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mandos were killed and more than 10 in-
jured. Later, the explosion caused by the
revolutionaries caused extensive damage to
the properties near by and created a crater
big enough to bury a whole truck.

Eelam revolutionaries disrupt
massive Sinhala colonisation
programme

The rational and constructive strategy of the
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers, employ-
ing sabotage of the Sri Lankan economy as
the primary military tactics, while organis-
ing the masses and creating a revolutionary
rear, though promised much with the
Oberoi bombing, while receiving set-back in
an attempt to blow up the oil refinery at
Sapugaskande, is now clearly emerging
sucessfully in pointing the correct path to
follow to all freedom fighters to forward the
Eelam struggle. The attacks on the tourist
industry in Tricomale and the Zachary-
Dillingham irrigation projects have
rendered the frequency for their strategy, to
present itself as the correct form of ap-
proach, when all the conditions of our strug-
gle are considered.

Zachary-Dillingham project is a section
of the Mahaweli Development Scheme, to
colonise Eelam areas with 200,000 Sinhala
settlers — many of them would no doubt be
armed — and located between Polonnaruwa
and Manampitiya. It received its name from
the US consortium Zachery-Dillingham,
which undertook the project, with the ap-
proval of its government, even though US
officials knew of the Sri Lanka’s real inten-
tions and the conflict of Eelavar with that
inherent chauvinistic design.

In a two-pronged attack on May 19,
against the field camp of the construction
team, which was made up of 49 Americans,
their 51 dependants and 22 others of Euro-
pean origin, no casualty was caused to the
team itself, but, to the security force, of
whom several died. The foreigners were
‘persuaded’ to leave the area and are now
said to be in the consortium’s guarded base
camp, located 10 miles south-east of Polon-
naruwa. The project and all machines were
destroyed soon afterwards.

For logistical purposes a security post
near All road at Manampitiya was attacked
by another unit of the revolutionaries, who
overran the post and held it until it was
necessary, during, 6 security forces died and
8 seriously injured. Revolutionaries also
captured and secured the nearby rail bridge
across the Mahaweli River. All participated
in the attack returned to their bases safely.
On the following day 11 more soldiers died
and several were injured, while pursuing the
revolutionaries into Eelam.

The continuation of the project now
depends on the Sri Lankan government’s
determination to pursue its policy of bring-
ing demographic changes to that area and
also of the willingness of the consortium to
participate in that conspiracy, perhaps while

endangering the safety of its individual
members.

West German  built
machinery blasted
The importance of the media in a Ceylonese
life and the governmental control over it, is
well understood by all, especially by
Eelavar, since the powerful disinformation
campaign waged against their struggle for
justice and peace has an unprecedented
adverse consequence. The majority of the
newspapers are either owned by the govern-
ment or its UNP supporters and the opposi-
tions’ papers either closed down or silenced
through various means, while the news itself
is entirely censored by the government. The
radio and TV networks are also owned by
the state, thus, the whole of the media
becomes a monstrous tool for its propagan-
da purposes. This situation is further aided
by the western governments, especially by
West Germany which built the Deutchwelle
radio station in Trincomale, for it, which
has spent several million Deutchmarks. The
propaganda activities are further heightened
and internationalised by the Sri Lankan
government’s agreement with the USA in
allowing the Voice of America to build yet
another radio station in the same vicinity, to
bring yankee imperialism with its coca-cola
civilisation to the nations in the Indian
Ocean and to destablise the region.
Preventing such imperialistic designs
and countering the Sri Lankan govern-
ment’s vicious disinformation campaign
and severing its organs — whoever have
created and maintained them — are respon-
sibilities of Eelam revolutionaries who are
also true internationalists. Thus, the distruc-
tion of this West German sponsored pro-
paganda machinery should have been well
anticipated by many. In an attack on the
radio station on 6 June 1985, Eelam Revolu-
tionary Organisers completely destroyed the
tower and the buildings and took away
transmitting equipments worth thousands
of pounds. All those participating in the
operation returned to their bases safely.

propaganda

Kaluthurai alcohol refinery burnt to the
ground

Eelam Revolutionary Organisers further in-
creased their activities against the Sri
Lankan economy and have dealt a severe
blow to it, by causing fire with incendiary
devices to the alcohol distilling factory com-
plexes at Kaluthurai near Colombo. The
factory produces millions of bottles of
alcohol, widely known in Sri Lanka as
Arack, for export as well as internal
markets.

The fire started by the devices on 7 June
1985, completely gutted the main factory
premises causing damage worth 3 million
pounds or more according to the officials, It
is the major attack on a Sri Lankan
economic installation and a successful one,
resulting in a major fire in a region near the
capital.

An operation to cut-off an armed
Sinhala enclave

At this present stage of our peoples’ struggle
many have attached a label — revolutionary
— a terminology they have taken it for
granted, just because they carry a gun and
prepared to die, but, without a proper
understanding of the conditions of our
struggle, a rational theory, philosophy and
well thought-out strategy.

