. ﬁashmlr Froblem :

A Striking Exposé of the Fragile POllthaL
Base ¢ Tyrannical Face of the Indian State

_ 'l‘he way Kastmir got 'bra.nsformed so ‘quickly ‘into.
o o o meethlng cauldron of anger and revolt against the
@flian resime is a telling commentary on the vola-
THE COM&AD #7le political situation prevailing in India. The
E' | 'Shjua'thu 13 more so in those pzrts of the country
}ﬁw'nere the general imperialist-feudal oppression

C-C . EE .-r %ﬁ ulres en adced dimension of a slight towards a
* | ¥ a.t

1onaJ or a tribal identity. The Kashmir problem

ne”  doubt has its own complexities, historical. as

133[,[15' m. 6 Fﬂallsas geo—-political; nevertheless, it happens to
- {g'hh.bnt, in the most clear-cut fashion, the gene-

ral reéality of the Indian autocratic rulers' cyni*cal
disregard of the lives and concerns of the broad

<D

f-ﬁ(\)_-\“m»{_m Y imasses of Indiar people, the general reality of

= _ . Mtheir crucially depleted political capital and gn-
f)(?‘ | =237 £ (R -?5 na.nced administrative ferocity vis-a-vis the con?fn on

_and tne general reality of the anti-reople,
aht :_‘,‘b'am }gontent of their fundamental slogan
) kv hak g }iﬁﬁ 8grity of India (ie, Inddan State). at
- | 'ﬁ‘;ﬂ.% T :

4:na tzonalAprohlem :

These days all the prominent ruling class poli-

‘oians and other spokesmen can be heard frequently
aiﬁylng that the Kashmir problem is a "national
p;;pblem"N Any person, who is qOﬂbWh%t familiar with
thelr political jargon, will make no mistake about
the méaning of that phrase. The phrase is farthest
“from acknowledging the truth that the Kashmir probt-
lem involves the national factor —— the issue of

] tignal status, rights, feelings and aspirations

the Kashmirl people, What they mean is that the
_mrbblEm is such as bears upon the interests of the
tuling classes as a whole and their State rather
the interests of a partiocular seoction or
) itlc party of the ruling classes, Hence the
1m 1ied suggestion that all of them should forgo

1




specific case, their "democratic right" of
-2l leg-pulling and, instead, bring to bear
elr concerted power against the incipient threat
their common authority. aAnd, trat threat, all ol
em certainly understand, is beirg posed neither

y Pakistan (or any other "foreign .1and" bent upon L

dismembering India) or by the sundry Islamic funda-
mentalist armed groups active in Kashmir but ty the
iefiant Kashmiri people., The systenatio calumny,
perseoution, humiliation, repression and mowing
dovn of Kashmiri people do not take place as a
result of some administrative bungling or stray
excesses of some police force but as expressions of
the considered response of the Indian rulers to the
Kashmir problem, on the basis of taeir threat-
perception,

Beat~them~into-submission policy

The present 3tate-terrorist pol.cy of all-out
offensive against the mascses of Kashmirl peopie i8
the culmination of the long-standing Stats-pollicy
of breaking the resistance of the lashmiri people
to the gradual annexation of Kashm:r to the Indian
Union through political perfidy, manipulation and
repression of mass protesti. As ear:y as in 1953,

the Indian State's Kashmir policy had reveyl séd—3+s

annexationist thrust and essentially coercive nature

when the first and last properly-elected ruler of
Kashmir,
on orders from the Nehru govermmeni, and more than
1,500 Kashmiris were butchered to cuzll the wide-

spread mass protest against that higa-handed action.

In the past, however, the Indiar. rulers could
always utilise some native politicel ageney for
imposing their political will on the course of
events in Kashmir and, thus, maintein a facade of
an indigenous leadership being at tnz help of
Fashuir affairo, Bven the dismissal and detention
of Sheikh Abdullah was effected under the formal
authority of the then "sadar-e-ryasat" Karan Singh.
"™mile the "lion of Kashmir" was forczbly kept out

‘'ction for almost two decades, till he was tamed
2
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“iaave confronted the

o

Sheikh Abdullah, was dismissed and arrested -+

and re-instated in 13975, the show of a Kashmiri
government was kept on through front-men such as
'Bakshi Culam Mohammel and G.li.Sadique,
v} From the mid-eighties onwards, even the worn—out
political buffer that the National Conference pro-

‘dismantling operation. As a result, the National
‘‘|Conference today stands disgraced with the Kashmiri
Jipublic and politically sidelined by Central inter-
*3vention and, in the meanwhile, no other Kashmiri
‘f-political plztform has been allowed to come up as
an alternative parliamentary political force. The
4Indian rulers' annexationist Kashmir policy has
come full circle. Recently, thney nave dropped the
pretence of respecting the special status of
Kashmir and sought to lord it over Kashmir like
#!,ith any other state of the Indian Union {notwith-

"standing their ritvalistic reiteration of article
?1370 which has systematically been drained of all

political conient znd retains only the legal safe-
? guard against the ltuying up of Kashmiri landed

{ sroperty by non-Kashmiris). Thus the Iadian rulers
Kashmiri people with the
choice of either getving resigned to unqualified
subjection to the Indian State or revolting against
thr. encroaching-authority of the Indian State, The
fKashmiri people have opted for the latier course.

F  The mass character of the defiance of the

4 ..thority of Indian rulers, and. the taking to arms
by a determined section of Kashmiri youth who are
‘disillusioned about the farce of Indian parliamen-
'tary democracy: these two factors in tandem have
lent quite a new complexion to the old Kashmir
‘problem., The former is certainly the basic of these
;1two factors, the prevalent feeling of national dis-
lgust and alienation from the Indian State is deter-
Jmining the Kashmiri youth's recourse to arms. On
the other hand, the emergence of armed young
rebels is playing an important role in galvanising
'8 and strengthening the resolve of Kashmiri masses to
‘¥ sssert their independent national identity vis—a-

| is the Indian State. It is this new complexion
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a0quired by the Kashmir problem that has set the Cioim the Lashmiri people a5 subjects of the Indian
alarm-bells ringing in the Indian ruling circles | State. and those Indians who are not driven to shame
and they have come down heavily upon the Kashmiri | .ng anger and protest by this avowed barbarism of
people to instil dreand of the Iadian State—might in" the Indian rulers, have no right to claim the
the Kashmiri ming, | Kashmiris as their fellow~countrymen and expect from

In the heat or intra-party Wrangling, the Union ,the Kashmiris any reciprocal affinity with thenm.
Minister for Railways, George Fernandes, blurted : r i, sm :
out the truth about the current State-terrorist indian chauvinism to the rescue of Statestorrorisn:
policy towards Kashmir, ",,. th: administration was The Indian rulers are well aware that, despite
of the view that the problem could only be solved - their best efforts, State-terrorist atrocities on

|

by 'bringing the people into sutmission' ", (PTI & ‘ordinary Kashuiri masses could not be kept concealcd

ihil indian Zxpress, By 20, 1990). How the blood- 'from the Indian public, unlike the cases of such
ooty heast ilier ihe S<in of these Gandhian atrocities on the insurgent nationalities of the
oJPooriten cmis out snarling when the State-autho- remote north-castern parts of India, They kpow t%at
iy of the Indian rulers is at stake can te seen knowledge of the rutilessness and the enomity of

in one of the comments of Union Hinister for Foreim State repression would surely give rise Fo a general
o ARy Juky dujral. In an interview in London, he  feeling of disgust and public outcry agzainst them.

Said with least compunction, "Tne issue (in Kashmir) |36, in order to forestall adverse public rezction,
is not liVES.... The ‘C-SL.I(B 1s tie d‘lr{lbility of the -they vociferously pla:,red up the Pa_l’ClSta,nl connec}tlon
of the Kashmiri turbulencs, artificially created an

Indian State, Ard the Indian Stite cannot be allowed .
to break — gt any risk, " (YNt Indian EXpress, satmosphere of confrontation with Pakistan, gnd in=
April 22, 1990), How brutal yet Enlightening! It is | voked Indian chauvinist against alleged Paklstani
a clcar political contession by the Indian rulers /desigmBof grabbing Kashmir. ind they have,'by and
that they are concerned neither with the sentiments large, succeeded in distracting tbe attention of _
and security of the Kashmiri pecple nor with the | the common people of India from the Sta?e_atr°°1tles
unity and integration of Kashmiri people with the that are being perpetrated on the K§Shmlrl masses,
people of the rest of India. What th:y are solely A Also, the vital question of the national and

and terribly concerned with is the securing of democratic rights of the Kashmiri people between the
Kashmir as their pPossession —- "the durability of ’Indian rulers and their Pakistani counterparts- e
the Indian State" — no matter how many Kashmirpi question of Indo-Pak contention over Kashmir was
lives and other lives are cut orr o get there, at made the focus of public attention and concern. ‘
the time of the Jalianwala Bagh Nassacre, for the f Due to the historical circumstance of th? garva ug
British colonialists tne 1ssue was not the Indian out of the two States, India and Pakistan, in a maze
lives but the durability of British Raj; for the of civil destruction and man-slaugnter, and the
Indian people, however, those disdainfully«thermi— subsequent wars that were imposed on the twg peop}es
nated Indian 1ives could nqot but bs the issue that b;” thelr respective rulers, the common man in India
Pronounced the insufferability of the British Raj, takes Pakistan for a relentless and wicked f?etOf'
Today, the people of Kashmir are Justified in India and vice-versa. Hence, the alleged Pakistani

‘ b ' i i 5 1 i connec-—
drawing the conclusion that the Indian rilers, who designs against Indiez, or alleged Paklstgnl Zi
tion of any political force or movement in India,

have shown in practice and publicly declared their . s

o . Y . ; om : i (i auvinism
proclivity +to slaughter the Kashmiris, have no right usually generate she high-tide of Indian cha ’
right, other than the barbarian right of might, to

4
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l the like of which no other patriotic concern can
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boaSt‘of. Thus, the Indian rulers, through wilful
branding of the just struggle of the Kashmiri masses
as "Pakistan-instigated disturbance" and the armed
groups of rebellious Kashmiri youth as "Pakistani
agents", have more or lcss neutralised the intensity
of the incipient public reaction against their
State-terrorist operations in Kashmir,

Exoepting the sort of falss legzitimisation of
the reign of terror in Kashmir resting on the
perverted logic of Indian chanvinism, the Indian
rulers have absolutely no justification for unlea-
shing terror on the Kashmiri people, Given a proper
and sustained exposure-campaiim by communist revolu-

tionaries, democratic element: and other consoienti-

ous citicens of India against te falsehoods and
misdeeds of Indian rulers witk respect to the
struggling Kashmiri people, the Indian rulers would
stand condemned in the eyes of ‘the Indian public,
in due course of time,

Kashnir is not an integral part of India :

Indian ruling classes' politicians of all hyes _
Sseek to falsify history by chaating, day in and day
outy that thé Kashmir is an integral part of India.
How and when did Kashmir becom: an integral part of
the Indian Union? They have no coherent and common
-answer to this question., Count:ng on the common
man's non-familiarity with the matier, they fly in -
the face of incontrovertible fucts pertaining to
the unsettled question of Kashmir's statehood,

The Instrument of Accession (signed by the then
rulers of the State of Jammu & Kashmir as a contrac-
tual arrangement for enabling 1he entry of Indian
Union ammy to check the Pakist:n-inspired tribal
invasion of Kashmir) was a provisional document,
Under its terms, the people of Kashmir reserved
their uncurtailed right of deternining their state-
hood, ie, exercising their option of becoming a
constituent part of the State of Indian Union, or a
constituent part of the State of Pakistan, or an
independent State of Kashmir. Tho then Indian
government repeatedly proclaimed that India would
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stand by the treaty-obligations and that the psople
of Kashmir would be gi.ven the opportunity to exzer—
cise that option, as soon as normmal conditions got
restored in Kashmir. At a more solemn level, the
Indian Constituent Assembly, while providing for
Kashmir's autonomous status in the Indian Union
under Article 370, reiterated the right of the
people of Kashmir to accept or reject that arrange-~
ment by their free self-determination. Yet, the
people of Kashmir were never given the opportunity
for exercising that option. Now, the Indian rulers
cannot justify their reneging from that commitment
by pointing o Fakistan's default on that score.
The argument that Pakistan's refusal to vacate the
forcible ococupation of a part of Kashmir entitles
India to hold on to the other part without the
express consent of the people of Kashmir, is a sheer
bandit=argument. Actually, it is this anti-democra-
tic propensitiy of the Indian rulers — their
reliance on force, deception and manipulative
politics in dealing with the people of Kashmirs
their mistrust of Kashmiri people whioh found
expression in the latter being kept out of the top
administrative postsjy and, in general, their ochea~-
ting of the Kashmiris even on the initially-promised
autonomous status —— that has smothered the proba-
bility of Kashmir becoming an integral part of
Indiae

Peoples' right to self-determination, not the

integrity of Indian State, is inviolable :

The right of Kashmiri people to national self-
determination does not merely rest on the historical
facts of the case. Even if Kashmir were an integral
part of the Indian State, that right would still be
intact as a democratic right of Kashmiri people,
like that of other nationalities in India. In the
modern world, that is a universally-recognised
democratic right of all nations. None can claim to
uphold the basic principles of democracy whilg
repudiating the right of nations to self-determina~

tion,
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The Indian rulers are ve:ry fond of referring to
all sorts of diversity residing in the composite
entity of India but they invariably stop short of
mentioning the national diversity of India. As if
their unwillingness to ackncwledge the obvious
fact of India being a multirational country could
do away with the nationgl question in Indial Well,
their pretensions to running "the largest democracy
of the world" come in the Wway of formally repudia-
ting the right of nations to 3elf-determination.

