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The first weekend in April saw the
long-anticipated eruption of widespread
protests and demonstrations in Europe
against the scheduiled deployment of U.S.
Pershing II and Cruise missiles this fall.
According to estimates in the Western
press, some 700,000 to 800,000 people
participated over a four-day period in a
series of marches, “‘die-ins”* and block-
ades of numerous U.S. military bases,
mainly in Great Britain and West Ger-
many. In Britain, thousands formed a
human chain stretching across 14 miles of
English countryside from the Greenham
Common airbase, which is due to receive
the first American Cruise missiles this
year, to a nuclear weapons factory in
Burghfield. In Scotland, 25,000 marched
in Glasgow (one of 150 cities in Great Bri-
tain which has passed official anti-
auclear resolutions), where they staged a
massive ‘‘die-in”’ in the city center and
established a three-mile long human
chain surrounding the Faslane nuclear
base, targetting the planned basing of
nuclear armed Trident submarines there,
In West Germany, no less than 17 U.S.
military installations were blockaded in
one form or another and a total of hun-

dreds of thousands marched in virtually
every major city. Significant protests also
took place in the Netherlands, [taly and
Switzerland.

Something of the stakes involved for
both imperialist blocs in the battle for
European public opinion could be seen in
the rapid fire *'peace wars'' conducted in
the media by the U.S. and Soviet im-
perialists, as they tried to upstage each
other throughout the weekend. Reagan's
speech unveiling the U.S.” latest refur-
bishment of the zero-option — the new
“interim compromise proposal’® — had
been originally scheduled for the Thurs-
day before the Easter weekend, but was
abruptly moved up a day to ensure wide
press coverage in Europe as the demos
began. Not to be outdone, the Soviets
countered with a hastily staged U.S.
presidential style TV news conference —
something of a rarity for the Soviets —
that was broadcast throughout Europe in
which Foreign Minister Gromyko sanc-
timoniously blasted Reagan's com-
promise proposal as ‘‘completely unac-
ceptable,’”’ In turn, the U.S. State Depart-
ment, in what was described as an
“unusually guick’ response, which ap-

-

peared right alongside reportage of
Gromyko's press conference, shot back
that the Soviet reaction was ‘‘unconstruc-
tive.” In fact, this particular State
Department response appeared so quick-
ly that the NY Times was obliged to note
that “‘the State Department’s formal re-
joinder was issued and the briefing for
reporters was held even before the
Government had a complete transcript of
Mr. Gromyko’s remarks."’ This was a
clear case of the U.S. gangsters making
an offer they knew the Soviet gangsters
would refuse — a cynical and calculated
attempt to show the *‘peace’” side of their
‘‘peace through strength'’ war prepara-
tions, including the very necessary posi-
tioning of the Pershing and Cruise
missiles in Europe for the entire U.S.
bloc. This point was made quite clear by

the British imperialists: the British
Defense Minister Heseltine, who
pointedly visited the Berlin Wall over the
weekend, denounced the demonstrators
for following a ‘“‘naive and reckless
road’’; and Prime Minister Thatcher con-
curred, saying, ‘‘It ‘would make more
sense for them to go and link hands
around the Berlin Wall.” The newly
elected  government of West Germany
also opposed the demonstrations and one
of the government ministers called the
demonstrations “‘part of a far-reaching
plan of action intended to prevent the
carrying out of NATO policy through
propaganda and the threat of violence"’
and charged that the anti-nuke move-
ment’s message supports ‘‘the threaten-
ing policies of the Soviets toward our

Continued on page 4
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This statement was initiated by a woman who was one of the group of
more than 250 demonstrators arrested at Vandenberg Air Force Base who
refused to give their names to the authorities or cooperate in any way.
Many other women in the prison made critiques, comments and additions
that were incorporated into the final statement. The statement circulated
among the protestors held in both the men’s and women's jails and was
signed by 46 people who felt that it concentrated their feelings and think-
ing, many of whom took responsibility to send it to different countries
where they had contacts and friends. There was lively discussion over the
content of the statement, including over whether revolution necessitates
violence, and over just what kind of action on May 1'would best express the
politics of this statement.

Internationalist and Revolutionary Greetings to
the People of the World

We send our internationalist and revolutionary greetings to the people of
the world. During the week of March 21, we took part In occupying
Vandenberg Air Force Base. This U.S. military base, center for the launch-
ing of the MX missile, had its facade of invincibility shattered. More than
700 people took part in this action, occupying, trespassing, and blockading
the base. The MX missile assembly pad, the Minuteman launching pad, and
the Space Shuttle were all reached.

We have been inspired by the people in the Marshal| Islands who oc-
cuplied their home island to stop the Minuteman missile firings, as well as
the struggle of the people of El Salvador, Native American people in North
and South America, Africa, Lebanon, people in Europe protesting the Per-
shing and Cruise missiles, and many.other countries. We want to do our
part in contributing to ending this worldwide system of exploitation and
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These moves toward world war, between the U.S. and Soviet imperialists
must be taken seriously. It is urgent that we take action now to work
towards the abolishment of not only nuclear war, but all war. Our goal is to
end war and all the crimes that come from this system: the domination of
one nation over another, of men over women, of one race over others, and
of the capitalist class over the working class. '

We are working together in unity to end this system based on a tiny
handful of imperialists over the vast majority of working and oppressed
people worldwide. As this system of plunder is international, so must be
our struggle. On May 1st (May Day), International Workers Day, we will be
taking yet another step towards making the future we envision a reality
through revolutionary struggle and action.

Especially as this government is preparing for war, they are trying to
whip up a lot of blind patriotism, and an appeal to defend the U.S. national
interests. We are totally opposed to patriotism — We will not fight against
the oppressed people of the world to maintain the domination of the im-
perialist nations. We took this action at Vandenberg as part of strengthen-
ing that unity between the'people of the world. Our solidarity has grown
stronger and we are determined to not have it broken.

This statement will be sent to people in the Marshall Islands, Greenham '
Commons, England, Wales, Russia, Sweden, Germany, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, and many other countries.

It was circulated within Lompoc Federal Pentitentiary and signed by 46
‘Jane & John Does' who participated in the Vandenberg action.

Readers of the RW everywhere send reports now on
Internationalist Exchanges (letters, telegrams, banners, photos,

plunder.

etc.) for May 1st, 1983.

Hot Summer
in Europe

Continued from page |

freedom and security.’” The Soviets, for
their part, attempted to get as much
mileage as they could from sternly refus-
ing the offer which they called “‘absurd”’
— unlike the battery of SS 20s which pro-
vide a very ‘‘strong’’ argument for their
“peace’” talk in Europe!

That the U.S. imperialists are dead set
on going ahead with these missile deploy-
ments and on having to deal with con-
siderable opposition in the future as they
tighten up their war bloc, was indicated
by an article which appeared on the front
page of the New York Times over the
Easter weekend, headlined “‘U.S. Is
Planning Bid To Win Over Europe’s
Young.”’ The article revealed that studies
by various U.S. think tanks and policy in-
stitutes like the Rand Corporation and
the Atlantic Council have uncovered a
growing trend toward “‘anti-American
tendencies’’ and that ‘‘European leaders
have come under intense political
pressure from many of their citizens,
especially the young members of the
European movements that intensely op-
pose deployment of American nucléar
weapons. . .”" As one Rand researcher
put it; “We've got to close the memory
gap between older Europeans — whose
image of America was shaped by Care
packages, Marshall Plan aid and the
Berlin airlift — and their children, who
have been influenced by Vietnam and

Watergate."'

The Times revealed a new Reagan ad-
ministration strategy aimed at what are
termed in current think-tank-speak as the
European ‘‘successor generation elites’’
by which they mean teachers, press peo-
ple and younger political party leaders.
Clearly much of this effort is being aimed
at attempting to win some converts
among the progressive petty bourgeoisie
in Europe to a fuller appreciation of U.S.
leadership in the Western bloc. As part of
this new strategy, Charles Wick, director
of the U.S. Information Agency, has
privately raised several million dollars to
double the number of youth exchanges
between Europe and the U.S. and the
Reagan administration is seeking $1.5
million in funds for this purpose. While
the U.S. imperialists place importance on
their own particular brand of “‘interna-
tional exchanges,”” what this plan under-
scores is the fact that they are preparing
for trouble ahead.

Indeed, the Easter protests marked on-
ly:the beginning of what promises to be a
very turbulent summer (and beyond) in
Europe.

