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The great proletarian cultural revolution which is now
unfolding has pushed China's socialist revolution to a new
stage, an even deeper and broader stage.
The movements in 1952 against three evils [corruption,
vsaste and bureaucracy] and against five evils [bribery of
government workers, tax evasion, theft of state property,
cheating on government contracts, and stealing econornic information for private speculation] marked the first stage after
the founding of the Peop1e's Republic of China in the great
struggie waged by the proletariat under the leadership of the
Party a5lainst the bourgeoisie and its representatives within
and outside the Party. The characteristic of the struggle in
this stage was the exposure before the broad masses of the
true colours of the reactionaries among the bourgeoisie who,
in order to enrich themselves, stole state property by every
conceivable means and did not hesitate to reduce tens of
millions of people to poverty and ruin.
On the basis of the struggles against the three evils and
five evils, and on the basis of the realization of agriculturai
co-operation, the Party carried out cornparatively smoothly
the socialist transformation of capitalist industry and commerce, that is, the transformation of the capitalist ownership
of the means of production. This was the second stage of the
struggle.

The third stage was the struggle launched by the Party
in 1957. This struggle smashed

against the bourgeois Rightists

the scheme of the bourgeois Rightists to usurp state leadership, subvert the dictatorship of the proletariat, exercise
what they called "ruling in tur.n", and establish a counterrevolutionary dictatorship.
After the anti-Rightist struggle of 7957, the bourgeois
Rightists resorted to more covert methods, waiting for an
opportune moment to go into action again. During the period
of China's temporary economic difficuities, they colluded with
the Right oppor'cunists in the Party to oppose the Party's
general line for building socialism, the big leap forward and
the people's commune, and tried to bring about a "great reversal"
the restoration of capitalism in the cities and countryside.- The struggle against Right opportunism waged by
the Party and the series of policies and measures adopted by
the Party in defence of the Party's general line and the
socialist system thwarted the attempt of the bourgeois Rigl-rtists and their representatives within and outside the Party,
and enabled China's national economy, culture and education
to make further progress. This was the fourth stage of the
struggle.

The fifth stage of the struggle started with the socialist
education movement initiated by the Party in 1963 and has
cor-rtinued into the great proletarian cultural revolution which
was launched recently at the great call of the Party. This
great proletarian cultural revolution has just begun, but it
has already shown its great, profound and far'-reaching significar-:ce.

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China, proLetarian ideology, proletarian academic work, and proletarian
Iiterature and art have entered the cultural field on a broad

scale. In the early post-liberation days, we provided work
for all the old bourgeois intellectuals except those who openly
opposed the .revolution. The Party's policy is to let them
rn'ork for the motherland and, in tl-re course of this, graduallv
remould their boulgeois world outlook until they accepL the
worlcl outlook of the proletariat. The bourgeois world out2

look, however, is deep-rooted among the intellectuals from
the old society. They are linked to the foundation of the old
society in a hundr-ed and one ways. For them to accept the
world outlook of the proletariat means completely changing
every thought in their heads, which is very painful and very
difficult.
Before the world outlook of the proletariat takes command in the minds of the old intellectuals, the world outlook
and the old ideology and habits of the bourgeoisie that are
still there will continue to function, always tending to manifest themselves stubbornlv in political life and in other aspects, and always striving to spread their influence. They
always seek to transform the world according to the world
outlook of the lancllord class and the bourgeoisie.
With the overthrow of the reactionary regime and abolition
of ownersirip by the lancllorcl class and the bourgeoisie, the
reactionary elements of the landlord class and the bourgeoisie
pin their hope for resloration oi'r the struggle in the ideological
field. 'Ihey try to enslave and bewitch the masses with the
old ideology and habits of the exptoiting classes in order to
restore the landlord class and the bourgeoisie.
In the final analysis, therefore, the struggle between the
world outlook of the proletariat and the world outlook of the
bourgeoisie is in fact a struggie between the socialist system
on the one hand and all systems of exploitation on the other,
a struggle for leadership bel.ween the proletariat ancl the bourgeoisie, a struggle between the efforts to consolidate the dictatorship of the proletariat and the efforts to turn the dictatorship of the proletariat into the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.
A decade ago, Comrade Mao Tse-tung wisely pointecl oui:
The class struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, the class struggle between the different political
forces, and the class struggle in the ideological field between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie wiII continue to be long
and tot'tuous and at times will even become very acute.

