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TO THE
READER

In this second issue of Tricontinental for 1981,
we present a wide range of articles on
problems concerning the peoples of Africa,

Asia and Latin America.

In line with our decision to introduce gradual
changes in the magazine, the contents have

been arranged by continent.

The first section, on Asia, includes an interview
with Sultan Ali Kishtmand, member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee of
the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan and
Vice President and Deputy Prime Minister of

the People's Republic of Afghanistan, who
offers “Facts against Lies” to refute
imperialism’s propaganda campaign against

his country.
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“Recognition of the People’'s Republic of
Kampuchea,” by Cuban journalist Virgilio Calvo,
brings out the paucity of the legal arguments
used to oppose the seating of the delegates
of the government led by the People’s
Revolutionary Council of Kampuchea in
international organizations.

The problems facing the peoples of

AFRICA AND THE MIDDLE EAST are
discussed in four articles dealing with the
economic, political and cultural life of these
peoples.

Of special interest is “The Blood of the
Defeated,” by Cuban writer Fernando Ndpoles
Tapia, whose work appears for the first time in
our pages. Here, he analyzes speeches,
statements and press reports showing the
tremendous development of the Western Saharan
people’s struggle for national liberation and
the demoralization of the occupying

Moroccan Army.

The battle of Playa Girdn, in which the
Cuban people dealt US imperialism a
resounding defeat, is recounted in the section
LATIN AMERICA AND THE CARIBBEAN
and is reflected on our cover, as well.

In TRICONTINENTAL ON THE MARCH,
which closes this issue, we publish the
speeches given by Melba Herndndez,

General Secretary of OSPAAAL, and

Jestis Montané Oropesa, alternate member of
the Political Bureau and head of the

General Departament of Foreign Relations of
the Central Committe of the Communist Party
of Cuba, at the main meeting celebrating

the 15th anniversary of OSPAAAL'’s founding.
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strong, smiling man was
answering our questions for
Tricontinental:

“Yes, 1've heard of

OSPAAAL and Tricontinental,
and I'll be glad to talk with you about
the so-called Afghanistan problem.

“Really, there isn't any such prob-
lem — except the one our enemies have
created.

“For a long time now, the imperial-
ists, led by US imperialism, have been
waging an undeclared war on the
Afghan people and our revolution.”

His voice grew harsh, and he frowned,
choosing his words carefully.

“Naturally, the Chinese hegemonists
are in it, too, along with all the reac-
tionaries from this area; the Chinese
use Pakistan as a tool for their aggres-
sion.

“First they launched a smear cam-
paign — propaganda full of lies — to
hide their criminal goal of interfering
in our country. The bourgeois ma-
chinery in imperialist circles spread a
whole lot of lies about Afghanistan and
the Soviet Union.

“Right now, there are more than 80
military camps in Pakistan, including
one at Sien Kieng, where bandits, ter-
rorists and mercenaries are trained to
infiltrate our country from Pakistan
and carry out acts of sabotage — burn-
ing schools and hospitals and murder-
ing civilians....

“They are armed with US and Chi-
nese weapons. We know, because we've
captured hundreds of thousands of
them, and we've seized the documents
and other propaganda they planned to
distribute’ among the people.

“With the aim of setting up new
bases and aggravating tensions through-
out the world, they also commit other
crimes as part of the preparations for
wars of aggression, especially in the
Persian Gulf, near Afghanistan, and in
the Indian Ocean.

“This is only some of the proof we
have. We know that, in addition to
mercenaries who sell out for US dol-
lars, there are also US, Pakistani,

Egyptian and other agents who want
to interrupt the normal life of the peo-
ple and destroy our revolution and our
achievements.”

When we asked him what kind of
actions the mercenaries had taken part
in, his face mirrored his indignation.

“They infiltrate our country in small
groups. They don't dare to attack our
army instead, they descend on
isolated caravans and burn the crops.
They wreak what havoc they can and
then run away. There once were a
large number of bandits and counter-
revolutionary bands, but now there are
only a few small groups left that act
against our people, and we are sure
that they won't last long. Those bandits
and terrorists that still remain will be
wiped out. As you know, any real so-
cialist revolution, that benefits the mass-
es and is both progressive and demo-
cratic, has to stand firm against every-
thing the imperialists and the other
reactionary powers throw against it."”

Confidently, his smile flashed forth
once more.

“Patiently yet firmly, we are clean-
ing out the bandits and terrorists. The
people’s government, true to the Demo-
cratic People's Party of Afghanistan,
the vanguard of the working class, is
growing stronger throughout the coun-
try. A hard-fought battle is being
waged, but I am sure that we will
win; victorv will come. We are not
alone in our struggle, for all progres-
sive mankind and the countries of the
socialist community — especially the
Soviet Union — are on our side. All
the progressive forces in the world
give us their solidarity and support.”

“How do the workers and other peo-
ple react to the criminals?”

“This second stage of our revolution
— which triumphed under the leader-
ship of Babrak Karmal, General Sec-
retary of the Party and President and
Prime Minister of our countrv — began
nearly a year ago. During this period,
the Party and people have become
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ever more closely united. The people
trust the Party’s patriotic, progresssive
approach. Their forces are ready to
carry out any kind of operation to
help the government, the Party and
the Party’s organizations to wipe out
the groups of bandits and counter-
revolutionaries that send in troops
from Pakistan and other countries.”

“We understand that you have eco-
nomic responsibilities in your country.
Could vou tell us about its cconomic
construction?”

“In general, we are working to carry
out a realistic program for the con-
struction of a new society. This is our
goal. We seek -to build a socialist so-
ciety, but, in this stage, our revolution
has a national democratic character.

“Our country is quite backward eco.
nomically, and the revolution took
place in conditions of feudal and semi-
feudal relations of production. First of
all, thercfore, we must do away with
all hangovers of feudalism and the

results of the imperialists’ activities in




Sultan Ali Kishtmand

our country — both social and econom-
ic. We must do this before we start
advancing toward socialism, so we can
finally build a socialist society.

“This is sure to happen in our coun-
try, because political power is concen-
trated solely in the hands of the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan,
our working class party. A Democratic
Front of the Homeland has been set
up, including all the democratic forces
and all the social strata in the coun-
try, to mobilize and organize all our
cfforts toward building a new society.

“We are going to apply the general
laws of the construction of a social-
ist society in the specific conditions
of our country. Of course, we will
study the experiences of other socialist
countries, including Cuba, whose revo-
lution also took place in conditions of
relative backwardness.

“Before concluding, I would like to
go back to two elements that, though
mentioned in passing, were not em-
phasized: the help and solidarity given
to our revolution. Ever since the vic.
tory of the great October Revolution,
the people of the Soviet Union have
supported the Afghan people. All that
we now have, we owe to the tremen-
dous help the Soviet Union gave us
in all fields, and also to the multifacet-
ed cooperation and international soli-
darity of all the other progressive
forces in the world — especially the
socialist countries.”

We asked him to tell us just what
positions he held. He answered with
some timidity, even bashfulness.
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