The protests in Britain were called for
by the pacifist Committee For Nuclear
Disarmament (CND) and in West Ger-
many they were for the most part under
the leadership of the “left”* wing of the
Social Democratic Party (SPD) along
with the Green Party, which successfully
entered the West German parliament in
the recent elections (see R W No. 199) —
several Green parliamentary represen-
tatives were arrested for participating in
various blockades. Not surprisingly, the
protests were characterized overall by the
political line of these forces — the official
theme of the West German Easter ac-
tions, for example, was ‘‘No nukes in our

country’”” and the “left” SPD’s
dominated among the speakers at
rallies, where one even called for West
Germany to withdraw from NATO since
Reagan had ‘‘betrayed’” fundamental
NATO defense doctrine! But within all
this, and even visible/in the downplayed
coverage of these events in the Western
press, were the signs of determined and
radical resistance on the part of various
social forces, which the U.S. and its allies
found particularly offensive.

At the Greenham Common:airbase in
Britain, for example, the largely symbolic
character of the protest was suddenly
transformed by what was described as “'a
more stubborn section” of 190 women
demonstrators. Sounding an ululating
battle cry used by rebellious women in the
Middle East, they invaded the base’s
perimeter, scaling a 10 foot high security
fence while another group created a
diversion by idylically decorating the
front gate with daffodils. The British
press singled out the militant women for
particular attack and for going beyond
the established bounds of the CND ac-
tions. One especially rabid commentary
in the London Sunday Telegraph noted
that, *‘Little love is lost, it appears be-
tween the CND and the grubby
disagreeable girls at Greenham’ who
were ‘‘beyond reason.”” The' Telegraph
editorial of the same day railed against
the *‘increasingly unhealthy feminist
hysteria of the ‘peace’ women'' and
openly appealed to their reactionary
social base warning that if the anti-nuke
campaign in Britain escalated into wide-
spread civil disobedience the *‘voice of
the silent majority’* would be heard in a
backlash that “may set even British
standards of tolerance too great a test."
Iron Lady Margaret Thatcher displayed

such tolerance when she added a hearty
‘“‘hear, hear’’ after one conservative in
the House of Commons:denounced these
women as “‘blinkered and dangerous."

Likewise, in West Germany fierce
scenes erupted among the marches and
blockades. At the U.S. Army's Wiley
Barracks at Neu Elm, Bavaria (one of W.
Germany's conservative strongholds)
thousands mounted a determined three-
day blockade, regrouping again and
again in the face of vicious attacks by the
authorities. When 200 police brandishing
pistols and clubs repeatedly failed to clear
the base entrance, attack dogs and tear
gas were used against the demonstrators.
Another interesting development in the
context of what were generally anti-U.S,
demonstrations was a fleeting one-line
reference in the West German newspaper
Frankjurter Allgemeine to a blockade by
some 500 people directed against a West
German military barracks in the
Westphalia-Upper Rhine region. As we
go to press, there has been little inkling in
the bourgeois media concerning the ac-
tivity of some of the more explosive social
forces like the squatters, punks and anar-
chist youth. Particularly sparse was in-
formation on developments in West
Berlin (which included at least one
demonstration of 30,000) where such
trends have done some serious
street fighting in past actions. Reports
have surfaced, however, of at least 180
people being arrested at the U.S. military
radar station on Teufelsberg Mountain as
well as hundreds being briefly detained
elsewhere in West Berlin.

The R W certainly looks forward to re-
porting on these events in more depth, as
news arrives. But one thing is certain; the
continental summer will definitely be
““long and hot.”*



I

The arguments refuting the very
possibility that the Soviet Union could be
imperialist start from deep-seated
misconceptions of how capitalism func-
tions in this era. To begin with, their
operative model is something resembling
capitalismiin the pre-imperialist epoch, In
other words, if capitalism were restored
in‘the Soviet Union, we should expect to
find increasing immiseration of the
masses, growing unemployment, and
cyclical economic crises. Since these
phenomena are not readily observable in
the Soviet Union. . .end of argument. In
fact, imperialist crisis need not assume
the features of a rerun Great Depression.
Conventional wisdom of the interna-
tional communist movement has not
been clear on this point. And even in our
own previous writings, including *“Tar-
nished,” there has been a tendency to
assume that the central manifestation of
crisis is economic collapse and
widespread impoverishment within the
imperialist countries themselves. Thisisa
legacy of the erroneous theory of
*‘general crisis.”

Frankly, if one examines the many
pages devoted to an empirical *‘proof”’
that the manifestations of capitalism are
absent in the Soviet Union, one is
guickly struck by the fact that the “‘non-
capitalist’* features of the Soviet Union
are quite typical for medern imperialist
metropoles. There are several imperialist
countries, notably West Germany and
Japan, that sustained economic growth
for decades, with negligible unemploy-
ment; in West Germany, over twenty
years elapsed after the end of World War
2 before it experienced a real downturn.
Similarly, the risein the standard'ofliving
of the Soviet' masses between the mid-’50s
and '70s was both real'and not particular-
ly spectacular compared to the
achievements of some other imperialist
countries. Even on the guestion of in-
come distribution, the ratio between the
top tenth and the bottom tenth in Sweden
compares quite favorably withthat of the
Soviet Union.

When the concept of imperialism is in-
troduced into the discussion, the Soviet
Union is stacked up against the United
States. Since the external network of the
Soviet Union does not match the sprawl-
ing empire and string of military bases of
U.S. imperialism, then the Soviet Union
does not pass muster as an imperialist
power, Indeed, the apologists, as *‘Tar-
nished” points out, conceptualize im-
perialism in thoroughly Kautskyite
terms, as an external policy (untoward
treatment of other countries) or as an ex-
ternal additive (x amount of returns from
overseas activity). The relative merits of
its “‘internal’’ policies and its ‘‘external™
policies are weighed against each other,
as if they were easily separable. Or, alter-
nately, it is claimed that the Soviet Union
must surely be socialist since its policiesin
this or that country seem beneficent
enough.

Marxism-Leninism, of course, analy-
zes imperialism as a specific stage of de-
velopment of capitalism, as a structural
and systemic phenomenon. Accumula-
tion proceeds through monopoly,
through the division of the world into op-
pressor and oppressed nations,, and
through rivairy between imperialist
capitals. Capitalism has operated inter-
nationally from its beginnings, but this
undergoes a qualitative change in the im-
perialist era, Underlying this changeisthe
further socialization of production, the
internationalization of capital, and the
complete partition of the world among
the imperialist powers. The world market
becomes an integral and determining
whole, and national economies are in-
tegrated into a single world process. A
new international dynamic emerges inthe
imperialist era; it is: more determinant of
the structures, trend-lines, and barriers to
accumulation than is cyclical motion
within the imperialist economies. The
decisive stimulus to profitable accumula-

*This esszy is a slightly edited version of the newly
written introduction to the article *“The “Tamnished
Socialism' Thesis ** which will appear in the forth-
toming volume, The Sovier Union: Socialist or
Sacial-Imperialist? Essays Toward the Debate on
the Nauire of Soviel Sodiety.

April 8, 1983— Revolutionary Worker—Page 5

Soviet Debate

On the
Political Economy

of Soviet

Soclal-Imperialism *

tion is international expansion, par-
ticularly into the colonial ‘and neo-
colonial regions of the world. This fur-
nishes the basis for more extended
periods of growth in the imperialist coun-
tries.and for the bribing of substantial
layers of their populations.

Monopolycapital is an'internationaliz-
ed mode of production which functions
according to an inner compulsion. It re-
mains rooted in national markets, yet re-
quires a global field of operations. These
internationalized capitals press up
against each other. All'this defines a new
matrix of accumulation. The contradic-
tions of accumulation become concen-
trated in the international arena. For the
imperialists, crisis can only be resolved
through warfare for the redistribution of
power and spheres of influence. Thus,
major changes in international political
alignments have marked the essential
gualitative leaps in the process of im-
perialist accumulation. The basic laws of
capitalist accumulation exert themselves
in the framework of the relation of forces
in the world in which interimperialist
wars of redivision have been nodal
points.

