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DEMOCRACY WITH A TOMMYGUN

is a challenging and outspoken book on
the problems of peace and war in
India, Burma, China, the Philippines
and Japan. The book begins in India
and the first chapters expose with
passionate words the sufferings in the
Bengal Famine and the incompetence
of those responsible for that tragedy.
The scene then shifts to Burma, from
then on to China, presenting what is
probably the first unvarnished account
of the Chungking Dictatorship. The
chapters on Pacific Landings and on
the author’s entry into Hiroshima,
where he stole a march on 250 corres-
pondents to give the world its first
historic description of that atom-
bombed city; and a merciless analysis
of democracy’s fate in the Philippines
are all highlights of this unique
account. But war, power and politics
.are not the author’s only concern. His
style, hard-hitting as it is when it comes
to political attack, becomes tender when
he writes of the peoples who are the
pawns in the game. His contention is
that while naval and air fleets, armies
of men and columns of tanks played
their parts, the Second World War was
essentially the little man’s war — the
man with a tommygun.
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