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Women • Slaves No More! 
AnAW1W editorial argues that, for.Maoists, the participation of 
women has everything to do with the character of the revolution being 
waged. Only a revolution that aims at the abolition of all social 
divisions and inequalities can unleash women to play a :fu.H role in 
society. Also featured are reprints from Lenin and from the Chinese 
revolution, a report on an International Women's Day Celebration by 
women from Afghanistan, and letters from readers. 

Cuffing Through the Darkness 
in Afghanistan 

The battlefield of Afghanistan offers its own unique opportunities for_ 
revolutionary struggle - and the Maoists of the young Communist 
Party of Afghanistan are determined to seize on the turbulent conflicts 
ripping apart their country to forge a force capable of offering genuine 
hope for an alternative to both the medieval practices of the Islamic 
fundamenalists and the modern exploitation of the imperialists. 

Persevering in People's War in Nepal 
As the People's War in Nepal faces the biggest military operation 
in the country's history, General Secretary Prachanda of the· 
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) presents an overview of the · 
results and prospects of two years of revolutionary war. Also 
featured is a document from the RIM Committee explaining why a 
participant in the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement, 
the Nepal Communist Party (Mashal), has been expelle~. 
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Break the Chains 

Once again the development of the 
People's War in Nepal.is provingwhat 
has already been shown in Peru and 
other revolutionary movements as well 
- the tremendous unleashing of the 
revolutionary potential of women as a 
mighty force for revolution. In both of 
these countries the IJlas.5eS of the poor 
women, especially the poor peasantry 
which in both societies make up the main 
revolutionary force led by the prole­
tariat, have astounded many observers 
by their massive outpouring of support 
for the revolutionary cause. In example 
after example, the downtrodden of yes­
terday are becoming the gravediggers of 
the reactionaries and the builders of the 
future as women join the revolution in 
every sphere of activity, taking part in 
guerriila u~its or as leaders of mass or­
ganisations and members and leaders of 
the vanguard party itself. 

There can be no doubt that this 
awakening of the women is a great ac­
complishment of the proletarian revo­
lutionary struggle. Both the absolute 
numbers and the quality of the partici­
pation of women is much greater in the 
proletarian revolution than in other. 
revolutionary and popular movements. 

In today's world all classes and po­
litical forces seek to mobilise women 
behind their banner. This is another ex­
pression of Lenin's observation that in 
our era nothing is possible without the 
masses. Indeed, the involvement of 
women in all people's and democratic 
movements is a striking feature of re­
cent decades. 

For example, in Sri Lanka the Libe­
ration Tigers of Tamil Ealam (LTTE) 
have succeeded in bringing forwar.d a 
large number of women who have 
fought with remarkable valour in the 
battle against the reactionary regime . 
there. In Vietnam, Eritrea and Pales- · 
tine women played a strong role in the 

AS A MIGH:TY FEJReE 



Women are active In every sphere of the People's Wars In Nepal led by the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 
(photo on left) and Peru (photo on right) led by the Communist Party of Peru. 

national liberation movements. All of 
this goes to illustrate Marx's point that 
how rooted the revolutionary move­
ment is among the people can be meas­
ured by the degree of participation of 
women. 

But there remains a difference, and 
a fundamental one at that, between the 
kind of participation of women the 
LITE or the Palestinian resistance or­
ganisations have brought forward and 
that found in revolutionary struggles 
which are led by a proletarian party 
guided by proletarian ideology. The 
essential difference is whether the 
movement itself is able to go beyond 
the threshold of bourgeois democracy, 
whether it seeks only to bring about a 

capitalist system based on the "free and 
equal" exchange of commodities, and 
especially that most important com­
modity, labour power itself, or whether 
the movement contains within it the 
seeds of a society that puts an end to 
labour as a commodity and goes be­
yond the very division into classes. 

The communist revolutionaries do 
not see women as simply more soldiers 
for the people's army or as a vast res­
ervoir of labour. For communists, the 
participation of women has everything 
to do with what kind of a revolution 
they are waging. Frederick Engels in 
his famous work Origin of the Family, 
Private Property and the State dem­
onstrated how the oppression of 

FURY OF WOMEN 
FOR REVOLUTION! 

women arose with the division of 
primitive society into classes and how 
the total emancipation of women is 
completely inseparable from the aim 
of building a communist society with­
out class distinctions. 

The storm centres of the world pro­
letarian revolution have been in the 
oppressed countries of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America in the five decades since 
the end of World War II. This has also 
meant that, in most countries, the revo­
lution must necessarily pass through a 
first, new democratic stage before ad­
vancing to the socialist revolution. 

As we know, the new democratic 
revolution is itself bourgeois demo­
cratic in so far as it has as its immedi-
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ate goal the overthrow of imperialism, 
feudalism and the dome5tic capital as­
sociated with the former, rather than 
the overthrow of bourgeois relations. 
At the same time the new democratic 
revolution led by the proletariat helps 
to pave the way for a second, or so­
cialist, stage once the basic bourgeois 
democratic tasks have been accom­
plished. 

The participation of women in the 
democratic revolution needs to be 

RIGHT: US businessmen Inspect · 
women workers at a high-tech 
plant In Cludad Juarez, Mexico, 
one of many such factories ~long 
the border between the US and 
Mexico. Of the one mllllon workers 
In these plants 60% are women. 

BOTTOM: Washington, 
O.C. demonstration, 

January 1998, for 
abortion rights and 

against the attacks on 
abortion clinics and the 

murder of doctors and 
staff who work there. 

- . . ... - . ~·-
I t . . . - . ".. ... . ~ 

LEFT: Irish 
women bang 
dustbin lids on 
receiving news 
of the death of 
a hunger 
striker In 
Britain's 
prisons. 

examined in this light as well. 

WOMEN AND DEMOCRACY 

It has long been established that 
communists fight for all democratic 
rights. And the equality of women is 

, one of those important democratic 
rights. But communists are also clear 
that democracy has not and cannot re­
solve the problems of inequality and 
oppression. Furthermore, the democ­
racy of even the "freest" republic is 
always limited and subordinated to the 
most important bourgeois freedom: the 
freedom to exploit labour power, to 
make a profit. As long as society re­
mains divided into classes women will 
retain the overwhelming responsibil­
ity for the upbringing of children and 
for household work. As long as a so- · 



Women members of the New People's Army In the Phlllpplnes. 

cial division exists between men and 
women this will inevitably mean that 
women are unequal and subordinated 
to men in many ways. 

We have seen that even in bour­
geois-democratic countries such as the 
United States, France or the United 
Kingdom, the equality of women has 
not been achieved. A quick glance at 
the parliaments, the lists of the heads 
of states, or at corporate boardrooms 
in these countries shows that men over­
whelmingly dominate them. Despite a 
general tendency for the equality of 
wages to be declared by law, it is a 
well-established fact that wages for 
women are considerably lower than for 
men with comparative levels of train­
ing and skill. 

RIGHT: Woman . 
from Chlapas, 

Mexico. 
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Furthermore, even in the imperial­
ist countries there is a marked tendency 
for the desperately poor to be made up 
of an increasingly higher percentage of 
women. Late twentieth-century capital­
ism continues along with its "two-tier" 
system in which a sizeable minority of 
the population is ground down into 
shocking conditions of immiseration. 
In so many cases this means families 
are headed by single mothers, women 
are locked into very low-paying work 
or out of the job market altogether and 
completely shackled to the drudgery of 
domestic work, while faced with the 
task ofbringing up children in desper­
ate conditions. Some Western sociolo­
gists have coined the term "feminisa­
tion of poverty" to describe this 
phenomenon. 

But the oppression of women cuts 
across class lines; in other words, in 
class society women are oppressed 
generally, giving rise to resistance and 
important movements among the 
women of various social classes and 
strata in both the imperialist and _op­
pressed countries. Throughout the 
world women are confronted with vari-
ants of patriarchy and male chauvin­
ism, as well as the backward ideas and 
practices that accompany them, rarely 
censured by and often enshrined in 
bourgeois-democratic social institu­
tions and laws. 

Rebellious women who refuse the 
role that bourgeois society has allotted 
them constitute an important stream of 
the mass resistance against the ruling ~ 
classes of these countries. The struggle ~ 
against the oppression of women thus -

~ 
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brings new and powerful forces into . . den of male domination and stifling so­
play which the proletarian vanguard.: cial and religious practices and insti­
needs to Learn how to lead as part of the· tutions, which falls on women of the 
overall struggle for revolution. more privileged sections as well. 

OPPRESSED COUNTRIES 

In the oppressed countries women 
are also among the biggest victims of 
the intensification of exploitation that 
can be seen throughout the world. In 
many countries the very conditions of 
impoverishment are fuelling new-­
rounds of industrialisation as imperi­
alist capital is drawn like a magnet to 
those countries where the desperation 
of the people can be turned into a tidy 
profit. In Indonesia, China, Bangladesh 
and Zaire reactionary regimes compete 
in a ghastly auction, each offering the 
imperialists yet a lower price for ac­
cess to new pools of blood to suck dry 
in their factories antl sweatshops. And 
in country after country women are be­
coming a massive part of these new 
armies of proletarians. 

China itself, whose capitalist rul­
ers have conducted probably the most 
extreme, unrestricted and radical proc­
ess of capitalist development ever seen 
on earth, has provided literally millions 
of young women and girls from the 
villages as fodder for the vast "free 
trade zone" near Hong Kong. In Bang­
ladesh, whole new legions of proletar­
ians, mainly women, have emerged in 
the last two decades as the workforce 
in the garment industry has grown to 
over one million. 

In the oppressed countries women 
are a particularly sharp victim of the 
backwardness of feudalism, which has 
been maintained and incorporated in 
the "modem world". In the carpet in­
dustries of Iran, India and other coun­
tries modem imperialism has found a 
cosy reciprocal relationship using tra­
ditional forms of oppression as women 
and children stay chained to their 
household looms to produce for the 
world market. This is in part why a 
great many countries of Asia, Africa 
and· Latin America can best be de­
scribed as "semi-feudal". 

There is thus a strong material ba­
sis for the outpouring of women. Yet 
the attraction of women to the revolu­
tionary struggle cannot be explained 
by, or reduced to, only the immediate 
exploitation of women at the hands of 
the reactionary classes as workers or 
peasants. In addition ta this, the masses 
of labouring women alSo bear the bur-

Thousands of years of traditions' 
chains weigh on women in countless 
forms. In Afghanistan, the Islamic rul­
ers have returned to the medieval prac­
tice of literally locking women inside 
the house and controlling their every 
movement, as oiie example of what has 
come to be known as "gender apart­
heid", an extreme case of the feudal 
form of women's oppression still so 
prevalent around the globe, alongside 
mountains of religious superstition. 
The absolute tyranny and control over 
women by male family members along 
with reactionary practices woven into 
the fabric of the society are still a ma­
jor feature of life for a huge section of 
the world's women. Take just a few ex­
amples: the hated chador, female cir­
cumcision and forced sterilisation, ar­
ranged marriages of children and men's 
"ownership" of children, dowry black­
mail, wife-beating, men's "right" to di­
vorce and to adultery, either of ~hich 
is punishable by banishnfont or death 
for millions of women .... YeUhese con­
ditions of oppression are also giving 
rise to new waves of resistance. 

In addition to these and other feu­
dal or semi-feudal "traditions", women 
in the oppressed countries suffer along­
side women in the "advanced" coun­
tries from more "modern" forms of 
degradation, such as constant sexual 
harassment of different types, plus por­
nography, prostitution, and multiple 
forms of violence, including rape and 
physical abuse. In many instances feu­
dal and modem forms of oppression 
co-exist or intermingle, keeping 
women in an inferior position. (Nor 
should we forget that even some forms 
of the most backward ideological ex­
pressions of subordinating women ex­
ist in the "advanced" countries too -
witness the growth of religious obscu­
rantism in the US, where fundamen­
talist Christians oppose abortion rights 
and demand a return to traditional re­
actionary values in the home and in 
general.) · 

So women's participation in .the 
revolutionary struggle is a vehicl~ for 
striking at the whole underpinning of 
women's oppression - the sociabe­
lations which have developed since'•he 
emergence of classes themselves-hot 
just at the immediate capitalist or land­
lord, or the state repre$enting stich 

class enemies. 

DIFFERENT CLASS 
APPROACHES 

Whether in the West or in the op­
pressed countries, women cannot be 
considered a "marginalised" or inci­
denta~ factor in the class struggle. 
More and more it is clear that they are 

. very much concentrated at the centre 
of the process of exploitation and op­
pression. And the inevitable corollary 
of this is that women are and will in­
creasingly be at the centre of the op­
position to the system of imperialism 
and reaction. · 

Th~ class enemy has understood 
very clearly the revolutionary poten­
tial of women and has taken signifi­
cant steps not only to try to crush it 
but also to try to channel it in such a 
way as to preserve and protect the 
world imperialist system. For exam­
ple, the imperialists, who back the 
most evil and barbaric reactionaries, 
now shed crocodile tears for the plight 
of women. They wage wars to pre­
serve the sheikhs of the Gulf (and theit 
right to restore their harems, like in 
Kuwait after the Gulf War) and aid 
regimes like EI Salvador whose death 
squads brutally raped and murdered 
Catholic nuns in 1980 (recently re­
vealed to have been known to top US 
officials in that country) and the 
Taliban of Afghanistan, while. they 
also direct their legions of NGOs (so­
called non-governmental organisa­
tions) to carry out projects among 
women,including the rural and poor 
women in third world countries. How­
ever laudable the motivation of some 
of the fieldworkers in such proj~cts 
might be, these programmes fit into 
an overall plan of the imperialists 
themselves to harness the discontent 

. of women away from revolutionary 
struggle and into reformist schemes 
and illusions of greater equality for 
them. But the fact that the imperial­
ists have directed so much of the at­
tention of the NGOs towards these 
strata is another indication of the im­
portant task of fighting for the alle-
giance of women. · 

One of the great differences be­
tween the proletarian revolutionary 
approach to the woman question and 
that of even the most radical of bour­
geois democrats is whether to con­
sciously fan this stream ef rebellion or 
whether to constantly seek to restrict 



and narrow the scope of the outpour­
ing of women, to see them as a valu­
able battering ram against the enemies 
but to fear their revolutionary yearnings 
for a completely different society. 

How many times have we heard the 
nationalists and bourgeois-democratic 
revolutionaries claim that raising the 
woman question is "divisive" to the 
struggle? But thisis only true if the goal 
of the "struggle" is itself seen as setting 
up a national structure complete with ex­
ploiters and exploited, male chauvinism, 
patriarchy and a whole host of other re­
actionary practices and thinking. And 
this policy of fear of going "too far'' in­
evitably also puts limits on how thor­
oughly and effectively women will take 
part in even those revolutionary activi­
ties which are "permitted". 

On the contrary, the proletarian 
revolutionaries welcome and nourish 
the rebellion of women. For the prole­
tarian revolutionaries, the contradic­
tions engendered by the active partici­
pation of women (that is, resistance by 
men) are a necessary feature of the 
revolutionary movement. Handling this 
correctly through education, criticism 
and self-criticism, as well as promot­
ing conscious struggle, including the 
rebellion of women, against backward 
ideas and practices within the revolu­
tionary movement can lead to the ad­
vance of the whole movement, both 
men and women. The contradiction 
between men and women will not dis­
ap~ar by wishing it away or trying to 
dissolve it into the general "struggle", 
as the bourgeois forces and male chau­
vinists would have it. Such an approach 
will only mean that the participation 
of women is throttled and that sooner 
or later their resistance will emerge in 
a way that may be less favourable for 
the revolution. 

Communists have been criticised 
by some (eminists and others for hav­
ing an "ulterior motive" for involving 
women in the revolutionary struggle. 
Communist revolutionaries recognise 
the vast potential that exists among 
women, especially among the poor. 
Their fury is indeed a mighty force for 
revolution, to be unleashed as part of 
the unleashing of all of the masses 
against the reactionary system. The "ul­
terior motive" to·which we plead guilty. 
is that communists recognise that thor­
ough-going participation of women in 
the revolutionary movement today is 
one of the very important elements that 
will enable the movement of today, 

where it has already reached the stage 
of people's war, such as in Peru or 
Nepal or where the all-out struggle for 
power is still in preparation, to flower 
into the movement of tomorrow, the 
socialist revolution, which will attack 
step by step all old property relations 
and ideas and institutions based on 
them, including, as an important focus 
of this, the oppression of women. 

SOCIALISM IN CHINA 

In analysing the new democratic 
revolution, a necessary stage through 
which the proletarian revolution must 
pass in the oppressed countries that 
make up the bulk of the population on 
earth, Mao Tse-tung stressed the ex­
istence of "socialist elements". Indeed, 
he insisted that the existence of these 
elements was one of the key features 
that made this revolution new as op­
posed to old democratic, which made 
it part of the world proletarian sodal­
ist revolution. 

China itself illustrates very clearly 
the "two roads'' that are open for 
worn.en. After the completion of the 
new democratic revolution in 1949 the 
proletariat undertook the socialist revo­
lution, waging repeated battles against· 
the remnants of the old society and 
fighting off recurrent efforts by the 
those in the party who wanted to call a 
halt to the revolution and set about 
building a capitalist society. Through­
out those decades of building social­
ism enormous strides were made in 
mobilising women in all aspects of the 
struggle, in fighting the old practices 
and ideas and bringing forth the new. 
In the Cultural Revolution this proc­
ess reached its high point when hun­
dreds of millions of people were in­
volved in a life-and-death battle to 
keep the revolution moving ahead to­
ward communism. It is well known that 
this great movement involved women 
in a way never before seen. This was 
true among all sections of the people 
- revolutionar.y intellectuals making 
up the Red Guard movement, workers 
and peasants. It was reflected in the 
Party itself, including at the highest lev­
els where Comrade Chiang Ching 
played an historic role as one of the 
principal leaders of the revolutionary 
headquarters inside the CCP. And in 
the important arena· of battle against 
old ideas, under her leadership pow­
erful works were 'Create~ setting whole 
new standards in reflecting the 'image 
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and miSsion of the proletariat in the 
sphere of art and culture. One of the 
very prominent features of these 
works was the portrayal of strong 
revolutionary heroines. 

As we know, the Cultural Revob.i­
tion was eventually defeated by the 
reactionary onslaught of Deng Xiao­
ping and the treachery of Hua Kuo­
feng. Chiang Ching herself was sin­
gled out by the coup-makers as the 
principal villain for her tireless strug­
gle for the proletariat and for the pro­
letarian revolutionary line of Mao Tse­
tung and accused of using her power 
for purely personal ambitions. Put on 
trial in 1980, she courageously de­
fended the red flag, admitting only to 
the crime of making revolution and 
transformed the courtroom into a trial 
of her accusers~ Deng and Hua. 

OLD VS. NEW 

And what is the situation for 
women in today's China of restored 
capitalism? Of course, some women, 
like some men, have benefited from 
the pillage of the previous collective 
property of the people or from the 
newly acquired freedom to exploit 
the workers and labouring masses. 
But for the majority of women, re­
stored capitalism has meant re-en­
slavement, not just economically but 
both physically and socially in the 
clutches of male domination, whether 
in the free trade zone of Canton, in 
the villages which have again become 
a place of horror and. destitution for 
the great majority of rural dwellers, 
or in the glittering cities of the new 
capitalist China. Ancient forms of 
women's oppression are reappearing 
like a sore all over the country. Feu­
dal and Confucian ideas about the 
inferiority of women have re­
emerged with a vengeance. Prostitu­
tion, which was eradicated in Mao's 
China, is the inevitable accompani­
ment to a society in which human la­
bour has again become a commodity 
to be bought and sold, where "to get 
rich is glorious" as the Chinese rul­
ers boast so shamelessly. Female in­
fanticide is so widespread that its 
. cruel reality appears even in popula­
tion statistics. China has again be­
come a hellish place for the majority 
of women. 

Thus we can see that for them~ 
of women as for society as a whole, 
the question of "old democracy" ver-
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with it the opp~ion of women, will 

Women Of 
continue or whether the long and diffi­
cult road of creating entirely different 
relations between men and women will 
be embarked upon. From Nepal today, 
just as from Peru and other countries in 
revolutionary struggle, stories abound 
of new fighters and leaders emerging 

Afghanistan 
from . among the most oppres.sed 
women, of those who yesterday were 
the scorned and ridiculed rising to the 
requirements of being revolutionary 
heroines. Such women will never be sat-
isfied with a revolution that goes only 
part way, and they will set powerful ex-
amples to others, testing the revolution-
ary movement and its objectives. 

With an eye to the future as well as 
to the present necessitie$'Of the move­
ment, proletarian revolutionaries 
wholeheartedly strive to fulfil the slo-
gan "Unleash the fury of women as a 
mighty force for revolution!" As in any 
great revolutionary undertaking, the 
proletarian vanguard will learn in the 
process as it obtains rich new experi-

~ ence and overcomes new problems. As 
...__ Mao said in his 1927 "Report on an ! Investigation of the Peasant Movement 
..- in Hunan", it is impossible to correct a 
~ wrong without exceeding "proper lim­
:t its". This is strikingly true of the situa­e tion today when the cause of revolu­
Q tion demands that millions of women 
~ break all the chains, including those of 
O tradition and male supremacy, hamper­
~ ing their revolutionary initiative. 
~ Correct and vigorous implemen-

tation of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
on this question by any communist 
party and organisation is bound to 
bring many women forward as revo­
lutionary leaders and fighters. Guided 
by Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the 
stand and practice of the Revolution­
ary Internationalist Movement and the 
parties and organisations that make it 
up have opened the door wide for such 
development. Yet we cannot be com­
placent, as there is a great deal more 
to be done to fully mo~ilise women 
in the revolutionary ~truggle. Today's 
progress is just a beginning, just the 
first act in the unfolding of a great 
drama that will surely astound the 
sceptics as women are aroused and 
unleashed to destroy that which is 
putrid in this world and start building 
brick by brick the new one. • 

On 8 March 1998, an important 
meeting celebrating March 8~h was , 
held in Quetta, Pakistan. This meeting 
was organised and held by Afgbani­
stani women in exile in Pakistan. Simi­
lar programs were held in Europe fol­
lowing a call issued by Afghanistani 
and Iranian women in exile in Europe. 

The meeting was held under the 
open sky in the late winter sun of 
March 8th. Women of all ages, who 
were called to the celebration that 
same morning by trucks circulating in 
the streets of the city, began pouring 
in from early afternoon. For most of 
these women, this was their first time 
to participate in a mee~ing organised 
and chaired by women alone. Fire in 
the Mountains (from theA World to 
Win music tape We Only Want the 
World!) was playing from the loud­
speakers, and the walls were deco­
rated with banners and slogans. One 
banner condemned the inhuman con­
ditions imposed on women, another 
called for defending the just struggle 
of women. One slogan read "Break­
ing the chains requires uncompromis­
ing struggle". The other emphasised 
that women should establish their 
rights even if by force. Altogether 
about 600 women participated, and 
more continued to arrive even as the 
meeting was coming to an end. 

The meeting opened with a woman 
reciting a poem declaring that without 
the struggle of women, victory cannot 

Celebrate 
March 8th 

be won. 
The chairwoman greeted the par­

ticipants: "Today is March 8th, Inter­
national Women's Day (IWD). This 
day is a symbol of the struggle of 
women against the oppression imposed 
on them by the relations dominating so­
ciety and keeping them in chains. The 
women workers of the US rose up 
against their bosses to protest difficult 
working conditions and low wages .... 
On that day, the active presence of 
women textile workers in the struggle 
for their rights showed how the inter­
est of the bosses and rulers is to op:. 
press and exploit people, especially 
women. The State used its armed 
forces to defend its interests, but 
women were not afraid to face them 
and participated, taldng their lives in 
their hands •... 

"We, women of Afghanistan, 
should also celebrate this day in the 
most militant way as the day of wom­
en's struggle against oppression and 
, against male chauvinist regimes in Af­
ghanistan and around the world." Talk­
ing about how in many countries the 
rulers try to co-opt March 8th, turn it 
into a state carnival and throw water 
Qn the fire of women's struggle, she 
added: "Women are not fooled by false 
ttelebrations by their rulers, and con­
nnue their struggle. But celebrating 
March 8th is illegal in Afghanistan. 
The present male chauvinist rulers of 
our country don't even see it necessary 



to hold a phoney celebration. This 
shows the brutal and completely open 
oppression being carried out. We 
women of Afghanistan who face such 
unabashed and open male chauvinism 
should courageously celebrate this day 
and carry forward our struggles firmly 
and boldly. 

"Let us once again on this day tum 
our fury into a fighting force and con­
tinue our struggle with perseverance 
and firmness against the oppression of 
wonien and all other oppression .... " 

One of the organisers took the po­
dium and on behalf of the organising 
committee called on women to cel­
ebrate International Women's Day ever 
more powerfully. She talked about how 
on the eve of the 21st century women 
in Afghanistan are forced to live in me­
dieval conditions. She added: "This 
situation is not tolerable! We should 
rise up against itl As was said in the 
declaration of the Afghanistani women 
immigrants in Pakistan, the women ~f 
Afghanistan have no solution but to 
boldly struggle against this situation in 
order to gain our rights ..•. 

"At present there are courageous 
women who are rising up against the 
barbaric measures and exclusionist 
laws of the Taliban and other Jahadis 
[Islamic fundamentalists]. Women of 
Afghanistan are even giving their lives 
to keep the public baths open .... 
Women have even gone as far as tak­
ing up arms and have shed the blood 
of their aggressors. Women fighters 
abroad ca.rry out the struggle through 
meetings, demonstrations, publications 
and other forms. All these fearless 
struggles and sacrifices must become 
deeper and broader in order to become 
a true social movement." She explained 
that the oppression of women is not 
limited to societies like Afghanistan 
but exists in different forms in ad­
vanced capitalist countries also, and 
that the women's struggle in Afghani­
stan is part of a broader international 
struggle against the system ruling the 
world. 

A young woman read a paper she 
had prepared about the types of oppres­
sion women suffered: "Women of Af­
ghanistan are deprived of the most el­
ementary rights of a human being be­
cause we are women. At present,.even 
in the cities, we don't have the right to 
step out of our homes to fend for our­
selves, to use the baths, to go to hospi­
tal or school. Being forced to wear the 
veil concentrates the imprisonment of 

women. Not even our eyes are sup­
posed to be visible. This veil is not a 
simple piece of clothing; it impedes our 
ability to see, move or walk long dis­
tances. Those women who have 
learned to work and were active in so­
ciety have been forced by the Taliban 
and other rulers to sit in their homes. 
Many worked outside to support their 
families and many have lost their hus­
bands in the anti-Russian resistance 
war and the present wars and have rio 
choice but to work to support them­
selves and their kids ... but it is forbid­
den to work now~ 

"Both in the cities and in the coun­
tryside, the women of Afghanistan 
carry the burden of all the housework .... 
Housework is never-ending - cook­
ing, washing, cleaning, serving the hus­
band, hosting the guests, raising the 
children .... The society doesn't value 
this work ... only men's work is valued 
and merits wages. 

"Long hours of housework prevent 
women from thinking about other 
things in society. We are not allowed 
to know or learn and think about im­
portant things .... It is always men in the 
family and society that decide for us, 

. whether or not we have· the right t9 
study, work outside the house, think, 
or participate in political, social and 
economic activities •... When they want 
to praise a woman they say she is quiet, 
shy, obedient. ... When she struggles 
against the oppression she and other 
women feel they say she is stepping 
over limits, she is no good, outspoken ... 
Thus they try to silence the volce of 
women's struggle .•.. 

"In marital relationships a man can 
own as many women in official and un­
official marriage as his income allows 
him to. Her feelings as a human being, 

· a partner ~ho can think, are looked 
down on and ignored. When a man 
brings in a second or third wife, all 
~'1ese women are oppressed; it is not 
the fault of any of the women and they 
should understand the dominant male 
chauvinist relations ...• 

"Women in the countryside don't 
have the right to own land. Their work 
is not valued even th~ugh they work 
from dawn to dusk at ·home, on the 
land ... harvesting crops, turning wheat 
into flour, raising animals, doing the 
milking, making yoghurt and other di­
ary products, em~roidery and carpet­
making are all p~ of the work women 
do alone or alongside msn. In areas of 
Nurestan and Jadaran women earry out 
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all agricul1'll'al tasks without any help 
from men. "In the majority of cases 
women are not paid for their labour and 
even if there is a wage for things like 
carpet weaving it is minimal and ... is 
mostly handed over to the men of the 
family. 

"Starting from childhood, girls are 
forced to do heavy work in the villages 
and when they are seven they have to 
do the cooking, baking, sewing, and 
caring for smaller children to prepare 
for getting married. After 12 years of 
age they are barred from going to school 
- if there are any schools - to keep 
them from seeing things and from 
changing and refusing to be obedient ... 

'CWlien there are family and tribal 
disputes and somebody is killed, a girl 
or a woman is given as a 'blood prize' 
[to compensate for the life taken] to 
settle the dispute. In war the victors 
treat women as war spoils, mistreating 
and raping them, and women are 
abused for not complying with medi­
eval laws .... 

'We must fight against all of this 
oppression that is part of the oppressive 
ruling ~em in Afghanistan. But we are 
not alone in this struggle .... Struggle 

· against oppression is carried out by ~ 
women in different countries .... " ~O 

Amidst applause she left the po­
dium to a young teenager who read a i2 
poein about how the suffering cries of O 
women will turn into thunder that will a 
bring down the prison walls of oppres- ~. 
sion. Another speaker said: "Sponta- 5! 
neons and individual struggle can be -.. 
seen in a significant number of cases. ! 
But these individual struggles can't do -.. 
away with oppression in the society ~ 
and if we g~t rid of one oppressor we 
later falt into the hands of another 
one .... 

"1be oppression of women is part 
of the.relations dominating society and 
the rulers defend it. We face these gov­
ernments and the laws they have writ­
ten based on backward relations and tra­
ditions; we face the armed forces that 
preserve these relations. Whenever our 
struggle goes beyond the individual 
level and taigets these oppressive rela­
tions and their guardians ... they come 
down hard on us .•.. The reason is clear, 
these struggles threaten their very ex­
istence .•.. " She gave some examples of 
spontaneous struggle of women and 
added, "Women should join hands and 
strengthen their struggles, they must 
unite their forces and build a movement 
that is ever more organised.... The 
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power of women sends shivers dQwn the 
spines of the oppressive rulers, that's 
why they resort to threats and force .... " 
She finished by saluting the just strug­
gle of women in Afghanistan and 
throughout the world. 

After a solidarity message from a 
girl's school was read, the follo~ing 
speaker introduced herself by saying 
she was illiterate and could only ex­
press herself in simple words. "Our 
mothers were backward and have not 
come to gatherings like ours today, so 
they did things that ruined our futures. 
I want to recount my sad fate so that 
you would hear it. When I was seven 
they gave me into marriage to a 70-
year~ld man and they ruined my life. 
In the last nine or ten years I dido 't feel 
like living, I dido 't know whether I was 
alive or in the cemetery. Sisters, moth­
ers, I beg you not to ruin the future of 
your children. Your daughters are weak 
and helpless. Nobody recognises our 
rights, nobody tells us about our rights. 
When I was seven I was given to a 70-
year-old man. But when I was 17 I 
started to struggle and learned that if I 
don't do anything to get myself out of 
my misery there is nobody to do it for 

~ me •... " The loud applau~ that greeted 
-.. her speech indicated she was not the ! only one in the audience to have suf­
~ fered such a fate. 
~ . Then the next speaker took the po­
::lii' dium. "As an oppressed and suffering 
2 girl of my country I congratulate this 
Q day all the women of the world, espe­
~ cially the suffepng sisters and mothers 
O of my country. I'm proud to be here 
3t presenting my feelings to you .... 
~ "Sisters and mothers, without 

women, human society wouldn't exist. 
Without the participation of women in 
the affairs of society, society would 
move towards destruction and could 
not take the road to happiness. In his­
tory there have been women who have 
struggled for their rights. They have 
proven that women are not second­
class humans and can fight alongside 
men for the happiness of the people and 
even give their lives for this cause. 

"Sisters and mothers, let us think 
about ourselves and the oppression we 
sutter and find a solution. Are we re­
ally weak and helpless and unable to 
free·ourselves from this darkness cov­
ering our lives? No, it is not true .... 

"Sisters and mothers, let us join 
hands and uproot these superstitions. 
We must study, we must participate 
in the affairs of our society, work and 

participate in JSroduction, and we must 
have freedom·of speech and take part 
in the political fate of society. If these 
rights are taken away from us, we will 
not be complete humans and will al­
ways remain miserable and inferior. 
We must struggle for our human rights 
and this of course requir~s effort and 
sacrifice. There is no time to silently 
watch our lives· miserably go by •.. it 
is high time for us to prepare ourselves 
for the struggle for our human rights 
and carry out_the struggle in an organ­
ised fashion." 

Another woman addressed the au­
dience in Urdu (the meeting was held 
in Dari, also called Farsi). She con­
demned the situation of women in 
countries like Afghanistan, Iran and 
Pakistan and went on to say: "Here I 
want to address the very important 
question of the education of women. 
We will not let anybody take the right 
of education away from us." 

The chairwoman gave a brief his­
tory of the roots of women's oppres­
sion. "In Afghanistan, as in any other 
class society, the oppression of 
women is an important part of the 
socio-economic structure of exploita­
tion dominating society. The active 
participation of women in the strug­
gle against imperialism and reaction 
is a fundamental necessity in the vic­
tory of revolution. Because· without 
the active participation of half of the 
people the advance of this struggle is 
inconceivable. But this is not all. 
More importantly these revolutionary 
struggles of women will strike seri­
ous blows against patriarchy, which 
is part of the exploiting system domi­
nating the society and will unleash the 
fury of women as a mighty force for 
revolution." 

A resolution of the meeting that had · 
been drafted by the Committee of Im­
migrant Afghanistani wo·men for the 
Celebration of March 8th - Interna­
tional Women's Day-1998 was then 
read, which stated in part: "'The success­
ful meeting today proves that the strug­
gle of Afghanistani women against op­
pression and for rights as individuals 
and in the family, society and political 
life can and must continue and develop 
deeper and broader. Our gathering to­
day, as our previous gathering, is not an 
isolated event but part of a serif;;S of 
gatherings that are being held by strug­
gling Afghanistani and Iranian women ... 
in different tegions and countries. And 
these too are part of the struggle of 

women around the world on March 
8th." In approval of the general Call is­
sued for March 8th, the resolution of 
the gathering announced: 

"l. March 8th is International 
Women's Day, which is accepted 
widely on an international level. The 
position of the backward-minded and 
medieval forces ruling Afghanistan in 
terms of outlawing the celebration of 
this day is deeply oppressive and ig­
norant and deserves condemnation. 
The women of Afghanistan have as 
their duty to celebrate this day, every 
year alongside struggling women in 
other countries and view this as a strug­
gle against the patriarchal syst~m, and 
against the ignorant and .oppressive rul-
ers of the country. 11 

"2. The struggle against the 
'Taliban' and other women-hating 
forces in Afghanistan is the right of the 
women as human beings and their re­
sponsibility and we will continue this 
struggle despite any threats and intimi­
dation by backward internal and for­
eign forces. Our struggle is just arid will 
continue courageously .... 
. "3. We call on all the revolution­

ary, democratic and national figures 
and forces in Afghanistan and other 
countries to support us in this cause and 
help us in the successful advance of our 
struggle. 

"Long Live the Just Struggle of the 
Women of Afghanistan! 

"Long Live the Righteous Struggle 
of Women around the World I" 

The chair then opened the floor for 
debate. One woman promptly stood up 
to defend the veil. She said women 
should be helping men-in the rear [of 
the war fronts] instead of complaining 
about oppression. This unleashed a 
heated debate over women's oppres­
sion in Afghanistan ~nd the supposed 
"frailty" of women. The meeting ended 
in an electric atmosphere in song. 

We add our voices to the thrill of 
March 8th, 
We fan tile fire of our anger. 
Let us bre8k the chains and unleash 
our fury, 
We are free women, let us make 
revolution. 
We will kill the oppressors and 
reclaim otir rights, 
We will ueroot oppression, we will 
liberate oW-Selves. 
Life is fre~dom, slavery is death. 
Our war is~for liberation; it spells 
doom for the enemy. • 



13 

Worldwlde Fundralslng Campaign Fron, One Comer of the Earth ta the Other 

In our laat le;e;ue we printed a letter from the lnfonnatlon Bureau of the Revolutionary lntematlonalle;t Movement calline 
on "aupportere to help oreanlae the Worldwide Campalen to Rah~e Funda for the RIM. One of the key act¥.tfea that 
needa to be e;tepped up l1y the world'e; Maoiat forcea la t~e dlaaeminatfon of revolutionary literature. Groupe; and 
lndlvlduale; have picked up the eauntlet, why not you'? Send In your contrlbutlone; today to AW1W to aupport the more 
frequent publication of the maeazlne, In more laneuaeea, and to make It available In more placee; around the world that 
want and need It. Make your cheq,uea and.money ordere payable to A World to Mn and aend them to: 
A World to Win, 27 Old Gloucee;~r Street, London WC1N 3XX, UK. 

II Raise Funds for RIMI 

Readers Write ... 
Mass OutcrtJ. ofler Rape in the P unjah 

The following is based on a report sent 
from Chamkada Lal Tara, a revolution­
ary newspaper in the Indian state of 
Punjab which supports the Revolu­
tionarylnternationalist Movement. 

On 29 July 1997 in Barnala, a 
town in the Punjab in India, Maha 
Sahib Kaura was abducted, gang­
raped and killed on her way home 
from college. Those responsible for 
this crime were close to the authori­
ties. The police did little to arrest and 
punish the culprits and instead 
arrested some innocent people. This 
outrageous act and the ensuing police 
cover-up infuriated the masses and · 
created such turmoil that the authori­
ties in the Punjab will not forget 
soon. Right after the news of the 
crime hit the streets an Actioµ 
Committee was formed.of different 
parties and human rights groups, with 
Chamkada Lal Tara and Lok 
Sangram Morcha as its revolutionary 
backbone. Thousands of women and 

men from Bamala and surrounding 
villages participated in the funeral 
held on 12 August. 

As the police coverup continued 
so did the resistance of the masses. 
1\vo days after the funeral a demon­
stration of at least 50,000 was held 
demanding the hanging of the 
culprits, serious action against those 
police officers who had sheltered 
them and a social boycott of their 
families. Rs 2 lakhs [200,000 
Rupees, or $5000} were collected by 
the masses to help the activities. 
Another demonstration was held on 
Sept 8 in which also nearly 50,000 
angry people participated. 40000 
leaflets put out by the Action Com­
mittee disappeared in less than an 
hour as the masses rushed in for 
bundles to distribute themselves. The 
school which Maha Sahib Kaura 
attended adopted her name. The 
families of the culprits were effec­
tively boycotted by the masses. Local 
media regularly reported the devel-

opments of the struggle: the papers 
were filled with articles about the 
situation of women in India. The 
news of the struggle resounded 
throughout India. The authorities, 
exposed for their ties to the rapists, 
had to back down. Finally those 
responsible for the crime were 
arrested, one policeman was sacked 
and the local ruling party has been 
forced to give Rs 10 lakhs ($25000) 
for a liJuary in Maha 's name. 

Crfmes against women are 
common currency in India, esti­
mated to occur eyery 6 minutes; in 
addition every 102 minutes a 
woman becomes a victim of a dowry 
murder. This struggle was a high 
point in resisting such crimes in the 
Punjab, however, and the Action 
Committee is determined to con­
tinue raising awareness on this issue 
linking the struggle against goons 
and rapists to the struggle against 
local tyrants and the state. 

~ ~~ \ . 
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The following letter is from a woman 
reader in Andhra Pradesh, India, re­
porting on conditions for women in 
India. 

Dear AWfW, 

Women hold up half the sky. 
They are half of the revolution. 

The rise of the revolutionary 
women's movement is breaking the 
shackles of women's exploitation in 
the semi-feudal semi-colonial system 

all over the world. The sound of 
women's bonds cracking is gra~ually 
reaching the ears of women in all 
nooks and corners of the earth. The 
fight against patriarchy and its 
manifestations like sexual atrocities, 
racial and gender discrimination, 
caste discrimination, dowry murder, 
eve-teasing, 'etc., has been. on the rise 
in the recent past. It has become an 
integral part of the mainstream 
revolutionary movement, which iG 
fighting against the base of this 

c;:~:l..~<7P P~ 
/. .. j/ ....... / 

f.? ... ~.~ 

economic exploitative system. 
The revolutionary movement 

placed the fundamental issues of 
women's economic and sexual 
exploitation on the revolutionary 
agenda. The exploiting class used 
patriarcliy to treat half the working 
force, i.e. women, as cheap labour. 
They also exploit working women 
for their sexual needs. They try to 
use gender to divide working class 
men and women to rule them. This is 
a uqlversal phenomenon. 
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. Struggle has been going on since 
the early 20th century against every 
form of the exploitation of women. 
After a period of r~om struggle, 
now is the era of the women's 
movements. It is so in Peru. It is so 
in Germany, in the Philippines, in 
Sri Lanka, in Kashmir, Nepal, and 
elsewhere. And so·it is in India. 
While the imperialist countries try 
to lure the masses with mere eco­
nomic and welfare programs using 
funded voluntary organisations, like 

· in any developing country the 
revolutionary movement in India is 
developing in its own way and with 
a clear perspective. It influences the 
masses of women more and more 
and brings them onto the path of 
revolution, and thus of 
liberation.This letter tries to explain 
the process in which the revolution­
ary women's movement in lndi.a 
took a clear shape .... 

Women in the Telengana 
armed struggle 

The Telengana armed struggle in the 
1940s in the state of Andhra Pradesh 

::S was a turning point in the history of 
.._ the revolutionary women's move­! ment in India. Women fought 
""" valiantly in this struggle. Poor 
!: landless agricultural labourers 
~ occupied 10 lakhs [1.lakh = 100,000) e of land in this struggle against the 
Q feudal landlord system. Forty percent 
Qi! of the land was owned by the 
~ landlords and their kin. The people 
::iO were b.urdened with taxes. There 
~ were no education or medical 

facilities. Total literacy was 8.5 
percent, and for women only 1.5 
percent. Women of the poorer castes 
were slaves in the house of the 
landlord. Every girl had to go_ to the 
landlord immediately after attaining 
puberty. But the masses rebelled, and 
women like Ilamma, Narsamma,. 
Chilakamma, and others led the 
masses heroically under the guidance 
of the Communist Party of India. 

.. ~ .. ,.,_" .,-1 
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They orga~ised shelter for activists, 
and other.<tangerous tasks. They 
worked 35· members of the armed 
squads in the forest areas. The 
village committees formed during 
this movement made demands, like 
the right for women to own property 
equally with their brothers, a ban on 
marriages for women under 18, 
special facilities for women's 
education, leave for pregnancy, an 
end to restrictions on women's 
~mployment, equal wages, and 
others. Women laid down their lives 
in this struggle. 

More struggles after the 
"transfer or power'' 

15 August 1947, celebrated as the 
date of Indian independence, was 
merely a transfer of power from the 
British to the Indian comprador ruling 
class. Still today there is no real 
independence. Economic exploita­
tion and cultural degeneration 
increased. Patriarchy was firmly 
upheld by the rulers. Due to eco­
nomic crisis in India, women ha~ to 
bear new burdens. They had to give 
birth to more and more children to . 
increase the avail-able labour power, 
while, on the other side, infant 
mortality rates increased. 
The semi-colonial system needed 
human labour. So it also encouraged 
women to get into education. But 
they were confined to the jobs of 
nurses and teachers, merely a 
continuation of the role of women in 
the feudal patriarchal system. Even 
today the majority of people in India 
are in villages. With feudalism intact, 
exploitation gave rise to further 
rebellion. 

Naxalbari: Spring Thunder 

The Naxalbari armed revolt in 
1967. in the Darjeeling district of 
West Bengal came like spring 
thunder to the Indian revolution. The 
tribals fought against the plunder of 
the land-owning Jotedars. Peasants 
surrounded a plot of land in the 
Naxalbari region, marked the 
boundaries with red flags, and began 
harvesting the crop. A peasant 
conference called for ending mo­
nopoly ownership of land by the 
landlords and re-distributing it 
through peasant committees, as well 
as organising and arming peasants to 

resist the landlords and reactionaries. 
This was a new understanding 

that gave Naxalbari a historical 
place in the Indian revolution ... 
During two months, 60 incidents of 
land occupation and crop harvest­
ing took place. Land owning and 
money lending records of the 
landlords were burned. Up to 
20,000 peasants enrolled as full­
time activists in the Kisan Sabha. 
Police coming to arrest ·the activists 
met with stiff resistance from the 
villagers. Later paramilitary forces 
were deployed and the· revolt was 
·suppressed. But for a short while, 
the open violent revolt shocked the 
ruling class. A deqJer study of the 
participation of women remains to 
be made, but they were highly 
active in this revolt.... · 

Women in the 
working-eta~ movement 

Industrialisation in India was arid is 
only in the economic interests of the 
imP-~rialist countries. Now multina­
tional companies are even openly 

.investing in India. Nonetheless, 
although industrialisation has created 
a section of women workers, they 
only represent 7.5 percent of India's 
working women. Most of them are in 
tl~e unorganised sector .... 
In the last period, the random 
struggles of women have gradually 
moulded into the path of liberation, 
with a clear perspective. "Land to the 
tiller" has become the slogan of the 
hour. Another slogan of the struggle 
is the right to the forest of the 
tribals .... 

In the forest area of 
Dandakaranya, which is full of 
natural resources, women in the 
unorganised sector who are up 
against the capitalist and feudalist . 
system, began to organise. This 
started with the fight for higher 
wages for Tendu leaf plucking. 
Revoh.-tionary armed squads are now 
in the area, and peasant organisations 
have been f<>rmed, as well as a tribal 
women's organisation, with member­
ship now in the thousands. It is 
taking:up all sorts of women's issues. 
The sttuggles have involved many 
back and forth battles with the 
police.'.rvtost of the Tendu leaf 
workers are women. Now religious 
practic~ that stand in the way of 
women's work in production and 



In the lndlan state of Blhar, women of the lower castes are b~lng 
organised by what the media call the "Naxalltes" for self-defence 
against the rape and degradation they endure from upper-caste men. 

their individual development are· 
coming to be questioned. For 
example, women have had no choice 
in selecting their life partner. If a 
man grabs a woman and takes her to 
his house, she is forced to become 
his wife. Bigamy is a normal feature. 
Women are not allowed to wear 
jackets after marriage. These prac­
tices have now begun to change, as 
women are organised into revolution­
ary struggle against the Indian rulers 
and the imperialists. 

In Andhra Pradesh, in North 
Telengana, the forest movement has 
developed, and women are partici­
pating in the struggle for wages, for 
the decrease in the rate of liquor, and 
for the right to land. In the massive 
upsurge in recent years, around 1,000 
activists have been killed in encoun­
ters with the police. Due to this 
heavy repression, women's organisa­
tions are being organised secretly. 

The following are objectives of 

the women's struggle: women must 
be emancipated from household 
work. They must become part of 
social production. Their labour 
must be recognised. Marriages 
must be by free choice. A new 
family based on love, respect, 
freedom and equality must be 
formed. Women must be educated 
and brought into political leader­
ship. Women must be given the 
right to instruments of production. 
They must have equal right to hold 
property. Household work, kitchen 
work, and child care must be 
socialised. Overall, women must be 
part of the new democratic revolu­
tion. Communism alone will give 
total liberation to women. 

Women resist the new 
economic policies 

After the General Agreement for 
Trade and Tariffs (GAIT) and the 
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introduction of "liberalisation 
policies" by the government of India, 
women began to be marginalised. 
Privatisation and cuts in subsidies to 
health and education'affected women 
directly. They were the first to lose 
the right to study and to employment. 
Women workers were re-trenched 
from public sector companies, which 
were declared to be sick. The sharp 
resistance to the Miss World Beauty 
contest in November 1996 in 
Bangalore, the centre of the multina­
tionals in India, is a symbol of the 
consciousness of women. The fact 
that an Indian contestant was chosen 
Miss World in 1997 shows that the 
imperialist plunder of India will 
increase. They want Indian models to 
sell their goods. Women are resisting, 
exposing the interests behind the 
encouragement of fashion modelling, 
beauty contests and parlours, etc. 
They are also determined to expose 
the funded organisations that act as 
imperialist agents and mislead the 
masses. 

Another major hurdle lo the 
organising of women is Hindu 
culture. 

The Hindu dharmasastras have 
been very successful in injecting 
feudalism into the brains of the 
exploited. By means of caste, 
gender and the dalits, women are 
held at the.mercy of the rich . 
Women's organisations are gradu­
ally educating women about the 
negative attitude of religion 

- toward the development of 
women. They also feel that the 
Muslim and Christian women must 
be brought out of their confined 
lives. As a minority in a Hindu 
state, Muslim women are more 
deprived of their rights and are 
suppressed. Christianity has 
become an instrument of imperial­
ist propaganda. The issues of the 
dalit women, who are exploited by 
both caste and gender, are also 
been taken up. 

Women as maid servants to the 
middle apd upper classes, those who 
have migrated to different countries, 
women who are victims of sexual 
atrocities, and others, are being 
identified as new victims in the era of 
the "New Economic Policies", i.e., 
the era of imperialism. All these 
sections of women must be brought 
together and put on the path of 
revolution. • 
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Siege of Leningrad, 1942. women's detachement before the Winter Palace just before the German Invasion. 