Politics assumes far greater impor-
tance in the imperialist era. The
enmeshing of the world in the capitalist
mode of production draws the masses.of
the oppressed nations into the swirl of
world history and intertwines the con-
tradictions between imperialism and the
oppressed nations and between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie in' the im-
perialist countries. The intensification of

_the contradictions of a world system

opens new prospects for the subjective
factor. At the same time, the centrality of
international relations to the accumula-
tion process foists'a new calculus on the
imperialists. They must make moves and
countermoves on the international
chessboard; they must defend, extend, or
secure integrated empires. The flow of
capital, then, is not directly determined
by the highest rate of return. In-
vestments, trade and aid have
geopolitical determinants as well. The
Alliance for Progress cannot be under-
stood outside the impact of the Cuban
Revolution; concessionary prices charged
by the Soviet Union to its East European
allies cannot be understood outside the
need to shore up its bloc.

At the same time, the requirements
and contradictions of accumulation im-
plicate the state far more pervasively in
the reproductive process: the seeding of
new, strategic industries, bail-outs, in-
frastructure development, etc., are in-
tegral to the role of the imperialist state.
Its warfare and welfare functions’express
the larger needs of empire, that is, the
organization of force to confront rivals
and to'suppress and intimidate the masses
and the organization of concessionary
pacification to stabilize the home front.
The capacity of the imperialist state to
centralize and reallocate surplus value
represents a modification of the opera-
tion of the law of value.

Arguments that the Soviet Union isnot
capitalist because capital is steered to the
less profitable heavy industrial sectors
(which have obvious linkages with: the
military) or because the Soviets lose
money in Cuba (as do the U.S. im-
perialists in Israel) are rather frivolous in
view of the imperatives of empire. One
might plausibly argue onsuch a basis that
the warin Vietnam was not an imperialist

by Raymond Lotta

war since its costs far outweighed the
potential economic benefits that might be
derived from Vietnam alone. But if the
law of valueis mediated through complex
mechanisms in the imperialist era and if
politics ‘continually ‘and powerfully in-
teracts with economics, these imperialist
politics are grounded'in the expand-or-
die nature of capital, in the regulating
role of the law of value.

Only by grasping the specificity of im-
perialism can the dynamics and par-
ticularities of the Soviet social formation
be understood. Social-imperialism
emerged our of the reversal of socialism
— and is still making use of many of the
forms and structures developed under
socialism — and on a foundation of a
fairly high degree of development of the
productive forces, On the other hand, it
emerged info a very specific international
environment, reflecting, in the main, a
division of the world which had its roots

in' the outcome of World War 2. The

Soviet Union faced a vastly more power-
ful imperialist network dominated by
U.S. imperialism. The specific interna-
tional configuration and relative
strengths on a world scale impacted
greatly on the structures and necessities
of the Soviet Union — on the allocation
of capital, the particular forms and
policies adopted internally, and on the in-
ternational strategy pursued by Ssocial-
imperialism' to extend its sway. On the
latter point, Khrushchev’s open betrayal
of revolutionary struggles and the at-
tempt to ayvoid head-on confrontation
with the United States in the late *S0s and
'60s at the same time that the social-
imperialists were making inroads into
strategically key regions, corresponded to
the needs and possibilities of the period.
As the world'situation further developed
and Soviet strength increased, these
policies of collaboration with and
capitulation to U.S. imperialism no
longer conformed to the needs of the
Soviet bourgeoisie.

This international framework and
rivalry with a global adversary, interac-
ting with the historical basis of capitalist
restoration in the Soviet Union (a highly
centralized, planned economy) and revi-
sionist ideology itself, has resulted in a
massively bureaucratized and militarized
economy. Many of the particular current
features of the Soviet Union are not
necessarily inherent in the nature of a
restored capitalism. Had the Soviet
Union been less industrially developed,
or had it emerged as a junior partner to
some other imperialist rather than as a
head of its own distinct bloc — it is con-
ceivable that the specific structure ofi its
capitalist economy might have looked
different. There has been a'long-standing
and conscious awareness among the
social-imperialists that the only way out
of their cul-de-sac will be world war, a
recognition reflected in the huge military
build-up since the mid-1960s. This
militarized economy isiat once a source of
strength and an Achilles heel (greatly lop-
siding development and lending a certain

complexion tocrisis ' within its bloc). The

Soviet Union is not an imperialist power
out of the contemporary Japanese mold,
that is, a highly efficient and organized
workshop or trader to the world,
although the particularities of Japanese
imperialism can also be understood only
in the context of the specific political ar-
rangements and international division of
labor established on the basis of the

resolution of World War 2 and the inter-
national alignment of forces in its after-
math.

If Soviet social-imperialism was con-
tending in a world which was not a
““blank slate,”” where the majority of op-
pressed nations were, for instance, sub-
jugated by Western imperialism, neither
was it ‘‘coming from nowhere.”” The
Soviet Union was able to pull an entire
part of the world, notably large sections
of Eastern Europe which had been in
various stages of political transition, into

* its'imperialist orbit, based on the leader-

ship it previously exercised over them in
the socialist camp, a critical mass of
military strength, and the forms of
economic integration previously
developed under socialism. Moreover, as
suggested above, the Soviet Union
entered into and/or transformed its rela-
tions with some “‘third world’' countries
relatively: quickly, and this provided it
with certainreserves that could be utilized
to its advantage. These factors also im-
pacted on the internal structure of its
economy. This ability to forge its own in-
ternational division of labor combined
with far-ranging internal restructuring
(effected by various ‘‘economic
reforms’’) to generate a certain stimulus
and momentum to the Soviet economy
(and bloc) — at the same time that it-im-
posed new requirements and created new
contradictions. _=

The Soviet Union has extensive frade,
aid and investment ties with many coun-
tries in the world, including in the ““third
world.”” Its forms of overseas activity are
diverse: international banking institu-
tions, joint East-West ventures in the
““third world,”" barter trade, shipping,
and international gold sales, to name a
few. In other works,  the RCP has
documented the exploitative character of
Sovietrelations in the *‘third world,”” and
another essay in this volume takes India
as a case study and shows how Soviet
trade and aid reinforces dependency. It
must be underscored that the Soviet ex-
port of capital to the *“‘third world”’ often
involves complex arrangements, revoly-
ing around sale of arms, trade, aid pro-
jects, loans — all sometimes tied into
““package deals.”” Here we can only con-
centrate on an important theoretical
point. As an international exploiter, the
Soviet Union quite clearly pales beside
the United States. While it exports
capital, this is not nearly as massive a
phenomenon as it is in the West. How,
then, is this formation to be understood,
particularly in light of the methodologi-
cal insistence of the apologists of Soviet
social-imperialism that if capital is not
being exported on a large scale, it is en-
tirely inappropriate to describe the Soviet
Union as imperialist?

The imperialist nature ‘of ‘its interna-
tional relations has to be understood
from two sides.

One, these relations are already fun-
damentally exploitative and involve the
export of capital and extraction of
surplus value through various
mechanisms. Second, in quantitative
terms, what characterizes the Soviet posi-
tionis that it is gripped by an overbearing
need to expand the scale of this interna-
tional exploitation. The Soviet Union
does not yet have an empire on the scale
of, or with the coherence of, the U.S. em-
pire'today. But the pointisthat it needs to
Jorge such an empire and its actions are
predicated on doing so.

Let’slook atthese general points a little
more closely:

To begin with, the role of capital ex-
port, especially investments in the col-
onial and neocolonial countries, must be
understood in qualitative terms. In none
of the major imperialist countries do
overseas profits represent a large share of
total profits. But once this is disag-
gregated, these profits can be shown to
figure much more prominently within the
operations of- the decisive and leading
units of finance capital. The imperialists-
must go: after high profits to stimulate
and activate their entire mass of capital,
and the higher rates of return, the extra
value and particular inputs’ (e.g., raw
materials) entering into the domestic im-
perialist economies from the “third
world,” along with the transformations
of productive relations possible in’ these

Continued on page 13






What's Really Sha

Due to the level of national attention
fixed on Chicago these days, most
readers are probably familiar with events
leading up to this eve of the April 12'elec-
tion. The victor of the Democratic party
mayoral primary is traditionally the de
JSactovictor of the general election in this
city where the Republican party has been
considered ‘‘a joke' for decades past.

