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The emergence of the great proletarian cultural revolution
in China in 1966 is the greatest event in this sixth decade of
the 20th century. This revolution has taken China's socialist
revolution forward to a new stage. It has opened a new era
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in the history of the international communist movement.
Under the leadership of V. I. I-enin, the Great October Socialist Revolution opened the new era of proletarian revolution.
The October Revolution solved the question of the seizure of
political power by revolutionary violence and the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, thus setting a great
example for the proletariat of the whol.e world. At that time
it was impossible, however, to solve a series of problems concerning who would win in a socialist state
the proletariat or
the bourgeoisie the maintenance of proletarian
political
power and the consolidation
of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the prevention of a capitalist restoration. Things
have gone so far that in the birth-place of the October Revolution the modern revisionist clique has usurped the leadership
of the Party and state, setting the Soviet Union, the first socialist state, on to the road of capitalist restoration. This
lesson shows that whether or not the proletariat is abie to
maintain political power and prevent capitalist restoration
after it has seized political power is now a new, central issue
for study by the proletariat of the world. This question decides
not only the fate of states which practise the dictatorship of

the proletariat, but also the fate cf the revolutionary cause of
the whole proletariat and all oppressed nations of the world.
The great proletarian cultural revolution starte<l and led by
Chairrnan l/trao Tse-tung hirnself has set a new and great example for the whoie world proletariat in the solution of this
question of trernendous hisLoric significance.
The great proietarian cultural r-evoh-ltion is a new stage in
China's sociaiist revolution. After the basic completion of the
socialist transformation of the o'nznership of the mearrs of produ.ction, the bourgeoir,; Rightists in society anrl the handful of
bourgeois representatives wil.trrin the Party are not reconciled
to the demise of the system of expJ.oitation, so they have
Iaunched r:epeated frenzied attacks on the proletariat in a
vain attempt to s'iage a capitalist restoration. Under the
guidance of Chairma.n Mao's theory on classes and class struggie in scrcialist society, our Party has led the proletariat and
other revok-rtionary masses in successful counter-attacks
against the challenge of the bourrgeoisie. The current great
prolefarian cultural re.zol,ution is an all-round test of strength
between the proletariat anci the bourgeoisie and its agents in
our Party.
Through intense class struggle, China's great proletarian
cu-ltural revolution has already beg-un to win great victories.
In 1963, urider the personatr guidance of Chairman I\[ac, the
revolution in Literature and art 'uvas laurtched in China, marked
mainly by the reform of the theatre; this was, in fact, the beginning of the great protretarian cr-iltural revolution.
Since Cctober 1965, the criticism and rep,udiation, initlated
by Chairman UIao hirnself, of the anti-Party, anti-socialist
opera Fiai Jwz Disrnissed. from, CJfice, of the counter-revolurtionary "Three-Fetmily \/il1age" clique, and of ihe countc'r-revolutionary, revislonist leaders of the former Peking Municipal
Committee of the Chinese Communist Party served to prepare
pubJic opinion and blazed the path for the large-scale mass
movement of the great proletarian cultr-rral revolution.

Cn June 1, 1966, Chairrnan Mao decided to publish in the
press the first 1\{arxist-Leninist big-character poster in the
country, posted first in Pel<ing University. This kindled the
raging flames of the qreat proletarian cultural revolution and
set in motion the mass movernent r,vhich has as its main target
for attack the handful oI Party persons in authority who are
taking the capjtalist roacl. A number of such people as well
as reactionar-y bourgeois acaderni.c "authorities" were exposed
by tiie masses who struggled against them until their prestige
was completely swept into the dust. Political life in our
country, the face of soci--ty, and the mental ouilook of the people harre undergone profound changes. A large nurnber of
brave, revolutionary patir-breakers have emerged in the cor.lrse
oI this great rnass m.ovement.
The path of revolution is tortuous. Frecisely at the tirne
when hundreds of millions of people were consciously rising in
revolution under the guidance of the pr,oletarian revotrutioriary
line represented by Chairman Mac, onc., two or several responsible persons rvorking in the Central Cornmittee, in Chairman lVlao's absence from Peking, tooh the oppor"tr-rnity to put
forth the bourgeois reactionary line to counter Chairman IMao's
correct line. With those respollsible persons who firmly
carried out thc'bourgeois reactionary line, they took the reactionary bourgeois stand to enforce ho,urgeois dictatorship in
those spheres which they cor-rld reach'temporarily, and tried
by every [teans to suplltess the vigorot.ls moveineni of the
great cultural revolution of the proletariat. These peopie reversed right and wrorlo, jr:ggtred black and white, encircled
and suppressed revolutionaries, clamped down on different
views, practised white terror and applau"ded themselves for
doing so. They were puffing up the arrogance of the bourgeoisie and vitiatrng the molale of the prcrletari:rt.
At that cnrcial ntontent, the Eleventit Plenary Session of
the Eighth Central Commil.tee of the Party was conveneci,
presided over by our p;reat helmsman Chairman Mao himself.
It drew up the "Decision of the Central Committee oJ the