Historical Reprint 

The following excerpts were ta1<en from 
Clara Zetkin's "My Recollections of 
Lenin, an Interview on the Woman 
Question" which she held with Lenin in 
Moscow in the autumn of 1920. Re­
printed f ram The Emancipation ~f 
Women, From the Writings of Lenm, 
International Publishers. 

" It is therefore perfectly right for us 
· to put forward demands for the benefit 

of women. This is not a minimum pro­
gramme, nor a programme of reform in 
the Social-Democratic sense, in the 
sense of the Second International. It 
does not go to show that we believe the 
bourgeoisie and its state will last for­
ever, or even for a long time. Nor is it 
an attempt to pacify the masses of 
women with reforms and to divert them 
from the path of revolutionary struggle. 
It is nothing of the sort, and not any sort 
of reformist humbug either. Our de­
mands are no more than practical con­
clusions, drawn by us from the crying 

,,., 

Lenin on the 
needs and disgraceful humiliations that 
weak and underprivileged women must 
bear under the bourgeois system. We 
demonstrate thereby that we are aware 
of these needs and of the oppression of 
women, that we are conscious of the 
privileged position of the men, and that 
we hate - yes, hate - and want to re­
move whatever oppresses and harasses 
the working woman, the wife of the 
worker, the peasant woman, the wife of 
the little man, and even in many respects 
the woman of the propertied classes. 
The rights and social measures we de­
mand of bourgeois society for women 
are proof that we understand the posi­
tion and interests of women and that we 
will take note of them under the prole­
tarian dictatorship. Naturally, not as 
soporific and patronising reformists. 
No, by no means. But as revolutionar­
ies who call upon the women to take a 
hand as equals in the reconstruction of 
the economy and of the ideological su­
perstructure." 

I assured Lenin that I was of the 
same opinion, but that it would no 
doubt be opposed. Uncertain and timid 
minds would reject it as suspicious 
opportunism. Nor could it be denied 
that our present demands for women 
might be incorrectly understood and 
interpreted. 

"What of it?" Lenin exclaimed, 
somewhat annoyed. ''This risk exists in 
everything we say or do. If we are go­
ing to let fear of this stop us from doing 
the advisable and necessary, we might 
as well turn into Indian stylites. We 
mustn't budge, we mustn't budge on any 
account, or we shall tumble from the 
lofty pillar of our principles! In our case 
it is not only a matter of what we de­
mand, but also of how we demand. I 
believe I have made that sufficiently 
clear. It stands to reason that in our 
propaganda we must not make a fetish 
out of our demands for women. No, we 
must fight now for these and now for 
other demands, depending on the exist-
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Woman conducting songs of resistance In Yenan, a base area In the 
1930s for the People's War In China. 

Woman Question 
ing conditions,. and naturally always in 
association with the general interests of 
the proletariat." 

"Every tussle of this kind sets us at 
loggerheads with the respectable bour­
geois clique and its no less respectable 
reformist lackeys. This compels the 
latter either to fight under our leader­
ship - which they do not want - or to 
drop their disguise. Thus, the struggle 
fences us off from them and shows our 
communist face. It wins us the confi­
dence of the masses of women, who 
feel themselves exploited, enslaved 
and crushed by the domination of the 
man, by the power of their employers 
and by bourgeois society as a whole. 
Betrayed and abandoned by all, work­
ing women come to realise that they 
must fight together with us. Must I 
avow, or make you avow, that the strug­
gle for women's rights must also be 
linked with our principal aim - the con­
quest of power and the establishment 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat? 

At present, this is, and will continue to 
be, our alpha and omega. That is clear, 
absolutely clear. But the broad masses 
of working women will not feel 
irresistably drawn to the struggle for 
state power if we harp on this one de­
mand, even though we may blare it 
forth on the trumpets of JerichO. No, a 
thousand times no! We must combine 
our appeal politically in the minds of 
the female masses with the sufferings, 
the needs and the wishes of the work­
ing women. They should all know what 
the proletarian dictatorship will mean 
to them - complete equality of rights 
with men, both legal and in practice, 
in the family, the state and in society, 
and that it also spells the annihilation 
of the power of the bourgeoisie." 

"Soviet Russia proves this," I ex­
claimed. "This will be our ~reat 
example!" . 

Lenin went om 
"Soviet Russia casts-a new light ~>n 

our demands for women. Under the 

dictatorship of the proletariat they are 
no longer an object of struggle between 
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. 
Once they are carried out, they serve 
as brick& for the building of commu­
nist society. This shows the women on 
the other side of the border the deci­
sive importance of the conquest 6f 
power by the proletariat. The differ­
ence between their status here and there 
must be demonstrated in bold relief in 
order to win the support of the masses 
of women in the revolutionary class 
struggle of the proletariat. Mobilisation 
of the female masses, carried out with 
a clear understanding of principles and 
on a firm organisational basis, is a vi­
tal question for the communist parties 
and their victories. But let us not de­
ceive ourselves. Our national sections 
still lack the proper understanding of 
this question. They adopt a passive, 
wait-and-see attitude when it comes to 
creating a mass movement of working 
women under communist leadership. 
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They do not realise that developing and concealed form: ... I know the life of 
leading such a mass movement is mi the workers, ans:f not only from books. 
important part of all Party actiVity, as· Our communist work among the 
much as half of all the P"'arty work. masses of women, and otir political 
Their occasional recognition of the work in general, involves considerable 
need ari<I value of a purposeful, strong education amoµg the men. We must 
and numerous communist women's root out the old slave-owner's point of 
movement is but platonic lip-service view, both in the Party and among the 
rather than a steady concern and task masses. 1'tat is one of our political 
of the Party." tasks, a task just as urgently necessary 

· "They regard agitation and propa- as the formation of a staff composed· 
ganda among women and the task of of comrades, men and women, with 
rousing and revolutionising them as of thorough theoretical and practical 
secondary importance, as the job of just trainiitg for Party work among work­
the women communists. None but the ing women." 
latter are rebuked because the matter To my question about present-day 
does not move ahead more quickly and conditionsinSoviet~Leninreplied: 
strongly. This is wrong, fundamentally "The government of the proletar­
wrongl It is outright separatism. It is ian dictatorship-jointly with the C.om­
equality of women a rebours, as the · monist Party and the trade unions of 
French say, i.e., equality reversed. . course - makes every effort to over­
What is at the bottom of the incorrect come the backward views of men and 
attitude of our national sections? (I aqi women and thus uproot the old, non­
not speaking of Soviet Russia.) In the communist psychology. It goes with­
final analysis, it is an underestimation out saying that men and women are 
of women and of their accomplish- absolutely equal before the l~w. A sin­
ments. That's just what it isl Unfortu- cere desire to give effect to this equal­
nately, we may still say of many of our ity is evident in all spheres. We are 
c.omrades, 'Scratch the communist and enlisting women to work in the 
a philistine appears.' To be sure, you economy, the administration, legisla-

~ have to scratch the -sensitive spots - don and government. All courses and 
"--- such as their mentality regarding educational institutions are open to I women. C.ould there be any more pal- them, so that they can improve their 
.- pable proof than the common sight of profes&onal and social training. We are 
I a man calmly watching a woman wear organising community kitchens and 
=t herself out with trivial, 11;1onotonous, public dining-rooms, laundries and re­e strength- and time-con~umfug work, pair shops, creches, kindergartens, 
q such as her housework, and watching children's homes and educational in­
i! her spirit shrinking, her mind growing stitutions of every kind. In brief, we 
~ dull, her heartbeat. growing faint, and &Je quite in earnest about carrying out 
;:Iii her will growing slack?· It goes with- the requirements of our programme to 
~ out saying that I am not referring to shift the functions of housekeeping and 

the bourgeois ladies who dump all education from the individual house­
housework and the care for their chil- hold to society. Woman is thus being 
dren on the hired help. What I say ap- relieved from her old domestic slav­
plies to the vast majority of women, ery and all dependence on her husband. 
including the wives of workers, even She is enabled to give her capabilities 
if these spend the day at the factory and and inclinations full play in society. 
eam money." Children are offered better opportuni-

"Very few husbands, not even the ties for their development than at 
proletarians, think of ltow much they home. We have the most progressive 
could lighten the burdens and worries female labour legislation in the world, 
of their wives, or relieve them entirely, and it is enforced by authorised repre­
if they lent a hand in this 'women's sentatives of organised labour. We are 
work'. But no, that would go against establishing maternity homes, mother­
·the ' privilege and dignity of the bus- and-child homes, mothe~' health cen­
band'. He demands that he have .rest tres, courses for infant and child care, 
and c0mfort. The domestic life of the and the like. We are making every ef­
woman is a daily sacrifice of self to a .fort to provide for needy and unem­
thousand insignificant trifles. The an- ployed women." 
dent rights of her husband, her lord and "We know perfectly well that all 
master, swvive Ullll()ticed. Objectively, this is still too littl~, oonsidering the 
his· slave takes her revenge• Also in n~ of the working women, and that 

it is still far from sufficient for their 
real emancipation. Yet it is an immense 
stride forward from what there was in 
tsarist and capitalist Russia. Moreover, 
it is a lot as compared with the state of 
affairs where capitalism still holds un­
divided sway. It is a good start in the 
right direction, and we shall continue 
to develop it consistently, and with all 
available energy, too. You abroad may 
rest ass~d. Because with each day 
that passes it becomes clearer that we 
cannot make progress without the mil­
lions of women. Think what this means 
in a country where the peasants com­
prise a solid 80% of the population .. 
Small peasant farming impli~ indi­
vidual housekeeping and the bondage 
of women. You will be'far better off 
than we are in this respect, provided 
your proletarians at last grasp that the 
time is historically right for seizure of 
power, for revolution. In the meantime, 
we are not giving ·way to despair, de­
spite the great difficulties. Our forces 
grow as the latter increase. Practical 
necesmty will also impel us to find new 
ways of. emancipating the masses of 
women. ln combination with the So­
viet state, comradely solidarity will 
acco~inplish wonders. To be sure, I 
mean comradely solidarity in the com­
munist, not in the bourgeois, sense, in 
which it is preached by the reformists, 
whose revolutionary enthusiasm has 
evaporated like the smell of cheap vin­
egar. Personal initiative, which grows 
into, and fuses with collective activity, 
should accompany c.omradely solidar­
ity. Under the proletarian dictatorship 
the emancipation of women through 
the realisation of communism will pro­
ceed also in the countryside. In this 
respect I expect much from the elec­
trification of our industry and agricul­
ture. That is a grand scheme! The dif­
ficulties in its way are great, mon­
strously great. Powerful forces latent 
in the masses will have to be released 
and trained to overcome them. Millions 
of women µ,iust take part in this." 

Someone had knocked twice in the 
last ten r.nirtutes, but Lenin had contin­
ued to s~. Now he opened the door 
and shouted: 

'1'm coming I" 
.... Lenj,i. helped me on with my 

coat. ·1 
"You shpuld dress more wannly," 

h~ suggested solicitously. "Moscow is 
not Stilttgait You need someone to look 
after you. ~n't catch cold. Good-bye." 

He shook my hand firmly. • 
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Historical Reprints 

Women Hold Up Half the Sky 
The following documents from 1948 and from 1973 are from the struggle in revolutionary China over the oppression 
and role of women. The People's Daily editorial of 8 March 1973 in particular was a key article in the struggle within the 
Communist Party of China over whether the liberation of women was a settled question in socialist China. A conserva­
tive trend of intellectuals had been publishing articles to this effect, with the support of the rightist current in the Party; 
the left considered this part of attempts to deny class struggle and restore capitalism. In mid-1972 calls to pay more 
attention to the woman question began to appear in the press. The 8 March 1973 editorial was an important weapon in 
the revolutionary counter-offensive, and helped revive the women's movement.* 

Working Women Are a Great Revolutionary Force (1973) 

LEFT: Women 
welders In China. 

BELOW: Women on 
production 
brigades In the 
countryside. 

Today is March 8, International Work­
ing Women's Day. It is the glorious fes­
tival of working women the world over 
in unity for struggle. We convey our 
high respects to the revolutionary 
women of all countries and warm greet-
ings to the working women of all na- ):i. 
tionalities in our country! ~ 

Women are a great force on all 0 
fronts of China's socialist revolution '2 
and construction. During the Great Pro- O 
letarian Cultural Revolution, the 0 
masses of women in urban and rural ~ 
areas, including those who seldom par- ~ 
ticipated in political activities, have ~ 
taken an active part in the fierce strug- ~ 
gle between the two lines, denouncing -

~ the revisionist line. Never before have -
women been mobilisep on such a scale 
and to such an extent as in this move­
ment. Their consciousness of class 
struggle and the struggle between the 
two lines has been rising steadily. Large 
numbers of activists have come to the 
fore and many outstanding women of 
worker and peasant origin have become 
members of leading bodies from na­
tional to local levels. 

In the mass movements ' In indus­
try learn from Taching' and 'in agri­
culture learn from Tachai', women 
have played a role worthy of 'the other 

* The documents are reprinted from 
Woman Work: Women and the Party in 
Revolutionary China , by Delia Davin 
(London: Cox & Wyman ltd, 1974). See 
also Women's Liberation in China, by 
Claudie Broyelle. 
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3:: Kurdish woman demonstrating on March 8th, International 
~ Women's Day. 

half'. The overwhelming majority of 
urban women have left the confines 
of their homes to take part in commu­
nal work and productive labour, and 
work in 'May 7' productive organisa­
tions. The number of women workers 
and staff members has increased con­
siderably. In many rural areas, women 
are the main labour force. Many or­
ganisations on the industrial and ag­
ricultural fronts such as 'March 8 work 
teams', 'March 8 railway groups', 
' iron-willed, girl detachments' and 
'red women companies' have become 
a shock force in production. Women 
in commercial, financial, cultural, 
educational, health and other fields, 
including large numbers of 'barefoot 
doctors', have achieved new suc­
cesses in serving the people. The mili-

tant militia women have contributed 
to the defence of our socialist moth­
erland. The storms of the Great Pro­
letarian Cultural Revolution have tem­
pered the working women of all na­
tionalities, bringing new progress to 
the women's movement in China and 
tremendous changes in women's out­
look. Women's emancipation is a 
component part of the cause of lib­
eration of the proletariat. The success 
of the socialist revolution and con­
struction would have been impossible 
without the active participation of 
women, who account for half the 
population. Likewise, women's eman­
cipation would be out of the question 
without the victory of the proletarian 
revolution. The fundamental tasks for 
the women's movement are to grasp 

Vietnam: Training to fight.US 
.lmperlallsm. 

class struggle and the struggle be­
tween the two lines, use Marxism­
Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Thought to 
educate the masses of women, elimi­
nate the remaining influence of the 
revisionist line of Liu Shao-chi and 
other political swindlers on women's 
work, and mobilise women to take an 
active part in the struggle between the 
two classes, the two roads, and the two 
lines. It is wrong to look at and han­
dle women's work without taking into 
consideration class struggle and the 
struggle between the two lines, for that 
will make it impossible to lead the 
women's movement on to a correct 
path. At present, criticism of revision­
ism and rectification of the style of 
work is the task of prime importance 
to the whole Party and country. Do-



ing a good job of it is the key to do­
ing the work well in every department 
or place. In women's work too, it 
should be given priority. The masses 
of women should be mobilised to 
read and study seriously so that they 
can grasp and thoroughly criticise the 
essence of the revisionist line pushed 
by Liu Shao-chi and other political 
swindlers, raise their ability to dis­
tinguish between genuine and sham 
Marxism, and enhance their con­
sciousness of implementing Chair­
man Mao's proletarian revolutionary 
line. 

While carrying out criticism of 
revisionism and the rectification of the 
style of work, it is necessary to give 
the women a better understanding of 
the political situation and use the do-
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Zimbabwe: A demonstration against male chauvinist cultural traditions. 

mestic and international political situ­
ation and the new successes achieved 
by women in various fields to inspire 
their political and labour enthusiasm. 
The Chinese revolutionary women 
should .concern themselves not only 
with the revolution and construction at 
home but also with the revolutionary 
struggles of the people and women of 
all countries, keep the interests of both 
the motherland and the world at heart, 
display proletarian internationalism 
and strive to contribute to the complete 
·emancipation of all mankind. 

The victory of China's democratic 
and socialist ~evolutions has opened up 
a broad road for women's emancipa­
tion. Women and men hold equal po­
sitions in the political, economic and 
cultural fields and in faniily life. But 

China was under feudal rule for 2,000 
years and the exploiting classes left 
behind deep-rooted ideas discriminat­
ing against women and looking upon 
them as slaves and appendages. Today, 
classes and class struggle still exist in 
our society and it is still impossible to 
eliminate completely the remnants of 
the old ideas of looking down upon 
women. Neglecting to train more 
women cadres, giving men and women 
.unequal pay for equal work in rural ar­
eas, showing unwillingness to accept 
women as workers in some factories, 
and the remaining feudal influences in 
marriage - all these are a reflection of 
such old ideas. It is necessary to wage 
a protracted struggle against them so 
as to overcome the idea of looking 
upon women as inferior. With regard 
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to remuneration for labour, men and . planned parenthood should be pro-
women must p~ given equal pay for •. moted, and men and women encour-. 
equal work. No factory should dis- · ·aged to share the household work. It is 
criminate against women when re- important, as Lenin taught us 'to get 
cruiting new workers. We must do women to take part in socially produc­
away with old customs and habits in tive labour, to liberate them from "do­
marriage and establish new socialist mestic slavery", to free them from their 
standards. · stupefying and humiliating subjuga-

Large numbers of women cadres tion to the eternal drudgery of the 
have come to the fore. This is an im- kitchen and the nursery.' 
portant indication of the emancipation Party committees at all levels 
of China's women and a demonstra- should pay great attention to women's 
tion of the superiority of the socialist - work and strengthen their leadership 
system. A number of women cadres over it politically and ideologically. 
have tempered themselves and ma- Some of their members should be as­
tured in protracted revolutionary strug- signed to take charge of the work. 
gle; th~y are a valuable asset to the Women's organisations at all levels 
revolution. But the number is far from should be consolidated and their work 
nieetin~ the needs of the developing improved so that they can act as capa­
revolutionary situation. More women ble assistants to Party Committees in 
~dres should be trained so as to give carrying out women's work and as mili­
still better leadership to the masses of tant organisations in mobilising the 
~omen in their advance. Leading bod- masses of women. It is necessary to 
1es at all levels should have a certain assign a certain number of cadres to 
percentageofwomenmembers,andlet take charge of work concerning 
them temper themselves in the great women, educate them to foster the idea 
sto!1118 of struggle, use them boldly, of doing it well for the revolution, and 
tram them warm-heartedly, and de- overcome the erroneous idea of· dis­
velop their talent so that they will ma- daining such work. In planning the 'cen­
ture faster. tral work, it is necessary to .take into 

~ In order to enable women better to account women's .specific characteris­i ~e part in political activities, produc- tics, make proper arrangements and im­
o- tion, work, and study, it is necessary plement the policy of mobilising both 
.- to· help them approach such questions men and women. 
~ .as love, marriage, family, and the edu- Chairman Mao has said: '1i.mes have 
~ cation of children from the proletarian changed, and today men and women e point of view and resist the influence are equal. Whatever men comrades 
Q of bourgeois and feudal ideas on these can accomplish, women comrades can 
Qi! questions. Attention should be paid to too. ' Chairman Mao has always given 
~ women's specific characteristics and great encouragement to women. The 
~ to showing concern for and solving women of our country must live up to 
~ their special difficulties. Every possi- our great leader's earnest expectations. 

ble effort should be made to run nurs- They should aim high, study hard; and 
eries, kindergartens, and nursing rooms strive to make new and still greater 
well and do a good job in maternity contributions to socialist revolution and 
and child care. Late marriage and socialist construction! 8 March 1973 

Worlawlae Fundratetn~ Campat~n From One Corner of the Earth to the .Other 

Aa one facet of the campaign, RIM ia calllng on people from alJ 
walka of life In all countrlea to give one-half a day'a wagea to 
thia fundraialng effort. While thla doea not equalize the great 
imbalancea amone countriee, It eoea in that direction an4: 

repreeente a eacriflce for everyone, no matter on which aide ~ 
lmperialiam'e tentaclea they were born. 11 

•I 

Raise Funds for RIM/ 

Decisions of the 

on Woman-work at 

After keeping up the fight against 
the Japanese for eight years the Chi­
nese people finally defeated Japanese 
imperialism~ Now they have been 
fighting the People's Liberation War 
for two and a half years and have won 
unprecedentedly great victories. The 
reactionary Kuomintang regime can 
basically be defeated in about another 
year. T9,ese victories were gained by 
relying on the Party's correct leader­
ship, the fighting skill of the People's 
Liberation Army, and the bitter strug­
gles of the ordinary peop,le. Women, 
who form half the population, have 
played a big role and have become 
an indispensable force for defeating 
the enemy and building a new China. 
Woman-work has been especially suc­
cessful since February 1943, when the 
Central Committee issued 'Decisions 
of the Central Committee of the Chi­
nese Communist Party on the present 
orientation of woman-work in all the 
anti-Japanese base areas'. This gave 
a clear direction to woman-work in 
the liberated areas, and where it was 
put into practice there were noticeable 
changes in· the work. Ordinary villag~ 
women of the liberated areas were fur­
ther mobilised and organised to work 
in handicrafts, supplementary enter­
prises, and agriculture, and to contrib­
ute to the war effort with all their 
strength. In land reform all the liber­
ated areas mobilised even more 
women to take an active .part in the 
sharing out of land and the struggle 
to eliminate feudalism. In the districts 
where land reform is already complete 
there has been a fundamental change 
in class relations in the villages, land 
has been distributed to both men and 
women, young and old, and quite a few 
women have become district or village 
representatives, and have even been 
elected village heads, deputy heads, or 
cadres above the village level. Women 
have become much more aware an4 
enthusiastic, and consequently there 
has been a fundamental change in their 
political and economic position and in 
their position in the family and in so­
ciety, opening the way to complete 
liberation. 



Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party 

Present in the Countryside o.f the Liberated Areas ( 1948) 

... The whole party, all cadres en­
gaged in woman-work, and women 
activists must und~rstand that under 
the New Democratic Government, all 
the laws of the old society which con­
strained or mistreated women and 
forced them into a humiliating posi­
tion of obedience have ceased to ex­
ist. The new laws guaranteeing abso-
1 u te equality of the sexes in the 
economy, in politics, and in society 
have been formulated or basically for­
mulated in the first period of New 
Democratic power. The question is 
whether these laws can truly be real­
ised. The attitude of valuing men and 
despising women handed down from 
the old society, all kinds of constrain­
ing feudal customs, especially the eco­
nomic dependence of women on men 
and the handicaps of not excelling at 
all sorts of labour, and even despis­
ing it, have obstructed the rapid reali­
sation by women of the rights already 
granted to them in law. So if women's 
rights are to be properly realised, the 
work must be done. 

... As the land reform is completed, 
all problC?ms connected with women 
should be solved in accordance with 
the correct policies of the local gov­
ernment and th~.,directives for dealing 
with problems left over from land re­
form, so as to confirm and increase 
women's enthusiasm for production. 
There must be government orders to 
guarantee women's rights to land. 
When the family is taken as a unit for 
issuing land deeds, a note must be 
made on the deeds that the men and 
the women have equal rights to land. 
Every member of the family has demo­
cratic rights in the disposal of posses­
sions. When necessary, land deeds for 
women can be issued separately. At the 
same time there should be a consider­
able period of publicity and education 
for all peasants so that both men and 
women fully understand the impor­
tance of protecting women's rights to 
land. 

.~.Step by step we must purpose­
fully eliminate the feudal thought; con­
~b"aints, and customs which prevent 
women's participation in political, cul-

tural and economic activities (of which 
the most important is production). It 
should not be thought that once women 
take part in production all the remnants 
of feudalism in society which still con­
strain them will just naturally disappear 
and there will be no need to do any 
more work. This way of just letting 
things drift ignores the special inter­
ests of women and is erroneous. In the 
course of production, at all mass meet­
ings and in the mass organisations, all 
peasants should be given constant ideo­
logical education on the equality of the 
sexes; feudal thought, constraints, and 
customs must be criticised, and it 
should be pointed out that all the feu­
dal customs constraining women must 
be eliminated. The small number of 
backward elements who want to pre­
serve old feudal customs and who con­
stantly oppress women must be suit­
ably struggled against where n~. 
But it must be understood that this sort 
of struggle is an ideological struggle 
amongst the peasants and should be 
radically different from the class strug­
gle against feudal landlords ... 

..• In accordance with what is nec­
essary to the development of the 
present revolutionary situation, a large 
group of party and non-part}!.. women 
cadres must be boldly educated and 
fully utilised and pushed forward to 
take up posts of every sort and· rein­
force the cadres in women's -organisa­
tions at every level. The same work 
should be allocated and the same train­
ing and educational opportunities given 
to men and women cadres of equal 
ability without discrimination. Moreo­
ver, taking into account the special 
position of women cadres, greater at­
tention should be given to raising their 
political, theoretical, and cultural lev­
els and their ability at wo*. In order 
to assist with their special difficulties, 
creches and nurseries should be set up 
and mutual-aid groups of women cad­
res should be organised to care for chil-

. dren. This will not only lighten the 
burden of the women cadres, it will also 
be a start in the nursery care of chil­
dren by society. th~ education of the 
new, labouring women cadres in the 
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villages, especially those who have al­
ready held posts before, should be im­
proved. They should be given patient 
training and steady encouragement 
with special attention to increasing the 
number of Party members. In the new 
liberated areas, pay special attention 
to training local women cadres. All lev-
els of Party schools and training classes 
set up by the government should take 
in women cadres as students accord-
ing to a plan. Party organisations and 
propaganda departments at all levels 
should include the teaching and train-
ing of women cadres in their work. And 
the women cadres themselves under the 
leadership and guidance of the Party 
pught to work with purpose and enthu­
siasm, plunging really deeply into their 
work and becoming more unified and 
more efficient. They should study 
theory, politics, and general knowl­
edge, and knowledge and skills con- )ii. 

nected with production industriously, ~ 
and should initiate criticism and self- O 
criticism, overcome their handicaps as ;!! 
women, resolutely seek to progress and O 
strengthen their ideal of serving the a 
people. This ~s the basic condition for ~ 
turning oneself into a cadre valuable S? 
to the Party. _.. 

•.. The Party ought further to cor- ! 
rect the feudal ideology which values ;:; 
men and despises women that still sur- oClil. 

vives both inside and outside the Party, 
and t6' oorrect the negative idea of cut-
ting woman-work off from all other 
work, and the mist~en tenden~y_to do 
woman-work in an isolated, detached 
way. At all levels Party organisations 
should intensify their study of Marx­
ism-Leninism and the thought of Mao 
Tue-tung and put it into practice more 
in the way they do woman-work. They 
should cultivate a complete mass out­
look and get a correct grasp of the 
policy on the women's movement and 
should overcome lawlessness and an­
archy in woman-work. Tbpse who do · 
woman-work should seek truth from 
reality more often, go right down 
amongst the masses, plunge into tough 
work, serve ordinary women with all 
their hearts and wills and lead the wom-
en's movement forward. • 
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Cutting through 
the Darkness 

in Afghanistan 
ByM.N.Cham 
In a major military thrust in August 1998 

* 
seems impossible. But like any phe-

the Taliban succeeded in forcing the nomenon, Afghanistan is a unity of 
Northern Alliance out of large sections opposites, and where there is oppres- I 
of the country previously under their • sion, there is the possibility for genu-

"'"'~~ control. Although this changed the bal- ine revolutionary change. Different 
ance of forces dramatically, the situa- reactionary states in the region such as 
tion is far from settled. Shortly thereat- Iran, Pakistan and Saudi Arabia have 
ter, the US imperialists launched an air ~.f J'°W lr; f been sponsoring one or another Islamic 
attack on the camp of the Saudi dissi- warring party. The US, West European 
dent Osama Bin Laden in Khost, Af- . c.:...;~f - ·~ . and Russian imperialists have propped 
ghanistan, in what they said was retali- w ._,.,~ Y.f> up and armed the most backward ele-
ation for the bombing of the US Em- ABOVE: Masthead of Eternal Flame, ments in Afghanistan as weapons in 
bassies in eastern Africa. This was a Organ of the Communist Party of their quest for profit and power. Inter-
case of trying to discipline their own Afghanistan imperialist rivalry; regional conflicts 
child, however, since the US and the and the contradiction.s among various 

"'1:1' CIA in particular had overseen Bin Lad- region and became instruments of in- warlords have created a situation where ~ - en's rise as one of the Taliban's main ter-imperialist rivalry. for many years now none of these Q) 
0. recruiters in the Afghanistan resistance The USSR was finally forced to forces has been able to dominate ef-0. 

"'"' war against the Soviet social -imperial- pull out in 1989, leaving behind a fac- fectively. They need the masses as can-

~ ists. This article was written before tion-ridden government, which in turn non fodder for their endless war. But 
these developments but sheds light on was ousted in 1992. The take-over of the interests of the vast majority of the e many aspects of the political scene in Kabul by an alliance of Islamic forces people are fundamentally opposed to 

Q Afghanistan today. -AWTW was only a realignment of troops in the the semi-feudal, semi-colonial struc-
~ bloody battlefield of Afghanistan. The ture these forces are defending, and 
0 For most of us Afghanistan rhymes forces making up the subsequent gov- years of war under their rule have fur-
3:: with war. Even for those born before ernment were quickly plagued by in- ther exposed the true nature of the 
~ the pounding of rockets drowned out fighting and in 1996 were themselves warlords and their masters, making it 

all other sounds, the past twenty years forced out by the newly formed more and more difficult for them to 
of bloodshed have cast an ominous Taliban, a US-backed group; but this mobilise the masses to fight for them. 
shadow on the memories of the past. was far from the end of the conflict Moreover, in Afghanistan there is a 
In 1979, in a deadly move to re-en- among the reactionary warlords. vanguard, the Communist Party of Af-
force its lackeys against rising oppo- Every time an area is captured by ghanistan (CPA), a participating party 
sition, the Soviet social-imperialists one of these armies there are rapes, of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
invaded Afghanistan. In the absence mass murders and executions. Inhab- Movement (RIM), which bases itself 
of a revolutionary party capable of itants of whole cities have been forced on Marxism-Leninism-Maoism 
uniting the people into a people's war out. Women are excluded from all as- (MLM). This crucial factor can cata-
against imperialism and feudalism, the pects of social life. The country is satu- lyse the explosive contradictions in the 
resistance of the masses was in the rated with mines, most of its infrastruc- society and unleash and lead the proc-
main organised under the leadership ture is destroyed, food is scarce and so ess of revolutionary change. 
of various feudal and bourgeois are health-care and other social serv-
forces. These forces were unwilling ices. War has ravaged Afghanistan for SOME BACKGROUND 
and incapable of unleashing the full almost twenty years. Almost 10% of 
potential of the masses in a war that the country's 18 million people have Afghanistan is a semi-feudal, semi-
would target not only the invading lost their lives, and many more have colonial country where before the anti-
army, but also the age-old oppressive been mutilated. One third of ttie coun- Soviet war 85% of the population lived 
relations that weigh heavily on the try's people live in exile. and worked in the countryside. 
masses. Instead they turned to US im- For many, a revolutionary turn in The modern history of Afghanistan 
perialism and reactionary states in the the present situation of Afghanistan begins with British colonisation in the 
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1800s. Following two Anglo-Afghan 
wars, the British set' up a central state 
to act as a buffer_.zone between the 
Russian Empife and British India. This 
centralised feudal-colonial state was 
established through the brutal suppres­
sion of numerous revolts and the sub­
jugation of different cJans and ethnic 
groups; needless to say, it did not at­
tempt to change the feudal structure of 
the country. 

It was not until-independence from 
Britain, declared in 1919 by King 
Amanullah Khan, that the doors were 
somewhat opened to foreign capital 
and half-hearted attempts were made 
at reforms to deal with feudalism. The 
British disapproved and backed the 
feudal opposition that ousted 
AmanullahKhan in 1929. 

In the late 1950s, with British con­
trol weakened following World War II, 
the government of Afghanistan devel­
oped strong ties with the new capital­
ist rulers who had overthrown social­
ism in the Soviet Union in 1956. The 
bureaucrat comprador class, aided by 
Soviet capital, gained strength. At the 
same time, links with the West were 
also maintained. Afghanistan was 

~ again considered a buffer zone, this 
-.. time between the USSR and US-spon­
~ sored states in the region (the CENTO 
.- pact). Foreign investment was low, and 
~ the state remained a nominal central­
:t ised bureaucracy incorporating differ-
2 ent local feudal authorities. 
Q In 1978 the revisionists of the Peo­
~ pie's Democratic Party of .Afghanistan 
~ (PDP), which represented pro-Soviet 
;:it bureaucrat-comprador capital, seized 
.q: power through a coup, which was con-

centrated in the cities. The PDP con­
s~sted of two factions, Parcham (flag) 
and Khalq (people), and· ruled the 
country on behalf of the Soviet occu­
piers.1 Under Soviet-backed rule, thou­
sands of democratic and revolutionary 
forces were imprisoned and killed, tor­
ture became commonplace, and Soviet 

1 The Khalqs endorsed a policy of rapid 
economic cllange in favour of the bourgeois 
comprador sector and accelerated depend­
ency on the Soviet Union. Parcham advocated 
a more conciliatory policy towards feudal­
ism. During the first years after the coup 
Khalq led the government but its policies 
gave rise to seri9us opposition. The Soviets 
then opted for the Parchamis through a coup 
in which prominent Khalq leaders were 
killed. Land reform was then amended and 
the privileges of the clergy and tribal leaders 
restored. (For more background on Soviet 

helicopter gunships led US Vietnam 
War style search-and-destroy missions 
thtoughout the countryside. 

Afghanistan is a colourful carpet of 
differenf'nations and national minori­
ties. The Pashtuns are the largest mi-

. nority, with about 40% of the popula­
tion; most of them live in the southern 
and western regions. The Tajiks are one 
of the larger minorities, and other 
smaller national minorities include the 

try is Islam. The Sunni branch of Is­
lam is the most widely practised, in­
cluding by Pashtuns, Tajiks and 
Uzbeks. About 20% of the population, 
including in the Hazara areas, follow 
the Shiite branch of Islam. Different 
sub-branches of both Sunni and Shia, 
such as Ismaili, are also practised, and 
there is a small Sikh and Hindu minor­
ity as well. 

Uzbeks, Hazaras, Turkmen, Baluchis, - _T.;_;;: H...;.;;E~R..;..;;IS;..;..E;;_T.;,_O;;;...·..:...p..;;;;o~w.;_;;E_R_· _O_F_T_H_E;___ 
Nuristanis and some smaller group- ISLAMIC ALLIANCE 
ings. Most ethnic groups have cultural 
and language ties outside the country. 
The most Widely spoken language is 
Dari (or Tajik- different names for the 
same language that is also spoken in 
Iran, where it is called Farsi). 

The Pashtuns have historically 
been the dominant nation. The forma­
tion of the centralised state under over­
all British rule saw a strong rise in 
chauvinism. This has been a constant 
source of contradictioo with non­
Pashtuns, who constitute the majority 
of the population. Not only was much 
of the arable and pastureland that be­
longed to non-Pashtun tribes and clans 
given to Pashtuns, but many men and 
women of Hazara origin were ·also 
taken into slavery. (Slavery had been 
formally abolished after independ­
ence.) The "Afghanising" of the coun­
try (locally Pashtuns are referred to as 
Afghans) was symbolised in the chang­
ing of the country's name to Afghani­
stan and local geographical names to 
Pashtun names. In most of the coun­
try's recent history, Pashtuns have held 
a virtual monopoly on the higher ranks 
of the state, including the army.2 

· At the same time, far from being 
united, the Pashtun ruling classes are 
divided along clan lines. The contra­
dictions between these clans have con­
tinued to be a source of conflict among 
different Islamic Pashtun parties dur­
ing and after Soviet occupation. ' 

The dominant religion in the coun-

puppets 8ee "Afghani Communists Expose 
Soviet Ploys", A W7W 1987/9) 

2 In the Dari language, the word 
"Afghani" indicates someone of the Pashtun 
nationality. Hence, the CPA uses the term 
"Afghanistani", instead of "Afghani", to re­
fer to people of all nationalities from the 
country of Afghanistan. 

3 After the 1978 PDP coup, the US 
helped organise feudal forces and religious 
authorities into armed groups. Following the 
Soviet invasion these groups transferred their 
headquarters to Peshawar, Pakistan. Most of 

After the Soviets withdrew from 
Afghanistan in February 1989 there 
was a plethora of meetings between as­
sorted warlords,, state officials from 
Saudi Arabi~ Iran and Pakistan, and 
secret service members from the im­
perialist countries. All were anxious to 
broker a solution that would best rep­
resent their interests. The pro-Soviet 
Najibullah government, which lasted 
from 1987 to April 1992, lacked a 
strong base, and its army was not able 
to consolidate country-wide power. 
The opposition fronts controlled ma­
jor sections of the countryside, but the 
armies were divided along clan and 
national lines and lacked a centralised 
command. 

The failure of the pro-US 
Mujahedeen3 to take over and hold 
onto the major cities when the Soviet 
troops departed left them too weak to 
seize power on. their own. Under. the 
supervision of the region's govern­
ments, a coalition of some of the Is­
lanric forces was formed, and in 1992, 
in collaboration with pro-SovieVRus­
sia forces, they ousted Najibullah. This 
was a relatively non-violent take-over, 
which these forces called the "Islamic 
revolution". 

The resulting government was a 
coalition of forces representing and 
defending the semi-feudal semi-colo­
nial system. The seizure of power was 
accompanied by a campaign of terror 

, . Saudi/Pakistani financial and military aid to 
the resistance was channelled through these 
forces which were called Ekhvanis (Muslim 
brothers) or Mujahedeen. Among these is 
Hizb-e lslami, headed by the arch-reaction­
ary Hikmatyar, who was once one of the fa-

: . vourite US "freedom" fighters, enjoying arms 
.shipment and cash, as well as regular ISi (Pa­
;kistani secret services) briefings during the 

, Soviet occupation. Since its defeat at the 
:hands of the Taliban in 1995, Hizb has been 
reduced to a relatively insignificant force. 

·1 



against the masses, particularly 
women, in order to force them into 
submission. The government called 
for foreign aid and demanded the land 
be returned to the big landlords. Fur­
thermore, this coalition not only did 
not represent all the armies in the field, 
it was not even able to mediate its own 

. internal differences. From the very be­
ginning different factions initiated 
wars, through varying alliances, to 
gain a bigger share of power. Kabul 
and its surrounding areas, which had 
been mainly spared during the Soviet 
occupation, now became tb,e central 
battlefield. 

Major players at this point included 

4 This grouping was bred by the Soviet 
social-imperialists and for years loyally 
served them in carrying out their many 
crimes. The Northern Militias, as they are 
sometimes referred to, were formed as an al­
ternative force so that if the government in 
place proved incapable of holding the for­
tress after the Soviet retreat, they could be 
relied on to defend Soviet interests. In fact 
when the government was seriously threat­
ened, the majority of the leaders supported 
this formation and joined it. The leader of 
this group now is General Dastom, and its 
base is in the Mazar-e Sharif region. Most of 
Afghanistan's industries as well as the coun­
try's sources of natural gas are in areas un­
der the NIM's control. 

the pro-US Ekhvani forces; Abdul 
Rashid Dastom of the National Islamic 
Movement (NIM), a strong Uzbek­
based militia4 formed by the Soviets; 
Burhanuddin Rabbani of Jamaat-e 
Islami and its commander Ahmed 
Shah Massoud of Shora-e-Nezar, a 
Tajik-based feudal-comprador group­
ing with ties to France, Russia and 
Iran5 ; and the pro-Iranian Hizb-e 
Wahdat-e, a Shiite fundamentalist 
grouping based in the Hazara region.6 

The government at that time was 
led by Rabbani (as President) and 
Massoud (as Defence Minister) and 
consisted primarily ofTajik and other 
non-Pashtun forces. The main man of 

5 Shora-e Nezar is a political-military 
organisation and in fact part of Jamaat-e 
lslami. Jamaal's ties with Western imperial­
ists date back to the mid-1970s. During the 
anti-Soviet war they received substantial help 
from Pakistan. Later they developed ties with 
Iran. Shora co-ordinates the commanders of 
Jamaal and is headed by Ahmed Shah 
Massoud, who commands a strong army in 
the northeastern region of Afghanistan with 
his headquarters in Panjshir. It is said that 
he-started to form his army as early as 1975. 
Massoud, who a few years after the Soviet 
invasion signed a truce with the invading 
troops, had always maintained ambiguous re­
lations with the Soviet a~. In 1990-91 he 
also received substantial help from the US, 
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the US and Pakistan, Hikmatyar, 
proved incapable of exerting any real 
power in this alliance. The contradic­
tion between the various warlords was 
extremely difficult to solve, and none 
had enough military strength to hold 
country-wide power. 

Afghanistan is situated between the 
Central Asian republics in the north, 
which gained nominal independence 
following the collapse of the Soviet 
bloc, and Pakistan and the Indian Ocean 
to the south. The imperialists and reac­
tionary states in the region were anx­
ious to develop new political and com­
mercial ties in this area, and thus needed 
a solution to end the war. 

along with other Jamaal commanders. He en­
joys strong ties with France. The area under 
his control has many sources of precious 
stones (emeralds and lapis lazuli) and includes 
the opium-growing area of Badakhshan, both 
of which ensure some income for this group. 

6 Hizb-e Wahdat-e lslami, headed by 
Karim Khalili, is a fundamentalist Shiite party, 
a combination of different forces in the Hazara 
region vho were united in 1988 by Iran. For 
years, even during the occupation, they have 
been engaged in internal civil wars in that re­
gion, inflicting damage and casualties on the 
people. The cliques forming this party are 
mainly led by landlords and Islamic clergy­
men 
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The Tah"ban (students of ~ligion) 
appeared on the political scene of Af­
ghanistan soon after a trip by a high­
ranking Pakistani delegation to 
Turkmenistan to negotiate trade be­
tween the two countries, which would 
go through Afghanistan. Supported by 
Pakistan, the Taliban emerged wjth the 
slogan of securing the roads and fight­
ing piracy. The banner of anti-corrup­
tion was raised, religious schools were 
emptied as the "students" joined the 
struggle, and it was not long before 
Taliban artillery were pounding the 
gates of Kabul, finally capturing it in 
September 1996. The Taliban have 
their roots in the pro-US Muslim fun­
damentalist forces, are Wahabi Mus­
lims (a sub-branch of Sunni) and rep-
resent Pashtun chauvinism.7 · 

The rapid advance of the Taliban 
was due partly to the co-operation or 
desertion of various Mujahedeen fro,nts 
and to the fact that sections of the mili­
tary and bureaucracy from the previ­
ous regime, many of them Pashtun 
forces, joined in. They were finally 
halted in the northern parts of Afghani­
stan after pitched battles by an alliance 
of previously warring groupings, the 
Northern Alliance, composed of 

-.. Jamaat/Shora, NIM and Hizb-e ! Wahdat-e. In the present alignment of 
.,.. forces, US imperialism supports the 
~ Taliban through· Pakistan and Saudi 
=t Arabia, both militarily and financially. e (Pakistani-soldiers have even been ar­
Q rested while fighting for the Taliban, 
~ and higher-ranking Pakistani military 
O men also assist the Taliban.) An axis 
~ of Russia and France, along with Iran, 
~ 

7 The Taliban have their roots in Harekat 
Enghelab Islami (Movement of Islamic Revo­
lution), the first Ekhvani ("Muslim brothers'') 
group fonned in 1979, with the administra­
tion of the ISi (Pakistani secret services), 
SAVAK (Iranian intelligence organisation 
during the Shah's reign) under the general su­
pervision of the US CIA Harekat, mainly 
mullahs and religious students, continued 
operating in the southern areas during the 
anti-Soviet war. At the same time, religious 
schools (funded by US client states in the re­
gion) were mushrooming in Pakistan, attract­
ing the flood of Afghanistani youth who took 
refuge thete. The leading core of Thliban, in­
cluding their main figure, Mullah Moham­
med Omar Akhundzadeh, have all been part 
of the "student" core of Harekat, and the 
group's backbone consists of the mullahs and 
students of the religious schools and Harekat 
al~ng with sections of the military and 
bureaucracy of the previous regime. Follow­
ing the fall of Najibullah, Mullah Omar was 
assigned by the ISi and CIA to an "anti-drug" 

India and the Asian Republics of the 
ex-USSR, back the Northern Alliance. 
Russians no\! only provide them with 
arms, but Russian .... officers who had 
gained a rich knowledge of the coun­
try while posted there have now re­
turned as military advisors for the 
Northern Alliance. The areas of influ­
ence of different reactionary forces 
have been more or less consolidated 
along national lines, with the Taliban 
mainly based in Pashtun as well as 
other regioqs of the west and south, 
adding up to two-thirds of the country. 
As of summer 1998, the components 
of the Northern Alliance controlled sig­
nificant parts of the Tajik, Uzbek and 
Hazara areas in the North. 

A 1996 conference of the US Insti­
tute of Peace on the future Qf Afghani­
stan stated that, ~'it is in the interests of 
the neighbouring powers, as well as of 
the oil companies operating in the re­
gion [which see Afghanistan as a pas­
sage for pipelines )8 , to help Afghani­
stan survive as a country". In the same 
meeting, Ashraf Gbani of the World 
Bank suggested that what "Afghanistan 
needs is an interim government of tech­
nocrats who could act as a central au­
thority to prevent the country from col­
lapsing''. The imperialists may not find 
this de facto division of the country and 
the continuing war to their liking, but 
inter-imperialist rivalry, as well as the 
contradictions among the various feu­
dal comprador armies that the imperi­
alists themselves have bolstered, and the 
conflicting interests of the regi9n 's re­
actionary states are the main factors be­
hind the continuing co~ct. This has 

mission, and the Taliban was fonned. Fol­
lowing the same branch of Islam as Saudi 
Arabia, the Thliban divide the population into 
an elite of mullahs and students, on the one 
hand, and on the other hand, the populace, 
which they consider an "ignorant flock in 
need of a shepherd". A myriad of generals, 
officers and secret service agents of the So­
viet puppet regime who previously belonged 
to the Khalq faction of the PDP are now ac­
tively fighting alongside the Tuliban. 

'The oil companies are a major reason 
behind much of the atrocity committed in Af­
ghanistan today. It is estimated that within 
the next 15 years, the Caspian region will 
become the world's second-largest source of 
petrol and gas, after the Middle East. The 
oil-producing countries, along with corpo­
rations such as Exxon, Chevron, er. and 
UNOCAL, have invested heavily in regional 
energy development and are anxious to up­
grade and extend the existing export network. 
But the development of alternative routes 
raises issues which are more strategic than. 

created a situation in which no force or 
alliance bas so far been able to estab­
lish a stable regime, which could well 
add to the disorder in that whole region. 

ISLAM AS A CWB 
AGAINST THE PEOPLE 

For years Islam was propped up 
and used as a banner to mobilise the 
masses -~gainst the Soviet Union. Is­
lam already had solid roots among the 
masses and was the ideology at hand 
to organise around. In addition, some 
of the early PDP attempts at land re­
form which aimed at reinforcing the 
comprador bourgeoisie and. depend­
ency on social-imperialism had pushed 
landlords and religi6'us authorities, 
who historically had ties with the West, 
into opposition. Portraying the Soviet 
imperialists as "communists" and .. 
hence the anti-imperialist struggle of 
the Afghanstani people as one between 
"communism" and the "soldiers of Al­
lah" helped strengthen backward reli­
gious feelings amongst the masses and 
propped up the authority of the feudals 
and clergy. This was done with the full 
backing of the Western imperialists, 
wfio funded religious propaganda and 
armed the Mujahedeen as a weapon in 
their rivalry with the Soviet social-im­
perialists. In fact, US funding of these 
forces started at $30 million in 1980 
and climbed to $630 million in 1987, 
where it remained through 1989. 

But life under religious rule, both 
in exile in Iran and in the refugee camps · 
in Pakistan (mostly controlled by Is­
lamic forces), as well as in areas under 

financial. The option of upgrading the exist­
ing network of pipelines across Russia would 
mean Russian control. US policy towards Iran 
and strategic problem~ Qf concentrating most 
of the world's (petrol-generated) energy flow 
through the hotbed of the Middle East (and 
the· Gulf region) are factors against building 
the pipelines through Iran. Thus, the US oil r 

company UNOCAL, one of the main exploit­
ers of Cemral Asian oil, decided on a pipe­
line through western Afghanistan. This route 
was negoti~ted with the Taliban in 1995, be­
fore they even took over Kabul, in a visit to 
the Taliban's camps by Pakistan's fonner in­
terior minister and the US ambassador to Pa­
kistan.Economic interest in Afghanistan is not 
limited to oil. Afghanistan is the biggest pro.­
ducer of opium in the world with a produc­
tion of aboµt 2800 tons a year, equalling that 
of the South1East Asian "golden triangle". The 
Tuliban too~ control of the drug-producing ar .. 
eas when they moved into Afghanistan, and 
now every )'ear they extract millions.of dol­
lars on taxes from drug exports. 



