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PRrRESENT FINANCIAL CRIsIS & THE IMPENDING GREAT D EPRESSION

Arvind

FTER the crash of all the five major international system upon which the world  Sub-prime mortgages are loans given

investment banks in the USA inwas organised in the last decadgs for purchase of property without any
Septemberas we go to the press theéAccording to the LUGANO Report, a security of the purchasé&uch loans which
newspapers reported on November 23 thaecret research document time' future of were a mere 5% ($ 35 billion) in 1994 reached
the USs lamgest bank, Citicorp, went the global economy and ttieee-market a massive 20% ($ 600 billion) by 2006.
bankrupt and was bailed out by thesysterh commissioned by the major global  This demand helped fuel housing price
government. Not only that, it is alsopowers and written by an anonymousncreases and consumer spending.
reported that the three major car companiésorking group’, the only way to save Between 1997 and 2008merican home
of the US, General Motors, Ford andWestern Civilizationfrom the oncoming prices increased by 124%. Some
Chrysler too are on the brink of collapsecrisis, is by a drastic reduction of thehomeowners used the increased property
These companies and banks have been fhepulation — in other words, massvalue experienced in the housing bubble
very pillars of thedAmerican economy and extermination and genocide!!! to refinance their homes with lower interest
financial system. Simultaneously this Though this may be an excessivelyates and take out second mortgages
month all the major economies of the worléilarming reaction, it was, defacto, theagainst the added value to use the funds
have reported negative growth in the lastolution after the Great Depression withor consumer spending. U.S. household
two quarters (i.e. a six month period) WWII taking a huge toll, on a scale nevedebt as a percentage of income rose to
Europe, Japan, USA and Russia are alread§tnessed before. The reality is that th@30% during 2007, versus 100% earlier in
in recession. Stock markets continue tbourgeois establishment has no solutiothe decadeAmericans spent $800 billion
crash throughout the world and what begaand with the US being at the very epicentgser year more than they earned. Household
with the bursting of the US housing bubblef the impending implosion, the tremors willdebt grew from $680 billion in 1974 to $14
is turning into a global economic andbe worldwide and no country or individualtrillion in 2008, with the total doubling since
financial disaster of the type not seen sinogill remain unaffected. Those tied to the2001. During 2008, the average U.S.
the Great Depression of the 1930s. Nevé&tS economylike India, will be the most household owned 13 credit cards, and 40
before in the last 80 years have there besrriously affected. percent of them carried a balance, up from
a crisis of such magnitude. Let us first look at the dynamics of theg percent in 1970.

Onthe last occasion it toolkorldWar  crisis in the US which was triggered by the  Speculation in real estate was a
to pull the economies out of the crisis anturst of the housing bubble and the suleontributing factarDuring 2006, 22% of
the death of over 2 crore people. This timprime crisis. Then we will come to its impacthomes purchased (1.65 million units) were
what will this much glamorized capitalistworldwide and finally the political forinvestment purposes, with an additional
system gift to the people of the worMMl  repercussions and the possible way out14% (1.07 million units) purchased as

it be a holocaust of a different kind? Present crisis in the USA & vacation homes. During 2005, these figures
During the last such crisis even a\NorId were 28% and 12%, respectivelly other
country like the US witnessed hunger words, nearly 40% of home purchases

marches in the 1930s and we witnessed the 1N€Sub-prime mortgage crisisis an  (record levels) were not primary residences.
rise of the monsters, Hitler and MussolinPngoing financial crisis triggered by a  The crisis began with the bursting of the
and the fascist terrokt that time there was Significant decline in housing prices andnjted States housing bubble and high
a Soviet State which helped the world€lated mortgage payment defaults angefault rates on “sub-prime” andijustable
people to fight back the horrors associatef@reclosures (i.e. seizure of properties bgate Mortgages (ARM i.e. interest rates
with that crisis of capitalism; today we daPanks) in the United States. This causeddependent on the market), beginning in
not have even that. ripple effect across the financial marketgpproximately 2005-2006. Government
According to a report “Global systemicand global banking systems, asolicies for several years prior to the crisis
crisis Alert” which toured the world in investments related to housing pricegncouraged higher risk lending practices.
February 2006, saysthat we are now declined significantly in value, placing theFurther an increase in loan incentives such
resolutely stepping into an era with nchealth of key financial institutions andas easy initial terms and a long-term trend of
historical precedent. Our researchersgovernment-sponsored enterprises at risksing housing prices had encouraged
insisted on that many times in the last twbunds available for personal and businessrrowers to take on difficult mortgages in
years: any comparison with the previouspending (i.e., liquidity) declined asthe belief they would be able to quickly
crises of our modern economy would b&nancial institutions tightened lendingrefinance at more favorable terms. However
fallacious. Itis neither a remake of the 192@ractices. The crisis, which has roots in thence interest rates began to rise and housing
crisis, nor a repetition of the 1970s oilclosing years of the 20th century but haprices started to drop moderately in 2006—
crises nor 1987 stock market crisis. It idbecome more apparent throughout 2002007 in many parts of the U.S., refinancing
truly a global systemic crisis, that is to sayand 2008, has passed through variodsecame more difficult. Defaults and
a crisis affecting the entire planet andstages exposing pervasive weaknessesforeclosure (seizure of properties by the
guestioning the very foundations of théhe global financial system. banks) activity increased dramatically as
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easy initial terms on interest and repaymettbe crisis have been dramatic. Between dssets worth $ 639 billion and 25,000
expired, home prices failed to go up adanuary and 11 October 2008, owners @mployees worldwide. This was followed
anticipated, and\RM interest rates resetstocks in U.S. corporations had sufferedly the collapse of all the 5 main investment
higher Foreclosures accelerated in thabout $8 trillion in losses, as their holdingbanks of the US which disappeared
United States in late 2006 and triggered declined in value from $20 trillion to $12overnight. Lehman Bros went bust, Bears
global financial crisis through 2007 and 2008rillion. Losses in other countries haveStains (had already collapsed in March
During 2007, nearly 1.3 million U.S. housingaveraged about 40%. Losses in the sto@008) and Merrill lynch (founded in 1914)
properties were subject to foreclosurgnarkets and housing value declines placgere taken over by banks and Morgan
activity, up 79% from 2006. further downward pressure on consumestanley (founded in 1824) and Goldman
The value of all outstanding USspending; a key engine for economié&achs (founded in 1869) were converted
mortgages, owed by households tgrowth. into regular banks. 20% of the share capital
purchase residences, was US$9.9 trillion as Financial institutions from around theof Morgan Stanley was taken over by the
of year end 2006, and US$10.6 trillion as ovorld have recognized sub-prime-relatedapanese Mitsubishi Bank. On Sept" 16
midyear 2008As of August 2008, 9.2% of losses and write-downs exceeding U.S. $50Americas biggest insurance compahiG
all mortgages outstanding were either iillion as of August 2008; the total is (American International Group founded in
default or in foreclosure. 936,439 USexpected to be $2 to $ 3 trillion. Profits af919), was also on the brink of bankruptcy
residences completed foreclosure betwedhe 8,533 U.S. banks insured by the FDIGut was bailed out by the US government
August 2007 and October 2008. In othefleclined from $35.2 billion to $646 million Pumping in $ 85 billion.
words about one million people lost thei(89%) during the fourth quarter of 2007  Already till September 2008 saw 81
houses in those 15 months. versus the prior yeadue to soaring loan corporations in the US file for bankruptcy
To understand the spiralingfedt of defaults and provisions for loan losses. Mith the Lehman Bros being the largest in
the housing crisis we must understand th#¢as the worst bank quarterly performanc¥/S history In July 2008 itself the US
these housing mortgages were repackagé.tmce 1990. For all of 2007, these bank\é’!t”essed.the ninth biggest bankruptcy
as financial instruments and sold agarmned approximately $100 billion, dowrivith the failure of Indy Mac Bank (asset
derivatives to other banking and insuranca1% from a record profit of $145 billion in value of $ 32 billion), the largest mortgage
companies around the world. Financiaf006. Profits declined from $35.6 billion tolender in the US. In early September the
products called mortgage-backed securitiéil9.3 billion during the first quarter of 2008government sponsored_mortgage agencies
(MBS), which derive their value from Versus the prior yeaa decline of 46%. Freddie M.ac and Fannie Mae (greated in
mortgage payments and housing prices, The financial sector began to feel thé970), which had and outstanding of $ 5
had enabled financial institutions andsonsequences of this crisis in February 20dyillion in- MBS (mortgage backed
investors around the world to invest in thavith the $10.5 billion write-down of HSBC, Securities), were the first to go bankrupt
U.S. housing market. Major Banks andvhich was the first major CDO or MBO and were nationalized by the government.
financial institutions had borrowed andlated l0ss to be reported. During 2007, 4 1ate September the USgighth lagest
invested heavily in MBS and reported®ast 100 mor'Ejgadge companies either Sﬁgﬁgg}waﬁréﬂ?toxeﬂftggaﬁ?j;?ta\ﬂuvig
i il own, suspended operations or were sold. '
gslsfju?)flzggg?mmately US$435 billion ag'op management has not escapekbought over by J.Florgan Chase for a
The resulting securities are callecdinscathed, as the CEOs of Merrifirich 3919 In mid October yet another major US
. d Citi f d i ithinPank,Wachovia Bank (founded in 1879),
mortgage backed securities (MBS) an@"d Citigroup were forced toresign within * t savi dl tion i
collateralized debt obligations (CDO). Mos Week of each othevarious institutions © larges: savings and foan association in

; the United States, went bust and was
American mortgages are now held byellowed up with merger deals. bought up bywells Fago.
mortgage pools, the generic term for MBS he Great September/ The financial collapse in the US greatly

and CDOs. Of the $10.6 trillion of USOctober 2008 Crash impacted the European financial system
residential mortgages outstanding as of |twas a domino affect. First the burstingvhich had invested heavily in the US
midyear 2008, $6.6 trillion were held byof the housing bubble leading to themortgage market. Initially the companies
mortgage pools and $3.4 trillion bycollapse of banks that invested in mortgagesffected were those directly involved in
traditional depository institutions. then the collapse of financial institutions thahome construction and mortgage lending
Investors in MBS and CDOs can insur¢eavily invested in the mortgage relateguch as Northern Rock (UK) and
against credit risk by buying Credit default§inancial instruments; then with the collapseCountrywide Financial.
swaps (CDS)As mortgage defaults rose,of the credit market and liquidity and a  Northern Rock was nationalized by the
the likelihood that the issuers of CDS wouldesulting drop in peoplepurchasing power British government on Feb. 17 2008. By
have to pay their counter parties increasethe beginning of the collapse of the ‘realearly October the British government
This created uncertainty across the systeffimanufacturing) economy pumped in $ 150 billion into the bank to
as investors wondered if CDS issuers The financial downturn became acutesave it from collapse. On Sept."ihe
would honor their commitmentst is  with the collapse of the investment baniScottish Bank HBOS was taken over by
estimated that the losses in the swaps|.ehman Brothers on Sept 14, ‘08. Lehmahloyds to save it from collapse. On Sept
market is over $ 50 trillion. Bros, a pillar of the US financial 29" British Bank Bradford & Bingley was
Effects on global stock markets due t@stablishment, was established in 1844 hahtionalized by the UK government.
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decades back. Money has been recycled
and turned around so that loans were taken
against assets or investments. In turn these
led to an increasing spiral of loans by way
of derivatives so that the financial economy
became much lger than the real economy
The bubble of the derivative market grew
and grew particularly in these past six
years. There is no estimate of losses in these
so-called ‘toxic assets’ but the defaults in
swaps alone is estimated at $ 60 trillion.
Five years back)arren Bufet (the richest
man in the world), described derivatives as
“financial weapons of mass destruction,
carrying dangers that, now latent, are
potentially lethal.

So the losses involved are so gigantic
— ! that even these huge bail-outs may just

== touch the tip of the iceberg of debts,

defaults, losses, etc. The meltdown in the
financial sector has already begun to impact

N AT AT Do
VICTING WD SHONS MS&%M" the industrial sector with major companies
recording heavy drop in sales, growing

Dexia, a European bank, reputed to baffected by the losses; it is the people whgyyentories and rising losses. Rising
the world's biggest lender to localhave put their savings who are mosgnemployment and wage cuts are shrinking
governments had to be rescued. Fortis, oseriously affected. Till end October the totajhe market further intensifying the crisis of
of the biggest European banks, has beéail-out package by US and Europeagyer-production. Global output of mines and
nationalized in bits and pieces by Hollandgovernments is a massive $ 2 trillion (i-eindustry have already fallen 2% since
Belgium and Luxemburg. Germany haslouble Indias entire GDRf $ 1 trillion in - january It is expected that by mid-2009
rescued mortgage lender Hypo Real Esta#$07-08).After much debate and a neagpout 4 lakh jobs will be lost in the financial
for $ 60 billion and earlier rescuédest LB. ~ collapse of the US stock exchange, the USector worldwide; the ILO says that the world
Iltaly had to suspend trading in its largestenate passed a $ 700 bail-out packagguld loose 20 million (2 crores) jobs by the
bank, Unicredit, to stave off panic. The(lndia's budget for 2008-09 is a mere $ 18and of next yeaCar and truck sales in the
Irish government has guaranteed all barfllion); the British government put forward Us have plummeted 30%. Car and truck sales
depositors to stem panic. Icelandiajor 6 @ $ 865 billion package; France $ 491 billiofn the US in the first half of 2008 were down
banks have gone bust and the governme#ftd Germany $681 billion. The US bail ouhalf a million to 1.7 million from 2.2 million in
had to suspend trading in most and h&@mes on top of $85 billion to rescBE>  2007. The big three automakers in the US,
nationalized one. Governments hav@nd the plan to spend $200 billion to shorgeneral Motors, Ford and Chryslere
bought stakes in banks of Britain, Belgiunt'P Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. But thalready making heavy losses. GM lost $18
and Holland. The German government algroblems are not getting solved and as Wsillion in the first half of 2008 after making
took the unusual step to provide guarante¥® 10 the press (N@7) the US government heavy losses last yedis company that
to all private savings accounts in Germafiinounced yet another gigantic bail oulas for decades the largest company in the
Banks. Similar steps were taken by GreecBackage of $800 billion. _ _ world, heading the Fortune ranking, for
Denmark andwustria. It is reported that the But according to econpmlsts this d_O?Siecades is now on the verge of bankruptcy
European banks have been as badly hit nat even touch the massive losses hittingnd is seeking mger with Chrysler

the US banks. the financial world; not to mention its  The US is a gigantic consumer of goods
) ) ) growing impact on industry andand large numbers of countries have been
The Gigantic Bail Outs manufacturing. The US housing bubblalependent on the US for its exports. The

Unlike the earlier Great Depression, onitself is estimated to have losses of $ 8lowdown in the US economy has already
this occasion the governments had pumpedllion and stock exchanges around théadly affected countries dependent on the
in gigantic amounts of funds to prop up thevorld have lost 40% of their value duringus for their markets, including Indiafter
crumbling financial systerThis is nothing the year leading to the evaporation odll, the US consumer last year spent a huge
but the utilization of tax-payer's money to trillions of dollars. But the worst affected$ 9.5 trillion, compared to $ 1 trillion in China
rescue big business. The much hypedare the main sphere of the speculativand a mere $ 600 billion in India. Asia
privatization mantrais being discarded for market, the derivatives whose market haasxports represent 43% of the pan-regional
nationalization. It entails nothing but grown to the astronomical figure of $ 531GDR most of which goes to the UBbday
privatization of profits; nationalization of trillion (40 times the US GDP) from $ 106 after years of following imperialist dictates
losses.The corporate bosses are notrillion in 2002 and practically nil two 40% of Indias GDPcomes from imports and
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exports. The US is loosing jobs at a fast ratdecline on record. On Noy7" the Japanese earthquake is the largest economy of the
with 1,60,000 jobs lost in September alondszconomy Minister announced that thevorld — the United fates oAmerica.
taking the years total to 7, 60,00l this  nation was officially in recession. In Japaq :
) . . < Impact on India
will severely impact the economies of thesthe stock market has been so badly hit that . .
Take India for more details see the

Asian countries, including China. 75% of listed Japanese companies a%eII . el for all th ted
trading below their book value. Ollowing articlg), for all the exaggerate

Russias foreign exchange reserves of§ Ilaimj 0; tzle m/l _?_nd F dMOt hte k? Cot?lon';és
o ; . 0 billion dropped by as much as 50% iff, cady badly hit. 11en 0 ctober the b
coming in that the major economies arﬁjst the two months Sept and Oct and b hare index has fallen 60% since its all time

already in recession. Sept the RS stock index had plunged 54%) igh of 21,207 in Jan 2008 as the Flls have
The economy of the 15-nations sharing-he volatile situation of the Russianpulled out a massive $ 12 billion. On
the euro has slumped into recession for ﬂbG'conomy was compounded by its Centré\lovember 21it reached a 38-month low of
first time everwith the GDRalling by 0.2% Bank’s investment of $ 100 billion in the usS8:451. Real estate stocks have dropped by
in the second and third quarters (frapril mortgage market which is never likely to pe0% and Mutual Funds (where much of
to Sept) of 2008. Italg'GDPshrank 0.5%in o qvered. Spending on non-durable goOéigiddle-class savings are put) by 80%.
the third quarterThe Iceland krona has jjxa tood dropped at the sharpest rate sind®day of the 2,699 quoted companies half
declined by 40% against the euro in 2008, 19505 and disposable incomes dropp&€ below the book value. Due to the big
and has experienced an inflation of 140/‘by 8.7% in the third quartethe highest ever pull out of foreign funds not only has the
Icelands economy is expected to shrink b -e such records were keptin 1947. stock market crashed the rupee declined
as much as 10% this yealrelands In this ‘globalised’economy the by as much as 15% in the few weeks ending
economy reported a contraction of its GDR 5 ckward countries are bound to be thEctober 2008 to fall below the 50 mark.
by 1.5% in the first quarter of this year,, st hit All have been so inextricably tied Exports have already been badly hit
Germanys economy contracted in both th"i‘;p and dependent on foreign capital th&iven that foreign trade and service
second and third quarters putting it ins sydden withdrawal has not only badhpomprisesélo% of our GD8o, for example,
official recession. Francg'economy was pit the stock exchanges but also credihere has been a 50% drop in iron ore
expected to decline by 0.1% in both th@yailability. In addition all these countries€XPOrts sincéugust leading to a pile up
third and fourth quarters, also putting it igre heavily tied up with the imperialists forof 4 million tones at the ports. Prices have
recession. UKs economy is one of the not only marketing but also production. Ircrashed from $ 140 a tone three months back
worst hit with it shrinking by 0.5% in the agja just exports comprise 43% of the GDO $ 85 per tondata $eel has been regularly
third quarterThe pound fell to below $1.53 3ng vast sectors of the economy ar@0sing its plantifatanagar since the last
in end Octobeiits biggest drop in 37 yearsjnyolved in outsourcing products, part§wo months. Drop in cement orders has led
and is at its weakest since 1971znd services for the TNCs. So we see thiEtACC laying of 25% of it staf. Small textile
Woolsworth, the giant retail chain with 800y a| three spheres — capital, productiofifms are collapsing and over 4 lakh garment
stores, is bankrupt and to be sold for ongnd marketing — the backward countrie¥orkers are likely to be thrown out in the
pound due to a mountain of debt it hagre highly dependent on the imperialishext few months due to cancellation of
accumulated. Marks & Spencers, the othefconomies and the TNCs. The impact igxport orders. It has already suffered losses
big retailer has slashed prices by 20% t®ound to be devastating here. This i8f Rs.400 crores since January due to a
remove stockpiles. already visible in the crashes in the stocRiassive hike in prices of cotton yarn and
The US economy shrank 0.3% in thexchange, drop in foreign exchang®therinputs. The Tirupur textile hub alone
third quarterin Canada the GDshrank by reserves, weakening of their currenciedVill loose 50,000 jobs in the next six months
0.5% in the first two quarters (Jan to Jungrop in export orders and resultingds 25% of its units will shut down.
08). Giant bankruptcies continue, the latesinemployment, etc. Even in China its tradeudhianas hosiery manufacturers and
being Citicorp, the largest US bank, whicksurplus fell by 11% since January and it§xporters have already lost 30% of their
was finally bailed out by the government agrowth rate is expected to come down tbusiness due to the meltdown seriously
a huge cost of $ 400 billion. One of the7.5% from the 10-12% it normally hadso ~ affecting the 35 lakh workers (15 lakh
biggest US airlines, Deltair Lines, was 70 Asia-focused hedge funds have closeghigrant) involved in the industrin Meerut
bought over by another airline, to save ilown since Januaryrhe ten member over 20% of the 30,000 gold artisans (mostly
from collapse. General Motors, after pilingASEAN countries have set up a fund tdengalis) have gone home. In Surat 20% of
up losses over the last two years angushion the crisis. Of the total fund Chindhe diamond units have closed down and
attempts at continuous restructuring, is als@ 80 billion), Japan and South Korea wilthose that remain have less work. They have
going the same wayoday its share value contribute 80%. been affected by the drop in exports and
is down to zero and is on the verge of In the first week of October globalrise in costs of raw diamonds with the rupee
bankruptcy There is no end to the crisiscommodity prices recorded their biggestalling against the dollarin Mumbais
which has hit the US econontfye epicenter weekly fall in over 50 years. Prices are dowsprawling slum, Dharavi, export of leather
of the present worldwide depression. by over 30% since July and are still fallingbelts have dropped from 70,000 per month
The Japanese economy declined by So the crisis has already spread to dib 3,000 per month.
0.7% in the second quartevhile exports countries and all spheres of the economy Besides this, badly hit will be all the
to the US dropped 21.8%, the biggesBut the epicentre of this financialBPOs, IT enabled services and those

Depression Looms Large
As we go to the press reports are
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dependent on foreign orders for thei
survival.Already many are facing closure
and those that survive are cutting job
salaries and perks at a fast rate. India
airlines industry like JeAirways first
retrenched on a big scale and later too
back the staff with salaries cut to a factio
of what they earlier gpASSOCHAM, a
top association of the business house
has said in a report dated Oct.31 08 the
Indian companies will slash 25% of their
workforce “to sustain operations”. It said
that layoffs, to begin with, will be in the
seven key industrial segments — steel
cement, ITenabled services/BPOs,
financial & brokerage services,
construction, real estate and aviation.
And this is just the beginning. So far
savings have not been hit particularly
except in Mutual Funds as nationalizec
banks have not had significant exposur
abroad. But ICICI Bank has been badly hi
and there is strong possibility of bank anc
insurance failures, particularly in the private
sector with those tied up with TNCs. The
ravages of the worldwide depression will
hit countries like India badly as the
imperialists will seek to push the burden of M
that crisis on the backward countries
Already thedalal Finance Minister has |
announced a slew of measures the.

Increases epormoqsly the CONCESSIONS, 1 nes were made on a scale never segissidence was labeled ‘terrorist’ and
given to foreign capitals we 90 to the in the history of capitalism; of course, in thecallously dispensed with. Once so branded,
press he announces that drast.|c C.hang\?/’z‘tke of immense impoverisation, with theone ceased to be human, it was as though a
are to be made 'r.]th's. sphere. This will .onlyich-poor gap also becoming the widest evelangerous insect had been crushed. The
aggravate the situation furthghpugh " 1t was even portrayed as “the end opoverty stricken masses too were a non-
may he|p the big |_ndustr|aI|s.ts andhistory", as though the ‘golden’ capitalistentity in this make-believe world.

financiers — both Indian and foreign. era is here for ever and socialism relegated But now the fantasy world of the neo-

Crisis of Neo-liberalism; only to history text books. Even welfare wadiberal bubble has burst; and burst in a way

Keynesianism no Answer now privatized with a massive mushroominghat it is unlikely to re-gain for long.
The Great Depression of the 1930s waf NGOs funded by the moneybags and thideanwhile it will pull down with it millions

finally pulled out of its crisis aftaiorldWar ~ State. more into the mire and suck away lives in

Il together with Keynesian formulas of state Growth rates grew compared to the erkakhs.With one financial bubble after the
intervention (nationalization) and the welfare®f the 1970s and that became the irreversibtgher bursting the theoreticians of neo-
state. In those days it also had to conterddibi for the neo-liberal theoreticiandnd  liberalism have no answers and seem totally
with a powerful socialist camp. But with thewith it was accompanied the gigantic leapkelpless in the face of the continuing
temporary collapse of socialism worldwiden communication technology in the form ofcollapse of pillar after pillar of the financial
and the retreat of national liberatiorthe computerinternet, cell phonélV, etc establishment. The gods of power and
movements and a persisting economic crisi§at gave it the glamour of a scientifiowealth are tumbling down.

since the mid-1970s, the neo-liberal formulagievitability. The high profile media All these crisies and bursting of
were pushed to the fore. Reaganisnortrayed none of the misery below théubbles since the 1970s are, at its roots,
Thatcherism, et al became the fashion arsdirface and only promoted the world otrises of over-production. Due to levels of
Keynesianism, nationalization were muchvealth and glamouirhe middle class was extreme exploitation, markets for
ridiculed, not to mention the socialistorainwashed with this continuouscommodities have scarcely grown while
alternative. The 1990s saw neo-liberdbombardment, and a section even got grofits and capital accumulation have sky-
economic polices peak where the market wapportunity to eat off some crumbs from theocketed. This is clear even from the
the new god that determines everythingmperialist/comprador table. The smallesFortune 500 listings each year which show
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negligible growth in sales. So, theof the capitalist mode of production itself World Bank, giving gigantic returns to the
accumulated profits has no outlet iriThe roots of the crisis lie in the capitalisinvestors and pushing these countries into
industry and the manufacturing sectorssystem itself for which there is no solutiordeeper and deeper debt. Enormous profits
That is why much of the accumulatedyithin it. The only real solution to revive thewere not only made through charging
surplus has gone into the financial sectoreconomy is through the very overthrow ofnterest, but devaluation of the currencies
in the form of third world debt, and thenthe system and its replacement with thend making the loans conditional to extract
into speculation and realestate, creating thcialist alternative maximum tribute from the preithin a
bubble economies. Why?To answer this let us go into thedecade the loot was so acute that most of

They have just their standard fiscahistory and dynamics of the present crisithese countries were pushed to bankruptcy
answers — reduction of interest rates iand see if there is any answer within thand, in fact, many of the loans had to be
their main tool: to increase liquidity (i.e.system. rescheduled. This period, though it had
money for capitalists) and make available. . . . minor recoveries, witnessed regular
easy credit for the people to spend anErISIS of Over-pr_odycﬂon economic crises as in 1973, 1979, 1985, 1987,
revive the slumping market. But it is not nder_nlf: to Capitalism/ and 1992. It also witnessed the bubble like
working. On Oct 9, for the first time ever Mperialism growth of the Japanese economy (which
several Central Banks acted in concert to The Great depression of the 1930s wasriefly began to be a challenge to the US),
stem the market panic. The US Fed cu¢llowed by the world warThe post-war and then its bust in 1989, from which it is
interest rates by 50 basic points to 1.5%ears saw a relative boom in the worldwidget to recover
while the European Central Bank cueconomy with the US at the centre. Butin  The 1990s and the present centaury
interest rates from 4.25% to 3.75%. Théhe 1970s the world economy once agawitnessed what came to be called
Bank of England and the Central banks dflipped into crisis, marked by the oil shockglobalization as the solution for their
Canada, Sweden, Switzerland and Chim&moval of the gold standard (against thendemic crisis since the 1970s. Now the
also cut interest rates within seconds afollar), perennially slow (or even negativesurplus generated through capital
each other growth rates, etc. accumulation, unable to find a growing

But this was not able to stem the rot. This crisis that began in the 1970s hasarket (except for the opening up of China)
The collapse of the banks, financiatontinued with intermittent brief recoveriesyesorted to two means: massive Mergers &
institutions and now even the industriatight up to todayThe crisis of over Acquisitions, on a scale never seen before
giants continue. Interest rates wer@roduction which is endemic to thecreating giant conglomerates; second,
reduced further and now in the US the rateapitalist system results from the intrinsigesorting to high levels of speculation and
stands at 1% and in Japan at 0.2%. On Neentradiction of the capitalist seeking tdinacialisation of the surplus being
6" England once again slashed intereshaximize profits (and capital accumulationgenerated through the real econofityis
rates, this time by as much as 1.5% to brirtprough depressing wages to the maximumvas facilitated by the technology boom in
it to 3% — a 53-year low possible. Continuous capital accumulatiosomputers, internet, etc.