Chinese Communist Party Concerning the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution", and penetratingly exposed the bourgeois
reactionary line. This reactionary line shields the handful of
Part,y persons in authority who are taking the capitalist road
and plays a part in their vile actions in suppressing the revolutionary mass movement and opposing the revolutionary masses. In the final analysis, it wants to lead China towards a
capitalist restoration.
The Eleventh Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Party proelaimed the victory of the prolEtarian
revolutionary line represented by Chairman Mao and the failure of the bourgeois reactionary 1ine, and guided the great
proletarian cultural revolution on to the correct path. This
marked a great hew victoiy of Mao Tse-tung's thought in the
course of the socialist revolution.
Since the Eleventh Plenary Session the proletarian revolutionary line represented by Chairman Mao has been integrated
with the revolutionary enth,usiasm of the broad masses' Hence
the mass criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary
line and the new upsurge of the great proletarian cultural revolution. An important sign of this upsurge has been the
Red Guard movement and the extensive exchange of revolutionary experience.
The Red Guards are something new that has emerged in the
course of the great proletarian cultural revolution. When the
Red Guards first appeared in J;une and JuIy of iSO6, they
consisted of only a few score pe'ople and were smeared as a
"reactionar;r organization" by those who put forth the bourgeois
reactionary line; they were attacked and assaulted from all
sides. However, the great proletarian revolutionary Chairman
Mao perceived the boundless vitality of the Red Guards
the moment he discovered this new organizatisn. He sang
the praises of the Red Guards for their proletarian revolutionary rebel spirit and gave them firm and warm support.
Chairman Mao's voice was like a clap of spring thunder. In a
very brief time, Red Guards developed in schools all over the

country, in many factor:ies and rural areas, and became an
enormous and powerf,ul cultural revolutionary army. The
struggle [to overthrow those in authority taking the capitaiist
roadl, the criticisnt and repudiation lof the reactionary bourgeois acadensic "authorities" and the ideology of the bourgeoisie
and all other exploiting classes] and the transformation [of
education, literature and art and all other parts of the sup,erstructure that do not correspond to the socialist economic base]
in the schools have been extended to the whoie of society. The
revolutionary Red Guards set about destroying the "four olds"
[old ideas, culture, customs and habits] of the exploiting classes
on a large scale and extensively fostered the "four news" [new
ideas, culture, customs and habits] of the proletariat. Flaying
the role of the vanguard, they stand foremost in the criticism
and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line.
The extensive exchange of revolutionary experience is also
something new that has emerged in the course of the great
proletarian cultural revolution and has likewise been supported
and prorrroted by the great proletarian revolutionary Chairman
Mao. The extensive exchange of experience by revolutionary
students and teachers on a nation-r,vide scale has iinked up the
great proletarian cultural revolutionary movement throughout
the country. It has helped to spread Mao Tse-tung's thought,
propagate Chairman Mao's proletarian revohrtionary line and
organize the proletarian revolutionary ranks ail over the country, battering the bourgeois reactionary line.
However, the verv few persons who stubbornlv persiist in
the bourgeois reactionary line ar.e not reconciled to their
defeat. This line has its social base, which is mainly the bour.geoisie, and those landlords. rich peasants, counter-revolutionaries, bad elements and Rightists, rvho have not been reformecl
sufficientiy. The bourgeois reactionary line has a certain
market within the Party too
among cadres r,vhose world outlooh has not been remoulded. - or nst l:een remoulded sufficientIy. The very few persons who stukrbornly persist in this line
are stirring up trouble by making use of its social base and its