The proletariat seeks to transform the world according to
its own world outlook; and so does the bourgeoisie. In this
respect, the question of which '"vilI win out, socialism or
capitalism, is stilI not really settled.
The great proletarian cultural revolution aims precisely at
solving, step bf step, the question raised by Comrade Mao
Tse-tung of who wiil win out in the ideological field, by
relSrlng on the political consciousness of the masses and on
the method of the masses educating themselves.
The more victories we win on all fronts of socialism and
the more our socialist cause develops and is consolidated, the
more prominently the contradictions and conflicts between
the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the ideological field
stand out. That is why we have made the great proletarian
cultural revolution an important item on our agenda at this
time. This is an objective law. It is impossible to avoid
this kind of contradiction and conflict. To win final victory,
the proletariat must, at a1l times, mercilessly counter any
challenge of the bourgeoisie in the ideological field.
A11 things are in the process of contradiction, struggle and
change. The essential point of Marxism-Leninism, of Mao
Tse-tung's thor-rght, is to criticize, to struggle and to make
revolution. Struggle is iife. If you do not struggle against
the opposing forces, they will struggle against you. One
ceases to be a Marxist-Leninist if one loses one's revolutionary vigilance and does not wage a resolute struggle
a.gainst the class enemy and alien class elements.
In the course of this great proletarian cultural revolution,
all Communists, all revolutionary cadres, and all those who
stand for the socialist system and the dictatorship of the
proletariat must raise still higher the great red banner of
Mao Tse-tung's thought, make great efforts to creativeiy study
and apply Chairman Mao's works, grasp proletarian ideology
still better, develop cornmunist ideas, raise communist consciousness and establish a lofty cornmunist aim. We must

not stand still and cease to make progress, but must be good
at learning and drawing lessons through struggle. In this
way, we shali be able to adrrance invincihly in this new stage

of socialist revolution.
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Under the correct leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party and Chairman Mao l'se-tung, the currrent great proletarian cultural revolution in our country, a revolution without
parallel in history, is advancing step by step to victory.
Chairman Mao has said: "The force at the core leading
our cause forwald is the Chinese Communist Par,tv."
It is oq\r under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Party that the Chinese people can be victorious in all their
undertakings and struggles.
The victory of the democratic revolution which toppled the
o'three great mourrtains"l was won under the leadership of
the Chinese Communist Party.
AII the great achievements in the socialist revolution and
socialist construction have been brought about under the
Ieadership of the Chinese Communist Party.
Likewise, only under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party can the great proietarian cultural revolution
triumph.
In short, without the leadership of the Chinese Communist
a sheer illusion
Party it is absolutely impossibile
for our
prosperolls,
become
to
rich
and strong and- establish
country
the great socialist system free from expioitation of man by
man.
I

Imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism.-Tr.
6

Our Party has the great and invincible thought of Mao
Tse-tung as the ideological basis for the unity of the whole
Party and for the revolution, and it has the firm and powerfui
leadership of its Central Committee with Chainnan Mao at
the r:entr:e.
Our Parl.y is built in accordance with Chairman Mac's ideas
on Part)/ btriidjng and his revolutionary style; it is a proletarian revolutionary Party that integrates theorv with practice, closely links itself with the masses and has the spirit
of self-criticism.
Our Party has developed, grown arrd been consolidated in
the course of struggle against powerful enemies both at home
and abroacl and against opportunism of all kinds within the
Party, and hzrs gone through the severe tests of protracted
revolutionary struggles.
Our Party is one that. guided bv Mao Tse-tung's thought,
has passed through countless hardships almost wiihout equal
in wor'ld history, skilfully steered clear of hidden shoals in
fierce tempests and advanced from victory to victory.
Our Party enjoys the greatest prestige, unshakabie prestige,
among the people. Our Party represents the highest interests
of the proletariat and l,he broad masses of the working people,
and its relationship with the masses of the people is, as
Chairman Mao says, like that between fish and water.
Therefore, our Party is worthy of being called a great
Party, a glorious Farty, a correct Party.
Under the leadership of the Party's Central Committee and
Chairman Mao, thc. great majority of our Party organizations
at all levels, aud of our Party members and cadres are good
and loyal to the proletariat, to the cause of cornmunism, and
to Nlar"xism-Leninism and l\{ao Tse-tung's thought. Although
some Party members and Party organizal;ions to one degree
or another" have shown shortcomings and made mistakes, many
qf them will be able to rectify these through criticisrn and
self-criticism with the help of the Farty and the masses and
under their education and supcrvision.

During the period of the socialist revolution and socialist
construction, class struggle is sti1l very acute, and the struggle
between the socialist road and the capitalist road is extremely
sharp and, furthermore, is protracted. 'Ihe class struggle and.
the struggle between the two roads in society are inevitably
reflected within our Party. To l\4arxists this is nothing strange
but a normal phenomenon conforming to objective laws.
In our Party there is a handful of anti-Party and antisocialist representatives of the bourgeoisie. They are class
enemies who have sneaked into our ranks or degenerated
elements who have been pulled over to the side of the enelrly.
They usurped leadership in a number of units and departments. Such things have happened in the past, they have been
found to exist now and they may occur again in the future.
The fact that the Party can arouse the masses to uncover them,
dismiss such people from office, strip them of their po\rer
and resolutely remove them from our ranks testifies to the
strong militancy, the unity and the solidarlty of our Party.
The great proletarian cultural revolution is a revolution
against the ideology of the bourgeoisie and ali exploiting
classes. As Chairman I\llao has saici, this is a grcat revolution that touches the people to their very souls. This great
cultural revolution is a sharp class struggle not only ln society; within the Partv, it is bound to encounter resistance
from those who have not joined the Pari,y id.eologically but
cling stubbornly to bourgeois ideas.
For every m.ember of society, one's attiLude towards the
great cultural revolution is a touchsione to show whethc.r one
supports the dictatorship of the proletariat and the socialist

Onty with the correct leadership of the Party can the great
cultural revolution take the correct direction, the revolutionary
people see and think cleariy and the movement develop in
a healthy uzay.
Correct leadership by the Party means being good at following the mass line of "from the masses and to the masses",
being good at consulting the masses, Iistening attentively to
their opinions, distinguishing right from wrong and dealing
with different things in different ways.
Correct leadership b5z the Party means relying on the resolute proletarian revolutionaries, expanding the ranks of the
Left, winning over the greatest majority, isolating and dividing
the minority and dealing blows with concentrated force against
the diehard anti-Party and anti-socialist counter-revolutionary
elements, who account for only a few per cent.
Correct leadership by the Party means constantly raising
the proletarian political consciousness of the masses, adopting
for the great majority the policy of unity-criticism-unityl and,
through the movement, in the end uniting over 95 per cent
of the people, in,cluding those Party members and non-Party
people who have committed mistakes but are willing to correct them and admit the error of their ways.
AII good Party members, good functionaries and good Party
organizations should courageously take part in this revolution,
arm themselves further with Mao Tse-tung's thought and give
good leadership to the mass rnovement of this cultural revolution. They should stand in the van of the movement and
among the masses and not be afraid of them or dampen their
enthusiasm.
As for some

of the leading functionaries in our Party organizations at all levels, so long as they are not anti-Party
and anti-socialist, they shouid come to the battlefront without

systern.