In desperation they have thrown all theidemands continuous growth of the market As Raymond Lotta said in an article on
neo-liberal theories to the winds ands the capital has to be invested somewhetee net:When we speak of capitalist
governments have intervened with giganti¢otherwise it is not capital, but mereaccumulation, we are referring to the
bail-our packages to rescue the banksjoney); but markets are always restrictedompetitive production of surplus value
investment institutions and evendue to the depression of the wages arnthe source of profit) based on the
companies. This is defacto resorting to thlew purchasing power of the masses. It isxploitation of wage labor; and the
much abused ‘nationalizatiorAs long as this contradiction that leads to regular criegivestment and reinvestment of profit on
they were making huge profits, privatizatiorof over-production The capitalists can onlyan expanding, cost-cheapening, and
was themantrg now when they are making operate within this limited framework, buttechnologically more productive basis.
losses and are in fact collapsing it is back @re unable to resolve this contradiction. When we speak of “financialization,”
nationalization. But this KeynesianThis results in regular crises and in the erge are referring to three particular features
alternative is no real solution; it is a mer@fimperialism the Great Depressions.  of the larger structure of capitalist
palliative to give immediate relief. The social ~ So with the crisis setting in in the 1970siccumulation in this period of imperialist
democrats and the CPI/CPM type socialisthere was a drop in the purchasing powejlobalization: a) the growing political and
may harp on these alternatives but they witf the people as all crises are accompanie@&onomic power of the financial layers of
have to explain the earlier failures of thévy rising unemployment, wage freeze, etahe capitalist class; b) the vast expansion
Keynesian model of the 1960s resulting 8o the capital being accumulated has ngf financial activities and of financial
the crisis which began in the 1970s, and stidlutlet in the manufacturing sector for reservices, like organizing and financing
continuesAlso they will have to explain the investment. So it sought other paths in theorporate takeovers, insuring investments
collapse of the Soviet Union (after capitalissphere of pure finance. In the 1980s thggainst risk, creating new financial
restoration) and those of the then Eastigh levels of capital accumulation,instruments, etc.—activities in which profit-
European countries — all of which were builspecifically thrown up by the petrodollarsmaking involves the siphoning,
on a powerful state sector found a new outlet in lending to the thirdcentralization, and reinvestment of surplus

The present crisis which is reminiscenivorld. Through the 1980s this went on, ovalue through financial channels; and c)
of the Great depression is a systemic probleanhuge scale helped along by the IMF anghe increasing separation of finance from
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production.

This process of financialization has.u,-,__
gone the furthest in the United States, ar- = |
it is a major factor in U.S. imperialis»’ = =+ |
ability to preserve and extend its domlnanc"""‘“"-'ﬁ_.__'k__h i
in international financial markets. o i

Financialization is also a means throug 1
which wealth, and effective control over__““'-'- =
productive forces is centralized by the
imperialist countries—even as productiot
has grown more geographically disperse
and increasingly carried out within sutfm?ﬁi?ﬁr*@ﬁ—
contractual networks in thehird World. L

Financialization involves efforts to
squeeze out more “value” from alread)
created value. One measure of this is that
2006, the daily volume of trading in foreign
exchange markets and in derivative D
(financial instruments) added up to $11. '
trillion—which almost equals the annual ____-58
value of global merchandise exports the
year In terms of the shifts in the structure oi Pt
the U.S. economyhe financial sectts share This fragile situation was sustainable as lontjie 1930s. But even in the boom years of
of total corporate profits has risen from &s the dollar maintained its supremacthe 1990s there was the crisis of 1997 (S.E.
percentin 1950 to 31 percentlastyear resulting in large inflows form other Asia and Russia as centre), the bursting of

So here the surplus value generated frooountries (with most govts. holding theirthe internet bubble of 1999 (share prices of
the real economy was circulated again amgserves in dollars — the largest today ithe dot com companies increased
again around the globe in the sphere dhat of China). If the collapse of the USastonomically overnioght and then crashed
speculation, giving astronomical profits tdfinancial institutions is accompanied by théeading to the collapse of hundreds of these
the owners of the capital. But it was a bubblall of the supremacy of the dollar (which isupstart dot com companies), and the
and had inevitably to burst as it had no solidvaled by the euro) and shifting of reservesecession of 2001. So, since the 1970s the
base to it. Market expansion in the US wat® another country the fragility of the UScrises continued with brief periods of
sought not by hiking wages but by pushingconomy will result in total collapse. But withrecoveryin many cases artificially created
the entire populace into debt througlit, it will pull down other economies of the through fiscal manipulations and creation
excessive credit — housing mortgagesyorld, so that is whyas yet, no one wantsof bubbles. This has now imploded on their
credit cards, etc. The US also became thie disturb the existing equilibrium by face in a crisis, the magnitude of which is
most indebted country (in Oct. 2008 tharansferring their dollar reserves. incomparable to the other downturns since
external debt reached the gigantic figure of The crisis today is so deep that it ishe 1970s. Itis in essence the crisis of over-
$ 10 trillion) with the largest trade deficit. being compared to the Great Depression pfoduction, and all fiscal stimulation is
proving ineffective.

There is no solution within the
framework, but to survive the impending
chaos the imperialists and their agents
throughout the world will resort to horrors
of unbelievable proportions, including wars,
fascist massacres to quell the inevitable
revolts, levels of exploitation not recently
seen, etc. Such are the dismal days ahead,
not to mention the massive distress created
through the collapse of peoesavings,
earning capacity and purchasing pawer

The Only Alternative

There are reports that in Europe Marx’
writings have come onto the best-seller list.
Even rulers are referring to Marx to
understand the causes for the crisis. This
is quite natural as it was only Marx that
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gave a scientific understanding of théut history will traverse through to finally the revisionists of the CPI/CPM variety
capitalist system, building on the initialreach socialism and communism. In additiomind much reviled due to the reversals of
understanding put forth by people likene showed that history has shown negocialist systems the world ovén this
Adam Smith and Ricardo. No doubtsociety transformed from one to the nexpist century communism must learn from
capitalism has changed its form in this erpeacefully it always came through bloodythe negative experiences of the past and
of imperialism (scientifically explained by battles as the rulers of the old do nofncorporate all that is positive with a new
Lenin) but the laws of its functioning remairnvoluntarily give up their benefits without acreativity to catapult society into a real
in tact. The understanding of these lawsitter struggle. They did not wage worldparadise that we all seek. For the present
will not only give an understanding to thevars for nothing. They resorted even tqhere is utmost necessity to fight the big
present crisis (with all its newgenocide when their interests werepack the big attacks being launched on
manifestations of financialisation, etc) buthreatened. Numerous examples are thet@e peoples living standards by the
also the limitations to the solution withinin history and contemporary Iraq is yetcapitalists/imperialists worldwide. There is
the existing system. another example. also a dire need to organise powerful
But Marx not only gave a scientific ~ So amidst this chaos sanity and peaggommunist (Maoist, not revisionist)
understanding of capitalism but also put itan only be brought by overthrowing theparties, for it is only they that can
in historical perspective. Through aexisting system and replacing withwithstand the impending fascist attacks
scientific understanding of history he tracedomething that is more humane angnd show the light to a beautiful new
its evolution from feudalism and itsrational — socialism. In backwardfuture. Marxism is once again getting a
inevitable transition to socialism.countries like India it will have to passnew life, let us spread its scientific and
Through his understanding of history fromthrough two phases but the direction igevolutionary teachings widely so that the
earliest times to now he showed that witthe same in all countries of the worldmasses can get to the truth and understand
capitalism it is far from “the end of history” Communism has been much vulgarized bihe ongoing turmoil. Pt

Continued from page 13 impact of the serious crisis worldwide theéncreasing downswing. They expected till
points to infuse much needed liquidity inSEBI has lifted all restrictions on P Noteghe other day a 9% growth in 2009. The
to the system Business Economics,adainst securities, including derivatives, aslowdown in industrial performance has
October 16-31, 2008]. But all this infusionunderlying assets. The limit to PNs up tmow forced the RBI to ease interest rates to
of liquidity has failed to have sufficient 40% of the FliIs has also been done awasnprove liquidity and has lowered its overall
impact as it is nowhere sufficient and als@ith, in the name of strengthening liquiditygrowth forecast to around 7.5% for the
sales have drastically dropped and expdit the market. This has massiveurrent year from 8% estimated earlidre
orders have been drying up. ramifications for the market as the flight o MF report issued in end October 2008
The engine of the so-called growth wheguch capital could create a serious balanpeedicted that developed countries would
based on outsourcing incomes in the [pf payments crisis. PNs encouragée facing recession in 2009. The IMF
sector a huge boom in the real estatéultilayering, which will make it difficultto estimated the rate of global growth to slow
business with the Flls playing the major rolddentify the ultimate holder t0 0.2% in 2008 and further down to 0.09%
and pervasive waves of stock market boom In fact after the onset of the crisis thén 2009 And about Indies growth the IMF
with mysterious foreign investors’ support-M has acted to open up the economy evesstimate is that it would come down to 6.3%
etc, cannot sustain any economynore toforeign capital by doing away within 2009. In the age of globally linked
perpetually depending on the US and oth&urb on P Note, raising NRI interest angtconomies India can not stay afloat while
imperialist economies. The multitudinoug’ow Nov 25) announcing that it will the entire capitalist world is sinking.
links of dependency that deepened und@hnounce a series of drastic new policieBankruptcies, scandals, scams, meltdowns,
imperialist globalization, have shaken up théaking ‘reformseven further bailouts and trauma that have enveloped
Indian economy due to the grave financial The Finance minister.@hidambaram the centers of the capitalist/imperialist
crisis having its epicenter in the USA. and Prime Minister Manmohan Singhsystem cannot allow India, which has been
Fears of opening of flood gates for thelltimately haltingly admitted in the third dancing to the tune of imperialist
exit of Ells has of late made SEBI lift theweek of October 2008 that the Indiarglobalization leaders, to be immune.
restrictions on the issue of PNs by the Flignarkets would be indirectly affected by the  Itis a fact that the imperialist will try and
Under pressure from various circles, thglobal cash crunch. Like the Prime ministeshift the burden of their crisis on to the back
UPA government directed the SEBI inthe finance minister too lied on 1st Octoberof the third world countries like India, with
October 2007, to restrict Flls and their subthe Indian market is sound and there is nour comprador rulers faithfully bowing to
accounts from issuing/renewing ODIg'€ed to panic.” But the forthcomingtheir dictates. It is then not surprising that
(Offshore Derivative Instruments,€lection-oriented statements could noR.Chidambaram has been announcing
popularly known as P Notes). SEBI actegover up the depths of problems India haveoncession after concession to foreign
and made the Flls wind up their currenPeen reeling undeiThat India is also capital after the financial deluge began. Now
positions over 18 months. P Notes by theheading towards a recession is what thiee has promised the biggest opening up ever
could not exceed the 40% limit of an Flidndian cheerleaders fear to s@ullish What devastation it will entail for the country
asset managemerind now under the economists even do not to believe Inglia’and its people can only be imagineg. ¢
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Facts NaiL FALsE PrRoPAGANDA ON INDIA’S CRISIS FREE SITUATION

Dr. Gupta

ROM the finance minister 830.70 billion to 594.51 billion, DLF Group According toBusiness fld (3, November
Chdambaram to Prime Minsterfrom Rs.1.71 trillion to Rs.423.33 billion and’08) FlIs have taken out $12 billion this year
Manmohan Singh, all have been throwin@Vipro Group from Rs.566.16 billion to and more outflows are in the offing and
assurances of safety from the recession Rs.305.90 billion. (Business Economicsfresh capital inflows are drying up.
the Western capitalist economies.October 16-31, 2008)
Simultaneouslythe CPI (M) leaders have  According to Sunday India, 26, Octoper
been patting their own backs that the “Left2008 issue, Rs.1 trillion is the wealth erode .
alone could save India from the jeeringy the top ten listed Indian firms on BSE e are yet to learn the gravity of the
reaction of the entire capitalist world. Thuson market capitalization; and Flls withdrewProPIem in Indias banking sectoThe
in a round about wajtis implied that India Rs.37.62 billion from the market in one weedian government has not disclosed as
has developed its protective shield tén the middle of October yet the losses suffered by banks as a result
withstand the impact of the massive crisis It is wrong only to point out the greatOf th|s global C”S'S_R'ght now a.good. many
in the capitalist economies despite pursuinghock wave in the share markets in India 487€19" Panks are in operation in India with
the imperialist globalization policies.shown in the tumble down of the Sense@ considerable networkit home those
Presentation of such an optimist scenarifom about 20,000 point in February to abodPr/9n banks and insurance companies are
is not only false, it is misleading. 8,000 point in October end. For the past on nking and naturally the investors and
The IMF Chief, Mr Dominique §auss- year or more the much-talked about 1§EPOS1OrS In India will be thrown in dire
Kahn had this prediction in October 108percent growth as a measure of Ingligse straits. SlmultaneOUSthe non_banklng

“The financial crisis which started in they pe a global power has been forgotterﬁnuwal funds, various financial institutions

United States is more serious and Morgfation rate touched 12% in the whole saléfjmd big industrial concerns have been

global than it was a few weeks ago. Thgyarket while in the retail market, thet ready harg hr:t as theg op_erzljltz_m .It.?]e

risks and dangers are very high. Th&conomists suggest, the reality is more thér:urlr_ency and s fa:g_ mar gt§ nmn bla'k ©

economic environment is still worseningoos,. In other words real growth rate i a '_mgat%t '? E[Jr:l olding ?nt' ltmul-?t e tﬁpt

US woes will impact other economies anflegative as the growth rate is less than th]r;?dr_nln a the ?ﬁmu & :;/efjot on | ed

will require a global answef inflation. The current account deficit has. o o ¢ conomy 1S e resuitotextermnal an
There lies the fact of downswing of allyaan on the rise and now the forei nternal deformities.

Ign .. . .

the so-called developing economiessia o ; There is intense social pressure against
currency reserve has significantly dwindle g :

with tremors in the share markets and crisj y g y %he pro-globalization lobbyletermined to

So also the value of the Indian rupee ig ; ;
ini i troduce “reforms” in every crucial sector
in internal debt management. The crisis h%aning day by dayAnd most of allindustrial o 1 economyThe deput}; chairperson

been felt to a serious extent in th
: o Pgrovvth has seen a downturn. of the Planning Commission, Mr
economies where foreign investors hav h h de Ind | d
The Fil'has made India its playgroundy;onteksinghahluwalia, who has been a

made considerable inroads in the bankinigS . . .
o . withdrawal on a massive scale sensi “ "
sector However it is a fact that alsian NYocal supporter of the “reforms”, has now

. dpwn slide led to a big jolt for the sharg; i i
economies have not been equally affect arket. Foreign inves?ojrs too are ereinEtneOI to dispel fears sayinge ha_ve not
despite following various levels of . ®een exposed to these new and innovative

globalization policies. Thailand, Malaysiafrom this country for better pastures. Thénstruments, which have been the source

Hong Kong, Philippines etc, have beerlér\]/\(/jcl)ﬁgnsor:/aerre ;?;Z?etnhg\tvg%tnu?#sua”bf financial distess internationally
surpassed by India in its receiving the Y g the Malunder pressure of the IMF aidbrid Bank
impact of this crisisAnd this does not & a3 of the economy has been slidingch people wanted full-fledged financial
prove that those countries did have the cHIPWN With o bottom in sight. Similatly sector liberalization and now feeling the
(M) like “Left’ forces that helped as alndla has now seen a drastic devaluatiogverall market vulnerability they try to

- - fits currencyto the extent of about 25%hoodwink the Indians. India is vulnerable
cushion against the global meltdown. ~ © :
g g between January 2008 and October 200fs every aspect of the international

Crash of the Stock On the other hand, as a consequence §eculative financial systeMe have with
Exchange selling the US dollar between March 2008is the Planning Commission inspired
Between January 10 and October 1@nd the first week of October 2008, th&Raghram Rajan Committezforceful
2008, Indian investors in the stockioreign reserves have drastically comeecommendations for full capital account

exchange have suffered a loss of ovatown in the first week of Octoher convertibility, entry of foreign institutional
Rs.36.5 trillion. Reliance Industries in this  In the first week of November 2008 itinvestors (Flls) into currency and interest
short period witnessed a markewas known that the foreign exchangeate derivatives, lessening of government
capitalization fall from Rs.2.96 trillion on reserves continued to decline for the sixtbontrol over financial sector institutions
January 10 to Rs.1.51 trillion on Octoberonsecutive week, falling by $5.532 billionand, more dangerous, i.e. allowing more
10,ADAG's (AnilAmbani) value in the same to touch $252.883 billion for the week endedoreign banks and freeing branch banking
period dropped from Rs.1.883 trillion toOctober 31. The reserves had fallen by moreorms. There have been a constant
Rs.775.246 billion, Bharati Group from Rsthan $31 billion in the past one monthopposition to such “reforms” and the

Impact on the Banking
ector
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Congress regime with or without the “Left”World Bank, MNCs, etc, will certainly sink basic goods and intermediates comprising
pillar or the earlier BJP dispensation; everfurther industries like steel, cement, oil, aluminum.
government tried its best to pursue the In the present crisis, the PN notes plailastics, etc, have borne the brunt of the
“reforms”. Yet full-fledged “reforms” as a greater role. They now leave the countrgrisis. Consumer goods too have shown a
prescribed by the imperialist masters couldue to global liquidity crunch. The PNslowdown. Stocks in sectors like real estate,
not be possible for growing protest andhotes are the Mauritius - routed mysteriougower, metal, banks, etc, had lost a
opposition by the people and variousnoney “washing machine’ calledwhopping 70 to 90% from January to
organizations and unions. Participatory Notes. PNs don’t requireOctober”08, during this period of meltdown.
In the financial sector some policiesconfirming to SEBI regulations or According to the BSE source during the
about which the common people are muctomplying with international standards ofPeriod from 8 January to October ‘08 returns
less aware were adopted making theisclosures as to who owns it and how ift stocks plunged to -8.9% in real estate, -
economy vulnerable to the current financialvas paid farMore than 55% of the foreign 74% in Power-81% in Metals, -68% in Banks,
crisis. India is not insulated from the globafund inflow comes from these PNs. This67% in Oil& Gas, -71% in Capital Goods.
turmoil. A high-level of short-term debt results from the ability of the original PN[The Tmes of IndiaNovember 10, 2008].
caused havoc in the earliésian crisis. holder to sell them to other players, whosMutual Funds have lost over 80% of their

India’s short-term debt had remained at @entity will generally be unknown. net worth. ;—he Si(:thors \INrt])iCIh received tf:]e
low level of 2 to 7 percent of the total extern - maximum heat of the global crisis are the
a1|mpact on Foreign Trade capital intensive ones like construction,

debt for many years, but now it has already Over th ¢ decade. th t e . : )
jumped to 20% in March 2008. The |ndiarL ver the past one decade, the centre g{iation, etc, and especially information

financial sector belies the statement of MgNS Worlds growth story was based in thaechnology which heavily depends on the
S economyT he growth story in countries US and financial markets.

Chidambaram or Monteksingkhluwalia like Indi biously th th of >
that the financial sector in India is not so<c ncia was obviously the growth ofa A study by the industry body

exposed like in the US. Facts tell us that the "2 Minority and the US economy inAssocham released in Novemisr08 tells
new and innovative instruments inartlcular helped drive this growth everthat Indian exports are likely to miss targets
e . iating from the fundamentals ofby 20% in the dampening effect of the
securitization that have caused havocmth%ev.'a. . ST .
. . capitalism. The role of the US is found to global meltdown. The liquidity crunch is
USA have also been introduced in the ™" . S ; .
. . onsiderable extent in the widening externaérribly felt in each and every sectdrhe
Indian market. Banking sector reforms thag - - i
o eficit of the US. The current account deficiprogressive lack of demand as a fallout of
the globalization lobby pushes foepuld be N ) . )
S was around $140 billionin 1997 or 1.7 of theecession has severely hit the automobile
materialized in part only due to pressure fror& . . : o L .
the public sector banks and socidfst the DP of US. It soared higher and higher tonarket in India with all the six giants like
L : ver $800 billion or 6% of its GDP in 2006.Maruti Suzuki, Honda Seil Cars Indiata
institutional structure of banking has not, =~ "~ " .
been fully “reformed” as over 70% of bank his situation of unprecedented curreniotors, H_ero HondaTVS Motor, Bajaj .
assets are held by public sector banks. THSEoUNt deficit helped several countries tduto seeing tumbling sales of their
has somewnhat reystprained the devastatiord! Y hrough the export of their goods angroducts. On November 7, 2008, TVS Motor
The buraeoning private banks like ICICIs'ervices in the US market. The increasinghairman and managing directdfenu
have lost aglot forgrzckless lending to rea‘"i‘mount of current account deficits alsdrinivasan described the current crisis as
estates, commodities, and Iarge? foreigﬁ]eant that the US economy became hugetyorse than th&orld War Il needing a
exposure. The newly introduced expansiomdeptedyet the growing indebtedness ofeast other Rs.80,000 crore to be infused
p ' y P {F\is highly developed capitalist economyn to the system to prevent small tier Il and

of he"d glr:jg faﬂ!ltles’ .allcc)jwm? relgxatlogl\l;loEr as sustained by huge capital flows intdll companies from going bankruptard
smaland medium sized en erprises ( e US from rest of the world. Billions of Statistics shows that the numbers of cars,
without underlying exposures or pasks dollars of the Flis and through otheftC, sold, as recorded, in October 2007 and

records of exports or imports” has alread ysterious channels had driven Indigo- October 2008 were signs of a definite fall.

opened an unrestricted ground for huge . . . For Maruti Suzuki it was 69.415 and down
amounts of hedging. The full details ofsucl‘fa"ed growth for a period of time with

edaing | be k export/import rising to 40% of our GDBut {0 64,490, for Honda Seil Cars India it was
edging losses are yet to be nOWn|inports have been far exceeding exporty287 and sliding to 1,476, féata Motors

B e e S ot accoun: e reachf 1 271731 Ocoer 7 ten n Olober
banks and corporat’e sector is in the ranéief\record $10'.7 billion durlng the first quarterSC(')ote'r) it' was 3.65.022 ther)l/ later in
of $3 hillions to $5 hillions (Rs.12, 000 crore- 2008 despite a weakening rupee. October ‘08, 3,52,’449', TVS motor it was
Rs.20, 000 croreJhe URA government has Industrial Slowdown 1,29,614 in October ‘07 and 1,17,101 in
now been in a trouble. It cannot check the In the impact of this enormous crisisOctober ‘08 and for Bajahuto it was
inflow of FII and various financial India’s industrial growth drastically slowed2,48,307 and 1,63,850 respectivéynand
instruments to keep the crashing speculativibwn in the past 12 months. In the beginningazar Patrika 8 November‘08]. Other
markets afloat but it is also forced to go foof 2007 it peaked at 14% and has beesorporate auto-mobile industries have been
some regulations on the line of the US adeclining since. Idugust 2008 it was close similarly affected.

European countries. But such a country likéo zero and in the following months the  The economic slowdown in India as felt
India with the stable dependency on FlI, FDIscenario has remained dismal. Industries &drribly in the last quarter of 2008 has hurt
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companies across industries forcing man the corporate houses not to retrench bQuark 170 in this crisis.

top rankers to cut production, opt forthis economist prime minister and father of This is the depressing scenario
reduced working hours and working forcethe globalization programme in India knowseverywhere in the organized sector but the
On November 7Tata Motors confirmed the too well that profit-greedy corporates cahay offs in the unorganized sector
shutdown of its Pune unit for six days thisiot listen. employing scores of millions cannot be
month, which will follow a 3-day closure of ~ Tatas has recently shown the door testimated so earlyndia will face a worse
its Jamshedpur platshok Leyland drove 700 casual laborersTrlco. In the knitwear fate with its declining growth rate and if it
in tandem, slashing its weekly working day#ndustries in Tirpur about 20,000 are to loosstands at 7% there will be as many as two
to three. On November 7, JSW Steel optgdbs due to plummeting exports. Investmermillion fewer jobs.Already there is a
for a 20% cut in output in this month.bank Goldman Sachs is the latest, in théeceleration in employment growth to 1.925
Another steel maker Essar also confirmefirst week of Novembet08, aftetAmerican per year from 1993-94 to 2006-07 from 2.61%
reduction in capacity utilization. GrasimExpress, Merrill ynch and Credit Suisse, between 1983-1993-94 due to a sharp drop
Industries, aAditya Birla Group company to trim their payrolls last fortnight. Itis learntin job-creation in agriculture. It has been
had cut production ofiscose &ple Fiber that Goldman Sachs has cut nearly 10% ofbserved by economists that there is a
by about 30% of its capacitfCement its 2,300-strong work force in India that issharp decline in the employment elasticity
manufacturers have reduced capacitip the banks BPO (Business Procesof India’s growth or the increase in
utilization to about 85% because of shar@utsourcing), KPO (Knowledge Procesgmployment per unit of GDP to 0.28 from
fall in demand from the reality sector whichOutsourcing) and investment bankingl993-94 to 2006-07 from 0.52 over the years
consumes about 55% of the total productiobusiness. 1983-1993-94Applying the elasticity of 0.28

of 200 million tones. Petrochemicals major ~ American Express is a big name in théo the likely GDP growth rate since 2007-08
Reliance Industries is posed to makeéanking sector of India. The intensdo project employment provides an average
rationalization plan of price structure to aligrfinancial crisis has impacted it so much thadf eight million-odd work opportunities this
with input cost and slowdown in demandit has decided to reduce its expenditure ipear and the next. If GDP growth ratio falls
Similarly, hit by a slump in demand, corporaténdia and retrench 10% of its Indianto 6% or below this situation will be more
houses across sectors such as aviatistaffers. This amounts to a huge number afitical. Even the eight million-odd work
shipping and infrastructure have been forcet,000 headsAs part of this process opportunities are two million short of ten
to take a slew of measures like puttinglready100 have been laid off in variousnillion of opportunities generated during
expansion plans on the back burpeuning branches and in January 2009 anotheach of the past five year&nd it was

of capacity and work force. The hardest ig1stallment of 150 heads will be removedbviously a poor performance of an
the IT sectoy the much talked about sectornd this will go on till the quota is completeeconomy that will worsen further under the
in the past one decade or more, for its Similarly, Morgan Sanley too has impact of global meltdown.

exposure to foreign banking and financiateduced its headcount in Indian businessg.

services (40% of industiy’exports). It is a Boston based Fidelity Investments will cu]%'vI Warns of more
great fall across the board and the crisis ofearly 1,300 jobs in India in November 200

capitalism does not spare even the giantstself. Sources said more lay offs are coming '_A‘fttir tgeBl‘lirst trercr;_o;slof the Sug'%rimteh
PP early next yearFidelity has mutual funs in C/SIS the RBlimmediately responded wi
Economic Crisis and the India (Telegraph, 8 Novembel08). The SOMe seemingly light steps that soon

Enormity of Fresh Job worst victims are probably in the IT sectolTOvVed loose enough for a faltering
Losses which has already seen 10,000 layoffs in tH&cOnomyAnd now to please the corporate
Some economists have estimated in tRgar 2008 till October end. Jstways and houses, relaters, etc, the Jittery RBI cut
first week of November 2008 that the fallingfisher announced laying off altogethe?@nks Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) — the
out of the current financial crisis will throw 1 900 employees in Octob@8 butwithdrew Palances the banks keep with the RBI to
as many a 10 lakh working people from jobgne sack order under pressure and has tak&g€t daily cash and payment requirements
in India. According toBusiness \8fld (3 back the staff at less than half their earlier @1d the rep or repurchase rate (the rate at
November 2008) study nobody knowspayAir India is reported to éér 15,000 non- which it lends to the b_ans against gollgtgral
exactly how many jobs have been lost ipperational staff leave without pay for thre@ government securities). But the liquidity
India since the Sub-prime hit, estimates rug five yearsAlready the pay packet gir ~ Situation still remains grim Shortage of
into several million. Unemployment |ndia staff has been reduced. funds after the crisis has already plagued
problems became acute under the until January ‘08, job creation wasthe realty sector and_ aut(_)mobile sector
globalization programme since 1991. Theunning at about 2.3%, leaving 1-2 millionPadly Banks are having nightmares and
cascading effect of the crisis of worldunemployed every yedtis now only about have tightened their grip on credit card
capitalism in India has been agonizing fol.3%, a study says. The pink list shows th&tiStribution and increased the annual
the millions of working people. While jobsin the tumultuous situation the export sectdft€rest rate on credit cards by over 50%.
are being drastically cut, fewer jobs will behas job losses as high as 30 lakh, engineerih§€ Confederation of Indian Industry (Cl)
created nowin the ITsectormanufacturing 1 lakh, and IT companies like Satyam halas sought steps for induction Rs.1 trillion
and the service sector in particulartrimmed 1,500/Vipro 1,000TCS 500. Others into the economy and the cutting down of
retrenchment on a large scale has alreatike Patni Corp. have shown doors to 40§ash reserve ratio (CRR) by another 150
started. The jittery prime minister appealeémployees, Kingfisher 300jrtusa 200 and Continued on page 10

eforms- Greater Disaster
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THE LooT oF TrRiBAL LANDS BY THE CPI (M) G OVERNMENT FOR THE JINDALS

