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Last October, durlng a period when

| talk of Lebanese “‘national reconcilia- |
& tion”” under U.S. sponsorship still had

4 somecurrency, anunnamed U.S. official
I gave the press a candid assessment of

what, under cover of the ‘‘peace
| process,”’ the U.S. was more specifically
aiming for. Speaking of the massive U.S.

rearmament program then under way for =

the Lebanese army, a program which in-
cluded the emergency shipment of some
68 additional tanks to Beirut, the official
noted, ‘A tank is.a real power symbol
You put one of them at each intersection
in Beirut and the man in the street wm
think twice about whichi side to join™
(New Yark Times, October 21, 1983).
Today, many additional arms ship-

ments and training certificates for |

Lebanese arms conseripts later, *‘the man
in the street’’ in Beirut presents a very dif-

ferent picture indeed. Whatever the

ultimate outcome of the current round of

fighting, it is clear that U.S. strategy, |

aims, and “‘credibility’* in Lebanon have
suffered a severe blow. The Gemayel
goyernment has lost what razer thin mar-
gin of credibility it had; this erstwhile
symbol of a “sovereign'’ Lebanon luday
stands-as the “legitimate’* represemalw

only of the despised right-wing Christian 8
Phalange Party and militia, its §

“sovereign borders™ consisting of the

Phalangist strongholds of East Beirut

and Junieh (the “‘capital’’ of the coastal
Maronite enclave north of Beirut).

A

The Lebanese army, upon whosa
shoulders such grandiose U.S. hopes
rested, has gonc over in great numbers to
the “enemy,’’ a reported 40% of its

soldiers having defected ordeserted asof =8
February 7. And in the perverse ter- =8 =

minology of U.S.
Beirut has ‘‘fallen."” Having endured 18 |
months of suppression '‘under the

Gemayel government — including night-

ly curfews and the routine arrests of
“‘suspects’’ (a very broad category indeed
under Gemayel’s reign) — many of West

i Beirut’s inhabitants haye ‘once: again

“surfaced,'”joining the Druseand Shi’ite
militias ‘and consolidating contrel over
the area. They are being actively joined
by the defecting units of the armyand at
least:for the present, the only tanks or ar-
mored personnel carriers to be found in
these streets are under these forces con-
trol. A similarsituation exists throughout
Beirut’s southern suburbs; as for the
Lebanese army posts adjacent to ithe
marine position near the Beirut airport,
these are reportedly also in the hands of
the militias and defecting Lebanese army
units.

There are eclements of paopular
upheaval in all this; the New York Times
on February 8, reported with discernible
queasiness the su.,ht of ““Leftist youth' in
West Beirut, “‘collecting on street cor-

| ners, slapping hands like baskctbdll

players after a successful dunk shot.’
Picking one's way judiciously through

‘ Continued on page 12

imperialism, West F=
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What's Behind the
Detroit “School Girl”’ Rapes"

©On Tuesday, January 24, Michele
Jackson did not return from Detroit's
Murray Wright High School. By nightfall
her family called the police and began
searching for her. The next morning her
aunt found her partly-nude bedy in a
debris-strewn parage one block from
home. She had been raped and strangled
in the pre-dawn hours as she walked two
blocks to cateh the bus to school. In an
outpouring of grief and rage hundreds
lined the street outside the chapel at her
wake, The brutal murder of this 16-year-
old Black youth was the first killing in
what is noew being called “'the schoolgirl
rapes.”’

Rape overall in Detroit is up 32% and
the current rape wave has been directed at
young women and girls, mainly Black,
traveling to and from: school in the city.
There have been o date 52 such sexnal
assaults since the beginning of the school
vear, 37 of them occurring between the
hours of 6:45 and 9 a.m. Most have taken
place in abandoned houses and parages
that dot almost every block in the city,
many in subfreezing temperatures. :

Reports’ of such incidents began sur-
facing in the press in Deécember. At that
time authorities were atlempling (o
downplay “‘the problem” stating, ““We

have no count of the number of such in-

cidents that have occurred since school
opened in September; nor do we know
whether the number of incidents is up
compared to recent years." Possibly as
the result of infighting or pressure from

angry parents, the Detroit Free Press con-
ducted its own examination of police files
in December. They found, at that time,
37 sexual assaults or attempted assaults
on school age females durmg the before
and after schopl hours in September. In
one week in Oclober there were six, one of
them involving a 10-year-old girl raped in
an abandoned house after being grabbed
from behind by ‘a man who put a knife to
her throat. .

To date almost every city high school
has been affected and many middle
schools as well, Three rapes have been
reported by students at all-Black Nor-
thern High and two at Central, ‘another
all-Black inner city school. Two weeks
after the murder of Michele Jackson, a
l4-year-old Northern student was raped
inside the school building during school
hours. The principal, who only days
before had been lauded'in a Free Press ar-
ticle, ‘‘a man of principle leads Northern
High; ™ claimed that the girl had made up
the story. This could not happen in his
school, and besides *‘she had no visible
bruises on her body.” The next day a
17-year-old in nearby Highland Park was
dragged intoa garageand raped by a man
with a gun as she walked to school at 7:30
a.m. in freezing temperatures. No one
dared to claim she made up the incident
since a pistol whipping resulted in seven
stitches to her head.

Even as they have been forced to act,
authorities are still'trying to get over with
the line of “‘nothing unusual here.” As he

convened his: February 8 *‘community
summit onirape’’ the mayor stated, *‘the
problem is serious everywhere and
whether it is more serious here is
something we are still trying to ‘deter-
mine,'’

Now, let’s really get serious. Rape in
this country has already, reached world-
class levels where every 8 minutes a
woman is raped. In the nearby college
town of Ann Arbor there is a map posted
with red pins marking rape sites, and
throughout the country women have
demonstrated to “take back the night.”
Perhaps we can now add *‘take back the
morning”’ as well. The rapes in Detroit
may be “‘simply’’ the normal carnage of
this 'system's violence against women
reaching a new record low or something
more conscious, since the systematic
character of the offensive does have the
edge of something like a “‘campaign.”
This needs to be brought to light.

Typically,
authorities, the administrators and en-
forcers of all this oppression has been
“‘rely on us,”” “work with us.”’ There
have been constant calls to rehire the laid
off police and for more “‘police-
community cooperation’”including beef-
ing up the mayor's “‘neighborhood
watch’' committees. More pigs! What a
solution to the problem of rape (or any
other outrage of this system). The tens of
thousands' of women who have been
raped can certainly testify to the ‘‘sen-
sitivity’" of the police on this question —

the response of the.

not to mention those women who have
been raped by the police. And more pigs
we get, as the mayor's summit meeting
came up with the following *‘‘peace
plan’: redeploying the police in foot
patrols around the city's schools (which
.are already run like prisons) in hours of
peak (raffic before and after school;
utilizing three thousand city vehicles
equipped with two-way radios as the
“‘eyesand ears of the police’’ (they should
have added “‘snouts’’); and using four
police helicopters to *‘light up the skies as
they hover over areas around (he city
schools!in the early morning hours.'" At
the same time, one police sergeant public-
ly demonstrated real skill in police-
community relations pointing the finger
of blame at the parents, saying that
parents should be **held accountable for
whatever happens to their children.’
We've heard this before, — as in the
response of the authorities to the Black
youth murdersin Atlanta. As we pointed
out around the Atlanta murders, only the
people can solve thiscase — ultimately by
overthrowing ‘the system that spawns
such atrocities. The depraved social rela-
tions which enforce women's oppression
in a thousand ways, and whatever else is
going on in this casé, must be exposed
and opposed by the young women who
are the particular targets in this instance
and by all those youth, proletarians, and
others who hate this shit. Cl

An
American
Axe

Murder

In'quiet Mt. Clemens, a mostly-white
suburb of Detroit, it is only a few blocks
from Judge Daner’s office past the red
brick colonial-style buildings to the
town's only moyie theater — this week
featuring Her Wicked Ways, rated XXX.
And in late January Circuit Judge James
Daner clarified some basic issues of mar-
riage in bourgeois society. Ina case where
the man killed his wife with anaxe the day
after she told him she was in love with
another man —a Black man — the judge
rejected first- and second-degree murder
charges and convicted the man on a
voluntary manslaughter charge.

Citing what he considered a man's
understandable rage over his wife’s in-
fidelity, he said, ‘“Here’s the defendant,
then, for the first time, faced with the
horrible mess, withan infidelity. Not only
an infidelity — and I do not wish to be
called a racist, but we are in'a court of law
anda spade hasito becalled a spade — but
an infidelity with a Black man.

...Taking this defendant's
background and history, it had to be so
upsetting, so disturbing, he was driven to
anger, he was driven to frustration, he
was driven to hatred.”

Part of the defendant’s **background”’
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included the fact that'he was a Jehovah's
Witness whose fundamentalist inter-
pretation of the Bible includes the belief
that adulterers are stoned to death. He
also had great anxiety about another
piece of his “‘property,"’ the kids, “‘that he
would' lose them.”’ He therefore, after
learning of his wife’s desire to be with this
other man, selected the axe, placeditina
bedroom, woke the kids up the next mor-
ning and sent them off to school, and
then hacked at his wife 12 times. After
searching unsuccessfully for thewoman’s
lover, he picked up the kids from school,
drove to Indiana, and then called the
police.

Judge Daner has a reputation as a
*‘just and fair’® man, stemming partly
from the days a decade ago when he was
one of the few white lawyers in Mit.
Clemens that would defend a Black man,
His more recent'rulings in the interests of
*justice’” have included a courtroom
policy of not granting injunctions against
husbands to battered wives unless they
have two previous instances on record
with the police of being battered. ~

Apparently the judge felt'called to de- .
fend himself after his'ruling enggn_dercd a
storm of protest from organizations such

as the NAACP, the Wolverine Bar
Assaciation(a Black attorneys’ group)
and the Midwest section of NOW. “‘I in-
advertently used ‘a phrase that in my
youth had noracial connotations. I simp:
ly meant, ‘Let’s look at reality.'”

Nowthat'sachallenge! Well, one reali-
ty, which the judge himself let slip out, is
thatin many such cases the outraged hus-
band is convicted of insanity, sent to the
forensic institute and examined by two
psychiatrists for three weeks, given a drug
prescription and sent home, In fact, the
defense in this case pleaded insanity. Bul
Judge Daner is a real law and order man,
and besides, he likes to look at reality so
he understands that chopping up your
wife is not insane,

While the judge cries, “‘not me — I
don’t think like this,’* he can certainly
understand where this man is coming
from, and no doubt knows many more
like him. Indeed, in reality, the judge
went the defense and the prosecution one
better by himself introducing racist
‘ideelogy as a motive, and himself point-
mg;eﬁul that it was even more understan-
“table why the axesman chiopped up his

: wafe since a Black man was involved. On

Continued on page 10

CONTACT THE Revolutionary Worker
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 60654
IN YOUR AREA CALL OR WRITE:

Califomnia:

Los'Angelas Area, c/o Revolution Books Outlet, 746 5. Alvarado No. 7, Los Angeles, CA 80057
2907

(213)484

San Diego, P.O. Box 16033, San Diege, CA 92116
San Francisco, c/o Everybody’s Bookstore, 1541 Grant Ave.; San Francisco, CA 94133.(415) 781-4989

District of Columbia; cio Revolution Books, 2438 181h St. N.W., Washington, DC 20009 (202) 265-1969
Georgla: clo Aevolution Books Oullel, 859-1/2 M.L. King Dr,, Atlanta, GA 30314 (404) 577-4656

Hawali: cio Revolution Books; 2648 South King St., Honalulu, HI'96826 (808) 944-3106

linots: ¢/o Revolution Books Outlet, 3443 N, Shefflald, Chicage, 1L 60657 (312)528-5353

Kentucky: P.O, Box 3005, Cincinnatl, OH 45201 or call (513) 2814275

Maryland: Revolutionary Worker, P.0. Box 1892, Baltimore, MD 21203

Massachusalts: c/o Revolution Books, 90 River St., Cambridge, MA 02138 (617) 492:9016

Michigan: c/o Revolution Books Outlet, 5744 Woodward Ave., Detroit, M 48202 (313) 8722286
Missouri: P.O. Box 6013, St. Louis, MO 63138 (314) 7736068

New York:

Buffalo, Box 121, Ellicott Station, Bulfalo, NY 14205
NYC & New Jersey: cfo Revolution Boaks, 138 West 10th/St, NY, NY 10014 (212) 691-3345

North Carolina: P.O. Box 11712; Durham, NG 27703 (819) 6882878

Ohio:

Clneininatl, o/o Revolution Boaks Outlet, 110 W. MeMillan St., Cincinnall, OH 45218 (513) 2814275

Claveland, clo Revolution Books Qutlet, 2800 Mayfleld Rd., Cleveland Haighls OH 44118

(218), 032.2543

Dayton, P.O. Box 3005, Cincinnati, OH 45201 (513) 281-4275

0

I-',.’gl?‘:‘l)r‘llnnd, POl Box 3821, Portland; OR 97208 (503) 2881374

Eugene: c/lo RCYB, P.O. Box 3723, Eugene, OR 97403
Pannsylvania: P.O, Box 11789, Philadelphia, PA 19104 (215) 625:8567
Texas: P.O. Box 18112, Houston, TX 77223 (713),826:2080
Washington State: clo Revolution Books, 5232 University Way N.E. Seallle, WA 98105 (206) 6278558



February 10, 1984— Revolutionary Worker—Page 3

OVERRULE THIS,

To All Those Who Refuse To

Live and Die On Their Knees R T1{ITT

Part | |

by Bob Avakian

Capitalism: Will There Ever Be Anything Better Or Higher?

The capitalists that rule this country want us to think — much as they know
it's not true — that what I'm talking about is impossible. They want to tell us
that 1t is impossible’to move beyond capitalism. ““It’s human nature to have'
some people rule over and exploit others.” **This is the highest system there
ever has been and there ever will be.” **I don’t care where you go or how far in-
to the future you look, there is nothing that will ever be better or higher than
this. It it is painful to you (as they have to admit it is for millions of people),
then try to find, in one way or another, a little pleasure amidst all this pain. If'
you can’t deal with it and you have to cry about it, go off in the corner because
we don’t want to hearit. If you can’t stand that, then blow your brains out or
pep pills and kill yourself because we don’t have time to worry about you.”
This:is what they want us to do. This is what they want us to think: This is:the
highest form of society there ever will be; it is a society that is going to be based
on pain, so try to get whatever pleasure you can.

They don’t need and it is actually not most effective for them to have big
flashing neon signs to say: CAPITALISM IS THE ONLY WAY!
CAPITALISM IS THE HIGHEST AND BEST SOCIETY! GIVE UP ON
EVER CHANGING THIS SOCIETY! They know people don't believe their
advertising. How many people out here believe a single advertisement you have
ever heard in your life? If you do, you haven’t woken up yet. Very few people, |
don't care how backward politically, do not know that every one of these ads
they'put out is a lie. You know these guys don’t use this stuff they say they use.
it doesn’t do what it is supposed to do. Everybody knows that, These are lies
they spread out here all the time.

They are more sneaky about how they promote theirsystem. They know that
everything ina society divided into classes is going to serve one classor another.
Don’t tell me these ideas presented in the culture out here are just upin the sky;
they serve and represent one kind of system or another, one class or another;
they serve and represent society being organized one way or the other. The
capitalists know this, they understand this. They are fighting for their lives to
save themselves from historical extinction. They use culture against us because
they know people like music and need entertainment, just to be able to keep it
together to go to work some more. They know that we want movies and drama
and plays and songs. But this stuff is working on our minds, because they are
the ones who controlit. Now some people put up a fight and some decent stuff
sneaks through but overwhelmingly and when it comes down toacrunch, they
control it — from the newspapers to the churches to the schools to the TV and
the radio.

This article is the fourteenth-in a series of material compiled from a 1979
speaking tour by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Central Committee of the
RCP,USA. This was the last publicspeaking tour Bob Avakian has been able to
make due to international political persecution, which continues to this day.
The above are edited excerpts from a speech giver in Cleveland, Ohio. It is the
Jfirst of two parts — ed. ]
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Think about what they are putting over on us. ‘‘Life is hell so try to find
whateverlittle pleasure you can, and forget about the rest of it.”" It comes out in
their songs. 1 know a lot of people go out here and say, ‘‘No, not me. I just
listen to the musicand I just getdown with the beat. [ don’t payany attentionto
the words."* You know it ain’t so. You'll find yourself walking down the street
singing those words. You'll find yourself climbing in the shower and repeating
lhosesongs Think about it. Whateffect doesit have on your mind when seven-
ty times in one song with a powerful beat, it comes banging out at yous:
“There’s nothing more that I want (o do, than take the floor and dance with
you''?

Now our party says people need to have a good time, people need to dance.
We like music and we believe that all these different forms and kinds of music
can be used when the working class takes control of society, if theyare infused _
with a revolutionary content. But think about what they are doing to numb our
minds out here. You mean to tell me that the highest aspirations or hopes or
dreams we have are to get down, shake our booties, boogie on down, and shake
our bodies down to the ground? We can’t think about anything higher than
that? There is nothing more that we want to do than that? I don’t believe it! —
and neither do you. But they are working on our minds.

