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OUTLINE REPORT CONCERNING
THE CURRENT ACADEMIC DISCUSSION
OF THE GROUP OF FIVE IN CHARGE OF

THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION*

(February 7, 1966)

The Group of Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution
convened a mecting on February 3. It was attended by eleven
comrades: Peng Chen, Lu Ting-i, K'ang Sheng, Wu Leng-hsi
and Hsu Li-ch’un, Hu Sheng, Yao Chen, Wang Li, Fan Jo-yu,
Liag Jlen and Cheng Tien-hsiang,

The problems discussed and the main opinions put forward
at the meeting are as follows:

(1) The sitwation and nature of the current academic
criticism:

The criticism of Wu Han's Hai Jui Dismissed from Office
and the resultant discussions on the inheritance of morality, “in-
corruptible officials,” “the policy of concession,” the appraisal
of historical figures, and the viewpoint and mecthod of historical
rescarch have cnlivened thinking and lifted the curtain.  The
achievements that have been made in this connection are tremen-
dous.

This large-scale debate, by its nature, is a gigantic struggle
in the ideological sphere between Marxism-Leninism and  the
thought of Mao Tse-tung on the one hand, and bourgeois ideas
on the other. It is a struggle in the academic realm for climinat-
ing bourgeois reactionary or mistaken ideas following the winning
of political power by the proletariat of our country and after the
carrying out of the socialist revolution.  Above all, it is a struggle
for [ostering proletarian ideology and cradicating bourgeois ideo-
logy; it is a component part of the struggle between two roads,
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socialism and capitalism.

This large-scale debate is bound to spread to other academic
spheres.  Therefore we must carry out this struggle under leader-
ship, seriously, positively and prudently. We must attack bour-
geois ideas, and consolidate and expand the positions of pro-
letarian ideclogy. Moreover, we must do our utmost to encourage
our cadres, academic workers and the broad masses of workers
and peasants to make a study of Marxism-Leninism, the thought
of Mao Tse-tung, so that they may raisc further their political
and ideological levels.

Total liquidation of bourgeois thought in the academic realm
is a problem which has remained unsolved in the Soviet Union
and other socialist countries. Herein exists the question of who
lcads whom and who defeats whom. Through this struggle and
guided by the thought of Mao Tsc-tung, we must open up the
way for the solution of this problem. While struggling and study-
ing simultaneously, we must train a red and expert academic [orce
and gradually and systematically solve the problems in this respect.

Through this struggle and other kinds of work (for instance,
encouraging the workers, peasants and soldiers to study Chairman
Mao's works and philosophy ), we shall not only further bresk
the monopoly positions of old intellectuals, actually the exploiting
classes, in the academic and cultural ficlds, but also enter a new
historical period in which the broad masses of workers, peasants
and soldicrs directly master the theorctical weapons of Marxism-
Leninism, the thought of Mao Tse-tung, and science and culture.
OF course, a start will be made with those among them who have
a4 relatively high level of culture, and things will develop in a
forward direction following the popularization and elevation of
culture among the masses of workers and peasants.

It is precisely for this rcason that we must take adequate
account of the protractedness, complexity, and enormity of this
struggle. We must despise the enemy strategically but take him
seriously tactically.  We must see that this struggle will not be
over alter several months and that we cannot [ulfill our task by
writing several conclusive articles or by drawing political con-
clusions for those whom we have criticized. We should seriously
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and unmterruptedly persevere in this struggle for a prolonged
period of time,

(2) Policies:

The policy of “opening wide™ propounded by Comrade Ma2
Tse-tung at the Party’s National Conference on Propaganda Work
in March 1957 calls for full expression of all kinds of opinion
(including anti-Marxist things), so that in the course of the tit-
for-tat struggle between contradictions, and by the method of
putting facts on the table and rcasoning things out, reactionary
or mistaken ideas may be analyzed and criticized, truly refuted
and destroved.

Problems of academic contention are rather complicated, and
some matters are not casy to define within a short time. In the
course of the discussion, we must grasp the major issues of right
and wrong. First of all, we must draw a clear line of distinction
between the two classes (the proletariat and the bourgeoisie),
between the two roads (the socialist road and the capitalist road),
and between the two doctrines (Marxism-Leninism and  anti-
Marxism-Leninism ). In addition, we must make clear the fun-
damental academic problems. We must insist on seeking truth
from facts and uphold the principle of everybody being equal
before truth. We must convince people with facts. We must
not behave like scholar-tyrants who are always acting arbitrarily
and trying to overwhelm people with their power. We must
encourage the upholding of truth and be ever ready to correct
mistakes.

There must be both destruction and construction (without
construction, there can be no real and thorough destruction). 1In
the course of struggle we must seriously and arduously study the
thought of Mao Tsc-tung in our academic studics, possess a mass
of data, carry out scientific analyses, and achieve academic pro-
gress. That is to say, it is necessary not only to beat the other
side politically, but also, by academic and professional standards,
truly surpass and beat it by a wide margin.

Only by doing so can we facilitate the gradual reform of old
intellectuals with the use of proletarian ideas, elevate the standard
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of revolutionary intellectuals, unite with the majority. opposc the
minority, and truly isolate an extremely small number of people
who persist in their mistukes or cling to their reactionary view-
points and so gradually smash the reactionary academic viewpoints,

We must permit and welcome those who have made mistakes
and people who cling to reactionary academic vicwpoiits 1o cor-
rect their mistakes. We must take a solemn attitude of doing
good 1o people, must not gloss over things, and must not say
to them, “You are not permitted to make revolution.” Whether

they relorm genuincly or falsely, it will do some good for us to
do this.

As regards people like Wu Han who treats history with the
bourgeois world outlook and committed political mistakes, the
discussion in the press should not be confined to political ques-
tions, but should go [ully into the various academic and theoretical
questions involved.  If opinions still differ at the end of the
discussion, they should be reserved and discussed in future. This
will make it easier to air various opinions and enable our forces
o grow and expand in the course of struggling and studying
simultaneously.

Public mention in the press of names for major criticism
must be made with care. and in the case of some people, the
approval of the leading bodies concerned must first be secured.
Those actors who in the past participated in the performance of
bad plays must not be asked to muke public self-criticism in the

press in the present controversy. Their mistakes may be solved
on other occasions.

Newspapers such as Worker's Daily, China Y outh News, and
Sports News may in principle publish articles or extracts of them,
but they must pay attention 1o yuality, simplicity and consciousness.

(3) Forces:

The Group of Five and the various provincial, municipal,
and autonomous regional Party committees must organize forces
of revolutionary academic workers. They must rely on the
staunch revolutionary Left, unite with all revolutionary intellec-
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tuals, and isolate the extremely small number of people who
stubbornly persist in their nuistakes.

We must engage in struggle and construction at the same
time. Turning a small number into a great number, we may
gradually form an army of revolutionary, militant, and red-and-
expert intellectuals who surpass the bourgeois intellectuals not
only politically but academically as well.

(4) Mutual assistance among the Lelt:

It is necessary to form "mutnal aid teams™ and “coopera-
tives” of academic workers of the Left. On the basis of scparate
research and through collective discussion, we must encourage
them to divide their work and write, criticize and help each other
in appropriate ways, and oppose taking one’s self as the only
one who is right. We must be alert against academic workers
of the Left taking the road of bourgeois cxperts and scholar-
tyrants.  Serious attention must be given to outstanding young
writers emerging from the struggle, and they must be trained
and helped.

Even some staunch revolutionary Leftists (viewed from long-
term behavior) can hardly avoid saying something wrong during
a4 certain time or making some big or small mistakes on some
issucs on account of the fact that they have not totally eliminated
the old ideas or have a vague understanding of the problems.
When appropriate opportunities present themselves and by the
method of study and rectification among the minority within the
ranks, they may be helped to clear up their ideas and distinguish
the right from the wrong, and increasc their immunity and re-
sistance. It will be all right when they correct the mistakes they
have made or have the determination to make amends. They
must not take hold of [attack] cach other, for this will hamper
their academic criticism of the bourgeoisie and their own advance,

(5) With regard to controversial problems, we must now
proceed with preparations and, when the time comes, we shall
publish in the press some articles of relatively high quality.

(6) The Group of Five sets up an office for academic
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criticism, which will be run by Comrades Hsu Li-ch’'un, Hu Shzng,
Wu Leng-hsi, Yao Chen, Wang Li, and Fan Jo-yu. Comrade
Hsu Li-ch’un 15 director of the office, and Comrade Hu Sheng
15 in charge of academic work.

This document is often referred to as the “February Thesis™ or
“February Outline™. Tt was drawn up on February 7, 1966, and approved
by the CCP Central Committee for distribution on February 12, 1966:
but was revoked by the Central Committee on May 16, 1966, The last
paragraph of the May 16 Circular says: “This circular is 10 be senl,
together with the erroneows document issued by the Central Commutiee
on February 12, 1966, down 1o the level of county Parly commitiees,
Party committees 1n the cultural organmizations and Party committees al
regunental level in the army. These committees are asked 1o disguss
which of the Iwo documents is wrong and which is correct.” However
this “outline” has never been published in oflicial Chinese Conumuniss
publications, The “May 16 Circular” was published in People’s Dails
on May 17, 1967, withoul bemg accompanied by the “February Outline™
There is one issue (date unknown) ol People's University Three Reds in
1967 which carries this “Qutline™: but the name of Kang Sheng in the
first paragraph, und the name of Wang Li in the first and the last para
graphs were replaced by "X X" New Steel Academy, No, 18, published
on May 20, 1967, by Peking Steei Academy Revolutionary Rebels Com-
mune, carries the same document, but the names of Kang Sheng und
Wang 11 appear undisguised. The Fnglish version is provided by Surves
iff Chinag Mainfand Press, Wo, 3952, June 5, 1967,
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CIRCULAR OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY™

(May 16, 1966

To all regional bureaus of the Central Committee, all provincial,
municipal and autonomous region Party committees, all
departments and commissions under the Central Commitiee,
all leading Party members’ groups and Parly committees in
government departments and people’s organizations, and the
General Political Department of the People’s Liberation
Army:

The Central Committee has decided to revoke the “Outline
Report on the Current Academic Discussion Made by the Group
of Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution™ which was approved
for distribution on February 12, 1966, to dissolve the “Group of
Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution™ and its offices, and
to set up a new Cultural Revolution Group directly under the
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau. The outline report
by the so-called “Group of Five" is fundamentally wrong. It
runs counter to the line of the socialist cultural revolution set
forth by the Central Committee and Comrade Mao Tse-tung and
to the guiding principles formulated at the Tenth Plenary Session
of the LCighth Central Commitiee of the Party in 1962 on the
question of classes and class struggle in socialist society. While
feigning compliance, the outline actually opposes and stubbornly
resists the great cultural revolution initiated and led personally
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung, as well as the instructions, regarding
the criticism of Wu Han, which he gave at the working conference
of the Central Committee held in September and October 1965
(that is, at the session of the Standing Committee of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee attended also by the leading

20



comrades of all the regional burcaus of the Central Committee).

