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. Alanta Flagbumers Jailed!

On March 1, seven RCP supporters in
Atlanta were forced to turn themselves
over to the state to begin serving a one-
year sentence for ““misuse of the national
flag.”* Each defendant must also pay a
$1,000' fine. After three years of pro-
tracted legal and political battle against
these charges, stemming from an interna-
tionalist salute at Techwood Homes pro-
ject on May Day 1981 where more than
30 American flags were burned and red
flags raised (see accompanying state-
ment), six of the revolutionaries were sent
off to jail. The seventh, an elderly man,
living on social security because he's
blind, was given a last-minute suspended
sentence.

The revolutionaries had to begin serv-
ing: their sentence because the Georgia
State Supreme Court upheld their convic-
tion by refusing to hear the appeal. By
state law bond is revoked when state ap-
peals are exhausted. The State Supreme
Court decided to stand on a decision that
court made in another case of an RCP
supporter, who has since served her one-

year sentence for burning an American

flag in support of the Iranian Revolution
in 1979.

In that case, Federal District Judge
Orinda Evans upheld the Georgia state
law, writing in'a highly political opinion
that ““...the flag facilitates a citizen's
identification with his country. In that
respect, it is a unifying factor ‘which is
useful in rallying the people’s support for
their country in times of peace and war.”’
Her decision was used throughout the
state’s brief in this case and was partially
the basis for the Georgia State Supreme
Court to refuse to hear it.

The decision also seems. to jive with a
1982 U.S. Supreme Court ruling on a
similar flagburning case of two RCP sup-
porters in Greensboro, North Carolina.
In the North Carolina case, the U.S.
Supreme Court decided to uphold their
conviction 'on. a federal flagburning
statute by deciding not to hear their ap-
peal either. That nondecision rated na-
tional news coverage, the first time in
eight years since such a case had been

heard.

In the Georgia May Day 1981 case, the
U.S. Supreme Court now has approx-
imately 60 more days to determine
whether or not they will hear that case.
Other levels of appeal are also pending in
federal court on issues unrelated to the
constitutional ones.

The May Day 1981 case has been a ma-
jorbattlein Atlanta every step of the way,
one that increased in intensity as other
May Day cases were won. Most of these
defendants have already spent weeks in
jail, being thrown in and then bailed out
again at almost every stage of the game.
First there was the selective arrest and
bond; then the city-level judge setanother
bond (confiscating the earlier one) when
he bound them over for a trial at the state
court level, and they were all taken jailed
and bailed out again. The trial was held
two: weeks before May Day 1982. The
judge told the defendants, ““There can be
no justification' whatsoever for their ac-
tion. ['could never go to another football
game or another baseball game and not

think of what these defendants have
done.”’

A month after May Day 1982, as part
of a major legal offensive waged by the
state and higher authorities against the
RCP, May Day and its supporters in
Atlanta (resulting in over 100 arrests in a
two' week period), the seven May Day
1981 defendants were sentenced to the
max. The judge raised their appeal bond
to $5,000 each and sent them off to jail a
third time, after he summarily refused to
hear the standard sentencing procedure.

A big part of the efforts against the
state’s offensive in Atlanta against the
RCP and May Day has been raising the
tens of thousands of dollars for both the
bonds:and legal fees. That is a continuing
struggle since $7,000 of fines must now be
paid in addition to the year sentence that
the revolutionaries are serving. There are
also large sums still needed for the federé]l

appeal.

Defendants’ Statement

March 1, 1984

From seven defendants, who have been
convicted and sentenced to one year of
political imprisonment and $1,000 ran-
som for burning the American flag, the
following statement:

Two and one half yearsago, onMay I,
International Workers Day, 1981, in the
slave quarters known as Techwood
Homes, the seven of usitook an activeand
conscious' part ‘along with two dozen
others ina salute — nof to thisnation, not
to the imperialist rulers of this country
and their kind throughout the planet and
nol to empty-headed *‘*America number
one’” patriotism. No, our salute was to
INTERNATIONALISM. Ours was a
salute politically expressing our deter-
mination to struggle shoulder toshoulder
with the propertyless and oppressed here
and across the oceans till mankind is
finally emancipated from all chains of
oppresssion, where the subjugation of
one nation by another has become ob-
solete, and when nations themselves will
have become relics of human history.

On that night over 30 American flags _

were torched by rebel slaves. In that ins-
tant, the future reality of the old order
breaking down and the new fighting for
life lit the evening sky. One youth from
Techwood putit right when he said, as he
struck matches, *‘This one is for the
murdered kids, this one is for the people
of El Salvador, and this one is for the
people of the world.”” What better state-
ment could have been made at a time
whenthe political atmosphere was charg-
ed — the U.S, threatening invasion in
Central America, sinking its claws in
deeper with millions in arms, and when
youth were being ordered to serve this
and future plunder as draft registration
cranked up. Tell us, what else should be
said about a system whose global crimes
included the murder and mutilation of
scores of Black youth and women in
Atlanta? In what better place than the
home of the Bat Patrols that had become
a center of resistance to these murders
and the system behind them? To those
who'had begun to'see the red, white and
blue threads weaving all these crimes
together — what better message could be

given?

Theauthorities had their own message.
The Atlanta Constitution delivered it on
peoplé'sidoorsteps when they printed in
an article, **. . .thestreetsof Atlanta will
seeno demonstration insupport of thein-
ternational worker.”’ They were proven
wrong. But it was not for lack of effort on
the part of the enforcers of the present
order. A specifically designed May Day
Task Force operated systematically to
suppress the sights and sounds of May
First. When the flags were burned
plainclothes cops jumped out of open
‘‘taXi cabs,’”” unmarked cars and
elsewhere, selectively arresting known
May Day activists. To make their
message clear one of the cops yelled out at
the tenants, “‘See this, you going to burn
any more flags?’' Now two and one half
years later they threaten us with im-
prisonment. Again their message is,
‘‘How dare you defile the symbol of this
nation.”’ '

How dare we — you greatest of all
criminals in world history ask, with your
hands still bloody from your oh-so
democratic invasion of Grenada. And
your ‘‘ready to kill'' occupation force
streams across the seas to the shores of

Lebanon, dispatching the largest naval
assemblage since World War 2, all for
peace of course! Oh yes, peace — like
your MX “‘Peacekeeper,’" or like when
youand your partners incrimein Europe
deploy the Pershing [l and cruise missiles
and callit *‘peace through strength.”" All
the while the Warsaw Pacl has their ver-
sion of the same garbage — *“SS-20s, for
defense.”’ .

Through all these events the drums of
war, global war, beat all the louder as
theserival gangsters East and West ready
for a: showdown. As the rulers of both
blocs promote in demoralizing tones,
*“The only way out is to ready ourselves
like sheep for the slaughter,”’ we seven
flagburners stand ready and committed
to promote proletarianinternationalism.
In fact our actions.on May 1, 1981, re-
sound even more appropriately
today.. ..

Aswesaid'onMay I, 1981, westill pro-
udly state today: We’re not Americans,
we're proletarians! (|

Without A Home

Continued'from page 3
15-years-old living at that hotel.”

With her daughter gone, thestate placed
Elizabeth on general assistance. Despite
her repeated stints in mental institutions,
she was denied SS1, a traditional source of
support for mental patients — an unsur-
prising decision since more than 200,000
people have been dropped from the rolls
since 1980. For a while she was able 1o
make ends meet by working day labor as
a maid, but then the job dried up and
shortly thereafter she was left literally
penniless after running afoul of the wel-
fare bureaucracy and getting-cut off.
General assistance recipients are rated
either “‘employable’” or *‘unemployable”
and Elizabeth, falling into the former
category, was required 1o work 40 hours
permonth ata job designated by the state
for the privilege of collecting her lousy
check of $144. The jobs are euphemis-
tically called “‘volunteer work™ which
may mean, for example, the unsayory
task of washing all the pots and pans at
the Salvation Army soup kitchen for a
week. Elizabeth ‘explained, “‘l was
depressed, worried. My daughter had
just had the baby. We were having a
whole lot of friction because she was run-
ningin the street, not going toschool, sol
missed the appointment.”’

As punishment for her sins, Elizabeth
was cut off general assistance for 60 days
and wound up at the infamous Pacific
Garden Mission. *‘It was really depress-
ing,” she said. “PGM got me back on
aid, but I don’t know what good it does
because [ can’t pay the rent. That’'swhy |
just letit go." After staying at the mission

for several weeks, and still no place to
stay in sight, the mental hospital seemed
like the only alternative, and Elizabeth
returned there.

That many women, particularly those
from the middleclassesand the better-off
sections of workers, have wound up in
mental hospitals at some point in their
lives has a great deal to do with the fact
that the traditional role of wife and
mother came around and smacked'them
in'the face when'they nolonger'had a hus-
band, or that their American dream of
being the perfect wife and mother con-
flicted with the nightmare of the reality
they faced. Under the circumstances it's
almost a wonder that there aren’t more
women, including homeless women, who
are completely shattered by this ex-
perience. But some women, in fact, have
demonstrated considerable tenacity to
not be broken and have learned to deal
resourcefully withlittle or no income and
the rigors of life on the streets.

A recent articleiin the Chicago Tribune
describes one such woman, 62-year-old
Gracie. The headline, “‘Bag Lady ‘Hap-
py’inHer World,”" is a dead giveaway of
the Tribune’s intention of running this ar-
ticle in order to whitewash the oppression
of homeless women. Nonetheless, what
comes through is a picture of a woman
who has faced her harsh situation with
guts and a spunky vitality. A strong
woman, 5’ 11" tall and capable of carry-
ing two 50- pound sacks of newspapers,
Gracie definitely possesses some advan-
tages that most women don’t. Being
white, she can also seck refuge in more
well-sto-do neighborhoods. But ‘what

makes her different from many women
her age is her lack of passivity in the face
of the-realities of poverty, typical of a
single, older woman. Laid off from her
job as a clerical worker several years ago,
Gracie was unable to find work after
that. She has a $170 per month apart-
ment, but after paying heat and electricity
there would be hardly anything left on
her 3308 per month Social Security
check, turning her four-room into ‘‘a
jail,’" as she puts it. So Gracie rides' the
heated elevated trains at night, grabs her

meals in cheap restaurants and goes to

. daytime movies where they don’t care if

you fall asleep during the second show.
What has been almost completely air-
brushed from the portrait of Gracie in the
Tribune is the violence and the threat of
violence that is the constant companion
of every woman who must survive on the
streets. But here, the influx of particular-
ly the young women from the proletariat
and oppressed nationalities into the ranks
of the homeless has brought a certain
Continued on page 18
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Protest Statement by The
Revolutionary Proletariat
In Ghana On The Joint

Persecution of

Bob Avakian

by France and U.S.A.

