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Foreword

[The speech made by Fidel Castro
at the University of Havana March 13 in
commemoration of the tenth anniversary of
the attack on the Presidential Palace in
the struggle against the Batista dicta-
torship, has had considerable repercus-
sions internationally. The imperialist
press and the Latin-American journals in-
fluenced by Washington have sought to
sensationalize the speech as signifying a
rift between the Cuban and Soviet govern-
ments, and as "intervention" in the in-
ternal affairs of other Latin-American
countries.

[In the international Communist
movement, the speech became an immediate
topic of debate. The sectors of the move-
ment adhering to the line of class col-
laborationism and "peaceful coexistence"
either openly denounced it or indicated
their displeasure in indirect ways. Con-
trariwise among the guerrilla forces, the
speech met with strong approval.

[Whatever the intrinsic merits of
Castro's stand on the various issues he
discusses, the March 13 speech thus at
once became an important document in the
development of the revolutionary struggle
in the Western Hemisphere.

[But the speech is, in addition,
of considerable interest in the way it
registers the continued deepening of the
Cuban Revolution. It fits in with the re-
newed attention being paid by the Cuban
leaders to the evils and the dangers of
bureaucratism. This comes out very clear-
1y not only in the attack which Castro
levels against the right-wing leaders of
the Venezuelan Communist party but also
in his comments on what constitutes a
genuine Communist. ]



Those Who Are Not Revolutionary

Fighters Cannot Be Called Communists

Comrades Professors and University Stu-
dents:

All present here:

In these ceremonies commemorating
the glorious assault of March 13, 1957,
Just ten years ago today, it has become
a tradition for us to take up some essen-
tial aspect of a theme that interests the
Revolution and the people. These themes
may be extremely varied, but on these oc-
casions we have generally analyzed, when
circumstances have demanded it, a subject
of international character. And today
circumstances again demand that we treat
this type of theme. (Applause.) We refer
to the problems in Venezuela, the prob-
lems of the Venezuelan revolutionary move-
ment, the accusations the Venezuelan pup-
pet government has made against our Rev-
olution and the charges of the rightist
official leadership of the Communist Par-
ty of Venezuela.

For several days a tremendous cam-
paign against our country has been car-
ried on by the government of that country
and by the Yankee news services, follow-
ing the death of an ex-functionary of the
Venezuelan government. And for several
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months in the clandestine and semiclan-
destine press, even in the legal press of
that country, and at different interna-
tional events, the rightist leadership of
the Communist Party of Venezuela has been
making similar charges against our Party.
The proimperialist oligarchy says that we
interfere in the internal affairs of Ven-
ezuela, and the rightist Party leadership
that we interfere in the internal affairs
of the Party in Venezuela. This is not at
all a strange coincidence between reac-
tionaries and rightists!

We have had to bring along a good
number of papers, including numerous dis-
patches from various news agencies. And,
following chronological order as much as
possible, we are going to read the most
important items appearing in these dis-
patches, which give a better idea of the
sequence of events.

This first dispatch is datelined
"Caracas, March 1 (AFP): Dr. Julio Iri-
barren Borges, former Social Security Di-
rector and brother of Foreign Minister
Ignacio Iribarren Borges, was kidnapped
here this morning. The kidnapping was
perpetrated by three extremist elements
armed with pistols who forced him into a
vehicle which then drove off at full
speed. "

"Police authorities," the dispatch
says further on, "presume the extremists
to be young members of the so-called
Armed Forces of National Liberation. The
authorities have reinforced security mea-
sures to draw a tighter ring around the
kidnappers, who may be hidden somewhere
in the city."

Naturally, I am not reading the
complete text of these dispatches, but
rather paragraphs containing the essen-
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tial items; many of the cables merely re-
peat the news, more or less, in one way
or another.

"Caracas, March 1 (AP): A well-
known Venezuelan public figure, Julio
Iribarren Borges, brother of the Minister
of Foreign Relations, disappeared today
in mysterious circumstances.

"Julio Iribarren Borges is one of
the most controversial figures of Vene-
zuela due to the fact that he recently
increased the Social Security tax. Begin-
ning January 1, workers and employees
have been paying a considerably higher
contribution, while the promised expan-
sion of social services has not gone into
effect.