50, by~-passing the national question in India, they

seek to dismiss the right of national self-determi- |
nation by raising the battle-cry against "separatism"
and aSserting the inviolability of the integrity of !
Indian State. i

Now, what stuff this intezrity of Indian State
is made of, the Indian ruler: do not tell, The
integrity of a democratic State is determined by
the national integrity of it people which itself 3
is the end-product of tne objective integration of
the economic, social and culfural 1ife of the
people and the attendant national consciousness and
cormitment. Likewize, the iniegrity of a multina-
tional democratic State is cetermined by the
vduntary union of +the constituent nations or
peoples, on the basis of equzl status, mutual
respect and mutual benefit. Then, the integrity of
a democratic State is regarded as inviolable with
reference to outside forces,

m e e e

Because, any tampering with tais integrity by some
outside force becomes a violation of the national

will of the people or common will of the nations-— ‘
in-union. On the contrary, th: integrity of a colo=-
nial State or a.feudal State ic determinec by the
sway of the ruler's sword, for it is quite alien to :
the general democratic rights or the national will x
of the people concerned. There can be nothing in- s
violable about the integrity of such a State. By !
virtue of it¥s own rationale, the integrity of a 3
colonial or a feudal State is always liable to i
modification depending upon tre waxing and waning

A

of the sway of its ruler's sword vis—a-vis the
rulers of other 3tates, the rebellion of a chieftain,
or struggle for national independence of a people
from within., So, from the standpoint of demooracy,
what is invioluble is the national will of the
people, integral.iy or severally; the integrity of

a State is inviolable S0 long as it is an embodiment
of that national will.

The present~day semi~colonial, semi-feudal State
of India is, essentially, a legacy of the British
colonial State of India. The integrity of British
India had been forged and maintained by dint of
British cclonial might, against the will of the
emergent nations of the Indian subcontinent or the
will of the Indian people in general. Even the
States of the Indian Union and Pakistan respectively
were carved out of British India —=- in other words,
they came irto existence only by "violating' the
integrity of the then State of India. Afterwards,
the Stata of 3angladesh came intc existence (leaving
aside the aspect of Indian intervention) only by
"violating" the integrity of the original State of
Pakistan, There is nothing exceptional about the
integrity of the present~day Indian S5tate to make
it alone sacrosanct. Moreover, the Indian rulers
invoke this phohey inviolability of the integrity
of the Indiezn State only when confronted with the
prospect of some nationality's secession from
India, They conveniently put it to sleep when they
come across an opportunity for annexing some
nationality to India, as happened in the case of
the Sikkimese people. Evidently, the incorporation
of the State of Sikkim is as much a modification of
the integrity of the Indian State as would be the
dissociation of a nationality, say Mizo people,
from India. )

Thus, the so-called inviolabillty.of the
integrity of the Indian State is a flgmept of the
Indian ruling classes, the big bogrge0131? and the
landlords subservient to imperia11§m. It is a
colonial-feudal assertion of the right of might
which cannot invalidate the democratic right to
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natéonal‘self—determination of
Ezsggziilgzg;feln?ia,lieast of all the right of the
demQCratic forces, i: czzegn;; sﬁa;nzﬁaiiizfed v
na?lonal role of undermining the fragile bond of
Enlty among the constituent nitionalities of India
ry prgzldlng an idgological Justification for dis-
ega? ng and forcibly suppre:nsing their nati
sentiments and aspirations, ) mitonat

any constituent

Contrary social interests di
cliate contrar
approaches to the Kashmir protlem : A

The pregent—day Indian rulers and the Indian
People, owing to their basically conflicting social
interests, cannot afford to havé an identioZl :
app?o§ch to the Kashmir problem. AS on all vital
political issues, on the Kashmir problem too, the
oppressor Indian rulers and the oppressed Inéian
people are bound to get ranged against each other
. In India, there is no single dominant nation |
that oppresses other nations, The source of nation 1
oppress19n lies in the continuing colonial hold *
over India 9f various imperialist powers, particu-
larly U.S. imperialism and Soviet social imperialism
thr9ugh the instrumentality of the lackey Indian ’
Truling classes, the big bourgeoisie and the land-
lords.'That is to say, the Indi.an people, belonging
to various nationalities and t1ibal oommunities
are all common victims of indirect imperialist ’
oppression that restrains their overall national
development as well as the pariicular development
of.eaoh nationality. Thus, there is no basic con-
flict of national interests amcng various peoples
of India. Rather, their respeciive national intere—
sts objectively converge ‘on the comnon basic task
of overthrowing the rule of imperialism and its
subservient Indian partners, for opening up the
path of their self-reliant demociratic development
(to be pursued, individually or collectively, on
their own volition),

No doubt, there exist national prejudices,
uneven levels of socio—economic development of

10
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various nationalities, relative neglect of small,
especially border nationalities (in matters of
allocation of national economic resources, access”
to job opportunities, and provision of more than
symbolic participation in national polity), cases
of unwelcome influx of refugees and settlers to
the traditional lands of some nationalities which
undermines the national preponderance of the native
people, and the prevalent tendency to disregard
the national—ocultural sensibilities of non-Hindi-
speaking pecples., These elements of national in-
equality or discrimination exist, however, as a
special aspect of the genreral phenomenon of national
oppression of the Indian people as a whole by
imperialism and its Indian lackeys in State power.
In other words, first, as regards the basic
deprivation of national independence and prospects
of national development, all the nationalities
(without discrimination) are at the receiving end,
irrespective of the incidence of relative discri-
mination. Secondly, even the elements of relative
discrimination against some nationalities owe their
existence to the retrogressive policies of Indian
rulers who are multi-national in composition and
anti-national in character. These elements are
either the specific by-product of their general
policies for promoting the semi-colonial semi=-
feudal pattern of economic development, or the
product of their specific policies for thwarting
intra-nationality cohesion, inter-na.ionality amity:
and solidarity of working people of all the natio-
nalities., As the existence or non-—existence of
these elements of relative discrimination does not
determine, eitner way, the fate of national oppre-
ssion of each nationality and the Indian people in
general, tlis factor or the struggle over it, in
itself, is of no strategic significance, either to
the oppressors (the Indian ruling classes and tneir
imperialist patrons), or %o the oppressed (the
Indian people).
Nevertheless, this factor, in connection with
the struggle over the basic issue of national
11




oppression, is of considerable significance to both
insofar as it adversely affects the mutual rela-
tions of various nationalities in India. As it
causes (or becomes a pretext for causing) misunder-
standing, mistrust and estrangsment among various
nationalities, and thus hamperi the consolidation
of forces of all the oppressed peoples of India in
the struggle for national literation against their
common oppressors, this factor opzsrates against

the basic interests of the Ind.an people and in
favour of the Indian rulers. Hencz; their own
interests demand that the Indian jeople should un-
falteringly oppose every manifestation of relative
discrimination against any nationality of India.

It should be clear from the fore-stated features
of the national qQuestion in Iadia that the:'basic
interests of the Indian people in general, as
against those of the Indian rilers, are incompa—
tible with the national oppression of or discrimi-
nation against any of the consiituent nationalities
of India. That is the objective basis for them to
raise the banner of unity of 1]l the Indian peoples
in contest with the Indian rulers' banner of
integrity of Indian State. However, unless this
objective basis finds tangibl: expression in their
actual opposition to national cppression or rela-
tive national discrimination, the Dbanner of all
the Indian peoples' unity cannot acquire credibili-
ty with those nationalities who have grievances
concerning relative discrimination or feelings of
estrangement due to ill-trcatment at the hands of
the Indian rulers. aAnd the mout explicit, consis-
tent and comprehensive version of such an opposi-
tion is the firm stand of uphclding the right of
every constituent nationality of India to national
self-determination. On ‘the pair't of the common
people, belonging 1o any of tle national groups,
the upholding of the right of other nationalities
to national self-determinatior is a way of politi-
cally demarcating themselves from the Indian
rulers and clearing the decks for the united
struggles of all the nationalities against the

12
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common national oppressors.

Therefore, unlike the oppressor ruling olasges,
only the oppressed people of India, most of all tle
working class, who have no vested interests in
retaining or ‘annexing any national ter-itory
against the wishes of its native people? can
sincerely and consistently uphold the rlght‘of
the Kashmiri people to national self-determlnaf
tion. The upholders of colonial-feudal op?r6331on
and exploitation —— be they rulers of Indlg Qr of
other lands -— may resort %o transient political
posturing in support of the Kashmiri peqple's
right to self-determination just to entice the_
Kashmiri people, but they would soon come out in

-their true colours as diehard opponents of this

right.

The Indian rulers'® earlier hypocritical stance

of upholding the Kashmiri people's right 1o natio-
nal self-determination and the subsequent voltg-
face on this issue has already come under @entlon.
The conduct of the Pakistani rulers,'in-thls

igs no different either. Their loud
support for national self-

ris in the India~held

have all along been
4 mischievous and made

respect,
protestations of
determinatioa by Kashmi
portion of Kashmir only, °
j sparently insincere a . ' :
zgaghzzzzgzt{on of a Kashmiri degiglon joining
Pakistan on consideration of religion. N?w,the
apprehending the possible'reperouss1ons in :
Pak-held portion of Kashmir of.tge s]‘.‘ogantkolé
independent Kashimi» that 1s arising ‘zomhedl
valley, the Pakistani rulers have una §§ : ¥on
declared that tae reievant U.N. reso}utlig (
holding referendum in Kasbmir to dec}del_te -
question of its Statehood) do not stipulate e
option of tne Kashmiri people.for an lndepe? 3 ¥
Statehood. 50 much for the Pakistani rulers D

holding of tho Kashmiri people's right to self-

determination. ‘ .
) The othur fake protagonists of the Kashmiri

3 4 i nation are the UsS. imperia—
tional self-defermina L 2 ne L .
??st rulers and the British imperialist rulers w
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are greatly responsible for ttrning the Kashmir
issue into a perennial political tangle — a live-
wire of tension between Indiu and Pakistan —— that
lends additional scope for their imperialist inter-
ference in and manipulation of Indo-Pak affairs.
The U.S. imperialist rulers vere keen, in the
immediate post-World War II Ieriod, to get hold of
Kashmir, because of its strategic locaticn, as a
military outpost against the Soviet Union and
People's Republic of China (sp:cifically, for
setting up in the highor reachos of Kashmir an
electronic surveillance-station to 8py on the
latter), To that end, they encouraged for a while
the idea of an independent Kastmir and pushed the
U.N. resolutions on holding raferendum in Kashmir,
Today, in the changed international situation and
military technology, their earlier requirement has
faded away, and they can be soven advocating the
bilateral settlement of the Kushmir issue by India
and Pakistan, on the basis of the Shimla Agreement,
without any reference to the 1reople of Kashmir
whose Statehood is the issue 10 be settled,

Thus, all these wultures, ths various imperia-
list powers along with the olient Siates of India
end Pakistan, may very well adopt varying or
conflicting stances on the Kashnmir issue, according

- %o their respective selfish considerations of the
moment; 8till, their general sscial interests
converge on the basic approach of opposing the
proper national self-determination by the Kashmiri
people. The underlying reason for the imperialist
ruling cliques to take that ap>roach is not that
there can be any threat to the.r neo-colonial hold,
even in case of a separate Staie of Xashmir, That
approach is imbued with the we.l-bzased apprehension
that the involvement of the brovad masses of
Kashmiri people in the politic:l act of delibera-
ting and deciding the issue of their national
Stateliood, is likely to help trem recognise the
semi-colonial semi-feudal sociszl basis of their
national oppression and the anti-~-imperialist anti-
feudal orientation of their struggle for liberation

14
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s of ir national self-
ie, the real substance of their na

determination.

For what is the zppreisal of the Kashmiri

struggle recuired? .
For upholdirg the right gf the Kasm23rio£ezgle
to national self»determ;natlon, op: Teof 2
into the concrete political a?p?al a L eesuses
e oF % Of thehiazgzzr;ozeigst on one's
tbe %?fé?cin?iu:hiT zignny particuln? Struﬁglior
iu;tdlg;'tﬂé {ashmiri people, in t;gli %Ei: g
1 a’ ] jo r ] . 8»
e miael would be required for deciding
pol%ulcii‘iige:tOWards that particular strugg@e o}
e ? ahm}ri-people. Therefore, differenoes.o;
the'ﬂés ll erception or reservations regardlng agi
S et o z 2 ’resent Kashmiri struggle should n :
aspecf th n} 5 of upholding, without reseryati?nn,
FH6 ?n h efviéshmiri people to self—det?nnlnz _Z )
ton E%E&E 0; that righ% without reserya?lons. oe -
o g ?L'ng s blank cheque of political ?u?po
g 51:1 decision whatever of t?e‘Kashmlrz .
iy ag} Ieople of other national}tle§ are ?o
Peoplf-d ég ?orgo their own democrgtlo rlghttoto
ggffifza1 opinion and di2;re;igge::tgfrgzgzﬁding
i m, in e . o
Ee zéashmnt?zoﬂ;h% of the Kashmiri people. I
; eWOiraf that right without reservatlong 5imy
Uph01dl??iZming the position that the Kashm;r}r
meani ah velthe exclusive right to decide thel
g:iantiinal status or desti?y} anz :gazeiﬁyor
S or use O orc o
extranzoiﬁepziziEEZeD;futhis right by the iisizlrl
dlSt;Z is impermisible. In thig ?espect%.o Kishmiri
zizpobliged to respect the dec181opl;fcoizur st
ccessari
S WhatS?U:EZtagiciz:oﬁ. Moreover, otherf may
ozli?EZZTTyoinfluence the Kashmiri ieozl:&a:;zg?gn
p : 1 sti riticism and P
fraterﬁai s:gfizzlgiB;th decisiong bgt,ozhzge
zguigri:vdging go strictly on the basis

15




ass prefer {o take, Of course, the
Kashmiri people would judg:.the genuineness of
such fraternal concern and assurance not Just by
formal declarations of the same on the part of
other people, but chiefly by their active opposi-
tion to the suppression of the Kashmiri woice.

