
[Articles from Vanguard, January 1984]

CHOGM - A COLONIAL RELIC
Commonwealth Secretary-General, Sridath Ramphal, described the Commonwealth meet as "a lantern in the darkness".. True, it is; but without a light. Forty two Heads of Government, with a battery of 600 advisers spent over one week wasting their time, to pass resolutions on international events which were vague, non-committal and without any direction whatsoever. As it is, the resolutions passed and communiqués issued do not commit any of the governments to act on them. Such resolutions, in themselves are very often ineffective and inconsequential; but when they also lack direction, are abstract and vague they become totally pointless. In fact the very procedure of the CHOGM (Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting) discussions, where each member expresses his views and the Chairman (or "Chairperson") merely sums up the views in a resolution, reflects the impotence of this body. It is not surprising then that the 59-page communiqué of the latest summit brought out the lowest common agreement (so called consensus), which was couched in vague platitudes and generalities to please all. It was a meet with no political impact whatsoever but at great cost to the Indian people.
The Communiqué
The impotence of this body is apparent from the fact that they were unable to condemn, even in a resolution form, the US. aggression of a fellow Commonwealth country, Grenada, This pathetic summit could merely express 'deep disquiet over the recent events in Grenada" but cleverly refrains from condemning the Americans for their invasion. Nor is there any clear-cut call for immediate withdrawal of their troops from the island In the course of the Grenada debate, while Indira Gandhi was posing as the champion of 'freedom' and peace, the Caribbean countries equated their invasion of Grenada to Indira's invasion of Bangladesh in 1971, which threw Indira Gandhi into a wild rage. Anyhow, her hypocrisy stood exposed before all.
In fact all resolutions avoided concreteness and ended as meaningless pleasantries. It opposed apartheid in South Africa but did not seek to condemn the racism of Commonwealth members themselves like Britain, Canada, and Australia and their racist support to South African White rule. It talked about 'freedom' of Namibia but not a word against the ruthless aggression of one Commonwealth country Britain, on another associate member, the Falkland Islands. The rulers of. The Third: World countries attending the summit did not have the guts to even put this item on the agenda of the meeting. On west Asia, all it could express was its "deep concern and anxiety" at the situation there and hoped for a “just and lasting settlement". There was no mention of the superpower meddling in the area and no clear-cut condemnation of the aggression forces. Also on Afghanistan and Kampuchea all it could voice was its “grave concern'' on the situation there, without a word of condemnation of the Soviet and Vietnamese occupation of the respective countries. On superpower rivalry all they could wish for in the Goa communiqué was a "genuine and constructive political dialogue” between the USA and USSR "to create a proper climate for talks on disarmament, to save the world from a nuclear holocaust''. Brave sounding statement, but totally hollow as the maximum nuclear build-up has taken place during the SALT (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) talks; besides, one of the member countries at this summit, Britain, is itself fervently installing the latest and most deadly US nuclear missiles on its territory. The communiqué could not even so much as condemn the nuclear build-up, but merely called upon the superpowers to talk. Even the economic resolution lacked the direction of the, |JNAM summit and only on the question of the UDI (Unilateral Declaration of by the Turkish Cypriots did come out in clear condemnation and this, only because both the Superpowers had already contemned it.
In fact, nowhere in the 59-page statement did it come any where near to & condemnation bf imperialism and particularly the two superpowers. Yet it is precisely imperialism and in particular the two superpowers, which are at the root cause of the international crisis whether it is economic or military!  But then this is nor surprising as the Commonwealth is a heterogeneous body comprising imperialist countries who are members of organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (O.E.C.D.) and countries of the Third World belonging to the Association of the South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), Organization of African Unity (OAU), NAM and the organization of American States. These countries, unlike other bodies like Group 77 (of backward Third World countries) have no common factor, except that they are all part of the capitalist imperialist world and are rabidly anti-communist. No wonder then, the communiqué from such a body had PO international political significance. Even reactionary 'Hindu9 newspaper was forced to comment that "the whole accent is on concluding them on a note of draftsmanship rather than statesmanship to create an illusion of shared commitment to some lofty purposes. The participants are more often content with superficialities of papering over differences, producing compromise formulations to gee over embarrassing situations and putting on a blank appearance of unity based on unanimity with no thrust behind many of their decisions”.
The Commonwealth

The Commonwealth is nothing but a pro-imperialist outfit set up originally to serve the interests of British imperialism throughout the world. The British Empire had formed into a Commonwealth of Nations. Its aim has basically been to facilitate "free" trade between its member countries to allow British imperialism to sustain as much of its former markets as possible. Besides, it is basically an avowed and — communist body. Though any charter does not define it, treaty or constitution, its present basis is the 1971 declaration, which states the fundamental principles on which the organization is founded. It says, 'We believe in the liberty of the individual, in equal rights of all citizens regardless of race, color, creed or political belief and in the inalienable right to participate, by means of free and democratic political process in framing the society in which they live. We therefore strive .to promote in each of out countries those representative institutions and guarantees for personal freedom under the law that are our common heritage". In other words they seek to promote "representative institutions" tied to the present international capitalist system, which is their "common heritage". This is directly aimed against communism.
Firstly, it is a fact that most of the countries of Commonwealth are dictatorships and do not allow for the bourgeois democratic institutions and "personal freedom" mentioned above. Yet they are tolerated so long as they are consistently anti-communist. Secondly, the White governments of Britain, Canada etc. are known to be blatantly racist. Yet each tolerates the other....'democracies’ the dictatorships and blacks the white.... as their one common goal is anti-communism. In the mid twentieth century, with the weakening of British rule over its world wide empire the British colonialists sought to create a new body which would be able to tie, as much as possible, the ex colonial countries to their British master. When former British colonies were given successive installments of self-government and later dominion status, in 1931, an association of these dominions and the UK took shape, and was called the British Commonwealth of Nations. The nations were: the UK, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and the Union of South Africa. The British monarch was the King of all these countries and he appointed Governor—Generals who were the nominal Heads of State. Thus the British monarch continued to hold position of head of each government. In the late 1940's, with the emergence of politically independent states the Commonwealth structure underwent a slight change, but to this day all members recognize Queen Elizabeth as Head of the Commonwealth. A few countries like South Amen (Aden), Burma, Ireland refused to recognize this colonial relic and opted out. While other slave-like governments, for example India stayed within the Commonwealth. Thousands had given their lives in the struggle for independence against British colonialism, yet the new Indian rulers true to their comprador class character, accepted as their head of the Commonwealth the chief symbol of colonial rule—the British Queen. The most important link among the Commonwealth countries was in the economic field - the imperial preference. The British had lost its Empire, but it had to maintain its markets in its old colonial countries through a system of preferential treatment given to the exchange of goods among the Commonwealth countries. So the Commonwealth was created to particularly serve British imperialist interests and the slavish Nehru joined it. Today, nearly four decades later his daughter spends roughly a hundred crore rupees of the Indian peoples money to lend further credibility to this dying colonial relic.
Congress Servility
The British Queen, who was on a   ten day state visit to India (which   coincided     with    the Commonwealth meet) was given a   reception    by   the     Indian government; the type of which she would not receive even in UK today.   The Congressmen apparently cannot forget their earlier masters easily.    Queen Elizabeth was given a gun-salute on arrival  (the only person to receive it during the   Commonwealth conference), extraordinary   treatment on her ten day stay    here    and    was   given a "royal" send off, at which not only was the President of India was present, but also   senior cabinet ministers, service chiefs of the forces and members of the diplomatic corps. As though this servility to the old masters was not enough, the arch racist, Margaret     Thatcher   (who   is preoccupied    with    butchering Indians in Britain), is asked to present the Bharatiya Jnanapith award—the first non-Indian to present the award since its inception in   1963.    This servility was     evident     from      Indira Gandhi's very inaugural speech itself   where   she   said     “We resolved    consciously    not   to sever   historical   links   but to transform   them    into   a   new relationship of friendship, conciliation   and   cooperation   for the good, not merely of our two countries, but in the larger context”.    An example of this d disgusting servility to the Queen was when she went to visit the BHEL factory in a convoy of 33 cars with motorcycle outriders and school children were made to wave the Union Jack (British flag) in order to welcome her.
Cost of Chogm:
Red and white wines were flown in from France, cheese from Holland, caviare from Iran and Russia, etc. in order to feed the delegates attending the CHOGM meet. It is estimated that the cost in New Delhi was to the tune of fifty crore rupees and the two-day holiday retreat at Goa cost another Rs 44 crore. So, a holiday of the VIP's cost the Indian people at the rate of Rs. 60 lakhs per hour. Such vast sums are spent to entertain a handful of imperialist chiefs and a number of comprador heads of backward states, when over two thirds of Indian people live below the poverty line, in hunger, starvation, hovering continuously between life and death. This same amount of money could feed ten lakh starving Indian families for one full year or bring electricity and water to thousands of Indian villages. Yet Indira Gandhi thought it better to spend the money on a useless and meaningless meeting. Besides this expenditure, crores were spent on entertaining the Queen and providing security to the delegates. The Vighyan Bhavan at Delhi had been transformed into a fortress with several barricades manned by gun totting Border Security Force (BSF), Commandos besides hundreds of plainclothes-men, making the heads of these 'free nations" appear as prisoners behind rings of barbed wire. Besides, 800 personnel of the crack command units of the BSF. Indo-Tibetan Border Police Force and the U. P. Provincial Armed Constabulary were deployed in Goa.
But this Rs. 100 crore is only a fraction of what Indira Gandhi and the government has wasted in international meets, summits and games, in the course of last one and a half years. Apart from the Asian Games, the non-aligned summit, and the Commonwealth conference, India has hosted in the last fifteen months at least a dozen major conferences. Resulting in a gigantic waste of resources.
Conclusion:
The Commonwealth is a crumbling pillar of British imperialism, which is itself today a weak, spent force, and tied to the apron strings of US imperialism. Today the Commonwealth serves little economic purpose to the British imperialist (specifically after they joined European Common Market, which now determines their trade relations) and is Chiefly of political value to serve the interests of Western imperialism, led by the US. But with contradictions between the superpowers having grown so acute, the Common wealth is unable to fulfill any useful purpose even for the Western imperialist powers. Ifs impotence was apparent at this latest summit when it was unable to attack even the Soviet imperialists, leave alone the Western powers, The CHOGM meet at Delhi and Goa failed to have any political significance whatsoever. It was no lantern in the darkness as Ramphal imagined, but if anything, it brought the extent of darkness enveloping the world capitalist-imperialist system to light.