THE CORE
Acecra, Ghana
16 Decemnber 1983

We, the revolutionary proletariat in
Ghana assembled under the banner of
THE CORE, express our revulsion at the
denial of political refugee status 1o Bob
Avakian by the phony socialist govern-
ment of France.

Bob Avakian, Chairman of the
Revolutionary Communist Party,
U.S.A,, hounded and threatened by the
fascist U.S: administration, was forcedito
seek political refugee status in France in
1980. )

France, acting in solidarity and in col-
laboration with its imperialist ally and
master, USA, despite the profound
evidence, ruled 1o the 'contrary, and
declared that Avakian wassafetogo back
and'face his persecutors. Thisdecision by
France smacks of extreme hypocrisy and
isa flagrant violation of the International
Convention on Human Rights of whichiit
isasignatory. It isan'open demonstration
of the decadence of the whole system'of
bourgeois democracy and freedom, and
calls to question the professed impartiali-
ty of the courts and'the so-called rule of
law which it demagogically claims for
itself.

Bob: Avakian, Chairman of the
RCP,USA was indicted in 1979 on 25
felony counts carrying 241 years in
prison, charges: arising out of a mass
reception he organised for the (raitor
Teng Hsiao-ping in front of the White

House when the Chinese vice-premier
wasin U.S.in January, 1979, charges ad-
mittedly piled up for political ends. This
mass reception was a demonstration of
the International Proletariat’s anger at
the betrayal of these traitors, these revi-
sionists, these’ usurpers of people’s
power, these counter-revolutionary
bourgeoisie who are dragging a fourth of
humanity back down the capitalist road
of exploitation and misery.

Bob Avakian, right back in the 1960s,
for his'consistent support for the strug-
gles for Black power, an end to racism
and’ minority oppression, and for his
close relationship with the leadership of
the Black Panther Party and his active
role in the‘anti-draft, anti-Vietnam inva-
sion demonstrations, was placed on the
key agitators index of the EBI and has
been spied upon since then.

Also Avakian has been the recipient of

. constant death threats from the EBI-

dominated Ku Klux Klan and has escaped
many assassination attempts.

In 1979, Damian Garcia, a sales agent
of the Revolutionary Worker, the voice
of the Revolutionary Communist Party
(USA) which Avakian heads, wasstabbed
to death in Los Angeles whilst he was the
targel of a Los Angeles Police Officer,
who was only a distance away from him.

Yet, for all these and many more the
French government ruled that he was not
worthy of political refugee status. Rule of
law indeed!

Avakian is being jointly persecuted
because he is a true proléetarian interna-

tionalist who practically supports every
outbreak of protest and rebellion against
the evil system everywhere. In the begin-
nings of the Iranian Revolution when the
bourgeoisie were whipping up red-white-
and-blue hysteria, he came up forcefully
inisupport of Iranian Revolution andina
famous solidarity demonstration, amidst
reactionary tomato-throwing episodes,
declared: IRAN: IT'S NOT QUR EM-
BASSY!!To Avakian, “‘the proletariat is
one classwithione revolutionary interest
and historic mission worldwide and that
the overthrow and final defeat and
elimination of the bourgeoisie and all ex-
ploiting classes and the final abolition of
class distinctions is a worldwide struggle
and can only be won through the unity in
revolutionary struggle of the interna-
tional proletariat.’” This is why Mitter-
rand’s France is denying him the political
refugee status he so badly deserves. This
is. why international imperialism is
persecuting him. And precisely for this
reason we suppor! him.

Avakian is not onlya practical activist,
he is a revolutionary theoretician, one of
the most original Marxist thinkers of to-
day. At a time when Maoism was under
assault, when revisionism and ecleclicism
was the order of the day, Avakian came
out with his pivotal work, Mao Tserung’s
Immortal Contributions, in which he

undertook a twofold synthesis: on the
one hand to examine the particular prob-
lems and contradictions that Mao was
wrestling: with and the specific conelu-
sions he reached; on the other hand (o
show how Mao applied and deepened the
Marxist method and viewpoint which he
(Avakian) crystalizes as “The ceaseless
emergence and resolution of contradic-
tions as against all notions of ab-
soluteness and stagnation,”’

And even today when the validity of
the labour theory of value is being ques-
tioned, when the applicability of Leninist
forms of organisation is being re-
assessed, when the feasibility of socialism
is being called into doubt, when all at-
tempts are being made (o turn Marxism
into a harmless icon, Avakian comes out
with his book, For.a Harvest of Dragons:
On the ‘‘Crisis of Muarxism'' and the
Power of Marxism — Now More Than
Ever, arguing powerfully for the contem-
porary relevance of Marxism as a living
science, advancing in connection with the
new problems posed by world
developments.

Avakian is not just a fighter, he is a
revolulionary leader, a thorn in the flesh
of Imperialism. g

AND WESAY STOP THE INTERNA-
TIONAL PERSECUTION OF BOB
AVAKIAN, IMPERIALIST MURDER-
ERS WHO HAVE ROBBED: US' OF
OUR KWAME NKRUMAH, MAL-
COLM X, PATRICE LUMUMBA AND
COUNTLESS OTHERS.

WE, THE REVOLUTIONARY
PROLETARIAT, ARE NOW WIDE
AWAKE. DARE TOUCH A HAIR OF
AVAKIAN AND THE WHOLE HELL
WILL EXPLODE.

Yaw Opagya
Spokesman of THE CORE
cc:
1. The French Embassy, Accra
2. The U.S. Embassy, Accra
3. The Press
4. The Committee for the'Mao-Tsetung
Defendants, U.S.A.
5. The Masses

New Programme and
New Constitution of the
Revolutionary Communist

Party, USA

$3.00 (include 50¢ postage)

Also published as a separate pamphlet

New Constitution g
Contains a section on the General Line of the RCP USA and 11 Artic

75¢ (include 50¢ postage)
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How The Pigs Are
investigating Away The Detroit Rapes

In recent weeks, as reports continue of
rapes of schoolgirls in Detroit in a wave
that began last September, groups of
women have begun to take matters into
their own hands as organizations have
formed to watch young women on the
wayitoand from school, todiscuss how to
protect themselves from potential rape
situations, and in some cases to take up
self-defense courses as well. One woman,
part of group of high-school youth call-
ing itself **Young Women for Survival,”
commented, ““The police aren’t going to
do anything about this; just look at what
happens when you try and report a
rape,”” as she explained' that their group
was going to try to figure out how 1o pre-
vent any. rapes in their neighborhood.
Enrollment in karate classes is reported
up and public self-defense classes for
women, like at the YWCA, have been
drawing big crowds. Some cases have

~been reported of young women being ex-
pelled from scheol for arming themselves
against potential attackers. In the face of
this broad outrage the state has suddenly
“solved”’ the rape problem.

“We are happy to report that the last
recorded sexual assault of a student was
on February Ist. Since then there has
been no new assaults. At present we
receive approximately one complaint a
day of sexual assault from school-aged
girls; these have all turned out to be false
of not to nvolve criminal sexual assault.
Schoolgirls are now using criminal sexual
assault as an excuse for playing hooky
from school.”

At the Mayor's Second Summit on
Rape held February 21st, Deputy Police

Chief Dunphy thus heralded the first
prong of the city's two-pronged “‘solu-
tion'" to the Detroit schoolgirl rapes.
While the news media originally reported
47 assaults on schoolgirls between
September and February Ist, it now ap-
pears that the police actually had 78 com-
plaints on file, but according to, the
authorities **31 of these, upon further in-
vestigation, turned out to be bogus."
And while the newspapers have con-
tinued to report two to three rapes of
young Black women per week, according
to Chief Hart the media is blowing in-
cidents out of proportion or makingthem
up ‘*because this is ratings month.”" And
according to Dunphy, *‘As a result of
having more officers we have been able to
investigate more thoroughly and have
discovered all the complaints since
February st are bogus."'

Given that prior to February 1Ist, 31 of
the 78 young women decided to change
their complaint ““during the course of in-
vestigation’’ and that, according to the
police, since February Ist all of the
teenaged rape victims have changed their
story ‘‘during the course of
investigation,’’ this prong of the rape
“solution’’ is clearly aimed at the women
themselves. The nature of this *‘investiga-
tion’” has begun to emerge as several
women's ‘groups have reported that
women are coming to them saying that
when they call the police to report a rape
they are grilled as to whether they are
“surethis is really a rape.’" Several youth
told the R W that while police reported
one rapeat theirschool, there had been at
least four. When the RW interviewed

Real Estate News:
New “Units” Planned For South Bronx

Correction: In our February 10 edition
(RW No. 242), the article “‘“New York's
Sputh Bronx: The Firestorm and the Tin-
Panel Tulips” exposed the hand of the
Bourgeoisie and the workings of its
system in the destruction of the South
Bronx. However, it appears that there
have been developments of which we
were not aware. The February 29 edition
of the N.Y. Times reports that, since
June 1983, over $100 million has after all
been slated for housing construction in
the South Bronx. The facility? A
1,000-bed state prison.

Not everybody is hopping up and
down about the prison being located in
the South Bronx. For instance, the Bronx
Borough President proposes a more
manageable situation like sticking the jail
on an island in the East River. Still other
politicians and officials have previously
advertised' certain advantages of locating
the prison right in the South Bronx.
Since, as in any oppressed community,
the pigs here run up gigantic arrest totals,
why not keep the joint right in the com-
munity where, the politicians add with a
smile, “‘the inmates’ Families and friends
canmore easily visit.” How “‘thoughtful.”
“thoughtful."’