This year, it was different. A sharply

divided Demaocratic party machine set in-

cumbent Jane Byrne and State's At-.

torney Richard Daley against each other,
resulting in a split of the white vote.
Harold Washington, a Black Con-
gressman from the city’s south side,
emerged as the primary winner. The
chances of nominal Republican can-
didate, Bernard Epton, who racked up a
pitiful 10,000 votes in the primary, mush-
roomed overnight.
The mayoral contest wasnow a *‘racial
issue.” And 'why? Because a Black man
might winit! Never was a “racial issue”
when it was only whites'in the contest! If
Chicago’s Nazis remained indefinite —
forced to chose between the ‘‘lesser evil™
of a Black man and'a Jew — it wasn’t for
the lack of reactionary juices stirring all
over the city’s northwest and southwest
'sides. Horror stalked these white wards.
No one could be sure of what the "mor-
row wouid bring. The seeming threat to
the stability of the Streets and Sanitation
Department, alarming enough, was by
far less consequential than worries
typified by one female office employee
who shrieked across the room'to her com-
patriots, “‘If Washington wins, there’ll be
Black people running all over city hall!*’
.. - treating 1is the same way we’ve treat-
ed them all these years, -

Caught between the feeling that some-
thing was indeed being ““shaken up’’ —

possibly their own greasy careers — and:

the knowledge that selling a Black can-

didate to their constituencies would'be no

easy task, long time Democratic party
machine hacks began deserting to the Ep-
ton.camp. Alderman Roman Pucinski —

who gained a national reputation for his

holy  war against *‘Soviet Com-mu-nist
Tyranny'' after martial law was declared
in Poland — was among those who'led a
“*grassroots rebellion’” against a
Democratic party which ‘‘sold its people
out’’ by running two white candidates
and allowing a Washington victory.
“Politicians are all a/bunch of goddamn-
ed crooks,”” concluded' one maintenance
mechanic who joined the *‘rebellion.”

“The fuckin® peckerheads should have.

known this would happen."
_ A real hero was found in the person of
Bernard Epton: decorated WW2 veteran,

distingunished state legislator, and, -

and. . . But Bernie doesn’t want to “‘take
advantage”’ of his.colorin this election —
oh, no. This is clear from the highly am-
biguous message conveyed in his cam-
paign slogan: “Vote for Epton, BE-
FORE IT’S TOO LATE.”

Rallies for Epton were sponsored all
over the city, including one particularly
virulent outpouring on Palm Sunday in
front of a Catholic church Washington
tried to visit, Quizzical talk show hosts
conducted a series of “‘informal polls,”
prefaced by remarks like, ‘“Now, we're
all against racism, white or Black..."
And, of course, so were Chicago’s house-
wives, who responded in'droyes: ‘*Race
isn’t the issue here, Epton’s more
qualified and Washington didn’t pay his
taxes.” While “‘race politics” can hardly
be considered all that newsworthy in Chi-

cago, this tising Eptonite agitation for"

clean government (seizing on Washing-
ton's prior tax difficulties) should stop
the presses. Imagine — possible corrup-
tion in Chicago’s city hall! If the terms of
this election really were Washington's
“criminal past’’ — he’d be a guaranteed
shoe-in.

But, of course, this isn’'t even the
public terms of the election — whichiitself
has been testimony to the whole ‘“‘demo-
cratic process.’”” Epton told one rally,
“I’'m not ashamed of being white. If
Harold Washington can take pride in his
ethnicity, so can you."" And the New

York Times, for its own pernicious
reasons, noted that, *‘Republicans sense
an inexpensive opportunity to seize the
political top. spot in the nation’s second
largest city. . .*" True enough: Victory is
sweet which comes cheap — and comes
white. What is all this if not an open ad-
mission of designs to clutchat any oppor-
tunity to mobilize a reactionary social
base, and of the grounds on which this
will be done?

The same T7imes article gave some
glimpse of the breeding areas of the Ep-
ton campaign. These neighborhoods are

" “insular island wards where the children

of European immigrants are born, grow
up and die on the same street. . .In some
ways, these areas, with an emphasis on
family and property valies, have been a
source of stability for Chicago. The city
was able to maintain strong middle class
neighborhoods/that have resisted, so far,
the kind of white flight to the suburbs
that hollowed many Middle Western
cities, such as Cleveland and' Detroit.
Mayor Daley’s machine catered to these
loyal residents. . .”

The Epton campaign is certainly ‘‘race
politics® — and more. It is the political

. expression of the strivings and interests of

an encrusted layer of middle class and
labor aristocrats. It is. a demand for a
reactionary status quo, a demand' that
not only the privileged position of this
layer be guaranteed against encroach-
ment, but guaranteed in' comparison and
direct opposition to people they regard as
“‘the enemy.’" If “‘it’”spreads to city hall,
they fear, “it’" will soon be right next
door. Not only do these people want to be
on top, they want “‘the enemy’" below
them to know it. And they want all the
ideological trappings that accompany
“the rightful place of the white man.”
The *“*whitecops for Epton movement’ is
a related reflection of all this.

It may be necessary to'point out here
that we're nottalking about all white peo-
ple. In fact; it'is rather amusing to note
that Washington has strong support in
the largely white ““YUP. buffer’® — that
is,, among the ““Young Urban Profes-
sionals’ who have flowed in numbers in-
to the condos and rehabilitated housing
which®rings the central city. Ironically,
this area (asin other cities) was'conscious-
ly built up with the intention of driving
poor Black people and other oppressed
nationalities out, thus creating a' petty-
bourgeois, mainly white, buffer -zone
around: the downtown Loop., Contradic-
tions, contradictions. |

But neither are we only talking about
petty-bourgeois white people. A ‘report
from'some comrades in Chicago readsin
part: ““The open racist shit has been so
severe that even some of the most in-
termediate to backward white people
have felt compelled to ‘say something
good about Washington” in order to
disassociate themselves from the bullshit;
An example: a restaurant where things
have gotten very sharp around the elec-
tion. One waitress, who.is kind of ‘back-
ward, said that after the primary she
realized for the first time in her life that
she consciously veted along racial lines
(white). It really freaked her out, and
made her think about a lot of things.
Shortly after this, the restaurant had'ils
regular ‘waitress meeting.’ In the middle
of a discussion, completely unrelated,
this same waitress stood up and said,
‘Well, what I want to know is when are
we going to hire our first Black waitress?’
It caused quite a stir. Stories like this are
everywhere.” .

“Stories like this are everywhere’’! —
and, we might add, tothe great dismay of
those who have cast *“their lot”* with Ep-
ton. But as regards these racists, one can
only welcomie their venomous presence. It
is, after all, Chicago — and it's not like
the existence of these people has been'any
big secret. A desire to smooth over the
rough edges on the northwest and south-
west sides will prove illusory in any case.

Better to have it out there. Why? Because

these politics of white supremacy have
been animportant part of the politics that
have always ruled Chicago, generally
with quiet efficiency (though this suf-
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focating calm has been punctuated from
time to time, for example by the Panthers
and theriots). Now this is just more open
and some jagged cracks are showing,

Background to Washington Campsign

Between the panic which has swept
oyer “‘Chicago’s traditional ethnic neigh-
borhoods'* and the sight of a sharp stick
thrust up the asses of a few gangster
politicians, one is-tempted. to contribute
to the current run on the city’s supply of
Haraold Washington buttons, Unfortu-
nately, however, this is something we
can’t advise.

The Washington campaign — and the
Congressman’s *‘progressive program’’
against ‘‘Reaganomics,”” his stated inten-
tion to clean up the city, the patronage
system, and especially the police depart-
ment — hasobviously drawn the support
of large number of Black people.
And needless to say, even among
some who see through this, the outpour-
ing of.white racism has tended to firm up
their support for Washington. Among
these people, there are those whose
aspirations actually are concentrated in
the politics of a figure like Washington,
and' there are those whose aspirations
aren’t..

One Black'man told us, *‘If yougointo

an area where many of the people have no «

other income than aid, they uphold

Washington, although they may notbeso:

denionstrgtive aboutit, But you do'hear,
‘I ain’t going to the polls because it won’t
make no damn difference.” They are

more hip.to the thing that it’s bullshit to,
some degree. It's like Atlanta. A lot of

petty-bourgeois: Blacks say ‘Williams
might have done it." But the proletariat
says, ‘Hey, there's something being hid-
den here’,.." :

All things' considered —— and for a
variety of reasons — this Chicago elec-
tion has had the effect of rattling the
social fabric in a number of positive
ways. There is, though, “‘something be-
ing hidden'* about the nature of the.con-
tradictions that are coming sharply to the
fore around this election.