Protest Against "Goa Retreat”
Sanghrash Natya Manch, a revolutionary cultural organization and a member of All India League for Revolutionary Culture (AILRC) and the Committee for Civil Liberties and Democratic Rights, Goa protested against the 43—crore criminal wastes of "Goa Retreat".
Sangharsh Natya Manch staged street plays in a number of towns depicting the true colors of the Commonwealth tamasha and exposing the imperialist exploitation in India and comprador bourgeoisie who mortgage the country.
The civil liberties group held meetings, seminars and distributed pamphlets, which protested against the callous indifference of the government towards the problems of the people, while the government is indulging in abuse of people's money against the interests of the people.

POLITICAL NOTES

MASSIVE INFLATION

Nineteen eighty-three has witnessed one of the worst inflationary pressures ever. For the eleven months ending 30 Nov. 19/83 the official index number of wholesale prices for all commodities had risen by 10.5 percent as against 2.9 percent in the same period last year.
The increase under different heads with the previous year's figures in brackets are: primary commodities 14.1% (2.5%), food articles 19.6% (3.5%), grains 9.2% (5.2%), pulses 22.5% (-7.8%), fruits and vegetables 39.5% (1.7%), milk and milk products 15.5% (2.4%.), spices 20.3% (—0.4%), sugar and gur 22.8% (-13.6%), edible oils 16% (6.2%) fibres 16.2% (-8.9%), and manufactured products 8.4% (2.3%). Of these, food has gone up on an average of 20.7 percent (3.4%) in the first eleven months of this year. The rise in retail prices will be well over this figure. Prices in 1933 are about sixty percent higher than in 1979. Also the all India consumer price index for industrial workers has never (except in 1973) risen so sharply as in the last year. At the end of October 1983 the consumer price index touched an all time high of 558. Besides, the rise in prices is all pervasive and the worse affected are essential goods of mass consumption.
Prices have risen not only where the supply position is tight (pulses) but also where the supply is extremely comfortable (sugar). Also, the traditional pattern of seasoned decline generally noticed from about the middle of September has been virtually absent Use year. Also items such as petrol-and kerosene whose international prices have drastically fallen, have also risen in India. Particularly kerosene, the poor man's fuel, has gone up enormously in the last year. So also, the government has raised the price of all transport by leaps and bounds. Yet it has sought to lower the prices of a number of luxury items by reducing the tax on them. So it is clear that it is not merely shortages that lead to inflation, but the very economic system and government policy itself that is the cause.
The cause for this inflation is many, but they can all be tied with the present socio-economic system. India, having a semi-feudal, semi-colonial structure and economy suffers the negative aspects of both capitalist (under domination of imperialism) and also the pre capitalist modes of production. Having taken the World Bank loan of Rs. 5,000 crores, the imperialist powers will see that the bulk of the funds are used to buy foreign goods and services and will force the government to cut all welfare and other measures to pay back this loan with interest. So the government raises the prices of all necessities, food, fuels, transport etc. Also the burden of the severe crisis in the imperialist countries is pushed onto the backs of the Third World, the people of which have to bear the brunt of the crisis. So today, the people of India must suffer the price rise, etc, because of the economic crisis in the imperialist countries. The government has resorted to liberalize import and export at the cost of indigenous production, and have taken the massive foreign loans to run up a foreign debt of Rs. 20,000 crore. The country is thereby virtually mortgaged to the imperialists and act according to their bidding.
The increasing heavy tax burden is weighing more and more heavily on the backs of the Indian people. Government wasteful and unproductive spending reached astronomical limits. It is the government machinery, is like a huge monster, which devours without producing anything. This coup led with deficit financing (where the government spends more than its income, by merely printing notes) is the single largest factor for inflation. The army, police bureaucracy, interest on loans, subsidies to the rich, corrupt use of public funds, arms purchases, Asiads and conferences etc. account roughly sixty to seventy percent of the budget expenditure. This entire expenditure is unproductive (as far as the people are concerned) and is used only to maintain the status quo by building stronger and stronger State machinery and by feeding the rich (interest, subsidy r corruption) in order to maintain them in power. It is this wasteful government expenditure that is the single largest factor for inflation.
Inflation cannot and will not be cured by savings, credit squeeze etc. as the bourgeois economists make us believe, As long as the Indian economy is semi-feudal, semi-colonial in character and dragged by the chariot wheel of imperialism, the economic crisis is bound to worsen and price rise will take on even more alarming proportions. The price of televisions (for government propaganda) may go down but that of rice wheat, vegetables, cooking oil, kerosene, transport etc. will severely go up even further, in the near future.
INDIA PREPARES FOR WAR

The Indian government is involved in a massive arms build-up, over the past three to four years. While expenditure on arms purchases had not risen much between 1972 and 1979, but in 1981 it was 8 percent higher than the 1979 figure. Besides, it no longer depends wholly on the Soviet Union whose arms are inferior and more costly. The Soviet Union has been particularly notorious for selling out-dated arms at high cost and demanding cash payment in foreign exchange.
The deal with Britain for the purchase and indigenous manufacture of Jaguar aircraft was India's first major arms pact with Western world in the post 1965 period. It was followed by Rs. 450 crore package deal in August last year, again with Britain, for the supply of twelve Sea-King 42—B helicopters armed with Sea Eagle anti-ship missiles. West Germany has agreed to both supply and help in the manufacture of submarines. And under a pact signed with France in June last year, India is to be equipped with forty Mirage 2000 three years from now. In early November 1983, Defense Minister R. Venkataraman, during a fortnight long visit to UK, France, Sudan and Austria, held talks for the purchase of more arms.
Why this frantic search for arms? Thousands of crore are put into arms in a period of economic crisis. When the government is continuously increasing the tax burden on the people in order 10 raise funds for this massive arms expenditure. Why? It can only be in preparation for a war: But now the Soviet arms merchants are weeping that the massive

arms purchases were not from them, and have responded by making generous offers for

arms. For the first time the Soviet imperialists have offered to supply more modern weaponry like the M1G-29 andMIG-31 (of course in Russia they are using MIG-37), T—80 tanks, missiles and warships, missile boats, transport aircraft, etc. This offer was made to Venkataraman during his visit to Moscow in June last year, and has the attraction of relatively low prices, deferred payments and payments in Indian goods rather than foreign currency. The government will, in all probability, turn back to the Soviet Union for arms.
After all, she is still bound by the humiliating Indo—Soviet Treaty.

Treaty.


CYPRUS:  TORN INTO TWO

In mid—November, Turkish Cypriots in north Cyprus, under the leadership of Rauf Denk-tash, declared themselves independent. The unilateral declaration of independence (UDI) of Turkish Cypriots in North Cyprus merely gave legal legitimacy to the Turkish occupation of Northern Cyprus, which has continued for the last decade. The North Cyprus Federation came into being after Turkey invaded and occupied Northern Cyprus in 1974. About two lakh Greek Cypriots had to flee their homes in the north and take shelter in the south. Turkey has maintained a sizable military presence in the north since then. The north has a population of 1,20,000; Mostly Turkish Cypriots while five lakh Greek Cypriots inhabit the southern part of the island. The north depends on the south for electricity and several other essential supplies like water.
Historically, the Greeks have lived in Cyprus for hundreds of years, long before the Turks captured it and made it part of the Ottoman Empire in 1571. Britain leased the island in 1878 but it was not until 1950 that the campaign for union with Greece surfaced with terrorist actions. In 1960 U. K. granted independence to Cyprus, and was a party with Greece and Turkey to the 1960 Cyprus Treaty establishing the Mediterranean island   as an independent  republic.