Mujahedeen command inside the coun­
try, has left its mark. For years women 
were imprisoned in. the camps, and 
even in their tents, so that men they did 
not know would not see them. Anyone 
who did not strictly follow religious 
rites was severely punished on accu­
sations of being a "communist" and a 
"Soviet spy''. People were killed (most 
often with American bullets) for as 
much as holding a Western magazine, 
drinking Coke, and other such 
"crimes". The sectarianism of 
Mujahedeen fronts made it difficult for 
urban youth to join the anti-Soviet re­
sistance, and most had to leave the 
country. Those who went to Iran be­
lieving Iranian propaganda that Islam 
knows no borders, became targets of 
systematic anti-Afghani chauvinism 
there. They also witnessed the hell into 
which the Islamic rulers have delivered 
the Iranian people. Many of them have 
left Iran, also leaving their religious 
beliefs behind. · 

At the same time, even during the 
anti-Soviet resistance war, various Is­
lamic forces have warred amongst 
themselves. This bloodshed carried out 
under Islamic flags has not escaped the 
eyes of the masses. When, after Soviet 
withdrawal, the annies of Islamic war­
lords entered the cities, they continued 
looting the businesses and robbi'1g the 
people, dismantling the factories, leav­
ing the urban masses with no source 
of income and with th~ bitter taste of 
"divine rule". 

Added to this are the purist funda­
mentalist practices of many followers 
of Islam, especially the-Thliban, who 
are taking religious practice way be­
yond the traditional customs of the 
masses. People's faith in religion and 
religious authorities is breaking down. ' 
Many who still practise Islam have be­
come anti-clergy and are sick and tired 
of religious propaganda. The situation 
is such that (according to Communist 
Party of Afghanistan (CPA] sources), 
in many Hazara and Uzbek fronts the 
non-practising no longer see the need 
to pretend. This is an important change 
itl a climate where only a few years 
back such boldness could well cost 
one's life. As the reactionaries have 
more and more difficulty mobilising 
th~ masses under the banner of Islam, 
·they openly complain that Islam is be­
coming "polluted" and naturally blame 
each other for this. 

Religion as well as other backward 
beliefs and traditions cannot be swept 

away overnight. This requires a long 
struggle through mobilising the people 
to overthrow feudalism and imperial­
ism, both in the base and superstruc­
ture, and moving on to socialism and 
communism: 'But the invading social­
imperialist army waved the banner of 
false communism and phoney interna­
tionalism, helping to confuse the peo­
ple and in fact reinforcing Islam, which 
was ceded the "national" flag. The 
practice of the Islamic parties, how­
ever, has itself contributed to shatter­
ing people's illusions, making the 
ground more favourable for Maoists to 
expose religious falsehoods and the 
repressive class nature of theocracy 
and mobilise the masses for a people's 
war against the Islamic rulers and their 
imperialist backers. 

THE NATIONAL QUESTION 

During the Soviet occupation, the 
spontaneous mass movement, particu­
larly in the rural areas, was an impor­
tant part of the resistance. In the ab­
sence of a strong revolutionary force, 
these struggles took an ethnic and tribal 
form and led to a situation where reac­
tionary elements of each region (and 
nationality) took control of the stnig­
gle in that area. According .to the Ba­
sic Principles document of the CPA, 
"the struggle in this period against the 
occupiers seriously affected all the in­
ternal contradictions and the internal 
national contradictions did not surface 
in a major way ..•. 

"During the war the main lever of 
political power remained in the hands 
of the·· Pash tuns, but at the same time 
large areas inhabited by oppressed na­
tionalities fell under local forces, end­
ing direct rule of the Pashtun ruling 
classes." 

The Pashtun comprador bourgeoi­
sie and feudals, who had already lost 
exclusive control before 1992 and-saw 
themselves almost completely slipping 
out of power after the fall of 
Najibullah, found their representatives 
in the Taliban. Rape and murder ac­
companied their take-over of Kabul; 
everywhere they set foot they un­
leashed a wild chauvinist rampage 
against the masses of non-Pas~tun peo­
ple. Unfortunately, by fanning chauvin­
ism among the Pashtun population, 
they have been able to mobilise part 
of the masses against their brothers and 
sisters of other nationalities. 'These 
atrocities have given· rise to strong anti-
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Pashtun sentiment and nationalism 
among other nations, and the warlords 
of the Northern Alliance, who had lost 
their credibility to a great extent among 
the people, are now trying to seize on 
these feelings to recruit them~ into . 
their ranks and to save their sinking 
ship. Th~e forces, who have never 
missed a chance to sell their country 
and people to various imperialists and 
reactionary states, are now. unabash­
edly claiming the national cause. Their 
"national" struggle, however, is noth­
ing but a struggle for power with rival 
Islamic warlords, and its main brunt is 
against the Pashtun masses. 

Neither of the two warring factions 
is interested in uniting the people 
against imperialism; both are fighting 
for the interests of several reactionary 
and imperialist countries. They have 
shamelessly spat on the heroic strug-
gle of the people against the Soviet 
invaders and are closely working with 
Russian. military advisers or the fac­
tions of the old state. The anti-imperi­
alism of these national traitor$ is lim-
ited to the Tuliban enthusiastically con­
demning Russian, French and Iranian 
interference, while the Northern Alli­
ance ate staunch champions of the anti- ~ 
US, Pakistan and Saudi cause. All they ~ 
have done is engage the masses in a O 
fratricidal war for the interests of their ::O 
masters. 6 

Some secular intellectuals have O 
aligned themselves with each of the ~ 
Islamic parties fighting for power. i 
Those of Pashtun origin are justifying _. 
their unity with the Taliban by saying ~ 
they alone are capable of ending the co 
war and establishing a central govern- ~ 
ment that will unite the country. Oth-
ers, including some Secular-democratic 
intellectuals among the Hazara nation, 
are calling on people to rally to the 
banner of the various Islamic reaction­
aries of the Northern Alliance, under 
the pretext of "national unity" and the 
"anti-Taliban struggle". 

This is the same line that caused a 
lot of damage to the struggle during the 
Soviet occupation. The USSR's false 
communism not only left the Islamic 
forces holding the national banner, but 
also provided grounds for right oppor­
tunism among -many so-called left 
forces and intellectuals. Many of those 
who were clear about the true nature 
of the USSR did not go against the anti­
communist wind. Instead, under the 
guise of fighting the foreign army first, 

· they carefully concealed their real 
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views and picked up the banner of 
"Allah Akhbar" ("God is great"). So, 
instead· of striving.to chart a road to 
genuine liberation, they assisted the 
Islamic parties in strengthening back­
ward ideas and ultimately served feu­
dalism and imperialism. 

The current· situation poses ~ew 
challenges to the Maoists, who, by get­
ting at tlie roots of national oppresmon, 
are exposing the reactionary national- . 
ism of the Islamic parties and laying the 
ground for the only way to end this op­
pression. The CPA holds that the strl.Jg­
gle against (internal) national oppres­
sion should be based on the unity of the 
labouring masses of all nationalities 
against imperialism and reaction, along 
with the right of each nationality to self­
determination. They point out that "na­
tional chauvinism is in fact the ideol­
ogy of the ruling class of the dominant 
nation and not of all the classes of that 
nation. This.chauvinism obviously af­
fects the petite bourgeoisie, the peas­
ants and even the proletariat, but the 
national bourgeoisie most of all. Thus 
the reactionary classes of this nation try 
to use them as their tools and their so­
cial base for oppressing other nations. 
But national chauvinism and the oppres-

.._ sion of other nations does not corre-
~ 0\ spond· to the masses' historical inter-
._.. ests and will become a means to per­
~ petuate the control of the ruling classes 
;Iii over them." [Eternal Flame, CPA cen­e tral organ, No ·16] 
Q The national struggle in an op­
al! pressed country like Afghanistan is 
0 first and foremost a struggle against im­
:t perialism and feudalism. Without this 
~ basic orientation, the struggle of the 

oppressed nationalities will emphasise 
differences to the detriment of the ba­
sic unity of the people of different na­
tions. The proletariat and peasants of 
one nation, instead of seeking unity 
among their class sisters and brothers 
in other nations, would unite rather 
witk the national bourgeoisie (and even 
feudal and ~mprador classes) and will 
ultimately go under their leadership. 
The struggle against feudalism and 
imperialistn then is taken off the agenda 
and national oppression will not be 
done away with. But if the centre of 
struggle, as the CPA comrades observe, 
"is that of the unity and interests of the 
labauring masses of all different na­
tionalities, the ruling classes will-'be 
isolated," the labOuring masses of tbe 
dominant nation will themselves be­
come a force in fighting national chau-

vini~m, and strong unity can be forged 
capable of effectively sweeping away 
national oppression. 

WOMEN AND RESISTANCE 
BEHIND THE VEIL 

The rise of the Taliban was accom­
panied by savage attacks on women. 
Women are forced to wear dark veils 
covering them· from head to toe; they 
are forbidden to work or go to school; 
they cannot walk in the streets, shop or 
seek care in hospitals unless accompa­
nied by a mahram male (husband, 
brother or father), and even public baths 
are barred ~o them. Women are bought 
and sold, taken as war spoils, raped and 
killed. During the Soviet occupation, the 
Islamic parties prevented women from 
even taking part in the war against the 
army that invaded their land, bombed 
their homes, killed their kin. The Taliban 
are not alone, however; the other cliques 
also ~pose anti-women measures to 
various degrees, all very brutally, some 
with the rationale that this is part of the 
tradition of Afghanistan and so people 
are used to it. 

The women of Afghanistan have 
strongly opposed this oppressive··and 
patronising doctrine. The resentment 
accumulated through yeats of subju­
gation to male domination enforced by 
semi-feudal relations has started to sur­
face. During a Taliban attack against 
Mazar-e-Sharif (at that time under the 
control o~ the Northern Alliance), 
women took up arms to fight them; 
there have been cases of women attack­
ing the Taliban with kitchen knives. 
The protests of Afghanistani women in 
exile have made their way into the Pa­
kistani press. Women have lost their 
lives in struggles to. keep the public 
baths open, and underground schools 
are being organised to educate women. 

The war has also pushed wqµien 
into the workforce in order to provide 
for themselves and their families after 
the loss of male breadwinners. These 
women, who were mainly employed in 
Kabul industries and services, have 
tasted economic independence and 
have a passionate hatred for the 
Taliban, who are forbidding them to 
work. 

It is important to note that without 
a revolutionary orientation against the 
real cause of their oppression the strug­
gle of women Gan be narrowed down 
to an anti-Taliban struggle by other 
reactionary forces, some of whom 

make pretences of favourjng less .. se­
vere treatment of women. It is only 
under proletarian leadership that 
women can be fully mobilised to up­
root the source of their oppression. 

The CPA believes that without the 
active participation of women in the 
struggle against imperialism and 
reaction the victory of the new demo­
cratic revolution, socialist construc­
tion and communism is inconceivable. 
Moreover, the new democratic revo­
lution must unleash the fury of women 
as a mighty force for revolution an~ 
strike major blows to the patriarchal 
structure. The contradiction between 
women and men "is different from the 
class and national contradictions and 
requires difftrent met1'ods to solve it. 
But its existence is on~ of the main 
features of Afghanistan's semi-feudal 
semi-colonial structure. Women's op­
pression should in no way be'eonsid­
ered a secondary question. It not only 
suppresses the individual and social 
rights of half of society,, ~µt the inhu­
man relations associated with this op­
pression •.. act as a major factor in pre­
serving and strengthening the ruling 
semi-feudal semi-colonial relations." 
(From CPA Basic Principles) 

The CPA's line and practice on this 
question are beginning to have an im­
pact, as sections of women take up the 
struggle more consciously. 

IMMIGRANTS AND REFUGEES 

At the height of the war during the 
1980s, an estimated 3.5 million 
Afghanistani refugees lived in Pakistan 
ancl another 2 million in Iran, white 
thousands more fled to India and the 
West. In addition, an estimated 2-3 
million people were displaced by the · 
war. After the Soviet withdrawal and 
the fall of the Najibullah government, 
refugees began to return. But the con­
tinuation of the war has creat~d mor~ 
internal displacement, and during the 
battles over Kabul, many left the city 
'for other areas. At present, it is esti-

. 'mated that about 1 million refugees 
remain in Pakistan and about 1.5 mil­
lion in Iran. 

Even though the refugees belong to 
.. ,all strata of the society, the majority 
: :are from rural areas and during the re­
sistance war some would even go back 
~o work the land during planting and 

~ harvest seasons. 
Most of those in Pakistan lived in 

'the camps controlled by the 



Mujahedeen, through whom the bulk 
of UN aid was channelled, and they 
were subjected to strict Islamic-feudal 
rule. These camps were isolated from 
Pakistani society, and it was not until 
later that Afghanistani immigrants 
were able to work. Now many work in 
the coalmines of Pakistani Baluchistan. 

A large nuµiber of these 
Afghanistani immigran~ have been in . .. ' . 
Iran, either m the camps or working. 
The camps of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran are notorious for mistreating 
Afghanistani refugees, and hundreds of 
people have been massacred there. 
There have been several protests in 
Pakistan against the situation in these 
camps, including one involving several 
thousand immigrants, indicating the 
hatred of the inhuman conditions 
dished out by the Iranian rulers. 

Those who work in Iran hardly 
have a better life. They mainly work 
in various cities as seasonal or perma­
nent workers in brick making, con­
struction and services as well as agri­
culture. They are forbidden to work in 
the food industry, such as bakeries, 
because they are considered dirty. 
Their wages, when they actually get 
them, are low, and the pay is more of­
ten than not confiscated by the 
Pasdaran (part of the· Iranian armed 
forces) when they cross the borders to 
return home. The Islamic Republic 
spews reactionary propaganda against 
them, and has built up some anti­
Afghani chauvinism among Iranians. . 

The crimes of the Islamic Repub­
lic against the refugees have not gone 
totally unanswered. In the past several 

· years many immigrants have partici­
pated in the revolts of the masses in 
Iran.against the state. They also often 
return with a new hostility towards Is­
lam, and some of the more advanced 
elements are daring to openly de-
nounce it. . · · 

MAOISTS 

The formation of the Organisation 
of.Progressive Youth (PYO) in 1964 
heralded the dawn of the Marxist­
Leninist-Maoist movement in Afghani­
stan. The PYO carried out active 
struggle against Khrushcheyite revi­
sion ism, social-imperialism and 
parliamentarism, upholding that politi­
cal power grows from the barrel of a 
gun. The democratic journal the PYO . 
published, th~Eternal Flame, had such 
widespread support among them.asses 
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that to this day the genuine revolution- Up until the i~tiation of the people's 
ary and democratic forces are often war _all. the struggles of the Party will 
referred to as "Flamists" (Sholei in serve its preparation, and after the pea-: 
Dari). The crisis.prevailing in the in- pie's war is initiated all .the forms o~ 
temational communist movement in struggle and the.fighting force of the 
the aftermath of the 1976 counter-revo- Party. will serve its advance and vic­
lutionary coup in China did not spare tory." The CPAconsiders that its most 
the young communist movement in important task at present in relation to 
Afghanistan, which at that time was the initiation is building and strength­
losing many of its leaders and_cadres ening the Party. 
in the execution fields and dungeons The process of organising those 
of the reactionary pro-Soviet state. "Flamists" who have remained true to 
Among. them was Akram Yari, the the cause of revolution into the Party 
founder.of this movement. or as allies in a united front still con-

The communists, however, were tinues,- even though the CPA empha-
not easy to uproot. Individually and sises the importance of organising 
acting through various groups, they fresh revolutionary forces to take up 
continued to play an important role in MLM as the only liberating ideology. 
the anti-Soviet resistance war. The po~ Besides struggle to strengthen the 
litical struggle to forge· a correct pro- Party, the CPA have also been en­
letarian line continued under the fire gaged in preparatory work for the 
of Soviet bombers and Islamic repres- united front: "It is clear that [a revo­
sion, and in the mid-1980s the Revo- lutionary· united front] is based on 
lutionary Cell of Afghanistani Com- worker-peasant unity, and its forma­
munists was formed. In 1990 the .tion will be basically possible after the 
RCAC joined the Union of Marxist- initiation of the people's war and the 
Leninists of Afghanistan to form the establishment of revolutionary bases. 
Organisation of·Revolutionacy, €Om- But this does not in any way mean that 
monists of Afghanistan, ',whi€h-went in the present stage of struggle we 
on to found the .Commuli_is~&rty,.of should not strive to form a people's 
Afghanistan in 1991. The.Gomtnittee· revolutionary front or temporary and ~ 
of Propaganda and Agitation·af Marx- '' permanent alliances with freedom- ~O 
ism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung Thought seeking and revolutionary national­
(PAC) joined the Party soon after its democratic forces and individuals 52 
formation. The formation of RIM in against the theocratic rule of r.eac- IC 
1984 played, from the beginning, an tion." (Eternal Flame, No 18] O 
important role in focusing the line • ~ 
questions in the Afghanistan move- TWO KINDS OF WAR ;e 
ment. · 

The CPA Basic Principles dq~u­
ment declares, "The ideology guiding 
the thought and action of the Commu­
nist Party of Afghanistan is Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism .... 

"The CPA's progra!Dme in the 
present stage of the revolution in the 
country is the victory of the new demo­
cratic revolution and the establishment 
of the people's democratic dictator­
ship. The accomplishment of the po­
litical, economic and cultural goals of 
Afghanistan's new democratic revolu­
tion is the necessary precondition for 
the transition to socialist revolution in 
the country and the march to commu­
nism. 

''The strategy of the CPA for the 
seiZure of political power is the initia­
tion and adv~nce of the people's war, 
a protracted war·based on the vast 
majority. of the periple, especially the 
peasantry, under the lea<.l~rship of. the 
proletariat through its vanguard party. 

.... 
The CPA maintains that, "the new ~ 

democratic revolution is a democratic ~ 
revolution not only because it is an t 
anti-feudai revolution but also be­
cause it is"ari ·anti-social-imperialist, 
anti-imperialist and anti-chauvinist 
struggle. 'Land to the tiller' is the cen: 
tral slogan of this revolution and the 
peasantry will benefit from the victory 
of this revolution more than any other 
class and strata." The leading force 
of this revolution is the proletariat. 
The petite bourgeoisie will be a strong 
ally and the national bourgeoisie a 
vacillating ally. The goals of the new 
democratic revolution are: "to over-
th r:ow the feudal and bourgeois 
compra..dor classes and establish the 
democratic rule of the broad masses 
of all the peoples of the country .•. ; to 
overthrow ~perialist domination and 
achieve independence ... ; to overthrow 
national chauvinism ... and recognise 
the right of self-determination of all 
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the nationalities; to do away with 
male-chauvinism and establish equal• 
ity between men and women· ...• " (CPA 
Qasic Principleif 

The few attempts so far in subdu-
.. ing feudalism, either after independ­

ence-or during the first years of the pro­
Soviet regime, have not been carried 
out with the goal of liberating the peas­
ants from the yoke of feudalism but 
aimed instead at strengthening bureau­
crat capitalism, the comprador boor_. 
geoisie and imperialist domination. 
Thus the peasants were not armed po:. 
litically or militarily to overthrow feu­
dalism and imperialism themselves. 
So, in the face of the opposition from 
strong feudal quarters, these govern­
ments have either been overthrown (in 
the case of Amanullah Khan) or ended 
up conciliating with the feudals (in the 
case of the PDP). Those landless peas­
ants who had put their hop~ in such 
reforms later found themselves alone 
and unarmed in the face of feudal 
armed gangs. Unlike the Islamic en­
forcers of feudalism who promise a 
better life in heaven (and whose heaven 
also carries all the vestiges of their 
perverted imagination), the people's 

"' war the Maoists are preparing will 
-... mobilise the masses to prepare and 
~ exercise their own rule from the begin­
"'"" ning. "It is only after destroying the 
i: armed forces of the counter-revolution­
:t aries tliat the political rule of reaction e can be overthrovin, and it Is only after 
Q the overthrow of their political rule that 
.Q! the political rule of the masses can be 
2 established. This process is as pro­
:::. tracted as that of the people's war and 
~ is realised through it. It starts in small 

pockets, consolidates and expands, and 
after the country-wide seizure of po­
litical power by the Communist Party 
and its political allies it spreads 
throughout the country." (CPA Basic 
Principles) 
. War-weariness is a serious ques­

tion for the genuine communists. One 
reason for the rapid advance of the · 
Taliban was that they were portrayed 
as a force capable of ending the wars; 
but reality soon tore into that illusion 
as the Taliban joined the many armies 
of warlords roaming Afghanistan. The 
events since the "Islamic Revolution" 
of 1992 are testimony to the fact that, 
as the CPA says, theocratic rule in Af­
ghanistan is characterised.by reaction­
ary wars between different Islamic . 
groups. And the warring factions and 
their foreign backers have thus far had 

great difficulty moving for a defini­
tive a~~ successful peace deal among 
the reactionaries. Any agreement 
would be ·inherently unstable and 
could soon turn into yet another rea­
son for bloodshed. 

Moreover, even if any of these ar­
mies were able to bring peace, this 
would not be peace for the masses but 
the silence of the graveyard. Women 
condemned to forced labour inside the 
walls of their homes, workers and peas­
ants slaving long hours in backbreak­
ing conditions only to fill the bellies 
of a bunch of.clergymen and feudals; 
meanwhile they see their children dy­
ing of malnu~tion, petrol flowing un­
derground and opium and heroin add­
ing to the riches of reactionaries and 
imperialists. 

The people of Afghanistan have 
fought heroically against an imperial­
ist army and have accepted many sac­
rifices, but have gained nothing in re­
turn, nothing but more imperialism and 
feudalism. The people of Afghanistan 
know about war, but they have never 
had. 81 chance to taste the fruit of tbeir 
sacrifi<ies; ·they have never felt the em­
poweriAg freedom pf breaking th.~ 
chains of tradition. Only a genuine peo­
ple's war under the leadership of the 
MLM vanguard party can lay the ba­
sis for them to see a way out of the situ­
ation, because it is linked for the first 
time to a liberating programme and 
struggle to bring in new relations, 
where the masses themselves exercise 
political power, and put an end once 
and for all to the stifling weight of 
semi-feudalism. 

·In the battlefield known as Af­
ghanistan, all .reactionary forces speak 
through the barrel of a gun, but the 
people do n9t as yet have their own 
army. Until such a war is started, the 
voice of the revolutionaries will remain 
weak. "This in no way means that w~ 
do not value different forms of strug­
gle at their present level, because it is 
by the principled and successful ad­
vance of these struggles that we can 
conclude this initial preparatory stage 
of our work," the CPA maintains. In­
deed, as the communists' experience 
among women and proletarian youth 
has shown, boldly mobilising the 
masses around a revolutionary pro­
gramme and leading political struggle 
against reaction's rule is vital in ena­
bling the Maoists to cut through the 
darkn~ and gather the necessary force 
to initiate people's war. • 

Document 

By the Central Committee of the 
~ommunist Party of Peru (PCP) 

The foll.owing document is dated 
February 1998. It includes an analysis 
of the international and national situa­
tions and a summation of the carrying 
out of the Party's plan. This previous 
plan referred to here was discussed in 
the 1995 reporqovercome the Bend 
in the Road by Developing the People's 
War" reprinted in our issue no. 23 and 
the March 1995 document that appears 
in this current issue. The PCP ha~ .kept 
secret certain parts of this new docu­
ment, marking them with ellipses ... 
-AWTW 

1. Unite the People Against the Fas­
cist, Genocidal and Country-Selling 
Dictatorship by Further Developing the 
People's War - A New Plan within 
the Great Plan "Build the Seizure of 
Power" 

POLITICAL BASIS 

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 

Imperialism is a colossus with feet of 
clay that will irremediably collapse; 
thus Yankee imperialism, which acts 
like the gendarme of the world, is a 
paper tiger tryi11g to prolong its death · 
agony by raising the rotten and washed­
out banners of "economic neo-liberal­
ism", "human rights" and "bourgeois 
democracy", the peace of bayonets and 
eclectic, idealistic pragmatism because 
it has nothing new to offer. These.pa­
per tigers try to lull and intimidate the 
masses with a deceitful policy, "human 
rights". This flag they are waving to­
d~ refers to the rights of imperialism, 
the bourgeoisie and world reaction. 
The puny, fake peace they proffer is 
an: attempt to put the masses' con­
sciousness to sleep in order to impose 
their hegemony as the world's leading 
superpower, no matter what it takes. It 
is :~he peace of bayonets; of grave dig­
g~~' of slavery. Yankee imperialism is 
th~ world's leading arms merchant; 
it, ,is a paper tiger, an arrogant 
blackmailer, ceaselessly promoting the 



Unite the People Against the Fascist, 
Genocidal and Country-Selling Dictators~ip by 

Further Developing the People's.War 
reactionary and failed theory tha~ arms 
decide everything. . 1 

The economic, commercial and fi­
nancial crises that constantly shake the 
imp~rialist system fully confirm the 
thesis of Marx and Engels, 150 years 
after the publication of The Communist 
Manifesto. They are trying to cover up 
their contention to redivide the world. 

The so-called "war against drugs" 
is another deceitful imperialist policy 
and a pretext for their counter-revolu­
tionary strategy of "low intensity war­
fare" on a world level to smother the 
revolution, especially in the countries 
of the third world. It is also an instru­
ment for the suppression of the op­
pressed nations. General Barry 
McCaffrey [U.S. President Qin ton's 
"Anti-Drug Czar''-translator] is no 
"victorious general", but simply an in­
vader who was defeated and kicked out 
of Vietnam. 

Thus they pursue their counter­
revolutionary offensive, seeking to 
sweep away all that may imply revolu­
tion, but revolution is and will be the 
historical and political trend, and prin­
cipally now more than ever we should 
struggle to make Maoism the com­
mander and guide of the world prole­
tarian revolution, generating milita- · 
rised Marxist-Leninist-Maoist commu­
nist parties, and for them to go over to 
carrying out People's War throughout 
the world. These are the requirements 
for the advance and triumph of the 
revolution. 

NATIONAL POLITICAL SITUATION 

Bureaucrat capitalism, faced with the 
law that the old state must evolve, has 
only achieved transitory and partial 
gains that go to the exclusive benefit 
of a handful of Peruvian and foreign 
exploiters. The general crisis that is 
gnawing away at them has only been 
palliated and its critical essence· has in 
no way been resolved. It is impossible 
to overcome this crisis. In the interests 
of this handful of bloodsuckers they 
have had to go down on their knees 
before imperialism, principally Yankee 
imperialism, and throw the entire Pe-

ruvian people into deeper ruin. The perialism and with a long-range 
government of Fujimori and Hermoza plan they went over to a fascist dic-
Rfos [Armed Forces head-trans.] is the tatorship as part of the overall process 
most unrestrained pro-imperialist gov- of absolute centralization, in order to 
ernment the country has ever seen, the better carry out "low intensity war­
most genocidal and the most country- fare". This is a fascist dictatorship un­
selling. They have contained inflation der the signboard of "democracy". It 
and covered it with makeup so that they is fascist because in a disguised form 
can have some successes. Regarding parliament has been negated: on the 
the "recession", the recovery has been one hand they discredit parliament and 
minimal, with uµemployment growing undermine it, while on the other they 
daily, wages and salaries tumbling, and use it as a sewer pipe to spit out the 
taxes and fees on the public soaring laws they need, although the most im­
sky-high. Poverty has grown and the portant laws are decreed by the execu­
response of the government is to give tive. It is fascist because it negates the 
out alms and carry out demagogic civic whole liberal-democratic legal order, 
action schemes. stomping on their constitution and all 

Poverty has not been reduced. We their laws whenever they feel like it. 
should keep in mind that we are in the Some opposition factions and even 
second half of the decade, and a wors- members of.the reaction itself are say­
ening of the crisis of bureaucrat capi- ing, ''This is a permanent coup d'etat", 
talism is foreseeable. Some forces "This is not a state of law'', etc. 
among the bourgeoisie are saying, ·, A fascist reorganisation of the ju- ~ 
'"This year and next will be hard", "Our dicjal branch is being undertaken by ~O 
problem is the repercussions of the an obscure naval officer who was a se­
Asian crisis", "foreign debt payments", curity official for Velasco (general who i!5! 
"falling metal prices" and "El Nifio". ruled in the early 1970s-trans.]. It is tJ 
The people are told to make sacrifices no coincidence that other followers of a 
"for a better tomorrow", but it has been the fascist Velasco regime are work- ;§ 
seven years now and that tomorrow ~as ing in the shadows under the present :;: 
never come. It never will under this government. Rigged and fraudulent -a. 
system, under this landlord-bureaucrat elections are an instrument for perpetu- ! 
.state. The government is carrying out ating themselves in government, and· -...... 
a mass sterilisation campaign, which the so-called .~opposition" is a chorus ~ 
means even greater ge~ocide, pro- that "legitimises" the ridiculous con­
moted by Yankee imperialism through coction of "direct democracy". We see 
the Interamerican Agency for Devel- corporatism being organised in a mili­
opment. The puppet Fujimori is tryfog tarised form, linked to ''low intensity -
to use the masses' problems for his own warfare" and carried out mercilessly 
demagogic and electoral ends; all this under the protection of bayonets and 
should be condemned. Ai; for the ''El genocide, pressuring and compelling 
Nifio" weather phenomenon, he the masses through the so-called "Self 
wanted to take a few measures to win Defence Committees" and urban and 
points in the North but the scope of peasant rondas (paramilitary organisa­
these problems exploded in his face. tions-trans ], a corporatism pushed by 
This government is responsible be- the office of the president through or­
cause it did not take the necessary pre- ganisations like COFOPRI, 
cautions, even though it knew in ad- FONCODES, INADE, development 
vance that the situation would become committees, etc. AB for their.ideologi­
critical,. cal basis, it is vulgar pragmatism and 

As for the restructuring of the state, bastard eclecticism; they systemati­
they have not been able to advance as cally apply Hitler's Big Lie policy. This 
they have wanted to since 5 April 1992 fascism is principally driven by the fas­
(date of Fujimori's "selF-'coup."--- . cist, genocidal and country-selling 
trans.]. Under the aegis of Yankee im- Armed Forces. The backbone of the 
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old state, today they are acting like a 
liliU~·political party, aided tiy the 

. . Natio~l}I Intelligence Service (SIN) 
and ~t rondas. The"Armed Forces 
·are ~Ii: by a clique headed by Hermoza 
Rfos· and Montesinos, a vulgar CIA 
agent. ·expelled from the reactionary 
army for treason to the motherland. 
These Armed Forces are carrying out 
a campaign to reelect their puppet. . 

On the question of the border with 
Ecuador: Both governments and their 
armed forces are using this problem to 
tighten their grip on· political power, 
calling for "national unity" to silence 
all questioning of their odious· plans. 
We warn the whole people that the fas­
cist, genocidal and country-selling dic­
tatorship, for its own ends and in the 
face of imperialist pressure, is schem­
ing to once more surrender a. part .of 
the territory of our motherland. On the 
qtJestion of "resettlement", first they 
devastated the countryside applying 
the three alls ("steal all, bum all, kill 
all") and genocide to form mesnada 
paramilitary bands and strategic ham­
lets, seeking to separate tl,le guerrillas 
from the masses. Now, as part of their 
"low intensity warfare", they are car-

~ rying out a militarised and fascist "re­
-.. settlement'' beaded up by mesnadas to 
~ control the masses. On the so-called 
.- "people's defender": this "defender" 
!: stabs the people in the back. He is an 
:it agent of the fascist di~tatorship who e must be unmasfced, along with his pal 

Lansier, a foreign priest who is an im­
~ perialist agent. He hands out pardons e to people who never should have been 
:iii imprisoned in the first place. H they 
~ are freeing some people today, it is an 

attempt to hide their genocidal es­
sence--when it came to military men, 
they gave amnesty to abominable 
butchers and torturers. Their dream 
was and still is to annihilate the Peo­
ple's War, but despite difficulties and 
setbacks the People's War is being 
maintained and advanced, routing re­
actionary military campaigns and · 
counter-subversive operations, fighting 
against this so-called "low intensity" 
warfare and destroying hoaxes of "stra­
tegic defeat". The democratic road, the 
revolutionary situation which is be­
co~ng reactivated, is producing an in­
creasing rejection and opposition to the 
fascist regime. The People's War is the 
people's road to emancipation and the 
winning of a new society, the People's 
New Democratic Republic (PNDR). 
The masses are an arena of conten-

Document.'. 

Ag~inst the Genocid_al and 

By the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Peru (PCP) 

The following docum~nt by t~e Cen­
tral Committee of the Communist Party 
of Peru (PCP) is dated March 1995 and 
was made public in mid-1998. It com­
plements the report "Overcome the 
Bend in the Road by Developing Peo­
ple's War" reprinted in our issue no. 23 
-AWTW 

I. LONG LIVE THE 1 STH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

INVINCIBLE PEOPLE'S WAR! 

Next 17 May marks 15 years of the 
victorious and invincible People's War 
in Peru, a blazing bonfire of armed re­
bellion holding out against wind and tide 
that opened and concretised the road to 
the true and definitive liberation of our 
beloved and heroic people. 

A People's War watered with the 
blood ofthe uncountable martyrs of.the 
Party, the Army and the masses, waged 
for the seizure of political power and 

tion-the reaction crowed about defeat 
and then had to eat its words. As for 
their so-called "Operation Aries" (a 
counter-revolutionary offensive in 
1994-trans.], they said the People's 
War w~ coming to an end, but their 
operation failed, just like so many oth­
ers--"Taurus", "Walker", "Hunter", 
"Sweep One", "Sweep 1\vo", "Sweep 
Three", "Sweep Four", "Ene One", 
"Ene 1\vo", "Ene Three", "Ene Four", 
"Ene Five", "Hurricane", "Razhuilca", 
"Vizcatan One", "Vizcatan Two", 
"Kuruinze", "Exterminator", "Gimp 
One", "Gimp Two", etc., etc., all 
beaten back by the People's War. Al­
though the road is difficult and full of 
twists and turns, we will triumph be­
cause we have a superior ideology, 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo 
Thought, and a Communist Party to 
guide us, and because there are Peo­
ple's Committees and base areas that 
are being heroically maintained-they 
are the for\vard fighting trenches of the 
new state that is flourishing in our 
motherland. Today the People's War 
is fully serving the overcoming of the 

persisting for that goal, for the attain­
ment of a new and true democracy, 
for a People's Republic of Peru in the 
first stage of the revolution and for 
the construction of socialism in a sec­
ond stage. 

A Pet>ple's War prepared, initiated 
and led by our Great Leader, Chair­
man Gonzalo; supported always by 
the masses of people; carried out by 
the People's Liberatio·n A.mt'y and led 
by the Communist Party of Peru. After 
almost 15 years of development 
through campaigns and counter-cam­
paigns of "encirclement and annihi­
lation", the principal form of the civil · · 
war, today the People's War, is con­
tinuing victoriously despite whatever 
zigzags or transitory reverses that may 
have occurred. Such a war can only 
unfold through a process of victories 

. and setbacks, but the setbacks. have 
been completely transitory and par­
tial. We should understand Chairman 
Mao Tue-tung's teaching, "Strategi­
cally speaking, there is a defeat only 
when a counter-campaign against 'en-

bend and the brig~t future, drawing 
lessons from the errors eoinmitted in 
the past. It should be further devel­
oped to seize power countrywide. 

II. SUMMATION OF THE 
APPLICATION OFTHE PLAN 
"OVERCOME THE BEND IN 

THE ROAD BY DEVELOPING 
THE PEOPLE'S WAR" 

The Plan "Overcome the Bend in the 
Road by Developing the People's War" 
successfully achieved the objectives set 1 

for it. We have begun to emerge from 
the bend. The~ are gradually be­
coming, active once again. Some reac­
tionary spokespeople are talking about 
a "fresh outbreak", saying ''They have 
reorganized," "They have expanded 
their ~a of operations," "'They have 
put an ~pd to the period of withdrawal." 
What s~uld be emphasised is that the 
enemy'~ "low intensity warfare" has 
been sy~tematically fought against and 
their operations and campaigns and 
counterrPlfllpaigns have been defeated 
both successively and simultaneously. 
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Country-Selling Dictatorship, Persist in the People's War! 

circlement and suppression' fails com­
pletely, but even then the defeat is only 
partial and temporary. For only the to­
tal destruction of the Red Army. would 
constitute complete defeat in the civil 
war; but this has never happened." 
Thus the crowing and the dark and evil 
dreams of imperialism, reaction and re­
visionism turn to smoke before the 
persistence of the heroic People's War 
which is now emerging from a diffi­
cult and complex bend in the road, and 
will inevitably triumph. 

II. THE PARTY'S BASIS OF 
UNITY IS THE FOUNDATION 

OF ALL OUR ACTIONS! 

Thus, greeting this new anniversary 
of the invincible People's War, we wish 
to reaffirm in its ideological and po­
litical foundation, the point of depar­
ture of all our actions, the Party's Ba­
sis of Unity, which consists of three 
elements: 1) Our ideology, Marxism­
Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought. 
2) Our Programme, and 3) Our Gen-

The advance is taking place amidst a 
hard-fought and determined struggle. 
Our centre iscombal The People's C.Om­
mittees and the base areas have been 
defended with blood. The grand finale 
of the plan was successful anCI resound­
ing. Let us draw the positive and nega­
tive lessons, raise the level of selective 
annihilations and sabotage and step up 
work in the cities. 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

The Party is fulfilling its role. There is 
partial advance •.. a purging ... revision­
ism is fought as the main danger. 

The People's Liberation. Army is 
the .backbone of the front/new state. 

We have advanced in developing 
our front policy and correcting various 
errors committed in the past, and in 
breaking up the mesnadas, selecting 
targets, avoiding excesses and making 
advances in the new economy. 

Ill. OBJECTIVES (RESERVED) 

• 

eral Political Line and its centre, our 
Military Line, approved by the First 
Congress of the Party, a Marxist Con­
gress, a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist, 
Gonzalo Thought Congress. Such a 
reaffirmation is necessary today more 
than ever because not only in our coun­
try but on the world lev:el, we continue 
to face a sinister general counter-revo­
lutionary offensive headed by imperi­
alism, reaction and revisionism, and 
because concretely, regarding our 
Party, a new gang of shameful advo­
cates of a revisionist and capitulationist 
Right Opportunist Line (ROL) have 
leapt out rabidly and wildly, and are 
thoroughly and completely negating 
the Party's Basis of Unity. Suckled and 
adopted by the armed forces and the 
puppet Fujimori, they have cackled 
from their rat-holes for the holding of 
a so-called "Second Congress" whose 
purpose would be to repeal the first, 
belching out that this meeting would 
take a decision on "the struggle" for a 
peace accord with the genocidal coun­
try-sellers, and thus endorsing the dark 
hoaxes of "surrender" and "repent­
ance" hatched by their masters and traf­
ficking with the name of Chairman 
Gonzalo. 

We repudiate and condemn these 
miserable rats, would-be chieftains 
who have proved incapable of endur­
ing an "occupational hazard" [arrest­
trans,], much less of giving their lives 
for the Party and the Revolution. Tu­
day they are selling out for a bowl of 
porridge, having sought to undermine 
the morale of the class and the Party, 
but this they will never achieve. 

These traitors have given expres­
sion to the splittism that reflect~. their 
revisionist essence; incapable of car­
rying out a debate and expounding their 
positions in inner-Party struggle, these 
cowards fled, and from outside the 
ranks they have raised their dark and 
rotten banners, while their leaders hide 
like shameful ostriches. This is how 
they have acted and continue to act, 
trying to take the unwary by surprise. 
We should know them well, because 
opportunists and revisionists have ex­
isted before during the long years of 
Party life, but apparently never such 
perfidious and. reptilian traitors as . 

these. They have gone so far as to com­
mit the monstrous crime of facilitating 
the arrest of our Great Leader, Chair­
man Gonzalo, and Comrade Miriam 
and other valuable leaders, cadres, 
Party members, fighters and masses, 
many of whom were murdered as soon 
as they were arrested. But we now de­
clare that the harm they have caused 
and continue to cause to the revolution 
will not go unpunished. They are 
hereby informed that, like their mas­
ters, they will pay with interest for all 
the crimes they have committed. 

Finally, something more in this 
vein. During the Third Plenum of the 
Central C.Ommittee, Cllairman Gonzalo 
warned us of the danger of the rise of a 
revisionist line and said that there were 
indications that an opportunist line in 
opposition to the seizure of political 
power was already being hatched. He 
told us that if the Initiation of the 
Armed Struggle required a hard strug-
gle against the ROL of that period, ~ 
there'"was even more reason to think :e

0 that a still greater struggle, an earth­
shaking struggle, would have to occur ~ 
before there could be a still greater leap tJ 
such as the seizure of power. Events a 
have once again proven him right, but ;e 
what we have experienced has been 5e 
anticlimactic, because this revisionist ...-. 
abortion has been incapable of defend- ! 
ing its ideologiCal and political posi- ....... 
lions in the internal struggle and has ~ 
simply split the Party with the help of 
the reaction itself-arid probably infil­
trated agents as well, having bolted in 

.. a gallop after the arrest of Chairman 
Gonzalo. 

Ill. THE CURRENT SITUATION 
AND THE TASKS OF THE PARTY 

It has been increasingly confirmed 
that revolution is the main trend in the 
world, but this is taking shape through 
twists and turns. The end of the so­
called "cold war" with the collapse of 
Russian . social-imperialism has not 
meant the "beginning of a new era of 
peace and stability" as imperialism, 
principally Yankee imperialism, pro­
claims, repeating what the Chinese re­
visionists have been putting forward 
for years-which is servilely repeated 
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in our country by the reaction and the 
revisionists of the ROL. Rather, it has 
been proven that there is no eq>noinic 
. or political stability anI,Where. The 
20th century is coming to an end amidst 
wars -~of all types and a growing 
militarisation. There is no peace even 
in Europe, where Yugoslavia contin­
ues to disintegrate with more than 
200,000 dead in less than three years 
of war, while in Chechnya Russian 
imperialism continues to carry out a 
barbaric genocide. And what can be 
said about Rwanda, a backward coun­
try where over 500,000 people died in 
only three months? And what hap­
pened to the "peace" signed by Israel 
and the PLO with the endorsement of 
Yankee imperialism? To say nothing 
of the problems breaking out in 
Mexico, on the flank of the "interna ... 
tional gendarme" itself, or the war be­
tween Peru and Ecuador, etc. 

~ntially the situation is as Chair­
man Mao and the CPC described it in 
the 1960s: Once more there is a great 
disorder under heaven, and further, a 
New Wave of the World Revolution has 
begun to unfold, and the communist 
parties must militarise and play their 

~ role, putting Maoism in command and 
-.. applying People's War to the conditions 
~ of their own countries. 
~ 
~ As for the situation in our country, 
! hunger, poverty, unemployment, re-
3t pression, genocide, the sale of national e sovereignty, etc. are only some of the 
Q calamities made even much worse by 
~ the genocidal and country-selling die­
~ tatorship that is really headed by 
::ii Pinochet's apprentice, Hermoza Rfos 
~ [armed forces head-trans.]. Fujimori 

is just his puppet, a cheap and vulgar 
figurehead. 

The point is that a revolutionary 
situation in development is being ex­
pressed, strengthened by conditions for 
revolution that are far more favourable 
than in 1980 when the People's War 
was launched; and, furthermore, this 
situatiQn shows once more that what 
Chairman Gonzalo and the Party laid 
out in the General Political Line is 
clearly coming to pass, particularly 
with respect to the general crisis of 
bureaucrat capitalism and its inexora­
ble process of decay. This is a very im­
portant question, even more so now 
that we have entered the second half 
of the decade in .which, as in the latter 
half of prevjous decades, their critical 
situation wiU necessarily get worse. 
This objective situation smashes not 

only the fantasies of the genocidal gang 
about the "new Asian tiger'' or the "Pe­
ruvian miracle:,,, but also the cackling 
of the shameless partisans of the revi­
sionist and capitulationist ROL about 
bow "bureaucrat capitalism is becom­
ing viable". As always, they are con­
fusing appearance with essence, thus 
seeking to fool our people by extolling 
what are no more than ephemeral blos­
soms within the process of the inevita­
ble collapse of bureaucrat capitalism. 

Another aspect of the current situ­
ation is the holding of the forthcoming 
elections, which once again are crucial 
for the reactionaries because they find 
themselves riddled with contradictions, 
particularly the situation with their 
three tasks, in which they have become 
bogged down. Thus, in the economic 
sphere, the greatest general crisis in the 
history of the republic is unfolding and 
will continue to unfold, despite fleet­
ing and limited recoveries that cannot 
even overcome the recession or infla­
tion, to say nothing of unemployment, 
which, as they themselves admit, "has 
reached historic levels". We can see 
how industrial output continues to fall 
and the cost of living continues to rise, 
despite what their clever number­
crunchers say. Meanwhile, agriculture 
remains in a state of collapse, made 
even worse by the multi-million dollar 
shady deals in food imports negotiated 
by the ruling clique and its cronies. Fur­
thermore, as everyone knows, under 
this government foreign debt has 
grown from $19 billion to over $25 
billion. The ruling clique talks a lot 
about how "the economy is growing", 
but this is false, just as the way almost 
everything they say is false, because 
this government has made cynicism 
and lies the norm in its actions. Growth 
is not the demagogic and electorally 
motivated shoddy construction of 
schools for students and teachers with 
empty stomachs, to say nothing of the 
extremely high number of children 
leaving school under this government; 
growth is not repairing roads nor open­
ing a few trails with borrowed dollars 
which will have to be repaid to impe­
rialism at high interest rates; growth is 
not looting the Peruvian sea to benefit 
the ~ntourage of a voracious clique; nor 
is growth the selling off of state enter­
prises on the cheap, practically giving 
them away ~o imperialist capit~ll··and 
firing thousands of workers, and then, 
even worse, refusing to give an ac­
counting for the money from these bar-

gain sales. 
Regarding the restructuring of the 

old state, towards the end of 1990 
Chairman Gonzalo and the Central 
Committee of the Party said that the 
current government, compelled by the 
People's War and in accordance with 
their counter-subversive war, was car­
rying out a process of absolute centrali­
sation and presidenth1l absolutism. 
Today everyone is talking about this 
as if it were the latest news,. "forget­
ting" what the Party said in 1990. On 
5 April 1992, a coup d'etat took place 
as part of this reactionary process and 
specifically as a response to the strate­
gic equilibrium reached by the People's 
War, putting into action a sinister plan 
hatched by imperialism, principally 
Yankee imperialism and its followers. 
This coup was led by a military clique 
with Hermoza Rfos at its head and was 
carried out as always by the genocidal 
and country-selling armed forces. Once 
more we have seen how they trample 
on their own constitution and rule of 
law in order to better serve their coun-, 
ter-revolutionary war, adopting more 
and more clearly fascist positions. Thus 
yet again we have witnessed a shame­
lesselectoral fraud overseen by the dic­
tatorship to garner approval for one of 
the most reactionary and retrograde 
constitutions in the history of the Pe­
ruvian state, in such a way that although 
the previous one was called into ques­
tion by one and all, the current consti­
tution is even more controversial. Even 
now, in the pre-election contention, 
representatives of the diverse groups 
of the factions o( the big bourgeoisie 
are announcing that if th~y are elected 
they will modify it again. 

And what have they done with their 
so-called "judicial branch" and their 
judicial order? Desperate and terrified 
in the face of the advance of the Peo­
ple's War, not only haye they com­
pletely abolished their own so-called 
"universal" judicial principles, but they 
have gone so far as to annul the right 
to a legal11defence and issue decrees 
making their laws retroactive. They 
instituted the imprisonment of minors 
and abolished freedom of opinion and 
thought by establishing "apology_ for 
terrorism", etc., to say nothing of their 
draconia~ l military tribunals where 
these masters of genocide are not con­
tent to be plaintiffs and prosecutors, but 
also act a~ judges. These dark uni­
formed men know as much about law 
as a butcher about sculpture, and the 



standard sentence to anyone who falls 
into their hands is life imprisonment. 
The violation of their judicial order is 
so serious that even the UN, a pimp 
for imperialism, principally Yankee 
imperialism, has had to recommend 
that they moderate their barbaric 
atrocities a bit. 

Thus, merely by looking at these 
issues concerning the restructuring of 
their state, we can say with certainty 
that they have become bogged down 
in this reactionary task as well. 

Regarding the reactionaries' third 
task, annihilating th~ People's War, 
with their characteristic fatuous 
triumphalism they crowed victory too 
soon, even setting a date for its demise. 
But in this matter as in many others 
they have been proven completely 
wrong, because the People's War con­
tinues its unstoppable march after hav­
ing resisted the evil country-wide of­
fensive unleashed following the 5 April 
coup, conceived and planned by Yan­
kee imperialism itself as part of their 
so-called "Low Intensity Warfare" 
strategy, in response to strategic equi­
librium. This offensive .by the geno­
cidal and country-selling armed forces 
is one of the last cards remaining in 
their hands before more direci U.S. 
intervention. Thus, putting national 
sovereignty at grave risk, they mobi­
lised thousands of troops formerly de­
ployed on the border, and throwing 
them into repeated "encirclement and 
annihilation" campaigns against the 
base areas and guerrilla zones, utilis­
ing not only 120mm mortars and heav­
ily armed helicopters but also light ar­
tillery of the kind used in conventional 
warfare, such as cannons with a 12-

. kilometre range and bombs dropped 
from combat aircraft. At the same time; · 
in the cities they lashed out with a fierce 
repressive manhunt, rounding up hun­
dreds of the sons and daughters of the 
people, who were harassed, tortured 
and imprisoned. Once more they vom­
ited out their genocidal guts, beginning 
by gorging themselves on the blood of 
the prisoners of war on 9 May 1992, 
carrying out a cowardly and merciless 
massacre. This time the mass graves 
and the disappearances, like the "La 
Cantata" case, were in their own capi­
tal, which clearly demonstrated that 
this dictatorship is more genocidal than 
that of Belaunde and Garcia P6rez. 
Furthermore, they have accompanied 
this genocide with wily "psychologi­
cal warfare" hoaxes, promoting capitu-

lation, an old trick of imperialism, es­
pecially Yankee imperialism, launch­
ing grotesque farces that have blown 
up in their faces as was already dem­
onstrated in December 1993 with the 
earth-shaking and p0werful celebration 
of the centennial of the birth of Chair­
man Mao Tse-tung. As proof of its 
power it is only necessary to mention 
that in Lima alone 16 car bombs were 
detonated that month. All of this is in 
addition to the well-known attempts at 
population control through the forma­
tion of mesnada paramilitary bands, 
the increased use of informers and the 
intensification of the so-called "intel­
ligence" and "civic action" operations 
already underway. 

