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Quotation from
Chairman Mao Tsetung

Marxist philosophy holds that the most
important problem does not lie in understand-
ing the laws of the objective world and thus
being able to explain it, but in applying the
knowledge of these laws actively to change the
world.
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EDITOR’S NOTE

Our great leader Chairman Mao points out: “Lib-
erate philosophy from the confines of the philosophers’
lecture rooms and textbooks, and turn it into a sharp
weapon in the hands of the masses.” Under the impact
of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, this great
call is changing into revolutionary reality.

The Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution has
settled accounts with the renegade, hidden traitor and
scab Liu Shao-chi for his eriminal attempt to kill the
study of philosophy by workers, peasants and soldiers.
The revolution has ended the long-term monopoly of
philosophic study by a handful of bourgeois intellec-
tuals and opened a broad prospect for the worker, peas-
ant and soldier masses’ living study and application of
Chairman Mao’s philosophic thinking. Now, the broad
masses of workers, peasants and soldiers fighting at the
forefront of the three great revolutionary movements —
class struggle, struggle for production and scientific ex-
periment — are eagerly studying and applying Chairman
Mao’s philosophic thinking in a living way to solve prac-
tical problems in the current revolutionary struggle.
They closely integrate their study with practice, study-
ing and applying repeatedly. The more they study, the
deeper their understanding and the better their appli-
cation. Materialist dialectics has become a sharp



weapon in their hands. They use this weapon to crit-
icize the bourgeoisie, revisionism and all kinds of
metaphysical ideas which obstruct revolution and
progress, use it to analyse and resolve contradictions in
the three great revolutionary movements, to educate
themselves, unite with comrades and strike at the
enemy. All this has given vigorous impulsé to the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, stimulated the
development of production, science and technology and
the transformation of people’s world outlook.

The broad masses of workers, peasants and soldiers
have written many excellent essays telling how they
study and apply Chairman Mao’s philosophic thinking
in their revolutionary struggle. The nine selected here
are only a small part. They are factual and reason
things out, are pungent in style and set forth a clear-cut
point of view. Vividly reflecting the rich gains of
China’s workers, peasants and soldiers from living study
and application of Chairman Mao’s philosophic think-
ing, they are eloquent proof that workers, peasants
and soldiers should and can master philosophy, and
thus declare total bankruptcy for the fallacy that
“philosophy is mysterious”.

For the workers, peasants and soldiers to occupy
the positions in philosophy, to study and apply philoso-
phy, is necessary to the revolution, to the struggle.
This is a great event on China’s political and ideological
front, an event of far-reaching significance in consoli-
dating the dictatorship of the proletariat, preventing
capitalist restoration and speeding socialist construc-
tion. A new upsurge in the mass movement for the



living study and application of Chairman Mao’s bril-
liant philosophic thinking is now emerging. We will
continue to see that once materialist dialectics becomes
a weapon in the hands of the working class and other
revolutionary masses, it turns into a mighty material
force uninterruptedly propelling forward the vigorous
development of China’s socialist revolution and socialist
construction.







STUDY CHAIRMAN MAO’S PHILOSOPHIC
THINKING WELL, CONSCIOUSLY
.REMOULD WORLD OUTLOOK

by Li Chang-mao

a worker of the Tientsin Second Woollen Mill

In making revolution we the working class must
study philosophy. The philosophic thinking of our great
leader Chairman Mao is a sharp weapon for us in waging
revolutionary struggle.  Chairman Mao Tsetung pointed
out in 1957: “We want gradually to disseminate dialec-
tics, and to ask everyone gradually to learn the use of
the scientific dialectical method.” Inspired by this great
call of Chairman Mao, about a dozen of us old workers
organized a philosophy study group in 1958.

During the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution I
joined the workers’ Mao Tsetung Thought propaganda
teams. I'd like to tell something of the experience I
gained in studying Chairman Mao’s philosophic thinking
to consciously remould my world outlook.

Work May Change But Not Ideological Remoulding

As a worker at the mill 1 often studied Chairman
Mao’s works together with my fellow workers and
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exchanged views with them. I paid close attention to
remoulding my ideology.

