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Turkey's Shining Trenches of Combat 
For many months, the political i:>risoners in Turkey have been w~ging a 
life-and-death battle against the imperialist-backed regime there. Several 
thousand political prisoners, living in hell-holes notorious the world over, 
are fighting efforts of the country's niters to force them into the even 
more oppressive conditions of the "F-type prisons". Dozens of the 

Maoist and other revolutionary political prisoners have already given their 

lives in this courageous combat. 

Dramatic Twists and Turns in the People's War in Nepal 
Five years after the People's War began, the Communist Party of Nepal 
(Maoist) is leading many thousands of fi ghters, armed with guns and 

Maoism, to set up people's power in large parts of the country. Faced 
with this, the reactionaries have been shaken by internal fi ghting, which · 

burst out most spectacularly with the k illing of the royal family in June 
·2001. g ere CPN(M) Chair man Prachanda gives an interview to AWTW 

<leafing with the questions facing the People's War today and its part in 

the world proletarian revolution; also reprinted are important resolutions 
from the recently concluded 2nd National Conference of the CPN(M). 

The Masses of Iran Gain Weapon for Making Revolution 
Rarely has a vanguard party of the proletariat been so sorely needed or so 
thoroughly prepared as the newly founded Communist Party of Iran 
(Marxist-Leninist-Maoist). After the 1979 revolution that overthrew the 
hated US-backed Shah of lran was hijacked by the bloody butchers of 

the Islamic Republic, the masses there have urgently needed a force that 

can lead them through people's war to seize power, this time for the 

oppressed . And now they have such a force: reprinted here are import~nt 

documents from the Founding Congress of the CPI(MLM). 
----
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Turkey's Prisons -

Shining Trenches 
of Combat ,, 

For many months now the political 
prisoners in Turkey have been waging 
a life-and-death battle against the im­
perialist-backed regime there. Several 
thousand political prisoners, living in 
hell-boles notorious the world over as 
symbol s of torture and repression , 

"' have risen up in struggle against the 
~ efforts of the country's rulers to force 
~ them into even more oppressive con­
~ ditions. The government is trying to ~ 
S: move the political prisoners into new 
E prisons: called F-type prisons. Here the 
Cl prisoners will be kept in smail cells, 
ci! many with a single prisoner in solitary 
~ confinement, while none contain more 
oq; than six prisoners. The aim of the new 

prisons is to isolate the prisoners, 
break t~eir spirit of resistance and turn 
the prisons from schools of resistance 
into school s of submission. 

Millions around the world have 
become familiar with the conditions 
in Turkey 's prisons through the films 
of the Kurdi sh film-maker Yilmaz 
Guney, who himself spent many years 
in prison. Guney's films, like Yol and 
especially The Wall, vividly depict 
the unbearably harsh conditions of 
li fe in Turkey's prisons, whi ch be­
came synonymous with arbitrary and 
cruel author-ity. Domestic and inte r­
national human ri ghts groups, in ­
c luding Amnesty Internationa l, have 
documented torture in the prisons 
and repeatedly issued denunciations 
of the regime for violations. of inter­
national standards of human rights 
in its treatment of prisoners. 

Perhaps in part borne out of the 

Umraniye Prison. Banner says "Let"s Dedicate Our Lives to the People"s War." 

brutal treatment the prisoners received, 
another characteristic of prison life was 
also unforgettably depicted by Guney: 
the boundless solidarity and tei;ider 
camaraderie of the prisoners, as they 
sought to carry on dignified li ves in 
conditions designed to rip away every 
shred of human dignity. 

Now, the Turki sh government is 
acting forcefully to move the prison­
ers into the even more oppressive con­
ditions of the F-type prison system. ln 
October 2000, as the government be­
gan manoeuvres to implement the new 
prisons, the political prisoners coun­
ter-attacked. F irst a few hundred, then 

many hundreds more, launched hun­
ger strikes to expose the government's 
manoeuvres and to rally domestic and 
foreign public opinion against the gov­
ernment's strategy. In the battles that 
fol lowed, many dozens have lost their 
lives. Yet, as A WTW goes to press, the 
pri soners are valiantly carrying on 
their fi aht. Comrades from the Commu­
nist Pa~y of Turkey (Marx.ist-Lenini~t) 
- TKP(ML) - a participating pruty in 

the Revolutionary Inte rn ation alist 
Movement (RIM), have played a lead­
ing role in this struggle. Also taking 
part in launching the battle have been 
members and supporters of the Revo-



Family protest and mourn the 
death of Ender Can Yildiz. 

lutionary People's Liberation 
Party/Front (DHKPC) and the 
Communist Workers Party of 
Turkey (TKJP), neither of which 
is a Maoist organisation. 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 
- "OBSTACLES" ON 

THE PATH OF 
RENEWED GRANDEUR 

The political prisoners oc­
cupy a special place in the po­
litical life of the country. ·Mass 
upsurges that rocked the coun­
try in the late 1970s and have 
punctuated poli tical li fe s ince 
then have left many thousands 
of political prisoners in Turkey. 
Many had also been imprisoned 
for participation in, o r support 
for, the revolutionary warfare be­
ing waged there, in particular 
that led along the lines of peo­
ple's war by the TKP(ML) as 
well as the war against national 
oppression waged by the Work­
ers Pa1ty of Kurdistan (PKK). 
Both of these are banned organi­
sations. Long years of fascist 
rep ress io n of th ese va ri ous 
struggles has resulted in an ex­
plosive mix of thousands of revo­
lutionary political prisoners of 
different political stripes in a 
couple of dozen major prisons 
scattered across Turkey. 

ln standing together against 

,, 

April 2001 

Comrade Ender Can 
Yildiz had been a leading 
member of the Communist 
Party of Turkey (Marxist­
.Leninist), including a mem­
ber of its Central Commit­
tee. On 18 April 200 I , he 
joined the over 60 others 
who by then had given their 
lives in the battle being 
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waged by the political prisoners of Turkey. He was buried amidst a 
sea of red flags, with revolutionary slogans punctuating the air. His 
mother Hanife led the funeral procession. The frail elderly woman 
had wraP.ped a red ribbon around her head, with the words " Ender 
Can is immortal" written carefully in black. When asked by a British 
reporter how she felt about the death of her son, she carefully chose 
her words, "My son didn't lose th!s fight. He won and I'm proud of 
him. We will keep fighting until victory." 

The TKP (ML) Bureau Abroad released a statement on Comrade 
Ender Can Yildiz's death, which declared: 

"Comrade Ender Can Yildiz was arrested in 1985, when he was · 
carrying out struggle among the student youth. He was sentenced to 
12 years and 6 months imprisonment. He persisted in the struggle 
for communism in Metris and ·canakkale Prisons. He was released in 
1990 and took his struggle to the mountains. He took part in the 
People's War led by our Party, the TKP(ML)'. He was a leading cadre 
of the TKP(ML). . 

"He was captured by the enemy as a prisoner of war in 1995, for_ 
being a TKP(ML) Central Committee member, and the enemy de­
manded his execution. He persisted in his struggle in the Diyarbakir, 
Malatya and Elbistan prisons and in the Sincan F-type prison. 

"Comrade Ender Can Yildiz was a symbol of communist resist­
ance. His time in pri~on was spent in total resistance and years and 
days of constant struggle under torture, interrogation and imprison­
ment. He defeated the enemy in its own den. He was the symbolic 
flag of fighting, resisting and winning. 

"He persistently defended and carried out the line of the TKP(ML) 
in every circumstance and was an active defender of the Maoist 
science." 
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the cruel repression meted out by the 
prison authorities, the prisoners have 
developed deep, cherished bands of 
solidarity, camaraderie aRd mutual re­
spect, despite sometimes sharp politi­
cal differences. The prisons were 
turned into schools of revolution, 
marked by fierce debate and stru_ggle 
over the direction of the Turkish revo­
lution. They became centres of learn­
ing, where peasant youth arrested for 
something as· simple as speaking 
Kurdish to soldiers might learn to read 
using Chairman Mao's Little Red 
Book, or where political novices 
brought in under the draconian "anti­
terror" laws for mere possession of a 
leaflet by a banned organisation learnt 
to become Manci~t political organisers 
or military strategists. The prisons be­
came centres of internationalist soli­
darity~ closely following revolutionary 
struggles around the world. The p9-
litical prisoners in Turkey have, for'iil­
stance, raised their voice at every cru­
cial point in the eight-year struggle to 
defend the life of Communist Party of 
Peru Chairman Gonzalo. 

Most of all, the prisons are a cen­
" tre of unyielding resistance to the re­
~ actionary regime. Bit bY. bit the politi-
8 cal prisoners have steadily won the re­
C\I spect of everyone in Turkey that ever 
i: harboured dreams that life under the 
:it bourgeoisie and generals was not the 
~ best possible world. Guney's great film 
a! Yol provocatively raises- the question 
~ facing prisoners on clay release, of just 
:Iii how much freer they really are when 
~ let out into the larger society, where 

the social roles imposed on people trap 
them within the less visible walls of 
class. relations. This and other films 
also reflect the exceptionally weighty 
role that political prisoners have 
played in Turkey for many years. 

. THE F-STYLE PRISONS- FRONT 
LINES OF THE CLASS STRUGGLE 

Long ago the Turkish government 
developed plans to break the spirit of 
the poli~cal prisoners by introducing 
the new F-type isolation cells, and in 
fact built some of the new prisons back 
in the early and mid-1990s. According 
to the evidence compile.d by a variety 
of independent observers, including 
judicial eJE.perts, doctors, human rights 
groups and journalists, the F-type 
prison system amounts to a gross vio­
lation of international human rights. 

The cells are small and have just 

enough room fur bunks and a table. 
There is a toilet with a tap just above 
the toilet basin; so that the toilet dou­
bles as a shower. Some cells have tel­
evision sets, but these can only be 
operated by the priso·n authorities 
through a central control panel. The 
prisoners, in other words, have no con­
trol over when and what they watch. 
There are no facilities for exercise or 
sport, and no access to a library or. can­
teen. The prisons have few, if any, ex­
ternal windows and there is.no natural 
light in the cells. The prisoners will, 
therefore, be kept in Jutificial light, 
which will also be controlled by the 
prison authorities. Each cell has a door 
that leads to its own l6 square metre 
courtyard, which is enclosed by high 
walls. The government says that the 
prisoners will have no more than one 
hour a day access to this yard. In prac­
tice, however, access is granted only 
at the discretion of the prison authori­
ties. The cetl doors will be kept Closed 
night and day, and meals will be deliv­
ered under or through the doors. 

Turkish government propaganda 
describes these cells as being "nicer 
than a hotel room". In response, the 
pri~on~rs .have stopped referring to 
their "cells", and now sarcastically call 
them their "rooms". A report on the 
first F-type prison, Kartal Soganlik, by 
Humcm Rights Watch concluded that, 
"apart from weekly family visits last­
ing half an hour, prisoners are locked 
down 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
with no social or even visual contact 
with any other person outside their 
cell". The entire system is thus de­
signed to impose extreme conditions 
of isol~tion upon thousands of politi­
cal prisoners. Does anyone doubt that 
the practice of torture, whose wide­
spread usage has been confirmed even 
by the European Union, flourishes un-

, der conditions of such secrecy? They 
hope terror will race through the head 
of an isolated political captive every 
time the cell door creaks open. 

To counter the broad international 
and domestic criticism of the F-type 
prisons, the government has claimed 
that they are to be used only against 
."a smal.l handful of terrorists". In fact, 
the prisons are the leading edge of a 
broader and more ambitious reaction­
ary attack. While the F-type prison leg­
islation states that those convicted of 
"acts of terrorism" will be housed in 
the prisons, in fact the Anti-Terror Law 
is so broad that one can be convicted 

under its provisions merely for pos­
session of a leaflet by a banned or­
ganisation. What's more, the over­
whelming majority of political prison­
ers in Turkey have not been convicted 
of anything at all! They are merely on 
remand awaiting or standing trial, 
which often takes many years. 

Everything about this new prison 
system reflects the fact that the repres­
sion of the political prisoners is linked 
to the goal of strengthening the rul­
ers' hold on society in general and of 
subduing political resistance through­
out the country. 

THE POLITICAL PRISONERS 
- A HARD NUT TO CRACK 

fl 

The government initially attempted 
· to impose the F-type isolation system 

in 1991, but this was met with a mass, 
courageous struggle by the prisoners. 
By official count, 17 prisoners lost their 
lives in the unequal struggle, but the 
prisoners' cause inspired broad sup­
port, and the government, exposed and· 
humiliated, was forced to back down. 

. In 1996, the government again tried 
to introduce the F-type isolation sys­
tem~·Yet no sooner had they issued a 
ministerial circular ordering the sys­
tem's implementation than an upsurge 
of resistance broke out once more. A 
hunger strike swept through the sys­
tem, during the course of which 12 pris­
oners died, and broad solidarity devel- · 
oped. Once more, the government, 
bruised and shaken, had to back down. 

So in 2000, when the Turkish au­
thorities announced that they were yet 
again going to introduce the F-type 
prisons, no one had any illusions 
about whether the prisoners would re­
sist. Nor did anyone have any illusions 
that the ruling classes were launching 
this attack lightly. Having been forced 
to back down on the new prisons twice 
already, making a third attempt clearly 
indicated that the government was 
determined that this time it would see 
this offensive through to the bitter end. 

What underlay this perhaps fool­
ish determination .on th~ part of the 
Turkish authorities was their reaction­
ary fantasy of assuming a greater role 
in the impe~alist division of labour, as 
power rela~ions in the Near East un­
dergo significant shifts, combined with 
a sense of ;urgency in dealing with 
heightening instability· in Turkey. 
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Map of Turkey showing the location of the main political prisons. 

TURKEY - CAUGHT BETWEEN 
EAST AND WEST 

The ancient city of Istanbul fit:­
tingly bestrides the Bosphorous 
Straits, the ancient border between 
East and West. Indeed, the city now 
looks much like many other urban gi­
ants ·of the Third World: a "Western­
sty le" island of glittering steel and 
glass skyscrapers casts its shadow 
over vast shanty-towns, which pro­
vide refuge for millions from the 
hinterlands of largely "Eastern-style" 
peasant agriculture. However, the po­
sition Turkey occupies, between im­
perialist West and oppressed East, is 
unique. Turkey, though a semi-feudal, 
semi-colonial oppressed country, is a 
key member of NATO, the US imperial­
ist-led military alliance centred in Eu­
rope, and has been a long-standing ap­
plicant fpr membership of the European 
Union too. Indeed, until not much more 
than a century ago, the Ottoman Em­
pire, centred in today's Turkey, ruled 
over substantial parts of Europe itsel[ 

This unique position and history, 
bestriding East and West, fuels gran­
diose fantasies on the part of the Turk­
ish ruling class. They have faithfully 
served their Western imperialist mas­
ters, now mainly the US, for decades, 
and dream of expanding their role as 
regional gendarmes. 

As part of NATO, Turkey had for 
decades been a front-line bulwark 

against the then social-imperialist So­
viet Union. During these years Turkey's 
rulers secured for themselves a spe­
cial place in the Western alliance mili­
tary division of labour, and built up 
what some consider the fourth largest 
army in the world, complete with a 
modern well-equipped air force. With 
the collapse of the USSR, Turkey's rul­
ers were concerned that this position 
would be lost. But the Gulf War saw 
Turkey once again play a key part in 
the Western military effort, offering its 
youth up as cannon-fodder for the im­
perialists. Turkish airfields were a vital 

base for bombing runs against Saddam 
Hussein's regime. Afterwards, Tur­
key's military prowess was again drawn 
on in the Balkans conflict, where it has 
fielded large numbers of troops. 

There have, however, been some 
shifts in Turkey's role since the col­
lapse of the USSR. It now plays a for­
ward role on behalf of the US in estab­
lishing. roots in Central Asia 
(Turkmenistan, Kazakhsta~ Uzbek­
istan, etc.). Its role has been key with 
regard to capturing control of the vital 
oil fields being developed in this re­
gion, ~nd US military aid has been 
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••• So, in short, each one of our comrades and loved ones, at this 

very moment, is in the midst of putting into practice their respon­
sibilities towards our family, people, r~volution and history, along 
with their devotion to self-respect and our values and principles 
written in blood. So in this respect, it is blatantly clear that the 
length of the days and the harshness of the conditions during our 
resistance cannot be put forward as excuses. The task has_~o be 
shouldered; if not, one is going to roll into the quicksand of 
treachery or carry water to the water-mill of tyranny and exploita­
tion by slyly reaching out to the so-called middle road .... So we 
said: Even if one person remains alive in this fight, those who are 
locked onto th~ heavens with determination t6 resist, fight and to 
wi_n will inevitably find themselves embracing the victory dance." 

- from Cafer Tayyar Bektas . . 
(A TKP(ML) Death-fast fighter in ~incan F-type prison, published in Revolutionary Democ-

racy, 16-28 February 200 I. Cafer Bektas has since died In the struggle. 
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stepped up as a consequence. In addi­
tion, in the last few years Turkey has 

4 

strengthened itS relations with the ?i­
onist rulers of Israel, and h~~ow be­
come one of their most important part­
ners in the. region. 

Turkey's regional position. 
Not least of these has been the in­

transigent rebelli~n of the Kurdish . 
masses, concentrated largely in the 
south-east of the country. The Turk­
ish military has been instituting a pro­
gramme of ruthless repression in large 
parts of the country in their efforts to 
subdue the resistan~e forces led by the 
PKK. At the heart of their tactics was 
drying up the "sea of the people" in 
which the guerrillas have tried "to· 
swim": this meant, in short, depopu-

lating much of the Kurdish country­
side to cut off support for the Kurdish 
resistance .. More than 3000 villages 
have been burned to the ground, liter"" 
ally disappearing. Millions of Kurdish 
peasants have been driven into the 

The position of Turkey as a Qul­
wark for imperialism ~ the reg_ion has 
thus been reinforced, not diminished; 
over recent years. The Turkish rulers 
nonetheless face some serious obsta­
cles on their path .. to accomplishing 
their reactionary fantasy of expanding 

. .swelling shanty-towns of Diyarbakir, 
Ankara, Istanbul and the other large 
cities. Despite this, vast areas of Tur­
key remain unsubdued. · 

In 1999, with assistance thought to 
come from the CIA and Israel's 
Mossad, or perhaps both, as well as 

"Let's Dedicate Our Lives to the People's 
25 November 2000 
Whatfollowsistheceremonyspeech through a new and painful period 
given by a TKP(ML) death-fast fighter within the revolutionary war; a period 

in which we are fully engaged so as to 
in Sagmacilar Prison. The ceremony achieve this utopia. . 
was held when the prisoners At the same time, this is a .sharp 
converted their hunger strike into a period, during which the question of 

. . death-fast and formally put on the red what it means to be a revolutionary is 
headbands to denote that they were being re-tested ideologically, politically 

· now on a death-fast. The speech was and organisationally. Every revolution­
originally published in Revolutionary ary individual, organisation or party· 
Democracy. No. 22, 16-3 I December that fails to meet the demands of such 
.2000. (Note: "Trench comrades" · a sharp period will not be able to keep 
refers to comrades from other up with the rhythm of the revolution­
organisations that are inv.olved in the ary wave that is rising on the world 
political prisoners' battle.) stage and thus will either slip and fall 

. or will be left dragging in its wake. 
I salute you all with the strength . The responsibilities that we, the im-

that we ~aw from the international prisoned fighters and political prison­
proletanat and the oppressed peo- ers, are shouldering have further in­
pies of the world. I salute you all with creased as a result of the cell attacks, 

- the strength that we draw from our which are within the framework of the 
scientific ideology, M~isin-Lenin- strategic policies of imperialism and 
ism-Maoism. I salute you all with the fascist dictatorship. The imprisoned 
red colour of the international flag fighters, who have never shown any 
that is rising _frc~m the Andes, Hima- hesitation in shouldering their respon­
layas, Naxalban and the Munzurs. sibilities, are continuing to take up their 

Comrades and trench comrades; responsibilities today. Over the past 
revolution is like the rose-faced baby year, having gone through a series of 
born screaming in tl}e midst of the battles, some small and some large, we 
painful writhing of the woman. At the have now reached the summit of our 
end of a -long and painful revolution- fight to win by undertaking our death­
ary war, we will see the birth qf this fast assault. In scaling this summit, 
rose-faced baby and through a se- some of us have been given the task · 
ries of revolutions, proletarian cul- of fighting in the front lines by our 
tural. revolutions, we· will raise it and parties .... 
ensure its developinent .... all the way Comrades, trench comrades; at this 
until we reach a classless, borderless moment, whilst I am speaking here be­
communist society free from exploi- fore you, I feel just as emotional as I 
tation; that perfect world, the golden felt on the day that I was entrusted 
age of humanity. We are going with this task. I feel the enthusiasm and 

the passion of a guerrilla, a people's 
warrior, pounding the enemy posi­
tions with hundreds of bullets, then 
riot having realised how hot the bar­
rel of his rifle has become, he licks it 
and bums his tongue . 

Wherever we are and in whatever 
conditions, the feeling that we are ex­
periencing is the enthusiasm of the 
guerrilla, which is the product of our 
common spiritQal shaping. This is the 
passion and enthusiasm of locking 
into revolutionary base areas of po­
litical power under our battle-cry: 
"Let's Dedicate our Lives to the.Peo­
ple's War", in defiance of the attack­
ing policies of fascism, which are 
aimed against the political power that 
we hold in our sights. This i~_#le pas­
sion of knowing that we are pound­
ing the very same target that the guer­
rillas are pounding. 

Alexander the Great, when de­
scribing the superiority of his army 
in battle, said: "My soldiers are fight­
ing not to die but to. win." 

For a fighter, this is an important 
point that needs to be grasped. · 
Geronimo, who has taken his place.in 
our souls and in the history of the 
souls of the oppressed, despite not 
having written any books about the 
art of war arid the history of war, 
makes the following statement: "with­
out there being the gate of death, 
there cannot 

1 
be a revolution in the 

wheel of life. ~1' This is also a second 
important p~int that needs to be 
grasped by a revolutionary warrior. It 
is, therefore, necessary to make sac-



more direct help from its long-stand­
ing rivals in the Greek intelligence serv­
ices, Turkey finally managed to cap­
ture PKK leader Ocalan, dealing a sharp 
blow to the Kurdish struggle. The gen­
erals at the heart of the Turkisb power 
structure wanted to follow this up 
quickly and turned their attention to 
another big obstacle looming on their 
path: the thousands cif political pris­
oners. By beating down the political 
prisoners, the imperialist-backed rulers 
of Turkey were hoping to follow up 

War" 
rifices with the coiirage to die for revo­
lution; it is, therefore, necessary to 
mobilise the masses for revolutionary 
war with the courage to die. Conse­
quently, as Comrade Gonzalo, who is 
a prisoner kept in solitary confinement 
in the dungeons of Peru by the Peru­
vian state, says: "it is necessary for 
us to learn to carry our lives on our 
fingertips." 

This is precisely what we are do­
ing today. Our aim is to win, to win by 
fighting .... 

We are revolutionaries, commu­
nist~; this is why we want revolution, 
independence, new-democracy and 
socialism. · 

This is why we are resisting 
.. against the cells, this is why we are 

insisting on revolutionary war. 
... Chairman Mao taught us that 

only he who is not afraid of death by 
a thousand cuts can unseat the em­
peror; and because our leader and 
guide, Ibrahim Kaypakkaya, taught us 
to leap with everything we have into 
the sea of class struggle. 

With this consciousness and 
courage, I .am entering the trenches 
of the death-fast front. I salute you 
with my ·comradely warmth and my . 
feelings of trench-comradeship. I wish 
all of you success in achieving days 

· full of victory. 

Long Live Our Party! 

We will Win, the People will Win, 
the People's War will Win! 

TKP(ML) Death-fast Fighter/ 
Sagmacilar Prison 
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the blow to the Kurdish struggle with broken and the mass movement was 
a punch to these front-line fighters of weak. Therefore, they reasoned, arevo­
the oppressed, intimidating larger lutionary struggle by the prisoners 
ranks· of the sdciety and tightening against the state would be "divorced 
their grip throughout the society in· from the masses". Some reVisionists 
general. · . said it would even be an obstacle to 

The Turkish rulers were not, how- the working class. The pro-Albanian 
ever, operating from a position· of forces a11d others argued that the 
strength. Despite the rulers' preten- "streets should be taken as decisive", 
sions to European status, Turkey is an ·and that struggle centred in the pris­
oppressed country. Many millions of ODS would inevitably fail. Still others 
its people are impoverished peasants preached that this struggle would over-

. tilling the land of absentee landlords shadow the workers' struggles and 
in semi-feudal conditions, while mil- would cause a deviation in the work­
lions of others swell the urban shanty- ers' movement, while yet others said 
towns, providing a constant source of that this struggle would rule out the 
fuel for revol~tionary struggle. street struggles and so did not repre-

Moreover, even as the battle with sent a mass line. This mechanical view 
the political prisoners entered its open- . fixed the prisons as following in the 
ing phases, a new threat to the Turk- wake of the streets, thereby failing to 
ish rulers arose from another quarter. understand that the prisons had be­
The International Monetary Fund come a leading centre ·of the revolu­
(IMF) had concluded that the coun- tionary movement, a front-line symbol 
try's financial situation was deteriorat- of resistance to the regime, and that to 
ing, and required that the ~uthorities unleash the movement in the streets 
take harsh counter-measures. A typi- the prisoners must take a leading role. 
cal IMF austerity programme was im- The position of the prisons on the 
posed: taxes on consumer staples, like front-lines of the revolutionary strug­
petrol, were hiked dramatically and gle was not something that was nec­
social spending was cut. The value of essarily wished for or sought. But·his­
the Turkish lira fell by 50 per cent, mak- tory does not only throw up battles 
ing foreign goods, including many that one might wish to fight, but also 
foodstuffs, prohibitively expensive for battles that one cannot avoid fighting. 
the basic masses. Gross domestic Whatever the desires of the ·different 
product per p~rson is set to fall over "left" forces, the prisons had objec-
20 per cent in one year. As the new tively been thrust into !Qe forefront of 
Minister of the Economy in Turkey is the class war in Turkey. In response to 
himself a former IMF official, many these arguments, the TKP(ML) made 
concluded that imperialist capital was it clear that the state had taken up the 
taking a more direct hand in the affairs task of. liquidating one of the centres 
of the country. Mass protests, includ- of the revolutionary movement. Any 
ing several conducted by business- failure to act at this stage would have 
men, rocked the streets of Istanbul and meant surrendering the !llasses to the 
the other main cities. enemy. 

TWO-LINE STRUGGLE 

The authorities, therefore, had to 
deal with the prisoners' hunger strike 
amidst a situation of mounting social 
turmoil. They had to move very care­
fully. 

For the political prisoners, the de­
cision to launch the hunger strike and 
enter into decisive battle with the re ... 
gime'·s F-type prison plans was taken 
only after intense debate and strug­
gle. Many parties "and organisations 
opposed the initiative oflaunching the 
hunger strike. Some said ft. was 
"adventurist" because the control of 
the reactionary trade unions over the 
labour movement had, as yet, not been 

Other parties and organisations 
also argued that the hunger-strike re­
sistance . should be started only after 
the government storms the prisons. 
Again, the Maoists pointed out that 
the government was hoping to capi­
talise and build on the demoralisation 
and defeatism that inevitably arose in 
the wake of the blows inflicted on the 
PKK, and that the revolutionaries must 
take the initiative, puncture the wave 
of gloom and th~mselves decide the 
timing and conditions- for a battle that 
everyon~ agreed was inevitable. 

The rightist lines influenced the 
f~ct that the supporters of many of 
these parties and organisations did not 
initially join the hunger strike. From the 
beginning, the PKK leadership also 
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pullecf bacic· from this struggle. But 
once the battle was joined and mass 
support developed, the sit.u.ation 
changed.dramatically. 

From ~e beginning, theTKP(ML) 
has linked the political prisonors' fight 
with. th~ larger battle against the re­
gime, and, in particular, with the ne­
cessity . of overthrowing the regime 
through protracted people's war. In the 
countryside, the TKP(~)'s armed 
forces, the.Workers' and Peasants' Lib­
erati<;>n Arniy .of Turkey (TIKKO), had 

... 

carried out .significant anri.ed actions 
in the Black Sea aiea and in the Dersim 
region during ttie months the regime 
was setting its F-type prison plans into 
motion. In January 2000, an~ elite group 
of Turkish security forces had been 
operating in the guerrilla area, seeking 
revenge for an earlier attack in which 
an anny helicopter had been shot down 
and several high-ranking officers, in­
cluding one divisional commander, had 
bee~ killed. Once again the guerrillas 
launched an ambush, this time killing 

Carry the Death-fast 
Resistance,,to ·Victory! 

. ,, .. ' 

three and wounding several others. 
The TIKKO guerrillas issued a state­
ment saying that their action was in 
the service of the.People's War and in 
opposition to government moves to 
institute the F-type prisons. 

The political prisoners themselves 
have raised the battle cry, "Let's Dedi­
cate Our Lives to the People's War!" 
In addition to the abolition of the F­
type prisons, the strikers are also de-. 
mantling an end to the oppression of 
the Kurdish people; abolition of ·the 

// 

Call by the Central Committee.ofthe Communist Party of'Turkey (Marxist-Leninist) 

The fQllowing is a call to the broad. type" prisons. In every comer of the world, waves 
masses· of people in Turkey by the As a result of this p~licy of the fas- of revolutjon are developing and ris­
Communist Party of Turkey (Marxist.:. cist Turkish state, in the· prisons the ing~ This new wave is sc~ng the im­
Leninist). · It was issued in December TKP(ML), DHKPC and TKIP political perialists and the· reactionary ruling 
2000, as the battle hotted up in the days pri~oners have put their bodies into class. This struggle in Turkey is part 
immediately ··preceding the ~e dea~-fast and h~ve s!~ed_a glo- of this new wave. 
government's massive attack on . the .. ~ou~ res1s~ce.1:1te1r. b_ehef m .revolu- With the support of imperialism, in 
political prisoners.· Tens .of thousaods tion is leadmg therr spmt of r~s1stanc~, September 1992, Chairman Gonzalo 
of copies were distributed throug~out and our Party, the_TKP(ML), ts ~ertam (leader of the Communist Party of Peru) 
Turk~yand_in the Turkish"and Kurdish· ,th~t the co~mu!llst and revolutionary was captured by Peru's Fuji1pori re­
immigrant corm:nunities' of Western pnsoners Wl~l.wm.. . . . gime. But imperialism and reaction 
Europe · - · The pohtical pnsoners, who are couldn'tstopth~People'sWarinPeru. 

. · freedom's sun in the prisons, quickly As Gonzalo himself said on 24 Septem-
The process we are now in cle~ly mobilised their families. Revolutionary ber 1992 in his speech from the cage, 
shows that the crisis of the comprador resistance against the state h.as had a this is just a "bend in the mad" of the 
bourgeoisie and big landlords is grow- big impact pn the oppressed masses .. People's War. Just as the Fujimori re­
ing deep, both politically and eeonomi- in a very short time, and has brought gime in Peru has isolated Chairman 
cally. The ruling classes are putting the people into the streets to protest and Gonzalo, the fascist Turkish state 
financial cost for their crisis· onto the fight against the state in cities across wants to isolate the communist and 
backs .0 f the workers, peasants and Turkey. The Turkish state has tried dif- .revolqtionary political- prisoners in 
other oppressed people. . ferent. ~anoeuvres in an unsuccessful Turkey. 

The state wants to ·smash the re- . a~qipt to pacify. the m~ses, but the As Maoists·, the task today is to 
sistance of the democratic demands of .oppressed masses, communists and . fight against collaboratio~ and capitu­
the Kurdish nation and other minori- revolutionaries have been writing his- lation wherever we are, in the process 
ties and to attack the, democratic· de- tory with their biood. · · ot:puilding people's democracy, social-
mands of the workers, peasants and Our }>arty, the TKP(ML), has sa- ism and co:rnmunism, and smashing 
students. · luted the communists and rev~lution- imperi~ism and the reactionary ruling 

The fascist Turkish· state also at- aries' resistance with practical a~tions. ·class. 
tacked the communists and:revolution- In Karadeniz (Black Sea area), in Dersim 
aries w.ho are between the four walls (Kurdistan), iii Marmara (Istanbul area), 
of the prisons, wantjrtg to capture them and abroad the Party has mobilised ~I 
not only physically but also ideologi- its supporters and other masses in or­
cally and politically. There are more der to unite ~ith the struggle of the 
bloody attacks on the political prison- communist and revolutionary prison­
ers now than ever in·the past. For this ers, and the Party has played a crucial. 
re~on they have put forward the "F- role in this struggle everywhere. 

Long Live theDeath-~ast 
Resistancer 
Long Live People's War! 
Glory to our Party TKP(ML), 
Our Anny'JlKKO and Our Youth 
Organisation TMLGB! 



state security courts, which are used 
to railroad political prisoners; and with­
drawal of the IMF economic "reforms", 
which are causing such hardship for 
the masses. 

As the leaders of the revolutionary 
proletariat have all forcefully pointed 
out, any significant step forward inevi­
tably involves fierce struggle against 
wrong lines. Though initially the resist­
ance was not able to unite as broadly 
as might have been hoped, the political 
prlsone·rs were convinced of the just­
ness of their cause, and of the neces­
sity of their action. It would, hqwever, 
ta1ce fierce, protracted struggle and sac­
rifice to prove them right. 

THE BAlTLE IS JOINED 

The hunger strike started on 20 Oc­
tober 2000. For the first month, the 
media adopted an informal ban on 
news of the political prisoners ' resist­
ance. Indeed, no news at all appeared 
in the major media about the hundreds 
of political prisoners on hunger strike. 
The issue was now put squarely on 
the agenda: would the revis ionists 
and social-democrats be proved right, 
would the masses stand aside from 
this battle? The answer was not· long 
incoming. 

II 

On 25 November, 10,000 p~ople · 
marched from the Hippodrome in Is- • 
tan bu I to Apdi Ipekci Park in solidarity 
with the political prisoners' struggle. 
1\vo hundred lawyers marched in legal 
gowns, and nine of them began a hun­
ger strike themselves. Support groups 
were set -up among the different pro­
.fessions: journalists against 'F-type 
prisons, human rights activists against 
F-type pi-isons, and others. Support 

Istanbul, Turkey, 20 December 2000. Demonstration in 

: poured in from every part of the soci­
ety, soon exceeding the expectations 
not only of the revisionists who had 
opposed the action or vacillated, but 
even of the revolutionaries who had 
launched the battle. 

Also in November, inspired by the 
stand of the political prisoners, the 
common prisoners rose up, seized sev­
eral prisons, took guards hostage, and 
demanded, among other things, an end 
to the brutal conditions- in Turkey's 
p·risons. · · 
· The f.amilies of the political prison­

·ers played a particularly key role. They 
maintained continual vigils outside the 
prisons, and some even went on hun­
ger strikes themselves. 

Strong support came from the com-

· munity of several miilion Turkish im­
migrants who are scattered across Eu­
rope, mainly in Germany. Picket lines 
were thrown up at official Turkish sites 
throughout the continent. In Rotter­
dam, a young Turkish m·an who had 
gone on htinger strike in solidarity with 
the political prisoners was stabbed and 
killed by the Grey Wolves, a Turkish 
fascist group. 

The battle was heating up. By early 
December, subsequent waves of po­
litical prisoners had joined the hunger 
strike, and over a hundred had begun 
a death fast. Support demonstrations 
in the streets became scenes of bitter 
street fighting with the police. In Is­
tanbul, police shot and killed a young 
man putting up posters in support of 
the political prisoners. In the Gazi 
O smanpasha district of 'Istanbul , 
TIKKO forces counter-attacked by 
ambushing a police bus carrying anti­
riot forces, killing two and wounding 
lJ. In response, thousands 6f police 
came out' onto the streets to· demon­
strate, waving their guns and demand-

support of political prisoners. 

ing intensified repression. In Ankara, 
a demonstration in support of the po­
litical prisoners turned into a 5-hour 
pitched battle with the fascist Grey 
Wolves and the police. It was the fierc­
est fighting of its kind in the city since 
the 1980s. 

In this escalating situation, govern­
ment officials suddenly agreed to con­
duct indirect negotiations through the 
well-known writer Yashar Kemal and 
other intellectuals. The Minister of Jus­
tice floated the idea that the F-type pris­
ons might be postponed. This was 
clearly a tactic aimed at demobilising 
the political prisoners and their sup­
porters, softening them up for what 
was to come. 

The situation was complicated by 
support for the prisoners corning from 
some intellectuals.and others who were 
arguing from a strictly human rights 
perspective. The resistance of the po­
litical prisoners was in danger of being 
narrowed by these forces, who were 
nonetheless allies, into a discussion 
over "how many square metres" of cell 
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space constituted "a violation· of hu­
man rights" - rather than whether it 
was right to oppose th~ F-fype pris­
ons as the Ieading.,.edge of the reac­
tionary regime's broader agenda. 

This fight for public opinion be­
tween the gove.i:_nment and the revolu­
tionary forces, in paqicular for the sup­
port of the middle forces iri the coun- · 
try, was a struggle for positioning in 
the coming showdown. · · 

THE ATTACK ON THE PRISONS· 

On I 9 December 2000, the Turkish 
authorities assembled a mass.~ye force, 
consisting of police, army and the no­
torious ''Special Team" security 
troops, to carry out a simultaneous at-

. tack on ~e-political prisoners in 20 dif­
ferent prisons scattered across the 
country. Bulldozers punched holes in . 
the prison walls so that the security 
forces could storm in and ripen fire .. 
Sikorsky helicopters hovered over­
head to jam all radio-communications 
between the prisoners and the outside 
world, so that they could cany out their 
vicious plans in secret. 

'. Despi,te the overwhelming military 
force they. faced, the political prison­
ers fought back with heroism and cour­
age. According to eyewitness ac­
counts, the prisoners erected barri­
cades and fought back with simple, 
home-made weapons. They devised 
gas masks from soda-pop bottles, im­
provised slingshots and created Molo­
tov-sty le cocktails from cooking gas. 
Despite the security forces' military 
superiority, they suffered the loss of 
several members and were repeatedly 
repulsed before the eyes of the entire 
world. "A Diary of Gebze Prison", an 
account by some of the women pris­
oners in Gebze Prison, gives some 
sense of the fighting that took place 
on that day. 

As they carried out this cowardly 
attack, the Turkish regime attempted to 
tighten their control of information 
about the battle by prohibiting journal­
ists from coming within a mile of the 
prisons. The Turkish State Security 
Court issued a decree banning "exces­
sive" coverage of the attack on the pris­
oners or of the protests in the streets. 
At the same time, they unleashed -~ 

flood oflies and disinformation to cover 
their bloody tracks~ claiming that the pris- ... 
oners burned themselves, whereas one 
of the bloodier crimes of the security 
forces was to cut a hole in one of the 
prisons (Bayrampasa) in Istanbul, and 
pour petrol onto the women prisoners 
below. This was laterconfinned not only 
by one of the women prisoners, but also 
by some of the nm '\es in the hospital 
treating the injured. Yet the T jfkish re­
gime shamelessly called their military 
attack on the prisons "Operation Re­
store Life"! 

Despite the much superi9r fire­
power of the state f9rces, the political 
prisoners held out for many hours eve­
rywhere, and in some of the prisons for 
over a day. This g(,lye precious time for 
thousands of supporters to take to the 
streets. The London-based Committee 
to Stop the Repression of Political Pris­
oners in turkey reported: "Street pro­
tests against the government's vicious 
attack erupted into violent confronta­
tions with police and the Grey Wolf fas­
cist forces in Ankara, Istanbul, Adana, 
Izmir and several other cities. Youth and 
m~mbers of the prisoners' families 

"You Have the_ Support of People Around the World" 

From Rossoperaio (a Maoist newspa­
per in Italy) June2001: 
"In Italy many sit-ins and other street 
initiatives in front of consulates and 
other offices representing the Turkish 
regime took place in the days follow­
ing the massacre. They have demon­
strated the internationalist unity and 
high consciousness among the Italian 
communists, revolutionaries and anti­
imperialists of the importance of the 
struggle of the prisoners against their 
isolation . ., Following the 19 Decem­
ber attack on the Turkish prisons, pro­
tests took place in 23 cities around 
Italy. The ~omrades of Rossoperaio 
and others organised meetings in five 
cities, including a demonstration in 
Milan on 23 December. Several hun­
dred people, including relatives of the 

·political prisoners, confronted the Ital­
ian police in front of the Turkish con­
sulate, held a minute of silence to hon­
our the fallen martyrs, and sang The 
Internationale. 

Dublin, Ireland: A number of picket 
lines have been held in front of the Turk­
ish Embassy in Ireland in solidarity with 
the political prisoners. The Turkish hun­
ger strike has struck a particularly deep 
chord in Ireland. A little over 20 years 
ago, "the British government incarcer­
ated hundreds of Irish republican fight­
ers on the flimsiest of grounds under 
new "internment" laws. The Irish politi­
cal prisoners struck back, launching a 
hunger strike. Bobby Sands, a young 
revolutionary poet and the most well . 
known of the prisoners on hunger strike, 
defiantly ran for election to the British 
Parliament from his prison cell, and, 
against all expectations, won. The Brit­
ish establishment was shocked and 
outraged, but nonetheless refused to 
back down. Sands gave his life, but a 
wave of solidarity and struggle by the 
masses in Ireland and around the world 
eventually forced the British govern­
ment to back down and withdraw the 
vicious internment laws. 

Excerpt from a statement by the Revo­
lutionary Worker, voice of the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party, USA: 
"As Maoist revolutionaries in the belly 
of the US imperialist beast, we stand 
firmly with the oppressed people of 
Turkey and with the revolutionary sis­
ters and brothers of the Communist 
Party of Turkey (Marxist-Leninist). Our 
struggles may be on opposite sides of 
the earth - but we are comrades in the 
world proletarian revolution. 
"We know that the political prisoners 
in Turkey ·are in a dangerous battle. 
The Turkish regime is vicious a'nd 
bloody - they have learned well from 
their imperialist masters - and they 
hav~1 launched many cowardly assaults 
on the political prisoners. 
"But people around the world have 
seen and have been inspired by the 
determined and heroic resistance of 
Tur~by's political prisoners. As they 
face' the latest attacks from the oppres­
sorsl 1 the revolutionary brothers and 
sisterls in Turkey's dungeons have the 
support of people around the worlci." 



played a key part in inspiring many 
others to join in attacking the police 
armoured cars with stones and Molo­
tov cocktail s. In Istanbul 's Taksim 
Square, 2,000 people fought a pitched 
battle lasting an hour and a half. The 
head of the police in Istanbul is report­
ing that the Workers and Peasants Lib­
eration Arrriy of Turkey, led by the 
Communist Party of Turkey (Marxist­
Leninist), has carried out another am­
bush on Turkish security forces. On 
20 December, in Okmeydani , an Istan­
bul shantytown, the guerrilla forces 
trapped a police car and wounded two 
policemen. A local office of the notori­
ous Grey Wolves was also attacked, 
with one fascist killed and two seri­
ously wounded." 

Ultimately, the security forces 
used their overwhe lming military su­
periority to re-take the prisons, and 
the n carried out bloody reprisals. 
Many prisoners were immediate ly 
transferred to the F-type prisons. Am­
nesty Internationa l reported that the 
security forces me ted out beatinos 

b 

and torture before, during and after 
the transfers. Amnesty also reports 

Several banners of support were sent 
from the US to Turl{ l'Y· Above is one 
from the ghettos of Chicago to the politi­
cal prisoners in Turkey. It is pictured here 
amidst a gathering of Turkish immigrants 
in Europe, on its way to the streets of 
Istanbul.. 

From the Union ofCommwtists of Iran 
(Sarbedaran), December 2000 
"Your cal l te ll s the world that the 

that some prisoners have not been 
seen or heard from since the time of 
the attack on the prisons. 

The 19 December battle was sharp 
testimony to the fighting spirit qf the 
striking pri-soners. If the Turki sh rulers 
had any illusions that they could break 
the spirit of the political prisoners, 
these have been dashed. A lawyer for 
the political prisoners reported in the 
aftermath of the 19 December attack 
that, "All those that were on the hun­
ger strike are continuing. Many of them 
are in a critical condition. Most of them 
were injured in the raids .... " Indeed, 
since then many hundreds of othe r 
political pri soners , who had been 
stirred by the heroic resistance of 19 
December, have joinec;l the ranks of 
those on hunger strike. Following this 
decisive struggle most of the poli tical 
organisations that previously opposed 
the hunger-strike res istance have 
joined in the struggle. 

