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)

try to gamble in a game of oil markets that is already won by
the imperialists. We don’t need a society where oil fininces a
few big cities with modern high-rises and supermarkets
stocked with imported luxuries for the privileged classes while
the peasantry is ruined and growing numbers of the masses
crowd into sprawling urban slums. :

' The working class and its party will lead the new democrat-
ic revolution as demonstrated by Mao, by smashing the old
semi-feudal and semi-colonial relations, carrying out an agrari-
an revolution based upon the slogan “land to the tiller” and
breaking away from imperialism’s economic stranglehold. This
is.the necessary first stage to clear the way for socialist revolu-
tion and in order for the oppressed masses to become masters

of their own destiny. Then the working class will unite the"

peasant masses to develop step-by-step new socialist forms of

constructing a national economy, not based on exploitation,;-

feudalism and imperialist dependency, but on self-sufficiency
and cooperation. We will never lose sight of our goal of com-
munism, where social classes have been finally eliminated for
good, where one section of the people is not pitted against
another with men oppressing women or one nationality domi-
nating another. Sisters will be“equal to brothers in every

|~ sphere, and the basis for Arabs dominating Kurds, Blacks or

Berbers, for Persians lording it over Arabs and Kurds, or for
the grey cloud of Turkish chauvinism to hang over other
nationalities will be overthrown, along with all of these repul-
sive social relations and the imperialist and feudal oppressors
that spawn them!

This is a future worth fighting and dying for — it is the
future our movement, the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement, stands for. -

O nly Proletarian Internationalism Can
‘Overpower Imperialism’s Divisions

Waging a people’s war of liberation by relying ‘on the masses
of peasants to encircle the imperialists, front by front, is a
strategy that the oppressed can apply in all the nations imperi-
alism dominates. We are internationalists because we want to
liberate the whole world, wipe imperialism from the face of
the earth and move on to a higher form of society with the
conscious labouring masses at the helm. But we also know
that because we have this common enemy, we must rally the
strength of our forces or we cannot win.

In the Middle East and Arab word, if our strategy is not also
internationalist, relying on and mutually supporting the peo-
ple's wars of all the masses of the region — the Arabs, Kurds,
peoples in Iran and Turkey, Algeria, Afghanistan, etc. — we
will not be able to generalise our war against imperialism and
Zionism, spread their forces out thin, and turn them into kefta
meat, battalion by battalion, However. it can be successful if it
is guided by the “nothing to lose and a world to win” outlook
of the international proletariat, _

Beginning people’s war. in the Arab world will truly be like
a spark setting off a prairie fire, as Mao said. And if, for exam-
ple, the NATO-prop country of Tutkey opens up a flank of
the imperialists’ war by attacking from the” North, this will
inevitably be a great impetus for the people’s revolutionary
struggle inside Turkey.

S eize Hold of the Imperialists’ Weakness
to Prepare their Downfall )

There is no better time than right now! Despite their massive
buildup and obscene spectacle of unity (including even the
Soviet social-imperialists) — their threat of colossal destruction,
their undisguised plans to remain and to occupy parts of the Gulf
and Middle East, their aim to fortify the Zionist police outpost —
it is the imperialists who are fundamentally weak and in deep
trouble. Their love affair is not so sweet or lasting as their TV
news portrays it: together they peacefully agree to make war on
the oppressed peoples and nations while preparing future rivalry
and wars of division among themselves, and not just to com-
mand world oil prices. They do certainly want to ‘continue to
control the oil in the Gulf, for “cheap® oil ‘pumps through the
veins of their imperialist economies, not just as a source of fuel,
but as a major source of profit and an important weapon for
world domination as a whole. But the real crux of their present
insanity is the drive for a new world order: whichever imperialist
wants to dominate today’s world must control this strategically
and economically key region of the Gulf at the crossroads of
three continents. And of course a big part of achieving that is fur-
ther dividing the masses who oppose them, stifling resistance
through intimidation — in short, preventing revolution.

Worldwide their system is in serious crisis and worldwide, espe-
cially in the many nations they oppress, they face political “instabil-
ity", which means nothing more than that the people have learned
to hate them and to fight them and everything they stand for. The
oppressed must seize the time to intensify our struggle against
them, to prepare the way to be rid of them once and for all and to
create a new society without them! From the intifada, to the riots
against the cost of living squeeze in the Maghreb, to opposing the
sending of Egyptian and Syrian troops to fight against Iraq, to the
struggle of the people in Turkey to bring down the Turkish
regime, to the Kurds’ struggle against national oppression and
extermination — all of these fires raging against imperialism and its
reactionary servants in the Middle East and Arab world must help
pave the way for people’s war, which alone can win political
power and put the masses’ future in their own hands.

Around the world the struggle of the people pounds away
the common imperialist enemy, from South Africa to Afghanistan
to Haiti. In Peru a full-scale revolutionary people’s war has the -
reactionary government cornered and begging for help from
Washington. In the U.S. and other imperialist countries them-
selves, participating parties and supporters of the RIM are build-
ing broad opposition to the grisly war machine in the Gulf and
exposing their plans for intervention in Latin America, while
preparing for the day when they can meet them head on in civil
war at home. In the Gulf and Middle East, it is up to you, the
masses of people, to drown them in a sea of people's war. If the
heroic struggle of the Palestinian masses and the three-year intifa-
da in particular has inspired and aroused the Arab masses and
the people of the world in general,-it has also made painfully
clear the iieed for a thoroughgoing solution to the bitter conflict
between the oppressed Arab people on the one hand, and impe-
rialism and Zionism on the other. The imperialists’ answer is sav-
agely taking shape in the waters and deserts of the Gulf. What
will be ours? e O
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_Fight Against the
U.S.-Led War of
Aggression

~ Against Irag!

— Statement by the Committee of the RIM

17th January 1991

On 17th January, in the dark of night, U.S. imperialism and its allies launched a
vicious and cowardly attack against Iraq. These U.S., British and French crimi-
nals, with the support of the Soviet social-imperialists and with their Israeli
watchdog on alert, threw their massive and sophisticated armaments against a
far weaker foe. This shameful crime cannot and will not be left unanswered.

Throughout the world, workers, peasants, revolutionary intellectuals, and all
who oppose imperialist bullying and aggression support their sisters and broth-
ers in Iraq and throughout the region in fighting back against the aggressors.
Once again we call upon the people of the Arab world and the Middle East to
drown the U.S. invaders in a sea of people’s war. However great the sacrifices
will be, only such a war based upon the masses of the people can defeat the
U.S.-commanded imperialist armada.

In the imperialist countries themselves, despite an unprecedented propaganda
barrage of lies and distortion by the ruling classes of these countries to justify
their gangsterism, a large section of the masses have already recognised that
this war of aggression is not in their interests, and outpourings of resistance to
the imperialist war have taken place in all of the aggressor countries. We hail
this resistance and call upon the masses in those countries to step up and inten-
sify their struggle against this barbaric war.

While the focus of the attack is on Iraq, it is aimed at the people of Palestine,
the whole Arab world and the Middle East. In fact, George Bush has nakedly
declared that the real purpose of this war is to establish a “new world order”
which will last one hundred years. This order is nothing other than the same old

imperialist law of exploitation and plunder of the poor by the rich; aggression, -

interference and bullying of the weak by the strong; and dommatlon of the
whole world by the West.

But the people will never tolerate such a terrible future. Already the need for
revolution cries out all over the globe. Their latest bloody massacres can only
intensify the hatred of the people for this system and escalate their reyolution-
ary struggle worldwide.

The imperialists hope that their colossal military might will mask the reac-
nonary, putrid and fundamentally weak nature of a system which can only sur-
vive through massive terror. But they have been defeated in the past, as in
Vietnam, and they can be defeated today — just as the Communist Party of
Peru has been successfully waging people’s war and is preparing to defeat the
Yankee aggressors head on. Final victory will belong to imperialism?s grave-
diggers, the proletariat of all countries and the oppressed nations of the-world.

The people of all countries have a common interest in defeating this, U.S.-led
O

war of aggression against Iraq.

174
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The US-Led
Aggressors Will
NotGo
Unpunished!

— Statement by the Committee of the RIM

3rd March 1991

The U.S. together with the British and French imperialists and a motley col-
lection of their bootlickers have just finished at least one phase of their
bloodthirsty aggression against Iraq. With their powerful propaganda
machine and media supremacy, they are shamefully boasting of a “glorious
victory” in a “clean war” with “unprecedentedly low casualties™. But already
the whole world knows there was neither “glorious victory” nor a “clean
war” nor “low casualties”. In fact, more than a war it was a one-sided mas-
sacre, an invasion of a much weaker oppressed country with a population of
only 18 million, carried out by all the Western imperialists together (with
three in the front and the rest in the rear). These powers control most of the
world’s riches and possess the most advanced technology and have a huge
population of 350 million (just counting the U.S., Britain and France and
leaving aside the other imperialists and their lackeys). Their war was mainly

an uninterrupted, cowardly bombing of unparalleled intensity from the safe .

distance of the sky. But in the dictionary of the imperialists, “casualties”
means only soldiers or citizens from their own countries. These reactionaries
do not count the Iragi people massacred as casualties, even though the dead
number in the tens of thousands

In the name of liberating Kuwait, they have occupied a vast ~0il-‘pr6ducing
region of Iraq, and they are pressing and manceuvering to further enslave the
Iraqis, the Arabs and all the people of the Middle East.

Meanwhile, the U.S. 1mpenahsts are trying to use the opponumty and re-
write the history and memory of their humiliating defeat in Vietnam. These
enemies of the world’s people want to send a message that any opposition to
U.S. domination w111 be met with extreme brutality. This is an essential part
of Bush’s dream of a “new world order”.

The war has also unmasked the vicious hypocritical face of the Sovict social-

91/166L NIM OL ATHOM V



A WORLD TO WIN 1991/16

26

1mpenahsts In sndmg with the U.S. -led aggressxon, the Soviets pursued their
own imperialist interests. The Maoists of, the world have been pointing out
the true nature of the USSR for over 30 years s1nce the restoratlon of capital-
ism in that country. , , o

“In this war, Saddam Hussein talked big but surrendered without putting up a

real fight. This capitulation corresponds to the class character of the Iragi
regime, which represents the comprador-bureaucrat bourgeoisie. Once again
it has been proved that these reactionary classes and their leadership are com-
pletely incapable of standing up for the just cause of the people. As we said in
our statement of 28 December 1990: “Throughout the Middle East and the
Arab world millions of people are hoping that the Iragi regime will deal seri-
ous blows to U.S. imperialism if it attacks, and the revolutionary communists
completely understand these sentiments. But the-hopes of the people are like-
ly to be dashed once again.” So long as the people have not taken matters into
their own hands and developed their own leadership there always will be peo-
ple like Saddam Hussein who blow a lot of hot air but wind up capitulating or
being defeated — as has happened so many times in the past. No matter how
many modern tanks, planes and missiles may be in the hands of a comprador
state, it won’t help the people to win their liberation. As Mao Tsetung said,

- “Without a people’s army the people have nothing.”

Around the world, the masses waged a sharp struggle to oppose and resist
imperialist aggression in the Gulf even before the outbreak of the war. This
was true not only in the Arab countries but in many oppressed countries in
Asia, Africa and Latin America and in the imperialist countries too, including
the U.S. itself. Now it is important and necessary to widen and-deepen this
international solidarity of the world’s masses. This is especially true because
the U.S. imperialists are preparmg to expand their mxhtary presence in many
places and to directly intevene in other oppressed countries. The people must

‘be parucularly on guard to oppose further intervention against the advancing

people’s war in Peru led by the Maoist Communist Party of Peru.

The oppressed- masses must cast away all illusions of any short-cut on the

“ road to liberation and victory. As the enemy is powerful, the road is protract-

ed and the cost will be high. The only correct solution for the liberation of the
masses of the oppressed countries is to wage a protracted people’s war, rely-
ing upon the masses and based mainly in the countryside, to go from weak to
strong while destroying the enemy bit by bit, applying the principle of self-
reliance and hard struggle. These are lessons summed up by Mao Tsetung. In

carrying out this line, the masses need the correct leadership of the party of
the proletariat which is based on the scientific ideology of Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought. The Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement calls upon the revolutionaries around the world, especially those
of the Arab countries and the Middle East, to grasp and develop the correct
strategy of revolution based on this science and ideology and to build parties
of the proletanat

However mighty the imperialists might appear, with all their high technolo-
gy and “smart bombs”, they are not invincible as they now claim to be. The
U.S. imperialists have been defeated before and they can be defeated today.
In this new stage of U.S.-led aggression in the Gulf, the masses all over the

. world should continue their struggle. We affirm anew our call to the peoples

of the Arab world and Middle East to “Drown the U.S. Invaders in a Sea of
People’s War!” - O

1

'
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Excerpts:

Strategy:

One Against Ten

— Tactics: Ten Against One

— An Exposition of Comrade Mao Tsetung'’s Thinking
on the S’rrolegy and Tactics of the People’s War

By Li Tso-peng

The following article originally
appeared in Honggi (Red Flag) nos.
23-24, 1964. An English language
franslation was published after some
changes by the author in 1966 by
Foreign Languages Press, Peking,
from which these excerpts were
made — AWTW.