The South Bronx jail has also offended
the sensibilities of Lawrence Kurlander,

Governor Cuomo's criminal justice |
ghief. . . but not because he opposes con-

struction. Rather it’s the cost, risen from
$100 to $200 million since its inception:
“We're not building country clubs..."
Kurlander snorts. That's no lie. There is
already a joint in the South Bronx, the

Spofford Youth Detention Center, where B8

in a fiye-month period in 1980 there were
46 confirmed suicide attempts. This
makes lifeat the jail even more— but not
that much' more — hellish than condi-
tions under a normal South - Bronx
slumlord. In fact, why not takeatip from
elsewhere in the neighborhood: what
goes on inside can always be dressed up
by hanging tin panels on the windows, of
smiling inmates, say. After all, the bour-

geoisie has a growing nieed for its institu- §
tions of repression — but they certainly

don’t want toruin the vew. {
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Deputy Police'Chief Dunphy as to the
nature of these “‘bogus rapes,’” he said,
“‘One girl was ditching school. In another
case of the woman who was taken to the
West Side and raped, she had gotten into
the car voluntarily, so this is not criminal
sexual assault. In the case of the Central
High School girl, she knew the guysand
went with them voluntarily, so this was
not criminal’ sexual assault.” No rape
here — the women bring it on themselves!
(One does not need to wonder too hard
either about this pig's definition of
“voluntarily."’)

A further element of this ‘‘investiga-
tion'' came to light when on February
21st a 37-year-old rape investigator for
the Sex Crimes Unit of the police, after
three years in the unit, was transferred to
a desk job when it was revealed that he
had had ‘‘sexual relations’’ in the last
year with at least two women, a 14-year-
old and an 18-year-old, whose rape cases
he was “‘investigating.”’ In this case, he
didn’t even have to go cruising — he
waited at his desk for them to come to
him!

Mayor Coleman Young has, however,
another explanation for the high rape
statistics in Detroit, According to him,
given the ‘‘progressive nature of the city
administration and police (sic), we have
decided in Detroit to take the onus off the
victim — in some cities when a woman
comes (o report a rape she’s made to feel
like a criminal, made to take a lie detector
test, made to prove her innocence. So
people don’t report rapes. Here we don’t
make women takea lie detectortest, and
we have the Shield Law. Just because one

m

city 'has. 50 reported rapes and another
100 doesn't mean much; more rapes are
reported here because women feel more
free to report them." (The Shield Law,
currently under attack in the Michigan
Supreme Court, was passed in the early
70s:and says that a defense attorney can-
not grill a rape victim about her past sex-
ual history.) How progressive! Detroit
pigs do not assume that the woman is ly-
ing, or that she brought it on herself, or
make her take a lie detector test 1o verify
her story! No, in:Detroit, it:takes-a little
longer investigation to help the women
decide it would be better not to report this
rape. As one'woman commented bitterly,
““They tried to imply that because Detroit
has no lie detector rule and has a Shield
Law that it's'a picnic to report a rape.”’

The other prong of the city's ‘‘assault
on rape’’ has involved further moves:to
tighten the police apparatus and the
“‘community watch’' programs. Accord-
ing to Chief Hart, since February the
police have re-deployed an average addi-
tional 268 officers on'the streets each day
during the morning and evening_hours.
This more than doubles the 200 on the
streets previously. Four police helicopters

" have been assigned continuous patrols in
- **key areas’” with their searchlights. (Ac-

cording to Mayor Young, “‘We have a
new thing here with helicopters patrol-"
ling. We need more. Like if we could get
some of these helicopters from El
Salvador. .. .") Twenty-five thousand
radio-equipped utility company trucks
have been linked into the police dispat-
cher system, and they areiin the process of

Continued on page 12




Does Birth Control Have No Class Character?
 The Chinese Revisionists
and the Granny Patrols

In China today, a couple may get per-
mission [0 gel married after successfully
passing a written test. It is then a matter
of routine to immediately put the **Birth
“Planning Officer’ and the Granny Pat-
rols'" intheir areaion alert, The important
job of enforcing the “one-child family”
policy. by these groups then begins:
watching daily for signs of pregnancy,
detecting any frand such as theattempt to
hide a suspicious bulge under heavy win-
ter clothing, or not picking up birth con-
trol pills on time. While such policing is
not evenly successful throughout China,
especially in the countryside, it is carried
oul with enthusiasm by those entrusted
with this task. As one officer boasted,
“*No one has gottenipregnant without as
knowing!"

A recent television show on China's

birth control policy started off with the
story of one woman who had apparently
chosen to go against the dictim of the
“three withouts.” That is, she had
broken the rule “*that without permission
no one shall have children, families shall
be without a second child, and women
shall be without early births.'' By her
seventh month of pregnancy she had
somehow eluded the wartchful eyes of the
authorities: and hidden her condition.
When her pregnancy became oo obvious
tohide any longer, members of the neigh-
borhoed birth control office came o visit
her every evening and struggled with her
to have an abortion. Because of her insis-
tence on having a second child they also
“‘encouraged’’ her to be sterilized. Final-
Iy, seven and a halfmonths pregnant, she
gave in and ‘was admitted into the
hospital for an abortion even though she
would not give permission to be steril-
ized. If she had decided 1o have that sec-
ond child, though, she and her husband
would surely have been immediately pun-
ished for having broken the “one child"
policy.

The rules and regulations for this new
method' of dealing with China’s popula-
tion growth were officially instituted ‘at
the National Conference on Planned
Parenthood held in January 1979. It was
at this time that the previous emphasis of
late marriages and small families (dating
back since the 1950s and throughout the
period of Mao’s revolutionary leader-
ship) was propelled in a whole new reac-
tionary direction. As laid out in the con-
ference, henceforth the task of imple-
menling birth control in China would rest
‘onastrict *‘reward and punishment’’ sys-
tem.

The new system was to be in line with
the “‘four modernizations’’; the political
thrust of the pelicy was geared toward
birth control as an important way of
allowing women to fully participate in
economic productivity (and be more fully
exploited by the revisionist rulers and the
imperialists) as well as a measure (o keep
down the amount of state resources need-
ed for such things as.childcare, elemen|a-
ry school education, maternity leave, etc.

Under the revolutionary leadership of
Mao Tsetung, the method of implement-
ing a birth control policy was guided by
an overall recognition that attention must
be paid'to emancipating women from the
confines of mother and wife roles to play
a full and equal role in economics as well
as politics.

Birth control was therefore seen not
principally as a guestion of reducing the
population as much as an important pre-
requisite to the emancipation of women
through exercising control over the size of
the family — both how many children 1o
have and when to have these children —
thereby making it more possible for
women fo equally participate with men‘in
making revolution — in study, training,
and in all-around preparation ineconom-
ic and political affairs. In line with this,
late marriages were encouraged and gen-
erally 1-2 child families were seen as
desirable, Struggle was waged against the
feudal traditions which had resulted inar-
ranged marriages which oftentimes end-

ed upsaddling women with:seven or eight
children by the time they were 30 years
old. In addition, couples were also asked
to delay having children right after get-
ting married, which was also seen as
facilitating women's involvernent ouiside
the home. [t was generally true that if
women' became aclive in economic and
political life before they got married and
then continued to be active after getting
married, the chances were much higher
that they would continue to be active out-
side the home even after they eventually
did have children. These policies of birth
control were also closely linked with the
development and expansion of better
health care in general for women as well
as'the expansion of socialized housework
and childcare. And while these policies
were seen as quite important to enforce,
they were implemented based on political
struggle and persuasion as opposed (o a
whole system of strict punishments and
outright bribes.

The Granny Patrols

Today, with the restoration of
capitalism in China the tremendous liber-
ation that hundreds of millions of women
experienced, especially during the
Cultural Revolution, is quickly. being
sacrificed to the great god of the *‘four
modernizations.”* The policy of birth
control in Chinais but.one striking exam-
ple of how this oppression of women is
being intensified and enforced along with
the overall reinstitution of capitalist
economic and political relations through-
out Chinese society.

The reliance on rewards and punish-
menls is at the heart of the new birth con-
trol policies, and the punishments meted
out are'designed to make the political and
economic costs of having a second child
far outweigh' any benefits that parents
with one child receive. For instance, if a
factory or office worker has a third child
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A birth control poster from revolutionary China gives reasons for practicing pfanned birth.
Captions on the pictures are (clockwise, starting at top right-hand corner): (1) In order to study
and apply Chairman Mao's thought in a lively way. (2)'in order to consolidate the proletarian
dictatorship. (3) In order to prepare against war, prepare against national disaster, and for the
people, (4) In order to support world revolution. (5).In order to cultivate successors to the pro-
letarian revelution. (6) In order to grasp revolution, promote production, carry on work, and to

prepare against war.

he could receive areduction in pay for up
to four years. And just having a second
child would probably result in an imme-
diate 5% cut in wages to start off with, In
the communes inthe countrysidea couple
could lose from three to five workdays
per month for four years if they also dare
to go against the “*one child™ policy,
Punishments also go bevond immedi-
ate monetary disadvantages, but are
equally caleulated to make having a sec-
ond ‘child a very costly choice. Women
can lose maternity benefits and the right
to any state benefits towards education
and medical'costs for a second child, And
in one city it was reporled Lhat if a couple
has a second child they are denied any
promotions for up to four years. The
state has also given communes in the
countryside some flexibility in instituting
these policies, so, for instance, some in-
dividual communes have also decided to
deny couples who have a second child ac-
cess to additional land'for private plots or
the rights to collective grain. Some pea-
sants have also been forced to pay higher
prices for grain to feed a second child.
On the other side of the Chinese revi-
sionists” logic is the view that with a stick
there must be a carrot — and various re-
wards are used (o bestow economic gains
and political prestige on those who con-
tribute to the “*four modernizations' by
following and actively: promoting the
“‘one-child family.”’ In the factories there
is a quota established for how many
women can' be given permission to have
children during the year and those fac-
tories that meet their quotas are given
monetary rewards by the state and fre-
quently elevated to the status of a *‘model
factory.” Individual work units within
the faclories also'may give rewardsin the
form of “‘honorable passes’” which enti-
tle the holder to purchase special goods
that are not generally available to the
public (that is, probably, unless one is a

party member...). And after couples
sign a ‘*One Child Conliract’" (thal
basically promises to have only one child)
they can be given a wage increase of up.to
five yuan per month until their one child
reaches 14 years of age. All this, of
course, is immediately revoked if the
“‘contract™ is broken. It is also reported
that some couples who signed a contracl
but then had a second child have even had
to pay back benefits that they had already
received, In the factories, there is com-
monly a campaign to get 100% of the
workers to sign the “‘one-child contracts™
and these are proudly put up fordisplay
— hence a tremendous amount of pres-
sure is.also put on those who don’t sign
these contracts or who break them. And
at the least, ‘‘model worker status’' is
taken away with the arrival of the second
child.