"A television commentator said
that if the extremists did this, it is
easy to imagine why they kidnapped Iri-
barren Borges, perhaps the most hated man
in Venezuela at this time. They would
prefer to kidnap him rather than a more
appealing public figure." This is what
the AP dispatch says.

Now: "Caracas, March 3 (AP): Julio
Iribarren Borges, who disappeared Wednes-
day morning, was found dead about 24 ki-
lometers from Caracas, police sources re-
ported tonight.

"The police sources said that the
body of Iribarren Borges, found near the
Venezuelan Scientific Institute, had
three bullet wounds in the back. Many
leaflets, signed by the so-called Armed
Forces of National Liberation (FALN),
reading 'We have three other political
leaders on the list,' were found near the
body."

"Caracas, March 4 (UPI)." Refer-
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ring to the burial of Iribarren Borges,
this dispatch contains a statement of the
former Minister of the Interior of the
government of Venezuela, which reads as
follows:

"'"This is Cuban Prime Minister Fi-
del Castro with his methods in Venezuela,
former Interior Minister and present
leader of the parliamentary fraction of
the government party, Accibébn Democrética,
Carlos Andrés Pérez, declared to United
Press International. 'The time has come
for Venezuela and all the countries of
Latin America to decide to do something
about Cuba,' he added."

They Are Trying to Involve Cuba

"Caracas, March 4 (AP): Forty-
eight hours after reestablishing consti-
tutional guarantees, the government de-
cided today to suspend them again follow-
ing the assassination of Julio Iribarren
Borges, outstanding public figure and
brother of the Foreign Minister, who was
found dead near Caracas last night.

"The decision, taken in a Cabinet
meeting held after noon today, was an-
nounced this evening by Reinaldo Mora,
Minister of the Interior. This measure
will serve to restrain the excesses com-
mitted under the stimulus of foreign
ideas promoted from abroad by the dicta-
torship that took power in Cuba."

"Caracas, March 4 (AFP): Héctor
Mujica, member of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Venezuela, en-
ergetically condemned today the assassi-
nation of Dr. Julio Iribarren, who died
sometime between last Wednesday and Fri-
day.



"Mujica, a lawyer and professor at
the Central University of Caracas, refer-
red to the crime, affirming that his
Party categorically and unequivocally
condemns this method of struggle, since
it has nothing to do with either the rev-
olution or the defense of the popular
cause. He added that he had wired condo-
lences this morning in his own name and
in that of his family to Foreign Minister
Ignacio Iribarren Borges, brother of the
victim."

"Caracas, March 5 (AFP): Communist
Party leaders Pompeyo MArquez, Guillermo
Garcia Ponce, and Teodoro Petkoff, who
made a rocambolesque escape through a
tunnel from the fortress of San Carlos in
this capital last February 6, condemned
the assassination of Dr. Julio Iribarren
Borges.

"In a document sent to the nation-
al press as an official declaration of
the Communist Party of Venezuela, the fu-
gitives declared that personal assaults
and methods of struggle considered char-
acteristic of anarchy and terrorism not
only are unrevolutionary, but damage the
cause, and therefore merit repudiation."”

"On Monday, March 6, 1967, the
daily Granma carried declarations by Ma-
Jor Elias Manuitt on the execution of
Iribarren in Caracas. The headline read,
and we quote: 'Declarations of Major
Elias Manuitt on the execution of Iribar-
ren in Caracas.'

"The text of the declaration reads
as follows: The government of Rail Leoni,
in a new demonstration of its growing
weakness and fear produced by the numer-
ous blows received from the revolutionary
forces, has Just decreed a new suspension
of constitutional guarantees, using as a
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pretext the recent execution of Julio Iri-
barren Borges.

"Recently, on the occasion of the
disappearance and assassination of the
revolutionary leaders Andrés Pasquier and

Felipe Malaver by the AD (Accién Democré-
tica) Government, the National Command of
the FLN-FALN of Venezuela issued a commu-
niqué stating that, for every combatant
of the revolutionary movement assassi-
nated by the government, the patriotic
forces would answer with the application
of revolutionary justice to three govern-
ment personages, accomplices of the re-
pression and misery prevailing in our
country, governed by traitors in the ser-
vice of the Yankees.