THE FIGHT CONTINUES -----
In Lhe months since the December 

attack, the hunger strike has contin-

.• ·,,. ..;,J.dui}.. 
t-1\.Jfr.J • 

~~~~~~1 t. 

masses or people in Turkey and their 
com 1111: 11 i ~ t and revolutionary sons 
and daughte rs w ill not permit the 
Yankee imperialists and their lackeys 
to stahilise and strengthen this military 
base ·o contro l and supp ress the 
struggle of the peopl~ in this region, 
to prevent the rise of the new emerging 
wave of world revol ution, to ensure 
stabi li ty and calm for the. enemies of 
the proletcu·iat and the people." • 
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ued, and a number of other political 
prisoners have given their lives. The 
political prisoners are continuing their 
fight under even more arduous condi­
tions. Support has remained strong in 
Turkey and abroad. In London, on 
hearing the news of the 19 December 
attack, 50 supporters seized the Lon­
don Eye, a gigantic 40-story high Ferris 
wheel on the River Thames, stopping 
operations for half a day. Thousands 
marched through Gennany and in many 
other c ities across Europe. 

One of the virtues of big battles is 
that they more clearly sort out friends 
and enemies. The European powers had 
previously made a big show of demand­
ing that Turkey " improve its human 
rights record". In the wake of the 19 De­
cember attack, the US and European dip­
lomats in Istanbul "regretted" the meth­
ods used in the attack, but then fully jus­
tified it, saying that it was of course "nec­
essary" for Turkey to regain control of 
the country's prisons. Turkey continues 
to be one of the largest recipients of us 
militruy aid in the world. 

Unfortunately, some human rights 
organisations didn't do much better: 
Human Rights Watch, which had done 
much to expose the F-type prisons and 
raise issues of their violation of inter­
national human rights, outrageously 
s ta ted that " the Ju stice Mini stry 
should clearly not be intimidated by 
the threat of hunger strikes or prison 
unrest from taking the right path of ac­
tion in prison management" - thus turn­
ing upside down the truth about who 
,!Vas exercis ing torture, beatings and 
compulsion to " intimidate" whom. 

Voices were raised in some quar­
ters, particularly from those who had 
held back from launching this battle in 
the first place, proclaiming that the 
government's attack had constituted 
the defeat of the political prisoners. A 
statement by the TKP(ML) Bureau 
Abroad scornfully rebuked this view: 
"We know this line, for of course those 
who have limited themselves to get­
ting some temporary rights from the 
ruling classes cannot and do not want 
to see the ideological and political vic­
tory that has indeed been won. There 
are never solid guarantees for conces­
sions captured from the system." 

The Committee of the Revolution­
ary Internationalist Movement (RlM) 
proudly declared to the comrades in 
Turkey's prisons following the 19 De­
cember battle: "Comrades: Your strug­
gle has handed the enemy a political 
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and ideological .defeat. The bombs, 
helicopters and assault rifles of the 
rurkish staie ffilled. Audacious revo­
lutioliary""Struggle and unwavering 
confidence in the masses and our com­
munist cause was advanced. We are 
confident that you will continue to 

· fight to tum Turke)C's prisons into shin­
ing· trenches of combat. The revolu­
tionary masses and their Maoist van­
guard parties and organisations around 
the .world draw inspiration from your 
fight and stand shoulder to shoulder 
With you." 

Bourgeois commentators ~egard 

. . . ~ . 
·'. 

the prisoners' struggle with a mixture 
-of contempt and incomprehension. 
~They are unable to understand a. per­
spectjye that doesn't enshrine an in­
dividual's own well-being as the high­
est good, where one's deepest alle­
giances go beyond a person's self and 
immediate family and embrace not only 
those who stand shoulder to shoulder 
with them in a common fight, not only 
the uriknown thousands who tomor­
row could face imprisonment at the 

_ hands of the Turkish state, brit also 
the broader ranks of the oppressed in 
Turkey and around the world. By 

..... 

putting their lives on the line, the com­
rades in Turkey who have been mar­
tyred or who fac~ death today have 
exposed to the world the reactionary 
plans of the Turkish state to crush the 
political prisoners and deal a decisive 
blow to the revolutionary struggle in 
that country. Their self-sacrificing 

·struggle has certainly contributed to 
the. advance of the revolutionary strug­
gle there. 

In the subsequent months, the 
Turkish authorities have declared that 
they are granting some reforms in an 
effort to wind down the fight that is 

A Diary of Gebze Prison 
The following is an account of what 
happened in just one of the prisons, 
Gebze, when the government stormed 
the prisons on 19 December 2000~. It 
was originaJly published in Revolutionary 
Democracy (No. I, 16-28 February 
200 I), ynderthe title "Diary of Gebze", 
and was written by femaJe prisoners, 
comrad~ of the Communist P~ of 
Turkey (Marxist-Leninist). 

During pitch darkness, just before 
dawn, the owners of darkness came 
forward once again. There is no need 
to calculate how many times they canie 
like this before, as each previous ar­
rival has.already taken its place in th~ 
annal~ of history. 

We knew that this arrival was go­
ing to be different to all the previous 
arrivals. We knew fascism on its death­
bed would attack us in a more frantic 
manner and ask us to surrender, but 

. has ~yone ever seen us surrendering 
to thein? So when we were woken from 
our sleep, we were aware of the kinds 
of thfu.gs that we could expect to expe-

. rience. Despite all their viciousness, we 
were certain, as certain as is the dawn, 
that, just like those before us, we would 
place an anecdot~ in the new pages of 

-fth~Iifstory books. We confronted them 
oi{thei~ afrlval with our slogans, we· 
w~~ declaring to all our love<f qnes 

,.atfd to humanity as a. whole· that we 

would never surrender. 
We jumped from our Qeds as \our 

comrade, who· was on lookout duty, · 
chanted the slogan "Long l::.ive Our 
Barricade Resistance!" The soldiers 
were storming the prison through the 
entrance doors. Barricades were 
erected in no time. All the preparations 
were completed. Within two minutes 
the soldiers had taken their positions 
on the rooftops, and they were wait­
ing. with their weapons pointing to-· 
wards the dormitories. As they entered 
the main corridor they shouted: "We 
are coming, if you have anywhere to 
run, run ... Allah! Allah!" They open~d 
fire on our comrades who were on look­
out duty in the main corridor. At that 
point our comrade was injured in his 
leg with a bullet that came out of a G-3 
rifle. Under heavy fire, other comrades 
managed to. erect a barricade 'at a cer­
tain part of the main corridor. Soldiers 
couldn't pass the barricades, so they 
started throwing bombs through the 
holes they had made through the roofs 
and ceilings. As the excessive build­
up of gas fumes filled the air, comrades 
at the barricades were gasping for clean 
air through the side windows. Ken~ 
Tayboran went.into a coma after ~e · 
injury he sustained on his head from 
somef:bing that was thrown. throu$~ 
the wmdow; nobody ~<?WS wheth¢r 
it was a bomb or a bullet. ·He. was· 

brought into the dormitory by o"Ur 
comrades, he had no pulse and we 
couldn't get any reading of his blood 
pressure. With difficulty one of our 
comrades, who was a doctor, brought 
him back to life.... ' 

The comrades, trench comrades 
[comrades from other organisations 
involved in the battle] and other 
friends from the n~n~b, twelfth and 
tenth dormitories, who· had managed­
to erect barricades in part of the main 
corridor, were continuing their resist­
ance at their barricades and were 
quickly abandoning the barricades that 
they could no longer hold and reas­
sembling at another point. New barri­
cades were erected until friends/com'­
rades from the ninth and tenth dormi­
tories were cornered, at which point 
countless numbers of smoke and gas. 
bombs were thrown at th~m and pep­
per gas was sprayed at them.... · -

The resistance in the male dormi­
tories lasted for 12hours, until the cap­
ture of the death-fast resisters; it then 
continued in the women's dormitories. 
We [the women] were giving support 

· to our comrades with the slogans we 
were chanting and revolutionary an­
thems we were singing at the bani ... 
cades, until nightfall. Wh~n they 
headed towards our section, the num­
bers Qf soldiers on. the rooftops had ' 

· increased dramatically. They were try-



continuing against them, but they are 
trying to hold out from stepping back 
further. The political prisoners' strug­
gle conti nues to inspire protest 
marches, hunger strikes and other ex­
pressions of support throughout the 
country and abroad. On May Day, sup­
port for the political prisoners was one 
of the main demands of the 20,000 peo­
ple who marched through Istanbul in 
defiance of the police. 

The fact .that such a powerful revo­
lutionary struggle erupted right in the 
dungeons where the enemy is supposed 
to be strongest has given new heart to 

ing to enter by dismantling the barri­
cades. Having destroyed the barri­
cades behind the doors, they entered 
the empty fourth dormitory. Following 
a brief period of the usual search, they 
starting ransacking the place, esp~­
cially smashing electronic goods, and 
they ripped female underwear and hung 
it on the cupboards. They then headed 
towards the eighth dormitory. Having 
loosened the supports to the barricade, 
they managed to make a hole just large 
enough for bombs to be thrown in, and 
they started throwing gas bombs re­
peatedly inside the dormitory. Com­
rades were stuffing the barrels of the 
rifles poking through. the barricades 
with specially made wooden pegs. 
Meanwhile, slogans and revolutionary 
anthems continued without pause. As 
bombs started to be thrown through 
the canteen window, the barricade be-

. low was abandoned and a new barri-

million~ and showed that through strug­
gle under a correct line and with a lofty 
perspective the world can be changed. 
The spirit of Mao - "nothing is difficult 
in this world if you .dare to scale the 
heights" - is one that the political pris­
oners have truly embodied. 

Ev#n when this battle was in its ini­
tial stages, the RIM Committee observed 
prophetically, "As the political prison­
ers enter this dangerous battle, the eyes 
of millions will be on them, and the 
hearts of the oppressed the world over 
will beat with theirs. Much is at stake. 
In pre-revolutionary Russia, Lenin's 

IS 

Bolshevik Party led. the political pris­
oners to tum every effort of the·reac­
tionary government to contain the po­
litical prisoners into an advance for the 
revolution - dispersing the prisoners 
only created more schools of revolu­
tion in new areas, while concentrating 
them only turned the existing prisons 
into mighty fortresses of resistance. So 
too in Turkey, the government will 
learn - only too late - that its vicious 
suppression of the prisoners, instead 
ofleading to social peace, will prove to 
be a spark igniting even greater battles 
to come."• 

Bayrampasa Prison - Istanbul, 
after 19 December 2000 attack. 

cade was erected at the 
door of the dormitory on 
the next floor up. The bar­
ricade on this floor be­
came the target of similar 
attacks. Since we didn't 
have anywhere else to go, 
we all stood together with 

our arms interlinked and continued to 
chant our slogans. The smoke inside 
was so dense that we could not see 
anything. When they entered, they re­
peatedly threw bombs to the exact 
point where we were standing with our 
arms interlinked. Some comrades 
fainted due to the gas fumes; others 
were still semi-conscious and chant­
ing slogans as they tried to hold them­
selves up. They started pouring water 
on us and beating us with truncheons 
in order to separate each of us from 
the others .... 

Having separated us, they then 
started pulling us along the corridors 
lined with awai ting sadists on each 
side, who beat us as we passed. We 
were then dragged to the top of the 
stairs and thrown to the floor below. 
Meanwhile, we were being beaten to a 
point close to. death and sexual.ly as­
saulte~ [in various ways] .... 

Having taken each one of us to the 
courtyard, they then attempted to iden­

- tify the death-fast resisters. We replied 
by saying: "We are all on death-fast, if 
you want to take us, take us all." .... 

"I:wenty-eight people [from differ­
ent revolutionary organisations], who 
were staying in dormitory number eight 
and were awaiting trial, have all suf­
fered medical problems, such as: tis­
sue trauma, bruising, medium-scale 
brain trauma, bone fractures, joint dis­
locations and vaginal bleeding. De­
spite ·these problems they have been 
denied medical treatment, as all our 
rights have been usurped ... . 

Yes, they came again; they took 
away the lives of tens of our loved ones 
by using the most vicious methods, 
but they could not take away their ide­
ology and their hearts. Those who fell 
have already been replaced by others; 
whilst those who have red headbands 
on their foreheads are continuing to 
make history in the cells. 

The owners of darkness will be 
brought to their knees, sooner or later. 
We will win! 
- TKP(ML)female prisoners awaiting 
trial 
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To the Revolutj_onary Poli;tical 
Prisoners of turkey on Hunger Strike 

28 December 2000 
Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

Dear Comrades, 

On behalf of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (Ril\1) and its participating par­
ties and organisations, we send our warmest revolutionary communist greetings to you who 
have led a daring and audacious struggle against the reactionary state of Turkey and made 
the prisons a shining trench of re.volutionary combat. The international communist move-

. ment, and especially RIM, hold dear, with deep sentiments, the memory of the comrades of 
the Communist Party of Turkey (Mantj~t-Leninist)-TKP(ML)-and the other revolution­
ary political prisoners who laid down tlieir lives !n the r~ent prison struggles for the cause 
of revolution~ · · 

Comrades, your struggle was a crucial battle at this juncture in the life of your country. The 
ruling ~lasses of Turkey, with the assistance of their imperialist masters, want to c.onsoli'­
date their state and crush the revolutionary sentiments and struggles of the oppressed 

~ masses. After the capture of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) leadership, the Turkish 
§ . state was dreaming of crushing the revolutionary will of the political prisoners. But you 
~ turned this dream into a nightmare for ~e reactionaries and capitulators. This righteous 
~ battle brought fresh air-to the masses. It mspired tens of thousands of the young generation 
~ who are stepping into revolutionary life. This struggle has served the People's War in 
9 Turkey and advanced the cause of overthrowing the reactionaries and imperialists. Inter­
~ nationally it has had the effect of raising the flag of resistance, which so urgently needs to­
:ii· become more visible in many parts of the world. 
~ 

Ril\1 is especially proud of this struggle because one of its participating parties, the TKP(ML), · 
played a key and central role in. staging and leading this struggle with a correct line and with 
revolutionary perseveranc.e. The reactionary state, with the help of the imperialists, tried 
hard to smother the hunger.strike in state-imposed silence. Finally, in desperation, on 19 
December 2001 they cowardly used the army to attack 20 of their own prisons to re-gain 
control. It was tremendously inspiring for the masses of the world to see that even in the 
darkest dungeons of this brutal regime one can deal blows to the enemy if the flag of 
resistance and struggle is held high. 

Comrades, your struggle has handed the enemy a political and ideological defeat. The:'. 
bombs, helicopters 3;11d assault rifles of the Turkish state failed. Audacious revolutionary 
struggle and unwavering confidence in the masses and our communist cause was ad- : 
vanced. We are oonfident that you will continue to fight to tum Turkey's prisons into shining · 

· trenches of combat. The revolutionary masses and their Maoist vanguard parties and or­
ganisations around the world draw inspiration from your·fight and stand shoulder to shoul- ; 
der with you. 

Down with the Reactionary State of Turkey and Its Imperialist Masters! 
Red Salute to the Memory of the Fallen Comrades! 
Long Live Proletarian Internationalism! 
Yasasin TKP(ML) and UKKO! Long Lil'e RIM! 

I I 

-
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The Declaration of the Revolutionary 

& ·Internationalist Movement 

Long· Lfve Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! 

Signatories of the Declaration of the Revolutionary InternatiOnalist Movement and 
Participating Organisations in ~: · 

• Ceylon Communist Part)' (Maoist) 

• Communist Party of Afghanistan 

• Communist Par.ty of Bangladesh (Marxist-Leninist) [BSD(ML)J 

• Communist Party of Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)* 

• Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

•• Communist Party of Peru 

• Communist Party of Turkey Marxist-Leninist [TKP MLl 

• Maoist Communist Party [Italy] 

• Marxist-Leninist Communist Organisation of Tunisia ... Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla {PBSP) [Bangladesh] 

• Revolutionary Communist Group of Colombia 

• Revolutionary Communist Party, USA 

* See this issue for the founding documents of the Communist Party of Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist,. · 

In addition to the above list of those whose participation in the Movement .bas ~.en publicly announced 
by the Committee, a number of other organisations work closely with the Movement to advance its cause 
and build and strengthen vanguard communist organisations. · 

A new Eclition of the Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement including Long Live 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! is now available in English ~d Spanish. 

The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement has been printed in over 20 languages: 
Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Creole, Danish, English (two editions, Indian and US), Farsi, French, German, 
Gujarati, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Kannada, Kurdish, Malayalam, Nepalese, Punjabi, Spanish (four editions 
-Colombian, Peruvian, Sp~ish and US), Tamil, Turkish. Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! is also 
available in many of the above languages. -

Order From: BCM RIM, WClN 3XX, London, UK 
New Edition English and Spanish: £2 (plus £1 postage) 
Other Languages: Declaration: £2 Long Live MLM: £1 (plus £1 postage) 
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Peru 

The Regime­
Changes 

The People's 
War Fights on 
The People's War in Peru, which 

began in 1980, continues today to hold 
high the red flag of revolution. Despite 
what Communist Party of Peru (PCP) 
Chairman Gonzalo called a "bend in the 
road" following his capture in 1992, it 
is clearly still holding out. This is re­
flected in the a.ccompanying list of 90 
People's War acti~ns during the most 
recent five-month period (6 January to 
3 June 200 I). 

These actions indicate: continuing 
confrontations with the reactionary 
armed forces, and mass work by the 
People's Liberation Army, in various 
forms, in several regions of the coun­
try. These areas include: the depart­
ment of Ayacucho, where the peasant 
war under the leadership of the Party 
began , in both highl and areas and 
along the Apurfmac River basin lead-. 
ing north into the jungles; the eastern­
central departments of Cerro de Pasco 
and Junfn; the Huallaga River valley, 
long an important stronghold for the 
People's War; the northern depart­
ments of Piura and Lambayeque; and 
Lima, the capital itself. 

The interim government that fol­
lowed the collapse of the Fuj imori re­
gime attached no less importance than 
its predecessor to trying to wipe out 
the People's War. Red Sun indicates 
that this government mounted some 
50 "anti-terrorist" operations in the first 
six months of 200 l. The hunting down 
and imprisonment of suspected revo-. 
lu(ionaries continues. The PCP, for its 
part, has given great attention ·to ex­
posing and opposing the transitional 

government and its elections, which 
were intended to install a successor to 
Fujimori who was less widely discred­
ited. The Party's work to mobi lise the 
masses through the People's War and 
build an elections boycott ~novement 
peaked at the time of the two election 
rounds, 8 April and 3 June 200 I. Ac­
cording to a Peruvian Am1ed Forces 
report published in Caretas magazine, 
during the first week of April the PCP 
carried out I 14 actions, throughout the: 
countryside, call ing on the people to 
boycott the elections. 

Alejandro Toledo's "victory" was 
inevitable, since covering him with the 
mantle of a "popular mandate" was the 
only purpose of these elections. (As 
people in Latin America have long said 
about elections, there is only one vote 
that really counts - and it is c&st in 
Washington.) But paradoxically, To­
ledo sank further and further in the 
popularity polls even as he edged out 
the other candidates during the first 
round in April. According to an early 
report (most likely understated), in the 
3 June 200 I run-off election 18.5 per 
cent of voters refused to go to the pol ls 
at all , even though this is iJJegal and 
can have seri ous consequences in 
Peru, and a further 13 per cent cast 
blank or spoiled ballots - totalling al­
most a third ofthe people registered to 
vote. Both Peruvian and North Ameri­
can media outlets treated this as a dis­
astrous beginning for the new govern­
ment. Un like previous elections, this 
time it was also the reactionary forces 
I inJ<ed to the former regime that tried to 

\ 

\ 
\ 
\ 
\. 

capitalise on popular discontent by 
callina for blank ballots, but nonethe­
less th~ discontent is undeniable, pow­
erfu I and dangerous to the ruling 
classes as a whole. 

In the capital, where during much 
of the last decade death squads have 
murdered people merely for leafleting, 
the distribution of PCP leaflets calling 
for an election boycott was greeted as 
a sianificant event. Leafleting was re­
ported, among other place.s, at. ~an 
Marcos and La Cantuta u111 vers1bes, 
the La Victoria factory worker district, 
schools in popular areas and some of 
the biaaest shanty towns. 

Th~
0

Peruvian media and politicians 
are debating whether or not there is a 
"resurgence of activity by Shining 
Path" (as they refer to the PCP). Some 
pro-Fuj imori forces emphasise the 
number of recent actions in an effort 
to hold the new government responsi­
ble, whi lst others claim that putting an 
end to the People's War is a "job left 
pending" by the former regime, which 
is accused of covering up ,continuing 
Maoist actions to achieve the "pacifi­
cation" by propaganda that it could 
not achieve in the actual fight against 
the PCP on the ground. The May bomb­
in a of the National Elections Board in 
Li~a had a strong impact on this argu­
ment. 

The truth is that these recent ac­
tions clid not appear out of nowhere. 
For example, it is worth recalling that 
government offensives ag~ins t the 
People's Liberation Army (PLA) were 
beaten back in several areas in Octo-



ber 1999, following the capture of 
Comrade Feliciano, who headed the 
PCP Central Committee after Chainnan 
Gonzalo's arrest. In one ferocious bat­
tle in the jungles of Ayacucho, the PLA 
shot down the helicopter carrying the 
commander who had been in charge of 
the operations against Comrade 
Feliciano. A subsequent government 
attempt to take over the· area was de­
feated in April 200Q.: when another heli­
copter was hit by PLA fire. In Febru­
ary 2001 an armed forces helicopter was 
downed while supplying a military base 
in Huanta, Ayacucho, a storm centre 
of the People's War since very early 
on. Hel.icopters ·have been central to 
the government's military strategy, 
and, until these incidents, few had been 
hit. 

The ability of the People's War's 
to persev~re, and its existence as a ban­
ner to rally uncompromisin'g revolu­
tionary opposition to the ·ruling 
classes, is of enormous importruwe at 
a time when the ruling circles are en­
gaged in fierce combat amongst them­
selves, and when all sources indicate 
a soaring sense of disillusionment 
among the middle classes with all of 
the ruling class representatives. Most 
importantly, an incontestable rebirth of 
political activity and struggle is taking 
place among lower sections of the 
masses, who have been kept under an 
iron heel for the last decade. In this 
situation, it is the government and its 
imperialist backers that have the most 
to lose and the Maoist revolution that 
has the most to gain. 

The politicalcrisis, which reached 
a fever pitch when Fujimori was driven 
from office," is still far from under con­
trol. The contradictions within Peru's 
ruling classes, which led fp·the us de­
cision to cut the strings to its puppet 
and let him come crashing down, are 

'not so easily resolved. They interpen­
etrate with other contradiction&, includ­
ing the mass, often violent, outpour­
ings of protest in the streets that ef­
fectively overturned Fujimori 's US-ap­
proved re-election' last year, and the 
People's War itself. 

In fact, it is not clear yet whether 
the US will benefit from dropping 
Fujimori or whether it simply risks even 
greater political exposure once the "lid" 
has been taken off the political pot. A 
Washington Post article ( 11 May 2001) 
describes a dilapidated Lima prison 
courtyard crawling with dozens of in­
carcerated Fujimori-appointed. army 
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and intelligence officials, including 18 cause they were behind it Fujimori, 
generals now facing charges for drug Montesinos, Hermoza Rios, etc., were 
dealing and other crimes. As these lack- handpicked (Fujimori from his career 
eys themselves bitterly point out, they as an obscure academic, Montesinos 
were in daily contact with their official from the ~h bin) to do a job: to serve 
US counterparts. The former head of and protect the prevailing ecpnomic 

· the armed forces joint chiefs of staff, and social system in Peru and espe­
Nicolas Hermoza Rios,. was an honours cially US domination of Peru, and 
graduate of the notorious US Army above all to stop the People's War. H 
School of the Americas torture acad- they needed drug profits as part of the 

.. emy in Fort Benning, Georgia. · political glue that held their reaction.­
. ·VIadimiro Montesinos, the key player . ary war machine together, Washington 
on Peru's political scene after (or was comfortable with that, even if 

· alongside) Fujimori, was a CIA asset those drugs destroyed millions of lives. 
for decades and met personally and Their worst crimes were not those for 
often with Clinton's White House drug .which they were removed from office 
czar General Brian McCaffery, General but the murder, rape and torture that 

. Wilhelm of the US Southern Command, they unleashed upon the masses and 
the US ambassador to Peru and many the Maoists in their filthy colinter­
other US bigshots.· They all routinely revolutionary war. 
defended Montesinos to the press. Although .~t seems likely that the 
Now CIA and other US officials, past US .at least allowed and perhaps or-· 
and present, would like to claim igno- ganised Montesinos' flight abroad, he 
ranee that their favourite Latin Ameri- was forcibly returned to Peru -in June 
can regime was the world's biggest when it became apparent that the new 
drug cartel. Thls is worse than ludi- regime'sinabilitytoputhimontrialwas 
crous, and not just because many of ·a major source of political inStability. It 
the basic facts were often reported in seems politically impossible for the 
the world press, including in these new regime to cover up all the crimes 
pages. Montesinos was their man for of the old regime without weakening· . 
decades, on the CIA payroll at least itself ~er. All sorts of crimes against :ti.. 
since the. 1970s, when he was kicked the people have come. to light, and ~ 
out of the Peruvian army for selling outrage has forced some high-level i 
secrets to the US, at which point he indictments. Two of the most impor- 6 
openly set up shop as a drug lawyer tant cases so far concern two notori- a 
and organised crime confidant. ous death squad massacres commit- § 

For 20 years, whoever held the ted in the early years of the Fujimori ~ 
posts of US ambassador and US "drug regime: the l99 l execution of a court- f!' 
czar" never missed an opportunity to yard full of slu~ ~wellers at a fund- ~ 
publicly express confidence in Fujimori raising ·barbecue for the illegal news- ~ 
arid Montesinos. While all the-reasons paper El Diario in the Lima Barrio Alto 
for their sudden fall from US grace are neighbourl;lood, and tb.e kidnapping· 
not clear, they probably include the fact and murder of. students· and a teacher 
that Fujimori and Montesinos and their suspec;.ted of pro-People's Wal' graffiti 
methods had left the United States with and other activities at La Cantuta Uni-
too narrow a base within the Peruvian versity. The memories of these two 
ruling classes, and had fueled a mass crimes remain deeply burned in the 
outrage that could only favour condi~ consciousness of millions of Peruvi­
tions for the People's War. In short, ans. Even iii the darkest days of the 
their main and perhaps only crime in Fujimori clampdown, relatives of the 
the eyes of the US seems to have been victims and others risked their lives 
that they outlived their usefulness. (sometimes even in the streets) to de-
And just as Fujimori 's initial election mand justice .. No matter what happens 
and subsequent "self-coup", dissolv- in the courts, this is not a situation that 
ing parliament, the judiciary, etc., were the ruling cla~s~s and imperialists can 
carried out with full US approval, so easily resolve to their benefit. 
too his being driven out of office an~. Once again, despite the twists and 
out of the country and his su~sequent turiis in the People's Wal' in Peru, its 
replacement by the "made-in-the- persistence and advance still holds the 
USA" Toledo were also fully sup- key to the future of Peru, ·and it is a 
ported by the :l;JS. source of hope and inspiration for the 

The truth is that all along the US oppressed all over the world. · • 
knew exactly what was g<?ing o.n be-
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Th·e 
Unstoppable 

People's 
War 

What follows is a list of some People's 
War actions in Peru from January to 
early June 200 I reported in the Peruvian 
local and national reactionary press. It 
was compiled by the editors of Red Sun, 
a publication of supporters of the PCP 
abroad, and has been slightly edited for 
publication here. The superscript 
number following each action refers to 
the location of the action on the 
accompanying map. -AWTW 

JANUARY 

6 January 2001: Action by the Peo­
ple' s Libe rati on Army (PLA), in 
Tocache province, department of San 
Martfn. 1 

12 January: Two National Police non­
commissioned officers are ambushed 
in the village of Chicrfn, Yaruscayan 
district, Pasco. The PLA confiscates 
their weapons. 2 

27 January: Night-time confrontation 
between the PLA and the reactionary 
armed forces in the Bajo Pacae sector, 
Juan Jose Crespo di stric t, Leoncio 
Prado province.3 

FEBRUARY 

PLA intercepts a bus in the hamlet 
Los Olivos, at the 24 kilometre mile­
stone of the Carretera Marginal road­
way, and annihilates a collaborator.4 

15 February 2001: PLA incurs ion in 
the haml et E l Progreso, Ch iclayo, 
near the border of the departments 
of Piura and Lambayeque. to mobi­
li se the masses and carry out peo-

"Long Live the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement!" 
Painting done by political prisoners in Peru,before the "Day of 
Heroism" in 1986, when 300 were killed by government 
troops. 

pie 's trials in the area. 5 

18 February: In a spectacular feat, the 
PLA downs a military helic0pter in the 
Vi sca ta n a rea, Huanta prov in ce, 
Ayacucho, annihilating a sergeant and 
wounding a lieutenant. The army heli­
copter was attacked whilst supplying 
the Monjapata military base, located · 
in the Apurfmac river valley. 6 

27 February: A PLA company takes 
the village of Tambogrande (popula­
tion 20,000), blacks out the electricity 
and carries out actions against the 
property of collaborators. Some prop­
erty is confiscated. This PLA opera­
tion is co-ordinated wi th a mass ac­
tion in which thousands of protestors 
destroy the premises of the Canadian 
mining company Manhattan.7 

MARCH 

1 March: A PLA platoon carries out 
the selective annihilation of two trai­
tors turned informers in the hamlet 
Ramal de Aspuzana, in Progreso, 
Tocache province, leaving leaflets ex­
plaining their action.8 

2 March: A PLA company enters a vil­
lage near the Sivia district in Ayacucho 
and organises a meeting with the in­
habitants.9 
3, 5, 11 and 15 March: The PLA car­
ries out repeated incursions in the town 
of Aucayacu, in Huanuco.10· i 1. 

12
• 
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5 March: A platoon of some 30 PLA 
comba~ants carry out an incursion and 
confiscate foods tuffs in the town of 
Tribo lini , department of Apurfmac. 
Chanting slogans supporting Chair­
man Gonzalo, the PCP and the People's 

War, the PLA gathers the villagers and 
calls on them to boycott the 8 April 
elections . 14 

In early March, the PLA confis­
cates dynamite and fuses from an en­
gineering works in Chanchamayo, in 
preparation for boycott actions. 15 

8 March: Confrontation between the 
PLA and police forces in the Santa Ana 
area, Las Palmas district, some 18 kilo­
metres south of Huancayo. 16 

8 March: Confrontation between the 
PLA and forces from the National Of­
fice against Terrorism (DINCOTE) in 
Puente Duran, Chinchao district , 
Acomayo province. 17 

Around 10 March: In Ayacucho, a 
PLA company takes villages near Sivia 
and ho lds a boycott meeting. 18 

Also around 10 March: Another PLA 
company carries out actions calling on 
people to boycott the elections in 
Apurfmac.19 

14 March, at 2am: a PLA company 
takes the village Pampa Soris, in 
Ayahuanco district (Huanta) for two 
hours. T he combatants, including 15 
Ashan inkas (ind igenous people)', 
gather the villagers at the main square 
for a meeting. They also confiscate 
20 sho tguns from the Pampa Soris 
armed forces- led "self-defence com­
mittee", in addi tion to foodstuffs and 
other products .20 

29 March: PLA incursion in the vil­
lage of Puerto Angel, by the 560 kilo­
metre /11ilestone of the Carretera Mar­
ginal highway, in Jose Crespo y Castillo 
dist1iot. Four informers annihilated.21 

30 March: A platoon of some 30 PLA 
combata nts en ters the Cuy lpapata 
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enclosure in the Concepcion prov­
ince, Junfn department, and holds a 
meeting.22 

Late March: The PLA holds a meeting 
with inhabitants of Tingo Marfa, call­
ing for an elections boycott. 23 

APRIL 

Early April 2001: a PLA company car­
ries out actions in the Ene and Tambo 

river valleys, forcing Ministry of Health 
staff to abandon medical stations. 24 

Also in the beginning of April, the 
PLA carries out an incursion in the 
hamlet of Hatunhuasi, Andamarca dis­
trict, Concepci6n province, and holds 
a meeting with the inhabitants. 25 

The PLA gives out leaflets along 
the Jorge Basadre and Marginal de la 
Selva roadways, along the route lead~ 
ing to the town of Aucayacu and. the. 
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district of Tocache, the latter in San 
Martin department. 26 

5 April: In the Las Rocas enclosure 
(25 kilometres from Tingo Marfa, in the 
San Jose Crespo y Castillo district), the 
PLA annihilates a collaborator of the 
reactionary armed forces. 27 

6 April: In the early morning hours, 
the PLA annihilates a criminal in Tingo 
Marfa.2s . 
8 April (the day of the first round of 

. ... 
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the elections): The PLA bombs the of- Pacapausa district, Ayacuchq. 46 and sickle and give out leaflets with 
fices of Toledo's Peni Posible Party 13 May: Bomb explodes. on the . slogans supporting the People's War 
in the city of Ayacucho. 2~ It also car- . prt:~ses of the milit~ recruitment and demanding the public presenta­
ries out an action against the offices .d office 34-A in the town ofTingo Maria, ti on of Chairman Gonzalo. A report 
of APRA, the party of Alan Garcia, department of Huanuco.4.,. on this action appears on Peruvian 
the other main candidate, near the 16 May: In an action .with high politi- television. 67 

main square in the sanie d~partmental cal impact, the PLA sets off a bomb at 18 May: Armed agitation and propa­
capital. 30 the National Election Board (JNE) in ganda in Castillo Grande hamlet in 
8 April: A PLA platoon stages a 20... downtown Lima, wounding . several Tingo Maria, Huanuco. Slogans sup­
minute attack on a military base in police officers. Leaflets against the porting the People's War and the sym­
fyfercedes Locro, close to the jungle elections and supporting the People's bol of the hammer and sickle painted 
city of 'Tingo Marla, 550 kilometres War and the defence of the life of Chair- on the· walls of the stadium in Cum an a 
north-eastofLima.31 man Gonzalo appear. 48 and in the housing area of San 
8 April: Anti-elections actions in Vtll~ In the wake of this, the--Peruvian Sebastian in Huamanga, along with 
Rica~ Oxapampa, in Pasco32; action · reaction also had to admit to some leafleting. 68 

against the voting·premises in ·a school other PLA actions carried out during 28 and 29 May and 1 June: The PLA 
in Castillo Viejo, Huanuco33; red flags the first months of 2001. The .. Global carries out a series of incursions in the 
with the hammer and sickle hoisted in Report on .the Current Situation of the hamlet of Pacae in the province 
thehillsofBolonga34 andGranChimu35 Shining Path Terrorist Organisation", Aucayacu. On 28 and 29 May, they,,­
in Trujillo; the PLA enters the town of written by the Internal Order Division paint slogans calling for an armed shut- · 
Rancho Grande, in the jurisdiction of of the Joint Command of the Armed down and on 1 June two informers are 
Sayapullo, Gran Chimu province36 , and Forces (see Caretas 1671, 24 May annihilated. 69· 70· 71 

gathers the inhabitants; they hoist the 2001 ), mentions several actions in 30 May: PLA incursion on the slope 
red flag ~d call upon the population Lima, ineluding several protests by from the village Tambo to San Fran­
not to vote; similar meetings take place . relatives of prisoners of war49; the cisco, La Mar province, in the depart­
in the r~mote villages Colpa37, El handingoutofleaflets againsttheelec- ment of Ayacucho, as part of the boy­
Porvenir38 and Mundo Nuevo39 in the . tions at the University of San Marcos50 ,- cott against the elections. 72 

same are~ and in· Villa Cruz,jurisdic- at the University of La Cantuta51 , on 31 M~y: In the early morning hours 
tion of Chacicadan, Santiago de the avenue Gamarra in La Victoria52, at PLA fighters take a village in the bor-
Chucho province.40 a school in San Juan de Miraflores53 at der region of thejungle'ln the Apurfmac · 

~ 8 April: Armed shutdown against another school in Villa El Salvador54, valley and hold a .. ,:neeting against the 
.,.. the elections in Vilcashuaman, and in the districts of San Martin de run-off elections.73 

~ Ayacucho.41 PLA combatants paint Porresss and Santa Anita.56 31 May: A PLA battalion of some 200 
a; slogans and the hammer and sickle Other actions that came to light combatants stops more than 50 vehi­
:t along several of the streets of after the action against the JNE in- cles travelling along the route from · 
E Vilcashuaman. Another armed strike eluded a series of sabotage actions Ayacucho to the inner jungle area of 
Q against the elections in the town of. against mining companies. At a press the upper Apurimac river valley, at 
ii! Satipo and surrounding villages.42 ccJnference, the chairman of the Na- Totumbaro, two hours from the San 
~ 16 April: PLA combatants take the tional Mining, Oil and Energy Asso- Francisco district, in the province of 
~ town of Aucayacu for an hour, with ciation (SNMPE), Ricardo Briceno La Mar. They call for an armed shut-

armed agitation and propaganda Villena, complained that what he called down against the elections and paint 
against the electioris and in defence of the "resurgence of vioJent actions" · PCP slogans on the vehicles.74 

the life of Chairman Gonzalo, _making is "putting investments in this sector 31 May: A PLA company carries out 
·use of the local radio station, as well at risk". (Correo of Lima, 24 May armed agitation and propaganda 
as leaflets.43 '. . . , 2001) According to Briceno, there against the elections and calling for an 
27 April: Action of armed agitation were 3~ attacks against mining com- ·armed shutdown, seizing two villages 
and propaganda in th~ town· of panies in April alone, and so far this in Ayacucho.75 

Pachacutec, in Ventanilla. A huge year there have been actions against 2-4 June 2001: Armed strike ;,tgainst 
hammer and sickle is painted on rocks, the mining sector in nine towns in the elections . in · Aucayae'U 76, 
8 metres long anq 6 metres wide, on central Peru: Pasco57

1 Moquegua58, Huamanga 77, La Mar78 and other prov­
one of the town's hills. During the Huancavelica59, Piura60, Cajamarca61, inces in Ayacucho. In La Mar, PLA 
night, more painting and chanting of Cusco62, Ancash63, Ucayali64 and combatants stop and bum a bus on 
slogans.44 · Paramonga.65 election day, 3 June. . , , 

16 May: Among other actions to eel- 3 June: The government Ombuds­
ebrate the twenty-first anniversary of mari's office reports 21 actions to im­
the People's War on 17 May is the pede the elections in: Ayacucho79, 
bombingoftheMilitaryRecruitment ·Palpa80, Arequipa81 , La Arena82, 
Office in Tingo Maria; on this occa- Ayabaca83 and Catacaos84 (Piura); 
sion PLA combatants also distributed Angaraes85(Huancaveli~a); Iquitos86, 
leaflets supporting the People's War.66 Yurimaguas87 , Hauri~~ (Ancash); 
18 May: In the hamlet· of Castillo Lima89; Callao90

; and oilier places. • 

MAY-EARLY JUNE 

Early May 2001: Action by a platoon 
of some 30 PLA combatants in 
Nechuya village, 60 kilometers from 
Pucallpa, near the Jorge Basadre high­
way. 4s 

12 May: PLA fighters intercept a mini­
bus and annihilate the mayor of the 

Grande, Tingo Marla, PLA combatants 
.1 

h_oist the red flag with the hammer 



The Day of Heroism, 
19 June 1986 

"This Blood 
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I 
That Has 
Been Spilt 
Shall 

·._fi 
Revolutionary prisoners- in Canto Grande Prison, 1991 . 

·Never Be Forgotten!" 
The following was prepared by the 
Information Bureau of the Revolutionary 
Internationalist Movement for the 
twenty-fifth anniversary of the Day of 
Heroism in Peru: 

peered terrorists" in Lima. But even 
behind bars these prisoners did nor 
give up. They lived collectively, to the 
degree possible in these he ll-holes, 
so as to better withstand the enemy 's 
efforts to break th eir bodies and 
minds. They canied out political, ideo­
logical and physical training and pro­
dt!ced art and handicrafts meant to 
support and spur on the People's War 

Fifteen years ago, on 19 June 
1986, the Peruvian government coldly 
murdered about 300 of the prisoners 
of war who had turned their places of 
confinement into "shining trenches 
of combat" to advance the People's 
War. These men and women comrades 
set a standard for persisting in revo­
lutionary struggle by any means pos­
sible even in the clutches of the en­
emy; this is a new and higher stand­
ard that C<?mrades held captive today 
in Peru and in other countries are 
upholding and implementing in many 
concrete ways. It is a testament to 
the enduring impact of what has been 
.commemorated by Maoists and other 
revolutionaries around the world as 
the "Day of Heroi sm". 

. in Peru and revolution throughout the 
world. 

As the People's War in Peru, initi­
ated in 1980, surged forward under the 

' leadership of the Communist Party of 
Peru (PCP) and its Chairman Gonzalo, 
and especially after the success of the 
Party 's policy of orga ni s in g 
breakouts, most spectacularly a guer­
ri 11 a attack on a loca l pri so n in 
Ayacucho that freed hundreds of pris­
oners, the·reactionary regime adopted 
the policy of concentrating "sus- · 

One of the best-known of these 
was a magnificent multicoloured rug 
celebrating the founding of the Revo­
lutionary Internationalist Movement, 
with the symbol of the globe break­
ing free of its chains. This tangible 
token of proletarian internationalist 
politics and indomitable Maoist spirit 
was smuggled out of the El Fronton 
island prison and taken along as part 
of a world tour in support of the Peo­
ple's War, amazing and inspiring the 
thousands in Asia, Europe and the 
Americas who saw it. The paintings, 
recorded revolutionary choral music 
and other artworks produced by the 
prisoners he lped advance (and fi­
nance) the world-wide movement to 
support the People's War in Peru, and, 
along wi th the poems, sottgs, plays 
and other works created while in the 
clutches of the enemy, continue to 
play a role in the struggle today. 

Rather than being taken "out of 

combat" by their capture, these men 
and wome n kept striving to 
concretise the slogan " it's right to 
rebel" in every way they could. Most 
importantly, they found methods to 
use their collective strength and the 
government's inability to quench their 
raging spirits to expose the regime and 
call on the masses in their millions to 
support and wage more and more Peo­
ple's War. When it became clear that 
the authorities were about to try to 
"solve" this problem by desperate 
and bloody measures, involving trans­
fers and killing, the inmates took over 
the country's main facilities for politi­
cal prisoners, declaring: "We are go­
ing to resist. They will not transfer us 
out of here alive. y.le demand guaran­
tees against the government's plans." 
On the high walls at El Fronton, they 
painted, in giant letters, "Finish Off 
the Great Leap with a Gold Seal", re­
ferring to the final phase of the Par­
ty 's military campaign to win base 
areas and clearly situating their own 
actions in this context. 

The governme nt hypocritically 
pretended to negotiate with the pris­
oners, who had raised the reasonable 
demands that the government abide 
by a previous agreement to recognise 
them as "special prisoners" and not 
as " terrorist criminals", and that the 
transfers be abandoned. But soon the 
·government carried out the massacres 
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it had long planned. It sent in its ma- have also kept fighting in the spirit ex- linked with people's war, the highest 
rines armed with he.avy machine guns pressed by Chairinan qonzalo in his form of class struggle, because the 
and anti-tank weapons, helicopter " historic 24 Septell}~er 1992 speech. ·enemy tries to terrorise the people by 
gunships and naval artillery. Prison- From iriside a cage; where the govern- subjecting its unarmed captives to 
ers at El Fronton held out through two ment was attempting to humiliate him every conceivable cruelty, while Mao­
days of hand-to-hand combat, using and the entire revolution before the ist politics, outlook and class stand can 
slings, home-made crossbows and a press, he disparaged his imprisonment enable them to make major contribu­
small handful of captured .weapons. as simply ~'a.bend in the road". He de- tions even in the most unfavourable 
The inmates at Lurigancho kept the· fiantly called for the People's War to circumstances. 
armed forces commandos and marines continue, declaring, ''Though the road This is being shown sharply by 
at bay for a full day; most of the pris- is long, we shall travel it to the end. today's ongoing heroic battle by revo­
oners were methodically murdered af- We will reach our goal and we will win. lutionary prisor:iers in Turkey, includ­
ter the prison was recaptured. Fight- You will see it." ing many members and supporters of 
ers at the Callao women's prison also Later, a Right.Opportunist Line the Communist Party of Turkey 
held off the enemy for about 24 hours, . arose, especially in the prisons, which (Marxist-Leninist). In Turkey, too, 
at the cost of several dead anc~ many betrayed this stand, the blood so gen- prisoners turned their places of con­
wounded. erously shed by countless people's he- finement into beacons, bastions and 

As is well known, this despicable roes and the legacy of the P,ay of Hero- universities of revolution, and here, 
act by the regime backfired. It contrib- ism, using Chairman Gonzalo's capture too, the imperialist-backed auJhorities 
uted to the exposure and isolation of as an excuse to call for an end to the have tried to drown those re·~olution­
the regime and helped to show millions war. What can be said of the People's ary flames with blood. So far, dozens 
that the People's War, under the lead- War as a whole also applies to the pris- of these imprisoned comrades have 
ership of the PCP, is the only way to oners who have held out under the given their lives to resist being moved 
resolve Peru's problems. In this sense, . ,renemy's unrelenting attacks - their into isolation cells. Their morale is 
instead of the political defea~ that the political and ideological line and uo.- high, in large part because they un­
regime had sought to inflict on the Peo- wavering determination are proving derstand that in attacking them in this 
pie's War by "reasserting its author- stronger than all the enemy's unlim- way the government is seeking to deal 
ity" and demonstrating its infinite ca- ited capacity for terror. a political and mor~I blow to the en­
pacity for bloodshed, it was the pris- Important rebellions and other tire revolutionary movement and to 
oners who dealt a blow to Peruvian struggles against the regime's at- the broad millions of masses who look 
reaction and its imperialist backers. tempts to rob prisoners of their revo- to it, an~ because they see the links 

But of course the enemy's thirst lutionai"y morale, their humanity and between their resistance today and the 
for the people's blood is never satis- their lives broke out in Peru in early fight to advance the cause of people's 
tied. In 1992, as the Fujimori govern- 2000, and again earlier this year. De- war in that country. 
ment plotted another massacre in spite the recent change in govern- In Nepal, also, the People's War 
Canto Grande prison in Lima, prison- ment, the new regime is no less has inevitably meant growing numbers 
ers seized the men's and women's backed by, and beholden to, US im- of comrades crowded into prisons, and 
cellblocks and demanded the . estab- perialism than its predecessor, and the likewise the struggle behind the ·walls 
lishment of a commission to oversee country's prisons are still teeming is inseparably linked to that outside. 
the planned transfers of prisoners and with thousands of revolutionaries held Recently the daring escape of six 
guarantee their lives. On 6 May, in the most brutal conditions. Above women prisoners, who dug a tunnel 
Fujimori sent in 500 _eljte troops with all, Chairman Q.onzalo continues to be out of the Gorkha district prison so that 
rifles, rocket-propelled grenades, dy- confined in a barbaric underground they could successfully rejoin their 
namite satchels and plastiC ·exp lo- dungeon. A major component of our guerrilla units, has delighted and in­
sives, as well as a rocket-firing com- ~nstinting international support for spired people on every continent. . 
bat helicopter. When they were beaten the People's War in Peru is the strug- As the Central Committee of the 
back, the next day a thousand soldiers gle to break the isolation of Chairman Communist Party of Peru said in its 
tried to storm the prison, once again Gonzalo, to force tJte government to statement of June 1986, "The glori­
in vain. Finally, on 9 May, the women allow his public presentation so that ous death of these pri_soners of war in 
and men prisoners summed up that he can express his views freely; and battle is wrapped in the blood already 
they had fully accomplished their also to defend the life of Comrade spilt, and before it we communists, we 
aiins, and marched out arm in arm sing- Feliciano, who took up the responsi- fighters and sons and daughters of 
ing the Internationale~ The cowardly biliti-es of leadership after Chairman the people, pledge our unwavering 
reactionary· beasts singled out and Gonzalo's imprisonment until he in commitment to follow their shining 
murdered many prisoners suspected tum was snatched by the enemy and example, to advance the People's War 
of being leader8. Among these com- placed in isolation in the same inhu- in order to serve the world revolution 
munist heroes several very important man subterranean cells. until the ine~tinguishable light of 
Party me,nibers fell. The last two decades have pro- communism cf:wells upon the whole 

Despite ·the difficulties suffered by vided dramatiC proof of the degree to earth under th~ unconquered and al­
the People's War after the capture of which the People's War is bound up· ways verdant q~nners of Marx, Lenin 
Chairman Gonzalo in September 1992, with the spirit arid struggle of its cap- and Mao, of Marxism-Leninism-Mao­
the People's War in Peru has never tured fighters. Clearly struggles by ism. Glory to the fallen heroes, long 
ceased. As part of this, prisoners there captured· revolutionaries are closely live the revolutjon !" • 

l----..,------------------~------' 
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Seventh I nternatior:ial 

The International Emergency Com­
mittee to Defend the Life of Dr Abimael 
Guzman (Chairman Gonzalo of the 
Communist Party of Peru) sent its sev­
enth deleg~tion to Lima, Peru for a week 
in late March and early April 200 l. The 
delegation faced new conditions and 
problems unlike those experienced by 
any of the previous delegations. This 
time, amidst the political turmoil that 
has been roiling Peru since the col­
lapse of the Fujimori regime, the del­
egation was able to get much further 
than ever before in helping to create 
<;onditions in which the Peruvian gov­
ernment would be forced to allow the 
public prese nta tio n o f C hairman 
Gonzalo - so that he can present his 
views freely - and permit contact with 
attorneys, family and friends, etc. The 
seven delegation members (four law­
yers and three other activists) were 
abl e to robustl y ra ise the issue 
through: a press conference, a string 
of successful media ·appearances, pri­
vate conversations with high govern­
ment officials and others, and some 
contact with the masses on the street 
and elsewhere. 

For a few days this delegation was 