The outline report by the so-called “Group of Five” is ac-
tually an outline report by P'eng Chen alone. He concocted it
according to his own ideas behind the backs of Comrade K'eng
Sheng, a member of the “Group of Five,” and other comrades.
In handling such a document regarding important questions which
affect the over-all situation in the socialist revolution, P'eng Chen
had no discussions or exchange of views at all within the “Group
of Five." He did not ask any local Party committee for its
opinion, nor, when submitting the outline report, did he make it
clear that it was being sent to the Central Committee for cxamina-
tion as its official document, and still less did he get the approval
of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, Chairman of the Central Commitlee.
Employing the most improper methods, he acted arbitrarily,
abused his powers and, usurping the name of the Central Com-
mittee, hurriedly issued the outline report to the whole Party.

The main crrors of the outline report are as follows:

1) Proceeding from a bouregois stand and the bourgeois
world outlook in its appraisal of the situation in and the nature
of the current academic criticism, the outline completely reverses
the relation between the enemy and ourselves, putting the one
into the position of the other. Qur country is now in an upsurge
of the great proletarian cultural revolution which is pounding at
all the decadent ideological and cultural positions still held by
the bourgeoisie and the remnants of feudalism. Instead of en-
couraging the entire Party boldly to arouse the broad masses of
workers, peasants and soldicrs and the fighters for proletarian
culture so that they can continug to charge ahead, the outline
does its best 1o turn the movement to the Right. Using muddled,
self-contradictory and hypocritical language, it obscures the sharp
class struggle that is taking place on the cultural and ideological
front. In particular, it obscures the aim of this great struggle,
which is to criticize and repudiate Wu Han and the considerable
number of other anti-Party and anti-socialist representatives of
the bourgeoisic (there are a number of these in the Central Com-
mittee and in the Party, government and other departments at
the central as well as at the provincial, municipal and autonomous
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region level. By avoiding any mention of the fact repeatedly
pointed out by Chairman Mao, namely, that the key point in
Wu Han's drama Hai Jui Dismissed From Office is the question
of dismissal from office, the outline covers up the serious political
nature of the struggle.

2) The outline violates the basic Marxist thesis that all
class struggles are political struggles. When the press began to
touch on the political issues involved in Wu Han’s Hai Jui Dis-
missed From Office, the authors of the outline went so far as to
say:  “The discussion in the press should not be confined to
political questions, but should go fully into the various academic
and theorctical questions involved.” Regarding the criticism ol
Wu Han, they declared on various occasions that it was imper-
missible to deal with the heart of the matter, namely, the dismissal
of the Right opportunists at the lushan Mecting in 1959 and
the opposition of Wu Han and others to the Party and socialism.
Comrade Mao Tse-tung has often told us that the ideological
struggle against the hbourgeoisie is a protracted class struggle which
cannot be resolved by drawing hasty political conclusions.  How-
ever, P'eng Chen deliberately spread rumors, telling many people
that Chairman Mao believed political conclusions on the criticism
of Wu Han could be drawn alter two months. Peng Chen also
said that the political issues could be discussed two months later,
His purpose was to channcl the political struggle in the cultural
sphere into the so-called pure academic discussion so frequently
advocated by the bourgeoisie. Clearly, this means giving pro-
minence to bourgeois politics and opposing giving prominence to
proletarian politics,

3) The outline lays special cmphasis on what it calls “open-
ing wide.” But, playing a sly trick it grossly distorts the policy
of “opening wide” expounded by Comrade Mao Tse-tung at the
Party’s National Conference on Propaganda Work in March 1957
and negates the class content of “opening wide.,” Tt was in deal-
ing with this question that Comrade Mao Tse-tung pointed out:
“*We sull have to wage a protracted struggle against bourgcois
and pelly-bourgeois ideology. It is wrong not to understand this
and to give up ideological struggle. All erroneous ideas, all
poisonous weeds, all ghosts and monsters, must be subjected to
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criticism; in no circumstance should they be allowed to spread
unchecked.” Comrade Mao Tse-tung also said, “To ‘open wide’
means to let all people express their opinions freely, so that they
dare to speak, dare to criticize and dare to debate.”  This outline,
however, poses “opening wide” against exposure by the proletariat
of the bourgeoisie’s reactionary stand. What it means by “opening
wide” is bourgeois liberalization, which would allow only the
bourgeoisie to “open wide,” but would not allow the proletarial
to “open wide” and hit back; in other words, it is a shicld for
such reactionary bourgeois representatives as Wu Han,  The
“opening wide” in this outline is against Mao Tse-tung's thought
and caters to the needs of the bourgeoisie.

4) Just when we began the counter-offensive against the
wild attacks of the bourgeoisie, the authors of the outline raised
the slogan: “Evervone is equal before the truth.” This is a
bourgeois slogan. Completely negating the class nature of truth,
they usc this slogan to protect the bourgeoisic and oppose the
proletariat, oppose Marxism-Leninism and oppose Mao  I'se-
tung's thought. In the struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie. between the truth of Marxism and the fallacies of
the bourgeoisic and all other exploiting classes, cither the East
wind prevails over the West wind or the West wind prevails over
the East wind, and there is absolutely no such thing as equality.
Can any cquality be permitted on such basic questions as the
struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, the dictatorship
of the proletariat over the bourgeoisie, the dictatorship of the
proletariat in the superstructure, including all the various spheres
of culture, and the continued efforts of the proletariat to weed
out thosc representatives of the bourgeoisic who have sneaked
into the Communist Party and who wave “red [lags” lo oppose
the red flag? For decades the old-line Social Democrats, and
for over ten vears the modern revisionists, have never allowed the
prolctariat cquality with the bourgeoisie. They completely deny
that the several thousand vears of human history is a history of
class struggle. They completely deny the class struggle of the
proletariat against the bourgeoisic. proletarian revolution against
the bourgeoisie and the dictatorship of the proletariat over the
bourgeoisic.  On the contrary, they are faithful lackeys of the
bourgeoisie and imperialism. Together with the bourgeoisie and
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imperialism, they cling to the bourgeois ideology of oppression
and exploitation of the proletariat and to the capitalist system, and
they oppose Marxist-Leninist ideology and the socialist system.
They are a bunch of counter-revolutionarics opposing the Com-
munist Party and the people. Their struggle against us Is one
of life and death, and there is no question of equality. Therefore,
our struggle against them, too, can be nothing but a life-and-death
struggle, and our relation with them can in no way be one of
equality. On the contrary, it is a relation of one class oppressing
another, that is, the dictatorship of the proletariat over the bour-
geoisic. There can be no other type of relation, such as a so-called
relation of equality, or of peaceful coexistence between exploiting
and exploited classes, or of kindness or magnanimity.

5) The outline states: “It is necessary not only to beat
the other side politically, but also, by academic and professional
standards, truly surpass and beat it by a wide margin.” This
concept which makes no class distinction on academic mutters
is also very wrong. The truth on academic questions, the truth
of Marxism-Leninism, of Mao Tse-tung's thought — which the
prolctariat has grasped — has already far surpassed and beaten
the bourgeoisie. The formulation in the outlinc shows that its
authors laud the so-called academic authoritics of the bourgeoisie
and try to boost their prestige. and that they hate and repress the
militant new-born forces representative of the proletariat in
academic circles.

6) Chairman Mao often says that there is no construction
without destruction. Destruction means criticism and repudiation;
it means revolution. It involves rcasoning things out, which is
construction. Put destruction first, and in the process you have
construction. Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse-tung’s thought, was
founded and has constantly developed in the course of the struggle
to destroy bourgeois ideology. This outline, however, emphasizes
that “without construction, there can be no real and thorough
destruction.” This amounts to prohibiting the destruction of
bourgeois ideology and prohibiting the construction of proletarian
ideclogy. It is diametrically opposed to Chairman Mao's thought.
It runs counter to the revolutionary struggle we have been waging
on the cultural front for the vigorous destruction of bourgeois
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ideology. And it amounts to prohibiting the proletariat from
making any revolution.

7) The outline states that “we must not behave like scholar-
tyrants who are always acting arbitrarily and trying to overwhelm
people with their power™” and that “we should guard against any
tendency for academic workers of the Left to take the road of
bourgeois experts and scholar-tvrants.” What is really meant by
“scholar-tyrants”? Who are the “scholar-tyrants™?  Should the
proletariat not exercise dictatorship and overwhelm the bour-
geoisie? Should the academic work of the proletariat not over-
whelm and eradicate that of the bourgeoisic? And if proletarian
academic work overwhelms and eradicates bourgeois academic
work, can this be regarded as an act of “scholar-tyrants”? The
outline directs its spearhead against the proletarian Left.  Ob-
viously, its aim is to label the Marxist-Leninists “scholar-tyrants™
and thus to support the real, bourgeois scholar-tyrants and prop
up their tottering monopoly position in academic circles, As a
matter of fact, those Party people in authority taking the capitalist
road who support the bourgeois scholar-tyrants, and those bour-
geols representatives who have sneaked into the Party and protect
the bourgeois scholar-tyrants, are indecd big Party tyrants who
have usurped the name of the Party, do not rcad books, do not
read the daily press, have no contact with the masses, have no
learning at all, and rely solely on “acting arbitrarily and tryving to
overwhelm people with their power.”

8) For their own ulterior purposes, the authors of the
outline demand a “rectification campaign™ against the staunch
Left in a deliberate cffort to create confusion, blur class align-
ments and divert people from the target of struggle. Their main
purposc in dishing up the outline in such a hurry was to attack
the proletarian Left.  They have gone out of their way to build
up dossiers about the Left, tried to find all sorts of pretexts for
attacking them, and intended to launch further attacks on them
by means of a “rectification campaign,” in the vain hope of
disintegrating their ranks. They openly resist the policy explicitly
put forward by Chairman Mao of protecting and supporting the
Left and giving serious attention to building up and expanding
their ranks. On the other hand, they have conicrred on those
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bourgeois representatives, revisionists and renegades who have
sneaked into the Party the title of “staunch Left,” and are shield-
ing them. In these ways, they are trying to inflate the arrogance
of the bourgeois Rightists and to dampen the spirits of the pro-
letarian Left.  They are filled with hatred for the proletariat and
love for the bourgeoisie.  Such is the bourgeois concept of brother-
hood held by the authors of the outline.