...The Chinese revolution took
armed struggle as its main form of
struggle; by destroying the counter-
revolutionary armed forces one after
another and smashing the reac-
tionary state machinery in one area
after another, it finally captured state
power throughout the country and
ended the reactionary rule of imperi-

alism, feudalism and bureaucrat- -
capitalism. The historical experience .

of the Cliinese revolution in winning
this great victory provides striking
proof of the wisdom, greatmess and
correctness of Comrade Mao
Tsetung’s thinking....

I. The Method of Concentrating a
Superior Force to Destroy the

- Enemy Forces One by One Is the

Embodiment in Military Struggles
of the Great Strategic and Tactical
Thinking of Comrade
Mao Tsetung

..Comrade Mao Tsetung has
pomted out again and again that
although imperialism and all reac-
tionaries are seemingly powerful,
they represent the reactionary,
decaying and declining classes. The
law of historical development deter-
mines their inevitable doom. The
revolutionary people must, there-
fore, see the essence of their nature,

look at them from a long-term point
of view and regard them for what
they are — paper tigers; they must
despise them strategically, dare to
struggle against them and dare to
seize victory. On this they should
build their strategic thinking. At the
same time, Comrade Mao Tsetung

has also pointed out repeatedly that

just as there is not a single thing in
the world without a dual nature, so
imperialism and all reactionaries
have a dual nature. Before they are

finally destroyed, they may still be

powerful for a certain period, may
still enjoy a temporary military
advantage, and will continue to
devour people. From this point of
view, they are living tigers made of
iron. Tactically, therefore, with
regard to each specific struggle, the

. revolutionary people must take the

enemy seriously, be prudent, care-
fully study and perfect the art of
struggle. On this they should build
their tactical thinking. Only by com-
bining a fearless revolutionary spirit
with an art of struggle which is flex-
ible and inventive will they be able
to seize victory in every specific

encounter and finally defeat the -
. Change the Situation in which the

enemy....

The method of concentrating a
superior force to destroy the enemy
forces one by one is a concentrated
expression in a military struggle of
the concept of tactically taking the
enemy seriously, it is a concrete
expressnon of the concept of tacncal-
ly ‘pitting ten against one” and

“using the many to defeat the
few”....

The method of concentrating a
superior force to destroy the enemy

1K

forces one by one also embodles the
idea of despising the enemy strategi-
cally. For only by strategically
despising the enemy and displaying
a revolutionary and militant spirit of
“pitting one against ten” can we -
remain cool-headed in face of a
powerful enemy and not be over-
awed by his truculence or confused
by a complex situation; only in this
way will we dare to concentrate our
forces and deal the enemy blows. On
the other hand, victories won in a
succession of campaigns and battles
— by the use of this method — will
further educate the people and their
army and enable them to see clearly
through their own experiénce that
the enemy can be defeated and that
it is entirely correct to despise him
strategically. This will inevitably
increase the confidence of the peo-
ple and their army in their struggle
against the enemy and encourage
them to fight and win still greater
victories....

I1. Concentrating a Superior
Force to Destroy the Enemy
Forces One by One is the Most
Effective Method of Fighting to

Enemy is Strong while
We are Weak

At the outset and even over a fair-
ly long period of time, the people’s
revolutionary armed forces are
‘always relatively weak and small in
numbers and subject to continuous
attacks and “encirclement and sup-
pression” by their powerful enemies.
This is usually the objective situa-
tion in regard to;the balance of



forces. In the eyes of Marxist-
Leninists, such a situation can be
changed. War is a contest of
strength. The objective basis for ini-
tiative or passivity is to be found in
the superiority or inferiority of the
forces of war but neither in itself
constitutes initiative or passivity. In
the course of war we must know
how to change the balance of forces
and make it possible for the small
and weak revolutionary forces to
seize the initiative and shake off pas-
sivity in the face of the enemy’s
superiority so that instead of being
pinned down by the enemy we will
be able to gain the upper hand and
defeat him. The decisive factor here
is the subjective effort. That is to
say, we must use the correct method
of fighting, win more victories, com-
mit less errors, and continuously
eliminate the enemy forces and
enlarge our own forces through pro-
tracted, hard and complex struggle
and thus turn our strategic inferiority
and passivity into superiority and
initiative. Comrade Mao Tsetung has
pointed out:

“...it is possible to escape from our
position of relative strategic inferior-
ity and passivity, and the method is
to create local superiority and initia-
tive in many places, so depriving the
enemy of local superiority and ini-
tiative and plunging him into inferi-
ority and passivity. These local suc-
cesses will add up to strategic supe-
riority and initiative for us and
strategic inferiority and passivity for
the enemy. Such a change depends
upon corréct subjective direction.”

This correct direction refers, first
and foremost, to implementing the
method of fighting characterised by
concentrating a superior force to
destroy the enemy forces one by
one.

This method of fighting was wide-
ly employed at various periods in
-China’s revolutionary war. It played
a most important role in changing
the situation in relation to advance
and retreat, the offensive and defen-
sive, and fighting on interior and
exterior lines as well as in enabling
our army to change from being weak
to being strong and from inferiority
to superiority. It has undergone all
manner of tests in the prolonged
practice of revolutionary war and
has been proved correct.

During the Second Revolutionary
Civil War period, Comrade Mao

29

Tsetung applied the universal truth

of Marxism-Leninism to make a
penetrating analysis of the situation
in which the enemy was strong
while the Red Army was weak. He

-pointed out that China’s revolution-

ary war had both favourable and
unfavourable conditions, that is, the
Red Army could grow and defeat
the enemy, but that it could not do
this quickly. Such was the funda-
mental law governing China’s revo-
lutionary war. In the light of this
law, Comrade Mao Tsetung put for-
ward a whole series of principles
and methods of operation, such as
“divide our forces to arouse the
masses, concentrate our forces to
deal with the-enemy”, “the enemy
advances, we retreat; the enemy
camps, we harass; the enemy tires,
we attack; the enemy retreats, we
pursue”, “extend stable base areas,
employ the policy of advancing in
waves; when pursued by a powerful
enemy, employ the policy of circling
around”, “lure the enemy in deep”,
and “concentrate superior forces,
pick the enemy’s weak spots, and
fight when you are sure of wiping
out part, or the greater part, of the
enemy in mobile warfare so as’'to
crush the enemy forces one by one”.
Thus he solved the most difficult
problem of how the weak and small
Red Armmy could defeat a powerful
enemy....

II1. The War of Annihilation is the
Fundamental Idea of
Concentrating a Superior Force to
Destroy the Enemy Forces
One by One

...No matter whether the balance
of forces is in our favour or the
enemy’s, operations must be carried
out by concentrating our forces. It is
only by concentrating a superior
force — especially when the enemy

is strong and we are weak — that we .

can muster sufficient strength to
fight a battle of annihilation and
gain a quick decision. When offen-
sive operations are carried out in this
way, we can quickly break through

the enemy’s defence, smash his rein-..

forcements and counter-assaults,
mass enough troops to outflank,
encircle, and cut up his forces, fight
one engagement after another, and
swiftly exploit the victory. And
when defensive operations are .car-
ried out, we can weaken and inflict

great losses on the attacking enemy,
win time for our side, and even shift
from the defensive to the offensive.
If we do not concentrate a superior
force, we cannot achieve the aim of
annihilating the eremy, nor can we
fight quick engagements and gain a
quick decision. Moreover, a situa-
tion of stalemate may arise in cam-
paigns and battles; they may become
battles in which. there is more loss
than gain, and the danger of being
crushed piecemeal by the enemy
may even arise....

Comrade Mao Tsetung pointed
out:

“In the first and second stages of
the war, which are marked by the
enemy'’s strength and our weakness,
the enemy’s objective is to have us
concentrate our main forces for a
decisive engagement. Our objective
is exactly the opposite. We want to
choose conditions favourable to us,
concentrate superior forces and fight
decisive campaigns or battles only
when sure of victory ... we want to
avoid decisive engagements under
unfavourable conditions when we
are not sure of victory....”2

This means that whenever we use
the method — because of the
enemy’s strength and our weakness
— of destroying the enemy forces
one by one we must necessarily
begin with “tidbits” by gathering
together small victories into a big
one. Then we must eat the enemy up
with big mouthfuls. This method of
gradually destroying the enemy
forces requires many decisive
engagements with the enemy in
campaigns and battles. This is the
objective process by which the
enemy is wiped out despite his
strength and our weakness. As_the
situation in which the enemy was
strong and we were weak had not
basically changed during the initial
stage of the Third Revolutionary
Civil War, we had to proceed from
destroying in one battle an enemy
battalion, or a regiment, or a
brigade. Following the change in the
balance of forces, we were gradually
able to wipe out an enemy division
or a corps until we could finally
destroy one to several powerful
enemy armies at one time and fight
battles of annihilation on a much
bigger scale.

By concentrating a superior force
to destroy the enemy forces one by

one, we can also deal dialectically -
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with the relation between annihila-
tion of the enemy’s -effective
strength and the holding or seizing
of cities. That is 4o say, the outcome
of a war does not depend on the

- seizure or loss of a city or place but

on the decrease or increase of effec-
tive strength of the belligerents.
Comrade Mao Tsetung has said:
“The principle of concentrating our
forces to wipe out the enemy forces
one by one is aimed chiefly at anni-
hilating the enemy’s effective
strength, not at holding or seizing a
place.” To concentrate our troops to
annihilate powerful attacking enemy
forces, we must adopt the policy of
luring them in deep and abandon
some cities and districts of our own
accord in a planned way, so as to let
them in. It is only after letting the
enemy in that the people can take
part in the war in various ways and
that the power of a people’s war can
be fully exerted. It is only after let-
ting the enemy in that he can be
compelled to divide up his forces,
take on heavy burdens and commit
mistakes. In other words, we must
let the enemy become elated, stretch
out all his ten fingers and become
hopelessly bogged down. Thus, we
can concentrate superior forces to
destroy the enemy forces one by
one, to eat them up mouthful by
mouthful. Only by wiping out the
enemy'’s effective strength can cities

" and localities be finally held or

seized. We are firmly against divid-
ing up our forces to defend all posi-
tions and putting up resistance at
every place for fear that our territory
might be lost and our “pots and
pans” smashed, since this can nei-
ther wipe out the enemy forces nor
hold cities or localities. In order to

_concentrate its troops for flexible

operations and lure the enemy forces
in deep so as to annihilate them one
by one on the move, our army — in
the first year of the Third
Revolutionary Civil War — aban-
doned on its own initiative 105
major c¢ities such as Yenan,
Changchiakou, Chengteh, Shenyang
and Antung (now Tantung). This

placed burdens on the enemy and
" greatly reduced his striking force.

Meanwhile, our army evaded the
enemy’s main offensive force, shift-
ed its troops to the enemy’s flanks

and rear to seek favourable chances -

for battles and thus annihilated his
forces in large numbers while they

were on the move. As a result, not
only were the lost cities recovered,
but new cities were liberated.

Of course, not making the holding
of cities and places our chief aim
does not in any way mean arbitrarily
abandoning them and letting the
enemy occupy large parts and cities
of the base areas easily without
fighting. Comrade Mao Tsetung has
said: “... we must hold or seize terri-
tory wherever the balance of forces
makes it possible to do so or wher-
ever such territory is significant for
our campaigns or battles....”4 Our
army firmly adhered to Comrade
Mao Tsetung’s directive. Thus, at
the stage of strategic defence, our
army, while annihilating the enemy’s
effective strength, resolutely held
those cities and places which had to
be held as positions for launching
strategic counter-offensives and
offensives. At the stage of strategic
offence, our army closely linked the
annihilation of the enemy’s effective
strength with the seizing of cities
and places, thus simultaneously
attaining the goal of destroying the
enemy and fulfilling the task of
holding or seizing cities and places. --

The basic principle of our army’s
operations is to fight a war of anni-,
hilation, but this does not imply total
negation of the war of attrition.
When the enemy is strong and we
are weak, we advocate a war of attri-
tion strategically but battles of anni-
hilation in campaigns and engage-
ments, and achieve strategic attrition
through the latter. As Comrade Mao
Tsetung has said: “...campaigns of
annihilation are the means of attain-
ing the objective of strategic attri-
tion.”s Therefore, wherever circum-
stances are favourable, we must con-
centrate a superior force, employ
encircling and outflanking tactics
and fight battles of annihilation.
Under special circumstances, we
may also adopt the method of deal-
ing blows of annihilation at the
enemy so as to wipe out one part of
his forces while routing another. The
battle of annihilation takes the pri-
mary place in campaigns and
engagements, There is also the battle
of attrition which is supplementary
to the battle of annihilation though
this is not a “contest in attrition”.
For instance, when the main force of
our army is used to annihilate cer-
tain enemy forces, it is sometimes
necessary to fight a battle of attrition

in other directions in order to inter- _
cept and pin down the enemy
forces.... .

V. This Method of Fighting Can
only Be Used Effectively by a
People’s Army

In spite of the fact that military
experts in all times and in all coun-
tries have been familiar with these
ideas of the “concentrated employ-
ment of troops” and “smashing the
enemy forces one by one” and that a
great deal of military literature has
repeatedly discussed and stressed
them, no one hitherto has ever
viewed them as parts of an integral
whole and usedshem dialectically. It
was none other than Comrade Mao
Tsetung who comprehensively put
forward the strategic and tactical
principle of “concentrating a superi-
or force to destroy the enemy forces
one by one” and dialectically
applied it with great success to the
practice of China’s revolutionary
war. This is because the war we
waged was a people’s war, our army
was a people’s army and its military
operations were guided by dialecti-
cal materialism. Comrade Mao
Tsetung has pointed out: “The rich-
est source of power to wage war lies
in the masses of the people.” He has
also added; “The army must become
one with the people so that they see
it as their own army. Such an army
will be invincible....”6 This is the
fundamental condition for the victo-
ry of the people’s revolutionary war.