Take another song that is out here by a rock group called Doctor Hook, a
song called ““When Yout're in Love with a Beautiful Woman.'* 'What is the .
message of thissong? When you arein love with a beautiful woman, what does
it mean? Is life wonderful? No! — itis miserable. If you are in love wuh a
beautiful woman, you have to look over your shoulder all the time. You have to
hold onto her tight. You can’t even trust your own friends, they’ll try to.take
her away from you. When I was a kid they had another version of this. It went
like this: ““If you want to be happy for the rest of your life, never make a pretty
woman your wife, From my personal point of view, get an ugly girl to marry
you."' The idea was that if you marry an ugly girl, she will be so grateful that
she will never say a bad word to you. She will be so happy that you picked her
that she will do everything you say. She will cook, she will clean, she will do
anything and everything for you. This is a bullshit line. It is a fairy tale in the
first place and reactionary rotten poison besides. Think about a song that says:
when you'rein love with a beautiful woman, life is miserable because you can't
trust your friends. Here is a line, here is a message that says women are a piece
of‘meat or a little toy to be possessed by a man and paraded around, but you
can’t even do that happily because you have to fight your friends off since they
will try tosteal your possession from you, What kind of rotten outlook is that?
What kind of a system promotes that kind of view? What kind of a system pro-
motes the view that one person belongs to another as a possession? The stand
of our class is that we don’t want anyone to belong to anyone else. We want
people to. move forward equally to abolish that kind of society and outlook all
logether.

This is something they just can’t deal with. Once you begin to reject their
ideas — that a woman is just a little ornament or a piece of meat to be owned by
a man and, on the other hand, that a woman has to look for a man to bring
home the bacon and he is the one on whom she totally depends; and if you can-
not make it, if you cannot keep your family'dressed the way they tell you it has
to be dressed, fed the way it is'supposed to be fed, and in the kind of housing

‘they put on'TV.with The Brady Bunch and all the rest, then you are not aman!

Being a man out here means that you are like Fred MacMurray and My Three
Sons. If you are broken down, exploited, and crushed under this system, then it
is your fault. You are not a man unless you are able to live this lie of the
American Dream which is nothing but a nightmare burnmg in the guts of
millions of’ people. 2

Being a man or being a woman or being a person does not depend on being a
good' hard-working slave under this system. Being a person means rising up
together with other people equally, men and women, Black, white, all races
and nationalities, consciously united to overthrow this system and move ontoa
society where for the first time people can actually start treating each other like
people. That's exactly what it is all about, but they:are working on our minds,
telling us it can never be that way. Through their whole rotten way of life they
have created a war out there. Even between men and women, and husband and
wife, it's a war and/ they want us to blame ourselves for that, too. We have to
wake up and realize that it is not what life has to be about and we cannot
tolerate it being that way any longer.

We cannot accept their rotten ideas, no matter what package they comein. |
don't want to be better than somebody else. Communism teaches us that it is
Continued on page 4
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Those Who Refuse

Continued from page 3

not a fact that some people have to be better than others. That is the reac-
tionary outlook of the very people we have to overthrow, and we have to cast
off that way of thinking. As soonas they have you thinking thatyouhave to be,
or you are, better than somebody else — because you are a man and they are a
woman, you are white and they are Black, you live in this country and they live
in that one, you speak this language and they speak that one, you live in this
neighborhood and they live in that one — as soon as they have'you thinking
that. . .they have got you! Your life is over until you wake up and cast off that
burden; you might as well'be dead. I'll tell'you the truth, we can’t afford this.
Why do we have to be better than somebody else? Why do we have to lord it
over somebody else? Why do we have to get one little thing more than
somebody else 5o we can wave it in their face, really trying to console ourselves
for the fact that we ain’t got nothing in the first place but misery? Wecan't af-
fprd this. We have to cast it off and get rid of it. But they are working all the
time on our minds to tell us, ““You might as well just go along with all that
stuff, because nothing better than this is ever going to come along.”

Superman and Star Trek

Let’s go over to the movies. Recently they put out this movie Superman.
They had to make a new moyie because the old Superman wentand jumped out
the window and committed suicide — apparently he wasn’t so super. Now they
have come out with this new movie which has millions of dollarsiin special ef-
fects technology and in fancy advertising: ““You will actually believe that he is
flying’’ — so they said. Now think about it. What is the message of this film?
Again, it isn’t flashing out in neon lights but it is there, working subtly all the
time, and if we don’t wake up to it, it is going to betwisting and corrupting our
thinking. What are they saying with Superman? Here’s this dude, Superman,

- who comes from a planet, Krypton, light years away and light years ahead of
anything that we have ever seen or imagined. He is forced to leave that planei
and he comes over here to the Earth after living in this advanced civilization,
light years away and light years ahead of us. He comes down here, and you
mean to tell me that he can’t do anything higher or better than defend
capitalism — **Truth, Justice, and the American Way” — I don't believe it!
You mean to tell me that thousands of years from now, if peaple came back
from that time or from societies which had advanced that far, the highest thing
they could put forward tous s to defend and uphold this madness we are living
under now? I don’t believe it and neither do you, but that’s the message they
are putting out, and not just in Superman. -

Remember Star Trek? It has been going on for how many years now in
reruns? And why? Because it is doing such a good job for them. What is the
message of that show? The same thing. Here you have the 8.S. Enterprise and
its crew. Youmean to tell me that thousands of years from now \omen are still

going 1o be wearing miniskirts? I don’t believe it. Here they are, the crew of this

ship, going out to what they call the “final frontier’” — space — traveling in-
tergalactically through all the different constellations and into the, farthest
regions of spacé. They are going all the way out there and what have they
found? They have found feudal societies with landlords and peasants,
emperors and monarchs, kings and queens. They have gone to other solar
systems and found other planets where the people are re-enacting the drama of
the Earth, 1930, Chicago, USA, Al Capone and Bugs Moran. They have gone
to other planetsand found a combination.of the very old and the morerecentas
we know it — namely they have found gladiators fighting on television. Onstill
other planets they have found people who have no bodies, just minds that can
take various shapes and can move different material things all around, just
with their minds. They have found all this — and they have never found
anything higher than capitalism — and I don’t believeit! In the whole universe,
no-matter how far you go or how far into the future — they are trying to tell us
there will never be anything higher or better than this, this is it.

. From the Real Future Looking Back

Now I would like to step back for a moment and look at the real picture of
what the futureis going to be like and, in particular, of how peoplein the future
— say, a thousand years from now — will look back on us today, and on what
we are going through and the kind of society we have. Let’s picture, for.exam-
ple, a young person growing up and people in the older generation at that time
explaining to him or to her, to this young kid, what life was likeatthe end of the
twentieth century on the planet Earth. The young kid will be saying something
like this:

“Now let me get this straight. I really don’t know anything about this and
want to get it straight. You mean to tell me that thousands and thousands of
people, the masses of people, all went down every day to theselarge-scale slave
holes where there were these big machines, and everybody was tied to a
machine for one-third to one-half of their waking hours, and they all slaved
together on these big machines giving their lives away to that? And a few people
stood up among them and said, ‘All this belongs to me, and the rest of you have
to work for me or you cannot live’ — and people accepted that? What'a waste!
That's outrageous, that’s criminal.

“Yon mean to tell me that these people all went to-and fro on these same
tracks every day — what were they called, ‘roads’? — back and forth like ants
ta an anthill, each of them encased and enclosed in a rotting flimsy metal con-
traption of cheap steel and other metals with glass and plastic? And they all
stood in line for hours and hours to get some kind of liquid fuel to putin these
things to make four rubber balloons go around and around so they could go
down these tracks, back and forth, back and forth, every day to work in these
modern slave factories for the — what were they called, the ‘capitalists’? —
who said they owned it all? And people spent hours going back and fort hdown
these ‘roads” never talking to each other, each afraid of everyone else, pushing
little buttons down so the doors of these contraptions could not be opened?
And then at night they went home to things that were called — what was t, the
“American Dream’? — and everyone wanted to have their own little home with
alarms all overit, bars onall the windows and eight kinds of locks on thedoors,
and some people actually made money selling locks to other people to lock their
homes Lo protect them from still other people —and then people said this socie-
ty was the highest society that could ever be. . ,and people really believed thai?
That’s not true, that’s a lie! That's monstrous! That can’t be true, tell me the
truth. I'm trying to learn about history. Why are you telling me all these lies-
and these fairy tales?"

And as the older generation Keeps explainirig more about society at that time,
the young kid will go on and say:

‘Y ou mean to tell me that some people actually said one race of people was

smartand hard-working and industrious and deserved tobe on'top of and over
another race which was lazy and dumb and ignorant and'foolish? By'the way,
whatisa ‘race’? You mean to tell me that some people said if one personlooked
different than:another and the two wanted to get married and have children
and raise a family, that was against nature or a crime against humanity — and
peo;:.;le believed that and accepted that? That’s barbarous, how could that be
true

““You mean to tell me that people went around all day, especially when they
gotintotrouble, addressihg and pleading to something or someone that did not
exist but other people said, ‘It's all right, they aren't insane because they are
talking'to God'or Allah,” and people accepted that? You mean toitell me, even
more than that, some people dressed themselves up in different fancy clown
suits, paraded themselves around in big circus tents, and in fire-breathing and
thunderous tones invoked the name of this nonexistent being, trying to, in-
timidate everybody else with the fear of being burned alive for’eternity? And
then at the end, thousands of people ran forward in the name of this nonexis-
tent being, fell on their knees, and threw money at this fool — and people ac-
cepted that? I'can’t believe that! That's criminal, that’s ridiculous! How could
that possibly have happened? How could people possibly have put up with
that? Tell me the truth. I can’t stand these lies; I want to know what really went
0“.”

Then it will be explained that these capitalists had made the workers, the
slaves, manufacture long steel implements into which missiles were put, which
could be exploded so that fire came out the end and launched a missile to rip
flesh ‘and kill other people. And when the capitalists saw people getting out of
line, rising up against them, they sent their police forces out with these ex-
ploding steel implements toshoot down the people. When a big crisis came in
the society and the capitalists of various countries — yes, it will be explained,
the world was divided up into many different *‘countries’’ and “‘nations,’" as
they were called at that time — then the most powerful of the capitalists, who
not only dominated the slaves in their owncountry but dominated other coun-
tries and nations as well, dividing up the whole world between them, then they
called on the people they had been enslaving and forced them at the point of
one of these ‘‘guns” — as they were called — to put on different colored
uniforms with different insignia to go out from different lands and Kill each
other off while all the capitalists sat in the background, manipulating things
and making money off this, waiting for the ““war'’ — as it was called — to be
over so they could seize a larger chunk of the world to dominate and pile up still
more wealth from the territory they had looted.

And this young kid will ask: ““Youmean to say that people went along with
that? People didn’t rise up against that?"’

And it will be explained that, yes, people did more and more see through this
and did begin to rise up against it, did begin to take some of these exploding
steel implements that shot missiles and said: ““Let’s not use these to rip each
other’s flesh any longer. Let’s aim them at the capitalists and their enforcers, &

“And at that point someone actually stood up, tried to get in the middle of
this, and said to the people, ‘Now, now, we can’t have any violence. Violence
won't accomplish anything,” and peaple accepted, or believed or were fooled
by that?”, the young kid will protest. “That can't be. It's criminal! It’s
monstrous! It's barbarous!™

Then it will be explained that, yes, that actually did happen, but finally peo-
ple saw through that as well and recognized it for what it was. They saw
through it and finally did rise up, took these *‘guns’* in hand, made revolution,
and then finally buried the gunsalong with all the other horrors that were part
of society in the past, and thatis why today, a thousand years later, we can look
back and both laugh and cry at what people had to go through at theend of the
twentieth century on the planet Earth.

Once we begin to see what the future is really going to look like, then wecan
see that this capitalist system is far from eternal. It has only come intobeingasa
slightly higher form of society than feudalism which preceded it, and it has
already brought into being its own gravedigger and created the conditions for
its overthrow. It has concentrated the working class of people, and although'it
keeps them confused, divided, often demoralized, and under its heel, yet and
still it is inevitable that time and again people will try to find a way to rise.up
against this enslavement and finally will develop the understanding and the
organizationnot just to rise upand be beaten back, but to rise up the final time,
carry the struggle through, bury this system once and for all, and move onto a
whole bright future.

Once we understand this, we can laugh here because it sounds absurd when
you project ahead and then reflect back to see what we are going through today
__ it sounds absurd. We can recognize how ridiculous itis that not only are we
still going through this stage of history, but that some people have the nerve or
are so ignorant that they actually step forward and say, ‘“This is:the highest
society can ever be and things will never change.”” Today we not only have to
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The Ali-Around Nuclearization of U.S. Armed Forces

A Hidden and Deadly
Passion

-

It is widely known that both the U.S.
and the Soviet Union have entered in the
last few vears into an intense and deadly
round of nuclear weapons buildup as one
of the central aspects of their mutual
preparations for World War 3. Some of
this buildup has been under some degree
of publicity and controversy, either
because of mass opposition, debate in
ruling circles, or exposure by the other
bloc. But while weapons like the MX or
the Pershing I or the Soviet SS-20 have
represented, each in their own way, im-
portant additions and escalations in the
nuclear arsenals of the respective sides,
each are actually only a small part of the
current expansion of nuclear force. This
expansion isnot only largely hidden from
public view, it is grafted onto a much
more massive apparatus ¢f weapons pro-
duction, storage, transportation, training
of military forces in use, security, and

handling, and a decades old accumula-
tion of nukes that have also mainly been
hidden from view.

A recently published book, Nuciear
Weapons Data: Book, Volume 1: U.S.
Nuclear Forces and Capabilities, gathers
together into a single volume the bulk of
what is currently publicly known about
the U.S. nuclear arsenal. Seven more
volumes are planned to cover various
related questions, including the Soviel
arsenal. The picture of the U.S. nuclear
forces that emerges from Volume 1 is a
stark one of the U.S. imperialists dead
seriously preparing militarily for a
nuclear World War 3, But the picture
presented in dry and almost numbing
detail in the data book shows more than
that general truth; it shows a U.S.

military apparatus that increasingly has

nuclear weapons woven into every
branch-and almost every unit; it shows a

Chinese Revisionists
Embrace Nuclear Waste

For a moment it seemed thai the
description'of the events carried by the
New York Times *'Business Day’* section
on Wednesday, February 8, might have
been a plant, a piece of lunatic disinfor-
mation carefully and brilliantly put in
place for the unsuspecting editors of the
Times to pladdingly reproduce. How else
could you explain the name of one of the
two protagonists involved, a West Ger-
man nuclear Supply corporation called
“Nukem®'? Presumably pronounced
“nuke 'em.”" Who thinks of these
names? .

But there was nothing contrived abot
the events described by the Times.
Nukem, it seems, has a bigger problem
thanitsname: like the other giant nuclear
power companies, it has thousands of
tons, of spent nuclear fuel ‘on hand and
nowhereto putit. These wastesare highly
radioactive and have been blessed with
virtual eternal life. Besides that, they are
caustic and ofien continue 1o, give off
hear, even boiling by themselves, Where
does anyone (much less.a company nam-
ed Nukem) put thousands of tons of a
concoction like that? Even the most com-
placent burgermeister is hardly likely (o
quiescently tolerate the prospect of bed-
ding down each night adjacent to some
thousand-ton kettle of nuclear stew.

The idea has been floated previously,
for several years now, of finding some

appropriate place in the Third World to
put this nuclear stew. But even with all the
Pinochets and Mobutusiand all the other
minions of imperialism in power there,
still nowhere has been willing to take the
waste. Until now — until finally there has
stepped forward to do what no other
flunkey would® do, to turn their own
country into a deposit for the world's
nuclear excrement...who else but the
revisionist rulers of China? They did pro-
mise us they would reach “new world
standards’' didn’t they? What truer and
more graphic image is there of these revi-
sionists than Mao Tsetung’s old descrip-
tion: ‘‘running dogs,’" salivating, their
tongues hanging out, drooling in an-
ticipation of the ‘*hard'currency'’ they
will:get for swallowing this latest tossing
from their masters. Oh ves, they will use
the **hard currency'’ to carry en with the
campaign to. “modernize China’'
while more foreign enclaves willno doubt
be erected, complete with the newly
allowed majority foreign corporate
ownership. Don'l count on'this including
modernizing cancer research.

Not to get nationalist, but this latest bit
of groveling and shit-eating by the revi-
sionists recalls the point made by the
“Gangof Four" inconnection with Deng
and his program :of capitulation, that
anyonein China with even a modicum of
national pride would have to puke. By
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military incapable of waging a world war:
without going nuclear almost immediate-
ly. It is not surprising that, according to
the Christian Science Monitor, both the
Department of Defense and the Depart-
ment of Energy say it'is "‘not in the na-
tional interest’” to publish such material.

Strictly, quantitatively, the arsenal is
massive. Right now, there are over 26,000
nuclear warheads ready to use. Over
200,000 people and an:annual budget of
over $35 billion are bound upin develop-
ment, production, care of those in the
stockpile, and the planning for their use.
They are stored in 200 storage sites and
military bases, not counting the ships and
planes roaming the world already packed
with nukes. Qver 100 of the storage sites
are outside the borders of the U.S., most
of them in:West Germany, the rest run-
ning from England to Italy, across to
Greece and Turkey, with significant piles
in South Korea, the Philippines and some
Pacific islands.