In the countryside, equally sickening
bribes are offered. A couple who pledges
to have only one child might be given an
additional two or three days’ workpoints
per month and an adult grain ration for
the child until it is three years old. The
single child is also commonly given
special considerations in educational op-
portunities and medical treatment or in
the acquisition of new housing. Again —
all this can be taken away if a second child
arrives.

In an ironic twist, some of the old feu-
dal relations have also been revived in
order to enforce birth control. Historical-
ly, mothers and mothers-in-law had been
animportant arm of enforcing the subor-
dination of young women to their hus-
bands and fathers in old feudal'society.
Under socialism there was (remendous
struggle from the very beginning to break
down the oppressive family hierarchy. In
particular, many times Lhis meant young
women going up against their mothers
and mothers-in-law who traditionally

Continued on page 15
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for moth comes out of clothes
and woman's spite out of woman.

A man's spite is preferable (o a woman’s kindness;
women give rise to shame and reproach.

Ecclesiaslicus 42 12-14

The affair of Vashti

Queen Vashti, too, had given a banquet for the women in the
royal palace of King Ahasuerus. . . . But Queen Vashtirefused to
come al the king’s command delivered by the eunuchs. The king
was veryangryat thisand his rage grew hot. He then consulted the
wise men who were versed in the law. . .In the presence of the
king and of the administrators Memucan answered, ‘Vashti has
wronged not only the king, but/also all the administrators and na-
fions inhabiting the provinces of King Ahasuerus. The queen’s
conduct will soon become known toall the women and encourage
them in'a contemptuous attitude toward their husbands. . .”

Esther 1: 917

Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live.

Exodus 22: 17 :

Masters, Marauders and
Condescending Saviours

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet
your neighbor’s wife, or his servant, man or woman, or his ox, or
his donkey, or anything that is his.

Exodus 20; 17 (10th Commandment)

When Yahweh brings you to the land of the Cananites — as he
swore toyon and your fathers he would do — and givesit to you,
you are to make over to Yahweh all that first issues from the
womb, and every first-born cast by your animals: these males
belong to Yahweh.

Exodus 13; 11

Have you cattle? Look after them;
i’ they are making you a profit, keep them,
Have you children? Educate them,
mzke them bow the neck from childhood.
Have you daughters? Take care of their bodies,
but do not be over-indulgent.
Marry a daughter off, and you have finished a great work,
but give her 10 a man of sense.
Have you a wife (o your liking? Deinot turn her out;
buit if you dislike her, never trust her.

Ecclesiasticus 7; 22:28

They'waged a campaign against Midian, as Yahweh has ordered
Moses, and they had put every male to death. . .Moses, Eleazar
the priest, and all the leaders of the community went out of the
camp to mest them. Moses was enraged with the commanders of
the army, the captains of thousands and the captains of hun-
dreds, who'had come back from this military expedition. He said,
“Why have you spared the life of all the women? These were the
very ones who, on Balaam's advice, perverted the sons of Israel
and made them renounce Yahweh in the affair at Peor; hence the
plague which struck the community of Israel. So kill all the male
children. Kill also all the women whe have sleptwith a man. Spare
the lives only of the young girls who have not slept with a man,
and take them for yourselves,’

Numbera 31: 719

‘.i' J547N

The spoils, the remainder of the booty captured by the soldiers,
came to six hundred and seventy five thousand head of small
stock, seventy two thousand head of cattle, sixty one thousand
donkeys, and in persons, women who had never slept witha man,
thirty two thousand inall. . .

Numbers 31: 3336

When the two angels reached Sodom in the evening, Lot was sit-
ting at the gate. Assoon as Lot saw them he rose to meet themand
bowed to the ground. I beg you, my lords, he said, please come
down to your servant’s house to stay the night and wash your
feet. . . They had not gone to bed when the house was surrcunded
by the men of the town, the men of Sodom both young and
old. . .Calling to Lot they said, ‘Where are the men who came to
you tonight? Send them out to us that we may abuse them,'

Lot came out to them at the door, and having closed the door
behind him said, ‘I'beg you my brothers, do no such wicked thing,
Listen, I have two daughters who are virgins. 1 am ready to send
them out to you, to treat as it pleases you. But as for the men, do
nothing to them, for they have come under the shadow of my
roof."

Genesis 19: 19
Towards masters

Slaves must be respectful and obedient to their masters, not only
when they are kind and gentle but also when they are unfair. You
see, there is some merit in putting up with the pains of unearned
punishment if it is done for the sake of God but there is nothing
meritorious in taking a beating patiently if you have done some-
thing wrong to deserve it. The merit, in the sight of God, isiin
bearing it patiently when you are punished after doing your
duty.. ..

1 Pater 2: 18:20

In marriage

In the same way, wives should be obedient to their husbands.
Then, if there are some husbands who have not yet obeyed the
word, they may find themselves won over, without a word
spoken, by the way their wives behave when they see how faithful
and conscientious: they are.

1 Peter 3: 1-3
The morals of the home

Wives should regard their husbands as they regard the Lord, since
as Christ is head of the Church and saves the whole body, soisa
husband' the head of his wife; and as the Church submits (o
Christ, so should wives to their husbands, in everything.

Paul, Ephesians'5: 21-25
Cure of Peter’s Mother-in-law

And gding_imu Peter's house Jesus found Peter's mother-in-law
in' bed with fever. He touched her hand'and the fever left her, and
she got up and began to wait.on him.

Matthew B: 14-15

The woman was a sinner

... When he arrived at the Pharisee’s house and took his place at
table, a woman came in, who had a bad name in the town. She
had heard he was dining with the Pharisee and had brought with
her an alabaster jar of ointment, She waited behind him at his
feet, weeping and her tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them
away with her hair; then she covered his feet with kisses and an-
nointed them with the ointment.

When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to
himself, ‘If this' man were a prophet, he would know who this
woman is that is touching him and what a bad name she has.'
Then Jesus took him up and said, ‘Simon, I have something to
say to you.! ‘Speak, Master’ was the reply. ‘There was once a
creditor who had twomenin hisdebt; one owed him five hundred
denari, the other fifty. They were unable to pay, so he pardoned
themn both, Which of them will love him more?*

Luke 7 36-43
The dasughter of the Syrophoenician woman healed

.. .A woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard
about him straight away and came and fell at his feet. Now the
woman was:a pagan, by birth a Syrophoenician, and she begged
him to cast the deviliout of her daughter. And he said to her, ‘The
children should be fed first, because it is not fair to take the
children’s food and throwit to the house-dogs.” But shespoke up:
‘Ah'yes, sir,” she replied ‘but the house-dogs under the table can
eat the children’s scraps.’ And he said to her, ‘For saying this, you
may go home happy: the devil has gone out of your daughter.”. .,

Mark 7:24-30

A Woman'’s Place

A woman in childbirth suffers, because her time has come; but
when she has given birth to the child she forgets the suffering in
her joy that a man has been born into the world.

Johr 16:21

If 4 man marries a wife, and sleeps with her and then turns against
her, and taxes her with misconduct and publicly defames her by
saying, “‘I married this woman and when I slept with her I did not
find the evidence of her virginity" the girl’s father and mother
must take her and produce the evidence of her virginity before the
elders of the town at the gate. The girl's father shall then declare
to the elders, *'I gave this man my daughter for a wife and he has
turned against her and now he taxes her for misconduct. I found
no evidence of virginity in your daughter, he says. But the
evidence of my daughter’s virginity is here.’’ And they shall
spread the cloth out before the elders of the town. Then the elders
of the town shall take the man and flog him and fine him one hun-
dred silver shekels for publicly defaming a virgin of Israel, and
give this money to the girl's father. She shall remain his wife and
as [ong as he lives he' may not repudiate her.

But if the accusation that the girl cannot show the evidence of
virginity is substantiated they shall take her to the door of her
father's house and her fellow citizens shall stone her to death. , .

Deuteronomy 22 1321
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If a virgin is betrothed and a man meets her in the city and sleeps
with her, youshall take them both out to the gate of the town and
stone them to death, the girl, because she did not cry for help in
the town; the man, because he has violated the wife of his fellow.
You must banish this evil from your midst. Butif the man has met
the betrothed girl in the open country and has taken her by force
and lain with her, only the man who lay with her shall die; you
must do nothing to the girl, for hers is not capital offense. The
case is like that of a man who attacks and kills his fel@w; for he
came across her in the open country and the betrothed girl could
have cried out without anyone coming to her rescue,

Deuteronomy 22: 22-29

If a man seduces a virgin who is not betrothed and sleeps with her,
he must pay her price and make her his wife. If her father ab-
solutely refuses to let him have her, the seducer must pay a sum of
money equal to the price fixed for a virgin.

Exodus 22: 1517

.+ - Every vow or oath that is binding on the wife may be endorsed
or annulled by the husband. . .

These are the laws ordained by Yahweh to Moses, concerning
the relationship between man and wife, and between a father and
his daughter while still young and living in her father’s home.

Numbers 30! 14, 17

Yahweh spoke to Moses and said ‘Say this to the sons of Israel:

“‘If anyone has a wife who goes astray and isunfaithful tohim,
if sore other man sleeps with the woman without the husband's
knowledge, if she disgraces herself in secret in this way, without
any witness against her, and without anyone catching her in the
act; then, if a spirit of jealousy comes over the husband and
makes him jealpus for the wife who has disgraced herself, oragain
if this spirit of jealousy comes upon him and makes him jealous
for his wife even when sheis innocent; the man must bring his wife
before the priest, and on her behalf'make an offering of one-tenth
of an ephah of barley meal.. . .