In the latter half of 1968, responding to Chairman
Mao’s great call “The working class must exercise leader-
ship in everything”, our workers’ Mao Tsetung Thought
propaganda teams entered schools and colleges in force.
I considered this a glorious task Chairman Mao had
given us and we must do it well. At first we dealt with
every matter ourselves whether important or trifling,
and we had our hands full. However, there was little
progress in our work, and the school hadn’t changed
much after a period of time. Also I found the work
taxed my health, which wasn’t very good, and I began
to think about “self”. It seemed to me the work was
too hard and after so much effort for quite a long time
I had achieved hardly any result worth mentioning. I
thought of returning to my old job at the mill where I
wouldn’t have to do so much thinking. Why not let
someone else take my place, “work in turns”? With
these problems in mind, I studied Chairman Mao’s great
teaching: “Our country has 700 million people, and the
working class is the leading class. It is essential to bring
into full play the leading role of the working class in
the great cultural revolution and in all fields of work.
On its part, the working class should always raise its
political consciousness in the course of struggle.” Chair-
man Mao’s brilliant teaching wisely points out for us the
dialectical relationship between changing the objective
world and at the same time changing one’s subjective
world. As Vice-Chairman Lin Piao instructs us: “We
must regard ourselves as an integral part of the revolu-
tionary force and at the same time constantly regard our-
selves as a target of the revolution.” I realized the reason
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why so many problems arose in my work and thinking
was that I was taking a one-sided view of Chairman
Mao’s great call, “The working class must exercise
leadership in everything”. I thought that now my work
had changed and I had come just to exercise leadership
in every matter. I thus failed to handle well the rela-
tionship between the motive force and the target of the
revolution. I became lax in remoulding my thinking and
regarded myself only as a motive force but not a target
of the revolution.- That was why, when confronted with
difficulties, I had.thought for a time of going back to
the mill and letting someone else take my place on the
team. .

With the deepening of the struggle-criticism-trans-
formation movement in the superstructure, our team was
busier, and my blood pressure rose again. I was getting
old, I thought, and my health was poor —I would be
eligible for retirement after a few more years of work
at the mill. Just then a study class was organized by the
district revolutionary committee to study the documents
of the Chinese Communist Party’s Ninth National Con-
gress. With my own problems in mind I made a serious
study of Chairman Mao’s great theory of continuing the
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat and
of the heroic spirit of fearing neither hardship nor death
displayed by our People’s Liberation Army men at Chen-
pao Island. The more I studied the more I realized that
ideas of “sitting back” and of ‘“retiring and going home”
were not right, and I tossed about for several nights un-
able to sleep. I recalled the suffering of the first half
of my life, how I had been treated like a draught animal
in the old society. It was Chairman Mao who had de-
livered me from the depths of misery. Now Chairman

7



Mao had issued a great call to us the working class to
occupy the superstructure permanently. Why hadn’t 1
put my whole heart into answering Chairman Mao’s call?
My conduct was unworthy of the trust placed in us by
our great leader Chairman Mao; I was failing to live up
to Chairman Mao’s expectations of the working class.
Fearing fatigue and tension was selfishness. Traces of
the evil influence of the renegade, hidden traitor and scab
Liu Shao-chi’s “philosophy of survival” were still in my
mind. I now felt that the idea of “packing up and leav-
ing” was not only wrong, but that it was even very dan-
gerous politically. Arriving at this conclusion, I took
Chairman Mao’s instruction “Fight self, criticize revi-
sionism” as my guide and severely criticized my personal
considerations at the study class and at the district meet-
ing of the workers’ Mao Tsetung Thought propaganda
teams. -

Through study I realized further that the motive
force of the revolution and target of the revolution con-
stitute a contradiction, are the two aspects which are in
opposition and yet identical; that in given conditions
these two aspects change into each other. Therefore, “In
making revolution we must also revolutionize ourselves.
Without revolutionizing ourselves, we cannot succeed in
making this revolution.” Without consciously fighting
self and criticizing revisionism, without regarding our-
selves as a target of the revolution, we could not accom-
plish the great historic task Chairman Mao had given us
to occupy and transform the superstructure. Failure to
revolutionize ourselves could affect Chairman Mao’s
great strategic plan; the motive force of revolution could
change into an obstacle in the way of revolution. I real-
ized that if we are to be a powerful motive force of the
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revolution we must consciously regard ourselves as a
target of the revolution. Only when we correctly regard
ourselves as a target of the revolution can we become its
powerful motive force. My work has changed from that
of a worker in a mill to that of a leader in a school, but
I can never stop remoulding my ideology. Only thus can
I go on making revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat, always making revolution, and be a staunch
proletarian revolutionary fighter.