led to believe that it was on the verge 
of actually being able to visit Chair­
man Gonzalo, but these hopes were 

to Peru 
Members of the 7th Delegation: Padma Ratna 
Tuladhar (Nepal), Jaime Bonilla (Colombia), 
Peter Erlinder (United States), Heriberto Ocasio 
(United States), Jose Enrique Gonzalez Ruiz 

. (Mexico), Juan Jose Landinez (Colombia). The 
seventh delegate, Haluk Gerger (Turkey), is not 
in this picture. 

cruelly disappointed. They met several 
times with representatives of the Min­
istry of Justice, the general in charge 
of the Supreme Council of Military Jus­
tice, which still has jurisdiction over 
the case despite the recent change in 
government, and the Ombudsman's of­
fice. In all of these meetings-which in . 
and of themselves represent a break­
through in contrast to the stonewall­
ing previous delegations received -
these officials had to acknowledge that 
there are no legal grounds to deny 
Chairman Gonzalo access to his law­
yers (one of the delegates is one of 
Chairman Gonzalo's international law­
yers of record). Yet while this delega­
tion was received cordially, and not 
simply arrested and expelled (as hap­
pened once under the Fujimori regime), 
and while the interim government took 
pains to try and present itself as fun­
damentally different from the dicta~o­
rial Fujimori regime, it still did not com­
ply with the legal standards it paid lip 
service to. .. 

The seven delegates fou ght on 
both the legal front and the fr9nt of 
public opinion. They issued a "Mes­
sage to the Peruvian People" at a press 
conference held on 29 March 2001 in 
Lima, attended by broadcast -crews 
from nine television channels and ra-

dio stations widely listened to in re­
mote areas of the countryside, and a 
horde of reporters from the national 
and international press. Their release 
stated, in part, " ... we have gone to the 
civilian and military authorities de­
manding to meet with Dr Abimael 
Guzman and verify his state of health 
and well-bei!1g, and we have hopes of 
being able to achieve this. 

"The concerns about Dr Guzman's 
health, which come from all comers of 
the world, are so much more important 
because the Fujimori-Montesinos dic­
tatorship used his isolation to claim to 
speak in his name. It is unacceptable 
to attribute declarations to Dr Guzman 
as long as he does not make them in a 
direct form before the mass media and 
without any kind of pressure. No gov­
ernment has the authority to speak on 
behalf of its political prisoners. And, 
of course, the only way to verify the 
changes that the government has in­
dicated regarding his treatment is that 
Dr Guzman be able to express himself 
in person." 

Chairman Gonzalo was last seen in 
public on 24 September 1992, in a gov­
ernment-organised "photo opportu­
nity" before a howling pack of jackals 
from the police and reactionary press, 
when h~ stunned the regime, and de-
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lighted the world, with a call for the 
People's War to continue. Following a 
swift, secret military trial before masked 

. j udges, Chairman Gorizalo was placed 
in a spec iall y-constructed unde r­
ground hole, where, it was announced, 
he would remain in total isolation unti l 
he died, and his lawyer was later sen­
tenced to life imprisonme nt. The 
Fujimori government had declared that 
Chairman Gonzalo, above all , and 
everyone st:spected of supporting or 
even sympathis ing with the People's 
War under his leadership, are " terror­
ists" with no rights whatsoever arid 
thus subject to the most inhuman, bar­
baric and arbitrary treatment. The very 
presence of .mch an unprecedentedly 
broadly representative group from five 
countries, inc luding, for the first time, 
a delegate from Nepal (the first pro­
spective South Asian delegate to sue: 
cessfully oblige the Peruvian govern­
ment to grant a visa). dealt a blow to 
the interim government's attempts to 
essentially continue this policy with 
only minor changes. · 

All seven delegates spoke to the 
press and answered questions from 
the reporte rs who c rowded around 
them. Haluk Gerger, a journalist from 
Turkey and supporter of the struggle 
be ing waged there by revolutionary 
political prisoners against the F-type 
isolation cells, was able to take a hos­
tile question, about where he had re­
ceived the money to travel to Peru, 
and turn it around to bring out strong 
support in Turkey and elsewhere for 
the delegation 's mi ss ion . Padma 
Ratna Tuladhar, a former Nepalese 
Min ister of Health and Labour, took a 
c lear stand, .. We ll , I am from Nepal, a 
country far from Peru . Our country is 
the country of the Himalayas as we 
ha\\e the talles t mountains . In our part 
of the world, that is, South As ia, and 
espec ia lly India and Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Bang ladesh, Comrade Guzman is 
highl y respected as one of the g reat 
revolutionary leaders of the world. So 
when he was arrested. and the people 
knew rhat he was ill-treated in prison, 
especially that he was imprisoned in 
a cage-like prison, the people worried 
about his life ." 

Peter Erlinder. one of two lawyers 
that represented Chairman Gonzalo 
before the International Human Rights 
Cou11 in San Jose, Custa Rica, also re­
sponded direct ly to press attempts to 
di scount his c lie nt as a "te rrorist':: 
"your defi nition or mine about who is 

a terrorist, or who isn · t a le1Torist, is 
not recognised as relevant with respect 
to international law and the treatmC'nt 
of individuals accused of a crime, and 
any altempt to characterise a prisoner 
with a political label is c;ompletcly con­
trary t9 international law." Heriberto 
Ocas io. medical doctor and act ivist 
with the US Committee to Support the 
Revolution in Peru, also spoke to th is: 
"With respect to the things that· you 
say about the war that has been Jed by 
Dr Guzman, on this we should say tl1at 
while we (the delegation) have differ­
ent points of view, d ifferent political 
views, ideo logies and me thods of 
struggle, on one th ing we arc in agree­
ment, and it is that the way the gov-
1..rnment of Fujimori and Momesinos, 
and also the United States, through the 
CIA and their o ther agcncie~, try to 
label movemems,.10 call them terro rist 
and this type of th ing, is something 
we don·t accept, because it is ome­
thing used to deny the people their 
fundame nta l rights." T he fo llowing 
day, the lawyer Enrique .Gonzalez, the 
Inte rnational Emergency Committee 
(IEC) de legate from Mexico. debated 
on television with a former top general 
in DI NCOTE. Peru 's notorious "anti­
terrorist" police. 

When the delegation had a chance 
to walk through the streets of ce111ral 
Lima after the pre s conference. anony­
mous people and others expressed 
strong support. as did message se111 
to their hotel rooms. Many of the del­
egates t]ad already partic ipated in one 
or more delegations. and this time they 
found a highly charged, volatile poli ti­
cal c limate. Crowds engaged in infor­
ma l debate and even openly (though 
cautiously) voiced support for the Peo-

f-. __ _ 

pie's War in a main city centre plaza. 
This contrasted sharply with the far 
mo re rep ressed atmosphe re a nd 
heavy-handed police measures del­
·egatcs had encountered on previous 
trips. But th is was only one aspect of 
the situation, and the delegates them­
selves noted that they had to fight a 
tendency to let themselves be lulled 
by th e gove rnm e nt 's mi s lead i.ng 
change in tone. 

With Fujimori driven from office 
nnd his right-hand man, Montesinos, 
brought back to spill yet more dirt in 
public as part of the infighting amongst 
Peru's ruling classes, there are new 
possibilities for developing t11e peo­
ple's struggle in di fferent forms. Yet 
both the interim government, which 
dealt with the de legat ion , and the 
newly-elected Alejandro Toledo gov­
cm :nent. set to take o ffice on 28 Jul y, 
arc just as backed by, and beholden 
to, US imperialism as the Fujimori re-· 
g imc - that is, 100 per cei1t, with no 
reservati ons. 

A fter high-ranking authorit ies at 
th ree majo r offices, especia ll y the 
M inistry of Justice, had g iven the im­
pression for several days that a visit 
w ith Comrade Gonzalo was not only a 
legal right but an immediate possibil­
ity, on .2 April the delegat ion was in­
formed by that Ministry that it would 
11ot happen after all. T he de legates 
replied th rough a press release point­
ing out the contradiction between the 
acknowledgement given by the Om­
budsman , the Sl~preme Counci l of 
Military Justice and the Mini stry of 
Just ice that the isolation of C hairman 
<ionzalo was illegal, and theiJ attempt 
to d istance themselves from the bla­
tant brutal ity and open terrorism o f 

-------------~~-~------------~----------------~------ - - - -
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the Fujimori regime on the one hand, 
and their failure to act accordingly on 
the other. 

At the press conference, Dr. Juan 
Jose Landfnez, one of the delegates 
from Colombia, pointed out emphati­
cally that the delegation was being 
forced to repeat the very same request 
that had been made to Fujimori by pre­
vious delegations years previously, 
and that the refusal of the new gov­
ernment to end the isolation of Dr 
Guzman was "a clear violation of Peru­
vian and international standards Lof 
human rights]". 

The case of Lori Berenson speaks 
volumes about the superficial differ­
ences and basic similarity between the 
old and new regimes. Berenson, an 
American has been held in harsh con­
ditions fo;· fi ve years. since s~e was 

convicted by one 
of Fujimo1i 's face­
less milit ary 
comts of collabo­
rating in a 
planned action by 
the MRTA group 
(an action that 
never took place, 
and to which she 
was never di­
rec tl y lin ked). 
That t rial was 
widely criticised 
and ridiculed in­
ternationally as a 
travesty of jus­
tic e. Finally, 
Fujimori himself 

was forced to allow his minions to 
grant her a new trial. But her retrial be­
fore a civilian court turned out to be 
pretty much li ke the first, and on 20 
June, once again, she was sentenced 
to 20 years i.J1 prison for " terrorism". 
The interim government's Minister of 
Justice, Diego Garcia Sayan, a man 
·known as an ex- I 970s .. radical" whorri 
some people would like to put their faith 
in as the best hope for justice under 
the Toledo government, was quoted 
in the press as expressing satisfaction 
with that outcome. 

ln this political context, it would 
be madness to expect the wheels of 
imperialis t justice to stop trying to 
grind up the ma ses and especially 
their revolutionary leaders. As Mao 
sa id, some times the enemy shoots 
wi th real bullets. and sometimes they · 
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try to combine this with shooting 
sugar-coated bullets, which in this 
particular case includes promises and 
vague assurances and c hanges . in 
style, but not substance. Both the in­
terim government and its successor 
clearly represent the Peruvian ruling 
classes as a whole (perhaps even more 
so than Fujimori did). and are second 
to none in their determination (as al­
ready shown in their mili tary actions, 
the hunting of suspected PCP iead­
ers, arrests. etc.) to use both kinds of 
bullets to crush the People's War -
the Peruvian people's only hope. By 
re lentlessly exposing the govern­
ment 's hypocrisy. the delegation and 
the IEC, and the international cam­
paign they are part of, are exposing 
the government's own lies and con­
tradictions, so as to he lp force it to 
meet the central demand: the public 
presentation of Chairman Gonzalo. 
This also gives concrete aid and sup­
port to the people ·s struggles there in 
all its forms". 

There have been unconfirmed re­
ports about several short-term hun­
ger strikes by Chairman Gonzalo to 
protest his conditions of confinement. 
Such unverified reports from the Pe­
ruvian government and reactionary 
·press cannot be accepted at face 
value, but this further increases con­
cern for Chairman Gonzalo 's life and 
well-being. 

Further, Peru 's prisons are still 
teeming with thousands of other po­
litical prisoners and prisoners of war 
subjected to atrocious conditions on 
a dai ly basis and even murder. The most 
outs tandin g . of the m is Comrade 
Feliciano - Oscar Ramirez Durand -
who assum~d leadership responsibili­
ties after Chairman Gonzalo ·s affest 
until he himself was finally captured 
and brought to the same underground ~ 
prison complex. He, too, must be de­
fended and his isolation broken. • 

For more information, to 
contribute or to support the 
<;ampaign, please write to: 

BCM IEC 
London 
WCIN 3XX 
UK 
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Th,e Emerging New 

"We believe that the 
international situation is 
generally favourable for the 
advance of the revolutionary 
struggle. While we are not yet 
experiencing the same kind of 
high tide of revolutionary 
struggle on a world scale that 
we have witnf!ssed in the past 
and will surely see again, we 
can speak with confidence of 
an emerging new wave of the 
world proletarian revolution." 

-RIM Committee, 2000 
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Wave of Revolution; 
Condemn the Israeli Occupiers and 
Support the Just Struggle of the 
Palestinian People! 
By the Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

Since 28 September, the Israeli hood- ever there is oppression there is resist­
lums have been firing rubber bullets, ance. Just as these events reveal that 
lead bullets, armour-piercing rounds the US-sponsored talks and promises· 
and helicopter gunship missiles at Pal- about the "peace process,, and "a last­
estinian youth and children. More than ing solution" are nothing but lies 
a hundred were killed within a few weeks · meant to gain stability for its Middle 
and thousands more wounded. Israeli Eastern gendarme, the ·struggle of the--· 
troops have been shooting at Red Cres- Palestinian masses proves once again 
cent ambulance drivers to make sure that that they will not allow their homeland 
the injured die. And yet the American to be taken away from them by such 
godfathers of this settler state _are con- cynical deal-making. 
demning the Palestinians and holding In the US imperialists' dreams of a 
them responsible for this cold-blooded "new world order", the Palestinian pee-­
bestiality. With the backing of his US pie were supposed to meekly submit 
masters, Israeli Prime Minister barking and accept Israel's oppressive exist­
Barak arrogantly threatens to bring · ence and its role in the region. And 
do\vn a million times more firepower on Arafat, in his dreams, was expecting 
the youth of Palestine. the US to help him get a Palestinian 
. Already, hundreds of thousands of mini-state. Arafat argued that the state 
the masses in Arab countries and the of Israel had to be accepted. He de­
Middle East have gone into the streets clared that his capitulation to the im­
in support of the just struggle of the perialist ''peace process" was the only 
Palestinian -people. We join with them "realistic" solution for the Palestinians. 
and call upon the proletariat and He argued that it would be impossible 
masses of the world to resolutely con- to fight to overthrow the state of Israel 
demn and oppose the aggression of through a rev.olutionary war of the 
Israel's criminal army and secret police masses and replace it with a secular 
against the Palestinians. Let us once (non-religious) democratic state for all 
again be clear that it is the US that arms the people of Palestine regardless of 
and finances the Zionist state of Is- their religious beliefs. But life itself has 
rael, whose very existence is based on made it clear just how unrealistic this 
the illegitimate occupation of Palestine. so-called realism really is. This road has 
Israel is a dog on an American leash. led only to more and more betrayal. 
Its job is to lash out violently against The reality is that th~ Palestinian na-

. the masses of Palestine as well as the tional question cannot be solved by 
neighbouring countries and the whole the imperialists. The reality is that for 
region in order to protect US imperial- more than 50 years the existence of the 
ist interests. state of Israel in occupied Palestine has 

As much as the Israeli show ?f force been the lynchpin of the imperialist 
against rock-throwing youth ts ~~ly, order in the-Middle East- this is why 
the fearless struggle of the Palest1man the US subsidises Israel to the tune of 
people is inspiring. It powerfully dem- billions of dollars a year. Tfle Palestin­
onstrates the great t~uth that Mao ian national question cannot be solved 
Tsetung always emphasised, that wher- by recogn\sing the legitima~y of ~e 

16 October 2000 · 

occupiers. And since this is exactly the 
centrepiece of what Arafat proposes 
to do _by embracing the "peace proc­
ess", this plan offers np solution at all. 
The occupation is unjust and the Pal­
estinians are absolutely right to fight 
it. the people of the whole world must 
support their just struggle~ To succeed, 
the Palestinian peopl~ need to under­
stand the comprador-feudal and pro­
imperialist nature of Arafat and the 
Fatah leadership, ~hich can only lead 
to repeated betrayal. 

The Islamic group Hamas offers no 
more of a solution than Arafat. Hamas 
was founded and boosted by the reac­
tionary powers during the 1970s and 
1980s, when the US imperialists were 
building up Islamic forces in opposi­
tion to the national liberation move­
ments and as a wall against Soviet in­
fluence. Hamas criticises the most ob­
vious features of Arafat's 
capitulationist progi'amme in order to 
win the.,.support of the masses· and 
move up the ladder of power itself, yet 
at the same time, spewing Islamic 
obscurantist demagogy, it says that the 
liberation of"Palestine must await some 
future holy "resurrection". In short, 
Hamas is willing to live with the Israeli 
occupation if this group is given the 
status and privileges it seeks. The Is­
lamic Republic of Iran, which backs 
Hamas and other Islamic forces, is it­
self a reactionary, oppressive state. 
During its 20 years'of rule it has .never 
hesitated to gun down protesting 

, : workers, students, Kurds and others. 
Moreover, it is notorious for working 
with the Israeli army ill arms deals and . 
in other ways. The Hamas goal of a 
theocratic state is a: reactionary pro­
gramme. An Islamic theocratic state is 
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as reactionary as a Jewish theocratic 
state. The minimum programme for 
revolutionary change in .Palestine can 
only be the formation of a secular,· 
democratic state for all the people of 

..Palestine regardless of religious belief. 
We Maoists (revolutionary commu­
nists) call for the establishment of such 
a state throughout the territory of Pal:. 
estine~ That is the only possible realis­
tic solution and it is still the goal. All 
other programmes are fakes. To make 
revolution in Palestine and the other 
Arab and non-Arab countries of the · 
Middle East wjll in fact be a protracted 
and difficult task. But the programmes 
offered by Arafat and Hamas can only 
lead to betraying and dashing the 
hopes of the masses and wasting their 
heroic sacrifices. It is time to end the 
bitter cycle of rising up and being be­
trayed by misleaders and reactionary 
and capitulationist program~es. 

Often we revolutionary''commu­
nists are told that our ideas may be 
correc~ "in. theory" but that "i~ prac­
tice" there is rio choice but to bend 
these 'truths to the expediency of the 
moment. This is a wrong view of this 

·ugly and oppressive world and what 
has to be done to change it. In fact, 
t~is is the outlook behind bargaining 
away the just struggle of the Palestin-

. ian masses to the imperialist "new 
world order". In every way and every 

. day the ,enemy demonstrates that "po­
litical power grows out of the barrel of 
a grin". Without a people's war, it i~ 
impossible to liberate the masses of 
Palestine and the neighbouring coun­
tries from the clutches of Israel and the 
reaCtionary Arab states propped up by 
US imperialism. People'swar is the only 
possible path to victory and only a 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist. party can 
lead the masses on this road. Now more 
than ever the people need their own 
revolutionary force in the field. The first 
and immediate step is· to lay the foun-

. dations of Marxist-Leninist-Maoist 
organisation in Palestine and the 
neig~bouring 'countries that can ~ork 
tp defend the independent interests of 
the proletariat and the oppressed and 
start. the process of building genuine 
vanguard parties that can lead the peo-

. pie in making revolution. We urge all 
those who want to play a role. in this 

· process to get in touch with RiM, the 
embryonic centre of the world's Mao­
ists, and join your experience and 
struggle with that of proletarian fight-
ers all over the world. · 

The formation of such a party and 
its intervention in the Palestinian 
struggl~.will mark a ·watershed in the 
advance of genuine revolution· in the 
whole region, "just as· the advance of . 
the proletarian revolution throughout 
the region is inextricably linked to the 
new-democratic revolutl,on in Pales­
tine. With the leadership of such a 
party, the masses cafl-coine out of every 
round of battles - despite an unfavour­
able balance of forces and· even tem­
porary setbacks - with a sharper fo­
cus on now to battle the enemy, dis­
covering the enemy's strength and 
weaknesses and developing a strategy 
that can win. The formation of such a 
party in Palestine would greatly influ­
ence the revolutionaries in the neigh­
bouring Arab countries and other 
countries in the Middle East. The in-

temationalist unity of the revolution­
aries and masses of all these countries .. 
would a9d enormous strength to their 
struggles and help create a situation 
in which Israel would be encircled and 
opposed from all sides, including . 
within. 

People all over the world are ti.Ile~ 
with rage at Israel's crimes - and 
equally filled with admiration and hope 
by the Palestinian youth. The Pales­
tinian cause was supposed to be as 
dead as a cold fire. The imperialists had 
already celebrated and the Zionist re­
gime thought it could just throw on a 
few last shovels of dirt. Once again the 
Palestinian masses have proven that 
the fires of liberation and revolution 
can smoulder de~p underground but, 
sooner or later, no matter what, the 
flames will shoot into the air. • 

On the Palestinians' ·Struggle 
Since the statement above by the 

RIM Committee in October 2000, Ariel 
Sharon has replaced Barak as head of 
the Israeli government. Sharon is infa­
mous globally as the "butcher of Bei­
ruf~. As Israeli Minister of Defence iri"' 
1982, during Israel's occupation of 
southern Lebanon, Sharon was in 
charge of Israeli forces who allowed 
extreme-right wing .Christian 
Phalangists into the Sabra and Chatila 
P~lestinian refugee camps in Lebanon. 
The Phalangis~ slaughtered hundreds 
of unarmed Palestinian refugees in cold 
blood, incJuding large numbers of 
women and children. The Israeli goal 
was· then - as it is now - to terrorise 
the Palestinian people into submiss.ion. 

Putting the reins of power into the 
blood-soaked hands of Sharon thus 
delivered an unmistakable message to 
the Palestinian people that the US­
backed regime would be resorting tQ 
the crqelest methods. The Israeli 
stormtroopers are now carrying out a 
campaign of selective assassination 
and terror, wreaking high-tech murder 
and mayhem from the safety of the 

skies, with Phantom jets and Apache 
helicopters targeting "smart" missiles 
at Palestinian cars, homes and offices. 
They try to portray this as "surgical 
strikes against terrorism". The Israelis 
are hitting some of the same forces 
with whom they have negotiated and 
collaborated for years in an effort to 
compel greater capitulation and to sow 
widespread terror. The Israelis have 

· proven themselves able junior partners 
of their imperialist masters in the US, 
whose own cowardly war tactics more 
and more emphasise the use of elec­
tronic instrument· panels located at a 
safe distance from their targets. 

Their problem is, however, that an 
oppressed people can never be beaten 
entirely into submission. Not only has 
their high-tech intimidation failed to 
cow this new cycle of rebellion, but 
the Israelis are also encountering in-' 
creasing opposition and denunciation 
abroad. The phoenix of the Palestinian 
resistance has risen from the ashes yet 
agajn, and will one day surely stretch 
its ~ings over a liberated Palestine. 

-AWJW 

The advances of the world's Maoist forces, together with the continuing righteous 
struggle of the Palestinian people, is creating new opportunities to bring Maoism to 
this crucial battlefront. One key way this c~ be accomplished is by translating 
Maoist literature into Arabic and distributing:lt, including A World To Win articles 
and k~y documents of RIM'like Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! To help in this 
effort generally or with the vital task of translatitjg and getting revolutionary literature 

• into th~ hands of the Palestinian masses in particular, please contact local RIM 
forces or write to: BCM A WTW I London WC IN 3XX I UK. 
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Emerging New Wave of Revolution 

Kabylia Uprising 

A Ray of Light in Algeria 

The upsurge of protest and street 
battles against the government that 
broke out in the Kabylia region to the 
east of Algiers in April is violcntJy shak­
ing the political landscape in Algeria. 
For the first time in 13 years. and to a 
degree unprecedented in recen1 dee-· 
ades. the masses of people and espe­
cially the poor youth have stormed 
onto a political stage from which they 
have been excluded through a lnng 
dark night of murder, torture and en­
forced hopelessness. Many Algerians 
are calling this th e " Kaby li a May 
1968". in reference to the events in 
Paris that shook the French govern­
ment to its foundation s. 

The curre nt spiral of upheaval be­
gan o n 18 April , afte r Algerian gen­
darmes (national paramilitary police) 
machine-gunned an 18-year-old stu­
dent who had been t.iken into custody 
in a town near the regional capital , Tizi 
Ouzou. When the police then attacked 
youth protesting this crime. fig hting 
spread to the ci ties and througho ut the 
towns and v illages o f Kaby lia. For ten 
days, youth attacked buildings belong­
ing to the governmen t and especially 
police stations w ith rocks, Molotov 
cockta il s and iro n bars, demanding 
both the withdrawal of gendarmes from 
the region and rig hts for the Amazigh 

. (Berber) people. to whom most of them 
belong. 

The A mazigh are descendents of 
the occupants of North Afri<.:a before 
the Arab/I s lam ic invas io n . T he 
popul ation s o f Tuni s ia, Libya and 
Morocco as well as A lgeria arc heav­
ily marked by their non-Arab roots . Al­
th ough a tho usand-yea r fo rce d 
Arabisa tion and ls lamisation has had 
a big impact. even today 25 per cent of 
Algeria are Tamazight speaking. In Mo­
rocco, the percentage is even hig her. 
pe.rhaps h.tl fthe population. A lthoug h 
Berber is their more common name, it 

Demonstration of10,000 women. ~4 May 2001 in Tizi Ouzou 

comes from the Latin word for barbar­
ian and is conside red an insult. A ll 
these governments deny them the right 
lo use their language (Tamazig ht) in 
public li fe, and their culture is sup­
pressed. They are subject to·contempt 
and d iscrimination. The gendarmes in 
Kabylia ride roughshod over the peo­
ple, taking what they want from small 
shops, extorting bus inessmen and cs-

' pec ially haras ing, beating and some­
times murdering the youth. 

S tarting in April and during the 
months since. these youth have turned 
the tables o n the to r111cnto rs o f the 
Amazigh people, c ha nting " ul ach 
. mah·' (no forg iveness) as they fight 
back ferociously. On 2 1 May, more than 
half a mill ion people. took part in an 
illegal demonstratio n in Tizi O uzou, 

involving urban dwellers and people 
who came d0wn from the v illages in 
the densely populated mo unta ins. 
Then on 14 June, de monstrations in 
Algiers brought nearly a millio n peo­
ple into the streets . A lthough many 
A111azigh people live in the country's 
capital and huge numbers poured in 
fro m Kabylia itself, this protest de­
nounced the Algerian government in 
the name of all of the coun.try 's peo­
p les and inc luded a great many non­
A mazigh Arabic-speaking youth from 
the c ity's s lums and s hanty towns. 
Rage and revolutio nary violence over­
nowcd as they burned down govern­
me nt Insta ll a tio ns and a ttacked the 
police witho ut mercy. 

The masses of people have faced a 
difficult poli tical s ituation for years. In 
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Amazigh youth 
clashing with 

authorities on 
20 June 2()01 . 

1992, at the behest of France, to which 
the Algerian government is beholden, 
the ruling generals took power openly 
to prevent the election of an Islamic 
regime. Since then, more than 100,000 
people have been killed in the context 
of conflict. between the army and Is­
lamic armed groups. These Islamic 
forces are reactionaries seeking to in­
stall a regime like that in Iran. Like their 
Iranian brethren, they have no use for 
the masses and great willingness to 
cut a deal with imperialism, including 
the US, which has maintained contacts 
with them. Both sides have carried out 
massacres in the villages and murder­
ous attacks on sectors of the urban 
secular middle classes and intellectu­
als. It is often nearly impossible to tell 
whether it is the bureaucrat capitalist 
regime or its equally anti-people Is­
lamic rivals who have committed the 
countless mass murders and assassi­
nations that have ceaselessly afflicted 
the people. 

It is into this gloomy situation that 
the people of Kabylia and the youth 
in general have burst like avenging 
rays of sunlight. 

In order to divide the people, the 
regime slanders the Amazigh people 
as being "soft" on French imperialism. 
It is true that many Amazigh intellec­
tuals and others have preferred to 
speak French as their second lan­
guage, rather than the Arabic that is 
forced on them, and that reformist po-

litical groups in Kabylia have tried to 
curry French favour. It is also true that 
the US is circling this situation like a 
vulture, trying to edge out France and 
snatch Algeria for its own oil compa­
nies and strategic interests. A 1998 US 
Department of Defence report calls for 
the US to "welcome the expansion of 
consciousness by the Amazigh peo­
ple". But George Bush hosted Alge­
rian President Bouteflika in Washing­
ton on 5 July, at the height of the Alge­
rian government's efforts to impose a 
clampdown, which of course is any­
thing but a coincidence. 

The fate of the Amazigh people has 
long been tied up with imperialism and 
the struggle against it. In 1871, French 
generals fresh from drowning in blood 
the revolutionary Paris Commune car­
ried out the same kind of operation 
against the Great Kabylia Uprising 
against French colonialism. During the 
war for independence againsr France 
(1954-1962), Kabylia was a major bas­
tion of the struggle, and the Amazigh 
peasants bore the brunt of the fight­
ing that eventually broke France's co­
lonial hold. Yet Algeria was not trans­
formed by a new-democratic revolution 
that could smash bureaucrat capital­
ism (Algerian capitalists in and out of 
the government dependent on imperi­
alism) and semi-feudalism. The millen­
nium-old .forced "Arabisation" and 
"Islamisation" of the Amazigh people 
was continued by the new post-inde-

pendence government as part of the 
overall continuation of the old social 
and economic relationships, which 
mere political independence c·ould not 
end. 

. As long as Algeria is dependent on 
selling oil and gas to the imperialists, it 
can never be really sovereign or meet 
the needs of the people. During the last 
two years, the country's oil and gas in­
come has doubled, whilst unemploy­
ment and poverty have skyrocketed. 
The last decade, during which the In- . 
temational Monetary Fund determined 
the Algerian government's policies, has 
been amor.g the worst the people have 
ever suffered. The Amazigh upsurge has 
developed within that context and in 
tum its great promise lies in its ability to 
spark even greater explosions. 

In this light, it is extremely impor­
tant that the youth and others in the 
streets have, at least for the moment, 
slipped out of the grasp of the tradi­
ti onal reformist nationalist forces 
whose interests are jeopardised by the 
level of violence on the part of the 
peop le. •Along with attacking gen­
darme barracks, youth ransacked and 
burnt the offices of the two main legal 
"opposition" parties in Tizi Ouzou. To 
a degree, and for a time, they have 
glimpsed the fact that only a thor­
oughgoing revolution can offer them 
a way out. • 

-



33 

Emerging New Wave of Revolution Genoa 

Throw Oil on the Fire! 
By the Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 23 July 2001 

Above and below, Genoa. 

Seattle, Prague, Nice, Washington, 
Cancun, ~uebec, Gothenburg, now 
Genoa .... Wherever and whenever the 
leaders of the major imperialist powers 
gather, they are confronted by increas: 
ingly organised and powerful opposi­
tion to their crimes. Whereas .previ­
ously they had been accustomed to 
organising their "new world order" in 
luxurious obscmity, now their every 
move is hounded. 

Each new encounter has been 
marked by increasingly fierce confron­
tation pitting the defenders of the ex­
isting order of inequality, mass pov­
erty and oppression against youth 
determined to fight for a more just 
world. Increasingly, too, the imperial­
ists have shown that their rule of ex­
ploitation and plunder ultimately relies 
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Above and below, Gothenburg. 

on naked, brutal and deadly force. On 
20 July in Genoa, the Italian police 
killed Carlo Giuliani with two bullets 
to the head, making him the first mar­
tyr of this movement in the West. 

The outrageous inequities of the 
imperialist system, the shocking real­
ity of a world more and more polarised 
between a small but extremely wealthy 
and powerful gang of international 
marauders on the one hand and the 
many hundreds of millions who live in 
conditions of extreme poverty, wide­
spread disease and national subjuga­
tion on the other, is leading to an 
emerging new wave of revolutionary 
struggle. This is true not only in the 

oppressed co~ntries, which are bear­
ing the biggest burden of imperialist 
globalisation, but even in the capital­
ist heartlands themselves, such as Eu­
rope and the US. New armies of youth 
are arising there who hate what thei r 
ruling classes do throughout the world 
and are making common cause with the 
downtrodden of every country. Inter" 
national solidarity has been a hallmark 
of this movement frnm the beginning. 

This new wave of struggle in the 
imperialists' own cit~dels is seriously 
frightening the enemy. The heads of 
the most powerful states on earth have 
decided that in future they can only 
meet in deserted, remote locations, as 
far as possible from ·the masses they 
claim to represent. In an effort to de­
feat or derail the movement, the rul ing 
class and their faithful followers are 
using their whole range of tactics, from 
outright murder to attempts to divide 
the movement between so-called "mod­
erates" and "extremists". In Genoa this 
tactic failed when two hundred thou­
sand came out onto the streets to con­
tinue the s truggle and upheld the 
memory of Carlo Guiliani who had cou­
rageously battled the police the day 
before. 

For thousands, this movement is 
their first test under fire. Debates rage 
over how to advance through every 
twist and turn of the movement, how 
to respond to both the bullets and the 
bul lshit of the ruling class, how to 
unite tpe people while taking the strug­
gle to a higher level. Vigorous discus­
·sion is going on over what kind of 

world political and economic system 
is possible without exploitation. All of 
this is the true university of struggle. 

The Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement (RIM), the embryonic cen­
tre of the world 's Maoist forces, hai ls 
the emergence and intensification of 
the movement against globalisation 
and salutes the internationalism that 
has marked these patties. The upsurge 
of youth in the West is a direct prod­
uct of the workings of world capital­
ism and the hypocrisy of its main po­
litical representatives. As such, this 
movement can and must become part 
of the only force that can ultimately 
destroy the beast itself: the world pro­
letarian revolution. RIM exists in many 
countries all over the world, including 
in Peru and Nepal where our partici­
pants, the Communist Party of Peru and 
the Communist Party of Nepal (Mao­
ist), are waging people's war; in Italy 
and the United States, where the Com­
munist Party (Maoist) and the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party, USA are 
working for revolution in these imperi­
alist countries; and in Turkey, Iran, 
Bangladesh, India, Colombia and other 
countries where parties of our Move­
ment are also working to tum the vic­
tims of"globalisation" into the grave­
diggers of imperialism. From Seattle to 
Genoa, RIM has been present in the 
"anti-globalisation" fight through its 
participating parties and organisations. 
We can and must do more to contrib­
ute to the development of d1ese storms 
in the West as part of the global hurri­
cane that is brewing.• 
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Dare to Take Our-Destiny 
into Our Own Hands! 

1 May 2001 

By the Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 
May First is the day when the class-conscious workers of all countries manifest their proletarian 
internationalism and reaffum their common goal of achieving commu:iism throughout the world. The 
division of the world between imperialist countries and those countries oppressed by imperialism, 
and arising from this the great unevenness between nations and peoples, is one of the Jl]ain 
characteristics of the world imperialist system. In each country the proletariat faces distinct tasks 
stemming from the differing social conditions, but all these struggles flow together to constitute the 
world proletarian revolution. May First is a magnificent day in which the courage to change the 
world is tested and tempered. 

Today more than ever capitalism is a \¥Orld-wide system. Capitalism's inner drive to continually 
expand long ago transformed it into its highest stage, imperialism. These same tendencies now 
appear as "globalisation" - more of this same imperialism. 

However much the reactionaries try to hide it, the collapse of the former Soviet Union and its bloc 
was not a result of a so-called "crisis of communism" but rather the result of the workings and crisis 
of the capitalist and imperialist system itself, of which those countries had long been a part. In the ten 
years since then the US imperialists have had a relatively free hand to impose what they called a 
"New World Order" or an '·age of peace and democracy". But the Gulf War and the fighting in the 
Caucasus, Rwanda and ex-Yugoslavia show the true nature of this order. Millions are forced to 

---- ----
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massacre each other, yet the imperialists call this "peace". The songs of praise to the "free market", 
which supposedly will benefit people all over ttf.e world, cannot hide the reality in which hundreds of 
miIJions are driven below subsistence levels. The imperialist institutions charged with overseeing 
this criminal state of affairs, such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Trade Organisation, have justly become targets of the people 's wrath, and the gatherings of these 
blood-soaked expl9iters in Seattle, Davos, Nice and Prague have been sites of fierce struggle by 
progressive youth and otpers within the imperialist countries themselves. 

However much the imperialists tout the permanence and stability of their system, in reality it rests on 
intense and sharpening contradictions. The emerging revolutionary wave in the storm centres of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America is testimony to the intensity of the principal contradiction between 
imperialism and the oppressed nations. The contradictions between the different imperialist powers 
themselves are again heightening. And within the capitalist and imperialist countries the contradiction 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie is also sharpening. All this means that there are 
tremendous opportunities for advancing revolution. 

In the world today what stands our starkly is the need for Marxist-Leninist-Maoist leadership of t~r 
people's struggles. This is the case in the West, where the exciting emergence of a new revolutionary 
generation is fertile ground for the development of new comm~nist fighters and leaders. In most of 
the oppressed nations this is also the case. -

The Palestinian people continue their heroic Intifada in the face of unequal odds, not shrinking from 
any sacrifice. Neither the betrayal of Arafat nor the smoke and mir:rors of the Islamic fundamental ists 
can smother their struggle. But again we see that without Maoist leadership, it is impossible for this 
struggle to succeed. 

Marxist-Leninist-Maoist leadership is essential for defeating the imperialist-sponsored " political 
solutions" of the reactionaries. The opportunists and reactionaries preach that there is no alternative 
to seeking some kind of accommodation with the current unjust imperial ist order that they consider 
to be the stage on which the people must act. The only true political solution to reactionary society 
is the political power that comes out of the barrels of the guns of the proletariat and the people. Our 
solution is people's war. The rule of the imperialists of today is no more eternal than the slave empire 
of Ancient Rome or Hitler 's Third Reich. And in the future, humanity will look back at the rulers of 
today with just as much contempt. 

Only genuine Marxist-Leninist-Maoist 
forces, armed with an ideology and 
programme that represents a real break 
with all kinds of class exploitation, can 
lead a thoroughgoing challenge to the 
current world order. The masses need 
Maoist leadership because without it they 
will not be able to take their destiny into 
their own hands and transform the world. 

In Peru, the Communist Party of Peru bas 
fought heroically to overcome the "bend 
in the road" encountered with the capture 
of Chairman Gonzalo and to defeat the 
Right Opportunist Line that emerged in 
the Party calling for peace accords. The 
disarray of the Peruvian enemy can be 
seen in the fleeing of Fujimori and his 
gang. In these circumstances, it is all the 
more important to seize the occasion to 
definitively break the vicious isolation in 

Protesters at 
May Day in 
London hide 
their faces 
from closed­
circuit 
television, the 
"Big Brother" 
surveillance 
cameras that 
British police 
have put on 
most street 
corners in the 
central city. 



May Day in 
Izmir, Turkey 
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which Chairman 
Gonzalo has been held 
for eight years and 
demand his live 
pres,entation to the 
public. Further, we 
demand an end to the 
isolation of Comrade 
Feliciano and the 
inhuman conditions of 
other political prisoners 
and prisoners of war. 

In Nepal, the People's 
War is surging forward 
and demonstrating the 
bright future for the 
world to see. Under the 
leadership of the 
Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist) and its 
leader, Comrade 

Prachanda, new political power is being forged in vast areas of western Nepal where several million 
people reside. The People's War is expanding and deepening simultaneously. 

Jn Turkey, the recent hunger strike by imprisoned fighters of the Communist Party ofTurkey (Marx.ist­
Leninist), a participant of Revolutionary Lntemationalist Movement , and other revolutionary prisoners 
has turned the enemy's dungeons into a shining combat trench of revolution. This will no doubt 
further promote the ongoing armed struggle waged by guen·illas of the TKP(ML), with the perspective 
of establishing red base areas. • 

Revolutionary armed struggles in India, Bangladesh and the Philippines waged by Maoist forces are 
also challenging the reactionary order. The clear truth affirmed by the overall world situation is that a 
new wave of world proletarian revolution is in the making. In other countries, such as Iran, Afghanistan, 
Colombia, Sri Lanka and the US, parties and organisations participating in RIM and struggling from 
the perspective of people's war are striving to put Marxism-Leninism-Maoism at the head of this new 
wave. AU of this enables us to reaffirm that this will be a century of people's war, propelling us further 
toward socialism and our final communist goal. 

The RIM is today the embryonic centre of the world's Maoist forces and fights for the creation of a 
new communist international based on Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the univer:;al and common ideology 
of the proletariat all over the globe. The oppressed masses need this ideology and they need communist 
organisation based upon it. To serve the people, be it in Palestine or Indonesia, Brazil or South Korea, 
or anywhere e lse in the world where the masses are struggling without a communist vanguard, means 
bringing the light of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism into these struggles. It means that the masses will no 
longer just yearn for revolution but be able to transform their hatred for oppression and their hopes for 
a different kind of society into an organised revolutionary onslaught, a people's war that can finally 
turn their dreams into reality. 

On the seventeenth anni versary of its formation; the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement salutes 
I May 200 I with our communist enthusiasm and our pledge to do everything in our power to accelerate 
the pace of the world revolution. Together with the masses the world over we reaffirm that: "We only 
want the earth!" 

Long Live Red May First! 
Build and Strengthen Marxist-Leninist-Maoist Parties United in RIM! 
Forward towards a New Communist Interuational! 
Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! 



Revolutionary guerrillas guarding red people's power on the "roof of 
the world" - Rolpa District, western Nepal. Photo courtesy of Li Onesto/RW. 

We are pleased to present here an 
interview with Chairman Prachanda, 
leader of the Communist Party of Nepal 
(Maoist) and the People's War in Nepal. 
The interview took place on 28 May 
2001. 

Chairman Prachanda, we would like 
to thank you for according an inter­
view to our journal. Our readership 
has been following the advances in the 
People's War since the beginning with 
the greatest interest and enthusiasm. 
How do you explain the spectacular 
success in advancing the People's War 
and arousing the masses, in only five 
years? 

First of all , I feel honoured and ex-

press my heart-felt gratitude tow~ds 
A World to Win (A W1W), which is well 
established as an important and lead­
ing ideological weapon of the interna­
tional proletariat, for providing me with 
this opportunity for an interview. With 
deep appreciation of the genuinely in­
ternationalist support of A wnv, the 
Committee of RIM and the Revolution­
ary Internationalist Movement, of 
which our Party itself is a participant, 
for the initiation, defence and devel­
opment of the Nepalese People's War, 
a contingent of the international pro­
letarian army. I wish you continuous 
progress in your endeavour. 

There are definite subjective and 
objecti".'e factors behind the current 
J:ieight of success atta ined by th e 

Nepalese People's War during 
the short period of five years. 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
and objeetive reality have 
taught us that in the present 
era of imperialism and prole­
tarian revolutioh~ there exists 
a universal objective basis, in 
general, for the initiation, de­
fence and development of 
people's war in the oppressed 
and underdeveloped coun­
tries of the Third World. The 
main problem in implementing 
the strategy of protracted 
people's war in such countries 
is, in our opinion, the problem 
of subj ective preparations. 
The principal aspect of sub­
jective preparation is the ques­
tion of the development of a 
militant communist party of a 
new type based on Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism. The rapid 
development of peuple's war 
is inevitable today after this 
leadership problem is solved 
through intense s trugg le 

against alien tendencies in the prole­
tarian movement, mainly right revi­
sionism. For the masses there is no al-

. ternative to rebellion and revolution, 
given the objective background of ex­
ploitation, repression and poverty 
prevalent in the semi-feudal and semi­
colonial countries of the Third World. 

In Nepal, our fi rst effort was to cor­
rectly grasp the science of Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism. For this, we strove 
to link ourselves with the arduous and 
cha ll e ngin

1g ideological struggle 
waged by the genuine communist revo-
1 utionaries of the world against the 
Chinese counter-revolution after the 
death of Comrade Mao Tsetung. Tak­
ing the synthesis of the Great Proletar­
ian Cultural Revolution, the highest 
expression of conscious class strug­
gle, as our Starting point, we delved 
into serious study. We made a particu-



larly fervent study of the ideological 
struggle that erupted in the process of 
the development of the Communist 
Party of Peru, the Revolutionary Com­
munist Party, USA and in other coun­
tries. Through continuous ideological 
interaction with the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment we tried to acquaint ourselves 
with the principal tendencies in the 
world today and to attain the highest 
collective understanding of Ute inter­
national proletariat. Also, we made an 
attempt to draw lesson~ from the posi.:. 
tive and negative aspects of the revo­
lutionary and national movements of 
different countries, including India, the 
Philippines, Turkey, Iran, Sri Lanka and 
others. In short, driven by a hunger 
for knowledge, we took pains to arm 
the Party ideologically, to whatever ex­
tent possible, with the advanced con­
sciousness of the proletariat. 

This process for ideological clarity 
was invariably linked with the class 
struggle of the Nepalese masses and 
the struggle against different types of 
right opportunism. From the starting 
point of the advanced consciousness 
of the international proletariat, we ap­
plied various forms of mass line to de­
velop· the understanding and desire of 
the Nepalese people for freedom. Ac­
cording to the principle of uniting with 
the masses under all circumstances, 
the Party applied different tactics, 
open and clandestine, legal and ille­
gal, advancing and retreating, etc. We 
summed up the experien~es of split­
ting and uniting in thl· communist 
movement. To expand our ties to the 
masses we laid emphasis on develop­
ing different mass . organisations, fo­
rums and so forth. Throughout all this 
process, the Party has been following 
the policy of strategic firmness and 
tactical flexibility with particular seri­
ousness. 

In the end, after a serious investi­
gation of the lessons of Marxism-Len­
inism-Maoism and the international 
and national particularities of the day, 
the Party concretised its theoretical 
commitment to the great march towards 
communism and proclaifT!ed the Peo­
ple's War on 13 February 1996 through 
a country-wide shock of rebellion. The 
People's War has attained the current 
height after completing six strategic 
plans ·with such basic policies as: de­
centralised actions within a centralised 
plan and command; balance between. 
political and military offensives against 

the enemy; political justification of mili­
tary action and military justification of 
political action; utilisation of the con­
tradictions amongst the enemies to 
isolate the main enemy; organisation 
and mobilisation of the masses in the 
quickest~? best possible way as ex­
horted by Comrade Mao; and so on. 
In our opinion, .the real key to the fast 
development of the People's War is the 
fusion between the science of prole­
tarian revolution and the needs and the 
fighting spirit. of the Nepalese people. 
In other words, the principal and deci­
sive factor of this development is the 
correct ideological apd political line of 
the Party. 

In recent months we have read reports 
about military op~_rations of the peo­
ple's armed forces on a whole new 
scale .•• Where do things stand now in 
the process of building a people's 
army? 

The Party has been striving to de­
velop the people's army according to 
the universal principles of Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism: "without a People's 
Army, the people have nothing", "po­
litical power grows out of the barrel of 
a gun", and "armed sea of masses", 
which are requirements for the revolu­
tion. The policy of the Party has been 
to develop base areas and guerrilla 
zones throughout the whole country 
and to build the total armed forces with 
a main force, secondary force and base 
[or local] force. In establishing our form 
of actions, the first, second, third and 
fourt~ priorities have been accorded 
to: ambush and mining, raid and com­
m~do attack, various types of sabo­
tage, and selective annihilation, re­
spectively. 

To ensure direct participation of the 
masses in armed activities, the Party 
has been promoting armed mass ac- · · 
tions, and armed propaganda too, as 
part of military campaigns. Such cam­
paigns have played an important role 
in ensuring the participation of the 
masses in the People's War. Following 
the principle of "lea:rning .. warfare 
through warfare", the people's army is 
now in a position to conduct success­
ful actions at the level of temporary 
battalion [several hundred solµiers] in 
tenns of military formation; permanent 
and temporary companies have been 
built up under differentiegional com­
mands in the country; and dozens of 
regular platoons and hundreds of regu-
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lar squads are in action. As base forces, 
general masses have enrolled in the 
people's militias in the thousands. This 
process of enrolment in different mili­
tary formations is advancing at quite a 
fast pace. The Party has recently re­
solved to organise this large structure 
of the people's armed forces, which has 
been successful in capturing eneiny 
district headquarters and many other 
barracks of the.commando forces, un­
der a more·unified and centralised com­
mand. Accordingly, it has been re­
solved, in principle, to establish a cen­
tral general headquarters and general 
staff, to name the three armed forces 
collectively as the People's Liberation 
Anny and to ma:k~ a public pron9unce­