‘‘The priest is then to bring the woman forward and stand her
before Yahweh. Then he shall take living water in an earthen jar,

and on the water throw dust that he has taken from the floor of

the tabernacle.. ..

~ “‘Heis then to putthe woman on oath, He shall say to her: If it
is not true that a man has slept with you, that you have gone astray
and disgraced yourself while under your husband's authority,
then may this water of bitterness and cursing do you no harm. But
if it is true that you have gone astray while under your husband’s
authority, that you have disgraced yourself by sharing your bed
with a man other than your husband. . . Here the priest shall im-
pose an imprecatory oath on the woman, He shall say to her:
‘. ..May Yahweh make of you an execration and a curse among
your people, making your thigh shrivel and your belly swell! May
this water of cursing enter your bowels to swell your belly and
shrivel your organs!” The woman must answer: Amen, Amen!

‘‘Then the priest shall commit these curses to writing and wash
themn off in the water of bitterness. He must make the woman
drink this water of bitterness and of cursing, and this water of cur-
sing shall go into’her and be bitter inside her.

. _After he has made her drink it, if it is true that she has
disgraced herself, deceiving her husband, then the water of curs-
ing that goes into her shall indeed be bitter: her belly will swell'and
her thigh shrivel, and she will be an execration among her people.
But if she has not disgraced herself and is clean, then she will go
unscathed and will bear children.

*'This is the ritual in cases of jealousy, when'a woman has gone
astray and disgraced herself while under her husband's authority,
or when a spirit of jealousy has come over a man and made him
jealous for his wife. When a husband brings such a woman before
Yahweh, the priest must apply this ritual to her in full. The hus-
band shall be guiltless, but the woman must bear the punishment
for her sin.”

Numbers 5:11-13

If brothers live together and one of them dies childless, the dead
man’s wife must not marry a stranger outside the family. Her hus-
band’s brother must come to her and, exercising his levirate,
make her his wife, and the first son she bears shall assume the
dead brother’s name; and so his name will not be blotted out. ...

Deuteronomy 25; 57 (JB)

They spoke before Moses and the leaders. . . and said:

*Yahweh has ordered my lord to give the land to the sons of
Israel, sharing it out by lot; and my lord has been ordered by
Yahweh to give the inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his
daughters, Nowif they marry someone from another tribe in.the
sons of Israel, their property will be taken away from the in-
heritance of our fathers. The property of the tribe to which they
will ‘belong will be increased, and the property allotted to us
diminished. And when the jubilee comes round for the sons of
Israel, the property of these women will be added to the in-
heritance of the tribe towhich they then belong, and lost to the in-
heritance of our own patriarchal tribe.’

Moses, at Yahweh's bidding, gave the following ruling to the
sons of Israel. He said:

“The tribe ofithe sons of Josephis in the right. Thisis Yahweh’s
ruling for the daughters of Zelophehad: ‘‘They may marry whom
they please, providing they marry into a clan of their father’s
tribe. The heritage of the sons of Israel is not to be transferred
from tribe to tribe; every man of the sons of Israelis to remain
bound to the heritage of his particular tribe. Every daughter who
has a heritage in one of the tribes of the sons of Israel must marry
into a clan of her own paternal tribe, so that the sons of Israel may
each preserve the heritage of his father. No heritage may be
transferred from one (ribe to another; every tribe of the sons of
Israel will stay bound to its own'heritage.""’

Numbers 25: 2.9 (UB)

The question sbout divorce

Jesus had now finished what he wanted to say, and he left
Galilee and came into the part of Judea whichis on the far side of
the Jordan.. ..

Some Pharisees approached him, and to test him they said, 'Is
it against the Law for a man to divorce his wife on any pretext
whatever?' He answered, '‘Have you not read that the creator
from the beginning made therm male and female and that he said:
This is why a man must leave father and mother, and cling to his
wife, and the two become one body? They are no longer two,

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 11
therefore, but one body. So then, what God has united, man
must not divide’.

They said to him, “Then why did Moses command that a writ of
dismissal should be given in cases of divorce?’ ‘It was because you
were so/unteachable’ he said ‘that Moses allowed you to'divorce
your wives, but it was not like this from the beginning. Now. I say
this to you: the man who divorces his wife— 1 am not speaking of
fornication — and marries another, is guilty of adultery."

The disciples said to him, ‘If thatis how thingsare between hus-
band and wife, it is not advisable to marry.’. . .

Matthew 19: 1:11 (JB)

Yahweh said: Because of the haughtiness of the daughters of
Zion, the way they walk with their heads held high and enticing
eves, the way they mince along, tinkling the bangles on their [eet,
the Lord will give the daughters of Zion itching heads and un-
cover their nakedness.

Isaiah3: 1618
Modesty in Brawls

When two men are fighting together, if the wife of one in-
tervenes Lo protect her husband fromithe other's blows by putting
out her hand and seizing the ether by the private parts, you shall
cut her hand off and show no pity.

Deuteronomy 25; 11-12 (UB)

.. .Christ is the head of every man, man is the head of woman,
and God is the head of Christ, For aman to pray or prophesy with
his head covered is a sign of disrespect to his head. For a woman,
however, it is a sign of disrespect to her head if she prays or pro-
phesies unveiled; she might as well have her hair shaved off. In
fact, a woman who will not wear a'veil ought to have her hair cut
off. Ifa woman is ashamed to have her hair cut off or shaved, she
ought 10 wear a veil.

A manshould certainly not cover his head, since heis the image
of God and reflects God’s glory; but woman is the reflection of
man’s glory. For man did not come from woman; no woman
came from man; and man was not created for'the sake of woman,
but woman was created for the sake of man. Thatis the argument
for women's covering their heads with a symbol of the authority
‘over them, ‘out of respect for the angels,

1 Cerinthians 11: 3-11 [UB}
Paul

As inall the churchesof the saints, women are to remain quiet
at meetings since they have no permission {0 speak; they must
keepinthe background asthe Lawitself laysit down, If they have
any guestions to ask, they should ask their husbands: it does not
seemn right for a woman to raise her voice at meetings,

1. Corinthians: 14: 34-35 (UB}
Paul

Similarly, I direct that women are {o wear suitable clothes and
to be dressed quietly and modestly, without braided hair or gold
and jewelry. . . . During instruction, a woman should be quiet and

respectfull I am not giving permission fora woman toteach or to;

tell a man what to do. A womian ought not to speak, because
Adam was formed first and Eve afterwards, and it was not Adam
who was led astray but the woman who was led astray and fell into
sin. Nevertheless, she will be saved by childbearing, provided she
lives @ modest life and is constant in faith and love and holiness.

Paul,1 Timothy : 815 (JB)

Itis for you then, to preach the behavior which goes with healthy
doctrine. The older men should be reserved, dignified, moderate,
sound in faith and love and constancy, Similarly, the older
women should behave as though they were religious, with no
scandalmongering and no habitual wine-drinking — they are to
be the teachers of the right behavior and show: the younger
women how they should love their husbands and love their
children, how they are to be sensible and chaste, and how'to work
in their homes, and be gentle, and'do'as their husbands tell them,
50 the message of God is never disgraced,

Paul, Tilus: 2: 1:5.(J8)
Widows

Be considerate to widows; I' mean those who are truly widows.
If a widow has children or grandchildren, they are to learn first of
all to do their duty to,their own families and repay their debt to
their parents, because thisis what pleases God. But a woman who
is really widowed and left without anybody can give herself up to
God and ‘consecrate all her'days and nights to petitions and
prayer. The one who thinks only of pleasure is already dead while
sheis still alive: remind them of all this, t0o, so that their lives may
be blameless.. . .

Enrollment as awidow is permissable only for a woman at least
sixty vears old'who has had only one husband.. . . Do not accept
young widows because if their natural desires get stronger than
their dedication to Christ, they want to marry again, and then
people condemn them for being unfaithful to their original pro-
mise. Besides they learn how to beidle and go round from house
to house; and then, not merely idle, they learn to be gossips, and
meddlers in other people's affairs, and to chatter when they
would be better keeping quiet. I think it is best for young widows
to marry again and have children and a hometo look after, and
not give the enemy any chance to raise.a scandal about them;
there are already some who have left usao folldw Satan. . . .

Pauld Timothy 5: 318

Blessed be God that he did not make me a slave, a gentile or a
woman. (man’s prayer — R i) Blessed be the Lord, who created
me according to His will. (woman's prayer — RW)

Hebrew Book of Morning Prayer.
The Christian Fathers

For love befits the man; fear befits the woman. As for the
slave, not only fear is befitting him, but also trembling.

Si. Jerome

Do you not know that you are Eve?...You are the devil’s
gateway. ..How easily you destroyed man, the image of God.
Because of the death which you brought upon us, even the Son
of God had to die.

Tertullian

““In her the go_oﬂ Christian. . .likes what is human, loathes what

is feminine."
St. Augustine

Itwas necessary for woman to be made, as'the Scripture says, as
a helper to man not, indeed, as a helpmate in other works, as
some say, since manican be more efficiently helped by another
man in other ‘works; but as a helper in the work of genera-
tion. . .

As regards the individual nature, woman is defective and
misbegotten, for the active force in the male seed tends to the
production of a perfect likeness in the masculine sex; while the
production of woman comes from defect in the active force or
from some material indisposition, or even from some external
influence; such as that of a south wind, which is moist, as the
Philospher (Aristotle — R W) observes.

St. Thomas Aquinas, Surnma Theologica
Part [ Question 82

‘When all things were first formed, it was more suitable for the
woman to be made from the man than...in other animals.
First, in order thus to give the'first man a certain dignity con-
sisting in this, that'as God as the principle of the whole universe,
so'the first man, in the likeness to God, was the principle of the
whole human race. . . Wherefore it was suitable for the woman
to be made out of man, asout of her principle.

51, Thomas Aquinas, Ibid.

Equality is twofold, of quantity and of proportion. . . Accord-
ingly, speaking of the first equality, husband and wife are not
equal in'marriage; neither as regards the marriage act, wherein
the more noble part is due to the husband, nor as regards the
household management, wherein the wife is ruled and the hus-
band rules. :

S1. Thomas Aguinas, /bid.