Circumstances Change But the Style of Keeping
Close to the Masses Must Not

I was at a mill working with other workers before
I came to the district office of the workers’ propaganda
teams. Here I was assigned, together with other team
members, to lead the teachers and students in carrying
out the tasks of struggle-criticism-transformation in the
schools. The situation had changed. There was an enor-
mous amount of work to be done. From my first day in
the office I was swamped with work and failed to grasp
what was important. Over-anxious for quick success I
sometimes was busy all day, asking the workers’ prop-
aganda teams at the basic level for information, telephon-
ing the leading comrades of the teams to report and
discuss their work with me, taking up one matter one
minute and another the next, getting very little solid re-
sult. With this problem in mind I studied Chairman
Mao’s teaching: “Direct reliance on the revolutionary
masses is a basic principle of the Communist Party.” It
brought home to me that the reason for my inability to
do well after joining the workers’ propaganda teams was
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that I stayed in the office too much and went among the
masses too little; this was different from when I was in
the mill. I realized that my style of close consultation
with the masses must not change though my work situa-
tion might. I must make a more conscious effort and take
greater initiative in keeping close to and relying on the
broad revolutionary masses, which means understanding
and arousing them, arming them with Mao Tsetung
Thought, and fostering deep proletarian feeling with
them in the heat of the three great revolutionary move-
ments of class struggle, the struggle for production and
scientific experiment. Only by so doing can we truly
rely on the masses in making revolution. Once, as I was
about to telephone a cadre of a unit to come to my office
to report, I thought of Chairman Mao’s teaching. I put
the receiver down and went to the unit by bicycle, look-
ed up the comrade and discussed the work with him.
Another time, answering the call of the district revolu-
tionary committee to go to the grassroots units and work
at a selected spot, I went to a school to grasp typical
examples, sum up experience and find out their laws,
so as to advance the work of every unit of the district.
Consequently I not only unearthed many problems but,
by working together with the masses, I found solutions
to them. I was convinced that only by going among the
masses can we discover problems,- understand and cor-
rectly analyse them, and avoid blindly drawing simple
conclusions which are either absolutely affirmative or
absolutely negative.

Chairman Mao teaches us: “We Communists seek
not official posts, but revolution. Everyone of us must
be a thoroughgoing revolutionary in spirit and we must
never for a moment divorce ourselves from the masses.”

10
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In my new surroundings, besides my other work, I had
to receive many people, and I considered this a good
oppertunity to know them. I was sure that everyone
must have thought over his problems many times before
he came, so I should receive him warmly and help him
to solve them. It was a question of feeling towards the
masses and the fundamental question of attitude towards
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary line. A comrade from a
primary school once came and told me that he differed
with others on the decision concerning the principal of
the school, a Party member, whose activity in the Party

7 Vorgamzatlon had not been restored during the movement

of consolidating and building the Party. I felt that his
view certainly reflected that of a section of the masses.
In line with Chairman Mao’s great instruction to “work
carefully”, I called a- discussion meeting at the school
and got to know the question in detail through careful
investigation and study. On the basis of facts I finally
convinced the comrades who had objected to the prin-
cipal’s being restored to Party activities, and they with-
drew their objection.

Through practice I deeply realized that: “Direct
reliance on the revolutionary masses” is not simply a
question of method but an important aspect of Chairman
Mao’s proletarian revolutionary line, a vital question of
principle of continuing the revolution as well as an im-
portant criterion for judging leaders’ ideological revolu-
tionization. Only by going to the masses and becoming
one of them can leaders unite the vast majority. Chair-
man Mao teaches us: The proletariat “can and must unite
the everwhelming majority of people around itself so as
to isolate the handiul of enemies to the maximum and
attack them”. A leader, especially, must keep close
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contact with the masses, and the busier he is the deeper
he must go among them. The relation between leaders
and masses is like between fish and water. As soon as
leaders alienate themselves from the masses, they are
like fish out of water, and are bound to fail. Only in
maintaining close ties with the masses can one get good
results in remoulding oneself; only by painstakingly re-
moulding oneself can one maintain truly close ties with
the masses and serve the people still better. Under-
standing this law I shall always maintain the style of
keeping close ties with the masses no matter how my
work may change.