ment of this, to stress the development 
of mobile warfare, to centralise, decen­
tralise and transfer according to needs, 
etc., with the aim.of.converting every 
village into a trench against the enemy .. 
Military activities have been shaking 
_the country. 

Where do things stand in relation to 
buildingupnewpeople'spower?What 
kind of government exists in the base 
areas? 

Beginning just one year after the 
initiation of the People's War, the ques­
tion of the organisation of local peo­
ple 's power has b~n on the Party's 
agenda. It is since' then that the situa­
tion of a power _vacuum has occurred. 
in many rural areas of western Nepal. 
In such areas, embryos of new peo­
ple's power have sprouted in the form 
of United People's Committees under 

-the leadership· of the Party. After the 
latest military victories of the people's 
army the enemy has been confined to 
the district headquarters in the west­
ern region, as well as.other districts of 
the country. Thus, vast rural sections 
of the country have become a form of. 
liberated area. Of course, they are not 
fully liberated, as the enemy's last and 
main military force is yet to·be defeated: 
Nevertheless, in the various districts 
in the main base area of western Ne­
pal, elections to the local and district 

" level people's government have al­
ready been completed. Such local peo­
ple's governments are in the form of a. 
united,democratic government of anti­
feudal and anti-imperialist patriotic, 
democratic and left forces. Whereas the 
local government has been directly 
elected by the masses, the representa­
tives of the local people's v.ower h~ve 
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elected the district people~s govern~ 
ments. These governments, known a8 
Local United People's Committee~ and 
District United People's Committees, 
exercise, in essence, botlyhe functions 
of policy formulation and execution 
relate.cl to the legislative, executive and 
judicial organs. 

To streamline the different func­
tions under their jurisdiction, these · 
people's governm.ents, under the lead­
ership of the Party, are composed of 
different· departments, such as the 
Construction Department, Co-opera­
tiye Department, Land Reform Depart­
ment, Forest Conservation Depart­
ment, Security Department, Education 
and Culture Department, Health De­
partment, etc. The system of recall of 
elected representatives of the masses,. 
if the need arises, has been imple­
mented from the very beginning. At 
present, the Local United People's 
Committees have been growing not 
only in the main base area of western 
Nepal but also in the base areas un­
der all the regional commands in the 
country. 

As necessitated by the new devel-
opments, the Party has now resolved 

~ ·to constitute a united front organism 
.,.. that will play the role of a new-demo.., 
8 t'I cratic government organising commit-
~ tee at the central level, for the defence, 
it consolidation,· expansion and co-ordi­
E. nation of the local people's govern­
Q ment. The important point-to be noted 
Ci! here is that the Party has been stress­
~ ing the development of the united 
q: front, such as the united front of the 

~ .. ' 

peoples of different classes, castes, 
nationalities and regions oppressed by 
feudalism and imperialism, according 
fo the specific conditions of Nepalese 
society. While upholding the rights of 
the oppressed nationalities to seJf..;de­
termination, the Party has put forward 
the programme of autonomy for the 
peoples of various oppressed nation­
alities and regions. This policy and 
programme reflects a revolutionary 
policy of '"unite and struggle,, on a 
democratic basis against the enemy's 
policy of "divide and rule". 

It is our Party's finn conviction that 
the central people's government or­
ganising committee will not only co­
ordin~te the local people's governqient 
but also play an important role in the 
preparation of the future insurrection. 

At different times the Party has spo· 
ken of the possibility of negotiations 

wiih the old state authorities. Could 
you please explain y~ur thinking on· 
this? 

. ' 
I feel the 'question of negotiations 

with the old state p6wer is a very sen­
sitive question in the revolutionary 
movement. It is clear from the experi­
ence of revolution from past history to 
the· present day that the reactionary 
ruling class has been utilisil~g the ques­
tion of negotiations as a weapon to 
hoodwink the masses, to engineer a 
split in the revolutionary movement 
and to prepare the ground for large­
scale massacre. Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism has taught us that whether to 
negotiate or not to negotiate with the 
old state power depends on the con­
crete analysis of concrete conditions. 
The principal decisive factor in this is 
the defence of the basic interests of 
the people and the ·revolution. Our 
guiding principles on the question of 
negotiations are the experiences and 
summation of the Brest-LitovskTre~ty 
under Lenin's leadership and- the 
Chunking negotiations under Mao's 
leadership. 

We consider the question of nego­
tiation as a battlefront that has to be 
foced by the revolutionary movement 
uiider cerlain concrete conditions. We 
have launched a serious debate and 
study on the question of negotiations 
in the light of the negative experiences 
of the past and present, including that 
of Peru. On this question we have 
struggled, on the one side against nar­
row dogmatism, and on the other, and 
principally, against rightist capitu­
lationism and strived to develop a· 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist conception 
within the Party and among the gen­
eral masses. The RIM Committee state­
ment [see A WTW/21] and othel'mate­
rial fighting the Right Opportunist Line 
in Peru have acted as important moti­
vating factors in this process. We are 
most serious about the whole Party and 
the masses not having any illusion 
about negotiations even if the main 
leadership of the Party were to fall into 

. enemy hands. 
We feel that this question should 

be understood correctly in the context 
of the particular conditions of the cur­
rent international balance of power 
between revolution and counter-revo­
lution and, principally, in the context 
of the concrete political situation in 
Nepal. It is self-evident that subjec­
tivelythe powerofrevolution is weaker 

right now. To lead proletarian revolu­
tion to victory in a small and poor coun­
try like Nepal is definitely a challeng­
ing task. Making maximum use of the 
tactical flexibility of manoeuvring to 
the right and left and advance and re­
treat is the inevitable necessity of the 
circumstances. The Nepalese People's 
War has been advancing at a fast pace 
due to the proper balance between stra­
tegic firmness and tactical flexibility 
and between political offensive and 
military offensive. 

Today, the reactionary state in Ne­
pal is reaching the extremity of its po­
litical crisis. The-People's War is now 
at the centre stage of national politics. 
Every parliamentary clique is going 
through an extreme crisis of its inter­
nal contradictions, arid the number one 
agenda for everyone is the People's 
War. Due to their own crisis, the ruling 
classes have from the very beginning 
clamoured about being in favour of ne­
gotiations and· conspired to attract the 
urban middle strata to their side. In this 
situation, with a.view to isolate the main 
enemy and to educate the middle strata,· 
we clarified that we were not against 
n~gotiation per se and were ready to 
fight at the neg0tiation table if definite 
conditions were fulfilled. This created 
another serious debate in national poli­
tics. Ultimately the conspiracy behind 
the negotiations hullabaloo was un­
masked and a large section of the 
masses was won over to the side of 
the People's War. This we summed up 
as Mao's policy of"fighting tit for tat". 

Now we are marching forward 
centering on the main slogan of con­
solidating and expanding the base ar­
eas and marching ahead in the direc­
tion of establishing the central people's 
government. The latest towering mili­
tary actions are the result of the same 
slogan and plan. Along with this we 
have called for the dissolution of the 
parliamentary system and constitution 
and' for convening an all-section con­
ference and formation of an interim 
government, as immediate tactics. We 
have made it clear that if the old state 
is eager tO' negotiate on this political 
·solution we are ready for it. In the 
present context of Nepalese politics, 
this slogan has played a significant role 
in isolating the hard-line faction of the 
ruling clas~es; educating the masses 
further against the parliamentary hy­
pocrisy an4 raising the People's War 
to a new height of development. It is 
important to grasp that if the Party's 



policies and programme for negotia­
tions were to be realised, if the situa­
tion so demands, it would draw the vic­
tory of the People's Warin Nepal closer. 

Lastly, we want to assert that there 
is no reason to be under any illusion 
or to be apprehensive about the talk of 
negotiation aimed at advancing the 
People's War and revolution to victory. 
We are confident that we are making a 
creative application of Marxism-Len­
inism-Maoism against right capitula-

. tionism and sectarian dogmatism, with 
the aim of defeating the enemy on the 
negotiations front also, whilst assum­
ing full initiative in our own hands in a 
situation of continuous victory of the 
People's War. 

Some of our readers have asked what 
the difference is between your nego­
tiation policy and that of the Right 
Opportunist Line in PeJ;U. 

There can be no comparison what­
soever between our aforementioned 
conception of negotiation and the 
Right Opportunist Line _(ROL) in Peru. 
It has slightly amazed us that some of 
our friends abroad have such big illu­
sions and gaps of understanding about 
the real situation in Nepal and the Par­
ty's policy. In this context, we regret 
not having been able to elucidate the 
concrete political situation and the es­
sence of the Party's policies earlier. 

The ROL in Peru has talked about 
negotiations with a view to liquidate 
the People's War; whereas we have 
talked about fight on the negotiations 
front as well with the aim of advancing 
the People's War. to victory. Tlie ROL 
in Peru has appeared in the form of 
capitulationism from inside prison, with 
an admixture of the enemy's con­
spiracy, at a time of serious setback 
faced by the People's War after the 
capture of the main leadership by the 
enemy; whereas we are talking about 
negotiations with full initiative in our 
own hands ·with the aim of destroying 
the enemy, when the People's War is 
advancing on a fast and victorious 
march. Whereas the ROL in Peru has 
betrayed the revolutionary gains and 
revolutionary spirit of the masses, our 
talk of negotiation has been providing 
political training to the masses to par­
ticipate more extensively in the revo­
lution against the enemy. Whereas the 
ROL in Peru is the product of a de­
feated mentality, our talk of negotia­
tion is a revolutionary tactic advanced 

in a conscious and balanced manner 
after drawing lessons from the same 
negative experience in Peru. Hence, 
there is a difference of night and day . 
between the two. I don't think I need 
to add anything more on this. 

How do you see the relationship be­
tween the new-democratic revolution 
in Nepal and the struggle going on in 
other countries? 

The new-democratic revolution in 
Nepal is an integral part of the world 
proletarian revolution. Hence it has a 
close and inseparable relation with 
national liberation, democratic and so­
cialist movements in other countries. 
The basic characteristics of the era of 
imperialism and proletari~ revolution, 
the murderous colonisation process of 
plundering the world through finance 
capital und~r the pseudonym of 
globalisation and liberalisation by im­
perialism, and the massive impact ·of 
the qualitative change in information 
technology, especially electronic tech­
nology, de~ne the specifie relations 
among the revolutionary movements 
in different countries. This situation 
has further enhanced the practical im­
portance of the great theory of prole­
tarian internationalism. The present 
condition of instant world-wide impact 
of any positive or negative event in 
any comer of the earth has been pre­
paring the material ground for world 
communism at an astonishingly fast 
pace. This situation has also qualita­
tively enhanced the process of revo­
lution in a particular country exerting· 
influence on the revolutionary move­
ment in other countries. Hence it is 
necessary to make new advances in 
the conscious efforts of the proletar­
ian revolutionaries to further world 
revolution on the basis of proletarian 
internationalism. . 

We have made a deep appreciation 
in the context of the People's War in 
Nepal that its development cannot be 
conceived if it is divorced from the ex­
periences led by the PCP, RCP, USA, 
RIM and revolutionaries iii India, Tur­
key, Iran, Philippines and other coun­
tries since the death of Comrade Mao. 
The present rapid pace of development 
would have been inconceivable with­
out the support of communist revolu­
tionaries and freedom-loving people of 
different countries, and particularly the 
Revolutionary Intemationalist Move­
ment, during the period of the historic 
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initiation of the People's War. That is 
why we have conceived the new:-demo­
cratic revolution in Nepal as a base area 
of world revolution, internationalist in 
content and national in form. We have 
seriously sought W develop close soli­
darity with the struggles in other coun­
tries, whatever their level of develop­
ment might be, to learn from their expe­
riences and disseminate our experi­
ences to them. The consciousness of 
this proletarian internationalist duty 
was responsible for highlighting with 
particular seriousness the Leninist 
conception of the fusion between the 
proletarian movement and the national 
liberation movement by the recent Sec­
ond National Conference of our Party. 

Whatisthegoalofyour~e?How 
does it differ from the 'struggle that 
nationalist forces are waging in other 
parts ofSOuth Asia, for example? 

It is open and clear that the ulti­
mate aim of our movement is to con­
tribute towards the attainment of glo­
rious communism by ending all forms 
of exploitation of man by man from 
the face of the earth. Just prior to the 
historic initiation of the People's War 
,we had clarified our theoretical com­
mitment that this war would be ad­
vanced as an integral part of the pro­
letarian world revolution and that 
weapons would not be discarded un­
til the final construction of commu­
nism. Most importantly, it must be 
understood that only by marching 
forward under the guidance of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism, the invincible 
universal ideology of the proletariat, 
the last and the most revolutionary 
class in history, can this golden fu­
ture of huma'Dkind be attained. 

In South Asia various nationalist 
forces, which are a product of the state -
of social development, are valiantly 
fighting for the right of self-determina­
tion. Such nationalist struggles are not . 
able to grasp the particularities of the 
era of imperialism and proletarian revo­
lution. It is their limitation not to grasp 
that it is historically impossible for any 
national liberation movement to 
achieve success without being a part 
of the world proletarian movement un­
detthe leadership of the proletariat. On 
the contrary, the failure to provide cor­
rect leadership to the national libera­
tion aspirations of the people is a weak­
ness ofthe political parties of the pro­
letariat. The proletarian revolutionar-
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ies must do their utmost to overcome ens to graduate into people's warriors. there was more exploitation and greater 
this weakness. Th~· national move- Thousands of. women have borne un- atrocities against women, the People's 
ments on their own are not drags on told misery to assist the People's War. War provided a concrete method for 
the proletarian movements, but they THe Party has now made organised ef- women's liberation, and there has been 
are fraternal iflovements to be led on forts and plans to develop women increasing participation of women from 
the basis of Marxism-Leninism-Mao- communist leaders as a guarantee of this community as well. Thus, .w0m-
ism. It is also clear that unless they are the success of the revolution. · en's participation from the two differ-. 
led by the political parties of the pro le- We feelthat the motive factors be- ent communities accelerated. 
tariat such nationaljst movements hind such massive participation of 
would ultimately be nothing but a tool women in the movement is the correct · Recently your Party held its Second 
of one or another of the imperialist policy of the Party in providing an out- National Conference [see excerpts of 
cliques. If not a part of proletarian revo- let vent for the spirit .of rebellion ere- Conference resolutions in this issue]; 
lufion, then surely a part of imperial- ated by the material conditions of Nepa- · · could you highlight the main achieve-
ism. Such , · .. the historical destiny of Iese society. Because of its class char- ments of this Conference? 
national movements. acter, the bourgeoisie never places 

In Nepal, we have been stressing confidenc~ in the ability of women. On By breaking through the enemy's 
the question of national liberation ever the contrary, due to its class character, conspiracy and several suppression 
since the time of the historic initiation the proletariat acknowledges the vast encirclements, we have been histori-
of the People's War, according to the potential l'nherent in women. Hence, it . cally successful in concluding our Par-
Leninist principle of the fusion of the is the proletariat alone that can genu- ty's Second·'National Conference. The 
national liberation movement with the inely lead the women to liberation. Our historic success of this Conference has 
proletarian movement. The idea behind Party has, from the very beginning, up- itself become a powerful blow against 
the concept of a "new Soviet federa- held the woman question as one of the the enemy. The historic aspect of this 
tion at the South Asian level" as ad- decisive questions likely lo decide the Conference is inherent in its far-reach-
vanced by our Party's second National fate of the revolution. With the organi- ing important resolutions, which the 
Conference is the strategic objective sation of women alongside men in the Party has summed up as epoch-mak-
of providing proletarian leadership to guerrilla army, the women. for the first ing. 
the national liberation aspirations of time felt liberated from hundreds of The main subject of the Confer-
the peoples of this region. This is im- years of feudal patriarchy and have ence was the ideological synthesis 
portant to note . taken their destiny into their own based on the past five years experi-

.....: hands. Now the Party has formulated ences of the People's War and chalk-
~ Many observers have noted the mas- . a special organisation and plans for the ing out the future direction of the Peo-8 sive participation of women in the revo- development of leadership quality in pie's War. The Conference has been . ~ 

~ lutionary struggle in Nepal. What is women in the light of five years of ex- totally successful in fulfilling its aim, 
;t the significance of this? perience. The Party is in the midst of a by unanimously adopting its ideologi-
~ long-term plan to deyelop women lead- cal synthesis in the form of ''Prachanda 
Q The important key to the intense ers on par with men in the Party com- Path" through the document The Great 
Q! development and the success of the mittees from the local to central level, Leap Fonvard: .Inevitable Nec~s.sity 
~ People's War in Nepal is definitely the in the different levels of people's of History. The document has pre-
~ massive participation of women. The power and in the people's army, from sented the Party's set of ideas in the 

reactionaries and the revisionists are amongst the women subjected to dou- form of a summation of the interna-
today "astonished" by the massive ble exploitation and oppression in both tional communist movement, an analy-
participation of women and the records · class and gender terms. It is our firm sis of the specificity of the present ih-
of sacrifice, devotion and dedication belief that the question of bringing for- ternational situation and the lessons 
set by them in the People's War. As ward communist successors from to be learnt from it, a resolution on 
the first heroic event of its kind in among the women in large numbers is South Asia, a general summation of 
Nepalese history, as a source of great important, not only for the success of Nepalese history, a new review of the 

: inspiration for the women of the world, the revolution but for preventing the history of the Nepalese communist 

I the women guerrillas have broken future danger of counter-revolution. · movement, a new evaluation of the 
open the prison of the old state. In the Nepalese society is constituted as Party's history, a summation of the ~ 
vast rural areas, the working women an admixture of Aryan and non-Aryan three instruments of the revolution, a ., 

have heroically faced untold savage- ethnic communities. From the point of discussion of mass line, and a resolu-
ries and atrocities of mass rape by the view of intra-family oppression, the~ 1 tion on great achievement; and at the 
enemies. Even while their eyes were women from Aryan communities are ' 1 end an outline of a future plan was pre-
gouged·and their bodies set ablaze by subjected to intense atrocities of sented. The document, which was 
the enemy in the most brutal manner, Hindu feudal patriarchy; whereas unanimously adopted through exercis-
the women have stood firm in their women from oppressed Mongolian and ing a high-level proletarian democratic 
convictipn for liberation. Objectively, other nationa1ities suffer relatively less and Ii vely debate, has unified the Party 
the women have left the men behind from patriarchy. As our movement was : ; on a new basis. That is why the Party 
from the point of view of sacrifice, de- more concentrated i~ the non-Aryan . · has summed up the Conference as the 
votion and dedication in the People's belt of western Nepal, it was culturally , ·, Conference of unity and victory. 
War. Today, thousands of women have more conducive to the participation of:: After the resolutions of the Con-
come out of the confines of their kilch- women. In the Aryan community, as ference were made public, especially 

I 
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the resolution on "Prachapda Path", it 
has created a big uproar within the re­
actionary and revisionist camp, while 
it has created a wave of excitement 
amongst the revolutionary masses. 
The military victories achieved in the 
following period and the successful· 
mass meetings and demonstrations 
involving hundreds of thousands of 
people represent the transformation of 
the resolutions,of the Conference into 
a material force'.' 

How has the Party itself changed since 
the People's War began? 

As has been said by Comrade Mao, 
people's war is not only an~ of fight­
ing against the enemy but it is also a 
means of cleansing oneself from within: 
we have been making this clear right 
from the very beginning. Five years' 
experience has verified this in practice. 
First of all, the initiation of the Peo­
ple's War has made a qualitative trans­
formation in the Party's underground 
structure and its working style. Sec­
ondly, along with the development of 
the People's War, the Party has been 
able to concentrate on the basic 
classes, and there have been impor­
tant changes in the class composition 
of the Party cadres. Thirdly, the Peo­
ple's War has liberated innumerable 
Party cadres from the old reformist 
legacy, and this has given a new lease 
of life to the Party, and is continuing to 
do so. Fourthly, the People's War has 
come out victorious against the Alok 
tendency, including sectarian and an­
archist deviations [referring to the Par­
ty's fight against a former leader, Alok, 
who degenerated], and through this it 
has created an environment for new 
unity on a new basis. Fifthly, the Peo­
ple's War has prepared the material 
basis for successfully implementing 
the Party's rectification campaign. 
Sixthly, the People's War has estab­
lished the Party as the sole revolution­
ary party among the masses in the 
whole country. Seventhly, the People's 
War has raised the Party to the present 
height of ideological synthesis. In this 
way the People's War has contributed 
and is continuing to contribute in mul­
tifaceted ways in the process of ideo­
logical and material proletarianisation ... 

Your conference paid considerable at­
tention to some questions of the his­
tory of the international communist 
movement. Why did you feel such study 

is nee~? What lesson does it hold 
for the future? 

Yes! Our Party's Second National 
Conference has paid special attention 
to learn from the history of the interna­
tional communist moveme11t. Having 
reached the pinnacle of historic vic­
tory in the fight for state power, why 
did our class have to face such a big 
_setback in the world? This question 
by itself is a very important question. 
Certainly we have been saying that it 
is the result of the laws of the ups and 
downs of class struggle, the treacher­
ous betrayal of the revisionists and the 
conspiracy of the imperialists. How­
ever, this explanation is not enough to 
convey the total truth, and this will not 
be able to generate confidence among 
the masses for the revolution. 

The principal factor iQ the devel­
opment of any object or proeess will 
always be the internal. From tliis..poi~t 
of view the sensitive question is to find 
out where our class's revolutionary 
representatives in the past failed to pay 
attention or what their weaknesses 
were orrthe ideological questions. It is 
by using the telescope and microscope 
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism that we 
can find this out. We have focused our 
attention on this subject, after five 
years of experience, for the success of 
the revolution and keeping in mind the 
necessity of shielding against the dan­
ger of future counter-revolution. In 
this process we have taken the experi­
ence of the Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution as the starting point of our 
study. This way, in the_process of 
study and discussion our attention has 
been drawn towards the question of 
Comrade Mao's evaluation of the 30 
per cent errors of Comrade Stalin. 

We have tried to dig out even more 
deeply Comrade Mao's evaluation that, 
despite being a great and sincere Marx­
ist-Leninist, Comrade Stalin had a fair 
share of metaphysics, subjectivism and 
dogmatism when it came to grasping 
dialectical materialist philosophy. By 
doing so our Party has opened the 
door for studying such questions as: 
why Comrade Stalin's concept of party 
could not grasp the ''unity of oppo­
sites" and helped lead to the birth of 
Hoxhaism; that he made several etrors 
in grasping the nature and conduct of 
the class struggle under socialism; that 
he had giv~n wrong directions/instruc­
tions on many occasions in regards to 
the relationship between Soviet social-
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ism and world revolution; that he had 
mad~ .the mistake of generalising .the 
Soviet need of forming a united front 
during the Second World War; that he 
laid one-sided emphasis on the growth 
of prodaction and the development of 
the productive· forces as a guarantee 
for the success of socialism; that he 
had some problems in grasping the 
Leninist concept of fusing oppressed 
countries' national liberation move­
ments with the proletarian movements; 
that he was not able to grasp the im­
portance of the contribution of the 
Chinese revolution and that of Com-
rade Mao; and so on. Throughout the 
experience of class struggle and ideo­
logical struggle we have come to see 
that many of the groups and old lead-
ers of Nepal, who claim to be advo­
cates of "Mao Tsetung Thought", 
have been viewing Marxism from the 
Hoxhaite dogmato-revisionist angle. 
They view and perceive Comrade Sta-
lin not through Mao's eyes but 
through Enver Hoxha's eyes. This cre-
ated obstacles in the development of 
the Nepalese· revolution for decades, 
and even now one has to struggle 
against that tendency. We feel that the 
communist movements in almost all the :.:.. 
countries of the world have been con- ~ 
fronting this problem in small or big i!! 
ways. In this situation, there should t:J 
not be any hesitation on the part of a 
th': new ~en~ration ?f communist revo- ~ 
lutionanes m learnmg from the errors · ~ 
of Comrade Stalin. This is because to- . ~ 
day the reactionary essences of ~ 
Trotskyism, Khrushchevite revision- ~ 
ism, Euro-communism, "Hoxhaism", 
hHo Chi Minh's centrism", "Juche"of 
North Korea and other wrong trends 
have.been unmasked. For at least now 
there is no danger of such revisionists 
taking advantage of our sincere effort 
to learn lessons from history. On the 
contrary, this effort of ours to learn les-
sons from history will help substan­
tially in grasping Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism more firmly, in providing suc­
cessful leadership to the revolution 
and in preventing the danger of coun­
ter-revolution in the future. 

The Conference speaks of 
''Prachanda Path". Could you briefly 

... explain this understanding? · 

Through the application of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism's universal truth 
to the Nepalese specificity, and mainly 
through the summation ·of the experi-
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ence of five torrential years of People's 
War, the Conference concluded. that a 
definite set of ideas have been devel­
oped. That set of ideas has been named 
"Prachanda Path". The Party has put 
forward this nolilenclature because it 
represents the centralised expression 
of the collective leadership and Com­
rade Prachanda's "correct and cbntinu­
ous leadership". The Party considers 
Prachanda Path as an enrichment of 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. Giving it 
concrete definition, the Conference has 
termed Prachanda Path as a set of ideas 
that is more than a general Party line 
but which has not yet developed up to 
the level of "Thought". The Party has 
defined Prachanda Path in the Nepa­
lese context as a new link of creative 
Marxism, opposed to both the right 
revisionists and sectarian dogmatists. 
The Conference has correctly summed 
up the role of immortal martyrs of the 
People's War, the general masses, the 
revolutionary fighters, the entire Party 
rank and file, and the central team of 
leaders, and RlM, together with com­
munist revolutionaries of the world, in 
developing Prachanda Path as a spe­
cific set of ideas. The Party is confi­
dent that the synthesis of Prachanda 
Path will serve the world revolution by 
giving direction to the forward march 
of the Nepalese revolution. 

What has been the relationship be­
tween your Party and the international 
conununistrnovernent? 

The relationship between our Party 
and the international communist move­
ment has been particularly deep. The 
very fact that since 1984, the year of 
the formation of RIM, our Party has 
been an active member, confirms this 
relationship. It was through RIM that 
we got great inspiration and help from 
the lofty experiences of the People's 
War in Peru. In its essence, the Nepa­
lese People's War has been a joint ef­
fort of our Party and the international 
communist movement because of the 
process of continuous debate and in­
teraction throughout the whole proc­
ess of preparation, initiation and de­
velopment of the People"s War. This 
reality reflects the specificity and gran­
deur of our relationship. Along with 
this we have been maintaining close 
relationships with revolutionary par­
ties in India, who have extended great 
help in different ways to the develop-

ment "of the People's 
War in Nepa_!. 

Our en*e Party 
and the masses have 
been giving great im­
portance to this rela­
tionship with the in­
ternational commu­
nist movement. We 
have been comment­
ing that if the Peo­
ple's War in Nepal 
faces a big setback 
then it will not only 
reflect the failure of 
our Party but wiJJ also 
reflect the failure of 
the international com­
munist movement to a 
s ignificant extent. 
From thi s point of 
view, it is evident that 
our relationship with 
the international com­
munist movement is 
somewhat different 
from such other rela-
tionships in the past. We are confident 
that, along witn the development of the 
revolutionary movement under the 
guidance of the great ideology of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism and proletarian 
internationalism, this re lationship will 
serve the world revofution even more 
profoundly. 

How do you see the relationship be­
tween the revolution in Nepal and the 
rest of the South Asia region? 

Because of South Asia's economic, 
political, cultural and geographical 
concrete conditions, we feel it is nec­
essary to carry on the revolutionary 
processes of all the countries in this 
region in a co-ordinated manner. We 
have been stressing the importance of 
co-ordinating the revolutionary move­
ments at the South Asian level in the 
context in which the region is growing 
into an important centre of world revo­
lution, and that the imperial ists, espe­
ciaJly the American imperialists, have 
been casting their evi l eyes on this re­
gion, and the Indian expansionist ru l­
ing classes, who dream of being a big 
bully of the region, are kneeling before 
the American imperialfsts. Jt is by go­
ing through this process of jo int ef­
forts that we have pointed towards the 
possibili ty of developing a " new So­
viet Federation at the South Asian 

level" in the future. We have serious ly 
. considered the importance of advanc­
ing revolution in South Asia under a 
grand strategy. 

The Nepalese revolution and our 
Party have been maintaining a lively 
relationship wi th the revolutionary par­
ties and movements in India, Bangla­
desh and Sri Lanka. In this respect we 
feel that the Indian revolutionary par­
ties and the Indian revolution will have 
the most important role to play. 

What suggestions would you offer to 
comrades in other countries who are 
striving to initiate or develop people's 
war? 

To all those comrades who are en­
dea vou ri n cr to develop va riou s 
warfronts within a single campaign of 
world proletarian revolution, we~ from , 
the warfront in Nepal , would hke to 
convey our well wishes that the com­
rades will be full y successful in apply­
ing the uni versal principles of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism to the specific 
conditions of their own respective 
countries. However tortuous the road 
may be, the victory of the world prole­
tarian revolution is certain. 

Thank you. • 
\ 



Nepal 

The Future 
is Bright, 

Youth, including 
many women, 
fump at the 
chance to be part 
of an organisation 
that breaks 
tradition's chains 
and fight. class 
oppression. 

The Road 

In the fi rst half of 200 I the politi.caJ 
situation in Nepal developed with diz­
zying speed. While it was the massacre 
of the royal family in June that caught 
the most world attention, at the centre 
has been the increasing strength of the 
People's War in that country, the incor­
poration of ever broader sections of the 
masses and the serious defeats inflicted 
on the reactionary armed forces, espe­
c ially the militarised police forces that 
had been carrying out the main sup­
pression against the revolution in Ne­
pal. The advance of the People's War 
has been the main factor driving Ne­
pal's ruling class into a profound politi­
cal crisis. It is instructive to look at some 
of the news immediate ly prior to the 
royal family massacre in June 200 I . is Tortuous In. the firs t two weeks of May, the 
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people's armed forces captur~d 100 ri­
fles, and quite a few enemy were killed 
and captured. In May alont; 9-10 po­
lice posts were completely overrun. In 
the first week of April two major en­
gagements resulted in 70 enemy killed. 
The Party had only formed its first mili­
tary company six months previously. 
[A squad in the people's armed forces 
generally consists of nine men and 
women. A platoon consists of three 
squads, and a company of three pla­
toons. The platoon is currently the 
main unit of the people's army.] The 
people's forces now consist of thou­
sands of organised soldiers, in addi­
tion to thousands more armed masses. 
Now there are several permanent com­
panies. This means that the one hun­
dred or so soldiers in a company ma­
noeuvre as a basic unit, not simply 
gathering and dispersing. Thus the 
companies are able to deal with rela-

~ ti vely large units of the enemy. Re­
cently the Party had its first experience 
operating on a brigade level (three 
companies), but the brigades are not 
permanent formations at this time. 

The military advances of the peo-
ple's armed forces laid the basis foror­

~ ganising a new political power of the 
,._ people. In May, the formation of peo­
~ pie's governments was announced in 
~ huge mass meetings in Western dis-
3i: tricts of the country that had been the 
~ stronghold of the People's War (see 
Q · the back cover for a photograph of one 
~ such meeting). 
~ The militarised police, who in fact 
q: have been trained and equipped by the 

Royal Nepal Army, proved incapable 
of resisting the people's strength. The 
Western imperialists and neighbouring 
India became increasingly alarmed at 
the growing possibility of a Maoist 
victory. The Prime Minister of revision­
ist China, Zhu Rongji, also came· to 
Nepal on 12 May to protect Chinese 
interests amidst an increasingly turbu­
lent political situation. It was widely 
reported that the Maoist insurgency 
was high on his agenda. A leading US 
State Department official arrived in 
Kathmandu and began to issue orders. 
His main point was that the Maoist in­
surgency must be stopped, and· he 
publicly barked orders to this effect to 

· the then wiUing Nepalese Prime Minis­
ter Girija Koirala. 

In the important Terai region of 
Nepal, the flat agricultural belt lying 
along the border of India that stretches 
from one end of the country to the 

other, the Party's work has been 
achieving good results. Most of the 
country's gtain is produced here, and 
it is. home to 40 per cent of the popula­
tion. The class enemies had hoped in 
vain to make use oflon_g-standing con· 
tradictions between Nepalese of "hill" 
origin and those of "Indian" origin 
(most of whom have been in Nepal for 
generations). In May, forthe first time, 
a heavily armed police post in the Terai, 
with dozens of defenders, was over­
whelmed by the people's armed forces. 
Most of the landlordism in Nepal is 
located in this are~. and it is key for 
carrying forward the proletariat's 
policy of "land to the tiller". The royal 
family itself is amdhg the biggest land­
lords in this region. 

ENGAGING THE RNA 

It was clear that the only obstacle 
standing between the Maoist People's 
War and the capture of nation-wide 
political power was the Royal Nepal 
Army (RNA), whose main forces had 
still not been fully engaged in this 
fight. Indeed, the full mobilising of the .. 
Army was the main demand of the US 
and th~ Nepalese Prime Minister. 

But calling out the RNA is not as 
easy as the imperialists and other re­
actionaries would wish. The People's 
War had reached such a breadth and 
depth, and the people's armed forces 
had developed to such an important 

. degree, that, even to the reactionaries, 
it was by no means sure what the out­
come would be. The "commandos" of 
the military police, were, in fal: , dis­
guised· operatives of the Royal Army. 
Would the soldiers do better than the 
commandos they themselves had 
trained and equipped? Further, the 
Royal Army (and behind it, the royal 
family) had been putting forward con­
ditions to the whole Nepalese ruling 
class. On 20 April, Army Chief of Staff 
General Rana stated: " ... But we must 
not forget that without clear policy 
goals and directions from His Majes­
ty's Government, and without strong 
support from all political parties, it is 
difficult to ensure the success of any 
national security or development pro­
gramme. Therefore, if the anny is to be 
used in internal security and develop­
ment programmes, then then~ must be 
strong and long-term support from the 
c;.ommon people and all political par­
ties." Translated, this means that the 
Army would dictate its terms to the 

ruling class political parties. 
It was in this tumultuous situation 

that the world was s·tunned when a . ' 
massacre took place at the Palace, kill- · 
ing most of the royal family, including ' · l 
the King and the Crown Prince (who 
wgs accused of killing his parents and 
family in an insane rage over a love 
affair). Very few people in Nepal ac­
cepted the rapidly shifting story of the 
government. The Communist Party of 
Nepal· (Maoist) laid the responsibility 
for the massacre with US imperialism 
and the Indian secret services ·and 
pointed to King Birendra's reluctance 
to order the Royal Nepalese Army to 
directly combat the People's War. 

The new king was quick to reveal 
his colours when thefeditors of a lead-
ing Kathmandu daily were arrested and 
initially charged with treason for hav-
ing published an article by Baburam 
Bhattarai, a senior member of the Po-.. 
Iitical Bureau oftheCPN(M). In his ar­
ticle, comrade Bhattarai calls upon pa­
triotic elements in the army to refuse 
allegiance to the new king and to make 
common cause with the people of Ne­
pal.' A press release issued by the 
CPN(M) concerning the massacre of 
-the royal family is reprinted in this is-
sue of the journal. 

Throughout the war, and increas­
ingly so in the more recent period, the 
CPN(M) has struggled to make its 
voice heard throughout the whole so­
ciety and to take a direct role in the 
political debate and struggle. The Party 
refers to this as a policy of "political 
intervention at the central level", which 
it considers a necessary complement 
to the armed struggle for power itself. 

The strength of the People's War 
has meant that the Party's political 
propositions have been at the centre 
stage of the country's political life. The 
Party has not only put forward its ba­
sic programme for a New Democratic 
Nepal, but also proposed immediate so­
lutions to the crisis the country is fac­
ing. Even before the massacre of the 
royal' family there were frequent de­
bates' in the ruling circles of Nepal as 
well as widespread interest among ur­
ban intellectuals and some other sec­
tions of the masses regarding the 
CPN(M)'s proposal for negotiations 
with t»e government under certain con­
dition~. One formal meeting between 
the CPN(M) Central Committee repre­
sentative and the Deputy Prime Min­
ister had taken place in late 2000. 

AJ:so before the royal family mas-

·l 
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sacre, the political crisis of the regime 
was reaching extreme heights. Parlia-

J
,. ment was paralysed, unable even to 

meet. The ruling class had been un­
~ able to solidify its ranks and unite in a 

focused attack on the People's War, 
despite insistent calls from many quar-
ters for exactly such measures. It was 
already clear, before June, that the sta­
tus quo ante (the previously existing 
balance of forces) could not be main­
tained and new dramatic political 
reconfigurations were inevitable. 

It was in this context of heighten­
ing crisis that the Party put forward 
the slogan for a conference of all the 
institutions in Nepal to scrap the exist­
ing constitution, form an interim gov­
ernment and discuss the political reor­
ganisation of the country. After the 

I · royal family massacre the Party ana-
1 ysed that the "traditional Nepalese 
monarchy had come to an end" ·and 
called for the resignation of Prime Min­
ister Gijira and for all political forces to 
join in efforts to form a new interim 

l . government. 
. In the immediate aftermath of the 

royal family massacre, the armed forces 
: led by the Communist Party of Nepal 

(Maoist) further intensified the strug-
gle. For example, separate raids were 
carried out on 6 July on the police posts 
in three different districts, Lamjung, 
Nuwakot and Gulmi, killing 41 milita­
rised policemen and injuring many oth­
ers. People's guerrillas stripped all the 
camps and equipped themselves with 
au the arms and ammunition and blazed 
the posts into ash. Altogether nine 
Maoist fighters were martyred in those 
separate battles. 

While the military actions were 
shaking the country the Party carried 
,out other forms of struggle as well. A 
:very successful nation-wide strike, or 
"bandh", was held on 12 July. 

The struggle was heading to a cre­
scendo when 70 policemen were cap­
tured by the Maoist-led armed forces 
in a daring attack on 12 July at Holleri 
police post in Rolpa. After two hours 
of fighting, the guerrillas captured an 
inspector and 69 others from amongst 
the 72 stationed there. The Girija gov­
ernment, with the support of the new 
King Gyanendra, promised to "rescue" 
the captured policemen with the help 
of the Royal Nepal Army. Press releases 
were issued claiming that 150 Maoist 
fighters had been killed and that their 
defeat in the symbolic stronghold of 
Rolpa was imminent. The reality was 

quite a bit different; there had been no 
casualties on the people's side. At that 
moment, the soldiers of the Royal 
Nepalese Army were unwilling and/or 
unable to defeat the Maoist armed 
forces, and the prisoners were released 
only after giving a pledge not to take 
up arms against the people. 

In this climate, Prime Minister Girija, 
sharply criticised from within his own 
party for his inability to deliver on his . 
promises to destroy the insurgency, 
and discredited among the masses, 
announced his resignation. He gave a 
farewell speech in which he singled out 
the Maoists as the greatest "problem" 
facing the nation. 

With th~ people's forces storming 
one stronghold after another and the 
reactionary armed forces unable to s.top 
the tide, a new prime minister, Sher 
Bahadur Deuba, was chosen from 
within the ranks of the Nepal Congress 
Party, one of the main pillars of the re­
actionary ruling class. Within days of 
taking power, Deuba called a unilateral 
cease-fire and called for negotiations 
with the CPN(M). Chairman Prachanda 
responded by instructing the Party's 
armed forces to hold off on any offen­
sive actions but remain on the alert. 
On 29 July, the state released 15 Mao­
ist prisoners, and a few days later ten 
more, and hinted they might release 
others. · 

THE US AND INDIA 

The bulk of the Nepalese ruling 
class seems to have lined up behind 
Deuba's call for a cease-fire and nego­
tiations. Even the newly appointed 
United States Assistant ·Secretary of 
State for South Asia, Christina Rocca, 
whose predecessor had pushed for 
'calling out the Royal Army, quickly 
rushed to Nepal to express support f~r. 
the new governmer ~'s policy. It was 
clear that the ruling class options were 
quickly evaporating and that the rul­
ers and their imperialist advisors felt 
that, at least for a while, mi~itary and 
political considerations made negotia­
tions an unavoidable step. But it Was 

·also clear that negotiations would be 
just one mor~ arena of combat. Arti­
cles in the ruling class press in Nepal 
predicted prolonged and fa~rce discus­
sions before any· ·serious negotiations 
could be held. 

A reporter from the Nepali Times 
asked Baburam Bhatterai, '~Is your 
armed struggle going to be a continu-
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ous strategy or do you see the real 
possibility of that endiqg for, say, a 
negotiated settlement?" He responded 
sharply, "Whether the armed struggle 
will be waged till the very end or not, 
depends not on our pious wishes but 
on the objective and subjective condi­
tions of the revolution, particularly on 
the policy of the ruling classes. Our 
openly stated goal is total state power 
for the oppressed mass~s. Nothing 
more, or less. Wtll the reactionary rul­
ing classes hand over state power 
through a 'negotiated settlement'?.Ypu 
should ask them." 

Indeed, while the revolutionary 
process has been shown to be rich and 
complex, the basic task remains the 
same as it was when the CPN (Maoist) 
boldly initiated the People's War on 13 
February 1996 - the capturing of po­
litical power by the proletariat in alli­
ance with the whole-people, especially 
the poor peasantry. As Mao put it, "the 
seizure of power by armed foree, the 
settlement.of the issue by war, is the 
central task and the highest form of 
revolution". It has also been proven 
all over the world, time and again, that 
the ruling class will never step down 

· from the stage of history voluntarily. 
On the cgntrary, despite whatever tac­
tics the ruling class might adopt at orie 
time or another, the closer they feel to 
their doom, the more ferociously they 
will fight to hang on to their privileges 
as exploiters. While the divisions in the 
ruling class are sharpened by the 
blows of the revolutionary people, fear 
of revolution will also tend to unite 
them against the people. 

Furthermore, Nepal cannot be seen 
outside of its international context. The 
People's ~ar in Nepaljs advancing 
amidst an upswing in the revolution in 
nearby India, the centrepiece of the 
semi-feudal, semi-colonial set-up in the 
whole region. India has long consid­
ered Nepal its ''protectorate". It is not 
a question of whether or not India will 
intervene, but only how and in what 
forms. India is intensively reinforcing 
its entire lengthy border with Nepal 
under the thin pretext of preventing the 
entry of "Pakistani infiltrators". Perma­
nent paramilitary posts, ·each contain­
ing 30 to 40 personnel, are being es­
tablished at a distance of 3 to 5 kilome­
tres apart. But the Indian ruling class, 
although a formidable enemy, is not all­
powerful. Indian expansionism is 
widely oppos~d by the Nepalese peo­
ple. The communist revolutionaries in 
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India are making common cause with 
the comrades of Nepal, and Maoist­
led insurgencies are advancing ir.· 
Andhra, Bihar and Dandakaraoya in 
India. The Indian ruling classes, which 
have serious ·difficulties maintaining 
their rule over areas such as Kashmir, 
Assam and northeast India (the scene 
of massive movements demanding an 
end to national oppression by the cen­
tral Indian state), would find it no easy 
matter to trample on Nepal. 

STEERING REVOLUTION TO VICTORY 

The Communist Party of Nepal 
(Maoist) is keenly aware of its respon­
sibilities to the revolution on an inter­
national and regional scale. The 
CPN(M) sees regional co-operation not 
only as necessary for seizing power 
but also from the longer-term view­
point of holding onto power in the face 
of imperialist and reactionary encircle­
ment, building a socialist economy and 
transforming all of society. In this light 
they are calling for the creation of a 
Soviet Federation of South Asia. This 
bold orientation is also certain to meet 
with increased attention by the class 
enemies in the region and internation­
ally. No doubt the revolutionaries of 
the region will be carefully consider­
ing this proposal and the orientation 
that lies behind it. The recent meeting 
of Marxist-Leninist-Maoist parties and 
organisations of the South AsiaTegion 
showed a resolve to strengthen co­
operation among the proletarian revo­
lutionary forces of the region (see their 
Statement reprinted in this issue). 
China, which also shares a Jong bor­
der with Nepal, is closely monitoring 
events. While revisionist China is thor­
oughly integrated into the imperialist 
world order, its own reactionarv state 
interests put it in conflict witr ·[ndia. 
At the same time, the Chinese revision­
ist rulers, who overthrew the revolu­
tion in their own country, fear and hate 
Maoism reappearing like a phoenix on 
their own border. 

In short, there are many sharply 
contradictory phenomena both insi_de 
Nepal and in the regional and interna­
tional context that give rise to a com­
plex and dynamic revolutionary proc­
ess. This rich experience bas also gen­
erated vibrant discussion inside the 
Party. Throughout the war, the CPN(M) 
leadership has paid attention to unfold-

ing two-line struggle. Throughout this 
whole process the far-sighted leader­
ship of Comrade Prachanda has been 
affirmed. At the recent Second Na­
tional Conference (excerpts of the Con­
ference document are reprinted in this 
issue), the Party consolidated its un­
.derstanding that the formulation of a 
"set of ideas" that it calls "Prachanda 
Path" was an historic accomplishment 
of the Nepalese revolution. Comrade 
Prachanda was elected Chairman of the 
Party. In an interview with A World to 
Win, Chairman Prachanda explains the 
thinking of the Party on a number of 
vital questions. 

Communist revolutionaries 
throughout the world are following the 
developments in Nepal with the utmost 
interest. Surely it is time that our inter­
national movement made some real 
leaps in building proletarian political 
power, and the advances in Nepal are 
filling comrades all over the world with 
enthusiasm and underscoring the " 11 • .....---,r;:r:-:~ .. ,...:.­
power and vitality of Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism. Furthermore, it is clear 
that the CPN(M) is grappling with a 
series of difficult and complicated 
questions that come with the respon­
sibility of directly leading millions of 
people and steering the revolution to 
victory. For most Maoist parties and 

· organisations these are new problems 
with which the movement still has lit­
tle recent practice. Through the close 
interaction between the CPN(M) and 
the rest of the international comniunist 
movement, especially RIM, we can ex­
pect that the whole movement will 
deepen its understanding as it learns 
about and struggles over the new ex­
periences corning out of Nepal. 

It is, of course, impossible to pre­
dict the next developments in the un­
folding People's War. Reaction in Ne­
pal, India and among the world imperi­
alists is one of increasing alarm at the 
rapid growth of Maoist-led revolution, 
and these enemies will use any and all 
types of covert action and conspiracy, 
military intervention, political and eco­
nomic bullying and other means to try 
to prevent the emergence of proletar­
ian political power on a nation-wide 
level. The wounded and cornered beast 
will certainly lash out. But it is just as 
certain that the revolutionary struggle 
will press ahead despi te whatever 
twists and turns it must go through 
toward the u_nfolding bright future. • 