No doubt, without making political appraisal of
the present struggle of the Kashmiri people, and
without determining the nature and extent of
support that is to be extendad to this struggle on-
the basis of that political appraisal, the other
people's upholding of the right of Kashmiri peovle
10 national self-determination would entail a
fraternal support of a gencral and negative kind
only, It remains a negative kind of fraternal
support in the sense that they would be limiting
themselves to opposing the I[ndian rulers' use of
force to keep the Kashmiri peoole tagged to the
Indian State, without making common cause with the
Kashmiri people in the givea struggle, It remains
a general kind of fraternal support in the secnsze
that it would be extended to any mass effort, (not
the present one in particular) on the part of the
Kashmiris (or of any other Indian people) to assert
their national identity.

As 1s true of all politioval cases, in the case
of the present struggle of the Kashmiri people too,
positive fraternal support %o this struggle would
depend on whether, and to what extent, the common
interests (of the people of all nationalities) get
expressed in the struggle. 1o put it differently,
to the extent the present siruggle of the Kashmiri
people gravitates towards clallenging the socio-
political source of their netional oppression and
thus acquiring an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
orientation, i1 would accorciagly elicit the posi-
tive fraternal support from ti1s people of all
nationalities, that might exta:nd up to the reali-
sation of a common front of struggle for overthro-
wing the rule of imperialism and native reactiona-

ries,
16

Some outstanding aspects of the present Kashmir
movement :

The present Kashmiri movement presents a compli-
cated political complexion., As yet, it is in a
state of flux as regards its political objeotives,
leadership, alignment of forces and the course of
action. Even as the process of crystallisation of
its political features is taking place amidst its
whirling motion, some of its aspects are already
evident, Basing on the noticeable aspects of the
present Kashmiri movement, a broad political
appraisal can be made for immediate purposes, There
are some positive aspects wherein lies the streng-
th of the present movement; but there are also some
negative aspects that show its limitations and
weaknesses as a national movement.

One outstanding positive aspect of the present
Kashmiri national movement is the wide and intense
involvement of the masses of Kashmiri people. The
compulsive official lying, news-suppression and
dis-information campaigns on the part of the Indian
governmental authorities notwithstanding, almost
every Indian or foreign eye-witness of the turbu-
lent happenings in Kashmir over +the recent months
has testified to the mass charaocter of the move=
ment. Since the last quarter of 1988, especially
since the massacres of January 21-22, 1990 (when
thousands of peaceful demonstirators, rrotesting
against the first large-scale police raids and
searches of residential areas of Srinagar, were
subjected to indiscriminate and vengeful shootings
by para-military foroes), the Kashmiri people have
been demonstrating their mass defiance of the
Indian State's authority, on every conceivable
opportunity.,

The most telling soenes of Kashmiri people's
determination, intensity of involvement, and
fearlessness have been occurring more in the
engagements between the paramilitary forces and
the defiant unarmed masses of the people, than in
the armed encounters between the bands of Kashmiri
militants and the paramilitary forces. This aspect



signifies that the present mowvement has roused the
masses of Kashmiri people to political life, This

development has wide political ramifications which
go beyond the confines of the immediate context of

the present movement. Already, owing to the inwlve- |

ment of the masses of the lower ranks of Kashmiri
society — the weavers, artisans, petty shopkeepers,
petty govermmenit employees aad sundry labourers
etc, the echo of their social resentment against
the tiny native crust of get-rich—quick contra-
ctors, corrupt politicians ané bureaucrats (who
fatten under the existing set-up and whose elitist
life-styles present a sharp ccntrast to the want
and neglect of the people's own social existence)
is coming up in their outpurings of national
resentment against Indian domination. In the
immediate context of the present movement, this
aspect lends the movement noi only political
weight, such that no serious political force in
India can afford to take a disnisgsive attitude
towards it, but also politicel stamina, such that
the steamroller of Indian Stzte power can no
longer stamp it out, whatever viciesitudes the
movenent may have to undergo.

Another positive aspect of the present movement
is that, despite the religious factor having a
bearing on the movement, it is not overwhelmed by
the communal tendency and has, in the main, preser-
ved the non-communal -tradition of the past stru-
ggles of the Kashmiri people. This seemingly un-
remarkable attribute of the prosent movement
acquires significance in view of the consideratle
counter—=pressure that certain circumstantial
factors bring to bear upon it, The Indian ruling
classes have, during the past decade, built up an
atmosphere of communal mistrusi and tension
throughout the country. The waiy Hindu revivalism
and communal chauvinism has bien boosted and
allowed to assume menacing proportions, it has
aggravated the sense of insecurity among wvarious
religzious minorities, especial.ly the Muslim
commun ity, raised serious doubts among them about

the professed secular character of the Indian
State, and provided ample grist to the mill of
minority communal chauvinism, The state of Jammu &
Kashmir is the only Muslim-majority state in India,
This fact makes it convenient for the Muslim
communalist elements to make out the discrimination
and humiliation of the Kashmiri people, at the han
hands of the Indian rulers, to be the conseguence
of th2 religious bias of the Indian State. Such a
view, of the underlying cause of the national-
social woes c¢f the Kashmiri people, is reinforzed
by the sly attempts of the Indian rulers, to
aggravate and exploit the contradictions between
the Kashm:i.ris and the Jammuites, and between the
tradition:lly underprivileged Kashmiri Muslim
population ard the privileged stratum of Kashmiri
Pandits (who used to have the lion's share in
land—ownership in the princely State of Jammu &
Kashmir and, today, find place in the top echelons
of the all-India and the State bureaucracy).$§

Then there are the Pakistani rulers who are
openly and persistently after making it a communal
problem b trumpeting their false concern and
support for the rights of the '"Muslim Umma',

How the Indian rulers themselves give e communal
colouring to the Kashmir problem, cante seen from the
following seemingly innocuous statement of the Indian
Foreign Minister. After pointing out that India has the
second largest Munlim ocommunity in the world and that
Muslims in Kashmi;r formed a small segmnent of that,

Mr, Cujral said, "we cannot and shall not divide the _
oountry again on religious basis,..we cannot acoept the
idea that any part of India should be allowed to
secede on the basis of religion..." (UNI, Indian Express,
April 22, 1990.) As if the Kashmir problem were rooted
in the faot of it being a Muslim-majority territory! as
if the Indian rulers were inclined %o "accept the idea...
on the basis of" some other factor but religionl!!
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finally, the movement is under pressure from the
native ¥uslim fundamentalist fo:rrces, chiefly the
Jamaat~e—islami and its military wing, the Hizbul
lfujahideen, who are sirzining to the hilt to get a
hold on the movement and diver it onto the
communalist rails., In the face of all these vitia-
ting factors, it is not a mean achievement of the
present movement isthat it has sio far yielded not
much ground to the communalist infection.

Another somewhat positive aspect of the »resent
movement is this that the idea ¢f national '"inde-
"independence" has caught the imagination of the
Kashmiri masses. The predominant popular mood is
vell—expressed in the refrain, 'Hunein aur
badshahi naheen chghiye" (We don't need alien rule),
Indian rule is definitively rejected. The longing
for self-rule excludes a sponsored government of
any clique of local parliamentery politicians.
The Indian model of pseudo-parlianentary democracy
stands discredited, in the eyes of
Kashmiri youth for its being not fair and represen-
tative enough, and in the eyes cf the urban poor
for its having no role in their woeful living
oconditions. (The following oryptic dialogue between
a young Kashmiri militant and arn Indian journalist
depiocts the typical state of mind of the urban
youth:

Is he ready to die?

"0f course",

. "For Pakistan?"

"Not for Pakistan, not for India. For

independence, "

"Why not try the democracy you already have?"

"We've tried it., It doesn't work. For us, all

politicians are fakes, ‘liars, thieves,'" —India

Today, cover story, May 31, 1389,

Cantrary to the prevalent impression in other
parts of India, the majority of {ashmiris are still
not keen to merge with Pakistan. (ne of the
reasons for taking such an impression is the
involuntary tendency of common I:idians to make no
distinction between Pakxistan and the Pakistan-held
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part of Kashnir (same a3 they do in the case of
India and :ndian-held Kashmir). (Unlike the
partition of the pre-1947 Bengal and Punjab thatl
sealed the respective fates of these nationalities
through the bloody communal exchange of populations,
the Kashmiri nationality is merely divided by a
cease-fire lire ani forcibly kept apart by the
Indian and the Pakistani ammies. So, for the
Kashmiris of the valley the "par" (across the
cease-tire line) stands primarily for the other
half of their nationality and land. Their sense of
identifiocation with and attraction for the other
half situated *n Pakistan should not automatically
be construed as their eagerness to merge with
Pakistan. Despite serious estrangement with and
anger ags.nst the Indian State, theirs is not a
simple refrain that they want separation from
India and amalgamation with Pakistan. The main
emphasis is or the point that they are the ones,

‘not India or Fakistan, who should decide the fate

of Kashmir. That such sentiment is not restiricted
to the valley but also percolating to the other
half of Kashnir, shows itself through the Muzza
Muzzafarabad incident as reported by the Statesman,
larch 22, 1990: "...hundreds of students wanting
total independence for Kashmir clashed in
Muzzafrabad in Pakistan-held Kashmir yesterday with
others seeking to unite it with Pakistan, local /
journalists said." Onc of the reasons for the
comparative popularity of the Jammu Kashnir Libera~
tion Front lies in its stand of an dindependent
Kashmir that reflects the wider layer of the
popular sentiment.

The chief negative aspect of the present move-
ment, which many of its other limitations and
weaknesses flow from or link up with, is its
utterly rudderless character, ideologically as
well as politically. The largely spontaneous
character of the mass upsurge, that is the strong
point of the movement in the immediate context,
becomes, in juxtaposition with the heterogeneity
and political shallowness of the movement's present
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leadership, a-'strategic liability. The spontansous
mass movement could at best express its social
motives, negatively in their active rejection of
Indian State authority, ani positively only in
hazy notions of independence and self-rule, Only
the political leadership of the movement could
lend definitiveness, clarity and expanse to such
notions by setting forth the goals and orientation
of the movement. But, the only concrete programme
that has been handed down 70 the mass movement by
the political leadership a3 a whole is the two=~
point programme: ouster of the Indian Army and
plebisite., These may be rightful demands of the
Kashmiri people and deemed fit to serve as a
concise aotion programme —-- the political means

to realise some political-tiocial objective. That
political=social objective remaining undefined,
the two-point programme of the leadership goes no
further than the political perspective which the
mass movement is already roflecting,

It is not strange on the part of the Muslim
fundamentalist forces to ccver up the bankruptcy
of their social ideology and the obscurantist
nature of their social designs by putting forward
religious catch-words in lieu of the political
social objectives of the mcvement., The slogan
advanced by one of the sundry fundamentalist out-
fits, the Kashmir Al umar Nujahideen, is typical
of their programmatic evasions: "Al Umar ka matlab
Xya, la ilaha ilallah" (The Al Umar stands for
what, there is one God, the Absolute).

Ia this regard, the JKLF, which is the most
important and comparatively well-organised of all
the groups contending for political hegemony over
the movement, comes out with a semblance of a
political goal — an independent, seoular and
neutral State of Kashmir., In case of JKLF too,
"{ndependent Kashmir" just means a State of
Kashmir separate from Indis and Pakistan. The
political content of this independence of the
proposed Kashmir State is not even hinted at,
leave aside the blacking out of the most vital
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aspect of the State character concerning democracy.
With this stance, the question of national
oppression and underdevelopment of the Kashmiri
people is left essentially untouched., This inability
or unwillirgness of the present JKLF leadership o
address itself to the substance of national oppre-
ssion, and consequently of national self-determina-
tion —— ie, the placement of the Kashmiri people
vis—-a-vis imperialist neo-colonialism — serves to
tether the Kashmiri national movement to the levsl
of its spontaneous political awareness,

This renders the movement ill-eguipped to face
the political pressures and inirigues of its
crafty enemies and false friends., It indioates the
essentially national reformist outlook of the
present JKLF leadership, notwithstanding its taking
to arms against the Indian State. Their eclectic
manner of drawing inspiration from sources ranging
from the Palestinian intifada to the recent East-
Buropean developments, only reinforces the above
observation regarding the political outlook of

" JKLF leaders, This basic flaw in the JKLF leader-

ship's political perception of the XKashmiri natio-
nal question is the primary reason why it has nect
been able to make much headway in the rural areas

of Kashmir, For, unlike the urban petit-bourgeocisic,
it is extremely difficult to arouse the peasantry
of Kashmir wita the vague slogan of "independence"
that does not connect with their concrete experience
of national oppression and oOppressors. (The same
Kashmiri peasantry had, in the past, tremendously
responded to the anti-feudal call of struggle
against the autocratic rule of Maharaja Hari Singh).
That is the reason why the JKLF leadership seeks
support of other nations on the plea of justice but
does not, and cannot, seek it from various nationa-
lities of India and Pakistan, on the plea of common
interests of liberation from national oppression.
Having thus dropped the due claim <o the fraternal
support of the oppressed nationalities of India

and Pakistan, the JKLF leadership is obliged to
strike opportunistic alliances with, or conciliatory
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postures towards, those forces (the authorities of
Pak~held Kashmir and the Mislim—-fundamentalist
groups of the India-held Kashmir) whose political
objectives conflict with its own, in order to get
support and help from acorss the ceasefire line.