Comrade Mao Tsetung has provid-
ed a masterly summary of the strate-
gy and tactics of a people’s war:
You fight in your way and we fight
in ours; we fight when we can win
and move away when we cannot. In
other words, you rely on modern
weapons and we rely on highly con-
scious revolutionary people; you
give full play to your superiority and .
we give full play to ours; you have
your way of fighting and we have
ours, When you want to fight us, we
do not let you and you cannot even
find us. But when we want to fight
you, we make sure that you cannot
gel away and we hit you squarely on
the/chin and wipe you out. When we
ar¢; able to wipe you out, we do so
with a vengeance; when we cannot,
we see to it that you do not wipe us
out, It is opportunism if one will not
fight when one can win--It is adven-
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turism if one insists on fighting
when one cannot win. Fighting is the
pivot of all our strategy and tactics.
It is because of the necessity of
fighting that we admit the necessity
of moving away. The sole purpose
of moving away is to fight and bring
about the final and complete
destruction of the enemy. Such strat-
egy and tactics can be successfully
applied only in a people’s war, by
the people’s army, guided by dialec-
tical materialism.

The war waged by us was a peo-
ple’s war in which the principle of
combining main with local forces,
regular army with local armed units

and people’s militia, and armed with

unarmed masses was put into prac-
tice. The local armed units, militia
and the masses of the people took
part in the war on an extensive scale;
they actively supported the front and
consolidated the rear, and in direct
co-ordination with the operations of
the main forces, destroyed commu-
nications and transport in the
enemy’s rear, contained and dis-
persed the enemy troops and
harassed and threatened their rear.
This made it possible for the main
forces of our army to concentrate
their troops to a high degree and
carry out operations with great flexi-
bility. Meanwhile, participation of
the militia and masses in such activi-
ties as standing sentry, conducting
reconnaissance, preventing the leak-
age of news and acting as guides
also created favourable conditions
for our army to concentrate its
troops in time and in secret so as to
surprise, encircle and annihilate the
enemy. Take, for instance, the
Pinghsingkuan Campaign’fought at
the beginning of the War of
Resistance Against Japan. Our
troops were assembled for as long as
one week at places 15 to 30 kilome-
tres away from the route of the
enemy’s advance, but the enemy
completely failed to discover them
because of the active cooperation of
the masses who hid the news and
thus thwarted the enemy’s special
agents and traitors. With the help of
the masses, our army was promptly
informed of the state of the enemy
and disposed its forces correctly,
thus taking him by surprise and
putting him out of action with light-
ning speed.

On the contrary, the enemy fought
in isolation without the support and
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cooperation of the people because
the war waged by them was.of an
anti-popular nature. Wherever the
enemy occupied one of our places,
they were opposed by the people
and had to send in troops for
defence. All this inevitably affected
the concentration of their troops.
Even if they succeeded in concen-
trating their troops in a certain area,
they were always in a passive posi-
tion and found it hard to carry out
their plans because they failed to
win the people’s support, could not
find out what the conditions were or
locate the objectives of their attacks.
At the same time their own actions
were always exposed.

Our army was founded on
Comrade Mao Tsetung’s theory of
army building; it is a new-type army
wholeheartedly serving the interests
of the people under the absolute
leadership of the Chinese Com-

munist Party. Its nature determines..

its ability to give the fullest play to
the power of the method of concen-
trating a superior force to destroy
the enemy forces one by one.
Strategy and tactics are carried out
by men. The qualities of an army
play an important role in deciding
whether the correct strategy and tac-
tics can be carried through so as to
produce the greatest effect in prac-
tice. Our army has the steadfast
leadership of the Communist Party
and most loyally carries out the
Party’s Marxist-Leninist line and
policies. It has a high degree of con-
scious discipline and is heroically
inspired to destroy all enemies and
conquer all difficulties. Internally
there is full unity between cadres
and fighters, between those in higher
and those in lower positions of
responsibility, between the different
departments and between the vari-
ous fraternal army units. With the
establishment of firm revolutionary
political work, the masses of our
commanders and fighters are highly
class conscious and clearly aware
that they are fighting for the inter-
ests of the people. Thus, when using
this method of fighting, they display

a vigorous fighting will and coura- --

geous spirit. When concentrating,
they move quickly and have no fear
of fatigue or difficulties; while on
the offensive, they advance coura-
geously and persistently and dare to
outflank and cut up the enemy and
fight single-handedly; on the defen-

-sive, they can resist the successive

attacks of a powerful enemy, stand
firm on their positions and fight
doggedly. Army units are able to
cooperate on their own initiative and
coordinate their activities closely
with each other. They are not afraid
of sacrificing themselves for the
interests of the whole. In addition,
commanders and fighters can give
full play to their own judgement in
working out various methods of
defeating the enemy. All this fully
ensures that this method of fighting
can be used to the best advantage
and have great effect in defeating the
enemy and winning victory.

The enemy’s army is an anti-popu-
lar force. The great majority of the
soldiers are coerced or cheated into
joining. Their fundamental interests
are diametrically opposed to those of

the reactionary ruling classes. Deep |

contradictions exist between officers
and men and between superiors and
subordinates. Although the reac-
tionary ruling classes do their utmost
to carry out deceptive propaganda
and reactionary education among the
soldiers, the troops have a low
morale and lack a vigorous fighting
will. Such troops are afraid of fight-
ing at close quarters, night engage-
ments and casualties. Moreover,
mutual distrust and strife among dif-
ferent corps and factions of the army
stop them from coordinating activi-
ties on their own initiative. The
enemy forces subjectively attempt to
deal with us by employing the
method of concentrating superior
forces. But, in practice, they often
fail to realise their aim — especially
when conditions are difficult or criti-
cal — because of the inherent weak-
nesses in their forces. .
We study, analyse and direct war
by using the principles of dialectical
materialism. We. can correctly
employ the method of concentrating
a superior force to destroy the
enemy forces one by one and get the
greatest results from this, precisely
because of the fact that we are able
to assess the subjective and objec-
tive situation correctly, analyse com-
prehensively the balance of forces as
between the enemy and ourselves,
make good use of the contradictions
within the enemy ranks and then
proceed from reality. It is also
because we can correctly handle the
various relations confronting us in
the course of using this method of
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fighting, such as those between the

whole and the part, concentration
and dispersal, main and secondary
directions, annihilating the enemy
and holding cities and places,
advance and retreat, offence and
defence. Consequently, even when
engaging a powerful enemy, we are
invincible and able to attain the
objective of both wiping out the
enemy and preserving and strength-
ening ourselves.

Our enemies are idealists and their
method of thinking is metaphysical.
They are unable to analyse the
objective situation correctly and
comprehensively and proceed from
reality. They always overestimate
their own strength and underesti-
mate the revolutionary forces; they
judge the situation subjectively and
thus make light of their opponents
and advance recklessly. They always
look at problems from a one-sided
point of view and cannot correctly
handle the various relations encoun-
tered in military activities. For
instance, in order to cope with our

" method of concentrating a superior

force to destroy the enemy forces
one by one, the Kuomintang reac-
tionaries put forward — at one time
during the Third Revolutlonary Civil
War — the so-called “tactics of
massing troops and advancing
abreast” — “the employment of
troops must be conventional rather
than tricky, the stationing of troops

must be concentrated rather than dis-

persed and the manoeuvreing of
troops must be slow rather than
swift”. These tactics were used
when their troops were asked to
carry heavy weapons. At another
time they formulated the so-called
“tactics of making use of loop-
holes” when they switched to the
idea that their troops should carry
light weapons and rations and use
mountain paths instead of highways.
They used now this and now that
tactic without a definite principle. In

. short their strategic intentions and

specific actions were always in con-
tradiction because of the anti-popu-
lar nature of the war they waged. At
the beginning of the Third
Revolutionary Civil War, Chiang
Kai-shek laid down a principle of
“concentrated and flexible employ-
ment of troops”. But, on the other
hand, he wanted to occupy a great
many places including the Liberated
Areas on the borders of Honan and

Y

Hupeh, north Kiangsu, Chengteh,
Shenyang- and Antung (now
Tantung). With his objectives so
scattered and his forces limited, he
put a burden on his back whenever
he occupied a city because he had to
send troops to defend it. The more
places he occupied, the heavier his
burden and the fewer the troops for
further flexible employment. That is
why the principle he formulated
could only remain empty words.
Even if he temporarily succeeded in
concentrating a.relatively superior
force in one particular area and mak-
ing some gains, lots of loop-holes
were exposed in other areas. Such
contradictions were insurmountable
for our enemy.

In a word, the method of concen-
trating a superior force to destroy the
enemy forces one by one is based on
the waging of a people’s war by a
people’s army and on dialectical
materialism; it can be employed
effectively only by a people’s army.
No antipopular army can fruitfully
use or cope with this method. As
Comrade Mao Tsetung has said:”

‘“The Chiang Kai-shek bandit gang
and the U.S. imperialist military per-
sonnel in China are very well

“acquainted with these military meth-

ods of ours. Seeking ways to counter
them, Chiang Kai-shek has often
assembled his generals and field
officers for training and distributed
our military literature and the docu-
ments captured in the war for them
to study. The U.S. military personnel
have recommended to Chiang Kai-

‘shek one kind of strategy and tactics

after another for destroying the
People’s Liheration Army; they have
trained Chiang Kai-shek’s troops
and supplied them with military
equipment. But none of these efforts
can save the Chiang Kai-shek bandit
gang from defeat.”?
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Concentrating a superior force to
destroy the enemy forces one by one
is the materialisation in military
affairs of Comrade Mao Tsetung’s
strategic and tactical thinking of
strategically “pitting one against
ten” and tactically -“pitting ten
against one”, Comrade Mao Tsetung
has also made a great contribution to
Marxist-Leninist military science by
applying the Marxist-Leninist stand,
views and methods to the concrete

‘practice of China’s revolutionary

war. It is the crystallisation of the
experience gained by the Chinese
people in their prolonged armed
struggle against their enemies, both
internal and external. This principle
is not only one for operations in
campaigns and battles, but also one
of guidance in strategy. It fits in with
a war fought both under the condi-

-tion in which the enemy is strong

and we are weak and vice versa. It is
a principle of offence, but as a guid-
ing concept of operations, it holds
good in defence too. Apart from the
glorious role it played in the Chinese
people’s revolutionary wars and its
great historig significance in those
wars, this principle is of enormous
practical significance in strengthen-
ing our national defence and making
preparations to smash imperialist
aggression now. As a method of
thinking and work, concentrating
forces to fight a war of annihilation .
applies not only to military strug-
gles, but also to political and eco-
nomic struggles. It is of significance
in guiding all activities of our social-
ist construction.

Although this method of fighting
took shape and developed in the
practice of the Chinese revolution-
ary wars, it has a general signifi-
cance for all revolutionary wars.
This is because all revolutionary
wars, including those in China, have
the common characteristics of a big
and strong enemy and a weak and
small revolutionary force which can
achieve victory only through ardu-.
ous and hard struggles. Of course,
this method of fighting, like the use
of other methods for directing war,
must be developed according to the
progress of history and war. It must
be flexibly used according to differ-
ent adversaries and places. Only in-
this way can it fulfil its role — the
role of defeating the enemy and win-
ing victory. O
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To the Militant Arab People!

Call Issued in Red Flag, the Tunisian Marxist-Leninist journal

To the militant Arab people: Neo-
colonialism is once again trampling
Arab land at the invitation of its
lackeys. You once again are
rebelling against this occupation
with the slogan, “We must fight for
our land, liberty and national digni-
ty”, and once again you are up
against the reactionary Arab
regimes, watchdogs of neo-colonial
interests.

Oppressed masses, the world has
not seen such a concentration of
murderous weapons since World
War 2. Why were not these arms and
these war machines used to stop the

Zionist occupation? Or when this -

enemy invaded “East Jerusalem” in
1968 or in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip or even the Golan
Heights? Why didn’t they so much
as lift a little finger when the Shah
of Iran annexed the Tunb Islands in
1974? How can the silence of these
same armies, spokesmen of so-

called detente, be explained when

they occupy Panama or when
Russian soc:al-lmpenahsm invades
Afghanistan?

Labouring masses, neo-colonial-
ism has agreed unanimously in its
-~ UN and Security Council institu-
tions to impose its hegemony on the
Arabian Gulf, a region which is very
strategically located and contains
more than 40% of the world’s oil
reserves. Neo-colonialism has also
agreed to profit from the natural
resources and to exploit the oil as
though it were theirs. It plunders,
sucks the sweat off your forehead
and controls the €économy by impos-
ing its ordeérs and will, It is imperial-
ism and social-imperialism that are
the cause of your poverty, while
Arab reaction aids them in every
way and executes to the letter the
directives of the International

Monetary Fund and the World Bank,
directives aiming to starve you and
keep you in slavery.

Toiling people, your struggle
against neo-colonialism is a life-
and-death struggle. Either you give
in and it will skin you alive, or else
you raise your head and conquer
your land, liberty and dignity.

