& REVOLUTIONARY
* WORKER ... .

‘ No. 1745 : (Vol. 23, No. 4_6) Gt __Apru’ 7 2002 ¥ Editions in English and Spanish puﬁshed weekly

&~

= o i SRS %

Israeli tank shells exploding inside the Palestinian Authority
compound in Ramallah, March 29. Inset, Israeli troops
storming through a hole in the wall of the

Palestinian Authority compound.
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EENVE LRIV T ER TR R S TR R IT VRGN ORI Rl P8 | 6. The Party Under Socialism, and the Transition to Communism
pendent contact with lawyers, doctors and friendly and neutral visitors from 7. Consolidating the New Proletarian Power, Developing Radically New
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iemaieadlil s thedbaia el S e Sl e N s iigrants
legal representatives and other friends who can meet and talk directly with 2 3Te Prpletanan Revglut:on and:fie Emancipation of Womer}
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What do we in the Revolutionary Communist Party  a struggle to actually overthrow this system and those with a burning desire to see a drastic

want people to learn from all that is exposed and create a new system that will put an end to change for the better, all those who dare to dream
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Tanks

Israeli Occupation of
West Bank and Gaza

On March 29, the Palestinian people of
Ramallah faced the second invasion
within a month by occupation forces, as
150 Israeli tanks rumbled into the West
Bank town. Crushing cars and anything
else in their way, many of the tanks
headed to the offices of the Palestinian
Authority (PA) located in a walled com-
pound. The Israeli troops forced their way
into the compound, smashing gaping
holes in the walls as they fired tank shells
and machine guns. Soon the Israeli mili-
tary had control of the compound, and PA
head Yasser Arafat was holed up in a
second-floor office—the electricity cut
off, a cell phone his only means of com-
munication to the outside world.

Since December, Arafat has been held a
virtual prisoner in Ramallah, prevented
from traveling outside of the town by
Israeli troops. But this latest assault sig-
naled a new and very heavy intensification
of Israeli military moves against the
Palestinian areas. As we go to press, Israel
continues to hold Arafat hostage — and it
is unclear how things will develop. What
is certain is that the new Israeli offensive
in the West Bank and Gaza will mean fur
ther  death and destruction for the
Palestinian people—more people cut
down in the streets, by overwhelming
Israeli firepower, more houses razed to the
ground by Israeli military bulldozers,
more fly-by murders by U.S.-supplied jet
fighters and helicopter gunships.

The scene in Ramallah—the tank inva-
sion of a town and the siege of the PA
headquarters—pointed to the essence of
the two sides of conflict in Palestine:
occupier vs. occupied, justice vs. injus-
tice, Zionism and imperialism vs. the
oppressed peopie of Palestine. The Israeli
action put a glaring spotlight on the real
power relations that exist in Palestine. For
years, Arafat has worked with the U.S.
and Israel in their “peace process™ and is

March 30.

basically recognized as a “head of state”
by governments around the world. Yet, in
Ramallah, Israel deployed its massive mik
itary—bristling with powerful high-tech
weapons thanks to U.S. aid—to swoop
down on the PA offices in a lightning
strike and utterly humiliate Arafat in front
of the world. It was a naked power move
to deliver a gangster-like message: /e are
the ones in charge here, we’re the ones
that occupy this land, and we hold your
fate in our hands.

There is another message that Israel’s
Zionist rulers are delivering: If there are to
be any “truces” or “peace agreements,” it
will be on terms dictated by Israel and the
U.S. to the Palestinians. Just a few days
before the invasion of Ramallah, Israel
had prevented Arafat from attending a
summit of the Arab League in Beirut,
Lebanon. Sharon treated Arafat like a

A hospital in Ramallah occupied by Israeli !foops. :I\:Aarch 30.
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schoolboy, saying that Arafat had not
“done enough” to shut down armed
Palestinian groups, and refused to guaran-
tee that Arafat would be allowed to return
if he traveled to the summit. The U.S. also
scolded Arafat for “not doing enough” to
shut down the resistance and denied him a
chance for a meeting with Vice President
Dick Cheney. At the same time, Bush’s
special envoy to the Middle East, General
Zinni, demanded that the Palestinians
agree to a ceasefire which did not even
mention the Palestinian state.

