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Quotation from 
Chairman Mao Tsetung 

Liberate philosophy from the confines of 
the philosophers' lecture rooms and textbooks, 
and turn it into a sharp weapon in the hands of 
the masses. 



Quotation from 
Chairman Mao Tsetung 

Marxist philosophy holds that the most 
important problem does not lie in understand
ing the laws of the objective world and thus 
being able to explain it, but in applying the 
knowledge of these laws actively to change the 
world. 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

O u r g r e a t l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t s o u t : " L i b 
erate philosophy from the confines of the philosophers' 
lecture rooms and textbooks, and turn it into a sharp 
weapon in the hands of the masses." U n d e r t h e i m p a c t 

of t h e G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n , t h i s g r e a t 

c a l l i s c h a n g i n g i n t o r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e a l i t y . 

T h e G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n h a s 

s e t t l e d a c c o u n t s w i t h t h e r e n e g a d e , h i d d e n t r a i t o r a n d 

s c a b L i u S h a o - c h i f o r h i s c r i m i n a l a t t e m p t t o k i l l t h e 

s t u d y of p h i l o s o p h y b y w o r k e r s , p e a s a n t s a n d s o l d i e r s . 

T h e r e v o l u t i o n h a s e n d e d t h e l o n g - t e r m m o n o p o l y o f 

p h i l o s o p h i c s t u d y b y a h a n d f u l o f b o u r g e o i s i n t e l l e c 

t u a l s a n d o p e n e d a b r o a d p r o s p e c t f o r t h e w o r k e r , p e a s 

a n t a n d s o l d i e r m a s s e s ' l i v i n g s t u d y a n d a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

C h a i r m a n M a o ' s p h i l o s o p h i c t h i n k i n g . N o w , t h e b r o a d 

m a s s e s o f w o r k e r s , p e a s a n t s a n d s o l d i e r s f i g h t i n g a t t h e 

f o r e f r o n t o f t h e t h r e e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e m e n t s — 

c l a s s s t r u g g l e , s t r u g g l e f o r p r o d u c t i o n a n d s c i e n t i f i c e x 

p e r i m e n t — a r e e a g e r l y s t u d y i n g a n d a p p l y i n g C h a i r m a n 

M a o ' s p h i l o s o p h i c t h i n k i n g i n a l i v i n g w a y t o s o l v e p r a c 

t i c a l p r o b l e m s i n t h e c u r r e n t r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . 

T h e y c l o s e l y i n t e g r a t e t h e i r s t u d y w i t h p r a c t i c e , s t u d y 

i n g a n d a p p l y i n g r e p e a t e d l y . T h e m o r e t h e y s t u d y , t h e 

d e e p e r t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d t h e b e t t e r t h e i r a p p l i 

c a t i o n . M a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s h a s b e c o m e a s h a r p 



weapon in their hands. They use this weapon to crit
icize the bourgeoisie, revisionism and all kinds of 
metaphysical ideas which obstruct^ revolution and 
progress, use it to analyse and resolve contradictions in 
the three great revolutionary movements, to educate 
themselves, unite with comrades and strike at the 
enemy. All this has given vigorous impulse to the 
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, stimulated the 
development of production, science and technology and 
the transformation of people's world outlook. 

The broad masses of workers, peasants and soldiers 
have written many excellent essays telling how they 
study and apply Chairman Mao's philosophic thinking 
in their revolutionary struggle. The nine selected here 
are only a small part. They are factual and reason 
things out, are pungent in style and set forth a clear-cut 
point of view. Vividly reflecting the rich gains of 
China's workers, peasants and soldiers from living study 
and application of Chairman Mao's philosophic think
ing, they are eloquent proof tha t workers, peasants 
and soldiers should and can master philosophy, and 
thus declare total bankruptcy for the fallacy that 
"philosophy is mysterious". 

For the workers, peasants and soldiers to occupy 
the positions in philosophy, to study and apply philoso
phy, is necessary to the revolution, to the struggle. 
This is a great event on China's political and ideological 
front, an event of far-reaching significance in consoli
dating the dictatorship of the proletariat, preventing 
capitalist restoration and speeding socialist construc
tion. A new upsurge in the mass miovement for the 



living study and application of Chairman Mao's bril
liant philosophic thinking is now emerging. We will 
continue to see that once materialist dialectics becomes 
a weapon in the hands of the working class and other 
revolutionary masses, it turns into a mighty material 
force uninterruptedly propelling forward the vigorous 
development of China's socialist revolution and socialist 
construction. 
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STUDY CHAIRMAN MAO'S PHILOSOPHIC 
THINKING WELL, CONSCIOUSLY 

REMOULD WORLD OUTLOOK 

by Li Chang-mao 

a worker of the Tientsin Second W o o l l e n M i l l 

I n m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n w e t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s m u s t 
s t u d y p h i l o s o p h y . T h e p h i l o s o p h i c t h i n k i n g o f o u r g r e a t 
l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o i s a s h a r p w e a p o n f o r u s i n w a g i n g 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e . C h a i r m a n M a o T s e t u n g p o i n t e d 
o u t i n 1 9 5 7 : " W e w a n t g r a d u a l l y t o d i s s e m i n a t e d i a l e c 
t i c s , a n d t o a s k e v e r y o n e g r a d u a l l y t o l e a r n t h e u s e o f 
t h e s c i e n t i f i c d i a l e c t i c a l m e t h o d . " I n s p i r e d b y t h i s g r e a t 
c a l l o f C h a i r m a n M a o , a b o u t a d o z e n o f u s o l d w o r k e r s 
o r g a n i z e d a p h i l o s o p h y s t u d y g r o u p i n 1 9 5 8 . 