But since then, Cyprus has seen no peace. Being strategically placed in the heart of the Mediterranean, it is yet another country sought after by the superpowers. Cyprus is 70 to 100 kms. from Turkey, Syria Lebanon and Israel based on the route of Soviet ships from the Black Sea. The British continue to retain 100 sq. miles of this island of 3,500 sq. miles for their sovereign bases. The Americans have established their radar monitoring station on the highest point of Cyprus mountains - vital for NATO's eastern flank of the Mediterranean. Neighboring Turkey and Greece are both a part of NATO. The Turkish invasion of 1974 led by the then pro-Moscow government of Belent Ecevit was undertaken to protect the interests of the 18 percent Cypriots of Turkish origin, following the US supported coup attempt by the then G reek military leaders to topple Moscow-leaning Archbishop Makarios and to press for unity with Greece. Makarios had refused to give bases to NATO on the island. Since, Turkey has maintained 20,000 troops in North  Cyprus. Turkey is an important NATO ally of the US as it has a long border with the Soviet Union. With Turkey backing the UDI in Northern Cyprus, it is not likely that the US will, in reality oppose moves in Northern Cyprus, but will seek to use the existing instability in Cyprus for its military ends. The Soviet Union will also seek to fish in troubled waters. The Soviet imperialists have not outright condemned the UDI but have merely called for an "international conference to be held to end the partition of Cyprus''. They further add that ''a settlement must be reached in Cyprus quickly without foreign military or other interference", and taking into account Greek and Turkish Cypriots interests. The Russians have left their options open!!

Liberties of the people are denied in the police state People's justice is strangled to death in the courts ours is the age of revolution; if we rebel victory is ours. Cherabanda Raju

PRISONS CANNOT DETAIN REVOLUTION

PEOPLE'S WAR LEADER RETURNS TO PEOPLE

   Communist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) (People's War) leader Comrade Kondapalli Seetharamaiah (K. S.) was extricated from the Andhra Pradesh reactionary government's detention by the revolutionaries on the early morning of 4 January 1984 from the Osmania Hospital where he was undergoing treatment.

The he armed guard who attempted to obstruct the endeavor had to bow\v before the strong will and determination of the revolutionaries.   Later the government announced his death.   The armed guard has to lose his life while carrying on the guard duty imposed by the state which is an abode of exploitation, atrocities and illegal detention .
The state that is trying to crush the revolutionary movement by brutal repression is systematically harassing the revolutionaries by detaining them in the prisons.   When it became impossible for the state   to detain revolutionaries forever in the prisons by scrupulously following the laws framed by it, astraying from them, on one hand it is repressing the peasantry on the other hand murdering the revolutionary leaders in the name of encounters. Telugu Desam government had proved that it is in no way less than the erstwhile Congress (1) governments in using the most brutal repressive measures on the revolutionary movement. In order to deprive leadership to the revolutionary masses, the NTR government and its hired police officers are eager to amend laws to the effect that if once revolutionaries are arrested and then implicated in false cases they can never be bailed out.
The state when failed to substantiate its false charges, in desperation it is resorting to postponing the case hearings, hindering the sanction of bails thus filling its jails to the brim with under trials, and in many other ways, illegal and unjust according to its own laws. The best "example to this is the "conspiracy cases" that have remained "un judged" for a decade in the courts.
Not content with all these violations of basic values, the state abstaining from the normal court practices is opting for more fascist black acts like the National Security Act (NSA) to detain the revolutionaries.   While the central government under the pretext of maintaining ''law and order" or the "integrity of the country" is preparing to execute these black acts on the revolutionaries, the state government went one step ahead.    Its gang of hired police officers is taking law into their hands and is arresting the persons soon after they procure bail orders.    They are harassing the persons corning forward to give sureties and even the lawyers applying for bails.   Recently the fascist state has come out in its true colors when it arrested the CPI (M-L)  CRC leader Comrade Rawoof under the black act NSA immediately after the court has "released” him on bail.
Thus in many ways the government premeditatedly and systematically trying to suppress the revolutionaries by resorting to methods contravening its own laws and rules.    Thus the state has created conditions where the revolutionaries are compelled to boldly hit back in the manner it deserves.
It was repeatedly proved in real life that repression provokes rebellion and confrontation.   The extrication of Com. KS from the clutches of fascist State has once again proved this axiomatic truth.
Prisons, courts, brutal repression, inhuman torture, barbarous fake encounters and diabolic truculence cannot stop revolution for people are the life of the revolution, and PEOPLE ARE INVINCIBLE.

AAVHAAN NATYA MANCH: COMMITTED TO NEW DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION

Literally meaning 'challenge' in Marathi, AAVHAAN is living up to its name with a theatre group of that appellation. It must have been a little drop, if not a bubble, in the populous ocean of a great metropolitan city of Bombay but for its cheerful, yet stubborn culture commitment to the cause of New Democratic Revolution.
A post—Emergency phenomenon, it is made of quite young and enthusiastic artistes with different social backgrounds, maintaining fraternal relations with the most radical section of the organized student community in Bombay's myriad educational institutions, it has been able to retain vigor and vitality in its cultural activities. Not green—horns at all, members of this theatre group are quite experienced artistes of uncommon talent. J A N A NATYA MANDALI of Andhra Pradesh has in a sense been its model and mentor, though it does not yet have such versatile artistes of Com. Gaddar's calibre.
The AAVHAAN NATYA MANCH has, however, its own characteristics, unique in some respects. It specializes in street corner-plays in an impromptu fashion, focusing on issues of humdrum existence of urbanites their little worries and anxieties and their small demands and petty-looking wants, all of which make up a picture of vast misery, endless drudgery and regardless sacrifice of physical power and mental potential on the altar of Mammon, performances such as these seem to provide comic relief. But, the comedy part of it is chaplinisque, with an undercurrent of tearful grief at the sight of a human tragedy on a colossal scale. Though most of them hail from the urban middle class of the lower scale, they deliberately seek to de-class themselves by frequenting bhangi colonies and workers' quarters, slums and suburbs, not at all to preach nor to teach, but to learn at first hand of their lives, reduced to sub-human standards by money bags. Only then do they venture to give their performances, which are quite popular because they deal with peoples' lives themselves for instance a wordy duel between two artists about anything in the world has its own message to offer, and this is accomplished in a very adroit manner. Or take a song, it catches the ear immediately and enters the realm of consciousness slowly and before ultimately settling itself down as an inerasable message - a message of hope, of victory, of happiness-to be won through; struggle for an   altogether new social set-up.
The AAVHAAN NATYA MANCH has now overcome its teething troubles. Its scope of activity is steadily extending. It is now able to take in hand cultural organizations even younger than it. It is, moreover, no longer nestled in Bombay only out spreading its' wings to cover the rural hinterland of Maharashtra and setting up local units in other urban centres like Nagpur. The capable leadership of intelligent, amiable, never-say-die spirits like Aswin Tambatt and his compeers has been able to achieve this miraculous growth of the organization, coupled with, the correct ideological orientation. It is a part of all-India effort to build up a broad-revolutionary cultural front and hence, a founder member of AILRC in its own right.

Telangana: Continuation of Srikakulam

RWA: "Swords in the Hands of Peasantry"

The revolutionary culture and literature are an indispensable part of a revolutionary movement, without which it will not be possible to achieve victory. It is a powerful weapon in the hands of the working class since ideologically it paves the way for revolution. Thus revolutionary cultural workers are the soldiers in this front.

The Revolutionary Writers Association (RWA/ Virasam), which drew its inspiration from the armed peasant struggles of Srikakulam epitomized in the martyrdom of poet and party-activist Com Subba Rao Panigrahi, held its tenth conference in Maakivalasa village, Srikakulam from 11-13 January 1984.
The venue of the conference was named in the memory of the architects of Srikakulam's revolutionary armed tribal movement - Corns. Adibhatla Kailasam, Panchadi Krishna Murthy, Nirmala, Vempatapu Sathyam and Subba Rao Panigrahi. After flag hoisting members of the Srikakulam Martyr's families were introduced. They include - sons of Corns. Vavilala Sathyanarayana, Tamada Ganapathi and Marpu Padmanabham (Fondly called as "Grand Old Man" by the Srikakulam Communists), wife of Adibhatla Kailasam. father of Malleswara Rao and daughter of Gummadi Latchaiah. Com. Adibhatla Kailasam succeeded Com. Panchadi Krishnamurthy, after he was shot dead, as the State Secretary of CPI (M-L) Andhra Pradesh.
The members of the martyr families solemnly emphasized the need of unity amongst revolutionaries in the light of sacrifices of 350 comrades for the cause of Srikakulam movement.
The Speakers, in a series of seven Lectures, traced the history of the mass movements in the light of literature from the Indian national movement to the present day Telangana peasant struggles. The speakers pointed out emphatically the inter-relation between politics and literature in accordance with the basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Thought. The topics and speakers were as follows:
a)    Indian National Movement-Corn. K. V. R.

b) Literature on Indian National Movement- Com. T. Madhusudan Rao. c)    Marine Tribal struggles of Andhra Pradesh- Com. Chalasani Prasad

d)    Komram Bheem (A Gond leader who fought Nizams tyranny;- Com. Allam Rajaiah

c)    Srikakulam Armed struggles. - Com. Appala Naidu.

f)    Adilabad, Karimnagar and Warangal Peasant Struggles vis a - vis Peoples literature Com. V V ( Vara Vara Rao )

g) Contemporary cultural scene Coms. HRK and V. Chenchaiah
The message, in nutshell, of the speakers, political resolutions and cultural performances was that the spark of Naxalbari which swept the forests of Srikakulam as a wild fire has to day assumed as inextinguishable prairie fire in the plain as well as forest areas of Telangana. The conference gave a clarion call to the people to build up a wide mass-based democratic movement to defeat NTR government’s conspiratorial machinations to crush the movement by deploying Central Reserve Police Force.