G) At a time when the new and fierce struggle of the
proletariat against the representatives of the bourgeoisie on the
ideological front has only just begun, and in many spheres and
places has not even started — or, if it has started, most Party
commitiees concerned have a very poor understanding of the
task of leadership in this great struggle and their leadership is far
from conscientious and effective — the outline stresses again and
again that the struggle must be conducted “under direction,”
“with prudence,” “with caution,” and “with the approval of the
leading bodies concerned.” All this serves to place restrictions
on the proletarian Left, to impose taboos and commaundments
in order to tic their hands, and to place all sorts of obstacles in
the way of the proletarian cultural revolution. In a word, the
authors of the outline are rushing to apply the brakes and launch
a counter-attack in revenge. As for the articles written by the
proletarian Left refuting the reactionary bourgeois “authorities,”
they nurse bitter hatred against those already published and are
suppressing those not yet published. But on the other hand, they
give free rein to all the various ghosts and monsters who for many
vears have abounded in our press, radio, magazines, books, text-
books, platforms, works of literature, cinema, drama, ballads and
stories, the fine arts, music, the dance, etc. and in doing so they
never advocate proletarian leadership or stress any need for ap-
proval. The contrast here shows where the authors of the outline
really stand.

10) The present struggle centres around the issue of im-
plementation of or resistance to Comrade Mao Tse-tung's line
on the cultural revolution.  Yet the outline states: “Through
this struggle, and under the guidance of Mao Tse-tung's thought,
we shall open up the way for the solution of this problem (that
15, ‘the thorough liquidation of bourgeois ideas in the realm of
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academic work’).” Comrade Mao Tse-tung opened up the way
for the proletariat on the cultural and ideological front long ago,
in his On New Democracy, Talks at the Yenan Forum on Litera-
ture and Arr, Letter to the Yenan Peking Opera Theatre After
Secing the Performance of " Driven 1o Join the Liangshan Rebels,”
On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People,
and Speech ar the Chinese Communist Party's National Confer-
ence on Propaganda Work. Yet the outline maintains that Mao
Tse-tung’s thought has not yet opened up the way for uws and
that the way has 10 be opened up anew. Using the banner of
“under the guidance of Mao Tse-tung’s thought™ as cover, the
outline actually attempts to open up a way opposcd to Mao Tse-
tung’s thought, that is the way of modern revisionism, the way
for the restoration of capitalism,

In short, the outline opposes carrying the socialist revolution
through to the end, opposes the line on the cultural revolution
pursucd by the Central Committee of the Party headed by Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung, attacks the proletarian Left and shields the
bourgeois Right, thereby preparing public opinion for the restora-
tion of capitalism. It is a reflection of bourgeois ideology in the
Party: it is out-and-out revisionism. Far from being a minor
1ssue, the struggle against this revisionist line is an issuc of prime
importance having a vital bearing on the destiny and future of
our Party and state, on the future complexion of our Party and
state. and on the world revolution.

Party committees at all levels must immediately stop carrying
out the “Outline Report on the Current Academic Discussion
Made by the Group of Five in Charge of the Cultural Revolution.”
The whole Party must follow Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s instruc-
tions, hold high the great banncr of the proletarian cultural rev-
olution, thoroughly cxpose the reactionary bourgeois stand of those
so-called  “academic authorities” who oppose the Party and
socialism, thoroughly criticize and repudiate the reactionary bour-
geois ideas in the sphere of academic work, education, journalism,
literature and art and publishing, and seize the leadership in these
cultural spheres. To achieve this, it is necessary at the same
time to criticize and repudiate those representatives of the bour-
geoiste who have sneaked into the Party, the government, the
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army and all spheres of culture, to clear them out or transfer

some of them to other positions.  Above all, we must not entrust

these people with the work of lcading the cultural revolution. In

fact many of them have done and are still doing such work, and
this is extremely dangerous.

Those representatives of the bourgeoisic who have sneaked
into the Party, the government, the army and various cultural
circles are a bunch of counter-revolutionary revisionists, Once
conditions are ripe, they will seize political power and turn the
dictatorship of the proletariat into a dictatorship of the bour-
geosie.  Some of them we have alreadv seen through, others we
have not. Some are still trusted by us and are being truined as
our successors, persons like Khrushchev, for example, who are
still nestling beside us.  Party committees at all levels must pay
full attention to this matter.

This circular is to be sent, together with the ecrroneous
document issued by the Central Committee on February 12, 1966,
down to the level of county Party committees, Party commiliees
in the cultural organizations and Party committees at regimental
level in the army. These committees are asked to discuss which
of the two documents is wrong and which is correct, their under-
standing of these documents, and their achicvements and mistakes.

*  This document is oftcn referred to as the “May 16 Circular”, the
lirst important document in the development of power siruggle in CCP
under the name of the great cultural revolution. 1L was issued on May 16,
1966, but was only published on May 17, 1967 in People's ﬂm'ﬂ_r. The
I:.ngl:*-.h version is pllh!t‘-hl‘."ll in Peking Review Vol. 10, No. 21, May 19,
1967. According to l'."(ﬂic':.lu::»n of Documents of the Greal I"ru!n:mnan
Cultural Revolution, Vol, published by 'Pr'hng Chemical Fngineering
College Mao Tec-tung's Ilmuglu Propagandist” in May 1967, the senal
number of this circular is "Chung-fa 267 (66"
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COMMENT OF THE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE
ON THE TRANSMISSION OF
THE REPORT OF THE WORK GROUP
OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
CONCERNING THE PROBLEM OF
LO JUI-CH'ING'S MISTAKES*

To various burcaus of the Central Committee, Party committees
of various provinces, municipalitics and autonomous regions,
various departmental committees of the Central Committee,
Party leading members’ groups and Party committees of
various departments of state organs and people’s organiza-
tions, and the General Political Department of the People’s
Liberation Army:

The April 13 report of the Work Group of the Central
Committee concerning Lo Jui-ch’ing’s mistakes and problems is
now transmitted to you. The Central Committee is in agreement
with this report.

The Central Committce holds that Lo Jui-ch'ing's mistake
is one of using the bourgeois military line to oppose the proletarian
military line, using revisionism to oppose Marxism-Leninism and
Mao Tse-tung's thought, opposing the Party Central Committee,
Chairman Mao and Comrade Lin Piao. and the mistake of a
bourgeois individual ambitionist in usurping leadership in the
army and opposing the Party.

The Central Committee holds that this group meeting has
been quite successful. It has implemented and carried out the
policy of “learning from past mistakes to avoid future ones and
curing the sickness to save the patient.” The method of present-
ing facts and rcasoning has been adopted to give Lo Jui-ch'ing
a painstaking cducation and stern criticism and repudiation.
Instcad of making a self-examination of his own mistakes in real
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carnest, Lo Jui-ch'ing tried to commit suicide by jumping from
an upper floor on March 18 (sustaining injury), thus taking the
road of cutting himself off from the Party and the people of his
own accord.

In view of the extreme seriousness of Lo Jui-ch'ing's prob-
lems, the Central Committee has decided to suspend him as
Secretury to the Secretariat of the Party Central Committee and
Vice Premier of the State Council and the plenum of the Central
Committee will be later asked to adopt a decision in this con-
nection.

In order to educate the cadres, to learn lessons and to
eliminate Lo Jui-ch'ing’s crroneous influence, the Central Com-
mittec has decided to release the report of the Work Group of
the Central Committee together with the comment of the Central
Committee to the county commiltecs and the Party committees at
the regimental level. The four major speechs of Comrades Yeh
Chien-ying, Hsiech Fu-chih, Hsiao Hua and Yang Cheng-wu
appended to this report, the seli-examination made by Lo Jui-
ch’ing on March 12, and the April 24 report of Yeh Chien-ying,
Hsiao Hua, Yang Ch'eng-wu and Liu Chih-chien to the Chairman
and the Central Committee are released to the district committees
and Party committees at the divisional level for verbal transmission
to the Party-member cadres at the county and regimental level.

The Central Committee of the
Chinese Communist Party

Mav 16, 1966

*  This decument is included in the Collection of Documents of the
Chemical Engineering College. Only the comment of the CCP Central
Committee is published: the report of the Work Group and other relevant
document were not,
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DECISION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
OF THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY
CONCERNING THE GREAT
1 PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

(Adopted on August 8, 1966)

1‘
A New Stage in the Socialist Revolutien

The great proletarian cultural revolution now unfolding is a
greal revolution that touches people o their very souls and con-
stitules a new stage in the development of the socialist revolution
in our country, a decper and more extensive stage.

At the Tenth Plenary Session of the Eighth Central Com-
mittee of the Party, Comrade Mao Tse-tung said:  To overthrow
a4 political power, it is always necessary, frst of all, to creale
public opinion, to do work in the ideological sphere. This is true
for the revolutionary class as well as for the counter-revolutionary
class. This thesis of Comrade Mao T'se-tung's has been proved
cntircly correct in practice.

Although the bourgeoisie has been overthrown, it is still
trving to use the old ideas, cullure, customs and habits of the
exploiting clusses to corrupt the masses, capture their minds and
endeavour to stage a come-back. The proleturiat must do just
the opposite: it must meet head-on every challenge of the bour-
geoisie in the ideological ficld and use the new ideas, culture,
customs and habits of the proletarial to change the mental out-
look of the whole of society. At present, our objective is Lo
struggle against and crush those persons in authority who are
taking the capitalist road, to criticize and repudiate the reac-
tionary bourgeois academic “authorities™ and the ideology of the
bourgeoisie and all other exploiting classes and to transform
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cducation, literature and art and all other parts of the super-
structurc that do not correspond to the socialist economic base,

s0 as to facilitate the consolidation and development of the
socialist system.

2
The Main Current and the Zigzags

The masses of the workers, peasants, soldiers, revolutionary
intellectuals and revolutionary cadres form the main force in this
great cultural revolution.  Large numbers of revolutionary young
people, previously unknown, have become courageous and daring
pathbreakers. They are vigorous in action and intelligent.
Through the media of big-character posters and great debates,
they argue things out, expose and critize thoroughly, and launch
resolule attacks on the open and hidden representatives of the
bourgeoisic. In such a great revolutionary movement, it is hardly
avoidable that they should show shortcomings of one kind or
another, but their main revolutionary orientation has been correct
from the beginning. This is the main current in the great prole-
tarian cultural revolution. It is the main direction along which
the great proletarian cultural revolution continues to advance,

Since the cultural revolution is a revolution, it inevitably
meets with resistance.  This resistance comes chicfly from thosc
in authority who have wormed their way into the Party and arc
taking the capitalist road. Tt also comes from the old force of
habit in society. At present, this resistance is still fairly strong
and stubborn. However, the great proletarian cultural revolution
is, after all, an irresistible general trend. There is abundant
evidence that such resistance will crumble fast once the masses
become fully aroused.

Because the resistance is fairly strong, there will be reversals
and even repeated reversals in this struggle. There is no harm
in this. It tempers the proletariat and other working people, and
especially the younger generation, teaches them lessons and gives
them experience, and helps them to understand that the revolu-
tionary road is a zigzag one, and not plain sailing.
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3

Put Daring Above Everything Else And
Boldly Arouse the Masses

The outcome of this great cultural revolution will be deter-

mined by whether the Party leadership does or does not dare
boldly to arouse the masscs.