. Experience confirms that there must be a social re-evaluation
of the mother'srole, of the toil connected with itand of the need
that children have for care, love and affection in order that they
may develop into responsible, morally and religiously stable
persons.. . . Having to abandon these tasks in order to take up
paid work outside the home is wrong from the point of view of
the good of society and of the family when it contradicts or
hinders these primary goals of the mission of a mother,

Pope John Paul I, "Labiorern Excercens’

If we expect God to honor and bless our nation, we must take a
stand against abortion,

Jerry Falwell, Listen America

I believe at the foundation of the women’s movement thereis a
minority core of women. . .who have not accepted' their God

given role.
Jerry Falwell, Listen America

elc., etc., ete. o

Nuclear Death Train

Detroit Rapes

the rapes. The calls from community

Continued from page 5

— it's about preparing for World War
3. (A program had been held by the
Contingent two nights before in
Portland, and the previous night in
Eugene.)

The forces of the state grew con-
siderably; eight cops had arrived on
horseback, more squad cars came and
tried to seal off the area to some degree.
They had even dragged one religious
young woman back up the hill, refusing
to let anyone go down and join the
crowd. (The youth of the neighbarhood
were very helpful in finding allernate
routes down.) At the base of the hill they
laid out.a two-inch yellow ribbon to mark
off the trespassing boundaries; the yellow
ribbon, touted as the symbol of foaming
chauvinism during -the Iran *‘hostage
crisis,”’ continues iis reaclionary
significance! Pigs on horses now moved
down by the tracks to help about 70
others sealin the demonstrators. Looking
carefully, higher up on the turreted cars,
you could get a glimpse, through the
darkly tinted glass, of armed guards on
board with the muzzles of automatic
rifles sometimes visible through the gun
ports. And the stalemate dragged on for
many minutes in this manner, the line of
ominous-looking, overlarge, and
streamlined white railcars stopped dead
by a swarm of angry people.

At this point, the State Police came in,
jogging two-by-two in riol gear, to form
the outside border. Their entrance was
accompanied by “God Bless America’
sung by a small chorus, including the CP,
standing with'their toes safely planted on
the other side of the yellow ribbon. Final-
ly, with all their apparatus in place, the
pigs began pulling the blockaders off the
tracks with the train reclaiming every inch
as they were pulled away.

In the midst of this, spirits remained *

high. Some people were shouting oul
facts— how-every one of the hundred-
plus bombs that were thought to be on
this train were five times the power of the
one used al Hiroshima. They promoted
various readings on the weapons, what
Pantex did, etc. One foreign-born stu-
dent said, **It's lime (o put'something on
the line against this. Most of the people
here voted for the freeze, yet it's all going
through. In fact there's more and more.”’
Looking up art the train and the row of
bodies/in front of it, he said, **Look, this
is a graphic view of our desire to derail the
whole system doing this."

Thirty-five were arrested and charged
with second-degree trespass. The Depart-
ment of Energy spokesman summed up
the day as an ‘‘unscheduled stop lasting 2
hours and 38 minutes.” (One is tempted
toask if drinks and food were also on the
house!) But it's certain that as prepara-
tions for World War 3 become even more
rapid and glaring, hose responsible will
be experiencing many more such
“scheduling changes' along the way. [ |

CORRECTION

In last week's RW (February 24, 1984)
there are two errors that readers should
take note of:

In the article "Darpell Summers Rail-
road Derailed," on page 12, the beginning
of column three; the first complete
sentence should read: The Coalition to
Free Darnell Summers was forged and In-
cluded revolutionary nationalists, anti-
nuke activists, lawyers, social activists
from progressive churches, and ofhers.

In the article “Echoes of a Rebellion,"
on page 10, right before the subhead
“Measuring Tension," the date cited
should have been: December 28. M

Continued from page 8

training 9,000 employees of the utilities to
be “‘eyes-and ears’’ for the police. There
has been a greatly stepped up program in
the high schools of enrolling vouth in
police reserves, CB patrols, and police
cadet programs, pulling students from
classes to be part of reporting to the
police directly from school patrols and
neighborhood patrols.

A program of ‘‘supervision of selected
individuals®’ in the community has been
implemented that in the future will give
names of any individuals released from
the prison system on parole to interested
community agencies, including not only
the local police precinct but neighbor-
hood watch programs, the schools, and
other agencies, so that these individuals
can be *‘closely supervised." In addition,
a Special Warrants: Squad has been
established by the police 1o selectively
target individuals. All outstanding war-
rants in the city have been reviewed and a
list of targeted people given to the police,
The first indication of how this *‘special
supervision'’ may be implemented came
on February 17th when a man who had
two outstanding warranis on drug
charges was killed by police on the
doorstep of a friend. According to his
family, the police had harassed him for
weeks prior to killing him, and two days
before had told him they were going to
“get him."” According to the new
“liberal’” prosecutor, John O'Hare,
“This is the type of person who hurts our
society, who we are interested in pursu-
ing.”" O'Hare has emphasized several
times since, that *‘The police department
will not engage in any conduct which
might be deemed oppressive.’

Given the depths of these new policies,
the tightening of the police apparatus is
clearly not a quick response by the city to

leaders for more police to deal with the
rapes have provided an opening to make
these changes as a ‘‘response to com-
munity outrage.”’ However, these moves
are being made in the context of intense
infighting in the city ruling circles over
how best to rulein a potentially explosive
city. The surfacing of the rape statistics
themselves in a series of articles by the
Detroit Free Press was probably designed
to embarrass Coleman Young, as well as
amore recent highlighting of the fact that
Detroil is once again the murder capital
of the nation. Coleman Young then calls
the police department a ‘'900-pound
gorilla’ that cannot be controlled once he
lets the leash go, bringing back memories
of STRESS in the early '70s when the
police, in an '‘anticrime assault,”’ went
on a rampage of murdering Black youth.
Others leaked the story of the sex crimes
investigator in a move to embarrass the
police,

In 1976 in the midst of similar intense
struggles, then over police layoffs, in a
notorious incident the police let the word
out to gangsthat the police would not be at
a concert at Cobo Hall, unleashing a riot
which the National Guard was ultimately
called in on; the result was that Coleman
rehired the laid-off police. This recent
history of the police unleashing gangs and
other forces in'a ‘‘crime wave’' as part of
the intra-bourgeois fighting has not been
forgotten by many on the streets, wherea
common feeling is-that the police are in-
volved in this in some way or another,
given the freedom with which the rapists
have operated. Clearly this caseis far from
being closed and as investigation con-
tinues, there is growing interest in “‘catch-
ing the thiefred-handed.”" Cl
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Continued from page 15

Iy as a unit of production; the pea-
sants in the cooperatives have also
largely changed, and peasant fami-
lies are generally not units of pro-
duction. They only engage in a cer-
tain amount of subsidiary produc-
tion. As for the families of govern-
ment workers and members of the
armed forces, they produce even
less; they have become merely units
of consumption, and units for rear-
ing and bringing up labor reserves,
while the chief unit of education is
the school. Inshort, the family may
in the future become something
which is unfavorable to the devel-
opment of production. Under the
present system ofidistribution of ‘to
each according to his work,’ the
family is still of use. When we reach
the stage of the communist rela-
tionship of distribution of ‘to each
according to his need,” many of our
concepls will change. After maybe
a few thousand, or at the very leasl
several hundred years, the family
will disappear. Many of our com-
rades do not dare 1o think about
these things. They are very narrow-
minded. But problems such as the
disappearance of classes and parties
have already been discussed in the
classics. This shows that the ap-
proach of Marx and Lenin was lof-
ty, while ours is low.”

From the revolutionaries’ poinl of
view the transformation of all society
could not be made if the family were
allowed to **lag behind? and conlinue Lo

play a major role in reinforcing backward
fcudal ideas, let alone present a major
obstacle keeping half of the population
from participating in the class struggle.
The quote above is fromatalk Mao gave
in 1958, the year the Great Leap Forward
began, and is obviously meant as a point-
ed polemic against bourgeois democrats
and capitalist-roaders who opposed such
a lofty view and who did actively fight
against the implementation of suchaline,
not only during the Great Leap Forward
but in the Cultural Revolution. Undoubi-
edly many of those who were squirming
back in 1958 — when Mao said, **This
shows that 'the approach of Marx and
Lenin was lofiy, while oursis low'*— are
today those in power bringing back
women’s oppression with a vengeance.

Phyllis Andors, in her book The Un-
finished Liberation of Chinese Womern,
pointed out the relevant fact that *“It was
under collectivized production, especially
above the team level, that women appear
to have made significant progress in gain-
ing wage parity, educational opporiuni-
ties, and developing political leadership.”
in other words, overall gains in revolu-
tionizing the relations of production and
the economic base under socialism had a
direct impact on the degree to which
women were and could be liberated from
the traditional roles in the home and un-
leashed 10 play a more full role through-
out society — and this process had every-
thing to do with the proleiarian line being
in command and holding state power.

The revisionist coup and the resiora-
tion of capitalism has pell-mell reversed
this situation and the masses are sponta-
neously left to turn inward and rely more
and more on the family as an economic
unit. The previous gains made in under-
mining the material basis for people
needing and wanting larger families are
quickly being reversed. And thus the revi-
sionists are confronted with an ironic
situation in which they have set into mo-
tion social and economic forces that rein-
force and push people towards larger
families, yel at the same lime they are also
compelled to use bourgeois means (o
farce people to have small families dueto
the fact that the guestion of population
growth can only be.dealt with at the ex-
pense of the people within the capitalist
framework.

Allthis, to say the least, has put women
in a Catch-22 situation in which they are
economically compelled to have larger
families, which is objectively against Lheir
interests; and then on top of this, theyare
punished by the very state which has
created this whole mess 1o begin wilh,
when they do attempt to have larger
families!!

Does Birth Control Have
No Class Character?

The bourgeois'methods which are used
to carry out this oppressive dialectic are
also quite in line with the overall revision-
ist policies that are being implemented
with regard to women. A brief look at the
revisionists’ line on “‘women’s liberation’’
sheds more light on why birth control'is
being dealt with in this way — and also
serves to. highlight the revolutionary
nature of the way this problem was dealt
with'when China was a socialist country.