Thus, in the face of all these sinis­
ter offensives and against all the crow­
ing and dark. forecasts, the People's 
War and strategic equilibrium continue 
on course. H this were not the case, one 
should ask why Pinochet's apprentice, 
the puppet Fujimori, the whole swarm 
of "Senderologists", reactionaries, re­
visionists, opportunists, hack journal­
ists and even informer priests and pro­
moters of genocide like Cipriani, 
Durand and Vargas Alzamora among 
others [bishops and archbishop, re­
spectively-trans.] all never miss an 
occasion to talk about so-called "ter­
rorism" or "pacification"? Why do they 
talk so much about how they have 
"pacified the country"? Why do they 
maintain the state of emergency in 
more than 50% of the national terri­
tory? Why are thousands of their troops 
still stuck in the so-called "counter­
subversive bases"? Why are they con­
tinuing to forcibly enlist-under threat 
of death-and arm thousands of peas­
ants in the so-called peasant rondas? 
And why do they continue to fill the 
prisons with hundreds of the sons and 
daughters of the people under suspi­
cion of "terrorism"? 

It is because the People's War per­
sists and will continue to persist, and 
although it has undergone temporary 
and partial setbacks it will achieve its 
glorious objectives, demolishing the 
Yankee so-called "Low Intensity War­
fare" strategy and whatever other strat­
egy it may face, because it bases itself 
on the greatest ideology the world has 
ever seen, Marxism-Leninism-Mao­
ism, Gonzalo· Thought. It will succeed 
because there is a Party which leads it 
and infuses it with a right and correct 
political line, and because the masses 
of our people support it, watering it · 
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with their blood and sweat, since this 
war is simply a continuation of their 
struggle with arms in hand. 

For all these reasons we reaffirm 
that the reactionaries have also become 
bogged down in regard to their third 
task, just like the other two. 

In sum, we can see that bureaucrat 
capitalism has no way out; its inexora-
ble collapse will continue and it will 
be totally demolished amidst the geno­
cide with which it is defending itself 
like a mortally wounded beast. This is 
the reason why the upcoming elections 
are shaping up to be so crucial for the 
reaction, particularly for the current 
ruling clique so desperate to stay in 
power. They used whatever means they 
could to get the holding of the election 
legally sanctioned, and now they are 
preparing a shameless fraud and even 
using the conflict with Ecuador to ac­
complish their vile objectives. And 
with respect to the so-called "Union 
por el P...eru", it too serves the interests 
of the big comprador bourgeoisie, 
since the pipsqueak who leads it 
[former UN General Secretary Javier 
Perez de Cuellar-trans.] is yet another 
known quisling of mainly Yankee im­
perialism. One need only recall his evil ~ 
role in the UN against the oppressed ~ 
nations, in approving the monstrous O 
imperialist genocide against Iraq and ~ 
the Palestinian people, for example. tJ 

One issue that needs to be analysed O 
from the point of view of the proletariat ;e 
is the problem of our country's borders, 5!: 
because the conflict with ECuador is ~ 
only part of a iarger and extremely pre- ! 
carious situation that has been very ..._ 
badly handled by each successive re- t 
actionary government. Further, the re­
actionary armed forces have never de­
fended the country's integrity and sov-

·ereignty; instead, they have always 
been experts in defeats, as shown by 
the loss of Arica and Tarapaca in the 
war with Chile or the robbery of the 
Leticia region by Colombia. It has al­
ways been the masses of people who 
were the real defenders of our national 
territory, and we must keep this truth 
in mind because it is once more being 
confirmed. 

A factor being systematically swept 
under the rug is the ominous role of 
imperialism in general and especially 
Yankee imperialism, whose interests 
stir up this or that conflict at its con­
venience. Here, too, it is at work, pull­
ing the strings from behind the scenes 
like ·a puppet master. In this respect, in 
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addition to the ev~r.greater domination 
that imperialism exercises through the 
foreign debt and·the IMF, IDB, WB, 
etc., we shodld also take into account 
the "advisory" role. of the Yankee 
armed forces. From time to time they 
send their top brass, like that arrogant 
head of the Southern Command who 
came in November 1994 to check up 
on their lackeys, in addition to their 
constant "training" of the genocidal 
hordes, and the insolent intervention 
of their ambassadors in all the internal 
matters of Peru, or the cheeky pip­
squeak Alexander Watson, U.S. Un­
dersecretary of State for Inter-Ameri­
can affairs, who with total effrontery 

. said that: "Fujimori is a good salesman 
for the Peruvian brand", which was 
taken as praise by .the puppet. 

Today, Peru is at risk of losing a 
part of its territory once again due to 
the current dictators~~p, because it is 
the most genocidal and country-sell­
ing dictatorship we have seen so far in 
our history. First they put Peruvian citi­
zenship up for sale for a few miserable 
dollars; then later they offered South 
Korea an extraterritorial zone north of 
Lima; after that they turned over part 

~ of the national territory in the province 
-.. of Do to Bolivia; and then they granted I Chile a series of concessions in the so­
.,. call~ "Lima Convention", which was 
~ n~t ratified because of popular outcry. 
~ Furthermo~e, their so-called "privati­e sation" has meant putting a series of 
Q state enterprises on the auction block 
ii! at bargain prices. Little do they care if 
~ some are considered of strategic im­
~ portance, such as the petroleum and 
~ electrical industry, the latter even sold 

to Chilean ·capital. Who is doing all 
this? Imperialism behind the scenes 
and the genocidal and country-selling 
armed forces, more directly now with 
the clique headed by Hermoza Rfos, 
because it is they who have been rul­
ing the country since the coup d'etat 
of 5 April 1992. But this doesn't ex­
cuse the puppet Fujimori, because he 
gleefully dances to whatever tune his 
maste~ play for him. 

In the case of Ecuador, everyone 
knows that the ruling classes of that 
country have systematically carried out 
a policy of negating the "1942 Proto­
col", not just recently but for sorne time 
now. As far back as 1981, during the 
second government of Bela6nde, there · 
was the phoney "Paquisha" incident 
and they were dislodged from Peruvian 
territory, but the "little viceroy" 

[Belaunde-trans. ], far from demand­
ing the final demarcation of the 78 kilo­
metres of the border still pending, 
opted tq look the other way in order to 
leave a future card to play, to give Yan­
kee imperialism and Peruvian reaction 
an excuse to create problems for a peo­
ple's government that might take power 
through the People's War. But it is dur­
ing the current government that the 
genocidal country-sellers gave Ecua­
dor permission to invade Peruvian ter­
ritory in 1991. Their only reaction to 
that invasion was to reach a "gentle­
man's agreement" that obviously our 
neighbours took advantage of. 

Furthermore, the same puppet was 
commissioned by the military to go to 
Ecuador and offer them a "sovereign" 
outlet to the Amazon river. This was 
revealed by the ex-dictator of Ecuador 
Rodriguez Borja, who even threatened 
his partner Fujimori that he would go 
public with the letters he received. To 
date Fujimori hasn't even denied this. 
Even worse, in 1992, in order to un­
leash their sinister but doomed geno­
cidal offensive against the People's 
War, they removed troops . .from the 
border, leaving them unguarded and at 
the mercy of any aggressor or invader. 
This shows what kind of guts these 
country-sellers have. For them, it is a 
thousand times preferable to see our 
country dismembered than to lose their 
position as blood-suckers and oppres­
sors of the people, and in saying this 
we refer not only to the guard dog re­
pressive armed forces, but also to their 
masters, the imperialists, especially 
Yankee imperialism, and the big bour­
geoisie and the feudal landlords. 

Thus, by January 1995 the 
Ecuadoran armed forces had been oc­
cupying part of Peru's territory for 
some time, and had time to prepare to 
fight off any effort to dislodge them. 
Why did the genocidal and ~untry­
selling dictatorship suddenly decide to 
unleash this conflict at that moment? 
Because the military clique was deter­
mined to do whatever necessary to lie 
"re-elected" through the puppet 
Fujimori, but they were not certain of 
achieving that. Their problems continr­
ued to grow and worsen, as we have 
seen. What made their situation even 
more critical, we should recall, was th~ 
r~ult of the referendum, where they 
almost suffered a serious setback, d~f 
spite the open fraud they carried out 
once again by having members of the 
armed forces and pelice vote [which 

is illegal-trans.], using thousa1,1ds of 
identification cards issued by the Na­
tional Board of Elections. We should 
also keep in mind the problem of runa­
way corruption in their ranks. Hun­
dreds of officers, including some mem­
bers of their clique, are involved in 
drug trafficking, and some even face 
trial for that crime. Add to this the 
problems between the little puppet and 
his ex-wife, who aired a lot of his dirty 
laundry. In the light of all this and other 
questions we can understand the rea­
sons behind his zeal. Thus the geno­
cidal country-sellers thought they 
could raise their stock in that which 
does not belong to them, and feigning 
to be what ~hey ate not, they went into 
action, dreaming of easy victory and 
thinking that in the worst case if they 
did not succeed they could always 
mount a new hoax to try and fool the 
people. But like. the experts in defeat 
they are, this bas backfired and the 
hoax did not convince anyone. Further­
more, they aggravate~ the problem and 
now they are stuck in a mess from 
which there is no easy way out, because 
our people, who today are more con­
scious than before, will not let them­
selves be surprised or fooled. 

In considering this situation, we 
should bear in mind the words of Chair­
man Gonzalo in his September 1992 
speech from prison: 

"We clearly say that today the 
democratic road has beg~n to p~oceed 
as a road of liberation, as the road ·of 
people's liberation! 

"We believe that the 18th century 
taught us a very clear lesson. Think 
about it. There was a dominator. Itwas 
Spain, and what was the result of that 
bloodsucking domination? A very pro­
found crisis, and as a consequence 
Peru, which at that time was a vice: 
royalty and today is our motherland, 
Peru was divided. That was the origin 
of today's Bolivia. We are not making 
this up; it is a fact. r 

"Then, in the last century, English 
domination. What was the result for us 
of their rivalry with France? Another 
big crisis, in 1870. The outcome? The 
war with Chile. We must not forget it! 
And what happened? We lost territory. 
Our motherland suffered an excision, 
despite the blood shed by heroes and 
the people. We must draw lessons from 
this! 

"The 20th century. How are we 
doing? In the 20th century we are 
dominated by imperialism, principally 



Ameriean imperialism; this is real, eve- to sell our country to imperialist capi­
ryone knows it and no one can cover it tal and the capital of their lackeys, 
up. And where has it gotten us? The opening the dark but real possibility of 
worst crisis of the entire history of the the motherland being tom apart for the 
Peruvian state, even worse than that of benefit of a coterie that has no patri­
the 1920s. What lesson should we draw . _ptic spirit whatsoever. Because of this 
from past centuries? Once more the we reaffinrl· that we have begun to im­
nation is at risk, once more the repub- plement the path of people's liberation 
lie is at risk, once more our territory is for the defence and liberation of our 
at risk. It could easily be lost-there motherland. 
are interests that would be served by Thus, in this complex national and 
that. This is what we have to see. This international situation, it falls to the 
is the situation; this is what it has come Peruvian proletariat, as always, to lead 
to because of them. But we have a fact, the revolution and guarantee its path 
a Peruvian revolution, a People's War through the Communist Party of Peru, 
that burns powerfully, that is advanc- because the Party is its detachment, its 
ing, and will continue to do so. Where conscious and organised vanguard, the 
have we gotten with this? Strategic leadership of the revolution, of the 
equilibrium I And we must understand People's War. Some leaders, cadres or 
this well. It is Strategic equilibrium! militants might not be with us or they 
And it is l>ecoming increasingly solid might even pass away, but even with 
amidst a crucial situation. What have the immense pain and consternation 
these 12 years served for? To plainly that this would cause, the duty and the 
show the Third World and principally obligation of the Party is to continue 
the Peruvian people that the Peruvian its unyielding battle. Even if only a fac­
stare, the old Peruvian state, is a paper tion or in the end only one communist 
tiger rotten to the core. That has been remained, they would have to fulfil · 
proven I their role1 struggling to mobilise, if 

"Since this is how things are, let us necessary, the best and the new. Be­
consider the danger that the nation, the cause the revolution has an invincible 
country, could be divided, that the na- and all-powerful ideology, a proletariat 
tion is at risk. They want to dismem- and masses which generate everything, 
her it; they want to divide it up. Who it will inevitably advance and triumph. 
wants to do this? As always, imperial- These things are not new, they are old 
ism, those who exploit, those who rule. truths long familiar in the international 
And what should we do? What is our communist movement, but once again 
task? Our task is to push forward the today the rotten revisionists of the ROL 
People's Liberation Movement and are trying to twist and obscure them so 
develop it through the People's War, that they can make deals and hide un­
because the people, always the people, der the skirts of imperialism and reac­
have be~n the ones who defend the tion. Thus, cunningly using-the prob­
country, who have defended the nation. lems that have occurred, they have 

"Our task is to form a People's Lib- come to negate the role and capacity 
eration Front, to form and develop a of the Party as the leadership of the 
People's Liberation Army from the revolution. For this reason the Central 
People's Guerrilla Army ... " Committee reaffirms that the Commu-

And this is being accomplished to- nist Party of Peru, guided 6y Marxism­
day. Concretely, Ecuador remains en- Leninism-Maoism, Gonzalo Thought, 
sconced in Peruvian territory and is a heroic combatant which leads the 
should be dislodged. Other borders are revolution and gua·rantees that it is on 
also in danger. Our people must remain the right path I 
alert. It is within this framework that the 

The motherland is at risk and the tasks of the Party are being accom­
only fitting thing is to defend it with plished, following the agreements of · 
guns in hand, but precisely because of the First Congress, the first, Second 
this imperialism and reaction seek to and Third Plenum, and the two Work 
annihilate the People's War, because Sessions of the Central Committee,. 
it is the real barrier to their dreams and Since the problem of the internal 
sinister appetites. Our people know that . . struggle is a question of cardinal im­
the only path is People's War to estab- portance in Party life, it is relevant to 
lish the People's Republic of Peru. This add the following point: Revisionism 
is even mC're true under current circum- is the principal danger to the Party and 
stances where the ruling clique wants the revolution, amt for .this r~ason it 
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must be implacably combated and 
crushed. Our Party has been purging 
itself but the struggle must continue. 
In the final analysis the armed strug­
gle in our country could never have 
been initi'ated or developed without 
first sweeping away the ROL of that 
time, and today we can say that with­
out totally and completely sweeping 
away the capitulationist and revision­
ist ROL we cannot seize power coun­
try-wide. We know very well that in­
ternal causes are determinant, and for 
this reason it should be made clear that 
if since 1992 the reaction has been able 
to do some damage to the revolution 
in our country, it is because revision­
ism helped it, served it and facilitated 
certain things. This is a very serious 
lesson and we must never forget it. 
Therefore, if we totally sweep away 
revisionism and finish purging our 
ranks, thoroughly embodying the Par­
ty's Basis of Unity amidst the People's 
War, we will be fortified and we will 
be invincible. 

The People's War has never 
stopped for a moment, no matter what 
the imperialists, the reactionaries, the 
revisionists or the traitors say. Already 
the celebration of the Chairman Mao ~ 
Centennial throughout 1993, especially ~ 
in December of that year, a celebra- O 
tion co-ordinated with RIM, was earth- i!! 
shaking and powerful, carried out with ti 
successful armed actions. The reaction a 
dreamed of stopping it by launching ;e 
the hoax of the supposed "surrender", -SE 
which exploded in their cynical faces. -a. 
Subsequently, the Second and Third ! 
campaigns of the Sixth Military Plan ..._ 
have been unfolding successfully. ~ 

For all these reasons, the Central 
Committee calls on the Party, the fight­
ers of the People's Liberation Army 
and the masses of the New State, and 
all our people, to celebrate the Fif­
teenth Anniversary of the invincible 
People's War in a fitting manner. 

Finally, in the face of the forthcom­
ing ~eactionary elections, the only cor­
rect political line regarding this fraudu­
lent process is to repudiate it, apply­
ing the tactic of the boycott. 

Long Uve Chairman Gonzalo! . 
t;ong Live the Communist Party 
of Peru! 
Long Live the Open People's 
Committees! 
Build the Seizure of Power! 
Elections, No! People's War, Yes! 
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May Day 1998 
150 Years Since The Communists' First Call 

.d 

Workers 
of All Countries, 

Unite! 
/i 

Statement by the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

Since the Communists' first programme, the Communist Manifesto, was written in 1848 and 
literally haunted the powers of old Europe, the science of revolution has grown by leaps and 
bounds into Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM) through many struggles and experiences in 
making revolution. And the basic truths that Karl Marx and Frederick EQgels exploded 
powerfully onto the pages of this historical document remain as true as· ever: 

!!. ''The Communists disdain to conceal their views and aims. They .. openly declare that I their ends can be attained only by the forcible overthrow of all existing social conditions. Let 
~ the ruling classes tremble at a Communist revolution. The proletarians have nothing to lose 
~ but their chains. They have a world to win." 
~ e The need for the oppressed and proletarians in each country to form a revolutionary party- a 

communist party - and to build their unity in the strongest possible way politically and 
~ organisationally worldwide against the powers of the old imperialist world and their reactionary e states is as urgent today as 150 years ago. This is one of the key tasks of the Revolutionary 
:a Internationalist Movement (RIM), which groups MLM parties and organisations from around 
"C the world. · 

The imperialists like to talk about the globalisation of their system, as though it were all­
powerful. Their aims are still basically the same in this modem era - the vicious pursuit to 
squeeze profits from the labour of the people of the whole globe, increasingly with the bloody 
signature of a "multinational". But their crisis is also globalised and their empire is full of 
cracks, many too wide to glue together. 

They strutted and crowed about the miracle economies of the Asian Tiger countries, and how the 
Third Worl~ can "get rich quick'' under their control. But the true picture of what imperialist 
"development" offers these countries is the shattered glass showcase of South Korea and the 
plunging Asian stock markets, which are sending shivers of panic up corporate spines from 
Tokyo to New York. This is real-life Mafia drama on an imperialist scale. And after the crash, in 
exchange for more "rescue" funds, South Korea, Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines must at 
knifepoint follow World Bank/IMF-sponsored strangulation measures, drawing ~~m into even 
greater dependency on imperialism. As the masses in Latin America and Africa have already 
seen, far from bringing economic security, this means more suffering, poverty, unemployment 
and the loss of peasant land, while for the nilers it leads to more political instabilit}1. 

In Bastetn Europe and Russia, the crackS in the system are more like huge divid~,. In the few 
short years since the collapse of the state capitalist regimes, the masses have come to learn the 
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daily living nightmare of Western-style capitalism. 

Politically the imperialists also face growing problems in disinfecting and shoring up their rotting 
social order. Why is the greatest manufacturer and user of weapons of mass destruction, the US 
ruling class, talking about bombing a small country like Iraq over -weapons inspections? Why 
are they preparing to attack Iraq a second time if not to tighten their control over the Middle East 
and edge out their European rivals in the pursuit of oil? Isn't this why the US (some call it the 
"UN") has imposed sanctions? They say it is to punish Saddam Hussein, but the "ransom" these 
imperialist criminals demand could be well over the 200,000 Iraqi masses' lives they took last 

I ' time. Besides such a vicious reminder of who gives the orders in today's world, these godfathers 
have another important mission: they say they "need to test" their new bombs. 

They think the people are stupid and passive, that we can't see that when they are massacring 
our class sisters and brothers in the name of "defending democracy" and regional "peace" that 
their rule really rests on terror. The U .S.-paid for police state of Israel demonstrates this daily 
to the Palestini~ns. In the so-called advanced countries, the rulers build more jails than schools, 
like in the US. The German rulers have come up with a new law threatening to expel forever 
any foreigners arrested at a demonstration involving an "insult" against the state. 

In addition to encouraging religious obscurantism, both in the oppressed nations and imperialist 
countries, they use their democratic laws, modem infonnation technology and weaponry to try 
to intimidate us into believing their empire is unshakable and impossible to overthrow, into 
losing heart in our struggles and paralyzing us. 

But all this sends a different message to millions, embittered, wise and tempered from the 
experiences of generations of .9ur class who have heroically challenged the insufferable fate 
that imperialism offers· the majority of the world's people. Reactionary terror and ideas do 
create obstacles. But the social laws of "oppression breeds resistance" and "it's right to rebel!" 
coined by Mao Tse-tung are reaffirmed everyday, with struggle flaring up again and again- ~ 
sometimes in the same places, sometimes in new places. This underscores in red what the ~ 
ruling classes try to hide: the immediate and long-range common single interest of a single 2 
class, our class, the international proletariat, to carry out Marx and Engels' 150-year-old call """ 

tJ to wipe out explojtation and oppression from the face of the earth. a 
From Chile to Indonesia, the masses are rioting against used-up dictators. The blood of the !e 
masses spilt by gangsters like Suharto and Pinochet runs in rivers down the arms of their ;e 
imperialist masters. The lack of a communist party in many places is denying the masses the -.. 

liO 
leadel'Ship and ability to take their struggles all -the way to liberation. ~ 

In Peru and'Nepal, People's Wars are continuing to blaze a trail forward, reflecting Marx's 
still valid point, that the bourgeoisie will not give up power peacefuyy. The single most important 
feature of these revolutionary wars is that they are led by Marxist-Leninist-Maoist parties, the 
Coniinuni~t Party of Peru and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist), both participating 
parties of RIM. Despite many difficulties, the PCP has pursued its 18-year-old war against the 
reactionary Peruvian ruling class and their Yankee commanders. And in Nepal, the downtrodden, 
including large numbers of \YOmen, haye taken up the young People's War- now in its third 
year - as their own. These People's Wars and those being prepared for or waged by MLM 
forces around the world represent the only road for the masses that can lead to revolution. 

This year, the 150th anniversary of.·the Communist Manifesto written by the founders of 
comDiunism, let the call Workers of all countries unite/ ring out loudly on May 1st in the 
proletarian internationalist tradition of struggle of our class. 

Long Live People's War in Peru, Nepal and around the World! 

Break the Chains,, :Unleash the Fury of Women as a Mighty Force for Revolution! 

Build and Strengthen Marxlst:..Lenlnist-Maolst Parties United in RIM! 

Go all out to Raise Funds for RIMI 

Long Live the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement! 

...... 
~ 



Document by 
General Secretary Prachanda, 
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

Two 
Momentous 
Years of 
Revolutionary 
Transformation 

The very first poster used on the starting day of the People's War depicts the masses surrounding the local 
pollce. The slogans say Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! Establlsh the New Democratic State! Destroy 
the Reactionary State! Forward Along the Path of People's Warl It's Right To Rebell Long Live the People's 
Warl CPN (Maoist) 

While the world's media is quick 
to leap on and showcase even the 
slightest item they consider favours 
their imperialist masters, such as a 
paltry and hypocritical charity "hand­
out" to those their system is starving 
in Africa, they are equally adept at 
burying news that they wish to hide 
from the eyes of the world's oppressed. 
Hence it is not surprising that it is hard 
to find news that for over two years 
now the people of Nepal have em­
barked on the path of people's war to 
overthrow their very system. A W1W 
is thus proud to present a statement 
from Comrade Prachanda, the General 
Secretary of the vanguard of the Peo­
ple's War, the Communist Party of 
Nepal (Maoist), analysing the situa­
tion and tasks of the People's War to­
day. 

While the world's media seeks to 
bury news of this great development, 
in Nepal itself the strength of the Peo-

pie's War has smashed the media 
blackout. Headlines regularly report 
clashes in the countryside and scream 
for "anti-terrorist laws" and for the 
army to be brought in, while at the 
same time holding out the carrot of 
"peace talks" to try and divert the revo­
lutionary war. 

Since Comrade Prachanda's state­
ment was released in spring 1998, a 
countrywide bandh or strike was 
called by the United People's Front, a 
revolutionary united front organisa­
tion led by the CPN (Maoist). While 
the People's War is based mainly in 
the countryside and implements the 
strategy of mobilising the peasants as 
the main force in surrounding the cit­
ies from the rural areas, the strike 
showed the strength of the People's 
War in the urban areas as well. As the 
Kathmandu Post conceded, "The 
strike paralysed most of public life in 
the capital and other parts of the king-

dom." Kathmandu was likened to "a 
ghost town and in many other towns 
and cities ttuoughout the country 
shops were closed and traffic came to 
a halt. The strike was called, as The 
Worker, organ of the CPN (Maoist), 
clarifies," .. . to protest against the state 
terror, genocide and repression un­
leashed by the fascist state through­
out the country and to press for the 
40-point charter of demands put for­
ward by the UPF". The Home Minis­
try had declared that a huge number 
Of police forces will be deployed in the 
streets to prevent '' unpleasant inci­
dents" and about 2000 people were ar­
rested around the country - but obvi­
ously to no avail! 

Since August 1997, the CPN 
(Maoist) has been mobilising to im­
plement the Third Strategic Plan to 
''Develop Guerrilla Warfare to New 
Heights", which has entailed raising 
the military ability of the revolution-
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THE WORKER 

ORGAN OF THE COMJ.~UmST P~RTY OF ttEPAL (J.tAOIST) 

This document by Comrade 
Prachanda is taken from The Worker, 
organ of the Communist Party of Ne­
pal (Maoist) ,.No. 4, May 1998-AWTW 

1. INTRO[)UCTION 

The process of the revolutionary 
transformation of the present semi­
feudal and semi-colonial Nepalese 
society through the People's War has 
oompleted two years. Within this pe­
riod the Party has successfully imple­
mented two strategic plans of initia­
tion and continuation of the People's 
War and is at present carrying out the 
Third Strategic Plan. Today the Peo­
ple's War has established itself as the 
only revolutionary alternative in Ne­
pal by breaking through innumerable 
cycles of repression by the reaction­
aries and the opposition of the revi-

. sionists. In the process of the destruc­
jfJ~§:7:]!;;1 tion of the old state power and the con­

ary forces both qualitatively and quan­
titatively. As the Editorial in The 
Worker no. 4 explains, in essence this 
means "the creation of a base for lo­
cal organs of political power and rais­
ing the political, organisational and 
technical level of the people's guer­
rilla army so as to be able to contend 
with the rival army in the prospective. 
guerrilla zones". This effort has forged 
ahead. The People's War has spread, 
covering the central hilly region from 
the west to the east of Nepal. In hun­
dreds of villages the masses have been 
drawn into new forms of participation 
in the People's War, including logis­
tics support and making weapons. The 
J anadesh Weekly newspaper reported 
recently on one of the most successful 
actions yet in the People's War, in 
which a team of about 30 guerrillas 
carried out a surprise attack on a po­
lice post, killed its commander and 
captured rifles and ammunition. There 

struction of a new one, the People's 
War has today reached the stage of 
exercising local democratic state 
power. Creating a challenging influ­
ence and debate in every aspect of na­
tional life, from the military point of 
view the People's War has reached the 
stage of the development of guerrilla 
zones. By practically opening the 
doors of a new state structure in the 

have been reports that the morale of 
lower level policemen is down, and 
that many are resigning. There have 
been cases where, learning of a large 
group of guerrillas in the area, the re­
actionary forces wait until they are 
sure the guerrillas have left, then come 
around loudly demanding .to know 
where the guerrillas are and shouting 
about how they are ready to fight. 

One of the key successes of the 
Third Strategic Plan has been that in 
several hundred villages across Nepal 
the local officials have been forced to 
flee, creating a p<>wer vacuum that the 
revolutionaries have seized on. New 
organs of local power are being built, 
called three-in-one combinations since 
they are formed of representatives of 
the Party, the army and the local masses 

At the same time, in a more omi­
nous development, the government 
has launched a military operation 
called "Kilo Sera 2", in which several 
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form of a Revolutionary United Front 
of the masses of different classes, na­
tionalities and regions oppressed for 
centuries, the People's War is show­
ing in the course of development the 
path of its own preservation, develop­
ment and victory. In place of the 
corrupt, immoral, fraudulent and 
extremely individualistic anarchist 
culture of the old state, the People's 
War has developed a new collective 
and lofty culture based on sacrifice, 
ideological commitment and self-sac­
rifice. In totality, amidst the process 
of intense repression and resistance 
within the past two years, the People's 
War has performed a memorable role 
in revolutionary transformation. 

Up to now ninety of the best sons 
and daughters of the Nepalese people 
have sacrificed their lives for accom­
plishing this historic success. Thou­
sands of revolutionary fighters are 
braving jail, persecution and 
horrendous torture perpetrated by the 
reactionary regime. Hundreds of thou­
sands of people are nurturing this 
historic process through innumerable 
instances of sacrifice, devotion and 
self-sacnfice. 

The path of development and vic­
tory of revolution has never been 
straight, easy and normal anywhere. 
The dialectical law of development is 

~ 

~ 

~ 
0 

0 
~ 
~ 

tens of thousands of special troops ~ 
were deployed in May in 20 out of the ~ 
country's 75 districts. This is the big- ~ 
gest military operation in the history 
of Nepal. In the two months since then 
at least 200 people have been killed as 
the military has unleashed ferocious 
repression in the countryside. In.a typi-
cal operation, several thousand troops 
attempt to surround a given area, cut-
ting off the roads to block efforts to 
flee, and then methodically enter to 
carry out house-to-house searches in 
the hunt for guerrillas. 

Although there have only been ini­
tial reports from the remote regions of 
Nepal, it is clear that the revolutionar­
ies had anticipated that the reactionar­
ies would launch an encirclement and 
suppression campaign. The young 
guerrilla forces have drawn on their 
deep roots among the masses to evade 
the encirclements of the enemy, whose 

Continued to page 45 
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such that everywhere and always the 
revolution forges ahead by giving birth 
to intense opposition and counter­
revolution and through ascent and 
descent, ups and downs, and losses 

. and gains. The experience of the last 
two years of People's War in Nepal is 
also no exception to that rule. Today, 
on the occasion of the co'mpletion of 
the two glorious years and of entering 
into the third challenging year of the 
People's War it would be relevant to 
briefly review the past experiences. 

2. TWO YEARS OF PEOPLE'S 
WAR AND THE CONDITION OF 

THE REACTIONARY STATE 

In the initial phase of the historic 
People's War, the Nepalese reaction­
ary ruling class, like the reactionary 
classes of the world, tried to play down 
the great role of the people. Because 
of their own class outlook the reac­
tionaries everywhere and always tend 
to "belittle" and "bully" the forces of 
the people. On the basis of this out­
look the Nepalese reactionary ruling 
classes "declared" that they would 
wipe out the people's forces within one 
and a half to two months and resorted 
to state terrorism with mass arrests, 
torture, pillage and genocide. The 
masses, the Party and the revolution-

ary fighters continued to resist this by 
setting. historic examples of devotion 
and s~rifice. 

What was the result? The result 
was consistent with what happens in 
genuine revolutionary movements all 
over the world. The result was as per 
the prognosis of the invincible ideol­
ogy of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. 
The reactionary rulers had thought 
that they could easily extinguish the 
fire of People's War by resorting to 
genocide, repression and terror. But, 
as has been proved by the law of sci­
ence and the experience of history, the 
killing of the masses did not extin­
guish the fire of revolution, but added 
fuel to the fire. The negative act of the 
state terrorism was transformed into 
the positive result of development of 
the people's revolution. Instead, the 
state terrorism tore off the mask of the 
so-called democracy, constitution and 
human rights donned by the reaction­
ary state and helped the masses to rec­
ognise the fascist nature of the state. 
The fascist repressive drive of the 
whole year did not only reveal the cri­
sis within the ruling state but deep­
ened the crisis even more. After one 
year of repression they realised that 
there was an even bigger wave of peo­
ple's sympathy and co-operation for 

Continued to page 79 

RIGHT: Khand-Bar weekly market In Kathmandu. 

BELOW: Nepalese living In lndla stage a demonstration supporting an 
April strike In Nepal near the Nepalese Consulate at Allpur, lndla. 
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Continued from page 43 
troops are not local and hence often find 
themselves flailing in the dark. With 
hearts and minds prepared and united, 
the comrades of the CPN (Maoist) have 
managed to lead the masses to stave 
off this attack and to launch some coun­
ter-attacks on the enemy. 

The military terror was con­
demned in a press release by Comrade 
Prachanda on 10 June, which strongly 
denounced the savage and impudent 
killing of the masses. In response to 
the wave of support from women for 
the People's War, military officers who 
used to regard women as inconsequen­
tial or often as the "booty of war'' have 
now begun mass arrests and attacks 
on women too. Fourteen women have 
been killed in the last two months, 
leading to protest from women's 
groups and others. There has been 
mass resistance in the urban areas to 

the military rep~ession, as well as a 
wave of protest by human rights 
groups. These have included denuncia­
tions of the attacks by one of the archi­
tects of the Nepali Constitution and a 
rally in Delhi, India, home to many 
Nepalese immigrants. The rally was or-

. ganised by the All-Indian Nepalese 
Unity Society. Eight thousand people 
gathered in Delhi to hear statements 
. of protest at the killings in Nepal, given 
by a wide variety of prominent human 
rights figures and political leaders, in­
cluding a former Minister in the Ne­
pal government, the leader of the All­
India People's Resistance Forum, the 
former Chief Justice of Punjab, and 
many others from both Nepal and In­
dia. A W1W has also received a joint 
statement by 14 human rights organi­
sations in Nep~ on the results of a fact­
finding missioQ to the districts affected 
by "Kilo Sera 2", which gives a clear 

picture of how the military repression 
is even violating Nepal's own con­
stitution in these areas (available 
upon request). 

In a small country, one of the 
poorest in the world, the people are 
rising up, defying increasingly fierce 
repression, to take their destiny into 
their own hands. The People's War 
in Nepal deserves the support of all 
those who long for an end to imperi­
alist oppression, and is a clarion call 
to intensify the efforts for revolution 
everywhere. -A W1W 

Worldwide Fundraising Campaign 

If you continue to 5end me your 
magazine, it will help me to gain 

knowledge about the world'5 
communi5t movement. · 
- A reader from Nepal 

Raise Funds for RIMI 
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On the Expulsic.>n of the 
Nepal Com~unist Party (Mashal) 
from RIM 

The following article by the Committee 
of the Revolutionary Internationalist 
Movement (CoRIM) proposed the ex­
pulsion of one of RIM'S participant 

~ organisations, the Nepal Communist 
-.. Party (Mashal) [NCP (Mashal)]. The ! proposal was adopted by RIM in the first 
~ part of 1998. - AWTW 
2· 
i "On December 26, 1993, on the 
0 occasion of the Mao Tse-tung Cente­.- nary, the Revolutionary Intemation-
~ · alist Movement took the historic step 
~ of adopting Marxism-Leninism-Mao­
;:iii ism as its ideology. This decision was 
~ taken after a long, vigorous debate 

withi~ RIM, which had gone on over 
a number of years. In the course of 
this discussion, the Nepal Communist 
Party {Mashal) has repeatedly and 
vociferously argued against this posi­
tion of our Movement." [CoRIM Let­
ter to NCP (Mashal), 1996] "At the 
time of the adoption of the document 
Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Mao­
ism/ (UMLMI), the problem of the 
continuing participation of t~e NCP 
.(Mashal) in RIM was discussed. Hav­
ing been assured that your party would 
review its position and discuss the 
position adopted by the Movement, it 
was deci~ed to allow ample time for 
this review of position and further dis­
cussion to take place." [ibid.] ~ore 
than three years had gone by since the 
adoption of MLM, years of vital im­
portance for the oommunist movement 

in Nepal. A struggle that came to a 
head in December 1993 started to bear 
fruit in the form of the initiation of 
the People's War by "the cOmmunist 
Party of Nepal (Maoist). [CPN (Mao­
ist)]. The NCP (Mashal), however, 
have persisted in their refusal to re­
gard Maoism as the third and highest 
stage of development of our science, 
and opposed the People's War. The dif­
ferences of our Movement with the 
NCP {Mashal) are not, however, re­
ducible to their opposition to the Peo­
ple's War; rather, their opposition is a 
symptom and the inevitable result of 
the opportunist trajectory they have 
been on for some time. In the context 
of today, where the People's War is 
helping clarify the political landscape 
in Nepal, it is important that this pe­
riod of struggle between our Move­
ment and the NCP (Mashal) conies to 
a conclusion. 

ON THE ERA 
II 

A key argument the NCP (~ashal) 
raises against Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism {MLM) is that Leninism is 
the Marxism of the era of imperial­
ism and that, since the era has not 
changed, speaking of MLM a8! a new 
and higher stage of our sciencd !means 
negating Leninism. As they say, "All 
political parties supporting tlte mis­
leading concept of Maoism adtllit that 
the present era is an era of i~erial-

II 

ism and socialist revolution. But none 
of them touches the sensitive issue of 
the Lenin era". Also: "their concept 
of a.third stage of Maoism clearly pre­
supposes that Leninism... has been 
replaced or substituted by Maoism." 
[On "Maoism", Resolution· of the 
NCP (Mashal) COC, 09/92]. 

The NCP {Mashal) confuses the 
issues of the era of social development· 
and t~~ stages of development of our 
science. MLM is the science of .revo­
lution, a living and developing sci­
ence. In the process of wielding it, 
communists learn more and more 
abo~t society and classes and their 
dynamics; and if they care to stay at 
the forefront of revolutionary struggle, 
they have to develop their th~ry to 
correspond to new understanding ac­
quired through practice. Moreover, 
situations change and new contradic­
tions arise that previous leaders could 
not know about, afid,thus were unable 
to develop methods for handling. Any 
attempt to negate the need for continu­
ous advance in the science (which, as 
any development, goes through leaps 
and bounds) will reduce it from a 
sharp weapon into a dogma that is 
useless or even a hindrance in deal­
ing with the complexities of the class 
struggle. 

To maintain that Leninism covers 
all the contradictions of the era of 
imperialism and the building of so­
cialism is to ignore reality and replace 



it with some preconceived idea in 
one's brain. It proceeds from formal 
definitions, not material develop­
ments, and as a result earth-shaking 
events are treated as trivial and not 
requiring major efforts to develop our 
understanding. This is subjective ide­
alism, not Leninism. 

As Mao put it in On Practice: "In 
feud.al society it was impossible to 
kno~ the laws of capitalist society in 
advance because capitalism had not 
yet emerged, the relevant practice was 
lacking. Marxism could be the prod­
uct only of capitalist society. Marx, 
in the era of laissez-faire capitalism, 
could not concretely know certain 
laws peculiar to the era of imperial­
ism beforehand, because imperialism, 
the last stage of capitalism, had not 
yet emerged and the relevant prac­
tice was lacking; only Lenin and Sta­
lin could undertake this task. Leav­
ing aside their genius, the reason why 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin could 
work out their theories was mainly 
that they personally took part in the 
practice of the class struggle and the 
scientific experimentation of their 
time; lacking this condition, no gen­
ius could have succeeded." Since the 
death of Lenin, the. world has seen 
many historic events, includjng the 
New Democratic Revolution and the 
People's War in China, decades of 
socialist construction in the USSR 
and China, the restoration of capital­
ism in the USSR, the battle to pre­
vent it in China, the Cultural Revo­
lution, and finally the restoration of 
capitalism in China too. All of these 
posed new problems and unleashed 
unprecedented battles in theory . and 
practice. And all of these provided 
fertile ground for the dev,c;lopment of 
our ideology to a qualitatively higher 
stage, which was MLM. It also raised 
the revolutionaries' ability to fight for 
a world without imperialism and op­
pression to a qualitatively higher 
level. Maoism represents the.highest 
level of understanding on all these 
fronts. Without Maoism, the era of 
imperialism would be here to stay. 

The NCP (Mashal) claims that 
Maoism is the negation of ~ninism. 
But ·by negating the dial,ectical rela­
tionship between being.and knowing, 
by looking at the world from the prism 
of subjective idealism, the NCP 
(Mashal) adopts a philosophy differ­
ent not only t0 that of Mao, but a~ 
Lenin and Marx. 

The differences between our Move­
ment and the NCP (Masha!) over this 
question of terminology thus refleet 
important differences in the overall 
approach to the scien~ of revolution. 
They also reflect opposing views on 
the content of Mao's contributions to 
the body of revolutionary knowledge 
and practice. 

TWO VIEWS ON MAO'S 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

In the context of the ideological 
debate with the NCP (Mashal), in 
1993 CoRIM prepared a Letter ad­
dressing an upcoming Mashal Con- . 
gress. This Letter, referring to the pre­
viously cited NCP(Mashal) document 
On "Maoism", states, "You say that 
Mao made great contributions in the 
fields of philosophy, political 
economy, and scientific socialism of 
historic importance and in a few para­
graphs you list some of these contri­
butions. In every case this list is fol;;. 
lowed by statements of how this was 
already accomplished by Lenin, or 
Stalin had done it better. Your docu­
ment says Lenin was the basis for 
Mao's theory on New democraticre~o­
lution. Taking your document as a 
whole, you mainly give lip service to_ 
Mao's contributions, downgrading 
them and rationalising how they are 
only the consequence of Marx, Lenin 
and mainly Stalin b~fore him ... Your 
arguments are based on ... wrong per­
nicious concepts that Mao added noth­
ing qualitatively new to what had al­
ready been worked out by I:enin ... 
[and) M~o's contributions are equal 
to those of Stalin." Let's look at som·e 
of the major points of th~s debate. 

NEW DEMOCRATIC 
REVOWTION AND THE· 
SEIZURE OF POLITICAL 

POWER 

In the NCP (Mashal) document 
On "Maoism", under a section 
headed New Democratic Revolution, 1 

while giving lip servi~e tQ ·the "ex­
traordinary contribution of. Mao", the 
NCP (Mashal) downgrade this by ex-, 
tensively quoting Lenin, Stalin and 
~be Comintern and saying, "Lenin's 
Report [to the_Congress of the 3rd, In­
ternational] bears a .great theoretical 
significance and eventually b~me 
the fundamental basis of ¥ao's New 
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Democratic Revo'lution". As our 
aforemeiitioned Letter to the NCP 
(Masha!) Congress points out, "the 
road Lenin established for imperial­
ist Russia ~uld not be a model for 
countries such as China.... Stalin 
firmly grasped that the revolution in 
China could not go directly to social­
ism but rather had to first go through 
a stage where national and demo­
cratic tasks were primary. Yet as Sta­
lin hims'!lf later acknowledged, Mao 
had to oppose some errors in Stalin's 
thinking in order to lead the Chinese 
revolution to victory. What Mao 
achieved with the theory of New 
democratic revolution and the prac­
tice of the Chinese revolution had 
never been done~" One of Mao's 

. greatest contributions during the 
course of the Chinese revolution was 
"devel~ping the theory and practice 
of people's war, giving the prole­
tariat, for the very first time, its own 
complete military doctrine, superior 
to that of any other class." [ CoRIM 
Letter to· NCP (Mashal) Congr~] 

This point is completely missed by 
the NCP (Masbal), who in the proc-
ess of sharpening line struggle and 
especially with the initiation of the )ii. 

People's War in Nepal, develop some ~ 
of their thinking on revolutionary war: 2 
"The Marxist-Leninist philosophy 6 

. ·demands that we always analyse the 
~ituation correctly and concretely and a 
examine historically, whenever we are ~ 
determining policy, program or forms ;e · 
of struggle", and "anarchism consid- -a. 
ers the idea of taking into account the :g 
situation or circumstance as 'anti- !! 
revolutionary' and. lays. emphasis on ~ 
the need to pursue revolutionary 
(struggle]· in every situation. The ML 
method stresses the need whether to 
make revolutionary preparation or 
advance revolutionary struggle. -Ac­
cordingly, the Marxjst-Leninists pur-
sue various forms of struggle such as 
legal or illegal, peaceful or armed, par­
liamentarian or non-parliamentarian, 
use or boycott of election, while evalu­
ating the subjective and objective situ­
ation. But anarchism rules out such 
Marxist-Leninist method and stresses 
the need· to follow the policy of revo­
lutionary struggle at every situa­
tion:~:." ["On RIM's Support to .the So­
called 'People's War' of the Maoists," 
by NCP (Masha!) leade~ M.B. Singh]. 
Of course Maoists analyse concrete 
situations, and their initiation and 
support of people's war is also based 
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on understanding the objective situa­
tion. But Maoists amily3e the situa­
tion with the understanding that with­
out state power all is illusion, and "the 
seizure of power by armed force, the 
settlement of the issue by war, is the 
central task and the high~t form of 
revolution" [Quotations from Mao 
1Se-tung, "On War andl>eace"]. R is 
those in the NCP {Mashal) leadership 
who eclectically mix up all forms of 
struggle and do away with the revolu­
tionaries' unswerving focus on the 
need for the armed overthrow of the 
reactionary state. They fail to sum up 
the experience of the struggle ~gainst 
the Nepalese state itself, including its 
repeated repression of the people's 
struggl~, and the Mashal leadership 
today finds itself in the pathetic situa­
tion of adding its voice to the anti­
People's War chorus. 

Negating the "omnipotence of 
war" and reducing people's war to a 
tactic in the oppressed countries that 
can be used "depending on condi­
tions" is the logical conclusion of re­
fusing to adopt Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism as the highest stage of the 
science of revolution achieved so far. 

~ This effectively makes the new demo­
- cratic revolution irrelevant, as it can­i not be achieved through the peaceful 
~ means the NCP {Mashal) has under- · 
~ taken. The NCP (Mashal) is on the 
~ fast track to pure opportunism, if not 
0 already at the finish line. .... Recently, a Right Opportunist line 
~ (ROL) broke out from the Cottlmunist 
~ Party of Peru (PCP) calling for an end 
~ to the People's War there. This ROL 
~ has been condemned and rejected by 

the PCP. In one of their first and basic 
documents, known as Asumir, the 
ROL equates different forms of strug­
gle, asserting that war is only one form 
of struggle an~ can be used depend­
ing on the situation.Asumir says, "The 
class struggle is a great and constant 
class war directed by political leaders. 
It has two forms: bloodless .•. and 
bloody. JJ<>th ate fonils of the great 
political war'; "politics is war With­
out bloodshed, just as war is politics 
with bloodshed"; "wat is initiated and 
develops according to concrete con­
ditions, and as these change, the forins 
of struggle must charige". t>oesn 't the 
logic ofAsumir strongly resernble that 
of the NCP (Mashal), with its "legal 
or illegal, peaeeful or armed, parlia­
mett tarian or non-patliam~litarian;· 
use or boycott of election"?! Both ne• 

gate Mao's teaching that war is the 
highest form of struggle and that seiz­
ing power through revolutionary viO­
lence is the eentral task of communists 
everywhere. 

In denying the universality of 
Mao's theory of people's war and re­
ducing it to a mere tactic among a 
myriad of other peaceful and electoral 
options, the NCP (Mashal), once 
again, tries to hypocritica!Jy· wrap it­
self in Leninism: ''Leninism views the 
question of armed struggle in relation 
to tlie objective and subjective condi­
tions and the revolutionary situation 
and accepts that amied struggle too is 
an art.... But the anarchist thinking 
regards all ·these ~nini~t principles 
of armed struggle as non-revolution­
ary. The anarchist· thinking. assumes 
that the ripening of the objective and 
subjective co·nditions is not necessary 
for the armed struggle ... the ultra-Ieft­
is ts the world over have been 
harboring such conceptions. The same 
conceptions are found to be harboured 
by most of the parties supporting 
'Maoism'." (Foreword to "Critique of 
the Ul~ra-Leftist Thought", by ~CP 
{Mashal) leader M.B. Singh] Also: 
"Lenin has said that armed insurrec­
tion is a grave question arid one should 
never play with it. But the UC [refer­
ring to the NCP Unity Center, which 
later became the CPN(Maoist)] has 
made the question of armed struggle 
just a matter of toys". (ibid.] 

There is a two-fold problem here. 
First of all, the application of people's 
war in· semi-feudal countries domi­
nated by imperialism and its· applica- · 
tion in imperialist countries (with 
armed insurrection followed by revo­
lutionary civil war) are different proc­
esses. Lenin's approach to this ques­
tion is based on the dynamics of the 
latter, where revolutionary situations 
do not exist generally, arid on those 
rare opportunities when they come 
seizing them is a matter of life and 
death. In the oppressed countries like 
Nepal, on the other hand, as the RIM 
Declaration correctly states, "a con­
tinuous revolutionary situation gener­
ally exists", and a people's war can 
usually be initiated as soon as the sub­
jective forces are in a position to 
launch it. Secondly, and very impor­
tantly, Lenin's outlook was not that of 
avQiding revolutionary violence, quite 
the contrary. He actively led the Bol­
shevik Party to leap to the fOre of the 
1905 (armed) revolution, eveil though 

he could see the possibility of victozy 
was bleak. And in October 1917 it was 
Lenin who fearlessly charged forward 
in the face of all sorts of opportunist 
and vacillating elements who wanted 
to wait for the Soviet to vote on 
whether or not to go over to insurrec­
tion. He led the party and the prole­
tariat to launch the insurrection that 
changed the face of earth for decades 
to come. Lenin pointed out that in 
such situations there is no guarantee 
of success, and indeed that waiting for 
such a guarantee would in fact doom 
the revolution to failure~ As RIM says 
inLong LiveMarxism-Leninisin-Mao­
isml: "Lenin raised the theory and 
practice of proletariafi revolution to a 
whole new le~l as he led the prole­
tariat in seizing and con'solidating its 
political power, its revolutionary dic­
tatorship, for the first ·time with the 
victory of the October Revolution iil 
formerly Tsarist Russia in 1917." 