"In the cases of various missing
members of the revolutionary movement,
later proven to have been assassinated by
the government, nothing has come of ap-
peals to the regular courts of justice of
our country, or of requests for informa-
tion on their whereabouts, or of declara-
tions to the press made by the mothers
and wives of the missing persons.

"For these reasons, as the broad-
sides circulating in Caracas proclaim,
our movement decided to apply revolution-
ary justice to Julio Iribarren Borges,
important government figure and accom-
plice in the deceit and excesses commit-
ted against the workers of Venezuela
through the obligatory Social Security,
which Iribarren directed until a few days
ago and from where, moreover, he worked
as a spy and an informer for DIGEPCL.
Many innocent Social Security employees
and functionaries have been imprisoned as
a result of the espionage and informing
carried on by Iribarren Borges in that
body as one more DIGEPOL agent.
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"With each application of revolu-
tionary justice, the assassins of the ty-
rannical government find no lack of echo
to their laments among their followers
and even among those who pretend to be
neutral or in the camp of the opposition.
But the people support and hail each one
of these actions.

"We will continue to fight a war
to the death against the enemies of our
people, whether they are directly or in-
directly implicated in the situation ex-
isting in Venezuela.

"None of Leoni's repressive mea-
sures, the new suspension of constitu-
tional guarantees, the arrests, the tor-
tures, and the assassinations will be of
any avail. The people of Venzuela are no
longer helpless; they have an armed van-
guard, firmly consequent and decisive,
that will protect them at all times,
avenge their dead and lead them to final
victory, which is no other than their de-
finitive and total independence.

"Fight until Victory or Death!™"

"Major Elias Manuitt Camero, Pres-
ident of the National Command FIN-FAIN of
Venezuela, Havana, March 4, 1967."

Leoni Attempts to Accuse Us

"Caracas, March 6 (AP): Today the
investigations seeking to throw light on
the assassination of Julio Iribarren Bor-
ges are continuing, and it is stated that
one student and a key figure in the case
have been arrested. A version is also cir-
culating to the effect that Iribarren was
friendly with an individual connected
with certain ringleaders of a right-wing
coup plotted from the Ramos Varde garri-
son last October. According to that ver-
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sion, the friend informed Iribarren Bor-
ges of the plot, and the latter denounced
it. A police source stated that it is
reasonable to assume that groups of this
sector wanted vengeance.'"

"Washington, March 7 (AP): Caracas
news sources announced tonight that the
government of President Ratl Leoni has
arrived at the conclusion that the plans
for the assassination and other acts of
terrorism against the people of Venezuela,
committed in the country with the full
support of the Cuban government, consti-
tute a flagrant violation of intermation-
al morality and order."

"Caracas, March 7 (AP): The Minis-
ter of the Interior, Reinaldo Leandro
Mora, directly accused Cuba today of the
kidnapping and assassination of a Venezu-
elan public figure. He added that the
government may begin diplomatic action
within the Organization of American
States.

"'The criminal acts of political
terrorism are prepared, directed and fi-
nanced in the Cuba of Fidel Castro,' said
Leandro Mora.

"Yesterday, in Havana, the Venezu-
elan leader of the so-called Armed Forces
of National Liberation, Elias Manuitt
Camero, said in a public communiqué that
the FALN assumed full responsibility for
the kidnapping and assassination of Iri-
barren Borges.

"'This reveals,' declared Leandro
Mora today, 'that the participants are
not only delinguents, but are protected
as well by a delinquent government.'
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"The Minister made his declaration
moments before entering a routine Cabinet
meeting in the Presidential Palace of
Miraflores.

"The Minister was asked if Vene-
zuela is considering the possibility of
making new charges against the Castro re-
gime in Havana within the Organization of
American States. 'It is possible that the
current Cabinet will consider such a pos-
sibility,' replied Leandro Mora."

"Caracas, March 7 (AP): President
Ratil Leoni and his Cabinet decided today
to begin diplomatic action against Cuba
for aid to and instigation of acts of vi-
olence against Venezuela, and will per-
haps take the matter to the United Na-
tions.

"The decision, announced by Manuel
Mantilla, Presidential Secretary, is re-
lated to the kidnapping and assassination
of Julio Iribarren Borges, brother of the
Minister of Foreign Relations.