D u r i n g t h e G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n I 
j o i n e d t h e w o r k e r s ' M a o T s e t u n g T h o u g h t p r o p a g a n d a 
t e a m s . I ' d l i k e t o t e l l s o m e t h i n g o f t h e e x p e r i e n c e I 
g a i n e d i n s t u d y i n g C h a i r m a n M a o ' s p h i l o s o p h i c t h i n k i n g 
t o c o n s c i o u s l y r e m o u l d m y w o r l d o u t l o o k . 

W o r k M a y C h a n g e B u t N o t I d e o l o g i c a l R e m o u l d i n g 

A s a w o r k e r a t t h e m i l l I o f t e n s t u d i e d C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s w o r k s t o g e t h e r w i t h m y f e l l o w w o r k e r s a n d 
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exchanged views with them. I paid close attention to 
remoulding my ideology. 

In the latter half of 1968, responding to Chairman 
Mao's great call "The working class must exercise leader
ship in everything", our workers' Mao Tsetung Thought 
propaganda teams entered schools and colleges in force. 
I considered this a glorious task Chairman Mao had 
given us and we must do it well. At first we dealt with 
every matter ourselves whether important or trifling, 
and we had our hands full. However, there was little 
progress in our work, and the school hadn't changed 
much after a period of time. Also I found the work 
taxed my health, which wasn't very good, and I began 
to think about "self". It seemed to me the work was 
too hard and after so much effort for quite a long time 
I had achieved hardly any result worth mentioning. I 
thought of returning to my old job at the mill where I 
wouldn't have to do so much thinking. Why not let 
someone else take my place, "work in turns"? With 
these problems in mind, I studied Chairman Mao's great 
teaching: "Our country has 700 million people, and the 
working class is the leading class. It is essential to bring 
into full play the leading role of the working class in 
the great cultural revolution and in all fields of work. 
On its part, the working class should always raise its 
political consciousness in the course of struggle." Chair
man Mao's brilliant teaching wisely points out for us the 
dialectical relationship between changing the objective 
world and at the same time changing one's subjective 
world. As Vice-Chairman Lin Piao instructs us: "We 
must regard ourselves as an integral part of the revolu
tionary force and at the same time constantly regard our
selves as a target of the revolution." I realized the reason 



w h y s o m a n y p r o b l e m s a r o s e i n m y w o r k a n d t h i n k i n g 
w a s t h a t I w a s t a k i n g a o n e - s i d e d v i e w o f C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s g r e a t c a l l , " T h e w o r k i n g c lass m u s t exercise 
leadership i n e v e r y t h i n g " . I t h o u g h t t h a t n o w m y w o r k 
h a d c h a n g e d a n d I h a d c o m e j u s t t o e x e r c i s e l e a d e r s h i p 
i n e v e r y m a t t e r . I t h u s f a i l e d t o h a n d l e w e l l t h e r e l a 
t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e m o t i v e f o r c e a n d t h e t a r g e t o f t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n . I b e c a m e l a x i n r e m o u l d i n g m y t h i n k i n g a n d 
r e g a r d e d m y s e l f o n l y a s a m o t i v e f o r c e b u t n o t a t a r g e t 
of t h e r e v o l u t i o n . T h a t w a s w h y , w h e n c o n f r o n t e d w i t h 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , I h a d j t h o u g h t for a t i m e o f g o i n g b a c k t o 
the m i l l a n d l e t t i n g s o m e o n e e l s e t a k e m y p l a c e o n t h e 
t e a m . 

W i t h t h e d e e p e n i n g o f t h e s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s 
f o r m a t i o n m o v e m e n t i n t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e , o u r t e a m w a s 
b u s i e r , a n d m y b l o o d p r e s s u r e r o s e a g a i n . I w a s g e t t i n g 
o l d , I t h o u g h t , a n d m y h e a l t h w a s p o o r — I w o u l d b e 
e l i g i b l e f o r r e t i r e m e n t a f t e r a f e w m o r e y e a r s o f w o r k 
a t t h e m i l l . J u s t t h e n a s t u d y c l a s s w a s o r g a n i z e d b y t h e 