influence inside the Party. They resort to a variety of tricks
in their dual tactics to resist the proletarian revolutionary line
and to sabotage the criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois
reactionary line by the revolutionary masses.
The rnost important plot and scheme of the very small number of persons who stubbornly persist in the bourgeois reactionary line is to incite the masses to struggle against each other.
They have secretly or:ganized and manipulated some people
and rnass organizations, whom they have hoodwinked, to suppress the revolution, protect themselves, and to provoke conflicts in which coercion or f,orce is used in an attempt to create
confusion. They spread rumours, turn black into white and
shift the blame for the evii they have done behind people's
backs on to the proletarian revolutionaries, Iabelling them
with the "bourgeois reactionary line". They have continued
to vainly attempt to direct the spearhead of the attack against
the revolutionary masses, the proletarian revolutionary line
and the proletarian revolutionary headquarters.
When our Party was organizine the proletarian cultural revolutionary ranks in accordance with Chairman Mao's class line,
this very small nurnber of persons who stubbornly cling to the
bourgeois reactionary line made use of the slogan "A hero's son
is a real man! A reactionary's son is no damn good!" to bewilder a number of stuC ents, create factions and confuse the
class fronts. This slogan was first put forward by some naive
young people. They proceeded from the correct prernise of
opposing discrir:lination and attacks against the sons and
daughters of revolutionary cadres, workers and peasants by
the handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road, but because of a certain one-sidedness in their
way of thinking, they have moved to the other extreme. Towards these naive youngsters, the proper thing to do is to
patiently give them correct guidance. This was what the Party
did at the time. IIowever, those who stubbornly persist in the
bourgeois reactionary line have, with ulterior motives, used
this siogan to deceive a very small number of students (among

whom are some cadres' sons and daughters who have not been
properly educated), trying to lead them on to the wrong path
and create antagonism between them and other students. The
slogan "A hero's son is a real man! A reactionary's son is no
damn gocdl" has thus been made into something in opposition
to the proletarian revoltitionary 1ine. It should be pointed out
that the way those people with ulterior motives have made use
of the slogan is in essence to advertise the exploiting classes'
reactionary "theory of family lineage". This is exactly the
same as the lineage theory spread by the feudal landlord class
that "a dragon begets a dragon, a phoenix begets a phoenix,
ancl those begotten by rats are good at digging holes". 'Ihis
is out ancl out reactionary historical idealism.
The very srnall number of persons who sttrbbornly persist in
the bourgeois reactionary line not only refuse to criticize themselves before the nasses, to reverse the wrong verdicts passed
on those of the revolutionary masses whom they brandcd as
"counter'-revolutionaries", "anti-Party elements",,,pseudoLeftists but genuine Rightists", "se1f-seekinrrl car,eerists', and
so on. and to pr-lbtricly burn the material they have cornpilecl
against some of the revolutionary masses. They have also
been Ioudly pui:Iicizing l.he iriea of "settling accounts after
the autumn harvest", and declaring that sorne of the revo.tutionary masses will be dealt lvith as "Riohtists". This means
they are going to counter-attack and settle their accounts v,zith
the revolutionary masses. The prolebarian revolutionaries are
not afraid of settiing accounts. The idea of ".settiing accounts
after the autumn harvest" can in no way inl;imidate the revolutionary masses. Those who spread such talk have contracted a new debt to the Party and the revolutionauy masses
who are sure to settle accounts with them.
These manoeuvres of the very f,ew persons who stubbornly
persist in the bourgeois reactionary line serve precisely to expose them. The greater the disturbances they rnake, the clearer
the masses understand what is meant by the bourgeois r.eac-

Marxist-Leninist leadership, leadership of Mao Tse-tung's

tionary line and the more clearly they see that it is absoluteiy
necessary to rise up and expose, criticize and repudiate it.
Why were these persons who persist in the bourgeois reactionary line able to hoodwink some people for a time? This is
because they made use of the high prestige enjoyed by
Chairrnan NIao and the Farty among the rnasses and arrogated
to themselves the credit of the Party, describing themselves
as the personification of the Farty, their words and actions as
the expression of the Party leadership and the people's faith
in the Party as faith in themselves. They also made special
efforts to spread the idea that people shourld obey the leadership of their imrnediate superiors unconditionally and in disregard of principle. Such an idea in essence advocates blind
obedience and slavishness, and is opposed to MarxismLeninism, Mao Tse-tung's thought.
As early as during the rectilication campaign in 1942, when
efforts were being made to solve ideologicaily the question of
the Wang Ming 1ine, Chairman Mao pointed out:

must always go ireto the whys and wherefoles of anything, use their own heads and earefully think
over whether ot not it corresponds to reality and is really
well founded; on no account should they follow blindly and
Connnnunists

encourage slavishness.l

Chairman Mao has often taught us that erroneous leadership,
whieh brings harrn to the revolution, should not be accepted
unconditionally laut should be resisted resolutely. In fact, in
the course of the current great cultural revolul;ion, the rnasses
of revolutionary students and teachers and revolutionary
cadres have put up wide resistance to erroneous leadership.
It is both a political and organizational principle of a proIetarian political par:ty armed with Marxism-Leninism, Mao
Tse-tung's thought, resolutely to accept and follow correct
l Mao Tse-tur-rg, "Rectify the Party's Style of Work", Selected Works,

Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Peking, 1965, Vol.