Not only is the stockpile massive, it is
massively expanding. President Carter'in
1980 ordered a ‘‘dramatic increase in
warhead production” in the years
1981-1983. The first Reagan stockpile
order only slightly increased the Carter
expansion — but it is.now estimated thal
16,000 new nukes will be produced by
1990. (During this time, perhaps 10,000
will be **retired’” — so the total number
of nukes in'stockpile will ““only’” increase
by about 6,000 by 1990; assuming; thatis,
that nothing happens to drastically
deplete this stock in the intervening
years.) !

The Reagan administration, when it is
in its ‘“‘peacemaking’’ (as opposed to
“‘Peacekeeping’’) mode, likes to make
much of its reductions of thousands of
tacticalnuclearwarheads in Europe. True
enough, a lot of nuclear artillery shells
that had been gathering dust and cor-
roding for decades have been *‘retired.”
But little is heard from any U.S.
spokesman, in or out of office, pro- or
anti-Freeze, about the smashing new ad-
ditions'to the nuclear navy. Just one of its
many planned new weapons are the over
4,000 sea-launched cruise missiles, all of
them capable of being armed with either
conventional or nuclear warheads. This
year deployment starts — current plans
call for 1,000 to be nuclear tipped; they
will have a range of over 1,500 miles and
greatly expand the ability of the navy to
nuke targets from farout at sea. They will
be deployed on attack submarines and on
surface ships and, according to the
Department of Defense, will “‘be part of:
the sirategic reserve force and will be

available for reconstitution and
targeting®’ after a nuclear war, One has to
recognize a certain demented consistency
in this: with 26,000 warheads, and
thousands rolling off the production
lines, the U.S. is taking care to keep a
small portion on strategic reserve for
afterthe war, justinicaseall the others are
used up. Maybe a squadron of attack
submarines nestled under the Polar Ice
Cap would hardly notice the nuclear
winter — until they ran out of'C-rations.

The same mad consistency runs
throughout every branch of the U.S.
military and into the U.S. allies and client
states. One of the authors of the data
book told the Christian Science Monitor,
““The nuclearization of the U.S, armed
forces extends far beyond what is known
by'the public, particularly in the case of
weapons. for tactical purposes. The
nuclear-certified units (more than 700
units totaling some 100,000 troops) ex-
tend into the Marine Corps., the National
Guard and Reserve, and numerous allied
countries.”

The marines illustrate well the extent'of
the nuclear war the U.S. is preparing to
fight. At this point, the marines don’t
have any nukes in their possession. But at
the right time, the army, navy, and air
force stockpiles will open up to the
marines, and right now two of the three
marine divisions are prepared to become
fully nuclearized. That means that units
to transport, secure, and use nuclear
weapons are already fully trained and in
place. Virtually every naval vessel that

. transports and supports marines in their

combat operations are nuclear certified
and approved to (ransport and store
nuclear weapons for marines’ use once a
beachhead has been established. For ex-
ample, the Okinawa, the amphibious
assault ship used in the Vietnam War,
the invasion of Grenada, and now in

Lebanon, is nuclear certified, Other
kinds of ships which carry logistical sup-
port apparatuses, including offensive ar-
tillery weapons, are certified. Air cover
for an invasion can be provided by
marine pilots flying planes with tactical
nuclear bombs.

Once ashore, the marine artillery
comes into play, Marine artillery was
reorganized in 1975 so that all marine ar-
tillery not .capable of firing both conven-
tional'and nuclear shells was eliminated.
The Marine-110, self-propelled artillery
unit, for example, is now capable of fir-
ing two kinds of nuclear shells: one *“or-

Continued'on page 7
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When we last left the courtroom events
of Judge Ernest Aubry in the preliminary
hearing of three RCP supporters arrested
April 28, 1980, in ademonstration in Los
Angeles against the government’s
“*‘Operation Jobs™ attack onimmigrants,
the court was filled with media an-
ticipating the testimony of LAPD
Sergeant Jay Paul. Paul is a central
figure in the ongoing political police con-
troversy and this was to be his first public
appearance and testimony — the judge
however'called in sick and everything was
put off, After weeks of delay the hearing
finally restarted on January 26 with Paul
taking the stand.

Jay Paul came (o national atiention

one year ago when it was revealed he had
been storing massive quantities — at leasi
180 boxes full — of intelligence material
at his home and other locations. Much of
this was official LAPD material and in-
cluded files on judges and politicians con-
sidered opponents of the LAPD and
Chief Daryl Gates as well as malerial on
liberals, leftists and revolutionaries
generally. Subseguently it was revealed
that Paul was using this material to help
put together a data base on a computer
owned by the John Birch Society-tied
Western Goals Foundation. Jay Paul has
been termed by his former Public
Disorder Intelligence Diyision colleagues
as a ‘‘special projects man'’ and the
higher ups’ “‘fair haired boy," and as
became still clearer with his testimony —
brief as it turned out to be — he was in-
deed very much in the thick of very sen-
sitive political police operations, in-
cluding the extensive attacks on the RCP,
andin particular, theattacksinthe period
of May Day 1980 which included the
police agent murder of eomrade Damian
Garcia.

It is because of his knowledge of and
involvement in such sensitive matters that
Jay Paul’s testimony in this case became,
something of a wrenching of political
forces, threatening some very damning
exposure of the political police. Only
days before the hearing on the 27th,
Pauls’ administrative hearings began at
LAPDE headquarters where he is facing
formal disciplinary charges — signed by
Chief Gates himself — centering on his
relationship with Western Goals and in
particular his. work on their computer
data base. Paul has decided to make
those hearings open to the public — again
threatening serious further exposure of
LAPD political police operations.

As Paul took the stand in' the
preliminary hearing, again in/ the court-
room were representatives of some of the
major L.A. media. But also present were
several small, grim-faced clatches of
“L.A.’s finest’® —and they weren’t there
because they just happened to be in the
neighborhood. Jay Paul himself was very
obviously intimidated. At one pointin his
testimony, three typical LAPD types in
three-piece suits walked into the court-
room while Paul was answering a ques-

tion. He noticed them taking seats, syd-.

denly stopped answering the questionm;
forgot what he was'saying and coaldn’t
even remember what the question was. It
turned out those three were high-ranking
internal affairs investigators assigned to
his disciplinary hearings case. Also in
court was a separate group of former
PDID' colleagues who are continuing
their work now with the LAPD's Anti-
Terrorist Division. Paul claimed at one
point that they were making faces and
gestures to intimidate him. Still another
group of cops were there working with
the city attorney’s office while still
another group (including another ex-
PDIDer) was there working with Paul on
his defense. LAPD's top echelons were
also represented by a Commander Wind-
ham (though at this time we don’t know
which group if any he was sitting with).
Finally, the law firm of Gibson, Dunn
and Crutcher also had a representative
present. That law firm has been represent-
ing the LAPD in the ACLU police spy-
ing law suit since thetity attorney criticized
the police department’s spying and was
removed from the case. Gibson, Dunn

and Crutcher is also representing the'

police and city in the Damiin Garcia
wrongful death suit filed by Carole
Garcia.

When Paul took the stand, with all of
these forces in the audience, the District
Attorney, who is the prosecutor in the
case, immediately began threatening
Paul, saying that-anything he says in
court may be used against him later in
criminal charges. Paul and his attorney

Los Angeles Political Police

Tales From The -
Trailer Park

Substation

were backed, however, by the city at-
torney (who'is there nominally to make
sure no confidential police information is
released through Paul’s testimony) in
saying that if Paul refused to testify in
this or-any criminal proceeding he could
be fired from the police department and
that therefore his testimony was
“‘coerced’* and could not be used against
him later. _
Regardless of which side is legally cor-
rect in this argument, at one point Paul
himself broke down a bit and'got right to
the point telling the judge, “If I testify 1
could be rerminated!’ (his emphasis)
and, *I feel like [ have a gunto my head.
Literally, I have a gun to my head. What
can [ do2"" The judge agreed saying, *'I
can'see the gun'’ and told Paul, ‘“You're
going to have tomakea choice.” Andthe
pointisthat whilesome political forces —
including some represented by the pork in
the courtroom — did not want Jay Paul
to testify, some other political forces
wanted him to testify about some matters
and to some extent: specifically to admit
to his: ties to Western Goals and the
transference of LAPD file material to
them, and' further to touch on' certain
LAPD activities. against the RCP, and
most importantly, to implicate in thisas
many of his superiors as possible. His
whole defense in the/disciplinary charges
is based on saying yes, he did many of the
things he’s charged with but it was only
under orders from superiors and was
essentially routine LAPD policy, and to
make clear that he is in a position to
reveal a great deal more about the
LAPD’s sensitive operations:if need be.
The choice Paul made was to testify.
But the threat of the potentially damning
exposure in his testimony can best be seen
in the point where his testimony was
abruptly ended. After two days in which
short spurts of testimony vied for time
with lengthy legal_arguments over the
District Attorney’s and thecity attorney's
constantscharge§=that the defense’ al-

torney’s questions-were irrelevant, things

began moving into an area that was clear-
ly relevant to the heart of the proceedings
in: this hearing. The defense was attempl-
ing to show that their arrests and others
at the 1982 demonstration, the police
beatings, the exorbitant bail, and the
ongoing prosecutorial misconduct in the
case are all one part of the political police
operations against the RCP and its sup-
porters, operations including the murder
of Damian Garcia and the attempted
murder of Hayden Fisher in April 1980.
And in particularin this case they are try-
ing to prove that they are being singled
out for prosecution solely because they
are supporters of the RCP and that con-
stitutes illegal discriminatory prosecution
and therefore the charges should be
dismissed.

The *‘RCP Overview. Project”’

A defense attorney asked Paul what
work he did in relation to the RCP during
1980. Paul responded that he had worked
on an “RCP Overview Project’” dealing
with the LAPD’s “‘tactical deployment”’
around May Day 1980! A period which
included the attacks on Damian Garcia
and Hayden Fisher. Both the city: at-
torney and District Attorney vehemently
objected that this was irrelevant and the
District ‘Attorney demanded that now
was the time for the judge to rule the

whote of Jay Paul’s testimony irrelevant,

to end the questioning, the hearing itself
and move on to the trial. The judge agreed

to halt the testimony ‘‘temporarily’’ to
give everyone a chance to get their legal
arguments together. Two'days later the
judge permanently ended Paul’s
testimony, ended the hearing and bound
the defendants over for trial on multiple
felony and misdemeanor charges. (Ar-
raignment is now set for February 15 at
which time a trial date will be set.) Once
again as soon as informationwhich might
lead to more startling revelations on
Damian Gareia’s murder began to sur-
face the government' moved to bring
things to a quick halt. The District At-
torney. argued: so what if the defense
argument is that the LAPD is involved'in
a campaign (o “‘stamp out’ the RCP,
that is no reason nof to get on with:this
prosecution — a blatant admissioniif ever
there was one.

And in Jay Paul’s disciplinary hearing
only a few days before, more that in-
dicates Jay Paul has significant informa-
tion on the Damian Garcia murder was
revealed. Immediately after the
December 1982 L.A. Times exposure of
agent Fabian Lizarraga (the LAPD *‘pig
on the spot’” at the murder of Damian
Garcia) and some of the evidence of
LAPD involvement in that operation, the
Police Commission ordered Chief Gates
to ‘“‘investigate’ charges brought by a
wide range of forces against the political
police operations aimed:at the RCP, in-
cluding the murder of Damian Garcia. It
came out in Paul’s hearing that Gates put
him in charge of all or part of that *in-
vestigation’” — the results of which have
never been made public. Pauliis clearly a
man with much knowledge of very sen-
sitive projects, His ability to'reveal this
and to implicate others is his main
defense. It is why some bourgeois
political forces want desperately for him
to shut up and why others — in particular
Gates's enemies — want him to talk. But,
when things began to move too close to
the murder of Damian Garcia a quick, if

*‘{femporary, bourgeois unanimity was

achieved and the inquiry at the
preliminary hearing was called'to a halt.

In his testimony in the preliminary
hearing Paul had other things to say as
well about his involvement in the
LAPD's operations against the RCP. In
1981 Paul was put in charge of a com-
puter project (using the Western Goals
computer) in which he was to compile
and evaluate information on ‘‘violence
and terrorists’ and:a wholesection of this
project was devoted to the RCP. Paul
called the information used in'the project
“yoluminous,”’ coming from a variety of
sources and taking six months to com-
plete. He said the project was (o include
nationally ‘‘all aspects of violence and
terrorism against and by the RCP in
1981."

We’'re sure that this ongoing
“ariminal! caseitself isa perfect example
of the kind of material this kind of com-
puter project would be based on. The
demonstration against ‘‘Operalion
Jobs' itself is considered by the LAPDto
be a significant *‘disruption of the public
order,”’ the police breaking up: of the
demonstrations and charging 18 people
with serious, allegedly violent, crimes,
ete., fit well into an alleged pattern of
supposed “‘violent activity."" Then in the
course of the prosecution police and pro-
secutors have planted lies at every oppor-
tunity lo paint the RCP and its supporters
as ‘“‘terrorists’ or “‘violent’" (see RHWS
No. 213 and 237 for details, including the
government’s failed attempts to fabricate

v

alleged “plots’" and “‘threats’’ by defen-
dants in this case against the life of the
president, etc:). It is certainly just such
“criminal charges’’ and fabricated
*‘plots’ and “‘threats’ that make up the
contents of this 1981 computer project.
And what an effective compilation of lies
it could make for justifying any and all
attacks on the RCP and'its supporters.

Paul’s Trailer Park Pig Substation

Paul, of course, had much'tosayabout
Western Goals itself. He said, for exam-
ple, that he was assigned by his superiors
to work on acquiring for the LAPD im-
proved computer access for its in-
telligence work. It was in that capacity
that he worked with: John Rees — a
notorious right-wing figure in the na-
tional political police scene and anaideal
various times to various outspoken an-
ticommunist Congressional represen-
tatives, most recently including the late
Larry MacDonald who headed the John
Birch Society. Paul, Rees and others
worked together to buy a computer for
Western. Goals, costing a total of
$106,000, which the LAPD would then
have access to and which Paul would be
in/.charge of ‘programming along with
other Western Goals people in the
Washington, D.C.. area. Paul listed
about a dozen superiors-and co-workers
who knew of and authorized his'work on
the Western Goals computer. PDID even
had a computer terminal in its offices
through which they were able to connect
up directly to the Western Goals com-
puter located in one of Jay Raul’s offices
outside the LAPD (Paul at one poinl
stated that the jinternal affairs in-
vestigator on his case told him that the
LAPD considered his ‘‘home’” ina trailer
park an LAPD *‘substation’). Of course
they could also tap:into any compatible
computer through phone lines as long as
they had the entry code for the system —
a very convenient way o keep files
without-actually keeping them:within the
LAPD.

Paul also made a point of saying that
certain expenses incurred by the
LAPD/Western Goals computer pro-
jects were paid for by funds provided to
the LAPD by the U.S. Secret Service —
which conforms with many previous in-
dications that the LAPD and Secret Ser-
vice work closely together on political
police operations, such as the political
persecution of Bob Avakian,

Andasifitoimply just how far he could
go in implicating others in the dirty

“business of these operations, Paul drop-

ped into his testimony one other matter
about funding. He stated that when in-
vestigating possible LAPD computer
“‘acquisitions,”’ the funding for at least
one possible project (it's not known if it
was the Western Goals' project or some
other) wasset to come from the ‘‘special
allotment. fund’” from: Mayor Tom
Bradley’s office. Bradley, of course, is
one of Gates's key adversaries.in this en-
tire COntroversy.

Paulalso listed’a number of organiza-
tions with which the LAPD traded
political intelligence information, in-
cluding the Rand Corporation (animpor-
tant bourgeois think tank and center of
“‘terrorist”’ intelligence informaltion),
RISKS International, Western Goals (ob-
viously), and a variety of unnamed
government and government-sponsored
organizations, including at the local,
state, and national levels.

Unfortunately, defense attorneys were
unable (due to District Attorney objec-
tions and the abrupt termination of
Paul’s testimony) to get any significant
answers to questions about the index to
the Western Goals computer files that
was turned over to the defense earlier in
this case and which will be further
reported on in future issues of the RW.

Events continue to develop and shift
rapidly in the overall political police con-
troversy and the bloodthirsty nature of it
all continues to surface. OnthedayJudge
Aubry terminated Paul’s testimony —
but before the LAPD could have heard
his public decision — the LAPD called
the media to announce they were going to
release the intelligence files they had on
Aubry. The possible existence of such
files came up when Aubry reviewed the
Western Goals computer index in this
“criminal’’ case and found his ownname
listed twice. The LAPD announcement
on the day of his important decision in-
this case was taken generally as an at-
tempt at intimidation. When Aubry told

Continued on page 15



The language may have been English
but the dialect was pure Olympics
double-speak. As the airborne cameras
flew over the mountains surrounding
Sarajevo, ABC's Mr. Olympics, Jim
MecKay, gave us a weighty thought: *The
cold, windswept loneliness of mountains
in winter strips mankind of much of his
pomp and pretense.”” Of course, as RW
. readers know, mankind is divided into

classes — and the above statement itself,
let alone the mountains (of another type
— as in the well-known fertilizer com-
mercial) that followed it, was proof
positive that winier had nosuch stripping
effect on the class for which McKay does
his philosophizing, However, American
video propagandists should score some
points {or consistency. McKay's maxim
was every bit as sincere as his periodic
reminders (backed up by some not-so-
original musical numbers from John
Denver) that these Olympics were staged
in the spirit of international friendship
and peace.