d i s t r i c t r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o m m i t t e e t o s t u d y t h e d o c u m e n t s 
o f t h e C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y ' s N i n t h N a t i o n a l C o n 
g r e s s . W i t h m y o w n p r o b l e m s i n m i n d I m a d e a s e r i o u s 
s t u d y o f C h a i r m a n M a o ' s g r e a t t h e o r y o f c o n t i n u i n g t h e 

r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d 
o f t h e h e r o i c s p i r i t o f f e a r i n g n e i t h e r , h a r d s h i p n o r d e a t h 
d i s p l a y e d b y o u r P e o p l e ' s L i b e r a t i o n A r m y m e n a t C h e n -
p a o I s l a n d . T h e m o r e I s t u d i e d t h e m o r e I r e a l i z e d t h a t 
i d e a s o f " s i t t i n g b a c k " a n d o f " r e t i r i n g a n d g o i n g h o m e " 
w e r e n o t r i g h t , a n d I t o s s e d a b o u t f o r s e v e r a l n i g h t s u n 
a b l e t o s l e e p . I r e c a l l e d t h e s u f f e r i n g o f t h e f i r s t h a l f 
o f m y l i f e , h o w I h a d b e e n t r e a t e d l i k e a d r a u g h t a n i m a l , 
i n t h e o l d s o c i e t y . I t w a s C h a i r m a n M a o w h o h a d d e 
l i v e r e d m e f r o m t h e d e p t h s of m i s e r y . N o w C h a i r m a n 
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M a o h a d i s s u e d a g r e a t c a l l to u s t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s to 
o c c u p y t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e p e r m a n e n t l y . W h y h a d n ' t I 
p u t m y w h o l e h e a r t i n t o a n s w e r i n g C h a i r m a n M a o ' s c a l l ? 
M y c o n d u c t w a s u n w o r t h y o f t h e t r u s t p l a c e d i n u s by 
o u r g r e a t l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o ; I w a s f a i l i n g t o l i v e u p 
t o C h a i r m a n M a o ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
F e a r i n g f a t i g u e a n d t e n s i o n w a s s e l f i s h n e s s . T r a c e s o f 
t h e e v i l i n f l u e n c e o f t h e r e n e g a d e , h i d d e n t r a i t o r a n d s c a b 
L i u S h a o - c h i ' s " p h i l o s o p h y o f s u r v i v a l " w e r e s t i l l i n m y 
m i n d . I n o w f e l t t h a t t h e i d e a o f " p a c k i n g u p a n d l e a v 
i n g " w a s n o t o n l y w r o n g , b u t t h a t i t w a s e v e n v e r y d a n 
g e r o u s p o l i t i c a l l y . A r r i v i n g a t t h i s c o n c l u s i o n , I t o o k 
C h a i r m a n M a o ' s i n s t r u c t i o n " F i g h t self, crit icize r e v i 
s i o n i s m " a s m y g u i d e a n d s e v e r e l y c r i t i c i z e d m y p e r s o n a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a t t h e s t u d y c l a s s a n d a t t h e d i s t r i c t m e e t 
i n g o f t h e w o r k e r s ' M a o T s e t u n g T h o u g h t p r o p a g a n d a 
t e a m s . 

T h r o u g h s t u d y I r e a l i z e d f u r t h e r t h a t t h e m o t i v e 
f o r c e o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a n d t a r g e t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n c o n 
s t i t u t e a c o n t r a d i c t i o n , a r e t h e t w o a s p e c t s w h i c h a r e i n 
o p p o s i t i o n a n d y e t i d e n t i c a l ; t h a t i n g i v e n c o n d i t i o n s 
t h e s e t w o a s p e c t s c h a n g e i n t o e a c h o t h e r . T h e r e f o r e , " I n 
m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n w e m u s t a l s o r e v o l u t i o n i z e o u r s e l v e s . 
W i t h o u t r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g o u r s e l v e s , w e c a n n o t s u c c e e d i n 
m a k i n g t h i s r e v o l u t i o n . " W i t h o u t c o n s c i o u s l y f i g h t i n g 
s e l f a n d c r i t i c i z i n g r e v i s i o n i s m , w i t h o u t r e g a r d i n g o u r 
s e l v e s a s a t a r g e t o f the r e v o l u t i o n , w e c o u l d n o t a c c o m 
p l i s h t h e g r e a t h i s t o r i c t a s k C h a i r m a n M a o h a d g i v e n u s 
t o o c c u p y a n d t r a n s f o r m t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . F a i l u r e t o 
r e v o l u t i o n i z e o u r s e l v e s c o u l d a f f e c t C h a i r m a n M a o ' s 
g r e a t s t r a t e g i c p l a n ; t h e m o t i v e f o r c e o f r e v o l u t i o n c o u l d 
c h a n g e i n t o a n o b s t a c l e i n t h e w a y o f r e v o l u t i o n . I r e a l 
i z e d t h a t i f w e a r e to be a p o w e r f u l m o t i v e f o r c e of t h e 
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r e v o l u t i o n w e m u s t c o n s c i o u s l y r e g a r d o u r s e l v e s a s a 
t a r g e t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n . O n l y w h e n w e c o r r e c t l y r e g a r d 
o u r s e l v e s a s a t a r g e t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n c a n w e b e c o m e i t s 
p o w e r f u l m o t i v e f o r c e . M y w o r k h a s c h a n g e d f r o m t h a t 
o f a w o r k e r i n a m i U t o t h a t o f a l e a d e r i n a s c h o o l , b u t 
I c a n n e v e r s t o p r e m o u l d i n g m y i d e o l o g y . O n l y t h u s c a n 
I g o o n m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t , a l w a y s m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n , a n d b e a s t a u n c h 
p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y f i g h t e r . 