The other ouistanding ncgative aspect of the
present movement is the failure of its mainstream
to clearly demarcate itself from the communal—
fascist actions of some Mus)im--fundamentalist out-
fits, chiefly the Hizbul-luzahideen, who are
following in the footsteps of the Khalistani
communal-fascists, both in threatening and atteck-
ing the common peorle, and in playing into the
hands of various impzrialis- agencies, These
reactionary elements as yet constitute a small
segnent of the movement, and the.scale and inten-
sity of their anti-people actions are nowhere near
the murderous onslaughts of Khalistani communal-
fascists, Neverthless, they ars seriously hamming
the movement by vitiating tihe communal atmosphere
in Kashmir and elsewhere ani thus aiding the Indian
rmlers' efforts for defamingz and isolating the
movement at the 211-India l:vel., Moreover, due 1o
the interplay of so many regative circunstantial
factors and the serious pclitical limitations of
the JKLF leadership, there is quite a scope for
these foroes to gain ascerdancy in the mo vement
and eventually drag it into selfdestructive
channels, y

These elements are trying to cash in on another
specific factor in the Kashnir situation. Although
on the whole the present novement is not directed
against the Hindu population of Kashmir, its
support base is limited to viuslims, and there are
almost as many non-Kashmiri Muslims in Jammu &
Kashmir as there are Kashniri Muslims. Presently
the movement is mainly basied on ‘the Kashmiri
Muslims for the obvious rcason of its being a
Kashmiri national movemen®. But the Muslim funda-
mentalist forces are stri-ring to draw in the non-
Kashniri Muslims on the basis of religious appeal.
If such an effort on thei: pari is not effectively
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countered by the JKLF and other secular forces
through unambiguously asserting the Kashmiri ’
national character of the movement, the scope for
the growth of the communal-fascist trend will get
enlarged. Because such an eventuality would nof
onlg G0 apuinst the interests of the Kashmiri
national movement but also undermine the unity of
the people of Kashnir with the broad Indian people
dema;oation from and condemnation of the communal—’
fascist trend is in the common interests of all
the peoples, particularly the working masses of all
the peovles, However, this requircment should not
be allowed to dilute or distract from iheir task
of concentrating the blow against the Indian
State-terrorism in Kashmir,

. In sum, the Kashmiri people are on just grounds
in their present struggle against the domination
and the suppressive State-violence of the Indian
rulgrs. Theirs is a valormus mass upsurge in
defiance of Indian State authority. It is inspired
by a vague longing for independence and self-rule,
But its present main leadership, the JKLF, is
failing it by default of matching political orien-
tation., Owing to its essentially national reformist
political outlook, this leadership is pegging the
Kashmniri national movement to the partial political
aim of exercising formal self-determinaztion,
Yowards carving out a separate Kashmir State,
without challenging the neo=colonial grip of
imperialism, Should it materialisge, such a Statse

of Kashmir would neither be really independent nor
democratic. That would bbe a poor recompense for
the great oxertion and sacrifices of the Kashmiri
masses, znd, in effect, a betrayal of their longing
for naticnal emancipation. Only if the Kashmiri
democratic forces, having anti-imperialist anti-
feudal pclitical orientation, gain ascendancy, and
if the active fraternal support of all the oppressed
Indian mzsses is secured on the basis of common
interests, would the leadership of the Kashmiri
national movement be able to withstand the sirong
enemy~pressure and the challenge of Muslim-
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Pundamentalist forces (some of whom are backed by
the Pakistani and the Westein imperialist agencies),
Hence, proceeding from tlie prime consideration
of safeguarding the unity oi broad masses of the
Indian people and the Kashmiri masses against
imperialism and its native lackeys, the Indian
people should,

(a) Actively oppose the Iniian State-terrorist
onslaught against the Kashmiri people, demanding
an immediate end to atrocities by Indian para- 4
military foroes on the Kashmiri public under the '
pretext of curbing Pak-instiigifed terrorist
activities, withdrawal of Ind:.an paramilitary
forces from J & K, and cancel.ation of all black
State promulgations that give extra—ordinary
powers to the administration .nd the armed forces
for repressing the Kashmiri peoples )
(b) Support the Kashmiri pcople's just struggle
for self-defence against the lndian State-terrorism;
(&) Condemn the communal-fuscist actions of the
Hizbul Mujahideen against the common people of
Kashmir and encourage the sezular and democratic
forces in Kashmir to paralys: such elements;

(4) Unreservedly uphold tae right of Kashmiri
people to national self=determmination, urging upon

“the Kashmiri people to seek tre unification of the

their nationality and self-dstermination on the
basis of national independen:e from imperialism
and democratic freedom from :cmprador-feudal
autocracy wi thout which thei:» demand of plebiscite
would take them nowhere, and ic make common cause
with Indian people's democrasic revolutionary
struggle, while leaving it completely upto them to
rezlise and decide or decide and realise what
course they should take, and opposing forcible
suppression of their rightful. demand of plebiscite;

(e) Expose and oppose the intrigues of various
imperialist powers towards distorting and utilising
the Kashmir problem for increasing their interfe-
rence in and control of the political .affairs of
both India and Pakistan.
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USSR, East REurope :
Proletariat Once More at the Battle-lines

Following the death of Stalin, and following
the revisicnist . coup decades ago which re-estab-
lished oapitalism in the Soviet Union and the
East European sountries, these countries have
found thenselves in growing economic crises of a
capitalist nuture, For the working class of these
countries, the socialist mask of the rulers in
this period wai a major obstacle in perceiving
their class character,

Today, as these countries are rapidly undre-~
gsing their capitalism of its disguises, the
capitalist crises they are facing are taking on
distinctly capitalidt forms. The various schemes
underway to 'salvage' these economies now un-
remittingly aund openly throw the burden of these
supposed salvage operations onto the backs of the
working class, In particular, massive price rises
are being ordered as a means of effectively
roobing the workers! pay packets and transfering
surpluses to the owners of capital, and retrench-
menls on o grand scale are multiplying the
existing reserve army of labour,

For the workers, the combined effect ~- of the
political 'liberation' they are supposedly enjoy-
ing, and the intensified enslavement they are
actually experiencing —— becomes the point of
Trapid education in political economy (ie, how
they are looted of surplus value), And this fuels
their c¢lass hatreds. These hatreds find innumera-
ble forms of expression, direct and indirect, It
is this righteous wrath of the working oclass that
constitutes the main worry of international
capital as it invests in these countries,

Domestic and international éapital hope to
suppress and divert these class hatreds with
slogans of bourgeois demooracy. In the process,
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- Andhra Pradesh :

Agency Areas Land Problen |
and the Comrunist Revolutionaries |

In the lives of tle girijans in the agency
areas — as gazlso for tiae rural poor in the plains
— the land problem is the basic and Anresolved
problem. All the policies of the successive govern-|
ments, representing the feudal classes; have
protected the feudal interests. Indeed, the girigan
problem in the agency areuas is not a problem het-
ween giri jans and non-;diri jans, (tiri jans are a ]
part of the oppressed masses of India, and with
their own particular sattern of life, culture and
tradition, they have a1 distinct place in the
wealth of India. We n3ed 4o note here that not !
only do girijans face exploitation; in addition,
their very distinct 1. fe-patterns, culture and |
traditions are in dan;er. The organisations working|
among the girijans must keep in mind this specifi- |

city about them while linking the girijans' struggly

to the countrywide fiiht against feudal and semi-
feudal exploitation. fiecondly, they must formulate
demands which take inioc account the olass character
of the State machinery implementing the various
'schemes" for the girijans. In particular, the
attempis by the State to deceive the girijans into
giving up control over matters relating to their
own land have to be exposed in the formulation of
demands, '

Whenever the girijans got organised and rose in
struggle for the resolutfion of the land problem,
successive governments resorted to brutal repre-—
gsion., The entire giri jan movement in ihe erst-
while Srikakulam district, had surged in the proces
of girijans rallying iato struggle against feudal
exploitation, and progressed into a powerful move-
ment aimed at the basi: recolution of the land
problem, On the other hand, governed by feudal .
class interests, the Government's policy was 1o i

|
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intensify the repression and create havoc through
barbaric killings of cadres and people.

Scrapping of Regulation 1/70 :

Given the phenomenon of mass revblutionary
struggle, and depending or the level and extent of
the activities of the rewvolutionaries, successive
governments have also been trying to deceive and
divert the people by doling out certain concessions
or welfare measures in the agency areas of Andhra
Pradesh, in particilar, starting deliberately with
the Srikgkulam agency area.

The Agency Tracts (Interest and Land Transfer)
Act was promulgated in 1917 in the agency areas of
Andhra Pradesh, claiming to protect the girijanst
interests, This progressed, in the course of giri-
jan movements, into Regulation 1 of 1970. On
January 24, 1989, the then chief minister N.T.Rama
Rao, going against even a Jjudgement of the Supreme
Court, declared the abolition of this Regulation
(some details of this were published in the Comrade,
no.3). In spite of the methods adopted to camou-~
flage this anti-people step, it soon attraqted wide
attention, In particular, it drew the attention of
all the revolutionary groups working in the agency
areas of Andhra Pradesh (People's War group, how-
ever remained aloof from the azitation). These
revolutionary groups as well as some voluntary
organisations undertook and intensified a campaigm
and agitation against this offensive step, in all
the agency areas. There was a spate of girijans'
demonstrations and a series of articles and edito-
rials appeared in the press.

A peasant organisation, the Andhra Pradesh Ryiu
Coolie Sangham (Peasant and Agricultural Labour
Union) took the initiative and, while inviting
different revolutionary groups and mass organisa-
tions, organised a seminar against the scrapping
sf the Land Regulation Act 1/70, at Govinda Rao Pet
in Warangal district., The police obstruct?d the
holding 5f this seminar. Subsequently, this orga-
nisation again held a meeting in I'yderabad on

63



.f
]

" the decision Yo zcrap

april 30, 1989, In this mgating the Agen?zhirantha
Giri jana Hakkula Parirakshana Porata Sam;. Los
(Association for Struggle for the Protec ;grmed
Girijan Rights in the Agency Areas), was .

Differingz Viewpoints :

In the course of the agitation agginst thzs
scrapping of Regulation 1/@0, simigdiziiziﬁcexcen_
. 3 i .
e to the fore. A view alvoca g
:?ﬁns for some sections of ron-girijans came to the
s a main issue. . _
for;hz group holding this . view, tbe CPI(ML).
"Prajapandha' group, proposed, whl}e.demandlng
withdrawal of the government's decision tohsiizg
Regulation 1/70, certain aucn&mentg ggvcrtheléing
toggegulation 1/70 exempting non—girlJani ?s
5 acres of wet lands or 10 acres of dry :ﬂ? .
. As distinct from this, the Agencyﬂ?rgih'“(herew
Giri jan Hakkula Parirzkshana Porata bfmlf ;1O;ing
: P Samith: :1d the fo
2 i '‘Porata Samith:') hel . 0
aftc? zﬁilzgcision to screp Regulat;on l/TQ Jho;ld
gzezithdrawn. Further the Grama Praja Com@?tte;uﬁl
(Village People's Committees) ihou1u1§0m51:223 Ll
& id cainst on al g
powers to decide foxr or arelns l_ma
jztziining to implementation of the Q1r1ga?n32§2,
?e;olution of conflicts‘?p tzioiagi ii:uproducet
S duled areas, and util!lsa i
ngepattas for all types ¢f lgnd shoulg pgaizveie
to the girijans and to labouring non-=girij . ;nd ’
tg those who are peasants as duiz Z:ns1dere
. . teeD.
ined by the village commivitet o
detgizlgirijgn Sangam functioning 1in the Epigrag1
and Seethampeta agency arcas of the e?stynl ® e nds
i 1 district advocated the foliowing v
P Regiilation 1/70 should be
aze girijen commivtees

i . Only the vill ——
w;23$§a§2ve the powers to resolve the land
s

ning
] 11 on matters concer )
i heduled areas anl cC el
in the i:ction and utilisation of Fhe forezawS
zbe z:oproduoe Only those non«girlaa?ogegneav
oY ) sens lands, wh v
wed to possens ds; )
Shiild bZiii?Zn commitiee detemine< to be non
village

£a

{ cultivation, the non-giri jans,

| land by taking it from the giri
| force and deception, or
| or through usury, The girijans,

[ not only becane coolies (landles
. paleru (employed labour on an yearly basis by the

| ticens,

than this,

name of 'poor people' or on the basis of
land holding!

legal exemptions,
been driven from the land,

' frequently ieceive girijun women, marry them, and
fcontrol the

' by official statistics,
| the hands of giri jans while 8570,000 acres are now

giri jan poor peasants
their living only from
cultivating., To the non
land to cultivate,

proper means of livelihood or compensation.

and determines to be eAarning
the lands they are already
-girijan poor who have no
the government should provide

Specificity of girijan condition

|

f While éXamining the different views thus expre-
gsed, we have to Keep in mind that, though the task

‘ pertaining to land in the agency areas is part of

| the country-wide basic task concerning the land

| problem, there is a particularity to the task in

rthe agency areas: It is that, while it is the

| 8irijan who brought land in the agency areas under

whether rich orp

1 come to possess

jans -~ through

through trading relations,

divested of land,

s labourers) or

poor, without exception have al

landlord), but also became bonded labourers. This

apart from theirp day-to-day material living condi-
gives a particular dimension to their

Social life, their culture and their education.