Further the political resolutions passed at the conference condemned the police repression and atrocities of landlords in the countryside of Telangana. Another resolution condemned the atrocities perpetuated by the ABVP-Police combine in the Universities, especially Kakatiya University in Warangal, which has been literally transformed into a police camp.
An enthusiastic gathering of 100 RWA members and another 500 delegates including fraternal delegates representing constituent units of AILRC and other revolutionary associations from Bihar, Bengal, Maharashtra, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu attended the conference.

The conference elected a 21 — member executive with Com. V V (Vara Vara Rao) as its General Secretary. The new executive resolved to organize Village Campaigns and publish creative and constructive reports in Aruna Tara, a RWA official monthly journal, which would be helpful to students and youth in understanding the rural society.

RWA has also decided to celebrate Marx Birth Centenary in May this year at Chittoor by holding a three-day state-level seminar. Further RWA would hold meetings, seminars and press conferences to mobiles and enlist public opinion in favor of ongoing peasant struggles in Telangana and the neighboring villages of Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh and against the onslaught of the fascist state on them. RWA teams would endeavor to tram its members and politically conscious young men working in the domain of people's art and culture.
A number of RWA publications on various subjects like poetry, novel, drama and literary criticism were released on all three days public meetings including a Kavi Sammelan, were held in Maakivala and two other village in vicinity. The meetings were followed by cultural performances of A. P. Jana Natya Mandali and Arunodaya Samskrutika Samastha, in various folk forms like, Oggu Katha, Burra katha, songs in popular folk tunes etc, An impressive performance of Naxalbari Biddalu \ Children of Naxalbari) Oggu katha by the children of Nirmala Dalam (Squad) of JNM, West Godavari district, captured the hearts of the audience.
"We are....................

Swords in the hands of the peasants of Srikakulam We are younger   brothers to the immortal Panigrahi Writers singing the refrain of   Peoples war,” said   Com. Cherabandaraju long back about the revolutionary writers. That "refrain of   people's   war” is today     thundering     in    rural Telangana.    Let us hope that RWA would be a lively galvanizing    scenario    responding to struggles   and   aspirations   of the awakening villages.

Com Shyamala Declares

'No' To Akademi Award
I received a communication from Sri Iriventi Krishna Murthy, Secretary of the Andhra Pradesh Sahitya Akademi, asking me to state my willingness to accept an award of Rs. 2,500/- for Cherabandaraju's novel Prasthanam. My answer is a firm ‘No’! As a life partner of Cherabandaraju for about two decades, I claim to know his each and every feeling and thought. His commitment to the great cause of people's armed revolution ^as total and unreserved. He was opposed not merely to this or that Government, but to the present exploitative State of which Akademis and the like form the infrastructure or constitute its organs. Cherabandaraju had suffered much number of difficulties at the hands of this State. He was jailed many times, involved in a conspiracy case, removed from his job and deprived of normal things of life. The brain-cancer from which he died was indirectly the devilish handiwork of this State, but he did not falter or fail in his fierce opposition to it. To accept the Akademi offer is to disown and to dishonor him personally and to disown the popular masses for whom he wrote and sang, and who stood by him through thick and thin.

NTR TURNED ANDHRA INTO POLICE STATE

In the name of curbing the "extremist movement" the Andhra Pradesh police is unleashing a reign of terror on the tribals and rural poor in the five districts of Telangana, the Andhra Pradesh Civil Liberties Committee (APCLC) leaders told the press.
On 8 January 1984, the first anniversary day of NTR/s government, the Karnataka Union of Working journalists hosted a civil liberties press meet at Bangalore. The topic was "Police Repression in Telangana". Mr. K.G. Kannabiran and Dr. K. Balagopal, President and General Secretary of A. P. Civil Liberties Committee addressed it. They distributed copies of APCLC's publication "Repression on the Rural Poor in A.P." and explained what the Telugu Desam government is doing in the Telangana districts of Karimnagar, Warangal, Nizamabad, Khammam and Adilabad under the garb of curbing the "naxalite menace". In continuation of the policies of Congress (I), it has set up about a hundred and odd police camps in the villages of these districts. Men and women are being detained in these camps for weeks and months and are being severely tortured, savagely, manhandled. They are not allowed to harvest their crops or plough their lands. Their crops are fed to the cattle.
The police stations in the towns have also become the centres of illegal detention and torture. The police are running colleges and Universities. Particularly in Warangal town, all the colleges of the Kakatiya University are forced to conform to the dictates of police sub-inspectors and the district collector of Warangal. Without the collectors approval no function or lecture can be arranged in the colleges.
Even the courts have become a happy hunting ground for the police. The police hang around the "special courts for naxalites" at Warangal and Khammam and threaten and arrest the accused, sureties and sometimes even the lawyers. Persons who are released are arrested at the jail gates and further implicated in fresh false cases. In addition to all this, the Telugu Desam government has now borrowed two battalions of CRPF to augment the paramilitary force deployed in the Telangana.
The 75 pressmen and women who attended the meet showed much interest and concern at the increasing police atrocities by a government that professes to fight the undemocratic practices of Congress (I).
On the evening of 8 January, a public meeting attended by an enthusiastic gathering of about 150 persons was organized by the Forum Against Repression. It was presided by Micheal Fernandes, MLA and addressed by Shamanna. K, Editor of Kannada Prabha (both leaders of Karnataka unit of PUCL), Kannabiran and Dr. Balagopal from APCLC.

"'The fight for civil liberties and democratic rights is universal. It is the duty of all democrats to support the efforts and struggles of rural poor in improving their conditions and oppose police atrocities on the part of the State to subvert such movements" said Mr. Khadri Shamanna. Mr. Micheal Fernandes, the Janata Legislator, condemned police repression on the people in Telangana and urged the civil liberties organizations and individuals to express solidarity, with the ongoing movements in Telangana to uphold the democratic rights.
Janata corporator, Mr. Lawrence Fernandes produced before the audience one Mr. Sirajuddin who was illegally detained and tortured for seven days in a Bangalore Police station. He appealed to the gathering to form into action groups and expose police ex-

cesses.

ARMED STRUGGLE IN THE PHILLIPINE

Today, under   the leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines   the   fifty    million people of Philippines have been mobilized   into   a    formidable force for the ouster of the US-backed Marcos regime and the establishment of a New Democratic Society. The   NPA’s 27 guerilla   fronts    cover   a    full quarter of the Philippine rural population.   An estimated half of those under the fronts influence, an   eighth   of   the   rural population, give active support. According to the  NPA's   1980 anniversary statement, a guerilla front is "an area which has its own Party organization, guerilla forces and military command, which   can   function   more  or less independently over   a  long period........ Each   also   has its own mass organizations. At the heart of the fronts lies a fairly mobile 'guerilla base'; surrounding the base are guerilla zones The NPA is careful not to call these areas "liberated zones"; the distinction being that should an extremely large concentration of government troops move into the frontal area, the NPA base might have to shift.
A Guerilla Front:
Robert Rose, an American scholar, reports from within a guerilla front; "Towards the middle of 1981, I entered a guerilla front in the north of the Philippine island of Samar. My eleven days among the casabas (communists) marked a period of unusually intense and concentrated government operations in those same mountains, undoubtedly in retaliation for a number of recent successful NPA ambushes of the government troops near that area. For the casabas, these were days of cautious movement from one location to another, nights -filled with lengthy sessions strategizing the next day's military maneuvers. For me it was a time to gain a sense why that eighth of the rural population has reached out to help. Why, even though each of those five million peasants understands well that anyone suspected of co-operating: with the NPA can expect the same treatment that 'communists' receive at the hands of the government military. Also, a time to see what it means for the NPA to have those five million peasants offering food, shelter, guidance and warnings.
"This island of poor peasants has proven fertile ground for the Communist Party. In Samara's northern province, where I traveled, the movement began eleven years ago with an organization of nationalist students at the University of Eastern Philippines. Following a pattern that can be traced throughout the Philippines, the group's membership swelled quickly in its first years to include anti—government local politicians as well as priests and nuns. Just as common was the Marcos government's attempt to gag the growing dissent in Northern Samar by placing many of its leaders behind bars after the 1972 imposition of martial law. But martial law simply sent a once legal organization underground; the group reassembled in the mountain ranges of the north and spread outward from there.
"The specific guerilla front where I spent my days is an NPA 'expansion area', which means it has only recently been claimed by the NPA. The kasamas moved into these hills in 1979, and   their expansion over these past two years   has been not so much by importing NPA's from other areas as by converting local   peasants.   As for the Red   fighters here, the stories often   blend into   one: poor, struggling Samar peasants won   over by the communists who pass through villages giving economic and political courses. And when the newly recruited kasamas    leave     their   farms, behind    them    stay    relatives, friends and   neighbors whose lives have also been markedly transformed.    The    remaining villagers, although not necessarily recruited into the NPA are grouped into   various mass organizations: youth, women and farmers. They form   a critical    component of   support, and help bring others into the movement.