Discerning viewers were quick to detect
the friendly spirit exuded by McKay
himself when. while reviewing the open-
ing' ceremonies, he remarked, “*Here’s
the team from Iceland, They've never
won a gold medal before, and they cer-
tainly won't this year...." Friendlier
still'was Bill Johnson, America’s hope in
the men’s downhill, He said, “I don’t
know why everybody else is here. They
should just hand it (the gold medal) to
me.”" And then there was the traditional
refusal of the U.S. (first, and on this
count, alone among nations) to dip the
flag to the host.country.

But we digress. W hile there are certain-
ly some athletes who genuinely seek to
compete in an atmosphere of friendship,
forMcKay and company, therhetoricisa
necessary adjunct, This is, afterall; anin-
ternational sporting event. But ‘winners
are always big-hearted. So better make
sureit is crysialclear that the hope for this
lofty stuffis riding on the performance of
America’'s best. Then it provides'a nice
complementary touch to the main
message — as evidenced in ABC’s Olym-
pic preview show, “The Gold and
Beyond.™

One would have had to sleep through
the entire program to have any doubts
left about what was ‘*beyvond.'” Just doz-
ing off now and then (undoubtedly a
common OCCUFrence among some
viewers, given the artistic level of the
telecast) offered no respite from the im-
perial purpose to which these winter
games' are truly dedicated — heavy
idealogical preparations for world war.

For example, if perchance you missed
onereference to Sarajevo as thesite of the
“‘terrorist act that sparked World War
1,”" there was surely another one coming
upin the next half hour. As the R ¥ noted

last week, through pure coincidence this

theme has been echoed by virtually the

Olympic Quest
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In Search Of
That Certain Look

entire U.S. free press. But ABC raised it
to a new and higher level. At one pointin
the telecast, they showed still photos of
Archduke Ferdinand, his assassin and all
the other principals, following it up with
real footage of World War 1; at another
point, they offered a ‘‘dramatic re-
enactment’ of the event — and although
the audience overkill probably lessened
the dramatic impact (there being not
much suspense by this point), the artistic
merit was undoubtedly deemed very
secondary to the merit of the learn-by-
rote method of instruction. And if World
War 1 was too long ago — or the
“‘enemy’’ was too vague — the program
also featured shots of Hitler and World
War 2and references to the Nazi invasion

of Yugoslavia, followed immediately

‘with shots of Stalin and narration remin-
ding viewers of the Yugoslav break with
the Soviet Union. History-twisting aside,
inthis scenario it was not too difficult to
figure:out who the “new Nazis’' are sup-
posed to be.

But there is more than one way to pro-
mote the proper consciousness, and ABC
will undoubtedly runthe entire gamut by
the time the Games are over. One of the
most entertaining is the little game of war
trivia, wherein well-known sports an-
nouncers drop little known facts about
you-know-what wherever they can. Ex-
ample: in a brief flashback look at the
1932 Winter Olympics in Lake Placid,
veteran signifier Jack Whitaker remark-
ed, ‘*And Billy Fiske, the first American
to die in World War 2, steered the
Americans to victory in the bobsled.™
Way to go, Jack. Surely, we will hear
much more from their voluminous facts-
on-file. y

Further proving that the same swill can
indeed by regurgitated an infinite number
of times, ABC provided many more op-
portunities to relive the ‘‘miracle’ of the
1980 U.S. hockey victory over the Rus-
sians: Goalie Jim Craig wrapped in the
flag, saying that his greatest thrill was
“*seeing our flag go up just a litgle bit
higher than all of them," the winning

shot by Mike Eruzione, announcer Al
Michaels screaming *‘Do you believe in
miracles? YES!"" — all of this four-year-
old *‘news'’ was repeated several times
through the course of this *‘preview."
The New York Times and other media
considered this the No. 1 story of the mo-
ment and contrasted the *“We beat the
Russians” theme with stories of U.S.
hostages in Iran, the Soviets invading
Afghanistan, etc.

But if anyone thought this was merely
an opportunity to ““feel good about your
country,’”” ABC provided an expert to re-
mind us of the true importance of
miracles in the Olympics. John Powers,
who apparently has writteri a book about
the 1980 hockey team, said, *‘I remember
going out into the night seeing the kind of
looks on their faces that you get when
you're about to go to war. And people
thrusting fists up into the air — take
that!” Apparently, while there will be_
63-1/2 hours of TV «coverage of the
Winter Games, there just won’t be much
time for subtleties.

Speaking of subtleties, remember the
“whiz kids” — or was it ‘‘miracle kids’
— of the 1984 U.S. hockey team? It
seems' that some knowledgeable com-
mentators are now grumbling that the
team may have undergone a radical
transformation, literally overnight. Mur-
murs are being heard that the boys ‘‘lack
emotion'" or perhaps are '‘just out to
have a good time’' (implying that they
don’t appreciate the seriousness of all
that rides on their sticks). Isn’t it.funny
how a 4-2 loss to Canada can change the
whole character of a team? (God, or
somebody, help them should they lose to
Czechoslovakia.)

Actually, there isn't all that much be-
ing said about the U.S. hockey team —
1984 vérsion, that is — in the wake of the
“‘upset,’"asonel).S. announcer putit. In
fact, Canada was seeded higher than the
U.S. in the Olympics, but the ‘‘expecta-
tions’’ for the U.S. team were so much
greater — at least in the Ll.S.; apparently,
it was the loyal American sports propa-

gandists and their followers who were
“upset’’ by the results, At any rate; after
all the controversy generated by the U.S.
launching a challenge of the pros on the
Canadian team, resulting ‘in two of
Canada’s players being disqualified (for
having played in, and received money
from, a different professional hockey
league than the one’s that the U.S, and
Western European players had played in
and received money from), one certainly
might have expected the opening game to
have been the main focus of the TV
coverage that night, as had been schedul-

ed. But then, that night’s coverage seem-

ed to be focused on other things — the
four-year-old hockey game, Sarajevo’s
relationship to past and future wars, and,
of course, whal other possibilities
America has to show its determination,
will to win, etc. Could it have been a co-
incidence that the hockey game’s results
were already known, all evenis being
tape-delayed for prime-time viewing (and

greater flexibility)? And while Jim

McKay wouldn’t tell us the results ahead
of time, all it took was one look at his sag-
ging jowls and the absence of his usual
ebullience to realize that he was suffering
from' the unmentionable ‘‘agony of
defeat.”

But while it looks like there will be no
miracle in ice hockey this year, there are
lots of other eyents where the athletes can
be used to ‘‘lift a nation with their
courage and poise’ like McKay said of
the '80hockey team. *“Thethrill of cover-
ing the: Olympics is that you never know
when such moments will occur,’ he said.
Willit be a skater who fights back? Will it
be aiskier who slashes down the slopes, in
that aggressive American style? Stay tun-
ed. For as Al Michaels says, “‘It's ex-
tremely challenging to try tosell 63 hours.
What we need is one really terrific story."
And we all know what that means, Al; the
kind of story that gives the Americans the
look on their faces that they get when
they're about togo to war.

Deadly
Passion ......:

dinary’® nuclear artillery shell with anex-
plesive force of about 12,000 tons of
TNT, and one “‘enhanced radiation™
shell, which means a neutron radiation
weapon — the one that kills people, yel
leaves buildings and machines relatively
intact. The enhanced radiation shell was
approved for sending to stockpiles by
President Ford in 1975, It has still not
been approved for use in NATO because
of the political explosiveness of enhanced
radiation; however, up to 300 of these
shells have been deployed elsewhere, and
plans for up to 800 are now underway. It
may be just little stuff compared to the
MX, the Trident, eic., but the marines
are set to do their bit to leave irradiated
corpses strewn: over every corner of the
globe.

Despite the advances of ihe marines,
the army has achieved a much more com-
plete integration of nuclear and conven-
tional weapons, particularly for use in a
land war in Europe. U.S. Army Field
Manual 100-5, 1982, states that nuclear
weapons should be regarded as mere ad-
ditions to normal combat power whether
used to directly “‘destroy enemy forces, to
deny an area to enemy movement, or Lo
demonstrate national resolve.”” The army
has over 200 units that are currently
nuclear certified, and it is responsible for
guarding and maintaining 110 nuclear

storage sites worldwide. Almost all army
artillery is now capable of firing both
conyentional and nuclear shells. The ar-
my also controls various long- and short-
range nuclear-tipped missiles.

- The smallest nuke in current arsenals is
the Special Atomic Demolition Muni-
tion. It weighs 160 1bs., and can fit 10
tons of TNT-equivalent explosive force
into a backpack, to be carried by the ar-
my, marines, or nuclear-certified special
forces like the Green Berets behind War-
saw Pact lines to harass supply and
logistics, or it can be used inside West
Germany to blow up bridges or roads in
front of Soviet bloe advances.

Through all'of this a picture emerges of
the U.S. military that is madly and
furiously nuclearizing, that is preparing
to fight a war with the Soviet blog, which

has also been doing exactly the same
thing. What we have written so faris only
the sketchiest picture of a few of the bran-
ches of the U.S. military. To very briefly
round out the picture we'll glance at the
navy and air force, and a few. other
details,

While the navy has been massively ex-
panding its strategic missile submarine
fleet for a long time, until recently it had
not added any new tactical or theater
nukes in 16 years. This is being feverishly
changed; the Department of Defense
seeks ‘‘increased and more diversified of-
fensivestriking power. . .increased atten-
tion to'air defense. . ,and improvements
in antisubmarine warfare.”" In. 1980,
naval ships totaled 479. By 1990, the goal
is over 600, every one of them with
nuclear capability. To take the example
of the atiack submarines again, they will
all be firted with 21-inch torpedo tubes
which can not only fire nuclear rockets,
but will also be able to fire two different
kinds of cruise missiles. One of them is
the Tomahawk cruise. It can be fired
fromland, air and sea. A sea-launch can
take place from battleships, submarines
and surface vessels such as destroyers fit-
ted with special iron-box launchers.

Turning to the air force, and setting
aside the huge air force arsenal of
strategic ICBMs and strategic bombers,
the air force has I8 different tactical
nuclear bombers and interceptors for
theater use. Just one example here which
graphically illustrates how integrated
nuclear forces are into every aspect of the

U.S. military. The air force maintains six
nuclear-capable fighter interceptor
squadrons inside the U.S. to defend
against ‘‘enemy’” intrusion. The air force
interceptors are backed up by ten Air Na-
tional Guard units — all also nuclear
capable, Some of these National Guard
units scramble out of commercial air-
ports like Portland International Air-
port in Portland, Oregon, and Atlantic
City Airport in Pleasantyille, New
Jersey.

We have left out any description of the
system of U.S. agreements with Belgium,
Canada, Greece, Italy, The Netherlands,
South Korea, the United Kingdom,
Turkey, and West Germany, where the
U.S. is set to transfer various nukestoits
allies when the time comes. And of
course, everything we have described here
is only what is public and unclassified
knowledge — nuclear agreements with
the likes of Israel and South Africa are

not public, as are who knows what other -

weapons Systems and plans.

The data gathered In the nuclear
weapons data book makes crystal clear
that the imperialists love their nukes —
with a passion that, by any standards ex-
cept the mad logic of imperialism, is the
sickest thing the world has everseen. In the
military and political storms gathering in
today's world under their demented rule,
what is becoming increasingly unthinkable
is that given the slightest chance, they will
not use them. [
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New York's South Bronx: The Fire

One brisk fall day in the Bronx last
‘year, a woman hunting for apartments to
rent spied a fine-looking building. Com-
pared 1o most of the decrepit and aban-
doned buildings on the block, this one
sported windows with curtains, or shut-
ters, even tulips:in flower pots. She hur-
ried over tothe front entranceto look for
the super, but one look and she didn’l
'have to — the building was boarded up
solid.

The woman had been made the butt of
a cruel joke perpetrated by the New York
‘Planning Commission: abandoned and
rotting buildings in the burnt-out South
Bronx have been boarded up with tin
pané!s. painted with phony images of
curtains, venetian blinds, shutters and

“ tulips. Thc decorated panels: give the ap-
pearance that the buildings are occupied,
but not really, because everyone knows
that they are not and that the South
Bronx has beenreduced toa pileofigutted
rubble. :

Robert Jacobson, director of the
Bronx office of the City Planning Com-
mission, had a ready explanaiion for the
New. York Times: “The image thau the
Bronx projects — and projects to poten-
tial investors — is the image you see from
that expressway, and our goal is to:soften
thart image so people will be willing to-in-
vest.”” The federal government invested
$300,000. — for tén panels. Anthony
CGliedman, the commissioner for Hous-
ing Development and Preservation add-
f, "'F recognize that this is stiperficial
{this man has insight!'—R W), We donlt
want anvbody to: think we’re doing this
instead of rebuilding. But that will take

years and require tens of millions orhug-

dreds of millions of dollars.. . ."" Glied-
man neglected 1o teport that, in reality,
noranickel cango for housing rehabilita-
tion or development along the Cross-
Bronx Expressway. The concerned
fellows of the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) now prohibit residences so
close 10, the expréssway becatse of the
noise pollution, and meanwhile, toxic
‘wastes are being pumped into the
basements and sub-basements of

bulldozed tenements throughout the'

South Bronx.

So in a city where thousands are
“homeless and thousands more are forced
to inhabit cold, delapidated, rat-infested
dumps, 80000 apartments have been

‘abandoned, torched or bulldozed in the

South Bronx within: the space of a few

‘years. Andnaw. whatirks the ruling class.

i that every day, those of far betfer
means from the affluent suburbs of
Westchester County, Long Island and
New Jersey must drive by and see all this.
‘Below the expressway Iwe Puerto Rican
and Black families in this nation’s
poorest cougressmnal district. The tin
pancis will surely improve the view and
the city plans toextend their use to other
heavily traveled corridors. 1t all'smacks
‘of what Engels observed over 100 years
ago in England’s Manchester: **. . .mem-
bers of this money aristocracy’ can take the
shortest road through the middle of all the
laboring districts to their places of

business, without ever seeing that they are
in the midst of the grimy misery that furks

1o the right and (he lefi. For the
:horoughi‘ares leading from the Ex-
change in all directions out of the city are
lined, on'both sides, with an almost un-
broken-series of shops. , .(which) suffice
to conceal from the eyes of the wealthy
men and women of strong stomachs and
weak nerves the misery and grime which
form the complement of their wealth.”
The tin-pane! fulips mean that (he
bourgeoisie cannot and will not do a
damn thing about this well-publicized
mightmare of a neighborhood, though
politicians from Carter to Reagan have
walked the South Bronx streets before
TV cameras, promising a reborn. com-
munity. As one proletarian’ from the
neighborhood putit, “next they’ll give us

tin panels /o wear — fur coats and

designer jeans."
The South Bronx is but a few miles
north of Manhattan’s financial and cor-

porate imstitutions and the highly valued

teal estate on which they reside. Almost
half a million people, predominately
Puerto Rican and Black, live in the South

Bronx where the median income is
$7,890. In 1979 the per capita incomeof .
$2,340° was 607 below the national
average. One-third of the population is

~forced to subsist on welfare. Twenty five

thousand people are addicted to heroin..

The infant mortality rate is twice that of
Manhattan and the following situation
prevails:

Park and Fifth Avenues, there are 2,063
doctors. In two comparable health

districts of Tremont and Morrisania in

the South Bronx there are none.

249th Street and Third Avenue, the
Hub, is one of the few shopping strips in
the South Bronx. On a warm autumn day
it is alive with Puerto Rican and Black
people and the blare of 'music. But walk
off Third Avenueand the scene drops like
a thud. Wooden structures are severely
charred and still in the'act of collapsing.
Great hulks of half torn-down, smoke-
stained’ brick buildings stand. empty
amidst blocks of bulldozed lots. Oc-
cupied buildings are set among this heap
of rusted metal, broken bricks and strewn
glass. Anything which appears (o be new
or refurbished stands ‘out immediately
like the government post office withiits
barbed wire fences and coils of razar wire
fortifying it. A few.rehabilitated apart-
ment buildingsare evidenced by thesheen
of the glass windows. But one must have
a paycheck and not a welfare check to get
in (an unofficial policy in New York City
which the icity falhers- will adamantly
deny).
At the end m’ the famous Charloite
Street area, where Carter and Reaganand

Kennedy have all shown up'at various

times, something new now appears. Two
brand new prefabricated private homes
have been set downon plots with white

picket fences, Ninety of these homes are:

scheduled to be set down here and sold to
people with annual incomes of $23,000.
The houses look uuerlg,t ridiculous. *“Ur-

ban homesteading'" it is called. And now.

the houses, which at first appeared to be
merely a sick joke, are themselyes a
potential nightmare for they have been
constructed on land cantammg *fun-
known substances’ (as in toxic.wastes?).

‘Still the ruling class is mighty proud of’

this accomplishment. The governor and

the mayor popped up outside the houses,

summoned the media to the South Bronx
1o extoll in awe, and did so without the

slightest acknowledgment on their part of!

the obscenity of their actions. For in the
Charlotte Street area people walk down

the middle of the road, preferring the
street to the unsteady concrete sidewalks.

and the rat-infested lois beside them.