The NCP (Mashal) is objectively 
acting to discourage people from go­
ing over to armed revolution, and 
shamelessly trying to implicate 

, Comrade Lenin, who worked all his 
life for just such a revolution, in this 
treachery. Isn't Lenin's approach 
completely clear, when he defiantly 
proclaimed the 1905 revolution "a 
dress-rehearsal" for the coming 
armed revolution? And what about 
Mao, who called on revolutionaries 
to plunge boldly ahead an~ "lea~n 
warfare through warfare"? Revolu­
tionary war is an art we will never 
master while only practicing other 
forms of struggle. 

It is important_ to note that the op- · 
position of the NCP (Mashal) to revo­
lutionary war (u·nder the pretext of 
"concrete conditions") is based in part 
on parliamentary pretensions. In a 
press statement ''On the Parliamentary 
Elections"·. they say, "NCP (Mashal) 
has decided to utilise the forthcoming 
parliamentary elections thtough 
ANNPF .... In this connection our party 
wants to express its disillusionment 
fur the problem in electoral seat ad­
justments resulting from the pol~cies 
df the Uni~ed Nepal-Communist Party 
(Marxist-Leninist) [UML] in particu­
lar--- but our party will with due hon­
esty make all efforts to make· a sue~ 
c~ss of the [electoral] adjustments, 
wherever and however passible with 
aijy of the partie~' (Mashal Vol. 37]. 
And:· "In spite of the anti-C<>inmunist 
and compromising character of the 



UML, it is still a patriotic and demo­
cratic and an allied force .•• (our party) 
has decided to continue with the pre­
viously announced policy of support­
ing the UML government" [April 
1995 press statement of the CC of NCP 
(Mashal)]. 

The NCP (Mashal) has ceaselessly 
attacked the Maoists, labeling us "ul­
tra-left" and "anarchist". Yet at the 

. same time, it supports the revl~ionists 
of the so-called United Marxist­
Leninists who have even led the very 
state responsible for sucking the blood 
of the Nepalese masses and who since 
the start of the People's War have had 
a hand in massacring the revolution­
aries. Mashal's denigration of People's 
War goes hand in hand with their 
quibbling over the rules of parliaments 
''with due honesty". But the line the 
revolutionary party takes on elections 
is important not only in the imperial­
ist countries, but also in the oppressed 
countries, where the revolutionaries 
cannot lose from sight the overall goal 
of overthrowing the entire imperial­
ist-dontinated semi-feudal set-up, at 
the heart of which is the reactionary 
state. It must never be forgotten that 
whether this state is a constitutional 
monarchy, a one-person or one-party 
dictatorship, or a Western-style par­
liamentary democracy, these are all ul­
timately different forms of the same 
reactionary dictatorship. 

In sharply defining the approach 
of communists to the seizure of power, 
Mao said, "Before the outbreak of war 
all organisation and struggle are in 
preparation for the war .... After war 
breaks out, all organisation and strug­
gle are coordinated with the war ei­
ther directly or indirectly .... " ("Prob-
lems of War and Strategy") , . 

Very clearly, the NCP (Mashal) is 
not preparing for war to overthrow 
imperialism and feudalism; their ap­
proach to war, as well as. to parliamen­
tary elections, at best reflects illusions 
about the nature of the state. In the 
absence of a better line, this could have 
been likened to the situation in Indo­
nesia where the cooperation of com­
munists with the bourgeoisie and their 
failure to organise for people's war led 
to the massacre of many hundreds of 
thousands. But with the sharpening of 
the two-line struggle in the Nepalese 
movement and the emergence of the 
CPN (Maoist), who have embarked on 
the glorious path of people's war, this 
has Jed the NCP (Mashal) into out-

right opposition to revolution. At­
tempts to caver this with Leninism are 
in vain. The NCP (Mashal) are hypo­
critically accusing our Movement of 
degrading Lenin, but it is they who 
will never:__§_ucceed in turning I.enin, 
whose writings eeaselessly train the 
revolutionaries in the need for violent 
revolution, into a commonplace re­
formist. It is the leaders of Mashal who 
are refusing to lead the masses in· ad­
vancing towards the armed overthrow 
of the old reactionary system and who 
are standing_ to the side decrying the 
bravery and oourage of the comrades 
and masses who have taken to arms. 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST 
MODERN REVISIONISM AND 
THE GREAT PROLETARIAN 
CULTURAL REVOLUTION 
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by Chairman Mao on the question of 
centrism has definitely caused no less 
damage to the socialist system in 
China." [On "Maoism"]. 

In this utterly irresponsible and 
opportunist manner, the NCP 
(Mashal) thus accuses one of the great 
leaders of the international proletariat 
of centrism, and holds him responsi­
ble for damage to the socialist system 
in China without even bothering to 
elaborate. Furthermore, in the context 
here of dealing with Khrushchev re­
visionism, just who. exactly are the 
NCP (Mashal) comparing Mao to 
when they say he caused "no less dam­
age" to the socialist system? This out­
rageous and arrogant attitude towards 
a great communist leader who guided 
humanity to heights never achieved 
before, and coming from people who 
are so willing .to support revisionists 

"Beginning immediately after like the UML, clearly does not stem 
the coup d'etat of Khrushchev, Mao from a desire to deepen our under­
Tse-tung and the Marxist-Leninists standing for future advance. More-
in the Chinese Communist Party over, this unexplained - and wrong 
began to analyse the developments - criticism echoes the unfounded 
ht the Soviet Union . .and in the in- criticism leveled at Mao by Albania's 
ternational communist movement Enver Hoxha, who tried to vilify the 
and to struggle against modern re- great significance of Mao Tue-tung's 
visionism. In 1963 the publica.tjon battle against revisionism on the in- ~ 
of A Proposal Concerning the Gen- ternational level. These charges ~ 
eraf Line of the International Com- against Mao appearing in the 1992 2 
munist Movement (the 25-point let- NCP (Mashal) document, and in the 6 
ter) was an all-round and public con- context of the struggle and debate in 
demnation of revisionism and a call our Movement over how to evaluate O 
to the genuine Marxist-Leninists of Mao's contributions, reflected a real ;1E 
all countries." [RIM Declaration] step backward by the NCP (Mashal) 5e 
Amidst the confusion caused by the at the very time the Movement was ~ 
rise of revisionism to power in the preparing to take an important leap 'O 

Soviet Union, this salvo by the Chi- 'forward. ~ 
nese comrades represented such a As the CoRIM Letter to the ~ 
breakthrough that, as RIM's Decla- Mashal C.Ongress continues: "the his­
ration continues: "The contempo- tory of the intei:national communist 
rary Marxist-Leninist movement has movement is replete with organisa-
as its origin this historic appeal and tions who took very wrong turns when 
the polemics that accompanied it." ·· their leaders did not deeply grasp the 

But with characteristic contempt principles and contributions, the ac­
for Mao, the NCP (Mashal) not only tual content of Mao's teachings and 
undercuts the importance of these po- the struggle against modem revision­
lemics by reducing them to simply ex- ism." The struggle over important 
tensions of Lenin's understanding; ideological questions such as this has 
they continue: "We should not over- helped genuine revolutionaries in 
look the mistake Mao has made dur- Nepal to make the advances necessary 
ing the course of struggle against op- to be able to lead a real revolutjon. The 
portunism. He was keen enough to NCP (Mashal) leadel'Ship, on the other 
take a cortect stand against right op- hand, ]\~ve chosen to slide down into 
portunisni, but was unable to under- the swamp ol revisionism. 
stand prop.~rly the .importance of the C.Omrade Mao's qualitative contri­
sttuggle against centrist. oppor~ism bution to Marxism~Leninism is deval­
upon which Lenin has sufficiently · ued by the NCP (Mashal) on the basis 
tbrown light in his ~heoretical ~ well · · 
as practical works. The mistake"111ad~ (Continued on ·page 85) 
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On the 15Qth 
Anniversary 

of the 
communist 

Manifesto 
Statement by the Committee of the 

Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

February 1998 marks the 15Qth anniversary of the publication of the 
Communist Manifesto. Written by Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, 

~ the Manifesto marks the beginning of the class-coQscious proletar­
..._ ian movement. The Manifesto, in a broad and sweeping way, re­! vealed the workings of capitalism and the need for the proletariat to 
..,... overthrow this system and construct a new social system of social­
~ ism and communism. 
3t 
e 
Q 
~ 

~ 
~ 

150 years later, the Manifesto still strikes us with the power of its 
denunciation of the capitalist system, the scientific clarity of the 
causes and solutions of exploitation and oppression, its soaring revo­
lutionary vision of a new society without class divisions, and its 
resounding optimism and confidence in the revolutionary class and 
the ultimate triumph of its historic mission. 

The course of the proletarian revolution has proven to be protracted 
and complex, full of twists and turns, of partial victories and tempo­
rary defeats in the course of its ultimately triumphant march. The 
revolutionary science first developed by Marx and Engels· has de­
veloped through stages and in connection with the struggles of mil­
lions of people over the many decades to what we understand as 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism,. Yet the Manifesto has lost none ofits 
rel!vance for today. ' 

1 

The Committee of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement calls 
upon the parties and organisations of RIM, together with other Marx­
ist-Leninist-Maoist forces, to use this 150th anniversary to take ffP 
the study and promotion of the Communist Manifesto, to use tws 
anniversary as an opportunity to boldly promote our communist ~­
sion among the masses, apd to discuss and deepen our own und~r­
standing of our scientific ideology and the historic mission of the 
proletariat. · '. 
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Paris, 1848. "Revolutions are the locomotives of history" - Karl Marx 

15Qth Anniversary 

The· Story of the 
Communist Manifesto 
Revolutionary Worker (Voice of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA), No. 936, December 14, 1997 
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In mid-February 1848, a new com- centers of the continent. Small cores communism. All the powers of old 
munist pamphlet rolled off the presses of revolutionary activists were waiting Europe have entered into a holy alli­
of a small printshop on London's for a high-powered declaration that ance to exorcise this spectre .... It is high 
Bishopsgate. It was written in German could guide their work and rally the time that Communists should openly, 
and entitled Manifest der masses of people to a thoroughgoing in the face of the whole world, publish 
Kommunistischen Partei. Copies were revolutionary movement. their views, their aims, their tendencies, 
rushed off to the mainland of Europe. The bold opening lines of this pam- and meet this nursery tale of the spec­
Uprisings and disturbances had broken phlet threw down a challenge: "A spec- tre of communism with a manifesto of 
out in most of the main population tre is haunting Europe--the spectre of the party itself." 
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This work was quickly translated contented forees. Technology and pro- ley. One acqoaintance described this 
into many languages of Europe and the • duction was being revolutionized. The young Marx as "domineering, impetu­
Americas. In English it became known so-called "factory $ystem" had been ous, passionate, full of boundless self­
as the Communist Manifesto. Jn one developed in a few new industrial areas confidence, but at the same time deeply 
early English version, published in of England, and its brutal sweatshops earnest an<I learned, a restless dialec-
1850, the previously unknown authors were being copied here and there on tician ... " 
were listed for the first time: Karl Marx the mainland of Europe. Children as In 1843, after the Rheinische 
and Frederick Engels. · young as 9 were often pressed into the Zeitung was suppressed, Marx went 

While countless other documents - mills, working 60, or even 72, hours a into exile in France, which was then 
and manifestos of those days lie for- week. Sharecropping peasants were the center of revolutionary activity in 
gotten and dust-covered in library ar- being driven off their land by new capi- Europe. . 
chives, this Manifesto lives, studied in- talist pressures in agriculture, and some · Engels, born in 1820, was a self­
tensely in ghettos, jungle base areas, were becoming part of a new, rebel- educated high school dropout from a 
and even classrooms all over the lious class-the modern proletariat. wealthy German capitalist family. In 
world-still inspiring and training one And there were early signs of a new 1842, he was sent to Manchester, Eng­
new revolutionary generation after an- revolutionary upsurge. In July 1830, land to work in his family's thread 
other. Paris erupted into street fighting and manufacturing business. In those days, 

The CommuniW Manifesto is the vi- barricades. In 1831, silk weavers of he later wrote, his mind was filled with 
sionary founding docu~ent of the mod- Lyon marched out of their sweatshops revolutionary songs of the Frenih revo-
em communist movement. It is the singing: lotion and he longed for the reappear-
opening statement of that scientific ide- · ance of the guillotine of Paris' famous 
ology now known as Marxism-Lenin- "When our rule arrives Red Terror. 
ism-Maoism. In honor of its 150th an- When your rule shall end In England, Engels saw the most 
niversary, here is the story of how the Then we shall weave the shroud of advanced capitalist developments 
Manifesto came to be. the old world firsthand-the powerful industrial 

Rise, like lions after slumber, 
In unvanquishable number, 
shake your chains to earth like dew, 
Whic1i in sleep has fallen on you. 

Listen! Revolt is rumbling." means of production, and the bitter 
slums and epidemics of the new fac­

Ten years later, there were so many tory towns. He had studied England's 
"bread-riots" that the decade started to Chartists-one of the first mass move­
be called "The Hungry Forties." ments of workers. Engels hated capi-

~ Ye are many, they are few! 
-- -Percy Shelly's tribute to 

Meanwhile, the most radical forces talism and saw clearly that it was rap­
were creating a 'new movement they idly transforming the old world. 
called "communism." They dreamed of Together, Marx and Engels worked 
sharing society's wealth and abolish- to create a new cutting-edge synthe­
ing class distinctions. This early com- sis-based on a deep study of politics, 
monism was a mix of brilliant insights, economics, history and philosophy. 
impractical "utopian" wishes and dar- Their scientific approach lifted com­
ing deeds. Some early communists monism out of utopian daydreams into 
thought communal movements could the breathtaking world of practical 
gradually educate humanity in new politics. 

i Manchester workers who faced 
~ government tro_ops in 1819 
a: 
:t 
e 
Q 

~ 

~ 
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The communist .movement in the 
mid-1840s needed a unifying new 
manifesto-badly. Society was chang­
ing rapidly and the old revolutionary 
doctrines, copied and adapted from the 
great French bourgeois revoh.ition of 
1789, just weren't cutting it anymore. 
In some ways, these had been diffi­
cult times for revolutionaries. The 
great French revolution had ended in 
defeat. It was first betrayed from 
within-by Napoleon Bonaparte who 
dared crown himself emperor. Then 
France was crushed from without­
in 1815, its armies were defeated by 
the combined forces of Europe's feu­
dal monarchies. For decades, the 
"Holy Alliance" of victorious mon­
archs kept the· people in a brutal grip: 
kings and princes were restored, revo-
1 utionary anti-monarchist politics 
were suppressed, borders were closely 
watched, .spies and snitches were 
everywhere. 

But while the reactionary powers 
seemed triutnphant---intense changes 
in the economy were unc:lemiining their 
power and creating powerful new dis-

ways without a violent overthrow of 
the old order. Others thought that small 
conspiracies could change society 
without deep roots among the masses 
of people. 

Increasingly, these plans and meth­
ods proved unsatisfying. And two 
young German revolutionaries started 
to gain a following because of their 
powerful new analyses. Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels had teamed up in 
Brussels to figure out a road to com­
munist revolution. 

Each brought powerful strengths to 
their partnership. Karl Marx, born in 
1818, had closely and critically inves­
tigated all the different revolutionary 
theories and philosophies of the times. 
As a journalist for the progressive 
Rheinische Zeitung, he started a de­
tailed ~nalysis of the politics and con­
flicts of his times-especially the lives 
of peasants in Germany's Rhine val-

NEW COMMUNIST __ 
ORGANIZATION, NEW 

COMMUNIST MANIFESTO 

"Propaganda on the quiet has also 
borne fruit-every time I ·go to Co­
logne, or drop into a pub here, I find 
fresh progress, new converts. The Co­
logne meeting worked wonders: gradu­
ally one discovers separate communist 
groups which developed quite unno­
ticed and without direct assistance from 
us ... People's minds are ready and we 
must strike, because the iron is hot." 

.... From an 1845 letter written by 
Frederick Engels to Karl Marx 

duriffg a trip to Germany 

Starting in 1846, Marx and Engels 
worked to hook *I> with the many dif­
ferent communist groups emerging in 
Europe. One of the most promising was 
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Marx and Engels watching the newspaper Neue Rheln/sche Zeltung come off the press. 

the "League of the Just" in London, 
which had a few hundred members, 
including many revolutionary German 
exiles. This League was interested in 
the writings of Marx and Engels and, 
on th~ir suggestion, reorganized as the 
Communist League. Marx (who did not 
attend the founding congress) struggled 
with them to change their old slogan 
"All Meri are Brothers"-saying that 
there were men whose brother he did 
not desire to be. Their new battle cry 
became "Proletarians of All Countries 
Unite." 

A comrade described Marx and 
Engels in those days: "Marx was then 
still a young man, about 28 years old, 
but he greatly impressed us all. He was 
of medium height, broad-shouldered, 
powerful in build and energetic in his 
deportment.. .. His speech was brief, 
convincing and compelling in his 
logic .... Marx had nothing of the 
dreamer about him .... Frederick 
Engels, Marx's spiritual brother, 
was ... slim, agile, with fair hair and 
mustache, he was more like a smart 

young lieutenant of the guard than a 
scholar." 

In September 1847, the new Com­
munist League produced a draft "Com­
munist Confession of Faith." It was an 
old-style utopian document based on 
principles divorced from real life, and 
modeled on a religious catechism. 
Marx and Engels refused to endorse 
it. Engels arranged to have himself as­
signed to write a new draft. 

In October, Engels passed this 
draft on to Marx, and made a sugges­
tion: "I believe that the best thing to 
do is to do away with the catechism 
form and give the thing the title: Com­
munist Manifesto. We have to bring 
in a certain amount of history, and the 
present form does not lend itself to this 
very well." Engels suggested that the 
manifesto deal with questions of party 
organization, but only, he cautioned, 
"in so far as it should be made pub­
lic." 

Marx and Engels went together to 
the second congress of the Communist 
League-and for 10 days in Novem-

ber and December of 1847, the con­
gress debated their startling new ap­
proach to communist politics. Their ~ 
proposals were accepted. ~ 

The Communist League replaced -
their old program of agitating for a ~ 
"community of goods" and adopted a 
much more sweeping and hard-edged 
goal: "The overthrow of the bourgeoi-
sie, the domination of the proletariat, 
the abolition of the old bourgeois so­
ciety based on class antagonism, and 
the establishment of a new society 
without classes and without private 
property." 

A communist organization had 
come together along new lines, and 
Marx was turned loose to finish writ­
ing its manifesto. He set to work in 
Brussels-with his usual painstaking 
precision and depth. His comrades in 
London became impatient. R~volution 
had broken out in Milan and Palermo, 
and the comrades needed their new 

. manifesto out on the streets. In Janu­
. ary 1848 they sent Marx a deadline: if 

he didn't finish the manifesto by Feb-
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ruary 1, "further measures will be ~ ing Omnnunist League. They set them- Marx answered that their threats 
taken." Marx finished in early Febru- selv~ the task of reaching the broad "would achieve absolutely nothtng 
ary 1848 and rusb~_!he manuscript to mass~ and leading them to makerevo- with me." The soldiers suddenly real­
London. 

4 
lutioit. Engels later wrote: "We were ized that Marx had a pistol sticking out 
no good at-aying in the wildem~ we of his pockel They lost their cool and 
had studied the utopians too well for lefl Engels later joked that the Prus­
that." sian garrison had 8,000 armed men-

A WEAPON FOR THE 
STRUGGLE 

"The philosophers have only inter­
preted the world in various ways, the 
point is to change iL" 

-Karl Marx, 1845 

The Manifest der KolJl­
munistischen Partei appeared in mid­
February as the official program of the 
Communist League. A few days later, 
an uprising broke out in Paris, driving 
the French king from power. Within 
weeks, the revolution the communists 
had expected spread to Vienna and 
Berlin. Within months, governments 
had toppled in an area that stretched 
across the very core of the continent. 

Marx and Engels' Manj,festo was 
enthusiastically received. The small 
communist trend across Europe now 
bad a high cahl>er weapon to take into 
battle. The Manifesto was quickly 
translated from German into English, 

~ French, Polish and Danish. 
._ The worried Belgian police ar-
1 d °' reste Karl Marx. Jenny Marx was ar-
.,. rested looking for her husband and 
! jailed on charges of homelessness. 
=t They.were expelled from Belgium and e moved to Paris. Marx and Engels re­
Q organized the central committee of the 
~ Communist League, and founded a e German Workers' Club which soon 
:ao had 400 members. Everyone's eyes 
~ were turning to Germany. Engels 

wrote: "things are going very well in­
deed, riots everywhere ... " 

In early April, Marx and Engels 
slipped across the border into Ger­
many-which at that time was made 
up of many semi-independent states, 
dominated by the kingdom of Prussia. 
They smuggled with them 1,000 cop­
ies of the Communist Manifesto which 
had just arrived from London. 

Mal'X and Engels set up their op-
. erations in Cologne, where the revolu­

tionary movement was most advanced. 
The local Communist League had 
grown to 8,000 members in just the last 
few months-but it was dominated by 
a rightist line that limited the workers 
ta wage demands, and even supported 
calls for a constitutional monarchy. 
Marx founded his own revolutionary 
organimtion that soon replaced the fad-

By June 1, 1848, Marx and Engels while the "fortress" of the NRZ was 
were publishing a revolutionary daily, armed with only a few bayonets, some 
the Neue Rheinische Zeitung (NRZ- cartridges and the red hats of its type­
New Rhinelalid Tunes). It bounded the setters. 
monarchies of Europe· and roused the By late spring of 1849, the Prus­
masses for a radical democratic revo- sian military tightened its occupation 
lutian against feudalism and the autoc- of the Rhineland, and people fought 
racy. This NRZ achieved a circulation back. Engels fought at the barricades 
of about 5,000, one of the largest in in his nearby hometown of Elberfeld. 
Germany. On May 9, Marx got orders from the 

In Prussia, the revolution never sue- police 'chief to leave the country within 
ceeded in toppling the monarchy. The 24 hours. His}~ documents bad ex­
masses rose up in repeated waves dur- pired, making him an undocumented 
ing 1848 and 1849. Government offers foreigner. The police chief accused him 
of elections coopted the bourgeois op- of "shamefully violating our bospital­
position, while the Prussian army ad- ity" with his calls "for contempJ.of the 
vanced on revolutionary centers. existing government, for its violent 

In September, a mass meeting overthrow, and for the establishment 
elected Marx, Engels and several of of a social Republic." 
their supporters to posts on a "Com- With all its editors facing exile or 
mittee of Public Safety," named after arrest, the NRZ could not continue. 
the revolutionary organs of power . Marx published a last issue on May 18, 
which had executed the French aristo-

11 

printed completely in red ink. Marx's 
crats 50 years earlier. On September last words mocked the authorities who 
25, the authorities sent out troops to masked their bloody suppression with 
arrest key leaders. The NRZ and all fancy excuses: "What use are your 
allied political organizations were hypocritical phrases that strain after 
banned. A wanted poster was put out impossible subterfuges? We are ruth­
for Engels. He and several other NRZ less too and we ask for no considera­
writers escaped across the border and tion from you. When our tum comes 
laid low for a couple of months. we will not offer excuses for our Ter-

Marx had played a leading role, but ror." 
had not been a spokesman in the pub- Twenty thousand copies of this 
lie meetings. The authorities had no soon-famous "Red Issue" were printed. 
evidence to link him with the "con- For years copies passed from hand to. 
spiracy." So while others had to leave, hand among revolutionary workers in 
Marx stayed behind in Cologne and Europe and North America-often to­
almost single-handedly restarted the gether with the Communist Manifesto. 
NRZ in defiance of the military au- As the counterrevolution advanced, 
thorities. Marx was soon put on trial Marx and Engels retreated south, along 
himself. A jury acquitted him after his the Rhine. Unable to stay any longer 
sweeping political defense, while a without papers, Marx went to Paris 
powerful crowd in the courtroom where, under a false name, he plunged 
threatened to free him by force. into the struggle. 

In December, Marx reached a radi- 11 Engels stayed in Germany and 
cal new conclusion: The bourgeoisie jpined the armed struggle against the 
had proven incapable of leading the advancing Prussian army. He fought in 
revolution to overthrow feudalism and four battles before being driven across 
the monarchies. If the working class the border into Switzerland. In a letter 
did not lead the movement forward it to Jenny Marx, he claimed that "the 
would fail. whistling of bullets is quite a trifling 

On March 2, Prussian soldiers l))atter," and bragged that no one would 
came to Marx's home armed with 11~ able to say that the communists 
sabers. They demanded that Marx tum ~~dn 't stood· their ground when the 
over one of bis writers, saying that oth- fighting got heavy. 
erwise things would "tum out badly." ~ 

1 
The May events marked the end of 

·' 



this period of revolution in Germany. 
Government repression went on for 
years. One revolutionary poet de­
scribed how people would be startled 
in their homes by the sudden gunfire 
of death squads executing revolution­
aries. People found carrying the Com­
munist Manifesto were arrested on the 
spot. 

A MANIFESTO FOR ·A NEW 
WORLD MOVEMENT 

Marx and Engels regrouped in England 
where they worked to reestablish com­
munist organization and planned a new 
revolutionary organ. Marx was 31 
years old, Engels was not yet 30. 

Marx had learned much by the in­
tense revolutionary practice of 1848-
49. The proletarian revolutions, he 
wrote, "criticize themselves constantly, 
interrupt themselves continually in 
their own course, come back to the ap- . 
parently accomplished in order to be­
gin it afresh, deride with unmerciful 
thoroughness the inadequacies, weak­
nesses and paltrinesses of their first at­
tempts, seem to throw down their ad­
versary only in order that he may draw 
new strength from the earth and rise 
again, more gigantic, before them, re­
coil ever and anon from the indefinite 
prodigiousness of their own aims, un­
til a situation has been created which 
makes all turning back impossible, and 
the conditions themselves cry out: Hie 
Rhodus, hie saltal Here is the rose, 
here dance/" 

After 1848, comn;mnism was no 
longer a "spectre~' but a real flesh-and­
blood international movement. And the 
Communist Manife$to emerged as its 
most prized and influential document, 
Engels later wrote that the Manifesto 
laid down "the line of action" for com­
munists to fight "as one common army 
under one and the same flag." 

Exactly because the Manifesto em­
bodied a materialist analysis, and rep­
resented a living synthesis, different 
parts of the document seemed dated 
when Marx and Engels looked back on 
them years later. Over the last 150 
years the world has changed in many 
ways, and there has been a wealth of 
new revolutionary experience to sum 
up-extending and deepening the un­
derstanding of communists in many 
qualitative ways. 

But still, for all that, the core of this 
remarkable Comntlµlist Manifesto-its 
inethod of materialist dialectics, its vi-

sionary conclusions about the possibil­
ity of abolishing classes, its analysis 
of the historic mission of the new ris­
ing proletarian class-has maintained 
its freshness, power and truth over 150 
years .. 

In the Communist Manifesto, Marx 
and Engels had pointed~y said: ''The 
Communist ~volution is the most radi­
cal rupture with traditionaJ property re­
lations; no wonder that its development 
involved the most radical rupture with 
traditional ideas." 

Three years . later, in the wake of 
1848, Karl Marx returned to this 
theme, summing up that communism 
"is the declaration of the permanence 
of Qie revolution,· the class dictatorship 

· of the proletariat as the necessary tran­
sition point to the abolition of clasS dis­
tinctions generally, to the abolition of 
all the relations of production on which 
they rest, to the abolition of all the so­
cial relations that correspond to these 
relations of production, to the revolu­
tionizing of all the ideas that result from 
these social relations." 

These two Marxist concepts, re­
ferred to by Maoists as "the two radi­
cal ruptures" and "the four alls," re­
main central to our understanding of 
the profound changes involved in the 
worldwide process of communist 
revolution. 

In 1869, a Russian edition of the 
Communist Manifesto, translated by 
Bakunin, appeared in Switzerland and 
was smuggled across borders into the 
Tsar's kingdom. When the working 
class seized power for the first time !_n 
the brief Paris Commune of 1871, the 
Communist Manifesto became the 
guide for a new revolutionary genera­
tion across Europe and North America. 
Many communists were now calling 
themselves "Marxists." .. 

In the U.S., several versions of the · 
Manifesto were published in the 1870s, 
including by Albert Parsons, a leader 
of Chicago's revolutionary workers 
who figured prominently in the famous 
Haymarket events. In 1882, a new Rus­
sian edition appeared to train the gen­
eration of Marxists who prepared the 
ground for Lenin's Bolshevik Party. 

Seventy years after the Manifesto 
was written, the revolutionary prole­
tariat seized and held power for the first 
time-in 1917 in Russia. This historic 
victory proved in practice many of the 
key ideas of the Manifesto. And at the 
same time, this new siate power meant 
that .. Marxist works became· available · 
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for the first time around the world. A 
hundred years after the writing of the 
Communist Manifesto, the communist 
leader Mao Tuetung was aboutto seize 
nationwi~e powetin China and wrote: 
''The salvoes of the October Revolu­
tion brought us Marxism-Leninism." 

During the 20th century, the Com­
munist Manifesto has been translated 
into virtually every written language on 
earth-and eagerly studied by millions 
seeking a way to liberation. For 150 
years, this Communist Manifesto has 
been smuggled and hunted, banned and 
cherished. It is a living example of 
ideas transforming material reality. 
Thi& work ha& literally shaped human 
history and influenced the lives of hun­
dreds of millions of people. Its impact 
is a testimony to the power of the sci­
entific ideology that guides the prole­
tariat's struggle to emancipate human­
ity. As we approach the end of the 20th 
century, the closing words of the Com­
m,unist Manifesto still stand out as a 
credo for all those who hate· oppres­
sion: 

''The Communists disdain to con-
ceal their views and aims. They openly 
declare that their ends can be attained 
only by the forcible overthrow of all )Ii 
'existing social conditions. Let the rul- ~O 
ing classes tremble at a communist 
revolution. The proletarians have noth- i!! 
ing to lose but their chains. They have O 
a ·world to win." a 
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Document 

Mao is in 
Lives, Fights, Wins 

"and 
Keeps W·inning ! 

By the Communist Party of Turkey (Marxist-Leninist) [TKP (ML)] 

II 

The folloWtng article was first published is a struggle between two roads and cause of the existence of the party and 
in 1997 in the September 1-15 and 16- two classes, and that it is not clear the state the relations of production 
30 issues of Ha/kin Gunlugu, the news- which class is going to· win in the pe-: carmot be completely solved until 
paper of the Communist Party of Tur- riod of socialism. Because of this,. cotnmunism is achieved world-wide. 
key (Marxist-Leninist) [TKP (ML)]. Maoism is the flag of the international As long as the party and the state con-

i On the 9th of September 1976 we 
~ physically lost Mao Tse-tung. How­
... ever, Maois~ still lives and fights as 
! the leader of the proletariat and op­
~ pressed people in the world. To com­

proletariat in the struggle for commu- · ·· trol public ownership, this is still a 
nism. The Cultural Revolution is the long way from real public ownership. 
starting point in the international Whatever our desires, this is the una-

memorate Mao means to defend and 
apply Maoism, which is a principle 
for each Maoist, otherwise one can­
not be a communist and it is not pos­
sible to achieve victory. 

After Mao's death, the problems 
of the proletarian revolutionary move­
ment in the world, the international 
communist movement and the revo­
lutionary movement's position have 
shown us the importance of Mao's 
leadership. Those who criticised Mao 
after his death, such as Enver Hoxha 
(who never spoke a word of criticism 
while Mao w~ still alive), actually 
saluted Khrushchev. History shows us 
their true nature and also the impor­
tance of the leadership of Maoism. 

Maoism is against imperialism, its 
puppets and every typ_e of reactionary 
in the world; in the struggle for com-

. munism it represents the highest 
stage. Developments in the world con­
firm the scientific character of Mao­
ism. We lost our socialist countries, 
whieh in itself confirms the scientific 
charaeter of Maoism - that socialism 

struggle for communism and in de- voidable reality. . 
termining whether communism is ac- The new bourgeoisie under social­
tually being defended. Although the ism are mainly concentrated in the 
forms are different in each country, the party and state and gain- their strength 
essence is the same. Already there is from the contradictions of socialism. 
a generation of communists who have The new bourgeois bureaucrats such 
struggled against revisionism and op- as Khrushchev, who hide behind so­
portunism by grasping and wielding cialist masks, show us this reality. 
this scientific method of Maoism. ··Now that everyone can see the dan-

After all this, it is clear to anyone ger of capitalist restoration and the 
who wants to grasp it, both before and theory of "no bourgeoisie under social­
after the seizure of power, that it is ism" is bankrupt, it is clear that the 
necessary to oontinue the revolution main danger comes from the newly 

· under the dictatorship of the prole- formed bourgeoisie in the party and 
tariat. Those who defend the theory the state. To sum up, the state is an 
that there are no classes and no hour- instrument of one class over anothc;r. 
geoisie under socialism are bankrupt. This is the case even during social­
It has been seen that even socialist ism and under proletarian power. Un­
ownership of the productive forces has forWnately, the "classless socialism" 
not solved the problem of who is go- theory denies the scientific Leninist 
ing to win. During the whole period theory about the state by saying that 
of socialism, which is the struggle the proletarian state's task is merely 
from capitalism through to commu- to defend against the imperialists and 
nism, there is the basis for capitalism outside attacks against the socialist 
to be restored, even though there is county. It is true that the proletarian 
proletarian power. The bourgeoisie state. :defends the socialist country 
and the basis for its regeneration con- agai«st imperialist invasion, but 
t,inue to exist. Under socialism, even mainly its task is to solve all the con­
tbough the relations of public owner;. tradictions in socialist society, in par­
ship have been greatly advanced, be- ticulltt the antagonistic ones, although 



the forms and methods vary. Because 
of this, proletarian power is an instru­
ment to continue the proletarian revo­
lution. Under the power of the new 
bourgeoisie, who get their strengt~ 
from the seeds of capitalism within 
socialism, there would be a U-turn on 
the path towards communism. Also 
there is the danger from the old bour­
geoisie who have been overthrown but 
still exist. I . 

The only guarantee that the power 
of the oppressed people will be used 
for communism is the Maoist line. 
Under socialism, "from each accord­
ing_ to their work" is still a kind of 
bourgeois economy, and the transi­
tion to "to each according to their 
needs" and the withering away of the 
state require proletarian power and 
the Maoist line. It is then possible to 
involve and get the right of control 
for oppressed people directly. Like 
other problems, the state and bour­
geois right is a result of the nature of 
socialism as a transitional society. 
Under socialism, we must not delay 
the tasks of eliminating class society 
and placing the state in the museum 
of antiquities until we reach the stage 
of"from each according to their abil­
ity, to each according to their needs." 
We cannot leave this aside and say it 
is not a task for the present. Has not 
the leadership of the Great Proletar­
ian Cultural Revolution shown us 
this? We have nothing to say to the 
bourgeoisie who do not want to see 
this. The funeral of the so-called "so­
cialists" has already buried the social­
imperialists, social-fascists and bour­
geois democrats. What can we say 
except "God help them!" We under­
stand the revisionist line against 
Maoism, but we cannot understand 
revolutionaries and democrats who 
wallow in a revisionist ideological 
situation - and we accept our task to 
liberate them from this. But. they 
themselves have to accept the treat­
ment. As Marx pointed out, nobody 
can help those who refuse to learn 
from their experiences and mistakes. 

To grasp the rudiments of the sci­
entific method and understand reality 
it is first necessary to toss aside inde­
cision and prejudice. A picture of the 
proletarian science demonstrates this 
to us. Under proletarian leadership, 
the proletarian power still contains the 
leadership-led contradiction between 
the party and the masse8. If we want 
to use the proletarian power as an in-

strument to advance to communism, 
then the Maoist ideological and po­
litical line is indisputably needed. The 
party and the proletarian power are a 
result of the old division of labour. 
Although. the party represents the in­
terests of the proletariat and the la­
bouring people, and plays a decisive 
role as the vehicle in leading the 
masses to seize power, there is still the 
leadership-led contradiction betWeen 
the party and the ~tate on the one hand 
and the broad masses of people on the 
other. The contradictions between 
mental and· manual labour, between 
leadership and led, and between the 
town and countryside form the reality 
of socialism as a transitional society 
for the entire period between capital­
ism and communism. These· contra­
dictions are the result not of chance, 
but of the economic and social base. 
This is also the basis of alienation. 
Even the proletarian power has a bour­
geois. side to it because of this. Dur­
ing the revolutionary tran~formation 
of the economic, political and cultural 
arenas, the Maoist ideological and 
political line is important and neces.;. 
sary to transform this bourgeois side. 

The Cultural Revolution is our flag 
in our struggle against all the kinds 
of bourgeoisie. With the outlook of the 
Cultural Revolution, it is possible to 
lead the people in the struggle against 
the bourgeoisie and their bureaucracy, 
to lead the masses to supervise the 
party and state, to enable people to dis­
cuss and organise themselves under 
the leadership of the vanguard, to cre­
ate a lively political and ideological 
atmosphere in which to grasp ·and 
understand experience under Maoist 
leadership, and to create great initia­
tive. To be a vanguard leadership re­
quires a science that enables people .. 
to see the correct way forward. With 
the outlook of the Cultural Revolution, 
the party and state, which are rem­
nants of class society, can serve the 
broad ·masses. Bureaucracy chokes 
people's initiative, but the proletarian 
vanguard is a lever to break the chains. 
The role of leading people is not to 
issue orders but to bring together peo­
ple's struggles to achieve the· goal. 

With the Great Proletarian Cul­
tural Revolution and Maoism: 

A: Socialism, as a transitional so­
ciety, showed that class struggle, the 
struggle between the two roads and the 
political, ~nomic and social strug­
gle ne~d~d the Great Proletariap 
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Cultural Revolution. 
B: Socialism showed us the role 

of the party and state and the dangers 
associated with them, and it showed 
the importance of id~logical and po­
litical line and the necessity of the van­
guard for revolutionary transforma­
tion in practice. 

C: Maoists emphasise the masses' 
role in making revolution and the role 
of the vanguard, and they fight against 
the mistakes of those who see the 
masses' role only in production and 
who see themselves as experts in poli­
tics and economics. 

D: The principle and the essence 
of dialectical materialism stands 
against those who only have a me­
chanical grasp of the relationship be­
tween consciousness and matter, the 
transformation of matter into con­
sciousness and· of consciousness into 
matter. Because of this, Maoism is 
against those who only grasp in awl-
gar materialist way the relationship 
between the superstructure and the 
economic base and between econom-
ics and politics. It criticises the line 
of "classless socialism" and of the 
monolithic party and society. It has 
explained in practice the causes of the ~ 
contradictions between the vanguard o~ 
and tbe masses, between mental and 
manual labour,-and between urban and i5! 
rural, which are th.e.,~bouigeois laws t1 
and problems operating: in society. a 

E: In his works "On:.the Ten Great ;1E 
Relationships" and "'A Critique of 5! 
Soviet Economics", Mao criticises and _. 
exposes in practice the revisionists ~ 

.. who do not understand the relation- ~ 
ship between heavy industry, agri,cul- t 
ture and light industry, between cen-
tral planning and local initiative, .and 
the importance of the role of the van­
guard in leading the ·broad masses. 

In short, with Maoism, in the fields 
of economics, philosophy and scien­
tific socialism, our science has reached 
a qualitatively higher stage. Mao nei­
ther tailed behind the masses nor stood 
in front of them barking orders; nei­
ther did he deny the role of the van­
guard like a liberal, nor was he a bu­
reaucrat issuing orders; he was not for 
vulgar central planning, nor did he 
defeml free-market economics, which 
denies the role of the central united 
leadership. He was a concrete exam­
ple of the dialectical relationship be­
tween centralisation and decentralisa­
tion. He was radically critical of bu­
reaucratic centralisation and anarcho-
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trade-unionism. He saw the complex 
political, social and eeonomic aspects 
of socialism. When he mentioned the 
n~ity foliteavy industry, he did not 
forget about the need for light indus­
try· also: This line did not cause chaos 
in China, with its population of over 
one billion people. It is only with a 
Maoist line that it is possible to lead 
people to participate in production and 
for the masses of labourers to actively 
participate in leading society forward 
and to fully supervise the party and 
state. 

Mao's line towards the People's 
Army was that it should be a dynamic 
army that participates in production 
and carries out revolutionary tasks; not 
a bureaucratic army th~t is indiffer­
ent to the interests of the people. He 
knew that an army was a necessity, 
but not the aim. Mao's leadership did 
not deny the need for an army yet also 
organised the masses' into people's 
militias. · 

WE SAWTE MAOISM UNDER 
THE LEADERSHIP OF THE 

GREAT PROLETARIAN 
CULTURAL REVOWTIONI 

Each democracy is a class power. 
Each ~wer is a democracy. There is 
no democracyjtbat is above class 

3 power. Tbjsr.mea.rui Jtbat every state is 
~ an· instrumen~•dictatorship against e the other·c~ ·apart from the class 
Q it representS. 'Pot us, it is clear who 
iii! the proletarian democracy represents, 
o whom it dictates to and what its aim 
3t is. It is a democracy for the labourers. 
~ Under Mao's leadership, the aim is to 

seize power, to supervise and guaran­
tee the power and to continue to make 
revolution, and it is a total dictator­
ship over the bourgeoisie. It is ~ 
weapon to achieve the final goal of 
communism. It is most important who 
controls the organs of power in the 
period of socialism, which is a means 
of getting to communism. It is very 
important to have Maoist leadership 
to transform society towards commu­
nism and to represent the interests and 
rights of the people. If opportunism 
and revisionism control and lead the 
power, they will tum things back and 
restore capitalism. It .is our aim to es­
tablish the proletarian power, but it 
will net happen by itself without a 
communist vanguard. Those who,.pit 
the vanguard and the masses against 
each ether deny Maoist vanguard lead• 

ership and use a vulgar materialist one against the other. .~ 
philosophy and political economic The form is important but cannot 
method. The so-called "left" liberals, be put above the essence. Did not 
who try ... to send an invoice to -our sci- Khrushchev make use of the people's 
ence for the crimes of the "new" bour- ownership in the Soviet form? Yes, the 
geoisie who developed out of the form is important, but the essence is 
former socialist countries, are vulgar the key factor. This or that form can 
crooks. They·attack especially the role be used by the Khrushchev or Deng 
of the communist party under the die- revisionists, which means that if there 
tatorship of the proletariat, which we is no ~aoist line and vanguard lead­
cannot abandon. Their world outlook ership, the people's interests cannot 
prevents them from ~eeing the contra..: be represented and. guaranteed by the 
clictions in socialist society, which is form alone. 
a transitional period between capital- In the name of the struggle 
ism and C()mmunism. Because of their against bureaucracy, you cannot deny 
spontaneous outlook, they draw up a the vanguard role; otherwise, it 
profit-and-loss account for our science would be an :Oper~tion in giving 
and eve1i"reach the point of those who. power to tl;tp boufgeoisi~. 
say, '.'communism is dead and de- · The soLealled liberal "left" use the 
feated". Nonetheless, the communists Paris Commune example, but they use 
have of course made mistakes. its· weaknesses that need to be over-

When Mao explained the contra.; come. One of these weaknesses was 
dictions in socialist society he drew that there was not a eommunist van­
lessons from the mistakes of social- guard. Those who raise the historical 
ists and others on this question. ·He weaknesses of the Commune and en­
showed that the Great Proletarian shrine them as theory_ ~re inviting us 
Cultural Revolution was the way to into a tunnel without· a light! But 
continue the revolution until commu- Maoism is the sunlight on the road 
nism. He explained the basis for th'e and represents our scientific inherit­
development of the "new" bourgeoi- ance. It shows us how to defend the 
sie under socialism. He showed how Paris Commune with the people's 
habits, ideas and customs have caused commune under the leadership of the 
the masses to degenerate, and he party, how to exercise power through 
showed that the solution was ·to per- the method of the revolutionary com­
sist in carrying out the Great Prole- mittee, and how to lead people to par­
tarian Cultural Revolution, because it ticipate in production in practice, etc. 
has been seen that the bourgeoisie can Those who promote anarchism are 
exist and exercise control from within mere chatterboxes who cannot break 
the organs of the proletarian . power. with the system, but merely keep peo­
Because of that, it is necessary to revo- pie tied to it in theory and practice. 
lutionise the whole sphere of the su- Yesterday and today, we defend the 

· perstructure in the state power and Paris Commune as a milestone, but' 
society. Can we make revolution with- not like the anarchists. It is not enough 
out a party? The importance of the role today just to be a communist, to only 
of the vanguard is demonstrated in defend and accept the dictatorship of : 
leading the people to make revolution the proletariat, we must at the same · 
with the correct line. The liberal "left" time be· for the continuation of the 
use the mistakes and weaknesses of class struggle under the dictatorship 
the communists (such as not under- of the proletariat. It is very iptportant 
standing well enough the role of the to grasp, understand and apply this 
masses or the dialectical materialist in practice, such as the example of 
relationship between the vanguard and· ' continuing the Great Proletarian Cul­
the masses) to exaggerate the masses'·· tural Revolution. Of course dictator­
role and close their eyes to and turn ship does not only mean violence. The 
their back on the vanguard role. In a form of the proletarian dictatorship 
word, the revolution cannot go for- and whether the bourgeoisie are given 
ward with this theory because it fo- any rights at all (such as elections, 
cuses on the masses only. The initia· etc.) is entirely dependent on the spe­
tive of the revolutionnry masses needs cific conditions. We must understand 
a vanguard and is not opposed to it. · that the differences between the ex­
The synthesis that needs to be reached amples in the Soviet Union and 
is the unity of the communist van- China, in form but not in essence, are 
guard and the masses, not pitting the · 1 because of the differences in the spe-



cific conditions. 
The principle of continuing the 

revolution under the dictatorship of 
the proletariat cannot be denied. The 
remnants of capitalism under social­
ism ·are concrete phenomena, as 
shown by past experience. As Mao 
said, where the broom does not reach, 
the dust will remain; the dust does not 
vanish by itself. , , 

Therefore, it is not'enough merely 
to grasp the class struggle, we have to 
accept the need for proletarian dicta­
torship and carry it out in practice, 
from the perspective of carrying out 
the revolution under the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. Otherwise, the doc­
trine or theory of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat will be distorted. 

There are many people who join 
the communist party and proletarian 
power organisationally but who get 
their strength from the habits of the 
old society and who are not with the 
proletariat ideologically. These people, 
especially in the socialist period, use 
this to their own advantage, especially 
at leading levels of the party, while 
still raising the red flag. . 

Thus, we ourselves cannot avoid 
using dictatorship to halt the old and 
"new" bourgeoisie. For us, revolution 
is a right and a duty. It is right to rebel 
against reactionaries. But to carry out 
this right against the working people 
is to distort this. 

There are many attacks against the 
Cultural Revolution. It is very natural 
for the reactionaries to attack this· great 
political revolution under Mao's lead-

. ership, which has scared to death even 
· the biggest reactionary "Kings of 
Helli" 

What was expected of _the Cultural 
Revolution? Could the Cultural Revo­
lutionary Movement have ever 
avoided touching the bourgeoisi~ who 
had taken up positions of power in the 
proletarian state!? It is a revolution­
ary task to rebel against reactionar­
ies, and the Cultural Revolution has 
taught us how to do this. 

The liberal-left and their tears sup­
port the imperialists and their puppets 
who attack the Cultural Revolution for 
destroying the "new'' bourgeoisie by 
leading the revolutionary masses with 
Maoism. It is no surprise for us that 
the new liberal-left trend swears at the 
revolution and distorts the essence of 
the GPCR. In China, the poor peas­
ants, who rebelled against the big 
landlords and their pow~r, were 

looked down upon as rabble and a mob 
by their opponents. Also, for exam­
ple, during the 1996 Mayday demon­
stration in Istanbul, the liberal-left 
trade-union leader condemned the 
workers' rebellion against the police 
(in the same way as in China, 
ideologically). 

As Mao said about those who 
condemn the rebellion of the masses, 
they think revolution is a dinner 
party. Of course, in a revolutionary 
period, we do not say that there are 
no extremist or excessive acts or that 
we have no task to educate people, 
but any excesses there may be are 
not the principal factor or the es­
sence of the rebellion. 

It is a crime not. to strike at the 
reactionaries but to avoid them in­
stead. During the Cultural Revolution 
period, striking down capitalist­
roaders was a means, but it was not 
the aim. The aim was to change the 
world outlook of the people, to pro- . 
mote communism. Even Liu Shao-chi 
and Deng Xiao-~ing, who were the 
main targets of the Cultural Revolu­
tion, were not killed, putting the lie to 
the image of the. Cultural Revolution 
as excessively violent and bloodthirsty.: 
For the communist, the relation be­
tween the aims and the means of 
achieving them is a question of prin­
ciple and it must be explained to those 
who do not understand. We must ex­
plain that we have and we will con­
tinue to have a class enemy and op­
ponents, but we do not have any indi­
vidual enemy. Because of this outlook, 
even within our ranks we cannot make 
class struggle into an individual strug­
gle. We will nol'accept anything that 
is against our aims. For example, in­
human treatment of others, torture, the 
destruction of the environment, fi­
nancing struggle against the oppressed 
people and the proletariat, the drugs 
trade - all these are the tasks of the 
bourgeoisie. 

