Oppose the Heinous, Anti-People Gperation
Green Hunt

The CPRCI(ML) vehemently condemus the plans (“Opcration Green
Flant™) of the Central and State governments to launch a military offensive
against the CPI(Maoist) and the masses under jis mfluence. The motiva.
tion behind this war by the state on the most oppressed and exploited misses
15 two-fold.

First. as representatives ofthe interests of foreign and domestic MONEy -
bags, Manmohan, Chidambaram and their ilk are determined 1o crush the
communist re\«'oiutionary movement, of which the CPI(Maoist) is a pronii-
nentpart; for it is the communist revolutionary movement that most CONBiy-
tently and steadfastly defends the interests of the masses against the ox-
ploiters.

Secondly, the eyes of imperialists and the Indian comprador bourgeoisic
are on the rich mineral and other natural resources of these backw ard
regions of central India. Speaking in Parliament on June 9. the Prime Min-
ister stated: “The world econony is inter-linked with the management of'y
vast country like India. There are international factors which affect us.
There are also developments in security matters which also can deraj] the
development process, Ifterrorism is uncontrolled. if Left Wing extremism
continues to flourish in important parts of our country which have tremen-
dous natural resources of minerals and other precious things. that w il| cor-
tainly affect the climate for investment. Therefore, as a Government we
are committed to doing all that is jn our power to ensure that terrorist ¢fe-
ments are brought under control.” | this way he made clear the link be-
tween the attack on the revolutionary movement and the desire of interna-
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. communist revolutionary farces. which stand for

ovis of the Indian people. are being slandered as anti-
care hell-bent en hawking the country’s assets and
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- “ister. P Chidambaram, has been issuing explicit warn-
<rats against opposing the military offensive. He is thus pre-
<l ground for broader repression. . '

CHML) calls upon the people to resist the impending wave of
ession. Bvery such wave of repression. including the notorious
W975-77 has ultimately’ failced o suppress the just struggles
ofIndia. for the basic contradictions underlyin. those struggles
present war on the people will meet the same Tate, albeit on Iy

i fereible sacrilices on the people.
CC, CPRCI(ML)
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Release of Binayak Sen, Significant Victory of
Democratic Forces; Anti-Repression Struggple
Must Continue to Build

The release on bail of Binayak Sen. paediatrician and national « ico-
president of the People’s Union for Civil Liberties. on May 25 i 5 SRTI T
cant victory for democratic and revolutionary forces. coming as i wovs i
the end of a consistent tw o-year struggle lor his release. Of course. (he
case against him continues in a trial court, and as such the strugule even
regarding his individual case s by no means over. The fact that he has
already been subjected to severe punishinent, without trial, by keeping i
in jail for these two years, exposes the nature of the Indian judicial sy sten.

The Supreme Court provided no reasons for granting Sen bail. justas it
provided no reasons two years earlier for refusing hin bail. Both décisions
were only nominally judicial, and were actuaily political.

The reason for his arrest was the State’s desire to send a sienal (o all
democrats and progressive forces that any individual, no matter how well-
known and widely respected he/she may be, can be targeted if he/she op-
poses ruling class repression of the people. particularly when vital intorests
of the State are concerned. The Judiciary, acting as an arm of the repressive
State, upheld this autocratic victimisation alf the way up to the Supreme Court.

In the intervening two years, a sustained cam»aign nationally and inter-
naticnally regarding the Binayak Sen case embrirassed the rulers: further.
it repeatedly called attention to the authorities™ brutal Salwa Judun: cam-
paign being carried out to repress.the revolutionary forces and broad masses
in Chhattisgarh. The fact that Sen was being pessecuted for exposipg the
regime of fake encounters. rapes, burning down of villages and lorcinle



~~ camps policed by a State-sponsored private army
ity As such, the rulers were being made to pay a heavier
v they expected for throwing Sen in jail. And so, on May

> e Court granted bat! on May 25 within a minute.
- o ostelection period, the ruling classes. revelling in the (superfi-

“rearance ola decisive Congress victory and a “stable’ government,
sy up wish-lists ol economic measures - which mean an intensi-
Ceconomic war against the people and plunder of their assets. As a
wssary accompaniment to such anti-people measures. ruling class circles
beating the wardrums of “national security™ for a fresh attack on the
olutionary movement and on mass resistance struggles. The Union Min-
y of Home Affairs has announced that it is drawing up fresh, more
msive, plans 1o tackle the “Naxal menace™. These include setting up a
vreounter-terrorisin” multi-agency centre, strengthening and modernising
police forces, imposing a national identity card system, and so on. Rui-
class political leaders (prominently the present Home Minister,
dambaram) hove been loudly dismissing the notion that any “root causes”
‘g rise (o Naxalism need be addressed: they assert the need for pure
ice action (o wipe it out before any “development” can be undertaken
Is confirming the anti-people nature of their “development™). Manmohan
ali. Chidambaram and their ilk-have deliberately been characterising
mmunist revolutionaries as “terrorists” (in place of the earlier term “ex-
1istsT). and clubbing the revolutionary movement with jihadi forces. Such
ore is evidently an attempt to politically isolate the revolutionary move-
i order to prepare the ground for attacking it.
nsuch a phase. the persistent publicity regarding Binayak Sen’s contin-
icarceration would have kept exposing the real objectives and charac-
ithe State’s war on the revolutionary movement. Hence this tactical

n e State. The democratic and revolutionary forces cannot af-
heir puard in the anti-repression struggle-movement. or

carding any reduction in the repressive environ-
trather, the contrary would be the case. They must prepare rather o
¢ determined, prolonged mass resistance against the attack on people’s

i dovwn i

rain any iliusions reg
thoods and rights by the exploiters and the State.

CC, CPRCI(ML)
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Stand With the Struggling Masses of Lalgarh

The purpose of the current much-trumpeted operation by the paramili-
tary forces in Lalgarh region of West Midnapore (West Bengaly, is (o sup-
press the democratic upsurge of the tribals and to send out aswvarning to all
oppressed sections against any attempt to similarly challenge the State au-
thority and establish people’s authority. It is also part of the ruling classes”
systematic long-planned attack on the communist revolutionaries nation-
wide who are challenging the entire system of exploitation and oppression.
For these reasons it is incumbent on ail communist revolutionaries and revo-
lutionary democrats to stand steadfast by the tribals of Lalgarh. oppose the
State’s campaign of suppression, and uphold the right of the masses to
rebel against the existing oppressive social, economic and political order
and set up their own popular authority. Whatever the differences of tactical
line among the communist revolutionaries, they stand united and with the
revolutionary masses against the enemy onslaught.

The sparking point for the current rebellion was the atrocities commiited
by the police on the ordinary tribals to exact vengeance for a P Maoist)
land-mine attack on the West Bengal Chief Minister. These vengelul acts
by the police ignited a great store of popular wrath butli up over senrs of
autocratic, exploitative, and terroristic treatment of the tribals at the hands
of the police and the CPI(M) machinery. There followed an extraordinary
and inspiring democratic assertion by the tribals, drawing on their traditions
ofcollective struggle and management of their own alfairs. The tribaf masses
seized control of the area, blocked off entry points, gheraoed the jocal po-
lice station, formed the People’s Committee Against Police Atrocitics. drove
the police and administration out of the area, and declared their democratic
demands. No doubt these demands were of a limited nature (i.e.. not reldt-
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- - Ceantdevelopments. calling for widespread working class

~oommediate response.
~ne was sparked by the Killing of a worker of Rico Auto Indus-

s xomanagement goons on the evening of October 18, in the course of

aranzome workers” struggle and dharna. (Rico is a foundry which supplies
parts to Honda. Marett Suzuhi. Ford, Nissan. and other major auto firms in
india and abioad. The workers of l\l\.O have been locked out since Sep-
tember 212009, as punishment for having formed a union.) This heinous
attack elicited a powerful response from workers of the entire auto indus-
try in this belt. About one lakh workers from 70 units participated in the
ensuing strike. The agitation continues to date. More importantly; with the
entire belt seething on the issues at the core of the strike, those issues will
find expression again through struggles of workers in other plants in the
near future. This strike. then. is an auspicious sign of a potential revival of
the movement of industrial workers. which had suffered such a brutal,
disorganised retreat and decimation in the last three decades (notwithstanding
occastonal eruptions of localised struggles). (This retreat was forced on
workers by the economistic, bureaucratic and frequently nmchenom es-
tablished trade union leaderships and siructures. These leaderships were
tiseless for tackling the new challenges thrown up by the all-round attack
under the banner of “liberalisation, privatisation and globalisation”, which
rendered the old forms of struggle and organisation ineffective even within

and the continuing struggle of the workers of

9
the economistic frame. Nor did workers have at hand at that ;lil"‘l ure sul-
ficient alternative forces which could lead profracted, broad. nufitant, work-
ngclass struggle-movements targeting the State, gathering wide solid: 1i’i’1_\f
and forging crucial links with the agrarian revolutionary movenrient.)

Now, throughout the country, there are the signs of stirring and struggle
— in the automobile and related industries as well as in some other indus-
tries. The current crisis of the world imperialist economy has led to an
intensified attack by global Capital on Labour. Onf the one hand, since Sep-
tember 2008, lakhs of workers in India have been thrown out of their jobs in
a range of industries; on the other hand, the persistent steep price rise is
eroding the meagre wages of even those workers who are still employed.
Because of the growth of the practice of so-called contract labour (effec-
tively, labour denied fts legal rights; and therefore also not enjoying any
dearness allowance), the erosion of real wages is particularly rapid. These
conditions are thrusting large numbers into struggle. Unrest has been par-
ticularly prominent in the automobile and related jndustries over the last
vear: the MRF tyre<factory and the Hyundai car factory in Chennai. the
Mahindra car factory in 1gatpuri, the Sunbeam and Rico factories in Gurgaon,
and other mstances. The repression by the employers in the avio industry
has been so barbaric and intense that it has resulted in outbursts by the
workers, resu!tmg in the deaths of the chief executive officer of Graziano
Transmissioni in Noida in November 2008 and a senior execntive of Prico!
i Coimbatore in September 2009.