Every Party organization zrnd every Party member will be
tested in this great cultural rer,,oltrtion.
The leadership of the Chinese Communist Party armed
with Mao Tse-tung's thought is the funclamentai guai'antee
for victory ir-r the great oroletai'ian cultural revolution.

t

l This means to start off with a desire for unity and resolve contradictions through criticism or struggle so as to achieve a new unity on a

new

basis.
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Tr.

any meirtal burdens. They should be courageous in selfexamination of their shortcclmings and mistakes, and openmindedly accept criticism from the masses. They should not
become disgluntled and dishearter-red just because the rnasses
post a few big-character posters and voice some criticisms.
Our Palty and the masses of the people are proud of the
guidance of the gleat Mao Tse-tung's thought and are pr.oud
of the leadership of the Cenl;ra1 Committee of thc'Party armed
rvi'Lh Mao Tse-turrg's thought.
Chairman Mao Tse-tung's lheory of classes, class contradictions and class strug'gle in the period of socialism is a new
development of Nlarxism-Leninism. It is a revolutionary tr.uth
of the proletariat, a truth that has been tested and confirmed
again and again. It is the irrefutable science of revolution of
the proletariat. This science of proletarian revolutlon has been
developed in the course of the practice of our socialist revolution and socialist construction. It has been developed in the
struggle waged by our Party and the Marxist-Leninists of
other countries against imperialism and modern revisionism.
It has been developed through the serious and painful lesson
provided by the Khrushchov clique of the Soviet Union which
usurped Party, army and government leadership in that
country and led it away from the socialist system and on to
the road to the restoration of capitaiism.
The class struggle in China's great proietarian cultural
revolution and the multitude of facts brought to light in this
class struggle have added fresh proof of the correctness of
Chairman Mao's theory of classes, class contradictions and
class struggle during the period of socialism.
It is in accordance with this theory of Chairman Mao's
which reflects the objective larnrs that we should conduct the
struggle in this great cultural rerrolution and transform people's inr:er, subjective rvorl.d and the obiective wrlrlcl, so that
\\re can carl'y out our socialist revoluticln and socialist construction better and make it possibie for our country to achieve
the futule tlansition from socialism to communism.
10

The road of our gre.at proietarian cultural revolution i-q
illuminated by the sunlight of Mao Tse-tung's thought and
the leadership of the Central Committee of the Party.
We shall be invincible provided we resolutely act in accordance with Mao Tse-tung's thotight and the instructions of the
Central Committee of the Party and Chairman Mao, strengthen
the Parl,y's correct leadership of the movement and link the
leadership of the Party closely with the masses.
In the end all monsters r:annot escape being revealed in
their tr"ue colours by the sunligl-rt of l\{ao Tse-tung,s thougi-rt
and of the Party. Under this sunlight, under the watchful
eyes of millions of awakened masses, no monster.s can possibly
succeed in their attempts to gain anything by trickery, to
reverse right and wrong, to fish in troubled wat,ers, and to
create confusiorl in people's minds. Still more impossible is
it for them to slip through and to escape their rlestined failure.

\
,/

To carry out this great proletarian cultural revolution by
arousing the broad masses and employing the method of mass
molrenaent is a gireat creative act.
A r"undamental featuie of this great proletarian cultural
revolution is this -- hu.ndreds of millions of people have risen
up and ale criticirzing the old w'orld.
Chairmarr l\,{ao tells us: "The revolutionary war is a war
of the rnasses; it can be rvaged only by mobilizing the rnasses
and relying ott thern."
This is a universal truth. It is true of the revotrutionary
war, it is true of the whole proietarian causez and, without
question, it is also true of the great proletarian cultural revolution. Without a mass movement, there can be no proletarian revolution. tikewise, rvithout a rnass rnovement, there
can be no great proletarian cultura.I revolu^tion.
In the past, our Party relied on the broad masses of the
people to wage the revolutionary wars that overthrew the
ruie of in:rperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism. It