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Document of the Nepalese Revolution 

From "The· Gre~t Leap 
Forwaro: Inevitable 
Necessity of History" 

, 

International Communist Movement 
and Its Historical Lessons 
The following excerpts are from the 
Document of the Second National 
Conference of the Communist Party of . 
Nepal (Maoist) . They are reprinted 
from Himalayan Thunder (May 200 I). 
quarterly bulletin of the CPN (M), and 
slightly edited for publication. 

Born together with capitalism, the 
proletariat is the last, revolutionary and 
international class of history. In Eu­
rope, its emergence and s trugg le· 
against capitalism paved the way for 
the propounding of Marxism. Of ex­
traordinary talent, Karl Marx along with 
his very intimate friend, Frederick 
Engels, discovered the world outlook 
of the proletariat - dialectical and his­
torical materialism. Known as Marxism, 
this scientific discovery was nothing 
but in essence a supreme synthesis of 
the experience and knowledge man­
kind achieved in thousand of years. 
This science, synthesised with the 
revolutionary objective of transform­
ing the world, not merely explaining it, 
brought an unprecedented revolution 
in the thinking of mankind, and pro­
vided a scientific device to understand 
and transform the world, and to fight 
against all kinds of dogmas, supersti­
tions and evils of society. 

Marxism proved irrefutably how a 
unique production relationship is main­
tained between some people and other 
people, with the development of the 
productive forces in the process of 
production and reproduction for the 
fulfi lment of material needs, and how 
the total development of history after 
the stage of primitive communism is 
the history of class struggle, as deter­
mined by definite scientific laws. This 
is the allegation of historical material­
ism about history as a whole. 

Exposing the real cause of capital­
ist exploitation and the accumulation 

of capital in the hands of a handful of 
capitalists in society, Marx put forward 
the great theory of surplus value. 
Also. Marxism made it clear how capi­
talism has created a vicious circle of 
exploitation by turning human labour 
into a non-living thing in order to make 
more profits, and, at the same time, how 
it is developing huge battalions of the 
modem proletarian class and is ulti­
mately digging its own grave. 

Cons idering the unprecedented 
development of i:he productive forces, 
and the contradiction between the 
socialisation of the production proc­
ess and the private appropriation of 
production, Marxism presented, bear­
ing the responsibility for social revo­
lution on the shoulders of the prole­
tariat, a scientific ideal of golden com­
munist society by demolishing classes · 
and states, and ending all kinds of ex­
ploitation of man by man. Marx and 
Engels laid th~ foundation of basic 
principles relating to the strategy for 
the proletariat to pursue to achieve the 
great ideals of communist society. In 
total , they presented fundamental 
views on the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat and the socialist state as an in­
evitable need for the transitional pe­
riod from capitalism to communism, the 
need of violent revolution, the need of 
the destruction of the old capitalist 
state and the concept of the develop­
ment of armed masses. Throughout his 
whole life, Engels fought fiercely 
against bourgeois trends appearing in 
the workers' movement to establish 
this scientific view. 

Against the concept of b<:mrgeois 
nationalism developed for the security 
and needs of the market, Marxism up­
held the banner of proletarian intema­
l;ionalism. Loudly chanting the slogan 
"Workers of all countries, unite!", the 
first Communist· International was 
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founded at the initiative of and under 
the leadership of Marx and Engels. It 
spread the scientific ideas of The Com­
munist Manifesto among ·the workers 
and, simultaneously, fOught vigorously 
ag_ainst various opportunist trends 
appearing in the international commu­
nist movement. It is in this context that 
in Paris, France, the proletariat, for the 
first time in history, seized the state 
through armed revolt. Renowned as the 
"Paris Commune" all over the world, 
this historical revolt not only justified 
the basic principles of Marxism but 
also helped Marx and Engels to refine 
these with the synthesis of experience. 
Though lasting for a short period of 
only 72 days due to its inherent mis­
takes, Marx and Engels declared that 
its experiences would live forever. 

It is particularly remarkable that the 
views of Marx and Engeis on the Paris 
Commune have been serving as his­
torical inspiration even today to iden­
tify and fight against revisionism and 
opportunism in the communist move­
ment. Due to the defeat of the Paris 
Commune and the conspiracy of op­
portunists within, the First Communist 
International was dissolved. However, 
after the death of Marx and as per the 
needs of the new situation, the Sec­
ond Communist International was 
formed under the leadership of Engels 
in 1889, which played a significant role 
in disseminating Marxism in the pri­
mary stage. But after Engels' death, the 
leaders of the Second International, . 
mainly Karl Kautsky, knelt before hour- · 
geois parliamentarianism and betrayed 
the revolutionary principles of Marx­
ism. In the course of the hard struggle 
against reformism and parliamentarian­
ism, a Bolshevik party and revolution­
ary struggle of a new type developed 
under the leadership of Lenin, and the 
socialist revolution was completed in 
Russia in 1917. During the life-and­
death struggle against revisionism for 
the defence of its scientific and revo­
lutionary teachings, Marxism devel­
oped into Manism-Leninism. Lenin 
highly stressed that there can be uo 
struggle against reaction unless it is 
linked with that against opportunism. 
He elevated the philosophy of dialec­
tical materialism to a new height. The 

. fact that the principle of the unity and 
struggle of opposites is the only fun­
damental principle of dialectics was 
further explained. By analysing and 
researching the characteristics of im­
perialism, Lenin contributed qualita-

'\.:..,_,_ ·=--~:-·--:"'----·-...-.---··- ... --... 

tively in the\ field of political economy stress given by the Comintern led by 
and defined the new era as the "era of Lenin on the significance of the crea­
imperialisP,i and proletarian revolu- tive application of the general princi­
tion", which made a great contribution pies of proletarian internationalism and 
in devising the strategy and tactics of Marxism in accordance with the na­
revolution. His analyses, which were tional characteristics of such countries. 
well justified by later events, are At a time when struggle is still 
equally correct evep today. Lenin not needed in the international communist . 
only enriched Marxism on the total movement against the trend which, 
aspects of scientific socialism, includ- even today, represents, on the one 
ing the concept of a new party, the hand; sectarian nationalism on the pre­
strategy of socialist revolution, the text of national characteristics, and, on 
struggle against revisionism, uniting the other, Trotskyism that undermines 
the peasants for revolution in the back- national characteristics on the pretext 
ward countries and the significance of of internationalism, the significance of 
full democratic revolution, the prole- this is evident. 
tarian view on the right of nations to After the death of Lenin, Stalin led 
self-determinatirn:i, the need for prole- the international communist move­
tarian revolution to lead the national ment. He served the J?fOletarian move­
Iiberation movement in the eastern ment by undertakirig historic tasks 
countries, and regarding the develop- such as defeating the right 
ment and struggle of the workers and liquidationism that emerged in the form 
masses in the capitalist countries, of the so-called permanent revolution 
which developed in the imperialist pe- of Zinoviev, Kamenev and, mainly~· 
riod, but also elevated it .. to a new Trotsky; establishing Leninism; 
height of development. strengthening the Soviet Union by 

The success of the Great October collective farming and planned eco­
Socialist Revolution created unprec- nomic development; knocking Hider 
edented waves in the world. The fascism to the ground in the Second 
masses, oppressed for centuries, felt·· World War; synthesising the experi­
that they had found a new way to real .. ~nee of Soviet economic development; 
liberation. Fiercely resisting the out- and leading the whole international 
look of the imperialists and reactionar- communist movement for about three 
ies, the Third International was formed decades. 
at the initiative of and under the lead- Nevertheless, the fact that many se­
ership of Lenin in 1919 in order to forge rious weaknesses prevailed in Stalin 
ahead the world revolution in an or- and eventually caused some serious 
ganised way. Taking the Soviet social- problems should not ·go unheeded. 
ist state, founded in a very large part While doing so, our starting point 
of the earth, as a base area, he gave should be, of course, the evaluation of 
emphasis to advancing the world revo- Stalin made by Mao, in wh.ich he has · 
lution: The revolution of Germany divided Stalin's thoughts and works 
among the developed countries and into two aspects and declared 70% of 
the issue of the same in countries like them correct and 30% wrong. 
India and China among the undevel- Advancing on the ground of the 
oped countries were seriously thought general guideline about revolution in 
over. Declaring that the proletarian the colonial and semi-colonial coun­
revolution in backward countries with tries of the pre-capitalist stage as put 
a majority of peasants is "very hard . forward by Lenin during the initial p~­
and great", he emphasised applying riod of the Third International and 
the general principles of communism greatly influencing the international 
in accordance with the concrete situa- pow.er balance, the new-democratic 

. tion of the country concerned. Even- revolq.tion was completed successfully 
tually, a concept of "National Demo- in China. This successful revolution 
cratic Revolution" was put forward re- in a huge area with the largest popula­
quiring fightfog against colonial and tion in the world through decades of 
semi-colonial exploitation, too, in such struggle presented a new model for 
countries. However, Lenin emphasised revolution in the semi-feudal and semi­
that the communist revolutionaries of colonial countries of the pre-capitalist 
the countries concerned·mustwork out stage .. 1 As Lenin had called for, the 
and develop the strategies for revolu- Communist Party of China led by Mao 
~ion themselves. At this juncture, par- undertook the "great and difficult" task 
ticular attention must be paid to the of re-vplution in an eastern country by . 

·' 



creatively applying the universal prin- turning this into a hostile struggle with 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism in their the revolutionaries. If non-proletarian 
own specificities. In this context, the ideas prevail in the party, the whole 
Communist Party of China led by Mao party changes its colour. Therefore, the 
enriched and developed the Marxist revolutionaries should be always_ con­
science. The theory and knowledge of tinuously revolutionising the party 
contradiction in philosophy, theanaly- through two-line struggle. 
sis of bureaucrat capitalism in political Thus, the Chinese revolution 

·economy, thedevelopmentofthestrat- grounded in Marxist-Leninist thought 
egy for new-democratic revolution, the goaded millions of workers and peas­
universal principle of people's w~, and ants on their way to be the masters of 
the concrete concept of the party,' army their own destiny. The Communist 
and united front, clearly show the en- Party of China led by Mao put forward 
richment of Marxism-Leninism. a programme for socialist revolution 

During the process of revolution, right after the success of the new­
Mao had to fight hard against right and democratic revolution under the lead­
"Ieft" opportunism of various kinds ershipofthe proletariat. In this histori­
and against elements who wanted to cal process of socialist revolution, the 
mechanically copy foreign experience, contradictions between the revolution­
such as Li Li-san, Wang Ming, Chang aries and the people who had been in­
Kuo-tao, etc. When deeply cogitated, fluenced by the bourgeois character 
Mao's struggle against Li Li-san, Wang of the new-democratic revo1ution and 
Ming, etc., seems, in essence, to be joined the revolution intensified. Right 
related to the struggle against much of at that period, Stalin died in the Soviet 
the mechanical materialist thinking and Union. Khrushchevite revisionism 
working style of Stalin and the seized the leadership in the 20th Con­
Comintern, though Mao never dis- gress in a. counter-revolutionary coup 
closed this. Mao had called upon the in the Soviet Union, and capitalism was 
people to be alert against the threat of restored. -The Khrushchevite clique 
mechanical materialist and metaphysi- was successful in overturning social­
cal thinking that existed in the Com- ism and the dictatorship of the prole­
munist Party of China and the intema- tariat, ,using the pretext of struggle 
tional communist movement not only against the personality cult of Stalin. 
through his policy of unity and strug- This event shocked the revolutionar­
gle worked out in the case of the united ies all over the world. Terrorising with 
front but also through his great works nuclear arms, the clique rejected the 
like "On Contradiction", "On Practice", decisive role of the people in the malc­
"Reform Your Study", "Rectify the ing of history. The renegade 
Style of Work", "On New Democracy", Khrushchevite clique advocated class 
etc. conciliation instead of class struggle 

In the international communist in the name of the. "three peacefuls". 
movement, Mao defined the party as a Khrushchev cloaked his blatant advo­
unity of opposites, and not as a mono- cacy of bourgeois parliamentarianism 
lithic and homogenous unity, and he with possibilities rising from the 

, clarified the fact that two-line struggle changed world situation. Encouraged 
inside the party is, in deed, always the ' , by the restoration of capitalism in Rus­
motivating force forthe party's life. In sia, the Chinese rightists intensified 
addition, clarifying the inter-relation their attack on the proletarian revolu­
betweep class struggle in society and tionaries in the party. The Peng Te­
two-line struggle in the party, he pre- huai event is a concrete example of this. 
sented a scientific explanation of the In the face of this compleXt situa­
fact that as long as classes are there, tion, Mao seriously thought over the 
the party exists, and as long as the class struggle under socialism and 
party exists, ideological struggle pre- upheld the banner of struggle against 
vails. He declared the concept of mono- Khrushchevite modem revisionism . 
lithic unity to be anti-dialectical and outside the country and right oppor­
flatly rejected it. His view on the party tunism inside the party. During this 
added a new dimension to the Leninist fierce struggle, Mao put forward, with 
view of the militant party of a new type. a scientific analysis of the class strug­
According to Mao, a struggle between gle in socialism, a concept of continu­
right and wrong ideas always runs in- ous revolution under the dictatorship 
side the party, and at a certain stage of the proletariat as the principle to pre­
wrong ideas appear as revisionism, vent the restoration of capitalism, and 
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he led the Great Proletariat Cultural 
Revolution, which is. considered an 
unprecedented mass revolution i:1} the 
whole history of mankind. With this 
earth-shaking revolution, Mao armed _ 
the proletarian class -with a new 
weapon to prevent the restoration of · 
capitalism in socialist society. This 
great contribution established Mao as· 
the propounder of a new, third and 
higher stage of Marxism, i.e. Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism. This great revolu­
tion prevented the restoration of capi­
talism in China for 10 years. Notwith­
standing the success of the capitalist­
roaders in restoring capitalism in China 
through counter-revolutionary plots, 
due to various national and interna­
tional reasons after Mao's death, the 
significance of the principle he devel­
oped has not declined at all, but in­
stead has grown as a beacon for fu-
ture revolutions. · · 

What is notable here is that Mao, 
after the Khrushchevjte clique suc­
ceeded in restoring capitalism in the 
Soviet Union without any serious re- . 
sistance, fought, on the one hand, to 
safeguard the achievements of the 

·world's first socialist state, and on the 
other, persevered seriously in study­
ing th~. weaknesses that caused such 
an irreparable loss. It is in this context 
that we must understand his defence 
of Stalin against the attack of the 
Khrushchevite clique and M:ap's ex­
planation of his various mistakes and 
weaknesses. Mao's evaluation of Sta­
lin stands apart against both rightist 
revisionism, which negates him com­
pletely, and against sectarian dogma­
tist revisionism, which accepts even 
his mistalces and weaknesses. In the 
international communist movement, 
the former trend is lea by Trotsky, Tito, 
Khrushchev, ·etc., while the latter trend 
is led by Enver Hoxha, etc. Another 
important point to note is that Euro­
Communism, on the pretext of oppos­
ing Stalin's concept of monolithic 
unity and bureaucracy, began oppos­
ing the integrated dialectical material­
ist science of Marxism from a bour­
geois anarchist pluralist angle. 

When the debate was going on in 
the international communist move­
ment, and Khrushchev, the ring-leader 
of modemrevisionism, along with im­
perialism was simultaneously defam-

. ing Stalin from a counter-revolution­
ary angle, it was but necessary to de­
fend Stalin, emphasising his essentially 
correct and positive as~cts. Doing so 
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did not mean defending him alone but 
also the whole communist movement, 
socialism, and overall Marxism-Lenip­
ism itself. But today thin~ ·have 
changed greatly; Khruschevite revi­
sionism, later turning into social-impe­
rialism,. has fallen completely with the 
dissolving of the Soviet Union. In 
China, the Chinese Khrushchevites · 
have usurped power through a coun­
ter-revolutionary coup and restored 
capitalism after Com. Mao's death: 
Today there is not even· a single so­
cialist state in the world. 

At this moment, revolutionaries all 
over the world are free, without any 
political pressure, to draw the essence. 
of historical experience, and a great 
responsibility has been laid on their 
shoulders, to fulfil which they must 
work hard, no doubt. In this context, 
we must go into depth on what has 
been mentioned in the very beginning 
of the letter entitled "On the Question 
of Stalin" during the Great Debate 
launched by the Communist Party of 
China led by Mao against 
Khrushchevite revisionism. It states, 
'The question of Stalin is one of world­
wide 'importance which has had reper­
cussions among all classes in every 
country and which is still a subject of 
much discussion today, with different 
classes and their political parties and 
groups taking different views. It is 
likely that no final verdict can be 
reached on this question in the present 
century." The century as stated by the 
Communist Party of China led by Mao 
has ended, and the 21st century has 
already started. We must focus our at­
tention on defending Stalin's 70 per 
cent positive contributions and draw­
ing lessons from his 30 per cent errors. 
As stated elsewhere in the same arti­
cle, "It would be beneficial if the errors 
of Stalin, which were only secondary, 
are taken as historical lessons so 
that... the Communists might take 
warning and avoid repeating those er­
rors or commit fewer errors." Another 
important point is that his~ errors con­
tain two aspects - the errors commit­
ted inevitably due to lack of experience 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
and the errors caused by ideological 
mistakes. It was not possible to pre­
vent the former errors, but the latter 
ones could have been. 

and fell into metaphysics and subjec-
. tivism on certain questions and con­

sequently he was sometimes divorced 
from reality and from the masses. In 
struggles inside as well a5'outside the 
Party, on certain occasions and on cer­
tain questions he confused· two types 
of contradictions that are different in 
nature, contradictions between our­
selves and the enemy and contradic­
tions among the people, and also con­
fused the different methods needed in · 
handling them. In the work led by Sta­
lin of suppressing the counter-revolu­
tion, many counter- revolutionaries de­
serving punishment were duly pun­
ished, but at the same time there were 
innocent people who were wrongly· 
convicted; and in 1937 and 1938 there 
occurred the error of enlarging the 
scope of the suppression of counter­
revolutionaries. In the matter of Party 
and government organisation, he did 

' not fully apply proletarian democratic 
centralism and, to some extent, violated 
it. In handling relations with fraternal 
Parties and countries he made some 
mistakes. He also gave some bad coun­
sel in the international communist 
movement. These mistakes caused 
some losses to the Soviet Union and 
the international communist move­
ment." 

In the context of the experiences of 
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu­
tion, Maoism and the contemporary in­
ternational communist movement, 
what is evident today is the fact that, 
although he was a great Marxist­
Leninist, Stalin's ideological mistakes 
have substantially influenced the 
world communist movement subjec­
tively. Categorically speaking, he had 
some weaknesses in his thinking and 
understanding and dealing with the 
fundamental principle of dialectics, the 
unity and struggle of opposites. Tak­
ing the communist party as a mono­
lithic unity, instead of a unity of oppo­
sites, led him to errors in identifying 
the nature of and ways of dealing with 
two-line struggle inside the party. As 

Listing the errors of Stalin, it is 
stated in the same article of the Great 
Debate, "In his way of thinking, Stalin 
departed from dialectical materialism 

a result, it was declared, on the 
grounds of rapid economic growth 
through the elimination of private own­
ership, collective farming and indus­
trialisation, that there was no hostile 
class contradiction in Soviet society, 
which violated basic priticiples of 
Marxism-Leninism. Such analysis made : 
Stal~n think one-sidedly that a threat 
to Soviet !;ociety could occur only 
from external intervention and con-

.. 
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spiracy. The emphasis on the possibil­
ity of counter-revolution from external 
intervention and conspiracy, instead 
of paying adequate attention to how 
new capitalists are produced within the 
communist party itself in Soviet soci- · 
ety and how to control them, violated 
at times Lenin's basic postulates on 
the relationship between the formation 
in one country of socialism and the 
development of the world revolution 
during the primary period of the 
Comintern. Though there was no ill 
intention at all, the emphasis on safe­
guarding Soviet society from external 
threat virtually undermined interna­
tionalism and exaggerated Russian 
nationalism, which created a lot of con­
fusion about understanding rand ad­
vancing the world revolution and the 
functioning of the Comintern. It is to 
be remembered that Lenin, while form­
ing the Comintern, had stressed the 
concept of the world revolution and a 
world communist party and that eve­
rything would be subsumed under it, 
but under the leadership of Stalin, the 
world revolution was considered as a 
part of _Soviet society, instead of vice­
versa. This is what has been pointed 
out by Mao as Stalin's wrong advice 

. on the international communist move­
ment. Stalin took collective farming, 
industrialisation and the rapid devel­
opment of production and the produc­
tive forces due to centralised planning · 
in the economic field as sufficient 
grounds for the guarantee of social­
ism's success and kept on stressing it 
one-sidedly. It undermined the impor­
tance of resolving the differences pre­
vailing in society and revolutionising 
the production relations. This helpeq 
in developing a new bourgeois class, 
which was represented later by the 
counter-revolutionary Khrushchevite 
clique inside the party, and which es­
tablished the dictatorship of the bour­
geoisie by overturning that of the pro~ 
letariat. 

Drawing lessons from the errors of 
Stalin due to historical limitations and 
ideological weaknesses. Mao studied 
seriously economic policy and pointed 
out its positive and negative aspects 
to elevate the Marxist-Leninist princi­
ples regarding the class struggle in a 
socialist society. lo a new height in or­
der to prevent the restoration of capi­
talism, and he presented a new model 
of socialist econ~my that required one 
to be red and expert, to walk on two 
legs, etc. Collect~ve ownership of pro-
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duction alone does not guarantee the 
success of socialism, because many 
kinds of differences, such as men.ta) 
and manual labour, city and village, 
and the capitalist stage of the produc­
tion of commodities, still exist in soci­
ety and continue to provide material 
ground for the growth of a new capi­
talist c lass. Therefore Mao made it 
clear that characteristics of both com­
munism and capitalism exist in social­
ism, and there remains the danger of 
capitalist restoration. He aptly pre­
sented the scientific truth that the 
march towards communism is possi­
ble by regulating capitalism through 
the process of continuous revolution 
after the proletariat sizes political state 
power. 

On the basis of this principle, he 
led the people to exercise the right to 
rebel against the capitalist-roaders of 
the party who advocated the 
Khrushchevite line that advocated that 
it was good to be rich. He drew a clear 
demarcation line between the Marxist 
revolutionaries and the revisionists 
with the principle of3 Do's and Don' ts: 
"Practice Marxism, not revisionism; 
Unite, don't split; Be open and above­
board, don't conspire and intrigue" . 
With the slogan. "Bombard the bour­
geois headquarters", he called upon 
the people to invade the revisionists' 
fortress. During the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution, through the strug­
gle against the renegades Liu Shao­
chi , Lin Piao and Teng Hsiao-ping, he 
furth e r deve loped the dia lec tical 
method of achieving new unity on a 
new basis in the party through a proc­
ess of unity-struggle-transformation 

and emphasised the need to form party 
committees according to the principle 
of 3 in I, with old people, adults and 
youths in order to transfuse new blood 
into the party. However, it was not pos­
sible to sweep away all the rightists 
who had reached higher echelons in 
the party and government, because of 
several negative effects of the interna­
tional communist movement and the 
historical limitations of the class strug­
gle, and since it had been virtually late 
in exposing them. But it has enhanced 
the importance of the principle devel­
oped. Some people do not realise the 
complexity of the Cultural Revolution 
period and blame Mao for a number of 
compromises in the later period, which 
is completely wrong. He had been pro­
moting the rise of revolutionaries, in­
cluding Chiang Ching and Chi ang 
Chun-chiao, as a revolutionary core in 
the party. He was in fact leading the 
so-cal led ·gang of four and was the rnost 
far-sighted. 

In this regard, an important ques­
tion may be raised: why didn ' t he take 
any initiative towards building a new 
communist international, though he· 
had the experience of waging the his­
toric struggle against Khrushchevite· 
revisionism and conducting the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution? ln re­
ply, several negative experiences of the 
Comintern in the latest period might 
be put forward , but that s imply cannot 
be the inajor factor. As a matter of fact, 
Mao had been ideologically lea9ing 
the international communist rr'lovernent 
by wagi ng s tru gg le aga in s t 
Khrushchevite revisioni sm and by 
leading the Great Proletarian Cultural 
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Revolution, and by supporting, co­
operating with and disseminating na­
tional-liberation, new-democratic and 
socialist revolutions all over L'le world .. 
But objectively there were some seri­
ous practical difficulties in giving 
these an organised form. Among the 
visible ones were the dogmatist-revi­

.sionist, centrist and chauvinist com­
munist parties of Albania, Vietnam and 
North Korea, etc., who rejected the 
universal contributions of Mao. And 
it was not possible to form the commu­
nist international by ignoring all of them 
at that time. 

But today the situation has 
changed greatly. There is not even a 
s ingle socialist s tate in the world. 
Genuine revolutionaries have upheld 
Maoism as higher stage of Marxism­
Leninism. A new wave of revolution is 
appearing on the horizon. Now, Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism is there as an 
ideological foundation for the creation 
of a new communist international. All 
the communist revolutionaries need to 
march forward seriously so as to give 
it an organised form through class and 
ideological struggle. Today .the Revo­
lutionary Internationalist Movement 
has already emerged as an embryo of 
it. Everybody has to attempt to refine 
and develop it. Special attention must 
be paid to conduct discussions and 
interactions with revolutionaries out­
side RIM, and unite them in the Move­
ment 

Whi le doing so, the communist 
revolutionaries should seriously look 
into the experiences of the Comintern 
and try to resolve the issues of evalu­
ating the Seventh Congress of the 
Comintern, the Second World War and 
the dissolving of the Comintem, the 
suggestions given to the communist 
parties of several countries to form a 
government with the anti-fascist bour­
geois ie a nd Le nin ' s c ritic ism o f 
Milleranclism, the position of the com­
munist parties of Greece, Italy, France, 
Spain, India, China, etc., and Stalin's 
role, etc. These questions lie in front 
of the international communist move­
ment as challenges. Maoism has al­
ready provided the scientific basis for 
the answers to these qi,;estions. There­
fore, the communist revolutionaries of 
the world need to accelerate their ini­
tiative to learn from the positive and 
negative experiences of the past by 
applying Maoism. • 
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Some Fundamental Characteristics 
of the International Situation 

The analysis of the basic. charac- ~trategies, Lenin stated that the prole­
teristics of imperialism.made by Lenin tarian revolution and national libera­
just before the great Russian October tion movements should fuse into each 
Revolution is still correct. Accordingly, other and that this fusion would be a 
the world is in the era of imperialism historically important task. Imperialism 
and proletarian revolution even today. has been blocking socialist revolution 
In today's world, there are four kinds by creating an aristocratic class even 
of basic contradictions: the contradic- within the working class, ·with a por­
tion between the bourgeoisie and pro- tion of their unaccountable profits ex­
letariat, the inter-imperialist contradic- tracted through merciless exploitation 
tion for profit and plunder, the contra- and plunder of the masses of the colo­
diction ·between imperialism and the nial and semi-colonial countries of the 
oppressed countries and people, and world. Therefore, Lenin, paying due 
the contradiction between the capital- attention to the importance of incor­
ist system and socialist system. Among porating national liberation movements 
them, the fourth is not at the surface within the proletarian movement, for­
now but as per the past experience and warded the slogan, "Workers and op­
for future guarantee, we must take it pressed people of the world, unite!" 
into account continuously. The social- He concentrated maximum attention on 
ist revolution comes out of the first the national liberation movements of 
contradiction and that is its solution. the oppressed countries, including In­
The second contradiction leads to dia and China. On the basis of this. 
world war for redivision of the world analysis of Lenin, Mao developed in 
but has not been permanently re- the world proletarian movement a total 
solved~ As Mao has said, the prole- · concept of the significance and the 
tariat should attempt to prevent world . question of the leadership of the na­
war as far as possible, but if \Josue- tional liberation movements. 
cessful, they should carry out the Imperialism has been maximising 
policy to turn the world war into world. the exploitation, oppression and po­
revolution. The third contradiction litical suppression of the people of the 
leads to the national liberation move- oppressed countries by using their re­
ments and the contradiction ends with actionary ruling classes. It has been 
their success. making the people poorer and poorer, 

Among these, the contradiction by making use of the economy of the 
between imperialism ap.d the op- oppressed countries· as its own inte- · 
pressed countries and people is the- gral part and by drawing excessive 
principal world contradiction today. profits through cheap labour and raw 
The Party should be clear about some . materials. That is exactly what has made 
important ideological and political the situation mature for new-demo­
questions as regards deciding about cratic revolution in Asia, Africa and 
the principal world contradiction, be- Latin America. This is why Mao de­
cause a wrong trend to undermine and clared these regions storm centres of 
neglect the historical significance of world revolution and asserted revolu­
national liberation movements and la- tion as being the basic trend of the 
bel them sectarian nationalism ~s world. He proclaimed the contradiction 

.· been prevailing in the international between imperialism and the op­
communist movement. Moreover, pressed nations as the principal con­
Trotskyist and, chiefly, Khrushchevite tradiction of the world. Grasping the 
revisionism has influenced it to a great historical truth that the national libera­
extent. tion movements had become an inte-

The first thing to note here is that, gral part of the world proletarian move­
in the course of the development of ment, Mao developed.the strategic 

· the era of imperialism an.d proletarian method of establishing proletarian 
revolution,. the founding of Russian l~adership over them. 
socialism and the forming of .the Despite important changes in form, 
Comintern in order to ·advance the Mao's analysis stands correct in es­
world revolution and formulate its sence even today. During the Cold War, 

Russian social-imperialism and US im­
perialism spent huge amounts of 
money on arms for the expansion of 
their influence and eventually turned 
into superpowers. They imposed vari­
ous kinds of regional wars on the op­
pressed countries, and another world 
war appeared very close. But Russian 
social-imperialism could not maintain 
its old form, due to the imperialist cri­
sis, and coilapsecJ politically and eco­
nomically. lronicaIIY, Western imperi­
alism propagated this collapse as the 
collapse of communism and celebrated 
joyously its· unipolar hegemony. 

This event definitely gave US im.:. · · 
perialism more opportunity for direct 
plunder, exploitation and intervention 
in the ''Third World" and the entire 
world. This accelerated the unhindered 
mobilisation of financial capital on a 
world scale. This is what has been 
hailed . by imperialism · as 

.. "globalisation". Through this 
"globalisation" imperialism has en­
trapped the whole economy of the op­
pressed countries and has b~en dic­
tating and pressurising the ruling re­
actionary classes of these countries to 
pursue the policy of liberalisation in 
order to speed up the flow of capital. 
Through the economic giants like the 
World Bank, the International Mon­
etary Fund, etc., imperialism has cre­
ated an environment-to play·the role of 
director and controller of the economic 
affairs of the oppressed countries. 
Mainly US imperialism grew more and 
more encouraged to grab unlimited 
profits by mixing up the unprecedented 
progress in science and technology, 
including electronics, with the cheap 
labour of the Third World. 

After all, what ultimate objective 
result 'has the imperialist campaign of 
"unipolar world", "globalisation" and 
"liberalisation" brought? The experi­
ence of the last 10 years has already 
shown the truth. That is the intensifi­
cation of the contradictions between 
differ~nt classes and between the rich 
and poor countries. Even according to 
the da,ta prepared by the imperia1ists 
(which is manipulated to best suit the 
interests of the authority concerned) 
the rich countries, with only 25 per cent 
of the population of the world, own 80 



percent of the world's wealth ... Today, 
2.5 billion people are extremely poor 
and one billion people are living an 
extremely miserable life below the ab­
solute poverty line. Eighty million peo­
ple of the Third World are forced to 
leave their country for their livelihood 
every year. More than 20 million chil­
dren are forced info labour. The class 
contradiction is intensifying, everi in 
the imperialist countri.es. Even in the 
US, the number one hoodlum of the 
world, more than 20 million people are 
suffering from absolute poverty. Ra­
cial discrimination, inequality, unem­
ployment, homelessness, social inse­
curity, women's oppression, etc. are 
growing day-by-day. They cause the 
resentment of the people from time-to­
time, to suppress which the ruling 
classes are compelled to use special 
military force and devise new strate­
gies. In Western Europe, unemploy­
ment has been institutionalised and 
people resort to street struggles be­
cause of shortages and inflation. Sup­
pression, terror, religious and commu­
nal riots against the people's resent­
ment, and against the national libera­
tion movements and socialist move­
ment, which are developing every-

. where in the Third World countries, 
have been the daily routine of the im­
perialists and reactionaries. 

The fact that their political cover, 
bearing the signboard of parliamentary 
democracy, has been torn to pieces, 
has been splendidly brought about by 
the recently conducted drama of the 

. us presidential election. ~f a country 
advocates even a little economic and 
political freedom, the imperialists take 
no time in imposing economic sanc­
tions against them, resorting to politi­
cal pressure, military intervention and 
genocide. Their intervention in Iraq, 
Yugoslavia, Palestine and Mexico, 
along with other Asian, African and 
Latin American countries, verifies this.· 

· Imperialism has built a gigantic · 
mechanism of military force and strat-

. egy in order to maintain the "new world 
order". US imperialism has developed 
a military strategy "to keep up" its glo­
bal economic plunder and hegemony. 
According to the data of their defence 
budget, US imperialism has allocated 
$262 billion to defence alone, which is 
almost half of that of the world. When 
the defence budget of i_ts alliance part-· 
ners, like the NATO countries, Japan, 
Israel and South Korea, are also in­
cluded, it exceeds 80 per cent of the 

world's total. Today, the US has be­
come the main headquarters for arms 
smuggling. US imperialism has, through 
its military-industrial complex, been 
successfully looting the world and fool­
ing their people by parting with a small 
portion of its loot. It has put on alert a 
huge military force in the Gulf and in 
the Korean Peninsula to fight against. 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Syria, North Korea and 
Cuba, whose total defence budget 
amounts to $I 5 biJlion only. As Lenin 
has stated about imperialism, the US 
has been giving priority to its military 
force to continue its political and mili­
tary hegemony over its allies, and ~s 
intensifying its activities with its glo­
bal military hegemony in countries like 
India and China in order to capture the 
huge store of cheap labour and raw 
materials. On top of this, its strategic 
alliance with Indian expansionism has 
been rapidly growing, and dark clouds 
of massive plunder and genocide in 
South Asia are looming larger. The 
opening of an FBI branch in Delhi is 
its evidence. These facts show the im­
portance of Mao's concept of Three 
Worlds in the immediate tactical sense. 

However, facts have also indicated 
that objectively the imperialists, mainly 
Yankee imperialism, have been getting 
fully engulfed in the contradictions 
with the oppressed countries and peo- · 
pie. Though there is no contention 
between the super-powers at present, 
following the end of the Cold War, the 
so-called unipolar dream is what can 
never come true, as shown by· open 
and disguised clashes and conflicts of 
economic and political interests be­
tween the US, the European Commu­
nity, Japan and Russia. With this crisis 
the possibility of revolt by millions of 
masses is intensifying day-by-day. 

We must seriously pay attention 
to the following distinct situation, cre­
ated by imperialism with the evil inten­
tion of grabbing profits in the present 
world. Firstly, it has guaranteed the 
acceleration of the people's conscious­
ness to move from the world of nece$­
sity to that of freedom, by linking high 
technolog)C with the cheap labour of 
the huge population of the masses. 
Secondly, with globalisation to grab 
profits, unprecedented development in 
the field of information technology, 
mainly electronics, has narrowed down 
the world just to a small rural unit. · 
Therefore, it is very likely that ari event 
in any place will have a great positive 
or negative impact on the world as a 
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whole, and vice versa: Thirdly, the 
world:-wide system of imperialism pro­
ducing and distributing arms has been 
indirectly playing a role f01· the techni­
cal preparation of people's war on a 
world scale. Fourthly, the unlimited 
production and globalisation· of its 
social process has strangely· built a 
material basis, in a rapid way, for the 
communist principle of work accord­
ing to ability and distribution accord­
ing to need. Fifthly, and mainly, imperi­
alism, by intensifying the class strug­
gle, principally the contradiction be­
tween imperialism and the oppressed 
countries and people, to the maximum, 
has been preparing a revolutionary 
objective situation for 80 per cent of 
the people of the world. 

Through the internal contradiction 
of the imperialists,· unequal develop­
ment and distribution as per the inher­
ent character of capitalis_m, the devel­
opment of .this objective situation will 
lead to revolution in any country in 
Asia, Africa and Latin America, and 
its international importance is just evi­
dent. It magnificently justifies Mao's 
analysis that Asia, Africa and Latin 
America shall be the storm centres of 
revolution. These characteristics 
clearly indicate that the twenty-first 
century shall be a century of people's 
wars and the triumph of the w~rld so­
cialist system. Apart from this, it also 
shows that there has been a signifi­
cant change in the prevailing concept 
of the model of revolution since 1980. 
Today, the fusion of the strategies of 
armed insurrection and protracted peo­
ple 's war into one. another has been 
essential. Without so doing, a genu­
ine revolution seems almost impossi­
ble in any coup.try. 

.The historical need today is to ad­
vance the world revolution through the 
means ·of people's war in accordance 
with the particular characteristics of 
each country by developing genuine 
communist parties on the basis of 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to.lead the 
masses in different countries. This his- . 
torical responsibility cannot be .borne 
until the universality of Mao's contri­
butions for world revolution is upheld 
and Marxism.:.l..eninism-Maoism is es­
tablished as its ideological commander. 

The new situation has been pre­
paring the ideological and material 
ground for the formation of a new com­
munist international to advance the 
world revolution by learning lessons 
from past experie~ces. RIM (Revolu-



56 

tionary Internationalist Movement), 
constituted on the principles of Man.= 
ism-Leninism-Maoism to co-ordinate· 
the revolutionary movements of vari­
ous countries and to advance the world 
revolution, is a significant step in this 
direction. It has been developing 
through the experiences of the revolu­
tionary movements and ideological 
struggles of various countries. Serious 
challenges are posed before RIM for 
the development of a new in~mational, 
like: developing an integrated under­
standing through scientific synthesis 
of the world communist movement, 
mainly, the Comintem, the Second 
World War and Stalin's role; struggling 
against the ultra-internationalist 
Trotskyist deviation that minimises the 
national liberation movement, on the 
one hand, and the ultra-nationalist de-

viation that undermines proletarian in­
ternationalism, on the other; co-oper­
ating to develop the genuine Maoist 
parties in various countries; and unit­
ing with all existing revolutionary par­
ties through struggles, etc. Facing 

. these chaJlenges successfully, all 
genuine ptoletarian revolutionar­
ies need to accelerate their initia­
tives for the development of a new 
international. 

What is most important is to cor­
rectly grasp the nature of the contra­
diction between imperialism., and the 
oppr~ssed countries and peop~e and 
to establish proletarian international­
ism as the leader of the national libera­
tion movements. A world revolution 
isolated from the struggle to establish 
the world-wide significance of revolu­
tion developed in any backward coun-
II ,, 

try of Asia, Africa and Latin America 
is just impossible. 

Finally, it is crystal clear, from ana­
lysing the world situation, that the 
world order of the imperialists is the 

· rotten, barbarian and terrorising sys­
tem that is but a curse for the whole of 
mankind. The material conditions for 
the establishment of the great ideals 

. of communism with the complete elimi­
nation of exploitation and oppression 
of man by man has been growing more 
and more mature, and the political par­
ties of the proletariat need to take ini­
tiatives from new heights in order to 
courageously advance the world revo­
lution. The twenty-first century shall 
be the century of world. revolution. 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism shall be its 
ideological ieader. 

On the Situation in South Asia 
South Asia, which has 20 per cent 

of the world's population, has suffered 
greatly from poverty, scarcity, illiteracy 
and unemployment due to feudal and 

. imperialist suppression. The people of 
this region have for years been dedi­
cated and made a series of sacrifices in 
the national liberation and democratic 
movements for their progress.and lib­
eration. It should be compr~hended 
that both feudal and imperialist sup­
pression, and the just struggle of the 
people against it,' are reaching a climax 
and are heading towards the decisive . 
collision. The more the revolutionary 

· struggle of the people intensifies, the 
more the reactionary ·ruling classes of 
Nepal, India, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh kneel down before imperi­
alism, increase the exploitation and 
suppression of the people arid 
heighten state terror. The ruling classes 
of each country of ~this region are fac- · 
ing severe contradictions with the 
·needs and aspirations ·of the masses. 
Armed national liberation 'movements, 
democratic movements and people's 
war are shaking the whole region. The 
advancing Maoist revelutionary move­
ment, b}! ·posing grave challenges to 
the reactionary classes and present­
ing a concrete alternative for the 

· masses, is another positive ~pect of 
this region. · 

The Indian monopoly capitalist 
ruling class, the .true successor of Brit­
ish imperialism, haS been pursuing the · 

expansionist policy of pressure, inter­
vention and sabotage against the na­
tional aspirations of the people and 
neighbouring countries. It has been 
endeavouring to quell, with guns and 
state terror, the aspirations of the peo­
ple of Kashmir ar.d the north-eastern 
states and the new-democratic move­
ments in Andhra and Bihar, and in­
tensifying the pressure, sabotage and 
provocative activities under the strat­
egy of making Nepal, Bhutan, Bang­
ladesh and Sri Lanka as new Sikkim 
[referring to I11dia's annexation of 
Sikkim]. With an intention to isolate 
Pakistan after the end of the Cold War 
and fulfil its desire for regional he­
gemony, the Indian ruling class has 
knelt down before US imperialism and 
has ~pened the door for them for the 
merciless exploitation of the people 
of this region under the pretext of lib­
eralisation. The Indian ruling class 
has been abetting the imperialist mas­
ter-phm to encircle China and make it 
capitulate completely by taking India 
in its grip~ It has been blatantly mak­
ing interventions in the internal affairs 
of neighbouring countries in order to 
enthrone its agents and advance the 
process of "Sikkimisation". It has been 
harbouring plots to link the Pe()f>le' s, · 
War in Nepal, which has been going 
on for five.years, with Pakistan, China 
and smugglers and thereby confuse 
the Indian people. 

It has been the characteristic of the 

Indian ruling class to conspire to use 
the common ·aspirations of national 
democrati~ revolution against the semi­
feudal and semi-colonial conditions, 
the distinct nature of its geo-political 
position and the economic, political, 
religious and cultural relations estab­
lished among the people historically, 
to fulfil its regi9nal hegemonistic aspi­
rations. The Indian ruling class and its 
aspirations have been workfog behind 
the similar policies and suppressive 
and terrorist intrigues practised· by the 
ruling classes of all the countries of 
the region. 

1 

This distinct condition provides a ! 

unique nature to the need, possibility 
and ·importance of unity in the just 
struggle of the people of all countries 

1 

o.f this region. Theoretically, the pos- : 
· sibility of the direct fusion of the na- . 

tional liberation movement and the pro- . 
letarian movement, as stated by Lenin, 
can also be wit1'essed here. Due to the 
uniqueness of the economic, political, 
cultural and geographical conditions 
and the unchallenged hold of. Indian 
monopoly capitalism, it will be very 
difficult for any single country of this 
region to succcissfully complete the 
new national-democratic revolution 
and~ even if it succeeds following the 
distinct contradi~tions, it wiil be almost 
impossible for i~ to survive. The revo­
lutionaries need to seriously concen­
trate on the fact: that a particular coun­
try, or a particular territory of a coun-

L 



try, shall be liberated through the force 
of the common and joint struggle. of 
the people of this region following th.e 
unequal stage of development, and 
that it can play only a particular role of 
base area for the revolution in the 
whole region. 

Right here, all the revolutionaries 
of the region should pay attention to 
Lenin's efforts to generalise the great 
Russian October Revolution of 1917, 
the founding of the Soviet Union, and 
to their experience. It is clear that real 
liberation is impossible unless it be­
comes a part of, or serves, the world 
revolution on the basis of proletarian 
internationalism. This is the peculiar­
ity of the era of imperialism and prole­
tarian revolution. The workers have no 
country, and the slogan "Workers of 
the world, unite" has always made the 
P.roletarian revolutionaries cautious 
about their international responsibil­
ity. The challenge of applying the uni­
versal principles ofMarxism-Leninism­
Maoism to the particularity of the na­
tional liberation and democratic move­
ments of this region, under the guid­
ance of the great idea and aspiration 
of proletarian internationalism, rem.ains 
formidable. The unification of the 
struggles for the right of nations to 
self-determination and the proletarian 
movement alone can meet this chal­
lenge. To grasp this properly, we 
should seriously ponder the concept 
of the national-democratic revolution 
put forward by Lenin, after the found­
ing of the Soviet Union and in the ini­
tial period of the Comintern, and the 
concept of new-democratic revolution 
put forward by Mao. 

When we think over this, because 
of the distinct conditions of this re­
gion, it becomes dear that it is inevita­
ble for the communist revolutionaries 
to devise an integrated strategy 
against the Indian ruling classes of the 
inonopoly bourgeoisie and their agents 
in the various countries. This inevita­
bility has knocked on the door of the 
necessity of turning the region into a 
new Soviet federation of the twenty­
first century. Therefore, the Maoist 
revolutionaries in the various countries 
of this region are required to debate 
from this height and to work out a uni­
fied und~rstanding, an integrated strat­
egy, an organisational structure of a 
distinct kind, and long-term and short­
term plans of struggle. 

. Apart from the economic, political , 
cultural and geographical peculiari-
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Militia women in Rolpa District, western Nepal. Photo courtesy of Li Onesto/RW. 

ties, from, the perspective of the 
growth of the communist movement 
the region-wide influence of the 
Naxalbari movement led by Charu 
Majumdar against modern revision­
ism, fraternal relations and the ex­
change of ideas and technical co-op­
eration growing among the Maoist 
revolutionaries, and common pro­
grammes at the people's level, etc., 
have been preparing the concrete ba­
sis for the fulfilment of this historical 
need. It is clear that the more the revo­
lutionary struggle develops, the more 
the counter-revolutionary conspiracy 
intensifies, and, therefore, there is 
need to develop integrated efforts 
among the revolutionaries. 

The process of applying the uni­
versal principles of Marxism-Leninism-

Maoism to the regional peculiarity will 
play an effective role in waging strug­
gle against the conspiracy of US impe­
rialism in this region, mainly in India. 
Thus, the unified initiative of this re­
gion, as an integral part of the world 
revolution, will make an important con­
tri bu ti on to the world revolution. 
Hence, the co-operation of mainly RIM 
and other revolutionary international­
ist forces is essential in order to ad­