Currently, there are four different situations with regard to
the leadership being given to the movement of cultural revolution
by Party organizations at various levels:

(1) There is the situation in which the persons in charge
of Party organizations stand in the van of the movement and dare
to arouse the masses boldly. They put daring above everything
else, they are dauntless communist fighters and good pupils of
Chairman Mao. They advocate the big-character posters and
great debates. They encourage the masses to expose every kind
of ghost and monster and also to criticize the shortcomings and
errors in the work of the persons in charge. This correct kind
of leadership is the result of putting proletarian politics in the
forefront and Mao Tse-tung's thought in the lead.

(2) Tn many units, the persons in charge have a very poor
understanding of the task of leadership in this great struggle, their
leadership is far from being conscientious and effective, and they
accordingly find themsclves incompetent and in u weak position.
They put fear above everything else. stick to out-moded ways and
regulations, and are unwilling to break away from conventional
practices and move ahead. They have been taken unawares by
the new order of things, the revolutionary order of the masses,
with the result that their leadership lags behind the situation, lags
behind the masses.

(3) In some units, the persons in charge, who made mis-
takes of one kind or another in the past, are even more prone to
put fear above everything else, being afraid that the masses will
catch them out.  Actually, if they make serious self-criticism and
accept the criticism of the masses, the Party and the masses will
make allowances for their mistakes. But if the persons in charge
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don’t, they will continue to make mistakes and become obstacles
to the mass movement.

(4) Some units arc controlled by those who have wormed
their way into the Party and are taking the capitalist road. Such
persons in authority are extremely afraid of being exposed by the
masses and therefore seek every possible pretext to suppress the
mass movement. They resort to such tactics as shifting the targets
for attack and turning black into white in an attempt to lead the
movement astray. When they find themselves very isolated and
no longer able to carry on as before, they resort stll more lo
intrigues, stabbing people in the back, spreading rumors, and
blurring the distinction between revolution and counter-revolution

as much as they can, all for the purpose of attacking the revolu-
lionaries.

What the Central Committee of the Party demands of the
Party committees at all levels is that they persevere in giving
correct leadership, put daring above everything clse, boldly arouse
the masses, change the state of weakness and incompetence where
it exists, encourage those comrades who have made mistakes but
are willing to correct them to cast off their mental burdens and
jon in the struggle, and dismiss from their leading posts all those
in authority who are taking the capitalist road and so make pos-
sible the recapture of the leadership for the proletarian revolu-
Honaries.

4

Let the Masses Educate Themselves
in the Movement

~In the great proletarian cultural revolution, the only method
is for the masses to liberate themselves, and any method of doing
things on their behalf must not be used.

Trust the masses, rely on them and respect their initiative.
Cast out fear. Don't be afraid of disorder. Chairman Mao has
often told us that revolution cannot be so very relined, so gentle,
S0 temperate, Kind, courteous, restrained and magnanimous. Let
the masses educate themselves in this great revolutionary move-
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ment and learn to distinguish between right and wrong and be-
tween correct and incorrect ways of doing things.

Make the fullest use of big-character posters and greal de-
bates to argue matters oul, so that the masses can clanly the
correct views, criticize the wrong views and expose all the ghosts
and monsters. In this way the masses will be able to raise their
political consciousness in the course of the struggle, enhance their
abilities and talents, distinguish right from wrong and draw a clear
line between the encmy and ourselves,

5
Firmly Apply the Class Line Of the Parly

Who are our cnemics? Who are our [nends? This is a
question of the first importance for the revolution and it is like-
wise a question of the first importance for the great cultural
revolution.

Party leadership should be good at discovering the Left and
developing and strengthening the ranks of the Left, and should
firmly rely on the revolutionary Left. During the movement this
is the only way to isolatc thoroughly the most reactionary Right-
isls, win over the middle and unite with the great majority so
that by the end of the movement we shall achieve the unity of
maore than 95 per cent of the cadres and more than 95 per cent
of the masses.

Concentrate all forces to strike at the handful of ultra-
reactionary bourgeois Rightists and counter-revolutionary revision-
ists, and expose and criticize to the full their crimes against the
Party, agamnst socialism and against Mao Tse-tung’s thought so
as to isolate them to the maximum.

The mauin target of the present movement is those within
the Party who are in authority and are taking the capitalist road.

Care should be taken to distinguish strictly batween the anti-
Party, ant-socialist Rightists and those who support the Party
and socialism but have said or done something wrong or have
writlen some bad articles or other works,
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Care should be taken to distinguish strictly between the reac-
tionary bourgeois scholar despots and “authorilies” on the one
hand and people who have the ordinary bourgeois academic ideas
on the other.

Correct Handling of Contradictions
Among the People

A strict distinction must be made hetween the two different
types of contradictions: those among the people and those be-
tween oursclves and the enemy.  Contradictions among the people
must not be made into contradictions between ourselves and the
enemy; nor must contradictions between ourselves and the encmy
be regarded as those among the people.

It is normal for the masses to hold different views. Con-
tention between different views is unavoidable, necessary and
beneficial.  In the course of normal and full debate, the masses
will affirm what is right, correct what is wrong and gradually
reach unanimity.

The method to be used in debates is to present the facts,
reason things out, and persuade through reasoning.  Any method
of forcing a minority holding different views to submit is imper-
missible.  The minority should be protected, because sometimes
the truth is with the minority.  Even if the minority is wrong,

ﬂ'_IE}' should still be allowed to argue their casc and reserve their
views,

When there is a debate, it should be conducted by reasoning,
not by coercion or force.

In the course of debate, every revolutionary should be good
at thinking things out for himself and should develop the com-
munist spirit of daring to think, daring to speak and daring o act.
(I‘.'n the premise that they have the same main orientation, revolu-
tionary comrades should. for the sake of strengthening unity,
avoid endless debate over side issucs.
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f

Be on Guard Against Those Who Brand
the Revolutionary Masses As
“Counter-Revolutionaries™

In certain schools, units, and work teams of the cultural
revolution, some of the persons in charge have organized counter-
attacks against the masses who put up big-character posters against
them. These people have even advanced such slogans as: op-
position to the leaders of a unit or a work team means opposition
to the Party’s Central Committee, means opposilion to the Parly
and socialism, means counter-revolution. In this way il is in-
evitable that their blows will fall on some really revolutionary
activists. This is an error on matters of orientation, an error of
line. and is absolutely impermissible.

A number of persons who suffer from serious ideological
crrors, and particularly some of the anti-Party and anti-socialist
Rightists, arc taking advantage of certain shortcomings and mis-
takes in the mass movement to spread rumors and gossip, and
engage in agitation, deliberately branding some of the masses as
“counter-revolutionaries.” It is necessary to beware of such
“pick-pockets” and expose their tricks in good time.

In the course of the movement, with the exception of cases
of active counter-revolutionaries where there is clear evidence of
crimes such as murder, arson, poisoning, sabotage or theft of state
secrets, which should be handled in accordance with the law, no
measures should be taken against students at universities, colleges,
middle schools and primary schools becausc of problems that
arise in the movement. To prevent the struggle from being
diverted from its main objective, it is not allowed, whatever the
pretext, to incite the masses to struggle against each other or the
students to do likewise. Even proven Rightists should be dealt
with on the merits of each case at a later stage of the movement.

8
The Question of Cadres

The cadres fall roughiy into the following four categories:
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(1) good;
(2) comparatively good,

(3) those who have made serious mistakes but have not
become anti-Parly, anti-socialist Rightists;

(4) the small number of anti-Party, anti-socialist Rightists.

In ordinary situations, the first two categories (good and
comparatively good) are the great majority.

The anti-Party, anti-socialist Rightists must be fully exposed,
hit hard, pulled down and completely discredited and their in-
fluence eliminated. Al the same time, they should be given a
way out so that they can turn over a new leaf.

9

Cultural Revolutionary Groups,
Committees and Congresses

Many new things have begun to emerge in the great prole-
tarian cultural revolution. The cultural revolutionary groups,
committees and other organizational forms created by the masses
in many schools and units are something new and of great historic
imporlance.

These cultural revolutionary groups, committees and con-
gresses are cxcellent new forms of organization whereby under
the leadership of the Communist Party the masses are educating
themselves. They are an exccllent bridge to keep our Party in
closc contact with the masses. They are organs of power of the
proletarian cultural revolution.

The struggle of the proletariat against the old ideas, culture,
customs and habits left over from all the exploiting classes over
thousands of years will necessarily take a very, very long time.
Therefore, the cultural revolutionary groups, committees and con-
gresses should not be temporary organizations but permanent,
standing mass organizations, They arc suitable not only for
colleges, schools and government and other organizations, but
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generally also lor [actorics, mines, other centerpriscs, urban dis-
tricts and villages.

It is necessary to institute a svstem of gencral clections, like
that of the Paris Commune, for clecting members to the cultural
revolutionary groups and committees and delegates to the cultural
revolutionary congresses.  The lists of candidates should be put
forward by the revolutionary masses after full discussion, and
the clections should be held after the masses have discussed the
hists over and over again.

The masses are entitled at any time to criticize members of
the cultural revolutionary groups and commiltees and delegates
clected to the cultural revolutionary congresses.  If these members
or delegates prove incompetent, they can be replaced through
election or recalled by the masses after discussion.

The cultural revolutionary groups, committees and con-
gresses in colleges and schools should consist mainly of represen-

tatives of the revolutionary students. At the same time, they

should have a certain number of representatives of the revolution-
ary lcaching staff and workers.

10
Educational Reform

In the great proletarian cultural revolution a most important
task is to transform the old cducational system and the old
principles and methods of teaching.

In this great cultural revolution, the phenomenon of our
schools being dominated by bourgeois intellectuals must be com-
pletely changed.

In every kind of school we must apply thoroughly the policy
advanced by Comrade Mao Tsc-tung, of education serving
proletarian politics and education being combined with produc-
tive labor. so as to enable those receiving an education to develop
morally, intellcctually and physically and to become laborers with
socialist consciousness and cullure.
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The period of schooling should be shortened. Courses
should be fewer and better. The teaching material should be
thoroughly transformed, in some cases beginning with simplifying
complicated material.  While their main task is to study, students
should also learn other things. That is to say, in addition to
their studies they should also learn industrial work, farming and
military affairs, and take part in the struggles of the cultural
revolution as they occur to criticize the bourgeoisic,

11

The Question of Crilicizing
By Name in the Press

In the course of the mass movement of the cultural revolu-
tion, the criticism of bourgeois and feudal ideology should be
well combined with the dissemination of the proletarian world
outlook and of Marxism-Leninism, Mao Tse-tung’s thought,

Criticism should be organized of typical bourgeois represen-
tatives who have wormed their way into the Party and typical
reactionary bourgeois academic “authorities,” and this should
include criticism of various kinds of reactionary views in philo-
sophy, history, political economy and education, in works and
theories of literature and art, in theories of natural science, and
in other fields.

Criticism of anyone by namc in the press should be decided
after discussion by the Parly commitlee at the same level, and
in some cases submitted to the Party committee at a higher level
for approval.