The particular relation of the girijans to the land

is defined by the fact that they have lost the

lands they had brought under cultivation.

It is, therefore, proper to allow land to only

t those non-giri jan peasants who, however they may

have earlier occupied the land and brought it under
cultivation, are cultivating it themselves and are
dependent for their livelihood solely on it. Other
there should be no exception in the

'size of
even without any such

it is the girijan to date who has
For example: non-giri jans

After all,

S e

lands in the name of those women. Even
only 69,900 acres are in
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in the hands of non-giri jans. This has happened
without the existence of any legal exemptionsj so
i1f any legal exemptions are now made on the basis
of the size of the holdings, even in the official |
records there would remiin not a cent of land in
the name of giri jans.

Demand that control be in the giri jans' hands,

not officialdom'’s :

It is imperative tha¥% the village girijan !
commitiees alone have a.l powers to implement |
|

Regulation 1/70 and %o (etermine the title of non-
giri jans who are self-cultivating the lands and
are solely dependent on them. Regarding the imple-
mentation of Regulation 1/70, the girijans have i
decades of experience in submitting petitions to |
the officials and of the farce enacted by these
officials in giving periission, ‘investigating’,
and deciding. When schenes concerning the people :
are to be implemented, c¢nly the people must be
relied on for implementing them., For schemes con-—
cerning particular secticas of people, only those
particular sections of reople must ve relied upon.
The role of other forces ‘should be one of extending,
necessary co-operation to the actual role and i
practice of those masses in implementing those |
schemes and of making them fruitful. Only when
schemes are implemented through such application
of the democratic principle can they be successful,
In Bhadragiri and Seethampet areas of Srikakulam
district, it was not because the government
machinery did no? know the actual facts that tbey
did not act appropriately; it was only because
those faocts went against the class interesis the
Government serves, Thus, %Lt was in the process of
understanding the injustice done to them in pra-
otice that the girijans booanme conscious, got
consolidated, and, withou’ depending on the $
government machinery, tosk to united dircot action

|

to solve the problenm of land under the occupation
of landlords. The successive Governmonts and tho
State machinery then reso>rted to brutal attacks
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against the girijans who were in action to solve
the land problem on their own. The glri jans, going
through courts, jails, brutalities, and shedding
much blood, did not however lose heart or determi-
nation. They took up the land seizure programme
again after coming out of jail. Temporod by such
oxporionses aad many ups and downs, the giri jans
took control of the lands.

Consilering all these experiences it becomes
clear that, in the context of formulating demands,
the giri jans can be benefited only when the village
girijan commifitees have all the powers to solve the
land problem on the basis of Regulation 1/70. On
the contrary, if the determination (of the poor
non-giri jan cultivating land by his own labour and
dependent for his livelihood on it) is left to
official certification, then the girijan will be
reduced to begging mercy at the feet of the
offiocers, In the villages where there are such poor
non-giri jans, the village girijan committees should
give them their due place in the committees,

More ireacherous step by Rama Rao govermment

Notwithstanding the forementioned divergencies
concerning the implementation of Regulation 1/70,
as a result of the agitation conducted by the
various organisations jointly as well as separately
N.T.Ramna Rao's ministry had to withdraw the scra-
pping of legulation 1/70. But, at the same time,
it resortcd to a more treacherous step., On July 2,
1989, it announced as follows: Hereafter, non-
girijans will not be allowed to purchase lands of
the girijans in the scheduled areas. However, non-
girijans may sell their patta lands to either the
local non-girijans or to the Government., The state
cabinet sent this proposal to the Governor for
approval. Further, the state govermnment suggested
to the Central Govermment that, since there are no
giri jano at all in nomo of tha aroas deolatvad as
'notified areas', these areas should be re-examined
and 'ro-notified' by deotermining the aotual number
of girijans living there and the population ratio
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existing there,

All this would amount to sanotifying the land
transfers hitherto made o the non-girijans and
legalising further trans:ers between non-giri jans.
It would constitute a fasal blow to the very
existence of the girijans in the agency areas, who
have a distinct culture and traditions and whose
life pattern is intertwined with the. forest wealth,

As a result of the policies of various govern-—
ments regarding the agancy areas, the girijan
population is in any case decreasing there while
the non-girijan population is increasing., According
to official statistics, during 1971-81, the per—
centage of the girijans in the Agency areas came
down from 50 per cent t> 47 per cent. The manner
of implementing the Regilation 1/70 is responsible
for this., If there were 1o be no such opportunities
for gaining possession >f giri jan lands, there
would bo no voope for sioh large nuwmbers of non-
girijans settling therc., But, successive govorn-
ment3 have baeen creating ample opportunitien for
them to do so. Now they are attempting to constrict
the ‘notified' areas by resorting to 're-notifica-
tion'. As a ocourt onoe scmmonted while rejecting
tho appoals of the non--girijanss "The ongoving
tussle between the girijans and non-girijans today
is like a fight betweon a cripple, walking on one
leg, and & man who iu hile and hoarly, wilh two
strong legs". In those terms, taking out some
areas from the hitherto 'notified' areas through
‘re—notification' amounts to breaking even that
existing single leg.

A8 a part of the ongring state-wide agitaton
against the cabinet decision, the Girijan Sangam
in Bhadragiri and Seethampet agency areas of erst-—
while Srikakulam diotri:t took up an agitation
against the scrapping of Repulation 1/70. The
giri jans of this region have had the experience of
selzing lands through i arumerable sacrifices and
losing nearly 100 comraies in strugzle. They know

from experience that ril ta over land can be
shrugzgle and consolidation
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achieved through class

rather thanfoonstitutional protection. In spite of
having in the past seized lands in this fashion,
the giri jans here are aware that they have to
remain zlert as long as the governments which
attack the girijans in various forms contihue to
rule, While sufficiently understanding the useless
nature of statutory protection, they have neverthe-
less vehemently protested against. the sorapping of
Regul.ation 1/70.

Meningitis epidemio

While, on the one hand, the girijans were stru-
ggling with the Government's offensive, meningitis,
a fatal disecase, struck on a large scale in the
Bhadragiri and Seethampet agency areas. The medical
team there worked tirelessly, tut they were insuffi-
cient in numbers, After the meningitis had started,
the Covernmont failed to make arrangements to
transport the patients in time, to set up a sulfi-
cient number of ocentres to treat the transported
patients, and to provide sufficient quantities of
medicines in accordance with the intensity and
extent of the attack of the fatal disease. On April
11, 1989, the Member of Parliament from that area
ptated that, in that agenoy area alone, 250 people
died, and that in.a single small village 12 people
died on single day. On the same day, the deputy
minister at the Cenire stated in Parliament that
by March 31, 1989, 136 people had died of meningitis
in Andhra Pradash.ﬁ

§ In the same statemont, the death toll from this
disease in 1989 was given as: 185 in Bihar, 158 in
Madhya Pradesh, 344 in Orissa, 109 in Mabharashira, 102
in OGujarat, and 58 in Delhi. It was also stated that in
the earlier four years 8,000 people had 8o died in Bihar,
Oujarat, Kaharashira, Rnjnsthan, West Bengal and Delhi.
The conoerned minister, while mentioning that the
National Institute of Communicable Diseases had already
supplied 50,000 doses of anti-meningitis vaoocine to
Andhra Pradesh, and 45,000 doses of it to Madhya Pradesh,
bhad revealed that the nctuasl requirement of this wvacoine
wns three lnkh donen. One oan imagine the GCovermment's’
pense of responsibility from this revelation. The
minister in the same breath "ruled out the indigenous
manufacture of the vaccine since the quantity required
wan too nmall for commoeroial production”!
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Unhygienic conditions, poor food habits and lack
of resistance are the reasons for the attack of
meningitis. Death occurs within 24 hours if treat-
ment is not given on the appearance of the symptoms,
Even if one escapes deatn with the treatment, the
sickness oontinues to haint one for about five
years. Even if the treatinent is given immediately,
the brain, spocch and oyznight may be damngod.
With the attack of such a disease and with the
rapld deaths thereafier, ¢irijans in the agency
arecas wers oxtremely agitetod and smcared. The
Giri jan Sangh cadres strsve 1o assiat the people
by organising medical ceatres and by providing
other facilitiesn amidst tle limitations there, If
was ag 1f the Government rad thrown a challenge to
the girijans to choose hatwecen laying down their
lives in the class strugele for land, food and
liberation in that regior or, in their abuence,
with epidemios like meniigitis.

Eighth girijan conierenc: :

The girijans in these szreas decided to discuss

their problems and formulste tasks for ftheir reso-

lution again. It was in (359 that the girijans of
Bhadragiri and Seethampet regions started getting

‘organised under the Giri jen Sangham banner. Now,

in 1989, it was already 3evern years since the
seventh Girijan Conferen:ze. The girijans now got
mobilised, again, to enlist membership for Girijan
Sangham, %o constitute village committees, and to
hold the Eighth Girijan ’cnference on October 30,
1989. On the same occasior, they planned to comple-
te the construction and irauguration of a stupa in
memory of the martyrs who laid down their lives in
the armed struggle in th> erstwhile Srikakulam
district. The martyrdom of Koranna and Manganna on
October 31, 1967, in the face of landlord attacks
on their way to a public neeting at Mondemkhal,

had been a turning point for the Srikakulam girijan
movement, and in its honour the girijans decided

to inaugurate the memoriil at Mondemkhal on October

31,
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The Eighth Girijan Conference was held on
October 30, 1989, with 1,000 girijan delegates
from 120 villages. Fraternal delegates from Bihar
and Orissa attended the conference. After the
fraternal delegates had given their messages, the
fcorotary's report was presented., It was discussed
and passed by the conference. Resolutions aimed at
rovisting various attaoks on the lives of giri jans
were duly discussed and passed. Later, the confe-
rence was ooncluded after electing the new
executive,

On Ootober 31, 1989, the memorial for martyrs
was inaugurated. At the place of memorial 2,000
people gathered, sang revolutionary songs, and
paid homage to the martyrs. Amidst revolutionary
slogans and homages, the ootogenarian communist
revolutionary and prominent poet of Orissa, ocomrade
Manmohan Mishra, inaugurated the memorial. Later a
public meeting was held, After the  raternal dele-'
gates had spoken, the resolutions passed by the
Eighth Girijan Conference were explained.

New Congress government's double-edged sword H

Parliamentary and A.P., assembly eleotions
followed. Chenna Reddy, the new Congress chief
minister, started giving statements expressing
willingness to negotiate with Naxalites. He is now
depicting the problem of 'Naxalites' as a problem
only of {t1e girijans. On the one hand, he lifted
implementaticn of the Disturbed Areas Act, removed
resirioctions on publioc meetings, and allotted
additional funds {0 agency areas; on the other
hand, he wrote to the Central Government asking
for contingents of the Central Reserve Police
Force. The state government announced.that anyone
violating Regulation 1/70 would be imprisoned for
more than a year. It issued an order that the
instances of illegal occupations of land by non-
giri jans should be reportéd to the concerned police
stations ani SP or the DSP. It ordered the police
authoritios to place greater pressure on the police
stations regarding such cases. It also told the
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ooncerned officials that noa-girijane holding
giri jans® land to the extent of 2.5 acres of wet
land or 5 acres of dry lund should not be evicted.

Anybody who generally understands the interests
of the people knows that the 'Naxalite problem’
means nothing other than the basic problems related
to the present social sofi-up. Girijans? problani
are only a part of thozss, But it is not Jjunt a
‘girijan problem'., Even o, the present government,
vwhile pretending to strictly implement Regulation
1/70, announced exemptinrs to those holding 2.5
acres of wet lands or 5 :zcres of dry lands of the
girijans. In instances of non-girijans holding more
than that, entrusting the pclice with protection
of the girijans' interenis ig like leaving goats
to the care of wolves,

In the past, even under Congress governments
(including that of Chenna Reddy) instructions were
issued to encourage official laxity in the imple-
mentation of Regulation 1/70j exemptions were
annoanced for those holding 5 acres of wet or 10
acres of dry land; declarations of disturbed areas
weré made; encounters were resorted to on a large
scale, Todayj too, the (overnment revealed its
foresight and its real intentions when it asked
the Central Government 1o send CRP even as it was
making noble deoclaratiors, Exemptions to Regulation
1/70 and entrusting protestion of girijans' intere-
sts to police will by no means solve the land
problem. On the contrary, it will only strengthen
the feudal hold,

The spate of announcemonts of concessions could
well be due to the assessnent that the activities
of all the revolutionary groups in the agency
areas do not pose any ser.ous threat, They could
well be due to the assessnent that 1t is possible
4o create a breach in the activities of the revolu-
tionaries, that they can Do lured and thrown into
oblivion, In this tussle, all the revolutionary
groups will have to equip themselves with thorough-

going revolutionary politics and ideological—politi-

cal olarity and conviotion, they will have to
72

evaluate the experiences gained and the policies
followad +1ll now. '

~ The oonorete forms of exploitation of giri jans
should be studied and noted, and the giri jans
should be made consoious, consolidated and mobili-
sed against them. The problems of land and forest
wonlth aro tho bunio problems of the girijans. The -
ruling claszes and their governments, in employing
different methods of exploitation to loot the land
and forest wealth of the girijans, are taking
advantege of girijans' backwardness and innogence
as the principal tool, The girijans' liberation
depends on countering the particular methods of
loot that are being employed. The girijans have to
be trained to effectively counter those methods of
loot and to gain the ability for their own governa-
nce and control., Communist revolutionaries, who are
dedicated to such tasks, will have to act with ut-
most proletarien political responsibility, without
succumbing to subjective trends.