vance this process in a natural and 
scientific way. However, the important 
thing is the responsible initiative of the 
revolutionaries of the region them­
selves. The road is difficult and chal­
lenging, but the future is bright; the 
victory of proletarian internationalism 
and that of the masses of the people is 
guaranteed. · · 
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Prachanda Path 

A Great Achievement 

This was also excerpted fs:-om the 
Document of the Second National 
CQnference of the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist) and was edited for 
publication from a translation by a 
supporter. - AWTW. 

As an inseparable organ of the in­
ternational proletariat, the Party· de­
cided the line of the Nepalese revolu­
tion in the midst of class struggle and 
two-line struggle, based on the univer­
sal principles of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism. This was the first important 
achievement o{ the Nepalese revolu­
tion in the direction of the formation of 
ideas. A new hlstorical epoch was ini­
tiated on 13 February 1996 with the his­
toric initiation of the People's Wai, 
guided by this same line, with the great 
aim and detepnination of reaching com­
munism through new-democratic, so­
cialist and cultural revolutions. Under 
the leadership of the Party, this his­
toric attempt in itself wac; another great 
qualitative leap in the direction of de­
fending and applying Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism and revealing the specific 
laws of the Nepalese revolution. To­
day, the synthesis of the experience of 
five stormy years of People's War has 
developed into a set of ideas guiding 
the Nepalese Revolution, which is 
based on Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. 
Tqis has .been a gre~t achievement of 
fi.ve.years of the People's War. 

This 0utstanding achievement 
stands on an immense foundation, the 
long history ofuntold grief, pain, brav­
ery, courage, sacrifice and deep reflec­
tion by the millions of masses and revo­
lutionary fighters. This achievement 
has been acquired at the cost of blood 

· that has flowed into the soil, the blood 
of. thousands of the best sons and 

daughters of the Nepalese people. 
This great achievement has been at­
tained through the consistent contri­
bution of the whole Party and the left­
ist, prqgressive, patriotic and demo­
cratic f6rces, along with RIM and all 
the communist revolutionaries of the 
world. Throughout this process, the 
Party has resisted the reactionary re­
gime's campaign of massacre, it has 
exposed revisionist treason and lies, 
as well as deviations inside the Party 
itself, and it has led aij the struggles 
successfu11y, adhering to Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism. Because of this 
successful leadership, today not only 
the Party's set of ideas but also a team 
of worthy leaders at the central level 
and a radiant section of thousands of 
cadre, our revolutionary heirs, have 
been developing. 

Because of the correct and consist­
ent leadership of General Secretary 
Comrade Prachanda, a strong proletar­
ian headquarters has been developed, 
as a centre of gravity of the Party, 
bringing Party unity up to the height 
of this ideological synthesis. So by 
"Prachanda Path 11 the Party means the 
set of ideas that has developed as a 
form of centralised expression of the 
collective leadership. Developed~ the 
context of prolonged discussion inside 
and outside itie Party and the interna­
tional communist movement, most im­
portantly a high level of theoretical in­
teraction with the RIM Committee, 
Prachanda Path, by enriching Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism, expresses the 
set of ideas of the Nepalese people. 
This set of ideas emerging in the form 
of Prachanda Path will guide the basic 
line in the forward .march of the Nepa­
lese Revolution. 

Marxism-Leninism-fylaoism is the 

science of social revolution of the prdL 
letariat. As a science, it serves the de­
velopment of the class struggle to 
change the world, and the synthesis 
of the experiences of the Party is 
Prachanda Path, the application of the 
universal principles of Marxism-Len­
inism-Maoism to the practice of the 
Nepalese revolution. This synthesis of 
Nepalese experience is based upon the 
indivisible dialectical' relationship be­
tween international essence and na­
tional expression, universality and 
particularity, the whole and the part, 
the general and the particular, and it 
objectively serves the world proletar­
ian revolution and proletarian interna­
tionalism. 

This synth~sis of experience has 
been acquired through the process of 
"practice - knowledge - again prac­
tice- again knowledge", based on the 
dialectical materialist theory of knowl­
edge. Marxism-Leninism-Maoism has 
taught us that this is a never-ending 
cycle. Through the practice of class 
struggle and ideological struggle, the 
Party has developed the Party line _as 
initial knowledge, applying that knowl­
edge again to change the world, which 
results in new knowledge in the form 
·or the present synthesis. It is clear that 
this process is not go\~g to end and 
be completed here; it i~ ,bound to con­
tinue all the way, through Ple process · 
of "again practice" and "again knowl­
edge". To understand ·and guide the 
dialectical laws of the motion of 
progress in a correct w~y, communist 
revolutionaries shoul~ '.continuously 
try to.be expert· in applying the univer­
sal principles of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism. :: 
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I On the Massacre of the· 
Royal Family in Nepal 

,, . 

II 

1• 

Press Release issued by the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 
11June2001 

The Politburo meeting of our glori­
ous Commun~st Party of Nepal (Mao­
ist) (CPN(M)), which was called for dis­
cussing the horrendous massacre in 
the royal palace, has successfu11y con­
clilded with resolutions of far-reach­
ing importance. The brief summary of 
the resolutions is as follows: 

It is now clear that this horrendous 
~- massacre in the royal palace has been 

enacted as part of a conspiracy of the 
imperialists to "smash" the Maoist 
People's War, which has been advanc­
ing. in the form of the Nepalese peo­
ple's poweeful patriotic and democratic 
movement. Behind this lies the strat­
egy of the Americans, who want to 
tighten their hold on South Asia so as 
to encircle China, arid that of the Indi­
ans, whp want fo "consolidate" their 
expansionist interests. It is crystal clear 
that the reason behind the massacre 
of King Birendra's entire family was his 
reluctance ·to mobilise the royal army 
to crush.the People's War and the other 

· forms of the Nepalese people's patri­
otic movement, which was marching 
forward by c~allenging this colonial 
master plan of the .imperialists and ex­
pansionists. In this heino~s massacre, 
the role of Gyanendra as a villain within 
tpe palace is now getting exposed. 
Today, the palace itself is justifying the 
saying "one lie leads to another lie" 
by conspiring to fabricate colourful 
theories in order to conceal the crime 
of this horrendous massacre. In such 
a situatio~ it would be a big irony even 
to think that the truth will come out 
from the so-called investigation com­
mittee constituted by the murderers 
themselves. 

From this whole episode it is clear 
that the traditional monarchy based .on 
feudal nationalism has ended. King 
Birendra will always be remembered in 

history for adopting a -liberal policy murderers, but should perform their 
towards the people's paniotic move- glorious duty towards the country by· 
ment and not readily succumbing to helping and giving support to the for­
the imperialists, mainly.the Indian ex- mation of '.the interim government of· 
pansionists. The dignified patriotic the patriotic Nepalese masses. A~. for 
N_epalese have already upheld the truth those genuine patriots who saw in the 
that Gyanendra, the main culptjt of the king and the monarchy the means of 
massacre, cannot claim to be the King, safeguarding the country, there is no 
from both a legal and moral point of reason why they shoufd feel terrified 
view. Today, the traitorous, corrupt by the Maoist movement, towards 
and murderous Girija clique has be- -· which King Birendra had a liberal view. 
come a stooge of a stooge and de- IftwoandaquaJ1ercrores [1 crore= IO 
strayed even the achievements of the million] of Nepalese masses become 
people's movement of 1990. There can- united, then no power in the world can 
not be a bigger slavery than granting make us bend. It is""not the foreign 
legitimacy to those who have commit- lackey and murderous Gyanendra-Girija 
ted such a heinous crime by tearing up clique but the interim government, rep­
their own constitution and value sys- resenting the whole patriotic Nepalese 
tern. In this situation, to propagate that masses, that can safeguard national 
the traditional monarchy still exists and unity and lead the country towards 
to talk of safeguarding the present con- progress. For this our Party is prepared 
stitution and parliament, which has to unite openly with all patriotic N.epa­
m~.rdered thousands of patriots from Iese, with full se!:_iousness and respon­
Madan Bhandari to King Birendra, sibility. 
eventually means playing into the mur- There cannot be any other method 
derers' hands. than the present one to develop Nepal 

In this .hour of grave crisis, great into a really beautiful garden by mearis 
historical responsibility has descended of a new national unity on .a new basis 
upon the whole patriotic Nepalese of all the people of every oppressed 
masses to remain firmly united and to class, caste, nationality, region and sex. 
safeguard the sovereignty of the coun- Hence our Party makes a strong ap­
try and the dignity of the nation. For peal to all leftist, progressiv~, patriotic 
this purpose all patriotic, democratic and democratic forces and .the general 
and leftist political groups· and forces masses to create a powerful movement 
should independently initiate the proc- so as to consolidate the republic, which 
ess of forming a united interim gov- has been born with this dramatic chain 
emment. In the present circumstances, of events and surprising speed, by 
when objectively the monarchical sys- unifying the- country through an in­
tern has ceased to exist, the formation terim government. In this hour of cri­
of an inteJ:itn government will play a sis we are impatient to,,dedicate our­
historic role in institutionalising the selves to serve tlle country with open 
people's democratic republic. Those arms. 
royal army personnel owing allegiance 
to King Birendra and patriotic Nepa- ChliimuurPrachanda 
Iese masses in the past should now CommurustPartyofNepal(Maoist), 
not defend the foreign stooges and Central Office 
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To the Central 
Committee, 
Communist 
Party · 
of Nepal 
(Maoist) 

1May2001 

Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

Q Dear Comrades, 
~ 
~ 
q: We would like to take the occasion of May First to send you our heartfelt congratulations 

for the successful convening of the Second National Conference of the Communist Party 
of Nepal (Maoist) (CPN(M)). Further, we would like to extend our thanks for your invitation 
to our Committee to attend your Conference and regret that logistical difficulties prevented 
us from attending. Whilst not present physically at the Conference, we were there in spirit. 

Although we have eagerly read news accounts of your conference, it was only recently 
that we received a thorough report on the conference from the Party itself. On this basis, 
our Committee has discussed the Conference results and concluded that it represents a 
great victory for your Party and will have important positive repercussions for the 
international communist movement as a whole. For our part, we will study deeply the 
documents of the Conference, and we are sure that all of the parties and organisations of 
the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement (RIM) will do the same, so that we can evei:i 
more thoroughly learn from the great advances your Party has been making. 

Comrades, in just five short years you have transformed the face of Nepal. The People's 
War you so daringly initiated on 13 February 1996 has unleashed and mobilised the 
revolutionary energy of the toiling masses of your country, who ha~e long suffered under 
the burden of imperialism and feudalism. You have built up a powerful people's army, 
which has been delivering resounding blows against the enemy, and all the more so since 

People's army 
special forces 
during the boycott 
of 1999 elections 
in Nepal. 
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the victorious conclusion of your Conference. Hundreds of thousands 
of people have directly participated in people's power. Relying on 
the proletariat's alliance with the peasantry, especially the poor and 
landless peasants, as the core of the united front, you have united the 
broad masses of the people of all the revolutionary classes and strata. 
You have overcome feudal practices that divided the people on caste 
lines; you have unleashed a torrent of struggle among the women of 
Nepal; you have given new hope and orientation to the youth and 
revolutionary intellectuals; and you have defended the interests of 
the nation against imperialism and Indian expansionism. You have 
demonstrated finnness in principle in making the waging of war the 
central task of the Party, whilst fighting on every front to serve this 
central task. In short, the proletariat has put itself at the head of the 
whole people and is leading them forward in revolution. 

The basis for these great accomplishments is Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism, the scientific ideology that binds our Movement together. 
From its very foundation the comrades from Nepal have played an 
energetic role in RIM. With the victories won by the CPN(M) in 
further grasping and developing the correct political line, as well as 
your victories on the battlefield, this role has become all the more 
important in RIM and the international communist movement more 
generally. Your Conference has powerfully reaffirmed and further 

Photo councsy of Li Oncsto/RW. Strengthened the proletarian internationalist line and orientation that 
has marked the CPN(M). We know that your pledge to turn Nepal 

into a base area of the world revolution is not mere words; already it is reality in the making 
and it is exercising an increasingly important role in accelerating the world revolution, 
especially in the crucial So1,1th Asian region, which is seething with struggle. · 

Your Conference has summed up the experience of the communist movement in Nepal and 
especial! y the lessons of the last five years of the People's War. Your Conference correctly 
summed up the central role played by Comrade Prachanda in the process of forging a 
correct ideological and political line for the revolution in your country, and his formally 
adopted this as Prachanda Path. Our Committee salutes the recognition of Comrade 
Prachanda 's outstanding role, which has made contributions to the whole Movement, as 
well as to the proletariat in Nepal, and we hail his election as Chairman of the Party. 

Comrades, we all know you face great hardships and that the course of the revolution will 
be marked by twists and ·turns and unexpected developments before final victory. You 
know that the genuine communists the world over, the Marxist-Leninist-Maoists, will share 
your grief for the comrades who sacrifice their lives, as well as the joy of the victories 
wrenched from the enemy through bitter snuggle. Our unity is a precious achievement of 
the international proletariat, and no enemy, open or disguised, can ev~r rupture it. 

Your imp01tant achievements mean that your Pruty will be called upon by the communist 
movement in the world to carry an even heavier burden for advancing the revolution on 
every front, in Nepal , South Asia and on a world scale. We are fully confident that you will 
meet every challenge and overcome every obstacle and that, together, we will ultimately 
achieve our lofty goal of a world free of classes and exploitation - communism. • 
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Glory and Victory to 
the Foundation of the 
Communist Party of Iran 
(Marxist-Leni nisf-Maoist )! /i 

...... 

Announcement by the Founding Congress of the 
Communist Party of Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist) 
1May2001 

~ 
.,. On red May First, with pride and the earthshaking struggles of the in-
~ honour we declare the foundation of ternational communist movement 
!: the Communist Party of Iran (Marxist- against phoney Russian communism 
~ Leninist-Maoist) to the workers and during the 1960s and 1970s. Those 
J;:; peasants, revolutionary women and great struggles reached their summit 
~ men of Iran, and to the proletariat and with the Great J>roletarian Cultural 
~ oppressed masses of the world. Now Revolution in China, led by Mao 
~ with the formation of a genuine Com- Tsetung. In fact, our Party is a product 
.q: munist Party in Iran, the. oppressed and of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revo-

in their forefront, the workers, pea5- lution, which developed the science of 
ants and women, can look to· the fu- communism to its third stage ofMarx­
ture with more hope. In order for the ism-Leninism-Maoism. Through those 
heroic struggles of the masses not to great world-wide battles, a new gen­
be led astray, and their great sacrifices eration of genuine communists was 
not to be in vain, the existence of a born in Iran, who denounced the pho­
Maoist party is absolutely necessary. ney communism of the Soviet social­
The foundation of this Party is a great imperialists and trashed the reformist 
achievement for the international com- and rotten path and programme of the 
munist movement. In 1979, the revolu- Tudeh Party of Iran. Thus, a new era 
tionary ·communists around the world of the struggle of the working class 
watched the Iranian revolution w.ith and oppressed masses of Iran began. 
affection and expectation, and followed Our Party is the product of the bat­
its defeat with sorrow and anger. But ties of two generations of revolution­
then, shoulder to shoulder with them, ary commuhists against the reaction­
the communists of Iran drew lessons ary imperialist client regimes of the 
.from that defeat and wholeheartedly Shah and the Islamic Republic. This 
assisted the reconstruction of the com- Party is the ~oncentration of the most 
munist movement in Iran so that it shall revolutionary experi&nce .. of all the 
rise from its ashes like a pheenix. genuine communists of Iran, from the · 

. The Communist Party of Iran .:Union of Communists of Iran 
(MLM) belongs to the,new communist (Sarbedaran), which played the main 
movement in Iran, which rose out ·of . role in concluding the proce.ss of the 

\\ 

formation of the communist party in 
Iran, to the experience of other com­
munists, who, within other organisa­
tions, fought for the emancipation of 
the working class, built orgapisations 
for the toilers, and were fighters and 
guerrillas of the revolutionary strug­
gles. Our Party declares with pride that 
it is the heir of the best revolutionary 
traditions and of the rebellions against 
tradition's chains by the sons and 
daughters of the working class and the 
oppressed masses of Iran. 

The Communist Party of Iran 
(MLM) is a class party. It is the party 
of the working class of Iran, regard­
less of nationality, gender and. lan­
guage. This Party is the vanguard1 of 
the proletariat of Iran but belongs to 
all ifle toilers. and oppressed peoples 
of J;i;an and unites and leads them in 
their common fight against all their 
suffering. 

This Party is an internationalist 
party; it is a co~tingent. of the world 
prol~tariat and its goal ts to advance 
and :~trengthen the world. revolution. 

Our Party is a revolutionary party. 
It is '.ilie most thorough fighter against 
all kl~ds of class, national and gender 
oppression, but its central task is to 
eliminate the source of all such oppres-



sion, by means of the violent over­
throw of the ruling state and the es­
tablishment of a new-democratic and 
socialist state. 

This Party. is· not· a male party; 
women along with men lead it and un­
der no circumstances tolerate any anti­
woman values or behaviour. 

This Party brings together the ex­
perience and determination of commu­
nists of the old generation with the 
courage and aspirations of the new. 

This Party is armed with the most 
revolutionary ideology and science of 
our era, that is, Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism; by applying it to the particu­
lar conditions of Iran, the Party has 
brought about the line for victory of 
the proletarian revolution in Iran. 

This Party does not make promises. 
It puts forward a plan for liberation from 
the dominant conditions. The Prq­
gramme of the Party demonstrates how 
we can defeat the reactionary powers, 
such as the Islamic Republic and im­
perialists, smash these monsters and 
seize political power. The Programme 
of the Party shows how we can sweep 
away the old class society and ·build a 
liberating society instead, a society in 
which no individual enjoys any class, 
nCttional or gender privilege over oth­
ers. 

Today, in all comers of Iran, the 
revolutionary masses have risen to 
punish the Islamic Republic regime. 
The Party tells the revolutionary 
masses that whilst all revolutionary 
political struggles against the Islamic 
Republic strike blows to it,. the truth of 
the matter is that only ·the armed power 
of the masses (People's War) can re­
ally smash it. Thus, our Party prepares 
its forces and overcomes its weak­
nesses with the perspective of launcfi­
ing People's War in Iran. In all of the 
struggles of today, the Party trains the 
revolutionary masses with this objec­
tive and spirit. 

As the foundation of the Commu­
nist Party is the beginning of a new era 
in our great struggles, the launching 
ofthe People's War in Iran ushers in a 
new era in our struggle to smash the 
old society and build a new one. Un­
der the leadership of this Party, the 
working class and the oppressed 
masses of Iran will notonly bury the 
greedy and oppressive clergy and their 
fat rich juniors,. their Pa~dars and gen­
erals, but will also bury their system. It 
will have no pity towards any of their · 
political, economic or cultural vestiges. 

We will not only overthrow the Is­
lamic Republic, but will also not let any 
other reactionary clique replace it. This 
Party will never enter 'into the game of 
choosing between bad and worse .. This 
Party will remind people of the bitter 
experience of the 1979 Revolution, that 
we should never forget how Khomeini 
and his clan replaced the Shah's re­
gime. At that time, the working class 
of Iran lacked a Marxist-Leninist-Mao­
ist vanguard party and did not have 
its own Programme and plan for revo­
lution to wieW against the plan and 

. programme of the reactionary religious 
forces and to stand up to them with 
full fo~ce. As a result, the working 
class, lacking its vanguard, was not 
able to lead the struggles an~ social 
upheavals towards victory and real 
emancipation. Instead, a reactionary · 
clique rode on the waves of the strug­
gles of the masses, grabbed political 
power and reinforced the same politi­
cal suppression and economic exploi­
tation in even more intense ways. Hav­
ing learnt our lesson, the Communist 
Party of Iran (MLM) will strive fear­
lessly and with full force to put the flag 
of its path and Programme into the 
hands of the workers, peasants, women 
and militant youth, so that oppressive 
and exploiting forces in new guise can­
not once again steal the leadership of 
the revolutionary masses and divert the 
immense sacrifices of the masses into 
their personal accounts. If the best 
place for the most backward and per­
verse elements of society is in the state 
institutions for guarding the system of 
slavery and oppression that is the Is­

63 

against the boundl~ss crimes of the 
world capitalist system and pounding 
furiously at the gates of greed and 
oppression. Today in Turkey, tomor­
row in Palestine, in Les Angeles and 
Brazil. But the revolutionary masses of 
the world urgently need Maoist theory 
and Maoist parties to lead their strug­
gle towards triumph. Our Communist 
Party, along with Maoist parties and 
organisations from around the world 
(Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Colombia, 
India, Italy, Nepal, Peru, Sri Lanka, Tur­
key, USA, etc.) have founded an inte.r­
national communist centre called the 
"Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment" to spread the influence of com­
munist theory (that is, Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism) throughout the world 
and to assist revolutionaries from dif­
ferent countries in their efforts to form 
revolutionary communist parties. 

On this red May First we declare 
the foundation of the. vanguard party 
of the Q:tulti-national proletariat of Iran 
and procla4n that, under the le~d~rship 
of the Communist Party of lrart (MLM), 
the revolution in Iran will advance in 
the service of the world-wide march 
towards communism. This Party will 
nev~~ tum its back o~ the proletariat 
and people. In the face of the most vi­
·cious attacks of the Islamic and non~ 
. Islamic stooges of world capitalism, in 
the face of its anti-communist hues and 
cries, and the glittering of its techno­
logical and military arsenal, this Party 
will never abandon communism and will 
not take a single step back from the 
£ause of the international proletariat. 

lamic Republic, the place for the most GlorytotheRedMemoryofthe 
advanced and justice-aspiring women Comrades who Wa~~ the Thee of 
and men of society is in the ranks of Communism in ffim with their Blood! 
the Communist Party of Iran (MLM) . . . 
and in the forefront of the battle .. DownwiththelslmmcRepu:hlicand 
against the old.world. This Party clearly its Imperialist Masters! . 
declares that yes, there is indeed a Pro- Long Live the CommumSt Party of 
gramme and path that guarantees vie- Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)! 
tory. If this Programme and path is car-
ried through, with the courage and sac- Forward in tlte Preparation and 
rifice of thousands and thousands of InitiationofthePeople'sWarinlran! 
revolutionary women and men in the 
midst of blood and fire, victory will TuwardsNew-democraticRevolution! 
undoubtedly belong to the working · Long Live Revolution, Long Live 
class and the oppressed masses of Communism! 
Iran. 

Today, 'not only· in Iran, but 
throughout th~ world, the signs of a 
new wave of resistance· ~d struggle 
against the imperialists' apd reaction­
aries have emerged. The oppressed. 
masses aroun~ the world are rising up 

Long Live Proletarian Revolution! 

Long Live·UieRevolutionary 
Intern~ltJ~mmstMovement! 

· ~ngLiveRed~ofMa_y! 
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What follows is excerpted from the 
opening speech of the Founding • 
Congress of the Communist Par:ty 
of Iran (Marx ist-Leninist-Maoist) 
(CPl(MLM)) , which was printed in 
Haghighat , the central organ of the 
CPl(MLM), Number I , June 200 I . 

. . . This Party has 30 years of his- · 
tory behind it; a 30-year period that 
was one of the most tumultuous peri ­
ods in the his tory o f Iran and the 
world. The generation that came out 
of this period has seen the [Chinese] 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
(GPCR), liberation movements around 
the globe, revolution in Iran, the ini­
tiation of the People 's Wars in Peru 
and Nepal, dozens of wars, mass 
s truggle and resistance around the 
world, and the collapse of a sociaJ­
imperialist superpower. 

The starting layers of our leaders 
and cadres came from the universities 
(from Tehran to Berkeley); they came 
from the schools bf Kurdestan and 
from the oil fields of Khoozestan. Iii 
opposition to the suffocating claws 
of goul ash co mmun is m, Khrus h-

sp~ech at the 
CPl(MLM) 

Founding Congress 
chevite revisionism and Tudeh Party 
reformism, they chose the new, revo-
1 utionary path that Mao Tsetung ' s 
Red China opened up to the commu­
nists of the world. The shining rays 
of tlie GPCR gave this generation a 
new outlook on the future and on the 
kind of world it must fight for. In this 
context, our fi rst leaders formed the 
Organisation of Revolutionary Com-· 
munists and then the Union of Com­
munists of Iran (Sarbedaran) (UIC(S)). 
Many of those comrades lost the ir 
li ves in battles against the Islamic 

Republic of Iran. But the red path that 
they chose, the fou ndations that they 
_laid and the orientation tha t they 
chalked up for us is a great heritage. 
Eternal glory to them! · 

Three Sarbedaran leaders, killed in or shortly after the Amol uprising. 

When the UIC(S) stepped onto the 
field of a big, mass revolution [Iran, 
1979], its strengths and qualities fused 
with the strengths, perseverance and 
experience of other communist leaders 
and comrades from different comers 
o f the country, from Kurdistan to 
Khoozestan; it fu sed with the leaders 
and ac ti vis ts of mass movements , 
workers ' movements and s tudent 
movemen'ts ; all this added to its com­
munist qualities. We faced the great 
test of revolution and with al l our power 
we. tried to prevent the revolution of 
the masses from being defeated. Old 
and new comrades engaged in revolu­
tionary work, in factories, the country­
side, universities, the women's move­
ment, and the a rmed struggle in 
Kurdistan, in order to sow the seeds 
of revolutionary consciousness and 
mobilise and organise the masses in . 
the fight against the reactionaries who 
had seized power. And when the en­
emy launched its country-wide, unin­
terrupted atlack on the revolution, we 
initiated armed struggle and launched 
the Amol insurrection. In this way, we 
raised the flag of independent commu­
nist sl:r\Jggle and nurtured it with our 
precious lives. ln this struggle and in 
the enemy's subsequent security op­
erations, we lost lhe main body of our 
leadership and a large section of our 
cadres and members. The enemy car­
ried out constant search-and-destroy 
operations. Many fellow travellers 
pulled out. Those who remained had 
the heavy, difficult task of preserving 
the UIC(S) and continuing on the path, 
so that the next generation would not 
be deprived of revolutionary politics 
and organisation. 



Celebrar la Formacion del Partido Comunista de 

Iran (marxist-leninist-maoist)! 

Celebrate the Founding of the Communist Party of Iran 
(Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)! 

Above: Poster of the Founding Congress of CPI (MLM). 
Below: A group of Sarbedaran fighters in the forests near Amol in 1981 . 
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The attacks of the enemy in 1983 and 
again in 1985 broke up another attempt to 
initiate armed struggle. After that, the need 
for a more thorough rupture was felt and a 
new chapter was opened in the life of th~ 
UlC(S). The first rupture was to deal with 
centrism on the question of Marx ism-Len­
inism-Maoism and fi rmly grasp Maoism. 
The formation of the Revolutionary Inter­
nationali st Movement, and its Declaration, 
played a vital role in overcoming the crisis 
within the international communist move­
ment in the aftermath of the coup in China. 
The existence of this Movement and its 
Declaration was of decisive service in our 
rupture from centrism and in the consoli­
dation of Maoism in the UJC(S). On the 
basis of this ideological leap we were able 
to rectify the eclecticism in our political line. 
We carried out intense internal struggles 
to rectify our line and strategy. [n this proc­
ess, the assistance of our international com­
rades and the shining example of the Peo­
ple's War in Peru were factors that gave us 
tremendous help in arrivin,g at a correct ideo­
logical and polit ical line. The great and vic­
torious product of this period was the adop­
tion of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as our 
guiding ideology and the establishment of 
people's war as the strategy for seizing 
power in Iran. 

The red line that links up these different 
periods in our 30-year history is persever­
ance in the interests of the people and in the 
cause of communism. Falling down, rising 
up again, committing en-ors, making break­
throughs .... ours was a trajectory full of ups 
and downs, sometimes harsh ones. When 
we raised the flag of proletarian revolution 
in Tran, staying on a revolutionary path was 
no easy, smooth affair. When we were re­
duced from a large, nation-wide organisa­
tion linked to the masses to a small one 
hunted by the enemy, and then reduced to 
an organisation in exile with our links to the 
masses broken, many thought we were fin­
ished. But in front of the amazed eyes of 
those who, after the annihilation of several 
layers of our leadership, preached liquida­
tion to us, we stayed organised and recon­
structed the UIC(S) on a communist basis. 
At a time when the big so-called left organi­
sations broke apart under the nibble of the 
collapse of the East and anti-communist 
propaganda, the UJC(S) deepened its com­
munist line. 

This organisation and its people have 
emerged from a big test. Perseverance and 
firmness has been one of our characteris­
tics. This is a Party that defeats never de­
moraJ ised and that endured hardship be­
cause it is well aware that the main purpose 
of Marxism is to change the world.... • 
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On the Present Situation -in Iran and the .. . . .. .. 

...... 
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Tasks of the Party 

Adopted by the Founding Congress of the CPI (MLM) 

I. The question of politic_al power and 
how to settle accounts with that has 
now become the central question and 
focal point of the attention of society. 
This situation is unprecedented since 
the crisis period of I 981- I 982. Differ­
ent classes and strata in one way or 
another and to different degrees are 
challenging the present miserable and 
intolerable situation. The ruling reac­
tion and its monstrous Islamic system 
is hated and condemned by the 
masses. Religion has lost its legitimacy 
among the masses. 

2. The Communist Party of Iran(Marx­
ist-Leninist-Maoist) (CPl(MLM)) has 
been born under these conditions and 
has established that the central task of 
the revolution is the seizure of politi­
cal power through the strategy of peo­
ple's war, and it is preparing for this. 

3. During the present period, the in­
tensification of the contradictions the 
different classes and strata have with 
the regime has given rise to different 
forms of struggle and resistance. At 
the same time, spli.ts and in-fighting 
within the ruling class have intensified. 

. mands, especially in Kurdistan. 

5. In recent years, cracks and fissures 
within the ranks of the Islamic· Republic 
have been developing around which 
_policy to. adopt against the intensify-
ing struggles of the masses, especially 
how to suppress and contain them. The 
campaign of the "Second Khordad" [the 
date of the presicl~ntial elections when 
the so-called reformer Khatami became 
president, in May 1997] was put for­
ward by the ruling class in order to con­
tain and divert the struggles of the peo­
ple and in this way save the Islamic 
Republic from its death. 

~ q: . 4. The present period is characterised 
by mass movements of different classes 
and strata. The masses have used vari­
ous forms of struggle and resistance 
spontaneously and have dealt blows 
to the regime. The righteous movement 
of the workers against poverty, misery 
and exploitation continues without in­
terruption. In the past several months 
this movement has intensified and be­
come more organised; it h~ ·adopted 
more militant forms of struggle, and in 
some cases it has rebuffed the bosses 
and the state.· The student moveme11t 
and the resistal)ce and opposition of 
the women and youth to oppression 
and political, social and cultural dis­
crimination have developed. In the 

The architects of the. "Second 
Khordad" or "national reconciliation" 
campaign have tried to forge an alliance 
with the vacillating forces outside the 
regime - those who are called "national­
religious" forces as well as reformisr 
intellectuals who are discontent with the 
regime. By forging such an alliance the 
regime has attempted to gain the sup­
port of the masses and divert their strug­
gles. This alliance is in fact a class alli­
ance between the political representa­
tives of the middle bourgeoisie on the 
one hand and the regime as representa­
tive of the bourgeois-landlord classes 
dependent on imperialism, on the other 
hand. This strategy calls upon the an­
gry anc;l hate-filled masses to calm down 
and reconciliate; it spreads the policy 
of non-violence and pacification among 
the masses. This strategy tries to waste 
the fighting energy of the masses by 
holding "election campaigns" and uses 
the masses as an ignorant army of one 
or the other faction of the regime. They 
try to propagate the paralysing view 
that the masses should choose between 
"bad and worse" and hinge their hopes 
on promises of reform and improvement 
under the Islamic Republic. The 
-lynchpin of the strategy of "national 
reconciliation" is that the people, hop­
ing for salvation from their miserable 
situation, have no choice but to extend 
their hands to the lords of this regime. 

. countryside, the peasants are protest­
ing against the economic policies of 
the regime; in the shanty towns, the 
struggle of the impoverished masses 
is growing; and finally the oppressed 
nations are fighting for their just de-

6. The stra~egy of "national reconcilia­
tion" is the application of a global 
policy which the imperialists are imple-

menting in the different parts of the 
world in order to contain and control 
the ever-intensifying mass move­
men~s. The deepening poverty and 
misery of the masses around the world 
has given rise to these movements. 
Even though the internal contradic­
tions among the different factions of 
the Islamic Republic have their roots 
in different rival economic, political and 
military groupings, each with different 
. . l II • h mternationa connections, nevert e-
lcss the regime as a whole is supported 
by the imperialist powers. The imperi­
alists try to establish a kind of stabilitx 
and calm favourable to themselves and 
reduce political and social tensions 
that could lead to the weakening and 
disintegration of the Islamic Republic. 
They are afraid of the development and 
intensification of the mass struggle, 
which could wrench control of society 

... from the hands of the Islamic regime. 
Under the present conditions; the im­
perialists pursue these aims by sup­
porting the "Second Khordad" cam­
paign and the rectification, but not 
elimination, of the present regime. It is 
true that there is open rivalry among 
the US, European and Russian imperi­
alist powers over the scope and depth 
of their domination over this region, 
but given the balance of power and 
the mitigation of the competition be­
tween them in the aftermath of the fall· 
of the Soviet bloc, today they are more 
able to follow common policies in Iran. 

7. Splits and cracks within the Islamic. 
Republic regime has weakened the rul­
ing class. This has in turn opened some 
avenues for the masses to enter the field 
of struggle. The cracks among the dif­
ferent! factions of the regime are real, 
but ~<fY all have one common aim and 
that is to save the ruling system. These 
two factions of the Islamic Republic are 
"two wings of one bird". One faction's 
moderateness complements the other 
faction's extremism. The conservatives 
create\¢redit for the "reformers" through 
their witamed terror and suppression. 
The '~eformers" calm and dope the 
masse~ and open the way for the sup­
pressire measures of the conservatives. 



When the existence and interests of the 
system are seriously challenged, they 
both join hands in suppressing the 
struggle of the masses. 

8. Through the presidential election of the 
"Second Khordad" in [May] 1997 the re­
gime succeeded in spreading illusions 
[about the possibility of the system re­
fofming itself] among the masses. and 
bought some time and opportunity for it­
self. But in recent years, with the expo­
sure of the empty promises of the new 
president and his ilk and with the intensi­
fication of the suppression of the masses, 
in which the new president's faction 
joined hands with the conservative fac­
tion, important blows have been dealt to 
the "Second Khordad" campaign. Dur­
ing this period the mass movemen~ of 
the different popular classes and strata 
have increased, and a new round of strug­
gle of the masses against the regime has 
started. This new round is irreversible and 
the country is pregnant with upheavals 
and explosive events. 

9. Under such conditions the struggle 
of the masses against the ruling class 
sometimes intertwines with in-fighting 
within the ruling class. On the one hand, 
the "Second Khordad" faction tries to 
employ tricks in order to infiltrate the 
mass movements and blur the line of 
demarcation between the people and 
the regime. And on the other hand, 
sometimes the in-fighting within the 
ruling class fans the flames of up­
heaval, which gets out of their control. 
It is important to adopt' policies and 
revolutionary methods that prevent the 
enemy from mixing with the ranks of 
the people. 

: POLITICAL LINE AND TENDENCIES 

The heightened activity of the different 
class forces gives rise to contradictory 
political tendencies. These tendencies 
are reflected in all the social movements 
and influence them positively or nega­
tively. Under the present conditions, we 
can mainly observe the following po­
liticaJ. lines and tendencies: 

1. The reformist line propagates "elec­
toral stupidity" and legalism (Le. con­
taining the struggle within the frame-

. work of the constitution of the Islamic 
Republic) and opposes violent strug­
gle against the regime. Middle bour­
geoisie and well-off petite bourgeoi­
sie, who are active under the name of 

"national-religious forces", spread this 
line. This line provides the main base 
for the "Second Khordad" campaign; 
the regime makes use of these forces 
to carry out its "Second Khordacj" 
campaign to save its system. 

2. The line of supporting conciliation 
with imperialism (the pro-imperialist 
line) is propagated by a broad alliance,_ 
which extends from the ruling class it­
self to those outside the regime, includ­
ing the overthrown [in February 1979] 
reactionary monarchist forces. These 
forces try to shove down the throat of 
the masses the view that the only so­
lution to the economic problems and 
difficulties is to establish more open 
and deeper relations with imperialism. 
In this way· they want to weaken· the 
spirit of self-reliance and self-belief 
among the masses and keep them wait­
ing for the mercies of the imperialists, 
thus paralysing the people. 

3. The chauvinist line, under the slo­
gan of "Iran for Iranians", is a common 
point that unites the· "Second 
Khordad" alliance. This slogan is now 
raised by a section of the ruling class 
and is supported by the "national-reli­
gious" forces. The middle bourgeoi­
sie, frightened by the spectre of the 
disintegration of the status quo and 
the economy and the dangers to the 
country's sovereignty, increasingly 
clings to nationalism. This line tries to 
develop a harmful tendency among the. 
working people of the different nations 
of Iran, as well as between the op­
pressed masses of Iran and Afghani­
stan. This kind of tendency sows the 
seeds of disunity among the working 
people and undermines the united 

'· struggle of the people against the Is­
lamic regime. 

4. In recent years the nationalism of 
the oppressed nations has become 
stronger. It is true that this nationalism 
is just But unlike the period of the 1979 
revolution, when the communists and 
revolutionaries had an important role 
to play in the movements of the op­
pressed nations, today it is the reform­
ist current that has more influence. For 
example, today a strong current within 
the Kurdish bo'llrgeois class (outside 
the organisations of the Kurdish move­
ment) has united with the s~ategy of 
the "Second ·Khordad" and -.spread a 
reformist line within the Kurdish move­
m~nt. Under the influence of this cur-
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. rent, the line of the leading organisa­
tions of the. national· struggle in 
Kurdistan has increasingly become 
reformist it.1 rel~tion to the ruling power~ 
This nationalist tendency ..bas a nega­
tive influem~e on the development of a 
nation.:wide general movement for the 
overthrow of the reactionary regime. 

5. In opposition to the above-mentioned 
lines and tendencies, which hamper the 
advance of the mass movements against 
the regime, a different tendency has risen 
.from the womb of the mass outbreaks and 

· sbllggles: radicalism, a militant and vio­
lent approach towards the ruling political 
power. This tendency is an expression of 
the class steadfastness of the basic 
masses of society; it is a reflection of tije 
intense oppression and exploitation they 
suffer and of the violent conditions of their 
life and labour. One-remarkable way this 
tendency is expressed is identifying and 
punishing the mercenaries and spies of 
the Islamic Republic in the midst of the 
mass upheavals. and ambushing them in 
popularneighbourhoods. Another exam­
ple is the attacking and burning of mili­
tary patrols, police posts, banks and gov­
ernment buildings. As the uselessness 
of the refonnist lines is exposed, radical­
ism grows and develops more and more 
among the masses. Along with the devel­
opment of this favourable tendency, 
which provides more possibilities for de­
veloping revolutionary thinking among 
the masses, there is also a strong cwrent, 
especially among the youth, to rupture 
with religion and to develop hatred to­
waf9s the Sharia [Islamic rules and regu­
lations] and superstition. 

6. Given the above-mentioned objective 
and subjective factors, ... the instability 
and the ever-deepening crisis and 
frictions, there will continue to be mass 
rebellions and ever-growing struggle. 
The intensification of the poverty, lack 
of rights; futurelessness ·and insecurity 
experienced by the masses; the inabil­
ity of the regime and its imperialist sup­
porters to deal With the increasing prob­
lems within the society; the ineffective­
ness of relying only on methods of con­
tinuous and nakoo suppression; and the 
coming to the political field of a new 
generation free from a defeatist and 
capitulationist spirit - these are all fac­
tors ensuring that the intensification of 
crisis and social upheaval is the most 
probable trend. 

.7. Under these conditions, as a result 
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of the social upheaval, some changes 
in the form and structure of the regime 
and some shifts -in the reactionary po­
litical power mighW>ccur. But even in 
that case, the central task of the· com-

·-munists, the seizure of political power 
through people's war, wi11 not change. 

REVOLUTIONARY OPPORTUNITIES 

I. A mentality of changing the present· 
order has penetrated the different lay­
ers of society, and large sections of 
the masses feel not only the necessity· 
for, but also the possibility of, change. 
The masses have set foot in the field 
of struggle in great numbers. Their 
struggle is continuous and develop­
ing. The masses are developing radi­
cal forms of struggle that seize the of­
fensive. Today, the mas·ses feel the 
absence of a leading revolutionary 
force; they search for a philo,sophy, a 
path, which can deal with th'e funda­
mental problems of society and carry 
them towards their dreams and desires. 
They need a leading revolutionary 
party and they have asked for it in a 
thousand ways. 

2. The position of the regime in the re­
gions of the oppressed nations has 
become weaker and more brittle. Spe­
cifically in Kurdistan, where there has 
been two decades of experience in 
armed struggle, today the desire to re­
sort to arms and violent struggle 
against the enemy is strong among the 
masses. Moreover, splits amongst the 
different factions of the regime have, 
in some cases, even led to the violent 
resolution of their disputes. Police au­
thority has weakened. 

3. Under these circumstances, in order 
to develop and extend its influence in 
society, the Party has a fundamental 
strength that other class forces lack: 
the ideology, political line, Programme 
and strategy of the Communist Party, 
which corresponds to the short-term 
and long-term interests of the .Qp­
pi;-essed masses and to their radical­
ism. The com"tnunists, in competition 
with other class forces, and in the strug­
gle to overcome their lagging behind 
.and to win over the masses, can be 

· victorious only by persisting with revo­
lutionary ideology and extremely hard 
wor.k in order to advance and spread 
the Party's Programme and path. 

. THE PRESENT POLITICAL TASK OF 
'THE PARTY FOR THE PREPARATION 

OF THE PEOPLE'S WAR 

1. In order to accumulate and develop 
its forces as a step towards the initia­
tion of people's war, the Communist 
Party must clarify its political tasks in 
the present situation. By carrying out 
its tasks with perseverance and reso­
luteness, the Party will be ~pie to over­
come its lagging behind in a decisive 
way and come to the fore of the class 
struggle. With clear political mind and 
courage, in practice it will be able to 
specify and chart its tasks and carry 
them out as necessary steps towards 
the initiation of'people's war. This will 
play a decisive role in coming from 
behind to the fore. 

2. The Party must be part of the mass 
movements and put forward its revolu­
tionary policies and struggle to give 
them a revolutionary direction; it should 
win over, mobilise and organise forces 
from amongst the mass movements. The 
arena of activity of the Party should be 
those movements that provide more 
potential for strengthening our van­
gli~d Party, provide more material fot·· 
the initiation of the people's war and 
create favourable conditions for the 
development of the revolution. In the 
service of carrying out these tasks, the 
Party should expose and render inef­
fective every strategy that the enemy 
employs to contain the movements of 
the masses and its own crisis. At every 
step, the Party must expose the aims of 
the suppressive measures and the de­
ceptive plans of the Islamic reactionar­
ies. The Party should use the present 
opportunity for organising the strug­
gles of the masses against these plans 
- today specifically against the electoral 
campaigns of the regime. 

3. The Party should fight against the 
reactionary and conciliatory lines and 
tendencies that are put forward by the 
ruling and bourgeois classes and that 
influence the ranks of the people. 
Against the reformist line, the Party 
should uphold the line of violent over­
throw; against the pro-imperialist line, 
the line of independence and self-reli­
ance; against religious and supersti­
tious thought, scientifJ..c and. advanced 
dialectical materialist thought; against 
chauvinism and nationalism, the line 
·of internationalism, as well as the right 
to self-determination of nations, up to 

secession; and it must expose, and fight .. 
against, patriarchal and male-dominat­
ing views. 

4. The Communist Party of Iran (MLM) 
should propagate its Programme and 
Constitution among the broad masses. 
It should determine the disunities and 
unities that exist between the pro­
gramme, line and aims of the different 
parties of the popular classes with that 
of the working class and new-demo­
cratic revolution. It should continu­
ously clarify and propagate the line of 
demarcation with these other parties. 
This should serve to forge a popular 
united front under the leadership of the 
Party. 

11 

5. The Party should determine strate­
gic and tacticali general and particular 
slogans for each period and popular­
ise these amongst the masses. Slogans 
such as: 

Long Live Revolution, Long Live 
Communism! 
Long Live Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism ! 
Raise High the Victorious Flag of 
People's War! 
Long Live the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement! Long Live 
Proletarian Internationalism! 
Long Live the New-democratic 
Revolution towards Socialism! 
Down with the Islamic Republic and 
Its Imperialists Masters! 
Break the Chains and Unleash the 
Fury of Women as a Mighty Force 
for Revolution! 
Join the Ranks of the Communist 
Party of Iran (M_LM) ! 
Join the Preparation for the People's War! 
The Right to Self-determination to 
the Point of Secession! 
Down with the theocratic Regime! 
Down with the Islamic Republic! 
Political Prisoners must be Freed! , 
Down with the Enemy of the Youth! 
Smash Electoral Deception! 
Bum the Compulsory Hejab [the 
Islamic covering]! 
Freedom of Thought is Impossible 
under this Regime! 
Make Kurdistan the Cemetery of the 
Fascists! . 
Lan~ to the Peasants! 
The':Right to Organise, the Right to 
StrlJW! 
Imprisoned Workers must be Freed! 
Condemn the Expulsion of 

. Af glllinistani Immigrants! 
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fetter on the fighting energy of the genera1, with the ideology of Marxism-
Appendix to the Political masses. The ruling reaction on the one Leninism-Maoism ... ~. Politically this 

Resolution: hand spreads the opium of religion, and · trend moves the masses away from 

(The complete Appendix is available on the other hand spreads the real drug revolutionary struggle against the re-

from A W1W upon request.) opium among the youth in order to kill gime; it reduces the horizons of the 
their rebe11!9,~S spirit. Moreover; the struggle and instead organises the 

ANALYSIS OF THE MASS MOVEMENT Islamic ideology and culture that is workers to struggle for economic de-

AND TASKS OF THE PARTY dominant in the society spreads male mands. In this way, they not only un-
chauvinist oppressive and misogynist dermine the role and influence of the 

The repeated mass outbreaks and anti-women views and behaviour workers in the general mass move-

the more ongoing movements; of the amongst these masses. This is an iin- ments, but they also undermine the 

different classes and strata increas- portant factor that divides the ranks of ability of the workers' movement to 

ingly draw the masses into political life. the people. National chauvinism (the impose its demands on the enemy and 

The scope of these struggles differ and ugliest of which is aimed at the rebuff its attacks ..... 

they encompass various forces .... Afghanistani masses) and religious But the most important problem with 

The mass movements are an impor- discrimination (Shiiat against Sunni the economist and syndicalist line is 

tant arena for accumulating our primary and Islam against other religions) are that they deny the duty of the working 