There are those with new-found Tamil
machoism set about in ejecting the Sinhala
occupying army, without a care for the con-
sequences to the people and the adversities,
constrains on the conditions of the struggle
itself, as though it is a matter of courage and
will to ‘liberate’ an empty land, with armed
‘boys’, casting the people aside; there are
those who prepare an army of thousands
like our old Tamil kings of Sholas and Pan-
diyas, waiting for an opportune moment to
do the same ‘job’, while talking vociferously
about mass, peoples struggle; and there are
those who say everything everyone else says,
hoping to be ‘popular’ by any means, hitting
the same target again and again without any
relation to what they copy from others
around them. But, there are also those who
believe in what they say and do, staying
steadfast to the principles, philosophies and
strategies, not wavering to pressures for
greater, exaggerated publicity for their cor-
rect actions, thus, believing in the truths and
the ultimate qualities of the people
themselves, therefore, creating revolu-
tionary villages, alternative power centres,
etc., while mobilising them into various
fronts and further trying to prevent the total
erosion of the conditions of our struggle and
care for the people — the victims of chaos
and defend the gains with reoluteness.

That is, when Eelam is fast becoming a
nation of empty lands, its people driven out
to all corners of the world and to refugee
camps, one who could fortunately think
should question oneself: ‘‘Is the Palestinian
tragedy going to be repeated to our people in
Eelam?”’,

However, as revolutionaries we should
carry-on with our correct activities, defen-
ding our land and people from further ag-
gression of the Sinhala chauvinists, accor-
ding to the strategies we have put forward.
Eelam Revolutionary Organisers carried out
an attack on the security forces on 26 May
1985, in a Sinhala colonised area near the
village of Kiran, situated between Muthur
and Batticola, killing 37 of the Sinhala arm-
ed forces. Several weapons and enough am-
munition were also captured, before the
revolutionaries returned safely to their
bases.
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Sinhala Women Support
Mothers of North

SAS trained Sri Lankan commandos are not
only active in the North in the name of quell-
ing ‘terrorism’, but also in the South. They
are actively involved in ‘fighting’ the ge-
nuine dissent and opposition among the
peace loving and progressive minded
Sinhala people. Against the growing
repressive measures of the authoritative Sri
Lankan state workers, peasants, students,
and women are protesting vehimently. The
University students and Women’s Organisa-
tions launched a Day of protest on Sth and
8th March respectively. The Student Day of
Protest was so successful that it even at-
tracted the eyes of the officeldom. Dayan
Jayatilleka makes the following comments
in Lanka Guardian, on these events: “‘The
widespread nature of agitation, especially in
the provincial towns and the extent of par-
ticipation by school children could be glimp-
sed even in the censored press, as could the
State’s responses.’’

On International Women’s Day, he
writes, ‘‘There were two mobilizations on
that day both of which were violently
dispersed by the police indicating the
hypersensitiviy of the State to any kind of
dissent and also the growing significance of
the Women’s movement as a socio-political

force.”” Members of the Women’s Day
Committee who organised the protest, re-
quested police permission to have a proces-
sion from De Mel Park to New Town Hall
and have a meeting there, on March 8. They
were refused permission. In defiance of
police orders, about 800 women arrived at
De Mel Park to find a heavy contingent of
police already there. They were ordered to
disperse. In groups, they marched towards
the Town Hall shouting slogans. They were
tear gassed and baton charged by the police.

In a letter to President, the Women’s
Organisations have said, ‘“The women of Sri
Lanka who endeavoured (on Women’s Day)
to join the millions of women all over the
world received only abuse, foul language,
canings, tear gas, threats and brutal obstruc-
tion.”” “‘Not only as women but as citizens
of this country, we strongly condemn the
snatching away of our democratic rights and
freedom of expression and our right of
passage without obstruction on public
highways,’’ the letter said.

These 800 or so courageous women
representing the Sinhala working women
took up on that Day not only the women’s
question in general but also the question of
women in Eelam and their repression as
women and as members of an oppressed na-
tion. “Of fundamental importance’’,
Dayan Jayatilleka writes, ‘‘is the linkage

continued from page 9

Though colonies have disappeared, new
dangers not envisaged during the times of
colonies are now looming large in the
region. They have assumed not only un-
precedented proportions, but of a character
so invidious in nature that it tends to create a
permanent climate of confusion, chaos and
confrontation among the countries in the
region. It is evident by the calculated moves
of the United States, to further strengthen
and spread its political and ecnomic expan-
sion among countries in the Indian ocean.

The most blatant form of economic ex-
pansion, and we may even call it economic
halter that they impose on the countries is
the export of American capital. In the recent
past American capital has exceeded 12
billion dollars in the Indian ocean area.

Having failed in their political subjuga-
tion these super powers are now turning to
economic subjugation of the third world na-
tions, especially those in the Asian region
with the accent on littoral states. Their
economic involvement has become pro-
nounced subsequent to the blowing of the
maritime superiority myth of such powers as
US and UK. The shameful defeat that US
was forced to suffer during the Bangladesh
War when, her mighty seventh fleet was held
at bay by the maverick Indian Navy was a
pointer of greater debacles that they have
had to face.