The Chicago machine isn’t what it used
tobe under the late Richard Daley — that
solid bastion of united Democratic party
power which *‘decided!’ the ‘‘cliff-
hanger” 1960 presidential’ election in
favor of John Kennedy through massive
ballot box stuffing, (It is likely that dead
voters brought Kennedy into power,
ushering in. the'short-lived era ofs Came-
lot.)The machine began to fall into some
degree of national disfavor after its in-
famous handling of the 1968 Democratic

' party convention — to the extent that

‘‘da Mayor's’" delegation was refused
seating at the next conyvention in 1972,
Bothi the demise of Daley in 1976 —
and with him, the personal glue that held
the whole grotesque machinery together
— and the severe shocks of the imperialist
crisis which gripped the northern in-

‘dustrial cities with particular impact

through the'70s, provided the basis forin-
creasingly numerous and bitter disputes
in the “city that works” — and always
“‘worked’’ on the backs of the oppressed.

Local Democratic party politics have
more and more come to be characterized
by charges and counter charges, scandals
and counter scandals, indictments, trials

and convictions of politicians and even :

gangland executionsof former officials.
Of course, these methods have never been
strangers to Chicago, and they merely
reproduce the methods of the larger rul-
ing democracy. But the infighting has
grown visibly more acute leading, most
recently for example, to certain loyalties
— and votes — largely being split be-
tween Daley, Jr. and Jane Bryne in the
last primary.

Side by side with quarrels and fissures
of this nature, many signs indicate moyes
against the machine by overall ruling in-
terests. Chicago — a principal center of
finance, commerce and industry.
Chicago — a decisive link in the larger
rule of capital. And Chicago — a city of
hundreds of thousands of proletarian
wage slaves whose marginal existence will
proyide combustible material'in any great
crisis. Some of this showed itself in the
'60s — and despite the flexibility of the

Daley machine, which allowed some
more slots for Black politicians — this'is
the time when the machine began to run
into real trouble. Think about it* if the
survival of the whole system was on your
mind; would you entrust this city to a
pack of grease-palmed, self-serving,
sleaze-balls who were increasingly unable
even to unify themselves? Probably not,
and especially not in the kind of period
ahead. -

While much remains to be seen, the
Washington campaign has all the ear-
marks of being part of a high-level effort
— probably not to “‘smash the machine,
but at least to pull in the reins to a signifi-
cant degree. And, of course, if the Repub-
lican Epton wins, many of the same things
will have been accomplished. Some of

" “Washington's specific ideas of ‘‘reform’’

dovetail: quite neatly with particular
federal efforts to remind Chicago that the
city (let alone each of its neighborhoods) is
not an autonomous region.

To illustrate this, we’ll cite a few ex-
amples of federal probing and prying into
the workings of the machine over the past
few years, with the (hopefully unneces-
sary) foreword that all of this has not
served to alleviate the brutal oppression
of the masses of people, but to strepgthen
it,

There were four major cases of police
corruption prosecuted by the Feds be-
tween 1973 and 1981, and just last year,
ten cops from the Marquette District
were indicted and conyicted of assisting a
continuing criminal enterprise, con-
spiracy, racketeering and extortion. It
came out in court that they had taken
over $250,000 from dope dealers in pro-
tection money. The government relied on
inside testimony of dope dealers in ex-
change for reduced prison sentences. An
overhaul in the Federal Court system for
the: Northern Illinois District, which
began under Nixon and Ford — designed
to weed out machine cronies — had
Senator Charles Percy playing a key role
in the appointment of new judges. The
Chicago Lawyer magazine notes that
Percy’sefforts ‘*had the effect of turning
the Chicago court from one of the least
respected to one'of the most respected in
the nation.’’ Conflicts with the machine
came quickly. After a suit was filed by the
Afro-American Patrolman’s League,
U.8. Judge Prentice Marshall ordered
massive remedial action against racial
discrimination by the Chicago Police
Dept. (which had thoroughly resisted hir-
ing more Black cops), and this decision
wasupheld by the U.S. Court of Appeals.
The courts also undertook a number of
vigorous prosecutions of machine
figures, shepherded by then U.S. At-
torney (now Governor) James Thomp-
son. A bunch of hacks were tried and/or
jailed on various charges, including a
couple of Aldermen, Edward Barret (the
County Clerk), Tom Keane (Daley Sr.’s
right-hand man), and former Illinois
Governor, Otto Kerner, also a machine
creature, The Federal Shakman Decree
of 1972 made it illegal to require political
campaigit work as a pre-condition for
employment with the city. According to
Tom Keane in an interview last year, the
Shakman Decree marked the beginning
of the end of the machine. Interestingly
enough, this very decree was strengthen-
ed by the courts only last week, days
before the election and right in line with
Washington's claims that if elected, he
would'overturn'the patronage system.

There are further examples in the more
immediate period:leading up to the elec-
tion. In the spring of 1982, a scandal
erupted when the Dept. of Housing and
Urban Development issued a political
bombshell of a report that demanded the
ouster of Chicago Housing Authority
head, Charles Swibel, a lowlife real estate
dealer and key Jane Byrne ally. In an un-
precedented action, HUD, which labeled
the CHA grossly mismanaged and in
debt, threatened to withhold $14.5
million in‘aid until Byrne would agree to
fire Swibel. The HUD report pinpointed
Swibel and the patronage system as the
root of the CHA'’s troubles:

‘“Why has the CHA made so little ef-
fort' to improve its circumstances?"’
wrote HUD, “The answer lies in giving

Continued on page 11
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“Now, the cable, I mean the envelope...please”

When the nominations for the 1983
Academy Awards were announced on
Feb. 18, conspicuously absent from the
list was Yol by the revolutionary film-
maker from Turkey, Yilmaz Giney. Yo/
was one of several films considered
“sho_o-ins" for nomination in the Best
Foreign Film category. After all, this
masterpiece did win the Palme D'Or,
Best Picture, the International Critics
Prize, Best Film and the International
Catholic Film Prize at the most presti-
gious international film festival in the
Western imperialist bloc, the Cannes
Film Festival.

So what happened? Well, in the Feb, 4
edition of the Washington Post Jack
Anderson, well-known CIA leak (perhaps
“ﬂpod" would be a better word) wrote an
article sharply laying out some of the

political stakes involved in the potential
nomination of Yo/ for an Oscar. Entitled
“Everyone's a Critic,” he bluntly stated,
““Oscar time is approaching, but if the
Turkish movie “Yol® wins any recognition
from Hollywood the Reagan administra-
tion and the Turkish government will be
equally unhappy.” Describing Yilmaz
Gllney as ‘‘a fugitive Turkish leftist”* he
went on to describe how *“‘confidential
cables have been crackling between
Ankara and Washington over ‘Yol’ and
especially about its director,” around
whom it seems a worrisome ‘‘romantic
mythology’” has grown up, which needs to
be ““debunked”. Strong stuff. In fact if
this isn’t a call to thumbs-down this movie
for a nomination then what else is it?
This is a rare event indeed; seldom in the
land of “‘artistic freedom’’ and **anything

gaoes but nothing matters”’ is so blatant a
display made of imperialist plotting and
scheming against revolutionary art and
artists. Of course such goings-on in the
sphere of art do not come as a total shock
to those who have followed the bloody
tracks of imperialism through the hallow-
ed ground of the art world, but still it's
refreshing when they just come right out
with it!

What may also be a little surprising is
the seeming inconsistency of a film that
cleans up in the Cannes Festival not even
getting nominated for an Oscar. What
was pointed out in the R W review of Yol
(No. 192) was that what enabled this film
to win at Cannes was both the ideological
and political power of the line of Yilmaz
Gilney and his comrades AND the fact
that “‘there are some differences within

the U.,S. bloc on’ how to deal with tli¢
current government of Turkey.”’ That
these differences exist is evidenced by the
fact that this film was even submitted to
the Academy Awards in the first place. A
requirement of the foreign film award is
that each country gets to submit one film
to the nominating committee. Of course
Turkey, where Yol is officially banned,
was not about to submit it; and the film
was ultimately entered by Switzerland.
While we are not privy to the decision-
making process of the 160-member panel
that picked the nominations from about
30 different entries, and don’t know ex-
actly what all they took into account, we
must admit that we have been left won-
dering along with certain progressive peo-
ple in' the film industry, **Where the hell
do those people get their taste?”’ O

Chicago...