12

Policy Towards Scientists, Technicians
and Ordinary Members Of Working Stafis

As regards scientists, technicians and ordinary members of
working staffs, as long as they are patriotic, work energetically,
are not against the Party and socialism, and maintain no illicit
relations with any foreign country, we should in the present
movement continue to apply the policy of “unity, criticism, unity.”
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Special care should be taken of those scientists and scientific and
technical personnel who have made contributions. Efforts should

¢ made to help them gradually transform their world outlook
and their style of work.

13

The Question of Arrangements For Integration
With the Socialist Education Movement
in City And Countryside

The cultural and educational units and leading organs of
the Party and government in the large and medium cities are

the points of concentration of the present proletarian cultural
revolution,

The great cultural revolution has enriched the socialist
education movement in both city and countryside and raised it
to a higher level. Efforts should be made to conduct these two
movements in close combination. Arrangements to this effect
may be made by various regions and departments in the light of
the specific conditions.

The socialist education movement now going on in the
countryside and in enterprises in the cities should not be upset
where the original arrangements are appropriatc and the move-
ment is going ‘well, but should continue in accordance with the
original arrangements. However, the questions that are arising
in the present great proletarian cultural revolution should be put
to the masses for discussion at a proper time, so as to further

foster vigorously proletarian ideology und cradicate bourgeois
ideology.

In some places, the great proletarian cultural revolution is
being used as the focus in order to add momentum to the socialist
education movement and clean things up in the fields of politics,
ideology, organization and economy. This may be done where
the local Party committee thinks it appropriate.
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14

Take Firm Hold of the Revolution
And Stimulate Production

The aim of the great proletarian cultural revolution is to
revolutionize people’s ideology and as a conscquence lo achicve
greater, laster, better and more economical results in all ficlds of
work. I the masses are fully aroused and proper arrangements
are made, il is possible W carry on both the cultural revolution
and production without one hampering the other, while guaran-
teeing high quality in all our work,

The great proletarian cultural revolution is a powerful
motive force for the development of the social productive forces
in our country. Any idea ol counterposing the great cultural
revolution against the development of production is incorrect.

15
The Armed Forces

In the armed forces, the cultural revolution and the socialist
education movement should be carried out in accordance with
the instructions of the Military Commission of the Central Com-

mittee and the General Political Department of the People's
Liberation Army.,

16

Mao Tse-tung's Thought Is the Guide for
Action in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution

In the great proleturian cultural revolution, it is imperative
to hold aloft the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought and
put proletanian politics in command. The movement for the
creative study and application of Chairman Mao Tse-tung’s works
should be carried forward among the masses of the workers,
peasants and soldicrs, the cadres and the intcllectuals, and Mao
Tse-tung’s thought should be taken as the guide for action in
the cultural revolution.

In this complex great cultural revolution, Party commitlees
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at all levels must study and apply Chairman Mao's works all the
more conscientiously and in a creative way. In particular, they
must study over and over again Chairman Mao’s writings on the
cultural revolution and on the Party's methods of leadership, such
as On New Democracy, Talks ai the Yenan Forum on Literature
and Art, On the Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the
People, Speech at the Chinese Communist Party’s National Con-
ference on  Propaganda Work, Some Questions Concerning
Methods of Leadership and Methods of Work of Party Com-
miiiees.

Party committees at all levels must abide by the directions
given by Chairman Mao over the years, namely that they should
thoroughly apply the mass line of “from the masses and to the
masses” and that they should be pupils before they become
teachers. They should try to avoid being one-sided or narrow.
They should foster materialist dialectics and oppose metaphysics
and scholasticism,

The great proletarian cultural revolution is bound to achieve
brilliant victory under the leadership of the Central Committee
of the Party headed by Comrade Mao Tse-tung.
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COMMUNIQUE OF THE ELEVENTH PLENARY
SESSION OF THE EIGHTH CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA*

fAugust 12, 1966)

The 11th plenary session of the 8th Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China was held in Peking from August
1 to 12, 1966.

The 11th plenary session was presided over by Comrade
Mao Tse-tung. Members and alternate members of the Central
Committee attended.  Also present were comrades from the
regional bureaus of the Central Committee and from the provin-
clal, municipal and autonomous region Parly committees; members
of the cultural revolution group of the Central Committee; com-
rades from the relevant departments of the Central Committee
and the Government; and representatives of revolutionary teachers
and students from institutions of higher learning in Peking.

The 11th plenary session after discussion adopts the *Decision
of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party Con-
cerning the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.™

The plenary session after discussion approves the important
policy decisions and measures concerning domestic and interna-
tional guestions adopted by the political bureau of the Central
Committee since the 10th plenary session of the ¥th Central
Committee in September, 1962,

Deymestic

At the 10th plenary session of the 8th Central Committee,
Comrade Mao Tse-tung made a correct analysis of the situation
at that time and once again stressed the thcory of contradictions,
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classes and class struggle in sociulist society. This is the guide
for the socialist revolution and socialist construction in our coun-
try. Under the lcadership of the Chinese Communist Party heuded
by Comrade Mao Tse-tung and under the guidance of the Party's
general line of going all out, aiming high and achieving greater,
fuster, better and more economical results in building socialism,
the people of our country have in the past four years unfolded
the three great revolutionary movements of class struggle, the
struggle for production and scientific cxperimentation, and have
won great victories. The people’s communcs have been further
consolidated and developed.  An invigorating revolutionary at-
mosphere prevails in the whole country and the situation is one
of a new all-round leap forward emerging.

The national cconomy of our country is developing steadily
and soundly.  The policy of readjustment, consolidation, filling
out and raising of standards advanced by the Party’s Central
Committee has already been successfully carried out.  The third
Five-Year Plan started this year. On the industrial front, not
only have big increases been registered in the output and variety
of products, but their quality has also greatly improved. On the
agricultural front, there have been good harvests for four succes-
sive vears. lhe market is thriving and prices arc stable. The
success of the three nuclear tests is a concentrated expression of
the new level reached in the development of China's science,
technology and industry.

During the past few vears, an extensive socialist education
movement has unfolded in the rural areas, the citics and the army,
Al present, @ greal proletarian cultural revolution unprecedented
in history 13 mounting in our country. The mass movement in
which workers, peasants, soldiers, revolutionary intellectuals and
cadres creatively study and apply Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s works
has ushered in a new era of direct mastery and application of
Marxism-Leninism by the laboring people.

The plenary session fully approves the May 20, 1963 “Deci-
sion of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party
on Some Problems in Current Rural Work (Draft).” It fully ap-
proves the January 14, 1965 summary minutes of discussion at
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the National Working Conference called by the political bureau
of the Central Commitice of the Chinese Communist Party:
“Some current problems raised in the socialist cducation move-
ment in the rural arc¢as,” that is, the Twenty-three-Article Docu-
ment.  Those two documents were drawn up under the personal
leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung and have been the powerful
ideological weapon for our people in carrying out the socialist
revolution. We should continue to act in accordance with the
two above-mentioned documents and, in combination with the
great proletarian cultural revolution, carry through to the end in
both rural and urban areas the “Four Clean-Ups"” Movement,
that is, the socialist education movement to clean up politics,
ideology, organization and economy,

The plenary session fully approves the series of brilliant
policies of decisive and fundamental importance put forward by
Comrade Mao ‘I'se-tung over the past [our years. These policies
consist mainly of the following:

On the question of applying the principle of democratic cen-
tralism and carrying forward and developing the revolutionary
tradition of the mass line;

On the question of raising and training successors in the
proletarian revolutionary cause,

On the call for industrial enterprises to learn from the
Taching Oil Field, for agricultural units to learn from the Tachai
Production Brigade, for the whole country to learn from the Peo-

ple’s Liberation Army, and for strengthening political and ideo-
logical work;

(On the strategic principle of preparcdness against war, pre-
parcdness against natural calamities and everything for the people;

On the guestion of breaking down foreign conventions and
following our own road of industrial development;

On the question of system and deployment in economic
construction and national defense construction;

On the call for the whole Party to grasp military affairs and
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for everybody to be a soldier;

On the question of planning and arrangements for the gra-
dual mechanization of agriculture; and

On the call for the People’s Liberation Army and all fac-
tories, villages, schools, commercial departments, service trades
and Party and Government organizations to become great schools
of revolution,

The plenary session stresses that the series of directives by
Comrade Mao Tse-tung concerning the great proletarian cultural
revolution are the guide for action in the present cultural revolu-
tion of our country; they constitute an important development
of Marxism-Leninism.

The plenary session holds that the key 1o the success of this
great cultural revolution is to have [aith in the masses, rely on
them, boldly arouse them and respect their initiative. Tt is there-
fore imperative to persevere in the line of “from the masses and
to the masses.” Be pupils of the masses before becoming their
teachers. Darc to make revolution and be good at making rev-
olution. Don’t be afraid of disorder. Opposc the taking of the
bourgeois stand, the shiclding of Rightists, the attacking of the
Left and repression of the great proletarian cultural revolution.
Oppose the creation of a lot of restrictions W te the hands of
the masses. Don’t b: overlords or stand above the masses,
blindly ordering them aboul,

Give enthusiastic support to the revolutionary Left, take care
to strive to unite with all those who can be united and concen-
trate vur forces to strike at the handful of anti-Party, anti-socialist
bourgeois Rightists,

The plenary session holds that the series of questions ad-
vanced by Comrade Mao Tse-tung over the past four years con-
cernung socialist revolution and socialist construction have greatly
accclerated the development and success of the socialist cause
in our country. These guestions arc of most profound and far-
reuching significance for consolidating the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the socialist system in our country, for preventing
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revisionist usurpation of the Parly and State leadership, [or pre-
venting the restoration of capitalism, for insuring that our country
adheres to proletarian internationalism and actively supports the
revolutionary struggles of the peoples of the world and for in-
suring our country’s gradual transition to communism in the (uture.

International

The 11th plenary session of the 8th Central Committee holds
that the present situation as regards the struggle of Marxist-
Leninists and revolutionary people throughout the world against
imperialism, reaction and modern revisionism is excellent.  We
are now in a new ¢ra of world revolution.  All political forces
are undergoing a process of great upheaval, great division and
great reorganization. The revolutionary movement of the people
in all countries, and particularly in Asia, Africa and Latin
America, is surging vigorously forward. Despite the incvitable
zigzags and reversals in the development of the nternational
situation, the general trend of imperialism heading for total col-
lapse and socialism advancing to world-wide victory is unalterable.
US imperialism and its lackeys in various countries cannot averl
their doom by brutally suppressing and wildly attacking the masses
of the revolutionary people, or by bribing and deceiving them,
on the contrary, this only serves to give further impetus 1o the
revolutionary awakening of all peoples. The activities of U5
imperialism and its stooges in various countrics against the people
and against revolution are giving impetus to the revolutionary
activities of all peoples. US imperialism and its stooges i various
countries appear to be powerful but are actually very weak. Tak-
ing the long view, they are all paper tgers.