Circumstances C h a n g e But the Style of K e e p i n g 
Close to the Masses Must Not 

I w a s a t a m i l l w o r k i n g w i t h o t h e r w o r k e r s b e f o r e 
I c a m e t p t h e d i s t r i c t o f f i c e o f t h e w o r k e r s ' p r o p a g a n d a 
t e a m s . H e r e I w a s a s s i g n e d , t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r t e a m 
m e m b e r s , t o l e a d t h e t e a c h e r s a n d s t u d e n t s i n c a r r y i n g 
o u t t h e t a s k s o f s t r u g g l e - c r i t i c i s m - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t h e 
s c h o o l s . T h e s i t u a t i o n h a d c h a n g e d . T h e r e w a s a n e n o r 
m o u s a m o u n t o f w o r k t o b e d o n e . F r o m m y f i r s t d a y i n 
t h e o f f i c e I w a s s w a m p e d w i t h w o r k a n d f a i l e d t o g r a s p 
w h a t w a s i m p o r t a n t . O v e r - a n x i o u s f o r q u i c k s u c c e s s I 
s o m e t i m e s w a s b u s y a l l d a y , a s k i n g t h e w o r k e r s ' p r o p 
a g a n d a t e a m s a t t h e b a s i c l e v e l f o r i n f o r m a t i o n , t e l e p h o n 
i n g t h e l e a d i n g c o m r a d e s o f t h e t e a m s t o r e p o r t a n d 
d i s c u s s t h e i r w o r k w i t h m e , t a k i n g u p o n e m a t t e r o n e 
m i n u t e a n d a n o t h e r t h e n e x t , g e t t i n g v e r y l i t t l e s o l i d r e 
s u l t . W i t h t h i s p r o b l e m i n m i n d I s t u d i e d C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s t e a c h i n g : " D i r e c t r e l i a n c e on the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
masses is a basic p r i n c i p l e of the C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . " I t 
b r o u g h t h o m e t o m e t h a t t h e r e a s o n f o r m y i n a b i l i t y t o 
d o w e l l after j o i n i n g t h e w o r k e r s ' p r o p a g a n d a t e a m s w a s 
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t h a t I s t a y e d i n t h e o f f i c e t o o m u c h a n d w e n t a m o n g t h e 
m a s s e s t o o l i t t l e ; t h i s w a s d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h e n I w a s i n 
t h e m i l l . I r e a l i z e d t h a t m y s t y l e o f c l o s e c o n s u l t a t i o n 
w i t h t h e m a s s e s m u s t n o t c h a n g e t h o u g h m y w o r k s i t u a 
t i o n m i g h t . I m u s t m a k e a m o r e c o n s c i o u s e f f o r t a n d t a k e 
g r e a t e r i n i t i a t i v e i n k e e p i n g c l o s e t o a n d r e l y i n g o n t h e 
b r o a d r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s e s , w h i c h m e a n s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
a n d a r o u s i n g t h e m , a r m i n g t h e m w i t h M a o T s e t u n g 
T h o u g h t , a n d f o s t e r i n g d e e p p r o l e t a r i a n f e e l i n g w i t h 
t h e m i n t h e h e a t o f t h e t h r e e g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y m o v e 
m e n t s o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e , t h e s t r u g g l e f o r p r o d u c t i o n a n d 
s c i e n t i f i c e x p e r i m e n t . O n l y b y s o d o i n g c a n w e t r u l y 
r e l y o n t h e m a s s e s i n m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n . O n c e , a s I w a s 
a b o u t t o t e l e p h o n e a c a d r e o f a u n i t t o c o m e t o m y o f f i c e 
t o r e p o r t , I t h o u g h t o f C h a i r m a n M a o ' s t e a c h i n g . I p u t 
t h e r e c e i v e r d o w n a n d w e n t t o t h e u n i t b y b i c y c l e , l o o k 
e d u p t h e c o m r a d e a n d d i s c u s s e d t h e w o r k w i t h h i m . 
A n o t h e r t i m e , a n s w e r i n g t h e c a l l o f t h e d i s t r i c t r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y c o m m i t t e e t o g o t o t h e g r a s s r o o t s u n i t s a n d w o r k 
a t a s e l e c t e d s p o t , I w e n t t o a s c h o o l t o g r a s p t y p i c a l 
e x a m p l e s , s u m u p e x p e r i e n c e a n d f i n d o u t t h e i r l a w s , 
s o a s t o a d v a n c e t h e w o r k o f e v e r y u n i t o f t h e d i s t r i c t . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y I n o t o n l y u n e a r t h e d m a n y p r o b l e m s b u t , 
b y w o r k i n g t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e m a s s e s , I f o u n d s o l u t i o n s 
t o t h e m . I w a s c o n v i n c e d t h a t o n l y b y g o i n g a m o n g t h e 
m a s s e s c a n w e d i s c o v e r p r o b l e m s , u n d e r s t a n d a n d c o r 
r e c t l y a n a l y s e t h e m , a n d a v o i d b l i n d l y d r a w i n g s i m p l e 
c o n c l u s i o n s w h i c h a r e e i t h e r a b s o l u t e l y a f f i r m a t i v e o r 
a b s o l u t e l y n e g a t i v e . 