Continued from page 11

due consideration to the CHA as a vehicle
for patronage. This more than anything,
may explain why the CHA has been un-
willing, possibly even unable, to imple-
ment the recommended changes.”

The controversy around the CHA
played an important role in galvanizing
opposition among Black people to Byrne
in the spring and summer.

Of more long-ranging significance was
a recent federal court decision that re-
drew the ward maps for virtually the en-
tire city of Chicago in order to ensure
electoral representation for Black people
and Latinos (Under Daley, many wards
had been systematically gerrymandered
to ensure white representation. A map
drawn up by the City Council under
Byrne was ruled in violation of the Vioting
Rights Act.) Re-maps are the usual prac-
tice in the wake of census reports; but
what was unusualin this case was that the
Justice Department intervened on the
side of the plaintiffsin the suit which in-
itiated the process, which included many
Black and Latino' community organiza-
tions, actually becoming a party in the
suit against the city of Chicago. Among
other changes, the suit resulted in the
creation of two new wards with majority
Latino populations. B

The Feds’ efforts to curtail the strength
of the Byrne campaign — and in the long
run to help shake the machine out of its
entrenched position — came to a head
around the election itself when U.S. At-
torney Dan Webb promised a massive
federal presence to oversee the balloting
for the first time in a local Chicago elec-
tion. Since resurrecting the dead to go to
the polls, persuasion to vote the “right
way’' from goon squads, $5 payoffs and
wine have been machine election prac-
tices for decades, this sudden concern
over ‘‘a fair election’” is somewhat
belated. But no matter, off of last
November’s election, Dan Webb began
an investigation into vote fraud that
resulted in five timely indictments just
three days before the primary. On elec-
tion day itself, Chicago was overrun by a
small army patrolling the polling places
— 90 federal prosecutors backed up
federal marshalls and FBI agents. Webb
also announced that federal protection
would be extended to all voting records in
the mayoral primary, meaning that
anyone committing vote fraud could be
subjected to federal charges.

Now, given all this; the emergence of
the Washington campaign would appear
to be hardly coincidental, certainly not
the simple product of a “‘progressive
coalition’’ of rank and file citizens, as
some have argued. Before the primary,
Crane’s Chicago Business, a kind of local
version of the Wall Street Journal, ran a
favorable article on Washington, pitched
toward the business community. After
praising Washington’s effectiveness as a
legislator, the article concludes: “It is
clear from a wide-ranging interview last
week and from Rep. Washington’s re-
cord that while the Congressman wants
to rock the boat in Chicago, he doesn’t
want tosinkit."” Thisis accurate. Itisn’ta
question of ‘‘overthrowing” the ma-
chine; it's a question of roping itin. Some
heads may roll in the process, but at the

same time, it has been and will be fully
necessary to come to terms with large
numbers of Democratic party hacks —
both Black and white.

Even in the event that Washington
doesn’t win, the forays by the Feds will
continue, and the campaign will still haye
elevated all this bourgeois maneuvering
to the pedestal of “popular demands."
And besides this, it will have stimulated
what’s referred to as ““voter interest,’’ so
vital to democracy, especially these days,
especially as regards the dispossessed,

“Commitment to the Ballot"’

In an October 11, 1982 editorial en-
titled ““The Rush to Register,’” the
Chicago Tribune proclaimed, “‘One fact
about the coming elections is hard to ex-
plain and impossible to ignore: the
astonishing success of a voter registration
drive among the black and poor Chica-
goans. ... This is exciting news. It hints at
a new age for Chicago politics — one in
which no race, no ethnic grouping, no
economic class can be taken for granted
by any party, and leaders have to win
their own votes instead of taking title to
them. Anything can happen in a city
where elections are decided by conscious
choice instead of automatic habit.”

The voter registration drive isn’t really
all that hard to explain. Even before the
entry of the credible *‘independent’’
Black candidate Washington, many
creative methods were employed in the
voter registration drives: The El Rukn
street gang combed the projects, turning
out voters. A Black southside priest (the
Church is a powerful institution in
Chicago’s Black areas as well as white)
threatened to ban non-registrants from
his church. An army of activists, even a
number of so-called revolutionaries,
signed up for the effort.

In a post-primary column entitled
““Blacks Show Faith in the Ballot Box,”
Tribune writer Vernon Jarrett summed
the results up as follows: ‘““What a
magnificent rally. The historic coming
together of supporters of Harold Wash-
ington for mayor of Chicago. Regardless
of the outcome of the February 22
primary election, history was made on
this city’s once riot-torn West side last
Sunday afternoon when a largely black
crowd collectively voiced its commitment
to the use of the ballot.”

Without question, this'is a major con-
cern. An entire study was devoted to the
issue by the Urban League, a Rockefeller
funded outfit, entitled ““Why Chicago’s
Blacks Do Not Register and Vote."
Published in September, 1981, the study
is specifically looking toward the 1983
mayoral race. The study found that 73%
of the potential Black electorate was
registered to vote, but generally only
50-60% of these actually turn out in an
election, More recently, the Urban
League estimated that the Chicago voter
registration drives lifted the number of
registered voters by 175,000 to a total of
600,000, while the number unregistered
stands at 175,000. The study contains the
typical moanings that, “‘Many Blacks do
not participate (in the electoral process)
both because they are young, poorly
educated, and lack pertinent knowledge,
relevant experience, and to some extent
interest.'’

Whatallthisadds up tois that there was
some shrewd, cynical thinking behind a
statement made by Jesse Jackson on the

Who Gets
Hung on
this Rope?

For a bizarre, ‘‘Leninist’’ twist on the
“support Washington’' line, we turn to
Amiri Baraka, speaking before the
primary at a conference in Chicago enti-
tled: “‘Black People and Politics; The
Mayoral and Presidential Elections.”’ In
his speech, Baraka criticized himself for
his own naiveté in working for the elec-
tion of Black mayor Kenneth Gibson of

.Newark. He criticizes Gibson as a

representative of “‘white racist monopoly
capitalism” — but then he turns right
around to urge Black people to work for
the election of Black candidates in
general!

“Too often in these Black enclaves
with' all-white power structures, na-
tionalist misanalysis can be encouraged.
But once a Black bureaucratic bourgeois
and petit-bourgeois elite assume formal
political administration and management
of these Black majority and plurality
cities, then not only the most advanced
elements of the Black Liberation move-
ment, but even many of the middle
forces, will come to see the basic impor-
tance of class analysis rather than race
politics or simple nationalism in the face
of the blatant abuse of the Black masses
that these Black management elites
perpetuate.”’

This is a take-off on certain arguments
Lenin made in his famous book, “‘Left-
Wing’* Communism, An -Infantile
Disorder. The thought is a bit distorted in
service of Baraka’s particular political
niche, but the basic idea is clear enough:
Washington must be supported ‘“‘like a
rope supports a hanging man."’ Other
people around Chicago made this argu-
ment explicitly. The idea is that
Washington should be supported by
revolutionaries who — in'the course of
voter registration drives, the campaign,
and what not — maintain their “‘right to
criticize’" and an “‘independent revolu-
tionary line.”” When Washington gets
elected, his class nature will be exposed to
the masses because his solutions will have
proved to be bankrupt. Then, the solu-
tions of the revolutionaries will be right
on the agenda.

Well, for one thing, there seems to
have been precious little criticism by these
revolutionaries around Chicago over the

last couple months. Submersion into the
campaign, yes — but “‘independence’'?

. Mainly, though, Baraka's whole argu-

ment is deadly; it is nothing but the never-
ending treadmill logic of picking the
“lesser of the two evils.”

The result of the /ast Chicago mayoral
election was hailed by a numibér of so-
called **Leninist’’ leftists as a victory for
the working class against the ‘‘shoot-to-
kill’* Daley machine. The CP, for exam-
ple, told its readers that they ‘‘had a
stake’” in Byrne’s victory in that election
and then in “finishing the job.'" Did the
bourgeoisie hang with the election of
Jane Byrne? The particularities of the
present election do not change the essen-
tial content of this supposedly ‘‘revolu-
tionary’' strategy one bit — unless,
perhaps, these so-called revolutionaries
view with approval the efforts of the
Justice Dept., et al. A close associate of
Washington’s, interviewed on the

Chicago National Public Radio affiliate,

stated: “‘Harold Washington told me just
the other day that he thinks that 97% of
the police are good...'" Washington
publicly described ‘“‘most’ of the
Chicago pigs as “‘first rate people.’’ Even
allowing for the crude opportunism here,
who do the so-called revolutionaries
think will be hanging this time next year if
either Washington or Epton is in office?
They are training the masses of people ex-
actly in the logic of choosing the *‘lesser
of two evils,” a well-worn rope with
which the masses of oppressed are
regularly lynched under bourgeois
democracy.