III,

pp.

49-50.
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thought, resolutely to resist wrong leadership tha'i brings harm
to the revolution, and resolutely to oppose slavishness. Ail
true Communists should act in accordance with this principle
resolutely, wholly and fearlessly, and undertake to propagate it
correctly among the masses. Once this principle is grasped by
the revolutionary masses and the masses of revolutionary
cadres, those persons who st,ubbornly persist in the bourgeois
reactionary line and the handful of Party persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road will be disarmed.
More than four months have passed since the Eleventh
Pienary Session of the Eighth Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party. Chairman Mao and his comrades-inarms have done much political and ideological work among
those comrades who have committed errors of line, and the
revoiutionary masses have criticized and educated them. Some
comrades have alread;r corrected their errors while others are
now correcting them, and this should be welcomed. As for.
those who still refuse to correci; their errors, we should sharply
tell them: pull back before it is too late! If they continue tcr
cling to the bourgeois reactionary line and use two-faced tactics
towards the Party and the masses they will be waltrowing in
the mire with those in authority taking the capitalist road, or
prove themselves to be, in fact, persons in authority taking
the capitalist road.
The present struggle between the two lines is a very deepgoing one. The mass movement carried out in the past few
months to criticize and reptrdiate the bourgeois reactionar.y
line has scored tremendous achievements and enabled hundreds
of millions of people to understand the essence of the struggl,e,.
The proletarian revolutionary line represented by Chairman
Mao aims to boldly arouse the masses so as to overthrow the
handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road and the reactionary bourgeois academic "authorities", and eradicate all the o1d things of the exploiting classes.
On the other hand, the bourgeois reactionary line airns to sup-

,

press the masses so as to protect all these people and things.
One wants to carry the socialist revolution through to the end
while the other wants to preserve the old capitalist order. One

wants tO make revolutior., the other wants to preserve. This
is the essence of the struggle between the two lines.
As the masr criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line grows deeper, the masses are f,urther grasping the
proletarian revolutionary line of Chairman Mao and a new
situation has developed China's great proletarian cultural
revolution. These are the main features of this new situation:
Vast numbers of workers and peasants have risen. They
have broken through aI1 obstacles, establishied their orvvn revolutionary organizations and plunged thertselves into the
movernent of the great proletarian cultural revolution.
The forces of the revolutionary students have grown greatly
and become much stronger, and thei.r level is much higher. A
number of rerzoh.rtionary students have gone to factories and
viliages and have begun to integrate themselves with the
worker-peasant masses.
The revolutionary cadres in Party and state organizations
have risen in revolt against those persons holding responsible
posts who stubbornly cling to the bourgeois reactionary line.
The mass movement has grown in scope. The content of
struggle has grown richer. More revolutionary path-breakers
have appeared among workers, peasants, students and cadres.
The handful of Party persons in authority who are taking the
capitalist road have become inore isolated.
AII cultural revolution rnovements in contemporary Chinese
history began with student movernents and led to the
worker and peasant movements, to tl-te intEgration of
revolutionary inteliectuals with the worker-peasant masses.
This is an objective iaw. This was true of the lVlay 4th Movement which rnarked the beginning of China's contemporary
history of revolution and is true also of the great proletarian
cultural revolution which has brought the country's socialist
revolution to a riew stage. In 1967, China's great proletarian
10

cultural revolution rvill further develop in line with this objective law.
1967 will be a year of all-round development of ciass struggle
throughout China.
It will be a year in rvhich the proletariat, united with other
sectors of the revolutionary rnasses, will launch a general attack
on the handful of Party persons in authority who are taking
the capitalist road, and on the ghosts and monsters in society.
trt will be a year of even more penetrating criticism and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line and elimination of

1

I

its influence.
It will be a year of decisjve victory in carrying out the struggle Ito overthrow those in authority taking the cap talist road],
the criticism and repudiation [of ihe reacLionary bourgeois
academic "authorities" and the ideology of the bourgeoisic. and
all other exploiting classes] and the transformation fof education, literature and art and aII other parts of the superstruciure
that do not correspond to the socialist econorrric base].