To sum up, in order to continue 
their regime the exploiters defend the 
reactionary pragmatic philosophy of 
using any means to continue their rule. 
The generation of the. Cultural Revo­
lution never said, "the party and power 
above all else". They used the party 
and state power for the freedom of the 
oppressed and poor people and as a 
weapon for achit;ving a classless so: 
ciety in order to cbange the world. The 
people's interest is alw@YS and every­
where the guiding principle. 'Fhe com-
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munists sti:uggled with the pragma­
tist philosophy of Deng Xiao-ping, 
which stated, "It doesn't matter if it is 
a black cat or a.white cat, as long as it 
catches mice..?~ To change the opinion 
of the masses1 we cannot avoid ideo­
logical struggle. We know that in all 
societies the dominant culture is that 
of the dominant class~ The Cultural 
Revolution means breaking with the 
old habits and customs and it is the 
key to achieving this. 

The revisionists think that the · 
Cultural Revolution was absolute ter­
ror. The imperialists and their pup­
pets claim that the revolution was 
against the people. It is very impor­
tant not to let anyone mix up who is 
an enemy and who is a friend in the 
revolutionary period, and to be able 
to actually defeat the enemy it is im­
portant to ·have unity with our friends 
while struggling over their mistakes 
and applying our class line. This is a 
question of principle. 

Using violence against the people 
is a crime and it wa8 not done in the 
GPCR. Any obstacle or barrier to un­
leashing the revolutionary enthusiasm 
and initiative of the people was cleared 
out of the way, and the GPCR was the ~ 
most excellent example of a people's ~ 
democracy in the history of the prole- 0 -
tarian revolution. i!! 

The Cultural Revolution cadres tJ 
were elected and supervised and collld a 
be removed from their positions by the ;e 
people. As we explained before, over- ;: 
turning people is a means, not the aim. ~ 
Even as applied to the revisionists, this ~ 
means changing their world outlook, ~ 
re-educating them, putting them into ~ 
production,. and having them super­
vised by1he people. 

For the masses, and for people who 
have made mistakes, it .is very impor­
tant for Maoist culture to "cure the 
sickness to save the patient" and to 
use their mistakes as an opportunity 
to educate them. For Maois~, apart 
from those people who cannot be cured 
or helped to advance, . we approach 
people "like a doctor''. Does a doctor 
have a right to shout at a sick patient? 
Such a "doctor" would not know his 

· duty and would be stupid. What is this 
, ·duty? ... To discover the patient's sick­

ness and then to carry out the appro­
priate treatment. As a matter of f~ct, 
some sectarians, who use force to un­
pose their ~uthority, criticise Mao as 
a liberal. However, Mao never avoided 
stniggling over rnistaJces. On the con-
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trary, Mao used the method ·of unity­
struggle-unity, both within the·party 
and in society, to struggle· over mis­
takes to reach a highef"'level of unity. 
The proud "high and mighty" bureau­
crats couldn't understand why Mao 
trusted 95% of the population as good 
and honest people. The haughty bu­
reaucrats never care about the sources 
of the mistakes and people's real con­
ditions. Those who think they never 
make mistakes and who have a furl-

. ous greed for god-like power become 
an enemy of all the people and take 
an aggressive line against the masses. 
In general, the main mistakes come 
from them. Lin Piao was a typical con­
crete example. He organised a gang­
ster clique supposedly to sharply con­
tinue the Cultural Revolution against 
Deng Xiao-ping, but in reality this 
served the Deng forces. Lin Piao was 
a "super-Maoist!" with the sl~gan 
"smash and burn everything!" Lin 
Piao carried out cheating and intrigues 
in bis personal fight for power. 

Using our science to solve the con­
tradictions in the party and society, 
what we must do and what we must 
not do is: 

~ "Practice Marxism, not revision­
.._ ism. Unite, don't split. Don't intrigue ! and conspire but be open, honest and 
~ above-board." 
! As Marx said about the character 
·~ of private property, it is always timid e and cowardly because. it has no soul. 

~ 
~ 
~ 

ON POLITICS 

Those who do not say anything 
about their history and literature can­
not learn and take lessons. Didn't 
"they" say that philosophy is not as 
simple as Mao explained in "On Con­
tradiction", "On Practice" and his 
other works on philosophy? The writ­
ings of the great Maoist, Ibrahim 
Kaypakkaya, in the 1972 Manifesto, 
which includes the Kurecik Area Re­
port and the worker-peasant move­
ment articles, .provide a very concrete 
and important example to be learnt 
from. · 

The masses cannot be led by ab­
stract directions. Power can be seized. 
only. through the conscious struggle 
of'the people to win power. We can­
not avoid leading people ourselves in 
the class stiiJggle with the correct line. 
Revolutionary war is a practical ex­
ample of how to achieve this. People's 
war and the new democratic revolu• 

lion have a dialectical relationship to 
carrying out 'these tasks for the new 
democratic ~power. When we say the 
people's war is not...only a military task, 
but also an economic, political and 
social task to carry out the revolution, 
we mean this. The relationship be­
tween war and politics explains this 
reality. Revolutionary war is a means 
of continuing· revolutionary politics. 
We must leave behind our weaknesses 
and deficiencies very quickly. During 
the preparation of the GPCR, the slo­
gan was raised to struggle against the 
"Four Old Things~. We must learn 
from this and bring it into our con­
crete practice. Weaknesses aild diffi­
culties are a unity .. 'of opposites with 
winning and the bright ·future. Once 
we analyse these correctly, everything 
can be solved. We must not be like 
those who only see the problems and 
difficulties but do not organise a solu­
tion or see the bright future nor like 
those who are too haughty and proud 
to see and overcome their own weak­
nesses. The GPCR cannot accept that 
there are problems with no solution. 
It is very clear for us what we must do 
and what we must not do. We will now 
discuss this. 

FACING THE ATTACKS 

The liberal attacks against the pro­
letariat and working people from the 
weapons of Kautsky and Bernstein are 
rotten bullets. They can only shoot 
themselves with these weapons. The 
liberals applaud democracy in the ab­
stract and swear at the powerful work­
ing people under the leadership of the 
proletariat, while at tHe same time they 
shed tears for any restrictions placed 
on the bourgeois classes. Today we 
understand better than yesterday the 
necessity to continue the revolution 
under the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat. We know the damage that the 
parties of the Second International 
caused. 

As for their Eurocentric view that 
grows out of the theory of the produc­
tive forces, which holds that the pro­
letariat should not try to seize power 
in countries where it is not the major­
ity of the population - they can keep 
this suggestion to themselves, to put 
it politely! Those who explain. capi­
talist restoration in the former social­
ist cpuntries by this Eurocentric theory 
are "civilised" ignoramJJses, and with 
this theory they are not going to see 

any revolution in their lifetimes! 
There are reformist evolutionaries 

within this system who are examples 
of how not to be revolutionary, i.e., 
the "new liberal left", who make 
propaganda for the "New World Or­
der", and who are·expecting to receive 
warmth and support from the imperi­
alists. We congratulate them on their 
reformism! For us, line is a guide for 
what ~e do in practice, and practice 
is principal. Thus, the· Leninist 
method means: 
t The unity of theory and practice. 
t That the content of actions, not 
slogans, is the essence. 
t That under the leadersh~p of the 
party, the masses must be prepared and 
aroused for revolutioK 
t That one must dare to learn .from 
experiences, mistakes and errors. 
t That one must always continue 
towards communism. · · 

We stand radically opposed to the 
Parties of the Second International and 
defend the Leninist understanding of 
the party, but we are not limited to this, 
as we have adopted the Maoist under-

. standing of the party, which has 
opened a new door. 

··· It is through this understanding 
and line that we fight against the un­
derstanding of the party and society 
as "monolithic". Through unity, strug­
gle and unity, struggle, persuasion and 
transformation, we can represent this 
line within the party and ·the masses 
and through this the struggle between 
the two roads and between right and 
wrong lines can be grasped. It is never 
possible to achieve absolute total unity 
within the party and society, and with­
out struggle it is not possible to be 
strong. We must understand this. Also, 
with our determination and our unity 
of action we can co-ordinate the prac­
tice in the party and under socialism. 
Tlte party is not a federation of rulers 
and landlords!" The Maoist party un- , 
derstanding is based on unity between 
the par~)' and the masses and i.s a 
mearis to enable the people to act 10 a 
vanguard way and to advance to a so­
ciety where there is lio further need 
for a party or state. 

MARXISM-LENINISM· 
MAOISM IS OUR GUIDEI 

Mao 'The-tung defended the inher­
itance df comrades Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin and under Mao's 
leadership the experience of the GPCR 



showed that our science had reached 
a new and qualitatively higher stage. 
The revisionists who do not under­
stand our proletarian science, which 
is the universal basis· for communism 
throughout the world, distort the 
GPCR as if the GPCR were only rel­
evant to China. 

When Mao explained the need to 
make Marxism particular to China, he 
indicated that we needed to wielCI our 
universal ideology and science and 
apply it to our particular situation. 
Because of the imbalance in this im­
perialist world we live in, the division 
between the oppressed nations and the 
oppressor nations, and other factors, 
the forms of the proletarian struggle 
in each country vary according to the 
concrete conditions. 

Marxism gives "concrete solutions 
to concrete problems". It is a science 
of action, and idealists who try to tum 
our science upside-down inevitably 
fail because our science has already 
been proven in practice. 

The great Maoist and leader of the 
proletariat and oppressed peoples in 
Turkey and Kurdistan, Ibrahim 
Kaypakkaya, applied Marxism-Lenin­
ism-Maoism to our concrete situation 
and illuminated our path with his red 
line. 

C.Omrade Mao Tse-tung, the leader 
of the international communist move­
ment, who analysed the seizure of 
power i~ the Soviet Union by the 
"new'' bourgeoisie, has forged a very 
sharp weapon for us. The GPCR is the · 
summit of our science. Without this 
understanding it is notpossible to be 
a proletarian revolutionary. 

"Political power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun." With this slogan from 

: Mao Tue-tung we see that although the ' 
forms of seizing power are different, 
revolutionary violence itself is a uni-
versal necessity. · 

The form of revolutionary violence 
necessary in the colonial and semi­
colonial countries is people's war; this 
is the cornerstone of a revolutionary 
line. Imperialism and its puppets, who 
with their theory and practice want to 
prevent proletarian revolution, attack 
the people's war as their main target. 
This fact alone shows us very clearly 
the necessity of people's war! 

Through Mao's strategy of peo­
ple's war under the leadership of the 
communist party, all kinds of mira• 
cles can be achieved; this stands op­
posed to those who become enslaved 

by and captive to the theory of the pro­
ductive forces and who believe that 
guns, not people, are principal. Mao 
showed that under the leadership of 
the communist party "people, not 
weapons, are decisive," and this illu­
minated our path. 

As Mao said, "The East wind will 
prevail over the West wind." He ex­
plained the concrete reality of the 
world we live in, as opposed to others 
who refused to recognise that the co­
lonial and semi-colonial countries are 
the "storm centre" of the world revo­
lution. Look at Peru, Turkey, The Phil­
ippines, Nepal and other examples .. 
. come off it, what more proof is 
needed! -

This Eurocentric so-called social­
ist understanding which distorts the 
proletarian world revolutionary strug­
gle also means preventing socialist 
revolution in the imperialist/capital­
ist countries. · 

The GPCR, in the socialist transi­
tion from capitalism to communism, 
is the means to continue the revolu­
tion and the dictatorship over the bour­
geoisie, and under the Maoist van­
guard leadership it is the flag of the 
revolutionary masses' line which is the 
basis for the revolutionary masses' 
initiative. 

Those who put machines and tech­
nology in command naturally do not 
want to understand Mao and refuse the 
line of putting revolution in command. 
The Maoist line is a necessity for those 
who want to march to communism. 
On the other hand, even for those who 
want socialism but who have not yet 
grasped this understanding, it is a 
strong possibility that they wi11 sit on 
the inequalities remaining among the 
people under socialism and become a 
"new" bourgeoisie, leading to the res­
toration of capitalism. Lenin repre­
sents real Marxism against those who 
defend the line of the Second Interna­
tional and hide their economist face 
with a "Marxist" mask. Lenin's line 
has illuminated the proletarian revo­
lution in the century of imperialism 
and proletarian revolution. The Great 
October Revolution, which opened the 
way for proletarian revolution this 
century, has smashed the Second In­
ternational 's revisionist productive 
forces theory~· This inheritance, and 
the GPCR, which is a qualitative leap 
in our science, enable us to understand 
the problems oftevolution deeply,;, 

The GPGR has shOwn us that dur-
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ing the period from capitalism to com­
munism classes exist and thus that the 
class struggle needs to continue. The 
class struggle does not come from out­
side but is based on the realities within 
socialist society. Before Mao, it was 
not possible to analyse these problems 
correctly. Knowledge depends on so­
cial conditions, it cannot be under­
stood in a straight-line way. The rela­
tionship between matter and con­
sciousness cannot and should not be 
understood in a mechanical material­
ist way, because in reality they are re­
lated dialectically. 

The followers of the Second Inter­
national perspective take a position 
against Maoism (and all the lessons 
learnt from socialist transformation, 
which has taken our science to a 
higher stage), and fight it with so­
called "Marxism". Our science has 
developed greatly through these expe­
riences, but revisionism does not want 
to understand this, despite reality. 

Even after socialist owne~hip of 
the means of production has been es­
tablished, it is still possible to re­
turn to capitalism. History proves it 
is Maoism that is correct, and not 
those J>ther views that say such a ). 
return is impossible. Who stands ~ 
against the view that capitalist res- 0 
toration is possible? i!! 

History is a witness for scientific t:J 
Maoism, not for those "civilised" ig- O 
noramuses who look down prejudi- ~ 
cially on the revolutions in the colo- :;e 
nial and semi-colonial countries, ..,. 
which are the driving force for revo- ~ 
lution around the world. .:: 

History has no! proven correct se 
those who say socialism is not possi-
ble in one country 'but it has proven 
correct the leadership of Lenin, Sta-
lin and Mao, who have carried out 
revolution successfully, and it has 
proven correct the science of Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism. 

The Khrushchev coup in the So­
viet Union and the other seizures of 
power by his puppets in Eastern Eu­
rope, as well as other problems in 
China which Mao has explained, show 
that: 

1) Socialism itself is a transitional 
society, ndt a stable society. Problems 
do not cease even after socialist trans­
formation and the establishment of 
socialist ownership relations. These 
two steps, socialist transformation and 
the establishment of socialist owner­
ship relations, are very important in 

0 
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removing the exploiting forces from " tinue to say that these countries are 
the ownership of production. But this ··socialist, but Maoism has won out be­
does not mean that .all the problems ~ = cause the modern revisionists have 
of the pn:fduction relations have been take,p their masks off and are now 
solved. Ther~ are still contradictions gathering under the flag of free-mar­
in the relations between the produc- ket, classical capitalism. 
ers, for example, between the leader- 2) For years we also explained that 
ship and led . . . . the problems of socialism, with its old 

Therefore, although the people's division of labour, its remaining in­
ownership is an important step to es- equalities and alienation, the contra­
tablish, this is still far from the real dictions between mental and manual 

. control of society (by the whole peo- labour, between urban and rural, etc, 
pie). This is. the reality of socialism,_ are remnants of the old society. We 
even with these important radical have also explained how we can re­
steps. In socialist society, it cannot be strict .these contradictions. Thus, we 
any other way. The old class (the hour- have explained many times the key 
geoisie) who have been smashed and role of ideological and political line, 
the danger they pose for seizing power the necessity of controlling the power, 
again can be understood by every or- and the importance of continuing the 
dinary person, but the main dangers revolution under the dictatorship of 
and sneaky attacks come from the the proletariat. So who won out? 
"new" bourgeoisie who are fed with Those who say that the old class has 
the contradictions ~thin socialist so- been overthrown, and the problem is 
ciety. The "new" bourgeoisie amass in finished? Or, Maoism? Again, it is 
the state and the party. Khrushchev, clear that Maoism has won out. 
Brezhnev and Deng are real concrete As we have said before, the organ­
examples of this. Now we would like ising principle of distribution under 
to ask: socialism (i.e. from each according to 

a) Which is correct? The line their ability, to each according to 1their 
which claims that the main dangers work) still has inequality within the 

~ come from the "new" bourgeoisie who apparent equality. By exercising con­·i are on the capitalist road? Or, the line trol over the question of whether or °' that claims the main dangers come not the definition of rights are to be 
.- only from imperialist invasion and obeyed, the state (as in the case of the 
! from the old ruling class which has economy) had a bourgeois side to it. 
~ been ov~rthrown? Which line has been That is to say: one of the aspects which e proven correct? constituted this state was bourgeois. 
Q Maoism has been proven correct. In any event, this was inescapable. It 
~ And as for those who still cling to their is therefore necessary to make sure 
o rotten revisionist weapons, what can that the revolution which defends the 
3t we say except that their revisionist line proletarian character of the political 
~ should be smashed over their heads! power.continues without interruption, 

b) The revisionist line defends the so as not to allow the bourgeois as­
"no bourgeoisie under socialism" line. pect of the state and of the economy 
They argue that there is no contradic- to develop in the wrong direction and 
tion between the bourgeoisie and the act ~ a bridge towards capitalist res­
proletariat under socialism. And they toration. Political power is a weapon 
do not want to know how this strug- to continue the revolution. It is a 
gle in the party and the state is pro- weapon to lead the people towards 
ceedin·g, because they do not want communism. The proletarian power 
them:selves to be identified. They por- does not reconcile classes. Our duty 
tray the bourgeoisie simply as the was the GPCR, which we carried .. out 
"old" bourgeoisie with their factory- in China and which stopped capital-
owner top-hats! ist restoration for 10 years. With what? 

Their class brothers, the modern With Maoism! ... But even dur-
revisionist, bureaucratic dictators, do ing the GPCR's successful days, we 
not ~y wbo won out, but we say that still said it was not clear who was go­
Maoism won out. ing to win~ So history has again pro~ed 

c) For years we have explained that that Maoism wo.1;t out. : ·: 
the bureaucratic baurgeois dictatoii- 3) It was "goulash socialism" ~at 
ships have used our science ~a mask was defeated, but because ordinary 
to mislead the masses. But the revi- people did not understand its nature 
sionists did not understand. They con- they reacted to this by reacting against 

. real socialism also. 
Maoist leadership is the flag of all 

the oppressed in the struggle to change 
the world to reach classless society. 
Especially today, when economism 
comes under the imperialist flag in the 
imperialist countries, the destiny of 
social chauvinists is surrender to im­
perialism. What about Maoism? ... 
Who is welcoming the bright future 
for the world? Aren't Munzur, and 
Ayacucho in the Andean mountains, 
the main strongholds? . 

The Cultural Revolution, as op­
posed to the economist line, is strug­
gling to change the world. Under the 
correct line, the masses are the force 
that is capable of solving any prob­
lem. nil'.s is the essence of the Maoist 
mass line. . 

The metaphysicians, who cover 
their faces with the mask of dialecti­
cal materialism, are in 'reality com­
pletely opposed to it. The essence of 
dialectical materialism is the unity of 
opposites in nature.and society. The 
philosophical idealistS who distort this 
essence are far from understanding 
that things are "lively, conditional and 
in motion" or the "unity and identity" 
of objects. Because of this, their think-

. ing is limited to seeing the tacti,cal 
strength of the reactionary forces, and 
they are blind to the strategic superi­
ority of the oppressed people. During 
the time of the Second International, 
in a "relatively voiceless" situation, 
they declared that revolution· was an 
imaginary ghost. 

KAYPAKKAYA'S LINE IS 
OUR VANGUARD! · 

Kaypakkaya was a great Maoist. 
The TKP (ML), which was a product 
of the GPCR and its founding leader 
Kaypakkaya, has deepened its under­
standing of Marxism-Leninism-Mao­
ism and carried it out in practice. Be­
cause of this, it has bee~ possible to 
raise high the TKP (ML) manifesto 
concerning both the short-term pro­
gramme of democratic revolution and 
the long-term programme of achiev­
ing communism. Kaypakkaya cannot 
be defended without defending Mao­
ism. On the contrary, defending any 
other line is a sham. 

Because of their vulgar mate~al­
ism and their positivist-economist 
understanding of political-economic 
relations, some people cannot under­
stand why the revolutionary proletar-



ian vanguard was a result of the stage with the GPCR under Maoist 
GPCR. leadership, and with the leadership of 

The fact that the class struggle Kaypakkaya, a new and qualitatively 
objectively comes from class society higher line in Turkey and Kurdistan 
is not open to discussion. The class in Turkey has been achieved. Before 
struggle is not due to anyone's will but . Kaypakkaya, the o.fficjal ideology of 
instead is. a result of humanity being the Turkish state, which is Kemalism, 
divided into classes. The formation of was recognised as a progressive inher­
the proletariat is a result of a particu- itance by the forces who call them­
Iar stage of development of human selves revolutionary democrats and 
society, in which the proletariat will "communists". Furthermore, the 
become the gravediggers Qf the hour- Kemalist repressive movement was 
geoisie. The aim of our conscious pro- recognised as a "progressive move­
letarian class struggle includes finally ment to smash reactionary fundamen­
removing the proletariat (along with talism". Even despite the important 
all other classes!) from the stage of radical actions of the THKO and the 
history. Ha proletarian class exists, it THKP-C in 1971, they were unable to 
explains the objective existence of the gain a correct understanding and 
proletarian parties. The party of the achieve a correct analysis of the char­
proletariat cannot be formed sponta- acter of the Turkish republic and its 
neously from the proletarian struggle, army, because of their outlqok. In the 
but results from the conscious prole- international arena in the battle be­
tarian revolutionary struggle. The tween MLM and revisionism, they 
party is a conscious weapon of the hold a middle line. This is their other 
revolutionary proletariat. With this. weakness. This movement considered 
weapon the proletariat can guide its the leadership of the modern revision­
struggle on the correct line, and can ist "new'' bourgeois dictatorship in the 
analyse, grasp, change and light up Soviet Union as socialist. But practice 
the future of the world with the sci- has shown the importance of 
ence of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism Kaypakkaya's line, which is easy to 
(MLM). grasp for anyone who wants to. Those 

The 15-16 of June Movement had lovers of the Kemalist ideology 'and 
created the objective conditions for Kemalist army, the Turkish Revolu­
taking leaps forward in consciousness. tionary Workers and Peasants' Party 
Why dido 't the organisations of the (I'IIKP), have nothing at all in com­
People's Liberation Army of Turkey moo with Mao despite their phrase­
(1HKO) and the Turkish People's Lib- mongering. Their line is reformist, 
eration Party - Front (THKP-C) draw parliamentarist and state "leftist", and 
the necessary lessons and reach the distorts the Maoist new democratic 
synthesisofMLM?Whycouldn'tthey revolution, people's war and other 
take up the long-term strategic pro- teachings of Mao. Kaypakkiya indi­
gramme of MLM? The answer to these cated its character and line even in 
questions is their outlook. Kaypakkaya 1971. After Mustafa Suphi's death, the· 
was a Maoist because of his Maoist Turkish Communist Party (fKP) be­
outlook. The favourable objective con- came revisionist and then became a 
ditions were an advantage, but if puppet of Soviet social-imperialism. 
Kaypakkaya had not grasped the All of these things show us the im­
GPCR, then it would not have been portance of Kaypakkaya's line, which 
p<>~ible to produce our 1972 Mani- was a qualitative l~p forward in the 
festo or our short- and long-term pro- revolution in Turkey and Kurdistan of 
grammes, despite this advantageous Turkey. Now we ask: 
situation. There· have been many fa- 1) Before Kaypakkaya, was there 
vourable lessons that have proven our anyone who had recognised Kemalist 
science and led to leaps forward in ideology as a fascist movement of the 
practice in the world (for example, the Turkish comprador-bourgeoisie and 
lessons of capitalist restoration and the the big landlords? · 
necessity of continuing the GPCR 2) Before Kaypakkaya, was there 
under the dictatorship· of the prole- anyone whe had recognised and sup­
tariat), so why do these forces still not ported the democratic characterofthe 
understand Maoism? Because of their Kurdish national movement as well as 
outlook. . supported Seyb Sait, Der8im, Agri, 

With our science, which has Kocgiri and other Kurdish uprisings, 
reached a new and qualitatively higher ... and opposed the repression of the 
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Kemalist military? 
3) Because of the errors on the 

Kemalist question, on the Kurdish 
national question and other minority 
questions,,.could the "left" overcome 
its. chauvinism enough? 

4) Before Kaypakkaya, were the 
positions of others towards the state, 
the military and the revolution cor­
rect? (As for the TKP and the TIIKP, 
since the essence of these organisa­
tions has already been exposed, it is 
not necessary to discuss them further.) 

a) Why did they love and applaud 
the coups of27 May and 1971? 

b) How can their policy of unity in 
a civilian-military alliance with the 
Kemalist army command be ex­
plained? 

c) What does it mean to treat the 
Turkish state and army on the basis 
of the Kemalist inheritance? 

5) Is there anyone - including the 
armed struggle in 1971 against paci­
fism - who grasped the strategy of 
people's war for revolution· in Turkey 

' and Kurdistan of Turkey, which is the 
line of victory and which has already 
been scientifically proven in practice, 
even though some are still debating 
this? Is there anyone before ). 
Kaypakkaya who grasped the new ~ 
democratic revolution, the new demo- 0 
cratic people's power and these stra- '2 
tegic weapons: the party, the army and O 
the united front, on the basis of MLM? O 

We ask: ~ 
a) Compared with the revolution- 5J! 

ary teaching of MLM, can there be any ~ 
place for the military's coups, projects, ~ 

~ and· practice? -.. 
b) Can the proletariat support one ~ 

or another of the cliques in -the bour­
geois state and army - and, moreover, 
support and take the side of the 
Kemalist headquartel'S? _ 

c) In terms of the proletariat's 
policy on allying those who want to 
smash the system, can they in the 
meantime also have an alliance with 
the system's army? 

6) Before Kaypakkaya, was there 
anyone who grasped the character of 
the social-imperialist camp and held 
a proletarian revolutionary posit~on 
again$t it? 

J1iese questions can be discussed 
further, but we think this is enough 
for those who want to see reality: 
reality is that with Kaypakkaya, a 
period of qualitatively higher resist­
ance has begun in Turkey and 
Kurdistan of Turkey. • 
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-People-'s Rage 

Thunders 

through Indonesia! 

~ -

Statement by the Committee of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

18 June 1998 

~ """ After a mass revolt that engulfed 
<: almost the entire Indonesian 
§: archipelago, the US-backed e dictator Suharto has finally fallen. 
Q Suharto's reign lasted 32 years; it 
a:! began and ended amidst bloody 
~ suppression, and his igno-minious 
~ defeat is a cause for joy for all the 

world's oppressed. 

For the past few months the 
Western imperialists and 
their lackeys have been presiding 
over a deep economic crisis in East 
Asia. From Thailand to South 
Korea, Malaysia and Indonesia, the 
region's comprador regimes have 
been imposing austerity 
programmes under the baton of the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). Suharto's regime, like many 
others, had raised prices, cut back 
government services, and opened 
the country even more to foreign 
plunder. Currencies plummeted, 
unemployment spiralled and the 
effect on the masses was a brutal 

JI 



ABOVE RIGHT: 
Jubilant youth on 

their way to Join 
the occupation of 

parliament In 
Jakarta. 
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masses 

demonstrate 
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government. 

65 

):.. 

~ 

and extreme intensification of misery, while the ruling regimes and their Western ~ 
masters struggled to ensure the steady flow of their own channels of wealth. I:::> 

0 
The masses of Indonesia rose in rebellion and stood up to one of the most vicious :;E 
forces of repression in the world. Trained and armed by the US and its imperialist ~ 
allies, the regime's armed forces first sought to do what they had always done, ~ 
stamping down with the iron boot. But their efforts we re in vain, as students were ~ 
jofned by shantytown youth and hundreds of thousands of others. The regime used i;:; 
its monopoly on the media to bluster and to try to divert the people's anger towards ~ 
Chinese shopkeepers and away from the real centres of reactionary power. But the 
advanced forces among the masses refused to back down, rallied new support, and 
targeted the Suharto clan in particular, as well as symbols of Western domination. 

As waves of revolt rolled over the country, the imperialists did their best to distance 
themselves from Suharto, just as they did last year in the case of Zaire's Mobutu. 
The Western media exposed Suharto's crony style of capitalism, unveiled the intricate 
links of his family businesses, and decried the billions he had looted from the 
Indonesian people. And they should know, for they set him up and backed him as 
long as they could. Suharto was a monster, but, like Mobutu, Haiti's Duvalier and so 
many others, he was imperialism~ monster. 

Suharto rose to power on the corpses of as many as a half a million people. Many of 
them were communists and others who had dared to dream of an Indonesia independent 
of Western imperialism, and peasants who longed for land. Suharto ruthlessly suppressed 
them in some of the bloodiest months of slaughter since WW II, and imprisoned hundreds 
of thousands more. But barely a word has been uttered in the reactionary press about 
this bloody crime. Indeed, the US had hailed Suharto's bloody rise to power, with the 
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hberal Tune magazine calling it "*e best news for the West in Asia in years". 

Suhartq!s 1965 coup was part. of an overall effort by the imperialists and reactionaries 
to stem the rising tide of national liberation and revolution in the 1960s. Vietnamese 
peasants were thrashing the supposedly invincible US military machine, and brushfires 
of revolt were being fanned throughout Asia and the Third World, supported by the 
revolutionary bastion of Mao's China. The imperialists needed a servile lackey in 
Indonesia, an important source of oil and the fourth most populous country - and 
largest Muslim population - in the world. Suharto was chosen, trained and backed to 
the hilt by the US and other imperialists to serve ·this role. 

The Suharto coup took advantage of serious errors by the Indonesian revolutionaries. 
The leadership of the Communist Party of Indonesia [PKI] had tried to steer a "middle 
course" in the great debate then raging in the international communist movement 
benyeen Mao Tse-tung's revolutionary line and the revisionist line of capitulation 
and betrayal preached by the Soviets. The PKI negated the Leninist teaching that the 
state was a dictatorship of one clpss over another, and instead argued that, tiftlnks to 
the then President Sukarno, there was a "people's aspect" in the Indonesian 
government. While the blood of hundreds of thousands was shed by the imperialist 
puppet Suharto ,~d his cronies, it was revisionism that paved the path to the slaughter. 

Instead of taking the road of people's war, the PKI leadership tied the hands of the 
people. What had seemed like a mighty party of hundreds of thousands collapsed, 
and the workers, revolutionary peasants and revolutionary Party members were unable 
to put up effective resistance. This bitter lesson illustrates once again the truth 
underlying Mao Tse-tung's forceful dictum that "politieal power grows out of the 
barrel of a gun" and that "without a people's army, the pe~ple have nothing". 

~ ._ With its hands still dripping with the blood of the Indonesian people, the Suharto I regime launched another crime with its invasion and occupation of East Timor in 
... 1975. Indonesian troops have killed 200,000 people there, one-third of the Timorese 
~ population - per capita, the largest genocide since the Holocaust in World War II. 
3t Even today, 60,000 Indonesian troops, police and informers are stationed there~ one 
f2 for every 10 Timorese. Yet the people of East Timor fight on valiantly, and their 
~ struggle was an integral part of the rising that knocked down Suharto. 

~ 
~ 

Today the imperialists and the Indonesian ruling class are manoeuvring urgently to 
divert the people's anger and protect the core of Indonesia's reactionary ruling 
institutions, especially the armed forces. Only a few months ago, they thought Suharto 
could be salvaged for a while longer and continued to give him support. Indonesian 
troops, especially the hated KOPASSUS Red Berets, were trained by the US. Tony 
Blair and his "New Labour" government in Britain continued to sign -weapons 

. contracts and supply the regime with arms, and the Australian military even held 
joint exercises with Indonesian troops this spring. Nonetlleless, as wave after wave 
of revolt poured over lndonesi~ the reactionaries and their imperialist backers were 
fotced to yield ground, until the tyrant himself had to go. 

'I 

This was a great victory - Suharto was indeed a big exploiter and oppressor of the 
Indonesian people. But he was not the biggest. While his family pillaged billions, 
behind him the Western imperialists have raked off tens of billions. The Suharto set­
up was simply the local agency of the vast tentacles of imperialism that envelop 
every sector of economic life in Indonesia, sucking the wealth and labour of its 
people. Suharto and his family were "Mr 10%" ~ut in another s~nse, they were only 
"Mr 10%", local flunkeys who skim off a bit before the big boss fets the lion's share. 
It is men with names like Bill Gat~s, the IMF's Qundessus, Cllnton, Blair, Chirac, 
Kohl, etc, who are the overall masters of tllls system that has kept indonesia backward 
and impoverished. While their so-called Asian tiger had brought~some improvement 
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for sections of the upper and middle classes in Indonesia, the Indonesian 
"miracle" never alleviated the grinding poverty of the basic masses of the 
country, and now millions of those who had earlier believed life was 
changing for the better have been dramatically impoverished and the poor 
find their very survivai threatened. To see that this is due to a world system, 
one need look no further than neighbouring Malaysia or Thailand, 
countries where millions of others are being subjected to the same austerity 
measures as in Indonesia. Their rulers, like Suharto, were petty corrupt 
tyrants, and, like him, they too are creatures of a bigger, world historic 
system, imperialism. 

Truly changing the face of Indonesia means freeing it from imperialism 
and thoroughly uprooting the semi-feudal system. It requires breaking the 
imperialists' hold on the economic arteries that are pumping the wealth 
and lifeblood of Indonesia out of the country and into the coffers of the 
West. This can only be done by overthrowing the imperialist-backed 
neocolonial regime and its reactionary armed forces - which means 
revolutionary war, a war based among and rallying the peasants as its main 
force, along the path of new democratic revolution as charted by Mao Tse­
tung. Mao showed not only how a protracted people's war could defeat the 
seemingly invincible armies of the reactionaries and imperialists but also 
how the masses in power could be led to build a self-reliant economy to 
stand with the people of the world as a beacon of world revolution. This is 

what China did up until 1976, and the science of revolution summed up and raised to 
a new level by Mao, Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, today lights the path forward for the 
oppressed around the world. 

Unless the old regime is smashed through such a revolutionary war, the reactionary ):i. 

forces will use their grip on power to ride out the storm, to make temporary concessions ~ 
to some while brutally suppressing others. Millions of people in Indonesia are yearning '2 
for revolution, hoping that today's overthrow of Suharto will be only a prelude to a O 
deeper, more thoroughgoing change. But for this aspiration to become a reality, the O 
people need leadership, the leadership that only a vanguard party based on Marxism- ~ 
Leninism-Maoism can provide. Without this kind of uncompromising vanguard ~ 
leadership, the ruling class will reassert its authority over the oppressed masses and ~ 

~ keep them shackled. .:::::: 

Only days after Suharto's departure, the reactionary clique now led by B.J. Habibie 
is revealing its colours by protecting Suharto's cronies and keeping in prison those 
they consider most dangerous. They are refusing to free the many PKI members and 
sympathisers held for over 30 years, as well as Timorese fighters - while making 
endless promises that will come to nothing. 

Over a century ago, as looming crisis faced Europe, Frederick Engels observed that 
crowns would soon be rolling on the pavement, the question was, who would pick 
them up? Today, the crown of the long-standing dictator Suharto of Indonesia has 
followed that of Zaire's Mobutu to go tumbling onto the streets, and Engels' question 
is posed more urgently than ever. The Revolutionary Internationalist Movement salutes 
the Indonesian people whose fierceness and defiance in the face of the iron fist has 
given renewed heart to all those around the world fighting against imperialism and 
reaction. We call upon the most advanced revolutionary elements in Indonesia to 
make bold efforts to group themselves together on the basis of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism and link up with RIM, and we call upon Maoist forces in other countries to 
assist this effort. The debts of the Indonesian reactionaries and their imperialist masters 
are too heavy and the hope·s of the masses too high to do anything less. • 

~ 
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Historical Reprint· 

Self-Criticism of the 
Indonesian Communist Party (PKI) - 1966 

Starting in October 1965 and con­
tinuing into 1966, the pro-US Indone­
sian military regime presided over by 
Suharto unleashed a massacre of hor­
rible proportions against the people. 
Several hundred thousand Communist 
Party of Indonesia (PKI) members and 
sympathisers as well as many masses 
not involved in any political activity 
were murdered in cold blood. The 
number of people shot in the streets 
or arrested, tortured and killed in prison 
is still not known with any accuracy, but 
estimates range from ~veral hundred 
thousand up to 2 million. The PKI itself 
was crushed, the previous nationalis­
tic Sukarno regime was overthrown, 
and Suharto entrenched himself and 
his reactionary clique for decades. 

The responsibility for this mon-
strous crime must be laid squarely at 

~ the doorsteps of the Indonesian reac'7 
.._ tionaries and their U.S. imperialist mas-
~ °' ters. At the same time, it is true that the 
~ PKI ~as extremely vulnerable to such 
! an onslaught, and no effective, organ­
~ ised resistance to Suharto and the e massacre was ever built. By the mid-

~ 960s, the core of the PKI leadership 
~ had become rotten with years of revi-
0 sionism. The PKI put forward a wrong 
3t view of the state and in practice par­
~ ticipated in and glorified Sukarno and · 

the coalition government, which decid­
edly was not under proletarian leader­
ship. The PKI also went down the revi­
sionist path on the question of the proc­
ess of revolution, seconding the the­
sis of a "peaceful road to socialismn 
advocated by the Soviet revisionists 
who came to power in 1956. 

Following Suharto's bloody coup, 
these and other serious errors were 
summarised and criticised by forces 
who we·re attempting a revolutionary 
regroupment of the PKI, most particu­
larly in two documents, one of which 
is excerpted here, entitled "Self-Criti­
cism by the Political Bureau of the Cen­
tral Committee of the Indonesian Com .. 
munist Party" (September 1966)" The 
Chinese revolutionaries, led by ~ao, 
supported this effort by their Indone­
sian comrades, and their introductory 

editorial in Red Flag is also reprinted 
here, along with their summation of the 
PKI document. The PKI document it~.: 
~elf outlines important errors of the 
Party leadership during the Sukarno 
years and calls for . a thoroughgoing 
rectification of the ideological and po­
litical line of the Party. A central point 
in this document is the refutation of the 
treacherous revisionist theory of the 
"peaceful road to socialism" then ad­
hered to by the Party. The "Self-Criti­
cism ... n calls for raising and defend­
ing the banner of Marxism-Leninism­
Mao-Tsetung Thought (which RIM now 
calls Marxism-Leninism-Maoism) in or­
der to rediscover its proletarian ideol­
ogy and political line and hence its 
class character. Moreover, it calls for 
applying Mao Tse-tung's strateg{of 
protracted people's war throughout the 
far-flung islands of Indonesia iri' order 
to seize state power for the people from 
the Suharto fascist regime. 

Today, in the context of the present 
great upheaval, this call is· ever more 
relevant. Indeed, the crying need of the 
hour in Indonesia is to turn the current 
rebellion into a revolutionary process. 
Revolutionaries around the world need 
to find ways to put the basic documents 
of RIM and the teachings of the great 
leaders of the proletarian class into the 
hands of Indonesian revolutionaries. 
There are undoubtedly many there who 
today are straining to find a way out of 
the hell of neocolonial society and to 
fight the imposition of yet another im­
perialist-backed dictator. Only by arm­
ing themselves with Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism will the Indonesian revolution­
aries be able to rebuild the party of the 
working class, the indispensable van~! 
guard of the proletariat, so as to guide 

1 

the long-suffering people of Indonesia 
to win their liberation, since this alone 
can arm them to grasp the present so­
cial relations based on exploitation, op- . 
pression, subc;>rdination, Inequality ~nd1 i 
injustice. More than .anything else, the

1 
\ 

·absence over the past three decades 
11 

of a proletarian vanguard armed with 1 
• 

this liberating science points to'the great· 
void and powerlessnesss among the 1

: 

toiling people today. Only Marxism-Len­
inism-Maoism opens the door wide for 
the· "wretched of the earth" in Indone­
sia to grasp revolution and begin to re­
make social relations on new founda­
tions. -AWTW 

From: People. of Indonesia, Unite 
and Fight to Overthrow the Fascist 

Rggime (Editorial of Hongqi 
[Red Flag], No.11, 1967) 

After staging the counter-revolu­
tionary 1965 coup d'etat, the Suharto­
Nasution right-wing military clique, 
faithful lackey of U.S. imperialism and 
anti-communist ally of Soviet revi­
sionism, established a fa8cist dictator­
ship of unprecedented ruthlessness in 
Indonesia. For the past year or more, 
it has followed an out-and-out traitor­
ous, dictatorial, anti-communist, 
anti-China and anti-popular counter­
revolutionary policy. 

It has imposed a white terror in 
Indonesia on an unprecedented scale, 
slaughtered several hundred thou­
sand Communists and revolutionary 
people and thrown into prison an­
other several hundred thousand fine 
sons and daughters of the Indonesian 
people. All Indonesia has been turned 
into one vast hell. By engaging· in 
bloody suppression, it attempts in 
vain to wipe out the Indonesian Com- , 
munist Party and stamp out the In- : 
donesian revolution. 

This . clique cherishes an inveter­
ate hatred for socialist China, which 
resolutely supports the revQlutionary 
struggle of the Indonesian people. It 
has repeatedly carried out serious 
provocations against the Chinese peo­
ple, whipped up anti-China, anti-Chi­
nese campaigns and practised inhu­
man racist persecution against over­
seas Chinese. It has vainly tried to 
sabotage the traditional friendship 
between the Chinese people and the 
overseas Chinese in Indonesia on the 
one hand .and the Indonesian people 
on the other, and to prevent the Chi­
nese people from supporting the In­
donesian ~pie's revolution. 



In the final analysis, the many 
kinds of persecution against the Indo­
nesian Communist Party and the In­
donesian people by the Suharto­
Nasution right-wing military clique 
will only serve to hasten the arrival of 
the upsurge in the Indonesian revolu­
tion and speed its own doom. The he­
roic Indonesian Communists and peo­
ple can neither be cowed, suppressed, 

. nor wiped out. The ddfermination of 
the Indonesian people to make revo­
lution is unshakeable, so is the Chi­
nese people's determination to support 
their revolution. No reac~onary force 
on earth can obstruct this. 

At present, the ·Indonesian Com­
munists and revolutionary people are 
regrouping their forces for a new bat­
tle. The 17 August 1966 Statement of 
the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Indonesian Commu­
nist Party and the Self-Criticism it 
endorsed in September, which were 
published by the magazine Indonesian 
Tribune not long ago, are a call to the 
Indonesian Communists and the In­
donesian working class, peasants, 
revolutionary intellectuals and all 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal revolu­
tionary forces to unite and engage in 
a new struggle. 

The two documents of the Politi­
cal Bureau of the Indonesian Commu­
nist Party are a telling blow at U.S. 
imperialism and its flunkeys, the 
Suharto-Nasution fascist military dic­
tatorial regime, and the revisionist 
leading clique of the Communist Party 
of'the Soviet Union,.and a tremendous 
encouragement to the revolutionary 
people of Indonesia. 

In these two documents, the Po­
litical Bureau of the Indonesian Com­
munist Party sums up the experience 
and lessons of the Party in leading the 
Indonesian people's revolutionary 
struggle, criticises the right opportun­
ist errors committed by the leadership 
of the Party in the past, points out the 
road for the Indonesian revolution, 
and lays down the principles for fu­
ture struggle. 

.From: Self-Criticism by the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of 

the Indonesian Communist Party 
- September 1966 

Indonesian Tribune published in 
its January issue (No.3) the self-criti­
cism adopted by the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the lndo• 

nesian Communist Party (PKI) in Sep­
tember 1966. The self-criticism is en­
titled "Build the PKI Along the Marx­
ist-Leninist Line·to Lead the People's 
Democratic Revolution in Indonesia". 

The self-criticism says that the dis­
aster which has caused such serious 
losses to the PKI and "the revolution­
ary movement of the Indonesian peo­
ple after the outbreak and· the defeat 
of the September 30th Movement1 has 
lifted up the curtain which for a long 
period has hidden the grave weak­
nesses of the PKI. 

The Political Bureau is aware that 
it has the greatest responsibility with 
regard to the grave weaknesses and 
mistakes of the Party during the pe­
riod under review. Therefore, the Po­
litical Bureau is giving serious atten­
tion to and highly appreciates all criti­
cisms from cadres and members of the 
Party given in a Marxist-Leninist 
spirit, as well as honest criticism from 
Party sympathisers that have been ex­
pressed in different ways. The Politi­
cal Bureau is resolved to make self­
criticism in a Marxist-Leninist way, 
putting into practice the teaching of 
Lenin and the example of Comrade 
Musso in unfolding Marxist-Leninist. 
criticism and self-criticism. 

The self-criticism says that under 
the situation where the most vicious 
and cruel white terror is being un­
leashed by the military dictatorship 
of the right-wing army generals 
Nasution and Suharto, it is not easy 
to make as complete criticism and 
self-criticism as possible. To meet.the 
urgent necessity, it is necessary to 
point out the main issues in the ideo­
logical, political and organisational 
fields, in order to facilitate the study 
of the weaknesses and mistakes of the 
Party during the current rectification 
movement. 

1 On 1 October 1965, the September 
30th Movement, a group of mid-level of­
ficers in the military, kidnapped a number 
of high-ranking generals of the Indonesian 
armed forces. The leader of the group said 
that their aim was to thwart a coµp by 
rightist generals and bring ~em to account 
before Sukarno. According to some schol­
ars, the September 30th Movement was 
infiltrated by agents-provocateurs associ­
ated with Suharto. The action by ~e move­
ment was labeled· a. PKI "coup attempt," 
and it served as the immediate pretext for 
a takeover by a military clique headed by 
Suharto and Nasuti on and dhe massacre 
of hundreds of thousands. · 
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With all ~odes~ and sincerity the 
Political Bureau presents this self­
criticism. The Political Bureau expects 
all members to take an active part in 
the discussionS'·of the weaknesses and 
mistakes of the Party leadership, criti­
cally analyse them, and do their ut-: 
most to improve this self- criticism of 
the Political Bureau by drawing les­
sons from their respective experiences, 
collectively or individually. The Po­
litical Bureau expects all members to 
take firm hold of the principle: "unity­
criticism-unity" and "learning from 
past mistakes.to avoid future ones, and 
curing the sickness to save the patient, 
in order to achieve the twofold objec­
tive of clarity in ideology and unity 
among comrades". 2 The Political Bu­
reau is convinced that, by . holding 
firmly to this correct principle, every 
Party member will take patt in the 
movement to study and surmount 
these weaknesses and mistakes with 

. the determination to rebuild the PKI 
along the Marxist-Leninist line, to 
strengthen communist unity and soli­
darity, to raise the ideological, politi­
cal and organisational vigilance, and 
to heighten the fighting spirit in or­
der to win victory. 

THE MAIN WEAKNESSES 
IN THE IDEOLOGICAL FIELD 

)i. 

~ 
'2 
0 

The serious weaknesses and mis- a 
takes of the Party in the period after ~ 
1951, the self-criticism says, certainly i 
had as their source the weaknesses in ..-. 
ideological field, too, especially ~ 
among the Party leadership. Instead ~ 
of integrating revolutionary theories ~ 
with the concrete practice of the In­
donesian revolution, the Party leader-
ship adopted the road which was di­
vorced from the guidance of the most 
advanced theories. This experience 
shows that the PKI had not succeeded 
as yet in establishing a core of leader-
ship that was composed of proletar-
ian elements, which really had the 
most correct understanding of Marx­
ism-Leninism, systematic and not 
fragmentary, practical and not abstract 
understanding. . 

During the period after 1951, sub­
jectivism continued to grow, gradually 
became greater and greater arid gave 
rise to Right opportunism that merged 
with the influence of modem revision-

2 Mao 'ISeturig, "Our Study and the 
Current Situation," Selected Works, \bl. ID. 
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ism in the international· eommunist "There ls a possibility that a people's of the working class, the property of ... 
movement. This was the black line of democratic system as a transitional the whole nation which includes· the 
Right opportunism wliich became the stage to: socialism in Indonesia can be exploiting classes hostile to the work-
main feature of the mistakes commit- achieved by peaceful means, in a par- ing class. 
ted by the PKI in this period. The rise liamentary way. The PKI persistently 
~and the development of these weak- strives to transform this possibility THE MAIN ERRORS 
nesses and errors were caused by the into a reality." This revisionist line IN THE POLITICAL FIELD 
following fadors: · was further emphasised in the Seventh 

First, the tradition of criticism and National Congress of the PKI and was The self-criticism says that the 
self-criticism in a Marxist.;.Leninist never corrected, not even when our mistakes of Right opportunism in the 
way was not developed in the Party, Party was already aware that since the pQlitical field which are now under 
especially among the Party leadership. 20th Congress of the CPSU, the lead- discussion include three problems: (1) 

The redification and study move- ership.of the CPSU had been follow- the road to people's democracy in In-
ments which from time to time were' ing the road of modem revisionism. donesia, (2) ;he question of state 
organised in the Party were not car- The self-criticism stresses that the power, and {3) the implementation of 
ried out seriously and persistently, experience of the PKI provides the les- the policy of the national united front. 
their results were not summed up in a son that by criticising the modem revi- One of the fundamental differences 
good manner, and they were not fol- sionism of the 'CPSU leadership alone, and problems of disp'utes between 
lowed by the appropriate measures in it does not mean that the PKI itself Marxism-Leni'nism and modern 
the organisational field. Study. move- will automatically be free from errors revisionism lies precisely in the prob-
ments were aimed more at the rank of Right opportunism, the same as lem of choosing the road to socialism. 
and file, and never at unfolding criti- what the modem revisionists are do- Marxism-Leninism teaches that so-
cism and self-criticisms aJJiong the ing. The experience of the PKI pro- cialism can only be achieved through 
leadership. Criticism from below, far vides the lesson that modern revision- the road of proletarian revolution and 
from being carefully listened to, was ism, the greatest danger in the inter- that in the case of colonial or semi-
even suppressed. national communist movement, is also colonial and semi-feudal countries like 

Second, the penetration of the the greatest danger for the PKI. For Indonesia, socialism can only be 
bourgeois ideology along two chan- the PKI, modern revisionism is not "a achieved by first completing the stage 
nels, through contacts with the na- latent but not an acute danger'', but a o'f the people's democratic revolution. 
tional bourgeoisie when the Party es- concrete danger that has brought great On the contrary, revisionism dreams 

~ tablished a united front with them, and damage to the Party and serious losse8 of achieving socialism through the 
...... through the bourgeoisification of Party for the revolutionary movement of the "peaceful road". 