The new leading group of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union has inherited Khrushchev's mantle and is practicing Khrush-
chev revisionism without Khrushchev., Their line is one of sale-
guarding imperialist and colonialist domination in the capitalist
world and restoring capitalism in the socialist world. The leading
group of the CPSU has betrayed Marxism-Leninism, betrayed
the great Lenin, betrayed the road of the great October Revolu-
tion, betrayed proletarian internationalism, betrayed the revolu-
tionary causc of the international proletariat and of the oppressed
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peoples and oppressed nations, and betrayed the interests of xlh-:
great Soviet people and the people of the socialist countries. They
revile the Communist Party of China as being “dogmatic,” “sec-
tarian™ and “Left adventurist.” In fact, what they are atlacking
15 Marxism-Leninism itself. They are uniting with US-led im-
perialism and the reactionaries of various countries and forming
a new holy alliance against communism, the people, revolution
and China. But this counter-revolutionary holy alliance is doomed
to bankruptcy and is already in the process of disintegration.

The plenary scssion holds that our Party’s comprehensive
public criticisms of Khrushchev revisionism over the last few
years have been entirely correct and necessary. The “proposal
concerning the general line of the international communist move-
ment” advanced by the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China on June 14, 1963 is a programmatic document,
This document drawn up under the personal leadership of Com-
rade Mao Tse-tung and the nine comments by the editorial de-
partments of the Prople's Daily and the Red Flag on the open
letter of the Central Committec of the CPSU, the article “A
Comment on the March Moscow Meeting,” Comrade Lin Piao's
“Long Live the Victory of People’s War,” elc., give scientific
Marxist-1 cninist analyses of a series of important (uestions con-
cerning the world revolution of our time and are powerful ideo-
logical weapons against imperialism and modern revisionism.

The plenary session maintains that to oppose imperialism,
it is imperative to oppose modern revisionism. There is no middle
road whatsocver in the struggle between Marxism-Leninism and
modern revisionism. A clear line of demarcation must be drawn
m dealing with the modern revisionist groups with the leadership
of the CPSU us the center, and it is imperative resolutely to
exposc their truc features as scabs. It is unpossible 1o have
“united action”™ with them.,

The plenary session points out that prolctarian internation-
alism is the supreme principle guiding China’s [oreign policy,
The session warmly supports the just struggle of the Asian, African
and Latin American peoples against imperialism headed by the
United States and its stooges and also supports the revolutionary
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struggles of the people of all countrics.

The plenary session most strongly condemns US imperialism
for its crime of widening its war of aggression against Vietnam,
The session most warmly and most resolutely supports the * Appeal
to the People of the Whole Country™ issued by Comrade Ho Chi
Minh, president of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, and
firmly supports the Vietnamese people in fighting to the end until
final victory is achieved in their war against US aggression and
for national salvation. The plenary session fully agrees to all the
measures already taken and all actions to be taken as decided
upon by the Central Committee of the Party and the Government
in consultation with the Vietnamese side concerning aid to Viet-
nam for resisting US aggression,

The plenary session severely denounces the Soviet revisionist
leading group for its counter-revolutionary two-faced policy of

sham support but real betrayal on the question of Vietnam's
resistance to US aggression.

The plenary session holds that US imperialism is the most
ferocious common enemy of the peoples of the whole world. In
order to isolate US imperialism to the maximum and deal blows
to it, the broadest possible international united front must be
established against US imperialism and its lackeys. The Soviet
revisionist leading group is pursuing a policy of Soviet-US col-
laboration for world domination and has been conducting splittist,
disruptive and subversive activities within the international com-
munist movement and the national liberation movement in the
active service of US imperialism. They cannot of course be
included in this united front.

We must unite with all the people in the world who are
against imperialism and colonialism, and carry the struggle against
US imperialism and its lackeys through to the end.

Together with all the revolutionary Marxist-Leninists of the
world, we must carry the struggle against modern revisionism
through to the end and push forward the revolutionary cause of
the international proletariat and the people of the world.
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Hold High the Great Red Banner of Mao Tse-tung's Thought

The 11th plenary session of the 8th Central Committee
emphasizes that the intensive study of Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s
works by the whole Party and the whole nation is an important
event of historic significance. Comrade Mao Tse-tung is the
greatest Marxist-Leninist of our era. Comrade Mao Tse-lung
has inherited, defended and developed Marxism-Leninism with
genius, creatively and in an all-round way, and has raised
Marxism-Leninism to a new stage. Mao Tse-tung's thought is
Marxism-Leninism of the cra in which imperialism is heading for
total collapse and socialism is advancing to world-wide victory,
It is the guiding principle for all the work of our Party and
country. The plenary session holds that Comrade Lin Fiao's call
on the People’s Liberation Army to launch a mass movement in
the army to study Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works has set a
brilliant example for the whole Party and the whole nation. The
most reliable and fundamental guarantee against revisionism and
the restoration of capitalism and for victory of our socialist and
communist cause is to arm the masses of workers, peasants,
soldicrs, revolutionary intellectuals and cadres with Mao Tse-
tung’s thought and to promote the revolutionizing of people’s
ideology. The method of studying Comrade Mao Tse-tung's
works with problems in mind. studyving and applying his works
in a crealive way, combining study with practice, studying first
what is urgently needed so as to get quick results, and of making
great efforts in applying what one studies has proved effective
and universally suitable and should be further popularized through-
out the Party and the country.

The Communist Party of China is a great, glorious and
correct party. Founded and fostered by Comrade Mao Tse-tung,
ours 15 a party armed with Marxism-Leninism, with Mao Tse-
tung’s thought. Our Party is a proletarian vanguard that integrates
theory with practice, forges close links with the masses of the
people and has the spirit of earnest self-criticism. It is a pro-
letarian revolutionary party which has gone through the most
fierce, the most arduous, the longest and the most complex
struggles in history. Our people is a great pcople. Our country
is a great country. Qur army is a great army.  We firmly believe
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that under the leadership of our great leader, Comrade Mao
Tse-tung, and the Communist Party of China, the armymen and
civilians of the whole country, relying on their own efforts and
working vigorously, will surely be able to surmount all difficultics
and obstacles and fulfill the mission given by history, and will

surcly not disappoint the expectations of the revolutionary people
of the world.

The 11th plenary session of the 8th Central Committee calls
on all the workers, people’s commune members, commanders and
fighters of the People’s Liberation Army, revolutionary  cadres,
revolutionary intellectuals, revolutionary teachers and students and
scientific and technical personnel of the country to raise still higher
the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought, unite with all those
who can be united, surmount the resistance coming from various
directions, from the counter-revolutionary revisionists and the
“Left” and Right opportunists, overcome difficulties, shortcomings
and mistakes, cleanse the dark spots in the Party and society,
carry the great proletarian cultural revolution to the end. carry
the socialist revolution to the end. and strive to fulfill the third
Five-Year Plan and build China into a powerful socialist country

We must be fired with great, lofty proletarian aspirations and
darc to break paths unexplored by people before and scale
unclimbed heights. We must do a good job of building socialist
China, which has a guarter of the world's population, and make
It an impregnable state of the proletariat that wiil never change
its color. We must liberate Taiwan. We must heighten our
vigilance a hundredfold and guard against surprise attacks from
US imperialism and its accomplices. Should they dare to impose
war on us, the 700 million Chinese people under the leadership
of Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the Communist Party of China
will certainly break the backs of the aggressors and wipe them
out resolutely, thoroughly, totally, and completely.

= e —

This Communigue was released by New China News Agencv on
August 13, 1966, and published by People’s Daify on August 14, 1966,
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REGULATIONS OF THE CCP CENTRAL
COMMITTEE AND THE STATE COUNCIL
CONCERNING THE PROTECTION
OF THE SECURITY OF PARTY
AND STATE SECRETS
DURING THE GREAT CULTURAL
REVOLUTION MOVEMENT

(September 8, 1966)

I. Codes, telegrams, sccret documents, files and secret
materials are all crucial secrets of the Party and the State; and
their protection is the responsibility of all cadres, revolutionary
masses and revolutionary teachers and students. The Red Guards,
as the reserves of the People’s Liberation Army, should cooperate
with the Party and government organizations and with the Libera-
tion Army in shouldering the glorious responsibility of protecting
the Party and State secrels.

2, No one may demand or touch the codes, files and
secret materials of the Party and government organizations without
the approval of responsible members of leading organs. No one
may stop and search confidential couriers.

3. No one may force his way into offices or storerooms
of departments of secrets, files and secret materials. [If such con-
duct should occur with masses, principal responsible comrades
should step out and give them resolute remonstration, calling upon
the revolutionary masses to rise up and protect Party and State
secrets against the sabotage of bad elements. If individual bad
clements are discovered in such sabotage, they should be exposed
in the masses and then dealt with according to law,

The CCP Central Committee
The State Council

September 8, 1966

(To be posted in offices, factories and schools.)
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FOUR-POINT DECISION TRANSMITTED BY
THE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE

ON SEPTEMBER 11

The Chairman's directive has pinpointed the key factor in
the emergence of tense situations in the current movement in
various places of the whole country. It is definitely wrong to
be afraid of the students, and to mobilize workers and peasants
to fight against students. All central bureaus, all provincial,
municipal and autonomous region Party committees, and all cen-
tral departmental Party committees shall act immediately on the
basis of the Chairman’s directive, carry on a summary of the
previous stage of the great cultural revolution, examine and absorb
the lessons, and improve their leadership. Thercefore, the central
authorities decide:

I. It is not allowed to use any pretext and any mecans to

agitate and organize workers, peasants and city-residents against
students.

2. At all places where there have been cases of agitating

and organizing workers, peasants and city-residents against
students, there must be public admission of the mistakes and
acceptance of the responsibility, in order to smooth out the
troubles between workers, peasants and city-residents on the one
hand and students on the other; it is absolutely not allowed to
place the responsibility upon the masses

3. Workers, peasants and city-residents are to be admonish-
ed that they should not interfere with students’ movement, that
they should trust the great majority of students are revolutionary
and capable of educating themselves, that disapproval of students’
speeches should be reported to superior organizations, and should

13



not be argued out directly with students, and that there should
not be conflicts with students,

4. Responsible members of Party committees of all levels
should not be afraid of students, of workers, of peasants, or of
masses, and should stand amidst the students without pretension
to hold consultations with them on various problems.  With
persistence in taking the mass line, persistence in upholding the
Party’s policies and principles. and persistence in upholding the
Sixteen Articles, there is no problem that cannot be solved. In
Pcking, some comrades have done so, and the effect is very pood.