Someone has nailed old wooden doors to.

a garage and moyed in. ‘Corner news-
stands or bodegas are 4 rarity, as are
public phones, a mailbox, a laundromat,
There used to be 3,000 people in 5]
buildings on Charlotte Streetand adjoin-

ing blocks. Now it is a barren stretch of

dirt and crumbling bricks. Except of
course for the urban homesteaders, hud-
dled in the urban wildérness behind their
white picket fences and more formidable
black iron window gales.

The Making of A Ghetto

‘How did the South Bronx get this way?
The forces of the system at work nere are
the same as thpse which have carved out
slums and ghertos in cities, particularly in
the older urban areas of the northeast.
MNotsolongagoNew York City was ama-
jor industrial center clogged with gar-
ment shops, factories, slaughtcrhouscs
éte. In 1920 three-fourths of allwoman's

in two health districts on
‘Manhattan’s upper east side, between

clothing manufactured in ‘the United
States was produced in New York. Large
‘numbers of proletarians, many of them
:mm:grams .and garment workers, were
housed in segregated districts like the in-
famous “‘dens of death” of the Lower
East ‘Side, only a stone’s throw away
from the horrid little garment shops. But
also during this time the bourgeoisie more
and more required a center from which to
administer its growing empire.

In *“Planning New York'' Robert F itch

‘expounds on a regional plan drawn up in

1929 for this purpose, “*The single em-

phasis was to be placed on the up-
bmldmg of New York City as a *national
center!. As the National Center, or
America's Front Offlce, the ¢city not only
added to 1its skyline, ‘but its leading
citizens posttioned themselyes 1o serve as

landlerds and bankers tothe growing

number of national and multinational

corporations that began to locale in the

city.” Howevyer, the presence of garment
workers and the industry itself in lower
Manhattan impeded 'this deyelopment
and many of the workers from this.area
were cleared out — much ofiit done under
the guise of social reform and the decry-
ing of unsanitary conditions inithe Lower
East Side tenements. Fitch reports that in
the 19205 the population south' of the
14th Streer district drapped by 160,000
people, most of them “‘slum dwellers,"

with large numbers of them relocating
from the Lower East Side to'the southern
portion of the Bronx, thus.ushering in !he
birth of ‘the *‘borough of d@partments.”

The solution Lo the housing question!

Five, six and seven-story apartment
buildings went up on every available inch
of land. By 1925, the population of the
Bronx itself hit 1 million.

But it is after World War 2, with the
rise of the U:S. toithe top ofithe imperial-
ist dung heap, that the makKings of
today's South Bronx must be found
From New York, the U.S. imperialists
were to administer their vastly expanded

‘empire, Consteucting an enormous com-

plex of offices and world headguarters
concentrated in midtown, Manhattan.
“‘America’s rise to world dominance has
meant the rise of New York asthe finan-
cial capital of the world,’” as one profes-
sor of urban studies observed.

Also on the basisofits world positionthe
U.S. promoted a cenfain regionalization
of:both people and industry. Whole sec-
tors of manufacturing moved out/of th®
cities: in New York this became a hedd-
long rush asofficeand commercial devel-
opment sent land values oul of sight:
What remained were Sweatshops and
slave-pit small factories, and'this bottom
rung of industry stayved for a reason —
the appearance of a new work foree.
major migration into New York oceurred
after the war, of Black people forced of f
the landsiof the Southiand also of people
forced (o flee Puerto Rico. This was the
time of the $8 one-way fare from San
Juan to New York: eventually, three
quarters of a million people would be
forced'to move from the 1sland, mainly (o
New York City. The Black community

similarly expanded. The sweatshops and.

small Tactories which preyed on these
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newly-arrived became a major feature of
the postwar economic structure. :

As this went on, a parallel out-migra-
tion moved into the suburbs. Veterans
were awarded “*homes for heroes’ as a
section of the working class and middle
class were sold the American Dream on a
mortgage. Within a few vears the charac-
ter of New York was transformed, the
city became the inner city increasingly
polarized between the imperialists'
““Front Office’* and oppressed neighbor-
hoods like the South Bronx, Central
Harlem, the Lower EastiSide, and so on.

Even at this time the vicious workings
of capital left their slash marks on the

Cross-Bronx Expressway, built to take

turther congesting' Manhattan. Bt it was
in the next decade, the *60s, that the area
was set up for what was to be wreaked
later on. Thiswas a.decade, of course, in
which the power of U.S. imperialism
boomed, andi then gagged on Vietnam,
the national liberation movements, and
the profound effects; of the Culiural
Revolution in €hina, while itsinner cities
exploded, Allof this had'majoreffectson
how and where people lived in the cities.
- In New York, the madness of ‘the real
estate market and the decay of housing
conditions for the masses of people are
integrally bound up'with the city’s role as
imperialism's “‘Front Office.” As the
New Programme of the RCP states, ““As
most cities have decayed, their major
financial and big business sections have
been lavishly built up and, in fact, with
the capitalist tax structure and the poli-
cies of the'banks, the deterioration ofi the
masses’” conditions in the cities is the
necessary and inevitable-accompaniment
ot this capitalist parasitism?’ (p. 73). To
giye some sense of the magnitude of what
15 concentrated in' New York, note that
the six largest banks in the U.S. are

South: Bronx: thousands of tenements:
were knocked down to make way for the -

trafficstraight outtothe suburbs without

located in the city, as are six of the eight
largest accounting firms, 42 out of 50
leading inyestment banking institutions
and a third of the 48 largest law firms. In
1980, 70% of the total U.S. assets of
foreign banks were sequestered in Man-
hattan. [Ironically, the currencies of
Haiti, Ecuador, Costa Rica, Brazil and
Mexico are printed by the U.S. right in
the South Bronx. Formidable investment
i poured into the office towers which
house this financial complex, properties
which' themselyes are often the core
holdings of the most powerful circles of
the U.S. ruling class. Support for this
must be provided by an infrastructure of
expressways, mass transit, luxury hotels,
‘and “‘apprapriate™ cultural and commer-
cial development and city services to
maintain all this, the glittering glass and
steel'of much'of midtown Manhattan.

- At all times the discrepancy between
the resourees sunk intosucha downtown
and the decrepit housing stock fof the
masses of the inner city constitutes a
disgusting crime of imperialism. But
beyond this, New York has become so
top-heavy with such uneven development
that the financial complex and its infra-
structure has easily become the most
powerful factor impacting on real estate
values citywide, and a decisive influence
on municipal finances as well, It is an ex-
plosive factor, linked to the global tides
oft LS. imperialism, and so:in the '60s
it was|to whip the real estate market first
upand then sharply downward.

For awhile, there was unparalleled ex-
pansion; in the mid-"60s office tower con-
struction in. New York experienced a
great boom, more office capacity being
added than'inany previous period. While
much manufacturing continued its rapid
exadus to outlying areas the skyscrapers
multiplied, sending land values soaring.

But the boom also laid the seeds of its

own destruction. Office construction was
highly speculative, counting on further
Continued
on page 10

I



.

-

Page 10—Revolutionary Worker— February 10, 1984

New Yori’s South Bronx

Continued from page 9

consiruction and' development, and a |
live rental market when construction
would be completed, as muech as five
vears into the future. Also, the exuberant
real estate market spawned a maze of
financing structures and schemes —
trusts, svndications, and new forms of
morigage finance — an enormous but
delicately balanced bubble of investment.
The office construction worked (o
strain the city budget, which was hard
pressed to meet the wide range of costs to
service and maintain the booming down-
turn. Also, a significant portion of the
new office development was arranged on
a tax-free basis (to “‘entice’” developers),
thus reducing city tax revenue. Later in
the decade the city was also forced to
finance certain services as concessions
and tools to control the upheavals ex-
ploding among the masses in the cilies.
Relaxed welfare rules and health services
for city workers were key concessions
squeezing the budget. Still; for a time the
city was able to meet the strain, mainly by
heavy borrowing (although this borrow-
ing was increasinglychanneled into short-
term bank notes which were less secure
and more expensive to service than the
traditional long-term bonds). Between
1960 and 1970, the total NYC budget
more than doubled. Even more signifi-
cantly, though New, York only represents
about 10% of the population of all U.S.
citigs, its expenses amount to,about 40%

~ of all the'money spent by ULS. cities, The

sheer weight of expenses alone shows
how deeply New York was sunk into
financing its glittering “‘downtown."”

Fueling the Firestorm
Meanwhile, as midtown Manhattan

grew bloated with sparkling highrises, the

character of areas like the South! Bronx
changed in a different direction. To start
with, it was'a victim — if an indirect one
— of the urban renewal programs which
proliferated in New York inthe '60s, asin
every other U.S. city. Here, as every-
where, these programs went hand in hand
with thedowntown development schemes
— wherever new. office towers, cultural
facilities, convention centers, hotels, ex-
pressways, universities were going up or
expanding, certain proletarian areas
nearby were being bulldozed, with the
vacated land often rebuilt with more
profitable construction. A huge percen-
tage of people bulldozed out of their
apartments ended up in worse conditions
elsewhere. One ‘‘elsewhere’ was the
South Bronx. For this and other reasons,
the South Bronx was sweplt into a period
of cHanges, apartment turnover, and
instability as people were crammed into
the already heavily populated area. For
example, the Puerto Rican population
grew, 70%, becoming almost 40% of the
Puerto Rican population of the whole
city. :
In these conditions, realestale specula-
tion ran wild. A detailed description of
the workings of this speculation cannot
be managed in this space, but the basic
and criminal fact is that more profit can
often be extracted from residential hous-
ing in an oppressed community by ex-
ploiting and promoting rapid rates of
turnover, rather than by financing new
housing or even improvements. This was
compounded inthe South Bronx by red-
lining in the neighborhoods —a policy by
which the banks refuse to loan money in
certain areas. Already by the mid-'60s,
the'involvement of banksindeed transac-
tions in the area was negligible. By 1975
the Dollar Savings Bank in the Bronx, the
fifth largest bank in the U.S., issued an
annual grand total of 32 mortgages.
Money for housing purchase or even re-
pair was simply not to be had. So the
landlords made their own “‘arrange-
ments’’ — various schemes for privately
transacting real estate proliferated, by
which owners would buy, neglect, and
sell again for quick profit. Dummy cor-
porations would sell buildings back and
forth to each other to artificially increase
the value of the building.

For the people living in these buildings,
the cycle of speculation looked something
like this: as people were crowded into the
community, buildings were cut up into
smaller and smaller apartments, increas-
ing the rent roll. Repairs and investments
became luxury items — why should a

Between 1968 and 1980, 80,000 apartments in
the South Bronx were rendered uninhabitable.
Forty-three thousand were destroyed during
1970-75 as 68,456 fire alarms sounded. On the
average, thirty-three fire alarms sounded in the
South Bronx every night for five years!

£

landlord spend on repairs when the
money.can be used to buy another build-
ing? And'in: faet this becomes: mutually
reinforcing: buildings are sold, cuts are
made in operations and mainlenance,
they are sold again and further cuts are
made. The payments on real estate taxes

and sewer charges are stopped, then

mortgage payments. Finally there is no
profit left in purchasing or maintaining
these buildings for ‘any party, they are
either outright abandoned or the equity

must be extracted in the form of in-.

surance payments...that is, they are
torched.

What's more, it seems clear that in the
South Bronx this process did not necessa-
rily occur from building to building. Ata
certain point the momentum of decay,
abandonments, and fires became enough
to threaten whole blocks and areas which
were not necessarily yet disintegrating.
Especially as the economic crunch tight-
ened, the very prospect of this promoted
abandonments and fires. People in rela-
tively' normal buildings would suddenly
discover the landlord was no longer col-
lecting rent. A few months later a fire
would wipe it out. And while allithis hap-
pens at all times at'some level in every op-
pressed community, in the South Bronx
events would ‘accelerate these normal
brutalities' to' the point: of frantic and
massive destruction. .

The turning point came at the end of
the decade when the investment bubble
burst. The boom in office building suc-
cumbed 1o a weakened U.S. economy
and abruptly halted. By the early 1970s,
30% of Manhattan office space was emp-
ty: a walk around town inevitably passed
a handful of half-completed or fully-
constructed but empty office towers,
abandoned by the developers. Real estate
values plummeted, the contorted net-
work -of real estate financing began to
unravel, the banks and real estate in-
terests were losing big. By 1974-75, the
real estate bust had merged with the
generalized recession which wracked the
economy; as a whole, with the office
building bust a prime factor, the crisis
sent New York municipal finances into.a
critical period of threatened bankruptcy.

An immediate effect of ithe crisis, and
especially of the tremendous squeeze on
real estate capital, was felt in the South
Bronx: thecycle of speculation and aban-
donments was blown info a veritable fire-
storm., Roughly between 1968 and 1980,
80,000 apartments were rendered un-
inhabitable. Forty-three thousand of
these apartments were destroyed during
1970-75 as 68,456 fire alarms sounded.
On the average, thirty-three fire alarms
sounded.in the South Bronx every night
for five years!

If this firestorm was not deliberately
encouraged by the state and the capital-
ist class as a whole, they were certainly
missing a good bet — the fires converged
with broader interests and needs than
those of the relatively small real estate
capitalists crunched by the crisis and real
estate bust. The economics of New York
were, in short, it deep trouble. In 1974 all
lending to the city government was halt-
ed. The sudden curtailment of loan finan-
cing Lo the city signaled a sweeping and
even desperate attempt to restructure the
financing and the basic economics of
New York sothat the imperialist Fronl
Office could continueits vital function. A
new regimen was imposed on city finan-
ces, involving a package of new financial
arrangements and including a strict aus-
terity budget to drastically strip down city
services. This was not ““the banks out to

make a killing”" — it signified the U.S.
imperialists as a whole attempting (o
wrestle with a very serious downturn of
the kind endemic to capitalism.

The results of austerity were that New
York City, with its concentrated and
plundered wealth'etched'outinits famous
skyline, could no longer support whole
areas and sections of the population. Ex-
penditures for city hospitals were axed,
firehouses closed, cuts instituted in

welfare, the public school system, and for

the first time tuition was imposed on the
city’s universities. These cuts were wield-
edina conscious strategy of reducing ser-
vices to certain areas of the city, which in
reality meant driving out:a certain classof
people which the city could not afford.
City official Roger Starr even came up
with a name for it: “*planned shrinkage."
Said he, ‘*We should not encourage peo-
ple tostay where their job possibilities are
daily becoming remote.... Our urban

system is based on the theory of taking

the peasant and turning him into an in-
dustrial worker. Now there are no. jobs.
Why not keep him a peasant?"’

The torching of the South Bronx fell'in
line with “‘planned shrinkage."" As the
fires were blazing in the South Bronx,
three hospitals were closed by the city and
merged into one Lincoln Hospital. (Dr.
Silva, who supervised the sterilization of
20,000 women in Puerto Rico, would
come to head the obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy unit at Lincoln,) The city attempted
to shutdown Hostos Community College
in the South Bronx. Charlotte Street was
used by city sanitation trucks literally asa
garbage dump. Bus service, trash pickup,
sewer and road’ maintenance all were
reduced.

That this planned shrinkage would hit
hard particularly in the South Bronx was
fueled further by the fact that Co-op
City, a 15,000-apartment complex com-
plete with its own fire department, shop-
ping centers and five schools, opened up

.in the early '70s in the northeast Bronx.

Its effect was to vacuum out the middle
class from areas.of the Bronx. Widerand
wider circles of the southern part of the
borough became hostile territory for the
bourgeoisie, an urban reservation of the
oppressed. The firestorm which was trig-
gered by the crisis provided one means
for the bourgeoisie to deal with that

crisis, to shrink and terrorize the
u_ndes'ired population. Forfune maga-
zine, in !975, wrote of the South ' Bronx,
*‘The neighborhood has too little stabili-
ty, too.much crime, and too much human
rubbish. "’ '
As the smoKe cleared, a further irony
— the-assemblage of strips of vacant land
and bulldozed lots have been turned to
another need. Weighted down by rising
rents.and costs, Manhattan warehouses
are currently being relocated to areas of
the South Bronx, thus freeing up more
valued land in' Manhattan'for yel more
profitable and distorted real estate
development. For another cycle of office
building development has indeed taken
placeiin Manhattan since the earlier bust

When Jimmy Carter arrived on Char.
lotte Street: with his presidential cam-
paign promises to fix it all up, the South
Bronx was a wasteland, Numerous plans
were drawn, with large budget projec-
tions, But none of! it was implemented,
As the New York Times would note, 1o
redo all the Charlotte Streets would be
“‘unimaginable."