Communist revolutionary responsibility
towards the girijans

Particularly when working in agency areas,
given the weak state of the State machine and
the forbearance of the girijans due to their back-
wardness and innccence, if with some effort, their
Problems are solved even partially, the girijans
repose enormous confidence in the rewvolutionaries,
But the basis of reposing such confidence is still
in fact, their backwardness and innocence. Never-
tneless, once they gain such confidence, some
groups lose sight of their communist revolutionary
political responsibilities and develop the feeling
that their 'own' areas of work have been set up.
Witk this they fail in carrying out the oritiocal
task of formally training the people themselves
through their own political experience in class
struggle., Iue %o the same failure, their activities
do not develop in a manner that the rewlutionary
movement can get eoxtendedy nor are their activities
such that people in other areas can feel their
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relevance for finding solttionu to their own

problems. ' _
" At the same time, a situation is emerging where

the groups are taking 'ectension of the movement'
to mean extension of the:.r respective 'own' areas
and are entering into aruss considered to be tpe
‘own' areas of other grours, This reflects an in-
correct approach to mass struggle, mass organ}sa—
tion, and political struirgle between thg distinct
lines represented by various gToups, While the real
jagirdar,the goverment, is being ignored or let
off, a situation of claslies between groups and
mutual killings is prevailing. All th%s is hamful
t0 ‘building and extending; the revolutionary move-
ment but is satisfying to the enemy, The revolu-
tionary groups will have to come out of guoy ten-
dencies wherever they aro working and existing,

Jobs, bread, snd private Jjets

a mir 8hoherbakov, ochaimman of the sisgte committeeo
fg'.ld.:.bour and sooia'l'affa.irl, told TAB8S that about 30
million t0 40 million Soviois might lose their jobs due
to the eoconomioc reforms initiated by President Mikhail
Gorbachev, " (UNI, 5/9/90.)

"Tempers flared in bread stores as shortage beleazuered
Mesoovites found for the first time in 25 years that
they ocouldn't buy that stapie of the Russian diet, .
'That's Peresiroika ~— wWe'rs not moving forward, we're

going bacl:ward!', said a 52 ;reéar old eleotrician.,."

(4P, 5/9/90.)

"Upto 20 new Ruseian 'millionaires' have be§n targoted .
to buy a Rolle Royoce poweredl supersonic business jet...

(Daily Telegraph, 9/9/90)
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Orissa
Struggle of Koraput Adivasis

end Building of a Mass Organisation

Land and forests have been two perennial issues
for trivals anywhere in India for the past 150
Jears, since the British colonialists first brough:;
about the Forest Act as part of their process of
subjugating the rebel tribals and looting the
riches from the forests, Five scheduled tribve
districts of Andhra and two scheduled tribe dis—
tricts (Ganjam ang Koraput) of Orissa were, more-
over, declared the 'Agency area’, Thus it was
around these two issues, of land and forest, that
the tribals of the ~8ency Area rose time and again
against the exploitation and repression by the
Government and the trader-cum-usurers,

In the course of the tribals' mounting
struggles, organisations have also Sprung up. But
due to certain weaknesses in their direction —- ie,
in their leadership — they could not oontinue
their organisational and agitational aotivities,
Though there are many external factors, too,
responsible for such discontinuity -~ such as
police and goonda repression, extermmination of
activists, and spreading of terror in struggle
areas — the organisational weaknesses need to be
examired in general terms, taking into account the
concrete experiences of an Adivasi Sangh, -

Issues of struggle 3

First, the nature of the issues before the
tribals should be made clear,

The Central Scheduled GCastes and Scheduled
Tribes Commission, in its first report, recently
presented to the President of India seven years
after the Commission's formation, has confessed
about these:

"411 tribal areas are full to the brim with
discontent, partioularly on the vital issues of
land and forest. At some places, this has led to
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confrontation with the Government, and thers aro

rather frequent outburstis of violence, These people
generally contribute on i major scale to the vast
labour pool in the unorginised sector. But the

wages paid to them in these sectors are very un-

lawful, scanty and completely contravening of our
constitutional provisionsu."

On the dam projects being implerented in these
areas, the Commission has commented:

"It is true that these areas are partially
benefited. But the people living here are not

benefited at all.” (Indian Express, June, 26, 1939).

In addition to these 1'our major issues observed
by the Commission (viz, land, forest, wages, and
frequest displacement), there is exploitation by
traders, usury practised by both village sahukars
and co-operative institutions, 'legal' and illegal -
taxation or collection of 'penu' and bribes by
government officials (including forest, police,
revenue, h&alth, tribal welfare, and block deve-
lopment), and health hazzris including epidemics-
such as cholera, malaria, cerebral malaria,
menengitis etc, In the fzce of such basic problems,
it seems farfetched to mention the lack of other
basic amenities and facilities such as education,
drinking water, fair price shops, and supply of
controlled goods.

Land :

The tribals of Koraput are mainly peasants.
They have been earning their livelihood by putting
in hard labour and cultivating the land for gene-
rations., But they do not haive legal ownership
rights over the land they till., Because of the B
poor quality of the 1and on the slopes of the hills
they have to practise shift cultivation or 'podu'.

But, according to the 19¢4 Forest Law and 1988

National Forest Policy, rodu is classified, along
with fuel and grazing of tae cattle, as ona of the
causes of deforestation. Thcse same laws make no
however, of the coup contract system or

mention
! e saw mills —- the

of the operation of innumecabl
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|
| major factors behind deforestation. The laws also

do not mention the sulmergence of tho
acres of forest land with the construgiigﬁso?f
multl—purpoge and big dam projects. Yet the law
takes a stringent view of the adivasis cultivatin
t@e’forest land. Then what should they do for a ®
living? How should they live if not by the land?
TheTgovernment has no answer to this.‘ ) .
ere are ihree categories of land in
They a??z banjar, bush forest, and reservzzr?giz;t
| The tr}oal has no way to determine to which cate- |
gory‘h}s land belongs., The Forest Bill, however
specifies that bushy forests and reserve foreat;
‘are properties of the Central Government, Hence
' the Sta?e government cannot give patta or confer
?ownershlp right to such lands, Since there is no
| proper survey of the forest land, and Government
.records quite simply show almost all the land as
L bushy forest and reserve forest, no banjar land is
Ergally available in the tribal areas for cultiva=-
:tion by the tribals. Thus the law denies the
Etribals'_ right to livelihood.
Accgrding to the government officials, then
 the tribals — by their very mode of sustanané; —
kare the law breakers, illegal citizens and crimi-
nals. They are thus abused, looted, jailed and
even killed on any flimsy pretext. This is an
essential aid to their exploitation. Hence the
revenue officials, in the process of settlement
and resettlement of land, have lonted lakhsg of
rupees from poor tribals with promise of patta of
the land they till. In Malkangiri subdivision,
tribals of each village have paid Rs 30,000 to
Rs 40,000 collectively, for the promised patta —
wbich is never in faot received, Tribals from some
villages have even gone unitedly to gherao the
tehsil office to demand back the money (which in
the first place i3 extorted as a bribe from them)
from the conzerned officials. In some cases, they
have managed to get it back.

Thus the zeneral denancd of the tribals, through-
out Koraput 'listirict, has been ownership right over
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the land they till. Thouih 9C per cent of the land
under cultivation has no-: even been surveyed, it
has been shown in official records as bushy or
-reserved land. Even tribals cdisplaced by big dam
projects — such as Kagohhkund, Balimela and Kolab
— are rehabilitated meruly with conditional pattas
of unsurveyed land.

Forest

The jungle issue is a related issue — the
result of the fact that tte adivasis live in the
forests and cultivate forest land. There is conti-
nuous effort by forest officials to dispossess the
tribals of their land by planting tree saplings
there. Wherever the tribals are not organised,
they are thus continuously driven tc the upper
slopes of the hills, The eyperience of the Bonda
tripes is an instance of -his, They have been
driven to the tops of the hills, and they now have
to fight back the officia.s with their arrows agd
bows. The Government treais them as a problematic
ethnic case and has taken up the tactics of compro-
mise to woo them. It has fomed a development

v exclusively for th=.
age?EJChitrakondaf Malkenwiri, Ramgiri, Kalimela
and Gunupur arez, the siriggle between the’forest
department and the tribezls goes on over this, .
Another point of controversy is the right over the

: o du-leaf
est produce and the vage peid to ten
n St Other foreust products, collected and

collectors, L ec
processed with much labour by whole familles of
tribals, include mahua, tamarind, sal seed, tola,

bhalia, kendu and many nther medicin;l roots :ﬁd
fruits, The prices paid for these, either by the
contractor or the tribal development corporaz}oz
are only a fraction of the necessary 1abog§- ime.
If it is converted into a wage rate, considering
all the labour input, tnis would amount towi .
meagre Rs 2 to Rs 3 per labourer per day.thna e
more, the adivasi, because of the ban on e m
ment of forest products, can not take pls own
collection of forest produce to the neighbouring

market township to realise a mgher rate.
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Wages s

The adivasis generally contribute in a major
way to the wvast labour pool in the mines and
industries sector. One can find them in under-paid
Jobs in the mines, the steel factory, the aluminium
factory, and in almost all factories throughout
Orissa. As contract labourers they work in contra-
vention of all existing factory and trade union
Acts at untenable rates. They are employed in these
factories and mines through certain contractors,

The wages they are paid on these jobs are one-
third or one-Ffourth of the legal minimum wages,
Both the contractors and the faotory owners (inclu-
ding the public sector enterprises) join hands in
this heiious sxploitation., The tribals are kept
throughoit their lifetime as casual workers in
posts in which the nature of work is regular and
permanent., They are not given any amenities such
as quarters, education, and medical care. In the
forest itself, they work in camps or under forest
contractors, or even under the state forest depart-

ment with still lower wages. Such wages vary .
between Rs 5 1o Rs 15 per_day, whereas a semi=-
skilled worke:r gets a minimum.of Rs 50 in she
organised secior,

4 B

Frequent displacement

In the name of big dam projects and big facto-
ries (such as MIG and NALCO) a large number of
tribal villages have been uprooted in Koraput
district, Such big dam projects -— Machhlkund,
Balimala, Kolab and Satiguda — have displaced
more than 200 villages and 20,000 families (ie,
about one lakh people) without proper rehabilita-
tion or conpensation. Even the scanty land allotted
to them c¢oas not have proper legal status. Bmploy-
ment promised to the members of each such family
has not materialised. Instead, hundreds of villages
have been -urned into islands inside the submerged
areay, and another lot of villages have turned dry
because the natural stream of water to them has
ceased to {low due to the dams, Recently,
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oonstruction of another big cam project, ie,
Indrabati, has begun: and axut forty villages on
the banks of the Kapur river have turned dry. No
rehabilitation colonies are even planned for the
displaced people and no projer compensation is
given — on the plea that tie¢ land occupied by them
belongs to the forest department.

Exploitation by traders :

A8 there 18 a ban on the novement of foreust
produce, the traders have a field day in the tribal
areas, The government gives licences to different
traders for different items cf forest goods; a
single trader getting a lic:rce for a single item.:
In this way, trading monopolies are officially
created. The Tribal Developnent Corporation have
been turned into the worst lzind of contract orga—
nisations by 'licensing' th:3se items to them. The
prices are thus dictated by the contractors, who
bay only Rs 2 for mahua seels and 20 to 25 paise
for a kg of mahua flowers., '[he rate of other
agricultural produots, such as mandia, makki,
or til oil seeds, foodgrains and even vegetables
are also determined by thess traders' combine, To
help them, the government ncver declares the
prices of these products, o

On the other hand, the controlled commodities
supplied to these tribals (isuch as rice, sugar,
kerosene etc) are looted by the ocombine of contra-
ctors and government officinls at the point of
issue itself., '

In this manner,
at throw-away prices,
ties at exorbitant rates.

rashi

the tribils sell their produce
and purchase their necessi-

Usurers :
These traders also play the role of usurers.
They extort exorbitant inte:irest through a pr1m1ﬁ1ve
barter system of which the tems are loaded against
the tribals., Local usurers practise the same at a
fabulous rate, It sometimes amounts to Rs 400 per
annuwn on Rs 100. The co-opeiratives and rural banks,
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though they aire Supposed to provide subsidised
loans, also extort high interest, The thunb-mark

is taken but against it, practically nothing of
aptual cash or commodities goes into the hands of
the tribals. Tne tribals then face the legal
proceedings for non-repayment without having gained
gnythlng economically from the co—operatives, This
15 the outcome of the combine of Cco—-operative
officials and usurors., Thus the tribals have BQOnme
viotima of the wornt type of usury, unknown earlier,

Collection of penu 1

As illiteracy reigns supreme in this area (where
the rate of literaocy is about 5%), government
offircials ranging from the top brass to the lowest
echelons extraoct money and materials from the
tribals ir the name of law., They collect penu or
tax from them on every flimsy pretext for bricks,
Sand, grass, bamboo, woods, mahua, land and any-
thing they can think up. They drag the unsubmisive
tribal to the court to teach him a lesson and
accuse him of g variety of false crimes. The
Tevenue offioials extract exorbitant bribes, with
the promise of providing pattas.