You have come to realise what
fabulous wealth Al Saud possesses,
the world’s second largest billion-

aire. You have seen Al Sabah's bank

accounts and the piles of money he
puts at the service of neocolonial-
ism, his only backers. You have
denounced Mubarak’s Camp David
regime so many times. You have
exposed the true nature of Assad,
who abandoned Golan and collabo-
rated with the enemy to support the
Emirs, the real hypocrites who take
advantage of your convictions and
gorge themselves at your expense.
Neither have you forgotten King
Hussein, called Black September,
nor the other Arab lackey regimes of
imperialism whose political posi-
tions reflect how dependent they are
on this or that imperialist power and
how developed the class struggle is.
All these regimes have unanimously
agreed at the Algiers summit meet-
ing to recognise the Zionist institu-
tion, on the basis of UN Resolution
242. Although unevenly, they have
all applied the imperialists’ direc-
tives aiming to starve the people.
Saddam and the Iragi Baathists are
part of these servants. What have
these regimes done since they took
power and since 1967 and 19737
They have squandeced enormous
sums of money, your money, to buy
arms and then they use them against
you, and never against Zionism;
they put down your rebellions and
now break up your demonstrations

against the occupation.

Masses of people, revolt against
the occupiers, against the com-
pradors and the traitors, against the
Muslim Brothers who are servants
of the imperialists, take your destiny
in hand and join the camp of revolu-
tion under the banner of New
Democratic Revolution, be loyal to
the blood of the martyrs, for none of
these regimes will come to your res-
cue. All of Arab reaction, including
the Baathists, rely on demagogy to
deceive you and use your aspirations
in order to preserve their thrones.

Neither colonialists nor com-
pradors, working people throw
them out! -

Down with the traitors and colo-
nialists — people’s war is the only
solution!

This call was distributed at a
demonstration where the followmg
chants were raised:

Sultans and presidents, servants of
Yankee colonialists!

Stamp out, smash (Arab) reactlon
of the Muslim Brothers!

Down with imperialist interests on
our land!

Down with American interests,
take our destiny in hand!

Smash Mubarak and Saudi
reaction!

People’s war is the only solution
against traitors and colonialists!

Price hikes are a scheme of the
IMF!

‘In the Gulf the soldiers are there,
‘in Tunisia cost of living has

soared!

i

~.73 August 1990




On TheGquCrisis )

By the RedWorker Communist Organisation, ltaly

For two weeks now a massive
bombardment, far more powerful
than Hiroshima and Nagasaki, has
been rained down upon Iraq by the
imperialist alliance headed by the
U.S.A. This barbarous, unprecedent-
ed aggression has probably killed
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi men,
women and.children, and brought
about destruction and disaster. Some
people say it may constitute one of
the worst crimes against humanity
ever committed.

We are in solidarity with and on
- the side of the masses of Iragi peo-
ple, as are also the Arab masses,
with the Palestinians in the fore-
front. We will struggle, and we call
on everyone to struggle, ever harder
and stronger against this imperialist
aggression.

We do not approve of the occupa-
tion of Kuwait by the Saddam
Hussein regime. But this is simply a
pretext for the imperialist alliance,
and for the U.S. in the first place.
They have arrogantly and hypocriti-
cally raised the banner of “interna-
tional law”. How can they talk about
international law, when they them-
selves invaded Vietnam, Grenada
and Panama, and whipped up
aggression against Nicaragua and
every country that has sought to lib-
erate itself from imperialist domina-
tion? The U.S. and their allies are
using the figleaf of carrying out UN
resolutions, as if the UN were not
merely a tool in the hands of the
imperialist powers, in which the
people count for nothing, as if UN
resolutions were not merely pieces
of paper to be torn up and discarded
when it comes to the rights of the
Palestinians and other peopies
oppressed by imperialism.

The only thing the U.S. and
European governments are out for is
absolute, gangster control of the oil
they consider theirs and the protec-
tion of their economy at the price of
the hunger of the proletarians and
peoples who produce that oil. This is
what their war is all about, this is

what they are seeking to strengthen
and extend with their presence in the
Middle East and their aid and sup-
port for regimes that are certainly no
better than that of Saddam Hussein,
such as those of Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait. This is a war to
assert a “new world order” for
which the proletarians and the peo-
ples are to pay the costs.

But this war is tending to prove it
will be more than a quick little
stroll, that it is aimed above all at
the aspirations for national and
social liberation of the Arab prole-

tarians and masses, and therefore it

will lead to an intensification and
spreading of_the anti-imperialist
struggle throughout the Middle East,
alongside the Palestinian intifada.

Italian imperialism, through the
decisions of the Andreotti govern--
ment, has chosen to play a front-line
role in this war. Twisting the
Constitution and putting their war-
ships and troops under American
command, the Italian government is
now an accomplice and a participant
in the massacre of the Iragi people.
Italian forces, using Tornado
bombers, are echoing the criminal
deeds of Italian fascism, using phos-
phorous bombs against the popula-
tion of Iraq, according to Bishop
Molfetta Bello.

The parliamentary political parties
and their newspapers and television
channels, whether these be the parties
of the government or the opposition,
are all united in solidarity with “our
boys” at the front. But this is a big lit-
mus test permitting one to distinguish
between those who defend Italian
imperialism’s interests and those who
fight against those interests.

The government is militarising the
country, gagging the press and tele-
vision and turning them into tools of
the open consensus around the war,
censuring -dissenting voices and
criminalising the most consistent
opposition. They are trying to suffo-
cate the broad mobilisation
developing in this country against

the war and against Italian participa-
tion in it. They are relying on the
repression being marshalled by the
police, Carabinieri and the Army,
but above all, at this moment they
are counting on the servile support
of the trade union apparatus, to
avoid a general strike. Marini,
Benvenuto, Del Turco, Trentin and
their stooges in every city and work-
place at this moment represent the
MAIN ENEMY of the development
of a real movement against the war.
Who is to pay the cost of this
filthy war, publicly put at 80 billion
lira a month? Certainly not
Andreotti, Craxi, De Michelis, La
Malfa, certainly not the financiers
and industrialists, the journalists and
generals, but once again the labour-
ing. people and the masses who are
to make yet further sacrifices. They
seek to incite the masses against
Saddam Hussein to hide their own
real, personal responsibility for the
war, for the high cost of living, for
unemployment, for the restriction of
democratic rights, for cutbacks in
social services in our country.
Therefore we call for, and will
fight for, the proletariat, the youth,
the masses of people, not to let
themselves be fooled, to desert, and
to opposg this filthy war on every
level. We must organise in every
city, every school, factory, work-
place, in committees, collectives,
united rank and file groups and mass
organisations, to overturn the impe-
rialist government that has dragged
the country into war, that is unleash-
ing reaction and attacking living
standards and working conditions.
This can and must be the highest
contribution we can make to our
Iraqi brothers and sisters being mas-
sacred by bombs, and to the libera-

tion of the Palestinian people and all

the Arab masses.
RedWorker Communist
Organisation
January 1991
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countries were taking
action against this criminal
war, the imperialist media
army did its job, churning
out the ruling class arsenal
of lies that the war was

» clean and unopposed;
angry but mainly peaceful
protests continued, with
some notable exceptions
of more militant and deter-
mined actions such as
those which blocked mili-

tary bases in Spain

and

u.s.
ltaly, street-fighting with order to protect their own
police in Berlin and support stakes in the region. At the
of Gl resistance in same time, they so feared
Germany. political opposition that

High on the imperialist they risked discarding what
casualty list in these coun- tatters of democracy they
tries were the illusions for hide behind at home in
large numbers of people favour of both blacking out
that the rich aggressor the massive resistance to
powers seek peace and them and nakedly lying
detente and that their press about their bloody and
tells the truth. New lessons cowardly war against an
about the basic weakness oppressed people that
of the imperialists were reveals so clearly the
learned. Their genocide- nature of their world order
coalition brutally massa- — old and new! O

cred the Iraqi people in
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the total number of actions.carried
out by the PGA during the decade
probably exceeded 200,000.

Along with ambushes and assaults
on the Armed Forces in most of the
country, including Lima itself, the
People’s Guerrilla Army also carries
out sabotage with the aim of damag-
ing the economy that finances the
counter-revolutionary war and
undermining specific government
projects. For instance, the state-
owned mining industry in the centre
of the country, upon which the gov-
ernment depends for much of its
legal foreign exchange earnings, has
been repeatedly attacked, and train
lines that carry minerals to foreign
buyers have been cut. Foreign-
owned enterprises such as the giant
Bayer chemical plant and domestic
monopolies such as the Hogar
department stores in Lima havé been
bumned down. Explosions and sabo-
tage of electrical pylons and power-
lines they carry have completely
blacked out whole cities and regions
innumerable times, to the delight of
the revolutionary masses and the
consternation of the impotent gov-
ernment, which reveals still more its
class nature as it scrambles to
restore electricity to banks and
industry while leaving the people in
darkness. Tourist installations, such
as the government-owned hotel at
Machu Picchu, are sabotaged to
wreck the tourist industry, though it
is not Party policy to destroy the
ruins that represent the people’s his-
tory or attack foreign tourists.

One of the first acts of the peo-
ple’s war was to hang a dead dog in
front of the Chinese embassy in
Lima, with a sign around its neck
that read “Deng Xiao-ping”. Since
then the PCP has continued to publi-
cise its foreign policy with quite a
few attacks on various embassies —
the Indian embassy, for instance, in
solidarity with the Indian revolution-
ary movement, and the Israeli
embassy. In October 1989, car-
bombs went off in front of the U.S.
consulate, and also the Soviet and
Chines¢ embassies, to dramatise the

_PCP’s opposition to what it calls

“the worldwide revisionist offensive
headed by Gorbachev and Deng”
and the Peruvian revolution’s stand
with the Chinese people who rose up
against the Deng regime.

There has been the selective anni-
hilation of well-known enemies of

s

the people (Armed Forces officers,
government officials, mayors of vil-
lages and towns who ignore the
Party’s invitations to resign, etc.), as
well as the informers on whom the
government depends to direct the
murder of revolutionaries. In
September 1990, in Lima, a top mil-
itary counter-intelligence officer was
shot, and a car-bomb exploded in
front of the home of a U.S. Drug
Enforcement Agency officer in a
district inhabited by high Armed
Forces officials. There are
Europeans workiiig as volunteers on
various governmental projects in the
rural areas; the fact that such
schemes are part of the efforts by the
government and its imperialist back-
ers to smother the revolution is
explained to them, and they are
wamed to leave or risk the conse-
quences.

Agitation and propaganda consti-
tute a major part of the work of the
People’s Guerrilla Army. This
includes painting slogans on walls
(or rocks, in the countryside); hang-

ing Party banners (in June 1990, 70”

red flags appeared simultaneously
one morming at key intersections and
other spots in Lima); setting huge
fires in the shape of a hammer and
sickle on the hillsides, especially
during blackouts; launching swarms
of red balloons carrying banners;
putting up Party posters; giving out
the pictorial leaflets that are impor-
tant .for reaching illiterate masses, as
well as regular leaflets; distributing
Party, pamphlets (in quantities of as
many as 100-200,000 each) and
Party reprints of selections from the
Marxist classics; agitating at illegal
“lightning” demonstrations that
appear and disappear on city streets
without warning; holding mass
meetings in the countryside; leading
people’s schools (which conduct
clandestine courses for political edu-
cation in the outlook and line of the
Party, combined with practical
work); and many other ways of cre-
ating the public opinion without
which it is impossible to seize
power.

In the cities, the PGA leads armed
shutdowns, which combine the
forms of struggle just mentioned
with work stoppages, halting com-
merce and transport and violent
mass confrontations with the forces
of order. Their purpose is to prepare
the future urban insurrections.

The People’s Guerrilla Army takes
part in production (usually farming),
so as not to be a burden on the peo-
ple. Furthermore, it is mainly
through the PGA that the Party con-
ducts its mass work, including
organising the new political power
in the countryside and developing
mass revolutionary organisations
that serve the people’s war. A jour-

nalist described the PGA as “a youth -

movement supported by their par-
ents”, since so many of its members
are in their early and mid-teens or
twenties. A large percentage of the
fighters and commanders of this
army encharged with carrying out
the political tasks &f the revolution
under the leadership of the Party are
women. The patriarchal ruling class-
es find this rather threatening. In
fact, what most is throwing Peruvian
reactionaries and their foreign boss-
es into a mortal panic is that the
PGA represents the political awak-
ening, organisation and arming of
the masses of people themselves,
especially the poor peasants.

IIL. Character and History
of the Revolution

" The war the PCP is leading is

mainly a peasant war. Though it also
involves fighting and other work in

to surround the cities from the coun-
tryside. The Peruvian revolution is
taking this road because of the con-
ditions and history of the country,
whose broad characteristics are
shared by most of the countries
oppressed by imperialism in today’s
world.

When the Spanish invaders
arrived in Peru, they found *“a com-

‘munal agrarian system, and this was

beginning to give rise to a slave sys-
tem, the Inca empire”, as the PCP
has analysed. This empire could not
withstand Spanish steel and was
razed to the ground. Despite the
Indians’ resistance the Spanish
imposed their own feudal system.
The vast majority of people became
serfs, forced to serve the Spanish
lord entrusted by distant kings with
the Indians’ souls and most of the
land. They were given “rights and
obligations™ in return for the right
to tend their own poor plots or graze
their tivestock on the landlord’s
hacienda, they worked in his fields



and his house without pay, subject to
being hung up and whipped at his
whim.