There have been some attempts al par-
tial programs: to encourage private in-
vestment the federal government at one
time offered inducements, such asin the
case of the Diego-Beekman Project in
1970 which was the largest rehab under-
taking in the country and was initially
heralded as a great success. It was done
under federal housing reforms such asthe
accelerated tax depreciation program as
bait for private capital irivestment. But
the inducements were only used as tem-
porary tax shelters by the private in-
vestors. As of 1978 a total'of five out of
eight sections of housing were in default,
One building was completely vacant and
burned out. The Diego-Beekman Pro-
jects themselves ultimately succumbed to
the fires —twenty-nine major blazes with
total .damages of more than a million
dollars. :

Other, more dismal government-spon-
sored programs have in the past been
touted as signaling the rebirth of the

_ South Bronx, from *‘sweat equity’’ pro-

grams for owner-built improvements to
the so-called urban homesteading. But
the real attitude of the bourgeoisie at the
moment is better represented by the tin-
panel tulips. No one is getting on TV pro-
mising revitalization any more. Even
though the area is an internationally in-
famous, gaping wound of imperialism,
powerful factors work against doingany-
thing at all about it: ironically the very
fact that itis in the public limelight speaks
against any grand internal Marshall Plan
for the area as a false promise of goods
the bourgeoisie cannot now deliver. Also,
the sheer scale and .complexity of the job
works against any partial schemes, and
the fact that this is an extremely op-
pressed section of proletarians makes the
malter, to the bourgeoisie, nonurgent.
More than anything else, the destruc-
tion of the South Bronx symbolizes the
parasitism of imperialism. Just at the
peak of U.S. power in the 1960s the area
was being preyed upon and set up for the
fires of the '70s. In this way, here, and on
a global scale, does imperialism thrive on
oppression. 1

An American Axe Murder

Continued from page 2

the basis of this “‘understanding'” the
judge ruled on the lesser charge of
manslaughter — as opposed (o
premeditated murder which this clearly
was — using the argument that because
the axe-man is a racist, male chauvinist
pig:and a religious fanatic to boot, he was
operating under. “‘diminished capacity.’
One s left wondering what the judge con-
siders “‘full capacity'"! In.other words, if
the axe-man wasn’t such a good
American, he could have been charged
with murder! (The manslaughter charge
carries a possible sentence of 0-15 years.
In another recent Detroit.case where two
white men beat ‘a Chinese man, Vincent
Chin, to death with a club, they each
received three years probation on a
manslaughter conviction because they
were “‘understandably’’ upset at being
unemployed.) The reality is that the judge
knows his social base. How else, in a

town whose tree-lined streets and solid
houses represent the “‘good life'" where
respectable gentlemen have gone to flee
the *‘rot and decay'" of Detroit, did the
judge get the reputation for leniency
toward wife batterers — unless therearea
lot of battered wives?

Far from being an example of a ruling
outside the pale of American justice,
Judge Daner has given a brilliant
demonstration: of democracy in action.
In'America, the views of the axe-man are
areality to be faced and given time off for .
good behavior. According to some at-
torneys who have looked into the case,
the judge was operating on ‘‘solid legal -
grounds'' and the ruling probably
wouldn’t have been noticed if the judge
had not spelled out his racist comments
so blatantly, Of course, since he did that,
he also got to talk about it on the radio
for an hour — and what could be more
democratic than the free press? ]
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_ Between the placards advertising an-
tacid medications and trade schools on
New York subway cars, a four-photo
panel with an ominous message stood
oul: “Arson has a lot of warning signs
beside smoke. Strike arson. Before it
strikes you." Captions describe the
“‘warning signs’’ the photos depicted:
“Stores with empty shelfs or stock."
“Occupied buildings with empty upper
floors.” *“‘People moving out of a
building laté at night.”” **Building strip-
persi’’ The posters should also have said,

“If yau.live in particular neighbothoods

and privately owned buildingsstdrgeted
forrehabilitationiwith government finan-
cing or tax cuts, watch' out for arson,”
An 18-month study completed this sum-
mer by researchers in New York City's
Arson Strike Force (ASF) demonstrated
that the City of New York has actually
encouraged arson by its administration of
federal funds and of tax-abatement pro-
grams for housing “‘rehabilitation." Or,

rather, the study was about to

demonstrate such a relationship when it
was reworked to say aslittle as possible.
Through talking with-a number of people
familiar with the situation, the RH has
uncovered that this project was met with
opposition, harassment and suppression
at every step by housing officials, in-
cluding firings, resulting in a final diluted
report issued over Labor Day weekend
1983 and then downgraded still further
by a report by the New York Housing
Preservation and Development Depart-
ment (HPD) on arson in November.
Fire department statistics show that in
1982 New York City had over 39,000
structural fires, 17% of these officially
determined to be caused by arson (defin-
ed as an intentionally set, or incendiary,
fire which damages a commercial or
residential structure). Inithat year 60% of
these fires — nearly 4,000 — were in oc-
cupied buildings. Eighty-Seven persons
were killed by arson fires in 1981-82; pro-
bably thousands were made homeless.
The kev role of arson in emptying
buildings was emphasized in one of the
earlier drafis of the report: “Itisdifficult

to evict tenantsiunder New: York City
laws, but arson is an inexpensive, ex-
peditious, and relatively safe (from the
owner's point of view) way (o emply a
building.’’ The final version made arson
only one of several ways: **Such displace-
ment can be achieved by several methods
including diminishing services, renting to
rowdy tenants, and harassment fires.”
Certainly cutting off heat and water is a
favorite ploy, but we doubt many of the
homeless on New York’s streets or in the
welfare hotel would say they had to leave
their apartments because of rowdy
tenants on the floor above. And in fact;
many are homeless because of arson.

Of the arson fires, individual motiva-
tion is usually stated as the cause:
revenge, spite, jealousy; vandalism; etc,,
with' *‘arson for profit’" officially
estimated to cause 25%. While some of
these fires undoubtedly are the classic
cases of landlords burning their own
buildings for insurance money, in some
areas, according to several people we
spoke to, the insurance money has
become *“‘just the icing on the cake.”" In
these areas the windfall is rather in the
rehab money which caniinclude rent sub-
sidization paid directly to the landlords
for substantially rehabilitated buildings
through the Section 8 Rehabilitation
Rent Subsidy Program, loans, and'tax ex-
emptions and abatements.

Ironically, even though the Arson
Strike Force was formed-in the wake of
the burning of the South Brorx, its fin-
dings do not mainly apply to that area
which was not generally targeted for
large-scale rehabbing. Still; in the
neighborhoods in’ which Section 8 (and
other programs) was used, its effects were
extensive. More than that, the function-
ing of the government programs shows
the role of the stale in'achieving certain
bourgeois objectives with regard to hous-
ing in the cities. Even though (nor surpris-
ingly) no version of the report drew this
conclusion, the implication s that by be-
ing able to designate neighborhood targel
areas to receive rehab funds and having
the authority to distribute these funds,
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the government is in a powerful position
not only to shower money on certain
developers, landlords, etc., but to'set in
motionevents.that will effect and perhaps
change substantially the population
make-up of particular neighborhoods.
These funds then are a powerful political
tool whose use can be strategic in con-
trolling population rather than merely
lining some *‘fat cats’ "> pocket (although
alot of cats’ pockets have bulged off this,
you can be sure).

The particular connection between ar-
son and rehab money is that in many in-
stances to qualify or get first priority for
federal funds, for instance the Section 8
program which existed until 1980, a
building has to be empty. This is done
supposedly to rehabilitate alreadyivacant
buildings and not to displace existing
tenants. This is also a policy for federal
funds the city administors through
Neighborhood Strategy Areas (NSA)
grants. What this means in reality,
however, is/that the city targets speeific
neighborhoods for rehab funds; these
funds are only available for vacant pro-
perties. When word goes oul that a
specific neighborhood has been targeted,
there is plenty of incentive. for buildings
to be torched.

The Report observes cerfain areas
which were selected 15 months inadvance
of theapplication deadlined for Section 8
grants, and it documents a number of
cases wherein a year or so immediately
preceding an application, fires succeeded
in emptying a building. The arson-rehab
connection in. the neighborhoods of
Sunset Park and Crown Heights in
Brooklyn was particularly sharp. Both
were NSAs. One Sunset Park project in-
volved 11 buildings and had a total of 30
fires (18 determined officially tobe incen-
diary) between May 1978 when Sunsel
Park was designated an NSA and August
1979 when the application was submit-
ted. Only three were vacart in 1978; by
application time, most were. Citywide,
Section 8 buildings were two times as like-
ly: as others to have had multiple
“suspicious’’ fires and 3.1 times more

likely to have had five or more. There are
many more similar examplesin the report
which ties not only Section 8 but loan and
tax exemption/abatement programs to a
high incidence of arson fires.

The J51 Tax Exemption and Abate-
ment Program is specifically linked to the
burning and subsequent vacating of the
single-room occupancy hotels (SROHs),
which at one time were home for many
poor people, particularly the elderly and
those released from various types of in-

stitutions with no other place to go. These_
many in ‘‘desirable’i
by m‘-‘f
were then converted to high-rent apart<

SROHs,
neighborhoods, onge/ emptieg?

ments or condominiums, with the
developers qualifying for huge I(ax
benefits. This gentrification arson is not
the same as the arson that gutted the
South Bronx, but is used where real estate
is valuable and where neighborhoods are
slated for showcasing. Buildings set to
receive J51 tax abatements were three
times as: likely to have arson fires as
others on the same block, and 12 times
more likely to have more than one fire.
And most of these fires were in buildings
fully occupied at the time.

All this is occurring in‘a housing situa-
tion marked by sharply .declining
numbers of rental units (as an indication
of this, the city benignly seals 200 vacant
buildings: each month — as if buildings
just mysteriously became *‘vacant”’), and
an overall vacancy'rate in New York City
of only 2.1% (in Manhattan, 1.9%). Of
these inhabited buildingsalmost 50% are
estimated to be in need of improvements
ranging from “‘moderate tosubstantial.”’

In 1978 the Arson Strike Force was
established as an arm of the mayor's of-
fice, supposedly to coordinate anti-arson
efforts by various city departments; it§
board of directors includes the commis-
sioners of the police and fire departments
aswell asthe HPD head and other city of-
ficials. Its real function, according to
several who have some familiarity with
city politics, is to make the city look like
it's really doing something about arson.

Continued on page 15
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Beirut: Peacekeepers Inflict Damage Control

Continved from page 1

LS. press reports (all that is available as
of this writing), a picture emerges of
celebration even as the areas now taken
from government control are being gird-
ed for further bartle.

The Opposition

Al the same time, the militias and their
leading political representatives are stak-
ed to rather more limited aims. While
there are some differences within the op-
position, and varying degrees to which a
consistent approach to larger strategic
questions has beenarticulated, the thrust
of their political program has been to
locate the current struggle — against
Phalangist domination and exclusivism,
against the May 17th Pact, and for a
redivision of power within Lebanon's
political system — within a strategy of
compromise with leading elements of the
bourgeoisie (towards whose class posi-
tion the opposition leaders largely either
aspire or already belong), a position
which does not challenge imperialist rela-
tions per se, but which is sharply opposed
to the specific terms which the U.S. and
Israel have attempted to impose upon
Lebanon over the past 18 months.

These terms, as exemplified in the
- U.S.-brokered May 17th Agreement be-
tween Israel and Lebanon, set much of
the framework for the current conflict.
Press accounts describe today’s situation
as the “‘worst violence in Lebanon since
the 1975-76 civil war’; those with in-
dependently functional memory banks
may recall the Israeli invasion of 1982
which, in battering and fragmenting
Lebanon — slaughtering thousands and
driving out the PLO — “softened it up”
for the subsequent implementation of
U.S.-Israeli political aims. These aims
were to transform'Lebanon into a perma-
nent Israelisphere of influence, rendering
it subservient to, Israel and its political,
‘military, and economic relations: This
New Order, whose terms'went far beyond
Lebandn’s traditional integration into
the Western imperialist bloc, required a
drastically altered internal ruling struc-
‘ture, specifically the political ascendancy
and domination of the Christian
Phalange, the main political and military
force in Lebanon which shared any en-
during interest in maintaining such a rela-
tionship with Israel.

This arrangement was provided an im-
measurable boost, to say theleast, as the
U.S. stepped in to play guarantor and
quartermaster for the Gemayel govern-
ment, a condition which made it far
easier for ether elements of the Lebanese
bourgeoisie (o rally behind the Gemayel
government. And, through wielding a big
stick-over potential enemies and waving a
miniscule carrot in front of potential
friends, Gemayel was able to maintain a
certain momentum over a certain’period.
The agreement of May 17, 1983,
however, spelled the beginning of the end
of this arrangement, revealing as it did
that behind Gemayel's slogan of ‘‘na-
tional liberation before reconciliation™
(i.e., the end of Israeli occupation as a
prerequisite to internal reform) lay the
reality of the Phalangist-Israeli alliance,
which upheld neither an acceptable ver-
sion of ““Lebanese sovereignty'' nor had
any intention of allowing substantial
reform. The agreement also marked the
reentry of a resurgent Syria, bolstered by
a recently consummated arms arrange-
ment with the Soviet Union, into the
Lebanese political situation. A marriage
of convenience developed between Syria
and the emerging opposition forces,
forces whose position since that time has
moved from political and territorial
marginality straight into the heart of
Beirut.

At the sametime, theaims of Syria and
those of at least the preeminent militia
leaders, Walid Jumblatt and Nabih Berri,
are no! identical; the Syrian state, in
keeping with its own national and class
interests, maintains a more conservative
vision.of a reconstituted Lebanese polity,
although this yision, such as it is, is sub-
ject to revision and modulation, based on
the shifting imperatives of Syria’s
broader regional designs and its relations
with the 1.S. and Soviet Union. It re-
mains to be seen how much the stresses
and contrary pulls in its relationship may
vet emerge in the larger factor in the
developing situation. The position of the

Soviet Union must be added to this pic-
ture — both through its own state role
and through the Lebanese Communist
Party, the Scviets have an'interestin both
taking adyantage of the situation'through

expanding their political influence, all the

while driving to keep things within certain
limits.
Current Crisis

This complex interplay of internal and
external forces interpenetrates closely
with the features of the current crisis. To-
day’s situation was moSt immediately
brought to'a head through the growing
military conflict raging in the greater
Beirut area this past month; a conflict
prompted largely by the increasingly
desperate campaigns of the Lebanese ar-
my, beginning December 24, to expand
its territorial base and control.

By late January these campaigns had
proven largely unsuccessful in their
military objectives.and had succeeded in-
stead in further political destabilization
of the Gemayel regime. And for an im-
portant section of Lebanon’s ruling
circles, those Beirut-based figures and
parties who have by and large thrown
their support behind Gemayel since
September 1982, the situation had
become intolerable. The emerging con-
sensus was that to continue with the
Gemayel government and its present/con-
figuration was to undermine completely
what remaining reserves of credibility
these forces had — thus the calls from
figures such as the traditional Sunni
patriarch Saeb Salem in late January for
a change in the government. For such
figures, the prospects of dissolving the
cabinet and weathering the resulting
sterm was a calculated risk, but
nonetheless preferable to continuing on
with-a government at the end of its last
piece of rope. Even as Prime Minister
Chafik al-Wazzan and his cabinet resign-
ed February5, setting the stage for subse-
quent upheavals, behind the scenes activi-
ty to find politically. suitable
replacements was well under way. What
emerges from this process of realignment
and maneuver, and what the future holds
in store for Gemayel himself, remains to
be seen — itis surely not a purely, or even
mainly, internal proposition, as the U.S.,
Syrians, French, Saudis, and (con-
siderably more clandestinely) the Israelis
are doubtlessly angling within the current
flux for influence and position.

This being the case, the past few days
nonetheless stand as a major setback for
U.S. imperialism, which only two weeks
ago, in Reagan’s. State of the Union
message, was supposed to be once again
Standing Tall in the world. Since the
Israeli invasion of 1982, Lebanon has
been a major focus of U.S. attention, a
locus of “vital interests’”” of local,
regional and international dimensions.
Imposing their New Order upon Lebanon
has been of geopolitical importance to the
U.S. and Israel in its own right; even
more, this venture has become a major
test of U.S.-Israeli capabilities to redraw
the political map of the Middle East, and
thus strengthen the framework of the en-
visioned anti-Soviet *'strategic consen-
sus’* in the region. The May 17th Agree-
ment between Israel and Lebanon has
become a major expression of these ob-
jectives, and under the prevaling condi-
tions, the prospects of this agreement ap-
pear irretrievable. But while the pro-
nouncement that the U!S. is going to
evacuate the marines from their onshore
position 'has prompted' talk, within the
media and on the part of numerous
analysts and pundits, of the U.S. “‘cut-
ting its losses’” in Lebanon, there is little
to suggest that this is the case. The U.S.
has not accepted defeat, it has
acknowledged certain facts so asito effect
a tactical modification. The marines are
not to leave quickly (at least in the ad-
ministration’s announced scenario of a
“phased, orderly” four-month/ with-
drawal; a recurrent concern for Pentagon
planners over the past few weeks has been
the prospect that, should the situation
deteriorate further, the marines might
have to fight their way out of their present
positions to reach the shoreline, a military
maneuver which could prove a humilia-
ting, damaging fiasco). And given the con-
dition upon which marine withdrawal
rests — that, according to the admin-
istration, the evacuated marine positions

be taken over, step by step, by the
Lebanese army — their stay might be ex-
tended still longer.