Another of the obsolete, if obnoxious
theories that have been blown sky high by
the newly independent Nations in the Indian
Ocean is the Vacuum Theory, where US
very sincerely believed that it will be called
upon to fill the hiatus created by the exit of
Britain, France and other colonial powers
from the Afro-Asian nations. Contrary to
Washington thinking and anticipation, US
had to retreat even from Vietnam licking the
wounds of defeat at the hands of the heroic
Ho Chi Minh troops.

Nevertheless, for reasons which were ex-
plained earlier, widening the strategical
geographical sea lines, the rich deposits of
minerals abundance of a variety of crops, oil
etc., Indian Ocean countries remain a big
draw for big powers. The fact that Britain
has installed U.S. in the Island of Diego
Garcia belonging to Mauritius as if it were
some heirloom has further hightened the
controversy over the presence of American
Naval vessels in the waters of the Indian
ocean.

The many parley and conference con-
vened under the aegis of the United Nations
to sort out this problem and make Indian
ocean a true zone of peace have not been of
any avail as the Western nations with
hegemonic intention of subjugating the
Asian nation either politically or otherwise,
do not pay much heed to the voice of the
world.

continued on page 15
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between the National Question and the
women’s question that was made on March
8th. The. main thematic slogan of the
mobilisation was ‘For Just and Fair peace
without Repression’. And the grievance
voiced by the Mothers’ Front of Jaffna were
taken up by the Sinhala Women. This was
also reflected in the literature that was in cir-
culation.

The Women’s Day Committee issued a
policy statement in which they demanded
that the government immediately stop
creating new colonies in Eelam. Among the
many slogans on dowrey system, maternity
leave, cost of living, chanted, there were
slogans calling for ‘“Mothers of South to
join hand with Mothers of North”’, and for
the immediate halt to the sacrifice of
Sinahala ‘‘Husbands, fathers, brothers and
sons under the cover of National Ques-
tion.”’

There is growing awareness among the
Sinhala working people, students and
women’s movement, of the problems of the
Tamil Speaking People as an oppressed na-
tion. Like true Internationalists, they voiced
their opposition against the military
domination and oppression of Eelavar. The
violent actions by the government against
the Women’s mobilisation, and student pro-
tests epitomizes the State’s paranoia to
squash any form of opposition to its policy
of oppression.

Paranoia of the Sri Lankan

regime

The Sri Lankan government in its paranoia
to quell ‘terrorism’ view any form of dissent
and opposition by the Sinhala working peo-
ple. In the case of Bank Employees’ propos-
ed action of overtime ban in furtherance of
their demand for 40 per cent salary increase,
the government reacted in its usual manner
by declaring the Bank Service an Essential
Service.

Following the decision of the CBEU ex-
ecutive Committee to ban overtime, the
government decided at a special cabinet
meeting it would take strict disciplinary ac-
tion against those participating in the work
to rule. The Prime Minister in his
Parliamentary speech said that if Bank
employees could not work overtime others
would have to be recruited for that purpose.
He appealed to MPs to have such people
ready so that the banking machinery would
not break down. In fact several ministers
have gone on record as saying that strikes,
overtime ban, and work to rule should be
considered as anti-National activities to
sabotage against the government at a time
when it is engaged in combating ‘terrorism’
in the Northern Provinces. ‘‘In view of the
government’s invocation of emergency
regulation to impose harsh legal im-
pediments’’ the executive Committee of the
CBEU decided to suspend the overtime ban.

continued on page 13




13

NEWS REVIEW

continued from page 12

There is no doubt that the government
considers every agitation, and every opposi-
tion that take place in the Souths being con-
nected with Eelam struggle and thus, anti-
patriotic. The true nature of the Sri Lankan
dictatorial regime is being unveiled every
day by its undemocratic activities. Like
Eelavar, Sinhala people are also in danger of
being driven into destitution, poverty,
misery, and under the rule of general
military domination and oppression.

In Parliament

In parliament on 22nd March, speaking
against the 23rd extension of Emergency,
Sarath Muttetuwegama said that the people
had the right to agitate for their rights. His
party, he said would support the move of
the Indian Government to help the Sri
Lankan government to bring the situation in
Sri Lanka back to normal. But, he asked
whether the government wished normality
to be restored. He said that like begger’s
score the prolem of ‘terrorism’ was essential
for the very survival of the government.

The government had failed, he said to
combat the situation under the normal laws
of the land. The government was selling the
country to mulitnationals.

One thousand acres had been allocated to
set up a voice of America. When land was
allocated to multinationals in that manner
and a separate State was demanded by
Tamils was there any difference between the
two process.

Sri Lanka’s Anti-people
“‘democracy’’

It is not democracy as one would perceive in
the West that is prevalent in Sri Lanka buta
new system of ‘‘controlied democracy’’ in
which the President has all the dictatorial
powers.. The new Universities Bill is one
amongst many that provides a snapshot of
this “‘controlled democracy’’. It is an act
that has all the political implications of
dismantling the ‘‘Free state education
system’’ in which we have so much pride.
This bill has all the signs of consolidation of
authoritarianism of the government under
the direction of its masters, IMF and World
Bank. The bill makes provision to prevent
the university’s decision to challenge in the
court. The minister concerned has the power
in this Bill to revoke any decision and he
does not have to give any reason for doing
$O.