The doctors, health workers and teachers are
also no exception to this, The majority of teachers
do not attend the schools but draw their salaries
in connivance with the inspecting authorities., The
residential ashram school teachers sell large
amounts of the ration supplied for the students.
They also get involved in tne practice of usury,
The doctors charge an exorbitant fee, knowing the
life of the tribal vatient is at stake, In Kalimela,
recently, a tribal woman had to sell her only son
to pay the doctor's fee for the autopsy of her
dead husband's body -- without which autopsy, the
authorities would not release the body. People die
here, unrecorded deaths; the rate of mortality is
very high due to malaria, meningitis, and a few
other unknown diseases, The health authorities
behave quite callously and never investigate these
on the plea of scarcity of health centres.
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lopment of -the Sangh :
s give an idea of the types

the Sangh.

A few examples will
s waged Yy .
o ;;Zuiiiiasi gangh in thi.s region took iz;?al
shape 11 years ago (though its rootsfngﬁoresta;
deeper). At that time, in the nane of Lo e
t?Jﬁ tﬁe Government took nver land in
ion,

espo d vas s ‘, O 3 ber ()f lleetlngs
i) : i i k Ev nuwn
a.]ld 18,111. eS, ll:y Oi over 10,000,

culminating ia a Ta d : A

threw away the Government—plénteQ uegiilggné 2

colved %nat no tribal culfivating 1e 1and voul
hove b jand taken in the name of ;f or Bt
gives:;iggle spread to around 200 villages

e
region. '

gis mentioned earlierT,

' titles —-- palta ( il
z?iierrtigiie :fficials extort money from them
1ily

1982, the
y inge the pattas. In' :
tﬂ? e 3§d:it:;2ngangh‘u 1eadersh1p mozidm;g;o
trl?als’ﬁainst the officia]s,‘reso?t}nis B me
aitloz :3 gheraos in which the offx:;a

Homos he extorted amountsS. -
forg?d'zoristuigetsangh hag moved from time to tim

imilarly,

the adivasis.

i harassment of.

ey arblzrazirs ago, following the deitihe
o tie foresw officials held al

ticular village responsible, and

L] £ge

i bond.
forced to release them on thelr oHn

; -90) various issges
In the recent period tlgi?xin)up by the adivasis
e .

. e besn e
relating 0 lan?eh;:nnnr. They have moYed ?g?lnSt
under the Sangh’® " the adivasis

r i s unes
a Land Mortgagse B:ph wi;;iw-on e T o ther
wctice ;
innocence to pra

: : truggled
: . “he adivasis 8 :

' over five years, zani sation

3:5;23¥ the help of any le?derwii Ghed to attenpt
3 . C %] .

. forest officinls, ) divasis
against thew ghe hill-slope land theciurse of the
to snatch : iider cultivation. In the 4 to Jjaily
had proggh illagers are repeatedly sens .
struggle, Viiias 82

3 i t have
cince adivasis do no
: s —— to the land they

ag
For example,
of an old tiger,
villagers of a par

when they come out, they resume the struggle, No;

the Sgngh itself is involved in this struggle,
This year, in five villages of another area,
the social forestry department, with the help of
the local officialdom, seized 150 acres of the
land cultivated by adivasis,
meeting where the adivasis resolved not to allow
this. The next day, the adivasis collectively
cultivated and sowed immediately. The forest and
revenue officials came and attempted to stop them,
but were helpless, After the pPloughing, too, the
adivasis did not let up their guard, but continued
their meetings. '

Future direction 1

The struggle of

the tribals! organisation in
Koraput continues o

n the various issues mentioned
above. Whenever a piece of land is snatched away
by the forest officials for plantation, or when g
revenue or co-operative official demands bribe
from some illiterate tribal for leniency in apply-
ing some administrative or legal measures, the
Sangh has protested through various forms of
struggle, ' - ' - e
But a regular campaign has not been started for

their long-temm programme — such
over land and forest produce, scrapping of the ,
Forest Act 1984, fair prices for their produce, '
end of usury, and exposure of the true nature of
Government's 'development projects' including of
the co-operatives. Such a sustained campaign would
have a tremendous educative effect on the common
pPeople in the villages, Formation of the Sangh at
the village level has to be connected with such an
active campai¢n., For then the people, with g olear
political vision of themselves and of every insta-
nce of repression, exploitation and bribery infli-
cted on them, can effectively and continuously
oppose the same. Such a common political vision
can unify the tribals ‘and make the village units
routinely struggle—oriented, Through the protests
and the stiuggles genuine unity will be forged
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and, through the unity, th: consciousness will be
revised. The masses can apply their creativity
collectively, giving birth thereby to various new
ways and means of struggle. In the course of
struggle with correct political leadership, the
adivasis must gain the wider pclitical conscious-
ness necessary for setiing up their own control and
governance,

Tasks of the second phase :

At the same time, the Alivasi Sangh has to
think of the non-tribal refugees living among the
tribals. As a class, they are friendly; that is to
5ay they are poor peasants wand labourers. While the
rehabilitated adivasis (displaced by the Machhkund
and Balimela dam projects) (ot seven acres each,
the non-tribals refugees, Jho had been earlier
thrown out by war or communal riot from their own
homeland, had been living amcng the tribals with
only five acres of land per family for 20 to 30
years. They have, of course, a feelihg of being
the 'outsiders' who have to pass through untold
misery. But the tribals knov them pretty well., No--
where do they exploit or haass the tribals. On
the contrary, they work shoulder to shoulder with
the tribals, bearing the Yrunt of the same prepre-
ssion and exploitation by the new sahukars. The
Sangh should try %o mobilis3 the non-tribals into
its fold and give them the self-respect that comes
in the process of struggling for the common causé.
There are about 600 such ro1-tribal colonies. The
population of each colony vaires from 1,000 %o
4,000,

However, while dealing
people belonging
ral groups, the
peasant backwardness,
and the sense of a loss o

This mobilisation can 3¢ a task of the second
phase; but it is a necessury task. Living among the
tribals, and belonging to thelr class, they cannot
be ignored or 1eft out of the ambit of our

B4

with this vast number of

Sangh has t> bear in mind the
the lack of political vision,
identity and belonging.

to different linguistic and cultu-

organisation,
Another task of the s
_ ‘ econd phase is th i i
zg ihgagtr1ct—level tribal organisation ;hzugldéﬁg
rocess of struggle, h ; e
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Loy ld the s y organisational and ae iona,
2o ;:13;esosge;?§ area level must be kep:gzzzzgigal
cus, 7 711sey, in the process of n i
a broader area, the main area gets Qeake;:;urlng

Tribals' place in the class structure of Indig :

Such 1 process hel
. | i ps the growth of a
tﬁfngzhng. Struggle is not a new word fgit:i:
iy 0 Koraput. The struggle of the Koraput
e gfns.ls as old as the Srikakulam strugglz It
) 1e (lory ofl being led by leaders Such ,
ﬁ;ﬁ —zummrevalutionary, Subbarao Panigrahi pat
Pu£:l12¥z Sa:'ya.Na.raya.na, P. Krishna Mur-l:h;r, and
st wﬁm &all. But why is there no ofganisational
; Y is there a vaocuum in the line of the '
ocal leadership? A
. The glorins of the past do not build up an
c:szg;:a:to;;ouzd§s built by .a correct leadership
f providing clear political vision t
proY o th
i:ﬁiizé §pa.t From concentrating upon the faotorae
e Ofezlz?zller, (whereby a continuous consolida-
88 consciousnesstakes place in
_ . a th
2£ea*§§§t§l?8d, organised, and united movemeztfzim
v als) i1 is also necessar
' . : ¥y to connect
:{1gals' qtruggle with the struggles of othertha
t; ses oi people — viz, the working class and
; er secuéons of the peasantry. In the overall
t;i%lefhfnn ?eople's democratic revolution, the
= S haveo uo‘become consciouc of their piace i
overall social and political context, ana :

their relation to th i
by e other exploited revolutionary
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The tribals are basica.ly peasants by class.
Their difference from the plains area peasants
lies in the fact that, apartd from the agrarian
1aws promulgated to fogte:» feudalism, they are
being oppressed by anothe:r draconian law -— viz,
the Forest Act. Beginning from the colonial rule
of the 19th century, this ]aw has passed through
various amendments to 11s 1atest shape in 1984,
and National Forest policys of 1987, in which the
tﬂbﬂ%sﬂ@ﬂcwm*myludorpmmweofﬂw
forest has been denied., His age-old use of the
forest, is now made 2 crininal act. He has been
made an intruder on nis om land. He lives now in
his village at the mercy 51" the Government. Even
the forest animals have m>ra rights than he has in

the sense that they are protected by law from the
the “ribal peasant 1s ex—

hunters. In this way,
ploited many times more than the plains area
peasants,

In a manner of speaking the forest authorities
appear before the tribals as new feudal lords,
much more oppressive than ~he landlords of plains
area. The old gahukar aprears vefore them in the
robes now of the nevw co—operative officials — with
all their illusory tribal development and poverty

alleviation schemes.
In this fashion,
peasants and the trival

Establishing proletarian leadership

the common causes of the poor
s have to be jdentified.

1

the most con-

Similarlj, the proleteriat being
common cause

scious and rewvolutionary class, the
and the connection between jts position and
interests and those of the tribals in the revolu-
tion have to be concretely exhibited and worked out
in terms of a revolutionury programme in which the
leadership of the proleturiat is established. That
the proletariat and the uribals are allies in a
revolutionary change of =he society, has tn be
shown and programmatically practised. This is not
a new experience for the tribals, becanse in the
seventies, a soection of =no worker-leaders from
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tried to do this. In th
on theiw oo . the face of State re i
e trig;§nvf?§ main leadership came ugg:iSIOH
s oot e ul o ages and tried to organise f;ound
Apart frém t§y§glgs. X
cally, the pol_t}b,'lmmgdiately and more speci fi
baken un Kol ics behind all the dam proﬁeci 1-
1ivelihood“ thraput at the cost of its peoJl 's
institutioﬁs e interests therein of the ff Snoi
imoentorions sucg as the World Bank, the ro;znc;ng
imerial Fpo’ En the process of looting of tho
e (sucﬁ‘ : Norapu? through a network of co :
¥ shar Cuft:vk AﬁCO in Damanjodi, Forro Alloyzpfa-
padia Bann M{lis .IéG. of Sungbeda, and the Ra.ya.i1
Bove hapor mall ~and Mangal Timbers of the Birlas)
ave o pro'é talned. The retrenched workers fro ’
perious Fegrg s and factories (such as Seva P .
than 35 000 Alloys) in Koraput alone are moiper
merged-;re » Apart from them, there are the subf
totalling soizozi:nogngoizzﬁ e
e > people,
anddte;r;ai;pr:cn.t, how the forest land gel;bl_sﬂslsh;lz?'e
e mo . har§ ?urngd into beggars -- without e
fonerste zs gblllta?lon scheme — is the a.spectany
hat has to f‘studled and concretely ‘explained. A
pomnon oon cting thread must run through all th
e ues faced by the Adivasi Sangh. °
pathor process alone can the Sangh mature
strength and speed, and grow into a to;nado
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West Bengal :
Peasants' Struggle against

CPM-Landlord Oppression

Debra is the southern part of Midnapur north
sub-division in Midnapur district of West Bengal.
Having plain fertile lands with mainly paddy culti-
vation, it differs from thes northern part (Salboni,
Garbhotn, Goaltorn) of tho nub-diviaion compriaing
forest and unirrigated roc<y lands., Parts of Debra
are well irrigated but oftan affected by floods.
Here peasants suffer from low wages for agricultural
labour, harassment of tenaats, and usury. There is
often a tense situation at the time of harvesting
between the landlords and rich peasants on one side
and middle and poor peasants on the other side.

Influences of militant aational movement and
communist movement are still there iamong the
peasantry. Debra was a centre of the militant food
movement in 1965~66 and along with Gopiballabhpur
was a stronghold of the peasant movement under the
influence of the historic sxalbari peasant revolt.
Communist revolutionaries from Debra were among the
first in West Benga) to differ with, and demarcate
from, the Left adventurist line of Charu Mazumdar.
But owing to largescale repression and disorganisa-
tion in the Communist rewoiutionaries later, the
peasant struggles have been at a low ebb, Due to
repeated political-organisational setbacks and
accompanying weaxnesses, e’forts that were started
in the early eighties to ri-organise the peasantry
under a peasant association have not yet led to a
well-knit and dynanmic peasant crganisation. Never-
theless the activists of the peasant association
have been maintaining living contacts with the
peasantry and leading various local tut militant

struggles of peasanis over problems of fair
distribution of vested lands, water and against
various forms of oppression by the landlord-CPI (M)

combine.