"Today, Ferdinand Marcos' troops wage bloody battles against the villagers of Samar. In mid-1980, seven government battalions kept watch over the island. By mid-1981, the number has soared to ten, bringing a total    of 9,000   government troops   to    suppress    Samar's NPA". Thus the   island bears the weight of one of the country's   largest concentration of government forces, second only to   the     southern Philippines where battle is being fought not only   against   communists   but also against Muslim separatists. Philippine human rights groups reported    118      indiscriminate killings in Samar by   the   military in   1980.   The same year witnessed the complete evacuation of 43 northern Samar villages.     During    the   two-year period from    1979 to 1980 a total of one lakh of Samar inhabitants — almost a full one tenth of the island's population —were pushed off their lands. Air force   bombings and   strafing have also been reported as the government    escalates   its battle against the NPA and its supporters".
1981 - A Turning Point:

The year 1981 was a turning point for the revolutionary forces in the Philippines. The most important development of 1981 was the entry into the advanced sub stage of the strategic defensive of the Filipino people's war against the US — Marcos regime This entry to a qualitatively new and higher phase of struggle was announced by the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) on 26 Dec, 1981, the thirteenth anniversary of the Party's re-establishment, and was reported by Ang Bayan the official CPP publication.
Considered "the biggest leap so far in the history of the reestablished Party", the entry into the advanced sub stage was marked by:
* The frequency of guerilla operations and the vigorous growth and expansion of the NPA;

*  the establishment of revolutionary mass organizations and the launching of many mass actions in both urban and rural areas;

*  the close co-ordinations among various segments of the revolutionary movement and;

* the setting up of a more definite organizational form of the revolutionary united front.

The year 1981 was a landmark year for the NPA as that year saw the launching of more developed and more frequent tactical operations compared to the previous years. Guerilla operations were conducted in more and more areas in the country, in practically all major islands and provinces. Ang Bayan reports that in 1981, the Red fighters in 90 successive operations in29 provinces seized at least 324 rifles and handguns. While the enemy forces were better equipped in terms of war material and number of personnel, the NPA, was able to overcome these tactical disadvantages through its high morale, strong sense of discipline, mastery of terrain and mass support. The NPA's higher level of military capability is also evident in its capacity to maneuver and creatively use different forms of fighting when it sprung ambushes on small and medium-sized enemy formations. Sparrow operations conducted b one or few Red fighters or even mass activists also contributed significant number of arms to the NPA's arsenal. But, equally important, Ang Bayan noted, is the fact that these operations contributed not only to the NPA's firepower but also to its range of combat experiences.
Away from the battlefield, the pulse of the revolutionary movement also throbbed with life with the launching of many mass actions. Hundreds of thousand Filipinos in cities and barribs (villages) marched out into the streets to fight for their national   and democratic interests. These    mass actions were organized and   co-ordinated at higher levels and   expanded to wider areas the influence of the CPP. The mass actions peaked    from March   to June 1981 as the people surged forth to take part in   rallies, demonstrations and marches   to denounce the regime’s series of "fakes"—-a fake lifting of martial law, followed by a fake new plebiscite   and    election    and culminating in the inauguration of a fake new republic. While the boycott campaign mobilized various sectors and classes, sectoral issues also roused and mobilized masses of people into action.    Workers demanded their right to   higher wages and better working conditions in    at least 257 strikes that     rocked     factories     and offices throughout the country causing a loss of three million man-hours. On the other hand, peasant   struggles  centered on the demand for  genuine  land reform and resistance to fascist repression.   In more   advanced NPA guerilla fronts, the peasant masses openly   confronted their landlords and demanded a reduction in land rents.    For their part, students throughout the nation   launched boycotts, marches and rallies   to demand lower tuition fees, autonomous student councils, campus press freedom and other democratic reforms in   the educational system.
Proletarian Ideology in Command
The CPP organ 'Ang Bayan' says "socialist education studies Marxism—Leninism—Mao Zedong Thought and its application to the concrete conditions of the Philippines. At its core is dialectical materialism”. Regarding its work among the working class the CPP says it is the duty of the political party of the proletariat, the Communist Party of the Philippines, to persevere and consciously carry out socialist educational programmes for workers whether they are Party members or not. The Party, which stands as the advanced detachment of the Philippines working class, is in the best position to give this education to the workers.... Such education is essential for more and more workers to consciously take up the historic role of their class. It is an important weapon against the trade union struggles (which limits these to issues like wages, 'benefits' and working conditions) and to broaden the concerns of workers from purely trade union affairs The    main form    of   socialist education    is   the holding    of formal sessions attended   by a definite    composition of   students, and which keeps a correct balance between discipline and democracy.    Other forms include deep and thoroughgoing summing up meetings and social investigation work guided by     basic     Marxist     lessons. Supplementing these forms are informal discussions, for example, on political economy or on current political events of Philippines and a broad.   Also important is the individual reading of Marxist works.    The CPP adds, "Such studies should not be limited to Party members.    We therefore propagate the   study of   socialism in the underground circles of workers activists who are not yet Party members but who already have anti-fascist or national democratic   consciousness.    In   fact socialist education must also be given to unions and   other legal organizations, which are open to Party influence.    We thus encourage the cadres and activists to   be daring and   creative in carrying out socialist education without jeopardizing the legality of the unions and other organizations". Further,   "in order   to maximize   the   forms    of   socialist education for workers who are not Party members, the concerned Party organizations have a number    of requirements to meet.   Foremost   among these is a long-range education plan, which sets the specific content, the composition of the participants, the forms   to   be   used, and the preparations   that need to be made.    The plans must also include the assignment of a sufficient number of instructors, and on a larger scale, the setting up of a printing unit to reproduce     reading     material. The   preparation, distribution and maximization   of available Marxist    works    such   as   the Manifesto of the   Communist Party and Principles of Communism should also be   deemed essential".

The Party says "millions of workers with Marxist-Leninist consciousness are needed to ensure the steady and accelerated advance of socialism and the further march to Communism".

Revolutionary Taxation
The Party organ states "people's war involves struggles in various fronts, including the economic front. One aspect of this is the collection of revolutionary tax. Revolutionary tax is used to advance the people’s democratic revolution, which aims to overthrow the present state, ruled by the imperialists, feudalist’s bureaucrat and capitalists and establish a democratic people’s state in its place. At present, (May '83) there are two forms of revolutionary tax—agricultural tax from peasants, and tax on class enemies".

Regarding taxation of the peasants the following policy is adopted:
*  Concealment of part of the harvest: the land rent which used to go to the landlords is divided into three; one part goes to the peasants, another goes to the Party and the remaining one third is kept by the peasant association.

*  Reduction or non - payment of land rent: two

percent of the net harvest for poor and lower middle peasants; five percent of the net income for peasants of higher status.

*   Increase in wages of farm workers: five to ten percent of wage increase.

*   Profits from various forms of cooperatives:

two percent of the net income.
The CPP says, "The revolutionary tax from the peasantry is a definite, growing long-term and principal source of financing for the revolution. Firstly, the peasantry is the main force of the democratic people’s revolution and it is in the interest of this class to carry the revolution forward to victory. Secondly, the implementation of revolutionary land reforms liberates the productive forces of the peasantry. Systematically organizing the labor forces and using more advanced technology and methods further develop production. This increases the peasant’s ability and determination to support the Party and the peoples' army and to finance the revolutionary mass movement".

Regarding the tax on class enemies the CPP says "the revolutionary tax on class enemies is exacted by the revolutionary movement when it allows imperialists, landlords and big comprador bourgeoisie to temporarily maintain their economic interests in the guerilla zones and environs. These businesses include big logging companies, mines, ranches, plantations, factories etc. However, taxes are not imposed on enterprises owned by the most die-hard class enemies. The appropriate means of weakening-economic power is through confiscation of their property.... Enterprises belonging to the national bourgeoisie are exempted from taxation. They are encouraged to make contributions to the revolution on the basis of their solidarity with the peoples anti-imperialist struggle.... A present, it is the organs of the Party and units of the people’s army which administer and implement the imposition and collection of revolutionary taxes from the peasants and class".
The Enemy
The US-backed Marcos regime in a bid to maintain their tottering rule has increased threefold the strength of the AFP since the time martial law was declared in 1972. Then, the AFP was a force of 58,000 men. Today it totals 1,46,000 plus a reserve of 90,000 men. The government's defense budget has grown from US $ 82 million in 1972 to more than US $ 1,000 million in 1980. Besides, the military has tried to control, though unsuccessfully, the revolutionary movement through a Vietnam-style strategic hamlet programme, which involves moving people into village areas the military believes it can control. Over five lakh people have been uprooted from their homes as part of third continuing programme.
The US imperialists have a vital stake in the Philippines and a number of bases on these islands. Last year 14,000 US and Philippines troops participated in -the biggest military exercises since Second World War. The exercise was held to prepare the US military for a more active and direct role in counter-revolution in the Philippines. This was in line with the US-RP Mutual Defense Pact, which allows the full intervention of US imperialism in Philippine internal affairs. At least 1,200 US troops and fifteen US warships participated in these experiences.
Armed Struggle Advances
The government itself admits that it loses, on an average 500 of its forces every year. One year ago, in a single ambush, the commander of the fighting battalion, Lt. Col. Jaime Samera, his operations officer, two sergeants and three corporals were wiped out. Besides, the battlefield, the struggles of the workers, peasants and students are taking on a form of mass agitation in spite of the virtual military rule. They use new forms of mass struggle and mobilization, such as the lightening rally and lightening play to continue the struggle against fascist rule.
The democratic and revolutionary people of Philippines have built an effective people's army and united front under the leadership of the Communist Party of the Philippines in order to carry the New Democratic Revolution to success. The revolutionaries of India and other Third world countries have much to learn from the onward march of the Philippines armed agrarian revolution.