The main political tasl<s confronting the whole Party and
all revolutionary masses in the country for 1967 are:
First, in accordanee with the dir.ective of Chairman Mao and
the Central Committee of the Party to "grasp the revolution
and promote production", the great proletarian cultural revolution sho,uld be carried out on a large-scaIe in the factories and

rural areas, so as to stimulate the revolutionization of people,s
thinking and plorriote the development of industrial and agricultural production.
The great proletarian cultural revolution in the factories and
rural areas must, without exception, follow the 16-point decision of the Party's Central Committee concerning the cultural
revolution and fir:miy adhere to the line of letting the masses

)
)

educate themselves, liberate themselves and rise up and make
revol,ution by thernselves. No one should take everything into

his own hands. The "four clean-ups" movementl is to be inl The socialist education movement to clean things up in
the fields
of politics, ideology, organization and economy.-Tr.
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corporated into the great cultural revolution in which the question of the "four clean-ups" and the quesl.ion of re-checking the
results will be solved.
The great proletarian cu.lturai revolution in the factories and
rural areas is of the utmost impof'tance' The workers and
peasants are the main force in this revolution. The workerpeasant masses must be bolclly aroused to struggie against and
overthrow the handful of Party persons in authority in the
factories, mines and other enterprises ancl in the rural areas
who are taking the capitalist road and root out ail vestiges of
capitalism and revisionisrn. Only in this way can the roots of
capitalist restoration be eliminated.
In the early period of the War of Resistance Against Japan,
Chairman Mao said:
. . only by rnohilizing the naasses of workers and peasants, w,ho forrrr 90 per cemt of the popunation, can we defeat
irnperialism and feudanism.l

l Mao Tse-tung, "The Orientation of the Youth Movement", Selected
Works, Eng. ed., FLtr, Peking, 1965, VoI. ll, P. 245.

production and think that once the great cultural revolution
starts, it will impede production. Therefore, they only grasp
production and not revolution. These comrades have not
thought through the question of what is the purpose of farming,
weaving, steel making. Is it for building socialism, or is it for
building capitalism? The histor-ical experience of countries
under the dictatorship of the proletariat tells us that only when
the great proletarian culturral revol,ution is carried out successfuily can the advance of our economic construction along the
road of socialism and communism be ensured, Many instances
during the great proletarian cultural revciution show that production makes great heaciway wherever the cultural revolution is successful. Revolution can only promote the development of the social productive forces, not impede it. This is a
truth of Marxism-Leninism, Mao 'Ise-tung's thought.
There are also an extremely small number of persons who
use the taking hoid of production as a pretext to repress the
revolution. They appear to be interested in production, but,
in point of fact, they are irrterested in their own official positions and the preservation of old b<;urgeois things; they are
afraid that the revolution may turn against them. They go to
such lengths as abetting the section of people ',vho, for a time,
are hoodwinked by them, to halt production and take actions
against the revolutronary masses when they rise up to make
vigorous revolution. Some of them even collude with landlords, rich peasants, counter-r-ovolutionaries, bad elements and
Rightists to engage in underhanded activities. This only exposes them as pursuing the bourgeois reactionary line, or worse
still, that they are, or are on the point of becoming, persons
in authority taking the capitalist road.
The mass movernenb of the great proletarian cuitural revolution in factories, mines and other enterprises; and the rural
areas is an irresistibLe historical trend. Any argunnent or
person standing in the way of this trend will be swept on to the
rubbish heap by the revolutionary rnasses.

t2
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Likewise, only by "rnobilizing the masses of workers and
peasants, who form 90 per cent of tnae trlopulation", will it be
possible today to defeat the handful of Farty persons in
authority taking the capitaiist road and to settle the question
of who will win, the proietariat or the bourgeoisie.
The great proletarian cultural revolution must extend from
the offices, schools and cuit'ural circles to the factories, mines
and other enterprises and the lrural areas so that all positions
are captured by Mao Tse-tung's thought. If the movement is
confined to offices, schools and cultural circles, the great proletarian cultural revolution will stop half way'
Any argument against the carrying out of a large-scale proIetarian cultural revolution in factories, mines and other enterprises and the rural areas is erroneous.
Some muddle-headed people counterpose the revolution to