Damage Control — Peacekeeper-Style

. Mainly, the U.S. is moving to unleash
its:major military asset in the area — its
offshore flotilla with its naval and aerial
fir_ep.owcr — as.a major means of main-
taining ‘‘leverage’ over the situation.
The offshore barrage of February 8, in
which the New Jersey rained 2000-pound
shells for a five-hour period into Druse
military and civilian' areas of ‘the Shuf
Mountains, was not only the greatest
such bombardment since the Vietnam
War, it was a reference point for the
hours and days ahead. Through such
generalized destruction the U.S. is trying
to keep the militias (and the Syrians) in
check. In particular, it seeks lo prevent
them from mounting an offensive against
the Phalangist stronghold in East Beirut.
So: long as this stronghold, and the
Phalangist militia, remain intact, the
U.S. (and Israel) maintain a major card
in any subsequent. political maneuvers
pursuant to a reconstituted government.
Though U.S. influence among
Lebanon’s: traditional establishment
forces ranges far beyond Gemayel and
the Phalange, the latter’s continued
political and military viability occupies
animportant role in U.S.-Israeli plans —
at the very least as.a counterweight to the
militias, a counterweight around which a
new ‘‘center’” can be defined, At the
same time, the savagery of the U.S.’s
bombardments = killing a reported S0

Druse, mostly civilians, on February 8
alo:}c. is further arousing popular enmity
against the .S,

Alongside this, the U.S. and Israel will
undoubtedly move to solidify Israeli’s oc-
cupation of Lebanon’s south, a move
which is as necessary to them under the
current conditions as it is politically ex-
plosive. The mounting resistance among
the south’s 600,000 inhabitants has been
a factor already in fueling initial discord
at Israel and in adding to the pressures
felt in' Beirut by the Gemayel govern-
ment. Further Israeli moves:tostrengthen
control in the area, and to tighten up the
Israeli’ Awali River ‘“‘defense line will
add fuelito an already simmering situa-
tion.

The ultimate outcome of events focus-
ing on Lebanon remains to be seen. Over
the past months, the U.S. has continued
to “‘hang tough" there, not so much by
virtue of the dubious merits of ils
strategies, but due to the fact that to ac-
cepl a “political solution”” — under the
prevailing political and military realities
of the past six months — would signal a
defeal for its'overriding strategic designs,
Having sought. — through naval bom-
bardment, air strikes, “‘strategic coopera-
tion'" with Israel, and expanding the role
of the Lebanese army — to field‘a credi-
ble military ' counteroffensive and thus
enhance its political leverage over the
situation, the U.S, haslargely accelerated
the decline of its: own political-position,
This is the situation with which it cannol
rest still, a fact which'underlines its subse-
quent movesinthearea, Cl
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Pamian Olern wanted to become an
engineer in Nigeria. Two years ago he
came to the United States from Britain to
continue his studies. Little did he know,
hie was about to experience the American
nightmare.

Attending school in Chicago he had to
drop out for a time because his mother in
Nigeria bécame sick and could no longer
send him money. For several months he
pumped gas to pay for expenses and
hopefully save enough to get back in
school. But then he was laid off and soon
fell behind in his rent.

On Decemberl9, Damian was evicted.
The temperature outside was below zero
and ina few days would drop to 25 below.
Changing the locks, the landlord simply
confiscated his clothes, books and other
personal belongings. Damian was
outraged, The landlord called the police
and had him locked up. Four hours later,
tired, hungry and in the middle of the
night, the police said he could go. Da-
mian said he had no place to go so the
police told him, *‘comeon, we're going to
take you to find a place.” They took him
to an alley and dropped him off. The
police asked him if he was hungry and
said they would bring back something for
him toeat. *“I was evicted. | had no place
i stay, no place to sleep. I didn't know
what to do,”” Damian said,

After a while, when no one came back,
he tried sleeping in a park and did fall
asleep for awhile, only toawaken with his
hands frozen. He eventually walked to
Weiss Memorial Hospital and from there
was (ransferred (o Cook County
Hospital. His hands were described as
“mummified,”” a severe condition of
frostbite, and physicians said he may lose
full use of them:

With the help of a church Daniian
eventnally found some
residence ina/ South Side boarding house.
“A ot of times he would go in'his room
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and lock the door,” Mrs. Lawrence, his
landlady, told the R, *‘Fe was ashamed
because he didn't want people to look at
his hands. He felt really bad about it."
She described how his fingers were bleed-
ing and nails turning colors. ““When he
went out (to Cook County Hospital) to
the doctor,™ she continued, **when they
took off the bandages one of his:little
fingers came off.”" He was on constant
pain medication.

After a month, Damian moved again
and at last word had missed his most re-
cent hospital appointment. One possible
explanation: the LS. government has
revoked his student visa and reclassified
him as *‘an illegal alien.”’ He is no longer
eligible to apply for student aid or public
aid and can be deported at any fime.

The landlord who evicted Damian told
the RW that she thinks heis “‘emotionally
disturbed.”” Why, just imagine, here this
great land of freedom allows someone
from an ‘‘underdeveloped country'’ like.
Nigeria to go to'school hiere and then they
are ungrateful — and'don’t’even pay the
rent on top of it. Why shouldn’t they
freeze — serves them right!

While Pamian is from an oppressed
nation in Africa, when it comes (o arctic
cold waves, the same imperialist relations
apply to America's oppressed na-
tionalities, as well as others. Several
months ago, under ithe “‘reform” ad-
ministration of Mayor Harold Wash-
ington, the Ghicago Housing Authority
(which administers family projects that

Shine the Light
of Revolution
Behind the Prison Walls

are 95% Black, and which house 10% of
Chicago's Black people) laid off many of
their’ janitors and mainlenance person-
nel, As aresult there has been virtually no
one to board up/broken windows and'in-
sulate plumbing in vacant apartments.
During the Christmas holidays (when the
temperature in Chicago was below zero
for over 100 straight hours) winds blew
through the apartments freezing and
breaking many water pipes. The water

_then cascaded down floor by floor,
through apartments. ‘*Water is leaking
into my apartment from a pipe that’burst
on the third floor,”” said Betty Jones, a
first floor Cabrini Gréen project resident.
LWe've been mopping the floors con-
stantly since Thursday. My curtains and
rugs are ruined.”

Eventually the water flooded the fur-
nace rooms in'the basements of many
highrise projects, shutting down heat,
water, toilets, and in some cases electrici-
ty and resulting in'even more pipes freez-
ing. *‘I’ve never been colder in my life
than 1 have been in the last couple of
days,” Dolores Watkins, who lives in a
CHA highrise at 1239 S. Racine Ave, told
the Chicago Tribune. *‘The heat here had
been out since Thursday. Finally today
(six days later—R W) they turned it back
on at least a little, When it was off, it was
so cold in here that the clothes in my
closet got stuck to'the walls. On Tuesday,
a pipe brokein avacant apariment on the
16th floor and the water rushed down to
the fourth floor. People in the building

Contribute to the Prisoners Revolutionary Litel

The Revolutionary Communist Party receives many letters and reque:
literature from prisoners in the hell-hole torture chambers from Att

are still sweeping the water out of their
apartments and out of the hallways."" At
the Cabrini Green projects rivers of ice
formed outside and water and ice built up
inithe stairways.and hallways. With over
2/3: of the elevators out of order it
became next to impossible to get outside.

To keep warm hundreds of families
were forced out of the projects. Others
turned on stoves and burners around the
clock as a last resort to keep their apart-
ment temperature above freezing. The
gas fumes which filled the apartments
then resulted in widespread nausea and
headaches: with several dozen (mostly
children) being hospitalized.

As the cold wave continued, the gar-
bage chutes at the Cabrini Green projects
became inoperable. Garbage piled up in-
side them from the first floor to the 14th
floor (of a 15-story building). With no
other place for garbage it began to pile up
in. the hallways and gangplanks: outside
the apartments. (Then toadd insult to in-
jury, some all-American yahoos railed on
in the letters to the editor pages of the

Chicago Tribune about the
“slovenliness’® of ‘‘those welfare reci-
pients™'!)

Throughout Chicago during this:time,
al least several dozen people died from
hypothermia, including seven frozen
bodies that were brought into the Cook
County morgue on Christmas Day itself.

Among these: a 50-year-old unidentified -

woman found frozento death underacar
and a 68-year-old man, address
unknown, found dead in a gangway. Just
how many other of Chicago’s estimated
25,000 homeless died is unknown. Afier
all, if there's no reason to keep exact
statistics on how,many. homeless people
are alive, why keep statistics onhow
many freeze todeath? [

ture Fund |

ts for.
to San

Quentin. There are thousands more brothers and sisters behind bars who have.

refused to be beaten down and corrupted in the dungeons of the

pitalist class

and who thirst for:and need the Revolutionary Worker and other revolutionary
literature. To help make possible getting the Voice of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party as well as other Party literature and books on Marxism-Leninism.
Mao Tsetung Thought behind the prison walls, the Revolutionary Worker has
established a special fund. Contributions should be sent to:

Prisoners Revolutionary Literature Fund
Box 3486, Merchandise Mart
Chicago,'IL 60654

Dear RLW.,

I'would like to inform you of an address
change. My new room number is XX.

Let me say that many of us in prison find
your literature very.inspiring. Please use my
contribution to help spread the word.

In Revolutionary Spirit,
San Luis'Obispo

Revolutionary Worker,

As you can see from my return address, |
am presently a POW of the state of CA. llam
a young Irishman and would'like to be piac-

_ed on your mailing list. Do you give free sub-

scriptionsito prisoners? If you do, please
place meon your list as soon as possible.
Thanks! Also, any books on: Marxigm, North-
ern Ireland, Sinn Fein and the Provisional
IRA would be great! Thank you for your help
and on behalf of all political prisoners world-
wide: May thetrue spirit of revolution be with
you always and in all ways!

In Solidarity for an Irish Ireland

JESSE M. UNRUN, TREA

e TR e

Dedr Staff of the Revalutionary Worker,

I, inmate XX, am presently incarcerated
here at'the Ellis Unit and as a result | ran
across your most interesting and informative
publication: | must say that it has to be one
of the most intriguing newspapers | have
ever read with genuine facts regarding our
future in this world and the need for a
change in this:world too.

| would appreciate receiving your
newspapers once in.a while If possible so
that |'can be able to better understand and
learn all about your newspaper's goals.

Sincerely and Cordially
Happy New Year!

Dear Revolutionary Worker,

My year subscription has relinquished.
The paper has enhanced the level'of con-
sciousness | had maintained. | now look at
the propaganda and other defects thal’s
happening around the world thanks to your
enlightenment; my situation'inside the belly
of this insanity has improved.

I'm still being held in/this new maximum
unit — super max, because of my, level of
thinking, Could I'get my. subsgription re-
newed? When/my funds become adequate,
I'll'send whatever | can.

Sincerely,
Jefferson City, MO
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Those Who Refuse

Continued from page 4

laugh, we also are forced to cry. But we can’t afford to ¢ry and although we
don’t have too much time to laugh, we should laugh a little, We should laugh
with a sense of the bright future before us, Mainly, however, we have to con-
vert the tears and the frustration and the outrage and the anger into struggle
and determination to rise'up and make revolution, because the more ridiculous
wecan see that this capitalism systemis, the more absurd we can see that it is —
the more criminal it is that we allow it to go on any longer while we stand
around or sit idly by and do not do everything we can to lead people torise up
and abolish it as soon as possible. The more ridiculous we can see it to'be; the
more criminalit is that it goes on'any longer and the more criminal we are if we
are conscious of that and yet we still sit on the sidelines and do not ga out
among the people who do not see it, to wake them up, pull them and lead them
mto the process of rising up and moving beyond this stage of history.

You see, there is something that we are on the threshold of: we are on the
threshold of moving humanity and human society to a whole new stage of
history, a whole new plateau, a whole new height which as yet humanity has not
reached but is on the verge of reaching. Throughout millions of years of history
people in society have always struggled to move beyond the backward condi-
tions in which they were held down, and today this struggle has finally reached
the point where we now can make a leap beyond the backwardness and bar-

barism we are still chained in. In fact, the very means to make this leap sur-

round us and mock us in'the face every day as we look out at the buildings, the
technology, and the scientific understanding that has been developed and see
the way it is twisted and mangled, perverted and suffocated, under the control
of these capitalists whose force of arms and vicious repression is used to keep
their stranglehold on society and to maintain people in this barbarous state.
And despite what the new rulers of China may say, despite what the rulers of
this country may say, despite what capitalists and theirlackeys have always said
— people arenot dumb animals who merely want to have a bowl of food put in
front of them three times a day, then will lick the bowl and go on to lick the
hand of the person who put the food there while he whipsithem acrossithe back
if they get out of line. People are not what they used to say about the slaves
back on the plantations of the South when they called them *‘talking tools.”
People are not dumb animals, People are not talking tools. They have hopes,
they have dreams, they have aspirations. They have ideas and thoughts. They
want to know about and they want to conquer the whole world and even storm
the heavens, much as the capitalists try to crush and suffocate this out of them.

Mankind's First Great Leap

If we go back and look at history — we should look to'the future but to.do
that we have to look at the past and understand it scientifically — we canreflect
the light from the past up through the present and projectitahead to the future.
When we can see scientifically and correctly where we are coming from, we can
also see where we are today and understand it from the perspective of where we
haveto and are inevitably going to/go. The fact is that humanity (including its
earliest ancestors) is several million years old. This has been discovered and
proved scientifically. Back in Africa and elsewhere about that time, the first
forms of the human species developed when something very significant hap-
pened in the world, in terms of life as we know it on this planet. For the first
time a form of life developed that did not either livein the water or crawl on'the
earth, nor did it walk on all fours and only occasionally reach up to use its
hands. A form of'life developed which stood erect, walked on two feet, and
used its hands to begin changing the worldaround it, fo beginshaping tools and
transforming the rest of nature. Those various early forms of the human
species that came into being and attempted to survive went through a very
fierce struggle with the elements and with nature. Through a long process,
those that were able to survive and develop and that managed to stay on two
feet and use their hands became a new form of life.

But along with their hands being freed up, something else very significant
happened among those, out of the many, that did suryive to eventually develop
as the human species which exists today. As they began towork, and in order to
walk and live on two feet rather than walking on all fours or crawling on their
bellies, something happened to their brain — an anatomical development that
came to predominate through a process of natural selection. A newand a more
highly developed and sophisticated brain came into being. This, in fact, is what
distinguishes the human species from other and lower forms of life: not some
nonexistent imaginary soul breathed into them by some nonexistent imaginary
superior being or god, but the fact that in relation to their walking erectand us-
ing their hands to shape tools, their brains underwent a basic change. Their
brain changed and developed enabling them to further coordinate their mo-
tions and at the same time use their hands to shape tools, develop fire, and
make more sophisticated instruments and toois. For the first time in the history
of life:as we know it, a form of life developed which was conscious of'itself and
of ‘its relationship to the rest of life, to the rest of nature. It had a more
developed brain and was therefore able to consciously react upon and change
the rest of nature and the very society in which it came together to survive and
develop. This was something entirely new. Other animals may react upon
nature, but not consciously. They only leave, generation after generation, what
was there when thev came in the first place. Even species that do sophisticated
things, like building ant colomies, never develop:anything higher or continue to
advance. They just repeat the same process again and again. But with this
development of a brain which was conscious of the rest of nature and the rest of
the world around it, which could increasingly grasp the laws that govern life
and society, human beings began to break away from the rest of the animal
kingdom and advance beyond it, consciously reacting upon and shaping the
rest of nature. .

Now, when you say this, some people say, ‘‘Wait a minute, I know what all
this is, This is all that shit about apes! 1 don’t want to hear that shit now. Don’t
tell me about how 1've got apes for ancestors. There are no apes among my
relatives back through the ages. I ain't got no apesin m$ roots! 1 don’t want to
hear that stuff. There were no apes in my family at -no time, never, not even
millions of years ago!"” Yes there were! All of us evolved from a lower form of
life, that’s where humanity came from. There is nothing discouraging about
that, there is nothing degrading or demoralizing aboutit. Quite the opposite —
it is uplifting, it is encouraging, it is inspiring — because it shows us in living
reality that nature, forms of life, and society are constantly advancing from a
lower to a higher stage.

Best Hustle in the Universe

Now the Christian religion, for example, says that the world is only Six,
eight, or ten thousand years old. This has been disproven by science many times
over. It has been disproven by archaeological, zoological, and other types of

\

discoveries which show that mankind itself (to say nothing of the history of the
Earth for millions — or billions — of years before the development of the
human species), humanity itself is at least three million years old. Now when
you say this, some people will say and you have probably seen the bumper
stickers which say: ““The Bible saysit. I believeit. That settles it.’* They:don't
want to hear anything about science or the truth. If the facts disagree with the
Bible, then the facts are wrong. They might as well put a bumper sticker that
says I demand'my right to be ignorant, which is another right they will always
allow you to exercise in this country, and we cannot afford it. We cannot be
afraid of anything and we cannot tolerate anything that tells us, as religion
does: “‘Miserable wretched sinful pitiful creatures that you are, get down on
your knees and pray to some lord to save you.”” We don’t want any lords or
masters, in this world or any other world, There isn't any other world but this
material world (or universe) anyway; thisis the one we have. We cannot afford
anything that tells us to get down on our knees and accept the miserable lot we
havein this society and this world becausesomehow, the more miserable we are
hereithe better we will have it in the next, nonexistent world, Anybody can and
has to wake up and see that it is just a trick by the people who do not have it
miserable. Of course they want us to live for the *‘next world,”’ because that
means they get over right here in this one.