AT SALBONI
FTER the faltering In a difficult situation of global Praises were showered by the CPI
‘industrialization’ and meltdown when the crisis is being felt al(M) on the Jindals for their so-called

‘development’ bid of the ‘Left’ front over the globe and international steeshow of responsibility for the society in
government in Singur and Nandigram immarket is at its new lowSajjan Jindal, the hour of global inflation and crisis in
West Bengal, Salboni idvest Midnapur owner of Jindal @elWorks, Bengal made the international steel market. No stones
district is the next name in the so-callegious platitudes to the poor tribals andvere left unturned by the “Left” frorg’
industrialization process under thepeople of Bengal. His 35,000 crore steeChief Minister Buddheb Bhattacharya
imperialist globalization in Bengal. ‘Left’ factory with a capacity of producing land Trade and Industry minister
front went a step ahead after Singur angtore tones of steel annually will come upNirupam Sen in projecting them as the
Nandigrams forcible land acquisition in three stagesAccording to him, as trend setters in carrying out their social
episodes and handed over 4,500 acres gfiblished in the CPI (M) mouth pieceresponsibilities. They would have us
governmens vested land and forest areggengal dailyGanasakti3-11-'08), within  believe that the steel tycoon is here not
to the Jindal GroupTaking en-route of the year 2012 the plant would produce 3fbr profitable business interest but for
deception another 500 acres of land welgkh metric tones of steel and it will beserving public interest. The capitalist
bought from the tribals by the Jindals fogradually doubled to 60 lakh metric tonesriendly Industry minister and Central
their upcoming 35,000 crore rupees meggy the year 2015. It claimed they will reactCommittee member of the CPI (M) in
steel factory (JSW Bengal Steel Limitedhne crore metric tones per annum by 202@ystification of the huge plant took
on 5,000 acres of land in total. Here gendering direct employment to 5,000refuge under the clichéd logic:
relevant matter that comes up is that tribal 000, and 20,000 respectively and wilEmployment generation through
land is not transferable legally and transffre 516 double the number of indirecindustry increase of employment and
of right of the forest area is unlawful ag,mpjoyment. Henceforth, in an attempt téhen the resultant widening of market and
well. But to the utter amazement of the, ity his fake transparency on buyingonce again the widening of the scope of
people of Bengal, the whole process 100} |and from the tribals and rehabilitatiorindustrial developmentJanasakti3-
place and the tribal welfare department ands, e he said, they were cautious enoug-08]

the forest department ma|nt'a|ned a_StUd"While making the layout of the plant and  Such people never disclose the fact that
ellenceAnd the most amazing fact is th‘,mtried to save village land and homesteadthe circle of this logic has gone stale in a
in 32 years of so-called Left_Front rule "None member of each family that parted witlkountry like ours at this stage of decaying
zﬁg?nasE:dvci‘séies?r:szgnrgemzllr:%\t/c?fr:i:d their land will be given employment in thecapitalism. The Chief Minister Buddadeb
poor landiess tribals it was handed over to plant after putting him in to training. Theas an agent of imperial?st globalization
the steel tycoon Jindals had their so-called land givers have beere'choe'd the same as he did before; he could
foundation stone I.aying ceremony of thécompenseted” and given companyisualize t'ho'usand.s a.md'lakhs employed
project on 2¢ Novembey 2008. The Shares which can be sold after -the plemmroughthls‘|r-1dustr|al|zat|on process’. So
ceremony wore the look of a CPI (M) partystarts production on a commercial basise turns a blind eye towards Iekhs and
Congress or party’ Sate Conference aSMo'reo.ven they verbally. assured, Iakhs.ofdlspl'aced far.mers and tribals anq
the entire ceremony was organized by th,%rOJectlng themselves as social reformer$he|r mdescrleable Q|etress. He beses his
CPI (M).The red scaffold at the entrance gfoming out with dollops of promises thatarguments on imperialist globalization that
the venue bore the word of CITU written inthe ICFAl of Kolkata is making has already been in the doldrums. So,
the middle with ‘Seipa chhai’ (we neegdrangements for.the traiping of the locabarely a week after the jamboree in Salponi,
industrialization) slogans inscribed on botfpeople of Salbom.fo.r thelr employment;Mr. Buddadeb made such a notorious
flanks. DYFI flags were fluttering all 0versylla}busfor the training is belng.prepared:omnjent at a co.rporete chambers m.eet
with unplugged enthusiasm of the partJhe'r generosity can not Ieeve village girlghat “it (globa!lzatl-on) is a must”. Thue it
leaders and cadres taking care of every trom employment opporturuty and so BPQs apt to say in th.IS' .confcext 'that he finds
bit, even of the invitee list for the centers heve been promlsed to be set tgrcible Ianq acquisition |nev.|table f.or.the
programme. Nothing was amiss asin a cBt the earliest for thelremployment.- Evelsmoo-th . inroads of imperialist
(M) party’s conference with placards,they had made arrangements to give ogtobalization.

posters, festoons, banners flags all ovdpealth services in Salboni through NGOs. The impact of the global crisis has
Central minister of Steel, Fertilizer andAn ambulance has also been arrangedlready sent tremors in the Indian service
Chemicals, Ramvilas Paswan attended withrrangements for setting up of animakector Corporate houses have now taken
theWest Bengal Chief Minister Buddhadedusbandry and watershed schemes at@mass trimming of working heads, cut
Bhattacharya, Trade &Industry ministef@lso said to be there in their agenda tdown in wages or pay packets, shutting
Nirupam Sen and other left front ancdcarry on their corporate socialdown of industries, stopping production
Congress ministers. responsibilities. capacity etc. Since Buddhadeb
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Bhattacharya assumption of &ite as the right to movements and strikes will bemost of it is getting exported at an
CM in 2001 till 2003 inWest Bengal 12, snatched awayCommodities purchasedunreasonably cheaper rate, instead of
06,086 people lost jobs and in this periofior the project and the producedoeing used in the country itself. Bringing
only 25,149 people got absorbed in to jobsommodities of the project will be free fromthe internal brawl out in the open, the
(including jobs on casual or contractny type of taxes. The plant will enjoy theCentral minister of steel, fertilizer and
basis). From 2004 to 2006 a total of 4, 24,00@cility of getting water and electricity free.chemicals, MrRamvilas Paswan chgged
were shown the door while only 84,00Q)indal Group will enjoy the right to exportthe mining minister with delaying the
people could land jobs. Between 2007 anithe entire production of steel of the Salborformulation of a national policy regarding
2008 the situation has obviouslyplant to foreign countries, i.e. otheriron ore. He said, “On the question of iron
worsened, belying the scope of a modesbuntries, mostly in th&Vest, will be ore the steel ministry is not all in all to do
job generation in a serious economibenefited. These types of steel plants amvery thing. Mining ministry too has a
crisis.As a whole, when the total industrialdangerously harmful for the environmentspecial role to play’@ainik Statesman
scenario is dismallVest Bengab ‘Left’ even though no existing environmental lav@-11-'08). At present six crore tones of steel
front government is crying out aloudwill be applicable to the project. So, thés produced annuallyThe central
about lakhs and lakhs of employmenhearby Subarnarekha river and the totglovernment wants to jack it up to 2 crore
generation. But ironically enough, theforest of Bankura-Purulia-Midnapore willtones by the year 2020. But the reality is
CITU supremo MrA.K. Pardhe recently be dangerously polluted. that with the crashing real estate and
wrote to the Prime ministgvlr. Manmohan On the question of compensatiorinfrastructure sectors and with no national
Singh to stop trimming of employees. Theackage for the land owners, the Jindalsolicy on iron ore steel will get
Prime minister howeveis busy fulfilling tried to project themselves aavtars. increasingly exported at abnormally cheap
the wish list of the corporate lobby inBeing a party to their deception, words ofates.
several ways by cutting in repo rateshigh appreciation came in plenty from the The steel tycoon Jindals will actually
providing liquidity to the share market,ministers of the ‘Left’ front government of export steel from Salboni for the rich
increasing the FDI investments in théBengal. In fact, compensation package failsapitalist countries. The huge noise over
insurance sector from 26% to 49% and s be clean or cleafhe tribals, innocent ‘industrialization’ and ‘development’ is only
on. But the corporate houses turned a deahd mostly illiterate, were befooled bya hoax. The target of the ‘Left’ front
ear to his appeal to avoid retrenchmentgiving them 3 lakhs of rupees for 1 acre ofovernment is to hand over forest land,
Keeping an eye on the level of their profitsland, 1,50,000 in cash and the other ongater and valuable minerals to the native
they resort to closures, cut down in wageakh and fifty thousand through companyand foreign corporate houses to smooth
and salaries, retrenchments. The ‘LeftShares. The records of this will remain witlihe imperialist globalization process. Singur
front in Bengal puts forth its faith in suchthe district magistrate. Shares might be solehd Nandigram bore the brunt of the said
corporate tycoons and gives it a labebut after the plant starts its production oprocessAbout 997 acres multi-cropped
‘development’A point to be noted here isa commercial basis. Here lies thdand as forcibly acquired by the CPI (M)
that very recentlythat is on November 7, fraudulence. In times of such angovernment, unleashing large scale terror
2008, JSW Steel which is projected as iaternational monetary crisis, the fall in theand repression for th€ata's small car
savior of Bengal, opted for a 20% cut irinternational steel market, with the shufactory Tata Motors shifted its factory from
production. downs and curtailment of productions ofSingur to Gujarat with a dubious aim. The
The most awesome fact is that theorporate house, when everything iighly fertile Singur land has been rendered
game of deception is terribly found inuncertain whether JSVBengal plant will uncultivable and still lies in the possession
calculated silence in not clearly disclosingver start production or only remains as af theTatas. Rataiata now says that the
the SEZ status given to the Jindal Steéon ore processing plant. Secondilge land will remain in possession since the
Works, Bengal. For the last two years thether factor is that in this international crisidease fees have been paid for two years in
Jindal Group had discussions aftescenario profit making is rather in questionradvance. In Nandigram, the state-
discussions with the ‘Left’ front If Jindal Steel tycoon doesn’t gain profit,sponsored genocide was organized to grab
government on various issues of the planhow come the land losers with companyhe land for a huge Chemical hub to be built
but the Jindals and the governmenghares will gain profit? Therefore the issuby the Salem Group of Indonesia. The
showed no effort to make the people off company shares to the land losers isistoric resistance by the brave hearts of
Bengal know about the SEZ and kept thquestionable in itself. The start ofbleeding Nandigram foiled this conspiracy
people in the darldll of a sudden on 24th production in the plant is doubtful, let aloneand the struggle is still on against CPI /1)’
August, 2008 the government of Bengathe fulfillment of promises for jobs in goons and state police forces. Now the
declaredrhat Jindal 8&elWorks, Bengal thousands by the Jindal Group in thd.eft’ Front has set its eye on Nayagclzar
as an SEZ project. SEZ; Special EconomiBalboni plant. adjacent island to set up the dangerous
Zone, exactly what it means is the Our country is rich in mineral wealth.chemical hub. The tribals of Salboni are
formation of a ‘foreign country within the We have iron ore in abundancegetting aware of the conspiracy and the
country’, where no civil laws or industrial approximately 2900 crore tonéss there Jindals await a Nandigram type resistance
laws of the country will be applicable. Thds no national policy regarding iron ore;jin coming days. Pt
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UPRISING IN LALGARH

s we go to the press the tribals of Meanwhile, the ongoing agitation inhighway 9 thus blocking the wggslectricity
Salboni, Lalgarh broke out in aand around Lalgarh was further enhanceind telephone lines have been

veritable uprising against the policewith a stretch of road between Lalgarh andisconnected ~ particularly in Lalgdhe
repression unleashed after the bomb blastidnapore at Brindapur Nad being dug upeople of the area are this facing severe
that injured six security personnel of Ranon the state highway and at Harda in Binpucommunication and security problems over
Vilas PaswaniVe reprint below reports from cutting off Jhargram from Bankura andhe past eight days.
the daily paper Statesman during thaDurgapur and also the Sarenga-Midnapore This stalemate has given rise to several
period: Road at Goaltore. guestions like, who governs the area? ~

On Nov 20' the Statesman reported: Only yesteday, the state home the civil administration or the indigenous
When the Midnaper West district police secretary had said that investigationpeople under the banner of the Sara
are in two minds over attending a meetingvould be conducted against policeB harat Jakat Majhi-
tomorrow called by the Police Santrasexcesses in Lalgarh, if specific complaintMadowa Juran Gaounta, an
Birodhi Public Committee (PSBPC) ofwere received. This seemed to have addedivasi organisation, run by the Maoists
Lalgarh at Dalilpur Chowk, an interior fuel to fire. behind the curtain.
village in Lalgarh, on security plea, the Since 15 days the areas of Lalgarh have The charter of demands placed by the
CPI (Maoist) held a day-long meeting orvirtually been witnessing an uprising whichorganisation leaders at least indicate so.
Singlohar Hilltop at Laljal, 25 km from slowly spread to neighbouring areas. IThey have demanded that all cases filed
Belpahari town, today Nandigram style the tribals have blockegainst the “innocent” natives of the area

The PSBPC and police meeting woulaff the entire area by digging up the roadbetween 1998 and 2008 be withdrawn and
discuss the formés 11-point charter of and felling trees. The state could not enteéhe tortured families be duly compensated
demands to pave the way for restorinthe area. The situation turned so desperatgth unconditional release of the detained
normality in Lalgarh, Jhargram, Binpur andhat the local SBemanded a transfeand people, including those in 2 November blast
other areas by lifting their 16-day agitationwhen this was not granted he resigned armése. Besides, their other demands included,
In the Maoist meeting, organised for thevent to the press. The police chief appearadalgar policemen who tortured the
first time in broad daylight, unlike previouson TV saying they will not talk to the tribal Adivasi women of Lalgar villages during
occasions, the outfit is believed to havéeaders in Lalgarh area but only outside. raids in connection with the 2 November
prepared a blueprint on the Lalgarh issue, Nov.13" Statesman reported :landmine blast be punished and the
in which a good number of heavily-armedVeetings between the Midnapore westuperintendent of police, Mr Rajesh Kumar
action squad leaders, including somdistrict administration and the Singh seek pardonin public from the villagers
women members, were present. Theeaders of the agitating Saraforthe atrocities committed on the affected.
meeting was an open challenge to thBharat Jakat Majhi Madowa Juan Also, they be assured that during raids
police as two camps of the Central force&aonta to restore normalcy inwomen won't be tortured.
are situated at Niguria on the east and dhargram, Lalgarh, Binpur and On Nov15" the Satesman reported :
Jamtalgar on the west, each about 5 k.nidamboni blocks of Jhargram subdivisiorOne person was killed by suspected
from the hill site. failed this evening. Maoists in Midnapag West district even

A 15-member team of Maoist cadres TheADM who convened the meetingas police released seven persons arrested
from Lalgarh riding five two-wheelers areurged the Majhi Madowa leaders to lift thefor the Salboni mine blast, a key demand
also reported to have attended the meetinglockade in an around Jhargram towmof the agitators.
Later, at a public meeting in the afternoonwhich has been isolated from the rest of CID today submitted a petition in the
which was attended by about 10,000 peoptie state since last night, immediatélyey court of the Midnapor@&/est chief judicial
from 40 or 45 villages of Belpahari and 15 owere also requested to lift the blockades atagistrate desiring to withdraw the charges
16 villages from adjoining Barikul block, Lalgarh and other other places on Fridaygainst seven of the 10 accused in the
speakers charged up the villagertt was also decided that therecentlandmine blastnear Midnapore town

mentioning cases of police torture orMajhi Madowa leaders  will be as “no evidence” of them having Maoist
innocent people in Belpahari, Binpur ancaccompanied by the police during raids asonnections was found, DDI Mr Purnashib
Lalgarh areas of the district. they demanded. Mukherjee said. The CJM, Mr NN

They were reminded that as many as 87 The ongoing agitation by the tribals inDasgupta, will deliver his judgement in this
such cases had occurred over the past Midnapore has led to a collapse of civicegard on MondayEarlier those accused
years in the district and there were sevdiie in most parts of Jhargram sub-divisiorwere granted bail by the CIJM on the same
rape cases in Belpahari block. But the policend has terribly affected those inground. The seven include three school
did not entertain the complaints as rulind.algar, Binpur, Jhagram and students, three Jharkhand Party activists
party cadres were involved. Reminding thdamboni blocks. Supply of essentialnd arrinamul Congress activist. Howeyer
villagers of their political line, the Maoist commodities in remote ares has beethe blast charges against Mr Bhagwat
leaders asked them to join the agitationhoked after the roads were cut off by th&lahato, a Jharkhand Party gram panchayat
against police torture and not to have truckibals on Sunday last. membeyrMr Sunil Hansda alias Rimil, also a
with any political party Tree trunks have been dumped on staKP activist and Mr Lakshiram Murmu,
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Trinamul man, stand. Salboni, Goaltore and adjoining blocks, akitMidnapore West district magistrate

Earlier, the body ofishok Haldararation to those run inAndhra Pradesh anddeclared yesterday that the thirteen-day
dealerwas found near Dhulabheda, a villag€hhatisgarh by Maoists. long agitation of locals ~ under the banner
near Belpahari, where the nine-day-old The PSBC today announced thef Sara Bharat Jakat Majhi-Madowa Juan
agitation spread during the ddgaldars formation of 65 GCs in Belpahari block, withGaounta ~ a Santhal Samaj organisation in
head was found crushed, the police saighore coming up soon, each comprising 18hagram, BinpuyJamboni blocks, will be
Though locals suspected that Haldar wasembers, five men and five womeh. called off, fresh blockades were staged at
killed by Maoists, police remaineddecision in this regard was taken at different points on State Highway 9 and
tightlipped on who carried out the murder meeting of the CPI (Maoist) at a meeting i®ther roads between Jhargram, Belpahari,

On Nov 16" the Satesman Reported: Laljal, Belpahari, yesterday Jamboni and other places.

The eleven-day agitation spearheaded by Over 85 GCs have been formed in Blockades were also staged at
locals under the banner of the Sargalgarh block while those in other blocksBelpahari, GopiballavpurNayagram,
Bharat Jakat Majhi Madowa Juran Gaonta, will be formed gradually Sankrail and Goaltore while a stretch of 12
Santhal organisation, has disrupted normal The whip of these GCs would act inkm road from Belpahari to Bholabheda was
life completely in Lalgarh, Binpyr governance of the villages where ngompletely blocked off with tree trunks
Jhargram, Jamboni and Belpahari blocks efevelopment activities will be allowed tobeing used to block the roads.
Midnapore Vést. be undertaken by the government without At a marathon meeting, held between

Locals have been protesting againgheir clearance, however lofty be théhe leaders of Police Santras Birodhi
police atrocities in the villages of Lalgarhpackages as hinted by the statBublic Committee at Kantapahari and a
The agitation spread to government. Neither police nor the districfew thousand local people of 89 villages
Goaltore, Garbeta, Salboni, Gopiballavpur anglgministrative officials would be allowed!ast evening, it was decided that unless
Nayagram blocks with the to enter the villages without the permissiofheir demands stated in the 11-point
Jharkhand Disam Party calling a 12-hougf the GC to their “free zone” thus formedcharter were met, the agitation would not
bandh in the district tOday on the lines of those made Andhra be called off.

Buses between Midnapore town andtpradesh and Chhattisgarh, the Thedemandsincluded punishment ofthe
the troubled areas were off roads and shoggnouncement stated. policemen for torturingwdivasi women, the
and market remained closed. Howetkee In a bid to run the parallel administration>P tendering apology in public and
bandh impact in Midnapore town,hrough GCs, their long-cherished goal, th@ithdrawal of cases againstinnocent people,
Kharagpur and adjoining areas was dampsgpcC united the rural folk throughframed in connection with Maoist operations
Traffic on NH-6 was disrupted as theyrolonged mass movement over their ondetween 1998 and 2008 in the district.

Kurmi Chhatra Yiva Sangram Committee yint agenda ~ “police terror”. Blueprintof ~ NOv 19" Statesman Report: Three
blocked the highway at Lodhasuli point ingig parallel administration through gcgonal CPI-M leaders were struck by
Jhargram for about an hour from2 pm. 55 tactfully made through systemati@'Tow in the troubled areas of Sarenga

Meanwhile, Jhargram is still inaccessiblgy|gckade by rampant digging up roads an® Bankura late this evening. The leaders
as the Lodhasuli-Jhargram Road has beﬁrﬂjmping tree trunks on communicatioryVere on their way back home to Sarulia
blocked with tree trunks dumped ai,erworks to stonewall the entry of policé"fter attending a party meeting. The
Kalaboni and Belphari-Jhargram Road. Thg,q the administrative officials into thel€@ders Mr Ranjit Hembram, former
tree trunks will not be removed from differen\,i”ages for days together panchayat samiti sabhapati and two other
points on the road till a settlement is reached Hence, itis clear that the days ahead wifional leaders, Mr Ramu Duley and Mr
between the administration and the agitatorgg tough ones for the administration td ulu Hembram ~ were accompanying a
protesters said. The all-important meetinﬂnplement government programmes b olice contingent to Nakhrapahari where
in this regard between the PO”C%vercoming the great challenge thrown b€ tribal organisations of Bankura had
Santras Birodhi Public Committee and th‘f"he PSBPC and the GCs. Meanwhilec,’bStrUCted the Bankura-Midnapore state
district administration is scheduled forJhargram, Lalgarh, Belpahari, Binpur an(ﬁﬂghway placing tree trunks on the road.
Monday at Dalilpur in Lalgarh. POWer 5. boni blocks remained cut off for the 17t|:|'he leaders were rushed to Sarenga block
services were restored in Lalgarh todBy consecutive day today as police did noqrimary health centre and the condition
days after it was disconnected by th@entureintomeetleadersofPSBPCatDaIinL(ﬂj two were stated to be critical. The

agitators. Chowk. aremote village in Lalaarh block tribals staged a demonstration in
On Nov 17 the statesman reportedls - g ¢ " Mejia brandishing weapons for hours.
the Midnapoe st district administration Meeting not held Bharat Jakat Majhi Marawa, a tribal outfit,

refuses to concede to the demands of the The all-important meeting between thestarted the agitation in the south
Police Santras Birodhi Public Committeedistrict administration and PSBPC leadersBankura villages today to protest against
(PSBPC) or solve the Lalgarh imbroglio, ato discuss theltpoint chater put forvard alleged police atrocities meted out on the
parallel administration is springing up in by the latter could not be held today followindribals in neighbouring area of Lalgarh.
the district. a tug-of-war between the two sides over the Ataround 10 a.m. a crowd of about 2,000
The PSBPC is forming “Gram venue, dashing hopes to end the 17-day-lonigjlagers armed with bows, arrows, axe and
Committees” (GCs) in the villages ofstalemate over the Lalgarh issue spears brought out four separate rallies from
Belpahari, Binpur Lalgarh, Jamboni, Nov 18" Statesman: Hours after theKkhoer Pahari, Nekra Pahari,
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Tanti Danga and Karbhangaéhey started Against Policétrocities. “We will wait for climbdown” by the tribals protesting
shouting slogans against the police anlvo days for the governmeastresponse. “police atrocities” since the landmine blast
blocked roads connecting Chandrakona itfiit does not agree, we will lift the blockadeon a Union ministés convoy on November
West Midnapore with Sarenga, Bankura. Aut socially boycott the police and the civil2 could be to “lure” the force into the tribal
large contingent of police led by tH&SP  administration.”The organisation hadheartland.He expressed the fear that
Bankura Mr Sishram Jhajharia reached thearlier  insisted on talks inthousands could surround the officials who
spot but could not do anythingDalilpur.Additional district magistrate R.A. go for the talks and lay siege to the venue.
apprehending retaliation if an attempt waksrael, who camped in Lalgrah toddyad “They might surround us and force us to
made to forcibly disperse the agitators. Theaid in the afternoon that a “jungle rajannounce concessions and make
blockade was cleared after 3 p.m. from Neknarevailed in Dalilpur and the talks couldunconditional apologiesNe'd not like
Pahari andranti Danga but the villagersnot be held there. “A meeting with youranything that could provoke us to act,”
refused to clear the road in Khoer Pahari arldaders can be held across the table, hile officer added. Maoists have already
Karbhanga. The tribals also sent deputatiamot in a jungle or in front of thousands oimade the island of protest, a free zone. The
to the Mejia BDO to submit a charter of theipeople,” he told Chhatradhar Mahato, aourse of the agitation has been hijacked
demandsAround 2,000 villagers from nine leader of the committee and brother ofrom local people with the rebels bringing
tribal villages in Mejia brought out a rally Maoist action squad leader Sashadfta in their sympathisers in hordeA.team
causing a traffic snarl on the busy NH-6®lockades would be removed for “theof young men and women, including
around 11 a.m. They gheraoed the BDO, Mrenefit of local people”, but Soren saidmembers of the Matangini Mahila Samiti,
Avik Das, for an hour “We will not let any dicial of the district which had camped in Nandigram for 11
Satesman Nov 20 : administration or the police enter the aremonths, reached Dalilpur todayhey
Lalgarh, Nov. 21: The oganisation if the talks fail."During the “social boycott”, plan to train the villagers in making the
spearheading the tribal agitation in Maoisthe tribal leader clarified, local people wouldarea inaccessible to the administration
hotbed Lalgrah tonight agreed to a meetingot sell foodgrain or other essentials to thieor a long period, on the lines of
with the administration in any localpolice, making it difficult for those campingNandigram. One of the speakers told a
government building and promised to liftin remote pockets to procure food. Onhgathering of 3,000 people at Dalilpur: “Local
the blockades that have cut off the arepanchayats would be allowed to carry oyteople will run their own government.”In a
from the authorities."The talks may be heldlevelopment work and not the districstatement, CPI (Maoist) state secretary
at Kantapahari or Ramgarh, where there asgiministration, Soren addedVest Kanchan asked the people of Lalgarh to
schools and panchayat offices. But therglidnapore district magistrate N.S. Nigankeep their arms readyribals in Bankura
is one condition: the superintendent o$aid the government would consider thelocked the road to Jhargram at two more
police has to be present,” said Sidhu Sorefresh proposals.Some police officersplaces, expressing solidarity with the
secretary of the Peopk’Committee however said that the “apparentLalgarh people. Pt