Position May Change But the Fine Qualities
of Working People Must Not

I had been an ordinary mill worker before I became
assistant chief at the office of the district workers’ Mao
Tsetung Thought propaganda teams. My position had
changed, and some comrades addressed me ‘“assistant
chief”. I warned myself not to forget that I was a worker
and servant of the people even though I was now called
by an official title. I constantly reminded myself that I
should carefully watch the struggle between the two
classes and the two lines and completely sweep away
the renegade Liu Shao-chi’s pernicious influence on
building political power. During the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution there have been many lessons of
this kind. Some old comrades committed serious mis-
takes because they had kept aloof from the masses and
avoided physical labour; they forgot their revolutionary

12



fighting life and the interests of the proletariat. Some
cadres from workers’ families fell captive to the bour-
geoisie because of their long separation from physical
labour and gradually became unused to hearing the roar-
ing of machines and wearing oily work-clothes; they
gradually alienated themselves from their class brothers
who had been oppressed and exploited as they had in the
old society. Shouldn’t I guard against all such things?
More and more I appreciated the absolute correctness of
the great leader Chairman Mao’s teaching: “Remain one
of the-common people while serving as an official.” I
should always preserve the fine qualities of the working
people. So every day I went to the office early to clean
the rooms, sweep the floor and light the stove in winter.
Someone said that these were small matters not to be
taken seriously,.but I thought differently. Small mat-
ters may have great significance. Matters, big or small,
are merely appearance and we must see through it to
the essence, must see the politics and the class struggle.
Why did I take every opportunity to do labour? I re-
gard labour as my duty. To take part in labour is not
a personal thing but a big matter of the proletariat and
of the Party. It is an important assurance for consolidat-
ing the political power and preventing and opposing re-
visionism,

With my position changed I particularly guard
against enjoying privileges in my daily life and work.
Chairman Mao teaches us: “With victory, certain moods
may grow within the Party — arrogance, the airs of a
self-styled hero, inertia and unwillingness to make
progress, love of pleasure and distaste for continued hard
living, With victory, the people will be grateful to us
and the bourgeoisie will come forward to flatter us. It
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has been proved that the enemy cannot conquer us by
force of arms. However, the flattery of the bourgeoisie
may conquer the weak-willed in our ranks. There may
be some Communists, who were not conquered by
enemies with guns and were worthy of the name of
herces for standing up to these enemies, but who cannot
withstand sugar-coated bullets; they wilt be defeated by
sugar-coated bullets.: We must guard against such a
situation.” ‘

I constantly check everything I do against this
teaching. After I came to the office of the workers’
propaganda teams, some comrades said to me: “Master
Li, you earn a good salary, you should get yourself some
better clothes and not always wear that same old blue
jacket.” I thought: no matter how much I earn I mustn’t
cast away the fine qualities of the working people.
This is indeed an important matter! As soon as I saw a
few comrades on the teams becoming interested in eating
and dressing after they came to the schools, I sternly
warned them to watch themselves. Instead of consider-
ing big and small matters, new and old things, appear-
ance and essence in isolation, we must make concrete
analysis from the viewpoint of class struggle; otherwise
we may lose our bearings and throw away the fine quali-
ties of the working people, and turn into revisionists by

“peaceful evolution”.

The great leader Chamnan Mao teaches us: “In
given conditions, every contradictory aspect transforms
itself into its opposite.” All things are developing and
changing. Following the development of the revolution-
ary situatien, our circumstances, our positions and func-
tions in work change, and so does our ideology. To
change is absolute, not to change is relative. There are
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two possibilities; our ideology changes either for the
better or for the worse. If we follow the course guided
by Mao Tsetung Thought, we shall change for the better,
change to be more revolutionized. If we fall away from
the course of Mao Tsetung Thought, we shall change
for the worse, change into revisionists. Numerous facts
have testified to this truth. The three situations I men-
tioned above are, in fact, revolutionary changes, pro-
gressive changes; that is, under the new conditions we
will follow the direction charted by Chairman Mao to
consciously remould our world outlook, continue to make
revolution and go forward. :

To be genuine revolutionaries, we must  follow
Chairman Mao in making revolution all -our lives, arm
ourselves with  the . brilliant philosophic thinking of
Chairman Mao and raise our initiative in continuing the
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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ON CHANGE

by Piao Hsing-shu

Cbhairman of the Revolutionary Committee of the Chienkuo
Production Brigade, Tiehli County, Heilungkiang Province

I was an ordinary commune member and my pro-
duction team’s ox-cart driver. But during the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution the poor and lower-
middle peasants made me a leader, electing me chairman
of our brigade’s revolutionary committee and a standing
committee member of the county revolutionary com-
mittee. My position changed, my work changed, my
surroundings changed — would my thinking change too?
My own experience and study of Chairman Mao’s brilliant
philosophic thinking showed me that all things constantly
change and develop, and people’s thinking is no excep-
tion. Either you change for the better, or you change
for the worse. It is not possible to stay the same.