! cadres, especially the leadership, af- Indonesian people. Therefore, we must During the initial years of this pe-
lit'"" ter the Party obtained certain positions . not in any way underestimate the dan- riod since 1951, our Party had 

.ag in governmental and semi-govern- ger of modem revisionism and must achieved certain results in the politi-
~ mental institutiQns. The increasing wage a resolute and ruthless struggle cal struggle as well as in the building 

e number of Party cadres who occupied against it. The firm stand against of the Party. One important achieve-. 

Q certain positions in governmental and modem revisionism in all fields can ment of this period was the formula-

~ semi-governmental institutions in the be effectively maintained only when tion of the m:rin problems of the In-
0 centre and in the regions, created "the our Party abandons the line of "pre- donesian revolution. It was formulated 
:t rank of bourgeoisified workers" and serving friendship with the modern that the present stage of the Indone-

~ this constituted "the real channels for revisionists". sian revolution was a new-type hour-
reformism".3 Such· a situation did not It is a fact that the PKI, while criti- geois democratic revolution, whose 
exist before the August Revolution of cising the modem revisionism of the tasks were to liquidate imperialism 
1945. CPSU leadership, also made revision- and the vestiges of feudalism and to 

Third, modern revisionism began ist mistakes itself, because it had re- establish a people's democratic system 
to penetrate into our Party when the vised Marxist-Leninist teachings on as a transitional stage to socialism. 
Fourth Plenary Session of the Central class struggle, state and revolution. The driving forces of the revolµtion 
Committee of the Fifth Congress Furthermore, the PKI leadership not were the working class, the peas~try 
uncritically approved a report which only did not wage a struggle in the and the petty bourgeoisie; the leading 
supported the. lines of the 20th Con- theoretical field against other "revo- force of the revolution was the work-
gress of the CPSU, and adopted the lutionary" political thoughts which in~ class and the principal mass 
line of "achieving socialism peacefully could mislead the proletariat, as Lenin strength of the revolution was the 
through parliamentary means" as the has taught us to do, but had voluntar- peasantry. It was also formulated that 
line of the PKI. This "peaceful road", ily given concessions in the theoreti- the·national bourgeoisie was a waver-
one of the characteristics of modem cal field. The PKI leadership main- ing force of the revolution who might 

· revisionism, was further reaffirmed in tained that there was an identity be- side with the revolution to certain lim-
the Sixth National Congress of the tween the three coQJponents of Marx- its 1 ~md at certain periods but who, at 
PKI which approved the following ism: materialist philosophy, political other times, might betray the revolu-
passage in the Party Constitution: econoll)y and sci~ntific socialism, and tioij. The -Party furthermore formu-

. the so-called "three components of lat~d that the working class in order 
3 V. I.Lenin, Imperialism, the Highest Sukarno's teachings". They wanted to to fulfil its obligation as· the leader of 

Stage of Capitalism. make Marxism, which is the ideology thd: revolution, must forge a tevolu-



tionary united front with other revo­
lutionary classes and groups based on 
worker-peasant alliance and under the 
leadership of the working class. 

However, there was a very impor­
tant shortcoming which in later days 
developed into Right opportunism or 
revisionism, namely, that the Party 
had not yet come to the clearest unity 
of minds on the principal means and 
the main form of struggle of the Indo­
nesian revolution. 

The Chinese revolution, the self­
criticism says, has provided the les­
son concerning the main form of 
struggle of the revolution in colonial 
or semi-colonial and semi-feudal 
countries, namely, the people's armed 
struggle against the armed counter­
revolution. In line with the essence of 
the revolution as an agrarian revolu­
tion, then the essence of the people's 
armed struggle is the armed struggle 
of the peasants in an agrarian revolu­
tion under the leadership of the work­
ing class~ The practice of the Chinese 
revolution is first and foremost the 
application of Marxism-Leninism to 
the concrete conditions of China. At 
the same time, it has laid down the 
general law for the revolutions of the 
peoples in colonial or semi-colonial 
and semi-feudal countries. 

· To achieve its complete victory, it 
stresses, the Indonesian revolution 
must also follow the road of the Chi­
nese revolution. This means that the 
Indonesian revolution must inevitably 
adopt this main form of struggle, 
namely, the people's armed struggle 
against the armed counter-revolution 
which, in essence, is the armed agrar­
ian revolution of the peasants under 
the leadership of the proletariat. 

All forms of legal and parliamen­
tary work should serve the principal 
means and the main form of strug­
gle, and must not in any way impede 
the process of the ripening of armed 
struggle. 

The experience during the last fif­
teen years has taught us that starting 
from not explicitly denying the 
"peaceful road" and not firmly hold­
ing to the general law of revolution in 
colonial or semi-colonial and semi­
feudal countries, the PKI gradually got 
bogged down in parliamentary and 
other forms of legal struggle. The 
Party leadership even considered this 
to be the main form of struggle to 
achieve the strategic aim of the Indo­
nesian revolution. The legality of the 

Party was not considered as one 
method of struggle at a given time and 
under certain conditions, but was 
rather regarded as a principle, while 
other forms of struggle shoul<J serve 
this principle. Even when counter­
revolution not only bas trampled 
underfoot the legality of the Party, but 
has violated the basic human rights 
of the Communists as well, the ~arty 
leadership still tried to defend this "le­
gality" with all their might. 

The "peaceful road" was firmly 
established in the Party when the 
Fourth Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee of the Fifth Congress in 
1956 adopted a document which ap­
proved the modem revisionist :µne of 
the 20th Congress of the CPSU. In 
such a situation, when the revisionist 
line was already firmly established in 
the Party, it was impossible to have a 
correct Marxist-Leninist line of strat­
egy and tactics. The formulation of the 
main lines of strategy and tactics of 
the Party started from a vacillation 
between the "peaceful road" and the 
''road of armed revolution", in the 
process of which the "peaceful road" 
finally became dominant. 

Under such conditions, the Gen­
eral Line of the PKI was formulated. 
by the Sixth National Congress 1959. 
It reads, "To continue the forging of 
the national united front, and to con­
tinue the building of the Party, so as 
to accomplish the demands of the 
August Revolution of 1945." Based on 
the General Line of the Party, the slo­
gan "Raise the Three Banners of the 
Party" was decided. These were: (1) 
the banner of the national united front, 
(2) the banner of the building of the 
Party, and (3) the banner of the 1945 
August Revolution. The General Line 
was meant as the road to people's de-; 
mocracy in Indonesia. 

The Party leadership tried to ex­
plain that the Three Banners of the 
Party were the three main weapons to 
win the people's democratic revolu­
tion which, as Comrade Mao Tuetung 
has said, were "a well-disciplined 
Party armed with the theory of Marx­
ism-Leninism, using the method of 
self-criticism and linked with the 
masses of the people; an army under 
the leadership of such a Party; a united 
front of all revolutionary classes and 

4 Mao Tsetung, "On· the People's 
Democratic Dictatorship," Selected Works, 
Vol. Iv. '' 
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all revolutionary groups under the 
leadership of such· a Party".4 

Thus the second main weapon 
means that there must be a people's 
armed struggle against armed 
counterrevolution under the leader­
ship of the Party. The Party leadership 
tried to replace this with the slogan 
"Raise the banner of the 1945 August 
Revolution". 

In order to prove that the road fol­
lowed was not the opportunist "peace­
ful road", the Party leadership always 
spake of the two possibilities, the pos­
sibility of a "peaceful road" and the 
possibility of a non-peaceful road. 
They held that the better the Party pre­
pared itself to face the possibility of a 
non-peaceful road, the greater would 
be the possibility of a "peaceful road". 
By doing so the Party leadership cul­
tivated in the minds of Party members, 
the working class and the masses of 
the working people the hope for a 
peaceful road which in reality did not 
exist. 

In practice, the Party ·leadership 
did not prepare the whole ranks of the 
Party, the working class and the 
masses of the people to face the possi­
bility of a non-peaceful road. The most ~ 
striking proof of it was the grave trag- ~ 
edy which happened after the outbreak 0 
and the failure of the September 30th i!! 
Movement. Within a very short space t1 
of time, the counter-revolution sue- a 
ceeded in massacring and arresting ;e 
hundreds of thousands of Communists .i 
and non-communist revolutionaries ~ 
who found themselves in a passive ~ 

··position, paralysing the organisation .!! 
of the PKI and the revolutionary mass ~ 
organisations. Such a situation surely 
would never happen if the Party lead­
ership did not deviate from the revo~ 
lutionary road. 

The Party leadership declared, says 
the self-criticism that "our Party must 
not copy the theory of armed struggle 
abroad, but must carry out the Method 
of Combining the Three Forms of 
Struggle: guerrilla warfare in the 
countryside (especially by farm la­
bourers and poor peasants), revolu­
tionary actions by the workers ( espe­
cially transport workers) in the cities, 
and intensiv~ work among the en­
emy's armed forces". The Party lead­
ership criticised some comrades who, 
in studying the experience of the 
armed struggle of the Chinese people, 
were considered ~eing only its shni­
larities with the, ·oonditions in Irtdo-
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nesia. On the contrary, the Party lead­
ership put forward seve111l allegedly 
different conditions that must be taken 
into account, untj] they arrived at the 
conclusion that the method typical to 

·~ the Indonesian revolution was the 
"Method of Combining the Three 
Forms of Struggle". · 

To fulfil its heavy bbt great and 
noble historical mission, to lead the 
people's revolution against imperial­
ism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capi­
talism, the Indonesian Marxist­
Leninists must firmly reject the revi­
sionist "peaceful road", reject the 
"theory of the Method of Combining 
the Three Forms of Struggle" and hpld 
aloft the banner of armed people's 
revolution. Following the example of 
the glorious. Chinese revolution, the 
Indonesian Marxist-Leninists must 
establish revolutionary base areas: 
they must "tum the backward villages 
into advanced, consolidated base ar­
eas, into great military, political, eco­
nomic and cultural bastions of the 
revolution". 

While working for the realisation 
of this most principal question we 
must also carry out other forms of 

~ struggle: armed struggle will never 
-.. advance without being coordinated t · with other forms of struggle. .... 
a: 
~ 

e 
Q 
~ 

~ 
~ 

• •• 
The line of Right opportunism fol­

lowed by the Party leadership was also 
reflected in their attitude with regard 
to the state, in particular to the state 
of the Republic of Indonesia, the self­
criticism says. 

Based on this Marxist-Leninist 
teaching on state, the task of the PKJ, 
after the August Revolution of 1945 
failed, should have been the education 
of the Indonesian working class and 
the rest of the working people, so as 
to make them understand as clearly 
as possible the class nature of the state 
of the Republic 9f Indonesia as a bour­
geois dictatorship. The PKI should 
have aroused the consciousness of the 
working ciass and the working peo­
ple that their struggle for liberation 
would inevitably lead to the necessity 
of "superseding the bourgeois state" 
by the people's state under the leader-

. ship of the working class, through a 
"violent revolution". But the PKI lead­
ership took the opportunist line that 
gave rise to the illusion among the 
people about bourgeois democracy. · 

The self-criticism-says.that the eli-

·max of the deviation from Marxist­
Lenin~st teaching on state committed 
by tht; Party leadership was the for­
mulation of the "theory of the two as­
pects in the state power of the Repub­
lic of Indonesia". 

The "two-aspect theory" viewed 
the state and the state power in the 
following way. 

The state power of the Republic, 
viewed as contradiction, is a contra­
diction between tWo opposing aspects. 
This first aspect is the aspect which 
represents the interests of the people 
(manifested by the progressive stands 
and policies of President Sukarno that 
are supported by the PK.I and other 
groups of the.people). The second as­
pect is the aspect that represents the 
enemies of the people (manifested by 
the stands and policies of the Right­
wing forces and die-hards). The peo­
ple's aspect has now become the main 
aspect and takes the leading role in 
the state power of the Republic. 

The "two-asi>ect theory" obviously 
is an opportunist or revisionist devia­
tion, because it denies the Marxist­
Leninist teaching that "the state is an 
organ of the rule of a definite class 
which cannot be reconciled with its 
antipode (the class opposite to it)".' It 
is unthinkable that the Republic of In­
donesia can be jointly ruled by the 
people and the enemies of the people. 

The self-criticism says that the 
Party leadership who wallowed in the 
mire of opportunism claimed that the 
"people's aspect" had become the 
main aspect and taken the hegemony 
in the state power of the Republic. It 
was as if the Indonesian· people were 
nearing the birth of a people's power. 
And since they considered that the 
forces of the national bourgeoisie in 
the state power really constituted the 
"people's aspect'', the Party leadership 
had done everything to defend and 
develop this "people's aspect". The 
Party leadership had altogether 
merged themselves in the interests of 
the national bourgeoisie. · 

By considering the national bour­
geoisie the "people's aspect" in the 
state power of the Republic, and Presi­
dent Sukarno the leader of this aspect, 
the Party leadership erroneously rec­
ognised that the national bourgeoisie 
was able to lead the new-type demo­
crati~ revolution. This is· contrary to 
historical necessity and historical facts. 

5 V. I. Lenin, The State and Revolution. 

The Party leadership declared th~t 
the "two-aspect theory" was com­
pletely different from the "theory of 
structural reform''6 of the leadership 
of the revisionist Italian Communist 
Party. However, the fact is, theoreti­
cally or on the basis of practical reali­
ties, there is no difference between the 
two "theories". Both have for their 
starting point _the "peaceful road" to 
socialism. Both dream of a gradual 
change in the internal balance of 
forces in the state power. Both reject 
the road of revolution and both are 
revisionist. 

The anti-revolutionary "two-aspect 
theory" glaringly exposed itself in the 
statement that "the struggle of the PKI 
with regard to,Jhe state power is to 
promote the pro-people aspect so as 
to make it bigger and dominant, and 
the anti-people force can be driven out 
from the state power''. 

The Party leadership even had a 
name for this anti-revolutionary road: 
they called it the road of "revolution 
from above and below". By .~revolu­
tion from above" they meant that the 

.. fKI "must encourage the state power 
to t~e revolutionary steps aimed at 
making the desired changes in the 
personnel and in the state organs". 
While by "revolution from below'' they 
meant that the PKI "must arouse, or­
ganise and mobilise the people to 
achieve the same changes". It is in­
deed an extraordi~ary fantasy I The 
Party leadership did not learn ffom the 
fact that the concept of President 
Sukarno on the formation of a co-op­
eration cabinet (the old-type govern­
ment of national gJalition), eight years 
after its announcement, had not been 
realised as yeL There was even no sign 
that it would ever be realised, despite 
the insistent demands. Let alone a 
change in the state power! 

The self-criticism stresses that to 
clean itself from the mire of oppor­
tunism, our Party must discard1 this 
"theory of two-aspect in the state 
p0wer" and re-establish the Marx­
ist,..Leninist teaching on state and 
revolution..... • 

(Italics and quotation marks are in 
the original -A WTW) 

I 

' : 6 This refers to the revisionist Italian 
eo»imunist Party's "theory" of pursuing 
gradual reforms in the present bourgeois 
state structure through parliamentary 
means. 
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The Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

and Long Live Marxism-Leninism-Maoism! 

Signatories of the Declaration of the Revolutionary Internationalist Movement 

and Participating Organisations in RIM: 

Ceylon Comqiunist Party (Maoist) • Communist Party of Afghanistan • Communist Party of 

Bangladesh (Marxist-Leninist) [BSD(ML)] • Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) 

• Communist Party of Peru • Communist Party of Turkey Marxist-Leninist [TKP ML] 

•Haitian Revolutionary Internationalist Group •Marxist-Leninist Communist Organisation of 

Tunisia • Proletarian Party of Purba Bangla (PBSP) [Bangladesh] • Red Worker Communist 

Organisation[Italy] • Reyolutionary Communist Group of Colombia• Revolutionary Communist 

Party, USA• Union of Communists of Iran (Sarbedaran) 

In addition to the above list of those whose participation in the Movement has been publicly announced by 

the Committee, a number of other organisations work closely with the Movement to advance its cause and 

build and strengthen vanguard communist organisations. 

The Declaratio1~ of the Revo/11tio11ary fotenratio11alist Moveme11t has been printed in over 20 languages: Arabic, 

Bengali, Chinese, Creole, Danish, English (2 editions, India11 and US), Farsi, French, German, Gujarati, 

Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Kannada, Kurdish, Malayalam, Nepalese, Punjabi, Spanish (4 editions - Colombian, 

Peruvian, Spanish and US), Tamil, Turkish. Lmg Live Mar.x:ism-Le11i11irtn-Maoism! is also available in many of 

the above languages. 

Order From: BCM RIM, WClN 3XX, London, UK 

Declaratio1r. £2 Long Live MIM: £ 1 (plus £1 postage) 
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Unearthing the Stalin Era 
Stalin's Industrial Revolution: 
Politics and Workers, 1928-1932 
by Hiroaki Kuromiya · 
(Cambridge University Press, 1990) 

The Best Sons of the 
Fatherland: Workers in the 
Vanguard of Soviet Collectivization 
by Lynne Viola 
(Oxford University Press, 1987) 

By B.W. 
In the last few years, the rulers of the 
former Soviet Union have openly re­
pudiated the entire period of social­
ism in the USSR and have adopted na­
kedly capitalist political and economic 
forms for their rule in the 
various republics. An impor-
tant part of this evolution has 
been rewriting history to jus-
tify and promote these 
changes, to convince the op­
pressed there and around the 
world that socialism was a 
failure, and that they have no 
alternative to capitalism. 
The period of Tsarism is now 
portrayed as a golden age 
whose great potential was 
thrown away by the "aber­
ration" of the Bolshevik 
Revolution which led to 
what is now called the "dark 
days" of Stalin's rule. 

These developments un­
derscore the importance of a 
new trend of Western histo­
rians known in academic 
circles as "revisionists", not .. 
because they "revise" Marx­
ism-Leninism but because 
they revise the "totalitarian" 
histories of the USSR which 
have long dominated .in the 
West.1 Whereas the totalitar­
ian historians depict the 
USSR under Lenin and es­
pecially Stalin as being sub­
jected to the iron will of a 
single despot, with the 
masses simply silent vic­
tims, the "revisionists" point 

out the role of different class forces in 
the USSR in the socialist period, in­
cluding a number of accomplishments 
of the Soviet revolutionaries. One of 
these authors, H Kuromiya, describes 
this trend: "The revolution appears in 
these [revisionist] works not merely 
as a revolution from above but also as 
one that was to some extent politically 
pressed and supported 'from below'. 
So uncritically have Western histori­
ans assumed that Stalin intimidated 
and terrorised the whole society that 
the question of popular support has 
largely escaped them." These histori­
ans do not claim to be revolutionary, 
and they are not. As is implied in 
Kuromiya's statement, they view the 
state not as dictatorship of one class 

or another, but as an arena where dif­
ferent classes have varying amounts 
of influence. Nor is their goal to ana­
lyse how capitalist society can be su­
perseded; rather, they are trying to be 
faithful to a static view of society as 
an ensemble of differing and often 
conflicting social interests - a model 
that they consider to be more truthful 
than the dominant totalitarian school 
of history. Yet 'cfespite their fundamen­
tally erroneous view, this historical 
school has taken a fresh look at many 
of the crucial events in the building 
of socialism in the USSR. This review 
will deal with two of these recent texts. 

••• 
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The Best Sons of the Fatherland by 
L. Viola is the history of a campaign 
called by the Bolshevik Party in 1929 
to send 25 000 workers to the coun­
tryside as a proletarian shock-force in 
the fight to collectivise agriculture. 
Viola gives a brief overview of the eco­
nomic situation prevailing in the 
USSR at that time and shows that for 
those taking part in the campaign col­
lectivisation was felt to be indispen­
sable for continuing the Bolshevik 
revolution. This was especially true of 
those politically active workers from 
the historic strongholds of the Octo­
ber Revolution. The "25 OOOers'', as 
they came to be called, consciously 
saw themselves as bringing advanced 
proletarian consciousness to the peas-

ABOVE: 1929 - Workers going to the countryside to help 
collectlvlsatlon. Banner reads: Forward to completing the 
collectlvlsatlon of the Northern Caucasus! For the Liquidation of the 
Kulaks as a Class! 

BELOW 1930s - Masses participating In building canals to Irrigate the 
areas of Ferghana (Including Uzbekistan, Kirghizia and Tajikistan). 
Musical Instruments (dutara, flauts and tamburs) give rhythm to the 
work. · 
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E ant masses in the backward country- · lose some of their best workers and themselves as renewing the offensive 
fi side, to unite with the tevolutionary activists nor to have a major politi- and reinvigorating the revolution by 
LO pea88:nts an~ ~elp lead their struggle cal ~paign going on and "distract- taking it to the peasantry, especially 

to build soaalism and create a whole ing'' from work. Many argued openly the poor peasants. Veteran workers of 
Z new world. that the qu1>tas of workers demanded 60 and over volunteered, recalling 
2 The 25 OOOers campaign was were too high; others adopted differ- how they fought in the civil war at the 
~ launched following a great crisis · ent tactics and tried to send raw, in- front, and inspiring the younger work­
;= which confronted the ~SSR in 1927- experienced youth with no particu- ers to take their own positions on the 
11.1 28 when, despite a good hatVest, the lar political dedication to carry out front lines. Workers who knew the 
~ amount of grain sent to the cities de- this complicated and dangerous task. countryside spoke out too; one de-

clined dramatically. At the same time, Articles appeared in the press stat- clared, "I am from the peasantry my­
!he urban population ~as growing rap- ing that the workers could expect a self. For a long time, I not only had to 
idly. Moreover instead of revolution hostile reception - hardly meant to observe the life of the peasant but 
elsewhere in Europe coming to their encourage participation. myself tasted all of the superstitions 
aid, as most Bolsheviks had antici- Led by Stalin, Bolshevik party by which all of our old pre-revolution­
pated, there was a renewed menace of forces mobilised from below to over- ary peasantry was nourished. I saw 
war. While some leaders of the CPSU come this resistance, to implement the that the only way for the peasantry to 
gave up revolution and sought ways campaign and then persevere in sup- break out of its indigent condition was 
to make their peace with the old or- porting the workers once they were in to enter the ~llective farm." 
der, the dominant section, led by Sta- the countryside. The workers who The 25 OOOers saw themselves as 
lin, resolved to push ahead and build went were not motivated by personal a necessary aid to the,· weak Party 
socialism, to increase Soviet economic interest: the conditions of life in the forces in the rural areas, indispensa­
and military strength and to ensure the countryside were far worse than in the hie for ensuring that collectivisation 
supply of grain for the Red Army in cities - the 25 OOOers could expect an was carried out and that the cities, and 
case of war. immediate, dramatic decline in their the revolution itself, were not cut off 

The campaign of the 25 OOOers it- income and general conditions of life, and strangled by rural bourgeois forces 
self grew out of the frustration of the including food, cultural activity, and in the countryside. But they-saw them-· 
Party centre in its initial efforts to carry so forth. They went for other reasons: selves as far more than simply brawn 
the revolution to the countryside by most of the volunteers were veterans 1 \ added to ensure the enforcement of 
relying on the rural officials already of the civil war against the botirgeoi- party policy. They also saw themselves 
in place. .sie and the imperialist interventionist as standard-bearers of proletarian cul-

Though the 25 OOOers bad the sup- armies, and political activists in the ture and consciousness, fighting 
port of the Party centre, the local situ- years since - they were dedicated to against illiteracy, drunkenness, lack of ' 
ation was often difficult. In 1926 there the ideals of Marxism-Leninism and discipline, and in general taking an 
was approximately one Bolshevik for the Communist Party. Viola gives the awareness of the Soviet revolution to 
every 400 rural inhabitants; ·most were example of a worker from Rostov, F.Z. hitherto unreached areas. Though 
new members ·who joined during the Drozd, who declared to his fellow fac- many of them ~Y~:'ltually returned to 
NEP period, and, besides the politi- tory workers that it was his duty to the cities, many others settled down 
cally untested, many were often fight for collectivisation just as he had to their new life among the peasantry. 
wealthier peasants whose real motive served in the civil war: "I am an old The workers went in spite of ma­
for joining the Party was to keep their partisan. Earlier, not even stopping to terial deprivation, hostility and dan­
privileged position in the village. think, I cast aside my family and went ger from the ~laJc enemy - many were 

Calling on the advanced workers to defend the party and Soviet power. murdered, hundreds were beaten, ar­
to send 25 000 from their ranks to Now when the slogan is 'transform the rested and purged from the party by 
the countryside, for what was initially North Caucasus to 100 percent collec- rural party committees run by the ru­
expected to be a campaign of a year tivisation in one and one half years', ral elite and their cronies. Many went 
or two, was part of an effort to go over I, with satisfactio~, go to the country- ~ungry ~~d virtually all o! them lived 
the heads of this conservative rural side in order again to fulfil my duty m conditions far more difficult than 
o~ici~dom and mobilise the party's before the party and Soviet _power." those t~ey. left behind in the cities. Yet 
proletarian social base. The workers Viola notes the frustration found the ma1onty of the 25 OOOers perse­
were chosen as the culmination of a among many workers with the period vere~ and ~rri~d on C<?llectivisation, 
mass campaign in the factories, with of the ~ew Economic Policy (NEP) - 1 rallymg allies 10 the villages, gener­
many times more volunteers than the the temporary retreat in the early and 1.~ly the poorer peasants, schoolteach­
number needed - factories sponsored mid-1920s which was called by Lenin ers and youth. 
the workers and tried to aid them with in the face of the ravages of the impe- , : In part due to the efforts of self­
material and moral support. Of the rialist intervention against the new- ·sacrificing proletarian revolutionaries 
factory directors, who were all mem- born revolutionary power. NEP had .like these, for the first time in the his­
bers of the Communist Party, a few allowed a certain revival of capital- ~tory of mankind the toilers themselves 
supported the campaign, but many ism in the cities and especially the :.~renched the land out of the hands ~f 
resisted. They too were facing the countryside, where t~e Bolsheviks 1pri:vate owners who had controlled It 
need to industrialise rapidly, as part were still too weak to effectively tevo- \for countless generations. This was a 
of the First Five Year Plan, and, ac- lutionise the seciety and economy. truly earth-shaking victory that in­
cording to Viola, .. wanted neither to With collectivisation, the workers saw spired millions of workers and peas-,, 



ants around the world with hope and 
shamefully exposed the capitulation of 
those leaders of the Soviet party like 
Trotsky and Bukharin who proclaimed 
such a victory impossible. It is true 
that, as Mao analysed later, there were 
serious mistakes in this campaign, and 

. when the revisionists seized power in 
the 1950s, they turned the collective 
and state farms into factories of op­
pression and degradation. Mao ana­
lysed that though collectivisation in 
the USSR was a great victory, it had 
excessively squeezed the peasants, and 
was part of a policy that overempha­
sised heavy industry to the detriment 
of agriculture and light industry. 
Nonetheless, such errors on the part 
of Stalin and the Soviet revolutionar­
ies do not take away from the fact that 
this was a first path-breaking step, and 
part of the basis on which Mao and 
the Chinese comrades learned to ad­
vance better and higher. 

Stalin's Industrial Revolution, by 
Hiroaki Kuromiya, is a work of eco­
nomic history, not easily accessible, 
which focuses on the First Five Year 
Plan in the USSR, from 1928 to 1932, 
and especially on the role of the work­
ers in carrying out industrialisation. 
Kuromiya briefly goes over the objec­
tive conditions at the time of the deci­
sion to end NEP and launch the drives 
for industrialisation and collectivisa­
tion. International tension was mount­
ing and the Soviet leaders were grow­
ing concerned at the possibility of re­
newed imperialist intervention. The 
grain crisis that erupted in 1926-27, 
mentioned above, posed an acute chal­
lenge to the line of Stalin and those 
determined to go ahead and build so­
cialism in the USSR. These factors 
gave rise to a crisis of confidence in 
the revolutionary regime. '' 

Kuromiya is not concerned with 
attempting an overall summary of the 
period of the First Five Year plan, but 
limits the book to describing the role 
of the workers in carrying out indus­
trialisation. In doing so, his account 
of this period brings welcome relief 
from the mountains of garbage 
churned out by the "totalitarian" 
school of history which interests itself 
almost exclusively in the suppression 
of reactionary intellectuals and kulaks. 
Kuromiya shows vividly not only that 
Stalin's policies had significant popu­
lar support but that they answered 
deeply felt frustrations of broad strata 
in Soviet society, particularly the 

young proletarians, with the NEP pe­
riod. Mao, looking at this period from 
the point of view of the acute class 
struggle in Soviet society, summed up 
that ·this campaign was urgent and 
necessary. 

Yet who was the party to count on 
in carrying out the drive? Revolution­
aries had never faced such a problem 
before and the revolution's very suc­
cess now posed new dilemmas: vet­
eran workers often had moved up in 
the factory into the better-paying, 
skilled jobs and enjoyed a certain sta­
tus as acknowledged leaders of the 
workers. Almost all the factory admin­
istrators were themselves higher-rank­
ipg members of the Communist Party. 
Would they lead the mass movements 
that would be required to build 
socialism? 

Huge industrial projects were 
launched which drew in hundreds of 
thousands of unemployed youth from 
the cities and young migrants from the 
countryside. In the vanguard of these 
giant projects for socialist construc­
tion were the shock movements, of­
ten spearheaded by the· youtli. At the 
time, this was not so evident a policy 
as it might seem to revolutionaries 
today: the shock movements meant 
constantly increasing production 
norms, and this often met reluctance 
from sections of the workers them­
selves, especially the older, more 
highly skilled workers and including 
many of the veterans of the revolution 
and civil war. 

Some in the CPSU leadership had 
to be in the forefront of this movement, 
but most youth in the factories were 
fresh from the countryside and 
unschooled in class struggle and in­
dustrial life, and were looked on with 
suspicion by workers on whom the 
party relied. One party leader, for··ex­
ample, argued that, "For them 
[younger workers from the country­
side], the factory is neither the prop­
erty of the working class that was . 
taken by the working class from the 
capitalists, nor the creation of the pro­
letariat that has been erected by So­
viet power, but rather a place in which 
they can earn a Iittl,e extra to 
strengthen their own farms." 

Yet the party leadership put great 
confidence in these youth, especially 
from the working class itself. Stalin 
called on the KomsOJilOl youth ~'to put 
themselves in the front ranks" of the 
movement to industrialis~.,.. And they 
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did. An American engineer in the ~ 
USSR, who w~ not sympathetic to the ~ 
Soviet regime, nonetheless recorded O 
in his diary at.the time that, "a present- Z 
day observer can easily overlook ... the 0 .,, 
genuine upsurge -Of messianic hopes 
and revolutionary self-sacrifice ... and ~ 
the welcome release from the psycho- =t 
logical doldrums of NEP, With its un- 0 c;; 
dramatic goals and its petit-bourgeois i: 
comfort .... The force of this emotion 
was great among a part of the first 
post-revolutionary generation, espe­
cially among many sons and daugh-
ters of the previously underprivileged 
peasants and factory workers." For 
them, the purpose of the new chal­
lenge "was not merely to advance their 
own careers, but to create a new soci-
ety, never known before, in which in­
justice and inherited social inequities 
would dissolve in a brotherhood of the 
proletariat and eventually all people". 

The shock movements and work­
ers' planning sessions saw party cad­
r.es on the shop floors mobilise the 
workers to surpass the plan norms set 
in the· centre. The factory managers, 
though nearly always members of the 
party, not infrequently resisted, for 
movements of the masses inevitably 

.. posed new challenges to them: when 
workers insisted on doubling output, 
where were they to obtain the new raw 
materials, and how would they pay for 
them? What was the role of the trade 
unions, who were supposed to defend 
the conditions of the workers? Many 
managers vehemently complained 
about the time lost to the constant 
meetings held by· the workers: an av­
erage of half an hour every day. 

According to Kuromiya, the re­
newed upst.irg~ of revolutionary e!an 
in the USSR brought along with 1t a 
growth in egalitarian trends. Mutual 
aid teams and other collective work _ 
forms were set up by the workers, in­
cluding, for a certain period, a "b~­
gade system", where large groups with 
varying skill categories joined together 
and pooled their efforts and wages, 
which they then split up equally .. For 
a while, differentials. in wages were 
reduced throughout Soviet society, and 
in many factories skilled workers 
came to be paid no more than un­
skilled ones. Kuromiya notes that this 
development "was incomprehensible 
from a market point of view", for it 
was taking place amidst dramatic 
shortages of skilled labour. The 
"wage-levelling trends", he notes, 
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~ "had a heroic tone of fighting against 

0 the spontaneity of the market". One 
u. source of support for these wage-lev-
0 elling policies was, according to 
z Kuromiya, Stalin's view that such 
2 egalitarianism would insulate the core 

Ct: of the working class from the dangers 
; of labour aristocratic viewpoints. 
w Nonetheless, the egalitarian trends 
~ gave rise to new problems. Many of 

the skilled workers simply moved on 
to factories where the revolutionary 
movement among the workers was 
less powerful and thus egalitarianism 
weaker, so that they could comniand 
better wages and working conditions. 
This seriously disrupted production. 
Ultimately, the party leadership con­
cluded that it was impossible to sus­
tain the "brigade system". 

In summing up socialist con­
struction in the USSR, Mao Tsetung 
pointed out that as time went on Sta­
lin tended to rely less,,,and less on 
the masses. Kuromiya is not a Marx­
ist. His analysis is certainly not in­
formed by tlie experience of the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu­
tion when the Chinese revolution­
aries were able to rectify many of the 
Soviet revolutionaries' errors. Yet 
the details he provides about what 
the Soviet leaders and masses actu­
ally did do and why support Mao's 
analysis. One case of this is 
Kuromiya's account of the Soviet 
policy of one-man management. · 

It is doubtless that in unleashing 
the drives for industrialisation and 
collectivisation, Stalin knew of and 
was prepared to do battle with power­
ful bureaucratic interests in Soviet so­
ciety. An example of this can be seen 
in his fierce· rebuke of the managers 
and others who resisted the planning 
initiatives of the workers and the 
shock movement, particularly the 
method of socialist competition: "So­
cialist competition is a manifestation 
of a practical revolutionary self-criti­
cism by the lilasses, springing from the 
creative initiative of millions of work­
ers .... The bureaucratic danger mani­
fests itself concretely above all in that 
it shackles the energy, initiative and 
independent activity of workers, keeps 
concealed the colossal reserves latent 
in the depths of our system, deep down 
in the working class and peasantry, 
and prevents these resources from be­
ing utilised in the struggle against our 
class enemies. It is the task of social­
ist competition to smash these bureau-

cratic shackles, to afford broad scope 
for \he unfolding of the energy and 
creative initiative of workers, to bring 
to light the colossal reserves latent in 
the depths of our system and to throw 
them into the scale in the struggle 
against our class enemies both inside 
and outside our country." 

Yet even as Stalin led the Soviet 
people into uncharted waters, in trans­
forming the economy of the country 
in a way unprecedented in history, he 
increasingly came to rely on methods 
that were in contradiction with the 
cause for which he fought. Not the 
least of these was the policy of one­
man management. It seems that Sta­
lin saw this policy as an inherent part 
of increased centralisation, which in 
tum he considered essential to indus­
trialise and collectivise rapidly in or­
der to put the Soviet Union on a war 
footing. Centralisation was supposed 
to counteract the chaos that would in­
evitably arise in this process. 

But the method of one-man man­
agement, which walled workers off 
from the management of the factories, 
was not the only possible solution to 
such a problem. It is true that the · 
CPSU tried to counterbalance one­
man management with a system of 
"workers' control", which was effec­
tive enough to provoke frequent howls 
of protest from administrators - often 
·because the workers upset routine with 
"storming sessions" in which they 
raised plans for production and the 
like. Kuromiya gathers evidence that 
there was immediate, widespread pro­
test among the workers themselves at 
adopting one-man management. Mao 
1Setung considered this policy an er­
ror, and argued that "there should be 
a basic distinction between the prin­
ciples governing socialist and capital­
ist enterprises". In fact, the Chinese 
went on in the Cultural Revolution to 
develop revolutionary commit~~es, 
which were combinations that in­
cluded representatives chosen "from 
below''. Sometimes they were made up 
of representatives of the party, mili­
tary and masses; sometimes old, mid­
dle-aged and young; and especially 
"red and expert", with red being the 
determining factor. Such combina­
tions made use of various experiences 
to guide factories, schools, and other 
institutions; they also. helped break 
down the division of labour inherited 
from class society and mobilised the 
enthusiasm of the masses. 

Stalin's support for one-man 
management formed part of a ten­
dency that grew within the ranks of 
the Soviet leadership to become less 
fully reliant on the masses - a ten­
dency which later had serious adverse 
results. And even within the great 
moments of the First Year Plan and 
the drive to collectivise, these tenden­
cies expressed themselves - Kuromiya 
records not only the adoption of one­
man management, despite resistance 
from many workers, but also the 
growing use of piece rates, material 
incentives and other such policies. 

Moreover, the upsurge of the work­
ers in the First Five Year Plan, though 
genuinely revolutionary in both its 
spirit and achievements, was con­
strained everi from the beginning by a 
too narrow focus on production. Truly 
millions of workers, for. example, were 
brought into the ranks of the manage­
ment and scientific and technical per­
sonnel of the new society. This aston­
ished many observers at the time, yet 
the way it was carried out di9 not strike 
as deeply as possible at the roots of 
the established division of labour in 
society. So while it could be said that 
for this generation, there was truth in 
the statement that the workers were 
stepping onto the stage in nearly every 
sphere of society, they were doing so 
in large part by moving out of the 
working class; in other words, by mov­
ing higher up in the social division of 
labour. The notion that the division 
of labour could be overcome by more 
and more workers becoming admin­
istrators, scientists and the like went 
hand in hand with Stalin's ever more 
pronounced view that building social: 
ism meant developing the productive 
forces. The more awesome challenge 
of gradually digging up the very roots 
of the social division of labour char­
acteristic of class society by mobilis­
ing the masses to seize and transform 
the superstructure had to await Mao 
1Setung and the Cultural Revolution. 
There, for example, the educated 

1 
youth were called on to go to the coun­
tryside where they not only took their 
book knowledge to the peasants, but 
more importantly, learned from. the 
peasants such things as what knowl­
~dge was needed and for whom and 
•io do what. 

·, Parting ways with the dominant 
frtotalitarian" school of historians, 
Kuromiya considers that important 
~truggles continued in the top ranks · 



of the CPSU well into the 1930s and 
that the success of what he calls "the 
Stalin group" was far from certain. 
He points to the strength of opponents 
of Stalin who gathered first around 
Trotsky and later Bukharin in the 
mid-. and late-1920s, including 
within the trade unions and other 
important institutions, and takes se­
riously the possibility that they were 
prepared even in the early 1930s to 
seize on any major setback to "the 
Stalin group" in order to grab power. 
K.B. Radek, for example, who was a 
member of the Politburo, stated in 
regards to the industrialisation drive 
that, "If this general offensive were 
not slowed down it would, as we de­
fined it by a catch-phrase, 'end like 
the march on. Warsaw"' (referring to 
a campaign involving Stalin during 
the revolutionary civil war in which 
the Red Army suffered a serious de­
feat). Others thought that the failure 
of Stalin's policy and the rise of the 
Right were virtually "a foregone con­
clusion". Kuromiya shows that there 
was support for these rightist lines 
broadly throughout the party hierar­
chy. For example, a meeting of 
"shock workers on. the financial 
front" in 1932 saw significant open 
support for a proposal that the profit 
motive should be restored to a deter­
mining position in the financial af­
fairs of the Soviet state - and these 
were supposedly the politically ad­
vanced finance workers! 

Kuromiya sums up the period of 
the First Year Plan by1observing that, 
by seriously underestimating the ac­
tual role of ideology an4 politics in 
CPSU policy, Western historians tend 
to overstate the monolithic character 
of Soviet society: "Stalin, fa'r from 
rallying the entire nation, even split 
it. Unlike Witte [a reformer in the 
pre-World War 1 period], who had 
merely dreamed of a strong autocracy 
that would not have had to rely on 
any particular class, but stand above 
all classes, Stalin deliberately sought 
the support of particular political con­
stituencies, the Communists, 
Komsomols and industrial workers, 
by pitting them against the alleged · 
class enemy." 

A later generation of revolution­
aries led by Mao Tuetung have, while 
upholding Stalin's contributions, 
made serious criticisms of the line 
guiding both these great campaigns2. 
They were nonetheless tremendous 

Two Moment11us Years ... 
Continued from page 4'I 
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the People's War. That thousands are 
replacing the hup,dreds, and hundreds 
of thousands are replacing the thou­
sands! They realised that People's War 
cannot be easily wished away, that it 
was a fundamentally new type of war. 

achievements by the Soviet people in 
building socialism. The very many 
observers such as Anna Louise Strong, 
Maurice Hindus, the Durants, Dr. Nor­
man Bethune and others who travelled 
the length and breadth of the USSR 
in this period took back countless sto­
ries of the miracles worked by the pre­
viously downtrodden workers and 
peasants of backward Russia .. in books 
that today are, of course, all out of 
print. Indeed, while the advanced im­
perialist powers of Germany, Great 
Britain, France and the US floundered 
in the Great Depression, with millions 
living in the streets and begging for 
food in these richest countries on 
earth, in the formerly backward area 
of the USSR the most rapid economic 
development witnessed in the 20th 
century was taking place and the old 
way of life was being overturned. The 
Chinese masses led by Mao advanced 
further along the path to communism 
than Stalin and the Soviet people were 
able, in no small part by correcting 
their errors - in~eed, their progress 
was only possible by standing on the 
shoulders of those generations of So­
viet people who truly set out to build 
the earth on new foundations. • 

Endnotes 

Along with aggravating the crisis 
within the rotten state of the reaction­
ary class this great process of People's 
War intensified the contradictions 
within its different political factions. 
Among the various parliamentary 
cliques which serve as stooges for dif­
ferent imperialist and expansionist 
plunderers, the process of 
manoeuvering for power was intensi­
fied. Under the background of the 
above crisis and immediately after the 
celebration of the first glorious anni­
versary and commencement of the sec­
ond year of People's War, a new coali­
tion within the reactionary state was 
installed, demonstrating naked perver­
sion· immorality, hypocrisy and 
flunkeyism. The new government, with 
the participation of the renegade United 
Nepal Communist Party (Marxist­
Leninist) [UML] clique under the lead-

, :ership of the Panchayati butchers was :a. 
a mockery of even the limited achieve- ~ 
ments of the 1990 historic people's -r= 

11n Chapter 6 of Democracy: Cant We Do 
Better Then That? (Chicago: Banner Press, 
1986), Bob Avakian, Chairman of the 
RCP,USA, analyses the theory of the "to­
talitarian state" and the way in which 
Western, and especially social-democratic, 
theorists have used it as "one of the main 
weapons in the ideological arsenal of 
Western imperialism in its conflict with 
the Soviet bloc" following World War 2. 
In fact, no such thing as the "totalitarian 
state" has ever existed. Avakian dissects 
the main tenets of this theory: that the "to­
talitarian state" rests on all-pervasive ter­
ror, that its goal is world domination, that 
it seeks to control every sphere of life, etc., 
and shows in what ways this theory served 
imperialism. This thesis especially hides 
the division of society into classes and the 
role the state plays as the organ of rule of 
a class. 

21n particular, Mao criticised Stalin's one­
sided emphasis on industrialisation and 
modernisation. He discusses this at length 
in £Critique of_Soviet Economics 
(Monthly Review Press, 1977). The Mao­
ist position is summarised briefly in the 
Declaration of the Revolutionary Interna­
tionalist Movement · 

movement. It adopted a new strategy 0 
of repression combined with diplomatic ~0 intrigue against the People's War. Un-
der this strategy in the beginning it was § 
pronounced that the People's War was 2! 
a "political problem" and that it could ~ 
be solved through "dialogue". How- ! 
ever, in practice pr<:parations were -. 
made for even more mtense suppn:s- ~ 
sion by con~tituting ~iffen:nt CODltnlS-
sions, particularly an mtelligence com­
mission. The people grasped the over­
all conspiracy of th~ new governme~t. -
when it decided to mtroduce an anti-
terrorist bill and to mobilise the mili­
tary against the people even when there 
was no change in the objective 
conditions. . 

By reflecting upon the teachings ~f 
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, the uru­
versal principle of the develop':11e~t. of 
revolutionary war and the specifietties 
of the development of the People's War 
in Nepal, ·the Party had already visu~­
ised the possibility of the enemy mobi­
lising its army against the People's War. 
To resist this, the Party had prepared 
its entire rank and file, the combatants 
and the masses to a certain extent, with 
a series of political and military strate 
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gies and tactics. Pqstulating the mobi .. tary forces through an unannounced, 
lisation of the a,nny against the Poople's . : countrywide campaign of repression, 
War as a..1ign of the victory of Peo- · arrest and torture, and making armed 
pie's War from the military point of interventions against peaceful pro­
view, the Party had already prepared grammes of different mass organisa­
itself for the great prospects and grave tions. In this way nine revolutionary 
challenges. combatants, including Comrades 

The great Nepalese masses Dhanraj Pun, Suk Bahadur Rokka, 
launched a countrywide protest cam- Prem Bahadur Rokka, Bhim Prasad 
paign against the reactionary govern- Oharti of Rolpa district, a woman Com­
ment's decision to introduce the. so- rade, Kaniala Bhatt, of Gorkha district, 
called anti-terrorist bill and to mobi- and Com. Padam Bahadur Rokaya of 
lise the army against the People's War, -- Jajarkot district, have been murdered 
thus rendering it dormant for the time by this government of Indian stooges 
being. Within the short period of one (up till January 1998). 
and a half months, the fascist nature However, the more important as­
of the ·new government got exposed. peel is the new and unprecedented 
More importantly, for the first time the wave of people's support in favour of 
broader masses of people got the op- the People's War that has been increas­
portunity of identifying and under- ing together with such declarations 
standing the reactionary nature of the and activities of the government. The 
revisionist renegade UML clique. peasants, women, students and intel­
Against the wrath· of the people the lectuals in their thousands are forg­
govemment was forced to retreat. To ing ahead at greater speed in the proc­
a certain. extent, the Nepalese people ess of militant struggle. The military 
rightly experienced it as a form of vie- actions of people's guerrillas have not 
tory for their initiative. only expanded widely but also attained 

Alarmed by this kind of develop- newer heights. This has· been . fOn­
ment, the feudalists and the imperial- firmed by the recent success of higher 
ists start~ looking for another equa- forms of guerrilla action accomplished 

~ tion for maintaining their state. In this in Rukum and Dhading, among other 
.._ context started the much hated proc- parts of the country. ! ess of the buying and selling, confin- Amidst this people's hatred, wrath 
..., ing and kidnapping of parliamentar- and resistance, another drama of the 
!: · ians mainly under the intervention and formation of a new coalition within 
~ for the i~terests of the Indian expan- the reactionary state has begun. In the e sionistsl The hypocrisy of parliamen- form of a meaningless debate of 
Q tary democracy got even more ex- whether to hold a mid-term election 
~ posed. It became once more clear to or a special session of parliament, 
o , everyone that the parliament and the power struggles between the Royal 
3t parliamentarians are nothing but the palace, the USA and India are taking 
~ sheepfold and sheep of imperialism place. For their own exclusive domi-

and feudalism. nation and plunder, the Indian expan-
Ultimately a coalition government sio.nists and the American imperial­

was formed, consisting of the past fas- ists are today openly penetrating into 
cist Panchas and the Congress, infa- .the reactionary groups, including the 
ntous as traitors, mass-murderers and Royal palace, Nepali Congress, UML 
stooges of tJte Indian expansionists. and the Rastriya. Prajatantra Party 
This new government, most hated and (RPP). It is now as clear as the day­
shunned by the people, in its first pub- light that various contradictions and 
lie declaration made known its policy conflicts within the different reaction­
of CQritaitiing the People's War. They ary cliques of the country ~re in ,es­
declared that they would "wipe out~' the sence the reflection of power struggles 
People's War within a period of three between different imperialist and ex­
months. The new government is pro- pansionist camps. 
ceeding ahead with the strategic policy From the above scenario of Jhe 
of using government-sponsored goons People's War and the reactionary s~te 
under the name of the People's Defence it becomes clear that the reaction~ry 
Committee, killing-revolutioQary cad:- state is sliding towards its doom and 
res with surprise attacks, making false the great process of the People's ""ar 
and vicious propaganda against the is heading towards its victory. The 
leadership of the People's War, mobi- present reactionary state. is. the r®t 
lising huge commando police and mill- cause of the downfall of the country 

and the people, and the People's War 
represents the banner of the safeguard 
and liberation of the country and the 
people. 