Continued from page 22 theTatas and industrialist§heTatas must Mr. RatanTata wants to be a self-
and no registration fee. The Modhave another game plan in Singur and itisroclaimed teacher of the people,
government will also meet the entiravell known to the CPI (M) leader$atas sermonizing them not to struggle or
infrastructure cost of developing roadshave been forced to put on hold thegitate but to fall in the CPM-decided line
electricity and gas supply as well aprojects in Kalinganagar and Gopalpuof destructive ‘development’ under
providing an additional 100 acres on th&cing huge protests by the local peasantsnperialist globalization. There is a need
outskirts of Ahmedabad to build a Yet, they have not given back the landgor all revolutionary and democratic-

township for employees. There lies the need of relentless strugglminded, right-thinking people, groups and
This is the way th&atas bugeoned against theTatas illegal occupation of organizations to make a common cause
into one of the world top rich corporate peasants’ lands. against theTata-Buddhadeb nexus and

houses over years by sucking out crores The DFID, an arm of the British fight to get back the occupied land in

of peoples money from the state exchequegovernment and main fund provider to th&ingur There is a need to expose and
The Congress, the CPI (M) led “left”, theso-called Left government West Bengal smash all conspiracies being hatched by
BJP none can be spared for such robbefyr its “developmental” programmes,theTata-Buddhadeb gang appertaining to
of the people by th€atasTheir complicity sermonized in 2004 “Business can also playe occupied Singur land. There is need

in such treachery is well known. a greater role in reducing poverty ando hold high the banner of struggle,
Now the Tata small car project is increating sustainable development”. agitation and protest against the MNCs,
Guijarat but théTatas have now 6€ially The Tatas, the Jindals, etc, all arefatas,Ambanis, Salims, etc. and their

refused to return the occupied Singur lanénplementing such a model oftrusted agents like the CPM, Congress and
to even the state government. Their lanfelevelopment” displacing and destroyinghe BJPRevolutionaries firmly believe in
excuse is that the lease fees have belarelihoods of thousands of peasants witlpeoples right to rebel against all sorts of
already cleared for two tears. This is ththe active help of Manmohan, Buddhadebxploitation and invoke them to trash the
Tata approachyet the CPI (M) has now and Modi like people and their partiesTata-Buddhadeb sermons against the
floated the Nano Bachao Committee (sav&ngur peasants’ just struggle continuepolitics of agitation, strike and militant
Nano committee) and it is now batting forgainst such grand conspiracy demonstrations. Pt
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GoveERNMENT FaciLiT ATES CorPORATE LooT oF EmpPLOYEES PF

HE UPA government is set to appointed by the central governmenthe CBT EPF formed a three member
hand over vast sums of moneyrom time to time or shall be investedcommittee with officials from the
of the working people of the countrysubject to such directions as the centr&@dPFO/ministry to draw up the master
deposited in the form of Employees’government may from time to timeplan of handing over the huge amount
Provident Fund as a saving for futurgive”. For some years past news hasf hard-earned money to the private
security to the private sectoThe been around that the Provident Fund isntities. The 3-member committee
Central Labor minister recently expeditedjoing to be placed in the hands o&ppointed CRISIL, a credit rating
the process of handing over the hardorporate entities involved in theagency as its consultant. In the process,
earned savings of workers andpeculative market. the CBT had allowed that 3-member
employees — under different schemes of In the period of LPG the privatecommittee to proceed for the selection
the Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) -sector had been pushing on the policgf the fund managers in assistance with
to three private sectéisset Management makers on the EPF monies as well. Ithe appointed consultan®@ne should
Companies (AMCs) designated as ‘Funthct, during the NDA dispensation, therecall that all this started when the
Managers’. The unilateral decision waslefinite step started to that end. In 199€PI1 (M) led ‘Left’ was the prop of
made in a stage-managed meeting of thbe Social Justice and Empowermenthe UPA government However there
Central Board of Trustees (CBT) of theMinistry set up a committee headed byvas a stipulation that “the
Fund on July29, 2008. S.Dave, the former UTI chairman, whaecommendations of the 3-member
The EPF is managed by the bodiegarned notoriety for the Unit 64 scamcommittee shall be placed before the
the Employees’ Provident FundThe committee was formed ostensiblfFinance and Investment Committee (a
Organization (EPFO) and the tripartitdo formulate a policy on a pensionsub-committee of the CBT) and the CBT
Central Board of Trustees (CBT)scheme for those in the informalffor final selection of Fund Managers”.
comprising of representatives ofunomganized sectorWwhat the Dave This very meeting of the CBT was held
Employees’ Organizations, Central Tradeommittee actually did was toon January 23, 2008. Thus the process
Unions and State governments. The ERfecommend the taking away thehad taken a definite shape under the
organization administers 3 schemes, vigovernment contribution of 1-1/16% of'Left’ propped UR government and
1) Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF), 2workers pay roll to the Employeesthen the matter was brought before the
Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS) arfdension Scheme 1995 and mor€BT on July 29, 2008. The Finance and
3) Employees’ Deposit Linked Insurancémportant, advising private managers fornvestment Commission (FIC) in its
Scheme (EDIS). It is mandatory for thehe Provident Fund. The CBT out rightlymeeting approvingly considered the
workers, staff/management to contributeejected such recommendations of theehole process on March 19, 2008.
to this fund. Dave Committee. Then another attempfhen the CBT as well as all the sub-
The corpus of the three schemewas made in 2001 by the Financeommittees were reconstituted and the
amounts to Rs.2, 60,000 crore alon$linistry under the NDA through the reconstituted FIC was also convened
with the annual fresh turnover of Rs.30Insurance Regulatory Developmentn July 24, 2008.
000 crore under two heads, namehe Authority (IRDA) to introduce The process of speculative
fresh account of contribution and thelestructive clauses, but failethe URA investment took several months to
maturity proceeds of earliersupported by the ‘Left’ then took up theassume a final shape. @pril 17, 2008,
contributions. corporate interests and became desperdie offer for grab was made through an
So long the EPF had remained #& hand over the hard-earned workergpen advertisement in the dailies. 17 non-
reliable security of the working peoplemoney to the speculators. banking entities — except the SBI —
It is known to many that the State Bank The privatization push led the CBTrespondedWith the consultation of
of India had been the sole Fundven with reservations of its membersCRISIL, the appointed consultant, the 3-
Managers dealing with the deposits antb go for maximization of investment -member committee excluded seven and
investments of the EPF funds. Howevebased profits i.e. through speculativéhe Formal Request for Proposal was
the pattern of investment and the rate ahvestment engagindMCs; in other invited by June 6, 2008. It was preceded
interest are not in the hands of the EPF®@ords the corporate houses operating ioy a pre-bid conference with 10 short
or the CBT but under the Union financeghe Share and Securities markets withsted organizations. The negotiations
ministry. And about 80% of the corpuslicenses from Securities Exchange Boardame of financial bids was also exposed
was so long safely parked. of India (SEBI). This spells danger forby the media. The financial bids from
It is necessary to mention that Paranillions of workers and employeeslO entities were again evaluated by
52 of the EPF Scheme states that “Allepositing their hard-earned money fo€CRISIL. The crude drama was enacted
monies belonging to the fund shall be supposedly safe return after theiwhen two of the bidders quoted zero
deposited in the Reserve Bank of Indiaervice period. bids- offering to serve as Fund Managers
or the State Bank of India or in such  And now in 2008, the Labor without charging any transaction fee.
other scheduled banks as may bminister who is also the Chairman ofThen the 3-member committee made a
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public display by excluding those twounleash another attack on the working0% of its share. The speculators
entities, namely HDF@MC and Birla people A directive has been unilaterallyinvested hugely in the risky share markets
Sun Life AMC. And on the day of the issued to take away some importanwith the peoples money deposited in the
trust vote in the Parliament things werenonetary facilities vis a vis EPF andAIG stock. The main sufferers are the
settled by the 3-member committee. IPension Funds, but it has simultaneouslyeople who had lost their money
is notorious that the said committeeshown disturbing leniency to the ownergxpecting better returns from such
unilaterally decided to make the thresholdharged with corrupt practices inenormousAlG business. In the present
limit (in terms of Asset Under managing the PF crisis the only ‘Indian’ bank under a
Management oAUM) for prospective The new directive of the centralcloud is the ICICI Bank, now appointed
Fund Managers to participate in thegovernment was issued even keeping ttes owner of the fund managers.
bidding process as having Rs.10,00@BT of the Employees’ Provident Fund After betraying millions of the
crore of others’ funds. This obviouslyOrganization in the dark. On 26working people on the EPF front, the
excluded all nationalized banks except thBeptember the central Gazette publishddnion Cabinet gave the nod on 31,
SBI from the very process of bidding.the ominous directive. By this step theéctober ‘08, to raise the limit of FDI in
Secondlythe number of Fund ManagerdJPA government first of all takes awaythe insurance sector from the present
was fixed at fourlnitially it was three the right to commute a portion of the29% to 49% thus placing the insurance
and to favorAnil Ambani’'s Reliance approved pension of the employeessector at the mercy of international
Capital AMC, the number reached fourHither to the employees had the right t@peculators in such a critical situation.
at the last moment of deliberation. Theommute a part of their pension andNow with such anti-people steps in the
Fund allocations were decided to beeceive that amount in cash. Thisnsurance sectorthe international
ensured between multiple funddirective did away with the earlier rightspeculators will find huge amounts of
managers. For a formality it was decidedf the employees of receiving the amounnoney for speculation. Quite naturally
to bring the decisions before the CBTin cash, deducting the amount from théhe corporate houses have been delighted.
for a mandate. amount entitled to, under the pensioMr. T.R. Ramachandran, designate-MD
Ultimately, by the end of July 2008, scheme.Thirdly, in case of voluntary &CEO, Aviva India immediately said in
the four Fund Managers namelSBC retirement or superannuation before tha statement: “W are delighted that the
AMC, ICICI PrudentiaAMC and Sate retirement age or retrenchment, so lontpcrease in FDI to 49% has been
Bank of India were proposed by the 3the pension reduction was at the rate @pproved by the cabinet and we look
member committee. It should be note@% and now it will be 4% per year forward to the Bill being approved soon.
here that the first one, i.e. HSBGIC is  Fourthly, for so many years it was theA simple calculation shows that the
a subsidiary of a foreign bank and theule that if the owners of any concermaising the FDI limit to 49% may increase
ICICI PrudentialAMC is a private bank failed to deposit workers’ pension moneyhe total FDI in the insurance industry
in which the majority of the share holdersvith the Pension Fund, the fine imposethy almost 2.5 times from the current
are Flls. The employees’ protests andn them has been reduced to 12%evels of approximately Rs.2,500 crore”.
absence of majority of employeesBefore it was the rule that the defaulting In other words the entire savings of
representatives at the CBT meeting thaiwner was to pay a fine of 17% for ahe people in the country in the form of
fallowed did not deter the globalizationdelay below two months, for a delay ofProvident Funds and Insurance have
lobby. Not only that at the last stage?2 to 4 months 22% and for a delay of 4een turned over to the corporate
displaying corporate favoritism the labotto 6 months 27% and in case of moreredators. It is natural for the Indian
minister included the fourth entity i.e.than 6 months delay the additional fingrivate players to be elated for they will
Reliance CapitaAMC as the fourth Fund was at the rate of 37%nd now with be secondarily benefited with their
Manager Thus the very process ofthe unilateral directive of the WP multifarious business links with foreign
draining the hard-earned EPF Funds tgovernment they have been lowered binvestors. The financial crisis sweeps
favor MNCs basically dealing in5, 10, 15, and 25% respectively through the developed world and its
speculation and Indian big comprador In the all-round financial crisis, theimpact has been severe for the people of
houses was started in the past two yeatksS and European governments arbndia. Such decisions in case of
and it received the legal stamp from theesperately trying to salvage the bigrovident fund and insurance will be
UPA government. private concerns by either taking ovedisastrous for the working people. It is
Interest payable on EPF depositthhem or saving the companies going iget another colossal crime against the
was already lowered along with smalthe red by infusion of millions of dollars. working people being perpetuated by the
scale savingsWith the lowering of All the foreign private provident fund UPA government hell bent on pursuing
interest rates the earning from the sazompanies are now in serious crisis. Thehe policies of globalization. Mass
long dependable EPF has come down ftergest provident fund company in theagitations and protesting actions of the
the workers and other service holdersvorld based in the USAIG (American people, especially of the workers and
Then after handing over the PF to thénsurance Group) has already passed inemployees are necessary to compel the
private fund mangers, recently the AJP bankruptcy The US government hasgovernment to withdraw such steps
government has proceeded further ttaken the drastic decision by buying umgainst the toiling people of Indiap t
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NANO ADIEU- SINGUR STRUGGLE MusT CoNTINUE TiLL PeasanTs GET B Ack
THEIR LAND!

ATAN Tata oficially announced on Bhattacharjee have been having kudosf the world capitalist system, the crashing
October 3, 2008 the steering ofrom the authors and leaders of thef one after another big banks, insurance

Nano car project from SinguRatanTata, imperialist globalization lobby in India andcompanies; bottomless financial crisis,
head of a $ 62.5 billion business empire, iabroad for their current frantic drive at soretrenchment of thousands of working
his press meet, minced no words tealled development, infrastructure buildingpeople and the regular closures and lay-
politically lambast the TMC and othersetting up of some highly sophisticateaffs! And obviously Mr Tata skipped the
forces fighting for the return of the plotsindustrial units, shopping malls, real-estateery important issues like the down-slide
the peasants were unwilling to part withbusiness, etc. by destroying agriculturaih the automobile market everywhere, the
RatariTata appearing as a benevolent icoland and livelihoods of peasants. merciless repression in Singur for the past
of West Bengab development process Tata shifted his Nano car project fromwo years for forcing people to be ‘willing’
spewed venom on the land dispossess&diddhaland to Modiland facing thefor handing over their precious plots of land
peasants and their supporters. Buddhaddpfiance of the Singur peasants unwillingnd about the Singur land occupied on the
Bhattacharjeee recently rubbished strike$p hand over their plots forcibly occupiedflimsy ground of “public purpose”.
bandh and militant agitation. SoAmartya by the Nano owneFata with the criminal The CPM, the comprador corporates,
Sen denounced “street activism” and nowupport of the Nano CPM. Howeydhe and the pro-globalization media are now
RatariTata got emboldened to openly fuméiming of shifting, uncanny suddenness of#vhipping up a synchronized campaign for
against the politics of agitation rallies andhe decision to shift from Singur when thepublic consumption that the pull out of the
demonstration. They never come upfrordharna programme was withdrawn Tatas from Singur spells a disaster for the
to admit the stark reality triggering suctenhances suspicion as to the realesurgent Bengal’ with a road map of
movements. programme oTata and the CPM in Singur industrialization. They discover ominous

The forcible acquisition of 997 acres ofWith a brimming over of class support foportents in the anti-land acquisition
highly fertile land in Singur by the CPM the ‘investor-friendly’, pro-big capitalists, movements by peasani&.propaganda
government for the Nano project and theorporate-agriculture-loving CPM Mr blitz is on course that a lift to prosperity of
relentless resistance against it, have nolRatan NTata has threateningly invoked thehousands of Singur people has been
already been a topical issue in the countigeople ofWest Bengal, particularly the dashed to the ground with the departure of
and abroad. The long-drawn struggle of thgouth, to choose and to side with the CPMhe Nano projectThe voices of th@ata
Singur peasants against displacement afid/ould they like to suppoithe pesent sycophants are choked and their eyes
the robbing of their livelihoods has earnedsovernment of MBuddhadeb to build a welled up in tears for the supposed huge
the first step of a great victory by forcingprospeous state with theule of law losses incurred by thEatas. It is time to
the exit of the Nano project imposed ormodern infrastructure and industrial rebuff all such nefarious campaigns.
them. The Singur peasants’ struggle mugtrowth, supporting a harmonious The Singur struggle, Nandigram
continue till the forcibly acquired plots ofinvestment in the agricultural sector to giveesistance, the series of militant struggles
peasants are given back and the drearie state a better life? Or would they likeagainst the acquisition of an estimated
sellers of so-called industrialization undeto see the state consumed by a destructi38,300 acres of land have already torn apart
the globalization process are delivered fatgiolitical environment of confrontation, the veil of so-called industrialization, the
blows, exposing their vested interests in iggitation, violence and lawlessness?....teactionary pauperizing model of

RatanTata, the head of $ 62.5 billionWho bats in such a political way ftthe development, the anti-agriculture
Tata kingdom, once again came out in theresent governmestprogressive policy? devastating policy and the ruthless
open most vocally in defence of the CPMVIr. Ratan NTata or Mr Prakash Karat? globalization agenda. Only dwgust, 2008
line of ‘development’, ‘industrialization’ etc. And what is such @ata campaign forRny the chief minister in a Kolkata meeting
by the press conference on October 3, 20@®nscious person in Bengal, as also thérew a challenge to the TMC, Maoists and
and then by means of a huge advertisemdand dispossessed peasants of Singur aathers justifying the land acquisition in
in the dailies on 17 Octobey 2008.The elsewhere, can easily understand the claS$gur In presence of corporate magnates
‘benevolent’ king in cahoots with outlook of RatanTata in finding the in 2004 Buddhadeb sermonized “reform or
Buddhadeb, Bengyrakash Karat & Co. choicest friend in the CPI (M). perish” and in the aforesaid Kolkata
steamrollered on the lives of thousands of Like the CPM-led ‘Left’ Front meeting his cup of bliss brimmed over for
Singur peasants and nearly 1000 acres government Mr RatanTata has justified “Singur is presently in the throes of a great
highly fertile land thereAn arroganfTata land acquisition, lied about transparencgevelopmental upheaval”. The Nandigram
stepped out of his world of periodicalin the acquisition, made a false charge @fdventure already proved disastrous for the
business briefings in order to denigratéheft of goods from the factory site, andmperialist  globalization  lobby
Bengals tradition of protests, militant also shed crocodilg’tears for the Singur masquerading as harbingers of
struggles against God Capitatiomination people supposedly missing the bus of development inWest Bengal. Now the
and exploitation by the landed gen®pth dream “development”. He never uttered &ingur peasants’ stubborn defiance of the
Narendra Modi and Buddhadebsingle word onthe on-going tumblidgwn Tata-Buddha orders for parting with their
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precious land and then the recent Nanmasterminding the rape and killing of theunfolding days will open up many a secret
departure have only sent a dismal messatgen-agedapasi Malik for opposing the behind theTata move.
to the destroyers of agricultural land andata project, must be for now a disheartened At RatanTatas prodding Buddhadeb
livelihoods and inspiring fighters againstot. Their grief is tinged with anger basicallydid a topsy-turvy on September 7, the day
displacement and the imperialistfor the non-receipt of many hundred crorafter officially signing an agreement of
sponsored development model. of rupees against the supply of buildingeturning the unwilling peasants “the
The unwilling peasants are still carryingmaterials even pretty before the Nano uninaximum (land) within the project area and
on their struggle to retrieve their land irrelocationTata Motors was to have reapedhe rest in adjacent areas”. The betrayer
the vast walled-up area. The so-called huge profit annually of Rs. 600 crore fron©PM bosses are now saying that no
“great development upheaval” caused bthe Singur project but it never declared thecquired land shall be returned to the
the Tata juggernaut has not only wreakedoncrete job picture. When in the minepeasantsAnd on October 5 at the stone
havoc on the lives of thousands of peasaand steel industry in Jamshedpur and ilaying ceremony for another SEZ Orion
families, one of the most fertile greenJharkhandTELCO theTatas have already Techcity Buddhadeb threatened to carry
patches has also been destroyed by thagismissed thousands of workers it was @n the war of “industrial development” and
satanic forces. The simmering discontergure fiction of roaring employmentMr. Pranab Mukherjee, the BRninister
of many of the landowners forced to handpportunities in the highly sophisticatecechoed the CM voice, We cannot
over their plots projecting them as “willing Singur factory abandon development for narrow
supporters” of this type of “development”  Tata left Singur for fear of stepped-ughterests’
now finds expression. Singur will soonstruggle for the return of land by the Only recently on 12 Novembey the
witness a groundswell of popular outburstpeasants. But the exit from Singur waleakage of the document (read another
by unwilling and so-called willing peasantsmeticulously timed weighting the marketsecret agreement) pertaining to the details
The Singur factory was constructed underiability, prospect of the Nano competitoiof October 7Agreement between the
a huge protective shield of armed policeolling out a similar carthe fact of Narendra Modi government and thata
forces aided by the benevolent CPM goonampossibility of Nanas price tag of 1 lakh Motors further exposed the dirty game plan
It bears recall that resistance of Singufbelow an auto price), the unfolding®f the Tatas to extract huge amounts of
peasants started since the very first visitutburst of Singus land-dispossessedPeoples money in the name of industrial
of Tata oficials in May 2006 and despiteand of course the better pasture in. M@evelopment. Itis over Rs. 30,000 crore in
mass-scale protest and opposition 997 acrisrendra Mods Guijarat despite payingSOPs for the Nano car project in Gujarat.
of land was forcibly surrounded onthe market price of the 1100 acres of land.ne BJP government in Gujarat appears to
December 5, 2006. The last Panchayate entire automobile industry is in crisig€ little more generous than the “Marxist”
elections virtually proved a referendum oracross the globe. The global capitalisgovernment inVest BengalAccording to
the land acquisition in Singur and the proeconomy has also sunk into deef® reports in Hindu dated November 12,
acquisition lobby of the CPM wasrecession. 2008, the Modi government has agreed not
unleashed humiliating defeats belying the  In Singur théTatas would have to incur ©Nly to provide a softloan of Rs. 9,570 crore
CPM story of mass-scale voluntary lanch minimum loss by way of transporting®t @ negligible interest of 0.1% for setting
gift for industrialization. the plant and equipment to Gujarat. BufP the project but also to defer repayment
The munificence shown to tiatas by the loss caused to the multi-croppedPr 20 years, besides initially meeting all
the cash-strapped CPM government bgingur land and to the livelihood of theth€ costs of infrastructure development,
way of almost free land, free watehe peasants, their culture and society j§Utin power tariff rates and an expenditure
subsidized power and the undisclosed tammeasurable. During the dramatize® RS- 700 crore on shifting machinery and
holidays only inspires hatred and rage ofithdrawal announcement at the pres§duiPment from Singur to Sanand in
the people. The Nano factory relocation imonference on October 3 Rafaata lied Cuiarat _
Gujarat does not terminate the prospect dfiat it was a “lonely decision” reached on 'tis found thatfor the promised cost of
employability of thousands in Singur aghat very dayNo meeting of the Board of ©N€ 1akh for each car (that is now an
the CPM bosses and the Corporates wouldirectors or shareholderall the dharna illusion) the burden on the exchequer wil
have us believe.As the highly programmes, movementsatthefactorysi{%:e Rs. 60, 000The Igaked document also
sophisticatedTata project with the remained postponed since 7 SeptembejoWs that the Modi government followed
proposed investment of Rs. 1,500 cror&t his political speech Mr Tata the CPI ,(M) govern_mentm other ways t00
could at best produce 300 to 600 jobs. Mosbncentrated attacks on the OppositioHy granting exemption even from payment
of them must have been engineers arahd struggling forces but heaped al?fastamp duty_of Rs. 20 crore forthe :!"100
skilled technical degree holders, not theraises on Buddhadeb and the ‘Left’ From‘E{Cres ofland given "’.u a_sub3|d|ze_d price of
Singur boys and girls. The fact-sheetproviding strength and encouragement t S: 409'65 crore, which is to be paid in eight
howevershows that the material suppliersthe industrialization lobhyHe did not gqual mst_allments at an 8% compound
mostly the CPM muscle men and activistforget to assure further investments i pterest .W'th a moratorium of two years.
who formed syndicates expecting windfalBengal Within daysTata found 100 acres here will algo b_e no charge for transferring
profits and whose leadethe CPM zonal of land in GujaratAll such steps appear the land which is for agricultural purpose
secretarySuhrid Dutta, now convicted of preplanned and stage-managed. The Continued on page 18
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Beat Back THE FascisT O NSLAUGHT

Ujjwala

HE recent and ongoing violence

on Dalit Christians in Kandhamal

once again highlights the need to fight
the fascist hindutva forces and
thoroughly exposes the governments,
both central and state. The state and
central government’s refusal to restrain
fanatic Hindu militias evidences their
linkage with Hindutva (BJP), soft
Hindutva (Congress), and the capitulation
of a section of civil society to Hindu
majoritarianism. The current violence
started immediately after the killing of
the notorious goon in saffron,
Lakshmanand Swamy, a VHP leader
who was working in this area for more
than 30 years solely for the consolidation
of the Hindutva forces. He along with his
four associates was shot dead by the
people’s guerillas on 23" of August 2008.

The people’s guerillas had left a
note on the spot explaining the
reasons behind the elimination of
Lakshmananda Saraswati and stated
“We have decided to punish anti-
people, fanatical leaders like
Saraswati because of endless
persecution of religious minorities in
the country. There will be more such
punishments if violence is continued
against religious minorities in the
country.” In spite of this clear
statement, Hindutva forces used this
incident to carry out massacres on
Dalit Christians holding them
responsible. Whenever the anti-
displacement leaders and activists are
branded as Maoists, the Sangh
Pariwar people are the first ones to join
the chorus. They also demand firm
action against such leaders and
activists. But in this case even after
the Maoists owning the responsibility,
these cowardly gangsters being afraid
to confront the naxalites prefered to
hit soft targets, like christian priests,
women and children.

The violence started immediately after
that incident. Attacks on innocent
adivasis, dalits, women, children belonging
to minority community were planned, led
and carried out by the Sangha Parivar
(RSS, VHP, Bajrang Dal, ABVP, BJP)
without any limit. Begining from raping
nuns, lynching innocent women-men,

disabled persons and others to burning
houses, shops, schools, orphan homes,
churches has been going as if, there is
no end to it. As of today more than 20
persons have been killed for no fault of
theirs. Thousands and thousands of
people, who are no way connected to the
killing of Saraswati, including pregnant
women, toddlers and old ones were forced
to leave their homes and are languishing
inside the forests amidst rains without
food, water, clothes till now. There are
enough grounds to believe that there was
a deliberate move by a section within the
government that crippled the
administration and police — leading to the
complete breakdown of governance
systems. The hooligans under the direct
command of the BJP and RSS leaders
burnt down shops, houses of Christians,
ransacked and looted several Churches,
burnt down some NGO offices, lynched a
girl student of a Kanyashram and a priest
at Baragarh, killed 3 persons in
Kandhamal in the presence of Police
forces. The violence is not confined to
Kandhamal district alone and started
spreading to other districts. In several
districts of Orissa there is tension and fear
of further violence. Already the situation
in Koraput district particularly in Jeypore
is very serious. Many people have fled from
their homes and villages and were in the
jungles for many days without any food,
medical care and shelter.

More than 25 people are reported to
have been killed. Tens of thousands of
exclusively Dalit and Adivasi Christians,
including women and children in
Kandhamal district of Orissa, have been
hiding in forests for close to a fortnight.
Over 4,000 houses have beentorched and
300 villages entirely obliterated. Anun has
been gang raped, another woman has
been burnt alive in a Christian orphanage,
and over 60 Churches and Christian
institutions have been razed to the ground,
many for the second time (107 churches
were set ablaze in December 2007), by
the right-wing fanatics.

Profile of Kandhamal District

Kandhamal is a recently constituted
district in 1994. It has 2,515 villages
spread over 7,649 sq km. The terrain is

IN O RISSA

inaccessible, full of hills and narrow lanes
crisscrossing the villages. Thereisn'ta
single industrial unit here. There are no
railway lines, and so no trains come
here. In this doleful land live close to
eight lakh people. In terms of castes and
tribes, the Kandha tribe constitute more
than half the population of Kandhmal.
The Panos, who are the dalits, form the
next big chunk. It is on this Kandha tribe
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) is concentrating for bringing them
into the hindutva fold. The Panos are
where the Christian community gets its
numbers. The percentage of Christians
in Kandhamal — 25 percent—is
astonishingly high compared to the 2.44
percent for the whole of Orissa. In
percentage terms, Orissa has the third-
largest concentration of Hindus in India
(nearly 95 percent in the 2001 Census).
Muslims are barely two percent.
Kandhamal remains socio-economically
backward, a large percentage of its
population living in poverty.
Approximately 90 percent of Dalits are
landless. A majority of Christians are
landless or marginal landholders.

Hindutva ideologues say Dalits have
acquired economic benefits, augmented
by Christianisation. This is not borne out
in reality. The demographic Profile of
Kandhamal suggests that in the last 40
years, the population of outsiders having
migrated into the district has increased
by 140% . They are all non-tribals and
non-Dalits, who mostly belong to the
upper castes — Brahmins, Karans, Telis,
Sundhis, Kumudis, etc. They do trade
and business with tribals and Dalits. The
stories of oppression involving them can
be narrated separately. Most of the fertile
lands in the district are under the control
of these trading communities. They are
the people who provide a good base to
all Sangh Pariwar outfits who operate in
the district and play an active role in every
communal violence in the district.