But at first I thought it was simple and easy to stay
unchanged. I felt that the poor and lower-middle peas-
ants elected me to a leading job because they trusted
me, so I must hold firmly the power they gave me and
exercise it well. I must never change, no matter what.
I also thought this way: I come from a poor peasant
family. We suffered terribly in the old society and
bitterly hate the exploiting classes. My mother is a
veteran Communist Party member and I joined the Party

16




at eighteen. I was born in a red cradle and grew up
under the red flag, as we say. Then in the Cultural
Revolution I carried the Quotations from Chairman
Mao Tsetung with me all the time, trying to do every-
thing as Chairman Mao teaches. I stayed close to the
poor and lower-middle peasants as we all followed
Chairman Mao to make revolution. This steeled and
tempered me. And now everywhere I could receive
education in Mao Tsetung Thought by reading news-
papers and listening to the radio. Besides, although I'd
taken up a leading job, I was still a man of the soil and
did farm work just like the other commune members.
My leadership job took me to the county headquarters
only two or three months a year. As long as I watched
my step, I thought, I wouldn’t change.

But things in this world aren’t so simple. OQur great
leader Chairman Mao teaches us: “In given conditions,
every contradictory aspect transforms itself into its
opposite.” Nothing could be more true.

Some events that occurred after I became a leader
made me understand this more deeply. In the brigade
office there are several benches, but only one chair.
Whoever came in first sat in the chair and nobody
thought anything about it. But as time passed the com-
mune members stopped sitting in it, no matter how early
they arrived. Why? Because every time I came into
the room I would sit in it. I'd become used to it. I
felt: I'm the head of a brigade of 1,800 people and it’s
only natural that I should sit in the chair. I'd connected
being a leader with sitting in the only chair! Didn’t this
show that deep in my heart I was beginning to feel
superior because I was a leader?

17



There was something else. In the beginning, when
work took me to the county, the comrades there would
call me “Hsiao Piao” (“Young Piao”). 1 was only
twenty-three and felt warm and pleased at this familiar
greeting. But as work put me in the public eye more
often, some people began calling me “committee member”
or “leader”. At first this formal address made me feel
uncomfortable; my face would get red with embarrass-
ment, and I was even irritated. But as time went on
I began to get used to it, and when the poor and lower-
middle peasants greeted me warmly and called me “Hsiao
Piao” I not only no longer felt any warmth, but was
displeased.

A chair or a bench, “committee member” or “Hsiao
Piao”? My changing attitude towards these small things
showed that I was changing in fundamental ways. Un-
consciously and imperceptibly I was already putting
myself in a position different from the masses.

Another thing also taught me a lesson. Last wmter
while I was on duty in the county, our brigade was work-
ing on an irrigation project. It was mid-winter and the
ground was frozen hard. A pick only made a dent; pro-
gress was slow. Why not blast with explosives? Without
further thought I spent 1,500 yuan for dynamite and
caps and phoned the brigade to send a cart over that
very night. We got back to the brigade before dawn.
But just as we were about to unload, the chairman of
the poor and lower-middle peasants’ association stepped
forward and said, “Don’t unload it?” Then he turned
to me and demanded, “Who told you to buy dynamite?”

“Nobody,” 1 answered.

“Who did you discuss it with?”

18






	img001.pdf
	img002.pdf
	img003.pdf
	img004.pdf
	img005.pdf
	img006.pdf
	img007.pdf
	img008.pdf
	img009.pdf
	img010.pdf
	img011.pdf
	img012.pdf
	img013.pdf
	img014.pdf
	img015.pdf
	img016.pdf
	img017.pdf
	img018.pdf
	img019.pdf
	img020.pdf
	img021.pdf
	img022.pdf
	img023.pdf
	img024.pdf
	img025.pdf
	img026.pdf