As Lenin used it, the *‘rope supports a
hanging man’’ argument is notapplicable
under today's conditions. [t may or may
not have application, depending on a
very particular set of circumstances, in
the future, in stages of the revolutionary
process which are immediately potential-
ly transitional to-a move for the seizure of
power by the proletariat. Even then, of
course, if made constantly and needlessly
applicable, there will always be another
bourgeois politician to support “like a
hanging man’’ until we can hang up the
revolutionary opportunity which will
pass by. The bourgeoisie will never com-
pletely run out of alternatives with some
credibility among the masses. Lenin
himself recognized this, knowing how to
compromise, to tack and veer when
necessary, and also knowing how not to
when necessary. Unfortunately, political
opportunists of the “‘revolutionary”’ type
will also never run out of attempts to sell
people on bourgeois politics in the name
of Leninism, O

night of Washington's primary victory:
““Tonight, Fred Hampton can rest easy.”’

The Biggies Visit Chicago

“The Big Capitalists,”* wrote the revi-
sionist CPUSA in a recent edition of
Political Affairs, **will stop at nothing to
prevent Harold Washington from win-
ning the mayoral election.' This asser-
tion is laughable on the face of it.
Whether or not Washington actually
wins, it is clear he hasn’t exactly been
bucking an avalanche of *‘big capital’
opposition.

The Congressman has won the en-
dorsement of both major Chicago news-
papers, the accolades of no less than the

New York Times and the Wall Street
Journal. An almost unbelievable stream
of national Democratic party leaders —
Kennedy, Mondale, you name it — have
paraded through town, stumping for
Washington, This is, of course, tied in
with the 1984 presidential elections, at
which time, according to the CP (for lack
of a better witness), an ‘‘anti-Reagan
tidal wave'’ will crash down on the White
House.

It has all just gotten a little bit bizarre.
The Chicago Sun-Times reports on a
luncheon organized for Washington,
where he was flanked on one side by Ted-

Continued on page 12













Being a proletarian within this bas-
tion of the imperialist USA, I find the
urgency of all proletarians participating
inthe forthcoming May 1st holiday cele-
bration throughout tie world in denoun-
cingall ferms of oppression inflicted
upen us worldwide by the manaces pro-
duced from capitalism in its highest
stage of Imperialism. | am angry and im:
patient as many others to bring/down
the hypocritical nature of the capltalist
slavedrivers — to expose theirevil
against the people of the world. May
1ist, 1983, May Day, is such a day.in ex-
pressing our anger and frustration
against this capitalist beast of anop-
pressor, To let them (the oppressors in-
ternationally) know that we will not fall
in line:for the hardships they otfer. That
we will not submit to the erumbs they
offer — forwe as an international fami-
ly of proletarians are in need of the
whole pie: That May Day 1983 is impor-
tant for the oppressed people to know
who and why they are being jobless;,

discriminated against on every level by
this greedy nature of capitalism. That
the oppressed need to realize the
benefit of socialism and soclalism, at
that, on the roadto. communism world-
wide. That capitalin the long run
benefits no-ene anywhere because of
its greedy nature. Greed that creates un-
necessary wars solely for the benefit of
the few.

Now, in the '80s, the international
hope of human survival'is threatened by
the two world imperialist blocs — the
USA and the Soviet Union fighting for
world demination by a third world war, a
nuclear holocaust.

The nationalist seems only concern-
ed with the homeland of which they feel
they will be secure and at peace. But
this is a narrowness of mind when they
fail to;see the Imperialist shadow of
death hanging over'the entire human
society with the arms race.

May Day '83 is a time for the advanc-
ed revolutionaries to step up and step
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Vieinam Veteran Writes on May Ist

out — to hold high the'red flag of the
proletariat international in preparing
ourselves politically for the seizure.of
power when the time has ripened to'tear
the roof off this motherfucking greedy
system. .

~ In 1967 | was confined to the third
MAF brig in Da'Nang for refusing to
continue as a slave inthe oppressien of
the Vietnamese people. In 1968 | was
confined for refusing to stand guard at
a nearby armory at Camp Lejeune,
North Carolina. Later |.was charged by
the civillan authorities of attempted
armed robbery and was convicted and
sentenced for 6-10 years in the state
penitentiary, which was where | was
first introduced to Marxism and the
Communist. Manifesto. From my civil
conviction, I'was discharged from active
military duty with only 12'days left with.
a bad conduct discharge: In other
words, | was punished because | refus-

ed to fall in line. | knew in Vietnam that |

and many others were ignorant slaves

— chained to carry out the execution
propelled by this monstrous imperialist
system. And now as | prepare politically
for May Day '83 and the nevitable
revolution, l'have nothing to lose but my
chalns. The May Day '83 call is out —
especially to the advanced men and
women!'revolutionaries to arm
yourselves:with political preparedness
to'be ready when the time is right to
lead the ‘angry masses of proletarians
worldwide. Special note: We are all
aware of the coptradictions concerning
the role of the women In revolution. But
let us understand this — that without
the full participation and partnership of
the proletarian women, there will cer-
tainly be no revolution of profound
credibility, Truly women are capable as
has been proven in past revolutions.

—from a Vietnam vet building for a
revolutionary internationalist
May Day in Detroit

“American

: 33 3 |
Dream from page 14

most everyone laid off in that period got
back on and some additional hiring was
done in 76 and ’77. This period of
employment represented a significant
change in the conditions of life and

aspirations for many who before had

been locked into low-paying service jobs

or just plain unemployed. Another guy

laid off in 79 told us: **] started working
at Chrysler in '70. Before that [ never
really had anything 1 could call my own.
And! then it was like the big dream was
coming true. I bought my own house and
for the first time there were really no big
problems in my life. I was starting to get
used to living a certain way."”’ The brother
from Arkansas continued: :
“ thought I had made it into a dif-
ferent, higher bracket. I was living the
poor man'’s dream. I was doing a lot of
overtime but the money was rolling in. |
thought I was at the peak, I had some
finances in the bank and that gave me a
sense of some backup. I was able for the

first time in life to get just about what I-

wanted, I got a big late-model car and
was buying a house. I took stock of my
situation. I thought I was in this higher
bracketnow and as a young man [ was set
for life. I figured 1 would retire after 30
years and I'd be 48. I planned to relocate
back in Arkansas, grow a garden and
watch my kids get big. I'd have that big
UAW retirement check coming every
month and I'd just transfer the good life
down there. This was every American’s
dream, a chicken in every pot, etc., in the
land of opportunity and the rest of that
bullshit.” : -

This situation began to crack in 1979;
as Chrysler teetered on the brink of col-
lapse that year, they cut half the work
force. Whole plants were wiped out on
Detroit’s east side — Dodge Main, Lynch
Road, and Mack Avenue Stamping.
While the first wave of layoffs was con-
centrated at Chrysler, and not GM and
Ford, the depth of the crisis at Chrysler

portended a more serious situation (0.

come. In 1980 layoffs began to spreadiin
a big way into GM and Ford. By early '80
indefinite layoffs in the auto industry
passed the 200,000 mark. By December
1980 they had reached 265,000 according
to UAW estimates. At the Ford Rouge
complex, layoffs'had gone back 11 years
in certain plants and departments.
Layoffs of this scale ushered in some ma-
jor changes in the lives of these workers
and the status quo they were used to was
wrenched apart. The complacency and
expectation that things were just goingto
keep on keepin’ on was sharply jolted.
When it came to describing the situation
thatunfolded after '79 the voices of those
gathered outside the Capuchin Mission
grew more bitier.

““Lworked for Chrysler for 9 years. My
wife worked there for 2. 78 was the last
full year we both worked. We had a com-
hined income of $33,000. Now our com-
bined income is zero. We lost everything
we had over that stretch. We had to give
up our house and move'in with her sister.
There are 3 families staying there now. If
somebedy had told me 5 years ago that |

would be collecting pop bottles to scrape
together grocery money orbe going down
to those damn cheese giveaways | would
have said they were crazy. Now I'm filled
with all this pressure. I have no money
and a'couple of kids. What are you gonna
do? You have to go out and do

something. You wind up yelling at your

kids and arguing with your wife over
nothing. You get separated or divorced.
This hell'gets wrapped up inside you. You
get used to having certain things, living
the good life and then you lose it all and
you’re back to zero. It makes you madder
than hell. Whatcan you sayto a man who
started off with nothing, gained a little
something and then lost it all?’* (When
the RW contacted this brother a few
weeks later, he had suffered a heart at-
tack.)