For several hundred years the
country was a colony. Although later
Peru won independence, it continued
to be a dominated country. Unlike
the imperialist countries where the
rising bourgeoisie (capitalist class)
was able to settle accounts with feu-
dalism and give free rein to all-
around capitalist development, Peru
never underwent a bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution. PCP Chairman
Gonzalo describes contemporary
Peru as *“a semifeudal and semicolo-
nial society within which bureaucrat
capitalism is developing”.

This characterisation is based on a
qualitative assessment of the deter-
mining features of the society: “the
outwomn semi-feudal system contin-
ues to exist and affect the country
from its deepest foundations to its
most developed ideas, with the
essential persistence of the land
question, motive force of the class
struggle of the peasants, especially
the poor peasants who make up the
majority.” Most of the land is still
concentrated in a few hands, both in
the form of traditional landlord own-
ership and “associative” forms
established in the 1960s and *70s
when the state bought the old indi-
vidually-owned estates and set up
state-linked “agrarian enterprises”
(SAIS). The administrators of the
SAIS are often the landlord’s sons.
They continue the tradition of local
political tyrants whose power is
based on monopoly ownership of
land. The production relations hold-
ing those who work the land in
bondage have little changed. This is
why the PCP considers these SAIS
“an evolution of feudalism”.

Payments to the government for
the land continue to hinder the
development of agriculture. The
leading members of these SAIS are
former rich and middle peasants,
while the majority of peasants, espe-
cially in the mountains, remain with-
out land or tools and bound by rela-
tions of servitude. They are obligat-
ed to perform free labour for the
SAIS in return for lodging and food,
and personal services for the new
feudal tyrants who run them. (For
instance, carrying their packages —
no self-respecting rural big shot
would be seen carrying anything
himself.) The PCP corsiders these
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SAIS the principal target of the
struggle in the countryside, while
also opposing the remaining tradi-
tional landlords. There is an
autonomaus (locally self-sufficient)
agricultural economy alongside the
national economy, especially in the
mountains. “Semi-feudalism exists
in new modes but continues to be
the country’s basic problem.”
Much has been made in the for-
eign press about PCP-led attacks on
several Andes experimental farms
run by European agronomists and
other rural scientists. Supposedly
this shows the PCP is, for some
inexplicable reason, against “pro-
gress”. These farms are run in the

_interests of imperialist capital in uni-

versity garb (after all, what
European university is in the hands
of the people?). The scientists in
their pay usually ignore the bondage
of the peasants who care for the cat-
tle, though those semi-feudal rela-
tions are what makes these farms
cheap to run in Pern. These men
choose not to see that the vast ex-
panses of land they monopolise (of-
ten many thousands of hectares) are
urgently needed by the peasants who
work them, to emancipate them-
selves and feed their families. Un-
like the traditional landlords who
must be more concerned with reduc-
ing expenses than increasing pro-
ductivity, and thus leave most of
their land idle, and the technocrats
whose notions of productivity lead
them to think it more sensible to
raise meat for the rich and import
wheat than to grow potatoes, and
thus devote the best land to pasture,
the peasants are interested in figur-
ing out how to produce as much

food as possible. Such farms are in °

fact an obstacle to the country’s
overall economic development. So
who is really blocking progress?

The PCP defines semi-colonial to
mean that Peru is “politically inde-
pendent but economically subjugat-
ed”; bureaucrat capitalism refers to
the particular kind of capitalism
“generated by imperialism in the
backward countries”, which -fails to
challenge the pre-existing feudalism
and serves the interests of foreign
capital instead of the country’s own
national development.

‘This analysis leads to two funda-
mental conclusions. The first is that
the proletariat, the class of property-
less workers whose conditions most

cry out for socialism and commu-

“nism, can rely upon and lead the

peasants, especially the poor and
landless ts, as,well as forces
from the urban petite bourgeoisie
(the middle classes) and even, at cer-
tain times and under certain condi-
tions, be joined by or neutralise the
national bourgeoisie (medium-sized
capitalists with economic interests
opposed to the country’s domina-
tion), in order to smash imperialism,
the big bourgeoisie and the land-
lords, who are the immediate targets
of the revolution, and thus open the
door to socialism and serve the
cause of communism. The second
conclusion is that the revolution can
and must wage armed struggle from
the very beginning, to build up
strength through armed struggle,
seizing political power little by little
in the countryside and carrying out
other work on this basis until it
becomes strong enough to seize
power countrywide.

The PCP is applying the concept
of New Democratic Revolution
developed by Mao Tsetung to.the
concrete conditions of Peru. The
PCP-defines the tasks of that revolu-
tion as the following:

“Destroy imperialist domination,
principally that of Yankee imperial-
ism in our case, and ward off the
other superpower, Russia, and the
other imperialist powers. 2) Destroy
bureaucrat capitalism by confiscat-
ing monopoly capital inside and out-
side the state sector. 3) Destroy feu-
dal landlord ownership by confiscat-
ing large-scale property whether
associative or nan-associative, redis-
tributing the land on an individual
basis guided by the slogan ‘land to

the tiller’, to the poor peasants first

and foremost. 4) Support for medi-
um-sized capital, which is permitted
to work if it observes certain condi-
tions. All this implies overthrowing
the old state through people’s war by
means of revolutionary armed force
under the leadership of the
Communist Party, and building a
new state.”

The Communist Party of Peru was
founded on a tevolutionary basis by
Jose Carlos Mariategui in 1928, as
part-of the Third International estab-
lished by Lenin. Mariategui made a
general analysis of Peruvian society
that still holds today, though later it
was to be further developed by
applying Mao’s cenceptions to the
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them to attack and firebomb the
local police station. Agitation was
carried out in the centre of Lima.
The people’s war itself was awaken-
ing people and drawing them in to
participate.

The people’s war has gone
through four different phases since it
began on 17th May 1980, each
marked by a distinct plan drawn up
by the PCP leadership. In the first
few months of the Party’s Plan to
Begin the armed struggle, only a
few hundred actions took place. A
small number of very poorly armed
men and women attacked police out-
posts and local authorities in the
countryside in the mountain depart-
ments of Ayacucho, Huancavelica
and Apurimac, as well as elsewhere,
including the capital. A main aim of
these initial clashes was to seize
weapons; in one of the first attacks,
guerrillas captured a police barracks
. by surprise using painted wooden
guns. Other early assaults on-police
outposts depended on firebombs and
dynamite thrown into flimsy build-
ings. Later, in 1981, in the Plan to
Unfold guerrilla warfare, the Party

led the formation of detachments }

and platoons that fought to open up
guerrilla zones, areas in which the
guerrilla forces could count on mass

support in order to move around and [{/4 (&34
hit the enemy, with a view towards ' W AL
later building base areas. In some [N

places, the Party had had contacts
among the local masses for years,
while in newer areas the initial work
was even more difficult and the
guerrillas had to sleep in caves and
go hungry until they had won over
local people.
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The first guerrilla company (made
up of several platoons) saw action in
the 1982 assault on the prison in the
city of Ayacucho. Guerrillas pinned
down the police, shot and blasted
their way into the prison and freed
dozens of prisoners of war. A few
months later, as a guerrilla unit with-
drew after an attack, one of those
escaped prisoners, Edith Lagos, was’
captured by police and stabbed to
death with a bayonet. Her funeral
became one of the biggest mass out-
pourings Ayacucho had ever seen.
Tens of thousands of people
marched through the streets behind
her coffin draped with the Party’s
red banners.

‘By the latter part of 1982 a power
vacuum had been created in many
rural areas. The first sprouts of revo-
lutionary political power had arisen
in the form of peasant committees to
divide the crops and land seized
from old-style feudal landlords and
the state-linked farms. Now this
power was beginning to blossom. As
the guerrillas moved from village to
village, mobilising the peasants and
attacking local authorities, units
stayed behind in the villages to
organise the Party, recruit fighters
and build People’s Committees. In
this way, by relying on the masses,
guerrilla zones were gradually being
turned into base areas, where the
revolution held political power.

At the end of 1982 President
Belaunde was forced to send in the

Peruvian Armed Forces, déspitc his .

earlier reluctance to do so for fear
that rival factions in the ruling class-
es might use the occasion for a coup
d’etat. Now facing the regular army

for the first time, the revolution
entered a very hard period. The
Armed Forces carried out massacre
after massacre of whole vijllages sus-

" pected of revolutionary sympathies,

with the stated policy that “it is nec-
essary to kill ten peasants to kill one
guerrilla”. Many thousands of peas-
ants died, combatants and non-com-
batants alike. Some People’s
Committees were destroyed. Never-
theless, the Party founded its
People’s Guerrilla Army, so as to be
able to fight on the higher level now
required and carry out its Plan to
Win Base Areas by re-establishing
overthrown People’s Committees
and building new ones.

PGA units operate under a system
of dual command. There is a mili-
tary leader, whose word is decisive
during combat, and a political lead-
er. Both are Party members, but the
political leader is in charge overall,
responsible for the formulation, car-
rying out and summing up of the
plans to carry out the military work
which is at the heart of the Party’s
work, and also for other political
tasks, including the political and ide-
ological- training of Party members
and other fighters so as to build and
rely upon their consciousness, initia-
tive and fearless, self-sacrificing
spirit.

Although this guerrilla army could
not yet threaten the encampments
the enemy was establishing, it
learned how t6 ambush the Armed
Forces patrols that sought to enforce
government power in the villages.
But this revolutionary power was
not yet even relatively consolidated
because the enemy could still carry
out repeated incursions into the
developing base areas. As the PCP
was to explain, “restoration and
counter-restoration”, the see-saw
battle for political power in the
countryside, characterises people’s
war at this stage.

By 1986, the people’s war extend-
ed through the Andes from Puno in
the south through the central part of
the country and up to Cajamarca in
the north. As the revolutionary tide
rose, the government moved its pris-
oners of war out of the countryside
and concentrated them in three Lima
gaols. In the face of clear indications
that the newly-inaugurated Garcia
government was planning to kill
them all in order to flex its muscles
and demoralise the revolutionary
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masses, the prisoners rebelled and
took over the prisons. -

The prisoners were determined to
defend the morale of the revolution
with their very lives. They had been
able to obtain small quantities of
dynamite. They made spears and
crude flame-throwers and assembled
bags of rocks to throw. Garcia
unleashed the Armed Forces. At the
Fronton island prison, the revolu-
tionaries held out for 20 hours until
naval artillery destroyed everything
standing. With captured weapons,
the prisoners kilied six officers
among the Marine landing force. In
Lurigancho, which had a glass roof
and open walls, the prisoners were
not able to withstand attack as long,
but they fought. Those taken alive
were murdered. The women prison-
ers in Callao held out against the Air
Force. No one surrendered at any of
the three prisons. Only a few among
the 300 prisoners survived. Their
resistance on what became known as
the “Day of Heroism” — 19th June
1986 — threw the Garcia govern-
ment into a crisis from which it was
never to recover. Among the ruins at
Fronton, the immense red hammer
and sickle painted on the side of a
wall remains.

(Since then, several hundred new
and old prisoners of war have been
regrouped in a new Lima prison
called Canto Grande. They are held
in two buildings, one for men and
another for women, in equal number,
separate from other prisoners.
Despite the lack of electricity and
water and frequent attacks by the
guards, they continue their pro-
gramme of handicrafts and other
collective work, study and physical
education so as to continue con-
tributing to the revolution. The
Committee of Relatives of Prisoners
of War, Political Prisoners and the
Disappeared has warned of the dan-
ger of a new massacre.)

At the end of 1986, the people’s
war entered a new phase, the Plan to
Develop Base Areas — to spread
them and consolidate them where
possible. The Pilot Plan of this phase

. was completed in May 1989. It was

followed by what the PCP calls the
Great Plan to Develop Base Areas
So As To Seize Power Countrywide.
This title speaks for itself,
Summarising the beginning of the
people’s war, the PCP wrote: “It was
a defiant political blow of far-reach-

\
ing importance; unfurling red ban-
ners and‘raising hammers and sick-
les it proclaimed ‘It’s Right to
Rebel!” and ‘Political Power Grows
Out of the Barrel of a Gun!’, calling
the people, especially the poor peas-
ants, to stand up arms in hand, to
light the bonfire and shake the
Andes, to write a new history in the
countryside and the mountains and
ravines of our tumultuous geogra-
phy, to knock down the rotten walls

- of the oppressive order, to conquer

the mountain peaks and storm the
heavens rifles in hand to clear the
way for a new dawn. The beginnings
were modest, almost without modern
arms; we fought, we advanced and
built from the small to the large, and
from our weak armament the initial
fire became a roaring, tumultuous,
raging, expanding blaze, further sow-
ing revolution and giving explosive
momentum to the people’s war.”

IV. Exercising Political Power in
the Countryside, Preparing to
Seize Power in the Cities

The new revolutionary political
power is for those who have never
had any power at all in their whole
lives, for those who have been the
most lowly and scomed of society,
though they carried the country on
their backs: the workers and peas-
ants, along with progressive forces
from among the middle classes,
under the leadership of the proletari-
at’s party. The PCP describes it as
the joint dictatorship of four classes,
since although the weak and vacil-
lating national bourgeoisie does not
now participate in the revolution,
they may in the future, and their
interests are taken into account. This
new state being born openly declares
itself a dictatorship because unlike
the old state which pretends to rule
in the interests of all and tries to
hide the fact that it rests on armed
force, the revolution has every rea-
son to reveal the antagonism
between the interests of the big
bourgeoisie, landlords and imperial-
ism, and the masses of people, espe-
cially the workers and peasants.