The Arab League summit endorsed a
proposal from the Saudi crown prince
which offered official recognition of the
state of Israel by Arab League members—
in return for Israel’s withdrawal from
areas seized in the 1967 war, establish-
ment of a Palestinian state in the West
Bank and Gaza with East Jerusalem as the
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March 30—1,000
people marched
and rallied in San
Francisco to
protest Israel's
actions against the
Palestinian people.
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The scene in Ramallah—the
tank invasion of a town and
the siege of the Palestinian
Authority headquarters—
pointed to the essence of the
two sides of conflict in
Palestine: occupier vs.

occupied, justice vs.
injustice, Zionism and
imperialism vs. the
oppressed people of
Palestine.

capital; and a solution to the situation of
Palestinian refugees. Israeli officials
called the proposal a “non-starter.” And
by the weekend, they were backing up that
stand with tanks aimed right at Arafat.

The immediate justification used by
Israeli officials for this invasion was that
they were responding to a series of recent
Palestinian suicide bombings, especially
one in the Mediterranean coast city of
Netanya that killed more than 20 people
attending a Passover celebration. But
according to reports in the media, Israeli
Premier Ariel Sharon and his generals had
been discussing possible “broad military
action” against the PA a week before the
recent suicide bombings.

The Sharon government declared that
the invasion of Ramallah and Arafat’s
headquarters was only the start of major
military operations in the West Bank and
Gaza that will go on “without a time
limit.” In the Gaza Strip, Israeli forces
divided this small area—which is already
like a huge prison packed with poor peo-
ple—into three smaller zones. And hun-
dreds of Palestinians were reportedly
being rounded up for “questioning” by
Israeli troops. Earlier in March, Israeli
forces had attacked Palestinian refugee
camps and towns throughout the West
Bank and Gaza in the biggest Israeli mili-
tary operation since the 1982 invasion of
Lebanon. Now, Israel has launched an
even more massive and brutal assault on
the Palestinian people.

* K kK

As the Israeli troops seized control of
the PA compound in Ramallah, Colin
Powell emerged from a National Security
Council meeting to speak to the press. The
news footage from Ramallah showed
dozens of Israeli tanks surrounding the
compound and heavily armed troops
swarming over the area, leaving Arafat
trapped and helpless. Meanwhile in
Washington, D.C., Powell blamed Arafat
for bringing on this current “crisis” by not
doing enough to stop “terrorism.” Powell
said he “understood” the Israeli response
and praised Sharon for showing “flexibil
ity” in negotiations in recent weeks. But at
the same time, Powell declared that Arafat
continues to be “central” to the “process”

Continued on page 14
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India Offers More Support for
Counter-revolution in Nepal

At the end of March, Nepal's Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba went to
India for six days with a 100-member del-
egationt. He met with India’s top govern-
ment and military officials and at the top
of the agenda was getting India’s help in
combating the popular Maoist insurgency
that has been going on in Nepal since
1996.

There were good reasons for Deuba to
think he could get help in New Delhi.
India has long dominated Nepal and has
been watching the growing Maoist insur-
gency in Nepal with much concern. Soon
after September 11, the Foreign Minister
of India made a point of calling the
Maoists in Nepal “terrorists™—a label that
had, up to then, not been used by India to
describe Maoists in Nepal. Many saw this
as a sign that India was laying the basis for
getting more directly involved in attacking
the People’s War.

Then in November, Deuba’s govem-
ment declared a state of emergency and
officially put the “terrorist” label on the
leadership “of the People’s War, the

On March 26, the Indian parliament
passed a controversial new “anti-terrorism
law”—the Prevention of Terrorism Ordi-
nance. POTO sets strict new rules for
arrest, interrogation and investigation:

* It allows suspects to be held for 30
days without appearing before a court.

e [t allows police to detain suspects for
questioning for 90 days without charges
and an additional 90 days with approval
from a special court.

* It allows anyone suspected of giving
money, shelter, transportation or other

. support to “terrorists” to be tried on ter-
rorism charges. People who unknowingly
rent a room or car to a terrorist or engage
in a financial transaction with them can be
arrested on terrorism charges, detained for
up to six months without trial and have
their home or business seized.