Introduction of the private Medical
School in 1981 was only the watershed in the
process of privatisation of education.
Following the introduction of the private
Medical School Sri Lankan government in-
troduced a White Paper on Education in
1982. In the face of mounting opposition to
the Bill from all quarters, government shelv-
ed the proposal. Present proposal is only a
different version of its predecessor. All over
Sri Lanka students and teachers agitated to
lodge their protest and opposition to the

Bill. In this process more than 200 schools
were closed down by the government, and
many students taken into custody and
remanded.

Even under the system of ‘‘free state
education’’, ordinary masses, especially
from plantation and other deprived areas
were not that ‘free’ to exercise their fun-
damental right for education. Yet, they were
in a way financing the education system.
What would happen to these people under
the new system of private University Educa-
tion? Who will run these universities? Will
they be run, as in the case of Colombo Inter-
national School by the ‘fast food’ business
magnates who are interested only in quick
profit and do not give a heed to the wishes of
the people.

All the government ministers have drawn
their inspiration from their master President
J.R. Jayawardena. He had said repeatedly
that only by wiping out ‘terrorism’ in the
North and East that a solution could be
achieved. No other position would ever
achieve the climate to settle the present
crises in Sri Lanka.

Just who are these terrorists?

Are the freedom fighters who had been
forced to take up arms by the colonial and
intransigent policies of the racist Sri Lankan
government terrorists? Or, the government
which is obstinate in opposing any form of
political solution and is bent on persuing the
policy of military domination and tyranny
against the unarmed innocent Tamil Speak-
ing People terrorists?

Expressing feelings of the those who are
genuinely interested in a solution to present
problem, McDonald of the BBC World Ser-
vice said, in his dispatch that the real inten-
tion of the government seemed to that it
wanted a military solution to the problem.

Romesh Bhanderi visits Sri

Lanka
While the rhetoric utterances of the
ministers continue, behind the scene

diplomatic hustling and bustling are at
work. Diplomatic arena is throbbing with
new ideas and proposals. United States of
America sceptical about the ability of Sri
Lanka to contain ‘terrorism’ and its
economic future had been pouring it’s
Diplomatic core into Delhi and Colombo to
put it’s point of view on the present crises in
Sri  Lanka. India has been putting
diplomatic pressure on Sri Lanka to bring
about a peaceful political settlement. As a
regional power it is in the interest if India to
find an amicable solution to the problem.
Foreign Secretary of India, Mr Romesh
Bhandari visisted Sri Lanka recently to have
high level talks with Sri Lankan officials
about the unresolved National Question in
Sri Lanka. While the text of his talks has not
been published, it is however reliably
understood from various sources that Mr
Bhandari’s talk with J.R. Jayawardena in-
cluded the problems of refugees, attack on
Indian fishermen, and the fate of stateless

EELAM/SRI LANKA

plantation workers. According to G.K.
Reddy (The Hindu Saturday, April 6, 1985),
the purpose of Mr Bhandari’s visit was to
help, create the right atmosphere for defus-
ing the tension, since he did not go to Col-
ombo to engage in any substantive discus-
sions on the nature or scope of the proposed
settlement.

‘‘Peace and negotiated
settlement in Eelam”’

‘“‘Peace and negotiated settlement’’ is the
topic that is most touched on by the govern-
ment ministers in Sri Lanka today. Prac-
tically all the ministers have had their fair
share of ‘‘peace cracking’’. Prime Minister
Premadasa said in the Parliament that if the
‘terrorists’ lay down their arms at 12 noon
today, at 12.05 the army will return to bar-
racks. Then we can talk about anything we
want. He said that after some time an im-
portant statement had been made by the In-
dian Minister of State for External Affairs,
Mr Allam Khan. Khan said that violence
could not solve the Sri Lanka’s problem, if
that is so Premadasa asked why did India
give refuge to ‘terrorists’. He extensively
quoted from an article in the “‘South’’ by
Denzil Pieris and then said if ‘terrorism’
stops at noon the next day he could give
assurance that the troops would return to
barracks.

Premadasa and on a similar proposal put
forward by one of the many ‘‘negotiating”’
teams sent by Sri Lankan government to
assess the mood and feeling of the liberation
organisations in Eelam, EROS spokesman
said that if the government removed the
armed forces from the occupied territories
of Eelam then there wouldn’t be any so call-
ed terrorism in Eelam for it is not against the
Tamil Speaking People the so called ter-
rorists are fighting but against the Sri
Lankan government which is obstinate in
terrorising the Tamil Speaking People into
subjugation. Remove the armed forces and
concede to the just demands, terrorism will
stop, he said.