Another guy started up: “Back in 78
they brought the Chrysler ‘Fifth Avenue’
car over to the Lynch Road plant from
Jefferson Avenue. That was when gas
prices were at about their highest.
Nobody was buying those: big Chrysler
cars — they couldn’t afford to drive
them. Sales went way down. Everyone
knew that was going to happen. At the
end of 78 they built the last ‘Fifth
Avenue’ and closed the plant down.
There were rumors this was going to hap-
pen, and it wasn’t only at Lynch Road —
there were big layoffs at the Huber
Avenue Foundry, Eldon Gear and Axle
and at Detroit Forge. A whole lot of guys
from the east side were hit real hard, I was
laid off in early ’79. I was told that I
would eventually be relocated at Dodge
Truck. But when they mailed the notices,
it came to my old address and I missed it.
I finally got relocated at the Jefferson
Avenue plant where they were making a
big deal about building Chrysler’s K-Car.
That was in October of 1981. [ worked 8
days and was laid off again. 1 haven’t
worked since.”’

The brother from Arkansas went on:
““The material things I had acquired over
the vears I began to lose them one at a
time. At first I figured that because I had
some savings in the bank I wasin a'better
position than most other guys. With me
like most everybody else I didn’t figure
things would get this bad. I'started think-
ing to myself, ‘Damn if I'd only ' made
that move to buy that gas station'or take

that loan on that party:store (liquor store: -

in Detroit — RW), but:then I'realized the
system had dropped a bomb on every-
body and that wouldn’t have made any
difference. Shit started to come apart.
When you have a job and you're bringing
home a paycheck you' got friends and
people around you. When you' lose the
job and ‘don’t have any money you sce
who really are your friends. Peaple start
talking about you differently. Then, my
house got broken into. Someone had me
timed pretty good and I lost a couple of
TVs, a stereo and some furniture sets |
was still paying on. I couldn’t believe it.
When youwget used to working you forget
how to deal in the streets and it will whip
your ass. I just kept taking money out of
the bank and neyer putting anything in.

‘Now: that won't work. I exhausted my

savings and 'had to sell [the car — 1
couldn't keep up with the note. One by
one I sold off the possessions that we had.
By the time I got my last unemployment
check in January everything was gone.

The house, the car, a beautiful family.
Meand my oldlady split up. Even the dog
walked off kind of looking at me like
‘Why the hell should I stick around here.’
It starts to go rat-tat-tat inside you. You
feel like Atlas trying to hold the whole
world up. The feeling that once you had
things pretty good and now it’s gone —
you want to scream. It’s a hurting thing.
You realize you don’t'have anything, it's
all gone. Now it’s to the point for me and
a lot of others like me that we have
nothing to lose: You can’t take my house
away from me because 1 don’t have a
house anymore. You're at the point
where you’ve lost your dreams and things
aren’t getting any better. You have two
choices — either you go down to Social
Services or as some brothers hayve done,
you get into crime. [ thought I had made
it clear of all that red tape and bureau-
cracy at the Welfare Office. Now 1 have
to stoop down and eat that shit all over
again. They give you a 20-page informa-
tion form you have to fill out asking all
about who your momma is. You could
starve to death waiting for that first check
to come. And then after you get done
paying your essentials there’s about $24
left to hold you over for 2 weeks. I took
the last little bit of money I had and
bought an old AMX Javelin. [ figured I’'d
become a jitney driver, driving people
around and’' making enough money to
survive. Since | had the car, [ began'sleep-
ing and eating in it. I had to get out of the
neighborhood ['was stdying in. There was
a lot of dope around. People were trying
to talk me intoa lot of shit knowing that I

didn’t have any money. 1 didn’t want to -

get mixed up with it. Since the weather
wasn’t bad I started sleeping in the car.
I'd pull thecar into a lot off the street and
sleep for a couple of Hours and then move
on to another spot. I had to keep moving
because I didn’t want the police to see me
and I didn’t want to get robbed. Some-
times when it was real cold I'd godown to
the emergency room at'Detroit Receiving
Hospital and sleep in a chair there. But
things started to get hot up in the
neighborhood after that police sergeant
got shot up on Gratiof., They really
started doing.a job/on Blacks. Driving up
and down harassing people, just cruising,
trying to provoke somebody into doing
something. That’s the way they did me.
One night I was checking out a place to
sleep and all of a sudden a car pullsup.on
my bumper with high beams flashing
through the rear window. I didn’t have
any friends around there, I didn’t know
whoit'was, and I didn't want to get shot,
so 1 kept on riding, Then a blue light
starts going round and round and it turns
otit to be the police. They jump ot —
two white cops — with a .38 ready to
blow my head off. ‘Put your hands up
and don’t move.’ They had that gun right
on'me and I won't lie, I was shaking like
Don Knotts. They tore my.car up looking
for dope. They didn’t find any, so they
wound up giving me a ticket for reckless
driving. A couple of days later they stop-
ped me again and 1 find out I owe on a
ticket from 1981 that I'd never heard of.
Now where was: [ supposed to come up
with the money for. the ticket? I never had
any tickets or misdemeanors against me
and now | have two tickets to pay; You
can’t go down there with no money —
they'll put you in jail, so/I had tosell the

last thing I owned — that old Javelin that

. was going to be my livelihood.’

One of the main questions debated and
discussed by those we talked to at the
Mission is the future and in particular the .
much-ballyhooed recovery.. There is a
tension over what the future will bring:
recovery or perhaps upheaval, There isa
lot of thinking that things will *‘pick up”’
and there are many theories as to why
that will happen. One guy told the RW:

“Look, I've been on the bottom and
I’ve been on the top. I've had steak and
potatoes.and I’ve had bread and water.
Butit’s seeing what I had in the past that
has kept me going. I think things are gon-
na pick up. I mean I hope they do.
Reagan is gonna have to ease up off some
of ' these: cutbacks. It's an election year
and that’s what they do — come up with
some jobs. Nixon did it back in *72 to.get

‘re-elected. And' oil prices are coming

down, that’s bringing a whole lot of
prices down' with it. People could start
buying cars again. If that happens most
people will get back to work. If not? If
not, there’s gonna be a whole lot more
robberies and a whole lot more crime.
How long are people gonna be squeezed

. 'like this? How long are people gonna be

lied to? Folks out here wondering what
the hell do they have? What do they have
to live for? I think & fuse is lit and it's
burning.”’

Another guy who introduced’ himself
as an ex-supporter of the Black Panther
Party put it like this: ““For a long time
Detroit has been a symbol of progress
and process for Black people. And people
have been lulled to sleep here. But that's

" changing. A few yearsago a lot of people

followed the mayor just because he was
Black. So what, you have a Black mayor
but what does that solve? Where does
that put the hundreds of thousands of
others? As far as poor Black people are
concerned that’s not benefiting us. That
symbol of progress is breaking down and
the man knows that. That’s why they do
this bullshit with these big cheese
giveaways and all. They figure they need
to pacify people. [t might work foralittle
while because people’s backs are touch-
ing the wall but they're not all the way up
against it yet. But the shit is gonna
sharpen up when the recovery that people
are banking on takes place. And people
are gonnarealize that they’re supposed to
have recovered and they’re still out.on the
street with no hope of a job or even a
place to live. People are gonna realize
they’ve been had.” _

George, the brother from Arkansas
put it this way: ‘‘Look let’s be for real,
It’s never gonna be like the ‘good ole
days,’ it’s never gonna return to that.
This place is gonna be hell, it’s gonna br-
ing out a lot of hatred and prejudice right
up front. You can see it already with the
police. I'm out here in the street all the
time and my antenna tells me that things
are gonna get loose around here. There's
a lot of talk about the good old days, etc.,
etc., but when I hear people talking about
that all I see is sugar turned to shit. When
I came up here I figured it would be a
great accomplishment for a young dude
like me from the country to be able to
return down home with a good check and
an easy life. Right now I think if I get
through this alive that will be a great ac-
complishment."’ ]
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