Second, r,vith regard to the great proletarian cultural revol'Lrtion in the schools and aI1 culturai spheres, the iCea should be
energetically advocatecl that revolutionary students, teachers

and iirtellectuals should go to the factories and rural areas in
a planned and organized way, to integrate themselves with the
worker-peasant masses.
In "The May 4th Movement" and "The Orientation of the
Youth Movement", both published in 1939, Chairman Mao
pointed out:
. . . The intellectuals will accomplish rnothing if they fail
to integrate thernselves with the workers and peasants. [n
the final analysis, the dividing line hetween revolutionary
intellectuals and Ron-revolutionary or counter-revolutionary
intellectuals is whether or not they are willing to integrate
themselves with the workers and peasants and actually do
so.1

sttrdents throughout the
country must unite wittr tlre hroad masses of workers and
peasants and become one with thern, and only then can a
mighty force be created. A force of htlradreds of rnillions of
people! Only with this huge force carn the enemy's strongholds be taken and his last fortresses srnashed'z
Here, Chairman Mao stated a universal truth. Integration
with the worker-peasant masses is the orientation of the youth
movement in both the period of the new democratic revotrution
and the period of the sociaiist revolution,
It is stiil true today that "in ttrre final analysis, the dividing
line between revolutionary intellectuals and non-revolutionary
or couhter-revolutionary intellectuals is whetkrer or not they
are willing to integrate themselves with ttrre workers and peasants and actually do s0". only by integrating himself with

. . . The young intellectuals and

l Mao Tse-tung, "The lllay 4th Movement", Selected' Works' Eng' ed',
FLP, Peking, 1965, Vo1. Ii, P. 238.
2 Mao Tse-tung, ..,The orierrtation of the Youth Movement',, Selected
Works, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1965, Vo1. II, p' 245'
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the workers and peasants can the intellectual establish a trtrly
proletarian world outlook and become a proletarian intellectual

in the true sense.
,
trt is still true today that young inteliectuals and students
m,ust go t,o the factories and the countryside, integrate themselves with the workers and peasants and become one with
them. Only then can a mighty force hundreds of mil.lions
- the positions held by
strong-be organized to take by.storm
i,he handful of Party persons in authority who are tahing the

capitalist road and to win final victory in the great proletarian
cultural revolution.
Going to the factories and the countryside should be rationally arranged in relation to the tasks of struggle, criticism
and repudiation, and transformation in a given unit. The necessary sumrning up of the struggie in the previous period in
the unit has to be done, so as to have a deeper understanding
of the essence of the struggle between tire two iines in the great
cultural revoh-rtion, distinguish right from wrong on cardinal
issues, and adopt a correct attitude and get a correct unclerstanding in the matter of going to the factories and rural areas.
Having gone to the factories and rural areas, we should learn
rnodestly from the worker and peasant masses and be their
willing pupils, join with thern in work, study and discussion
of the problerns in the cultural revolution, propagate the proIetarian revolutionary line of Chairman Mao, and criticize and
repudiate the bourgeois reactionary line. We rrust direct our
eyes downward, undertake thoroughgoing investigation and
study, iritegrate oursetrves with the revolutionary rnass clrganizations in the factories and rural areas, guard against the idea
of oLrr being always right and avoid taking everything into our
own hands.
An important condition in carrying out the tasks of stru.gele,
criticism and repudiation, and transformation rlrithin a g;iver:
unit is that its rnembers should go to factories and rural areas.
When students and other young intellectuals plunge into the
15

heat of the mass movement of the workers and peasants to
r"emould their ideology, they will be able to sLruggle more
effectively against the handful of Farty persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road, and to differentierte Hrore
clearly between right and wrong in the big debate. OnIy when
the great proletarian cultural revolution in the factories and
rural areas is carried out thoroughly can the revolution in the
schools and cultural circles, which belong to the superstructure,
be completely accomplished. Only when the actual condi.tions
in the factories and rural areas are understo,od and the voice of
the workers and peasants is heard, can the systern and content
of education and the method of teaching loe changed in a
practical way and our cultural bodies and cultural work
be transformed effectively so that they will serve the workers,
peasants and soldiers truly and completely.
Third, fully develop extensive democracy under the dictatorship of the proletariat. This extensive democracy means
arousing hundreds of millions of people under the eommand of
Mao Tse-tung's thought to launch a general attack on the enemies of socialism and, at the same time, criticize and supervi.se
Ieading organs and leading cadres at aI1 levels. Fostering such
a soeial atmosphere of extensive democracy is of great, farreaehing significanee for the consolidation of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and the prevention of the restoration of
capitalism.

Extensive proletarian democracy is a new d-evelopment of
Chairrrran l\[ao's mass line and a new form of the integration
of Mao Tse-tung's thought with h,undreds of millions of people.