forces for initiating the people's war. two other factors consciously em- class to lead the armed revolution with 

This activity should be carried out in ployed by the regime to divide the the aim of overthrowing the oppressive 

such a way that it does not become a masses. In order to develop a revolu- and exploitative order and move to so-

stage in and of itself, because the peo- tionary influence on the movements of cialism and world communism. This line 

pie's war will not grow out of these the toiling masses, the Party must merely calls on the workers to struggle 

movements spontaneously. In the propagate and agitate for the unity and for their economic demands and recog-

same way that the people's war will not solidarity of the toilers of all nations; it nises the economic organisations of the 

grow out of the reformist mass move- must encourage and support the par- workers as the main tool and the strike 

ments, it will also not grow spontane- ticipation of women in these move- as the rnost important method of strug-

ously out of revolutionary political ments; and it must ruthlessly criticise gle. So the communist vanguard must 

struggles. Even though during the national and gender-based discrimina- fight this line essentially around the is-

present period it is necessary to carry tion and degradation. The Party must sue of the basic aims and organisation 

out various activities amongst the not only take hope and optimism of the working class and its strategy for 

' masses, the initiation of the people's among the poor masses, but also put seizing political power. · :bi 

war will not be a continuation of the forward a clear vision of the possibil- ~ 
current mass struggle. To initiate the ity of change and the real path of lib- PEASANTS' STRUGGLE 

highest form of struggle, which is the eration. The Party must also propagate i!! 
During the past few years, differ-

tJ 
armed struggle, active and specific the necessity of revolutionary unity a 
preparation will be required. amongst them and with the other sec- ent strata of the p~asants have carried § 

Mao said that before the initiation tions of the masses. out struggles around different issues. :!: 
of people's war everything should But these struggles have been over- ~ 
serve its initiation. This must be done THE WORKERS' STRUGGLE looked or forgotten due to their scat- a 

~ 
in close and active connection with the tered, limited nature and their low po- ~ 

cJass struggle and revolutionary prac- The workers' movement ... contin- ntical influence,:compared to the strug-
'I 

tice. The Party must deal with the im- ues without interruption. In recent gles in the cities. Some of the issues of 

portant political questions and strug- years these movements have become the peasants' struggle have included 

gles of the day that concern the more militant. The workers occupy fac- struggle against the ··return of the big 

masses; it should analyse them and tories, take officials hostage, shut landlords to the countryside because 

clarify its position regarding them and down the roads and highways around the state has given them back their 

carry this out with maximum effort in the factories and engage the suppres- ''land; struggle against the state's 

both words and deeds. sive forces of the state. The workers' method of pricing [the state buys their 
movement is spontaneous and µnor- produce and sells them materials such 

MASS OUTBREAKS ganised .... as fertiliser and seeds]; and struggle 
One relatively old tendency in the over public services such as educa-

~pontaneous and militant mass workers' movement is independent tion and health in the countyside. 

outbreaks mainly happen in working syndicalism and economism. This These struggles have been carried out 

class and poor neighbourhoods of the trend exists in the form of scattered cir- in the form of demonstrations in front 

cities around economic demands and cl es, some of whose members belonge(l . of state offices, attacking returnee land-

oppression by the state apparatus .... to left organisations during the period lords w.ith the aim of repossessing land, 

From an ideological point of view, of the 1979 revolution. From an ideo- closing.roads'llillld engaging. the state 

despite the general hatred that these logical point of view, some of these cir- · police force. In some regions, such as 

basic masses have for the Islamic re- cles are against having a revolution- Kurdista.n, where national oppression 

gime, religious and superstitious views ary party and oppose the need to arm is merged with other class and social 

are influential among them. Belief in a the advanced forces of the workers' oppression, the peasant struggle has 

god-given destiny is still an important movement, and the working class in · confi¥ued under the umbrella of the 
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national movement. ... 
The country~ide and peasant 

strata continue to carry the lieavy bur­
den of semi-feudal relations, tradition 
and religious superstition. Patriarchal 
and religious male chauvinist views 

.. have deep roots in the countryside. 
Therefore, it is necessary to spread 
revolu~onary. ideology and to fight 
against the different aspects of reac­
tionary ideology and tradition in order 
to unleash the energy of the masses in 
the countryside and to bring forward 
the· advanced men and women. 

In order for the Party to carry out · 
the strategy of people's war, with the 
poor peasant masses its main force and 
the countryside its main battleground, 
it has to unleash· the hidden revolu­
tionary forces in the countryside. The 
village youth are extremely deprived 
of the possibility of work and pastimes, 
are searching for work or education, 
and have to commute betweenithe city 
and countryside; rqey engage in poli-

tics mor~ than others and have the 
greatest p.otential to absorb revolution­
ary conspiousness and 1oin the anti­
regime organisations and struggles. It 
is also important to support the peas­
ant movement and popularise the peas­
ants' demands in other mass move­
ments and struggles. 

THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

... The Communist Party can and must 
mobilise and organise fresh, peciistent 
and militant forces from amongst the 
oppressed masses, the toiling women 
and the revolutionary fighters of the 
women's emancipation movement This 
is necessary for .. carrying qut proletar­
ian revolution and training leaders and 
fighters for the Party and the peopl~'s 
war. The Party must e·ncourage the 
women to break the chains of tradition, 
which have been imposed on them by 
family and society. The Party must ex­
pose the tricks that the reactionary Is-

lamic Repu~lic employs against women, 
such as "Islamic feminism". . . . ,. 
... Moreover, the Party must fight 
against the revisionist and reductionist 
line that denies the necessity of strug­
gling against the oppression of women 
as one of the vital fronts of struggle 
against the reactionary system. These 
lines negate this necessity under the 
guise of upholding "class struggle". 
The Party should also criticise reform­
ist thinking and policies within the 
women's movement. 

THE YOUTH MOVEMENT 

The youth moveme~t is expressed 
mainly in movements in the neighbour­
hoods an.d the stlident movement .... 
The resistance of the neighbourhood 
youth has intensified in recent years 
to the point that they organise and plan 
to beat and even kill the para-military 
youth forces of the regime. The Islamic 
Republic, frightened that these violent 

Message to the Founding Congress. of the 
Committee of the Revolutionary lnternatic;malist Movement 1 May 2001 

Dear Comrades, 
Rarely has a vanguard party of the 

proletariat been so sorely needed or 
so thoroughly prepared ro; the newly 
founded Communist Party of Iran 
(M arxi s t-Lenini st-Maoist) 
(CPl(MLM)). Since even before the. 
formation of the Union of Communists 
of Iran (Sarbedaran) in 1976, revolu­
tionaries of your country, armed with 
the liberating ideology of Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, struggled mightily 
for this ideology to take root in the soil 
of the struggles of the peoples of Iran 
and to build a proletarian party, which 
alone can lead the people out of the 
hell in which they are now trapped by 
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat 
capitalism. 

We know .only too well the history 
of the last several decades: the pro­
tracted struggles carried out against 
the US-backed regime of the Shah; the 
struggles within the Iranian revolution­
ary movement itself, between those 

. who sought an ·easy ride to power by 
hitchlng themselves to the Soviet su­
perpower and the Maoists who upheld 
the road of people's war; and the exu- · 
berance of the whole Iranian ·people 
when the hated des ... ot was finally 

chased from his throne. . . 
In that great revolutionary move­

ment the young forces of the Iranian 
Maoist movement played a vigorous 
role and their ranks and influence grew 
by leaps and bounds. But the commu­
nist movement of your country had not 
yet achieved the crucial step of form­
ing a vanguard proletarian party. As a 
result-0f this and other factors, the pro­
letariat, whilst fighting heroically, was 
not able to take its necessary place at 
the head of the whole people. 

Instead, a filthy band of mullahs, 
representing a reactionary feudal ide­
ology, was able to hoodwink a large 
section of the people fed up with the 
Shah's imperialist-sponsored "mod­
ernisation". The weakness of the com­
munists, including some ideological 
and political errors on their part, made 
it difficult to "go against the tide" that 
was sweeping the country at that ~ime, 
and the leadership of Khomeini was 
not sufficiently challenged. 

We all know the tragic results of 
.((homeini 's betrayal: the thousands of 
executions, the abolition of ariy demo­
cratic rights, the trampling of minority 
rrationalities, the barbaric efforts to re­
press the Iranian women whose revo-

lutionary spirit had so flourished in the 
revolution against the Shah, and the 
terror imposed throughout the whole 
society, which made the repression of 
the Shah look pale by comparison. Yet, 
at the very height of this fascist, 
obscurantist assault on the people and 
on the revolution, comrades of the 
Union of Communists of Iran 
(Sarbedaran) raised -high the red flag 
of armed revolution in the city and for- 1 

ests of Amol. Although this uprising 
was defeated, Sarbedaran wrote a glo­
rious page· in the history of the peo­
ple's struggle, which even wholesale 
massacre and torture and long, bitter 
years of exile could not wipe out. 1 

Throughout the twists and turns 
~f the revolutionary struggle in Iran, 
in the' cruellest moments, as well as in 
times 'of a revolutionary tidal wave, it 
has been the Maoists, and only the 
Maoists, who .have represented the 
long-term interests of ~e prol~tatiat 
and the people. And it has been only 
the genuine communists that have 
been able to learn from the experience 
ofthe·people and from their own mis- 1 

takes fo provide clearer and more cor­
rect leadership, whilst never renounc­
ing the vision· and orientation of fight-



struggles might grow, arrest and ex­
ecute these militant youth .... 

The youth increasingly hate the 
yoke of religion and the chain of tradi­
tion. This provides favourable ground 
to spread new and advanced proletar­
ian thinking among the young people. 
In order to utilise this favourable 
ground, the Communist Party must fight 
against superstitious, religious and tra­
ditionalist beliefs, ·habits andl ,behav­
iours, as well as against male chauvin­
ist and national chauvinist values and · 
views among the youth. The Party must 
find ways to arm the new generation of 
fighters with the political experience of 
the previous revolutionary genera­
tion .... 

THE KURDISH MOVEMENT 

The Kurdish movement has strate..: 
gic importance from the point of view 
of some of the goals of the proletarian 
revolution (solving the land and the 

national question) as well as from the 
point of view of the strategy of peo­
ple's war and the establishment of base 
areas. We have direct and close expe­
rience of the role played by the Kurdish 
movement in the course of the ·1979 
revolution--~md its aftermath. The 
Kurdish movement demonstrated its 
revolutionary potential even after the 
bloody suppression, retreat and set­
back of the political-military forces of 
this region and even during the decep­
tive campaign of the "Second 
Khordad". In the last three years there · 
have been several mass outbreaks in 
Kurdistan, mainly launched by young 
women and men .... 

During the present period, the na­
tionalist trend within the Kurdish 
movement has become stronger. At the 
same time, the forces of this movement 
have come to a dead-end in carrying 
out their armed struggle, and this has 
led them to undermine or even negate 
the armed struggle in the theoretical 
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sphere .... 
[Changes] could·result in the loos­

ening or even collapse of central gov­
ernment rule in this region and the for­
mation of power by rezjonal parties. It 
is also possible that a new round of 
armed struggle and military engage­
ment will start in the region. This would 
open up a favourable opportunity for 
_the Party to develop its influence. In 
order for the Party to be in a position 
to influence the situation, the Party 
from today must deal with the key ques­
tions of the Kurdish movement: it has 
to propagate the necessity and possi­
bility of developing armed struggle in 
Kurdistan; it has to expose all the tricks 
and manoeuvres of the regime and the 
imperialists regarding Kurdistan; and 
it has to struggle with harmful reform­
ist tendencies and truncated national­
ist solutions for class and national 
questions in Kurdistan. • 

Communist Party of Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist) 

ing to rid the whole world of class ex­
ploitation. 

The formation of the vanguard 
communist party in Iran represents a 
truly great step in the history of class 
struggle in your country, which will no 
doubt have profound ramifications in 
the whole region and bey,ond. While 
the formation of the PartY alone will 
not automatically solve all the prob­
lems ofleading·the revolution forward, 
its formation is the necessary and in­
dispensable precondition for advanc·e. 

Mao Tsetung taught: ''The correct­
ness or incorrectness of the ideologi­
cal· and political line decides every­
thing." The history of the Iranian com.,. 
munist movement also underscores 
both aspects of this profound truth. 
Where ·are the large opportunist or­
ganisations of the past? Their right and 
"left" -in-form errors have led them into 
political, ideological and organisational 

·bankruptcy. The future belongs to the 
vanguard proletarian party built pn a 
solid Marxist-Leninist-Maoist founda­
tion, with a core of tested, trained and 
tempered cadres wholly devoted to the 
cause of the people.. With such a party, 
great deeds will be accomplished. 

From the very formation of the 

Revolutionary Internationalist Move-· 
ment, the comrades from Iran have 
played a central role. Despite being 

· severely weakened by the attacks of 
the enemy, you took upon your shoul­
ders a heavy burden in the fight for 

· the Maoist line internationally, and 
your class determination and revohi­
tionary optimism added considerable 
strength to our fledgling efforts. to 
regroup the genuine Maoist forces. We 
have grown stronger together and 
learnt from.each other, and our unity is 
unbreakable. · 

Today the masses in Iran are again 
awakening to political life. The terror 
of the enemy, whilst in no way dimin­
ishing, is less able to intimidate the 
people. The illusion of "reform" by a 
so-called democratic section of the rul­
ing class is badly tattered, despite the 
efforts of many opportunists to patch 
up these illusions. The conditions of 
the masses are intolerable, and they 
yearn for revolution. 

But hisWry has shown, in Iran and 
everywhere, that however heroically 
the people struggle,· it is only under 
the leadership of the pro~tarian party 
that real liberation can be achieved. 
Only by waging a protracted people's 

war will it be possible to rip Iran free 
from the clutches of imperialism, feu­
dalism and bureaucrat capitalism and 
cleanse the society of the ugly and vi­
cious sores that reactionary rule has 
produced. We know that the 
CPI(MLM) has set itself the extremely 

_difficult task ~f organising, initiating 
and leading such a people's war to vic­
tory. We are confident that with this 
Marxist-Leninist-Maoist line in com­
mand, the genuine ·revolutionary ele­
ments of your country, and most espe­
cially the workers and the poor peas­
ants, will increasingly come to see that 
this line and no other, that this Party 
and no oth_er, can pioneer the way for­
ward. 

Comrades, however difficult and 
tortuous the road ahead remains, the 
formation of your Party makes the fu­
ture that much brighter for the people 
of Iran and for the whole international 
proletariat. 

"" 
Long Live the Communist Party of 
l:tan (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)! 
Glory to the MartyrS of the Iranian 
CommunistMoveinent! 
Forward to People's War! 
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June 2001 

Beside the signatories to this call, 
other parties were also invited to the 
founding meeting and who could not 
attend, among them so far Communist 
Party of India (Marxist-Leninls't) 
Naxalbari, CPI (ML) Naxalbari, has 
joined the initiative. Other signatories 
will be forthcoming. -A WTW 

We, the undersigned Maoist par­
ties and organisations of South Asia, 
proclaim the formation of the Co-ordi­
nation Committee of Maoist Parties 
and Organisations of South Asia 
(CCOMPOSA) and issue this joint 
statement: · 

Under the signboard of ·"global­
isation", "structural adfustment" and 
"open market economy'\ world impe­
rialism has announced its global 
agenda to further intensify the domi­
nation, exploitation and oppression of 
the people. This agenda reflects a new 
spiral of ciisis of world imperialism, 
bringing about the inevitability of even 
more misety, horror, devastation and 
war, on a world scale. 

The proletariat and the oppressed 
people of the world continue to resist 
this agenda by raising revolutionary 
struggles, ~geting imperialism and the 
·subservient reactionary ruling classes 
of different countries and generating a 
new wav~ of people's struggles all over 
the world, particularly' iJi the oppressed 
countries. 

As Mao formulated, the oppressed 
countries constitute the storm centres 

.. of world r.evolution,-and revolution is 
th~ main trend in th~ world today. The 
region of South Asia continues to pro-

Joint ~Statement of the 

Organisations 

vide a concentrated expression of this 
truth. · 

South Asia, with more than oile­
fifth of the world's population, is a sim­
mering volcano, as r~cognised by the 
imperialists themselves. All the·tnajor 
contradictions in the region are inten­
sifying and call for revolutionary 
solutions. 

Inspired by the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution in China, the his­
toric Naxalbari armed uprising under 
the .leade'tship of Charo Mazumdar 
served to ignite sparks of protracted 
people's war in different parts of South 
Asia. The drml\S of N axalbari continue 
to reverberate throughout South Asia 
and beyond. The protracted people's 
wars, which are advancing in Nepal and 
India (Andhra, Dandakaranya, Bihar, 
etc.), and the preparations for initiat­
ing protracted people's war in the re­
gion basicaJ)y derive their origins from 
the "Spring Thunder" ofNaxalbari. 

National liberation movements are 
also continuing in Kashmir, Assam, 
Nagaland, Manipur and other north­
eastern areas [of India], and in Bangla­
pesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. Various 
people's struggles against imperialism 
and the reactionary ruling classes are 
also surging forward. . 

The irresistible advance of the new­
Uemocratic revolution and the pro­
tracted People's War in Nepal·under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist) [CPN(M)], ·along with 

. the protracted People's Wars in India 
led by the Communist Party of India 
(Marxist-Leninist) (People's War) 
[CPI(ML)(PW)] and the Maoist Com­
munist Centre [MCC], are changing the 

I! 

political geography and revolutionary 
dynamics of South Asia. The emerging 
new wave of protracted people's war is 
clearly visible in the South Asian re­
gion. The Indian ruling classes, under 
the leadership of the Bharat People's 
Party (BJP), are sharpening their offen­
sive against the on-going protracted 
people's wars and the various national­
ity movements in India. Various opera­
tional command units have been formed 
to suppress these struggles, and the 

. central government is directly co­
ordinating all the various operations. 
The BJP, a Hindu chauvinist force, is 
rapidly transformin~ the stat~ into a fas­
cist apparatus and is adoptmg newer 
and newer black laws to crush all types 
of democratic movements in India, sur­
passing all its predecessors. It has also 
started functioning as the gendarme of 

· US imperialism in order to fulfil its ex­
pansionist ambitions, suppressing peo­
ple's movements in. the sub-c?ntinent, 
particularly threaternng armed mterven­
tion in Nepal. 

The reactionary r~ling lasses in 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Pakistan and 
Bhutan are intensifying their fascist re­
pression of the mas~es and of t~e 
democratic, progressive and Mamst 
revolutionary forces. 

In spite' of vicious fascist repres­
sion the masses continue to resist and 
are ~truggling forward in the region. 
The Indian expansionist state, backed 
by world imperialis~, particularly US 
imperialism, constitute the comm?n 
enemy of the people of So~~ Asia. 
This provi~es a concr~te political ba­
sis for builq,ng the umty of the South 
Asian revolutionary forces. The in-
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Maoist Parties and 

of South Asia 

creasing collusion between US imperi- South Asia (CCOMPOSA) has been 
.alism and Indian expansionism can be formed in order to unify and co:-ordi­
clearly seen in the politics of the re- nate the activities of the Maoist par­
gion in recent years. ties and organisations in South Asia 

tracted People's Wars in Nepal and 
India and to achieve the victory of· 
new-democratic revolution in the 
countries <>f South Asia. 

This can be seen clearly in the re- to confront this developing situation 
cent developments in Nepal. However by spreading protracted people's war 
much the imperialists and their lack- in the region, in the context of hasten­
eys try to cover up the real politics ing and advancing the world p!_Oletar-

, behind the brutal massacre of the royal ian socialist revolution. Thi~ is a his­
family of Nepal, the people know the tone· step of far-reaching significance. 

We appeal to all anti-imperialist· 
democratic forces to support us in 
strengthening the rising mass strug-. 
gles against imperialism and Indian ex­
pansionism. 

truth. The crisis that led to the massa- This initiative is the result of ideas Signed: 
ere is directly related to the develop- and suggestions put forward by the · 
ment of the new-democratic revolution CPN(M) and CPl(ML)(PW). The Com- Purba Bangla Sarbohara Party, 
and protracted People's War in Nepal. mittee of RIM played a positive role in PBSP CC, Bangladesh 
King Birendrn and the royal family were this process. Maobadi Punorgatha.n Kendro, 
annihilated in oraer to ensure that state The Co-ordination Committee re- MPK of PBSP, Banglad~slt · 
power would be in the hands of a more solves to combine their efforts and 
reliable, fascist and die-hard section of raise ·their revolutionary struggles, Bangladesh Samyabadi Dal (Marx­
the ruling class that would be inter- with the rum of fanning the flames of ist-Leninist), BSD (ML), Barigladesh 
ested in the task of deploying the armed protracted people's war throughout the Communist Party of India . 
forces in an all-out, total counter-revo- region and beyond, in conjl!nction with (Marxisr-Leninist) (People's War), 
.Iutionary war against the CPN(M), the ·the protracted People's Wars in Peru, CPl(ML)(PW), India 
People's War and· the oppressed the Philippines and Turkey. We resolve 
masses of Nepal. This crisis was delib- to combat and defeat revisionism - Maoist Communist Centre, MCC, 

India "' erately designed to create the condi- both parliamentarY and armed - as tlie 
tioris for external intervention by In- main danger to developing protracted Revolutionary Commuriis~ Centre · 

. dian expansionism in the hope of ex- people's war. We declare our principled (Maoist), RCCI(M), India . 
tinguishing the flames of Maoist pro- unity and conscious determination to 
tracted people's war in Nep~l. This hois.t the red flag of Marx.ism-Lenin- .Revolutionacy Communist Centre 
massacre was clearly planned and ex- ism-Maoism and communism in all its (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist), 
ecuted as a conspiracy between US splendour on the silver summits of ~e RCCl(MLM), India 
imperialism, the Indian expansionist Himalayas and throughout the region. Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), 
state and the most die-hard fascist sec- We undertake this responsibility as our. CPN(M), Nepal 
tions of the Nepalese ruling classes. internationalist duty and contribution 

The CPN(M) and the masses rec- towards destroying the system of im- . Ceylon Communist Party (Maoi~t), 
ognise that this massacre has effec- perialism and achieving 0\11° final goal.. CCP(M), Sri L8nka 
tively liquidated the traditional monar.. of socialis111. and communism by ac-
chy, placing the establishment of the complishing the new~~emocratic revo-
People 's Democratic Republic of Ne- lution through the path .of protracted 
pal on the people's immediate agenda. peC?ple's war. . _ 

The Co-ordination Committee of We appeal to all the Maoist forces 
Maoist Parties and Organisations of . of South Asia to join CCOMPOSA to 

defend and advance the on=-going .pro-
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~ Tile Battlefield of History ... 
0 

~ The HiStory of a Battlefield 

Stalingrad: 
The Fateful Siege 1942-1943 

by Antony Beevor 

Penguin, London, 1998 

Enemy at the Gates 
A Film directed by 

Jean-Jacques Annaud 
2001 

The Battle of Stalingrad, a titanic 
collision in the Second World War be­
tween' Nazi Germany and the then so­
cialist Soviet Union, has been the sub­
ject of countless studies, books, films 
and .memoirs. However, two recent 
works, one a history by Antony 
Beevor, one of Britain's most impor- . 
tant writers on military affairs, the other 
a major film from the French director 
Jean-Jacques Annaud, have helped 
acquaint a new generation with what 
is widely held to be the greatest battle 
in history. Not only was it a military 
clash on a giant scale, pitting millions 
of soldiers against each other, it was 
even more the key act in an unfolding 
drama in which two social systems -
the capitalist-imperialist system in the 
form of German Nazis, and the system 
that had been born of the October 
Revolution and built up in . two dec­
ades of socialist construction under the 
leadership of Lenin and Stalin - con­
fronted each other in life-or-death com­
bat. It was the turning point in the Sec­
ond World War and the beginning of 
the end of Hitler's Germany, which, 

Left: ·Red Army soldiers in the 
"Stalingrad Academy of Street­
fighting". 

Right Red Army Divisional 
Commander at the front with his 

tro9ps. 



until taJcing on the USSR, had easily 
swept through almost all of Western 
and Eastern Europe. 

In relation to the grandeur of their 
subj ect , both Beevor's book a nd 
Annaud's film fall far short indeed. The 
courage of the people in defending the 
USSR and the heroism of the Red Army 
in withstanding and eventually over­
coming a much better equipped enemy 
is too towering an historical fact to be 
easily dismissed. However unfair it may 
seem to equate the schol arship of 
Beevor with the crude Hollywood-style 
fiction of Annaud, both works, though 
in different spheres and with different 
audiences, are efforts to explain the 
heroism of the proletariat from the 
world-view of the bourgeoisie. While 
both works are faithful to the "facts" 
(and one can learn a great deal from 
them once filtered through a revolu­
tionary viewpoint), they swallow whole 
a gigantic lie - that the greatest mili­
tary victory of all time somehow took 
place in spite of, or even in opposition 
to, the social ist system and the dicta-

torship of the proletariat. Ultimately, 
theirs is a hopeless mission. No matter 
how talented or well funded (Annaud's 
film had the biggest budget ever for a 
European film), the ultimate result of 
their work may boomerang and encour­
age a new generation to discover for 
themselves the real meaning of the 
word Stalingrad. 

BACKGROUND TO 
THE SHOWDOWN 

Having been defeated in the First 
World War and punished through the 
Versailles Treaty, the German imperial­
ist ruling class had been increasingly 
intent on forcing a new imperialist di­
vision of the world. The vehicle they 
used for this was to be the National 
Socialist ("Nazi") Party led by Hitler. 
Coupled closely with their drive for 
world domination was a determination 
to wipe out the Soviet Union, the 
world's first socialist state. 

The goal of destroying the USSR 
was shared by all of the world 's impe-

rialists. Britain, 
France and the 
United States had 
no less a hatred 
for the dictator­
ship of the prole­
tariat. Indeed, 
one of the main 
"war aims" ofBrit­
ai n and the US 
throu ghout the 
Second Wo rld 
War was to point 
the Nazi"jugger­
naut eastwards, 
hopin g that it 
would des troy 
the USSR and 
weaken itself 
considerably in 
the process. Mao 
Tsetung called 
this policy "sit­
ting on the moun­
ta in - top and 
watching the ti­
gers fi ght". 

In an effort to 
defuse this strat­
egy, the Soviet 
Union had made 
efforts to reach 
~ n agreement 
with· the Anglo-. 
French imperial­
ists for a collec-
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tive defence against Hitler. After this 
failed, in 1939 the USSR entered into a 
non-aggression pact with Nazi Ger­
many. During the next two years the 
German military machine won one vic­
tory after another - Poland, Denmark, 
Holland and Belgium. France was in­
vaded a,nd quickly capitulated (the 
large majority of its ruling class basi­
cally aligned with Germany for the du­
ration of the war), whilst the British · 
army in Europe quickly retreated across 
the English Channel. 

The British then sat back with 
folded arms as Hitler consolidated his 
grip on continental Europe and pre­
pared a mighty offensive against the 
USSR. On 22 June 1941 the Gennan at­
tack began. Amassing an invasion 
force of 5 ,500,000 soldiers (including 
forces from the satellite states of Ro­
mania, Bulgaria, etc.), 3,350 tanks and 
2,000 aircraft, it was able to rely on the 
combined resources .of occupied Eu­
rope. Germany attacked in three major 
directions: in the north towards Lenin­
grad, in the centre in the general direc­
tion of Moscow and in the south to­
wards Kiev and, beyond, Stalingrad 
and the Caucasus region. The Red 
Army was forced to defend a westem 
.front of 4,500 kilometres, including 
I , 100 kilometres of coastline. Further­
more, whilst, in a general sense, the 
USSR had been preparing for the in­
evitable military conflict, the move to 
consolidate its defences had not been 
completed and, in some important 
ways, the USSR was caught off-guard 
by the timing, magnitude and direction 
of the German onslaught. In the areas 
of its main attack, Germany was able to 
amass a superiority in the balance of 
forces of four or five to one. Further­
more, Germany had air superiority and 
its commanders more combat experi­
ence, especially with tanks. Germany 
was imposing its blitzkrieg, a lightning 
attack that had worked so well against 
its enemies up until now. 

The results of the initial days and 
weeks of the war were nearly disas­
trous for the USSR. On every front the 
Red Army was pushed back and its 
disorganised and cut-off units were 
heavily mauled by the Germans. In the 
first three weeks of fighting, accord­
ing to Beevor the Red Arm y los t 
2,000,000 soldiers, 3,500 tanks, 6,000 
aeroplanes and a good percentage of 
the officer corps. By September, Ger­
man forces were already in the outskirts 
of Leningrad. 'hi the south, Kiev, the 
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capital of Ukraine, the second largest ' The· partisans survived in harsh con­
Rcr:~1blic in the USSR, was in danger.· ditions in the forests by relying on the 
of being surmrinded by overwhelming-: masses, who gave vital support despite 
enemy iorces. Stalin and the Soviet . the genocidal policies of the Nazis to 
leadership, in what may have been their massacre the civilian population for 
biggest military mistake 'of the war, e\tery act of resistance. In the rear ar­
called on the Red Anny to defend Kiev eas people worked night and day to 
at any cost. The Red Army put up a transport whol~ factories out of t~e 
stubborn and heroic defence of the city, reach of the German invaders and to 
but, against such overwhelming force, dramatically increase production of 
defeat was inevitable, and as many as desperately nee_ded war material.. 
50.D,000 Red Army soldiers were ·By December 1941, as the severe 
.captured. · . Russian winter.set in (with tempera-

. According to the scenari<> that had tures as low as -2D°C), the German army 
been played and replayed by the Ger- had advanced to the gates of Lenin­
man war machine throughout Europe, . grad· and Mosc;ow and all along a 
the coll.apse of the USSR should have north-south line down to the Crimean 
been· imminent. In late September, a Sea:· But the offensive had· been 
confident and arrogant Hitler gave or- stopped, and.some counter-attacks had 
ders to raie Leriingr~d after its capture even begun to take their toll on the 
and· to replace Moscow with a large German forces. · 
artificial lake. Indeed, the Allied pow- The German fascists had greatly 
ers also fully expec.~ed the imminent fall underestimated the resilience of the 
of Leningrad and Moscow. US Secre- Soviet Army and people. The arro­
tary of War Henry Stimson reflected gance born of their class viewpoint had 
the near unanimous view of US mili- let them feel they could attack in more 
tary chiefs when he wrote that German or less equal strength in three direc­
victory would require " ... a possible tions at once. By the time the spring 
maximum of three months". thaw had begun the German general 

-Instead, the Communist Party of staff re-adjusted their plans. They de­
the Soviet Union led and organise~ an . cided to focus the bulk of their forces 
unprecedented mi1itary mobilisation of on a massive assault towards the 
the whole country and waged what we south-east, in the direction of the city 
would today call a people's war. The named after the Soviet leader. 
working class and general masses in Stalingrad (now called Volgograd) 
Leningrad were able to keep the is located on the Volga river, one of the 
militarily superior forces of the Ger- principal rivers in Russia and a major 
mans out of the city, including by mo- transportation artery at the frontier be­
bilising 250,000 people, mainly women, tween Europe and Asia. It is the gatc­
to dig miles of anti-tank defences. The way to the Caucasus, where many non­
city' s people then held out heroically Russian nationalities lived in different 
in a siege that was to last 900 days, socialist Republics united in the USSR. 
during which as many as a million citi- The German high command was hop­
zens, again mostly women. perished. ing to make use of contradictions be­
As for Moscow, the Soviet leadership tween the peoples of the Soviet Union 
·seriously considered abandoning the to undermine their fighting capacity. 
city; Lenin's body was removed from For example, the Cossacks, many of 
its tomb to a more secure location.' But whom had been fooled. ~r press­
instead of leaving, Stalin decided, ganged during the time of the Tsars 
against the advice of others, to hold a into being a shock force against revolu­
defiant military march in Moscow on tionaries, were concentrated in the re­
the anniversary of the Qctober Revo- gion between the Don and Volga riv~rs. 
lution, during which Red Army rein- The oil fields of Baku in Soviet 
forcem~nts marched directly from Red Azerbaijan, near the border with Iran, 
Square to the front tQ face th~ German were a particularly important target for 
fascist invaders. fuelling the German war machine. Cap-

. Ev~rywhere people mobilised. turing them would also deprive the 
Communjsts were sent in hug~ num.. Sovh~t forces of petroleum resour®s. 
hers to the front to boost the fighting In addition,,the German army felt that 
capacity and morale ofthetroops. Far by capturing Stalingrad and cross,itg 
and wide behind· enemy lines commu- the Volga they could at soow later 
nists organised partisan units to wage point rriove back n.orth and encircle 
guerrilla warfare against the invaders. Moscow, which was still under attitck 

from the west. In short, the whole Ger­
man war plan now hinged on conquer­
ing Stalingrad. 

Whilst the communists, the class­
conscious workers and the most ad­
vanced sections of the Soviet people 
were determined not to spare any sac­
rifice to defeat the fascist aggressors, 
·there was a small section of counter-
revolutionaries who welcomed the fas­
cists as rescuers from the Bolsheviks. 
There were -also significant numbers 
of people who were stunned by the 
early successes of the German army 
and had lost confidence in the possi­
bility of victory. (The Soviets were later 
to sum up that this defeatism had been 
partly fed by overly simplified pre-war 
propaganda that tended to belittle the 
strength of the enemy, leading to shock 
and disbelief when the enemy proved . 
a formidable foe. Mao summed up the 
correct orientation wheri he wrote that 
the imperialists and all rea:ctionaries are 
"paper tigers, with real teeth", and that 
the people need to despise them stra­
tegically while taking them seriously 
tactically.) Within the Army and the 
Soviet Party itself, including at the high­
est levels, there were strong manifes­
tations of defeatism and tlightism. 

In the early months of the south­
ern campaign, the reconcentratcd and 
focused German army again inflicted 
sharp defeats on the Red Army. Stalin 
and the Soviet leadership correctly 
understood the stakes of the upcoming 
campaign. Oi:i 27 July 1942 Stalin, ·in 
his capacity as the head of the Army, 
issued a key order, number 227, which 
said in part: 

•'The fighting goes on in the 
Voronezh area, on the Don, in South­
ern Russia, at the gates of the North 
Caucasus. The German invaders fire 
driving towards Stalingrad, towards 
the- Volga, and wan·t to capture Kuban 
and the North Caucasus with their oil 
and bread riches, at any price. The en­
emy has already captured 
Voroshilovgrad, Starobelsk, Rossosh', 
Kupyansk, Valuiki, Novocherkassk, 
Rostov-on-Don and half of Voronezh. 
Some units of the South front, follow­
ing the panic-mongers, have aban­
doned Rostov and Novocherkassk 
without serious resistance and with­
out orders from Moscow, thus cover­
ing their banners with shame. The peo­
ple of our country, who treat the Red 
Army with lov~ and respect, are now 
starting to be disappointed with it, and 
lose faith in the Red Army, and many 



of them curse the Army for its fleeing 
to the east and leaving the population 
under the German yoke. Some unwise 

· people at the front comfort themselves 
with arguments that we can continue 
the retreat to the east, as we have vast 
territories, a lot of soil, and many peo- • 
pie, and that we will always have abun­
dance of bread. By these arguments 
they try to justify their shameful be­
haviour at the front. J3ut all these argu­
ments are utterly false and wrong, and 
work for our enemies. Every com­
mander, soldier and political otlicer has 
to realise that our resources are not 
infinite. The territory of the Soviet 
Union is not a wiiderness, but peopled 
with workers, peasants, intelligentsi~ 
our fathers and mothers, wives, broth­
ers, and children·. The territory of the 
USSR that has been captured by the 
enemy and which the enemy is long­
ing to capture represents bread and 
other resources for the Army and the 
civilians, iron and fuel for the indus­
tries, factories and plants that supply 
the n:iilitary with hardware and ammo; 
it also contains our railroads. With the 
loss of Ukraine, Byelorussia, the Bal­
tic Republics, the Donetsk basin and 
other areas, we have lost vast territo­
ries. This means that we have lost much 
in the way of people, bread, metals, 

· factories and plants. We no longer 
have superiority over the enemy in 
human resources and in the supply of 
bread. Continuing tcr. retreat means 
destroying ourselves and our Moth­
erland. Every new piece of territory that 
we leave to the enemy will strength:!n 
our enemy and ·weaken us, our de­
fences, otir Motherland. This is why 

· we have to put a stop to talk that we 
can retreat endlessly, that we have a 
lot of territory, that our co~ntry is great 
and rich, that we have a large popula­
tion and we will always have enough 
bread. Such. talk is false al\t:l harmful, 
as it weakens us and strengthens the 
enemy. If we do not stop retreating, we 
will be left without bread, without fuei, 
without metal, without raw materials, 
without factories and plants, without · 
railways. The conclusion is that it is 
time to stop retreating. Not one step. 
backwards! This should be our slogan 
fro.m now on. We need to protect every 
strongpoint, every metre t>f Soviet soil, 
stubbornly, till the last droplet of 

1 Stalin's order was read to every officer 
and political commissar in the Red Army. 
It was not published until the 1980s. 

· blood. We must grab hold of every inch 
of our land and defend it as long as 
possible. Our Motherland is going 
through hard times. We have to stop, 
and face and destroy the enemy, what­
ever it might cost us. The Germans are 
not as strong as the panic-mongers 
claim. They are stretching their 
strength to the limit. To withstand their 
blows now means to ensure victory in 
the future .... "' 

This combination of iron will and a 
remarkable perception of the basic situ­
ation reflects the kind of leadership 
Stalin gave to the Soviet people dur­
ing the war. It is this that won him the 
lasting love and admiration not only 
of the masses of the land of socialism 
but also of the masses all over the 
world who, as Mao.said, were·watch­
ing every report of the unfolding . 
drama with bated breath. The slogan 
"Not one step backwards!" became the 
rallying cry of the Red Army and a 
guiding principle for the Battle of 
Stalingrad. 

Mao wrote that, "revolutionary war 
· can only be . .waged by mobilising the 

people aQ.d relying ·on them." This is 
true not only for the front-line soldiers 
but also for every aspect of the war 
effort. Indeed, the entire Soviet popu­
lation was mobilised and everything 
was subordinated to the war effort. 
Whereas about 6,000 tanks had been 
produced in 1941, 25,000 were pro­
duced in 1942, despite huge Soviet 
losses in territory and productive 
capacity. 

The defence of the Soviet Union 
was indeed a people's war, but unlike 
most phases of the People's War in 
China or the people's wars we have 
seen in the last few decades, it was 
not, in the main, a guerrilla war. It was 
mobile and positional warfare involv­
ing huge numbers of troops and muni­
tions and requiring the co-ordinated 
action of all the branches of the armed 
forces (infantry, tanks, aviation, artil­
lery, navy, etc.). And this kind of war 
also has its own particularities, its own 
laws, which the p~litical and military 
leaders needed to understand. 

Mao stresses the "conscious dy­
namic factor of man~' in warfare. While 
this may seem easier to see in the con­
t~,ct of guerrilla war, in which so much" 

. depends on the daring, initiativ~, will­
ingness to sacfifice and tenacity of rela­
tively small units of soldiers, it is just 
as true in the kind of massive, highly 
co-ordinated fighting that .was t~ng 
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place in the Soviet Union. And if ever. 
proof of t~is were needed, it was the 
Battle of Stalingrad that prov.ided it. 

From the beginning of the war the 
German army had been astounded by 
the fighting spirit of the Soviet soldier. 
The German General Halder wrote in 
his diary, "Everywhere the Russians 
fight to the last man, they capitulate 
only occasionally." Beevor observes 
that, "the biggest mistake by the Ger­
man·commanders was to have under­
estimated 'Ivan', the ordinary Red 
Army solider." Clearly the Soviets 
fought ·as no others had against the 
Germari juggernaut. But as the first 
year of the war showed, courage and 
morale .aJone is not enough. To fully · 
unleash "man's conscious dynamic 
role", correct strategy and tactics also 
need to be applied. 

STALINGRAD 

The actual Battle of Stalingrad as 
such can be said to have started on 21 
August 1942, when the German army 
crossed the Don River, which in that 
part of southern ·Russia is only a few 
.dozen kilometres from the Volga. 'I\vo 
days later intense aerial carpet-bomb-
ing unleashed savage destruction on 
the city of Stalingrad. Motorised Pan­
zer tank divisions broke into the city 
and reached the banks of the Volga. 
Beevor claims that out of a population 
of 600,0001' 40,000 men, women andchil­
dre~ died in the first week of bombing. 
By 25 August 1942, most .non-combat­
ants had been evacuated from the city 
in la1:1nches across the Volga, whilst 
German aviation rained bombs down 
mercilessly. 

Those. who remained in the neigh­
bourhoods and factories of Stalingrad 
were completely integrated into the 
defence effort. North of the city lay an 
industrial. zone with a number of very 
large plants that had been converted 
to military prod_uction. The 
Dzerzhinsky Tractor Works, the 
Barrikady factc~ry and the Red Octo­
ber plant now . produced tanks that 
rolled off the lines right to the front, 
which by 30 September was only min­
utes from ·the edge of the factories. The 
main Soviet command was shifted to 
the-Asian side of the Volga, to the east. 
which still remained firmly in Svvict 
hands. The Soviet Sixty-second Army 
dug in to their positions in a narrow 
"stretch of the city centre, with only a 
few hundred metres separating the 
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Volga from the front lines of the Ger- armed Soviet solider in the eye. You 
man Sixth Army. German forces siood could locate an enetny solider in a for­
between the Sixty-second Army· and ward post from a long way off, espe­
the Sixty-fourth Army, whichhadtaken cially by night; he would constantly, 
up1lefences in the southern part of the ... every five to ten minutes, give a burst 
city. The previous commander of the on his machine gun, obviously to 
Sixty-second Anny had proven un- boost his own morale. Our soldiers 
equal to the task, having begun to with- could find such 'warriors' and finish 
draw across the Volga.. General Vasili them off with a. bullet or bayonet.'' 
Chuikov was given the command and (cited in the Revolutionary Worker, 15 
told to hold Stalingrad at all costs. At April 2001) The imperialist war method 
that time the Sixty-second Army had of firing at everything, real or imagined, 
been reduced to the 20,000 men who · contributed to the Gertnan expenditure 
bore the brunt of the German .Sixth of 25 million rounds of ammunition in 
Army, which was under orders from September alone, thus aggravating 
Hitler to take Stalingrad at any cost. .their supply problems. (It is no surprise 

In September, Stalin and General that, after the Soviet Union was trans­
~hukov, second in command of the .. formed into an imperialist country, its 
Soviet armed forces, put together a reactionary armed forces invaded and · 
grand plan that called for bogging occupied Afghani~tan with a massive 
down the German Sixth Army in the expenditure ,of bombs and bullets, just 
city of Stalingrad, whilst Soviet forces as the US had done previously in Viet­
prepared a giant counter-offensive nam. It is the class nature of the reac­
designed to epcircle and trap the en- tionary beast that leads it tQ fight this 
tire Sixth Army. The operation, which way.) .. 
was given the code name Uranus, was The Soviet sniper movement, which 
kept a closely held secret. Stalin and popularised snipers such as Zeitov 
Zhukov did not discuss it over radio or ("the hare"), who is featured in Enemy 
telephone conversations, even in code. at the Gates, dealt sharp blows to the 

The Soviet· forces put up a fero- German fighting machine. Not only did 
cious fight. It is said that not a single snipers hiding in drainpipes and rub­
building was intact after the bombing, ble knock out large numbers of Ger­
but the Soviets turned the rubble itself man soldiers (Zeitov is credited with 
into a killing ground for the Nazi troops. killing over 200 himself), they had the 
Chuikov formed small units of six to overall effect of, in Chuikov's words, 
nine soldiers to carry out street fight- "making the Germans crawl, not walk''. 

· ing:. The central train station changed Although the battle ultimately in-
hands five times in the course of the valved two million soldiers, a tremen­
battle. At one point, a key part of the dous amount depended on skirmishes, 
battlefront was a single grain elevator, small units and even individuals. For 
in which German soldiers held one floor example, the commancling heights of 
while Soviet soldiers held the floor just Stalingrad, called the Mamaev Kurgan, 
above or below them. Chuikov ordered · were defended during the siege by as 
the Soviet forces to stay no more than few as a couple of hundred troops. 
fifty metres, the distance of a hand gre- These soldiers' understanding of the 
nade throw, from the enemy front lines importance of holding this position for 
at all times. · the final outcome of the battle fired 

By engaging in this kind of tena- them with a determination to defend 
· cious hand-to-hand fightirig, the So- the heights, at any cost, despite a situ­
viet forces were using tactics that gave ation that often seemed· imppssible. · 
full play to the· strengths of the sol- One of the celebrated feats of 
~liers - their courage, daring and self- Stalingrad was the defence of, Pavlov 
sacrifice - and minimised the advan- House. It is named after Serg~t Iakov 
tages of the Germans, especially their Pavlov, who led a handful of soldiers 
superiority in weapons and manpower. in defending a building at a strategic 
Keeping Soviet lines so close and in- position on the comer of a major av-· 
termingleq with the enemy made it dif- enue. For fifty days and nights, with­
ficult for the Germans to call fu artillery out rest, the soldiers beat off: attack 
or air s~es without risking their own after attack by the Germans, in'.¢luding 
soldiers~ well. Chuikov wrote that the artillel)\ tank and air bombardments. It 
German soldiers hated fighting at·clo.se is noteworthy that the defenders of 
quarters: "their morale did.not stand it. Pavlov House were a mosaic of the dif­
They did not have the spirit to look an ferent nationalities of the Sov\et peo-

; .. 1 

pies: Russians, Ukrainians, Uzbeks; 
Kazakhs, Tadjiks, Tartars and others. 
While Beevor arrogantly dismisses the 
role of the "uncultured" Asian fight­
ers in Stalingrad, in fact non-Russiwt 
nationalities played a vital part in the 
defence and supply of the city, and in 
the subsequent counter-attack. 

The Stalingrad defenders became 
expert at destroying or crippling Ger­
man tanks, which had been so central 
to the Nazi success in the first phases 
of the Second World War. Their tactics 
often involved attacking tanks that were 
only a few metres away. Needless to 
.say, this kind of heroism invqlved tre­
mendous sacrifices: official Soviet 
sources rec.ord ~at 84 per cent of all 
m9bilised men and women in Stalingrad 
were killed, wounded or captured. 

Another feature of the defence of 
Stalingrad was the extremely close 
unity between the officers and rank .. 
and-file, a fact that makes the portrayal 
in Enemy at the Gates of the Soviet 
commanders that much more infuriat­
ing. Chuikov described his decision not 
to move his command post to a rela­
tively more secure area on a nearby 
island in the Volga River: '~It would 
have had an immediate effect on the 
morale of the leaders of units, their staff. 
and all of the combatants. We under­
stood ... the importance of not staying 
all the time at our headquarters and we 
would frequently go to the observa­
tion posts of the divisions and the regi­
ments· and even into the trenches.them­
selves so that the fighters would see 
with their own eyes that the generals 
- members of the Military Council­
were always with them." . 

One of the most.reactionary scenes 
i.n Enemy at the Gates shows Soviet 
soldiers being gunned down l?Y their 
own commanders for retreating. Like 
most disinformation, an ounce of truth 
- an over-emphasis on the use of com­
pulsion - is used to pass a mountain­
ous lie. In fact, one faw of war is that 
no army, of any class, can tolerate de­
sertion under fire. Self-serving coward­
ice can never be allowed to jeopardise 
the lives of the other soldiers and the 
final outcome of a battle. War is the 
ultimate "compulsion", and the inter­
ests of any individual are and must be 
subordinated to the whole. It is true 
that the Soviet Red .Army, like armies 
generally, had standing orders to s~oot 
anyone deserting under fire. But to 
imply from this that the great exploits 
of the Red Army could in any way be 
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do reactionary armies. Whilst a social­
ist state .can and must use different 
forms ot'compulsion at times (for ex­
ample, conscription), ultimately it must 
rely on the justness of its cause, the 
consciouseess of its .soldiers and the 
solidarity between the leaders and led 
as the sources of its di~cipline. Mao 
stressed that, "political work is the life­
blood of the army". In the main and 
overwhelmingly this is what Stalin 
practised, by arousing the masses and 
ensuring their unity and discipline. In 
sending the most resolute communists 
at all levels to handle the most impor­
tant and dangerous tasks at the front, 
the Party set a resounding example that 
was far more powerful than the fear of 
court martial could ever be. 

•• • • · · • • •• • Fnmz, /int,_, 30 SePwn/Ju' 1942, 
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· It is also true that the Anny itself is 
composed of advanced, intermediate 
and backward forces. Whilst proletar­
ian· ideology is a powerful motivating 
factor for the advanced, it would be 
na"ive to think that appeals to a bigher 
consciousness will alone overcome· the 
backwardness of other sections of the 