An article in Red Flag, released on the
occasion of International Women's Day
in'1978, set the tone for the new revision-
ist program on ‘‘women’s liberation.”
While noting that **‘women hold up half
the sky,'" the article made clear exactly
what part of the sky women were to be
relegated to: “Women workers, com-
mune members and women scientists and
technicians need to work hard and study,
but they have to spend a considerable
portion of their time tending to house-
work and children.”’

This direction was then further devel-
oped and laid out mwst significantly by
the Party's Central Committee represen-
tative at the opening congress of the
Fourth National Women’s Federation
Congress (which was led by women who
had been criticized and put down during
the Cultural Revolution for their revi-
sionist line on women's work). In this
major address four main themes of orien-
tation were laid out for the work of the
Women's Federation: *‘(1) women as
rear service workers; (2) female responsi-
bilities ro home and family; (3) a united
front policy emphasizing unity with
women of the national bourgeoisie; and
(4) the need for family planning.' Em-
phasis was placed on the need to **harness
traditional skills of women’’ and it was
pointed oul that *‘women form the main
force in logistics. . .childcare, education
workers, sales clerks, cooks, street sweep-
ers, nurses, barefoot doctors and other
personnel who are making extraordinary
contributions in' their ordinary posts."
The gradual nature of society liberating
women from backbreaking and degrad-
ing housework was emphasized along
with an equal emphasis on the way that
women could contribute to the four
modernizations by taking up important
responsibilities in the home.

All this was clearly a direct about-face
from the previous political direction of
work-among women under the leadership
of Mao, when most importantly the em-
phasis was adamantly on women being
unleashed not only to break out of the
confines of home and family — but that
the whole point of breaking out of these
traditional roles was in order to playa full
role in making revolution, The extreme
narrowness of the revisionist political
program can be contrasted to not only the
broadness and varied nature of what was
considered the task of emancipating
women under socialism — but most im-
portant its highly political nature. Above
all, especially during the Cultural’ Revolu-
tion and the Lin Biao/ Confucius cam-
paign, women were mobilized to par-
ticipate in the class struggle in every
sphere to exercise the dictatorship of the
proletariat and prevent the restoration of
capitalism — a far cry from the *‘keep
your nose to the grindstone,”" *‘every-
thing for the economic grandeur of the
four ' modernizations’' orientation in
China today.

In 1971 an article appeared in Red Flag
that wasentitled ‘‘Revolutionary Women
Prove Their Unshakable Determination,’
and was based on a study of the Tung-
ching brigade in Kwangsi province which
had been discussing Mao's statement that
“We must continue (o struggle against
those conceptions which disregard the
women's movement.’'* Compare the
thrust of the direction laid out in'this arti-
¢le to the above four points emphasized
in the address by the revisionist Central
Committee representative.

After emphasizing that this ‘‘problem
must be dealt with in terms of the class
struggle,’' the Red Flag article goes on L0
list five concrete ways in which the revo-
lutionary role of women can be stressed:

1. By utilizing at all times the
lively ideas that are being expressed
by women; by organizing to that
end, various types of study pro-
grams of Mao Tsetung thought;

* Cired in Mariz Antonietti Macciocehi's Baily Life
in Revolutfonary Ching, pp. 349350,

2. By linking collective study
and family study; by linking recip-
rocalstudy within families with col-
lective education;

3. By organizing study groups
composed’of both literate and illit-
erate women;

4. By organizing study during
farm work-breaks;

5. By organizing mutual aid in
the home, with men caring for their
children and taking responsibility
for housework while their wives are
studying.”

The article then goes on 1o stress {hat
*‘It's:a question of mobilizing the women
to'break the chainsthat fetter their minds
and to. work in a revolutionary spirit."

Needless 1o say, there is quite a chasm
between this orientation and the stifling
and chauvinist thrust of the new program
for women's work in China today where
the essential thrust can be capsulizedin the
Confucian view: *‘the sovereign guides the
ministers, the father guides the sonand the
husband guides the wife' — or in more
up-to-date modern revisionist terms: (the
restoration of capitalism guides the four
modernizations, the new emperors guide
the women's federation and the hus-
bands, and the husbands and the
women's federations guide the women
back into their place.

It is undeniable that before the revi-
sionist coup the question of population
control wasalsoa major area of concern.
But while, the revisionists today talk
about all the problems they. will have in
fecclmg people by the year 2000, even if
every family only has one child (which
would add some 200 million to China’s
population), the revolutionaries viewed
the growth in population with the utmost
of revolutionary optimism.

The revolutionaries in China empha-
sized that the starting point for working
to solve problems in relationship to
population growth was that “‘of all things
in the world, people are most precious’’
and that “‘once the people take their des-
tiny into their own hands they will be able
o perform any miracles.”

For instance, after a quarter of a cen-
tury of proletarian rule, China's popula-
tion had grown from more than 500 mil-
lion to over 700 million, an increase of
more than 50%. But during this same
period of time grain production had more
than doubled, cloth and other light indus-
trial products had increased by several
fold and still bigger increases had been
made in heavy indusirial products —
economic gains that were only possible
through the waging of fierce class strug-
gle to'uphold and extend dictatorship of
the proletariat.

In addition, China’s population policy
was also guided by the aim of narrowing
the gaps and inequalities between the
countryside - and the city. Therefore,
while in more densely populated areas
like the cities more emphasis was put on
birth control, in other, more sparsely
populated areas, especially those of
minority nationalities, measures were ac-
tually taken to facilitate population
growth even while making birth control
available.

In answer to the imperialists’ views
that *‘overpopulation’ is the cause of
poverty and that population growth sim-
ply means ‘‘more consumers' and an
obstacle 1o economic expansion, the rev-
olutionaries in China always stressed that
the population situation of a country is
determined by its social system and that
only with the overthrow of imperialism,
colonialism and neocolonialism could the
problem of poverty and backwardness in
much of the world be fundamentally
solved.

As far as the particular problem of birth
control, this was handled by the revolu-
tionaries in China as part of the overall
task of liberating women to play a more
full role throughout society. In stark con-
trast to the present revisionists’ policies
on birth control which view population
control as principally an economic prob-
lem (in other words keeping down the
number of mouths to feed), the revolu-
tionaries stressed that the principal rea-
son for birth control was to free women
from a life in which the family is the
centerpiece of their existence. As.pointed
out earlier, family planning campaigns
were seen as part of a wider campaign
against the feudal practice of early mar-
riage and subordination of women'tothe
hierarchy of the family, in which women
were frequently: faced with caring for

children for the rest of their lives by the
time they were 16 years old.

The struggle to utilize birth control as
one part of bringing about the liberation
of women was sometimes very fierce,
with the traditions of feudalism proving
to be a very stubborn obstacle to women
taking up new roles in society. It was in-
deed a protracted and long struggle that
did not always prove to be immediately
successful in overcoming age-old tradi-
tions, but: the direction of things was
definitely toward breaking successive
links in the chain of women’s oppression.

Onestory is told about how there wasa
lot of struggle over using birth control'in
the Dazhai Brigade. Many women were
reluctant to have small families, feeling
that' this would undermine their econ-
omic security, and they would not even
come to meetings to discuss the matter
because it was ‘‘too personal."” The
Chairman of the Women’s Congress in
that area, who was also a member of the
party branch, was the first to begin prac-
ticing birth control and publicly stated:
“Thisis not merely for reducing the num-
ber of children and my family burden,
burt also for enabling one to study, work
and labor more successfully, thus making
great contributions to the revolution.”

Unlike the present ‘‘carrot and stick”'
policies, birth control was seen as a social
question to be solved through political
struggle and persuasion — integrally link-
ed with the overall struggle to free women
from the continuing ideological fetters
that tended 10 make women think that
their lot in life was solely tied to the fam-
ily. For instance, durmg the Anti-Lin
Biao/ Confucius Campaign, study
groups were seen as.a very crucial means
for implementing the birth control
policy. These study groups struggled to
both break down the feudal ideas of
dependence on the family as well as exiol
the new role of women who, freed from
the confines of the home, were reaching
out and gaining new skills and making
contributions in every imaginable sphere
of economic and political work.

One poster which was printed and
hung upin health centers in China graph-
ically illustrates the uplifting and uncom-
promising stand of *‘putting politics in
command'"in relationship to implement-
ing birth control. The poster was called
““Plan for Good Birth Control for Revo-
lution™ (see picture) and shows a bare-
foot doctor holding a book entitled Lare
Marriage and Plan for Birth Conirol:
Collection aof Information and Experi-
ence. Her medical bag is inscribed,
“‘Serve the People." The captions for the
pictures around the periphery give the
reasons for practicing ‘‘planned birth!
(1) In order to study and apply Chair-
man Mao’s thought in a lively way; (2) In
order to consolidate the proletarian dic-
tatorship; (3) In order to prepare against
war, prepare against national disaster,
and for the people; (4) In order tosupport
world revolution (the poster the workers
are holding reads: ‘‘People of the Whole
World, Unite 1o Defeat the American Im-
perialists and All Their Running Dogs”’
— Mao Tsetung); (5) In order to cultivate
successors Lo the proletarian revolution
(the sign behind the teacher and student
reads: “‘Study Well and Make Progress
Every Day"); and (6) In order to grasp
revolution, promote production, carry
on work, and to prepare against war.

Today, in stark contrast to such a revo-
lutionary line, the ugly policies of birth
control are only one part of a wholesale
rechaining of women to subordinate and
unequal roles in society. In the “‘race to
catch up with the Western capitalist
world,” spending surplus on socialized
childcare or other social services con-
nected with raising children and house-
hold work is a low priority. And ‘““more
people’® to the revisionist rulers at this
particular juncture in China's economic
development just represents ‘‘more
mouths to feed’ (outweighing “‘more
hands to exploit,", with unemployment
such a major problem).