This extensive democracy is the best way for the masses to
erlucate and liberate then'lselves. In the course of this movement for extensive democracy, the masses are taking Mao
Tse-tung's thought as their weapon to draw a line between
the en,emy and then'lselves and distinguish right from w"rong.
This extensive den:loeracy is the best school for' learning Mao
Tse-tung's thought.
16

Chairman Mao teaches us: "Dentrocracy sometimes seems to
be an end, hut it is in fact only a means."l What we aim to
achieve by means of extensive democracy is the carrying out
of the great proletarian cultural revolution and the development of the cause of socialism. If we depart from the interests
of the proletariat and other rvorking people, from socialism
and from the proletarian revolutionary line represented by
Chairman Mao, we shail not be able to have extensive proletarian democracy, and the result can only be the oppression of
the revol,utionary masses by a small number of persons.
The extensive democracy we advocate is under the centralized guidance of Mao Tse-tung's thought. Different opinions
among the masses should be debated under the guidance of
Mao Tse-tung's thought by presenting facts and reasoning
things out; coercive measures should not be used to make others
submit. Among the pedple, it would be against the principle
of extensive proletarian democracy if only one person is aIlowed to express opinions while others are forbidden to air
diffelent opinions. A very few bad people with ulterior motives
are instigating some of the masses they have hoodwinked to
carry out struggles by force and coercion in an attempt to suppress the revolution. By so doing, they are sabotaging extensive proletarian democracy, the great proletarian eultural revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Chairman Mao teaches us that there should be democracy
within the ranks of the people and dictatorship over the reactionaries. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the safeguard
for the implementation of extensive proletarian democracy
while extensive proletarian democracy in turn ls aimed at
consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat. Without extensive proletarian demoiracy, there is the danger that the dictatorship of the proletariat will turn into the dictatorship of the
bourgeoisie. Without the dictatorship of the proletariat there
t Mao Tse-tung, On the. Correct Handling of Contradi,ctions
the People, 1st Eng. pocket ed., FLP, Peking 1966, p. ;1.0.
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can be no proletarian democracy; there cannot even be democ-

racy on a small scale,' let alone extertsive democracy. In the
course of the great proietarian cultural revolution, our organs
of proletarian dictatorship must resolutely and rnost unswervingly guarantee the democratic rights of the people and guarantee that free airing of views, the posting of big-character
posters, great debates, and the large-scale exchange of revolutionary experience proceed in a normal way. Where there is
conclusive evidence of cases of murder, arson, poisoning, traffic
accidents created with nurderous intent, maintaining traitorous relations vrith foreign countries; theft of state secrets and
sabotage, the counter-revolutionaries concerned mu-st be subjected to dictatorship and punished according to law. A11 revolutionary peopie should assist and supervise our'state organs
of dictatorship in carrying out their task of safeguarding extensive proletarian democracy. As for Rightists who are reactionary-millded but have not done anything agilinst the lar,v, the
masses should struggle against thern by presenting facts and
reasoning things out.
Fourth, continue to carry out mass criticisrl and repudiation
of the bourgeois reactionary line.
It is by no means accidental that the bourgeois reactionany
line has appeared in the gi'eat proletarian cuiturai revolution.
Since China entered the stage of socialist revolution, there
have heen struggles between the proletarian revolutionary line
represented by Chairman il4ao and the boutrgeois reactionar-y
Ilne, and over the issue of whether to buiid sccialisrn or capitalism. Those who have put forward the reactionary line in
the great proietarian cultural revolution only further exposed
their reactionary bourgeois stand'
A great deal of intensive and careful ll'ork sti1l has to be
done in order to get rid of the bourgeois reactionary line and
stamp or.tt its influence in the factories, mines and other enterprlses, in rural areas, in primary and middle schnols, in colleges
and universities, in cultural circles, in Party and government
institutions and in all other spheres so that people can really
1B

get to the ideological root in solving this question. We must
have a clear understanding of this point.
Great efforts must be made henceforth to destroy the bourgeois reactionary iine and establish Chairman lVlao's proletarian
revolutionary line in the movement among the workers, p€asants and students, and on all. obher fronts in thc. great proletarian cuitural revolution. This is the key to carrying the great
proletarian culturai revolution through to the end.
Revolutionary cadres in the Party and goverument institutions must break with outmoded rules and regulations and
conventions which shackle the revolution. They must go
among the masses and, together with the workers, peasants
and revolutionary students, criticize and repudiate the bourgeois reactionary Une arrd. struggie against the handful of
Farty persons in authority who are taking the capitalist road.
Through the mass movement of the gr,eat proletarian cultural
revolution, rve shall realize the thorough proletarian revolutionization of our Party and government institutions.
During the cribicism and repudiation of the bourgeois reactionary line, those comrades who have committed errors of
iine must be treated in accordance with Chairman Mao,s instructions, that is,

.