In an interview to Singapore television on
6th March, Sri Lankan Prime Minister
Premadasa said that until India returned all
the Tamil militants to Sri Lanka no negotia-
tions or conference would take place bet-
ween Sri Lanka and India to further initiate
and progress the no talks or conference
regarding the ‘ethnic’ problems in Sri
Lanka, would take place between the two
countries. Tamil refugees in South India
and the militants should be returned to Sri
Lanka, he urged the Indian Government
and added that India should accept these as
precondition to any further talks on resolv-
ing the ‘ethnic’ problem in Sri Lanka.

National  Security Minister  Lalith
Athulathmudali speaking at a meeting com-
memorating the anniversary of his appoint-
ment as minister for national security said
that “‘terrorism would be wiped out soon.

continued on page 14
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We had taken all the steps to do so; recent
offensive against the terrorists would prove
resolute position to wipe out terrorism.”
Recently when he addressed a ‘peace rally’
at Ragala, Ahtulathmudali said ‘“ The
ethnic prolem and the terrorist menace are
two different things. While a political solu-
tion is necessary for the ethnic problem the
terrorist menace should be suppressed by
force of arms.’’” He said further that the
economic questions of the Tamils should be
resolved without delay but, that would be
done as soon as the proper climate was
created in the country.

However, Indian Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi has made India’s position clear in an
interview to N. Ram of Frontline magazine.
In this interview Mr Gandhi said ‘“We have
been in touch with Sri Lanka. Not
everything that they say or we have said to
them about can be told to you at this stage.
But, really, we must consider the long term
interest of Tamils in Sri Lanka. A situation
must not come about where they will have a
problem over a 15-year period or 20-year
period. That must be kept in mind by
everyone ... At the same time we have to see
that the atrocities that are being committed
by the security forces in Sri Lanka — not
totally under Government control — must
stop. We have to see that an atmosphere is
created where the refugees can go back. We
have got almost a lakh now, may be 90,000
... Itis not that we don’t want them here, or
want to push them out. This would be the
guarantee and mood and confidence. So, we
must work towards it.”’ On the question of
mode of settlement, whether autonomy or
federalism, he said, ‘‘that is really
something the Tamils and the Sri Lankan
government should discuss’’ and ‘‘it is not
something that we interfere with to any
great degree’’.

Racist Regime’s Real Intensions

It is interesting to note the speech made by
Lalith Athulathmudali at Panadurai. He
said that several countries were urging Sri
Lanka for a politcal settlement. Sri Lankan
government too wanted a political settle-
ment, he said and that it wanted a settlement
along the line of ‘self-rule’. Indeed, the
government wants some kind of a negotia-
tion because of it’s bad shape economy and
it’s inability to score a quick military victory
in Eelam. But, these negotiations govern-
ment thinks would give them a breathing
space to obtain necessary military
wherewithal to modernise it’s armed forces
and to establish firmly it’s policy of forced
demographic change in Eelam so that in the
event of any successful negotiation, it would
have ensured that the Tamil Speaking Peo-
ple achieve nothing.

From this point of view, the government
is currently discussing a proposal to divide
Trincomalee district into three districts. Ac-
cording to this proposal the Trincomalee

harbour and the adjoining areas will be
made one district. The rest of the present
Trincomalee district will come under two
new districts — Kantalai and
Horawapotanai. Muthoor and Kinniya will
come under Kantalai district. Recently
famous (or infamous) Kokilai and Nayaru
will come under Horawapotanai district. If
this proposal is implemented, it would effec-
tively exclude Tamil Speaking People from
any meaningful participation in the ad-
ministration of their traditional homeland.
Lanka Guardian has the following to say on
this proposal.

Speculative reports in political circles
about a fresh demarcation of districts in-
volving the Eastern province have caused
anxiety among both Tamil and Muslim
members of the UNP that a top Tamil
UNP’er summoned a meeting which was at-
tended by nearly a dozen prominant party
members, including two front rank per-
sonalities.

Demographic change which is the essence
of the new settlement motivating force
behind the concept of enlarged districts
Horawapotana, Padaviya etc. In part, the
settlement plan draws inspiration from
General Templar’s scheme in
preindependence Malaya and in part from
the highly controversial Israeli project in the
West Bank. In both cases, the demographic
changes had a ‘counter-insurgency’ or
‘strategic’ component. The main objective
is to undermine the ‘‘Traditional
Homelands’’ and to isolate Jaffna pennin-
sula.

In a not unconnected move, some influen-
tial Muslims who have no formal party af-
filiations have banded together in a new
organisation loosely called council of elders.
This is a manifestation of two problems that
have begun to worry the muslim intelligent-
sia that the muslim community is not caught
in Sinhala Tamil crunch and secondly that
the total identification of muslim politics
with UNP may be counter productive. The
council plans to send a five member delega-
tion to Madras to discuss possible solutions
to the ethnic conflict. The delegation has
already met the government and opposition
leaders. Interestingly it recommends provin-
cial councils as a unit of devolution.