The CCP Central Committee
September 11, 1966

Appendix:

CHAIRMAN MAO'S “SEPTEMBER 7" DIRECTIVE

Comrades Lin Piao, En-lai, Tao Chu, Po-ta, Jen-chung, Chiang
Ch'ing:

Please read this document. The situation is similar in
Tsingtao, Sian, Changsha, etc., with workers and peasants being
organized against studemts. To go on like this cannot solve
problems. It seems the central authoritics should issue a directive
to forbid such happenings, and then write an editorial to admonish
workers and peasants against their interference in students’ move-
ment. In Peking there has not been such mobilization of workers
and peasants against students — except perhaps the case where
the People’s University mobilized six hundred peasants to come
into the city to protect Kuo Ying-chiu. The experience of Peking
should be cited as example for other places.

76



REGULATIONS OF THE CCP
CENTRAL COMMITTEE CONCERNING
THE GREAT CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN
THE COUNTRYSIDE BELOW
THE COUNTY LEVEL

(September 14, 1966)

1. The great cultural revolution at the levels below county
is to be carried on in association with the original “Four Clean-
Ups™ arrangements: and the revolutionary masses and vast cadres
of the units themselves are to be relied upon for making good
the revolution. Students and Red Guards from Peking and other
places, unless otherwise instructed by provincial and regional
Party committecs, are not to go for transcommunication in the
Party and government organizations, communes and brigades
below the county level, and not to participate in debates at the
various levels below county. Cadres and commune members
below the county level are not to go out for transcommunication
cither.

2. During the busy season of autumn harvest, concentrated
efforts should be made for the success of autumn harvest, autumn
planting and autumn purchase; and the “Four Clean-Ups” Move-
ment may be stopped temporarily. The revolutionary teachers
and students and Red Guards in the urban schools should also
be mobilized and sent to the countryside, for organized labor in
assistance to the autumn harvest.

3. The movement of abolishing the “Four Olds” and
fostering the “Four News” in the rural country should be carried
out in a specially arranged period of time when there is leisure
in farming. This should also be carried on with reliance on the
strength of the poor, lower-middle peasants and revolutionary
masses of each county itself, though the provincial and regional
Party committees may, when necessary, organize in a planned
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way some school Red Guards and revolutionary teachers and
students to go into the countryside to help in propaganda and
taking actions.

4. Cadres at all levels below county should expose their
mistakes, criticize their mistakes and correct their mistakes, under
the assistance of the local revolutionary masses and the cadres of
their own units. For those cadres whose problems are particularly
serious so that they cannot continue to assume work, reports
should be made to the superior Party organization, and the
superior Party committee is to decide on their transfer or dismissal.
For those who are active counter-revolutionaries, the law should
be enforced in their cases. Cadres appointed by superior Party
committees or government organizations should in no case be
“discharged from office” directly by the masses.

5. Certain leading organs at levels below county that have
been paralysed should be restored and strengthened in their leading
authority through rapid readjustment of cadres; and the various
aspects of the work at the county level should be taken firm hold
of as a whole. Education for cadres at all levels must be
strengthened; politics must be put in the forefront; Chairman
Mao’s works must be seriously studied; alertness must be raised;
and the leadership must be improved. One should be brave in
shouldering responsibility in work and firm in applying on the
various policies of the Party in the countryside.

The CCP Central Committee
September 14, 1966
(To be posted in offices, schools and villages.)
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CIRCULAR OF THE CCP CENTRAL
COMMITTEE ON THE QUESTION
OF WAGES FOR THE OBIECTS OF

CRITICISM AND STRUGGLE

(September 18, 1966)

To the Kirin Provincial Committee, the Northeast Bureau, and
all bureaus of the Central Committee:

The September 16 telegram of the Kirin Provincial Com-
mittee has been noted. Concerning our view to the dealing of
wages for objects of criticism and struggle, even in the cases of
those whose character has been fixed. there is also to be no
change for the time being. A person may claim less wages or
donate part of his wages to the Party fund on a voluntary basis.
There must be no coercion in this connection. Nor is it permis-
sible to cause illness by reduction of wages. Personal belongings,
except those of a political character, are in gencral not to be
confiscated. Where the nature of a case has not yet been deter-
mined, a person is still entitled to receiving his old wages.

iy
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DIRECTIVE OF THE CCP CENTRAL
COMMITTEE CONCERNING
THE SERIOUS STUDY, DISCUSSION,
COMPREHENSION AND APPLICATION OF
COMRADE LIN PIAO’S SPEECH
BY THE WHOLE PARTY
AND THE WHOLE ARMY

Comrade Lin Piao’s speech at the enlarged meeting of the
Political Bureau of the Central Committee is a most important
Marxist-Leninist document. In accordance with Comrade Mao
Tse-tung's theory concerning class and class struggle in the
socialist period, the grave facts of the struggle in line within the
Party, and the historical lesson of the international proletarian
dictatorship — cspecially the lesson marked by the usurpation
of leadership in the Soviet government and army by the Khrush-
chev revisionist clique of the Soviet Union, Comrade Lin Piao
has made a systemalic and incisive elucidation on the question
of how to consolidate the proletarian dictatorship and how to
guard against counterrevolutionary coup and counterrevolutionary
subversion.

Comrade Lin Piao has sharply pointed out that after the
seizure of political power by the proletariat, there is still the
possibility for it to lose political power. He points out that of
all things we must never forget political power. Forgetting political
power means forgetting the basic viewpoint of Marxism-Leninism,
Anyone so muddle-hcaded knows not how he has lost his head.

Comrade Lin Piao raises the red banner of Mao Tse-tung's
thought higher and better. In this speech, he has made an all-
round, correct and scientific appraisal of the thought of Mao
Tse-tung. He points out that the whole Party and the people
of the whole country must unite with Mao Tse-tung and the
thought of Mao Tse-tung as the center. He calls for the launching
of the mass movement for the living study and application of
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Comrade Mao Tse-tung's works among the people of the whole
country., He points out that this is the key issue most fundamental
to guarding against revisionism, avoiding capitalist restoration,

and strengthening and consolidating the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

Comrade Lin Piao says: Chairman Mao is the supreme
leader of our Party. The thought of Mao Tse-tung is forever
the universal truth. Let the whole Party exterminate those who
oppose Chairman Mao and the thought of Mao Tse-tung.

This speech of Comrade Lin Piao’s sets the example in the
living study and application of Mao Tse-tung's thought and is
an important document for guiding the great proletarian cultural
revolution. The whole Party and the whole army should seriously
study, discuss, comprehend and apply it in the cultural revolution
and in every action.

The Central Committee
September 22, 1966
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URGENT DIRECTIVE OF THE
MILITARY COMMISSION AND THE
GENERAL POLITICAL DEPARTMENT
CONCERNING THE GREAT PROLETARIAN
CULTURAL REVOLUTION IN THE
MILITARY ACADEMIES AND SCHOOLS

(October 5, 1966)

To the Party committees and political departments of all military
regions, all services, all commands of the army, all academies

and schools, the General Staff and the General Supply De-
partment:

From the very beginning, the academies and schools have
been one of the focal points of the great proletarian cultural
revolution in the army: and generally speaking the situation is
good. However, certain leading organs and the leaders of certain
academies and schools have over-stressed the special character of
army academies and schools, so that even now there is still the
phenomenon of suppressing democracy, not allowing the trans-
communication among classes, departments and schools, causing
the listlessness of the movement, or even inciting students to
struggle against students, dealing blows on the Left, thus seriously
violating the “Decision Concerning the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution™ of the Party’s Central Committee, i.e. the Sixteen-
Point Decision. Therefore. based on the recommendation of
Comrade Lin Piao, the great cultural revolution movement in
army academies and schools must do away with all the bonds
that have shackled the mass movement, and must be treated
entirely according to the regulations of the Sixteen-Point Decision,
just like the local colleges and schools; and there must be full
development of democracy, with great blooming, great contending,
big-character posters, and great debates; and the army academics
and schools should make themselves into good examples in this
respect.  In the movement, it is not allowed to incite students 1o
struggle against each other; attention must be given to the pro-
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tection of the minority; those comrades who were branded as
“counter-revolutionaries”, “anti-Party elements”, “Rightists”, and
“fake-Leftist, real Rightists” by the Party committees and work
teams in the academies and schools during the initial stage of the
movement must be restored in reputation in public, while the
previous verdicts must be declared invalid. The e;ﬂminal._ipn—
materials which the individuals were forced to put into writing
should all be returned to the individuals for their own disposal;
materials concerning them prepared by the Party cummithem
work teams and other persons should be dealt with in consultation
with the masses; with the approval of the masses and the rectified
persons, these may be destroyed in public. There must be full
trust in the masses, not fear of the masses. Daring must be put
above evervthing else, and there must be faith that the great
majority of the students and teachers of the academies and schools
are revolutionary, good, obedient to the words of Chairman Mao,
obedient to the words of the Party, and always correct in their
general orientation of revolution. It must also be recognized that
among the leading members and teachers of the army academies
and schools, there is indeed a small handful of anti-Party, anti-
socialist bad elements, who must be dragged out on the force of
the east wind of the great cultural revolution, and be thoroughly
struggled against and thoroughly repudiated. Meantime, examina-
tions must be made on the basis of firm grasp of the three criteria
set by Vice Chairman Lin to leading cadres, ie. whether one
raiscs aloft the red flag of Mao Tse-tung's thought, whether one
supports Chairman Mao, and whether one puts politics in the
forefront and has revolutionary fervor. Furthermore, it should
be noticed that we need only peaceful struggle, not armed struggle.

Some special provisions concerning the great cultural revolu-
tion made by the Military Commission and General Political
Department in the past, such as the Regulations Concerning the
Transfer of the Leadership of the Great Cultural Revolution in
Military Academies and Schools to the Party Committees of the
Academies and Schools After the Withdrawal of Work Teams,
the Regulations Concerning the Ways of Commanding the Cadet
Corps to Develop the Great Cultural Revolution Being the Same
4s with the Armed Forces, and the Regulations Concerning the
Confinement of Transcommunication Within the Scope of the
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Academies and Schools of the Various Services and Various
Species of the Army and Not with Local Schools Outside the
Scope of the Academies and Schools of the Various Services and
Various Species of the Army — such individual regulations are
no longer suited to the present conditions and should be cancelled.
From now on, academies and schools should, in accordance with
the provisions of the Sixteen-Point Decision, elect cultural revolu-
tion groups, cultural revolution committees and cultural revolution
congresses as organs of power. In order to accomplish the
glorious task of struggle-criticism-transformation, the establishment
of revolutionary ties and the making of investigations should be
permitted. However, there must be no interference with, or inter-
vention in, the local cultural revolution.

This directive should be read in full to all students, teachers
and stafil members at once and resolutely implemented.

The Military Commission,
The General Political Department

October 5, 1966
Appendix:

COMMENT OF THE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE

To all regional bureaus of the Central Committee, all provincial,
municipal and autonomous region Party committees, all Party
committees and leading Party members’ groups in government
departments, all leading Party members' groups of people’s
organizations, and the General Political Department of
Liberation Army:

The Central Committee is in complete agreement with the
urgent directive of the Military Commission and the General
Political Department on the great proletarian cultural revolution
in military academies and schools.
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The Central Committee is of the view that this document is
very important, and is applicable to all universities and middle
schools above the county level throughout the country. It should
likewise be read in full at once to all students, teachers and staff
members, 2nd be firmly implemented and carried out.

