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NEVER FORGET CIASS STRUGGLE

[Following is a transaltion of Chish-fang-chun Pao editorial
published in the Chinese-language periodical Hung Ch'i (Red
Flag), Peiping, No 7, 11 May 66, pp 20-235/

This paper's previous editorial entitled "Raise Aloft the Great Red
Banner of Mao Tse-tung's Thinking, Take an Active Part in the Socialist
Cultural Revolution" has had a strong echo in the military and civilian circles
With a high degree of revolutionary zeal, the broad masses of workers,
peasants, soldiers, and revolutionary cadres have sent us many letters and
articles, taken an active part in the struggle against the antiparty and
antisocialist black line in the realm of culture, and voiced their utter
indignation. As everybody has realized that the current great polemic on
the cultural front is by no means limited to a few articles, dramas, and
£ilms, nor is it an academic dispute, it is an extremely sharp class struggle.
It is an acute, protracted struggle on the question of who will win in the
realm of ideology: the proletariat or the bourgeoisie.

We must make great efforts to develop proletarian ideology and eradi-~
cate bourgeois ideology in academic work, education, journalism, art and
literature, and other spheres of culture, This is a crucial question affect~ -
ing the deepening of our country's socialist revolution at the present stage,
a question concerning things as a whole, and an issue of prime importance
related to the life and future of our party and state as well as the world
revolution, Not a single one of our revolutionary fighters can stay aloof
from or ignore this struggle.

In response to the call of the party, we should raise high the great
red banner of Mao Tse-tung's thinkirng, take an active part in this class
struggle, and resolutely carry this great socialist revolution .'l.n culture
through to the very erd.

- Chairman Mao Tse-tung teaches us: Classes and class struggle con-
tinue to exist in socialist society, and the struggls still goes on between
the road of socialism and the road of capitalism. The socialist revolution
on the economic front (in the ownership of the means of production) is
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These people are generally "authorities" and enjoy a certain "repu-
tation." Looking on themselves as possessing the capital to settle accounts
with the proletariat, they are desperately clinging to the citadel of
bourgeois ideology.

Their antiparty antisocialist activities are not isolated, accidental
phencmena, They are in tune with the international anti-China chorus raised
by the imperialists, modern revisionists, and the reactionaries of all
countries, in conformity with the activities of the overthrown reactionary
classes within the country to attempt a restoration, and in coordination
with the antiparty activities of the right opportunist elements within the
party. Their antiparty and antisocialist activities have quite a deceptive
power and pose a serious danger. ’

Our struggle against them is a life-and~-death struggle. We must
understand this clearly and maintain a high level of vigilance. As for
those who have written a mmber of bad works but who are one with the party
and socialism, their shortcomings and errors can be rectified in the course
of practice, There should be a strict differentiation of those comrades
from the handful of antiparty, antisocialist elements,

long before the Chinese revolution won nationwide victory, Chairman
Mao Tse-tung had admonished us: "After the enemies with guns have been
wiped out, there will still be enemies without guns; they are bound to
struggle desperately against us; we must never regard these enemies lightly.
If we do not now raise and understand the problem in this way, we shall
coomit very grave mistakes," Invariably capitalism is restored either by
violent means or by "peaceful evolution" or by a combination of both, U,S.
imperialism and the other class enemies at home and abroad not only try
to overthrow us by the use of violence, but also attempt to conquer us by
"peaceful evolution," by the use of "sugar-coated bullets." In a hundred and
one ways, they are spreading reactionary political and ideological viruses
and the bourgeois way of life to corrupt and demoralize the commnists, the
proletariat, and the other revolutionary people in the hope that some weak-

- minded persons in our ranks degenerate into bourgeois elements and socialism

gradually regress to capitalism. It is indeed a tremendous lesson that the
Soviet Union, the first great socialist country, which was built by Lenin
and born in the roar of guns of the October revolution, has been going down
the road of capitalist restoration through a process of ''peaceful evolution"
under the control and manipulation of a handful of revisionists who have
usurped leadership of the party and state,

Chairman Mao Tse~tung has stated: "Class struggle, the struggle for
production, and scientific experiment are the three great revolutionary
movements for building a mighty socialist country, These movements are a
sure guarantee that commnists will be free from bureaucracy and immne
against revisionism and dogmatism, and will forever remain invincible, They
are a reliable guarantee that the proletariat will be able to unite with
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WORKERS, PEASANTS, AND SOLDIERS ATTACK
ANTI-PARTY AND ANTI-SOCIALIST ELEMENTS

[Following is a translation of the articles'in the Chinese-language
periodical Hung-ch'i (Red Flag), No. 7, Peiping, 11 May 1966, pp 32-

3g7

WHAT IS TENG TO SELLING?