PCP Chairman Gonzalo is said to
have remarked that even at the
beginning of the war, the guerrillas
carried the new political power in
their knapsacks. The seizure of
political power is the central task of
any revolution. In the conditions of

their revolution the task was to
begin to set it up piece by piece, in
the form of People’s Committees
organised at the village level.

These Committees are made up of
five members, called commissioners
because they are commissioned by
the masses and subject to recall at
any time. These commissioners are
chosen by representatives of the vil-
lage ‘mass organisations of poor
peasants, labourers, women, intel-
lectuals, youth and children. They
include communists, ordinary peas-
ants and other local progressive
forces. Their job is to begin to create
a new politics, new economics and
new culture in the countryside, as
part of preparing to be able to do so
on a countrywide scale. ! .

The Secretary among the five
commissioners represents the Party
and the proletariat. (The proletariat is
present in the countryside mainly
through the Party. There are Party
units at village level and up, distinct
from the less stationary Party units in
the PGA.) The commissioner of secu-
rity, also a PCP member, is in charge

- of the defence of this new political

power, by the local population as a

.whole, organised into militias, along

with local guerrilla forces and the
main forces of the People’s Guerrilla
Army. This also means preparing the
organised withdrawal of villagers
from the area, in case that becomes
necessary. The security commissioner
is also in charge of police functions,
taking measures against counter-rev-
olutionaries who attack the new polit-
ical power or common criminals who
harm the masses. Robbery, drugs,
constant drunkenness, prostitution,
gambling, beating of wives and chil-
dren, rape and other scourges which
long flourished under the protection
of the old established authority are
now § . !
The commissioner of production
and economy orchestrates the devel-
opment of a new economy based on
a new kind of relations between peo-
ple. The land is divided up and
given out first to those who have no
land and then, if there is any left, to
those who have a little, on the basis
of how many people there are in a
family. It is given to the family as a
wholé, and not just the fathers or
men in general. (Youth who want to
leave their parents and start their
own family also get land.) But while
this possession of the land is indi-




vidual, planting and harvesting are
collective and carried out by all. The
PCP refers to this policy as a seed of
the future, socialist stage of the rev-
olution. This commissioner must see
that the land of old people, widows
and orphans is taken care of. He or
she also organises the production
directly owned by the People’s
Committee, such as communal rais-
ing of chickens, ducks or guinea
pigs, and collective work on irriga-
tion projects.

Often changes have to be made in
terms of which crops are grown, to
allow the base areas to become more
self-sufficient. The People’s Commit-
tee sets up seed exchange, so as to per-
mit scientific seed selection and a
diversification of crops. This seed
exchange is particularly important.
Along with efforts to replace import-
dependent chemical fertilisers, it aims
at ending the need for credit. These
measures and the abolition of rent
frees the peasants of the burdensome
and costly weight of the government
bureaucracy that long sucked the

“blood of agriculture and the tyranny of
the local despots whose power over
- the land, credit and inputs was exer-
cised in a most arbitrary manner. The
organisation of new relations of pro-
duction and exchange, designed to
meet the needs of the people and the
people’s war, frees the productive
forces from their fetters and leads to
- improvements in productivity. There
is even some beginning manufacture
of clothes and tools, so that these base
areas can become more self-sufficient.

Small and medium merchants are
allowed to continue to exercise their
important functions; in fact, for
them, too, this is a liberation. But irv
addition the People’s Committees
also organise exchange. Locally, this
might mean a People’s Fair at which
items are directly sold from produc-
er to consumer or traded. It also
means mule trains that can securely
cross the mountains and allow com-
merce with other localities, for the
base areas cannot be completely
self-sufficient and the Party must
lead in resolving this problem.

As the military strength of the rev-
_olution advances and its political
power begins to become relatively
consolidated in some areas, these
economic questions are increasingly
crucial. Economic self-sufficiency
means self-sufficiency from debt
and inflation and the chance to begin
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developing an economy that feeds
the people instead of feeding upon
them. It is key for the war, because
without these advances revolution-
ary political power would collapse
and the revolutionary army would
no longer be able to rely on the peo-
ple for its sustenance. These changes
are also part of building the future,
when an economically independent
and militarily powerful Peru can
hold out against imperialism and
serve the world revolution.

The commissioner of community
affairs is in charge of administering
justice. This means organising peo-
ple’s trials: a prosecutor presents the
case of the People’s Committee, the
accused has the right to defend him-
self and present evidence, while the
masses of people listen and decide.
Another example is the establishment
of a damages commiitee from among
the peasants on a rotating basis. If a
peasant’s cow damages another peas-
ant’s seeded fields, it is up to this
committee to impose payment of
damages. The first tim¢, a wamning is
issued; the second time, the cow is
detained; the third time the cow is
slaughtered and the meat divided up
for the necessities of the villagers.

This commissioner also presides
over marriages. The two people who
wish to marry must bring two wit-
nesses to testify to the fact that nei-
ther is married to anyone else — that
and a health examination are the
only requirements. Community
affairs also includes registering
births, stocking the people’s medical
dispensary (with drugs confiscated
from the enemy and herbal medi-
cines) and health care in general.
Education is guided by the commu-
nist outlook and linked with labour.
Peasants are taught basic mathemat-
ics, Spanish (which the PCP consid-
ers.important so that the masses who
speak Quechua can have a window
on the rest of the world), natural sci-
ence and history. The commissioner
also organises recreation, including
sports and culture (such as plays and
puppet shows), celebrations to mark
revolutionary anniversaries, and
helps with the feast of the village
saint. This feast has become a popu-
lar holiday — the Party neither helps
nor hinders other, more religious
observances. The Party carries out a
policy of what Lenin called freedom

of religion in the broadest sense — it -

respects the people’s right to their

religious beliefs while at the same
time it also reserves the right to
struggle to educate people in dialec-
tical materialism.

Divorce is granted instantly, at the
demand of either person; with no
conditions. This commissioner must
get the couple to reach an agreement
about the children. In general, the
community affairs commissioner tries
to help settle family disputes,
between a couple, or between parents
and children, through a process of
criticism and self-criticism. If it hap-
pens that a woman wants to leave to
join the People’s Guerrilla Army and
her parents or husband are opposed,
she can go anyway. The husband has
priority to get the children, if he is
willing; otherwise, the People’s
Committee finds another solution.

There is also a commissioner in
charge of convening and planning
the meetings of the Party-led mass
organisations.

This is how an open People’s
Committee works. They have taken
different forms, according to the rel-
ative strength of the revolution and
the counter-revolution in a given
area or at a given time, and the fluid-
ity of the people’s war, expanding,
contracting, appearing and then
perhaps disappearing, only to reap-
pear there or in another place. For
instance, until 1989 their members
were always secret (known only to
the Representative Assembly that
chose them): Attempts to keep these
committees operating publicly in the
beginning of thé people’s war failed
because too often the commissioners
were murdered. If the reaction reoc-
cupied an area, 4 clandestine com-
mittee might be able to exercise an

-authority parallel to that of the old

authorities. A destroyed committee
might have to be réorganised. In a
new area, an Organising committee
would strive to bring about condi-
tions under which the emergence of
a full-scale elected committee would
be possible. Of course, the function-
ing of the clandestine committees is
somewhat hampered, especially by
the fact that the commissioners can-
not be publicly known but must
work through delegates. In any case,
the Party makes it veéry clear that it
stands for political power for the
proletariat and the people and not
for personal power; any cominis-
sioner who exercises personal power
can be submitted to a people’s trial,
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ing classes are waging war on the
revolution is being tom apart at both
ends by political and economic crisis.
~The PCP, in its analysis of the devel-
opment of Peruvian society, refers to
this period as “the general crisis of
bureaucrat capitalism” in Peru, from
which there is no exit but revolution.
The intense penetration of imperi-
alist capital which shaped the coun-
try’s development in the past

decades threw Peru’s economy into

a deep pit: economic stagnation and
inflation that began in the mid-1980s
and have yet to show any signs of
improvement. The government is
stumbling under the weight of a $22
billion debt owed to the U.S. and
other rich countries — loans which
for the most part went to finance fur-
ther enslavement of the economy to
imperialism. This debt is about
equal to the country’s entire produc-
tion for one year. It is also more than
twice the estimated cost to the gov-
ernment of carrying out its reac-
tionary war for the last decade. As
expensive as the counter-revolution-
ary war has been, economic sub-
servience to imperialism is even
more expensive. These debts must
be paid because under the present
system Peru cannot survive unless it
gets new loans. One Peruvian presi-
dent after another, including the

~newly elected Fujimori, has tried to

deal with this problem by devaluat-
ing Peru’s currency in order to boost
exports while restricting imports and
enforcing “shock” measures to cut
living standards.
Fujimori had stood for election on
a platform opposed to the deval-
uations and “shock” cutbacks pro-
posed by the odds-on favorite in that
‘campaign, Mario Vargas Llosa. But
within days of taking office he tumed
around and implemented the sort of
measures he had just denounced. This
was no surprise to the kind of people
who read the foreign financial pages,
which reported Fujimori’s private
meeting with the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), banks and
Peru’s other creditors in New York,
- where. he to reverse the stand
that had got him elected. But it was a
cruel deception to many of his middle
class supporters, who took to the
streets alongside Lima’s poor in sev-
eral days of outraged protests.
The term “hyper-inflation” fails to
capture the catastrophe: Peru’s cur-
rency has been devalued by a mil-

lion percent since the mid-1980s.
This devastated the lives of working
people. Real ‘wages fell by half dur-
ing that period. But such inflation
also provokes serious problems for
investment and business overall,
adding to the growing climate of
desgobiemo (‘“‘ungovernment”, as in
“undo”). In an attempt to deal this
inflation a death blow, Fujimori
slashed the dollar value of Peru’s
currency (the inti), and removed
price ceilings and government subsi-
dies on basic necessities. Since Peru
depends on imports (even of oil,
though it is a medium-ranking oil
producing country), prices rose by
an average of 600% within a few
days. These price hikes were con-
centrated where they hurt the masses
most: with the new petrol prices bus
fares jumped so high that some peo-
ple could no longer afford to go to
work. Kerosene, the basic cooking
fuel, became prohibitively expen-
sive, as did medicines, and bread,
noodles and everything else made
with wheat. Though the minimum

wage (the maximum wage for the

majority) was raised from the equiv-
alent of $12 U.S. dollars a month to

$55, to eat three meals a day and’

live in a house the average family of
five would need five times that
much, according to government fig-
ures, and eight times that much
according to private economists. In
Lima’s shantytowns, home to half
the city’s population, to live on one
bowl of potato soup a day is now
considered normal.

Fujimori hoped to repeat the expe-
rience in Argentina, Bolivia and
Brazil, where such drastic “shock”
measures dampened inflation, at least
for a short time. But inflation is not
the underlying problem. Peru’s econ-
omy has been stagnant since the
beginning of the 1980s. President
Garcia was able to inject a brief spurt
of growth during the mid-1980s at
the cost of turning galloping inflation
into runaway inflation. Fujimori’s
recent measures to lay open the coun-
try even more nakedly to imperialist
investment could, at most, only work
to pull up those areas of the economy
where such investment is.concentrat-
ed, and even that presupposes that

. there would be massive investment,

when this is not the case presently

anywhere in Latin America. :
Five hundred years ago, before the

Spanish invaders, people ate consid-

erably better in Peru than they do
now. (Average caloric consumption
was’ over the minimum needed to
maintain health, while now it is con-
siderably lower.) The deterioration in
the last decade has been rapid. Over a
third of the country’s 23 million peo-
ple are said to suffer malnutrition;
over half of all children have been
irreversibly affected. Statistics such
as the declining average life span and
the recent leap in infant mortality do
not fully reveal the depths to which
living standards are falling, because
antibiotics and other medicines today
save many people from epidemics
that formerly wc;pld have decimated
a hunger-weakened population.

Yet the spectre of epidemic is once
again rising, to an extent not previ-
ously seen in modern times.
Hepatitis and other diseases have
seeped through Lima’s now thor-
oughly-befouled water supply for
the past several years.

In some shantytowns, mothers
have to decide whether to buy water
from a cistern lorry or bread. Yet
even the the most painful of moth-
ers’ efforts have failed to protect the
children. The cholera outbreak of
1991 may have shocked people
around the world, but it was certain-
ly a disaster foretold, an IMF-
ordered disaster. To comply with the ..
IMF’s instructions to slash public
spending and channel the money to
foreign banks, the government cut
funding for Lima’s sewage-treat-
ment plants; raw sewage pumped
into the ocean-soon smeared the
city’s beaches. Cholera was the
inevitable result.

Without imported wheat, modern
Peru — especially coastal Peru —
starves. Formerly, the country lived
on domestically- produced corn,
potatoes, barley, wheat, mutton, pork
and beef, despite the semi-feudal
relations that kept all but a fraction
of potentially arable land from being
planted. Yet the pressure of food
imports and the chase after maxi-
mum profits dictated by foreign
investment has ruined agriculture,
especially over the course of the last
two decades. Agricultural produc-
tion. fell by a third between 1970 and
1986. Only one out of three peasants
capable of working full-time is actu-
ally able to do so. A third of the for-
metly cultivated land was unseeded
in 1989, particularly in the Andes,
where credit for seed was unavailable
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. their base from which to assault the

countryside were.met with sabotage

.and Party-slogans painted in red

everywhere. One night, agitators
joined the crowd leaving a cinema,
leading them in a march which grew
in strength when it passed through
the central plaza. While PGA units
blacked out the city and trapped the
repressive forces in their lairs with
dynamite and rifle fire, the plaza
filled with people chanting, “Long
Live the PCP! Long Live Chairman
Gonzalo! Don’t Vote, Long Live the
People’s War”, As the PCP says, this
was truly an example of how to use
elections for revolutionary purposes.