It was 9 O’ clock in the morning, 13 Jan., 1983, when the people sent word to our fighters seven Armed Forces of Philippines (AFP) soldiers had entered the barrio (village) looking for chicken. A team of the people's army was quickly sent to scout for an ambush site. At 12.20 the comrades took their positions; at exactly 3 p.m. the enemy entered the killing zone; bullets rained down on them. Three of them were killed at once, but four more were alive. As a team executed a flanking maneuver, the comrades shouted to the enemy soldiers who were hiding behind the banks of the irrigation ditch:

"We order you to surrender".
"The enemy soldiers were given a count of three. Before the count was over, they called out, "We surrender''; throwing down their guns, with hands held high, they walked towards the comrades. One of the wounded captives was immediately given first aid, while other comrades explained the surrendered that those captured by the National People's Army (NPA) in battle are not killed, tortured or subjected to indignities. After giving the captives medical attention and explaining the NPA's policy on captives, the Red fighters freed the enemy soldiers after confiscating their weapons.”
"Ang Bayan" (English Edition) Organ of the Central Committee, Communist Party of Philippines.

Marcos' US-backed Regime’s Fighting Strength

Army:    60,000

Five light infantry divisions. One light armored regiment. One special warfare brigade. Two construction brigades. Four artillery regiments.

Equipment includes: 28 Scorpion light tanks. 45 armored   infantry fighting vehicles Eighty APCs. 20 VI50 Commando APCs, 150 105-mm. howitzers.

Twelve 155 mm.  Howitzers, One   Hawk SAM battery.

Reserves 1: 90,000. Navy: 28,000 (including 9-10,000

Marines and 2,000 coastguards) Four frigates, Nine corvettes. Sixteen large patrol craft.

Various  LSTs, LSMs   and a number  of coastal patrol craft, support vessels.

One SAR squadron (Islanders and BO 105 helicopters).

Air force t    16,000. Two fighter   squadrons   (F8H F5) Three ground attack squadrons (T28) Two training squadrons   (T34; T33; T4I; SF260)

Five transport squadrons. (Three CI30s. Nine F27s, II Nomads, 20 islanders, C47 2H2l4s)

A number of COIN aircraft including OVIO, SF260. UHID.

Three F27 (for maritime patrol and surveillance.) VIP flight  (BAG   IM.F28and  YSII)

Philippine Constabulary:  42,000.

Integrated National Police: 46,000.

SUPER POWER RIVALRY AND WAR

 This article has been serialized in successive issues of 'Vanguard’ from August to December.   This is the concluding Part of the article

· EDITOR

Characteristic features of the contention between the two Superpowers

During the 1960s and up to the second half of the 1970s the USA was in strategic offensive while the USSR was in a strategic defensive phase.
During this phase the USA, in its role of global police in general and anti-communist crusader in    particular, drained     itself financially, morally and diplomatically.    Russia    adopted   a policy of compromise with the USA.    It used 'detente, economic cooperation with the west to buy time, to   lay a material base for a split among the USA allies and to build up the Soviet economy and military machine. To a great extent it has achieved success it has reduced economic disparities with the USA, surpassed    it    in   conventional weapons and has started stockpiling   nuclear    weapons; in a number of third world   countries it gained    economic and social   foothold     and   secured military    bases   in the USA’s interior battle    lines.    Though little in number its   naval   bases in the Atlantic region are of the greatest    strategic   gain.    They relieved the risks faced by the Russian northern and southern fleets in traveling through the narrow lanes of the Baltic and Mediterranean seas on the one hand, and, on the   other hand, became a great source of danger to     American    supply    lines. About 99   percent of   USA's external trade   is through the sea and its chief allies are in Europe. This phase of American strategic offensive ended in complete fiasco not because of the Russian military resistance but mainly because of the heroic fight put up by the indo-Chinese people in general and Vietnamese people in particular. But it was Russia, which pocketed the benefits and fruits of these sacrifices.
Since the latter half of the J 970s both the superpowers went through a phase of strategic stalemate.
Neither    of    the    superpowers could assert their economic and military strength to fundamentally weaken   the other.    But both superpowers asserted their economic and military might to launch a tactical offensive.   As Russia took Afghanistan   and America   is    trying   to    crush El Salvador and Nicaragua. But these bring   only    quantitative, not qualitative   changes in the balance of forces.
During this phase too the tide of events    ran    against the   USA because of its   position in   the preceding     period.    Take   the very geographic position of the USA during the strategic offensive period its remoteness from the main areas   of war was an advantage.    But during the present   period   it is highly   disadvantageous. During the strategic offensive period it used big aircraft    carriers, long-range bombers, and   developed long range nuclear   missiles.    While its adversary, the USSR, being in strategic defense, developed a   large   fleet   of    submarines, highly   developed   anti-aircraft guns, small aircraft, medium range   missiles    and   bombers. During the present   stalemate phase the USA had to perfect its defensive system to protect itself from a possible   counter offensive by Russia, and at the same time it has to   develop its offensive system too to take an offensive against Russia. While Russia had to perfect mainly its offensive system. The same   holds   true in the case of subjective forces operating on both   sides.    American military and political personnel for generations have been accustomed   to    thinking   only   on offensive methods and matters. They   have    been     more like bandits.  That will not do from now onwards.    If they want to survive     before     the   Russian brains they   have   to put   their tails   between their   legs    and behave   themselves before the world public   people, and act in a    ‘civilized’ manner.    But _ habits die-hard.    The American rulers are shaken up psychologically, while   the Russian rulers are psychologically firm. During this   phase Russia   has been trying and   will continue to try    to bring   about a split within    the NATO   and   gain few more allies    in the   Pacific and Atlantic regions. The USA has, meanwhile, been   trying to keep its NATO intact and to retain its bases throughout the world 26, it will definitely try hard to win over India on its side.
This stalemate phase may last for another four to six years. This phase is highly crucial for both superpowers. For mistakes in this phase means destruction in the next phase.

Who hits first? Where and when the all-out war will flare up is not as important as which is the more dangerous of the two superpowers.
The USA wants a status quo. It is this boss of the capitalist world   markets and   the mere continuation    of   the    existing state of   things is beneficial to it, While the USSR is   short of foreign   markets.    It wants new markets and in order to gain new markets it has to wage wars.    It is the Soviet Union, which     is the source   of the coming   inter-imperialist    war. The USA is a declining power and   is in a   depressive mood. The USA has   been very badly wounded in its wars of aggression and   is    still licking     its-wounds.    The     cost    of     the Korean War amounted   to 69 billion dollars   and the   Indo-China   war amounted   to 188 billion    dollars     (i.e. direct costs).   The   policy of   global policing   and   the Indo-China war in particular caused   fatal injuries   to   the US    economy from which it   cannot   recover even in the near   future.   The Indo-China      war     moreover crippled   the morale     of   the entire   USA people    and   has seriously shaken their   faith in the policies   of their   government.
Militarily the morale and discipline of its armed forces is at low ebb. The government officially acknowledged the death of 47,237 of its soldiers in the Vietnam war alone. The number of wounded soldiers was 303,654. (The latter has a more shattering effect on the morale of its army then the former). And in 1980 there are 22,74,000 disabled veterans receiving compensation. "After all war is a branch of industry similar to forestry; it takes decades for trees of proper size, that is to say for a sufficiently abundant supply of adult 'cannon fodder' to grow up", said Lenin. America needs years to procure and rear an army to fight a global war. The fiasco, which the American airmen met with in trying to rescue the Iranian hostages in 1980, tells the tale of the present efficiency of the American air force planning the commando operations. In fact the entire nation has not yet recovered from the nightmare of the Vietnam War.
The following data gives an idea about the state of discipline in the American military machine. Apart from increasing desertions, absenteeism, bad conduct drunkenness, drug addiction is rampant in the American armed forces. This is one reason why the USA has chosen the suicidal policy of capital-intensive war machinery. Though there is a many-fold increase in defense expenditure between 1960 and 1980 there is actually a reduction in the number of military personnel active on duty in 1980 over 1960.