RSS activist, Swami Lakshmananda
Saraswati, who was heading the VHP
movement in Kandhamal is not a sadhu
as being projected. He was a member of
the VHP’s Kendriya Margadarshak
Mandal, a powerful decision-making
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panel. He operated largely from two
ashrams 150 km from each other. To his
followers, Saraswati was the incarnation
of Parashurama, the first warrior saintin
Hindu mythology. Saraswati saw himself
as the saint who would vanquish the
Christians. Saraswati was a member of
what are now called the Most Backward
Castes. He had to quit his job because
of some irregularities and a police case
for murder and criminal conspiracy is
pending against him. He managed to
escape many previous attempts on his
life.

The Rise of Hindutva Forces in
Orissa:

What has happened in Kandhamal
is not an isolated event. It's an outcome
of a sustained effort of the Sangh Parivar
to spread the poison of communal hatred
in Orissa. A series of anti-Christian
crusades, such as the gruesome
murder of Graham Staines and his two
sons in 1999, marked the onset of
aggressive Hindutva in the Orissa.

The Sangh’s history in post-colonial
Orissa is long and violent. Virulent
Hindutva campaigns against minority
groups reverberated in Rourkela in 1964,
Cuttack in 1968 and 1992, Bhadrak in
1986 and 1991, Soro in 1991. The hindutva
forces had witnessed a phenomenal rise
after the Bharatiya Janata Party’s coalition
government with the Biju Janata Dal came
to power in 2000.

However we can’t put the entire
blame on the BJP alone for the
consolidation of communal forces. The
role of all mainstream political parties
is equallycondemnable. The local
leaders of the main opposition
Congress party are mostly with the
Sangh Pariwar, which is the reason
why violence on minorities could not
be prevented even in pockets where
the Congress party has good
influence. The local leaders of the
Congress have always extended good
help to Swami Lakshmanananda
whenever the Swami had organized
yajnas or other communal rituals. If
one recalls the kind of role that the
Congress played during the Gujarat
riots and in the days following the
riots, one would find a similar role
played by the Congress in Orissa in
the Kandhamal situation.

Atpresent VHP has claimed 1,25,000
primary workers in Orissa. The RSS is
said to operate 6,000 shakhas with a
1,50,000 plus cadre. The Bajrang Dal has
50,000 members working in 200
akharas. BJP workers number above
4,50,000. BJP Mohila Morcha, Durga
Vahini (7,000 outfits in 117 sites), and
Rashtriya Sevika Samiti (80 centres) are
three major Sangh women’s
organisations. BJP Yuva Morcha, Youth
Wing, Adivasi Morcha and Mohila Morcha
have a prominent base. Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh manages 171 trade
unions with a membership of 1,82,000.
The 30,000-strong Bharatiya Kisan
Sangh functions in 100 blocks. The
Sangh also operates various trusts and
branches of national and international
institutions to aid fundraising, including
Friends of Tribal Society, Samarpan
Charitable Trust, Sookruti, Yasodha
Sadan, and Odisha International Centre.
Sectarian development and education are
carried out by Ekal Vidyalayas, Vanavasi
Kalyan Ashrams/Parishads (VKAS),
Vivekananda Kendras, Shiksha Vikas
Samitis and Sewa Bharatis— cementing
the brickwork for hate and civil
polarisation.

The real reasons behind the
“Communal Voilence”

The present violence in Orissa is not
exclusively a religious violence. It must
be seen as part of the evolving social
economical and political conditions in
the country in general and in Orissa
particular. Orissa has a share of 6.6%
of total value of the mineral resources
but constitutes only 1.6% of the national
industrial production. This huge mineral
resources obviously makes Orissa a
lucrative destination for the world’s
biggest multinational companies and
private capital. The Orissa government
has ruthlessly pursued land acquisition
for mining companies and for exploitation
of other natural resources through brute
force as witnessed in Kashipur,
Kalinganagar, Jagatsinghpur and
Hirakud to honour the commitments that
it has made to various corporate houses
both native and foreign.

On the other hand we can also see
the rising people’s resistance to these
globalization policies and economic
plunder by imperialists. The ruling classes

aware of this reality are finding ways to
contain the mass opposition. The Sangh
Parivar is working precisely forimperialists
through its divisive politics of creating
communal tensions and pitting the most
marginalised groups against each other;
in this case the Adivasis against Dalits,
majority of whom happen to be Christians.
The Sangh Parivar makes false claims that
Christian missionaries and Muslim traders
are responsible for illegal acquisition and
grabbing of lands of Adivasis. The notion
that Dalit Christians are responsible for
the landlessness of the Adivasis is untrue.
The fact is that there is a real decline in
the actual number of available
employment and income generating
opportunities in the area, despite the
ruthless mining and industrialization in
some areas.

The Sangh Parivar is also trying to
emulate the example of Gujarat in
Orissa by hinduizing the huge tribal
population. Orissa has about 22% tribal
population and in some districts like
Koraput, Keonjhar, Phulbani, Sundargarh
and Kandhamal they are a majority.
They are also an important base for the
Maoists who are spearheading the fight
against the mining mafia.

The present violence in Orissa must
be seen as part of overall strategy of ruling
classes to divide the people and contain
the rising people’s movements. The acute
worldwide economic crisis will have
serious repercussions in India,
particularly in an already impoverished
state like Orissa. The resulting
impoverisation will lead to more virulent
revolts of the people against their
oppressors. The sangh pariwar’s job is
to divert this into internecine battles in
order to save the rulers and the
moneybags. Its not surprising that their
coffers are filled with funds from these
sources for whom they work. The Sangh
Parivar, with the help of government is
already making plans to set up
reactionary militias in Orissa with tribal
people along the lines of the “Salwa
Judum” for suppressing the people’s
movements. No doubt, as in Chattisgarh,
they will be given a fitting reply by the
masses led by the Maoists. Meanwhile
a month back the newspapers reported
that the people’s guerrillas killed one more
of the notorious Bajrang leaders. P t
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(GUJJIAR BACKGROUND & THE QUESTION OF RESERVATIONS

Surjeet

HE agitation by Gujjars

demanding ST status is an
importent one as it is one of the largest
successful popular movements in recent
times. During their agitation Gujjars had
to face not only the police forces but
also the opposition from the other
dominant castes in the state. For some
time it seemed as if it is nothing but a
caste conflict. However defying the state
repression and the opposition from the
other dominant castes Gujjars managed
to succeed in obtaining a special quota
of 5% of reservations in Rajasthan. But
before analyzing this movement we must
consider certain facts.

Economic Backwardness of
Gujjars

Gujjars were originally nomadic
shepherds and have been described as
nomadic pastoral tribes by social
historians and anthropologists. They
were spread across the dry tracts of
western India from Kashmir to Guijrat.
When India was sparsely populated,
Gujars used to take their animals up to
the Himalayan foothills in summer and
descend back to the plains of the north
western states in winter. Subsequently
when a settled population grew and
grazing grounds shrunk, they were forced
to take to a sedentary lifestyle.

Because their nomadic lifestyle does
not permit any security, financial or
otherwise, they are often riddled with
debt. While they possess sound insight
into various aspects of conservation and
animal husbandry, they are vulnerable
to and open to exploitation simply
because they are illiterate. In other
words they stand marginalized.

The Gujjar community in Rajasthan
State constitute 7-8 per cent of
Rajasthan’s population, numbering
somewhere between 60 to 65 lakhs.

The economic backwardness of
Guijjars is evident from the data collected
by the Chopra Committee, constituted
by the government. According to this
report more than 33 per cent of the
villages did not have approach roads.
Only one district, Nagaur, was found to
enjoy cent per cent connectivity. Only

in six of the 20 districts were villages
found to be electrified. In Sawai
Madhopur district, where two people
were killed in police firing this year, about
83 per cent of the sample villages did
not have electricity. Only 22 per cent of
Guijjar families had electricity connection
in their homes and the percentage fell
to eight in the case of Bundi and Sikar
districts. As 121 villages, constituting
about 27 per cent of the total samples,
did not have electricity, no household in
these villages owned a television.

Nearly 73.3 per cent of the people
covered in the survey did not have
postal facilities in their areas. While
11.5 per cent of the villages surveyed
did not have primary schools, more
than 71 per cent did not have middle
schools. The literacy rate among
Guijjars was also lower than the State
average. About 77 per cent of Gujjar
families surveyed were found engaged
in their traditional occupations of cattle
herding and farming. In 10 districts,
around 80 per cent of the Gujjars were
engaged in such activities.

Gujjar landholdings, according to the
Chopra Committee’s report, are smaller
than the State average. Only 3.07 per
cent of the vehicles in the State are
owned by Gujjars. The average school
enrolment of Gujjars in 16 selected
districts was found to be only 5.66 per
cent of the total enrolment. In some 18
districts, Gujjars accounted for only 2.2
per centin government jobs.

The representation of Gujars in higher
education can be examined by counting
the number of students belonging to the
Gujar community studying at University
of Rajasthan, Jaipur and in its colleges
at Jaipur. The picture that emerges is
really shocking: There are only 10-15
students in post graduation courses.
Further there are only 5 students in the
Maharaja College. There are only 10-15
students in Rajasthan College and
Commerce College.(Note: Jaipur is
located almost centrally to the areas,
which are having a majority of Gujar
population). The situation of girls is even
worse. There are hardly 8-10 girls in the
Maharani College of the university out
of approx.4500.

The total representation of Gujars in

Central Civil Services recruited through the
UPSC is 5 out of which 2 have been
recruited before the implementation of the
Mandal Commission’s Report. There is
only one IAS from the Gujar community
of Rajasthan in 60 years. There is nil
representation of Gujars of Rajasthan in
the All India Services like the Indian Police
Service, Indian Foreign Service, and Indian
Forest Service etc. after 60 years of so-
called independence. Thereis nota single
Judge in the High Court/Supreme Court
from the Gujar community. There are only
two Gujars in the Rajasthan Judicial
Services. The total number of Gujars who
have taken MBBS and Engineering
degrees in 60 years is not more then
30.There are very few Gujars from
Rajasthan who have done professional
courses like chartered accountant and
management (MBA) courses.

History of Movement

The demand for ST status for Gujjars
is not new. The first time it came up was
in the year 1965, when for the first time
the Gujjar Mahasabha, demanded the
ST status in its convention at Dholpur.
Since then the issue has been hanging.
Gujjars have adopted and availed every
possible peaceful means to put forth
their genuine demands before the
appropriate quarters. But it was being
sabotaged under one pretext or the
other. Observing this hopeless state of
affairs, the Gujjars intensified their
struggle during the last 2 years.

It was the Mandal Commission, set
up in 1978, which recommended the
inclusion of the Gujjars of Rajasthan in
the OBC category. Based on this
recommendation they were included in
the OBC category in 1994. During the
Congress regime of Ashok Gehlot, the
demand for S.T. status for the
community began gaining momentum.
In November 2003, in an election rally
in Rajasthan, Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee declared that his government
would include the Jats of Rajasthan in
the OBC category. The promise was
fulfilled before the parliamentary
elections of 2004, and this fetched rich
dividends for the BJP in the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections in the State.
The inclusion of a dominant community
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like Jats in the OBC category is nothing
but making mockery of the reservation
policy. Naturally the Guijjars felt let down
as now they had to share the 27 per
cent reservation for OBCs with Jats, a
much more powerful community.

Another important factor which
strengthened the Gujjar's movement is
the facilities enjoyed by the Meenas
under tbe ST category. The Meenas, the
community that is now arraigned against
the Guijjars getting the ST status, also
have an interesting history. Unlike the
Gujjars who are spread out in north-
western India, the Meenas are a tribe
whom we find only in Rajasthan. Aland-
owning class, historians say they were
the ruling class in the ancient Matsya
(modern Rajasthan) and were even seen
as kshatriyas, like the Gujjars in the
earlier times. However their origin are
still not clear as historians differ as to
whether they have a Central Asian origin
like the Guijjars or are an indigenous
community.

The similarity between the Gujjars
and the Meenas also appear in the way
the British treated them. Like the Gujjars,
the British found this community also as
a thorn in their flesh, and one British
chronicler even called them “revengeful
and blood thirsty”. And like they did with
the Gujjars, this community was also
denominated as a criminal tribe. It may
be seen that both Gujjars and the
Meenas who had belonged to a much
higher caste order were relegated as
criminal tribes during British times. The
Gujjar and the Meena community share
similar characteristics. They inhabit
similar geographical areas; by and large
follow the same marriage patterns, folk
dance and songs, customs, culture, life
style, etc. The only difference is that
Meenas are distributed in the plain fertile
area and are traditionally good
agriculturists whereas Guijjars inhabit the
hilly, forested areas, cut off from the main
stream and thrive mainly on animal
husbandry. The traditional occupation
followed by Guijars is pastoralism, which
make them even more eligible to be
classified as a scheduled tribe.

However, post-1947, Meenas who are
economically better off being landowners
had managed to be classified in the
1960s as a scheduled tribe, while the
economically inferior Gujjars at least in

Rajasthan, however got the OBC status.

The State government was unwilling
to make any such recommendation for
fear of alienating the Meenas, who are
numerically, economically and politically
more powerful.

State Response:

The issue is not one of reservation
alone; it is a question of dealing with
huge segments of the population that
have been neglected for genarations. The
agitation reflects resentment at that
social and economic neglect. But the
response of the state government shows
its insensitivity and anti-people
character. The immediate response was
to crush the movement using brute
force. It also made use of the natural
opposition from the other castes in the
state. It used their old strategy of pitting
one caste against another.

During the last year, in May 2007
when the current movement was started
the state government responded with
bullets and 26 innocent Gujjars were
killed. Despite this the Gujjars of
Rajasthan on the assurance of the State
government suspended their agitation. As
nothing came from the government they
resumed their agitation this year by
observing the death anniversary of the
people who were killed last year. This
time too the state of Rajasthan came
down heavily on the peaceful agitators,
showering bullets on them, resulting in
46 deaths and thousands injured. The
movement saw a new turn and it spread
in the entire northern and western region
of Indiaincluding Madhaya Pardesh, Utter
Pardesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Delhi,
Haryana, Punjab and Jammu and
Kashmir, State violence could not deter
the Gujjars of Rajasthan, on the contrary
they have positioned themselves firmly
on railway tracks and highways with the
single aim and programme “Do or Die”.
The entire govt missionary used against
Guijjars failed to send Gujjars back to
their villages. Gujjars have been
demonstrating with the bullet-ridden
bodies of their nears and dear ones.

The Guajjar agitation had completely
paralyzed the state government, the
train services were completely
disrupted and roads, including the
National highway, were blocked. The
militant struggle of Gujjars had forced

the government to initiate a dialogue
and finally the government had to
accept some of their demands. Though
they were not able to get their original
demand of ST status they were able to
get an exclusive 5% reservation in the
State of Rajasthan.

The government of Rajasthan had
accepted to raise the current level of
reservation of 49% to 68% by giving 5%
reservation to nomadic tribes like
Guijjars and Banjaras and 14% to the
economically backward section among
the upper castes.

Conclusion:

The Gujjar agitation demanding ST
status must be seen as resentment of
a marginalized community, which was
made to compete with a very powerful
and dominant community like the Jats.
This highlights the fact that the grouping
under the OBC category is not
homogenous. Within the OBC category
some are very dominant and powerful
with all resources at their disposal and
some are oppressed and socially and
economically marginalized. Another
significant aspect is that the condition
of the OBC is also not uniform across
the country. There is a huge difference
in the economic and social status of
Guijjars in Western UP and Rajasthan.
Guijjars are already included in the ST
list in Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh.
From the data available one can easily
conclude that they definitely fall under
the category of a marginalized section.

The BJP. for all its opposition to
reservations, has been playing the
reservation card in Rajasthan to create
their vote banks. Earlier, the Gujjars were
weaned into their fold promising them ST
status. Then they back-tracked due to
opposition from the powerful Meena
community who has a larger population.

On this occassion the Guijjars have
had to fight a veritable battle before the
BJP government guranteed them a 5%
reservtion quota without giving them
the ST status.

Itis the strategy of ruling classes to make
different castes and communities compete
with each other and there by make a
mockery of the concept of reservation. The
reservation of 14% for the economically
backward upper castes is an indirect way
of bringing the economic criterion into the
sreservation concept. Pt
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING RAJ THACKERY

N the day after his arrest the

staid Economic Times
screamed ‘a leader is born’; ‘the only
real opposition in Maharashtra’, etc. In
tabloid style even this paper of big
business sought to create a hero out of
an upstart fraud. After splitting from his
uncle over a scramble for the top post
with his cousin, Raj's NMS has sought
to win over the Marathi vote bank from
the Shiv Sena by whipping up this tirade
against North Indians who have a sizable
presence in Mumbai. Besides the
electoral games involved itis a common
ploy of fascists to divert the masses
from the real causes of rising
unemployment into internecine
disputes. It is the age old game of the
rulers resorting to divide and rule.

On this occasion once again Raj
Thackery (RT) used the railway board
recruitment exams as the spark to
enflame sentiments. He resorted to lies
and duplicity to provoke sentiments
while his storm-troopers attacked those
coming for the exams. Afew were even
killed. The Congress government then
made a show of arresting him in the
full glare of the media in a bid to
artificially build up his image. While the
police turned a blind eye his gangs went
on the rampage attacking simple auto
and taxi drivers and burning their
vehicles. In the name of the arrest he
arrived in Mumbai under a huge escort
of police vehicles like a VIP waving to
the people and in full and continuous
glare of the TV.

In this entire game he had the full
backing of the Congress, particularly
the Sharad Pawar faction, who openly
came out in support of him. Aviation
minister, Praful Patel, made open
statements in his support; as did ex-
Shiv Sainiks (and now Congressmen)
Bhujbal and Narayan Rane. Many
remember this as a replay of 40 years
back when Bal Thackeray was built in
similar fashion by the then Congress
CM, Vasantdada Patil. Then, it was the
Madrasis (i.e South Indians) who were
targeted, now it is the North Indians.
Then too the Shiv Sena had the full
backing of the industrialists whose

main target was the CPI trade unions
(many of whose leaders were south
Indians); now too it is a known secret
that a large amount of MNS funds
come from the Gujarati, Mukesh
Ambani.

The issue has acted as an excellent
ruse to divert the masses of Maharashtra
and Bihar from the real cause of
unemployment  and growing
impoverisation with the leaders of both
states merely yelling at the people of
the other state. So that it has become
a Bihari vs Maharashtrian issue rather
than an issue of a united unemployed
against the government/moneybags and
its imperialist-sponsored policies. The
added lollipop is that the Congress will
be able to divide the Shiv Sainik votes
in the coming elections and cling to
power by outdoing the Shiv Sainiks at
their own game.

This is a very convenient ruse in view
of the coming crisis due to the
worldwide financial meltdown which will
shatch away lakhs of even the limited
jobs now available. Already even the
much hyped sectors like IT, have been
badly hit, not to mention the low end
industries like garments, leather, etc.
The effect is already being felt with
businesses collapsing or going slow;
but this is just the beginning. Far worse
is in store in the coming year. The
moneybags and government will be very
happy if the people fight amongst
themselves rather than unite to fight
their anti-poor policies.

And as for Marathi peoples’ self-
respect, in whose name he tends to
speak, RT does nothing for the
impoverished peasantry who are
committing suicide by the thousands
in Vidarbha; nor does he do anything
for the malnourished tribals of Melghat,
Thane, Nashik, etc who are dying of
starvation. He does not say anything
against the big business tycoons of
Maharashtra of whom 95% (or even
more) are non-Maharashtrians, but the
ordinary Bihari masses. He says
nothing about the agrarian crisis in a
State which has the maximum wealh
and the lowest percentage of irrigation

(a mere 15%) He talks of the
importance of Marathi but says not a
word of the domination of English which
has become a craze amongst the
Marathi middle-class as it is a must
for jobs. Besides changing signboards
is only cosmetic change when the
entire business, courts, private
schools, etc are run in English. It is a
fact that all the regional languages,
including Marathi, are sidelined due to
the domination of English and to some
extent Hindi. He must demand changes
at the top in the running of the state,
education and business if he is really
serious about the growth of the Marathi
language. Actually neither RT, nor his
backers, could care for the Marathi
people who are living in horrifying
conditions of poverty. In the long term
they are mere fascist tools in the pay
of the moneybags to bail out big
business from their crisis; in the
immediate sense he is acting as the
instrument of the Congress to bring it
back to power.

The reality at the ground level is that
some contradictions have been brewing
at the ground level which are being
further inflamed by RT. For example, the
sizable Koli population (fishermen most
of whom are with the Shiv Sena) have
clashed with north Indians who have
entered the sale of fish. North Indians,
avoiding the fish markets go house to
house selling fish at lower prices than
in the market. This has led to
contradictions. Similar contradictions
have occurred in other spheres as well.
But the people must realize that it is
out of desperation to survive that
someone enters some occupation and
it is the lack of employment
opportunities that is the real reason for
this desperate competition. The people
of Maharashtra, whether Marathis or
non Marathis, need to unite to fight
back this fascist ruse to divide them
and launch attacks on their real
oppressors — the moneybags and the
governments in their pay. They must
proper employment and/or business
opportunities or proper irrigated land for
agriculture. Pt
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“T HEY (CHINA) HAVE SIMPLY COME TO TAKE THE PLACE OF THE WEST AS THE
NEW COLONIZERS OF AFRICA.”
Siddarth —Michael Sata, a Zambian opposition politician

HE glittering show of Beijing appalling human conditiorfrica is a and Mineral products (80%), Base Metals
Olympics 2008, gagging all thetreasure trove of natural resourceg4%), Wood Products (2%), and Parts for

internal dissents, along with Chisalimbing According to the 2008 British PetroleumMotor Vehicles (2%). In 1995; oil, minerals
up to the number one spot in the gold med&neigy SurveyAfrica holds 9.49% of the and base metals constituted only 30% of
tally overcoming USA and traditional world’s proven oil reserves at the end othe Chinese imports froAfrica. In 2007 top
European Olympic powers, has not onl2007 and in the same year the regio@hinese export #frica were manufactured
bolstered the confidence of the upcomingroduced crude oil amounting to 12.5% oftems like Textile and clothing (13%);
boulgeois classes of China andsiparty the world totalAfrica had proved natural Machinery (9%); Transport Equipment (7%6)
the Communist party of China, but is alsgas reserves of 8.22% of the world total s&ind Footwear (2%) etc. Though primarily
emblematic with the emergence of China abe end of 2007 and Natural gas productiofhinese trade and import froAfrica is
amajor political and economic power to recofor 2007 was 6.45% of the world total. Thiscentered on the Oil rich states but China is
with in the world arena. When the world wag\frican oil reserve is more than Northrelentlessly expanding its sphere of
hypnotized by the Chinese display on andmerican oil reserve. In addition to the oilinfluence to otheAfrican countries as well
off the field in the Beijing Olympics, Chineseresource, this continent holds 90% of th& secure long term mining rights and supply
companies were persistently engaged inorld’s platinum and cobalt, 50% of itscontracts for non crude minerals, wood and
expanding their influence throughout thegyold, 98% of its chromium and 64% of itsother forest products and to export Chinese
African continent in a breakneck speed tenanganese and one third of uranidfica manufactured goods. Chinese presence in
secure long term supply of natural resources rich in diamonds and has the potentid}\frica seems to be everywhere and
and also to expand market for the Chineser producing 40% of the worlg’potential increasing day by day .China have secured
manufactured goods ixfrican continent. hydroelectric powefThe natural resourceslong term timber supply contracts from
When Chinese Olympians were engaged if the region are out for sale in the g|0baMozambiqu$ rain forests ; is drilling for
engrossing battles on the field tomarketand the imperialist/capitalist power®il in Sudan, mining copper in Zambia,
outmaneuver and outperform othegre competing for the 21st centurynanufacturing textile factories in Kenya,
competitors, specially strong US, Europeasscramble fofrica”. Peoples Republic of searching for uranium in Zimbabwe,
and Japanese opponents to snatch covetgina has emerged as one of the strongé&turcing cobalt from the Congo, laying
medals; Chinese companies backed Bymong the newest actors to participate i@Xpressways in Angola. Chinese
Chinese government, were also engagedtfis 21st century resource grab, giving &onstruction companies are bagging huge
engrossing battles to outmaneuver angugh competition to the regions traditionafndineering and building contractsinica.
outperform the traditional imperial/capitalistcolonizers the European powers and dshinese President Hu Jintao had declared
players in théfrican arena, the US and EU,\el| as the 20th century actors USA anéghat China will build one of i’ proposed
to win the abundant resources and emergingpan. five SEZ s imAfrica in the Copper belt of
markets oAfrican continent. (*Africa can be broadly classified inZa&mbia where Chinese operators are

In recent years China has surpassed U§ North Africa and Sub Saharan Africa &Xtracting copper from Chambishi copper
and France to become second largest tradifige states of Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Algeridhine from the 90s. China even has helped
partner ofAfrica as a single country afterTynisia, Moocco and WsternAfrica are  Nigeria to launch a satellite and built phone
USA. From 1995 to 2007 Trade betweeRonsidered in North Africa and All thenetworks in rural Ghana and other countries.
China andAfrican continent increased byterritory south or partially south of Sahara China has granted infrastructure aids to
24% per annum on an average. From 2002 fasert are considered in the Sub SaharaffriousAfrican countries to build hospitals,
2003, trade between China aAftica Africa.) water pipelines, dams, railways, airports,
doubled to USD 18.5 hillion; and in 2007 the . hotels, soccer stadiums, parliament buildings
trade increased to approximately USD 7/R@Pe€ of Africa which are a part of the policy of Chinese
Billion where Chinese Import froffrica was China is the planet’ second-biggest expansion.
slightly greater than its export A&drica by ~ consumer of oil, behind the United States European Union (E.U) is still the largest
USD1.1 billion. and within a few years it has become thgading partner of thafrican countries. In

Africa as a whole and specifically Supworld’s top consumer of timbezinc (with 2006 EU imported 126 billion Euro worth of
Saharamfrica*, which consist of all the 30% of global demand), iron and steel (27%yo0ds (almost 9% of total EU imports) from
African territory south or partially south oflead (25%), aluminum (23%), and coppeAfrica while exported 93 Billion Euro worth
the Sahara desert, is one of the mo§22%), along with nickel, tin, coal, cotton,of goods (8.3% offotal EU exports) to
underdeveloped places on the earth. In tha§d rubberin 2007Angola, SouttAfrica,  Africa.. Half of the European imported
new millennium the legacy of exploitation,Sudan, Egypt and Nigeria were the top fivgoods were energy products and 11% were
poverty, disease, and malnutrition istrading partner of China ifrican continent Food and agricultural items while only 23%
crippling the region and the situation isaccounting for about 58% of trade. The togere manufactured goods. While
worsening day by dayn contrast to the imports fromAfrica in 2007 were Crude oil machinery chemicals and manufactured
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goods account for almost 78% of EU exportdifferent from EU [ Export 2004 2005 2006

to Africa. SouthAfrica, which has a free and USA. Like| From [Export] % | Export| % | Export] %
trade agreement with EU, is the singl¢he traditional| sSup in Share!| in Share| in Share
largest trading partner of EU iaAfrica imperialist| Saharan| Billion of Billion of Billion of

(considering exports and imports ), bupowers China i Africa USD | Total | USD | Total | USD | Total
most of the EU trade is concentrated withlso using the| export export export

the NorthAfrican countries of Libya A frican US.A 37.8 27.1 52.4 29.6 61.5 29.
(exported 26 billion euro goods, mostlycontinent as d china 14.5 104 193 10.d 26.3 12
enegy products, to EU in 2006Q\lgeria rich source of UK 113 81 126 71 13.0 6.2
(exported 24 billion euro goods, mostlyprimary products : : : : : —t .
. . Japan 8.3 5.9 9.4 5.3 12.% 6.
energy products, to EU in 2006), Morocc@nd in return to _ n
(Trade worth 17.5 billion euro,2006 mostithe ~ primary |__SPain 7.0 5.0 9.1 5.2 10.8 >4

Moroccan Textile/Agro products and product is| France 7.0 5.0 8.6 4.8 9.2 4.4
European Machinery & industrialexporting| Germany| 6.3 4.5 7.1 4.0 8.5 4.]
products) and Egypt (Trade worth 16.3nanufactured| Italy 5.4 3.9 6.3 3.6 7.4 3.6

billion euro,2006 mostly Egyptian energygoods. In the veill E.U total| 50.4 36.2 61.0 34.4 66.7 32
products andTextile and European of “South-South
Machinery & chemicals). The EU is alsocooperation”, preached by China andoftloans. Chinese president Hu Jintao in his
planning to form a free trade zone aloné\frican ruling elites, China is practically address at the opening ceremony of the forum
Mediterranean (EUROMED) comprising ofpracticing Imperialist trade which hindersn November 2006 promised a bagful of
EU and NorthAfrican states to ensuredevelopment of productive forces in theommitments for increased Chinese

resource supply from these states to Etblonies. investment irfrica. Mr Hu promised to set
and as well as to protect 4 £xport market Chinese FDI and Policy for up a USD 5 billion fund to encourage Chinese
in these states . Africa investment inAfrica, provide preferential

The increased focus by EU in trade : . . lE)ans worth USD 3 billion and preferential
with NorthAfrican states resulted in steadylmpgr? ;ﬂ:‘t gc?v?/e(r:s mg%dipwvnmfrﬁzz Q:ftijo uyers credits worth USD 2 billion #frica
decrease in it share in the trade with Sub, ' between 2006 to 2009, double Chinese

. ) . - ~still the major foreign investmentsAifrica is . o .
Saharan countries and increase in ChmeéSntrolIed ]by EU gnd USA. Foreign DirectaSS'Stance wfrica in 2009 from its 2006 level
and US share of Sub Saharan trade :

IRvestment (FDI) stock of Chinadtdrica was and also waived loans of Highly Indebted
particular andAfrican trade as a whole

torTabl g S ¢ less than 1% of the over all FDI stock of 315 ogro(éounériﬁs (H";C) airicawhich matur”ed d
(ReferTable-1-A& B: Source U.S Dept. 0 Billion USD in 2006 (UNCAD).This Chinese in 5. ingg Government controlle

Commerce). The US has emerged as ”IE?DI was only 3% (2006 figure) of Chirsa’ Export Import bank or EXIM bank is playing
largest trading partner as a single country ,wward EDI stock. One of the possibl%\crucial role in expanding Chinese trade and
in Sub Saharamfrica and African  ,o<ons of small scale of Chinese Fiffiica.  PuSiness ifrica. The main activities of the
continent. In 2007 total US import from Schompared to their trade volume is that in mari@nk are Export credits, international
Saharaifrica was worth USD 67.4 Billion, ¢ the cases Chinese companies do not o jjarantees, loans for overseas construction
which comprised of almost 77% of Crudgne source and are practically negotiating |0n@nd investments and official lines of credit.
oilimport . The US importis almost entirely; o 1y, supply contract with thafrican The success of Chinese expansion in
concentrated with a few countries namelyq ntries for supply of natural resources. Bdifrica is often attributed to the soft Chinese
Nigeria (48.6%)Angola (18.6%),South possibility of projected increase of Chines&id and loan policy by the western media.
Africa (13.5%),Congo (4.6%), GabongpyinAfricais remarkably high. In 2000 China 1 e western media alleges that Chinese aid
(3.2%),Chad(3.2%),Equatorial GuineamOng with
(2.6%).All of them except Soukfricaare african Union | mpPort 2004 2005 2006

oil exporting countries. The US export togg¢ up a Forun to Sub | Import % Import % Import %
Sub-Saharaafricais USD 13.4 Billion and 5, china-Africa Sah_aran in Share in Share in Share
mostly comprised of manufactured item%ooperation. Africa | Billion of Billion of Billion of

like Motor vehicles, Spares for Oil & 9aSThrough this USD | Total | USD | Total | USD | Total

industries, Oil PlatformsAircraft parts, piatform chinais Import Import Import
construction machinery and industriaEpreading its]__China 9.9 6.9 13.4 7.7 19.4 8.9
chemicals. influence Germany 10.7 7.4 11.7 6.7 13.0 6.]