* [t denies access to witnesses for cross-
examination.

o [t gives the police broad powers to
intercept telephone and internet communi-
cations and use them as evidence in court.

* [t gives the government freedom to
clamp down on the funding of any group
suspected of being “terrosist.”

o [t puts the burden of proof on the
accused with no mandatory right to com-
pensation for those detained and later
found not guilty. <

o [t makes it a crime fo not provide
authorities with “information relating to
any terrorist activity.” 3

* [t provides punishments ranging from
a minimum of five years in prison to

Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist). The
Indian government quickly endorsed the
Nepalese government’s “search and
destroy™ campaign by the Royal Nepalese
Army against the Maoists and sent 11
trucks full of sophisticated weapons and
surveillance equipment to be used against
the Maoists. The Indian government also
gave Nepal two Cheetah helicopters.

For the last few months, the fighting
between the Royal Nepalese Army and
Maoist guerrillas has intensified. And con-
trary to the government’s initial bragging
that it would quickly quell the Maoist
insurgency, the fighting has remained very
two-sided—with reports of battles involv-
ing thousands of Maoist guerrillas, armed
with some of the new sophisticated wea-
pons from India that have been captured in
battle.

The CPN (Maoist) has always warned
of the danger of Indian intervention, and
Deuba’s trip to New Delhi—the first by a
Nepali premier in nearly two years—is
indicative of how much the reactionary
Nepalese government relies on India, eco-

nomically, politically, AND militarily.
Deuba met Indian Home Minister L.K.

Advani, External Affairs Minister Jaswant .

Singh, Defense Minister George Fer-
nandes, as well as India’s Prime Minister
Atal Behari Vajpayee. Indian officials
came out of these meetings announcing a
public pledge to help Nepal with intelli-
gence information, equipment and train-
ing to help crush the Maoist insurgency.

An Indian official, who did not want to
be identified, told the press, “We offered
to cooperate by way of exchange of infor-
mation, cooperation between intelligence
agencies, improved surveillance along the
border and offers of equipment and train-
ing."” The official did not say what kind of
equipment it would provide to Nepal. But
it is widely known that the Royal
Nepalese Army wants more and better
weapons to fight the Maoists. A junior for-
eign minister from Nepal told the press
that Nepal faced a shortage of “means and
resources” in battling the guerrillas and
needed international support.

India and Nepal also agreed that each
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death.

India is following the example of the
United States. Using the so-called “war on
terrorism,” it is instituting heavy repres-
sive measures that can be used against
anyone the government doesn’t like—
including genuine revolutionary groups.

POTO specifically targets two revolu-
tionary Maoist groups that are waging
armed struggle—the Maoist Communist
Centre and the Communist Party of India
(ML) People’s War—outlawing them alto-
gether. And as POTO was being passed
into law, Indian officials were declaring
renewed support for the reactionary
Nepalese government’s fight against the
popular Maoist insurgency that’s been
going on since 1996.

Elements of POTO had already been in
force under a presidential decree back in
December, but the ordinance was sched-
uled to lapse in April if not passed into
law.

From the beginning, human rights
groups opposed POTO, pointing out that
its extreme measures give the government
freedom to violate all kinds of constitu-
tional and human rights. Critics of POTO
say that in the few months POTO has been
in effect, it has already been ruthlessly
used to intimidate Muslims in India and
intensify repression in the disputed
Himalayan region of Kashmir.

Indian law had prohibited confessions
unless they were made voluntarily in
court. POTO now changes Indian law to
admit confessions made to police as evi-

dence, and many are fearful this will lead
to even more “torture confessions.” POTO
also gives the police more room to cover
up human rights abuses with a clause that
gives impunity to security forces that can
prove they acted in “good faith” while
handling a case.

POTO sets forth a broad definition of
“terrorism” that includes acts of violence
or disruption of essential services carried
out with “intent to threaten the unity and
integrity of India or to strike terror in any
part of the people”™—a vague and loose
definition that gives the government wide
powers to target and persecute anyone
they want.