was precisely the organized, broad rnasses of the people led
by Chairrnan Mao who overthrew the old Ch:.na under the
rule of the Kuomintang reactionaries and founded New China
under the dictatorship of the proietariat. 'Ioday, in carrying
out this great proletarian cultural revolul,ion which touches
the people to their very sou1s, our Party rnust also rely on
the broad masses of the people. Whether the gun or the pen
is used as the weapon in cri[icjzing the oid wor1d, it is necessary to rely on the masses.
The great proletarian cultural revolution is the revolutionary cause of the masses. Throughout its whotre course it is
necessary to rely on the masses and boldly arouse them. Only
by a mass mobilization, an energetic mass movement, the
use of big-character posters and a fuJl airing of vie'ws and
great debates will the great pr:oleta::ian cultulal revolution be
able to develop in breadth and depth, will it be ahle to expose
and strike down monsters of ail kinds, to really settle the
question of who will win in the ideotrogical field _- the pr.oletariat or the bourgeoisie, and victoriously fulfil its tasks.
History has proved that the revoLutionary masses are the
grave-diggers of the reactionary state neachine and the reactionary social system" And hjstory rvill certainly prove the
revoiutionary rnasses to be the grave-diggers of all exploitingclass ideology.
An immense enthusiasm for the cultural revolution is to
be found among the broad masses of the people. In recent
years, revolutionary cadres, revr:lutionary intellectuals and,
especially, the broad nlasses of the workers, peasanl,s and
soldiers, have achieved great sLlccesses in their creative stucly
and appiication of Chairrnan l\{ao's u,orks. They have graspecl
Mao Tse-tung's thought and made good use of his works
in class strurggle, in the strugglc. , for production anC in
scientific expei'imenb. In the current great proletarian cultural revolution, too, thev are making good use of Chairman
Mao's works. They are the true wali of bronze that protects
the dictatorship of the proleta.riat. They are the rnain force
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A mass movement of the great proletarian cultr.rral revolution is norn, arising throughout the country. In response to
the call of the Par1,y's Central Comrnittee and Chairman Mao
Tse-tung, the revolutionary masses in their tens of millions,
wiih the force of a thilnderbolt, have launched a sharp struggle
against the anti-Fil.rty arid anti-socialist representatives of the
bourget.risie. 'Xire mcnsters irave been engr.rlfed in the great
ocean of the broad masses and been dealt extremely heavy
bIows.

for destroying the ideological and cultural positions in which
the representatives of ttie bourgeoisie have entrenchecl themselves. To underestimate this would lead to gross error.
The great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement
which has been sweeping ahead magnificently over- the past

few rnonths has pr.oved:
That the broad masses of the people trrho have graspecl
Mao Tse-tung's thought are extremely able when it comes to
detecting monsters and seeing through them;
That the broad masses of the people who have grasped
Mao Tse-tung's thought figirt most eflectivelSz against the
monsters and deal them most accurate and heavy blow.s;
That the broad masses of the people who have grasped Mao
Tse-tung's thought are most skilled in waging struggles and
most skilled in thoroughly repudiating the representatives of
the bourgeoisie by citing lacts and reasoning things out.
The grea.t proletarian cultural revolutionary rnovement
which has been sweeping ahead magnificently over the past
few months has proved:
That the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, armed
with Mao Tse-tung's thought, is the fundamental guarantee
for victory in the great proletarian cultural revolution.
Correct Party lcadership means to be skilful at following
the mass line and to take the bold arousing of the masses as
the fundamental basis of the movement from heginning to
end. The inexhaustible strength of our Party stems frorrr its
confidence in and reliance on the masses. Confidence in,
reliance on and the bold arousing of the masses, and the energetic development of the mass movement, constitute an extremely important policy of our Party in carrying out the
great proletarian cultural revolution.
Whether one trusts and relies on the masses and dares to
arouse them boldly marks the dividing line between the proletarian world out,look and the bourgeois world outlook and
fundamentatrly differentiates a genuine Marxist-Leninist Party
from all revisionist parties. Our Party is strong because it
14

trusts and relies on the masses and dares to arouse thenr
boldly. Only by marching at the heacl oI the mass move-