From the above facts we found thaghroughout the| France 9.8 6.8 10.8 6.2 11.3 5.4
the composition oAfrican exported goods A f rican | USA | 85 50 | 103] 59| 121 56

to China consists of primary products likgontinent by[— UK 74 51 81 4.7 89 21
Crude Qil , Minerals and forest product$neans of Japan 57 20 63 36 77 37
and this pattern is same as thattifcan  diplomacytrade italy 4_(') Z.é 4_é Z.é 5.5 Z.é

exports with EU and USA and the importe@jeals,  debt 4
goods from China consists offorgiveness, ai Spain 2.0 14 2.4 14 2'7, 13
manufactured items which is also ngackages and E-Y0t@l| 47.7 33 °43] 313 624 29
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or loan do not demand any “Environmentasupply is luring Chinese Enterprises resources .This cheap source of forced
impact assessment” of any project ospecially state controlled megaabour power remained a major source of
“Human rights records” of the beneficiarycorporations (Like Sinopec, Petrochina andccumulation of capital in Europe and
government and in this way China igChina National Offshore Oil CorporationAmerica from 16th to 19th centuiy 1884
promoting environmentally unstable(CNOOC) etc ), to invest in oil, gas andowerful Western European nations like,
projects and supporting Brutal dictatoriamining activities in resource rich countrie®Britain, France, GermanyBelgium,
regimes imfrica. The western media alsoof Africa like Sudan,Angola, Nigeria, convened the Berlin Conference to colonize
alleges that these Chinese aid and loans at@mbia , Gabon etc. HowevyeChinese Africa which is known as “Scramble of
tied up with Chinese companies getting kon’presence ir\frica is not limited to &te Africa”. Every region of the vast continent
share of the contracts and China securirgyvned super corporations onighinese barring Ethiopia was distributed among the
supplies of natural resources. But it has tdompanies have started usiAfrican European powersAfter the scramble of
be kept in mind the allegations leveled bgountries as their low cost manufacturing\frica major European powers consolidated
western media and their governments on tHse to increase competitiveness in homeeir respective coloniesAdrica from where
Chinese policy is purely Hippocratic .Theand as well as international marketshey sourced rich natural resources and
western imperialists started the aid and log®hifting of bicycle production in Ghana).practically turned these colonies into slave
policy to entangle théfrican states after Chinese companies are also increasingltates and committed heinous crimes against
WWII and most of the brutal dictatorialtrying to capture the market gfrica for the people. King Leopard —II of Belgium
regimes irAfrica were backed by US or EUtheir low cost manufactured consumegmassed huge wealth by selling Natural
countries. Devastation of environmentgoods and services and according to sonRibber from Congo which was collected by
brutal repression of indigenous people igxperts, Chinese companies are investingave laborers. In 1908, when the king handed
Africa till date is supported by westernin African textile industry to bypass U.Sthe colony to Belgium, some 10 million
imperialist powers. US, which had closesl it and E.U quota on Chinese textilds.more  Congolese people have been slaughtered.
embassy in Equatorial Guinea protestingnd more\frican countries are privatizing French, Portuguese, German, British and
against the brutal regime of Presiderfheir industries, opportunity for foreign other imperialist European powers who had
Obianguemdeodoro Mbasogo or Obiang ,direct investment in those industries igot a share of thafrican pie, mirrored the
shamelessly reopened it after US compani€§nerging and surely Chinais going to utilizge|gian conduct. The brutal British
struck oil thereAfter the nineties, facing this opportunity to i fullest extent. repression of the Boers ardricans in
severe criticism in home and international N almost every month there is someoythAfrica, setting up ghettos and
arena the US and EU tried to show an imagteclaration of Chinese investment insoncentration camps for the Boers and
makeover and started tying up aid and logffrican countries. In July 2008 Chinesexfricans in the 1890s, establishment of an
with environmental clearance and humaR@ational mineral company Sinomach signegpartheid regime which continued till 1990s
rights records of the government. Buf 25 year accord with the Gabonesgin the patronage of British and US political
actually the aid and loan policy is being useffOvernment to build operate an iron orgnq economic establishments is one of the
to create more leverage for the westedfine to produce 30 million tones of ore pepost disgraceful conducts performed in
imperialists. The Chinese policy in a way i@nnum. Sinomach will also build a 500 km,;man historyThe Brits invaded Zimbabwe
providing a new mean to thafrican railway a portand water power station .Itigng gisiocated the native population from
Governments to counter political and®XPected that investment in mine along,ejr agricultural lands and even at the time
economic leverages sought by westerfyould exceed USD 790 million. of independence of Zimbabwe, the
powers through loan and aid packages. Fbtistorical perspective unprincipled Britain refused to relinquish
an example China provided a USD 2 billion  Africa, the Cradle of human civilization, control of the agricultural land, controlled
line of credit at 1.5% interest over 17 year texperienced unprecedented repression by white settlers, to the native population.
enableAngola to reconstruct infrastructureits people and unabated loot of its resourcés recent times when the Zimbabwean
destroyed in 30 years of Civil wafhe throughout the development of Europeapeople tried to gain control of their rightful
Chinese loan enablékhgola to defy IMF Civilization starting from slave state ofagricultural land the, British media and
dictated Loan and policy conditions. InRoman Empire to development of capitalismGovernment has created an unprecedented
returnAngola committed to supply 10,000The rise of capitalism in Europe was heavilyiproar Germany under the Kaiser between
barrels per day of Oil frodngolan fieldsto indebted to Slave Laborers Africa. The 1904 and 1925 slaughtered some 80,000
China. Chinais just repeating the practice &lave traders along with their croniedderero people in Namibia. These annals of
theWestern Imperialist powers Aifrica. rounded up thousands of pédricans from death and tragedy imposed by European
In 2006 out of the 125 planned Chineséhe hinterland offrica and transported them masters uporfrican people are endless.
out ward FDI projects all over the worldfrom westAfrican costs as slave to LatinAlong with this repression extraction of
there were 26 number of projects plannedmerican ,Caribbean and noAimerican wealth fromAfrica continued throughout the
in Africa which was second only to South-colonies established by European maste29th century
eastAsian region (41 projects). Previouslywhere they were engaged in massive Sugar At the time of Scramble okfrica the
primary destination of Chinese FDI was irplantations and sugar mills ,fruit plantationd&European powers divided the continent
tax heavens of South Eaésia and ,cotton plantation and other crop producin@mong themselves complete arbitrarily and
Caribbean. The opportunity of securing Oibctivities. They were also engaged in Minewhen Imperialists reluctantly decided to
and Mineral assets to secure long termf LatinAmerica to dig out valuable mineralrelinquish formal control of their colonthe
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creation of new nation states was done ithe donor and consultants. The US and Ekktent, emulating the imperialist forces.
the line of colonial occupation and theecommend free market policies Adrican  African Oil: A Bone Of
q_uestion qf ethnicity_language was not countries, set out to privatiZ(_a sub-Saharaigntention?
given priority and which proved very fatalhealth care and water supplies and natural
for Africa. D|fferer_1t ethnic groups in manyresources, demand soua_l Services, . n stand next only to the Middle East
parts of the continent fought among eaclxpenditure cuts and other policy d|ctatesa : : .
. : nd LatinAmerica have earneifrica the
other over control of state power and in manyet, EU and US continued generoug P PR
th flict fueled by | izfaricultural subsidies to their f hi ame “the Second Gulf region.” China has
cases etcon |f:?v_verteh ueled by Tf‘enr gtrlcu urat Sli th;\eg o their a(rjmetrs,w !C%ready become second largest consumer
powers to maintain their geopoliticalin turn protected their agro products againsk . ~¢.r s, 1n 2006 China received one
hegemony and control over the region.  African agricultural producénd the chief . i : e
) . ) ) . . , third of it's oil imports fronAfrica which is
At the time of anti colonial struggle architect of this policy was the workl . :
. i . . .9% of the totalfrican export. US received
against the European Masters, after W\Wargest debtor nation with the Iargestdeﬂcn3 : . :

; ; . 3% of theéAfrican oil export in 2006Angola
II, China helped the movements and alsOnited Sates oAmerica. .

. i . : and Sudan are top two exporter of oil to
provided support and assistance to many The fall of Soviet Union and end of cold ~, . : o ;

£ th v d states. F | h d the f f Great China.While Angola export it's 25% oil
ot the newly formed states. For examplayar changed the face ot Lrea pc?We|5roduction to China, Sudan exports around
China built a train line betweéFanzania intervention irAfrica. In the mean time China - : : .
. i . . . . 213 of it's production to China. In the first
and Zambia free of cost and gifted it to thalso went through a dramatic change in itg)
. . ree months of 2008ngola has surpassed
two nations which was calleianZam home frontAfter the death of Mao, from . : L
: : ) . audiArabia to become Ching'single
railway. Thousands offrican students 1979 bourgeois elements in the party a rest supblier of oilAndola exported
studied in Chinese universities since thesociety were able to gain control of power, 9 PP 9 P
d q Chi ds th ds \afith the ch inth uCture | .dabout 688,000 barrels a day on an average
independence. China sends thousands e change in the power structure inside '« < oo months of 2008 which is 55
doctors, technicians and agriculturathe countryinternational role of China also :
: . X . __percent more than a year earlighe
engineers to many of these newly formedot changed. The earlier practiced egahtarlf% . . .
o i ) epublic of Congo, Equatorial Guinea (EG),
states to helpfrica in her own small way International policy gradually made way for, . =~ . . .
) . . . : Nigeria,Algeria, and Gabon are also major
The relation between thedkfrican a foreign and trade policy that is no bettef .~ : : . .

i d chi kind of politicathan the i ialist f The Chi frican supplier of oil to China. It is to be
countries and china was a kind of politicathan the imperialist forces. The Chinesg . ' - Nigeria, EG and Chad export
alliance where they supported each othérourgeois class in collusion with .~ o :

. : : . . : majority of their oil to Us but China has
in UN and other international forums. International capital formulated Chigaiew , . : :
Lo X i . tarted sourcing oil from this countries also.
After the WW I, a cold war situation economic policy which had transforme : N
o . he oil fromAfrica is preferred by the
also developed between the two supethina into a cheap manufacturing base f(E : .

v United&ies oAmeri d th d. Ch killed & unskilled lab hinese and as well as US refineries for
powers namely United&es oAmericaand - the world. Cheap skilled & unskilled labour - ..\ " s ifur contents which make their
Soviet Union. Both of the super powers trieduthless ruling classes as partners a : . . .

: i . ; . . ocessing easier and yields higher
to cast their spheres of influenceAsinica  secured opportunity of profitable investmen S and Chinese Imports of Crude
colluding with the local ruling elites of thehad made China the most favore d Prod f P leCtAfi
African countries.Access to natural investment destination for imperialistcapitaf'Jm r_o ucts from SelectAfrican
resources oAfrica was one of the major in the developing world. The new economicountries
forces behind the clash of the superpowergolicy not only created a massive demand Janua}ry - June 2007 _
To curb the increasing Soviet influence irfor Oil, Metals and Mineralg,imber, Agro In the first six months of 200¥rica has
Africa the US and EU powers toppled civiliarproducts as raw materials to keep the expdgtirpassed Gulf of Persia or Middle east as
governments, created proxy wars oriented economy rolling but also created @il exporter to USAfrica accounted for
supported brutal dictators and ruling clergieskewed income distribution in the Chines@round 19.78% of the total US import of
and devised schemes to makeAfiican society An upper stratum of the petti- 2,370,125,000 barrels of oil from Jan to Jun
countries economically dependant antlourgeois and bourgeois class along witA008 whereas Gulf of Persia accounted for
entangled with their global imperial capitalisthe bureaucratic bourgeois class iground 18.75%The topAfrican exporting
system. On the military front US continuedoecoming filthily affluent where a majority countries to USin t_he c_>rder of perce_ntage
supplying arms to dictators like Joseplof the working people are becoming poorepf Us imports are Nigeria (8.38%Igeria
Désiré Mobutu in Zaire, Jonas Savimbi ifThe convulsive consumption of neo rich(4.11%) ,Angola (3.89%),Libya(0.86%),Chad
Angola and Samuel Doe in Liberia. The newlyuling classes in China has also contribute®.78%), Congo-Brazzaville(0.54%),
formed underdeveloped states werto increase the internal demands for Oil andquatorial Guinea (0.48%) Gabon
provided with westerAid and Loans which metals in the countryThe compulsion of (0.33%),Tunisia (0.1%), Ivory Cost
distorted the terms of trade and terms afourcing the natural resources had forcd@.08%),Egypt (0.06%) and Ghana (0.03%)
borrowing of theAfrican countries in the the Chinese ruling junta to look forward tofor the above mentioned period. Except
favor of the aid and loan providers. The veithe continent offrica. Building on its Algeria Libya , Egyptand Tunisia, who are
of western “Aid” encapsulated an entirgprevious good will and banking on theconsidered among NOTMFIC&N_COUHIFIES, _
process of appointing consultants from theacuum created by the absence of Soviggst are from the Gulf of Guinea and this
donors, paying them from the aid packagé)nion from 1990s onwards China slowly butegion accounted for around 14.65% of US
implementation of recommended policiesurely developed political and businesgnportin first half of 2008.
which bear no responsibility of failure onrelations withAfrican countries to a great ~ The Gulf of Guinea is now the hub of

African oil reserves of around 9.49%,
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US activity inAfrica with considerable US the middle east and as well as in the Gulf ddN sanctions. The Oil reserves in Sudan
investment by Exxon-Mobil, Chevron, Guinea and Nortifrica. Throughout the and probable rich unexplored Oil reserves
Occidental Petroleum in Nigeriangola Africa US has increasedstmilitary activity in Darfurian region of Sudan coupled with
and new found oil Resources of Equatoriddy conducting joint exercises andstrategic location of the Darfur region is
providing Military trainings to Senegal, the motive behind the US move.

Thousand us China | Gambia, Chad, Niger etc in the recent past. But the relationship between Chad and
b_blld_ US troops have also performed maritim&S are in troubled waters. The Chadian oil
nger_la 1,078 19 drill in the Gulf of Guinea. is primarily controlled by US and stringent
Algeria 721 26 Comparable with the Olympic arenaconditions ofWorld Bank (WB) loan for
Angola 82 465 China and US are trying to outmaneuveihe Chadian oil pipeline has earmarked a
Congo 76 99 each other in Sudan and Chad, twsmall amount of the Oil profit for the
(Brazzaville) neighboring states in the Sahara deséMilitary spending of the Govt . In 2006 a
Gabon /6 20 where Chad is situated in the west of SudaRarfur-Sudan based Chadian rebel group
Chad _ 69 0 The strong presence of China in Sudaneg&tacked Chad and reached nearcidpital.
E?J:Jnaetgrlal 57 73 | Oil Assets, coupled with Sudan®il In 2006 president ldriss Deby decided to
Cameroon 78 5| reserves and presence of US in Chad, iake more of the oil revenue for beefing up

responsible for present escalation of crisiilitary expenditure. Subsequently the
Guinea, Chad etc. EU oil giants like Shellin Darfur region of Sudamn internal WB decided to suspend loans to Chad. In
BP, Total andAGIP are also having huge conflict in Sudan over pastures and watéhugust 2006 Deby created Chadwn oil
investment in this region and in Northerrsources between nomadic and agriculturgpmpany and threatened to expel Chevron
African states; the traditional strong holdribes erupted in a catastrophic arme@nd Petronas for not payiriaxes and
of EU. US policy to strengthen US energyonflict which killed and displaced huge@lso demanded a 60% share in the Chad
security stressed intensification ofpopulation . Cameroon oil pipeline .For the time being
cooperation wittifrican enegy producers  In 1979 US diplomacy was successful iihe matter was solved but Chad and Deby
both from NorttAfrica and Gulf of Guinea. cajoling Sudan out of the Soviet ambit angtarted looking beyond US /EU ambit and
The volatile situation in Middle East duesubsequently US oil giant Chevron wad00king to China for future collaboration.
to Iraq war , ruptured relations with Iranjnvited to develop Sudanian Oil fields.China which had severed diplomatic ties
the growth of anti-American sentiments irChevron found big oil reserves in souther/ith Chad , reestablished it after meeting
Latin America and antagonistic relationsSudan That oil triggered Sudas'second With Chadian foreign minister in 2006 and
with Venezuela and the rise of Chineseivil war in 1983. Chevron was target ofin return Chad broke bfies withTaiwan
influence inAfrica are the major factors repeated attacks and killings and suspendétihich china does not recognize as an
determiningAmerica’s rush to secure oil the project in 1984. In 1992, it soldsit independent countrChina committed a
supplies fromAfrica. These compulsions Sudanese oil rightsA treaty between USD 80 million loan package to Chad for
came to play in easing of the economiSouthern Sudanese rebels and tHg!/lding a refinery near Chesi'capital
sanctions against Libya in 2004 andsovernment on Oil profit sharing brought\ Diamena, roads and other infrastructure
immediate resumption of operations of UShe civil war in southern to a temporary halt, China also secured oil exploration rights
Oil companies there. Then China began to develop thdSouthernChad.The workin the refinery
To protect its oil interests andabandoned Chevron fields from late ninetie§ Under progress with Chinese expertise.
investments in this bay and ensure regulavith huge success. Now 13 of the 15 mogdi"€ influence of China over Sudan and
supply the US has planned stAfrican  important foreign companies operating ir-had may calm down the Darfurian crisis
Command Force (AFRICOM) and in theSudan are Chinese and Sudan exports 2/38d s well as Chaslproblems with its
process of setting up a western militaryts oil output to China . rebels for the time being. !n away China
base in Sa®ome/Principe 124 milesithe A consortium led by US giant Chevron@S been able to establish itself as an
Gulf of Guinea coast. The US has alreadgnd ExxonMobil struck oil in Chad angassertive and stab|I|2|_ng power in this
established military bases in Dijiboti andcommercial oil exploration and transport of-Nad-Darfur-Sudan region overcoming the
Ethiopia in the eastern partAfrica which  the oil through Chad-Cameroon pipeline téJS/EU‘
is also called the Horn @firica. From 2007 Cameroon coast started in 2003Tuesday, September 25,
onwards the US has launched a proxy wa&ollaborating with the corrupt Chadian2007
in Somalia where US backed and supportetdictator Idriss Deby , US started actively The imperialist forces colluding with
Ethiopian Forces invaded Somalia on thbacking Chad based Darfurian rebels witlocal ruling clergies are continuing their
pretext of “War onTerror “ to curb the power arms. US also stated political propagandioot of resources fromfrica and making
of Islamic Court in Somalia for their allegedagainst the Sudanese Government allegirgiper profits and competing among
involvement withAl-Quieda.The intension conducting genocide in Darfuifhe themselves to grab th&frican wealth.
of the military intervention was to put up aallegation of Genocide may provide the U hina is also acting like a new Imperialist
puppet regime which will ensure absolutevith an international mandate to invadéorce inAfrica . The profits from the natural
hegemony of US in the geo politicallyDarfur with a US/Nato led force. Chinaresources have swollen the coffers of
sensitive Somalia and HornAfiica from  continued their support to Sudanese Govinperialists and ruling classes but people
where the US can protect its interests iwith arms and also shielded Sudan againsf Africa have been betrayed, left out and



repressed. The continent is reeling witfior the autonomy for the Ogoni people, &onclusion

poverty, malnutrition, child death, fair share of the proceeds of oil extraction, \Whether the current Chinese
unemployment, hungefamines, state and remediation of environmental damagexpansionism iAfrica will bring China into
sponsored repression on the people atd Ogoni lands in the Niger delta in a nonjirect conflict with former “oil-suckers” in
conflicts. For the past fifty years Oilviolent way But the Execution of leadersAfrica: US, EU and Japan or there will be a
companies in partnership with successiveepression on the people could not crusgbmpeting coexistence of all the opportunist
brutal dictatorships and so calledhe movement of the people and militanforces inAfrica; only the future can telhs
democratic governments have extractegeoples movements under the leader shighina is the largest trading partner of the US
hundreds of billions of dollars of profit of Movement for Emancipation of Niger and the Chinese economy is intertwined with
from Nigeria and also from other countrieelta (MEND), Niger Delta People’ the world imperial capitalist system; the
of the Niger delta. The oil extractionVolunteer Force (NDPVF) have challengec€hinese resource seekingAfrica is not
activity have displaced people from theithe hegemony of the imperialist forces imgainst the basic interest of Imperialist
fertile farm lands , Oil leakages haveNigeria. From 2006 onwards due to militant;apitansm But increasing assertiveness of
polluted their creeks , which were full ofactivity of these people’ forces, oil Russia in the world arena and renewed
fish and caused irreversible environmentalompanies like Shell, Eni, Chevron havectivity of the Shanghai Cooperation
degradation .Thus Oil industry havebeen forced to shut a considerable portioDrganization $CO), a security block
destroyed livelihood of millions of peopleof their onshore oil exploration activity in comprising of centraisian countries created
in Niger Delta. The Nigerian governmentNigeria. InAfrica people have startedpy Russia and China in 2001, in the future
hand in glove with the oil companies,organizing against the exploiters. Whemnay lead to a more antagonistic relation
unleashed repression on the people of tighinese president Hu Jintao visitetetween the traditional imperialist block of
Niger delta when the people of the NigeZambia he faced a huge protest by)S-EU-Japan and Russia-China lead SCO.
delta started demanding their just sharambian workers and opposition partie@my people ofAfrica can defeat the 21
of the oil wealth. The Royal Dutch Shell. They were protesting against the neatentury Imperialist Scramble #frica by
conspired with the Nigerian Military absent safety norms in the Chinesfising in revolt against the local cronies and
regime and Judiciary to execute Ken Saroperated Chambesi copper mines. In 200fheir Masters. The people should reclaim their
Wiwa , a Nigerian poet, author 51 miners were killed in a mine blast. Thqust rights over the natural resources of the
environmentalist and President ofwvorkers also protested against theontinent and should strive to develop the
Movement for the Survival of the Ogoniprevention of trade union activities anctontinent in a self reliant truly democratic
People (MOSOP), along with his eightruthless oppression of workers movemergath so that the specters of exploitation,
comrades of MOSOP in afalse trial in 1995demanding better wages and worlgoverty hungermalnutrition, disease created
Ken Saro and his comrades were fightingonditions in the said copper mine. by Imperialism can be conquered. p ¢




SIXTIETH Y EARS OF AL NAQBA — SIXTY Y EARS OF UNRELENTING P ALESTINIAN
Sujoy RESsISTANCE

WO thousand eight, is the BO Review October 1988]. Facts, howeyerthe native Palestinians. It was not
anniversary of the continuousproved that it was a tactical move towardsomething exceptional as communities of

struggle of the Palestinian people fofuture expansion of Israel. The crude realitgephardic Jews (known Agab Jews who
national liberation. Sixty years back Israeis that in that Israel, 40 percent would bepokeArabic and identified ethnically as
was created by the big powers of the worldon-Jews. Neither thrab League nor the Arabs) had been living in Palestine for long.
robbing the Palestinians of their right tdPalestinia\rabs accepted this scheme anBesides that, the migrant Jews brought with
their homeland. Since then the state callesbon after the formation of Israel hostilitiesthem their medical and agricultural
Israel expanded further by occupying morstarted between Zionists and freedonmknowledge that attracted the native
and more Palestinian territories. It is a sadaving PalestiniansAn Arab Liberation Palestinians.
of a heroic resistance of a freedom loving\rmy was formed while Zionists, who had  Howeverfrom the flickers of grievances
people for six decades against an evil arelready an armystrengthened it many actual problems were felt when the influx
illegal Zionist state supported by US andimes. TheArab armies from Egypt, Iraq, of Jews increased after tNeéorld War |.
other imperialist powers. Lebanon, Syria and Trans Jordan attackeléws were 6% of the Palestise’

As the state of Israel celebrated 60ttsrael on several fronts but they provegbopulations in 1914 and by 1939, after the
anniversary of its so-called “& of inferior to the enhanced strength of th&lazi policy of extermination of Jews, the
Independence” on May 14th, thelsraeliarmy number of Jews in Palestine reached 30
Palestinian people marked the 60th year of Then started a mass scale ethnipercent. The Jews were long victims of anti-
their displacement, occupation andleansing operations in Palestine. CrackSemitism and then the Fascist onslaughts
suffering. The Palestinians observe Magnd greed ofrab states showed distinctbut in Palestine the increasing number of
15th as the day that signalled begininingigns. Golda Meier (later an Israeli Primelews not only changed the ethnic scenario,
of “al Nagbd (the Catastrophe). minister) and other Zionist leaders heldand was being alienated on a large scale