Gurgaon is the centre of the country’s auto and auto parts industry,
accounting for the butk of its production. India’s comprador rulers are try-
ing, with various open and hidden subsidies, to’ prombte the countiv as o
“kub” for global automobile productic, thus integrating the Indizn econon
further into the'world imperialist economy and subjecting it to further im pe-
rialist explmtallon To make Gurgaon attractive for investment by loreign
and domestic, lalge capltal ‘the rulms have__bccn aggressively suppressing
workers there, to keep Gurgaon’ as a virtual undciu-free zone; a similar policy
is being applied in many other zones of new industrial units around the
country. (Correspondingly, whenever the wor kers organise and assert them-
selves, the capitalists and their representatives — including, at one point, the
Japanese ambassador to India — begin warning that such unrest will deter
future investment.) The bulk of the workers even in the farge plants are
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ST semseiburgaon have maintained their rule over the workers
©ow PR army of thugs, who terrorise, assault, and even kill workers
whoresist with the complete collusion of the State. The police, labour
vitictaldom. administration, and the judigiary. have been acting with perfect
coordination. When the private thugs do/not suffice. the police are called in.
The most notorious instance took plu’éc in front of television cameras in
July 2005, when a demonstration of/Honda workers was attacked by the
police and beaten extensively. :‘elenﬂessly and mercilessly, resuiting in the
hospitalisation ol hundreds t)f"\\-'ox'keu.s. Since then, the unrest among work-
ers ol this belt has continued sinuner'ing, with agitations breaking out in
different units from time to time. i

The significance of the present slri{\e and underlying struggle movement™

in Gurgaon is thicefold. First. the wdrkers haye got organised and united
across lactories over an entire belt. Rarticipation in the strike extended far
beyond the membership ofeither thd formal leader of the strike. AITUC, or
indeed all the unions in that belt. Indeed. it is the workers who are organising
themselves and rallying around whatever banner is available. Secondly, the
workers” demands are not principally economic, but political: namely, the
rightto organise and struggle (the right to unionise), apart from proper com-
pensation to the family of their martyred comrade: Thirdly, the struggle is
pitted against a powerful combine ofimperialist and domestic big bourgeoi-
sie and the state. who are determined to crush all labour organisation in an
industey which has been given special status in the comprador pattern of
development,

Such an fmportant battle calls for a genuine and militant workers’ lead-
ership: leadership which has the stomach and stamina fora long-drawn,

= ey are denied the salaries of

>
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sacrifice-filled struggle; which grasps the need to mobilise wide salidarity
of workers and to conceive and wage the struggle as that of the working
class against the ruling classes and their state. The re‘lbiable gain of any
struggle is not economic, but the resultant greater organisation, conscious-
ness and fighting spirit of the workers. The need therefore is not only to
educate the mass of workers but also to build out of the current struggle
cores of conscious political workers as the main instrument for-sustaining
the working class movement through all its ups and downs: For the Indian
working class is to emerge as the leader of all the revolutionary classes in
the counti')l/, and such big battles are excellent political schools for the edu-
cation and steeling of the working class and the consolidation of its best
elements. _ ) ' '

However, all the Gurgaon workers have at hand today is the burcau-
cratic and domesticated central leadership of the CPI front, AITUC, whose
sole concern is to institute itself among the workers as their established
leadership, and among the ruling class as reliablé sub-contractors of “labour
peace”. [tis no surprise that, on the crucial day of the strike, the top AITUC
leadership of Gurudas Dasgupta and D. L. Sachdev stayed away from the
rally, on the plea that the local administration had persuaded them that their
presence would “inspire™ the workers and make them “uncontrollable™; in
fact the AITUC leaders preferred in'sj\ead.to petition the prime minister to

_intervene. With such a leadership the immediate prospects of the present
‘movement are clouded. Nevertheless, the conscious sections and the revo-

lutionary forces among them must strive to strengthen the struggle to-lthe
maximum possible extent,, make.the ‘workers aware Qf,the need to demo-
cratically deVelop. their own fighting leadership, and gamer and cons_o!idate(
nuclei of fighters to carry forward the movement. ' o

October 25, 200_9. :
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On the Jehadi Suicide-Attack in Mumbai

No person sensitive (o human suffering can fail to pe pained by the
direct human toll of the recent strike on Mumbaj — hostage-taking. and
Killing and wounding of innocent persons of various classes. ™ Fven imore
painful is the indirect tol] for the country as a whole: 3 harsher political
climate, in which the rulers can further fan and harden majorily communal
sentiment; in which national-chauvinist forces enjoy an even more open
field: and in which the State can take various repressive steps in the name
of “curbing terrorism™.

The media and the authorities, while shedding copious fears over the
human tragedy. are motivatedly obscuring the underlying causes of such
recent attacks: Namely, that as US imperialism and its allics trample under-
foot the masses of peoples in a large belt between Palestine and Fakistan.
they find themsélves pitted against a wide rnge of political forces ur this
region. including Islamic fundamentalist fc:ces. As he Indian rulers have
hitched the country to US imperialist strat22y. India has predictably been
drawn into the target of blind retaliatory <t-ikes by these forces, Thus the
Indian people are being made to pay the price for their rulers” ambitions of
becoming a junior world power.

* The rulers’ claim that they attempled to minim se the loss of lves in this operation is
bogus. For it has now emerged bevond doubt tha the hostage-takers were rying to negoti-
ate for certain demands (as is generally the case vwhen hostages are taken). The Congress
rulers. having made much capital of their BIP-led aredecessors” decision (o exchange prison-
ers for the IC-814 ‘hostagcs at Kandahar. now co.d-bloadedly and ¢ nically' calewlated (hai
any negotiation would give the BIP astick with v, hich to beat them in the coming elections
And so they declared and implemented a policy ol ~no negotiations”. uacaniceiny a highe
death 1ol].. ]



motives of the attackers has been swept
ar hotels the squads were openly hunt-

Obvious evidence regarding the
ages: at the third hostage site.

ader the carpet. In both the five-st
e for US and UK ecitizens to hold

Israelis.
weli occupation of P
and the destruction of the Babri Masjid. The e-mail
claiming responsibility for the
1 Muslims. The available

as host
weir intended targets weie In a telephone interview. one of the
ostage-takers referred 1o the Isri alestine, the Indian
ceupation of Kashmir.
“Deccan Mujahideen”
an end to attacks ot
ai strike had two motives: to retali-
or their misdeeds in

rom the unknown

wack reportedly ‘demands
indicates that the Mumb
its old and new allies 1
ties on Mulsims by Hindutva forces

acets become linked by India’s

wvidence. then,
ite against US imperialism and
sarious lands: and to retaliate for atroc

These two |

wnd the Indian state machmery.
ner in the US's global strategy.

smergence as junior part

¢ recent event

LS imperialists in west and south
a pool of disturbed and traumatised
required outletofa powerlul
the Indian ruling classes’

The background to th
Asia and of

The misdeeds of the
Hindutva forces in India have created
beontinent, Lacking the
nt {or combating
d subservience to US imperialism.
1¢ Hindu

Muslim youth in the su
revolutionary demoeratic moveme
auvinism an
ndamentalist forces targeti

policies of communalism. ¢h
rdinary Hindus are themsel‘vg}s op-

they tend to be swayed by Mushim fu
failing to see that o
pressed by the very same ruling classes and state.

The ruling class media have consistently propagated v
isons for these attacks. However,
noted is that before the organised destruction of the Babri Masjid in De-
1992 (by the Hindutva forees with the complicity of the Congress

tent instance of such retal-

). there was 1o promii
in India: the first major instance

owing the massacre of

society as a whole.
arious half-baked

what should be

notions regarding the ree

cember
sovernment at the Centre
by Muslim fundamentalists
blasts in Mumbai foll
993 In the following years, the con-
s of similar massacres,

iatory strikes

was the M arch 1993 bomb

Muslims in Decembef 1092-January 1

tinuing failurg of the Indian state to punish the culprit

and indecd the rise of the culprits o the highest offices of the land, has
aftermath of the

deepenced the alienation and anger ol 1l Muslims. In the
P P 5 P e ~ . .
Gujarat eenocidal pogroms ol 2002 th¥ fiumber of such retaliatory strikes

has increased,

61

The ph
> phenomeno 0 AR
US-India strategi on !ms acquired a new, iniernational. dimensi
afiter the st ategic alliance began to emeroe after 200 | wEHRASIN, a5 (e
after the stratesic alliance took defini ge alter 2001, and even more
the defence -mcg allla.”““ look definitive shape in 2005 (with (| B i
> and nuclear acree . SHEhY e sivning of
and other such I‘ju lear agreements). Various statements fo 1 \.a‘?:.!n___. ol
< orces warned Indi: - 5 0y the al-Qaed:
AFOEL % wdia th: 5 Jaeda
target, and an explicit reminder of tl hat it had now become pirt of their
i “the Ind: er of this was recently provi '
ing of the Indian embassy in Kabul cently provided by the bomb-
The Indian ruling classes canmor ' '
1an ruline :
(he latest attach. i I\:,4c:]ai_)se.s cannot afford for the Indian peopie to see that
striving for “big poleE al and other such attacks are linked to lthL : &
1o the contrary ;y e ! sta.tus. Hence the elaborate propaganda e tHown
: Y by - : . 1ganda exercise
with the US st . ! mfdm —in fact making a case for closer [i 'UCISL
iperpower “to fight terrorism® ser linking up