"'The matter must be taken before
the United Nations, since Cuba does not
belong to the Organization of American
States,' stated Prieto Figueroa, The
charges are based on the fact that the
official news organ of Cuba published a
communiqué of the so-called Armed Forces
of National Liberation, in which these
assumed responsibility for the kidnapping
and assassination of Iribarren Borges.'

"Prior to the meeting, Reinaldo
Leandro Mora, Minister of the Interior,
had charged Cuba directly with the crime
and expressed the possibility that Vene-
zuela might decide to take diplomatic
action against Cuba."
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"Caracas, March 8 (ANSA): While
the government wages an intense battle to
wipe out terrorism in the country, both
through security measures within the na-
tion, and through action abroad before
international organizations, according to
announcements made yesterday by members
of the government of Venezuela, terror-
ists have also stepped up their activi-
ties. As a sequel to the spectacular kid-
napping and assassination of the Foreign
Minister's brother last week, for which
responsibility has been assumed by mem-
bers of the extremist organization, Armed
Forces of National Liberation, new epi-
sodes took place today."

And it goes on to relate several
incidents. Referring to some of them, it
says:

"According to police reports six
men armed with machine guns appeared at
the home of an Army guide who had been
sentenced to die by the armed groups
which operate in the mountains of Boconb.
Detachments of police and antiguerrilla
command forces of this region have been
sent to the foothills of the Bocond moun-
tains in search of the armed groups.

"Finally, there is the disappear-
ance of an official of the Defense Minis-
try's Organization and Liaison Command, &
fellow worker of Dr. Alfredo Seijas, the
Police counselor who was assassinated
three weeks ago by terrorists in Caracas.”

"Caracas, March 8 (AP): Apparently
Venezuela will launch a diplomatic offen-
sive against the Government of Fidel Cas-
tro in the United Nations, on grounds of
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aggression. Evidently, this diplomatic
action will be taken up within the Orga-
nization of American States and then ex-
tended to individual countries.

"'Tt is logical to assume that we
will submit this matter to the United Na-
tions, but it should be remembered that
Venezuelan foreign policy is based on the
proposition that regional organization
should be strengthened,' a high govern-
ment official declared to the Associated
Press today.

"'The diplomatic offensive will be
three-pronged: through the OAS, bilateral
contacts, and last, but not least, Vene-
zuela will submit the matter to the
United Nations.

"'Obviously, we do not expect much
more from the OAS than an official con-
demnation. That would only have a moral
value,' said the high government official,
'but remember that morality is a weapon
invented by weak nations.'

"The same official said that the
OAS has already done everything that can
be done in connection with the Cuban case.
'The case of Cuba is closed in the OAS,'
a Foreign Ministry source said, 'Remember
that Cuba no longer is a member of the
Organization. Besides, Havana laughs at
anything the OAS may do.'

"It was stated that, among these
bilateral contacts, some are friendly na-
tions and others are not.

"Venezuela will apply pressure
mainly on the United Arab Republic to
have this nation suspend all official
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contacts with the Tricontinental Confer-
ence, which will possibly be held next
year at Cairo."

"According to a high-ranking gov-
ernment source, 'Venezuela will try to
force the Egyptian Government to define
its position: whether it wishes to main-
tain relations with Latin America in gen-
eral, or with Cuba in particular.'

"The Tricontinental Organization
consists of a General Secretariat and
eight secretaries, one of them a United
Arab Republic Government official. Vene-
zuela holds this is an untenable position.
The UAR will be asked to renounce its af-
filiation with the Tricontinental Organi-
zation which pledged in Cuba last year to
continue helping the Venezuelan insurrec-
tionists. The UAR will also be requested
to withdraw its petition that the next
conference be held in Cairo, according to
a high-level Venezuelan spokesman. "On a
bilateral basis, diplomatic measures will
be taken with respect to Mexico, the
United States, Great Britain, the Soviet
Union, and the other four nations that
met in Bogotéd last August, that is, Co-
lombia, Chile, Ecuador and Peru.

"Venezuela will request a demon-—
stration of solidarity from Mexico. The
Venezuelan government is dissatisfied
with Mexico's refusal to break diplomatic
relations with Havana even after the O0AS
had condemned Cuba znd requested a2ll its
members to suspend relations with Fidel
Castro's regime.