In one sense though, we should ac-
knowledge that (he revisionists in China
have proven that they can measure up 1o
some of the most up-to-date methods of
the “modernized’* world. After all, the
revisionists’ system of rewards and pun-
ishments for birth control is certainly as
modern as the practice of giving people
transistor radios in exchange for being
sterilized or giving women medical care if
they take birth control, as is done by
other “‘modern’’ capitalists in many
underdeveloped countries: ]
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“Forum of Views,” March,
Highlight Aflanta Women’s Day Events

As part of a wide range of Interna-
tonal Woinen’s Day evenis and celebra-
tions thisyear in Atlanta, the RCP hasin-
itiated aforum to be held Sunday, March
i1, entitled, **The Fundamental Source
of Women's Oppression and Iis Solu-
tion. " On aleaflet distribured citywide by
a broadly organized ad hoc committee
for International Women's Day, which
announced all of the various activities lo
be held over a four-day period from
March 8-11, the forum is described as *‘a
forum of views including matriarchism,
radical feminism, proletarian interna-
tonalism, presented by the RCP, among
others — with open discussion
following, "’

The ad hoc committee for IWD has
iself called for a march and rally on
March 8 in downtown Atlania, a film-
showing March 9, and'a day-long con-
ference March, 10 of workshops and
celebration ‘av Spelman College. The
Saturday workshops cover a fairly exten-
sive range of topics from women’s health

Seattie:

King: County, Washington. The first
asphyxiated'woman's body was found on
January 22, 1982, Since then 2 more
women have been listed as murdered.
Eleven more are missing. Names have ac-
cumulated at an alarming rate. Their
average age is 19. They are white, Black
and Asian. Someare runaways. Some are
prostitutes. Two have never been iden-
tified. Officially, these women are con-
sidered the victims.and possible victims in
the case of the Green River murders.

Since the summer of 1982 when five
bodies; all dead of asphyxiation, were
found in and on the banks of the Green
River which flows through South King
County, the Green River Task Force has
been assigned to investigate the case
under the authority of the King County
Police Pepartment. In one and a half
years they elaim (o have gathered 800
piecesiof evidence and brought in at least
five suspects for questioning. There have
been no arrests. They say they are
nowhere near solving the case, thal such

issues (presented by the Atlanta Feminist
Women’s Health Center and the Black
Waomen's:Health Project) to self-defense,
violence against women, religion and
women, and leenage women, A
workshop on women and peace will be
presented by members of Women
Against Military Madness (WAMM), a
local group formed to participate in the
blockade last fall of the Department of
Energy's key military nuke, the Savan-
nah River Plant, in conjunction with the
offensive in West Europe against U.S.
deployment of nukes there. A WAMM
spokeswoman said that in planning for
the I'WD workshop they wanted to make
sure that “*the issues of the world are our
issues.” Another workshop, “‘interna-
tionaliwomen,"" is being organized by.a
panel including the RCP, the Republic of
New Afrika and some individual women
from Africa and Central America.
These plans for International
Women's Day grew out of an ongoing
coalition, the Atlanta Coealition Against

Rape, which held a powerful march of
500 women, men and children through
downtown Atlanta last September, right
in the face of brutal and still escalating
violence against women. Partly duetothe
more general backwardness of the
region, Atlanta already has the highest
rate of rape of the major cities in the
U.S., and according 10 Atlanta Police
Department statistics released just last
week, the rate of rape increased'by 34%
in 1983. Right now it is hard to find
anyone who doesn’t knowa woman who
hasn't been raped. Given these [igures
(and as long as imperialism is intact all
Kinds of barbarism will continue to be
unleashed) ‘one out of three women will
be raped sometime during their lives —
an outrageous sitmation that has un-
leashed a widespread and furious
response, and, among a number ofl the
women who  have been drawn inlo
political life by'these attacks, thereis deep
searching for'how to end this oppression
of women once and forall.

_Inthecourseof the work of the Atlanta
Coalition Against Rape (which the RCP
has participated in since the Coalition’s
formation), and especially with IWD at
the forefront of people’s minds, the idea
and interest for a higher-level discussion
began to grow. The RCP’ proposed 1o
several women who represent some of the
political trendsiin feminist thought (hat a
forum of speakers representing these
views would help to both clarify the dif-
ferences  between Marxism and the
feminist trend, and also 1o raise the level
of unity.

Aswego to print, a woman who is a
matriarchist, one who is a radical
feminist, and one who is a proletarian in-
ternationalist will each give presentations
of their views. Other trends, particularly
Black feminism, may be represented as
well. The RW will report on the IWD
forumand eventsina futureissue. [

March Planned To Protest
Green River Murders

serial murders commonly take wo 1o
three years to solve and it is often just a
lucky break when in fact they are solved,
They claim it is most likely the work of a
lone psychopath. In'any case, there is no
sign that the murders have stopped. And
there is certainly reason to believe that a
coverup has started. Indeed it would be
unusual if there was no coverup.

For instance, there is no apparent
reason forthe Task Forceto limit the area
it considers the'turf of the Green River
killer/killers. In the greater King County
ared alone there are at least 15 other
murders of young women where the case
has nol been solved in the same period of
time as the 13 official murders. Many of
those women found dead appear to fit
many of the elements of the victims on
the official list — manner of death, type
of area they disappeared from, age, size,
ete. Oneof the most recent women added
to the missing list was last seen north of
the Seattle downtown area.

The police, press and state and local

governments have been eager 1o expand
the terrorization of women, particularly
young women. There have been endless
calls to turn in prostitutes and to clean up
the “‘strip,"" the area of prostitution
where many of the victims have disap-
peared from, just a mile west of the Gireen
River. A $100 bounty bill was'put to the
State House of Representatives (where it
passed by 95-2 but was Lo be rewritten in
less outrageous terms by a senate com-
mittee once the original bill had been pro-
perly popularized through the media).
This bill determined that anyone giving
informalion leading to the arrest, conyic-
tion and' imprisonment of anyone con-
nected with prostitution would receive a
$100 reward. The intent of the bill was
claimed by the-authorilies 10 aid in solv-
ing the Green River murder case. These
actions are viewed by many radical
women as nothing less than a stamp of
approval on the murders and a call for
open season on all women who have the
audacity to be our on the street

unescorted,

Outrage at the vicious murders and (he
ensuing reaction of dignified society is
beginning to break out. In particular the
Coalition to Stop the Green River
Murders, formed in January of this vear,
has called for a Women Take Back the
Nightmarch and rally; Feminists, revolu-
tionary anarchists, members of the Na-
tional Organizaiion of Women (NOW),
women from the Women'’s Peace Camp
(in Kent, Washington) and revolutionary
communists as well as others have joined
together in this coalition. Coming on the
heels of International Women's Day, the
women’s march is set for Friday, March
16 at 7:00 p.m. Women are gathering at
the Pike Place Marker in Seattle. The
granting of a march permit is still pending
as we go (o press, having just been putin
the hands of a cop well-known in'Seattle
for his racist and anti-women activity in
and out of uniform. [l

Without A
Home .on o s

Black Muslim and there was constant
struggle ‘between them. While taking a
couple of courses at Malcolm X, a junior
collége in Chicago, she investigated all
types of political groups and:also came in
contact with the RI¥. All of this was in
contrast to many of the women around
her, including her sisters.

Charlene was left homeless when sharp
personal conflicts developed between her
and the roommate, and she was forced 1o
move out suddenly just at the time when
her meager income from temporary of-
fice work and a seasonal Christmas job
dried up simultaneously. But she was
determined not to be a burden to her
mother or sisters, whose own desperate
situation isa testament tothe growing im-
miseration of proletarians from the op-
pressed nationalities.

She decided to stay at a shelter for the
homeless, Charlene explained, because
“‘my mother lives in a two-room apart-
ment. She has custody of two of my
sister’s children who were sexually abus-
ed by their father, and my younger
brother is living at home, too, in this tiny
place. Her landlord has been complain-
ing that there are too many people up
there living with her. She would gladly
have ler me stay, but I didn't want to
create any probiems for her because it’s
too damn cold to be getting evicted.'" She
also didn’t want te impose on another

sister supporting her four kids on welfare

because ‘‘she livesina3-1/2 room dump, ‘'

and it’s just too crowded."’

Another alternative would have been
to stay with her brother-in-law and'sister
and their Ffive kids 'who! are already
crowded into the same house with a third
sister and her six kids. But Charlene has
sharp conflicts with this sister over how
she dealt with the incest committed
against her two daughters. *“The girls:are
11 and 13 now, and he was doing this
since they were six, If it were up to me,
he'd be dead,’" she said bluntly, her face
darkening with anger. ““The girls finally

told us, my mother and I, two years ago. .

Even after they told us and the doctor
confirmed it, my sister wasn't concerned
about the girls. She was concerned about
posting his bail when the police arrested
him."

Although their situation may be more
harsh and extreme, the experience of
homeless: women is no aberration or
deviation from the normal workings of
imperialism's oppression of women, but
rather a concentrated expression of'it. As
Charlene said, ““When I had to get out of
my place, | was really depressed, | felt
like ‘where in the hell am | gonna go?’
When [ got to the shelter | didn’t realize
there are so many people who don't have
a place to go. It really made me angry.
When I'm riding on the el I sée people
lined up outside the Pacific Garden Mis-
sion just waiting to get in, waiting just lo
get this one damn meal; and downtown
on Randolph Street, homeless people
with nowhere to go. And, damn, I
thought, this is fuckin® America, this is
the homeof the free.”’ [B]
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T-shirts

Order in time for
International
Women'’s Day,
March 8th

Bold silkscreen print of
pouncing lioness with red
rhinestone eyes on a
variety of colors of T-shirts.
Red slogan on the back
$12.50

Available from

Revolution Books Stores
and Qutlets

(See address list page 4)

Alsa available by mail from RCP Publications, P.0. Box 3486 Chicago, IL 60654

Mail Order Form
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Indicate first, second and third choices in the boxes below. For multiple orders, duplicate the form and indicate choices for each T-shirt ordered.

Because ol limiled supplies, we may run oul of cerfain colors or styles. While every elfort will be made to send. you ane of your (hree preferences, we may have lo send you a substitule color or Slyle

_Spanish Slogan English Slogan

Regular T-shirt Regular T-shirt  Muscle T-shirt

O Gray Large ] White Large

O Gray Medium O White Medium
Muscle T-shirt O Gray Large

O Yeltow Large O Gray Medium

O Yellow Medium

O White Large

O White Medium
O Gray Large

O Gray Medium
O Yellow Large
O Yellow Medium

Please send shirt /s to:

Name

Address

Enclosed is §

Zip
shirt/s plus 75¢ postage.