ment and arousing the masses fearlc.ssly can the function of
Ieadership be exercised in the great proletarian cultural revolution. Fear of the masses and the mass movement goes
against the principle of Party leadership which Chairman
Mao has constantly taught us and makes leaclership completely
out of the question.
Chairman Mao has taught us that, in the great proletarian
cultural revolution, it is essential to organize and expand the
ranks of the proletarian Left and to rely on them to arouse,
unite with and educate the masses.
A resolute proletarian revolutionary Left exists in every
part of the country. The overwhelming majority of the members of the Chinese Communist party and the Chinese Com*
munist Yor.rth League ar,e trustworthy and reliable. Under
the correct leadership of the Pa.ty, they form the nucleus
of the proletarian revolutiorrary Left.
Those of the proletai'ian revolutionary Left are the most
faithful in following the teachings of the party and chairman
Mao Tse-tung. They are the bravest and the most resolute
people in the revolution. They are the most capable of unit_
ing with the majority, and they are able to serve as models in
the struggle. They are the vanguard in this great p'oletaria'
cultural revolution.
Our Party must reJy on the lesolute Left in all areas and
all departments. It must not be trammelled by euoneous
conventions about rank, working experience and age, but must
organize the resolute r-eft as the backbone of the movement
and boldly arouse them to play the role of vanguard in the
great proletarian culturai revolution.
Only by relying on the resolute LeIt and by arousing the
masses boldly will it be possible truly to implement the instructions of chairman Mao and the party's central cornmittee and distinguish genuine revolutionaries from sham
ones, and revolutionaries from counter-revolutionaries. only
15

in this way will it be possible to lead the great proletarian
cultural revolution and enable it to develop in a healthy way.
According to Chairman Mao's teachings, it is a fundainental
principle of the Party's method of Ieadership that the leadership should l:e combined u,ith the masses. This principle
must also be persistently adhered to in the great protretarian
cultural revolution.
The mass line is the fundamental line of the Party in aI1
work. The masses of the people are the source of strength
in all of our revolutionary work. By relying on the masses
of the people, we can overcome all difficulties, triumph over
all enemies, and do al1 our work we1l. Once divorced from
the masses, we shail becorne like water without a source, a
tree without roots, and we shall accomplish nothing. Chairman Mao has said:
Every comrade must lae helped to understand that as long
as we rely on the people, believe firmiy in the inexhaustible
creative power of the masses and hence trust and identify
ourselves with them, we can surmot-lnt any difficulty, and
no enemy can crush us while we can crush any enemy.
In the great proletarian cultural revolution, v/e must follow
Chairman Mao's teachings, trust the masses, rely on them,
boldly arouse them and be at one with them, so as to carry
the great pro).etarian cultural revolution through to the end.
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Comrade Mao Tse-tung has said: "In atl the fractical work
of olrr Party, all correct learlership is necessarily 'from the
masses, to the masses'." This also holds good ttor the work
of the proletarian cultural revolution.
Wherever a unit has done its work well in ttile movement
of the cultural revolution, it is because the lead.ers ithere, acting

on the teachings of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, havdi marched in
the van of the moveulent, boldly aroused the masses, boldly
encouraged them to put up big-chalacter postcns, air their
opinions without reservation and hold great debaties, and led
them into the battle to sweep away all the ghosts an{l monsters.
Such good leaders have been able to serve first as the pupils
of the masses before they serve as their teachers.
They have been able to listen, observe, and think a good
deal and pay a good deal of attention to the views of the masses.
They have dared to "draw fire" on thernselves by catling
for exposure and criticism of their shortcomings anol mistakes
in their work.
They welcomed the big-character posters put up by the
masses that expose and criticize theno, and thus shor,ved a fine
communist style.
In this way, they have won the confidence of the masses,
and, in their work, gained the initiatirle, the right to spdak
out and the right to lead; therefore theyi are able to guide the
movement successfully.
But sorre other people occupying leadinlg posts in their units
have not been acting like this, but rather: like the proverbial
I

