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TO THE
READER

This third issue for 1981 opens with two
articles on ASIA. “Mongolia,” by Ochiryn Tsend,
Ambassador of the Mongolian People’s
Republic to Cuba, provides a brief review of
the life of that people, whose roots go back to
the first millenium, when nomadic tribes
occupied Central Asia — a people now
advancing along the path of socialist
construction.
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“For the Democratic Confederate Republic
of Koryo” presents excerpts from the
report that Kim Il Sung, General Secretary
of the Korean Workers' Party, made to its
6th Congress and the 10-point program
for the reunification of Korea.

The AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST
section includes two articles on the Middle
East — which is also the theme of our
cover — and Cuban journalist Hugo Rius’
“Internationalism and Revolution in
Mozambique,” a progress report based on
President Samora Machel's evaluation of the six
years that have passed since the people’s
revolutionary triumph on June 25, 1975.

In our LATIN AMERICA AND THE
CARIBBEAN section, we present the paper
that Norma Guevara, a combatant in the
Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front,
gave at the Anti-Imperialist Scientific
Conference held in Berlin October 20-24, 1980.

The Uruguayan people responded with
a resounding NO in the plebiscite which the
Uruguayan fascist military Junta held last
November in an attempt to institutionalize
fascism by giving it a pseudo-democratic
facade. In an interview for Tricontinental,
Rodney Arismendi, First Secretary of the
Communist Party of Uruguay, analyzes the
plebiscite, the regime's efforts to control
it through fraud and repression and some other
important aspects of life in his country.

Economist Eugenio Espinosa’s article
“Capitalist International Economic Relations,”
which explores trends in the flow of goods
and international capital, appears in our
OVERVIEW section.

The issue concludes with TRICONTINENTAL
ON THE MARCH, reporting on our
Organization’s activities of solidarity with the
peoples of Africa, Asia and Latin America,
which includes the full text of the final
declaration approved at the second session
of the International Investigating
Commission on the crimes committed by the
racist, apartheid regime in Southern Africa,
held in Luanda, the People’s Republic of
Angola, January 30-February 3, 1981, and the
Executive Secretariat’s call for the release
of Uruguayan political prisoners in conjunction
with the campaign to free Liber Seregni,
the People’s General.
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OCHIRYN TSEND




The Mongolian People’s Republic, in the north-central Asian mountains
(1300 meters above sea level, with winter temperatures that drop to —50* C.),
has a territory of 1565000 square kilometers and a population of 1685400
(as of January 1, 1981). Its capital and largest city is Ulan Bator, with
more than 400000 inhabitants, followed in size by Darkhan and Erdenet.
For administrative purposes, Mongolia is divided into 18 provinces.

Mongolia

Mongolia, located in Central Asia, is advancing alopg the path of socialism.
Ochiryn Tsend, Ambassador of the Mongolian People's Republic in Cuba,
wrote this article for Tricontinental in a documentary form that includes
important aspects of his people’s historv and development.

® |t is possible to make a transition
from feudalism to socialism.

® Life expectancy, 65:an achievement
for the public headth system.

® Unity is essenNal in confronting
imperialism ond Maoism,
that conspire against peace.

VER since ancient times,

Mongolia has been an in-

dependent state, and it has

frequently played an im-

portant role in Asian
history.

In antiquity, nomadic tribes in-
habited a huge area of Central Asia,
hunting and raising cattle for their
livelihood. Mongolia moved direct-
ly from that primitive communal

stage into feudalism, without expe-
riencing slavery.

The united feudal state of Mon-
golia, formed at the beginning of
the 13th centry, marked an ad-
vance, but Chinguis-Khan and his
followers’ wars of occupation soon
brought misery to the people, de-
stroying Mongolia and delaying its
development for hundreds of years.

As the peoples of Asia and Eu-
rope rose up in struggle against
the conqueror’s yoke, the Mongol
empire — which had sought to rule
the world in the 13th and 14th
centuries — was weakened politi-
cally and economically, and feudal-
ism finally crumbled completely
when the Manchurians took over,
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