Map from Antony Beevor's Stalingrad. 

· s_oldiers who are frightened for their 
lives. Clearly, compulsion or force will 
play a role in any military organisation, 
and all the more so in battle, but even 
here what kind of compulsion and.what 
policie~ are adopted will vary greatly 
depending on which class is in the lead­
in~ position. In this respect, it is inter­
esti~g tp note the policy on desertion 
earned out by the Vietnamese revolu­
tionary armed forces during the war 
against US imperialism. Deserters, even 
repeat offenders, were reintegrated into 
!he.ir original units after )Jeing sub­
jected to sharp criticism by the masses 
in their home villages. The Soviet 
policy. of emphasising execution of 
dese~i'S and cowards seems to give 

explained by some kind of fear or "ter~ 
ror" is quite patently ridiculous. Nev­
ertheless, there are weaknesses in Sta­
lin's understanding of this question of 
dealing with deserters and cowardice, 
which reflected errors Mao was· later 
to criticise Stalin for. 

In a later part of the above-men­
tioned "Not One Step Backward~!" 
order, Stalin gives undue emphasis to 
enforcing discipline through military 
means. He even openly lauds the Ger­
man system of forming. penal battal­
ions, in which those who had deserted 
would be given a chance to -"redeem 
themselves" by fighting on the most 
difficult parts of the front, and calls for 

a similar system to be set .. up in the 
Soviet Anny. Here Stalin overempha­
sises the similarity between the two 
armies and their need to enforce disci­
pline and thus blurs their fundamen­
tally different character. While every 
army requires iron military discipline, 
bow that discipline will be obtained 
and secured has ~verytbing to do with 
which class rules !llld which social sys­
tem is reflected within the army. This is 
pari of the meani'1g ~f Mao's concise 
'summation of military strategy, "You. 
fight your way, we'll fight ours.''' 

In fact, al1Dies led by the proletariat 
can and do have a basically different 
appr~ach to assuring discipline than 

· stress to th~ wrong aspect (and .de­
claring that the families of deserters 
would be punished is utterly ·wrong). 
Fur.tbermore, Stalin's suggestion of 
initiating ·penal battalions on the model 
of the German army makes no sense­
concentrating. the backward together 
and having them led by even more 
backwaFCI officers cannot possibly cre­
ate the most favourable conditions for 
genuine remoulding to take .place. 

ON THE 
"GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR" 

Both ·Beevor and Annaud have the 
same basic explanation for the undeni­
able herois·m of the Soviet fighters.that 
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shines through despite the slanders 
and distortions in the book and film. 
And that explanation is patriotism. In 
other words, the Suviet solider is sup­
posed to ha•e accomplished that 

· which no other army in Europe could 
simply out of hatred of the foreign ag-

. gressor and instinctive love of the 
"homeland ... In fact, every state in Eu­
rope tried to ra11y its troops with ap­
peals to patriotism. Is there any nation 
more ··patriotic", or, for that matter, any 
army more chauvinistic, than that of 
French imperialism? Yet the soldiers 
and· army of France covered them­
selves in disgrace during the Second 
World War. · 

Or is it to be understood that there 
was something particular about Russian 
patriotism that had some magical qual­
·ity that made it more powerful than that 
of other nations? It should be enough 
to recall the course of the First World 
War, when Russia was al~o invaded by 
German imperialist troops, to show just 
bow hollow such an argument is. It is 
certainly true that the Tsar and the Rus­
sian bourgeoisie tried to rally the Rus­
sian masses, especially the peasants, 
with appeals to "defend the Father­
land". But as ~e know, the Russian army 
suffered defeat after defeat at the front 
and was extremely demoralised. Lenin's 
call to oppose the defence of the then­
imperialist "Fatherland" and to tum the 
imperialist war into a revolutionary civil 
war played a decisive role in rallying 
the soldiers· to the banner of the Bol­
sheviks. His call for an immediate. end 
to Russia's involvement in the First 
World War was .part of the famous 
"land;· bread and peilce" slogan of the 
October Revolution. 

So what was the difference ·be­
tween Tsarist Russia during· the First 
World War and the Soviet Union dur­
ing the Second World War? A world 
of dif(erence. During the latter, the So­
viet Union was a dictatorship of the 
proletariat, a state in which the work­
'ing class, in alliance with the peasantry 
and other labouring people, ruled so­
ciety. The old exploiters had beeo over­
thrown and were kept down by force. 
Giant steps had been made in building 
a new socialist economy, not based on 
exploitation. Freed of capitalist wage 
slavery, the productive power of the 
labouring masses was unleashed as 
n~ver before and was producing mira­
cles that never ceased to· amaze any 
outside observers of the time. (Note: I! 
was only much later, after the revision-

ist betrayal of the Soviet Union, fol­
lowlng the death of Joseph Sta1in in 
1953, that the bourgeoisie dared to 
broadly propagate the lie of a society 
'"terrorised" by Communist mle. Dur­
ing the period of socialist construction 
before the Second World War, the vi­
brancy of society, the revolutionary en­
thusiasm of the people and the vast sup­
port· the USSR had from the world's 
oppressed was too strong and too evi­
dent to allow such propaganda. We can 
note a similar "historiography of slan­
de(' of socialist China as well - it was 
only after the defeat of socialism there 
that it was really possible for the impe­
rialists to paint night day and day night.) 

So when Hitler attacked the Soviet 
Union in 1941 the masses there, unlike 
everywhere else in Europe, did have 
something very precious to defend -
the socialist state that they had 
wrested from the bourgeoisie through 
the October Revolution, and 'into 
which they had poui;yd their energies 
·and hopes for a generation. What a far 
cry from the nationalist jingoism of the 
other so-called Great Powers, who cer­
tainly opposed German imperialism, but 
only to protect (as in the case 'Of the·' 
British Empire) or expand (as in the 
case of the up-and-coming US imperi­
alism) their own bloOd-soaked exploi­
tation and oppression of people all over 
·the world. 

At the same time, a number of meas­
ures taken by Stalin and the Soviet lead­
ership did make it more possible for the 
enemies of socialism to hide the .class 
character of the people's war waged by 
the Soviet Union. From the first hours 
of the cc;mflict, the Soviets called it the 
''Ureat Patriotic War!. This was a con­
scious recalling of what is known in 
Russian history as the "Patriotic War', 
when in 1812 Napoleon invaded Tsaris~ 
Russia at the head of France's armies 
and was eventually driven back from 
the gates of Moscow. The 
Intematio~ale was replaced by a new 
anthem at state gatherings. Great effort 
was made to bring out and emphasise 
Russian patriotic sentiments. The world­
renowned Soviet filmmaker Eisenstein 
made a powerful film glorifying Ale~an­
der Nevsky, a figure from medieval Rus­
sian history credited with uniting the 

. nation against Teutonic invaders. An­
other intei:esting example is Order 
Number Four, signed by. both General 
Yeremenko, the military leader of the 
whole south-west front, and Nikita 
Khrushchev, who was then serving as 

the main political commissar of the 
South-west anny. Applying Stalin's .. di­
rective "Not one step backwards!", the 
order refers to "the Bolshevik party, our 
nation, and our great country". In other 
words, Khrushchev and Yeremenko ate 
equaHy evoking the nation, i.e. Russia, 
as weH as the country (USSR). This is 
particularly ironic given the strategic 
location of Stalingrad, linking Russia· 
with much of the non-Russian Repub-

. lies, and the large number of non-Rus­
sian soldiers and civilians directly in-. 

1 

volved in the fight. ' 
In general, in the Soviet political line 

of that time there was·an effort to com­
bine the understanding of the need to 
defend the socialist ·state with appeals 
to Russian n~ionalism. No doubt the 
Soviet leaderShip was facing a serious 
compulsion to unite the broadest pos~ 
sible section of the population. One can 
hardly fault them if they were.able to 
make use of some patriotic sentiments, 
even of sections of the population 
whose attitude toward socialism ranged 
from Iukewmm to outright hostile. Some 
characters in Enemy at the Gates repre­
sent these kind of backward forces, tak­
ing part in a united front-type of effort 
with the Soviet regime against the fas­
cist invaders. 

But there can be no denying that 
· the heart and soul· of the Soviet war 

effort were the communists, and the 
class-conscio1:1s proletariat. It was they 
who lept into every breach and, 
through their example, led others for­
ward. Beevor reports, for example, that 
during the Battle of Stalingrad a fac­
tory safely located to the East in the 
Urals was producing the·renowned T-. 
34 tanks. It was decided to ask for vol­
unteers among the workers in the plant 
to accompany the tanks to the front as 
part of the Soviet army. Although the 
extreme dangers were known to all, 1 

-within 36 hours 4,363 had signed up, 
of whom l ,253 were women. 

During the war a number of 
changes were made in the army itself 
tJiat tended to strengthen bourgeois 
f,orces and methods. Ranks had already 
been restored, and Red Army com­
manders hitherto addressed as "com­
rades" were now to be addressed by 
the pre-Revolutionary term "officer". 
The system of dual command between 
ih,ilitary commander and poJitical com-

. rnissars was abolished (apparently to 
tile delight of old-school officers who 
~sented "meddling" by the commu­
qist commissars). Beevor writes: 

I 
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"Red Army generals were con­
spicuously rewarded. Shoul~er boards, 
symbols of privilege that some Bolshe­
vik lynch mobs [sic] in 1917 had nailed 
to the bodies of their tsarist wearers, 
were reinstated .. :. One soldier in a 
Guards division heard news about 
shoulder boards from an old man pol­
ishing boots in a railway station. 
'They're starting those gold shoulder 
boards once more,' the man tor 1 him in 
angry disbelief. 'Just like in the White 
Army.' His fellow soldiers too were 
amazed when he told them on returning 
to the train. 'Why in the Red Army?"' 

It is beyond the scope of this re­
view to try to discuss which conces­
·sions made by Stalin to bourgeois strata 
and methods were required by the reali­
ties of the war. Certainly some adjust­
ment of past policies was both neces­
sary and possible. But it is important to 
see that such adjustments, both those . 
that were probably correct and others 
that seem questionable, were not free 
of consequence. They had concrete and 
serious negative effects. The advanced 
were left confused and disoriented, 
whilst greater rein was given to back­
ward tendencies. It is very difficult, for 
example, to see how appeals to Russian 
nationalism could possibly have helped 
strengthen the solidarity of the differ­
ent nationalities of the USSR, which had . 
proven to be such a bedrock of strength 
for the war effort. 

Furthermore, some of Stalin's own 
incorrect understanding of the contra­
dictory nature of socialism made it easy 
for him to fall into certain errors. The 
bourgeois methods that vyere being 
introduced greatly ~trengthened the 
bourgeoisie in the Party and under­
mined the strength of the proletariat at 
the very time it was winning its great­
est military victories. A good percent• 
age of those who were subsequently 
to seize power and restore capitalism 
in the USSR were-involved in the war 
effort, including Khrushchev himself. 
As Soviet Defence Minister in the mid­
l 950s, Marshall Zhukov played a key 
role in supporting Khrushchev's coup. 
For this bourgeoisie in the party, it is 
true, it was Russia that was being de­
fended and not the ac~omplishments 
of socialism, which they themselves 
were itching to overthrow. Later, the 
revisionists in the USSR worked over­
time to wrap themselves in the uniforms 
of the Great Patriotic War in an effort 
to legitimise their rule. 

WOMEN 

Bl 

ing here. Everyone in Stalingrad who 
still posses a head and hands, women 
as well as men, carries on fighting." 

One common feature of people's The staunch defence of the city of. 
wars is the massive participation of Stalingrad succeeded. The German 
women. This was stirringly true qf the Anny took enormous .causalities and 
Battle of Stalingrad as well. Enemy at was beginning to suffer seriously from 
the Gates shows one heroine of the Red a lack of supplies as winter drew closer. 
Army, a young Jewish woman whose Widespread demoralisation was re­
family had been the victim of early Nazi ported among the troops, who had 
extermination raids. But she is portrayed been expecting an easy victory. 
as an intermediate element and not an On 10 November 1942, after careful 
advanced communist fighter. Yet the but urgent preparation, the Uranus 
Soviet Red Army was distinguished for counter-attack was launched. The en­
the heroic front-line role that thousands tire German Sixth Army was encircled. 
of class-conscious women played. According to Beevor, many Soviet sol-

It is true that even the Allied impe- diers remember the start of the coun­
rialist powers, such as Britain and the ter-attack as the greatest day of the 
US, were forced, by the necessity of war. The Red Army was able to deal 
the war effort, to mobilise women in powerful blows to the German forces 
various war-related activities,' just as and their allies. The trap was sprung. 
the US army is doing today. But a reac- For more two months, reinforced by 
tionary army reflecting a bourgeois, air-drops, the German Sixth Anny held 
patriarchal society can never unleash out. Its commander, Paulus, rejected an 
the potential of women. On the other ultimatum by the Soviet government 
hand, a people's army, as the Red Army to surr~nder his hopeless position. Fi­
most certainly was, cannot exist with- nal surrender only took place on 31 
out releasing the revolutionary energy January 1943, when Paulus; recently 
of the female half of the-population. A promoted Field Marshal by Hitler, and 
people's war defeats the enemy by the main officers were captured. Some 
mobilising the masses and relying on 80,000 survivors were taken prisoner. 
them, by knocking aside the obstacles All over the world, people rejoiced. 
of oppression, tradition and habit that Although the German war machin~ re­
prevent the people from mastering so- mained -a vicious foe for several more 
ciety. Even if the Soviet leadership was years, the tide had shifted. As Mao 
making concessions to traditional Rus- wrote, Stalingrad was "the turning 
sian values, the women of the USSR point of the Second World War" .3 

were mobilised in the spirit of the Paris Stalingrad remains one of the great-
Commune, and not that of Catherine est experiences of revolutionary war- · 
the Great.2 By the war's end, there were fare. The proletariat of the whole world 
over 246,000 women in uniform at the . has good reaso~ to be proud of what 
front, including the 467th Guards our predecessors accomplished on the 
Women's Night Light Bomber regi- banks of the Volga. We must never let 
ment, which was run entirely by our enemies denigrate or distort what 
women, from the pilots to the armourers was achieved darfog those fateful 
and mechanics. months when the course of world his-

N ot only did the women of .. tory was being decided. And certainly 
Stalingrad wipe out many of the fas- we must not fail to absorb all of the 
cist soldiers by fighting in the front lessons of earlier battles, so that we 
ranks, but their very presence was also will be able to fight more resolutely and 
very disconcerting to the Germans. effectively in the battles looming on 
Beevor quotes one letter from a Ger- the horizon. • 
man soldier to his father: "You kept 
telling me, 'be faithful to your stand­
ard and you '11 win.' You will not forget 
these words because the time has come 
for every sensible man in Genriany to 
curse the madness of this war. It's im­
possible to describe what' is happen-

2 Catherine the Great was the .18th century 
Tsarina of Russia, who expanded Russia · 
and sponsored a kind of "enlightenment". 

3 US imperialism ·along with Britain has 
worked over!me to cover over the role of 
the USSR in defeating Hitler's Germany. In 
fact, by the time of the US-British invasion 
of contin_ental Europe in May 1944 the fate 
of the Nazi regime had already been decided 
on the Eastern front. At that point the main 
concern of the US and Britain was to rush 
their soldiers toward Berlin before the Red 
Amiy arrived, to better position themselves 
for the post-war situation. 
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Different class ideologies contend 
sharply in the sphere of art and 
politics, which has an important 
influence on how people look at 
the world. We encourage you to 
submit reviews or suggestions for 
them covering any genre -
theatre, literature, film , music, 
the fine arts or others. We are 
looking for art and literature 
that, like the poetry of Shamloo, 
unmasks the intolerable burden 
of the existing order and stirs the 
imagination of people struggling 

to create a different one. We also 
count on you to help make known 

the rich material covering all the 
regions of the world and 
reflecting the conditions of our 
class and its revolutionary 
ambition, which is often ignorea 
or suppressed by the imperialist 
culture industry. 

The Inexhaustible 
Source of Ahmad 
Shamloo's Art -

The Life 
& Struggle olf 
the People 

Reprinted from Hoghighot (Truth), 
Second Series, No. 34, Summer 2000 
(Formerly the organ of the Union of 
Communists of Iran (Sarbedaran), now 
the organ of the Communist Party of 
Iran (Marxist-Leninist-Maoist)]. 

The death of Ahmad Shamloo 
caused a wave of sorrow and grief, not 
only among literature and art lovers, 
but also among a broad spectrum of 
progressive intellectuals, political ac­
tivists and conscious masses. He was 
at the forefront of an unwavering bat­
tle against the old backward culture, 
and his death marked the loss of one 
of the most steadfast figures of the 
progressive and new culture. The 
masses los·t an intellectual of the peo­
ple, one who expressed their life, work, 
struggle and interests. One who served 
them in the battle against ignorance, 
superstition and religion. Shamloo was 
one of those intellectuals whom the 
workers, peasants and other toiling 

. masses need to overcome the deep di­
vide that class society has created be­
tween labour and thought. 

The Maoists did not always share 
his political and ideological positions, 
but he was one of the handful of living 
masters in the intellectual and cultural 
fields that the proletarian revolution in 
Iran ac_utely needs. Because pushing 
back the dominant reactionary culture 
and introducing the masses to new 

thinking and beliefs is an essential part 
of organi sing and preparing for the 
overthrow of the ruling classes and the 
establishment of the new power. And 
because the long road to the elimina­
tion of exploitation and oppression 
cannot be travelled without ceaseless 
and intense struggle on the art and 
cultural front. All this Shamloo took up 
consciously and lovingly. 

In order to achieve its historical 
mission, the emancipation of human­
ity, the revolutionary proletariat needs 
to advance on this front, to unite, to 
discuss and to struggle in a comradely 
way with people like Shamloo. 

In training ever more workers and 
leaders in the realm of culture and art, 
we can learn a great deal from his reso­
luteness in the face of the oppressive 
rulers, and his fight against reaction in 
the areas of cultural and historical in-· 
vestigation, as well as artistic creation. 

Those youth that turn to art and 
literature, with revolutionary fervour 
and political and social commitment, 
need a torch to light the dark nights 
and tortuous paths. In the arena in 
which a new culture is fighting the old 
one, in the midst of the battle agai nst 
anti-people, reactionary and stupefy­
ing art and culture, they need a flag 
hoiste.d to insti l courage in their hea1ts 
and to infuse the hope of victory in 
their souls. In the last several decades 
Sham)oo consciously triea· to light 
this torch and be this flag. Without a 



shadow of a doubt, he succeeded in 
playing this role. 

This high standing was not be­
stowed on Shamloo by an invisible, su­
pernatural hand. It was neither luck nor 
"innate genius" - something he him­
self never believed in. The secret was 
that in the process of his ceaseless, 
tireless and multi-dimensional activi­
ties, Shamloo found an inexhaustible 
source of .art: the life and struggle of 
the people. He made a basic decision 
about the social role of his art and the 
goal of his artistic creation, and he com­
mitted himself to the awakening, lib­
eration and interests of his audience. 
He considered that "being born a hu­
man means becoming a mission per­
sonified". He tried to personify com­
mitment to the oppressed masses and 
to revolutionary ideals and values: 
"Since art can present a useful thing 
with more beauty and give it more 
power of penetration, it should l]e 
ashamed to be neutral. My point is in 
no way to impose my will on others 
with do's and don'ts. The wisdom of 
the artist in this ailing world is to seek 
to cure the disease, not to alleviate the 
pain; to seek understanding: not 
adornment; to be a caring doctor, not 
an uncaring clown."1 

This viewpoint made his poetry 
into a finger pointed at the enemy. His 
poetry was not a shield of pity to 
guard the weak and oppressed. It was 
a sword that tore apart masks of hy­
pocrisy, an arrow targeting the ideas 
and actions of the powers that be, and 
its twang was the raging cry of the 
slaves. The rage of the poor, ~ho bind 
the poetry book of 1heir life with 
blood, who kill their lives of slavery 
so that they can be reborn ·as masters 
of history.2 In life a poet who writes 
like this, could never conciliate with or· 
surrender to the reactionary powers. 
Shamloo never gave in to lures and in­
ducements. Whilst in prison after the 
coup in the summer of 1953 [the CIA 
coup against Dr Mossadeq, that 
brought the Shah back to power], with 
his poetry he excoriated the weaklings 
who· had knelt down to the monarchist 
executioners and repented. In prison 
he felt deeply the heroism and sacri­
fice of Tudeh party members, such as 
Varthan Salakhanian and Morteza 
Keyvan, on the one hand, and the op~ 
portunism and betrayal of the Central 
Committee of that party on the other. 
He understood that tbe blood shed by 
these heroes did· not flow down the 

latter's path. So once and for all he 
demarcated himself from the "party of 
wind", as he called it.:\ Years later, after 
the 1979 revolution [the revolution that 
swept away the US-backed Shah's re­
gime and brought Khomeini to pow~r], 
when Tudeh .. party forces within the 
Circle of Writers of Iran tried to turn 
the Circle into a conciliatory institu­
tion and justify the repressive policies 
of the reactionary Islamic Republic, 
Shamloo, along with other unrepent­
ant friends like Comrade Saeed 
Soltanpoor (who was later martyred), 
insisted on maintaining the progres­
sive and pro-people positions of the 
Circle. They exposed these shameless 
accomplices of Islamic reaction and 
expelled them from the writers' group. 
It is despicable that this treacherous 
bunch paid hypocritical "homage" to 
Shamloo, who clearly, and on every 
occasion, opposed them. 

Over half a century, Shamloo expe­
rienced the defeat of a vast political 
movement ( 1941-53) [which included 
moves to nationalise Iranian oil, and 
ended with the CIA-backed coup] and 
a big mass revolution ( 1979). He. saw 
the masses in their millions taking to 
the streets for liberation. He witnessed 
the decades following the 1953 coup, 
marked by suppression and silence, 
and then again the masses pouring into 
the streets. And, with rage and frus­
tration, he experienced the coming to 
power of the duplicitous Islamic reac­
tionaries and the ensuing bloody re­
pression. Unlike those intellectuals 
whose hope for victory was smashed 
with the defeat of the 1979 revolution 
and who ended up in the abyss of con­
ciliation and surrender to the enemies 
of the people, Shamloo did not aban­
don the struggle. He remained disobe­
dient and undaunted. He had learnt 
much from the coup d'etat [1953] and 
the first defeat, and from the crystalli­
sation of a new revolutionary move­
ment and the masses rising up again: 
"We suffered yeai:s of repression, ter­
ror and humiliation. Our bodies and 
souls wore out through those dark 
years but our belief in the high ideals 
of humanity prevented us from break­
ing. We aged, we weakened, but we 
did not kneel down, we did not bow 
our head in surrender. We went 
.through the darkest hours of hopeless­
ness and misery, but we did not say 
yes to the devil, because ·we did not 
want anything for ourselves, and we 
did not hope to see the sun again. Our 
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sun was shining from within; we were 
wanned by the proud certainty that 
even if we died in loneliness and de­
spair, what had been entrusted to us 
would not be thrown away, we would 
not throw it away. Such/ was yester­
day, and no doubt, such will be today." 
''The world has not come to an end 
and the oppressive rule of the devil on 
earth will not last for ever. "4 And he 
never doubted his responsibility and 
mission as a committed artist and 
awaited the people's conspiracy to 
break the chains. 

Shamloo endured the eternal wrath 
and curses of the reactionary rulers. 
Because he stood on the same side of 
the barricades as the masses in oppo­
sition to the Islamic Republic, because 
he confronted reaction and supen\ti­
tion both politically and culturally, he 
was subjected to much pressure and 
faced many accusations, but he did not 
pull back. In the early 1990s, when word 
spread that some literary figures were 
conciliatjng with the regime in the hope 
of getting permission to re-establish 
the Writer's Circle, Shamloo warned 
them, as well as the masses, against 
the trap the Islamic regime ·had setto 
lure in the intellectuals and lull them 
into a stupor. He said that the stench 
of thif plan could be smelt already. 
''The government is giving us the green 
light so that we will remain quiet while 
the people continue to be kept behind 
the red light. But our freedom as writ­
ers and artists cannot and must not be 
separated from the basic freedom the 
masses are deprived of." 

His commitment to the interests of 
the people, his far-sightedness and 
clarity of vision enabled Shamloo to 
see through the ruse of "national com­
promise" and the \tadllations in the 
wake of the ''Second Khordad" [the 
date of the presidential elections when 
Khatami became president, in May 
1997]. Despite great pressure, he re­
fused to take sides in inter-ruling class 
quarrels and to play the games of the 
different ruling factions, which would 
have only resulted in the deception of. 
the masses. He refused to bow to the 
ruling apparatus by putting the free­
dom-killing and superstitious phrase 
"in the name of the God of soul and 
wisdom" ""On the.masthead of the dec­
laration of the Writer's Circle. He re­
fused to support, much less admire, 
Mohajerani, the Guidance Minister of 
this censorship regime (who had de­
vised cultural~literary justifications for 
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the death' warrant issued against 
Salman Ru.shdie ).5 

The conciliating "Second 
Khordad" infellectuals considered 
Shamloo's resolute stand against the ,.::1 

ruling Islamic reactionaries and his re­
fusal to shake hand~.}vith Khatami and 
company a thorn in their side. They 
not only tried to ignore and hide this 
bright and lofty aspect of his political 

The Beginn.ing• \ 

Untimely 
in a land unknown 
at a time yet not arrived. 

. Thus, I was born 
within the forest of beast and rock. 

. life, but also were intolerant of his po­
etic language. They strove in vain to 
keep the new generation away from the­
"mis-teachings" of Shamloo's lan­
guage! They called his language 
"power-seeking and anti-people" be­
cause it did not correspond to the "tol­
erance and forgiveness" they 
preached, 6 because it was not the Jan:.. 
guage of compromise and kow-towing 
to the ruling powers, because It was 
proud, defiant and rebellious. He ridi­
culed and humiliated the enemies of 
the people, he instilled hope and cour­
age in his listeners, and, with a violent 
torrent of words in prideful rhythms, 
he aroused them against despair, op­
pression and tyranny. Even after his 
death, Shamloo's living poetry and lan­
guage creates a problem for the pio­
neers of compromise and the foes of 
advanced art and culture. So today 
they are forced to try to render him 
harmless, to put him safely behind . 
museum walls using much false fan­
fare, and at the same time keep the 
youth away from studying his works 
and halt the regeneration of the. values 
he left behind. 

THE ESSENCE OF 
SHAMLOO'S POETRY 

Shamloo's poetry, as a reference 
and clear example of the new poetry in 
Iran, is the product and reflection of 
the movements and revolutions, de­
feats and victories that the workers and 
oppressed masses lived through in the 
twentieth century, both in Iran and in­
ternationally; he kept his eye on new 
horizons and conveyed new -class in-
terests· and inspirations. . 

Shamloo's poetry, with its new con­
tent ~nd its own new· rhythms and 
wording, became worthy of the great 
and ·daily struggle for liberation of 
hundreds of ·millions of "nobodies" 
throughout the worJcf. It reflected the 
revelutionary epics created on this 
road. His commitment te the high ideal 
of the emaneipatien of humanity made 
his poetry socially conscious and pro-

My heart 
in void 

started beating. 
I abandoned the cradle of reiteration 

in a land with no bird, no spring. 

My first journey was a return 
from the hope-abrading vistas of thorn and sand, 
without having gone far 

, on the inexperienced feet of t~e fledgeling that 
,, was I. 

My first journey was a return. 
The vast distance 
taught no hope. 
.Trembling, 

I stood on tlie feet of the novice that was I 
facing the horizon ablaze. 

I realized that there was no tidings 
for in between stood a mirage. 
The vast distance taught no hope. 
I learnt that there was no tidings: 
This boundless 

was a prison ~so huge 

that the soul 
hid in tears 
from shame of impotence. 

A poem written on returning to the newly-established Islamic Re­
public after a trip abroad, describing his feelings about the 
Khomeini regime. 

people. It was. a poetry of life that 
wanted to. fight shoulder to shoulder 
with -its unknown comrades in China, · 
Korea or France, that wanted to hang 
the false gods of literature on his gal­
lows [a reference to a Shamloo poem 
that says u1 will hang them - leave them 
to dangle, like dead men-:- on the 'gal­
lows' of my poetry"]. Thus, his poetry 
could not be gentle arid delicate, so as 

,, 

to avoid muddying the waters 7 or dis­
turbing the sleep of butterflies. 
Sh~Ioo wanted his poetry to be "a 
bugle and not a lullaby". 8 

The mirror of Shamloo'~:experience 
of political activity and pc!)litical par­
tie~. was.. darkened by the dust of 
reformism, opportunism ~iid the be­
trayal of false leaders~ But t#.en though 
Shamloo called politics "a ~rty word" 

II 



and considered "polit~cking and power 
.games" to be inextricably associated 
with those "who have no respect for 
1'te life of anyone", politics was ever­
present in his poetry. He believed that 
artists should be "free from the chains 
of sectarianism and party partisanship, 
a c"1mmitment free from politics", 9 but 
his poems were inevitably closely tied 
to political developments in society 
and the world. Even when his poetry 
depicted the abstract individual, out­
side the boundaries of class, the foot­
steps of politics were still visible. It 
could not have been otherwise, be­
cause in his ·poetry general concepts 
such as: love, beauty, justice, deliver­
ance and humanity passed through this 
world of classes and politics~ thus find­
ing a class and political nature. 

Shamloo·was always moved by the 
struggle and sacrifice of the revolution­
ary vanguard of the people. In his po­
etry he recorded great social and po­
litical upheavals and the role of "those 
who know why they die", those who 
in times of darkness stand up to the 
thunder to bring light to the house. 
Through the torrent of events and his­
torical turning points, Shamloo's vo­
cabulary was polished and his poetry 
developed. In the years prior to the 
1953 coup, the singing children of the 
sea, the great sacrificed stars and the 

· red blossoms from Granada and Ath­
ens to Abadan [in Iran] pulsed in the 
veins of his poetry, and in the mid- to 
late-1960s, when· gunfire announced 
the birth of a new generation of revo­
lutionaries, his poetry took on a differ­
ent beat. Th.is poetry, in turn, inQu­
enced, above all, the young revolution­
aries and the advanced fighters to see 
their role and Qlission more clearly, 
more decisively :and more victoriously 
in Shamloo's mirror - to blossom and 
to be the harbingers of the end of win~ 
ter, even if they themselves would not 
live te see the victory of springtime. 10 
Shamloo's poetry brought warmth to 
the souls of political prisoners, who 
carved it on prison walls so as to point 
to a horizon beyond the bulwarks of 
captivity. · 

Many of Shamloo's poems speak 
to, and are needed by, the revolution­
ary cadres and the advanced among 
the masses. Like any committed artist 
of the people he faced two tasks: 
[firstly] to practice criticism and popu­
larise other people's artistic works, 
encouraging the masses to make art, 
and discovering the work they have 

already done; and [secondly] to raise 
artistic standards and the quality of the 
work produced. His poetry mainly in­
volved the second task. In his valu­
able and unambiguous work, he con­
s is tentl y sought to find winaows 
through which he could enter the souls 
of the broad masses. 

BREAKING THE MOULDS 

Shamloo's poetry was a deluge of 
great and stormy thinking, an expres­
sion of the rebellion of the new against 
the old. This poetry was not to be 
chained, tamed or turned into a bed for 
capitulationist and collaborationist 
whining. Shamloo's poetry sought itS 
own forms, a structure that could not, 
and would not, become a cage for this 
rebellious soul, forms that would not 
become moulds. Even the most colour­
ful, most open framework, would, in the 
end, confine and restrict his varied and 
ever-changing subjects, feelings and 
passions, thwarting the constant in­
novation and creativity of his poetry. 
This idea. was at first mostly a ques­
tion of feeling, and inevitably his work 
initially suffered from imperfections. 
Later, after delving deeply into his own 
writing and companng it cri~ically to . 
that of others, this understanding and 
belief took wing in his poetry. Shamloo, 
correctly, considered himself a student 
of the pathbreaker Neema, who found 
the old poetic rules insufficient to ex­
press the emotions and thinking of to­
day's world. Shamloo understood the 
essence of Neema's message, which 
was a revolution in the internal struc­
ture of poetry; and he did what Neema 
could not, or would not, do. 11 He to­
tally broke the old moulds,. the estab­
lished metres and rhythm schemes and 
the rigid understanding of their inter­
relationship, opening the way for the 
'innovative and restless flow of his 
poetry. In this way each poem, with its 
own pace and pauses, its own beat and 
melody, and a form that matches its 
content and thought, would be born, 
live and end. Thus, with unique daring 
and courage, Shamloo stood on 
Neema's shoulders. From atop the high 
poetic tower that Neema had built, he 
discovered new ·horizons and marched 
to their ·conquest. . . 

Shamloo's ability to see differently 
and change the meaning. and form of 
poetry arose from his new and ad­
vanced vision of human society and 
nature. In Iran, it has become a habit 
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to present innovation in poetry, litera­
ture, journalism and song as a result 
of the influence of the [ 1905] Consti­
tutional Revolution, but in fact this de­
velopment w.as only one branch of the 
variety of movements in thought, lit­
erature and art that flourished in the 
aftermath of the 1917 victory of the 
October Revolution in Russia. In 
Shamloo's words: ~'To a considerable 
degree, after so much fruitless repeti­
tion, this poetry owes its awakening 
and awareness to the great poets of 
other countries and other lan­
guages .... Masters who taught us 
pure poetry and mapped out for _us the 
paths of commitment."12 

LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 
. OF THE MASSES 

Another of Shamloo's brilliant 
achievements and outstanding contri­
butions was the collection and tran­
scription of the language aj)d. culture 
of the masses. The social and -cultural 
yield of this work cannot yet be fully· 
appreciated, and it will take time to har­
vest. This work was derived from 
Shamloo ~s overall stance to~ard the 
basic m~ses and their role in creating 
history, culture and lang\iage: In his 
eyes, the masses were not insignifi­
cant, identical peons worthy only to 
cheer the elite.and carry their burdens. . 
He encouraged mistrust of official his­
tory. which reflects the interests of the 
oppressive states -and ruling exploit­
ing classes throughout history. This 
history is full of distprtions and lie~. 
I~ first goal is to implant the concept 
of a "God-King" and the idea that "the 
ord~nary people do not deserye to lead 
society". Thus, this kind of history has ... 

· slandered countless revolutionary un­
dertakings of the masses and turned 
their meaning upside down. 13 · 

Starting as a youth~ Shamloo took 
an interest in the language and culture 
of the masses, and this later inspired 
him to take up compiling and writing 
The Dictionary of the Street. He 
worked on this project with such per­
severance that even though twice he 
lost all the notes he had gathered dur­
ing years of investigation, he was not 
discouraged, but continued with e'len 
more determination. His awareness of 
the role of the lives, work and struggle 
of the masses in the creation and con­
stant.:development of language ·and 
culture committed him to put this into 
writing and popularise its ~trength and 
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positive values. He. saw the life and 
struggle of the people as a n~ever-end~ 
ing source of raw matefiM for literature 
and art - raw, untJ:",aated material, but 
the most lively, rich and basic raw ma­
terial there is. 

··· The most important and far-reach­
ing fruit of Shamloo's efforts in putting 
together The Dictionary of?he Street, 
as a continuation of Dehkhoda's con­
tributions in this domain, was to over­
throw the restrictive reign of the dry 
and arid, old and religious, unclear.and 
overly sophisticated language of the 
privileged and high-ranking strata of 
society in cultural, scientific and po­
litical works. Thus, he made these • 
works and ideas more understandable 
and accessible to the br.oad masses. 
By recordifig the language of the peo­
ple and following its changes and de­
velopment, intellectuals can find a com­
mon language with the masses.14 They 
can become more familiar witlHhe life 
work and struggle of the masses~ get ~ 
better understanding of their values 
and creativity and come to believe in 
them. They can more consciously try 
to close the chasm class society has 
opened up between the intellectuals 
and the makers of history. 

Shamloo understood that in or­
der to develop a relationship with a 
broad readership and to touch them 
deeply, a mastery of the language and 
culture of the masses is essential. At 
the same time, in order to revolution­
ise and develop the culture and lan­
guage (or, better said, the cultures · 
and languages) of society and write 
rich and accessible work from short 
stories and poetry to articles and re­
portag~, one mu~t ~e up and rely 
on ·the mexhaustible resource that is 
the language of the masses of ·peo­
ple. He knew that "the stem official 
language can in no ~ay match the 
subtlety of the playful and lively lan­
guage of the masses". And he asked: 
"I don't know why one should not 
take advantage ef the achievements 
of this developipg language, since it 
contains a great tfeasure of the new: 
est,. beautifully:structured and rich 
words, and at the same has its own 
recordable grammar. Why should it 
not be allowed in the dull hall of the 
languages- of the 'cultured'"?15 

- · B11:t Sbam1oo's reference and at­
tention· to popular culture was not a 
matter ef pepulism.and ~ng the old. 
He had a critie~ ·approach to this cul­
ture, and he never took up tlie wor--

T~Gap 

To be barn 
on the dark spear 

like the open birth of a wound. 

To travel the unique exodus of opportunity 

always 

In chains 
" 

to burn on one's flame 

to the vefy last spark 

consuming a reverence 

found by the slaves 

in the dust of the way, 

. thus red and coquettish 

II 

to bloom on the thorn-bush of blood 

and thus tall and p.r.oud 
to pass through the scourge-field of degradation 

and to travel through to the extreme of hatred .... 

Oh, who am I speaking of? ... 

We are the living with no reas~n. 

· They are conscious of the reason for their death. 

This poem was written in memory of Khosrow Golesorkhi, a revolu­
tionary .communist, who was executed by the US-backed Shah regime 
in the early 1970s. His trial was broadcast on nation-wide-television. 
Though on trial for his life,_ Golesorkhi defiantly upheld his revolu­
tionary convictions and declared that the real reason he was on trial 
was for being a communist. In his final statement, facing imminent 
death, he concluded that, I am not defending myself, I am defending 
rhy people. His name, Golesorkhi, means "red rose". · .. 

ship of the negative, superstitious and 
oppressive values that have pen­
etrated it through the centuries. He 
ruthlessly criticised and exposed the 
chauvinist and oppressive attitude 
prevalent among the Fars nation · 
[Iran's dominant nationality] and 
Shiite Moslems [Iran's dominant Mus­
lim sect] against the oppressed na­
tional and religious minorities in Iran. 
He beli~ved that all these negative 
aspects should be put before the 
masses clearly and openly, so that in 
this ~or they could 'see tfieir cul~ 
tural weak points and the harmful re­
sult on their own. thought and action. 
He called for the breaking of taboos 

and for the masses to dust their minds. 
He said the age-old ideas should be 
put in museums and there must be Fl 
cultural revolution or at least a seri­
ous re-evaluation of those beliefs, 
writirigs and spoken ideas that for a 
long time have been held to be un­
changeable in books. 16 

JOURNALISM 

At;diffel:"ent periods, Shamloo took 
up editing journals and weeklies. This 
wasp~ of his constant effort to propa­

. gate popular culture, art and thought. 
Even at the height of the repression 
under tlie Shah, he tried to pierce the 
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dark curtain of tyranny and reach the 
people. With much effort he would put 
out independent journals and antholo­
gies, and when half-hearted friends left 
him or when poverty and censorship 
and finally the security apparatus 
closed his publications down, he 
would seek another outlet. With com­
mitment and perseverance, he would 
find even the smallest opening allow­
ing the legal publication of prQgres­
si ve work, even in big publications 
belonging to the Shah's stooges. He 
provided advanced thinking for 
parched throats, even if only a few 
drops. What made this effort truly valu­
able and deserves the most credit was 
that he walked on the sharp side of the 
blade but did not fall into self-censor­
shi p or distort the content of his own 
or others' work in the guise of "realis­
tic tactics". In fact, he didn't fall into 
capitulation in any way at all. He was 
not one of those intellectuals that tum 
their back on the people's aspirations 
and, in return for petty privileges, never 
dare to cross the line, nor was he one 
of those who, out of fear of "contami­
nation", remain passive and sit outside 
the ring with an "unsullied con­
science',.. 

In his several periods of rich jour­
nalistic activity, Shamloo recognised 
young people with talent and ability, 
helped them flourish, and established 
new and positive criteria for collective 
work, including serious and deep in­
vestigation, attractive and new forms 
and styles, and penetrating language 
in journalism. The Book of the Week 
(Keyhan Publications), which came to 
life in the early 1960s thanks fo his ef­
forts, is a lasting and brilliant model 
for cultural and social journals even 

. today. Later, this journal was taken,, 
away from Shamloo by the managers 
of Keyhan, to be put into the hands of 
Behazin and other Tudeh Party 
stooges who collaborated with the 
Shah's regime. In 1979-80, he took up 
the publication of The Book of Friday. 
Influenced by the convulsive political 

· atm9sphere of that period of revolu­
tion and its urgent needs, this journal 
sought to intervene in relation to the 
burning questions of the day. It dealt 
with: the question of Kurdistan, 
Turkeman Sabra and other oppressed 
regions; the oppression of women; the 
life and work of the oppressed masses; 
and the situation of the workers and 
shanty town dwellers. It criticised the 
rotten beliefs and murderous deeds of 

the reactionary religious forces that 
took power under the leadership of 
Khomeini, and looked at the revolu­
tionary experience and struggles in 
other countries. The Book of Friday 
did its best to meet the needs of.differ­
ent strata of the people and at the same 
time exposed the repressive acts and 
tricks of the newly-installed reactjon­
aries. This journal soon stopped pub­
lication due to the pressure and threats 
of the Khomeini regime. 

HORIZONS AND HERITAGE 

Shamloo was the product of the 
masses, not only in Iran but around 
the world. He considered himself to be 
fate- and blood-bound with the de­
prived and chained inhabitants of the 
earth, not only through poetry and lit­
erature, but on the basis of his overall 
thinking and world outlook. He stood 
against the devaluing of the oppressed 
nations by the dominant imperialist 
culture and, at the same time, whole­
heartedly assimilated the revolution­
ary and advanced culture of the 
masses from all the corners of the 
world. He considered himself to be re­
lated to all human beings who do not 
hide a back-stabbing knife up their 
sleeve, who do not frown, whose smile 
is not a trick meant to deprive others 
of their rights, bread and shelter. He 
said "I am a Lor-Balutch-Kurd-Persian, 
a Farsi-speaking Turk, an African-Eu­
ropean-Australian-American-Asian, a 
Black-Yellow-Red-White-skin who 
does not have the slightest problem 
with myself and others, but without the 
presence of others I feel the horror of 
solitude and death under my s~. I 
am a human being among others on 
this sacred planet Earth and have no 
meaning without others."17 His love 
for the dispossessed and oppressed 
was, of course, paired and tied with 
hatred for the oppressors and exploit­
ers who bottle the blood of African­
Americans in .Harlem and the Bronx, 
set up crematoriums in Auschwitz, 
come to kill the light in the nig~t, and 
start bonfires by burning songs and 
poetry. Shimloo clearly declared him­
self and his work to be uncompromis­
ing towards the imperialist system that 
dominates the .~orld: "We consider the 
existing system in the world an ex­
tremely strong motivation. for making 
art, expanding human knoWledge and 
broadening our outlook, even if only 
for the elimination of this system! That 
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is the only goal that can justify poetry 
and literature in this er.a of horror and 
hunger. " 18 

He knew that this perspective could 
only be realised through humanity's 
long march and that his "own lifetime 
would not suffice. But the belief that, 
one day, the oppressed would build a 
just world and free their dreams from 
the nightmare of poverty, injustice and 
ignorance motivated Shamloo to con­
tinue his effort and struggle. He was 
kept alive by the hope that he was help­
ing to plant seeds that would flower 
on that blessed day when humanity 
realises that it is trapped by unneces­
sary fear, the first result of which is 
total obedience. Shamloo considered 
the cultural contributions of commit­
ted intellectuals like himself to be an 
invitation to the celebration that will 
take place on the, dawn of that day. 19 

It was with this hope that, despite 
all the limitations and barriers the reac­
tionary rulers posed on the publica­
tion of his works in the last two dec­
ades, he did not withdraw from crea­
tion and investigation. His amazing 
hard work and persistence seemed to 
allow him to surpass the short time life 
grants us·. His life was so fruitful that 
we wh.o he left behind cannot help 
murmuring, as we thirst for more, ''His 
time was short .... " 

His lasting works and the memory 
of his rebellion and path-breaking con­
tributions cry out to the youth and 
coming generations, calling on them 
to break open the locks on the gates of 
the future with open eyes and hopeful 
hearts. 

FOOTNOTES 

I Nasser Haniri, o~ Art and Literature-A 
Discussion with Ahmad Sham.loo, Summer 
.1993, pp. 128-129. 
2 See the poem "Ode for the Human of 
Bahman" [Bahman is the month when 
Arrani, head of a Marxist group, was killed]. 
In the 1950 collection Ghat-nameh (Dec-

. laration), reprinted in the Collected Poems 
of Ahmad Shamloo, p. 70. 
3 There is an expression that says, "he is 
like the winnowers of Lanjan, he works 
with the wind". The winnowers are peas­
ants who clean wheat by throwing it into 
the air to separate the w~eatftom the chaff. 
Lanjan is fl very ~dy area neat Isfahan. 
The expression implies that the winnow­
ers ·of Lanjan are so expert i:n their work 
that the change of direction of the wind 
does not hamper their work, and they can 
continue. Here Shmnloo is referring to those 
who. subordinate themselves to the pre-
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vailing opportunism. Explanation by 
Shamloo in response to readers of The Book 
of the Week, No. 32, Spring 1981. 
4 The first quote is from the: article, "The 
Sunrise Is Cancelled!", printed in Teheran 
in Mossavar, No. 22, Summer 1980. The 
second quote is from The Book of the Week, 
No. 34, Summer 1981. 
5 See A Critique of the Satanic Verses, by 
Ayatollah Mohajerani. In this book 
Mohajerani tries to argue - as if it mattered 
- that the "problem" with Rushdie is that 
he is a "bastard" born from the· rape of an 
Indian woman by an English man. Based on 
his sick mind, rotten values and religious 
misogyny, Mohajerani declares that only a 
"bastard" could even think of such ideas 
about Mohammed, let alone write them 
down! His book was supposed to be the 
cultural justification for Khomeini'sfatwa 
(religious edict) that-Rushdie be killed. 
6 From an interview with Abdollah Kossari 
by .the editors of Farhang-o-Tosee [Cul­
ture and Development], Winter 1999, pp. 
119-121. 
7 A reference to a poem by Sohrab ~epehri, 
a famous Zen Buddhist poet. [The Iranian 
film-maker Kiarostami 's movie, Where ls 
the House of My Friend, inspired by an­
other poem with the same title by this poet, 
was made in homage to Sepehri.] 
8 Harriri , On Art & Literature, p. 173. 
9 Harriri, On Art & Literature, pp. 125, 
134. 
10 See the poem entitled ''Twenty-Three" 

in Resolution, as well as "Death ofNasli" 
reprinted in The Collected Poems of 
Shamloo, Volume I. 

11 Paraphrased from the article " I Wf!S Born 

in the For~ of We" by Javad Mojabi, on 
poetry influ~nced by Shamloo, published 
in the coll¢.cted works entitled: Knowing 
Slwm/oo. · · 
12 Introduction to~Like a11 E11dless A{ley, a 
selection of poems from the world 's great 
poets, translated by Al1mad Shamloo, 1995. 
13 "How Vulnerable the Truth Is'", speech 
at the University of California at Berkeley 
in the US, from Mojabi , ed., pp. 508-9. 
14 Paraphrased from "I Was Born in th e 
Form of We", from Mojabi, ed. 
15 Harriri , On Art & Literature, p . 145. 
16 Harriri, On Al1 & Literature, "Adden­

dum: A TaJk with Faraj Sarkouhi", pp. 193-
· I 94, first published in Adi11eh no. 72: In the 
same context see the article "Traditional 
Music: A Dark Trade", Shamloo's sharp 
and smashing critique of ilie backward, 
narcotising music that is called "traditional 
music" in Iran, where he responds to old­
worshipping views of the well-known com­
poser Mohamad-Reza Lotti . 
Anoilier of Sham loo 's efforts, aimed es­
pecially at the younger generation, is his 
critical approach to official history and 
the great heroes worshipped iliroughout 
history. This brought him man'y ene mies. 
To clear society's mind of anti-values, false 
heroes and models and supers tition that 
ju.stify oppression a nd exploitation, he 
stepped forward to take the necessary first . 
steps. As he would say, "What am I to do? 
Don' t touch anything, don't criticise any 
opinion because the heart of the be liever is 
thin and brittle, and they get cold before 
you say ice? ... Is there not enough mis­
education in Sha/mameh [a 14h-century 
epic writte n by Ferdousi]? Are there not 

enough weak-minded people who, to at­
test to their backward ideas, refer to the 
deceased master [Ferdousi] who says: [the 
fo llowing sayings are from Shah11a111eh]: 
Woman and Dragon are both better buned 
The world is better purified of these two 
impurities Or If you admire women, ad­
mire dogs As a dog is bette r than a hundred 
devout women Or If woman and her name 
were good Her name would have been no­
woman not woman. [The Farsi word for 
" woman" is zan, but za,1 abo means "to 
beat", so here " no-woman" means "don ' t 
beat", and "woman" means " to beat" .] .. .. 
"You can say whatever you want. I say 
these are really shameful and must be 
erased from ilie mind of society. It is as if 
somebody became carved i11 the brains of 
these shameless and painless guardians of 
the c ulture of this land, and no one would 
ever dare to tell ilienl iliat they have an 
eyebrow above their eyes [i.e. no one dared 
criticise them] . . . 
' 'The truth, however, is not necessari ly 
what has been whispered in our ears, and it 
can sometimes be the opposite of our in­
herited beliefs". (From ilie introduction to 
"The Meaning of Rend and Rendism" in 
Hafez's Ghazal, Spring I 991.) 
17 Hariri, On Art and literature, p. 13 I . 
is Speech at the In ternational Writers ' 
Fornm, Germany. 
19 Paraphrased from Hariri. • 
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