C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s : " W e C o m m u n i s t s seek 
n o t o f f i c i a l posts, but revolution. E v e r y o n e of us m u s t 
be a thoroughgoing r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n spiri t a n d w e m u s t 
never for a moment divorce ourselves from t h e m a s s e s . " 
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I n m y n e w s u r r o u n d i n g s , b e s i d e s m y o t h e r w o r k , I h a d 
t o r e c e i v e m a n y p e o p l e , a n d I c o n s i d e r e d t h i s a g o o d 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o k n o w t h e m . I w a s s u r e t h a t e v e r y o n e 
m u s t h a v e t h o u g h t o v e r h i s p r o b l e m s m a n y t i m e s b e f o r e 
h e c a m e , s o I s h o u l d r e c e i v e h i m w a r m l y a n d h e l p h i m 
t o s o l v e t h e m . I t w a s a q u e s t i o n o f f e e l i n g t o w a r d s t h e 
m a s s e s a n d t h e f u n d a m e n t a l q u e s t i o n o f a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
C h a i r m a n M a o ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e . A c o m r a d e f r o m a 
p r i m a r y s c h o o l o n c e c a m e a n d t o l d m e t h a t h e d i f f e r e d 
w i t h o t h e r s o n t h e d e c i s i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r i n c i p a l o f 
t h e s c h o o l , a P a r t y m e m b e r , w h o s e a c t i v i t y i n t h e P a r t y 
o r g a a i i z a t i o n h a d n o t b e e n r e s t o r e d d u r i n g t h e m o v e m e n t 
of c o n s o l i d a t i n g a n d b u i l d i n g t h e P a r t y . I f e l t t h a t h i s 
v i e w c e r t a i n l y r e f l e c t e d t h a t o f a s e c t i o n o f t h e m a s s e s . 
I n l i n e w i t h C h a i r m a n M a o ' s g r e a t i n s t r u c t i o n t o " w o r k 
careful ly", I c a l l e d a d i s c u s s i o n m e e t i n g a t t h e s c h o o l 
a n d g o t t o k n o w t h e q u e s t i o n i n d e t a i l t h r o u g h c a r e f u l 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d s t u d y . O n t h e b a s i s o f f a c t s I f i n a l l y 
c o n v i n c e d t h e c o m r a d e s w h o h a d o b j e c t e d t o t h e p r i n 
c i p a l ' s b e i n g r e s t o r e d t o P a r t y a c t i v i t i e s , a n d t h e y w i t h 
d r e w t h e i r o b j e c t i o n . 

T h r o u g h p r a c t i c e I d e e p l y r e a l i z e d t h a t : " D i r e c t 
reliance on the r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s e s " i s n o t s i m p l y a 
q u e s t i o n o f m e t h o d b u t a n i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t o f C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e , a v i t a l q u e s t i o n o f 
p r i n c i p l e o f c o n t i n u i n g t h e r e v o l u t i o n a s w e l l a s a n i m 
p o r t a n t c r i t e r i o n f o r j u d g i n g l e a d e r s ' i d e o l o g i c a l r e v o l u -
t i o n i z a t i o n . O n l y b y g o i n g t o t h e m a s s e s a n d b e c o m i n g 
o n e o f t h e m c a n l e a d e r s u n i t e t h e vast m a j o r i t y . C h a i r 
m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s : T h e p r o l e t a r i a t " c a n a n d m u s t u n i t e 
the o v e r w h e l m i n g m a j o r i t y of people a r o u n d i tself so as 
to isolate the h a n d f u l of enemies to t h e m a x i m u m a n d 
attack t h e m " . A l e a d e r , e s p e c i a l l y , m u s t k e e p c l o s e 
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contact with the masses, and the busier he is the deeper 
he must go among them. The relation between leaders 
and masses is like between fish and water. As soon as 
leaders alienate themselves from the masses, they are 
like fish out of water, and are bound to faU. Only in 
maintaining close ties with the masses can one get good 
results in remoulding oneself; only by painstakingly re
moulding oneself can one maintain truly close ties with 
the masses and serve the people still better. Under
standing this law I shall always maintain the style of 
keeping close ties with the masses no mat ter how my 
work may change. 