In furtherence of its policy of undermin-
ing the traditional homelands of the Tamil
Speaking People through demographic
changes, the government has another pro-
posal on its table for discussion. This deals
with land settlement of Sinhalese in
predominantly Tamil areas, on the basis of
ethnic proportion in Ceylon. Lalith
Athulathmudali had this to say when speak-
ing at the passing-out parade of 356 Home
Guards. The settlement of 200,000 persons
between Vavuniya and Elephant Pass with
four months military training to protect
themselves from ‘terrorists’ could be carried
out despite the opposition from certain
quarters (meaning Thondaman). They were
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to be sent there, he said not to attack but to
engage in agriculture and if anyone attacked
them they would retaliate in no uncertain
terms (note the resemblance of Israeli policy
in occupied Palestine). He further said,
“Taking lesson from history we can end ter-
rorism in a non-violent way when we carry
out the land settlement as we have planned
it.”

Lessons of history are different from
what Athulathmudali portrays it to be. It is
the history of violence, not non-violence. It
is the history of forcing the Eelavar to take
up arms to fight for their rights, not ‘end of
terrorism’. It is the history of domination
and oppression, not political settlement.

The real intention of the government is
clear. It is not peace they want. It is not
negotiated political settlement they want. It
is not even an understanding that they want
to forge with Eelavar. Rather, they want to
‘finish off ’ Eelavar as a nation. They want
complete subjugation of Eelavar. To
achieve this, plans have already been laid
down. It is the settlement of more than
200,000 armed persons between Vavuniya
and Elephant Pass, no doubt, along the line
of Israeli policy in Palestine. In Mannar, it is
the mass evacuation of Eelavar and settle-
ment Sinhala chauvinists. In the Eastern
Province, it is the fresh demarcation of
districts.

In the light of what has been going on in
Mannar and in Jaffna, one can see that the
government has already set into motion the
implimentation of its plans.

In the name of Law & Order

Sri Lankan government has been rejecting
calls by the Indian government and the
Tamil Militants for the removal of the
Sinhala armed forces from Tamil areas, in
order to create an atmosphere for ‘peace
talks’ to solve the crisis in the Island. It
justifies its position, citing ‘terrorism’ in the
land and blaming the Militants for the
civilian deaths thus, presenting the situation
as a Law & Order problem. However, while
the British government claims that the
Eastern Province is safe for the Tamils,
massacres continue and the culprits alsways
have been the ‘security’ forces. On June 4,
45 Tamils were slaughtered by them near
Trincomale, after they had ordered non-
Tamils off a bus travelling towards Ver-
pankulam.
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Mass dismissals and deportations
of Blacks in South Africa

More than 17,500 black gold mine workers
of the National Union of Mineworkers of
South Africa were dismissed from their jobs
and many had been already ‘deported’ to
their ‘homelands’. 14,400 of them were
employed by Anglo-American corporation,
the world biggest mining company and the
rest worked for another called Goldfields.

After a series of protests, strikes and
deaths which marked the workers’ strong
resistance, the companies have agreed to
take 14,000 of the sacked miners back, pro-
vided they passed a screening test — to weed
out dissident elements, in reality union ac-
tivists — which was the intention of the
companies all along, thus, the dismissal of
the workers was a long drawn-out plan.

Gold mine industry is the backbone of the
South African white economy, providing
40-50% of its foreign exchange. Like the
Tamil plantation workers of Ceylon, who
provide the slave labour, in earning 60% of
the Sri Lankan foreign exchange, black peo-
ple of South Africa give their blood and
sweat to their white masters and provide the
illegal state’s kitty the millions, which in
turn is used for its repression within, oc-
cupation of Namibia and agression against
the frontline states.

The industry employs more than 400,000
blacks, who are considered to be migrant
workers from black ‘homelands’ — patches
of barren lands dotted near the borders of
South Africa — and live in single sex hostels
in mine compounds, where 25 or more are
coerced to live in tin huts of 12’ X 12'.
They earn between 35-15 pounds while a
lowest paid white gets a minimum of £140.
More than 80% of the whites are employed
by the machinery which administers the
apartheid system.

800 miners die every year and 28,000 suf-
fer serious injury such as silicosis and tuber-
culosis (TB). A commission reporting to the
racist parliament in the recent past has
predicted continuous rise in deaths due to
occupational diseases.

Anglo-American corporation is notorious
for its treatment of its black labour. Last
year 74 died in their Western Deep mine
where coal is extracted. When answering
questions on miners’ safety, its chief safety
engineer said ‘‘production is more impor-
tant than safety’’. It should be noted, all 7
largest mining companies in South Africa
are owned by US and British imperialism.

Of course subjugation of black workers
would not be possible without the help of
the armed forces, which during the strikes
between 1973-76 killed 178 miners. The
number since then is undisclosed, except for
a few here and there.

Eruption of the pecple of South
Africa

The mass agitation of the black people of
South Africa has reached a feverous state,
that even the might of the white racist armed
forces cannot put down. The white minority
state has progressively lost its ability to find
‘sophisticated’ solutions to their problems
in order to preserve white supremacy
forever, but to rely on the usual crude
methods of torture and slaughter. Daily,
they have been killing these defenceless peo-
ple in dozens evyerwhere, yet the beautiful
people of South Africa seem to have achiev-
ed a level of awareness, thanks to the
African National Congress and the South
African Communist Party, they are willing-
ly sacrificing their lives with dignity, to the
bullets fired on by the pathetic whites’ guns,
which has proven too embarassing for some
whites elsewhere.