The Soviet Union has plenty of 'cannon fodder’. The Soviet armed forces are more disciplined, well fed and more robust than those of the USA. Their morale too is high. Coupled with this, the Russian rulers, possessing every lever of social life in their hands, can whip up national chauvinism 
Military personnel    desertion    and    absenteeism    without authority
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(in nos.) Due to—



1965 
     1970 
   1980

Misconduct



         13178      20911        27015*

Bad conduct dishonorable conduct 
     55 
         375            272

% of honorable discharge


  94.3 
        95.2  
      92.3

Note:

* — for 1975

Source:   Statistical Abstract of USA, 1977,1981

in the name of patriotism and 'Internationalism"!.
Internally, western imperialism as a system is   less obnoxious, less powerful and less   dangerous than the social imperialist system.    In the case of western imperialism the rate of development of productive   forces is less and the wastage of productive forces is more than in the case of the social imperialist system.
In the case of America, economic power is distributed in tens of monopoly groups with antagonistic interests. While in the Soviet Union the whole economy is concentrated and centralized in the hands of the state financed class, a new ruling class whose social base is more widespread than that of the USA.
In America there is at least the shambles    of bourgeois democracy, if not bourgeois   democracy    itself.    The   American people can utilize this to fight against exploitation and imperialist war to a certain    extent. In Russia there is   not even a trace of     democracy.    It   is a monstrous   social   fascist state subjugating the will of the masses    completely.    The     Soviet people have no right to express their opinion, dissent, and to organize themselves to fight for their demands.
In America the ruling classes do not directly run the state apparatus.    The   ruling class has to exercise   their control   over the executive wing of the   state through    the   legislative   wing. In     Russia   the    ruling   class operates the state directly.   It is the legislative and at the same times    the   executive   wing. As a result, the   intimacy    of the ruling class with the state and the internal cohesion and strength of   the state apparatus weaker in America than   in the case   of    Russia.    Russia   can immediately     put   the    entire country's resources at the disposal of the war   needs while America cannot. The present American society is carrying forward all the contradictions of its   past, and   is sharpening them with increasing     intensity.      The    above data throws some light   on   the state   of class antagonisms in American society. The above data is   not all.   In the USA there are  4.6  million people who get work for   less than 14 hours a week, and 16.9 million who work from 15 to 34 hours a week. The drug addicts the drunks, the mentally disturbed patients run into millions. In 1980 the drug abuse arrests were 533,000. One can imagine the rest. America is   decomposing as   far   as   the quality of life goes.
In the case of the Soviet Union the social antagonisms were resolved partly, in fact to a

Class Antagonisms In US Society

1965

People below poverty line (millions)

25.4*

Fully unemployed ('000)



3,365

Workers involved in strikes (*000)

Violent crimes (*000)

Property crimes ('000)

Persons arrested ('000)

Persons arrested (under 18 years) ('000)

Prisoners    ('000)

Divorces   ('000)

407**** 
1,070*****

Homicides ('000)

10             
20

Suicides    ('COO)

21             
28

Notes:

* * -figures for 1970

** -figures for 1976

***-figures for 1975

****-figures for 1960

*****-figures for 197$ Statistical Abstracts of

great extent, by the socialist revolution and 40 years of socialist construction. As far back as in 1930 the Soviet people wiped out unemployment. Everyone was provided with sufficient food, work, shelter and clothing, the Khrushchev-Brezhnev clique have been regenerating and accelerating the social antagonisms on the one hand and ruthlessly suppressing any dissent on the other hand. In any case Russian society is in a healthier state than American society. The social antagonisms are less acute than in America. The revolution within the USSR is far more remote a question than in the case of America. The Russian rulers have less to fear from their own people than in the case of America.
USA's history is, in the main, history of 'civilized barbarianism'. Its civilization started with the massacre of millions of innocent natives. Their ghosts still haunt the White House.    It   is    their   War of Independence    that   has some favorable    appeal among the world's    people.     Its      fight against    Hitler   during   World War II was negated by its sabotage. The remaining   period of its history, till now, has been a history of crimes perpetuated on unarmed masses, revolutionaries and weaker nations. The people    of    the   whole world regard the   CIA as a Criminal Intelligence Agency, and   the American imperialist as   a criminal   bourgeois. The Soviet Union   has, in the main, a   great history.   Tsarist continental reaction was negated by the epoch making proletarian revolution. For about 40 years the USSR was a friend, guide, philosopher, hope and inspiration    to the   oppressed people   of all countries.   The present ruling    gangsters    are using and will continue   to use the prestige   and authority of the USSR's past and personalities like Lenin and Gorky, if not Stalin and Kalinin.  Further, it was a land of great thinkers and writers, artists and scientists like Pushpin, Tolstoy, Chekov,   Aivazovsky,   Chernyshevsky,   Mandalive, etc., many people particularly of the older generation, and backward sections of the workers have not yet   identified    Andropov and his gang as counter revolutionary fascist gangsters, as traitors of the Soviet land.
In the ideological field the American imperialists advocate bourgeois ideology, which is absolutely outdated, and dead, while the social imperialists dictate the same under cover t3f Marxism-Leninism. In politics they speak of class struggle without the seizure of political power by the proletariat and without the dictatorship of the proletariat.  In economics they speak of the division   of labor and classes without speaking of the    exploitation    of    surplus labor    and    product    by the bourgeoisie and   the landlords. They are committing aggression en other weaker   nations in the name of    proletarian internationalism.  In the field of philosophy they   speak of materialism without speaking of   dialectics.     With   a     formidable economic base it is   corrupting hundreds of   millions of   people, particularly    among    the working and middle classes. All the above factors   make the USSR more     dangerous    and more aggressive than   the USA.
Summary and Conclusion
To summarize, this article first analyses Lenin's five aspects of Imperialism, as it exists today. This   article    shows   to what extent concentration   of capital has taken place in the USA and USSR and the growth and size of today’s   multinational monopolies; it brings out in concrete terms the role of finance capital as manifested   in the powerful banks    and   the state treasury and    the interlinking    of   this banking capital with   industrial capital and   the   creation   of   a 'financial oligarchy'; and, finally it brings out   the   extent of the export of capital   by the superpowers and their voracious appetite for markets throughout the world which is   resulting in a redivison of the world by the new   rising   imperialist    super power, Russia.
Next, facts show that the USA and USSR, in all spheres of economic and military expenditure, have shot far ahead of all other imperialist   countries of the world-they have grown into superpowers, carving out spheres of influence in every nook and corner of the   world.   The-two   superpowers, which have just 12 percent of the world population, account    for    34 percent    of    the world Gross National Product (GNP); while the underdeveloped    countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America, which account for 72 percent of the world population, have only 17.5   percent   of the GNP.   Also, in     most    other major     economic     indicators, such as energy    consumption, these two superpowers tower above all other countries of the world. Militarily too, the two superpowers account for fifty percent of world military expenditure, account for ninety percent of total nuclear stockpiles and between them have their troops    stationed in   76 countries of the world. Thirdly, in all important spheres of production and in National Income Soviet   social imperialism   has, to   a   large    extent caught up with the US.    Also in military   production, it has to all practical purposes equaled   that of the   USA.   Though in   absolute terms, its production still lags behind the USA, its growth rate has far outstripped that of the USA.  Yet   today, in terms of international markets it lags not only   behind the   USA   but also the lesser imperialist powers, like Italy and the Netherlands.   As   the article says, "by   1980, Russian industrial production amounted to    eighty percent   of that of America but its external market was only 30.7 percent of that of America.    In 1980, though Russia ranked  second in the world GNP, national income, industrial and agricultural production, Russia   ranked eighth in external markets." It is this that makes it the most aggressive imperialist power in the world and the chief source of war. With a high growth rate I and large capital accumulation it must grab markets to satiate its growing appetite. In other words, it must seek a redivision of world markets in its favor. But the other imperialist powers, particularly US imperialism will not give up their existing vast markets all over the world peacefully. So, Soviet social imperialism will have to go to war in order to grab these markets. Today the Soviet Union has militarized its economy to an extent equivalent to that of Hitler on the eve of World War II.... roughly 20 percent of the National Income is geared to the war industry. Besides, the Soviet Union has more united ruling class (no warring multi-national lobbies), a greater mental preparedness for war (unlike a demoralized US army), less internal dissent (no anti-war movements) and above all a Marxist garb with which to dupe the world and its own people.
As Lenin has pointed out, imperialism means war. Today the contention between the two superpowers and particularly the aggressive designs of Soviet social imperialism is pushing the world on to the brink of a third world war. But, as Mao has said, either revolution will prevent a war or a war will lead to worldwide revolution. The people of the world must unite to defeat US and Soviet imperialism and all their running dogs; fight back the imperialist onslaught and the war designs of the two superpowers, particularly that of the Soviet social imperialism.
I Notes :

26. But it is very difficult. During the Falkland war between Britain and Argentina NATO members showed their internal contradictions. West Germany continued to give military help to Argentina most likely with the approval of the US. Italy and Ireland defied EE.C/s decisions to extend the duration of the sanctions against Argentina on May 17, 1983. Russia utilized this war to, such an extent that Argentina openly thanked Russia and. Cuba for their help

Peasant Struggles Crops up in Ghadchiroli
In the forest areas of Ahiri and Sironcha talukas, Maharashtra, peasant struggles are gaining a foothold. In many a village, tribals are forming units of "Aadivasi Ryotu Cooli Sanghatan" (ARCS) to fight for land, wage increase, ending illegal sale of arrack, and the exploitation and harassment of landlords, forest officials contractors, money-lenders and police.

The Second RCS conference held at Karimnagar in May last year-instilled enthusiasm in the delegates representing ARCS. Imbued with the theory and practice of the ongoing struggles in the neighboring Adilabad, Karimnagar, Warangal and Nizamabad, the peasants of Ahiri and Sironcha are marching ahead with a surge of confidence.

The martyrdom of Com. Peddi Shankar, which erased the boundaries between Maharashtra and Andhra and the message of struggles in Telangana, is arousing the peasantry of Maharashtra.
Land Struggles
Twelve years ago, a dozen poor peasants of Kerla village in Sironcha cleared 50 acres of forest to grow jowar. When the crop was ripe, the forest officials destroyed the fields, to plant teak trees. They also set fire to peasant’s huts and foisted cases upon them.

