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The Communist Party of Australia (Marxist-Leninist) joins comrades around the word in
mourning the death of Comrade Dr. G. N. Saibaba, an outstanding fighter for the liberation
of the Indian people.

The wheelchair-bound Saibaba, who was 90% disabled due to a childhood bout with polio, was
undergoing treatment at Nizam’s Institute of Medical Sciences in Telangana’s Hyderabad district,
where he was admitted 10 days ago due to ill health. His aides said he suffered a heart attack
around 8 pm and was declared dead by doctors at the hospital at 8:30 pm.

Dr. Saibaba, who had been employed at Delhi University and had long campaigned for the
rights of the poor and working masses of India, was arrested on May 9, 2014 for alleged ties to the
Communist Party of India (Maoist) and involvement in activities deemed as waging war against
the nation. His arrest came under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act.

At that time, Dr. Saibaba was convenor of the ‘Forum Against War On People’ against Oper-
ation Green Hunt, the military campaign against the armed fighters of the Maoist Party.

Dr Saibaba was acquitted by the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court on March 5 of
this year, nearly 10 years after he was first arrested. The Bombay High Court found that the
prosecution had not proved its case beyond reasonable doubt. Of course, the real cause for his
acquittal was the campaign, Indian and international, that had been waged for his release.

Speaking of his ten years in gaol, Dr. Saibaba said: “Prison is a microcosm of the external
world, where all the societal evils are even more pronounced than outside.”

“Caste-based discrimination is rampant in prison, and works are assigned based on the caste
of inmates. In fact, assignment of jobs based on caste is mentioned in the jail manual too,” Dr
Saibaba said.

The amended Prisons Act 1894 allows ‘mild bodily torture’ as a means to control and discipline
prisoners. While there is no way one can protest against such a system except through a hunger
strike, even that would yield no result unless amplified by voices outside the prison.

Under the pretext of mild torture, all prisoners are beaten up upon arrival without reason. The
only exceptions are gangsters, politicians of repute and ‘Naxal cases’, Dr Saibaba said.

We express our deepest condolences to the family, friends and comrades of the outstanding
fighter for freedom, Dr Saibaba.
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