"Venezuela will probably ask Wash-
ington's help in bringing pressure on the
countries the Venezuelan government
wishes to persuade. For example, it could
request the State Department to inform
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the Soviet Union as to Venezuela's posi-
tion. In addition, it could ask Washing-
ton to bring pressure upon Great Britain,
through credit guarantees, to persuade
the British to cease helping Cuba with
offers such as the construction of a
petrochemical complex.

"The AP was informed that Venezue-
la expects to have a Soviet Embassy in
Caracas in the hope that Moscow will
place more wvetrue on a doorway to Latin
America than on a blind alley in Havana.
Contact could be established with the
Soviet Union's representatives in the
United Nations or in Washington."

Apparently, the only thing these
gentlemen overlooked was to ask South
Viet Nam and North Viet Nam to cease
their fight against the Yankee imperial-
ists. (Applause.)

"Caracas, March 9 (AFP): The Com-
munist Party of Venezuela disclaims the
statement of Elias Manuitt Camero who, in
the name of the so-called National Liber-
ation Forces, credits that organization
with the murder of Dr. Julio Iribarren
Borges.

"A document of condemnation,
signed by Dr. Héctor Mujica, member of
the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of Venezuela, reads: 'Manuitt Ca-
mero's statements were as shocking as the
abominable crime itself.' It adds that it
is deplorable that Granma, the organ of a
fraternal Party, should lend itself to
the publication of such bombast.'"

"The document adds that anti-Cuban
feelings never existed among the people
of Venezuela and that now the enemies of
the Cuban Revolution are taking advantage
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of the opportunity to introduce such
feelings among them.

"The document emphasizes an un-
equivocal repudiation of the crime
against the brother of the Venezuelan
Minister and of the ranting declarations
of an ex-militant who was publicly ex-
pelled from the ranks of the Communist
Party for divisionist activities and
slackening of his political position. The
same action was applied to Douglas Bravo
(applause), Gregorio Lunar Mirquez, Fred-
dy Carqués, Francisco Prada and others
using the name of the national movement
of liberation.

The "Indispensable" Yankee Intervention

"The document ends exhorting the
democratic movement not to fall into con-
fusion or be swayed by the imperialist
provocation against Cuba in this new of-
fensive that divisionists and adventurers
expelled from the Communist Party will
take against Cuba."

"Miami, March 9 (AFP): 'At what
point will the patience of the govern-
ments of America with the abuses of Cas-
tro run out?' writes the Diario de las
Américas today about the death of the
brother of Venezuela's Foreign Minister.

"This newspaper, the most impor-
tant published in Spanish in the United
States, devotes today's editorial to the
death of Julio Iribarren Borges, under
the title of 'A New and Greater Monstros-
ity Every Time.'

"The editorial affirms that as
long as the crimes of the Castro-Communist
dictatorship against the Cuban people and
the citizens of other American countries
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do not meet their proper international
punishment, it can be said that this
chain of crimes will increase consider-
ably in number and in intensity."

"Caracas, March 9 (UPIl): Foreign
Minister Ignacio Iribarren Borges con-
sulted today with foreign diplomats on
the formal complaint that the Venezuelan
government plans to lodge against Commu-
nist Cuba before the Organization of
American States and possibly before the
United Nations.

"The Venezuelan government accused
Cuba of surreptitiously promoting the re-
surgence of terrorism in that country.

"President Ratl Leoni and his Cab-
inet stated yesterday that they were
studying the possibility of presenting
the complaint before international bodies.

"Iribarren Borges had an interview
yesterday with U.S. ambassador, Maurice
M. Bernbaum, and stated that he would
discuss the matter with other accredited
diplomatic delegations.

"The decision to present formal
accusations against Cuba arose from the
kidnapping and assassination of Julio
Iribarren Borges, ex-director of the So-
cial Security Institute and brother of
the Foreign Minister

"According to information from Ha-
vana early this week, the Armed Forces of
National Liberation (FAIN) boasted that
they were the authors of the assassina-
tion.

"After the 30-minute interview
with the Foreign Minister, Bernbaum con-
firmed that one of the subjects discussed
was the case of Venezuela against Cuba.
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