The government was. to show just
how much it needs elections to legit-
imise its system of repression, by
unleashing the repression on which
this system rests. On election day
itself the Armed Forces brought in
reinforcements from other areas and
went house to house in Huancave-
lica to enforce obligatory voting.
Nevertheless, only 40% voted. In the
outlying districts and villages the
Armed Forces could not occupy,
there was no voting and people put
up barricades to block roads leading
in and out of the city. :

Even on the outskirts of Lima, the '

government found it impossible to
carry out elections in Huaycan, a
shantytown along the Carretera
Central on the eastern edge of the
capital. O

Voting is mandatory. Not voting 15
punishable by a large fine; more

importantly, a voter registration .

book is the national identity docu-
ment. Those who do not have a
stamp to prove that they voted face
serious problems in applying for a
job, school or anything else. Just
before the April 1990 elections the
armed forces warned that soldiers
would examine the voter books of
all travellers stopped at military
checkpoints. The government mobil-
ised all its repressive apparatus and
all possible social support to hold
the April presidential elections.
Because of the lack of a majority by
any candidate in the first round, they
had to hold a second round in June.
The percentage of absentees and
blank or spoiled ballots in the No-
vember 1989 municipal elections
totalled about 65%, according to the
London Independent. As for April
1990, according to official figures,
the national average of those regis-

v
tered who didn’t vote was 21.2%,
compared to 10% for the last presi-
dential elections, in 1985, and 19%
in 1980. The abstention rate rises t0
27% if both registered and eligible

- but un-registered voters are counted.

Of the ballots cast, 15.3% were
blank or spoiled, compared to 14%
in 1985 and 21% in 1980. Absentee-
ism and blank or spoiled ballots
totalled over 50% in the ten depart-
ments of the country where the vast
majority of the country’s population
outside of the capital is located
(Ancash, Apurimac, Ayacucho,
Cajamarca, Huancavelica, Huanuco,
Junin, Pasco, Puno, San Martin),
reaching 89.3% in Ayacucho and
80% in Huanuco (which includes the
Upper Huallaga). In Lima, 12.9%
didn’t vote, and 8.7% of the ballots
cast were blank or spoiled.

No regime ever fell because of
lack of votes. As the PCP says, the
task is to “merge the people’s war led
by the Party: with this torrent made up
of millions who don’t register, who
don’t vote or who cast blank or
spoiled ballots, this torrent the Party
is helping to organise as part of the
armed sea of the masses who will
inevitably sweep away the old order
of exploitation and oppression”.

- Given the disarray in the ruling
classes, the discrediting of their poli-
ticians and the system of govern-
ment itself, the PCP has analysed
that a military coup d’etat is a real
possibility. The Party’s policy
towards such a coup is to oppose it,
because its main purpose would be
to- unleash an even more unre-
strained bloodbath in the cities as
well as the countryside. But whether
under an “elected” or a military gov-
emment, for the vast majority of the
people, especially the basic masses,
the people’s war is the only way out.

VI. Yankee Go Home! Victory to
the People’s War in Peru! -

As a result of the advances of the
people’s war and the deepening cri-
sis undermining the regime’s ability
to combat it, the United States is
making serious preparations for
more direct military intervention.

_ This threat is moré than an idea.
Pieces are being moved into place.

The U.S. began sending equip-

‘ment; “civilian” helicopter pilots and

:mechanics under contract to the U.S.

State Department and “Drug En-

forcement Administration” ‘military
advisers in mid-1989. ‘At the same
time, General Maxwell Thurman,
head of the U.S. invasion of Panama
and chief of the U.S. Panama-based
Southern Command in charge of
U.S. military operations in South
America, began drawing up plans
for different military contingencies
in Peru and the neighbouring coun-
‘tries. The CIA and other U.S. gov-
emment services are using spy satel-
lites to create detailed maps of the
Upper Huallaga Valley and other
parts of Peru. Such maps, previously
non-existent, are necessary for plan-
ning and carrying out a‘stepped-up
counter-régvolutionary war and
would be a precondition for an inva-
sion. The U.S. is also planning to
instal! hi-tech communications sys-
tems in Peru and Bolivia. ‘

After decades in which the U.S.
had virtually no official military
relations with Peru, in 1990 it came
up with an offered $36 miillion mili-
tary aid pact. Fujimori, adopting a
temporary nationalist pose amidst
grave opposition to his economic
policies, at first rejected it. The U.S.
responded by increasing its offer'to
$110 million, including $39 million
in direct military aid. Fujimori then
turned around and presented the
U.S. offer as his own proposal.

This package would bring U.S.
“aid” to Peru to about the same level
as El Salvador. While not an enor-
mous amount in terms of U.S.
spending, it would represent a big
foot in the door. According to the
Neéw York Times, the pact provides
for Green Berets (U.S.-counter-
‘insurgency Special Forces) to train
and equip six Peruvian battalions
into an elite force of 5500 men, to
furnish river patrol boats and train
their crews, and to refurbish and
maintain 20 ground-attack jets. Even
without a formal agreement between
‘the governments or U.S. Congres-
‘gional approval, Bush has used his
legal powers to directly transfer mil-
itary equipment from U.S. stocks to
.the Peruvian government. - ’

All these measures resemble U.S.
wefforts in the early days of the
‘Vietnam war. This will certainly
‘imean an immediate éscalation of the
-airborne machine gun and napalm
‘attacks that have already rained down
-on several villages and shantytowns.

' The new U.S. ambassador to Peru,
Anthony Quainton, is part of this













































- Marxism-Leninism-Maoism

Maoism — A-New Stage in the Development of the
Proletariat’s Science of Revolution

By the Organisation of Revolutionary Communists of Afghanistan

The following are excerpts from the
founding document of the
Organisation of Revolutionary
Communists of Afghanistan (ORCA),
a participant in the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement (RIM)
formed through the recent merger of
the Revolutionary Cell of Afghan
Communists and the Union of Marxist-
Leninists of Afghanistan (Mao Tsetung
Thought). —AWIW

The international proletariat’s science
of revolution has been applied,
strengthened and further developed
during one and a half centuries of
class struggle since the publication of
the Communist Manifesto. Marx dis-
covered this science and established
its basic foundations. Lenin raised it
to a new level, and then Mao devel-
oped it to a still higher level. Thus the
science of revolution of the intema-
tional proletariat has advanced and
become more developed through
three qualitative stages: 1) Marxism,
2) Leninism, and 3) Maoism.

In today’s situation it is vital to
stress Mao Tsetung’s contributions to
this science and his-qualitative devel-
opment of it. This emphasis separates
the ranks of proletarian revolutionar-
ies from those of various revisionists
who have betrayed proletarian revo-
lution and revised the basic founda-
tions of the science of revolution of
the international proletariat. As the
Declaration of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement states:

“Upholding Mao Tsetung’s qualita-
tive development of the science of
Marxism-Leninism represents a par-
ticularly important and pressing ques-
tion in the international movement
and among the class conscious work-
ers and other revolutionary-minded
people in the world today. The princi-
ple involved is nothing less than
whether or not to uphold and build
upon the decisive contributions to the
proletarian revolution and the science
of Marxism-Leninism made by Mao
Psetung. It is therefore nothing less
than a question of whether or not to

uphold Marxism-Leninism itself...

“...We affirm that Mao Tsetung
Thought is a new stage in the devel-
opment of Marxism-Leninism.
Without upholding and building on
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought it is not possible to defeat
revisionism, imperialism and reaction
in general.”

Advent of Maoism

Maoism was born in the midst of
sharp class struggle. After eight years
of revolutionary war against the
Kuomintang, Mao Tsetung was cho-
sen as the leader of the Communist
Party of China by the Tsunyi confer-
ence. This meant the victory of Mao
Tsetung’s line, after years of struggle
against “left” and right lines that had
dealt fatal blows to the Chinese revo-
lution in the preceding years. Ten
years after this meeting, the Seventh
Congress of the CPC, held in 1945
following the epic Long March and
the war of resistance against Japanese
imperialism, emphasised that: “The
Chinese Communist Party is guided
by Marxism-Leninism and the
Thought of Mao Tsetung.”

Even though at the Eighth Congress
of the CPC the phrase “Mao Tsetung
Thought” was eliminated, the struggle

continued. In the 1950s, after the vic--

tory of the Chinese revolution, Mao’s
ideas began to gain influence in other
countries, and in China itself the appli-
cation of these ideas was displayed in
the stormy mass struggles of the Great
Leap Forward and the building of the
people’s communes. The ‘struggle
against Khrushchevite revisionism
gave a new dimension to Mao Tsetung
Thought and expanded its influence
on a world scale. But it was with the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
(GPCR) that Mao Tsetung Thought
emerged as & new level in the devel-
opment of Marxism-Leninism-and
Chairman Mao was established as the
leader of the world revolution, On this
basis, summing up the GPCR, the
Ninth Congress of the CPC in 1969

declared, “The CPC is guided by
Marxisrp’-Leninism-Mao Tsetung

Many of the world’s communist
parties and organisations that had
arisen against Khrushchevite revi-
sionism and Soviet social-imperial-
ism adhered to Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought. In 1973, the
Tenth Congress of the CPC threw
away the Lin Biao-ist reference to the
“era of the total collapse of imperial-
ism” and let the science of proletarian
revolution shine brighter.

The setback of the revolution in
China and the usurpation of power by
the Chinese revisionists was the
beginning of new attacks on Mao
Tsetung’s contributions which were
to cause serious confusion in the
ranks of the international communist
movement. But the line struggle
around Marxism-Leninism-Maoism

_continued on a world scale. This
struggle was e in the autumn
of 1980 with the First International
Conference of Marxist-Leninist
Parties and Organisations and its

~Communique and took on interna-
tional prominence with the second
conference of Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought (Maoist)
parties and organisations that led to
the formation of the Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement.

The RIM Declaration considers
“Mao Tsetung Thought” a develop-
ment of Marxism-Leninism, saying,
“we emphasise that Mao Tsetung
Thought is a new stage in the develop-
ment of Marxism-Leninism....” It
points out that the most important
principle of Mao Tsetung Thought, the
“theory of the continuation of the rev-
olution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat”, is the line of demarcation
between Marxism and revisionism:
«..Only he is a Marxist who extends
the recognition of class struggle to the
recognition of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and to the recognition of
the objective existence of classes,
antagonistic class contradictions and
of the continuation of the class strug-
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gle under the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat throughout the whole period of
socialism until communism.” ~*
The term “Maoism” was-first used
by the Communist Party of Peru. The
PCP have used this expression in
numerous documents which have also
been published by RIM since its for-
mation. It was also adopted at the
eighth plenary session of the second
Central Committee of the Revo-
lutionary Communist Party, USA in
1988. The term Maoism has not yet
been established among the forces of
RIM, who still refer to Marxism-
Leninism-Mzao Tsetung Thought.
Maoism correctly shows that Mao’s
contributions are as precious as and on
the same level as those of Marx and
Lenin; it clears up any incorrect under-
standing or underestimation regarding
Mao’s contributions and thus indicates
more clearly than the term “Mao

Tsetung Thought” the third stage in -

the development of the proletariat’s
science of revolution. So we consider
it correct to use Maoism rather than
Mao Tsfet_ung Thought. Maoism, in
our opinion, will sooner or later
become generalised among the partici-
pants and supporters of RIM, replac-
ing Mao Tsetung Thought.

Contributions of Mao Tsetung
to the Development of
Marxism-Leninism

As we. know, Marxism consists of
three component parts: philosophy,
political economy and scientific

The qualitative development of
Qwseﬂueepmlesultsin the qualita-
tive development of Marxism as a
whole to a higher level. Mao’s contri-
butions have meant qualitative leaps
in all three parts of Marxism, raising
this science to a higher level than
Marx and Lenin, We will take up this
question in three sections.

Philosophy

1) Mao Tsetung indicated that the
law of contradiction is the fundamen-
tal law of dialectics in nature, society
and human knowledge, and he devel-
oped the understanding that this is the
essence of dialectical materialism. He
deeply analysed the law of contradic-
tion and in that light explained the
meaning of the principal contradic-
tion as the leading contradiction in
any particular stage of development
of a process, separating it from the
fundamental contradiction which is

the basis for the Existence of a pro-
cess from beginnjng to end.

2) He masterfully applied dialecti-
cal materialism in politics, using the
law of contradiction to analyse events
and political struggle.

3) Mao Tsetung developed and
deepened the dialectical materialist
theory of knowledge by deeply
studying the two leaps: from practice
to theory and then from theory back
to practice, emphasising practice as
the main aspect. _

4) Mao Tsetung succeeded in tak-
ing philosophy to the masses. In
doing so, he pulled philosophy out of
books and libraries, snatched it away
from the monopoly of philosophers,
and turned it into an active material
force. o

5) Dialectically analyzing the rela-
tion between the base and the super-
structure, he countered the metaphys-
ical, one-sided conception of the rela-
tion between base and superstructure,
waged struggle against economist
interpretations of Marxism and coun-
tered the revisionist theory of the
development of the productive
forces. He said that while the base
affects the superstructure and deter-
mines its nature, and this is the prin-
cipal aspect, the superstructure also
affects the base and at times deter-
mines its character. On this basis, he
developed Lenin’s view that “politics
is the concentrated expression of eco-
nomics” and emphasised that revolu-
tionary politics must dominate all
fields. Thus Mzo Tsetung gave revo-
lutionary consciousness its proper
place in regard to the revolutionary
transformation of the world and
developed Lenin’s slogan, “without a
revolutionary theory there can be no
revolutionary movement.”