Distorted presentation
Painful ' i
and traum
hosta@_ﬂﬂ(fﬂg oy atic as the recent acts of bombing. random killi |
L= C (- - = ) . £ ‘
political for. or the people at large. the attempt by Dine i
- S foroes v ' attempt by the ruling class
history is patently fal em as acts of violence without paralict | e
) / - o v L i L 3, e
60 hours; by com q'.'se and motivated: The recent attack in Mumbai < \"“‘*”:
el s o pat lso]n, the Mumbai pogroms of Muslims in i()(;7 \L}[ S
> /0 months uj of 2 e v
o Tt r:t]b, and’ the Gujarat pogroms of 2002 were "1 ?QIL
Mot priets | ch) n.lonth. The.o!ﬁcial deah toll in the recent ﬁr?im‘(’ad
s aen 1 T ',md ielzis'the estimated death toll in Mumbai hin ‘1()0\: 8”
: o . H < Py 3
et 1900, ) nt u}}alaTIQO()Q the death toll was over 2.000. In t| .
-star hotels, some | :  hostage o
S e 7 . some hundreds were
» ik otels, Ireg re made hostage or
camps in the Gujarat 1l ooms: whereas the number forced to live in -;“;& .
attacks on Chriétian l’Otsl(“’as around two lakh. (In the recent Sanoh lf v
tac s in Kandhamal R 1 to take ref.
e i coena amal. over 30,000 were driven to take ref.
The mos iki i |
st striking differ i i
palice sy ,'mi d;ffenence is the attitude of the state: The Mumbai
Do pponded i f?e late.ly to the news of the latest strike fm'd Fllm !
Gl s brou(jh,r 'ust l?llarme commandos and then the N'il‘i:ncl el Q“ “”. .
. ghtmm within hours, the engagsd horotil
o 2 nwi ours, the latter remaini . 3
€ el of ‘o on Hov ' remainmge engaged there till
role i el . Y contrast, the state machinery played an active
engaged in thgslq | ers in the Mumbai and Gujarat rir;i'sl ;M o
gage Lohter (The mil: Jarat riots, and even itself
aughter. (The military was called into Mumbai i
h Tinto Mumbat as a standiy

only after the ri
1h the rioter o
oters had decided to halt their killine: and it
@ and 1t was neve



62
brought o Gujaral.)
These comparisons help underst

and the extent of trauma to which the
Muslims have been subject in India. which has also created the soil for acts
of blind retaliation.

Lven among (he recent bomb bl

Mumbai strike has been elev
in the country’s financial capital, but

and splendour.

asts and killings of innocents by Muslim
tundamentalists the ated 10 a special status by
the media: Tor not only did it take place
nt symbols of ostentatious wealth

also in the cily s most promine
¢ the propertied this has aronsed a great wave of indigna-
“security”. However, particu-

areas

Of course. amon
tion. and led to demands by them for greater
farly ina thivd world comtry, it is virtually impossible to secure large
from all such threats. the latest episode of attack. for instance. required
- perhaps 10 -
*will lead to an increase in se
wres and the securing of certain VIP/high-income locations (similar to
Baghdad's ~Green 7one™). abandoning ordinary people to their own [ate.*
More to the point, as we have seen above, the source of insecurity lies
within the system itself: itis the ruling class political process in this country

and its use of communalism — that

_ s alliance with US global terrorism,
present situation. Unless that political process is coun-

oniy a handlul of men - ~directly in the attack. Atmost. such
curity expendi-

elTorts for greater ssecurity”

has given rise to the

tered. such retaliatory strikes may continue.

Further into the US embrace
[nstead. the Indian rulers hav
thing and threats to attack Pakistan.
iment could immediately discern that.
Pakistani state could be involved inany way
ious edge against US imperialism and its
g alignments of forces in

e responded to the Munbai strike with
This. despite the fact
in the present

)

much sabre-ra
that the Indian gover
circumstances. nO wing of the
i such a Jehadi attack with an obv
allies. That in the drastically changed and changin
Dakistan. no islamic fundamentalist group there which is not already en-
controntation with the Pakistani state..or now ready to do
attack. Moreover, they know well that high-
stan (such as bombing wargets in

gaged in armed
Uiat, swould carry out such an

tevel conflict with a nuclear-anmed Paki:

mcan greater harassment of ordinary peopiv and taking of bribes m the name
of greater seeurity and chiecking operations. Worse slill. it can Iead

hands of uncmploved youth

A ean even
(0 the creation of fascistic

as Usecurily militias™.

alliance in the wake of
the other way around

63

Pakist
stan, or sending troops in *
even a low-level COD [t]lpopn i “hot pursuit™) is no loneer tenable, |
.o nflict, such as huj o HEEr lenable. In faet
A i i | ch as hmfdl—up ot troops at the border ane o
trons - [JS imperiali 1es, would not be (olerated by the fndi ey
y S8 perialisim: for - - IS P
from its rebellious ;SIP for that would lead Pakistan 1o div "!m'mfLIh -
doing the bidding . “fml agency in the west, where th ; u‘ o
lhci;-h;-es) _ ng ofthe US. Given their limited optic " b Indin sulors. 1
USi ponse to the Mumbai attack. have | it
15 imperialism. S
What tl ]
e Indian nt
. . l o . i
s Some o hummm{ers nefalily expect, m the circumstances. fi i
: 1on of Pakista y 1 Of the Secomit rors
- - ~ s n ‘ ! ‘ | j |
ceitus o P m o O an and confirmation of the SECO;
can be display "
in be displayed by the Indi

< Indian rulers, in
adto turn to their chicl patron

oy on wd-rate
o y :m the US coinage. a “failed state™). 7] y
e R el - atdie ). S

tlers as a trophy. to strenothen their S

tic politic
: cal base. * |
base.* However, even this demand tanjes.
. and cres

the LIS, T aki 1 |
I it e B . ites complications iy
o ers-domestic political eredibility i . i
i o their utter subservience o US| ke N
Y the Pakistani rulers th wittodeetie’s |
over the region would aro

at appears 1o < , _ tism, Ay move
Hsel‘I( rs to 5Uh.mII o India’s junior-heoemao
even greater indignation amone the | W

people. and further i b
and furthe destabilise the Zardari regim kistan
< S 14 e -

s P 1o :
akistani state, T : ' i
state. . . R sy e e
are trving to FL ;”k Us imperialists, aware of the d I'I ‘ Pl chel The
ving to find some way to b ' e
war Tn Afsigaistan. k’»_a} to balance the conflictine requirem .
sl Stan-[ JOh L L= C 2 i
with India on the ot} a(.;bld“ on the one hand and their strat ‘-‘_”-\ o
: b 1er. One should S el
e . ; d expect that the o v
[|]d|d” “”ers ”]C full I]l'iCC 0{_’“}}. . pect Ih.ll the L
any

yolthe sitation,

])\\-f“t 1 L | n e
| - Alract I 01
I,‘A 1‘- ”rt T Tar-] ] Ii [ = t l -i, 7,t o III.-: i { - r s : :
: I i h_ S EIve [! 1 (_.r ; ll I -
.\ I'“\(— A(»I pl Ice \\“.\U ape | ndia 2els maore airectly Glrag o ]I iy l}l.‘.‘\
vortes {}I merica S/ 1<I - ; Que o >
o X ,—.h(ll]lhlﬂﬂ wat \\"I”Lh h;..s dht 1y \ir I,: | ftl. O
‘ h i S L,"'I OV ;
C . 1] ame ¢ war .'1&{””% l el it 1 L t‘
some areas « l I ll\ls“l“ ““(,el 1€ nam ]f - st e Halions {44}
\ Vel ' €SS, 1 » tle lffge“l ] 11S “ ” 11 ‘“d([e u d{,\
X R p " ’ IS U ] S
5 Z”]d( . Cltht/l\ the st l]\e on I\/]Ulnba] lldS ._“i\‘e[ a l

and Indian reacti
Indian reactionary political force

a («’\,)- (&) 01 [,,' O])("(‘
< ang kz t() ‘hc i,](l a ~ale
»oaicd
Stle”()“le” the lepl ebSlVE machine ) {m \vlls ) l 1\/” = Li( )i \ 2L : =
a nery tet Of O[l i { X
L altt 20 e 5
& a

“Ol a”d secul l Cce age 1€ Al ‘ l CNny [ b O { )
11 Ol <
t)/ S/ 5 nc b)., al St = ~Ount
Lil ! VoS lres IR :

[

* Eventl
~ 1oL India’s alli: L
i a’s alliance w .
: ith the US is ¢f i
IS is the pri

in Mumbai. the . . acinal e . :
mbai. the Indian midd acipal reason behind (he revea Ml

]C C,'dq 5 5 Ve Vi naeer b " 3
S8es are (}'(]SII\‘ !
swaved i & S
’. c attacl . . mLo cven sy A i
C ACK. In t} CIrimagd “ { [[ cl) R ) o (\’ :j M,i/] ’ !‘i-" "
th A ‘ on h’v[iSIJS[ ,OI' ll(ll' ! ’L
. 13324 L rathiey than



64

imperialism. The Feactionary campaigo i« clothed in propaganda against
~politicians™. but this is merely meant to broaden its appeal among a public
alienated [rom parliamentary politics —a well-worn technique of {ascistic
propaganda’