Recently under the leadership of ARCS the peasants reoccupied the land, fell the teak trees and started cultivating it. When the forest officials foisted cases on eight peasants ARCS retaliated by occupying another ten acres. Proving their organized strength. Similarly, tribals and peasants in Somanapalli, Mottatekada, Patagudem, Pentipaka, Ankisa, etc, occupied forest and ceiling lands, and land fraudulently grabbed by landlords.
People's Panchayats
To mislead the peasant struggles the government while protecting landlords who grabbed thousands of acres of tribal's land are creating misunderstandings between small peasants owning four to five acres of Patta la id s and tribals. By setting up people's panchayats the ARCS has been solving this problem harmoniously cementing the bonds of unity and thwarting the attempts of the state.
In Pirimeda, non-tribal peasants of Chikyala were cultivating Ramannapet, Parmawada and Chikyala the alluvial land surfacing on the banks of River Pranahita. Last year the peasants decided that peasants of four villages would cultivate the land jointly. Violating this agreement, Chikyala peasants cultivated and sowed seeds. People's panchayats tried the case and decided that Chikyala peasants should forego half of the produce and from next year the land will be jointly cultivated.
Wage Struggles
In the villages of Sunjcarelli, Goliagudem, Aasarelli, Barrayagudem etc, Sironcha, small peasants working from dawn to dusk in others fields using their own buffaloes and ploughs were paid a mere ten rupees. This year peasants led by ARCS went on strike and was successful in getting Rs. 15. In Jimmela area, Allapalli range, in Ahiri taluk, on 13 December 1983, work commenced to cut and transport 1500 metres of timber to the depot. For this job government fixed wages at Rs. 16 per metre and every additional metre Rs. 1-60. Unscrupulous Contractors were paying only Rs. 13-50 PM. ARCS organized a militant strike from 14 December demanding Rs. 25 PM. The struggle spread to the adjacent Kamalapur and Chirpalli.
Arrack Struggles
In Maharashtra arrack sale is prohibited. The drinkers must have licenses. In various villages of Ahiri, peasants are fighting against illegal sale of arrack at exorbitant prices and were successful in imposing a ban on sale. In Kamalapur they also fought for reduction of price from two rupees per 100 milligrams to Rs. 1.50.
Against Exploitation Harassment and Repression
A 1200-strong procession of 22 village's in Jimmelghat range, Ahiri, led by ARCS submitted a memorandum to Ranger, District Forest officer, Taluka Officer and District Collector demanding Pattas to lands under cultivation. The police disrupted the procession and arrested five young men. The peasants courageously withstood and got their men released.
A corrupt forest guard who took Rs. 1500 as bribe for getting fuel wood from forest from the peasants of Guddigudem was brought before people’s panchayat, which forced him to apologize and return the money.
Madhukar, a trader who migrated to Maandra, exchanging by barter chilly worth Rs. 8 per kg for grain worth Rs. 30. People’s panchayat tried him and reduced the price. Kanakaiah, a cloth trader, handed over a harijan to police for opposing his illegal acts. People's panchayat ordered him to bear the responsibility of getting him out which he obliged.
The villagers of Ankisa led by ARCS occupied land illegally possessed by landlord Raghava Rao. The police on his bidding arrested five ARCS members. 600 peasants of eight surrounding villages went in a procession carrying red flags demanding the release of ARCS members, removal of police camps in villages, stop raiding houses and annulment of debts because of floods.
Thus, the tribals and peasants over coming police repression, under the leadership of ARCS are fighting against various forms of exploitation and oppression and marching ahead in the path of struggle.


 RADICALS PROTEST AGAINST BRITISH QUEEN’S VISIT

Members of the Radical Youth League (A. P. RYL) protested against the Queen Elizabeth's visit to Hydrabad and Devara Yanjala, (a "model village" adopted by the Central government), on 20 December, '83. On the night of 19 December Radicals wrote protest slogans on the walls that were whitewashed specially for Queens visit from the Cantonment area to Rashtrapathi Bhawan. The police on the following morning in the very presence of people equipped with brooms and brushes erased the slogans, once again shamelessly exhibiting the pre-independence loyalty to the Queen after three and half decades of "Independence”.
On 20 December 1984 the police arrested nineteen Radicals youth in Devara Yanjala village. The police was heavily deployed in the village to hush, up people's protest. However, amidst two police men at every door, and many more plainclothesmen, Radicals managed to distribute pamphlets titled "Protest against the visit of Queen of British imperialists who hanged Bhagath Singh and shot dead Alluri (a freedom-fighter who organized tribals against the British)'.

II   Adilabad GRGS Conference Signifies

"Sprout and Growth of Tribal Movement"

When   Spartacus     and     other slaves were murdered and hanged to the lampposts, the slave owners    thought     that    slaves would never revolt   again.   But every drop   of   blood shed by Spartacus and others metamorphosised into a thousand voices in    unison    and    hundreds of thousand   raised fists that got rid of the chains of slavery. The    fascist    state, similarly, after butchering the tribals who attended    the    Girijan    Ryotu Coolie    Sangham    (GRCs) at Indravelli   on    20 April 1981 reminding the Jalianwalah Bagh episode, dreamed    that these tribals would never revolt again. But shattering   the dreams   of ruling   classes, the tribals of Adilabad proclaimed   their   revolutionary aspirations amidst tudum (drum) beats by constructing a   sky-high monument in the memory of martyrs of Indravelli massacre in April 1983.

Now after three years, the tribal movement recovered from the losses, gathered its strength and invigorated the Second Conference of GRCS held on 18 December 1983 at Adilabad. Amidst police repression, atrocities of forest officials on one hand and adverse conditions of drought and floods on the other, this conference demanded patta rights to the girijans tilling the land, remunerative prices for cotton produce and execution of drought relief programmes.
Under the able leadership of Ryotu Coolie Sangham (RCS) the tribals had been fighting many land occupation struggles, tendu leaf struggles, wage increase struggles and has remarkable concrete achievements to their credit (See "Stir in Chandrapur forest”/ ‘Vanguard September 1983).
Since November he propaganda about the conference was carried on war footing. Sixty Radical students campaigned for a fortnight in the interior” villages.     Twenty five tribal women and forty men formed into ten squads, campaigned in many a gond hamlets in the thick forests and in the villages of not only Adilabad, but also in the nearby villages of Maharashtra They also collected funds for the conference.

In order to create contradictions among the tribals, the state and the ruling classes propagated viciously that Marathi peasants and lambadas are the cause for gond's suffering and backwardness. The tribals educated by the RCS, understood clearly that the landlords, moneylenders, forest officials and police, to whichever region they belong to are the root-cause of exploitation.
Thousands of girijans, from Ahiri and Sironcha attended the conference, giving ample evidence of the unity and mutual understanding and trust between the tribals of various ethnic origins. Mr. Eknath Salve, advocate and President of Committee for Protection of Democratic Rights (CPDR) Chandrapore district unit, and Aawahan Natya Manch (Maharashtra) brought with them the solidarity message of the Marathi peasants. '

Com. Hanumantha Rao, President of GRCS Adilabad unit, who went to police station seeking permission for holding public meeting and procession was arrested and implicated in the "encounter" death of Com. Aathrarn Ashok. The police taking cue from ABVP goondas raided on student hostels and arrested many Radical students. In a couple of places the police even resorted to firing on organizers, who escaped tactful] y unhurt. The police in a futile attempt to foil the conference, erected barricades on the roads from Nirmal, Luxettipet etc. leading to Adilabad, kept a vigil, stopped and checked vehicles to obstruct people from reaching Adilabad. The police even threatened tribals that Indravelli massacre would be repeated and forced them to abstain from the conference. However, more than 10,000 peasants reached Adilabad by trekking through forests and hills for two days and more, walking ten to fifty kilometres. Men, women, old people, and children attended the conference defying the police threats. The conference venue was named as Indravelli Nagar and hall as Com. Aathrarn Ashok Hall. The conference started with flag hoisting by Mannur gond peasant, Com Dev. Rao. Songs paying homage to martyrs were sung in gond and telugu languages Then Mr Eknath Salve in his inaugural speech explained the existing conditions and urged the people to struggle for their just rights. He also expressed solidarity with the movement. The manifesto of RCS was discussed and adopted. Com. Ganji Rama Rao, President of APRCS, presented the GRCS activities report. A district executive headed by Corns Hanumantha Rao and Katti, President and General Secretary respectively was formed.

Fifteen thousand peasants in a procession went through the streets of Adilabad town. Carts decorated with red flags also joined the procession, which culminated into a large public meeting, addressed by Mr. Eknath Salve, Coms. Ganji Rama Rao, VV (Vara Vara Rao), the present Secretary of RWA, Jagan, State Secretary of RYL. The meeting concluded after a three-hour cultural programme performed by AP Jana Natya Mindali and Aawahan Natya Manch (Maharashtra).
The Conference through its Political resolutions, discussion on manifesto and speeches focused on the tribal struggles based on the "Land to the tiller", a programme of Agrarian Revolution, which in turn is the axis of New Democratic revolution. All mass struggles — struggles for land, on nationality question etc., should merge with the New Democratic Revolution.
The tribals movement of Adilabad today underwent a radical change under the leadership of CPI (M'L) (People's War). Today sickle and hammer replaced the traditional tribal emblem—crescent moon—and let us hope they march towards New Democratic Revolution in India. 
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