So, not surprisingly, even some
republican senators and congressmen of the
good old US of A have jumped onto the
bandwagon, by calling for sanctions against
South Africa. Such process has also been in-
itiated in some European countries and as a
result a few companies and institutions have
decided not to trade with or invest in South
Africa.

Though Britain is one of the most impor-
tant trading partners of the whites in South
Africa, only the Greater London Council
(GLC) was enraged by the events in that
country, that they are selling off their assets
worth about 100 million pounds.

Namibia

South Africa’s white racist government
has proposed a new plan — a sinister scheme
— for an interim government in Namibia
which it occupies. It would be in effect yet
another puppet regime to safeguard its
hegemony in that region. The proposal ex-
clude the participation of the progressive
and patriotic forces of South West African
Peoples Organisation (SWAPO) and rejects
the UN resolution 435, involving UN super-
vised election and would retain ultimate ex-
ecutive authority and control of Namibian
politics for South Africa.

South Africa demands the withdrawal of
Cubans from neighbouring Angola, its ter-
ritory that still occupies, as a precondition
for the independence of Namibia. This is an
argument well received in the capitals of the
so called contact group countries of the
western world. We should remember it was
South Africa’s white troops which were 600
miles inside Angola during its independence
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struggle with the blessing of these countries
and the active participation of Israel, to pre-
vent the MPLA, the ruling workers’ party in
Angola, coming to power before Cuban
fighters started to arrive there to fulfil their
international duty, preserve the dignity and
the independence of the people of Angola.

We should also note the richness of
Namibia, for its minerals such as uranium,
on which many of the western countries de-
pend for their nuclear programmes.

continued from page 12

It is therefore become necessary for the
littoral nations of the Indian Ocean in par-
ticular and all countries of the area in
general to make their voices heard loud and
clear. For far too long have the colonialists
and so-called superpowers imposed their
will on us, exploiting our resources and
rendering our countries bare; for far too
long have they used our lands and waters in
the arena for their wars, in which millions of
our people have been killed.

We owe a sacred duty not only by the
generation that is growing but gernerations
unborn in our region to present to their a
peaceful and climate and future; an era
when the fear of nuclear anihilation or
missile will be furthest from the thought.
This will not be possible, so long as giant
battleships cruise along our shores, their
cannons booming our skies and their sub-
marine destroying our marine culture. It is
true that we in this region decide our
destitutes ourselves and not leave it to those
living thousands of miles away.

For these reasons, the Indian ocean
assumes an importance as never before since
the dawn of history. This region must be
free of the battle of great ships of those na-
tions whose intention are far from
honourable. Every aspect of the problem
only adds to the significance of the same.

And in that respect, there should,
analists believe — focus on the role of
Eelam, the newly emerging nation in the In-
dian ocean in the context of the stances
adopted by the Sri Lankan Government in
inviting U.S., in defiance of NAM prin-
ciples and the fears expressed by India over
the security of the region. Though Eelam is
not a reality yet, in that it has not taken its
place among the community of nations, or
that its protagonists, have not sought to
establish a Government in exile, it is emerg-
ing and it is only a matter of time before it
seeks its place among the littoral nations of
Indian ocean, will as much claim as any
other. Therefore needs must it need be in-
cluded in any analysis of the region, for it
will not be less vulnerable than any other na-
tion placed in similar circumstances.

The Journal of the Eelam Research Organisation is published periodically in London, UK. It is proposed to
publish this journal more often at least once in two months. All communications suggestions, articles and let-
ters for publication, which are quite welcome, may be sent to: PO Box 277, London N5 2DF
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EDITORIAL

Negotiation —
on what terms?

Speculations about the resumption of
‘“‘peace’’ talks between the Sri Lankan
government and the Tamil speaking
people — Eelavar — occupy the front
pages of the government controlled Sri
Lankan press. Indian press too, follow-
ing the recent visit of Romesh Bhandari
as a part of the four Nation tour since
his appointment, to Sri Lanka and the
subsequent heated debate in the Indian
parliament on the present crisis in Sri
Lanka, boldly declared that the
negotiation was imminent. It has been
said that Sri Lanka would talk to the
militants provided they give up their
armed resistance. In spite of massive
military means put forward by Sri
Lanka, it cannot prevail over Eelam
miltarilty. In fact, its military fait ac-
compli is far from achieving political
acceptance; it is causing devastation for
its economy. Sri Lanka spends more
than 1,000,000 Rs per day in maintain-
ing its armed forces in the North and
East. More than fifty per cent of its
foreign borrowing is spent on oiling the
military machine. Sri Lanka’s foreign
bankers — IMF and World Bank —
have already lodged their grave concern
over its inability to contain ‘‘ethnic pro-
blems’’ and its failure to curb spending
and about the falling tea prices — an in-
dustry manned by Eelavar, who live
under the most primitive conditions
without any political or fundamental
rights. Next round of talk with foreign
financiers to obtain loans and much
needed foreign aid will be soon on the
agenda. Finance minister Roni De Mel
will soon be touring the Western cam-
pitals with his begging bowl. There is
no more All Party Conference or one
like it to sway the opinion of the inter-
national community in favour of Sri
Lanka. Its attempt to achieve a quick
and snap military victory in Eelam has
not materialised. Under these cir-
cumstances Sri Lanka wants some kind
of negotiation in the pipeline so that it
could use this for the purpose of
strengthening its position as it had done
with the All Party Conference.