On March 10, 1948, two months beforesecret negotiations with Trans-Jordan (latérom the Palestinians and the actual motive
the formal cration of Israel, David Ben-known as Jordan) kinébdullah, who of the British government was abundantly
Gurion and top Zionist leaders met secretlwanted his state’border and both partiesclear The US government could envision
to finalize the plan, code named “Plan Daletin the negotiations, tried to thwart arthat a client Jewish Palestine would ensure
to accelerate the ethinic cleansing of thindependent Palestine. Thus after 1949 Western interests in oil in the future. Ofi 2
Palestinians, which bgan in the 1930s witlwas proved that the promised PalestiniaDecember 1917, the British Prime Minister
formation ofTerrorist Zionist outfits such state will not be possible without at firstArthur Buford assumingly wrote to the
as the National Military Organization andremoving the Zionists. By about 2000British Jew leader Rothschild “His
the Sern GangAs a part of this plan, about 20 percent of th&rabs lived in majestys government views with favor the
Palestinian villages and towns werdPalestine under the extreme of threagstablishment in Palestine of a national
bombed, pillaged and depopulated in ordeystracization and repression and many hav®me for the Jewish peopleThe Arab
to establish a Jewish state with minimasince been forced to flee to tAeab and leaders strongly protested it. The influx of
Arab presence. Ben-Gurion issued striaither states. Jews created actual problems and the
instructions that “every attack has to end Soon after theNorld War |, small members ofirab League asked the British
with occupation, destruction andstreams of Jews came pouring fidfastern authority to stop the influx of Jews, enact
expulsion”. It was no surprise thatEurope into Palestine, establishing smatules to save Palestinian properties and
masscres like Défassin fallowedAround colonies and towns. Soon after Theodatemanded freedom of Palestine after the
800,000 palestinians turned in to refugesjerzels book, in 1897, in Bassel city ofWorld War |. Howevey theArab League
entire villages and cities were ransacke8witzerland the first Zionist Conferencedid not ignore the question of the Jews.
and destroyed ifiel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem was held A programme was declared on In Palestine, Jews were a miniscule
and other areas. Hundreds of thousandse formation of a free Jewish State ipercentage of the population. Historically
of innocent civilians were killed, most of Palestine. Thus Zionism received its firsthe son of a priest made the first bid for a
them in cold bloodit was systematic and concrete shape. In 1902, the Britishlew state during the Ottoman Empire. In
brutal cleansing ofArabs, that produced government offered a proposal to the Jewfact, it was one of the first historical efforts
Israel 60 years ago. to handover a 40 to50 square kilometer aréa mix religion and nationality for a separate

We learn from Sinha Flapi®*Birth of in Uganda irAfrica. Herzel agreed but his Jewish state. Howevianuch laterTheodor
Israel: Myth and Realities’ that “Zionist associates opposed the proposal. Sostarz, a Hungarian, theorized a sustained
acceptance of the United Nations Partitioafter this proposal batches of Jews reachedovement for a separate state of Israel. He
Resolution of November 29, 1947, was a fdPalestine. In Europe, the Zionist movementrote a book on the Jewish stateef
reaching compromise by which the Jewisheceived some support for the fact that théuudenstgtin 1896 that became widely
community abandoned the concept of dews had been the victims of anti-Semitipopular among the Jews, scattered in many
Jewish state in whole of Palestine angolitics for centuriesAn interesting thing countries. Howeverthis theoretician of
recognized the right of Palestinians to theiwwas that the Jews who settled in Palestindudaism did not envision a Jewish state in
own state.” [Quoted in th&lonthly migrants from Europe were befriended byhe present Palestine for its location far
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away from Europe. with the connivance of the BritishAnother sect among the Jews called
The Holocaust, Israel formation andnandatory government. For the groundssenes preached an escape route from the
Palestinian Catastrophe of 1948 (known asgork of ethnic cleansing and executing theocial evils by setting up monistic-type
the al Nagba) are a closely integratedionist plan even a decade back in 1936-38mmunities in the countryside without
phenomenon. Holocaust of the Jews is\ahen the Palestinians rose into a revolprivate property and also rejected slavery
horrible history created by Fascism irthe British government calculatedlyThen the Zealots combined religious faith
EuropeThe victims of fascist brutalifghe murdered and exiled most of the Palestiniawith political agitation against the Roman
question of fanning Zionism, theleaders who had organized the rebellionule.
capitalization of emotive issues, robbing thd hus by 1948 the Palestinians were almost Jesus also preached in Jerusalem which
Palestine people of their right to their landeduced to a terrorized and defenseless lotas a hotbed of class conflict directed
and the highhandedness of tWestern failing to put up a sufficiently fitting against the Roman Empire and religious
powers are issues that are to be seenfi@sistance to the lIsraeli armyhe stirrings. Chrisg followers panned to other
proper perspective to understand thBalestinians virtually threw their lot with cities. Assyrian and Babylonian
Palestine question. 60 summers havige inefectualArab League to redeem themconquerors had deported the ruling classes
passed by after the dispossession &fom such distress and occupation of theisf the Jewish states of Israel and Judea to

Palestinians. land. The pan-Arab solidarity proved to baviesopotamia 500 years ago. Many of them
It is often kept under wraps that ina failure time and again. had not returned when the Persian Emperor
Germany the extermination of Jews includeg;”mpseS of Past History Xerexes restored Jerusalem to them. Thus

the Jews spread to various places and got
settled. Large number of other Jews had
(lt{re]ft Palestine to settle at different places in
e Mediterranean region. Thus at the
eginning of the % CenturyAD large
been born in Bethlehem in the Roma{ewiSh p_opglati_ons got s_ettled in every
Nazism. Such omission is deliberate to cov rovince of Judea. the Nefestament <eman city like |rAIex_andr|a, Rome _etc.
up the motive behind the formation oflsrae?ays_ Jerusalem wa,s one of the largest citi&]e Jews even wlth the_|r various
directly supported and aided by bigOfthe Roman Empire. In the first haIfofthesettlements malntalned an identity as a
Western powers to make anglo- 1% Century poverty was however quiteseparat(_e cor_nmumty _through _thelr
American base to help in their oil intereStsextensive, Particularly in Judea, Samaria a onotheism (single invisible god), rituals,
It was first the Zionist ideology and thenGaIiIee, leading to considerable hostility t letary rules and observance of a day of
the basically US design in the making of,o Romans as well as to a Jewish uppée?St' They were also expected to pay regular
the Israeli policy that continues till NOW .|5ss that collaborated with the Romafmounts for the maintenance of Jerusalem
The Zionist ideology born on the gyiortionist governors. There was a neaﬁnd pay a visit to the city for the Passover
Palestinian soil in the late ®@8entury grew uprising against King Herod just before higestival. They focused on their Synagogue
and received all support from tiiéestern death, in which 3,000 Jews are said to ha\;@eeting places. Judaism also found many
imperialists who made it an issue to takgijeq. Herods sonArchelus put down a converts. Monotheism unlike the pagan
over most of the Palestinian territory torising, crucifying 2,000. There was aguer"k{eligions with many gods associated with
build up a Jewish state. This Zionism wag,ar in the countryside of Galilee led by gertain localities, had a unifying power for
fanned with all possible ways by the Britishhertain Judas who called himself as thi€ urban traders, artisans etc, of different
colonizers of Palestine, particularly from“King of the Jews”. The Roman rulerslocations. This could build up a bridge to
1917. Judaising Palestine naturally meant thlessly crushed one after anothefonnect Jewish communities thousands of
de-Arabising Palestine and ethniGepeliion. Jerusalem frequently became miles away with feelings of suffering
cleansing. In February 1947 British rulergyatile field. In all such bloody clashes, th&alestine under the Roman Empivet,
had to leave Palestine and they left behingass hatred of the Jewish poor against tfgen the Jews of Palestine rose in revoltin
the ground work and horrendously criminaewish upper classes mingled with th&D 70 they did not find the chorus of
plan to activise the Zionist programme. Ityeneral hatred of the occupying Romafebellion by Jews elsewhere. Here we
1948, the conspiracy was meticulouslyorces. Like in the Christian religion, classshould keep in mind that Christianity
hatched up and between February arghsed differences found expression ifmerged on the scene as a version of
October of that year the imperialists proppeglifferent interpretations of the Jewishudaism butincorporated emotive aspects
up the Israeli army that attacked andeligion.Against the view of the rich who from other religions and infused new
eliminated more than 500 villages and 1%ollaborated with the Roman Empire, th&lements on birth, death, love, kindness of
towns, killing, ravaging and devastating thion-hereditary religious scholars coming New world etc. Howevewith the
lives of Palestinians who were forced ta@rom various backgrounds were inclined t¢ooption of Christianity by the Roman
flee in hundreds as refugees from their owfavor the Pharisee School, emphasizing dampire it threw away its earlier message on
land. This was ethnic cleansing, ironicallystrict adherence to the Jewish Law as fourRHrity and povertyleading to dissidence.
on Hitler lines, with half of the populationin the OldTestament relating to rituals andVhat emerged as a version of Judaism, the
uprooted and the properties and culturalietary rules, and they opposed the upp@arly Christianity dropped strict rules
sites taken over by the criminal Zionistslass collaboration with the Romansallowing people to be more attracted and

large number of communists from the
Jewish communityAnd Hitler was as

venomous against the Jews as against t Sginning in the previous centuries an

powerful presence of communists, among, . bacame the official ideology of th
vthm many were Jews. S0 the Ho!ocau?:tmpire. Jesus of Nazareth is said to ha?P
victims were not solely the racial victims of

Christianity survived the crisis of
oman Empire after 408D. It had a small
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added popular motifs from the religions ad#lention may be made of a huge guerilland an atmosphere was created to keep the
embodied in the NeWestament with lot of war in the countryside of Galilee led byPalestinians posted with the developments
contradictions. It could appeal poorcertain Judas who identified himself as th&#om Haifa on the coast to Jenin in the North
artisans and trades people along with tH#&ing of Jews”. In a near uprising againsto Jericho near the Dead Sea.
rich with power and wealth. The ChristiarKing Herod, about 3000 were said to havﬁrab Nationalism
message initially could provide consolatiordied. It must be made it clear that like in The soread of Islamic faith after the
to the poor as well as a sense of betterme@hristianity class diferences were quite P X
for the rich with some provisions ofobvious in various interpretations of Jewis death of Prophet sm_wltaneou_sly spread
. . prov S P ) r,-b\rabu: from Saudhrabia to Kuwait, Qatar
purifying guilt through confession, etc. Itsreligion like the Sadducee School, Pharlsesman BahrainYemen Lebanor; Syria
power was vastly enhanced by thé&chool, the Essenes School étfter the Jordar,1 ofVVestAsia to'African S’udan '
patronage of the Roman Empire, th€rusade many further went into eX”eEgypt and then to the countries Soutk; of
bishops arrogating to the right to confirmHowever during the rule of Salauddin many, - Mediterranean Sea like Syria, Tunisia
the correct version of the doctrine. Hereticdews came back to Palestine. geria, Morocco etc. and in al su,ch stateé
arose but the Papal power mingled with the Jerusalem then became a center erabic Was adopted .as the state language
state power and this continued for the nextompeting religions of different classes inrhrough the struggle first against the rule '
one thousand year&nd Judaism that respect of the Roman Empire. The JeW%,f Turkey and then againsinglo-
once became the universal religion of theven before Christ were dispersed peOplﬁ‘merican imperialism pan-Arab
masses lost much of its ground and Jewdany Jews had left Palestine to settle iﬂationalism emerged but that could not
became scattered communities in Eurogbe Mediterranean region. It was found th%aterialize with splits, interventions by
with some mythical link with Palestine ofby the 1st centuryAD large Jewish Anglo-American-Fren'ch conspiracies
the yore. populations in about every Roman city aﬁetrayal of thérab rulers since the setting,
Though being a JewMarx critically scattered communitie¥et, over centuries up of the state of Israel. What has come to
studied Judaism and the problems of ththe Jews maintained their identity as %ass is a chronic rivalry among theab
Jews. Marx supported the demand for civiéeparate community with their belief in &tates. When in 1958. the then president of
rights for Jews, considering that civil rightssingle god, dietary rules etc. Egypt, Nasser Wantéd to build a united
would only confer political emancipation, History records that the Newaih \;vorld none except Syria responded
an insufficient but necessary step towardglonarchies and absolutisms tha{0 it and it too withdrew from this bid in
human emancipation. Going against thdeveloped in France and Italy were moregeq Eyen against Israel tAeab states
famous German thinker Fichte who arguedirulent than the old feudal ord@he joint 44 repeatedly proved their weaknesses
that the Jews themselves were unwilling tsonarchs, Isabel and Ferdinand in Spaify, 4 submission to imperialist pressures. In
free themselves and that that Christiansonquered the Moorish kingdom of;g91 Gulf warwhen the US was attacking
could not bestow freedom on Jews, for the§granada and fought wars over territory "i'raq, noArab country stood by Iradfter
themselves were not free, Marx stressddaly. Marriage alliances ensured thghe defeat in the war with Israel, the
on the fact that for enjoying civil rights, relationships between Spanish monarchi%ﬁesidem of Egypt stooped so low to strike
the Jews could not be advised to shuand HenryViii of England. Isabel and up notorious Camp David treafynd what
Judaism. For Marx religion being a privaté=erdinand of Spain fallowed the conqueskjjed the pan-Arab nationalism was the
affair, the state had no right to intervene iof Grenada and committed inhuman crimeg; atist concept that ignored nationality
it. Jews comprised about 1% in Germanthat the Islamic kingdoms meted out tQentiments of varioudrab countries and
and yet had financial power emanating fronChristians. The Christian rulers used thgiq not take into account the fact that
successful commerce and trade. For Mairquisition to convert to ChristianitBy  arabic is not the mother tongue of the
this power enable the Jews not only tthe 17" century along with 900 years of phegple of most of therab countries except
demand civil rights and to infiltrate theirMuslim population, the Jews were expelleghat of Jordanyemen, Saudhrabia etc.
social and commercial values in the civibn a large-scale. The Jews were toleratethq the absence of the strong Marxist, left
society The state also assimilated thosey the Muslims for so long a period andnovements, as present in the 1950s, has
values. His criticism of Judaism as a religiomow they dispersed to Nor&frica, inthe  made it possible the US conspiracies,
was based on dialectical materialisnTurkish-ruled Balkans and Eastern Europgyggression and domination using Israel as
posting it in history The Palestinian territories had seeR pro-US client state to loot oil resources
Itis a fact that the Jews faced repressianany centuries of colonial domination angf theArab countries.
when the Roman Empire adoptedccupation. During the 500 year rule ofthe  TheArab countries are obviously class
Christianity as the state religion, leading t@ttoman Empire the Palestinians not onlgjvided and in some of them feudo-religio
the exodus of many Jews from Palestin@ndured mass oppression but also creatgtbnarchy prevails. Some of them are
The Roman Empire created extensivarich literary traditionThe FirstWorldWar  quintessentially pro-American. The Saudi
poverty and resorted to extortionist levelshrust the Palestinians under the Britisinonarchy supplies half of US#0il needs.
of taxation to pay tribute to Rome. TheEmpire through the mandate systemt is now clear thatmerican imperialism
people rose in revolt against the Romaridowever new urban trade centers likeendorsed the oil price rises by OPEC in the
and the Jewish upper class, the Jewidkamallah and Nablus emerged. Many newsd70s. What gladdened it was that going
Kings invited the Romans in 139 BC.papers like Filastine, Mirat-al-Sharg, ando be a move more unjust mechanism by
Jerusalem saw repeated riots and revoltBalestinian Bulletin went into circulationwhich many of those oil rich states with
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greater revenue would be greater importdrappen in a short-lived unity of thegab culminated in Egyps November 20,1977
of armaments from th&/est, the US in countries and intensified struggle ofreconciliatory téte-a-téte with Israel further
particular It was found that by late 1970sPalestinians. There also happenedggravating the fragilerab unity vis a vis
SaudiArabia and Iran topped the list oftemporary unions of Syria and Egypt tdsrael. In this meeting Israel could neutralize
arms Importers from the US and otheform UnitedArab Republic (UAR) and of the Egyptian factor and formally put
Western countriedA report in the British the UAR and IragAll Arab countries at forward a plan for Palestine autonomy in
media in 2007 said that the British Ministetteast rhetorically has shown eagerness ftineWest Bank and Gazartp, rejecting the
of Defence paid one Billon Pounds tdhe Palestinian cause and anti-imperialistovereignty over those areas by the
prince Bander of Saudirabia fallowing struggle. Howevera strong radical trend Palestinians. The infamous Camp David
Britons big arms deal with that countrywas emeging in theArab statesThere was Accord was the outcome of this
Briton’s big arms dealer BAE Systems sperét psychological defeat of thherab states reconciliation .TheArab camp was
up to 120 million pounds a year in to twoafter Egypts Six Daywar of June 1967 with distinctly shattered with Morocco, Sudan,
Saudi accounts WashingtonA RAMCO Israel met with dismal defeat. TheSomalia, Oman and Tunisia supporting the
(ArabianAmerican Oil Company) operatesacceptance of United Nations Securitfgyptian Presidens’Anwar Sadats
the oil industry in SaudArabia and this Council Resolution No. 242 by Egypt andsigning the Accord while strong
company receives ample favor from thdordan in November 1967 brought aboudenunciation coming as it did quickly from
USA. clear splits amongrab statesThe world Syria, Iraq, LibyaAlgeriaYemen (PDR)
. . saw the Islamic Summitin September 1968nd of course from the PLO. The explicitly
Arab Summit arld Failure organized by Egypt with the US supportpro-US states like Saullrabia, Jordan and
of pan-Arab Unity which was boycotted by Syria and Iraq. IrGulf Emirates kept a calculated mum over
Avraham Sela in his well researcheghat very year in December another Summsiuch a betrayal. But the politics of summitry
book [The Decline oArab-Israeli Conflict at Rabat took cognizance of the boost twvas yet again revived by a Iraqi initiative
Middle East Politics and the Quest folPalestinian  nationalism, gettingin 1978, that formed akrab Fund of $ 3.5
Regional OrderSate University of New strengthened in the post 1967 period. Butillion a year for 10 years for the states
York Press, 1998] concluded that after monghe betrayal was soon evident in thénvolved in confrontation, the PLO and the
than 20 summit conferences between 19&ummer of 1970 when the Jordardamy  Palestinians in the occupied areas and
and 1990 oArab states basically to dlise demolished the Palestinian camps that wedecided a sanction to be imposed against
intra-state problems vis a vis Israel alongaunching battle against Israeli ZionistsEgypt if it signed a formal peace treaty with
with the general call for a solution tolt was clearly at the prodding of the U.Slsrael. But the consensus soon vanished
Palestinian question the ethno-nationallany Arab states fumed and snappedith the Irag-Iran war two years lat&iet
identity was distinctly giving way to relations with Jordan. Howevethe anotheArab summit was convened on 20,
economic considerationdnd a shift from Egyptian declaration of a war on October 8979 in Tunis but no decision on sanctions
‘Pan-Arab regional system’ was alreadyn 1973 surprised Israel, downed its selfagainst Egypt was taken along with this a
visible despite trails of affinity firmly rooted confidence and a bitter taste of humiliationproposal to consider sanctions against the
in cultural bonds. The entry of USHowever Egypt knuckled under pressurdJS finances, aid to Lebanon and to the
imperialism and then another super poweand it along with Jordan signed thestates involved was further deferred. The
the Soviet Union could do enough to fislshameful Disengagement of Forceérab summitin 1980 iAmman was simply
in the troubled waters, to the satisfactiofgreement on January 18, 19TheArab boycotted by Syria, Lebanoalgeria and
of Israel. The World War 11 saw the unity was oficially broken for everSoon the PLO. By this time Israel stepped up its
emepgence of thérab League (1945) as anSyria invaded Lebanon and then the 197®ove to fish in the troubled waters in
expression ofarab sentiments for a civil war (between the Christians and_ebanon, supporting openly the Lebanese
commanality of objectives but of disunityMuslims), which killed 50,000 people, wasChristian in the civil waiT he Irag-lran war
remained in it as the British governmenevidently a US-Israeli ploj\braham Sela Egypt’s betrayal and then the ostracisation
had a direct role to protect its oil interestwrites, “The Syrian invasion of Lebanonof it, the invasion of Lebanon by Israel in
So it is natural that after more than half &vas preceded by tacit understanding with982 and the pathetic plight of the people
century it is clear that Pan-Arabian, antilsrael, meditated by the United States, ontaere temporarily marginalize the decades
imperialism through unitedrab moves, ‘Red Line’ delineating their respectivelong Palestinian questioithe nextArab
andArab socialism have given way tospheres of military presence on Lebanesaimmits only showed the splits Afab
splits, contentions and regional hegemongoil” [ pp. 180-181]. The Syrian armystates and US maneuvers to outshine the
while the Palestinian question has not fonfronted with the PLO in LebanonSoviet imperialists in the Middle East. The
all lost any relevance till date. The firsicreated a considerable stir that, howevePLO underYasserArafat too gradually
Arab summitin 1964, and the next two, triedvas temporarily y pacified by anottfgiab  bent itself after the dispersal of its bases in
to move away from the inter-Arab struggleSummit in October 1976 but the stage wasebanon, in 198Brafat and King Hussein
for hegemony and resort instead t&et for a substantive move by the PLO isigned theAmmanAccord for a peace
collectiveArab action to deal with thee river1977. By this time when the Palestiniaprocess, and in 198&afat conceded the
water problem (along with denial of waterquestion got an enormous boost, the U§uestion of negotiations with Israel.
to Israel ), the establishment of a jonab diplomatically maneuvered with a clear But what the politics Pan-Arabian or
command and initiation of action toSoviet support (The US -—Sovietfrequentsummits failed to delivdihe first
organize the Palestine politicallhis could communiqué of October 1, 1977) thatntifadah (uprising) starting in December
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1987 could do eminentlyhe uprisings from expansionist record of th
inside occupied territories decisivelyZionist regimeOlmert, as leade
altered the scenario breathing into thef the Kadima party won thi
Palestinian society a spirit of rebellionelections in January 2006;
simultaneously sending out a powerfulvas the successor of tri&, - W2 D
message that th&merican-sponsored notoriousAriel Sharon who; . i . 1,..,.:’" 3
status-quo over Israsloccupation of the openly told his beliefin a Great | ;
West Bank and the Gaz#ip as well as the Israel stretching from the Riv
right of self-determination of the Jordan to the Mediterranea
Palestinians was no longer an answwee Olmert announced in in the la
first Intifadahor the massive and sustained 980's, when the Palestinia‘.
uprising in theVest Bank of Gaza, massivelntifida was just incipient tha
in its grand sweep and after 9 months, 22he Arab “demographic threa
Palestinians were killed, thousandsepresents a danger to all o
sustained bullet injuries and more thaforms of life.” Irrespective of
6,000West bank and Gaza Palestinians werender what party Israel is ruleq %
held in detention, wrote the Nexerk Times, the expanding Israeli border
19August, 1988. are a reality But one thing is
The pressure of the peopesupport clear that Israel has been pass
to thelntifadah was so monumental thatthrough acute economi
the SaudArabia and the Gulf Emirates hadproblems and widening
to come with financial aid to theeconomic disparities. Som

Palestinians. US imperialism received themall political formations have Palestinian

rude shock when it realized that thejuestioned the various Zionit LION. . 1y

Intifadahwas going to be a sustained angolicies, vast expenditure fc - L

organized one. It made no delay irbuilding illegal Jewish .. . =

producing a plan with its focus on theSettlements, military - -

Palestinian self-rule minus self-expenditures and some evei -~

determination. raise the demand to declare Israel a bieaning, secular ideological moorings
The Oslo Peackccord between Israel national state. eminently tangible as leading lights have

and the PLO in 1990 promised some rights With the US support and all sorts ofgken the back seat and the current
on paper some rights on Palestinsamght ~ favor Israel has so long met the resistaneggruggle, obviously uncompromising and
to central Jerusalem’lslamic shrines, of the Palestinians with its patented racisiticking to the fundamental demand of self-
restrictions on the Jewish settlements ettactics of demolition of Palestinian homesgetermination, is basically led by forces
But the Israeli government led by Baralpopulation  transfer calculated with various strains of religious
ultimately gave a noisy burial to suchassassinations of Palestinian leaders apgtionalism embedded in Islamic milieu.

promises in 2000 itself, with intensifiedeconomic siege. The first Intifadah in 1991 with mass
terror on the Palestinians. Encirclement Of rebellion scared the Zionists and Uncle
Zionism and Expanding Palestinians And Their Sam in particularThe OsloAgreement
Israeli Territory Perennial Resistance they considered as a crying need to
Mohmmed Hasnain in his bodkhe Palestinian societypolitics and contain another higher level of upsurge

Road to RamadaCollins, London, 1975) economy have been further atomize@nd they met with a success with power-
records a peace mission that Romanigfragmentation of Palestine people) and}aPpy moderate leaders liaserArafat
foreign minister undertook to Egypt in 196&rutalized since the Oslo agreement gfurrendering to the conspitorial pressures
after catastrophic losses at the hands ¢693.The Palestinians in Gaza awst for accepting Israeli terms and conditions
Israel in 1967. Gamabdel Nassethe then bank are now in starvation withforfurthersubjugation of the Palestinians.
Egyptian president raised a simple questiagskyrocketing unemployment and all-Vestem media and imperialists hurriedly
to the peace mission if Israel could placpervading terroiThe OsloAgreement that Cheered up those leaders but what came
before him and the world a clear magrafat and other reconciliatory leaderd!P ostensibly as a settlement for the
displaying the final boundaries of thewere too eager to strike up and signed with@/€stinian question was in reality an
Zionist state. Heikal, the Egyptiana false image of the future have sincgnbridied, stepped-up campaign to
statesman and journalist, writes that thgalized Israe$ Zionist programme and radically alter the demographic character
peace dbrt failed with Israel strong in a good measure truncated the earli&f Gaza and East Bank and to calculatedly
disinclination to answer to the Nasser posatohesiveness and the chorus of mas§ét Up disintegrated hamlets of
When Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert scale resistance power for the right of selfalestinians encircled by Jew population
announced that Israel would define itgjetermination of the Palestinians. Tha&vith military restrictions at every point on
boundaries by 2010, one can simply dismissarlier robust nationalist struggle againdhe Palestinians on their free movements.
such a pronouncement given thehe Israeli occupation, with the leftThe criminal design and its consequence
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greatly emasculated the joint move oPalestinians would be surrounded partiallpf their right to free movement. Thus the
thousands of Palestinians against ther completelyThe demographic change inPalestinian self-government under the PLO
Zionist rule. The scope of mass resistandbe in the occupied Palestinian territory wasmerging as it did through the Oslo
being profusely curtailed, the Palestiniattellingly brought by the International CourtAgreement proved a puppet to the
fighters have since then resorted mainlgf Justice in July 2004 itself showing thasatisfaction of the Pentagon. The
to armed attacks in groups as well ai that territory 320,000 individuals from PalestinianAuthority (PA) became an
suicide attacks on the Israeli armed force$srael outnumbered 237,000 Palestiniansrganization of corrupt bureaucrats with
Yet what is significant is that despite the and thewall would force around 160,000powers of patronage and cooperation,
lack of a unified strategy Palestinians other Palestinians to reside encircled bforcing thousands of Palestinians
stubbornly refused to surrender and the other communitiesTheWall, for example dependent on it for jobs and quelling all
just struggle is on against Israeli that surrounds the Qalquiliya city of 40trade union movements. One recalls that
Zionists and their imperialist masters. 000 Palestinian people, who can only enteven during Camp David negotiations in
The Israeli inhuman policy hinders theand leave through one military checkpoinguly, 2000Arafat could not go to that extent
free movement of the Palestinians, usingpen everyday from 7am to 7pm. of servility.
hundreds of roadblocks and checkpoints Frequentinvasions of Palestinian areas, The principle groups that now lead the
that now exist 546 in total. Thus theassassinations and destruction afesistance are Hamas (most prominentand
interactions or any accessibility betweefPalestinian properties, Kkilling of powerful), Popular Front for the Liberation
Gaza andiVest Bank or between Israel andPalestinians have been regular phenomera.Palestine (PFLF) and Democratic Front
the outside world have been forcinyThe Zionist government forces of Israefor the Liberation of Palestine.
stopped.With the secondntifadah the killed 4,000 Palestinians since the al-Agsa Other than sporadic attacks, the current
regimentation of the Israeli rule andintifadahand thousands are still in Israelforms of struggle are, suicide attacks,
atomization of Palestinians have beeRrisons. The ferocity of Israeli attacks camassive candle light marches, funeral
further intensified robbing them of minimumbe found from a report presented at thprocessions the concept of mass resistance
rights to existence. The conspiracy o/NO GeneralAssembly in 2006 that in the form of uprising has been reduced.