One aspect of narv
this region is th:?ao;e;:iuti§ e
Jharkhand movement,., Debra hre O on NItk e
Population — about 12% of :i ac
more concentrated in some vilf votal population —
deep—rooted B8 Fom Hhe preseages? They have a
development of their culture a;gaflon, tdentity and
Debra is 2 peripheral zone of the o ot and
Separate Jharkhand s8tate. Jharkh govement [or a
Front and Jharkhand Party hows san yibaration
Adi vasi peoplo here. o ome influence among
Jharkhy - o8e groups too, like other
i lund groups, speak of and take up problems
e land and rights over forest produce et nl
OQOaSionally. Their main drive is Just £ o) ony
tion of a separate state within the conf;r‘forma—
present socio-politiocal setup., Besides a;fstgf N
groups often engage in factional fight; e
selves for sSupremacy. smomg them=
Even so, the social ch i
the Jharkhand movement angu:z:i:;cf:;pifa?:a gga;nst
carried on by CPI(M), aggravate the alrezdy831°$
feelings of pdivasi peoplé and drive them moizna;;p
more into the Jharkhand fold: But the Adivasi
masses, even in the face of chauvinis
retain the?r secular nature and fightfagjgfgfgégf,
E:;:iggzn?:ﬁdtheir Bengali brethren,-against %
‘ oppression by ‘the ‘landlord=CPI(M):
combine. 4 By RNy T L fr A
In outlook and programme, the peasant -assodiation
differs from the Jharkhand-groups fighting for a
separate state, and does not have any formal rela-
tiQns with any of them, At the same time they
maintain fraternal relations with the rank and file
and followers of Jharkhand movement., Whenever
there is a stiruggle of these sections on any sooial,
cultural or economic issue, the peasant assoociation
actively supporis them. It firmly opposes the
ohauvinist propaganda and acts of repression by
CPI(M) anc. others on these sections. For the speci-
fic purpose of opposing repression by CPI(M)-land-
lord combine the peasant assotiation joined hands
with Jharkhandi ‘ranks to form a "Daman-Peeran
Birodhi Committee". While maintaining fraternal
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relations and supporting ary specific just struggles,
the peasant association activists explain the
futility of the demand for a separate state within
the framework of present set-up to the ranks of
Jharkhand groups. They explain to them and stress
the need .for organising demooratic revolutionary
class struggles of the peorls on the problems of
land, irrigation, rights over forest produce etc,
and against feudal exploitztion and oppression. They
explain to the ranks of Jhsarichand groups that
struggles on issues such as devslopment of culture,
language etc, can acquire real 3trength only when
they are organised in close link with and as a part
of democratic revolutionary sBtruggles on basic sooci
socio—economic problems. On :1ts own too, the peasant
association is trying to builid class unity between
Adivasi and non-Adivasi masses in the course of
various struggles.

One particular feature of mass work and struggles
in these regions is that they, from the onset it-
self, are invariably faced wi.ih aggressive opposi-
tion from CPI(M). Notwithstanding their namesake
legislative measures and propaganda about proteoting
the rights of tenant peasants and rural poor, the
CPI(}). particularly after coming to power again in
1977, progressively aligned itself in practice with
major sections of landlords und rich peasants. Using
their position in the govermment and panchayats,.
they disburse official relier (allocation of house-
sites, food for work, etc) in an arbitrary and
partisan manner, only to th>use peasants who, though
out of compulsion, lend thei:* services to promote
the sectarian political inteiests of CPI(M). The
CPI(}M) uses these seotions »i° psasants and youth
thus bought over to mob and nuffle any opposition
to their policies and practices, bte it from
struggling people or be it from political activists,
In addition to this, like aay other ruling class
party in power, the CPI(M) scntrols and uses the
police and administration against political dissent
and the struggling masses. [hrough all this and
under ocover of Marxist jargorn the CPI(M) is acting
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like a so00ial fascist gang: Tod

the people to better their livisz :2i&f§::$§ﬁa:§

any attgmpt by rewvolutionaries to reorganise the -

reyolut}onary peasant movement cannot advance with-

out politically isolating the CPI(M), without

Preparing for self-defence and without preparin

tpe p?op}e for a militant opposition to the autfg-

ritarianism and bullying by CPI(M). The following

izedonly a few reocent instances whioh 8tress this
ed.

4bdalipur West

‘ Abdalipur Mouza in Debra thana, with a populg-~
tion of Tour hundred, of which more than 50% are
adivasis, had some vested lands. There have been
some ocostly trees on thess lands, The village poor
havg been urging that they be allowed to construct
their puts on these lands, But Some peasants
patronised by CPI(M), forecibly felled the costly
trees on these lands and constructed huts for
themselves, -

?he lgbouring people of the village protested
against this arbitrary act and approached the
Peasant aissociation organiser for guidance in theipr
struggle. They were advised to hold a meseting of
all tpe people of the village, discuss the problem
of sa;d lgnds eand commonly decide on the method of
distribution among all needy peasants irrespeotive
of their party affiliations.

‘ The Anchal Pradhan, who is a local leader of the
C?I(M), tried to stall the meeting and tried to
mislead the peasants by 8aying that the said lands
are already sattled in favour of some Alok Kendra
Trust. On an enquiry from the office of Junior land
Revenue Officer, by a common decision of the
peasants, the CPI(M) leader's lie was exposed and
it is established that the lands are vested lands
Even after that, the CPI(M) people did not stop ]
their arbitrary encréachment on the land.

In the face of this, the peasants organised them-
selves and en masse went to occupy the lands, The
CPI(¥) peopls beat. a retreat and agreed ta resolve
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the problem through a commor decision of the meeting
of all peasants as earlier Fropcsed by the peasant
organiser, Thus these land: could be finally distri-
buted equezlly among all needy peasants irrespectivs
of their party affiliations:,

The CPI(M) leaders were iifuriated with this
democratic assertion by the seasants and started
harassing them. They cut off water to the lands of
Some peasants, violating an oxisting agreement
between those peasants and the owser of the shallow
pump., When the peasants protosted against this and
demanded the restoration of vater supply, the CPI(X)
leadérs resorted to divisive tactics (asking the
affeoted peasants to come forward individually) to
make representation, Again, it is only with ‘the
collective struggle of the Peasants, threatening to
destroy the shallow, that the peasants could win
back the water supply to thoir fields. Then cpI{M)
leaders continued to harass Peasants individually
by imposing a fine of Rs. 5C1l on a Jharkhand
Supporter on the charge thal ae had abused somebody
at the time of elections; by Preventing another
peasant from harvesting the mustard cfop; by
removing yet another peasant from his Jjobs etc. The
pPeasants could retaliate all such arbitrary acts of
harassment so far, through strengthening unity and
mutual help among themselves znd through united
struggle.. The overwhelming majority of the people
are fast realising the significance of their orga-
nised strength and gaining confidence in the
pPeasant association.

Itai Village

In the late fifties and enrly sixties, a land-
lord, amassing more than two hundred acres of land,
was harassing the peasants, In the wake of Naxalbari
movement the peasants here weged an organised mili-
tant sitruggle and suoccooded in entablishing thoir
tenancy rights on the lands of this landlord. But
following the CPI(M) govermment's repression on the
peasant movement in the late sixties and taking
advantage of the imprisonment of the peasant
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organiser here, the landlord evioted the rightful
tenants frron these lands with the help of CPI(M).
The peasant organiser was released after ten years,

Again peosple got organised for struggle to re- ,
possess tleir tenancy rights over these lands, There'
@Was a seven and a half acre tank, known as Gardan
Mari Tank, :in these lands. The landlord in liagision
with CPI(N) has been resorting to underhand methods
to frustrzte the peasants' struggle for the re-
possession of these lands. The landlord and CPI(M)
also hatched a conspiracy to transfer the Gardan
Mari: Tank in the name of one of CPI(M) supporters,
at some price. The CPI(M) people, saying that the
tank land wes alroady transferred to somebody,
threatened the peasants with dire consequences if
they dic not keep off these lands.

The prasants kept oonstant vigil and started
preparztions for struggle., On the one hand, they
made representations to the Block Development
Officer, Junior Land Revenue Officer, and even to
the police. But they did not depend on this. They
held seoret meetings in the village and carefully
planned %o occupy the tank en masse, with due pre-
parations for self-defence. Accordingly, about 400
people armed with the traditional weapons, got
mobilised and occupied the tank, They made a divi-
sion of work among themselves: While some peasants
cleaned the tank and sowed paddy, others stood
guard to key points to ward off any attack from
CPI(M) gangs. :

On report and instigation by CPI(M), a police
force arrived on the scene. They tried to prevent
the peasants from cleaning the tank and sowing the
paddy. The peasants stood their ground and carried
on their work. They refused to budge under threats
from police and were prepared to defend themselves.
The polioe had to come down and plead with peasants
to oome to a negotiated setilemeni with the landlord
and the CPI(M) persons, The peasants then and there
gave a petition to the polioce, while agreeing to
come to the police station afterwards,

The next day, on the advice of the peasant s



'+ The CPI(ﬁ) leaders were n>t reconciled.

gani ,ot l : e %o the police
rganiser, the peasants went en mass ;
siéfidi?féﬁéi explained their position and while

4

¥ informing about their readinses for a negotiated
486t

tlement (financial) with the landlord for taking

o ownership of the tank, damanded of the poiice
ha% £Hey?éhould not interfere. They refused to

i stances
eave possession of the tank under any circum
meanwhile,

‘Left with no option, the landlord finally agreed

40 negotiation. An agreement was reached to transfer

the tank for a certain agreel amount. 'I'huﬁ:},1 through
the ‘collective and organised St?uggle byﬁtﬂgﬂﬂy
majority of the people of th: village, 2_ i

easants’ (from all communitizs —— Bdlvaa},frgm tﬁe
gndfmﬁﬁlim)“won the ownership of the tank
b They made

last—ditch effort to browbeaf the ?eas§ntz.f2:ma
iay when nearly 300 peasants (including azgnk o

eighbouring villages) gathered near the Jene oul,
:ere celebrating their victory, thisCPéity R

ts to attack the peasants.

2agea;t2;gid gang of their frllowers an% aﬁvanizia

. il {s, some of whom

ingly towards the peasanis, :
mi:ﬁgniﬁgyto their houses afte? oleaning ;ha zaﬁi
. d celebrating with the tortglse an? fis c: gthe
?2 the tank., Seeing the cPI (M) i;nfs d:?::gctﬁem_
v to
re uped and were ready/ . _

EeiﬂagtsThegggI(M) gang returned, only to come igaln
a?t;ea.bigger mob. But by then the peasants sen
E;t signals to neighbouring vi.llages by blowing
horlsiar e number of peasants rallied and surgo:g;s
dedAthe gPI(M) mob from three sides. Scared o R
the CPI(M) mob fled for their life.

Maratala

Similarly, at Maratala, neTr iere,siizgaﬁzze
Mouza has many vested land§. %go_t?ei e WHR i
itating for their dlStRlb? ion, ey, @
b§e§raﬁits on these lands and have been ; . g
thie. But their dwellings wene not recorded.
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e;‘ﬂ,he-P95§a?ts~are gettin
-’);a.rns‘bs- They are le

—

. 8 to the officials, gave mone_
\ to CPI(M) touts as demanded, but nothing happened.,

. Tae CPI(Y) followers were trying to usurp these
lands. With the help of the peasants association
ngganiser, the peasants held g meeting in the

1llage, discussed the problem, and started an
; agitational programme.
] One day, when the peasants took out a procession
to Maratala, local leaders of CPI(M) started abusing
the peasants, They beat up a Processionist., With
. this tension grew. Many peasants gathered and h
4p; Tetaliated CPI(M)'s attack. On the next day, when a
W large number of peasants held a protest rally again
M_2eainst CPI(M)'s bullying, the CPI(M) gangs attacked

e rallyists with lathis and arrows and threw
The enraged rallyists made an organised P

gtreat, allowed the CPI(M) gangs to exhaust their ~
FEES and then made a counter—attack, The CPI(M)

gangs fled. Using their power the CPI(M) foisted
qoases against the peasants, There is some 1lull now,

it the peasants have not lost their confidence ang
preparing for siruggle again,
Such struggles, as above, have their own politi-
#cal and revolutionary significance. Through them,

& disillusioned with pseudo-

l; Peasants made appea’

iy 1 arning to fight CPI(M)-landlord %?
Zi;dbmination and bullying. But they are Sti11 Gfrg -, %

#sporadic and isolated nat
ASannot develop into an a
flient, For this strenuous
efforts are necessary. i
§5ing and strengthening th
g-the basis of a broad revolutionary programme is an
.urgent task., For this ground level Preparations e
irgag;sing village-level meetings of peasantisg
| working out immediate and long-term demands that can
unitqﬁall revolutionary seotions of peasants in the
-Gillages; election of village~level committeesy
iconducting agitational programmes on immediately
w?ﬁéﬁhing demands; making organisational preparations

ure. By themselves:they =~
grarian revolutionary move- _
and organised rewlutionary -
rst and foremost reorgani-

e Peasants Association on

iﬁgr;asQOnference etoj are necessary. Peasants ;

j}psggigiion ﬁoti\}sts in different villages are //!’
orking in this direction, ]
5 ; . e :
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