After reading Teng To's "Evening Talks at Yenshan," I was highly
indignant! As the type of tree determines the kind of blossom, one speaks
for his class., By shooting this poisonous arrow in the dark, Teng To
has clearly told us that he is an anti-party and anti-socialist element
adhering to the bourgeois viewpoint, Leaving everything else aside, an
analysis of his "Great Empty Talk" would make this point very clear.

In his warm class feeling, a child has written a poem to express
his ardent love for the motherland, the Party, and revolutionary people
of the whole world; and his abhorrence and hatred of impérialism and all
reactionaries., This shows that the children of our socialist era are
growing fast under the Party education and can distinguish clearly between
love and hatred, This is truly a good thing, and every revolutionary is
truthfully delighted, Teng To, however, was provoked, He said: "Is
this a poem? I am worried about him., If he keeps up writing these things,
what will become of him!...and yet this child's poem has been praised.

I don't understand the intention." What the revolutionary people regard

as a good thing, Teng To thinks of it as a bad thing; and what the
revolutionary people praise, Teng To opposes, This is a line of demarcation.
Is it not clear what kind of a man Teng To i8? To put it plainly, Teng

To is provoked because children sing the praise of the motherland and the
Party, He is afraid that the younger generation of our revolution will
become red successors to the proletarian revolution. This will dispel

their dream for a comeback of capitalism, '

Is Teng To's "Great Empty Talk" merely aimed at opposing the child's
poem? It is not, He is actually engaged in an attempt to oppose the Party
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In his scheme, whoever rose to launch a counterattack would be "superficial
in knowledge and provocative in character." This was precisely his plot!
Teng To, you could not fool anyone with your trick! We have seen through
your reactionary essence, As it is a poisonous weed, we must uproot it
and throw it into the compost., I am a soldier and know about revolution,
Whoever intends to undermine the revolution and obstruct the progress of
the revolution, I will strike down and clear away. Since you are so
wanton in opposing the Party and socialism, it is not merely a question
of your "provocation," but that we intend to strike you down. (By Lu
Chih-tien [7120 1807 11317 squad leader of a certain Liberation Army unit,
Reprinted from Chieh-fang-chun Pao (Liberation Army Journal), 9 May).

WU HAN, WE WILL NOT ALLOW YOU TO OPPOSE THE PARTY AND SOCIALISM!

I am a cadre of the rural people's commune and cannot write a A
scientific thesis regarding the class struggle in the field of the science-
of history., However, out of indignation, I have something to say regarding
Wu Han's naked crime of opposing the Party, the people, and socialism.

First of all, I would like to ask Wu Han: why was it that you picked
1959, when the right opportunists launched their wanton attacks against

_the Party, to write such a vicious article as "Hai Jui Scolds the Emperor"?

Why did you choose 1961, when some right opportunists were ''dismissed"

by the people, to write the vicious play "Hai Jui's Dismissal?" You claim
that you "write the play for the sake of writing a play, write about the
ancient for the ancient, deviate from politics, and deviate from reality."
However, did you not say before to '"study the ancient in order to serve

the present," study personages in history in order to "educate the con-
temporaries,'" and that historic problems should '"be associated with current
reality,”" and that"historic reality should serve current reality, and must
not be regarded as a thing of the past'? When we compare the two, how

can you claim the truth? What is it that you are selling? Why don't you
open the window and speak loud! You don the cloak of a Martist-Leninist
historian, and borrow Hai Jui's countenance to help landlords, rich peasants,
counterrevolutionaries and bad elements, anti-party and anti-people
rightists, and right opportunists, so that these monsters may one day rise
again to '"reimpose their law and order." What a trick of "referring to

the ancient to ridicule the present,'" and of "pointing to the mulberry

and reviling the locust tree!" However, I must tell you: your plot is
wrong and you rejoice too soon!

Wu Han always emphasized "historic truth." Well, we shall let the
facts speak for themselves. You claimed that there were "honest officials"
in the old society who could "uphold justice for the people." This was
an attempt to abolish class struggle, to spread illusion, and to curb
the people from waging revolution. However, everyone knows how the
working people in the old society suffered from ruthless oppression and
exploitation by the ruling class. That was the time when "wine and meat
spoiled behind red threshholds, while people froze to death on the street."
The working people toiled themselves to the state of exhaustion for months
and years, but ate and lived like animals, Taking my family as an example,
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of the Party, we consciously and willingly used the land, draft animals,
and large farm tools which we received during the land reform to establish
co-operatives and further develop them into people's communes. Our former
poor and lower middle peasants accordingly have become the backbone of