discriminatory zoning against theBetween June and November 2006 alorﬁamas Victory
Palestinians has devastated the Palestinitgiael killed over 400 Palestinians and — = 2006 ledislative electi
economy and the relentless checks arigiured 1500, conducting 364 military T “andary egislative elections
y incursions in to Gaza Hamas received the popular support of
obstructions have even negated the peopl¥ ' most of the Palestinians defeating the Fatah.
normal shopping, having health careCapitulation of the PLO/PA Its Reform and Change announcement
facilities, schooling of the children, it the assumption of power by theunambiguously reiterated the right of self-
cultivation of the land etc. The migrantp| o ' the persistent Israeli attacks andetermination of the Palestinian people in
working class has now been excluded frogy angulation of Palestinian rightsGaza andWest Bank along with the
jobs in Israel. Howevethe creamy layers j,creased. The PLA also did its notoriougnalienable right of defence of the
of self-seeking Palestinian leaders do havg,ry 1o wield control over the PalestiniarPalestinian people. Howeveér continues
some relaxations. society with its armed measures, politicalo stick to its programme of Islamising the
~ Since January 2006 when Hamas Wopsyression and authoritarianism to fulfillPalestinian society which has received the
in the elections in Palestine, Palestiniang aeli demands of containment ofsupport of only a minority of 13 percent.
have been further reduced to harshgsyjestiniarg unputdownable desire of self-its broad welfare programme apart, its
treatment and economic blockades angeterminationarafat became a willing tool determination to carry on the struggle has
international sanctions compounded thgfimperialist designs and he went on recorbreathed a militant spirit in the hearts of
problems for the Palestinians. on 9 September 1993 that “the PLQhe Palestinians. The Hamas victory has
Colonization by Israeli Jews on a masgenounces the use of terrorism and othao much scared US imperialism and its
scale in the occupied Palestinian territoriegcts of violence and will assumeZionist Israeli government that all forms of
is a state-sponsored programme. In 20Q@sponsibility over all PLO elements andattacks on the Hamas, even on the elected
during the Ehud Barak governmentpersonnel in order to assure theirepresentatives, have been the order of the
colonization vastly increased with thecompliance, prevent violations andday The US is toying to topple the Hamas
construction of about 4,800 new housingjiscipline violators.” This speech bristlesrule.
units. Such land grabs under colonizatiofith reconciliatory desires of abject Neoliberalisms attack with the
process in Palestinian territorial contiguitysurrender and assurance to West and Globalization programme was synchronized
is shatteredWith the rapid pace of land |sraels Zionist government to their dutywith the US supremacy on the globe. Bash'’
grabs in 2007, 450,000 settlers had seizeff strangulating all forms of resistance byleclaration of ‘war on terror’ placing
lands inWest Bank and East Jerusaléime  the Palestinians, a fall out of the Osldlslamism’ or even ‘Islam’ as the ‘enemy of
notorious development is the 703 Kall,  Agreement. This also was an infamous bithe West' in situation of retreat of the
nearly completed, incorporating the mosfo |egitimize Israels acts of strangulating revolutionary Marxists has created
of the Israeli settlements, 85 percent of ihe struggle for self-determination by theconditions for the radical Islamis#s anti-
covers the west Bank, annexing 16 perceptalestinians, forcibly occupying theirAmericanism and the anti-US struggle is
of its territory It is estimated that with the territories, disintegrating the Palestiniardemonstratively launched after all-out
completion of thewall over 400,000 communities and robbing the Palestinianattack inflicted on Muslims, the religio-
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social-economic factors have blended tdackfire. There were large- SCaliow e sasic WEAroNs OF ISRAELIS AND PALESTINIANS STACK UR|
do the main battle in Iracpfghanistan, acquisition of lands by the Jewis i
Palestine, etc, as a significant forcesettlers in Palestine makin '
Although we Marxist prefer socialist hundreds of peasant families lea|
secular forces. their lands to which they had the e 2
Huntingtons theorization of the clashroots tied over centuries. In the |1 MR
P . . . WINGHT | i pownds
of civilizations, ranging Europe plus1930%, circumstances forced th  sems i
America with Christianity against theBritish government to restric yysmm o
Muslims inWestAsia and other regions of Jewish immigration in order to disp
the world is an international conspiracythe fear and diffuse the disconte
and lIsrael is mainly the US base in thamong the Palestinians. This poli(,
Middle East to ensure the supply of oil fronsimply antagonized both side
the Gulf countriesTheAmerican ‘War on  Both the Jews and Palestinians I
Terror programme that is basicallybeen farming paramilitary group
spearheaded against the Muslims, in tHer the past two decades. T}
absence of the powerfully revolutionaryBritish army now faced doubl
left on the globe right noyis to control the blows, from the Jewish as well 4
oil fields and service the geo-politicalPalestinian side.The Arabs
inte_rests of the US issia. Islam-phobia is int_e_nsified their attacks on th o ft
deliberately spread to buttress the USBritish armyThe escape route Wg s . pous with prassior, s, FUE
hegemony Interestingly the bugeoning apparently found in the withdrawd e ms s
capitalism in Europe and the financiabf British troops in 1947 but th( ssmeenme sss sends pe minue
imperialism did not pit Christianity againstBritish interests in the oilfields wer|
Islam to a scale as found in the preseserved by the British puppets, the
stage of imperialist globalization. Themonarchies in Iraq, Jordan and Egyjgith  policy of wooing and arming the Zionists
reason lies in the resistance against the UtBe British withdrawal, the major powers,along with collaborating with thirab client
particularly by the Muslims living ilVest  the US and the Soviet Union jointly backedegimes. Saudirabian monarchy became
Asia. a United Nations resolution onits main support base. Saddam Hussein
The Middle East, with its huge oildismemberment of Palestine andvas allowed to occupy the seat of power in
reserves, has been the most covetoestablishment of Israel with half oflraqin 1962 and in Iran the Us helped to re-
region for the imperialist powers. Britain firstPalestinian land area for one third of itgstablish the rule of the Shah in 1953. Thus
extended its sway in the Middle East duringopulation. The original centuries oldthe Middle East came under the US
WorldWar | by striking a deal with the ruler Palestinians became the victims of thiregemony Israels power was
of Mecca, Sharrif Hussein, assuring him alllangerous bid. The US profusely suppliettemendously enhancetihe Arab-Israeli
the territories ruled byurkey The British arms to the Israeli army that started attacksar of 1967 and 1977 are too known to repeat
government simultaneously promisedn the PalestiniaArab villages. In Deir here. Israel invaded Lebanon in1982d
Zionist leaders that it would allocateYassin, a village had seen the brutthe US directly entered the scene by
Palestine to the Jewish settlers frormassacresAt this point, theArab invading Iraqin 1991 and again in 2005 and
Europe. The vision of a Jewish state imonarchies sent an ill-organized army thagtill occupying it. And in all such
Palestine even before the Holocaust undeould only grab a mere 20 percent of originadurcharged situations Israel proved to be
Nazism was farsighted in view of a futurdand and it was divided between the kingthe main US base to ensure the steady
Arab threat to the nearby Suez Canal, thef Egypt and Jordan. Now Israel could bsupply oil wealth for the US.
shortest route to the transport of oil anthe Zionist state, armed and financed by Since 1967 war Israel still occupied some
armed forces against the emiag Arab the USA. parts of Jordan and Syria. But those states
nationalism. It was not without reason that  In Egypt the nationalist forces utilizedand SaudiArabia have persistently
the prominent Israeli political lead&bba the anti-monarchy sentiments and defedallowed US dictates. During the Gorbachev
Eban had it to confirm later: “&/would at the hands of Israghbdul Nasser rose period eight lack Russian Jews immigrated
help Britain become the ruling power ando power ending the rule of pro-Britishto Israel. The deliberate policy of
Britain would help us to develop the Jewisimonarchy Nasse's immediate dbrt to establishment of Jewish settlements in
National Home.” nationalize Suez Canal owned by BritairGaza andVest Bank areas of Palestine has
The British imperialist policy of double- and France led to the joint attacks of Britairheen fallowed with the aim that if autonomy
dealing did not last long. Initially British France and Israelin November 1956. Nasser ultimately given to those regions the
firms got their hands on the oil resourcesetreated but entered US imperialisndews will dominate the scene.
of Iraq and Iran while Jewid¥olunteers in exploiting the declining British strengthin ~ George Bush lied to the people that Iraq
Palestine sided with the British to suppresshe Middle East. The anti-British under Saddam Hussein had nuclear and
revolts of the Palestinians that had assumadovements spread and immediately thieiological weapons. But Israel developed
serious dimensions in the 198@nd then British backed Iragi monarchy was replacethto a nuclear power with the imperialists’
the British imperialist policy started toin 1958. The US carried on the old Britisibasically the US) support. In 1949 French
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nuclear scientist Francis Perrin camistael Nuclear Option: Israed’NucleaArsenal and national emegency dissolved the unity
and helped locate Uranium in the NegeAmerican Foreign Policy”, Random Housegovernment and instead formed a new
desert, in 1952 Israel formé&tbmic Enegy NewYork, 1991] government by US barrowed Salam
Commission, in 1953 came the Israeli-French Israel andAmerican imperialism are Fayyad, to the satisfaction of the US and
nuclear cooperation, in 1955 the US joinedesperate to capitalize on the Hamas-Fatésrael. Thus the political separation
the nuclear cooperation, in 1966 Israel didontradictions. On 14 June 2007, the Hamadgetween a Hamas run Gaza anddarth

its nuclear tests in Negem 1968 the CIA army even rooted out Dahalardpparatus West Bank has come as further
confirmed that Israel possesses nucleand took over the internal security of Gazadisintegrating the  Palestinians.
weapons, then occurred a succession dhe intra-group clashes invited strongrhe need of the hour is a comprehensive
nuclear tests, particularly with Sofrica. ~ criticisms and the Hamas bid to resolve suctrategy unifying all genuinely anti-Israel,
Now it possesses a large number of nucleaontradictions through recourse to armanti-US forces to launch attacks on the
weapons along with a large stockpile oivas not taken kindly by variousZionist government and to thwart all
chemical and biological weapons. [HershPalestinian aranizationsAbbas exploited US bids for meddling in the affairs of
SeymourM , “The Samson Option: Isragl’ Hamas$ strategic blunderdeclared a the Middle East. Pt

ATTACKS IN MUMBAI — C AUSES AND SOLUTION

E weep not for the death of thespeaking in Hindi: 1) Stop disturbingtg the country But the question is that why
corrupt and fascistic police Muslimsin India, 2Act like the destruction do these Islamic militants adopt such

officers but for the innocent citizens ofof the Babri Masjid disturb us, 3) Releaseélesperate means to fight their battles?
Mumbai wantonly killed in the attack of all Mujjahiddins that are in Indian Jails, andnternationally it is the result of the US’
Nov. 26". We weep not for th&atas, 4)Only after releasing them will we releasérutal attacks on Irad\fghanistan, threats
Oberois and other big wigs of India andhe hostages held in the hotel. But instead Iran and attacks on Muslims in all corners
abroad but for the innocent employees anaf negotiating with the attackers the Indiarof the globe. Many of the Mujahiddin were
professionals caught in the cross-firggovernment and their advisors in the U$ fact trained by the US itself during the
between the Islamic militants and the Indiaand Britain began a massive attack whichears of its contention with the USSR.
State. The taking of innocent lives will notresulted in a three day battle and the logsacking a scientific ideology and having
put an end to the terror of the US gangstecs enormous livesAlso these demandsonly the limited ideology of Islamic
and their Indian stooges aimed at the peopleere never propagated and consciousfundamentalism many of these groups only
in general and Muslims in particuldthe suppressed, and the entire public is madet out of a sense of injustice and revenge
target of any just movement must be thto believe that they had no demands. Whatith no clear-cut military perspective.
very perpetrators of the evil and theihas been fed by the media to the public Killing people at random is in effect counter
political and financial backers. only the official version that has numerouproductive and only assists the state

On Nov26" Islamic militants, it appears loopholes — even the body countpparatus to create a fear psychosis to
from Pakistan and POK, launched on aentioned has kept varying. introduce its own terror laws and acts.
sophisticated attack in many places of Itisreported that some of the militants In India the rulers, egged on by their
Mumbai killing an estimated 250 people andame in a boat (from where it is not clear —imperialist masters, have created hysteria
injuring over 500, a number of which wereonce it was reported Karachi and anothexgainst Muslims in a conscious bid to divide
foreigners. The main focus of the attackime it was reported Saudirabia) — the masses of the counttyis not only the
was the two most elite hotels of Mumbaihijacked a fishermas’ boat near the BJP and their fascist outfits that resort to
Taj and Oberoi, and the lIsraeli centeMumbai coast and entered a Mumbasuch Hindutva psychosis but all the
Nariman House. They shot also randomliishing village at Colaba unnoticed. Othergolitical parties do so in one way or another
at people at the VT station and also at thead taken a room at tiigj four days earlier Muslims have been massacred but never
neighboring Cama hospitahround the Where yet others came from is not knowns any Hindu fascist apprehended, except
Metro station (1 Km from VT) they shot When theATS and Mumbai police proved some petty scapegoatfieATS of Mumbai
and killedATS (anti-terrorist squad) chief, ineffective the elite commando force, thédhas a horrible record of humiliating,
Karkare ACP,Ashok Kamte and ‘encounter NSG was called in from DelhThe papers torturing and harassing Muslims in the city
specialistSalaskarn the battle atth&aja are also reporting that the Mujjahiddin€Ever since 1992, when it was formed, at
major and Havildar of the NSG were killedhad assistance from insiders. Later theegular intervals, it has been raiding Muslim
In all it was reported that at least 16 policeArmy also participated. The militants werebastisand picking up hundreds of Muslim
NSG men were killed. Reportedly 9 of théneavily armed and highly trained in warfareyouth beating, torturing and extracting
militants were killed and one was arresteth all probability there were much more thartonfessions from them. Hundreds are
in an injured state. the number reported and the rest woulfhlsely charged and incarcerated in jails. No

On Nov 27T as the gun battles were orhave got away Muslim is secure in the hands of these
a Hindi eveninger from Delhi (Sandhya The real facts behind this incident willforcesAnd then there is the Kashmir factor
Times) reported that one of the militantprobably never come to light but thewhich is virtually a nation under occupation
holed up at the Oberoi rang up a TV channglovernment will utilize it to further whip up by the Indian forcesWe have just
and put forward the following demandsa phobia and increase the fascist terror initnessed the horrors unleashed on the
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people of Kashmir and the resultant angestop. Innocent civilians should not bemore stringent laws be imposed and
In Pakistan the situation is highlytargeted in these battles. But for both thehereby creating the atmosphere for
complex after the dismissal of the Musharrdfslamic fundamentalists and the US odraconian legislationAs a journalist
regime. In the US geo-political strategyindian State, they will not care. For thePankaj Pachuri saidfie HinduDec &) “
Pakistan is an important factor inlslamist fundamentalists they treat all noni we sow the seeds of babool we cannot
Afghanistan and against thaliban.A  Muslims as enemies, so kill at random; fohope to pick sweet mangoes” lambasting
section of the IS and army continue havéhe state force killing of civilians is merethe cry comparing Indias security set-up
pro-Taliban and Islamic sentiments, whil€collateral damage’ and so justified. It iswith that of the US, where not a single
the major sections bow to the WSilans. with this approach that in the latest attacterrorist act has taken place since 9/11.
The action in Mumbai seem to be othe Islamists killed innocents and the IndiafiThe US spends $ 69 billion (equal to
elements from the POK region and coulgovernment did not even try and negotiatene-thid of Indias budget) on homeland
be non-state forces with high levels ofind let all the hostages be killed. security Are our rich and famous
training by secretive ISI or military  Ironically at a meeting of top police prepared to cough up the money instead
personnel or could be by a section of thefficers and Home ministry officials, held of asking the government for tax holidays
ISl itself. The former is the more likely just a couple of days before this attack, theuch as that enjoyed by the booming
Since this action the ruling classes oPM waxed eloquent on how the Naxalitegnformation technology industry? Some
both the countries have whipped waare the prime threat to the internal securitgf the high-end fashionable wallaHas
hysteria and have conveniently utilized thef the countrythough he knows very well were now writing candles in Mumbai,
event to divert from the serious problemshat all such bomb blasts in the publiafter having evaded taxes most of their
of both countries. In the wake of theplaces and such attacks are never a partlnfes. There is a price to pay for what a
financial meltdown worldwide Pakistem’ the Maoist agenda. He continues his tiradeountry and its people have been doing
economy virtually went bankrupt creatingagainst Naxalites, whose only agenda i@ thoroughly corrupt police force, a
much economic hardships to the massefighting for the poverty stricken masses otriminal justice system that has all but
Besides, there is need for the ruling elite ithe countryThe PM and his cohorts mustcollapsed, no action against rioters as
theArmed forces, who dictate policy in thatrealize that where the Naxalite influence isvith Gujarat 2002, no action after the
country to divert attention from their not there is all likelihood of anarchicdemolition of the Babri Masjid 16 years
‘failures’ on the eastern front. India tooviolence spontaneously bursting out duago, etc. There ca n be no stopping
needs to divert attention from the horrifyingo the polices of the ruling class that igroups of people taking the law into
effects already being felt by the worldwidemarginalizing vast swaths of our peopletheir own hands and resorting to
economic crisis; as well as from the recenthis includes not only the Muslims but alsderrorism when the rule of law cannot
exposures of the Hindutva fasciststhe dalits, the unorganized workers and thedress grave wrongs done to thousands
involvement in terrorist acts. vast mass of peasantry of victims And the noted lawyer Prashant
Besides, the Muslim community India  After this attack the biggest danger haBhushan cautioned against any attempt
is heavily infiltrated by the Indian come with the imperialist agencies enteringp turn India into a police stateThere is
intelligence and often innocent youth arén hordes and US top officials descendingo state where security measures were
provoked to throw bombs amongst then the two countries like vultures. Thestiffer than in Israel, yet it is constantly
people (mostly poor) to enable the state tentrance of US, British and Israeliplagued by insecuritySecurity lies in
whip up their hysteria and resort to greatdntelligence in India has been giveraddressing peopls’ grievances and
terrorist acts. Here too instead of joinindegitimacy as a reaction to the attack and groblems, not in acquiring guhs
with genuine democratic and revolutionarynot seen as an infringement of the In India the attack on minorities,
forces in the country some of these turn teovereignty of the countryrhe US top whether Muslims or Christians are part of
Islamic fundamentalism. Many are ofofficials cannot at present risk another wathe fascist polices to divert the people,
course pushed in that direction due to ladk this region when it is bogged down inparticularly necessary at a time of such
of a consistent opposition of these forceAfghanistan The diversion of Pak forcescute economic crisi#ind as the crisis
against the Hindutva brigade and in fact to the western border would entail shiftingleepens, which it is bound to, such
soft Hindutva upper-caste approach afroops from the East, easing thereby thaiversionary attacks will only increase,
many a so-called democrat and evepressure on th&liban thereby impacting combined with ruthless attacks on the
revolutionary US military operations in that region.struggling masses. The only real recourse
Though such random attack serves nBesides, with these attacks the governmeta this is for the struggling masses,
real purpose and many an innocent amgill get greater legitimacy to introduceincluding the oppressed minorities and
killed, the only solution to the problem isdraconian laws and the Hindutva fascistsastes, to unite in a common struggle
to grantAzadito the Kashmiri people, stopwill regain some legitimacy which was lostagainst the enemy and not resort to such
the attacks on innocent Muslims in thewvith the exposure @angh Parivapeople random and counter-productive acts of
country, wind up the Hindu fascist being involved in acts of terror violence. It is essential that one clearly
networks and stop playing stooge to the The candle light processionsdistinguishesenemies from friends, without
US ruling gangstersAs and when such throughout the country has involved avhich no battle can be won, no matter how
steps are taken such acts will immediatelgection of the population demanding thgust the cause. Pt
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CoMMEMORA TE CENTENARY Y EAR OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S D Ay!
INTENSIFY STRUGGLE AGAINST THE IMPACT oF NEw GREAT D EPRESSION !

HIS year March 8 2009 will lost their houses because they have nahd entertainment sectagtc. Massive
begin the commemoration of thebeen able to pay back the mortgagetayoffs have already begun in the

Centenaryear of InternationaMomens  This loss will particularly hit the womenfinancial sector about 5 lakhs are
Day. In 1910 Clara Zetkin declaredhard who are the main anchor in thexpected to loose their jobs in the textile
March 8" as InternationdaMomens Day families. Lakhs are being thrown out ofsector and handicrafts are in the
From March 8 2009 the entire year jobs and the horrors of unemploymentloldrums due to the drop in exports.
commemoration meetings will be heldare forcing women to prostitution andBesides, the acute agrarian crisis are
culminating in massive programme®ther demeaning jobs just in order t@affecting women the most as their drop
throughout the world on March"010. survive. Even before the crash ofn living standards has increased the

At such time we recollect the heroicSeptember/Octobgfood riots had burst household drudgery enormousiMot
sacrifices of our women martyrs whoout in 33 countries. Now the situationonly that with agrarian distress growing
gave their lives struggling for thewill get even more acute. and suicides increasing it is the women
emancipation of women and entire During the earlier Great Depressiorwho have to single-handedly face life
society Particularly the CPI (Maoist) hasthe imperialists could only come out ofof earning and looking after the
seen hundreds of women martyrs frorthe crisis through a world war and thechildren.
the earliest like com. Panchadi Nirmalamassacre of crores of people. The Buttoday we also see women in the
to state committee comrades like Corpresent crisis, which has its roots in thérefront of all struggles whether it is
Padma, Lalitha to central committeel970s, is likely to be as devastatingagainst SEZs as in Nandigram, Singur
member and head of the womemsub- though; as yet, there seems littleetc or against dalit oppression as on the
committee, comAnuradha. In India possibility of a world warYet local wars Khairlanji issue, or against the horrors
women continue to stand in the vanguardill intensify to further imperialist of Salwa Judum in Chattisgarh, or
of the revolutionary struggles. plunder and deaths due to waunger whether it is against the varied forms of

This Centenary year is beingdisease, etc. are likely to reach levels aoppression on women and patriarchry
commemorated at a time when the entirgn unprecedented scale. Imperialighis they too face the brunt of state
capitalist/imperialist system is in theglobalization has already pushed croregpression through incarceration, torture,
midst of a worst ever crisis since theand crores of people around the globe tang-rape and even murdén Orissa
times of the Great Depression of thatter destitution; now the situation willmany women were the victims of the
1930s. Never before, in these past 8@orsen.With crashing banks even theHindutva hordes. Many courageous
years has the crisis in the system beaniddle classes are likely to loose theiwomen like com Sheiladi continue to be
so deep and all-encompassing. In the Usvings and small industries (even largéeept illegally behind bars, in spite of
the very pillars of the financial ones) will crumble. The increasingfailing health. Her only ‘crime’ was that
establishment have been collapsing likenemployment will hit women worst asshe stood up for the rights of women
a pack of cards — the banks, investmeit is they who will the first to be and tribals.
banks and insurance companies. Thetrenched. On the occasion of this Centenary
tremors of the collapse of these giants In India we can already see the affectear of InternationaWomens Day
have been reverberating all around thef this crisis in sky-rocketing food 2009 we call on all oppressed women
globe.Already the US, European, Japamprices, wage cuts, retrenchmentof our country to use this opportunity
and Russian economies have gone intmllapse of many industries throwingto widely propagate the task of
recession. Industries are now also beingkhs on the streets and an evegmancipation of women from the yoke
affected and even giants like the caintensifying agrarian crisis. Private Bank®f this oppressive and patriarchal
monoliths General Motors, Ford,and insurance companies are tottering aystemAnd in this year of a horrifying
Chrysler (all of the US) are on the verg¢he brink and all industries are slowingrisis and its impact on the oppressed
of bankruptcy The ILO estimates that down due to the lack of ordeid/ith the masses, we call on all women to join
by end of 2009 20 million will be thrown Indian economy tied tightly to the USwith the other oppressed sections to
out of jobs worldwide. The crisis haseconomy the crisis in the US is severelfight back the increasing attacks on their
now spread to each and every countrgffecting industry here, particularlyliving standards, the growing fascist
and none will be spared by the impendingxports. attacks by the State and Hindutva hordes
holocaust. This crisis is acutely affecting and fight against all forms of patriarchal

All this was triggered by the burstingwomen in India.Women employment oppression. Let this Centenary year be
of the housing bubble in the US. Oveis in sizable numbers in the financiah festival of womers struggles with a
13 lakh people in the US have alreadgector garments, handicrafts, servicmew awakening. Pt
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Press Release
JoINT D EcLARATION BETWEEN THE CPI (M A0IST ) AND THE REVOLUTIONAR Y
PeopLE’s FRONT ON 22 ™ O cTtoBer 2008

two days joint meeting was held between the CPI (Maoist) and the Revolutionary $Eophe’(RPF) at the
Council Head Quarters of the Revolutionary Pegpfebnt on 21-22 October 200%8.that meeting, both sides
have unanimously condemned the hegemonic capitalist design of the Indian regime and have agreed to consolidate
mutual understanding and friendship, further more agreed firmly to stand hand in hand to overthrow the common enen
the present Indian reactionary regime and to gain political goals of the respective two Parties.

The CPI (Maoist) strongly condemned the annexation of Manipur by the Dominion of India, which was done under th
instigation of reactionary Indian Congress led by Gandhi, Nehru and Sardar Patel and their hegemonic and coloni
designedThe so-called MgerAgreement of Manipur with the Dominion of India was, indeed, illegal and unconstitutional.
The very verdict was given by the two days convention on Manipugélegreement held at GM Hall, Imphal, on 22-

29 October 1993. Now it becomes the voice of the people of Manipur

A revolutionary movement was born under the leadership of Comrade Hijam Irabot to liberate Manipur from the yoke of th
British remnant India style Black R&js a continuation of liberation struggle and a total revolution, the Revolutionary Beople’
Front has been struggling for their political rights to self-determination. Therefore, the CPI (Maoist) upholds the true nature of tt
revolutionary movement in Manipur and support the liberation struggle recognizing the sovereignty of Manipur

Moreover the Revolutionary PeopkeFront stands and supports the revolutionary movement of the CPI (Maoist) as
well. The downtrodden proletariat Peoples of all over India are facing the suppression and subjugation of the reactione
regime of India since the departure of the British Raj from the Indian soil. Under the new leadership of Comrade Chat
Majumdar and Comrade Kanhai Chatterjee two streams of revolutionary movement was founded in 1969 to give tt
Indian people the rights to political emancipation. Comrade Charu Majumdar was assassinated by the repressive Ind
regime in the police custody and Comrade Kanhai Chatterjee embraced martyrdom in 1982 suffering from kidney failur
In 2004, the two revolutionary streams, CPINReoples War) and MCC (Maoist Communist Centre) et and
formed one new Party — The Communist Party of India (Maoist). Following the footsteps of the two founder leaders, th
CPI (Maoist) is still struggling arms in hand to overthrow the Indian reactionary regime and to bring the victory of the
Indian people.

The Revolutionary PeopkeFront firmly believes that the general Indian peoples are not our elmefagt, they are
under privileged and downtrodden people who are gravely suffering under the semi-feudal, semi-colonial regime of Indi

Joint Declaration:

Today the 229 days of October 2008, after having a thorough discussion, session for two consecutive days, in ever
aspect of the two ganizations the Communist Party of India (Maoist) and the Revolutionary Peleat, unanimously
declare the following agreement:

1. That, both sides will honour and support the Sovereignty of the two countries (the Sovereignty of India and the
sovereignty of Manipur).

2. That, both sides will extend full morale and political support to each other in the liberation struggles to overthrow
the common enemyhe Indian reactionary and oppressive regime, respectively

3. That, both sides deem to recognize and honour the historically endorsed territorial integrity of the two countrie:
viz. Manipur and India.

Signed by: Signed by:
‘E}\ﬂ I
(Aloke) (S Gunen)
Political Bureau Member Secretary General
On behalf of CPI (Maoist) On behalf of R P F
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