The CCP Central Committee
October 5, 1966
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DIRECTIVE OF THE CENTRAL
MILITARY COMMISSION

Whenever erroneous words and deeds that run counter tc
Mao Tse-tung's thought and the general and specific policies of
the Military Commission of the Central Committee are encountered
— irrespective of who the persons involved are and what posts
they are holding, irrespective of at what time and in what place,
and irrespective of whether the persons involved are directly led
by vou or not — all comrades must dare to struggle and con-
sciously defend the thought of Mao Tse-tung and the general and
specific policies of the Central Committee and the Military Com-
mission. This is an important criterion for testing the Party spirit
and revolutionary style, for gauging the success in studying and
the effort expended in “applying” Chairman Mao’s works. Con-
sciously, actively and bravely defending the thought of Mao Tse-
tung and the general and specific policies of the Party Central
Committee and the Military Commission is the highest duty of
the Party committees and political organs at all levels, and any
failure in this respect is the greatest neglect of duty.

Transmitted on

October 5, 1966
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A LETTER (OF THE GENERAL OFFICE
OF THE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE
AND THE SECRETARIAT OF
THE STATE COUNCIL) CONCERNING
THE GOOD WORK FOR
THE COMING OF RED GUARD FIGHTERS
FROM OTHER PLACES TO PEKING
AND THE DEPARTURE OF
THE REVOLUTIONARY TEACHERS
AND STUDENTS FROM PEKING

Red Guard fighters and revolutionary teachers and students coming
to Peking from various places throughout the country!

Red Guard fighters and revolutionary teachers and students of
Pcking municipality!

Commanders, fighters and political personnel of the PLA!

Comrades of various reception units and railway departments!

Our great teacher, great leader, great supreme commander,
great helmsman Chairman Mao, together with his close comrade-
in-arms Comrade Lin Piao and other leading comrades of the
Central Committee have successively received on November 10
and 11 morc than two million Red Guard fighters and revolution-
ary teachers and students who have come from various places to
Peking. This is the greatest solicitude, the greatest support and
the greatest encouragement for us, and is also our greatest happi-
ness. Red Guard fighters and revolutionary teachers and students
from various places now in Peking, it is hoped that you will
return to your own places as soon as possible bringing with you
Chairman Mao’s solicitude and support and the experience gained
in the establishment of revolutionary ties. According to our
greatest leader Chairman Mao's instruction, you must pay atten-
tion to statc affairs and carry the great proletarian cultural
revolution through to the end.

Red Guard fighters and revolutionary teachers and students
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of Peking, it is hoped that you will do a good job in helping
fellow students from other places register for train tickets, help
them board the train. and give a warm sendoff to the comrades-
in-arms who are going back to their battlefront in the great
cultural revolution.

Political personnel and commander and fighters of the PLA,
by holding high the great red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thought,
living together with the Red Guard fighters and revolutionary
teachers and students from other places, propagating day and
night Mao Tse-tung's thought and energetically carrying out poli-
tical mobilization and organizational work, vou have fulfilled
prominently the glorious task of cnabling our greatest leader
Chairman Mao to receive the Red Guard fighters and revolutionary
teachers and students who have come to Peking from various
places throughout the country. We now especially extend you
the greetings of the great cultural revolution. The commanders
and fighters and the majority of the political personnel of the
PLA may now rcturn to their respective units according to
schedule, and it is hoped that the PLA political personnel left
behind will go on to do a good job in making arrangements for

the two million revolutionary teachers and students from other
places to depart from Peking.

Various reception units, it is hoped that you will make a
success of mobilization work, arrange for the smooth departure
of revolutionary teachers and students of other places from Peking,
and go on to do a good job in the reception of revolutionary
teachers and students coming to Peking. Railway departments,
it is hoped that you will organize some more wagons, keep good
order, and take the revolutionary tcachers and students home by
turns as soon as possible.

Let us shout at the top of our voice:

Long live the great proletarian cultural revolution!

Long live the great proletarian dictatorship!

Long live the great Chinese Communist Party!

Long live the great invincible thought of Mao Tse-tung!

Long live and a long, long life to our great leader Chairman Mao!
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The General Office of the
CCP Central Committee

The Sccretanat of the State
Council

November 12, 1966
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SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS OF
THE CCP CENTRAL COMMITTEE
CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF
HANDLING ARCHIVE MATERIAL
IN THE GREAT
PROLETARIAN CULTURAL REVOLUTION

(November 16, 1966)

The urgent instructions of the Military Commission and the
General Political Department, concerning the great proletarian
cultural revolution in military colleges and schools as approved
for transmission by the Central Committee on October 3, have
played an important role in implementing and carrying out Chair-
man Mao’s correct line and impelling the great proletarian cultural
revolution.

According to the latest conditions of various places, the
Central Committec is of the view that all archive materials com-
piled by various schools and units for purging the masses in the
cultural revolution should be declared null and void, and all of
them should be handed out and burned in public. This is done
in order to have the struggle between the two lines better and
more centrally carried out, lay hold of right and wrong on issues
of major importance, thoroughly criticize and repudiate the bour-
geois reactionary line ideologically and politically, promote the
revolutionary unity of the broad masses, and guard against
entanglement and mutual antagonism on side issues.

On the question of handling archive material in the great

cultural revolution, the Central Committee’s supplementary pro-
visions are as follows:

(1) The former work groups, school Party commitlees or
other relevant organmizations are enjoined to bring together all

kinds of material compiled after May 16 for purging students
and the masses, including those which have been put in order
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and those which have not been sorted, but not counting those
which have really been burned and destroyed prior to the an-
nouncement of this document. None of such material may be
concealed, transferred, copied or dealt with privately. Otherwise
the units concerned will aggravate their mistakes and will be
severely punished by the Party.

(2) With the exception of material in the form of self-
examination which an individual has been forced to write and
should be returned to the individual concerned for disposal, all
other kinds of material in the possession of these units, after they
have been brought together and checked, should be burned in
public under the supervision of leading organs at a higher level
and the student representatives of their own schools.

(3) The above provisions are entircly applicable to indus-
trial and mining enterprises, business units, Party and government
organs, mass bodies and other organizations, and are also entirely
applicable to leading organs, colleges and schools carrying out
the great cultural revolution. In the case of those revolutionary
masses of these units who have been branded as “counter-revolu-
tionaries”, “anti-Party elements”, “Rightists”, “phoney Leftists but
genuine Rightists” because of the views they expressed to the
lcadership or the work groups, all such brandings should be
declared null and veid, and those so branded should be rehabi-
litated in public and the material in question should be dealt with
according to the above provisions.

(4) In the process of dealing with the question of material,
should disputes arise between various quarters, the spirit of the
Sixteen-Point  Decision should be strictly adhered to and the
method of consultation should be adopted to settle such disputes
in accordance with the above provisions. Only struggle through
reasoming is permitted. but not struggle by force.

When dealing with the leading comrades who have made
mistakes in line in the cultural revolution movement, we should
in general take the initiative to follow Chairman Mao's policy
concerning the correct handling of contradictions among the
people. We must understand clearly their way of thinking as
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well as unite these comrades. In order to enable them to rectify
their mistakes and carry on work, we must not launch a succes-
sion of struggles against them over a long period of time. We
must not retrain these comrades with reluctance, nor must we
restrict their freedom of action. The leading comrades who have
made mistakes should sincerely and humbly make a self-examina-
tion of themselves on their own initiative and must not stand
opposed to the masses.

This document should be read at once among the masses in
all schools and units.
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CIRCULAR OF THE CCP CENTRAL
COMMITTEE AND THE STATE COUNCIL
CONCERNING THE QUESTION
OF REVOLUTIONARY TEACHERS
AND STUDENTS EXCHANGING
REVOLUTIONARY EXPERIENCE

All regional bureaus of the Central Committee, all provincial,
municipal and autonomous region Party committees and
people’s councils, central ministries and commissions, Party
committees and Party groups for ministries and commissions
of state organs, Party groups for people's organizations, and
PLA General Political Department:

Since our great leader Chairman Mao received the revolu-
tionary teachers and students and Red Guards in Peking and
from other localities at T'ien-an-men on August 18, a hightide
in exchanging revolutionary experiences by revolutionary teachers
and students has been whipped up throughout the country,  Nearly
9 million revolutionary teachers and students and Red Guard
fighters are expected to arrive in the Capital from other localities
by November 20. In the short span of less than three months
our most respected and beloved leader Chairman Mac and his
close comrade-in-arm Comrade Lin Piao as well as other leading
comrades of the Center have held seven grand meetings for

receiving revolutionary teachers and students and Red Guard
fighters.

In order to develop the great proletarian cultural revolution
in greater depth in our country, it is necessary to extend to the
summer vacation next year the period in which the institutes of
higher learning, army academies and schools and intermediate
schools take a vacation and make revolution. It has therefore
been decided that as from November 21 this year and until the
warm days of next spring, all the revolutionary teachers and
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students and Red Guard fighters of institutes of higher learning,
army academies and schools and intermediate schools shall stop
coming to Peking and other localitics by train, ship, and bus for
exchanging revolutionary experiences. Those revolutionary teach-
ers and students who are waiting for train and ship along the
water and land communication lines may be persuaded o go
back to their places. Beginning from April next vear there will
be sufficient time in which those university and middle school
students who should come but have not come to Peking for
exchanging revolutionary experience will have the opportunity to
make a free trip to Peking by train, ship and bus to see our most
respected and beloved leader Chairman Mao and to conduct
studies and exchange revolutionary experiences.

This year is the first year of our third Five-Year Plan. In
order to fulfill and overfulfill this year's national economic plan
and rcalize next year's national economic plan better, it is neces-
sary to concentrate all the transport facilities to speed up trans-
portation of supplies this winter and the next spring. At the same
time, in order to provide the revolutionary teachers and students
with free transportation in more satisfactory and planned ways
during the warm days of next spring when they come to exchange
revolutionary experiences, it is also necessary to sum up the trans-
portation work for the previous stage and to carry out the neces-
sary overhaul of the passenger cars and ships that have been
over-used at the previous stage. Therefore, it has been decided
that as from November 21 the water and land transport services
will be responsible only for free transportation to their localitics
of the revolutionary teachers and students who have come to
Peking or other localities for exchanging revolutionary experiences
and for free transportation to Peking of the revolutionary teachers
and students who have gone to various localities from Peking.
They must board trains and ships on the strength of free passes
and return direct to their localitics without making a stopover.

Comrade Lin Piao told us on November 3 when receiving
the revolutionary teachers and students coming to Peking from
various parts of the country: “Chairman Mao supports the com-
rades who go on foot to exchange revolutionary experiences. ..
To be sure, going on foot to exchange revolutionary experiences
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