What this talk would be all about? Is
Sri Lankan racist regime genuinely
committed for a peaceful negotiated
settlement? These are some of the ques-
tions serious-minded Eelam Revolu-
tionaries are asking.

If the track record of the successive
Sri Lankan government is anything to
go by, then to believe in the proposed

talk would only be a deception. The
history of forty years of struggle of
Eelavar is full of negotiations,
agreements, broken promises, betray-
als and deceit. Recent All Party
Conference was one such negotiation
frustrated, delayed and finally aban-
doned by the Sri Lankan regime when it
had achieved its purpose of overhauling
and re-equipping the armed machinery
with which it is committing one of the
most atrocious and inhuman acts of
violence against the innocent Eelavar
ever recorded in history. Eelavar are
sceptical of any such talks that only be
concerned with concessions and
cosmetic changes in the administrative
structure without really undertaking a
genuine effort to solve the fundamental
cause of the present problem. No talk
can be successful unless it is aimed at
resolving the fundamental questions
that are at work.

While the Western World character-
ise it as a refugee problem, the Sri
Lankan regime considers it to be an in-
ternal terrorist problem which it wants
to wipe out. To Eelavar, it is the pro-
blem of unresolved national question;
Sri Lankan government is obstinate in
liquidating Eelam as a nation to
establish its will over Eelavar and
Eelavar are resolute and determined
even at a price of large sacrifices, to af-
firm their will to secure their destiny.

The terrorism that the Sri Lankan
regime ascribe to the armed struggle of
Eelavar was forced upon them by the
colonial and intransigent policies of Sri
Lankan chauvinist regime, that were
obstinate in opposing any form of
meaningful political solution that
would have brought about a lasting
peace and progress in the Island of
Seriendip. Prior to 1977, Eelavar never
opted for a statehood of their own.
They always wanted to live in a united
Ceylon, not as subservients or second
class citizens but as equal partners with
the same rights as enjoyed by their
Sinhalese brothers. Every government
in power was ignorant of the genuine
demand for equal rights. Armed with
the strategy of  ‘‘demographic
manipulation” Sri Lankan chauvinist
governments were bent on achieving a
“‘final solution’’ by depriving Eelavar
of their traditional homeland.

Faced with the prospect of total sub-

jugation and oppression and of being
vanquished as a nation, Eelavar opted
for a statehood of their own and took
up arms to fight for their just course of
National Liberation. They are resolute
and determined to establish their right
to self-determination.

Eelavar are peace loving people. In
their revolutionary struggle for libera-

tion, they are leaving the door open for
a peaceful negotiated settlement. They
are not obstinate to believe that a war
with Sri Lanka could achieve a political
solution. They are firmly convinced
that there should be a political
negotiated settlement, and they look
forward to that day. But, they will not
be coerced into accepting a solution by
force of arm.

Expressing the feeling and the mood
of Eelavar, EROS declares that Eelam
is not negotiable. What does it mean?

It means that Eelam is a nation and
that it’s people — Eelavar — have the
right to self-determination. It means
the political right to decide their own
future, even to the extent of secession.
This constitutes the political demarca-
tion of our struggle. This political
demarcation cannot be negotiated.

For a lasting solution to the current
problems, any peace proposal must
seriously take into consideration that
Eelam is a nation and that Eelavar have
the right to self-determination. Sri
Lanka must concede to this irrefutable
fact.

In practical terms, it means that
(a) all Eelavar have the right to live as
citizens of Sri Lanka without any con-
ditions. The fundamental right of the
plantation Tamils who form the back
bone of Eelam Nation were robbed of
their basic rights in 1948, must be
restored; (b) Sri Lanka stops forthwith
its policy of undermining Eelavar of
their traditional homeland.

Then the dialogue between Sri
Lankan government and Eelavar could
begin in earnest to remove all obstacles
for a negotiated settlement on condi-
tion that it be approved by Eelavar, in
an agreed form of referendum.

This is the only way forward towards
a lasting peace and progress in the
island. This is the only way to ensure
peace with dignity and honour, and
without repression.

Until now, Sri Lanka has been block-
ing the way to a political settlement.
Even now, while paying lip service for
negotiated settlement it is bent on a
military solution. If the government
steps up its pressure to undermine the
concept of Eelam by bringing about the
necessary demographic change by force
of arms so that Eelavar will be isolated
in pockets of settlement, and will have
no choice but to step up their
resistance.

If the military solution is difficult to
achieve, even impossible, then they will
have no other solution but to col-
laborate with the revolutionaries in Sri
Lanka to overthrow the common
enemy — the Sri Lankan regime.

The choice is Sri Lanka’s.