Ravi Nair, director of the South Asia

Human Rights Documentation Center in
New Delhi, said, “Because it lets you lock
up a person and throw the key away, the
police [are] going to abuse the new law.
People don’t want this bill because of their
earlier experience with the anti-terrorism
law and its abuse. They don’t want a
police state.”

For many years, India used TADA (the
Terrorist and Disruptive Activities [Pre-
vention] Act, 1987) to detain those it sus-
pected of carrying out “anti-national”
activities. In areas of armed conflict such
as Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab and the
Northeast, security forces were given
increased powers under other “special leg-
islation” and TADA was used to detain
people throughout India. Implementation
of this act led to widespread human rights
violations, and many innocent people

other’s territory should not be used for
“terrorist activities,” and agreed to
strengthen a 1953 extradition treaty. The
Indian ambassador to Nepal said, “The
border authorities of the two countries are
already having very close cooperation to
sec that Maoists don’t-get any support
from India and cross over to the Indian
territory.” In his meeting with Deuba,
India’s home ministér suggested that the
two countries have a mutual legal assis-
tance treaty and work closely on intelli-
gence sharing to help both countries con-
trol their borders effectively.

Last fall India had already begun
putting more soldiers on the porous India-
Nepalese border—a move aimed at
detaining “suspected Maoists.” India has
also been cracking down on Nepalese
Maoists living in India—in the West
Bengal area the government has carried
out raids and arrested a number of
Nepalese Maoist leaders.

A particularly sinister aspect of the new
cooperation between Nepal and India is
the accusation by India that Nepal is har-
boring members of Pakistan’s Inter-
Services Intelligence—who are known to
have close ties with the Taliban forces in
Afghanistan. There have also been com-
pletely fabricated tales spun out in the
media about the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) getting arms from the ISI.
Such lies could be used to lay the basis for
new pretexts to attack the People’s War.

okok kok

India has a long history of dominating
Nepal, both economically and politically.
The ruling classes in Nepal have long
been subservient to India. And there is
widespread resentment among the masses
of people in Nepal over Indian domina-
tion. This makes Deuba’s request for arms
from India a risky move. As the Maoists in
Nepal have pointed out, many of the new
and sophisticated arms India sends to the
Royal Nepalese Army will end up in the
hands of Maoist guerrillas. And increasing
intervention by the Indian government
could become very unpopular in Nepal,
resulting in even more trouble for the gov-
ernment and an alignment of forces even
more favorable to the People’s War.

PAKISTAN

were detained. TADA allowed for deten-
tion for long periods without charge or
trial and individuals were detained pend-
ing trial for years at a time without the
hope of bail.

In 1995, following a sustained cam-
paign by human rights organizations, the
Indian parliament was forced to not re-
authorize TADA.

Now POTO basically reinstates a mod-
ified version of the notorious TADA—
which facilitated tens of thousands of
arrests, detentions, and acts of torture in
violation of international law, and was
used to crack down on political oppo-
nents, social activists, and human rights
defenders.
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Uniting With All Who Can Be United,

Protest against U.S. bombing
of Afghanistan and racist
attacks on immigrants,

New York, October 7, 2001,

Photo. Drane Greene Lent

in the U.S. and Throughout the World

by Bob Avakian

“Uniting With All Who Can Be United, in
the U.S. and Throughout the World” is an
excerpt from a tape-recorded talk by Bob
Avakian, the Chairman of the RCRUSA, in
the aftermath of September 11 and in the
context of the war launched by the U.S.
government, focused initially against
Afghanistan.

RW 1143 featured major excerpts of this
talk in the special magazine section—
“The New Situation and the Great
Challenges.” The magazine is available
online at rwor.org and at Revolution Books
stores and outlets.

In the battle against the heightening
repression and in the overall struggle
against the imperialist juggernaut, both
the importance and the acute contradic-
toriness within our “two 90/10s” orienta-
tion stand out very sharply. As put forth in
our Party’s Draft Programme, the “two
90/10s” refers to the strategic orientation
of seeking “to win over the *90 percent,’
whose fundamental interests ultimately lie
with the proletarian revolution, against the
“10 percent’—the ruling class and its die-
hard supporters—within the U.S. while
doing this in unity with the 90 percent’
internationally, the great majority of the
people of the world who suffer exploita-
tion and oppression under the domination
of imperialism and its allies and puppets.”