Among the ruling class partics, the BJP is best positioned o derive maxi-
um benefit from the recent incident. but the ruling Congress-led alliance
able to extract some “trophy” from Paki-
*esues, the CPI(M) and CPl are barely
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Comrade Rama R: :
S A,-CE,EJ?{::;;i:: .I\].t‘ |lji(| hef:n }Iie secretary of the Vizianagaram
of CPRCI(ML) for the ““:Ltml the CCRI and later of the Area ( 'nn:n; i‘llt":
b il Bci“”‘ ” W i)v ‘dcc:.idcs. died of hepatitis B jaundice n.IL'l
Iar‘ea. he failed 10 ;-;oiice Tlmlllzl?{:ﬁ(i:ﬁ "\;”"k i \"i’—-i"”“gmz”m !m&ﬁé\.
e i o e s symptoms of the disease in time Later
e 2;,-2‘iill\__:lif]}nb.i{.t u'hcr?-: his Family is rcu:’tihii.tz l;lr:]f:- \!.'11T|U
s e nmﬂ_m. ._1: }.Ilnscdi._\' :1§*a|!;1hle In Hyderabad I;L..' ook tre !h
M e Specia”q[t 1(. a{ hal‘f. f_)nlv_\-' atler running from pilla 1}":"\:
picture nl‘lhe:‘ritiml |1a‘1-:r(:0l:“ld_hls mn_"J,\' members and friends v : ‘!J.lj.“
The calm and coumae L.() 1is condition. just two days hcll'-rc;l-'.Ex’d-ll"\!i”
his death was f'illinxfnﬁ< l_ectw,‘l]_ l_iﬂnm Rao showed i battling the (!i»:c-u-:-d'i;r'
the work and gave ihllﬂ..l'r:;{_-ﬂ :u‘ |;.Iu‘)n:||}'. He continued o be chuncurnu.il |h-
suipent g Rﬁn “_..Lfml o:‘ rhz.esan]eli[fllm dlay i_)Cfbl‘t?h'I:i{.lt‘i1lh‘ v
Dundugopalapuram \-ilhf:lf ].]"t",n Into a very poor Dalit I'a'n'-il" i
ek e i:"lf—;t: of Srikakulam district. His parents n‘n'n.ui)h'”l
s SCIMOI.NC; {1;1_:1‘1? he adopted in the party. His date nl‘hhl':::
e, Coperiombuneri IL(Ihb‘;l:a March 8. 1948, though it may v e bee
T sl ;\ Standard. During his student days. he wi J']
He came tnder e inﬁ“ : ¢ n(%hm Pradesh Teachers F(:‘f.it.‘i'ii[it‘lll.l‘f:\ P'I‘i('LN
\rieni\-ma s 1\4“|-|-|“.u:,ed”; a _Drtnn_"ail.wyr Communist teacher. f’wul’l':
him and other tcachers .v;-'Itm |‘-falm 48 i revolutionary lessons “"21‘1‘1
requented the APTF office. From 1963, he
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worked actively for the Communist Party student organisation, Students’
Federation. and in 1966 took active part in the Students’ Federation agita-
tion for a steel plant in Vishaka (with the slogan “Fishaka vukku, Andhrulu
hakki™ — Vishaka steel. Andhra’s right).

Through his contact with the APTI leaders Ramana Murthy, A.V.
Chainulu. Balakrishnamma. and Appaya Master, he was attracted to the
Srikakulam Girijan movement. From there on. he came into contact with
persons sueh s Vasantada Ramalingachari, Panchadri Krishnamurthy.
Adibhatla Kailasam, Vempatapu Satyanarayana, D.V. Raq,

lejeswara Rao.
Inspived by their example, he started working wholly

and T. Nawi Reddy.
for the movement.

Conr. Rama Rao was taken as a squad member of the squad of Polla
area in the initial period, and, apart from participating in other people’s ac-
tions, he ook part in the people’s action led by the sq uad against a sahukar,
Sakala Bhaktula Krishnamurthy of Kapu Umilada village, in September
1969, Just (wo or three weeks after this action. he was arrested in the
Kapu Umilada case, and spent a little over two years in jail. He was active
in the prisoners” struggle in jail against inhuman treatment. He was re-
leased on bail in 1971, While attending the dates of the case, he worked as
an agricultural labourer in his village.

Alter the case was quashed, he went to Bhilai as a worker in the Bhilai
Sieel Plant. But when. in 1973, he received a letter from his early mentor,
Venkata Ramana Murthy, saying that he should not forget the ideals that
the martyrs of Srikakulam fought for. he left his job and returned to
Srikakulam. At the time, under the banner of the defence of those accused
in the Srikakulam Conspiracy Case. and under the leadership of comrade

I Nagi Reddy. mass-political activities were being conducted to revive the
Srikakulam Girjan movement. In the course of these activities, comrade
Rama Rao once again firmly ook to the mass revolutionary line. During the
period of the Unity Centre of Communis! Rgvolutionaries of India (Marx-
ist-Leninist) (UCCRI-ML). he rose to the district-level leadership and be-
came secretan of the Srikakulam-Vizianagaram Area Commuittee. .

With the declaration of Emergency. com. Rama Rao went underground
and continued his activities. He came to be popularly known as “Srikakulam
Rania Rao™. This aflectionate address by the revolutionary ranks and people
continucd titl the end ot his fife.

In 1976, he became member of the Andhra-Orissa Border Regional
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Committee BR | )
o (AOBRCQC), and, from July 1983 to December 1985. he worked
¢ decretary of ' s g F his politicn
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5 C TOOW mee Al ant i : " o .
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situati ¢ F“lﬂi‘r had become very weak and its forces were meagre 1(l —
situation ol pre inance of 7 . e e
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BN 0L . S, ¢ ntimued i the work. gude-
) > difliculties in oe i i b
SUIHES I getting immediafe results, |
teiiee ‘ g g , esults. He treated the vwo
as a life-commitment. irrespect ? ( o oted e ik
¢ Hment. irrespective of uss and downs. As a frue COMINURN; ‘\
. (AN

revolutionary, he adherec i
o n ”:}\ he adhered to the line and persisted in struvole
Pitie this Boriad b rafai i, ' e i
& 1his period, he retained a special bond with ([ Giran area
ATt Aren

identified wi e Ciirtinme
revive tf th the Cirijans. He strove rreorganise the Grrijan Sanol and
Siibe Hilecait, rastes =OTaiEe e anSangh and o
party organisation and its activities in different fronts. "
- - I Soodespite
i -

further desertions i
esertions an sical los
tions and physical losses to e /4 rea Committee. Subsequent]
sSCuenthy,

alter 1995 e DT
2. under CPRCUML), he undetook fresh initiatives 1o revive (f
v S0 re ¢ the

PO \‘ =
1 f(l o L“]__h. !1 1€ Proce S50 il oS 2, [ ) I a ( ol
o I ) ab O I d SCLISsH T 10Ca } O[ >IMsS Ma Ii’ I)C ), l(.
{ It 1 i “ =Y ¥ . ¥ ~ I ' 10 = N



68

i

pockenvise CONTMILIEES Were formed in place ol the d
by the provess ol democratic interaction with the people, two issues
rupgle for the demand for the Dekuraigedda

strict-wide commitiee.

came to the tore. namely. the st
and waste lands between Chintalakorich

landiess Girijans. Various propaganda
Je for distribution of

reservoir. and dist ibution of forest
and Arikakoridi vitlages among the
activities were taken up. The strugg
face of intense pressure and threats from
The Girijan Sangh courageously stood

and aghational
forest lands advanced in the
forest, revenue and police personnel.
its ground and accomplished the distribution to needy Girijans. Thus a new
village came up. Vempatapuram, named after Vempzilzlpu Satyanarayana.
the greal revolutionary martyr. Despite various efforts to disperse the vil-
fagers - imchuding the looting ol all the timber coltected by the vitlagers for
buildine houses — the village was established, and the government has 11-

. of this struggle are now the mainstay of

nally recounssed 1t [he activists
CSanely Inthe course of this struggle, com. Rama Rao played a
(be-

wolving patiently the contradictions among the people
iTerent people). and in motivating the people

the Girjat
key role e
tween different villages and d
to fight the ruling classes.
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hen not only the forces ol the revolu-
(where [ollowers o Fdifferent revo-
but even the forces of the correct
ked patiently for three to four years
and party forces, taking a
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repeatedl
politely declined. and explained-why it w
o the workers has been emerging and taking
4 democratically functioning manner. »
Rama Rao observed certain exemplary communist

amon
leacing their union
As o cadre. conn

revolutionary political standards:
In every struggle against deviations? and in the course of the several
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i : f1J_L.uun[b of each sphere of ectivity. keeping with | 84 hlc_
miy the bare minimum, he never be e Ping with himsel?
. . _ m, he never behaved deprived. | LT
ity with a political sense. prived. He maintained frugal-
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Reﬁ Salute to Com. Gunadhar Murmu

— by a correspondent
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the Communist Party of China, under the leadership of Com. Mao Tse Tung,
conducted and led a principled struggle against the modern revisioyisg of
Khruschov which had taken over the leadership of the Communist Party of'the
Soviet Union. Gunadhar then supported the CPC and upheld the polemics of
the General Line of the International Communist Movement. By adhering 1o
this ideology, he was convinced, communists wou Id be able to integrate Marx-
ism-Leninism with the concrete practice in their own country in a more mature
way. In this context, after the split of the party (CPI), he decided to join CPI(M)
on political grounds. He [ought against chauvinism. At the time ol the India-
Pakistan war in the year 1965 he was arvested as *Pakistani ¢l

He was among the pioneers who in the 1960s took initiative to assert the
peasants” rights, broke the prevailing unbearal-le atmosphere. and organised
them against the ruthlessness of the jotedars-jarnindars. When the first United

Front government was sworn in West Bengal in 1967 wrbulent peasant move-

ments (in continuation of the previous moveme:1s) were seen there under his

leadership when he was in CPI(M) and the loc .| party was with hin. Thou-
sands and thousands of peasants, mainly adiva: . came out witl; femaf (ases).
bows-and-arrows, and sticks. In fact. the prasantry of the area becanie
radicalised in the peasant movemenf even as the Hrst UF government made
promises of land redistribution. At that time, r2ids on blackmarketeers were
organised under his leadership. Agitations under his leadership for seizure of
land, however militant, reached a dead-end und:r the prevailing structire. Ag-
ricultural labourers raised demands for higher veages, There were clashes with

the landlords. Under his leadership peasants fa:2d the jotedars armed witly 43
guns at Baulasini village of Debra Police Statjon where jotedars ranaway [rom
the village leaving the guns. There were active movements in Keshpur Police
Station and Daspur Police Station and adjoin.rg areas where s‘(ruggles were
going on. Even after the dismissal of the first UF government in November
1967, the peasants of Debra remained militan.