Position May Change But the Fine Qualities 
of Working People Must Not 

I had been an ordinary mill worker before I became 
assistant chief at the office of the district workers ' Mao 
Tsetung Thought propaganda teams. My position had 
changed, and some comrades addressed me "assistant 
chief". I warned myself not to forget that I was a worker 
and servant of the people even though I was now called 
by an official title. I constantly reminded myself that I 
should carefully watch the struggle between the two 
classes and the two lines and completely sweep away 
the renegade Liu Shao-chi's pernicious influence on 
building political power. During the Great Proletarian 
Cultural Revolution there have been many lessons of 
this kind. Some old comrades committed serious mis
takes because they had kept aloof from the masses and 
avoided physical labour; they forgot their revolutionary 
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f i g h t i n g l i f e a n d t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . S o m e 
c a d r e s f r o m w o r k e r s ' f a m i l i e s f e l l c a p t i v e t o t h e b o u r r 
g e o i s i e b e c a u s e o f t h e i r l o n g s e p a r a t i o n f r o m p h y s i c a l 
l a b o u r a n d g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e u n u s e d t o h e a r i n g t h e r o a r 
i n g o f m a c h i n e s a n d w e a r i n g o i l y w o r k - c l o t h e s ; t h e y 
g r a d u a l l y a l i e n a t e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e i r c l a s s b r o t h e r s 
w h o h a d b e e n o p p r e s s e d a n d e x p l o i t e d a s t h e y h a d i n t h e 
o l d s o c i e t y . S h o u l d n ' t I g u a r d a g a i n s t a l l s u c h t h i n g s ? 
M o r e a n d m o r e I a p p r e c i a t e d t h e a b s o l u t e c o r r e c t n e s s o f 
t h e g r e a t l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o ' s t e a c h i n g : " R e m a i n one 
of the common people w h i l e s e r v i n g as a n off icial ." I 
s h o u l d a l w a y s p r e s e r v e t h e f i n e q u a l i t i e s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
p e o p l e . S o e v e r y d a y I w e n t t o t h e o f f i c e e a r l y t o c l e a n 
t h e r o o m s , s w e e p t h e f l o o r a n d l i g h t t h e s t o v e i n w i n t e r . 
S o m e o n e s a i d t h a t t h e s e w e r e s m a l l m a t t e r s n o t t o b e 
t a k e n s e r i o u s l y , , b u t I t h o u g h t d i f f e r e n t l y . S m a l l m a t 
t e r s m a y h a v e g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e . M a t t e r s , b i g o r s m a l l , 
a r e m e r e l y a p p e a r a n c e a n d w e m u s t s e e t h r o u g h i t t o 
t h e e s s e n c e , m u s t s e e t h e p o l i t i c s a n d t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 
W h y d i d I t a k e e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y t o d o l a b o u r ? I r e 
g a r d l a b o u r a s m y d u t y . T o t a k e p a r t i n l a b o u r i s n o t 
a p e r s o n a l t h i n g b u t a b i g m a t t e r o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d 
o f t h e P a r t y . I t i s a n i m p o r t a n t a i s s u r a n c e f o r c o n s o l i d a t 
i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l p o w e r a n d p r e v e n t i n g a n d o p p o s i n g r e 
v i s i o n i s m . 

W i t h m y p o s i t i o n c h a n g e d I p a r t i c u l a r l y g u a r d 
a g a i n s t e n j o y i n g p r i v i l e g e s i n m y d a i l y l i f e a n d w o r k . 
C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s : " W i t h victory, c e r t a i n moods 
m a y grow w i t h i n the P a r t y — arrogance, the a i r s of a 
self-styled hero, i n e r t i a a n d u n w i l l i n g n e s s to m a k e 
progress, love of pleasure a n d distaste for continued h a r d 
l iving. W i t h victory, the people w i l l be grateful to us 
a n d the bourgeoisie w i l l come f o r w a r d to flatter us. I t 
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has been proved that the enemy cannot conquer us by 
force of arms. However, the flattery of the bourgeoisie 
may conquer the weak-willed in our ranks. There may 
be some Communists, who were not conquered by 
enemies with guns and were worthy of the name of 
heroes for standing up to these enemies, but who cannot 
withstand sugar-coated bullets; they will be defeated by 
sugar-coated bullets. We must guard against such a 
situation." 