Today, the feudalists, the expan­
sionists and the imperialists are con­
spiring through their Nepalese 
stooges, the Nepali Congress, UML, 
the Royal palace, RPP, etc., to let loose 
more intense repression· against the 
Nepalese people and the People's War. 
It is not possible to attain easy victory 
in People's War. For this, wider par­
ticipation and the more unified efforts 
of the masses is warranted. There are 
great possibilities and at the same time 
serious challenges, too, ahead of the 
People',4}/War. 

Up to now the reactionary class has 
been adopting the strategy of 
disinformation campaigns politically 
and that of encirclement .and suppres­
sion militarily against the People's 
War. To counter this the People's War 
is adopting the strategy of "demysti­
fying rumour'' politically and "break­
ing encirclement and mounting resist­
ance" militarily. 

We should not assume the failure 
of different reactionary political 
groups as the failure of the overall re­
actionary state. If need be, the reac­
tionary state can do away with the 
present political groups as the failure · 
of exercising extreme despotism 
against the people. It is only by pre­
paring themselves to face the woq;t 
state that the revolutionaries can fulfill 
their historic role. The main point is 
to dare to win over the fear of death, 
through adherence to the revolution­
ary principles of Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism and commitment for the sake 
of the people. However arduous the 
path may be, the .destruction of the 
readionary state and the victory of the 
people is for sure. 

3. ROLE OF PEOPLEIS WAR IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

THREE INSTRUMENTS OF 
REVOLUTION 

A. THE PARTY 

Comrade Mao has synthesised that 
the three magic instruments of the new 
democratic revolution are the party, 
. the revolutionary united front and the 
people's army. Even though the theory 
may remain the same, the specific de­
velopment of these instruments de-



pends upon the specificities of histori­
cal development of different countries. 
Here there is no question of accom­
modating mechanistic thinking. It is 
well known that amongst the three 
instruments, the party is the main in­
strument which will give leadership 
to the other two. 

The People's War which has been 
forging ahead for the past two years 
has played a historic role in develop­
ing and transforming the Party i~elf. 
In a semi-feudal and semi-colonial 
country like· ours and in the era of 
imperialism and proletarian revolu-

. tion the process of the protracted na­
ture of the people's war is also a proc­
ess of the revolutionary transforma­
tion of the party. We are realising with 
our own experience that in compari­
son to tens of years of idealistic talk­
ing and sermoning, the two years ex­
perience of the People's War has 
played an amazing role in the revolu­
tionary transformation of the Party. 

The People's War has played an 
important role in the transformation 
and development of the Party, such as: 
by strengthening the ideological unity 
of the Party through emotional unity; 
by raising the ideological and politi­
cal awareness and level of the Party 
to a newer height through unfolding 
specific characteristics of the Nepalese 
revolution; by leading the whole Party 
towards the development of a prole­
tarian revolutionary culture of re­
nouncement, devotion and sacrifice 
essential for giving leadership to the 
people's revolution; by raising con­
sciousness about ·the dialectical rela­
tionship anci the correct handling. of 
class struggle and inner struggle; by 
qualitatively consolidating and ex­
panding the relationship between the 
mass, class, Party and the leaders; by 
increasing the role, responsibility and 
recognition of the Party in the national 
and international field, etc. 

It was the process of resisting 
against the reactionary state's fascist 
repression and facing the venomous 
attacks of the old and the new revi­
sionists that sped up the revolution­
ary transformation process of the 
Party. The fact that the development 
of the Party as the revolutionary rep­
resentative of the proletarian clas~ 
takes place through an intense proc­
ess of class Struggle and ideological 
struggle bas been proved correct in 
Nepal too. 

Based on the synthesis of the ex-

periences, achievements and limits of 
People's War, the Party is today stress­
ing making lessons of the Great Pro­
letarian Cultural Revolution (GPCR) 
its point of departure SQ as to prevent 
the.Party from changing its colour and 
to be more revolutionary ·and matured 
in the face of repressive, conspirato­
rial and splittist activities of the reac­
tionaries and the opportunists. For a 
continuous transformation of the Party 
as the leader of the revolution, for de­
fending it physically and ideologically 
and for expanding and strengthening 
its relationship with the masses there 
is no other scientific method in the 
present-day world than the teachings 
of the GPCR. The Party is the unity of 
opposites; as long as the Party exists 
the phenomena of unity and struggle 
between the opposites will also re­
main. The more developed and the 
more complex the class struggle be­
comes the more the Party also neces­
sarily becomes developed and com­
plex. In that context a maximum and 
continuous practice of democracy both 
within and outside the Party becomes 
necessary so as to preserve the revo­
lutionary quality of the Party and to 
defeat different manifestations of re­
visionism and opportunism. To ensure 
the maximum participation of the gen­
eral cadres and the labouring masses 
in the internal affairs of the Party is 
the only guarantee to save it against 
revisionism. Hence, the Party is able 
to visualise clearly through the expe­
riences of the two years of People's 
War that unless one adopts a system 
of generating innumerable revoliltion­
ary successors from the rank and file 
cadres and the masses, it will be im­
possible to defeat feudalism, ·imperi­
alism and revisionism. The important 
achievement of today is the realisa­
tion of the necessity of developing 
consciousness and initiatives among 
the cadres and the masses to "bom­
bard the headquarter8" of opportun­
ism so as to fulfill the role of giving 
leadership to the great revolution of 
the people against the exploitation and 
oppression of feudalism and imperi­
alism and the betrayal and ueachery 
of revisionism. 

8. THE REVOLUTIONARY 
UNITED FRONT 

-
Theoretically, it is obvious that the 

success of democratic revolution is 
. impossible without ih~broa~ rev<?lu-
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tionary uni~ed front between different 
anti-feudal and anti-imperialist 
classes, sections, and levels of people 
under the leadership of the proletariat. 
Similarly, it !s,, clear that the basis· of 
such a form of united front will be and 
should be the unity between workers 
and peasants. 

However, the process of initiation 
and development of the revolutionary 
united front will be different, depend­
ing upon the situation of different 
countries. In Nepal, the greatest mani­
festation of opportunism has been on 
the question of the united front. 

Although theoretically our Party 
had been forwarding a revolutionary 
line on this question for a long time, 
it was not able to put it into practice 
and it was also not possible without 
initiating the People's War. Today the 
experiences of the People's War have 
given a clear picture of the tactical and 
strategic aspects of the revolutionary 
united front. Looking at the historical 
specificities of Nepal and the experi­
ences of the two years of People's War, 
the broad united front of oppressed 
classes and masses, oppressed nation­
alities and the people of the oppressed 
regions will be the concrete manifes- )I. 

talion of our revolutignary united ~O 
front. This conclusion has an immense 
historical importance. i! 

This will smash the present O 
"unity" imposed by the Hindu feudal a 
state power based on classd, national § 
and regional inequality an ?Ppres- :c: 
sion and open the door for bu1~d1ng a ~ 
new unity based on democratic val- ! 
ues. 'lbday the People's War has had .._ 
maximum impact on th~ oppressed ~ 
classes and masses of workers, peas-
ants women, etc., on different op­
pr~d nationalities and untouchable 
dalit castes and on the people of the 
oppressed regions of the far West and 
the Terai. . 

The Party regards it !18 a hist?ncal 
necessity of Nepal to give maximum 
importance to the. question o~ the 
struggle against national and regional 
oppression as an integral part of class 
struggle and democratic ~evo}uti'!n. 
Until the political, econo~1c, lingu~s­
tic, religious and. ~ultural nghts ?f dif­
ferent nationaht1es usurped 10 the 
course of formation of the centralised 
feudal state of Nepal are reinstated 
democratically and they are guaran­
teed ·full participation in the new 
democratic state, and until a grea~ force 
of national unity based on democracy 
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is created, it will be impossible to 
smash feudalism and imperialism. . 

In order to achieve. that great na­
tional unity ther~ is no proletarian 
outlook other than to recognise . the 

... right of self-determination, including 
the right to secede politically, for the 
oppressed nationalities. Hence our 
Party has firmly accepted "the right of . 
self-determination of different op­
pressed nationalities in order to en­
sure their participation as a necessary 
part of the revolutionary united front. 
Accordingly the Party has been under-. 
talcing initiatives to put into practice 
national autonomy as the concrete pro­
gramme for the present. 

In the present stage of the devel­
opment of the People's War, wherever 
there is an· exercise of the local demo­
cratic state the Party has been trying 
to practically apply the concept of the 
united front in it, and at the central 
level to build the united front as an 
instrument of struggle against class, 
national and regional oppression. In 
order to ensure the victory of the Nepa­
lese revolution, the relevance of the 
Party's concept of the united front 
should be propagated amongst the 

~ workers, peasants, different nationali­
.._ ties, oppressed castes and the people 
~ of the oppressed regions and it should 
.- be given an organisational form as fast 
C: as possible and as best as possible. At ;: 
~ the ideological level, it is necessary to 

launch a more -vigorous struggle 
against the rightist revisionists who 
hanker after opportunistic alliances in 
the name of the united front. 

C. PEOPLE'S ARMY 

The People's War, which is forg­
ing ahead with Marxist-Leninist-Mao­
ist slogans such as: ''The people with­
out an army have nothing of their 
own", "The main instrument of the 
state is· the army", "In New Demo­
cratic Revolution the main form of 
organisation is the army and the main 
form of struggle is the war'', etc., is 
playing an important role in the for­
mation of the people's army. Today 
unarmed masses are systematically 
transforming themselves into armed 
masses relying on the revolutionary 

·theory that war teaches war. Using the 
strategy and tactics of total war in the 
face of the extreme unbalanced con­
dition of the military forces of the en­
emy and the people, the People's War 
has been moving forward the process 

of building the army with the Nepa­
lese specificities. 

By~unfolding many concrete laws 
of dialectical relations between open 
and secret wbrk, rural and urban ac­
tivities, legal and illegal struggle, po­
litical and military activities, and mass 
actions and mobilisation, the People's 
War has been developing military con­
sciousness and the power of the 
people. 

4. ROLE OF PEOPLE'S WAR IN 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
REVOLUTIONARY MASS 

ORGANISATION AND 
THE MASS MOVEMENT 

of -labouring women from each and .. 
every remote district are participating 
in women's meetings and conferences, 
shaking heaven and earth and fight­
ing for their due rights. These have 
proved the new relationship between 
the People's War·and the mass move­
ment. The fact that women are the most 
inspired·group in the last two years of 
People's War itself is indicating defi­
nite victory for the Nepalese revolution. 
· -Today a new horizon of the peas­

ant's meetings, conferences and strug­
gles has opened up throughout the 
country. The way the poor peasants are 
taking great initiative in capturing 
thousands of quintals of grains, crops 
and lands and in destroying forged 

The historic initiation of People's bond papers.of .different -feudal land­
War and its successive development lords of the country- behind all these 
has opened a new door to the devel- the People's War has definitely played 
opment of revolutionary mass organi- a great role. Hundreds of thousands 
sation and the revolutionary mass of peasants from the main areas of 
movement. First of all, it has created struggle are attempting to exercise 
new waves of revolutionary mass or- new democratic power by systemati­
ganisation and revolutionary mass cally resisting the enemy's mass kill­
movement by making a mockery of the ing, looting and terrorising. Have such 
revisionist cowards who refuse to see scenes ever before been observed by 
the possibilities of developing the ~he Nepalese communist movement? 
mass movements and mass organisa~ It is definite that by taking the path of 
tions beyond the limits of reformism. revolutionary land reform consciously 
and parliamentarism and who were in- · and in a planned manner in different 
dulging in the self-gratification of parts of the country; the flames of the 
their monopoly over that area after the revolutionary peasant struggles will in 
initiation of the People's War. future reduce to ashes the whole feu-

Toda y the workers, peasants, dal relations of production. Similarly 
women, students, teachers, intellectu- the revolutionary y9uths and students 
als, dalits, oppressed nationalities and are marching forward, spreading or­
cultural activists are fueling the fire ganisation and struggles throughout 
of organisation and struggle as allies the country, defying killing, repres­
of the People's. War with a new zest sion, arrest and torture by the enemy. 
and..zeal. The waves of the revolution- The People's War has given new en­
ary mass movements and revolution- ergy for sacrifice and initiative to the 
ary mass organisations have been ere- students by qualitatively developing · 
ated throughout the country, chiefly among them a sense of responsibility 
in the principal areas of struggle, by towards their country and the people. 
challenging the severe state terrorism Along with the development of the 
perpetrated by the reactionary state People's War a new consciousness for 
and the cowardly twaddle of the revi- fighting for their own rights and lib­
sionist renegades. eration is spreading amongst ntany 

Has the modern ··history of Nepal oppressed nationalities of the country 
ever seen such amazing initiative of the such as Magars, Gurungs, Tamangs, 
thousands of the labouring women of Newars, Tharns, Rais, Limbos and 
the rural areas of the country who have Madhises. People's War has speeded 
raised the flag of revolt, defying all up the process of the formation of vari­
kinds of difficulties? Can the revision- ous national liberation fronts and ex­
ist cowards ever imagine the great pansion of nationality organisations. 
surge of women's participation in the SiD1parly, today along with the devel­
form of guerrilla fighters and com- opment of People's War, a wave of or­
manders who defy death <!onsciously gariisation and struggle has been cre­
and Willingly? Amidst terror unleashed ated among dalit castes at a greater 

· by government-sponsored goons, the speed and on a wider scale. The dalits 
police and the army, today thousands are today rebelling against the inhu-



man tyranny perpetrated upon them by 
the feudal state of high caste Hindus. 

Similarly, the People's War has 
made teachers, prof~sors and intel­
lectuals more conscious and active 
with regards to their responsibilities 

. towards the country and the people. It 
is a significant change that thousands 
of intellectuals are coming forward to 
give moral support to the great his­
toric process of People's War, and are 
organising against the social evils and 
the degeneration and tyranny of the 
reactionary state. 

In the field of the cultural front, 
the People's War is helping the revo­
lutionary cultural activists in their ini­
tiative and alignment against the 
present capitalist, revisionist and neo­
revisionist hypocrisy. In the field of 
literature, art and culture, the People's 
War is directly helping in the forma­
tion of a countrywide new~ cultural 
army. The role played by the cultural 
front in making hundreds of thousands 
of people participate in the People's 
War has been unprecedented. 

It is not only within the country 
but also outside the country, particu­
larly in India, that the People's War 
has created a new spirit and confi­
dence among the expatriate Nepalese 
to get themselves organised and par­
ticipating in the People's War in Ne­
pal. The Party's influence and work 
among hundreds of thousands of ex­
patriate Nepalese has increased. 

Similarly today the People's War 
is playing an important role in attract­
ing agricultural technicians, doctors, 
engineers, lawyers, ~umaQ rights ac­
tivists, etc., towards the new demo­
cratic revolution.· 

From these facts it becomes clear 
that the People's War does not weaken 
mass movement and mass organisa­
tion but instead strengthens them and 
opens the door for their qualitative 
expansion and development. From the 
experience of the past two years, it has 
become clear that it is the revisionists 
who have been hampering the revo­
lutionary development of mass organi­
sation and the mass movement by 
parroting mass movementism but 
worshipping reformism and 
parliamentarism. 

5. ROLE OF PEOPLE'S WAR IN 
EXPOSING THE REVISIONISTS 

Nowhere in the world proletarian 
movement has the success of the revo-

Iution been achieved without waging 
intense ideological struggle against 
revisionism. One of the essential con­
ditions for the development and vic­
tory o~ the Nepalese revolution ~s also 
to liberate.the people of Nepal from 
the fatal poison of revisionism. Com­
rade Lenin has poignantly expressed 
that it is foolish to try to fight against 
modern revisionism only with theo­
retical debate. Together with ideologi­
cal debate it is mainly through the 
development of class struggle that re­
visionism can be defeated. It is not 
so simple and trivial to fight against 
Nepalese revisionism, which has . 
deeply penetrated within the Nepalese 
communist movement in the past five 
decades and poisoned the minds of 
hundreds of genuine people. 

As has been said by Lenin, it is 
mainly the development of class strug­
gle, here in the form of people's war, 
along with ideological debate, that has 
started burning Nepalese revisionism 
(in Engels' words: "colossal heap of 
garbage"). 

That today the new and the old 
revisionists have become more terror­
ised by the ghost of the People's War 
than even the old reactionaries and 
are madly assailing it proves that the 
revisionist heap of garbage is on fire. 
Immediately after the initiation of the 
People's War, the new and the old re­
visionist pundits violated the com­
mon morality of class solidarity and 
showed their true character by putting 
their faith in the feudalist and impe­
rialist propaganda and by doubting 
and dishonouring the great sacrifice 
and .initiative of the masses. They ex­
posed their true self by lending their 
voice to the reactionary state and by 
trumpeting the charge of terrorism. 
and extremism against the People's .. 
War. It is not only the leadership of 
the UML that has degenerated into 
reaction, but also the new revisionist 
ringleaders who claim themseives as 
the upholders of "New Democracy" 
and "Mao Thought" that have been 
serving the reactionary state against 
the People's War and thus revealing 
their true character. In this context it 
is worth recollecting Mohan Bikram, 
who is getting degenerated and 
marginalised due to his own immoral, 
hypocritical and revisionist charac­
ter, who outwitted all ot~ers by an­
nouncing that the People's War would 
be wiped out within ten months. 
Howeve~, when the old and th'e new 

83 

revisionists saw that the People's War 
was spreading more and more against 
their wishes, they started parroting 
that there was a reactionary hand in 
promoting the Peopl~,'s War, just as 
the Congress and the Royal palace 
have been accusing each other of the 
same. They lamented that the reac­
tionaries were not a~le to r~press the 
People's War, which in fact has been 
resisting reactionary massacres and 
state terror. 

When the People's War entered the 
second year, it was transformed into the 
life process of hundreds of thousands 
of people, and it started challenging the 
ruling reactionary state all the more, 
and it also triggered the process of 
genuine cadres from the revisionist 
camp joining and supporting the Peo­
ple's War overtly or covertly. Seeing 
this, the old revisionists openly went 
to give leadership to the reactionary 
state in order to suppress the People's 
War. The new revisionist ring leaders, 
in order to fight for their survival, went 
nakedly to play into the reactionaries' 
hands. They instigated the reactionar­
ies against the People's War by mak­
ing mountains out of mole bills of 
insignificant events at a local level. )a. 

The People's War has now .entered ~ 
the third year, after completing two 0 
years. It bas established itself as the 5! 
only revolutionary alternative in the 0 
country. For the reactionary state to- O 
day the Pebople

1
's W:I ar hasdb~co~etthhe :§ 

greatest o stac e. t soun s 1romc at c: 
along with the imperialists, expan- ""­
sionists, Nepali Congress, Rastriya ! 

-Prajatantra Party and United Marx- -.. 
ist-Leninist group, even the leaders ~ 
of Mashal and the Unity Centre 
should be branding the People's War 
as terrorism. But this is a fact. No­
where and never have the elements 
that have degenerated into reformism 
and parliamentarisnt ideologically 
and politically ever helped the revo­
lutionary movement. Even after the 
success of people's revolution in the 
future, such kinds of people will con­
tinue to oppose it. It is well known 
that the Bolsheviks in Russia and the 
Maoists in China were attacked even 
·after the revolution by the revision-
ists who described themselves as 
communists. ·· 

. Today the People's War1s scaling 
ever greater heights while exposing all 
the. rubbish of the new and the old re­
visionists. So long as the revolution­
aries are guided by Marxism-Lenin-
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ism-Maoism and so long as they re-· 
main loyal to the Nepalese people and 
march forward to liberate the country 
and the peopl~ the venomous attacks 
of the revisionists will not be able to 
stop the development of the People's 
War. Rather, with the pa8sage of time 
the revisionists will get thoroughly 
exposed. The revolution will triumph. 
The development of two years of Peo­
ple's War has sufficiently proved this. 

6. PEOPLE'S WAR AND THE 
EXPANSION AND 

CONSOLIDATION OF 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Before the hiStoric initiation of Peo­
ple's War the Party had pledged that 
''the Nepalese revolution is an integral 
part of the world proletarian revolution 
and will serve the world revolution". 
Today with two years of experience this 
pledge has been proved absolutely cor­
rect. It is already known to all that our 
Party is a participating member of the 
Revolutionary Internationalist Move­
ment (RIM), which is striving for the 
building of a "New International". 
Within this period our-relationship with 

~ the RIM C.Ommittee and ~ other par­
- ticipating fraternal Parties of RIM has i become qualitatively alive and 
""" strengthened. The initiation of the Peo­
~ pie's War and its successive develop­
=t ment has, at one end, given new inspi­

ration to the participating parties of 
RIM, and at the other end, the Nepa­
lese People's War has received moral 
support from all the Parties. In the 
course of development, today, the in­
ternational responsibility of our Party 
and the revolutionary Nepalese people 
has increased qualitatively. 

Today our relations are not only 
spreading among the participating 
members of RIM but also among 
those revolutionary Marxist Parties 
and organisations who are outside 
RIM. Similarly, relations with revo­
lutionary organisations waging na­
tional liberation struggles against 
imperialism and expansionism are 
also expafiding along with the devel­
opment of the People's War in Ne­
pal. The way the Nepalese People's 
War, which is of a protracted nature, 
has expanded its international rela­
tions and its influence has ·itself be­
come a specific manifestation of the 
Nepalese revolution. It is a matter of 
pride that the Nepalese People's War 
is getting warm support, love and in-

spiration from millions of revolution­
ary masses all over the world within 
sucJi a short period. 

Also, just as the Nepalese People's 
War is speeding up its relations with 
international revolutionaries, at the 
same speed the imperialists, expan­
sionists and various reactionaries are 
hatching conspiracies and intrigues 
against it. In this regard the com­
ments of parJicularly the· ruling 
classes of India and the American im­
perialists, the world gendarmes, are 
worth noting. Many conspiratorial 
and repressive moves by these pow­
ers againsflhe Nepalese People's War 
and the Party leading it have come to 
the surface. These elements are 
mainly instigating their stooges, the 
ruling class and various reactionary 
groups of Nepal, to suppress the Peo­
ple's War. This way the Nepalese 
People's War has proved .to be a big 
slap to the world imperialist system 
which is undergoing new economic 
and political crises. It is now becom­
ing clear that the Nepalese People's 
War will have a historic role in de­
veloping the new wave of worl~ revo~ 
lotion in the near future. 

The continuous development of the 
Nepalese People's War has not only 
started exposing Nepalese revisionism 
but also world revisionism. The Peo­
ple's War has been a major blow to the 
old and the new revisionists who have 
been swimming in the dirty pools of 
reformism and parliamentarism and 
have betrayed the people's revolution­
ary movement all over the world. In 
this regard the attacks of the Commu­
nist Party of India (Marxist), the Com­
munist Party of India and other revi­
sionist renegades against the Maoist 
People's War in Nepal are particularly 
noteworthy. 

Today, in many other countries of 
the world, final preparations for 
launching a Maoist People's War are 
taking place. It is a matter of pleasure 
for all the Nepalese revolutionaries to 
know that the experiences of the ini­
tiation and continuation of the Peo­
ple's War in Nepal are directly help­
ing in these preparations. Today re­
quests have been received from revo­
lutionary workers in different parts of 
the world to come to Nepal and to par­
ticipate in,Ahe warfront in order to 
safeguard and develop the Nepalese 
People's War and to learn practical 
lesso'ns from it. These are the highest 
manifestations of the international 

impact of the two years of the de'{el­
opment of the People's War. 

This way, at one end, the Nepa­
lese People's War has become a new 
challenge to international imperialism 
and revisionism, and at the other end, 
a new source of inspiration for the 
communist revolutionaries and the 
masses of the people. This situation 
has definitely placed more interna­
tional responsibility on the shoulders 
of the Communist Party of Nepal 
(Maoist), the revolutionary fighters 
and the general masses of Nepal. The 
leading districts, the great martyrs and 
all the revolutionary fighters of the 
People's War in Nepal have now been 
transformed into tht common assets 
of communist revolutionaries all over 
the world. It is this sense of serious­
ness and responsibility that has in­
spired the Nepalese revolutionaries to . 
develop the People's War to· greater 
heights and to set living examples of 
devotion and sacrifice. 

7. CONCLUSION 

The great process of the People's 
War is marching forward by giving 
birth to powerful forces of revolu­
tionary transformation in all areas of 
Nepalese society. The enemies and the 
opportunists within and outside the 
country are conniving with each other 
to repress and thwart this great proc­
ess of revolutionary transformation. 
The revolutionary communists and the 
masses of the people within and out­
side the country are getting all the 
more organised on a bigger scale to 
safeguard and develop this great proc .. 
ess. Thus, at one end, the two years of 
People's War have opened the doors 
of historic possibilities, while at the 
other end, a situation of bigger chal­
lenges from the enemies and the op­
portunists has also been created. 

The revolution is not following the 
subjective wishes of anyone, 'but the 
dialectical path of its own develop­

, ment. The two years of People's War 
, 

1have inspired the Party to fulfil its his­
toric responsibility of liberating the 
people with greater firmness, devotion 
and responsibility while remaining 
~mmitted to the invincible principles 
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. Let us 
unite in the service of and for the lib­
~ration of the great Nepalese people! 
However difficult and challenging the 
path may be the people's victory is 
~ertain. • 



On the Explosion ... 
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that Lenin had already struggled 
against revisionism. This, once again, 
shows. Mashal's lack of understand­
ing of the Marxist theory of knowl­
edge and the law of dialectics. The 
struggle with the bourgeoisie is a pro­
tracted one,. constantly bringing new 
elements to the fore, and capitalism 
itself brings about changes in the 
world. All this gives rise to new con­
tradictions, including new forms of 
revisionism, which in turn require new 
analysis. Marx's struggle against 
Proudhon or Bakunin no more negates 
the importance of Lenin's struggle 
against Kautsky than does Lenin's 
struggle against revisionism negate 
Mao's fight against modem revision­
ism. It is also important to note that 
phenomena develop through struggle; 
and as the RIM Declaration puts it, 
"History has shown that real creative 
developments of Marxism (and not 
phoney revisionist distortions) have 
always been inseparably linked with 
a fierce struggle to defend and uphold 
basic principles of Marxism-Lenin­
ism. Lenin's two-fold struggle against 
the open revisionists and against 
those, like Kautsky, who opposed revo­
lution under the guise of 'Marxist or­
thodoxy' and Mao Tse-lung's great 
battle to oppose the modem revision­
ists and their negation of the experi­
ence of building socialism in the 
USSR under Lenin and Stalin while 
carrying out a thorough and scientific 
criticism of the roots1 of revisionism 
are evidence of this." 

Mao's struggle against modem re­
visionism was a prelude to the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
(GPCR). The NCP (Mashal). says, 
"The question of continuing class 
struggle or revolution in the socialist 
period under the dictatorship of pro­
letariat is a fundamental principle of 
Marxism-Leninism. Mao, in the form 
of the GPCR, has further developed it 
to a new height. At the same time, we 
should not forget that the GPCR is a 
continuation of this principle pro­
pounded by Marx, developed by 
Lenin, and practiced by Stalin." (On 
"Maoism"] First ef all, 'Mao's sum­
mation was based on experience pre­
vious leaders: simply did not have. 
Marx had no experience building so• 
cialism, and Lenin's own experience 
was very short-lived. How could they 

have possioly understood and drawn 
out the laws and contradictions of so­
cialist society? The idealism at the 
heart of this claim is anti-Marxist. 
Secondly, the core of the GPCR can­
not ~.reduced to just continuing the 
class struggle, but involves the nature 
of this struggle, including especially 
who the bourgeoisie in socialist soci­
ety are, their roots, the locus of their 
power, and how to fight and uproot 
them. Understanding all this required 
not only the historical experience of 
the USSR and China, but also Mao's 
dialectical materialist analysis of this. 
And third, for anybody really deter­
mined to bring about a classless soci­
ety, a good look at socialism in the 
USSR and China would clearly reveal 
stark differences. The way the class 
struggle was continued in China in the 
GPCR involved the development of 
forms of struggle involving the masses 
in every sphere in a way that simply 
did not happen in Soviet society un­
der Lenin and Stalin. This itself re­
flected the great leap in understand­
ing achieved by Mao and the Chinese 
revolutionaries. 

The NCP (Mashal) tries to devalue 
the GPCR by saying it was a continu­
ation of what was practiced by Stalin. 
Of course it was a continuation, in that 
China too was building socialism; but 
it was not merely a continuation, it was 
also a rupture. Mao not only built on 
Stalin's achievements, he also had to 
criticise and refute a lot of what had 
been done in the Soviet Union. 

As the RIM Declaration says, 
"While waging a fierce struggle 
against the old exploiting classes, Sta­
lin denied in theory the emergence of 
a new bourgeoisie from within the so­
cialist society itself, reflected and con­
centrated by the revisionists within the 
ruling communist party, hence his"er­
roneous claim that 'antagonistic class 
contradictions'- had been eliminated in 
the. Soviet Union as a result of the ba­
sic establishment of socialist owner­
ship in industry and agriculture. Sin;ii­
larly, a failure to thoroug~ly apply dia­
lectics· to the analysis of socialist so­
ciety led the Soviet leadership to con­
clude that there was no longer a con­
tradiction between the productive 
forces and the relations of production 
under socialism. 

"this incorrect understanding of 
the nature of socialist.society also con­
tributed to Stalin's failure to ad­
equately distinguish the con!radi~tions . 
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between the people and the enemy and 
the contradictions among the people 
themselves. This in tum contributed 
to a marked tendency to resort to bu­
reaucratic methods of handling these 
contradictions and gave more open­
ings to the enemy." 

These are great lessons without 
which it is impossible to keep on the 
path of socialism and march towards 
communism. And even though Mao 
was at a _historical advantage, theoreti­
cal and political errors on Stalin's part 
hampered him in analysing the con­
tradictions and solving them. The 
RIM Declaration aptly quotes Mao, 
"Stalin had a fair amount of metaphys­
ics in him and he taught many people 
to follow metaphysics .... " However, as 
presented in On "Maoism": ''The NCP 
(Mashal) fundamentally differs from 
a criticisQi made against Stalin by 
Chairman Mao ...• The Declaration 
has not put forward any convincing 
argument in this connection." 

.. · Despite their claim to uphold the 
RIM Declaration and their accusa­
tions that our Movement has devi­
ated from the Declaration by adopt-
ing Maoism, by rejecting Mao's ad­
vances over Stalin and insisting on ~ 
.upholding Stalin's mistakes, the O~ 
N<;P (Mashal) ultimately winds up 
even rejecting Stalin's correct side, ;!! 
which was principal. Moreover, by O 
devaluing the significance of the a 
GPCR, and therefore of Maoism, the ~ 
NCP (Mashal) goes against a fun- ;e 
damental point ofunity of our Move- ~ 
ment that separates us from all sorts ~ 
of revisionists. ~ 

PARTICULARITIES 
OF NEPAL 

As we said before, the NCP 
(Mashal) ties the possibility of armed -
struggle to "concrete conditions". A 
brief examination of the objective situ­
ation in Nepal in the light of Mao's 
teachings will help clarify the debate. 

Nepal is a semi-feudal country 
long dominated by imperialism. As is 
said in The Worker no. 1, the organ of 
the CPN (Maoist), ''The present Nepa­
lese state was created about two hun­
dred years ago and is presided over by 
a Small clique of moribund feudal and 
comprador and bureaucratic capital­
ist· classes. These exploiting classes 
have. made life hell on earth for the 
masses of 1peasants and workers and 
have ,driven ·the country to·. the verge 

....... 
~ 
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of collapse. Nepal is now the sec0nd 
poorest country in. the world after 
Ethiopia; there. ?s economic inequal­
ity, the richest 10% gobbling up 46.5% 
of the national income while 71 % of 
the population is forced to live below 
the absolute poverty line. 90% of the 
population lives in rural areas in 
primitive conditions and 81 % of the 
work-force is engaged in backward ag­
riculture .... " A backward economy 
and localised agriculture implies the 
existence of a peasantry crushed un­
der the yoke of semi-feudal relations 
and burning with the desire for land. 
This is one of the conditions for the 
emergence and survival of red politi­
cal power in the oppressed countries. 
This element is of course only visible 
to revolutionaries who believe that the 
masses are the makers of history. In 
the equations of revisionists and op­
portunists, the masses never count 
except as a bargaining chip in their 
dealings with reaction. 

Furthermore, the ruling classes, 
being the bloodsucking tyrants they 
are, cannot count on the strategic and 
long-term support of most of the popu­
lation of Nepal, and on top of that they 

~ are mired in contradictions amongst 
.._ themselves. An example of this wa8 ! their inability to decide what to do in 
~ the face of the initiation of the Peo­
!: pie's War. The objective situation in 
:t Nepal is not fundamentally different e from that in other oppressed countries, 
Q and it is on this basis that the RIM 
~ Declaration [which the NCP (Mashal) 
~ demagogically claims to uphold!] 
::liii says, "In the oppressed countries of 
~ Asia, Africa and Latin America a con-. 

tinuous revolutionary situation gener­
ally exists." 

The NCP (Mashal) saw only the 
difficulties facing the revolutionaries 
there, and not the favourable aspects. 
Thus their leadership considered that 
it was impossible for a people's war 
to be successfully conducted in Nepal 
unless one were to break out in India 
first. They saw Nepal's land-locked 
situation (with the Himalayas/China 
in the north and India surrounding the 
rest of the country) as another impedi­
ment to the possibility of carrying a 
people's war to victory. This approach 
was indicative of whether the NCP 
(Mashal) was trying to apply revolu­
tionary theory in order to hasten 
preparations for revolution, or instead 
inventing and distorting the "objec­
tive situation" in order to justify not 

applying MLM. 
. · Mao taught that everything divides 

into two, and in any situation, how­
ever bad, a good aspect exists too. But 
when one has given up on making 
revolution, even positive aspects will 
come to seem negative. The infrastruc­
ture of Nepal is very underdeveloped, 
and most of the country's population 
is only accessible by foot. The Hima­
layas, where the masses of Nepal know 
the ground like the ·palm of their hand 
and foreign (Indian) soldiers can 
bardly breathe in the thin air, can be 
very favourable ground for waging a 
people's war. The Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LITE) have been fight­
ing a guerrilla war for many years in 
Sri Lanka in geographical conditions 
less favourable than those of Nepal. 
{It is true that the fact that the LTfE 
is a nationalist force creates some ad­
vantages for them, because of their 
ability to unite larger forces to start 
with, but their bourgeois politics has 
turned that into its opposite as they 
are not able to fully unleash the 
masses.) Just how much being land­
locked influences the contin'l:lity of the 
People's War in Nepal remains to be 
seen, but it is obvious that what has · 
sustained the LTfE is not the ability 
of their fighters to swim! 

India is a big country with a 
strong army. An Indian invasion 
would cost a lot of lives to the revo­
lution. But the strength of the Indian 
army is relative. And by looking a 
little harder, we can see that it has 
major and strategic weaknesses, for 
India is a country wracked by con­
tradictions. As Comrade Bhattarai, a 
Nepalese revolutionary leader, has 
remarked, "The majority of the popu­
lation in India suffers from hunger, 
illiteracy and deprivation, and the 
ethnic and national issues have re­
mained unresolved or rather aggra­
vated over the years"; and, "the fac­
tors that compel poor peasants and 
tribals in Bihar and Andhra Pradesh 
to revolt under the banner of 
N axalism or compel various nationi.1 
alities like Punjab, Kashmir, Assami, 
Naga and others to fight for their na• 
tional rights" are those that unite 
them with the masses of Nepal and 
against the Indian state. India can~ 
not even clean its own house. If In~ 

. dia attacks Nepal to help crush th~ 
revolution, the revolutionaries can, 
rely on many elements to turn this 
into its opposite. Sen~iments against'· 

Indian domination are so strong in 
Nepal that such an invasion would 
inevitably unite even a lot of middle 
forces against it and against any re­
actionaries who support it. This dy­
namic can be used to forge a strong 
united front and wage a true war of 
liberation. A conect policy towards 
the Indian nationality peoples in the 
Terai region will also unite them 
against India, if they are awakened 
to their class interests and are mobi­
lised to fight against the common op­
pressors of the labouring masses of 
Nepal. The masses of India also have 
sharp .contradictions with the Indian 
state and will not go along with such 
an invasion. Indeed, the reality that 
people in' Nepal have risen up to take 
their destiny into their hands will 
come to inspire the masses in India, 
thus weakening the Indian state. 
Since the arrival of the ·British in 
Asia, India has always determined 
the fate of Nepal; this time let it be 
the masses of Nepal who help ignite 
the fires of liberation throughout 
South Asia. 

. Moreover, imperialist intervention 
does not come only through 
neigbouring countries or in the form 
of direct military intervention. The 
experience of the Communist Party of 
Peru (PCP), where its Chairman and 
a large part of its leading members 
were anested through a CIA-backed 
intelligence operation, is testimony to 
that. We are living in an increasingly 
internationalised world. A revolution 
in any part of the globe affects the rule 
not only of that particular state but also 
of world imperialism - and is viewed 
accordingly. It is with the knowledge 
of these dangers that the comrades of 
the CPN (Maoist) set forth on the glo..\ 
rious path of People,.s War. · 

In addition to the general crite­
ria for the start of the people's war, 
the presept, particularly sharp, con­
tradictions among the ruling classes 
and the fact that Nepal has been in 
a state of tremendous turmoil since 
1990 created an especially favour­
able situation for the launching of 
the revolutionary war. M.B~ Singh's 
allegations that the Maoists consider 
the concrete conditions irrelevant 
and are thus "anarchists", etc., call 
to mind the Peruvian United Left 
attacks against the PCP at the ini­
tial stages of the People's War there. 
They called the PCP comrades 
"roaming bands" with no connection 



to the masses and accused them of 
not taking the objective situation 
into account. (Indeed, here Masha! 's 
false support for the People's War in 
Peru must be exposed. The PCP have 
long upheld Marxism-Leninism­
Maoism and are thus in Mashal 's 
eyes inevitably guilty of "anar­
chism", etc. But because of the popu­
larity of the Peruvian People's War 
the _NCP (Mashal) .P~~fer not to make 
a direct attack.) 

The objective reality of Nepal 
shows that the initiation of the Peo­
ple's War had long been overdue and 
the only reason it had not started, as 
in most countries, was the opportun­
ism dominating its left movement. 
From the time of Vim Dutta Panmtha 
in the early 1950s, to the Naxalbari­
inspired struggles in the 1970s and 
down until recent years, the main im­
pediment to launching a people's war 
had been the dominant lines that paid 
lip-service to the need for people's war 
but in actuality reconciled themselves 
to peaceful forms of struggle in prac­
tice. (For a more detailed account of 
this history, see AWTW 1996/22] As 
the leadership of the CPN (Maoist) 
summed up: "There are specific weak­
nesses in the understanding· of com­
munists in Nepal. Mostly we have 
been influenced by gradualism. This 
means mass struggle, and that some 
time in the distant future the mass 
struggle will itself transition to armed 
struggle. This is wrong and goes 
against Marxist dialectics .... 

"Basically we see that philosophy 
and ideology and organisation are cru­
cial to initiating people's war to break 
out of the vicious circle of reformism 
- the school of revoh•tion in words 
and reformism in deeds that marked 
the old NCP (Mashal). There needed 
to be radical rupture in thinking, 
deeds, and style of organisation. Oth­
erwise we cannot initiate people's 
war." [AW1W 1996/22] 

In an article entitled "On Ultra-left 
deviation in Nepalese Communist 
Movement", NCP (Mashal) support­
ers say, ''The Marxist-Leninists have 
the experience of the present 
NCP(UML) which went to the other 
extreme from the ultra-'left' line 
adopted by the Marxist-Leninist move­
ment of the 1960s and 1970s. The ul­
tra-left line put forward by the present 
NCP[sic](Maoist) is only a means to 
pave its way for scoring success in 
rightist politics". [from Red Star, Oc-
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tober 1996). Isn't there consistency in always possible that the reactionaries 
the way the NCP (Mashal) reduces the can drown--A revolution in blood, but 
people's war to a mere question of tac- the oppressed will always rise. up 
tics, engages the party and the masses against reaction. MLM is the only 
in reformist politics, defends the reac- guarantee that these uprisings will 
tionary UML-led government, and. lead to the demise of imperialism. 
warns that the initiators of the People's When talking. about the initiation of 
War will become rightist? We don't the People's War in Peru, the PCP said 
have to wait for some imaginary fu- . it was like throwing oneself into the 
ture, we can see who is setting their void, and Lenin said that if you waited 
sights on "scoring success in rightist for a guarantee of victory, you'd never 
politics" right nowf start an insurrection. 

The comrades of the CPN (Mao- Instead of being elated by the ini-
ist) have fought against revisionism tiation of the People's War, the NCP 
and courageously picked up the gun (Mashal) has shown nothing but 
and pledged to bring imperialism aQ.d contempt for the masses who have 
reaction down in Nepal. By doing risen up in arms. The NCP (Mashal) 
this, they have brought hope not only has prophesied the defeat of this Peo­
to the masses of Nepal but to the op- pie's War as if wishing for its de­
pressed all over the world, including feat. This People's War will indeed 
our comrades in Peru who have re- go through twists and turns, but 
joiced in the initiation of the People's Mash~l 's prophecy of its failure is 
War in Nepal. As was said in El its own straight-line plunge into the 
Diario, the revolutionary under- quagmire of revisionism. 
ground newspaper in Lima, in June 
1996, "We salute proletarian interna-­
tionalism and the launching of the 
People's War_ in Nepal by the CPN 
(Maoist), brandishing the invincible 
ideology of MLM. 1~ Feb 1996 
ripped through the black night of 
oppression and set forth amidst tu~ 
multuous people's war ... The organ­
ised violence of the oppressed in Ne­
pal exposes the revisionism of UML 
who practice parliamentary cretinism 
and demand respect for ~he legal and 
constitutional road." The NCP 
(Mashal) tries to separate line from 
action by defending the People's War 
in Peru but directly attacking PCP's 
ideology. This is idealism. In fact, 
Mashal's own experience is testi­
mony to how ideology bears on prac­
tice; their opposition to people's war 
and their gradualist politics has eve­
rything to do with their abandoning 
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as the 
third and highest stage of our science. 

The NCP (Mashal) also 
demagogically muddles the difference 
between the necessary situation for 
starting a people's war and the condi­
tions of victory. As ·said before, the 
objective situation is generally .J:ipe for 
the initiation of people's war in the 
oppressed ·countries. This d?es no.t, 
however, mean that a people s war 1s 
automatically going to be victorious, 
or"that victory will come within any 
given time. The advance of revolution 
is not a straightforward process and 
will go through twists and tu_rns. I~ is 

SUPPORT THE PEOPLE'S 
WAR IN NEPALI 

As was said at the beginning of 
this article, after the struggles lead-
ing to the adoption of Marxism-Len- )I. 

inism-Maoism, it was decided that O~ 
there would be a period of struggle 
with the NCP (Masha!). A Letter ~as '2 
submitted to the NCP (Mashal) Con- ti 
gress developing CoRIM's views on O 
some of the questions involved. In the ~ 
meantime, however, not a single docu- ;;e 
ment, not even a page, has been sent -'i 

by the NCP (Masha!) attempting to ! 
engag~ in constructive, principled ii 
struggle over these crucial differences. • 
Instead,. their representatives have 
made public statements and interviews 
attacking' our Movement as "ultra-left 
extremism". 

"Although for many Marxist­
Leninists of the world the difference 
between Mao Tse-tung Thought and 
'Maoism' .seems that of terminology, 
only in the context of RIM '~aoism' 
represents an opportunist. trend to 
drag the Revolutionary Internation­
alist Movement as a whole to the 
path of opportunism and Trotskyism. 
The Committee is doing its best pull­
ing down Leninism from the posi­
tion 0if leading ideology of the era 
of imperialism and proletarian revo­
lution and distorting Mao ... " [Reso­
lution of the NCP (Mashal) CC Qf 
1996]. As we say in our Letter of 
August 1996 and we attempt to show 
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her.~, "The dispute between RIM anCt sian on the NCP (Mashal) is not sim­
the NCP (Mashal) is by no means ply based on its opposition to the Peo­
limited to a question of terminology. p~'s War; rather, the opposition by the 
The debate a>ncentrates a whole se- NCP (Mashal) to the People's War is 
ries of political and ideological ques- a symptom and the inevitable result 
lions." These questions include im- of the opportunist trajectory it has been 
portant teachings of Mao Tse-tung on for many years. 
on the question of the path of pro- Furthermore, in relation to their 
tracted people's war in the oppressed divergence from RIM the NCP 
countries, Mao's summation of the (Mashal) leadership says: "What is 
experience of building socialism in needed to be clear about is the fact that 
the Soviet Union and China, the les- RIM is not an authoritative organisa­
sons of the GPCR, and more. Despite tion to issue certificates of revolution, 
their hypocritical assertion that they instead, it is merely an international 
are, as opposed to RIM, the true up- forum of Marxist-Leninist parties and 
holders of Leninism, the recent organisations for exchanging ideas 
struggle also shows that by discard- and experiences." And any party has 
ing Mao the NCP (Mashal) are also the "right to enjoy a view different and 
discarding Lenin, including very im- free from that of RIM". "Moreover at 
portantly on the question of politi- a time when RIM is itself deviating 
cal power and the.state.· from ML principles and/or thoughts 

Mashal's opposition to Marxism- of Mao there is no doubt that CoRIM 
Leninism-Maoism has resulted in the cannot play any guiding or leading 
untenable situation where one of the role in the communist Movements ... 
participating parties of RIM has pub- Nevertheless, we cannot rule out its 
licly, fixedly and repeatedly rejected utility for exchanging the ideas and 
the very foundation of our Movement the experiences of the parties and or­
itself. ganisations in various countries of the 

In its August 1996 Letter, CoRIM world, but RIM encroaches the bor-
demanded that, "If your party contin- der or circle. Its utility is more likely 

~ ues to maintain its opposition to the negative." 
.._ ideological foundation of RIM the cor- · Here the NCP (Mashal) is reduc­
~ rect and principled response on your ing the role of our Movement to that 
~ part would be your voluntary resigna- of an international forum or a debat­
!; tion from our Movement." In re- ing society. RIM's tasks, however, are 
~ sponse, the above-mentioned NCP defined quite differently in the RIM e (Mashal) CC Resolution calls this a DeClaration the NCP (Mashal) so 

threat to expel it from RIM, and con- hypocritically pretends to upl)old: "At 
~ tinues: "However, CC unanimously the present juncture of world history, 
2 decided to continue its position on the international proletariat has to 
;:Iii Mao Tue-tung Thought or 'Maoism', take up the challenge of forming its 
~ not to render resignation from RIM . own organisation, an International of 

and continues to defend Marxist- a new type." "The function of such a 
Leninist ideology against 'leftist', op- new International will be to continue 
portunist, sectarian, splittist, despotic, and deepen the summation of expe­
illegitimate and arbitrary, left oppor- riences, develop the general line on 
tunist unprincipled policies and style which it is founded, and serve as an 
of work of CoRIM." overall guiding political centre." It 

They continue: "The consequence is in the spirit of moving towards 
of the Maoist People's War has proved such an organisation to lead our in­
the policies of both Maoists and RIM ternational fight for communism that 
wrong." ["On RIM's Support"] The the RIM Founding Conference call~d · 
opposite is indeed the case: the initia- for setting up "An interim comm1t-11 

tion of -the People's War was a great tee - an embryonic political centre" 
development in the class struggle in to further the ideological, political 
Nepal, and a great material force help- and organisational unity of the com­
ing polarise and clarify the political monists.... a task that is being suc­
field in Nepal and further exposing the cessfully arid proudly carried out, as 
seriously wrong nature of the NCP is reflected in the document Long· · 
(Mashal) line, and opportunism more .Live Marxism-Leli'inism.:Maoisml 
generally. On the other hand, it has and the leap it represents. Any at- ' 
also proved the strength ~nd viWity tempt to reduce Our Movement to a 
of MaoiSm. To reiterate, RIM's deci- debating society will rob the prote- : 

tariat of our fighting unity and our 
international centre and inevitably 
hinder the worldwide march to 
communism. 

Another task conferred on the 
Committee by RIM is as follows: 
"helping the formation of new MLM 
parties and the strengthening of ex­
isting ones is the common task of the 
international comm·unist movement." 

After seriously evaluating the 
situation in Nepal, the RIM Commit­
tee has come to the conclusion that 
the continued participation <;>f the 
NCP (Mashal) in our Movement no 
longer helps the advance of the van­
guard in Nepal. Rather, allowing 
RIM's prestige to-be used by a party 
that has c,l}bsen to depart from the 
ideological foundations of our Move­
ment and the cause 1of communism 
would be creating confusion among 
the masses. It harms the revolution­
ary cause, and lowers the combativity 
of our Movement as a whole. There­
fore, in accordance with the organi­
sational principl~ of our Movement 
and the duties and authority conferred 
on it, the Committee has come to the 
grave decision to propose to the par­
ticipating parties and organisations 
the expulsion of the NCP (Mashal) 
from the ranks of our Movement. 

The initiation of the People's War 
has changed the political landscape 
in Nepal. The masses of Nepal have 
embarked on a glorious path that will 
inevitably be tortuous, out it is the 
only path that will lead to true lib­
eration. It is vital that all the revolu­
tionary and progressive forces sup-· 
port this ca_use and defend it against 
the· ever-mounting attacks of reac­
tion. The ideological stand of the 
NCP (Mashal) makes it impossible : 
for them to be in RIM, but to support · 
the just war of the Nepalese masses 
against imperialism and feudalism 
one need not be a Maoist. We call on 
the rank-and-file of the NCP 
(Mashal) to dissociate themselves 
from M.B. Singh's attacks against the 
revolution and join the proud ranks 
of the People's War in Nepal in the 
advancing battle for a world free of 
exploitation and oppression. • 
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