t7

l

Lord Sheh who claimed to be fond of dragons but in fact was
mortally afraid oJ them. They have talked about the mass line
but they took fright as soon as the masses were really roused.
They are afraid of many things, fearing that they themseives
will be caught in the revolutionary flames lit by the masses
and that the masses will seize on their shortcomings and mistakes. In fact, so long as comrades who have committed
ordinary mista,kes dare to take their shortcomings and mistakes
seriously, aref sincere and earnest in their self-criticism,
modestly acceipt the criticism of the masses, and show by deeds
their determi/iration and willingness to correct their mistakes,
the masses lvill understand and excuse them and will welcome them /1oing so.
Then ther!: are a handful of other people who have adopted
the attitude ,of bureaucratic overlords towards the masses and
placed them,lselves above the masses. They utterly refused .to
listen to thp opinions of the masses. When the masses put
out a few hig-character posters criticizing them, they coukl
not bear itt. They even sought
the mass qlovement and retaliate
Acting in ltnis way, they cannqt
and cannol muddle on any lorrger
rl.ill discaqd them.
Comradl: Mao Tse-tung has said: "All our cadres, whatever
their rank, are servants of the people, and whatever we do is
to serve tJfie people."
It is absolutely impermissi'ole for Communist Party members to take the attitude of bourgeois overlords towards the
masses. The great proletarian cultur:al revolution is precisel,v
a revolution against bourgeois overlords. If a Communist does
not learn modestly from the masses but adopts the attjtude
of a bureaucrat towapds them, in what sense is he a Communist? This is absolutely contrary to the Communist Party
styJe of rvork, it is the Kuomintang style of work.
Back in Yenan C,Lrmrade Mao Tse-tung said that it was
necessary to disting!,isir between the Comrnunist Party's st5zle
l
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I
l
l
I
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of work and that of the Kuomintang. Our Communist Party
style is to have close links with the masses, learn from them
and wholeheartedly serve the people, and, just as we wash
our faces or sweep the floor every day, to undertake constant
self-criticism of our own shortcomings and mistakes. The
Kuomintang style is to divorce oneself from the masses, lord
it over them and buily them.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung has said that Contmunist Party
members absolutely cannot retain the I(uornintang style of
work and preserve the dust of bureaucratism and warlordism.
The overwhelming majority of the Communist Party men.lbers are able to draw the distinction between the Communist
Party styie of work and tl-re Kuomintang style of work. However, some are able to do so only at certain times and not at
others, or only on some questions and not onr others. It is a
most dangerous thing for a Ccrirrmunist Party member to be
unable to see the line that divides the Communist Party style
from that of tl-re Kuomintang, for he wiII find himself standing
on the wrong side of the line and in oppositi;on to the revolutionary iarass movement,
The road of revolution is never straight and smooth; it al',^/ays has twi-sts and turns and ups and dor.vns. It is inevitable
that certain shortc<-rmings and mistakes anrl twists and turns
should appear in the course of the movetnent of the great
proletarian cultural revolution
2 rsv6]u:tion that touches
people to their very souls, an extremely sharp, complex and
deep-going class struggle. What matters is that we should
spare no efforts to do a still better job in le,ading the movement, ensure the movement to develop in a still healthier way,
and strive to make fewer mistakes and hav,e fewer twists.
Can the movement be led in a better way? Certainly it can.
This calls f<lr the thorough implementation of the Party's
mass line put forward bv Comrade Mao 'Ise-tung and the
persistent carrying out of the iine of boldly mobilizing the
IT1ASSCS.
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The great proletarian cultural revolution is developing with
such speed and force that many people find themselves insufficientiy prepared mentally. Every Communist Party member

must be tested in this great revolution, in the flame of the
trrass struggles. They must prove by their actions that they
are the faiLh.fu1 servants of the masses, and that they really
take Comrade Mao Tse-tung's teachings as the supreme guide
in all their actions.