- Theleaders who fought against revisionisry and neo-revisionism, like com.
Amulya Sen, com. Kanai Chatterjee and con'. Sushital Roy Chowdhury, sup-
ported his movements and came to meet hin, at his house in the vear 1967,
When the Naxalbari peasants’ moveiment came’into the picture he took the
initiative to form the Naxalbari Krishak Satgram Sahayak Samity in Delbrg

Police Station. In response to the cal] of coni. Charu Mazumdar a number of

_students came from Calcutta, Presidency Group came o Belar (v lage of
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com. Guaadhar Murmu) for red-guard actions. On April 22, 1969, the Commu-
nist Party of India (Marxisi-Leninist) was formed. In May that year he along
with his close comrades (com. Bhabadeb Mondal, com. Netai Das and others)
joined the new party. On August 21 1969 CPI(ML) decided to implement the
programme of annihiation of class cnemies in Debra. Gopiballavpur and
Bahoragora. Com: Charu Mazumdar assigned a more affirmative role to the
annihilation ol class enemies in Debra in September 1969. In front of com.
Charn Mazamdar and other leaders com. Gunadhar Murmu raised his voice
steadily agamst the programme ofindividual annihilation of class enemies in the
meeting of Kharagpur. He said that alter the annihilation of a jotedar his de-
scendant would be the owner of the property and from this action people would
getnothing. But ifwe could seize the property through the village revolutionary
committee and could distribute it to the people of the village and protect them.
they would be benefited. He cited examples of how, through the actions of the
Cthey were getting isolated more and more from the people. When

armed squad
a, police camps were put up. But

the "aunihilation campaign” began in the are
the local police were helpless against the popular upsuige. There were cases
when in Navember 1969, the police [led from places where thousands of peas-
ants came 1o forcibly harvest the crops.
While the leaders in Debra favoured imass movements drawing rich lessons
from the experience of similar movements in 1966-67, the Border Regional
Committee of CPUML), which was in charge ol setting down the cuidelines of
the movement, emphasised the tactics of annihilation: of class enemies to the
exciusion of other forms of movement. The leaders in Debra felt that in the
absence ol any [irm base area, continuation of isolated annihilations would lead
nowhere. and would merely narrow down the scope of further extension of
Party activiiies. On November 1. 1969. at a meeting of the Border Regional
Compittee, CPIML). the leaders of Bebra put forward the proposal of for-
mation of Peasants” Commiittees. But their propoéal was not accepted and
they were criticised for organising mass meetings and favouring mass move-
nients. At another meating in Digha in January 1970, the Debra leaders were
again attacked by the Border Regional Committee, CPI(ML). for their opposi-
ed in the Bengali magazine La/

tion to the tactics of annihilation. [t is publishe
Tara (Red Star) of May 7 and May 22,1975, as a “Review of Debra Peas-
anis” Struggle by a Group of Cadres™. [Excerpted in I the Wake of Ne

by Sumanta Banerjee, p. 184]

Taxalbari
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At last ¢ '

s 0(?2213;21]123]\:;@15I\a{rrested on‘Slh March 1970. Even in the jail. the
Nt Gunadh,ar f(;ll:]]tvtazlt'll1lda|‘ m'troduced the same annihilation line.
ety ﬁim 00 ?and nail bo.ld.ly ?gaixist this line. The uninter-
o cotical mside;he ! .f%all?st the ‘r'iiT.J’iI!NJillI("li'] line saved the lives of s
I Opportu_]{u . nsnds the jail he also fought relentiessiy against
‘Garibi Hataob’ of Indir. '](Ijslh Of.fhﬁ_’ comrades who supported the s‘hu:;m :%*"
wdventuris (o) andl.]-(,;ztl andjn.jims he fought to the last o . ;
el et and hi;- /(.)gpomum?t‘hngs, He. along with his elose comrades
others negated thginse 1\'1 luia] anmhria.tum line. com. Charu Mazumdar amf
protracted armmed sl.rum.'ﬁ:]?\f;gj‘eclii::'c;:g] It?tilif“.ci” e revolution and
gt vegle: More ; did not have a mass revolutionars
their tipt‘l‘ientlik;;g ﬁ‘]‘{i:::?}hllr ug.%fe became more and more shar. {;1'121:1!\1
P e q[r{;;(,!, Q ?\ IJI'i his comradles. conceived that the /]':eianuaiﬂ
jq”mm_Gumdh;}.Miz]:’{ 'n\:b (i .,'\43.'{5 I‘l‘t:\'nfuliunary Armed Struggle. f;l"om
ot tp ay edavery important role in pub!ishilmkllhe Debya
o) oned above) in the Bengali magazine Lal Tar ainst the
‘]2\(/)53]1 atlpme oﬁc]ass enemies’,annihilati(ljn//chalain ;md il;c;uifm at a%“"”St .
Tt Mmies,.anafhi T support of the mass
revomﬁona; mOe:\@[:;éi{;yg&dqall thxjy came to know of the mass af_’.rariz:
o of ;e‘Andhra }‘}'f‘lciesll Co-ordination (‘umm?ﬂcc of
s fsmA“gusi. |Q7"7i;.~%.b t l_n‘fug_h Lad Tara Bengali magazine, A fier hiﬁ.r"-
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¢s com. Bhabadeb
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ai, com. Nets i B T o
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; {hered .. o ,
tionary mass line. ) the politics of the agrarian revoly-
In continuati :
atio : .
revoluti n ofthe continuous process of consolidation of the nraletae:
ionary trend for advanc , : W proletacian
nist Party of Indi Piaen ancement tow ird H]CI’GO}'ganjq;:,[iO“o“h(\(',) y
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ants. Under his leadership peasants fougiit valiantly in the year 1990 i Abdalipur,

an adivasi village under Debra Police Station, for seizure of the vacant land

acquired by the Government. 10 achieved the desired results they boldly faced
the attacks of the political parties. particularly of C i’l{M}and jotedars. A num-
ber of times. he had to face the social fascist attacks of CPI(M) and jotedars.
Ihey artacked him to kill. They even loated and ransacked his house twice.
He fed many struggles, at different times, for demands towards breaking
(he chain of economic exploitation of adivasi people. towards development of
their language and culture, and towards establishing their livelihood with dig-
nity. He always protested and stood boldly over the years against the humilia-

tion, puuullmn and repression of adivasi people. He was detained for this

reason as “Iharhhandi™ by the Left Front Government on 10" March 1990 for
18 days. He observed that, because of the principles of the ruling classes,

adivasi people could not get their due pr estige. They were being isolated from
the mainstream of the sociely for long long time with deprivation and acute
exploitation. The developmentof their language and culture was being restricted.
in this context. soiie political forces raised the demand for formation of
Tharkhand state and a large section ol adivasi people participated in this move-

ment for getting some relief from their problems. Any type ol persecution and
repression on this movement was condemnable. he thought. He expressed
clearly that this movement wasare formist movement and that a separate state

of adivasi people within the framework of this Constitution of India would not

solve their problems. To become free from the exploitation, repression and

deprivation adivasi people would have to fight against their class enemies —the
jotedars-jamindars- feudals and the imperialists. An anti- -feudal and anti-imperi-
alist democratic movement under the leadership of working class is necessary
to reach the goal. To launch a movement against these enemies a United Front
olall oppressed peaple, including adivasis, is necessary.

A communist revolutionary, com. Gunadhar Murmu was also an organiser
and leader of the agrarian revolutionary movement of Malkangiri District, Orissa.
He associated and integrated himself with Malkangiri Zilla Adivasi Sangh fora
long time. from 1992 1o 2002. He was one of the pioneers in building up a
militant and powerful movement under the leadership of the Sangh. [e played
his role as an adviser and trainer there. He assembled and organised the down-
rrodden adivasi people for their movements of jangal, jamin, jal (forest, land,
water) as a4 mass organiser. He was a good propagator and agitator with a
distinet class approach. He traversed all the blocks of Malkangiri — the hills,
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mountains, Tapu areas and dense forests. [t was a surprise to see that he could
travel 30 km to 40 km without any break or food. Since he ;vas J)le onl\ul‘
speak in Santhali and Bengali, one interpreter was always along \\(s'ln him. | E«O
was never found reluctant to attend to his work. though malaria dndlotnu

di
seases plagued him. He merged himself with the land movement of ‘the diffi--

cult to access and distant Tapu area. He involved himself deeph with th
militant and powerful movement against the arbitrary and forcible felling LF
trees, i.e., deforestation of Padmagjm Panchayat, in defence of forests. l(l)
eventr ave]led to-Umerkot in Nabarangpur district at the border of Chhs 1Ii|sn !L
and Ramgiri areas. He loved the tribals of the region and worked v Il(h lhc:1I ]
His political concerns were not restricted to the adivasi question. Rather. he
propagated on other political questions armong the adivasis. For example. he
launched a campaign at Belar in Debra against the State and K .ms(dm’ 1(:11(]:‘
in Punjab and in suppdit of the mass resistance movement there led by th;
“Front against Replesslon and Communalisn. Punjab™ At the same time, I
always used to come forward with ideas for the immediate betterme Fthe
lommy rment of the
The whole band of revisionists, neo-revisionists and “lefi” and risht oppor-
tunists reject in practice the agrarian reve lutisn, which is the axis of the iI] :il mn
Democratic Revolution. Ifthe revisionists, neo-revisionists and the ri 1t u;n;a
tunists reject it with the parliamentary path, reformism, an a..u‘nm.m;,n[l | the
“lefi” opportunists fail to understand the i mseparable connection between agrarian
revolution and protracted armed strugele (protracted people’s war). dnl |‘ |
itwith individual violence. Gunadhar highlight=d the imporiance ol \‘:H.l skil’kf[h
tion of the party forces on the basis of the muss rev ulutmllar; line, Ll;;dl :f :.:
establishment ofan all-India proletarian revolutionary party under the guid: ruj'
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse Tung Thought. He set an example of': u!h::lm:
to the correct ideology and potitics even in many different adverse situation
He was a leader but never did he focus on his personal sell.
‘ He |)ass§d away leaving lis wife. four daughters. son. relatives and com-
rades, b'ut h'lS memory will live on in our struggle. Let us move ahead w ith {irm
determinatiori to carry forward the task olestablishing a People™s Democer: llli
State and Socialist Order for which we are all in Stru:;zlc, } o