I c o n s t a n t l y c h e c k e v e r y t h i n g I d o a g a i n s t t h i s 
t e a c h i n g . A f t e r I c a m e t o t h e o f f i c e o f t h e w o r k e r s ' 
p r o p a g a n d a t e a m s , s o m e c o m r a d e s s a i d t o m e : " M a s t e r 
L i , y o u e a r n a g o o d s a l a r y , y o u s h o u l d g e t y o u r s e l f s o m e 
b e t t e r c l o t h e s a n d n o t a l w a y s w e a r t h a t s a m e o l d b l u e 
j a c k e t . " I t h o u g h t : n o m a t t e r h o w m u c h I e a r n I m u s t n ' t 
c a s t a w a y t h e f i n e q u a l i t i e s o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e . 
T h i s i s i n d e e d a n i m p o r t a n t m a t t e r ! A s s o o n a s I s a w a 
f e w c o m r a d e s o n t h e t e a m s b e c o m i n g i n t e r e s t e d i n e a t i n g 
a n d d r e s s i n g a f t e r t h e y c a m e t o t h e s c h o o l s , I s t e r n l y 
w a r n e d t h e m t o w a t c h t h e m s e l v e s . I n s t e a d o f c o n s i d e r 
i n g b i g a n d s m a l l m a t t e r s , n e w a n d o l d t h i n g s , a p p e a r 
a n c e a n d e s s e n c e i n i s o l a t i o n , w e m u s t m a k e c o n c r e t e 
a n a l y s i s f r o m t h e v i e w p o i n t o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e ; o t h e r w i s e 
w e m a y l o s e o u r b e a r i n g s a n d t h r o w a w a y t h e f i n e q u a l i 
t i e s o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e , a n d t u r n i n t o r e v i s i o n i s t s b y 
" p e a c e f u l e v o l u t i o n " . 

T h e g r e a t l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o t e a c h e s u s : "In 
given conditions, every contradictory aspect transforms 
itself into its opposite." A l l t h i n g s a r e d e v e l o p i n g a n d 
c h a n g i n g . F o l l o w i n g t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y s i t u a t i o n , o u r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o u r p o s i t i o n s a n d f u n c 
t i o n s i n w o r k c h a n g e , a n d s o d o e s o u r i d e o l o g y . T o 
c h a n g e i s a b s o l u t e , n o t t o c h a n g e i s r e l a t i v e . T h e r e a r e 
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two possibilities; our ideology changes either for the 
better or for the worse. If we follow the course guided 
by Mao Tsetung Thought, we shall change for the better, 
change,to be more revolutionized. If we fall away from 
the course of Mao Tsetung Thought, we shall change 
for the worse, change into revisionists. Numerous facts 
have testified to this truth. The three situations I men
tioned above are, in fact, revolutionary changes, pro
gressive changes; that is, under the new conditions we 
will follow the direction charted by Chairman Mao to 
consciously remould our world outlook, continue to make 
revolution and go forward. 

To be genuine revolutionaries, we must follow 
Chairman Mao in making revolution all our lives, arm 
ourselves with the brilliant philosophic thinking of 
Chairman Mao and raise our initiative in continuing the 
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
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ON C H A N G E 

by Piao Hsing-shu 
Chairman of the Revolutionary Committee of the Chienkuo 

Production Brigade, Tiehli County, Heilungkiang Province 

I was an ordinary commune member and my pro
duction team's ox-cart driver. But during the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution the poor and lower-
middle peasants made me a leader, electing me chairman 
of our brigade's revolutionary committee and a standing 
committee member of the county revolutionary com
mittee. My position changed, my work changed, my 
surroundings changed — would my thinking change too? 
My own experience and study of Chairman Mao's brilliant 
philosophic thinking showed me that all things constantly 
change and develop, and people's thinking is no excep
tion. Either you change for the better, or you change 
for the worse. It is not possible to stay the same. 

But at first I thought it was simple and easy to stay 
unchanged. I felt that the poor and lower-middle peas
ants elected me to a leading job because they trusted 
me, so I must hold firmly the power they gave me and 
exercise it well. I must never change, no matter what. 
I also thought this way: I come from a poor peasant 
family. We suffered terribly in the old society and 
bitterly hate the exploiting classes. My mother is a 
veteran Communist Party member and I joined the Party 
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at eighteen. I was bom in a red cradle and grew up 
under the red flag, as we say. Then in the Cultural 
Revolution I carried the Quotations from Chairman 
Mao Tsetung with me all the time, trying to do every
thing as Chairman Mao teaches. I stayed close to the 
poor and lower-middle peasants as we all followed 
Chairman Mao to make revolution. This steeled and 
tempered me. And now everywhere I could receive 
education in Mao Tsetung Thought by reading news
papers and listening to the radio. Besides, although I'd 
taken up a leading job, I was still a man of the soil and 
did farm work just Uke the other commune members. 
My leadership job took me to the county headquarters 
only two or three months a year. As long as I watched 
my step, I thought, I wouldn't change. 

But things in this world aren't so simple. Our great 
leader Chairman Mao teaches us: "In given conditions, 
every contradictory aspect transforms itself into its 
opposite." Nothing could be more true. 