. in the spirit of "tr6arning frorn past rnistakes to avoid
future ones" and "curing tlae sickness to save the patient,,
in order to achieve the twofold objective of clarity in
ideology and unity almong cornrades.l

As for the very few double-dealers who refuse to correct
themselves, stick to their errors and feign compliance while

acting in opposition, the t:nasses will surely overthrow them
and for this they will have only themselves to blame.
Ttre Chinese Communist Party is great, glor:ious and correct.
Those Party persons in authority who are taking the capitalist
I

Mao Tse-tung, "Our Study and the Current Situation", Selected
III, p. 164.

Warks, Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1965, Vol.
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road amount to just a handful of peopie. The overwhelming
majority of Party members and cadres are good and want revolution. Through the testing and tempering of the mass movement in the great proletarian c,ultural revolution, they will
become

still

stronger.

The revolutionary Left should make great efforts to study
and apply Chairman Mao's works creatively, raise their level
and readjust their ranks in the struggle to cr:iticize and repudiate the bourgeois reactionary line. The i'anks of the revolutionary Left must strengthen their unity on the basis of
Mao Tse-tung's thought. They should make greater efforts to
study and grasp the strategic and tactical concepts of Chairman
Mao and be good at winning over and uniting with the great
majority so as to isolate the diehard enemy to the greatest
possible extent. In the struggle, a strict distinction must be
made between contradictions between o'urselves and the enemy
and those among the people. "The strictest care should be
taken to distinguish between the anti-Party, anti-socialist
Rightists and those who support the Party and socialism but
have said. or done something wrong or have written some bad
articles or other works", and "to distinguish between the reactionary bourgeois scholar despots and 'authorities' on the
one hand and people who have the ordinary bourgeois academic ideas on the other".1 By the end of the movement we shall
achieve unity of more than 95 per cent of the cadres and more
than 95 per cent of the masses'
It is certain that the handful of Party persons in authority
who are taking the capitalist road and those very few diehards
who stick to the bourgeois reactionary line will play new tricks
'and continue to make trouble. Like all other reactionaries,
,,in the last aualysis, their persectltion of the revolutionary
people only serves to accelerate the people's revolutions on a
quoted frorn Decisi,on of the Central Co-mmi,ttee of the Chinese Comi"rtg concerning the Great pt.oTetarian culturdl Reuolution,
Eng. ed., FLP, Peking, 1966, P. 6.
r
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hroader ancl urore intense scale".1 To be sure, like all other
reactionaries, they too are paper tigers. We rnust do as Chaii'man Mao teaches us: despise them strategiciiily and take fuil
account of them tactically, and wage an unremifl,ing struggle
against them.
trn the great proletarian cultural revolution, we should take
as the l<ey linl< the class struggle between the proletariat and
the borargeoisie, the struggle hetween the socialist and capitalist roads anci that between the proletarian levolufiona.ry line
and the bourgeois reactionary line. ln coniunction with the
free airing of views, big-character posters and great debates,
we should further develop the mass movement for the creative
study arerJ apptrication of Chairrnan Mao's ',vorhs in response to
the call of Cornraele Lin Fiao who is hotrding high the great red
bar-rner of lVlao Tse-tung's thought, and we should temper,
strengihen and expand the highiy proleta.r:ianized and militant
revolutionary ranks to rvin one new victory a"fter another.
Under the banner of the great thought of Mao Tse-tung,
Let the working class unite,
Let the working class unite with the poor and lovrer-middle
peiasants and other working people,
Let ail working people unite with the revolutionary students,
revolutionary intellectuals and revolutionary cadres,
Let the people of all nationalities unite,
Unfold class struggle in an all-round way ttrroughout the
country,
And carry the great proletarian cultural revolution through
to the end!
Long live the great teacher, the great leader, the great
supreffie comn'lander and the great helmsman Chairman Mao!

1 Mao Tse-trrng,
"speech at the Meeting of the Supreme Soviet of
the U.S.S.R. in Celebration of the 40th Annivetsary of the Great October
Socialist Revolution" (November 6, 1957).
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