Long live Com. Gunadhar Murmu
Red Salwe 10 Coni. Gunadhar Murmu
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Agricultural Labourers of Mukitsar

t lmepressive and Instructive Struggile

ASmiall ba

— by a correspondent

°

August 21, 2008: A clash ol agricultural workers with the police at a
place 2 km from Badal. the native village of the Chief Minister, Parkash
Singh Badal. About 500 men and women were bent on reaching Badal
village to start a sit-in in front of the residence of the CM’s family, in order
to get an agreement implemented. This agreement had been arrived at by
the CM and the leaders of the Punjab Khet Majdoor Union (PKMU) four
months carlier, The police. armed with lathis, tear gas, rubber bullets and a
water cannon, were adamant that agricultural workers would not be al-
fowed (o break through the police checkpoint and proceed to Badal. On the
other hand. the combat-ready agricaftural workers. armed with class-con-
sciousness and class-hatred of the feuds landlords and their government.
were even more deterntined o prove that it was not that casy to check
theme Fhe mevitable resultwas a fierce clash. According to press reports,
28 minutes. 32 agricultural workers (including womer) and

m this clash of ¢
about hall a dozen policemen. including a deputy superintendent and two

woinen constabies. were mjured.

After the clash. the agricultural workers were not subdued: tather. they
were enraged. and their determination to assert their will was heightened.
Phev started a sit-in at the very place ot ithe clash, and thus blocked the
Grand Trunk Road. As news ol the clash spread. reinforcements from vari-
ous villages came to participate in the sit-in. The number of participants in
the sit-in grew to 700. Apart from agricultural workers, about 200 peasants
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E:]ilsnﬁ((zljﬂ, ?h{e near'b%/ d.!Stf‘lCt I%za[hinda, under the fczad_ershfp of Bharti Kisan
o &m}fm). Similarly a good number OF BKU members from Lambi
;i]ocdl\ (qm ;Aih}rch this incident had occurred) rushed to the venue of the g'”_‘:””
Would};,]-]Oz,l,'dzof;](\,(;”;; oft B-KL]] announced lh.ar th.e peasant oroanisation
o - tea, etc to the whole gathering till the conelusion of the
resii)(sigfili;,o;?'cl;er;tff:] pgople, Partic‘uizir.!y peasants and aworkers. dare 10
s e ol ack to assert their will. challenging therchy (he A -
cratic and hsu[‘zll conduct of the rulers and their an:;c forces. 1l ”-"(‘}
mugh? a very bitter lesson. Large contingents of (he police d--\;-.:n‘jfl-v} :f
LI!:EESI for a retaliatory campaign. There f'l."_:Hm\s aspres ni'l(::'u_":..-h“-|:"::]-!'-‘U
m.’d. ﬁ ;.:f(.‘.iu.‘zrr;t‘s agamst not only the leaders and activists ol lhuhu‘r.J:IU{:I:.-II'I-I\;
If)!‘i_.t,slrlilh{lll{lﬂ:i of the people, but against any commoner whon the m'i(:t:
mi des come across in their hunt. The higher police officers shifi iiw.;r; \k"' y
.I!om the district headquarters to the concerned area (o supery jse e L_‘””P
latory campaign. e e
({,',;,_I,-?l_.ltj:;i::b? '1f~0 a ii'ew I'I{)I.-!i‘:% after the clash, all the top officers of the
thodoont, L(::S“fmfm rushed down to the area of the clash. These included
dep o nnussioner, senior superintendent of nolice, superinte I*L 18
puiaw(dercclionl.superhncndcntnI‘pniice (oper: ' 4 J:LI_”_'EEH“‘”[“I
s elia . : xeration). subdivisional mae-
::\:&;::}: ]r:::\l,it;; .B;:(_ ‘ll..nf_\-' hacl‘nnl descended on the venue of tye Sitein
Wi oy £ n m__\ campaign, but, amazingly. o beg the leaders of
ol nwmﬁ({; “1:) {l;td Jul]1 glc clash) fora compromise. There were six rounds
=7 AHONS (from 10 pum. to 3 a.m.) before reachine a werien . - e
IIJI}:‘nt' ;\!I the demands of the struggle \3’61'«’3 d(,C:ptT(:]”I}Efjt.\ullwlijilir;[(f:s:i'
wrealter a camma; » At e T
5 !:}”r;i Iz;qtlzf:éfé‘ij:f ﬂh‘ou_lnlfi.lrfpe months of (Gllow-up an maobilisation
;;”;d_ g pemented, finally most of the demar 15 were 1yl
- !I he most dilﬂ'icuh demand for the administration to [yl wa
hi:‘:i‘ }c\h,\I Ipfslhice.c).fl'xcer:s: During the lathi-charge, two police offiecrs had
o :cfa y p! ohibited caste-basgd derogatory words i the covrse of in
< i & = pR L " - v A - S )
”k‘]ilj‘:‘:(:: z}“:‘i(e”éj?]{"-.“,‘fqm,h:f ”1(:‘ two .of'f“n:ers were (o beg pardon pubh‘clﬁy'.
e ““ i.];i.--l-t.}u- ?;I of negotiatior i‘e?a‘{.‘cd to this demand. The ad-
e s nsistent that [he;uncerned officers would beg pardon in a
¢ vsed-door meeting, but not publicly. Finally. they had to bee pardos o i
presence of 40-45 persons. . o A e
£l

-

i the public




Apart irom futiling the demands related to the building of latrines in a
plots for dung-hills intwo villages. a compensation of

village and providing
Rs 3.8 lakhs was provided to 32 persons injured in the August 21 police
clash. An annual pension of Rs 3,600 was given to a woman of the village

Singhewala whose husband was missing. A sum of Rs 75,000 was awarded
{0 a family whose breadwinner was mu rdered by Khalistani terrorists more
than 15 vears earlier. (Such families were supposed to get compensation
according to the decision of the Punjab government. But this family was
denied compensation due to a technical error in the registraﬁon of the FIR
related to this murder.) An agricultural labourer was awarded Rs 25,000 as
received in a lathi-charge on March 26, 2008.

ant as practical and economic relief
text of the

this area.

compensation for an injury

These demands are not so signific
measures. But the political signilicance is enormous in the con
ing conditions of agricultural labourers in
their complaints to the higher authorities, hot
1o speak of getting the opportunity to talk face-to-face with the government
officers. even the vatekeepers of the government ofticer did not atlow them
hen they saw the whole ol'the district adminis-

humiliating, repressive lv
When they wanled to convey

to getin the oflices. Now w
ration begging for an agreement, coming to their own venue of the sit-1n
someone expressed (he feelings of the collective of the workers. “See, the
might and prowess ol our unity! The whole range of officers, from the
D.C. and S.S.P. were looking like goats before us!” A woman, whose
residence is just near the spot of the police clash and who was therefore an
eyewitness o the whole episode, distributed a big panful of sweets the next
morning. When asked about the reason for this sweet-distribution, she
answered joyfully, “Sons! Why should I not sweeten your mouths,

e emerged victortous from the police clash. Itis only you who
have seen many being beaten back

prompiy
when you hav
have beaten the police back, whereas |
by the police.” There was widespread praise for the struggle in various
sections of the people apart from agricultural labourers. While the strug-
oling workers emerged from this struggle with high morale, higher con-
sciousness and an expansion of the influence of the PKMU. the district
administration felt humiliated.

The outcome of this incident of clash-seems to be a somew
at. Hlow could it happen? This clash was notan isolated and

agricultural labourers. Rather, this episode was the

hat miracu-

lous developme
spontaneous outburst of

concluding part of a two-vear S e 79
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As the anger against the oppression and exploitation-was burn ing among

“ the agricultural labourers, the propaganda and agitation of the unio‘{}’got

instant and active response from a section of the labourers, Many succss.:

ful and militant struggles were fought against oppressive acts of landlords-
police combine. But the social oppression as the main issue of struggles
posed some limitations for the expansion of the moveément and the mass
organisation. Usually an-act of oppression by an individual landlordiagainst
an individual or a few in_diy'idual’agricultm‘al labourers were beconiing the
issues of the struggles. In these militant struggles only refatively advanced
upper layer of the labourers participated actively, thus Himiting the expan-
sion of the mass base of the struggles. In such a situation the union leader-
ship felt that without taking economic demands as the issues ofthe struggle
the mass base of the union cannot be extended. But, as told earfier, it was
very difficult to fight successful struggles on economic demands agains
landlords because the landlords were ableto project such struggles against
them as the struggles against all landowners and il upper caste population
of the village. Hence, struggles on economic denands against landlords
were not preferable, for the time being, in such a situation.

So the leadership decided to fake the course in which generally the
partial demands related to the fair implementation of welfare schemes for
the SCs and below poverty line (BPL) people were to be the main issues of
the struggles. All ruling class parties have been projecting stch schemes
from time to time to lure the people into'their vote-banks. But most of the
deserving people never get the reliefand facilities announced in those wel-
fare schemes. Such schemes included: old-age pensions: shagun scheme
(gift money given to the bride on the occasion of her marriage). which was
Rs 1500 in the beginning and now is Rs 15,000 arants for renovating mud
houses and for building pucca (kiln brick) houss; free allotments of plot

o

_for houses and for dung-heaps: free building of ‘atrines in the houses: and

distribution of wheat and pulses on subsidized rutes, etc.