tsE ,{ }'UPtrL OF' TFXE &{ASSES BEFORE YOU
BECOME A TE.{CHER" OF' TE{E &{ASSES

-
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Comrade l\[ao Tse-tung has said: "It is my wish to go on
being a pupil, Iearni.ng from the masses, together with ail
other Farty comrades." This attiturle of our great leader
Chairman l\[ao of learning modestly fr.om the masses is an
example to ali of us Communist Party members.
AIl those whose work is to provide ieadership for the proletarian culturai revoiutionary movelnent must look up to the
masses as their teachers, seek their advice and be their pupils.
A11 those who act accordingly wiil find the situation clear,
their delerininabion strong, their method correct, and the
masses more fully aroused and the movement more soundly
developed,

Failure to be first clf all a pupil of the masses and setting
oneself up as an "imperial en\roy", ltoisily spouting opinions,
suiojectively settii-ig the keynote and deciding on taboos ,,the
moment he aiights from the official carriage", will oniy bind
the masses hand and foot and be harlrrful to their enthusi.asm.
Failure to be first of all a pupil of the masses and shutting
oneself up in a small room, issuing orders right and left, will
only blur one's sight and make it impossible to te1l right from
wrong, to distinguislt between the enelny and ourselves, anrl
to take a firm hold of vitai questions.
Anyone who acts like this cannot correctly lead the movement and instead will hinder i.t. Therefore, every member of
the Cornrnunist Party must follclw Cornrade Mao .Ise-tung,s
,1

teaching, "shedding the ugly mantle of pretentiousneSs and
becoming a willing pupil".
To be a pupil of the masses) one must be full of revolutionary zeal, direct one's eyes downwards and respectfully seek
their advice. We must do as Comrade Mao Tse-tung has often
said: We should never pretend to know what we don't knol,
and we should "not feel ashamed to ask and learn from people
beIow". One must be first of all a pupil of the masses before
one becomes a teacher of the masses. Whether one is able
to do this is not just a matter of an ordinary method of rn ork
but is a question of basic class stand and basic attitude, a
question of the world outlook of a revolutionary.
In the course of this great cultur-al revolutionary movement, we must first and foremost Iearn from Comrade Mao
Tse-tung's mass standpoint. There are many comrades who
recognize the rnasses of the people as the makers of history
in words, but folget about it and do not acknorn ledge it when
it comes to practical work. To grasp Comrade Mao Tse-tung's
idea on this point involves a complete change in one's own
thinking. Thjs in itself represents a great revolution in the
mind.
To be a pupil of the masses and to learn modestly trom the
masses means not just listening to the views of some people;
it means listening to views from all quarters and of all sorts.
It means listening to the views of the majority and those of
the minority as well.
To be a pupil of the masses and to lear.n mcdestly frorn the
masses means not just listening to views that agree with
yours; it means also listening to those views that oppose yours.
Generally speaking, it is easy to hear assenting views and
rather difficult to hear dissenting views. But it is usualiy
essential to hear contrary views in order to form a balanced
judgment of a situation.
To learn from the masses, one needs not only to listen and
look around more but also to think and exercise the mind
more. In other rvords, we must take Mao Tse-tung's thought

as the guide to analyse the diversified data and views provided
by the masses, discarding the dross aud selecting the essential,
elirrrinating the false and retaining the true, proceeding from
ttre one to the other and from the outside to the inside, and
reconstruct, sort out and improve on such data and views in
order to discover problems and come to grips with the essence
of things. In doing so, we can concentrate the hitherto scattered views of the masses and turn them into well-thoughtout, systematic and correct views of ttre leadership before
laking therrr back to the masses for translation into action.
V/e n-rust realize that the practice of the masses provides
the onJy basis on wliich our Party formulates its policies and
the only criterion by which such policies can be assessed.
D.ivorce ourselrzes lrom the rrres.serq and rve can achieve nothing.
New problerns constantly arise and new things constantly
emerge during the great proletarian cutrtural revolution. Only
if the Party organizations and the leadership at all levels
become pupils of bhe masses fror-n first to last can they at all
tiines stand in the {orefront of the mass movement and iead
it fcl'wald in lhe direcl.ion pointed out by Cornrade Mao

Tse-lung.
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