To win people to apply this orientation,
and maintain it through all the twists and
turns, will of course be a struggle — and
this will be true.not only in the broader
movement but within the ranks of our
Party as well. [ have seen some reports
concerning discussions within the Party,

Immigrant workers in
Rome, Italy protesting
- against the U.S_ war

November 10, 2001

for example, where it has been raised:
“How can we really carry out our two
90/10s orientation when we see that in this
situation so many people are waving flags
or supporting the government?” Or the
question is directly raised: “Does this
show that our two 90/10s orientation is not
correct, or at least that we’re not going to
be able to carry it out?” Well, it’s good
these questions are being raised, but it’s
important to emphasize that, if you go
back and read how this is characterized in
the Draft Programme, it néver presents
this—and it would be wrong to present it
—as if this is a straight-line, linear process
and at every point you're going to have 90
percent of the people with you or that 90
percent can be very easily mobilized
around your banner. On the contrary, it is
recognized, and emphasized, that this is an
acutely contradictory process because,
considering things just within the U.S.
itself, there are ways in which many peo-
ple, significant forces in society, are spon-
taneously and in the short run pulled in the
wrong direction; and, as pointed out in the
Draft Programmie, there is the very acute
contradiction between maintaining a
bedrock position and activity based on
proletarian internationalism and still seek-
ing to unite the broadest number possible
and strategically maintaining an orienta-
tion of uniting with the 90 percent in the
U.S. itself. So what these events are bring-
ing out is precisely the profound correct-
ness and farsightedness of what’s said in
the Draft Programme about the two
90/10s. To quote the Draft Programme
again:

“It must be recognized that there are
significant contradictions involved in
these ‘two 90/10s’—contradictions which
at times can become quite acute. In a

country like the U.S., the requiremeénts of
upholding and applying proletarian inter-
nationalism and acting in accordance with
the interests of the ‘90 percent’ of the
world’s people can, in a number of cir-
cumstances, bring the class-conscious
proletariat into conflict with the more nar-
row interests of segments of society, par-
ticularly the more privileged strata.

“In order to correctly handle these con-
tradictions—and the often acute ‘tensions’
involved—the proletarian vanguard must
at all times keep uppermost the fundamen-
tal interests of the proletariat and masses
of people worldwide and at the same time
persevere, from a strategic standpoint, in
its work to win over the broadest number
from all strata among the people.”

In fact, to build the most powerful
movement of opposition, and to link this
with and make it serve strategic revolu-
tionary objectives, it is crucial to grasp
firmly that at any given time the alignment
may be vastly different than 90 percent of
the people on our side. This applies on
various levels. In terms of our fundamen-
tal program of proletarian revolution, it is
clearly not going to be the case that 90
percent of the people (or anything close to
that) will be in agreement with this, or
even have a stance of friendly neutrality
toward it, before a revolutionary situation
emerges. Even at “crunch time”—even
when the objective basis and the need is
acutely posed for the masses to rise up and
make revolution—it is unlikely to be the
case that 90 percent will be with this right
from the start—even then many middle
forces will have to be won to the revolu-
tionary camp through the course of actu-
ally carrying out the revolutionary seizure
of power. This is something that is spoken
to and emphasized in our Party’s Draft

Programme, and it will be important to
continually go back to that and reground
people in that, especially the advanced
revolutionary-minded people at every
point, in order to be able to most effec-
tively struggle to bring into being a more
favorable alignment, through the course of
the whole process preceding a revolution-
ary situation as well as at the point where
that situation does emerge.

And, on the level of building the

broader movement of resistance, this also
applies: at any given point, the alignment
may be such that far fewer than 90 percent
of the people are standing with—or have a
stance of “friendly neutrality” toward—
that movement, and it will be crucial to
continue building that movement in a way
that “stick[s] to basic principle and still
build[s] the broadest united front, keeping
in the forefront what it will take to actu-
ally stop the whole juggernaut of war and
repression vs. getting caught up in sectar-
ian or ev