Some events that occurred after I became a leader 
made me understand this more deeply. In the brigade 
office there are several benches, but only one chair. 
Whoever came in first sat in the chair and nobody 
thought anything about it. But as t ime passed the com
mune members stopped sitting in it, no matter how early 
they arrived. Why? Because every time I came into 
the room I would sit in it. I'd become used to it. I 
felt: I'm the head of a brigade of 1,800 people and it's 
only natural that I should sit in the chair. I'd connected 
being a leader with sitting in the only chair! Didn't this 
show that deep in my heart I was beginning to feel 
superior because I was a leader? 
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T h e r e w a s s o m e t h i n g e l s e . I n t h e b e g i n n i n g , w h e n 
w o r k t o o k m e t o t h e c o u n t y , t h e c o m r a d e s t h e r e w o u l d 
c a l l m e " H s i a o P i a o " ( " Y o u n g P i a o " ) . I w a s o n l y 
t w e n t y - t h r e e a n d f e l t w a r m a n d p l e a s e d a t t h i s f a m i l i a r 
g r e e t i n g . B u t a s w o r k p u t m e i n t h e p u b l i c e y e m o r e 
o f t e n , s o m e p e o p l e b e g a n c a l l i n g m e " c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r " 
o r " l e a d e r " . A t f i r s t t h i s f o r m a l a d d r e s s m a d e m e f e e l 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e ; m y f a c e w o u l d g e t r e d w i t h e m b a r r a s s 
m e n t , a n d I w a s e v e n i r r i t a t e d . B u t as t i m e w e n t o n 
I b e g a n t o g e t u s e d t o i t , a n d w h e n t h e p o o r a n d l o w e r -
m i d d l e p e a s a n t s g r e e t e d m e w a r m l y a n d c a l l e d m e " H s i a o 
P i a o " I n o t o n l y n o l o n g e r f e l t a n y w a r m t h , b u t w a s 
d i s p l e a s e d . 

A c h a i r o r a b e n c h , " c o m m i t t e e m e m b e r " o r " H s i a o 
P i a o " ? M y c h a n g i n g a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e s e s m a l l t h i n g s 
s h o w e d t h a t I w a s c h a n g i n g i n f u n d a m e n t a l w a y s . U n 
c o n s c i o u s l y a n d i m p e r c e p t i b l y I w a s a l r e a d y p u t t i n g 
m y s e l f i n a p o s i t i o n d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e m a s s e s . 

A n o t h e r t h i n g a l s o t a u g h t m e a l e s s o n . L a s t w i n t e r 
w h i l e I w a s o n d u t y i n t h e c o u n t y , o u r b r i g a d e w a s w o r k 
i n g o n a n i r r i g a t i o n p r o j e c t . I t w a s m i d - w i n t e r a n d t h e 
g r o u n d w a s f r o z e n h a r d . A p i c k o n l y m a d e a d e n t ; p r o 
g ress w a s s l o w . W h y n o t b l a s t w i t h e x p l o s i v e s ? W i t h o u t 
f u r t h e r t h o u g h t I s p e n t 1,500 y u a n f o r d y n a m i t e a n d 
caps a n d p h o n e d t h e b r i g a d e t o s e n d a c a r t o v e r t h a t 
v e r y n i g h t . W e g o t b a c k t o t h e b r i g a d e b e f o r e d a w n . 
B u t j u s t as w e w e r e a b o u t t o u n l o a d , t h e c h a i r m a n o f 
t h e p o o r a n d l o w e r - m i d d l e p e a s a n t s ' a s s o c i a t i o n s t e p p e d 
f o r w a r d a n d s a i d , " D o n ' t u n l o a d i t ! " T h e n h e t u r n e d 
t o m e a n d d e m a n d e d , " W h o t o l d y o u t o b u y d y n a m i t e ? " 

" N o b o d y , " I a n s w e r e d . 
" W h o d i d y o u d i s c u s s i t w i t h ? " 
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"Nobody, I made the decision myself." AH this time 
I was thinking, "I'm the chief, don't I have the right to 
decide a small matter like this?" 

The chairman went on, "You've visited Tachai.^ Did 
they transform their poor mountains and get good 
harvests by blasting?" 

"No," I admitted. 
"Hsiao Piao," the chairman said very seriously, "it's 

not the 1,500 yuan that bothers us. It's that you're 
blasting away our Chienkuo Brigade's Tachai spirit of 
seM-reliance and our resolve for hard struggle." 

The criticism was sharp and just. But somehow I 
couldn't help feeling that being shown up in the wrong 
before so many people was a big loss of face for me. I 
thought it over all the way home. Then I remembered 
Chairman Mao's significant teaching: "Who is it that 
gives us our power? It is the working class, the poor 
and lower-middle peasants, the labouring masses com
prising over 90 per cent of the population." It hit home. 
When I do things according to Mao Tsetung Thought, 
when I truly represent the poor and lower-middle peas
ants and their needs, then I have power. Otherwise I 
have none at all. Buying the dynamite did not meet 
the needs of the poor and lower-middle peasants and did 
not conform to Mao Tsetung Thought. Yet I kept 
thinking about "my power" and resented being shown 
my mistake. Didn't all this show that I was changing? 
I recalled an incident where I had behaved differently 
just after I had become head of the brigade revolution-

* Tachai, a production brigade in Hsiyang County, Shansi Province, is a model for building a socialist new countryside by self-reliance and hard struggle. Chairman Mao has issued the great call: "In agriculture, learn from Tachai." 
19 
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