Distribution of such grants etc ina village aze usually under the control
of feudal forces-in the village. They .use these grants etc to maintain and
increase their erip on the agricultural labourers and other poor of the vil-
lage. Thus the target of the struggle for fair distribution of grants etc are
also feudal forces and their representatives along willy the bureaucracy.
The first step of the PKMU on thig course was preparation of the demand

¢
I

_Charter.
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demands among the masses of other sections of the people to win them
over and o get their support for the struggle on such demands, it is pafticu-
larly necessary in the case of the agricultural labourers, who are marginalised
and are victims of prejudices in society.” Afler the concrete in vestigations
about the implementation of the welfare schemes, many write-ups wefe,

sent to the pres detailing the. number of deserving persons/families who |
were denied the benefits of these schemes. Some newspapers regularly
published these write-ups, making these attempts of the PKMU a sort of

campaign exposing the deceptive nature of these populist policies of the
ruling party of the time. Similarly, while struggling for the implementation of
the agreement with the CM. particular attention was given to project the
Justification of the agreed demands. Apart from such projection in the press,
deputations were sent again and again to the officers who participated in
the agreement. The CM was informed through a letter about the distric(
administration’s ignoring the implementation of the agreement. His priaci-
pal secretary was il)fQ-Ifll]eCl about the problems coming in the way of the
implementation. A letter was sent to the MLAs of all the parties just before
the assembly session. Finally, a written nctice about the sit-in at 3adal vil-
lage was sent 15 days in advance, to the CM through the deputy cominis-
sioner of the district. The same notice was sent to the in-charge of the local

police station (at Lambi) and the senior superintendent of palice of the

district. This notice of four pages included the details of 1he follow-up eft

forts of union leaders for the implementation of the agreement. A letter was

addressed to the people of Badal village to get their support for the sit-in,

After the projection of the justification of the struggle demands comes the

next step of preparing the ranks and the people to initiate a strugole or (o

carry the struggle on to the next, higher, level.

Preparation of the ranks for the struggle
According to a report of the union:

“In order to advance any struggle in a revolutionary direction. apart from other
factors, the factor of making a concrete assessment of negative and positive
assessment of ourselves as well as of ouradversary becomes extreme Iy impor-
tant. The prestige of the adversary should be eroded by projecting their nega-
tive aspects and weaknesses, Our weak points should be pin-pointed and
appropriate steps should be taken to sieengthen these aspects. Assessment

|
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Next, the positive and negative aspects of the PKMU were discussed,
It was mentioned that the union had its mass influence in about two dozen
- villages, and was capable of mobilising about 1,000 miiit

ait people. It had

two dozen leaders and speakers of various levels. The union had cordial
and supportive relations with mass organisations of peasants and employ—
ees. It was also a positive factor for the union that the chiel minister had
already agreed to the demands of this struggle. o

Discussing the problems before the union, it was pinpoiuted that some of
the agricultural labourers may feel: “These demands are related to a few
persons/villages. I have no stake in this struggle. Even if'these demands are
fulfilled nothing will come out of it for me, or for us, or for our village.™
Some of the people may be-scared of police torture, arrests, and jail, ete. |
Some may not be pi'cpared to face loss of workdays and to face other
physical sufferings which are common in struggle periods. [t was discussed
in detail how to respond to such misgivings and questions of (he people.

[t was particularly discussed that thougl the issucs of the strugele were
small, the remaining demands were relate i to a few persons and o few
villages. The state was supposed to spend u very small amount ol money
(notmore than Rs 1.15 lakh), other éxpense required (for building latrines)
were to be spent (about Rs 18-19 lakhs) from central government funds
and plots were to be given from common v Hage lands. Then why was the
government delaying the implementation ¢ "the agreement? It was bec
they saw the bigger political implications of such small victories of this
force of agricultural labourers organised on the basis of revolutionary
politics. Such $mall victories would lead t: greater struggles on im
and basic demands. A dangerous future
was emphas

ause

portant
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ised that exactly due to the sar e reason, agricultural labourers
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the deputy commissioner(DC) chose to neglect the sit-in. The focus of (he
mobilisation was the villages of the area. The people were urged through
meetings, rallies and demonstrations to participate in the sit-in and to re
ter their complaints (against the administration) with the union. A laree number
of issues began to comie to the union. As a result of this mobilisation about
1700 people from 35-40 villages participated in the demonstration ut the
district headquarters just after four days from the beginning of the sit-in.
Seeing the increasing mobilisation of the agricultural labourers, the DC de-
cided to relent and invited the union leaders for negotiations. The meeting

was attended by all district officers related to the various demands of
union.

O1Q=-
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“the

Almost all the demands were accepted, which includes grant of plots for
some homeless and for dung-hills; grant for renovating mud-houses, free
~ building of fatrines-in two villages, etc. A specimen of the dialogue:

- Union leaders: Owners of the fair-price shops are cheating the people:
What will you do to check them? '

) District food supply officer: We will take necessary action according to
the legal procedure. '

DC: No! No! Immediately cancel their licenses. lfyoLx cannot do il

wet
yourself transferred.

&

After the period of this struggle, this agreement was partially inmple-
mented. There was improvement in fair-price shops in some villa
uled Caste certificates were issued to a large number of person
it is very difficult for an ordinary SC person to
was a beginning of free electrizity

ges. Sched-
s (normally
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supply in some villages (as per the scheme
announced by the government). Some families gotshagun scheme money.
Old age pensios were given in stray cases and 25 families in a village got
grants for building brick-kiln houses. But a major section of the dem
involving a big amount of moneywas not fulfilled.
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Sublic ; hich had already been [lixed. A delegation of fraterna
Subiic nrectine which had already veen lixed. leg
public mecting . be ed. A delesd et
sreanisatons ( Technical Services Union ol the electricity wm.i\cm, tcﬂ X
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women from various jails under the pressure of the situatic o esting
Fhe PROMU held a rally of about 1,000 persons at ]am )]I ]’)ll ﬂ‘»,%;
Loainst the March 26 lathi-charge. A call was given to flaunt b ac%i cgr ;e
aQelihis ¢ Viarer .« A . el . ’ o st
Mi As. ministers. and government officers visiting the VIH%%S' .
e . - - . = ack Aag demon-
finance minister (ie nephew of the CM) had to face a black flag
ilaliue i B H ) I
(ration by a hundred men and women mna village. s euiltural labourers
o A ki A B Py P il ural l: AR
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Hie ©NEL on his own initiative, held a meeting with a delegation o 'i"l ;
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: | he demands of this struggle within one month. Though
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released in two villages and plots
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and aereed w ulfllal
‘ds blocked by an MLA were and
rets Docked Dy s e )
e allotted in one village within the specified time, fulfilment
e | of strusele for four months.
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for dunu-heaps W
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ol the rest of the demands 100K another roun
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Today’s Movement of Government
Employees of West Bengal and its Pact
pioy g

—hva correspondent

(1) 1940 is an important turning point iin the history of the state government
employees’ movement as well as organisational development in West Ben-
gal. From this point. trade union cons:iousness gradually began 10 be in-
Jected in the movement, which natural v influenced organisational activitics
also. The national and international sivnation of that period created the con-
ditions for this development. The natiorwide anti-British struggle. and inter-
nationally the October Revolution in the USSR in 1917 influenced all mass
movements of this country. Naturally. the state government employees
movement could not remain out of thiz orbit. Another factor v as also im-
portant for this change. Numbers of politically conscious young people from
the student movement got jobs as state government emplovecs and a sec-
tion of them made conscious efforts 1¢ change the character of the
organisation and movement of the governmant employees in (his state,

(2) The period from 1946 to 1966 was an inipressive periad of the state
governmentemployees” movement in West Bengal. {t was a period of rapid
development of organisation, the social, political and trade union conscinus-
ness of the organisers and as a whole movement. This is (he period when
the organisation got a strong foothold in the messes of the state covernment
employees and it emerged as a true professicr-based mass Organsalion.
Affer the direct street-fight of the government employees against de-ra-
tioning in 1948 resulting in thousands of emplovees being rendered surplus.
il became an urgent need to organise the entire state government emplov-
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ompul-
ces under a more organised organisational structure. Out of this comy;

sion. in 1056. a federative organisation, namely, “Co- -ordination Committee
of the State Government Employees’ Unions and Associations™ was formed
with the existing eight unions and associations. Up to 1966 it was essen-
tially a profession-based trade union with employees of different political

and social beliels,

(3) Under the influence of the then national and international situation, as in
other mass organisations, the hold of the Communist Party on the state
government emplovees” front gradually increased. At the same time, a sec-
tarian attitude based on parliamentary electoral interests also rapidly en-
aulfed the organisation. which was contrary Lo the idea of an industry-
based. factory-hased or profession-based single trade union. As a result.
the Congress party in 1966 was able to form a Congress- based organisation,
namely. - uiu wion of State Government Employees of West Bengal™.

This \\' as the first split of the organisation. Nevertheless, this was the pe-
riod oi‘n‘u'mrwmml(Il‘ clopment, of militant trade union movementand of

carning several important trade union rights.

(43 The historic Tood movement of 1966 engulfed the entire social and po-
fitical Tite of West Ben tn the w ake ol this glorious movement, from
FO6T to P97 the ~Le [1 mnm came (o power for two terms (for a period
of 9 and 13 months. i.c. a total of 22 months) under the leadership of the
CPIM) and the banner of the United Front. As a natural development. the
vices of parliamentary politics gripped all the constituents of the United
Front government: it was especially powerfully manifested in the CPH(M).
As with all other mass or sanisations they tried to make the Co-ordin jation
Committee a tail of the C-PI{M ) and established absolute control over the
organisation. whicl encouraged other constituents to follow the same path.