Political Economy

1) Mao Tsetung further developed
the political economy of socialism.
He developed and implemented the
economic policy of socialist con-
struction in China through criticising
some aspects of Soviet economic pol-
icy in socialist construction. The cen-
tral point in this is arousing the initia-
tive of the masses based on a correct
line and promoting production
through popularising economic poli-

cies and not through bureaucratic’

commands. In this context he settled
the relation between revolution and
economic development and formulat-
ed the famous slogan, “grasp revolu-
tion, promote production”.

2) His three basic points with
regard to the economic policies of
New Democracy are:

a) Uprooting feudalism on the basis
of applying the policy of “land to the
tiller”. '

b) Expropriating all foreign and
domestic economic institutions that
are “monopoly in nature” or whose
scope is beyond private management.

¢) Leading, controlling and limiting
private capital so that “it would not
be able to take control over the liveli-
hood of the people.”

This economic policy was imple-
mented during the long process of the
New Democratic revolution in China
from the establishment of the first
revolutionary base area (1927) until
the socialist revolution and prepared
the ground for socialist construction
in China.

3) Mao Tsetung pointed to bureau-
crat capitalism as a form of capital-
ism created by imperialism in the
oppressed countries as a lever of
domination. This question is of vital
importance. The bureaucrat bour-
geoisic must be reckoned with and
expropriated; otherwise it will be
impossible to overthrow imperialism
in the dominated countries. Also, its
expropriation is a vital necessity in
laying the foundations for socialist
construction.

Scientific Socialism 7

1) New Democratic revolution —
in this era, revolution in the dominat-
ed countries is one of the two compo-
nents of the world proletarian revolu-
tion, along with revolution in the
imperialist countries. As opposed to
the imperialist countries, revolution
in the dominated countries does not
have an immediately socialist charac-
ter, but rather a national-democratic
character which under proletarian
leadership takes a socialist orienta-
tion. Mao Tsetung charted the strate-
gy of New Democratic revolution in
the process of the revolutionary
struggle in Cliina and established the
path of revolution in the dominated
countries by léading the Chinese rev-
olution to victory. New Democratic
revolution is based on the communist
party providing leadership for the
anti-imperialist and anti-feudal strug-
gles of the popular classes through
the national unjted front in the course
of protracted people’s war. :

2) Mao led she protracted armed
struggle of thé CPC to victory and
even more importantly for the first



time provided the international prole-
tariat with a fully developed military
line. Mao’s theory of people’s war is
not merely a military strategy; it is
the expression of proletarian revolu-
tionary violence iin class struggle to
lead the revolution to victory.
“Political power grows-out of the bar-
rel of a gun” is its concentrated
expression.

3) He developed further the theory
of classes and class struggle in differ-
ent economic, political and ideologi-
cal aspects and advanced the theory
of the continuation of the class strug-
gle in the whole period of socialist
construction until communism,
Summing up the bitter experience of
the restoration of capitalism in the
Soviet Union, he noted that the strug-
gle between the proletariat and bour-
geoisie under socialism is very com-
plex and protracted. He formulated
the method to struggle against capi-
talist restoration in socialist society
- and led the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China. Thus by devel-
oping the theory of the “continuation
of -the revolution under the dictator-
ship of proletariat”, he made an enor-
mous contribution to the international
proletariat’s science of revolution and
raised the Marxist theory of classes
and class struggle, which is the
essence of scientific socialism, to a
completely new and higher level.

"Now once again we note the
Declaration’s emphasis. “Lenin said:
‘Only he is a Marxist who extends
the recognition of class struggle to
the recognition of the dictatorship of
the proletariat. ’ In the light of
invaluable lessons and advances
achieved through the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution led
'by Mao Teetung, this criterion put
forward by Lenin has further sharp-
ened. Now it can be stated that only
he is a Marxist who extends the
recognition of class struggle to the
recognition of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and to the recognition of
the objective existence of classes,
antagonistic class contradictions and
of the continuation of the class strug-
gle under the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat throughout the whole period
of socialism until communism, And
as Mao so powerfully stated, ‘Lack
of clarity on this question will lead to
revisionism." ”

The Three Component Parts of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism

Considering Mao Tsetung’s great
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contributions to the science of revolu-
tion of the international proletariat
and his qualitative development of
this science after Marx and Lenin, we
enumerate the fundamentals of the
science of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism in its three component parts
of philosophy, political economy and
scientific socialism.

Philosophy

The philosophy of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism is dialectical
materialism. It explains the basic
truth that the whole of reality and
existence is made up of matter in
motion, in different forms. All
knowledge springs from it and is
dependent on it. All the different
forms of matter in motion exist only
in the form of a unity of opposites.
The law of contradiction, that is, the
law of the unity and struggle of oppo-
sites, is the fundamental law of the
development of nature, society and
thought. Unity or identity is tempo-
rary and relative in all phenomena,
whereas the struggle of mutually
exclusive opposites is permanent and
absolute and this is the cause for
leaps and the emergence of new qual-
ities and phenomena. Belief in per-
manent equilibrium, permanent order
or the eternal or divine is incorrect
and reactionary.

Dialectical materialism considers
practice to be the source and final cri-
terion of truth and relies on revolu-
tionary practice more than anything
else. On this basis, dialectical materi-
alism is a philosophy in the service of
the revolutionary transformation of
the world.

Historical materialism is the appli-

‘cation of dialectical materialism to

human society and its development.
It emphasises the fundamental role of
two things:

1) Production and the fundamental
contradiction between the productive
forces and the relations of production.

2) The interrelation between pro-
duction and the political and ideolog-
ical superstructure of society. The
coming into being of social life was
accompanied by the social production
process and its survival depends on it.
But the productive forces can only
exist and develop when people enter
into certain relations of production.
The contradiction between the pro-
ductive forces and the relations of
production will become openly
antagonistic at a certain stage of the
development of the productive

forces. The need to develop the pro-
ductive forces makes it necessary for
there to be radical and revolutionary
change in society and for new rela-
tions of production to replace the old
ones. This radical and revolutionary
change starts in the political and ide-
ological superstructure and is concen-
trated around the class strgggle for

. political power. If the material condi-

tions are not ripe, ideology and poli-
tics cannot create revolution, but as
they ripen, the superstructure (ideolo-
gy and politics) becomes the decisive
battleground of different classes and
political forces and a qualitative
change in the superstructure becomes
the principal requirement for the
development of society.

Political Economy

The theory of surplus value is the
central point of Marxist-Leninist-
Maoist political economy in
analysing the economy of capitalism.
The source and reason for the exis-
tence and growth of capital is the pro-
duction of surplus value which
through the market mechanism mate-
rialises as profit. In the capitalist
mode of production, profit is both the
initiator and final goal of production,
and it is accumulated through the
appropriation of the surplus value
created by the collective labour of the
warkers. So capitalism is a mode of
production whose characteristic is the
transformation of human labour into
a commodity.

The contradiction between
socialised production and private
appropriation is the fundamental con-
tradiction of capitalism and it carries
in its womb the anafthy of produc-
tion antl gives rise to numerous capi-
talist crises. In the process of the con-
tinuous expansion and development
of capital which is: accompanied by
the impoverishment of the workers,
collision occurs between different
capitals. This gives rise to rivalry
between the different capitalists and
finally results in m%x}opoly. ’Il‘lhe
growth and expansion of menopolies
in different dimensions compels them
to overflow national boundaries, and
the export of capital begins. All this
gives rise to imperialism and its spe-
cific character: it plunders the
oppressed peoples and nations as
well as exploiting the workers of its
own country. In the era of imperial-
ism, the contradiction between
socialised production and private
appropriation takes on global dimen-
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sions. The contradiction between
imperialism and the oppressed-peo-
ples emerges and the rivalry among
different capitalist powers rises to the
level of a contradiction on a world
scale. Along with this, the contradic-
tion between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie is heightened daily. .
Socialist revolution, by expropriat-
ing capitalism, takes an important
qualitative step towards solving the
fundamental contradiction of capital-
ism. But this is not enough. The new
socialist state, as the representative of
society, expropriates the means of
production, but this is not yet a real
and thorough socialisation of the
means of production. Socialist revo-
lution, to lead to communism, must
turn this partial and formal socialisa-
tion of the means of production into a
thorough and real one. This is a ques-
tion of basic orientation and decides
the real nature of society. o
Moreover, there are some points of
fundamental importance for the eco-
nomic construction of socialism that
must be taken into account in relation
to the complete resolution of the fun-

- damental contradiction: controlling

and restricting the function of the law
of value and restricting bourgeois
right, overthrowing profit from its
commanding position in production,
and continuous struggle to resolve the
contradiction between mental and
manual labour, between city and
countryside, and betweén worker and
peasant. In socialist production,
human labour and the means of pro-
duction are not considered commodi-
ties. But a socialist economy is an
economy in transition from. capitalism
to communism and is qualitatively
different from a communist economy.

Scientific Socialism

Scientific socialism consists basi-
cally of the theory of classes and
class struggle; that class struggle
leads to the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat; the continuation of revolution
under the dictatorship. of the prole-
tariat; and that states and parties are
generated from classes and will with-
er away with their disappearance.

From the emergence of classes and
class- society until the advent of the
era of imperialism and proletarian
revolution all révolutions have
replaced one exploiting class by
another and one exploiting system by
another (in this context the Paris
Commune is an exception). The capi-
talist system, which is the last

exploitative system, has laid the mate-
rial foundations for building a society
free from exploitation and has given
birth to the only class in whose inter-
est it is to build such a society, the
proletariat. The fundamental contra-
diction of capitalist society will be
resolved through proletarian revolu-
tion, the establishment of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, the construc-
tion of socialism and leading revolu-
tion towards communism under the
dictatorship of the proletariat and
finally reaching communism.

The imperialist stage of the capital-
ist system is a world system, and the
proletariat is a worldwide class. Thus
the revolutionary proletarian move-
ment is by nature an international
movement and proletarian internation-
alism is its foundation. The proletariat
should lead its struggle on a world
level and, while carrying out struggle
in a particular country, emphasise that
the international arena is the most
decisive in deciding the outcome of
the struggle, and the general intezest of
the world proletariat is the most
important in carrying out the struggle.

The world today is divided into the
imperialist countries and the coun-
tries dominated by imperialism. The
world proletarian revolution is car-
ried forward by the proletariat, the
oppressed and the people in both
types of countries. The revolutions in
these two types of countries are dif-
ferent. Revolution in the imperialist
countries has an immediately social-
ist character. The October Revolution
is a victorious example of political
struggle carried out to prepare insur-
rection in the cities and then general
civil war. Revolution in the oppressed
countries, however, does not have an
immediate socialist character, but is a
New Democratic revolution under the
leadership of the proletariat which
prepares the ground for socialist rev-
olution by overthrowing imperialism,
feudalism, and bureaucrat and com-
prador capitalism. The Chinese revo-
lution is a victorious example of this
kind of revolution. On the basis of
the strategy of protracted people’s
war, by relying on rural base areas
and surrounding the cities, the revo-
lution gathers enough forces to cap-
ture the cities and establish country-
wide revolutionary political power.
Even though revolution in different
countries will take different forms
according to the particularities of
each situation, in general all revolu-
tions belong to one or the other of
these paths. The general principle for

both paths is the use of revolutionary
violence and armed struggle as the
highest form of political struggle to
seize power.

The proletarian revolution does not
end with the establishment of the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat. The revo-
lution must continue under the dicta-
torship of the proletariat during the
whole period of socialism until com-
munism. The Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution in China under
the leadership of Mao Tsetung repre-
sents the most advanced achievement
of the international proletariat in the
revolutionary march to communism.
This revolution has shown how and
by what means the masses ‘can be
mobilised and relied/on to prevent
capitalist restoration in socialist soci-
ety and advance to communism. The
central point in this achievement was
paying attention to the nature of the
revolutionary proletarian party after
the seizure of political power. The
revolutionary proletarian party, as the
vanguard of the proletariat, leads the
revolution and the struggle to achieve
communism. But when the party
takes over the leadership of the
socialist state, contradictions between
the party and the people crystallise
the contradictions of the transitional,
socialist society. The party should
lead the march towards world revolu-
tion and the final resolution of the
fundamental contradiction of capital-
ism. Those in the party, especially
those in positions of leadership who
don’t want to move in this direction
and ultimately try to restore capital-
ism, are the headquarters of the bour-
geoisie inside the party and state and
become the targets of the revolution.
Such headquarters arise continuously.
In struggling against them, the party
must rely on the masses to overthrow
them, continuously advance the pro-
cess of increasingly revolutionising
the party at all levels, and lead the
steady march towards communism.
This does not at all mean that one
country on its own can complete this
struggle and reach the stage of com-
munism. The victory of communism
cannot be achieved without the victo-
ry of the proletariat over the bour-
geoisie in the international struggle.

o it should be emphasised that the
continuation of the revolution under
the dictatarship of the proletariat is
not limited: to the continuation of the

revolution .in one country but takes -

place on a world level. O
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