I’ll tell you something, it still won’t do youany good. I heard thisstory a cou-
ple of weeks ago. A dude out here on the East Coast was surrounded by some
of these licensed killers they call police. They were jacking him up. He pulled
out his Bible and was coming at them with his Bible to show them how wrong
they were, and they shot him down. Even:'when we take up the very things'they
tell'us to take up, it is no guarantee that they won't just wipe you out anyway.
We have to discard those things. We cannot afford those things. I will say it
whether anybody wants to hearit or not. We cannot afford these things that tell
us to get down on our knees, miserable wretched creatures. We have to have
and we canonly have those things that tell us to get up off our knees.and not to
serve-any lord or master, here or somewhere else. Forget Bob Dylan and his
song, *‘You Gotta Serve Somebody’'! We are not serving anybody. We are ser-

“ving the interests of the masses of the people to transform this world and ad-

vance it beyond the stage where ithere can be any more lords or masters. We
don’t need it.

1’ll tell you.one thing, if I wasn't-a revolutionary, if I'wasn’t working for a.
living, if I was one of these pimps or hustlers or numbers runners or racketeers
or stick-up men out here — you know what I would do? I would get the best
hustle'in the universe: I’d be god! That's what I would do. I would get the best
hustle in the universe; 1'd be god. Think about it. God has got it made. Every
time something good happens to people out here, they praise god tathe skies
and throw money at him. If something bad happens, they still say, *‘Oh, I must
have done something wrong, I must have sinned,’” or else, *‘It's God's master
plan, He works in mysterious ways,’” and they throw more money at him. I’ll
tell you, you can’t havea better hustle than to be god. We have to wake up and
realize that there is no god out here — but there are hustlers and pimps out there
in clerical garb.

Now, of course, some of these other religious figures come along, some of
the liberal and intellectual theologians. They spread the idea that **Well, you
see, uh. ..we can’t, of course, take the Bible /iterally. Uh. . .when it says that
the world was created in. . .uh. . .six days, why this can’t be understood to
mean six daysas we know them by our time. This'is six days in the mind of God
andyousee, uh, uh, ummm. . .of course, six days inthe mind of God might ac-
tually be many millions of years in Earth’s time. Therefore, we can't take!it
literally, it has to be understsad. . .uh.. . uh...more or less figuratively.”
You are bullshitting. This Bible is supposed to be the word of an all-knowing,
all-seeing, all-powerful being. Don’t tellme you want to reinterpret it and make
it figurative. It says what it says. It means whatit means. Anditiswrong! It was
written by people. It reflects the understanding that they had and the under-
standing that they did not have at the time.

You read Genesis. I’ve read it. (Some of these people think it will be like a
vampire and a cross when they hand me the Bible. ‘‘Aren’t you afraid to take
up that book? You’re a godless atheist.”” | say, ‘“That’s right, and that only
makes me half/different than you because you are godless, too, but I know it
and you don’t.”” “‘But aren’t you afraid to pick up that book?’ they ask, and 1
say “‘No, I've read that book. There’s nothing to be afraid of in that book."’)
Read Genesis; what does it say? It says the Earth is the center of the whole
universe and that everything in the sky, in the'heavens (whichithey sayis *‘up’’
but we know isidown, right, left, up — not just one direction) was put there by
god after hecreated the Earth. That'sall wrong. This is one little speck in the
universe that we live on. They didn't know that back then and they said that all
the lights in the sky, all the planets and stars, were put there by god to make -
light for the Earth, That is completely wrong. The Earth came into being asa
planet long after many of those stars. In fact, many of the stars whose light we
see today are actually extinct at the present time. They are so far away from us
— millions and millions of light years away — that they went out of existence
before the Earth came into existence as a planet. They are so far away that,
given the speed of light, we are only now seeing the light from them which has
traveled for millions and millions of years to reach us.

Copernicus and Galileo

Religion has always tried to suppress new ideas which come into being and
which challenge the established order, because religion has always served the
ruling class and the established order to keep'the people in line. Do you know
that five hundred years ago when Copernicus came along, he made a crucial
contribution to the discovery (and predicted that it could one day be proved)
that instead of the Earth being the center of the whole universe and the sun and
all the stars revolving around it, in fact, the Earth turned on its axis and re-
volved around the sun. And for this he was hounded, he was harassed. He was
persecuted: just for stating the truth that now has to be admitted by alt_‘nost
everyone. Less than a hundred years later, Galileo, who took up Copernicus’
theory, studied it, and proved it with the latest astronomical cxperimfzms and
the development of the telescope. Galileo, for proving that Copernicus had
been correct, was called before the Inquisition. He was dragged before a bunch
of these pompous, pious dogs in long robes and funny hats. He was tortured,
persecuted, and threatened with death if he would not recant, repent, an.d-say
that he was wrong and that Copernicus had been wrong as well. Galileo finally
did capitulaté and give in, but nevertheless, no one remembers the names of,, or
cares very much about, those clowns and reactionary fools who d_raggcd hnyn
before the Inguisition. But the name of Galileo and that of Copernicus are stfll
remembered and celebrated. Even though Galileo recanted and capitulated in
theend, nonetheless he still represented and further developed the truth. Thisis
the only thing that we can do. We have to stand for the truth. We cannot be
afraid of and we cannot tolerate anything that tells us to be afraid of: question-
ing, criticizing, challenging, studying, learning, and conquering the world and

everything in it. That is the reason why the spirit of doing so can never be ex-
Continued on page 15
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tinguished; that is the reason people will never accept the miserable lot they are
handed and will never accept society and the world going onin the way they are
— because people are thinking beings. Since the time that the human being and
the human brain developed, people developed hopes, dreams, thoughts,
aspirations — they became conscious of the rest of the world and of their abili-
ty tochange it. Therefore, there was lit in them the flame of the desire to change
it, and this has always been the case down through history.

Some of you might remember the movie Spartacus. (Asl said, the capitalists
control the culture, but people fight this and some truth does slip through, as it
didinthis movie.) This film wasmade in 1960. It was about Spartacus whowas
a leader of slave uprisings in the old Roman Empire. He was a gladiator who
led other gladiators in rising up, destroying the slave owners who controlled
them, and then rising up and forming a slave army to free other slaves. Finally
their army went up against the whole imperial army of Rome. - Though they
were finally defeated and though they were put to death in the thousands,
nevertheless they provided an example and lit a spark forenslaved and oppress-
ed people not only then, but down through the ages.

One of the heaviest scenesin that movie, even heavier in many ways than the
scenes of the slaves fighting back against the gladiator owners and the slave
owners in general, is a scene which takes place when the slave army is preparing
flor the final battle in which/they are ultimately defeated. Kirk Douglas (playing
Spartacus) and Jean Simmons (playing his wife) are laying out in the grass.
They are getting ready for the battle and Spartacus turns to her and says,
“‘Listen, why do the birds fly? What makes the wind blow? What is: the
thunder? Why are the stars in the sky? Why is the earth the way itis? — ['want
to know-all these things.' To me, this is in some wayseven heavier than the
scenes of battle in that movie because what it brings out isa fundamental truth.
People are not talking tools. Theyare notdumbianimals. They are people, with
hopes and dreams and the conscious ability ta understand, react upon, and
change the world in! their interests. That is why, down: through the ages,
through every form of society in'which humanity has evolved in raising itself up
from the lower to a higher level, people have always struggled and strived and
hoped and dreamed and aspired to move from the lower to the higher level.

Revolution: An Urgent Question Today

Today that millions-of-years long struggle of humanity is now approaching
a new, a fundamental, and a radical change — a tremendous forward leap for
mankind. For the first time we will move beyond this stage of history where it is
any longer necessary for people to fight each other, dog-eat-dog, to survive;
where it is any longer necessary or in-any way justified for one small group of
people to rule over and forceothers to labor for them in order to live — we will
movetoa whole new stage in human history where consciously and incommon

(which is what communism means), consciously in common people can, ,

through struggle, take what is there in nature, study'it, consciously change it,
use it, and transform the world and themselves in the process:throughout the
entire world, conguer the:whole world, andiin fact storm: the very heavens.
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That is what we are on the threshold of. That is what we are being called upon
to do. That is why revolution is necessary: in order to move humanity beyond
this stage, so that we can fully and completely stand erect — never again be
forced to live, as we still are, on our hands and krees, degraded as we still are,

in our millions and billions around the world, to barely above an animal-like
existence — but able to fully rise up and use both our hands and our minds col-

lectively, cooperatively, and' consciously. to'transform' the whole world and
ourselves in the process. This is what history is demanding of us to do. This is
what the development of society has placed before us as an immediate task.

That is what all the groaning and struggling, all the development of humanity

and human society throughout the ages has brought us to the very threshold of,

But not only is this historically necessary, notonly is it indeed historically in-
evitable, not only is this where society must and ultimately will go, but more
than that — it is an urgent question before us today. Itis something that we are
required to work for now and to devote our energies to now, exactly because
the capitalist system'is outmoded. The capitalist system'can no longer go on
and contribute to the'development of society. It ¢an only strangle and choke
and mutilate society-and the people in it. It can'only plunge people into worse
and still worse crisis and massive and still more massive destruction, as.they are
coldly preparing to doin'World War 3. Notionly can we see'that history places
before us the task of revolution and moyving on to communism, but more than
that, we can seeand we must see that theimmediate'questionsin society and the
immediately existing conditions that are sharpening up and intensifying
around us, those conditions place the question and the urgency of revolution
immediately on the agenda for us; '

Now, when we talk about this, this naturally raises many-big questions in
people’s minds. Questions about: Is it really possible? How can it be done?
What is it necessary for us to do now? How can we go out and wake up other
people? Can we actually defeat these capitalists — much as we hate them and
much.as we can’t stand their system, is there really a way that we can not only
rise up.and fight them, but actually defeat them on the battlefield and move
society forward?

Theseare big questions, they are serious questions. They are questions which
every day, our party and others who work with:it — out among the youth, the
workers, the students, the people in the neighborhoods, the schools, and the
hospitals— are debating, discussing, studying, talking about, learning about,
and uniting around a common understanding of. They are questions “which
every week In our newspaper, the Revolutionary. Worker, and in our
theoretical and propaganda organ, Revolution, and in other publications, as
well'as in leaflets, pamphlets, speeches; and meetings, in all these different
ways and forms our party is and must be discussing with more and more peo-
ple. These are fundamental questions, vital questions. They have to be taken
up, gone into in depth, and in‘an engoing way. We have tostudy, we have to
sum up, and we have to/learn more and more about the answers to these ques-
tions. But Marxism tells us that all these questions do have an answer, Things
are knowable, and by taking up and applying a scientific stand, we:can learn
them and we can change the world on that basis.

(Continued next week.)

The Arson Connection

Continued! from page 11

(Which it seems, il was indeed: pro-
moting it!) It was to be, thatis; a PR wing
of City: Hall. Nevertheless, the Strike
Force attracted some honest people who
took its stated task seriously — and were
raked over the coals for doing it. One in-
cident that led several to formulate the
proposal for the study of arson and sub-
sidized housing rehabilitation occurred
several years ago, shortly after fires had
demolished a section of the Clinton
neighborhood in Manhattan. In a couple
of cases some well-known media figures
(including a famous newscaster) purchas-
ed buildings andapplied for rehabmoney-
after fires hadforced the temants out. The
fire marshall (whose job is investigating
suspicious fires) informed the Strike
Force that arson had been inyolved.
Upon doing their own investigating the
Sirike Force recommended that
rehabilitation money not be given. Im-
mediately, they were told to drop their
work on this, and the particular fire mar-
shal involved was transfered to another
borough (outside Manhattan).

It’s easy to see why the city would want
to squash anything that might cause new
(and in this case, also prominent) owners
to back off, but some of the Strike Force
people began to see more — a link be-
tween the fires that had cleared out the
previous tenants and the possibility of
getting rehab money. They applied to the
federal government for a grant to fund
the study, which, to their and the Strike
Force head's surprise, they won. After
the proposal had been accepted they
learned that Anthony Gliedman, head of
city's HPD, had ried to stop the pro-
posal from being submitted; the Strike
Force head had allowed it to be submitted
only because he thought it wouldn’t be
accepted.

It is not clear at this time why the feds
agreed 1o fund the report — one cannot
ritle out the pessibility of infighting bet-
ween federal and local officials or other
conflicting dinterests among the
bourgeoisie, Cenainly the federal
government, which is the source of most
of the funds that are only administered by
the city, is quite aware of their political

uses, including thearson link, and indeed
created the programs to be used that way,

‘as a vehicle for demographic changes in

the cities. And in fact, they are used that
way in every city which receives them.
Whatever the reason the feds funded the
report it was z#of because the feds thought
their moneéy was being “‘misused’”!

As soon as work began on the report,
heayy pressure ‘bore down. ¥irst, the
original proposers were taken off of it on
direct orders from HPD-head Gliedman,
who threatened to blackball anyone from
ever getting a job in New York City if
they didn’t go along. Then, after several

months, & new person was appointed 10

head-up the study, someone acceptable
to. HPD. In the meantime, the original
proposers had developed a plan to work
with insurance companies to identify ar-
son risks (which, incidentally, the in-
surance companies expressed no'interest
in); the city’s Department of Investiga-
tion began following them and one day
ordered ‘them (o go to an interrogation
session . complete with guards and armed
cops. Immediately after this they were
fired, and on returning to get their per-
sonal papers two days later, found their
files had been locked. Their co-workers
were also threatened with firingif they so
much as talked to them. While some may.
have been confused as to why all this was
happening, the message that got across
was clear: people in the Arson Strike
Force had 'better not strike too hard ‘'or
too deep in digging up the causes of ar-
son. Publicizing “‘warning signs’’ is one
thing; going beyond that to try to get at
the underlying reasons those ‘‘warnings
signs’” exist is something else again.

As the web of connections between ar-
son and government-subsidized
rehabilitation was more and more reveal-
ed in the course of the research project,
the city had another problem on its
hands: what would the final report look

like? The person selected to head-up the -

study evidently proved not to be so
pliable, and it's interesting that the final
report as issued by the city has nonames
on it, unlike earlier drafts. The final
report is significantly different from

earlier drafts in several respects: the in-
troductory summary was substantially
mutiliated to downplay the findings, and
small ‘but significant changes were also
made in places to change the emphasis.
For instance, an 1mponam finding was
that “although buildings in the Section 8
Program averaged more fires than other
buildings, this effect was associated with
specific classes of buildings — those that
were NSA submissions, privately owned,
or in specific neighborhoods." It then
goes on to say that “‘after these factors
were controlled, (taken out of the calcula-
tions — R W) buildings in the Section 8

. Program that were not in any of these

categories had' 0.508 fewer fires than
other buildings.”” The final report has
this exact wording, but it has underlined
thelasr«scmcnc&quoled emphasizing the -
“facy® lhab»sécmn 8 housing: aclually’
had fewersfires:than normal. . .if only '

“ you don't count the buildings where arson

happens most frequently: (NSA, private
ownership, and specific neighborhoods).
The city of New York is also praised in
the published report for working on ways
to do away with “‘abuses cited.”
Evenwith all these changes the city still
wasn’t easy about releasing it. But one of
the conditions of the grant made publica-
tion necessary; so on Labor Day weekend
(not exactly a time when people stay
home and follow the news) the rewritien
summary and conclusions were released,
and at first, the whole report was not even

- made available to the press.

But HPD was evidently still uneasy. So
on November 1 an HPD report under
Gliedman’s name was issued, titled
““Analysis of Arson in Residential
Buildings,”* which briefly referred to the
ASF report findings while smothering
them in an annoucement of how arson
had declined by one-third from 1977 to
1982. (One person the R'W interviewed
said hedidn’t know about the accuracy.of
these figures, but that in part it could be
caused by the drying up of Section 8
rehab funds in'1980. Gliedman’s report
went directly up against the findings of
the ASF report, stating that where rehab-
related arsons are in evidence “‘they were
related to markel conditions rather than
the availability of any city rehabilitation
loan programs or tax cxcmpuon!aba[e—
menl programs.’ =

If anything, the icity government’s
strenuous efforts 1o suppress the arson
report in itself hints that there is
something big at stake. Indeed, even the
uncensored findings of the Strike Force
only show the tip of the iceberg of a
deliberate policy by which the
bourgeoisie set out to transform and pro-
tect its cities, especially the vitals contain-
ed in the downtowns — from the cities’
own population. That this policy involv-
edarson, and with this, murder, can only
be described as...for this sys-
tem. . .typical. B

Trailer Park

Continued:from page 6

the L.A. Timeshewas seriously consider-
ing suing the LAPD for keeping a file on
him Chief Gates immediately shot back,
“If that’s an indication of his lack of
judicial temperment, then I'm amazed he
remains on the bench.*"

The L.A. Times has also reported that
the LAPD s prcparing to bring
disciplinary, chargc'; agalml al least one
of Paul’s superiors, again related to
Paul's ties to Western Goals and also to
the storage of police intelligence material
at his home. This supervisor, Thomas
Scheidecker, was, as the Times's report
pointed out, disciplined once before and

removed from PDID when it was re-
vealed'in another RCP-related case that he
had illegally unsealed and changed the
contents of a court-sealed envelope con-
taining information about LAPD opera-
tions against the RCP. That case, (oo,
was brought toanabrupt end — that time
by a letter from Chief Gates asking the
courl to dismiss the charges to. prevent
further inquiry by:the defense — just as
malters were beginning to focus on the
May Day 1980 period. Scheidecker, like
Paul, is known to have had considerable
responsibility for LAPD operations
against the RCP, including durmg the
May Day 1980 period. Clearly, this issue
keeps rearing its head providing impor-
tant openings for dragging these crimes
into.thelight of day. ]
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