As a result. in this period. the State Co-ordination Committee split into a
number of party-based. cadre-based organisations. As such, this period may

be termed the period of the disintegration of the state government employ-
ees  movement in West Bengal.

(53 The period from 1970 to the first part of 1977, wl?\ch mcllude:ﬁthe dalxk
period ol internal emergency as well, was a very critical pertod. i was the
decade ol the areatest attack on the democratic rights, trade union rights
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and economic rights of the toiling people, including the government caiplo -
ees. At the same time, in case of the government employees of this state. it
was the decade of several higher forms of struggle. A three-day continuous
strike in August 1970, a one-day strike in 1974, a continuous dharna for a
lon;: period and numbers of massive demonstrations were organised through-
out this period. In support of the historic 22-day strike of railwayv workers
and employees in 1974, the State Co-ordination Committee played a struggle
role and held several solidarity programmes. Naturally, among the state
government employees, and even among workers and employees of other
sectors, this organisation earned a prestigious and popular image.

(6) In spite of a number of splits and disintegration in the state government
employees’ movements, from 1969 to 1970 and onward, and the different
shades of deviation infiltrating the organisation fram 1967 along with the
Untted Front government’s ascent to power, the essential role of the State
Co-ordination Committee remained pro-employee. At the same time this
organisation had a struggling past and well-knit organisation. For all these
reasons this organisation was the biggest. and had an all-em! IACHIY nold on
the major section of the employees.

(7) The pro-employee and democratic role of the State Co-ordination Com-
mittee, the main force of the government employees’ movement of West
Bengal. completely ceased just after the emercence of the Lefi Front con -
ernment in May 1977, with an understanding with the ruling classes. From
this tirning point, this organisation began to serve the Lefl Front govern-
ment instead of serving the interests of the emp!oyeeé. Naturaily. in spite of
the existence of a'trade union like the Co-ordination Commitice. an cssen-
tial vacuum was created in the movement. since there was no other foree
‘0 protect the employees from the all-round onslaughts of the state govern-
ment other than the Co-ordination Committee. There are a few small
organisations under the control of constituents of the Left Front FovVern-
ment, which have to follow the path of the State Co-ordination Committee.
Otaer than these government followers, there are numbers of small
organisations — federative, umhl), depmﬂnental cadre-based. having dif-
terer t shades of views. These organisations are mainly divided in two block 5
— left-oriented and right-oriented. Left- and right-oric ntcc[owamsdmns have
their divergent views and both have been apathetic about building a united

TR
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movenment. At the same time, none of them individually was capable of

resisting the attack of the employer. i.e.. the Government. In this vacuun.
the 1.eft Front government. out of their extra need to prove themselves
faithiul to the ruling classes, and demonstrate their capability in serving the
interests ol their masters, became more aggressive toward the employees.
he Lett Iront government ruthlessly brought down an unfettered attack
on the trade union and economic rights of the employees. The government
snatched away the right ol promotion on seniority basis, and brought back
the black rule of the C.CR. system. Arrears of dearness allowance were
never allowed to employees of this state: from 2002, 50 per cent of the
bonus was curtailed and only Rs 1.000 of ad-hoc bonus was paid to the
emplovees. Major portions of arrears of pay revisions were regularly de-
nied o the eniploy ces and teachers of his state. fn the case ol pay revision
in 2009, 27 months” arrcars was lorfeited. Most of the other states” arrears
were paid from 1.1.06. whercas in West Bengal it is allowed only for the 12
months 1.4.08 10 31.3.09. In the case of house rent allowance, no enhance-
ment has been made for about the last 40 years. it is only 15 per cent,
whereas the Central Government raised it for the major portion of its en-
ployees from 20 per cent to 30 per cent, There is no education allowance or

transport allowance. Medical allowance is a mere Rs 300.

(8) In such a state of afTairs. the fragmented unons with lelt or right views
among the covernment and semi-government employees saw that such a
deep and all-round attack cannot be resisted by individual efforts. Under
pressure from below, the leaderships were compelled to unite in a common
platform in the year 2002, Twenty-two organisations ol various shades.
comprising state government employees, school and college teachers, local
sell-government. school and university employees. doctors, and workers of
the electricity hoard. came undera common umbretla to realise their essen-
tial demands and to protect the employees and waorkers from the wiparal-
leled attack of the state government. A similar phenomenon was taking
place in the State Secretariat (Writers” Building). There too emerged a join!
platforn. namely, *Mahakaran Sangram Committee™. comprising six to eight
organisations. in the same period. It is a notable fact that in the whole of
Bengal thisis the first elTort of a jointand united forum of government and
semi-voy ernment workers and employees of this state (o raise a protest

against the onsls Lthe afar . .
gainst the onslaught of the state machinery. “Joutha Sanorami Mancha i«
the product of this effort. % R

(9) Srllncej' 2002 these two joint forums continuously organised various [ormes
(.).fag'ltatlro‘n and demonstrative programmes agailinst Il?e evcr—ﬂrm\,i ;<7Lllfi1]b
rivation, Th'ey conducted protest ralliés, mass deputations s ii.‘: ;1‘1":'9:' 't“::)\ .
tur.es,_slay-m programme, civil disobedience. etc.. Through c;wlﬁ'm‘?'mj
igltatmnal programmes these two forums became an at’tefnhfvg ”“'1'::‘:)2;
']ovem.ent. i government and semi-government empl(;\‘eos:' an’d j\ OrKers
N ‘4 o yee WOFKCES.
;“2;]cjigé:;l;lg];(l)g;tl%/lm‘es ofth(?se two forums gradually reached g peak
fron . - Ihewave ot movements during (his period all aver the
btal‘(, especml.ly the Singur and Nandigram movements, was also a0 i I 'L
‘r,a']t source ?ﬂnspiration behind the higher form oﬂnovélne;]m ﬂ-ujii\ 5>i-‘]"‘)'o'l -
th front. The success of the statewide programme of one ;i;]“\ 5 ;;\ ‘”
casualleave on February 15,2007, at the call of Joutha Sz«mﬂmn'?."‘v’:nr M
a,nd the unprecedented stay-in programme ir Writers’ f,'Suildinjfw M 'lll’y'( ""k ”‘
Sangram Committee, created & high leve! of enthusiasim ;( ( "")‘“““”
l?lo_\'ees from the first part of 2008, Pre paratio aoi ‘mo”‘é HL' her
forms of agftation. 1ot of 2008, ;‘ ation was gomg on for hicher
s 01 g .Oon nWriters” Building a compact three-phase progranminie
i S\m /_ul;; ln:\.ugust .]9, 2008, notice-giving Maha Michil: /f\u‘(r_qusl 20.
k,a\,e’ A”) [he%)el(:;ljmme, and S}eptember 11, 2008, hall-day mass casual
ave. ogrammes achieved the greatest success and insnroc
th.e masses ofemployees. Under the banner 0?“Jouthasgzzesj;l;lll;(i’ll'{::ijll I’k"d
gleparztlonﬂfor a one-day statewide strike was taken up m;mimou;h ;llu
en;;:t; : [01f poth the prog)rammes were mmore or less the same. o
Structur;}eﬁg;% 3[;1(311;?;6 ]5”2153)6/ (gl(])rg]lzlis‘(?n atl‘m’ inl’roduclion ol anew pay
\ basts of nee ! based pav [c
(‘]e‘".‘fhess allowance with arrears from the due ‘c.ILa\le g?dje“»d ‘f):]"\ : 'E'p—lo_(‘imc
fillingup of 3.5 lakhs vacant posts with unenloyed R ‘,.47-]-— M-I 4("‘/”71 -bO“U&
political ights, oin mor ot Pos eolo; youths, trade union and
ftuted the 10-point argent demancds,

’ - N @ |
‘(nlz?s)s l;l(n)e”?;o(':.d forum .I(.)Lll}'ha San.grami Manciha™ (JSM) decided 16 hold 3
s con n 1‘011 to mobilise possible other foices around JSM 10 the ep-
]-”0]5_ ;h]: e px’(?gp.mﬂme,qan‘d to decla{e the specific date for that Accord-
e - e convention was held at the Centenary ]| of Kolkata Unis crsits
on T_\'?Vem ber 18, 2008. Un fortunately, one of e miportant ;(m\:{;;i‘l*(“;'(:
nanmiely, the convenor organisation of the Manche. opposed lhcrin;mlcdrim.e.
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strike programme. They proposed (o defer the strike indefinitely. This
tion had a reputation as militant and radical. They, along with two

organisi
sreanisations, raised their differences among

[rinamoot Congress-guided ¢
the 21 participating organisations of the convention. Thus the break-up of
e v ote was 18 in favour of holding a strike on Tanuary 22, 2009, and 3
against, Vhe dissenting three organisations. especially the convenor
arganisation. refused to obey the majority decision of the convention. F'rom
the date of the decision. they iried their best to sabotage the strike programme.
They circulated a whip to their members not to participate in the strike.
issued show-cause letters, issued suspension letters 1o the organisers who
defied their dictation. and published statements in the media against the
strike. Lastly, they joined hands with the administration and the agent

organisation, and resorted Lo all sorts of means to damage the strike. The
leadership who opposed the strike and their ranks were divided vertically
on the guestion ol participation in the strike, The major portion of their

organisation pacticipated in the strife.

11 Trrespective of political beliefs and views. the government and semi-
novernment employees and w orkcers spontaneously stood in support of the
sirike. The sirike was highly successiul. The a iministrative offices were
paralysed throughout the districts and i Kolkata, including Writers” Build-
ing. On the average, 70 1o 80 per cent of the employees ook part in the
strike prowramme. After 32 long years the employees and workers of the
sovernment and semi-government seciors of West Bengal placed their leet
a0t the daring to turin back to struggle with the

overwhelhning success of the strike. fomay W outto be a turning point on

on thie weound. And they
this front

August 15, 2009