the collective economy, as they have also regarded the collective economy
as the root of their own lives. To use the words of our peasants, their
determination "cannot be dispelled by thunder, or blown away by typhoon."
Now the broad masses of former poor and lower middle peasants invariably
protect the interests of their collective economy like they protect their
eyes. New persons and new events showing ardent love for the collective
are too numerous to recall., In short, the broad masses of the former

poor and lower middle peasants cherish unlimited confidence in and hope
for the collective economy. May I ask Wu Han: whose "justice" are you
"upholding?" We have no need to "repossess land." Nor will we allow the
monsters to 'repossess land." To tell the truth, you instigated peasants
to "repossess land" in an attempt to undermine the collective economy of
the people's commune, so that our former poor and lower middle peasants
would return to the society of feudalism and capitalism, and suffer again
bitterness and hardship. You were day-dreaming, for this will never happen!

Wu Han, you came from I-wu; and we know your background. Born in a
family of the exploiting landlord class, you grew up and lived at the
expense of the working people, and acquired knowledge through their sweat
and blood. Now the people forgive you for your old debts, and give you
very high honor and position, in the hope that you will carefully listen
to Chairman Mao's words and perform some good things for the people. How-
ever, you not only ignore trying to redeem yourself through merits, but,
instead, choose to return evil for good. Taking advantage of your position
and the authority delegated to you by the people, you try your utmost to
uglify the working people, praise those monsters, and even oppose the
great Chinese Communist Party.

Wu Han, you are an old hand at re-opening a case at law., You probably
remember this: in 1956, your relative, a counterrevolutionary element by
the name of Yang Tsu-lin [2799 4371 7207] (who had been a company commander
of the puppet troops and owed some blood debts), hid his political back-
ground and crimes, infiltrated the rank of primary school teachers, and
waged counterrevolutionary sabotage. Upon investigation by our people's
government, he was expelled from the rank of teéchers. After he returned
home, he wrote to you to complain about his case, in a vain attempt to
re-open it. At that time, you stood by counterrevolutionary element Yang
Tsu-1lin, replied to him in a fraternal manner, openly supported his attempt
to re-open his case, and even personally wrote to the responsible comrades
of the Chekiang People's Government to request re-examination and a new
ruling on the case, Subsequently, Yang Tse-lin failed in his attempt
because of the proven evidence of his counterrevolutionary crimes., Today
you again instigate the right-inclined opportunists to rise 'bravely" to
re-open their cases, 1Is it not your intention to undermine socialism
and restore capitalism? May I honestly warn you: you can never do this
to the awakened working people. If you refuse to repent and choose to
stubbornly resist, then, you will only estrange yourself from the Party
and the people, go down and out, and remain infamous forever{ (By LOU

-12 -






fx 8

e

LRN

i T

.

people. When the right-inclined opportunists wantonly attacked the Party
and socialism, Wu Han encouraged and helped them, and referred to the
ancient to ridicule the present, vigorously praising their spirit of
"bravery." When the right-inclined opportunists were routed by the Party
and the people, and "dismissed from office," Wu Han encouraged them 'not
to be afraid of defeat and sacrifice" and vainly hoped for another attempt,

Wu Han used historical academic circles to oppose the Party and
socialism, He distorted history and claimed that there were "honest
officials" in the old society who worked for the welfare of the people.
Wu Han beautified Hai Jui and claimed that Hai Jui dared to scole the
emperor.

We must brighten our eyes and conscientiously handle these problems,
Wu Han is competing with the Party for winning our younger generation,
Some old workers and old peasants who personally suffered from oppression
and exploitation in the old society have referred to facts to expose the
lies of Wu Han., They will never believe what Wu Han and his like may say.
Some young people have no knowledge about the officials in the past and
merely have seen them as they appear on the theatrical stage in black
face, white face, red face, and colorful face. Wu Han takes advantage of
this weak point of youths to fool them, and misguides their sense of

direction . to confuse them.

We must accordingly raise our consciousness and always remember
the class analytical method as taught us by Chairman Mao.

In the old society, there was never an "honest official.' This
fact was determined by the class essence, What the landlord class and
bourgeoisie sought were precisely retirement in silk, possession of ten

. thousand mou of good farmland, promotion and wealth, honor for their

families, oppression of the masses, and power and pleasure., They tried

by all possible means to oppress and exploit the working people, and made
sure that the working people would always toil for them, The difference
between the so-called "honest officials" and corrupt officials represented
merely their choice %of means to exploit and oppress the people., Some
applied very obvious and crude means of oppression, while others employed
different methods to achieve the same goal. By so doing, one group after
another, they came and went without any fundamental change in their control.
Their essence remained the same. .There was never any "honest officiali"

As a matter of fact, the working people have long seen their true
features, Whether they were officials of the landlord class or bourgeoisie,
high or low in rank, they invariably thought only of themselves. It is
their moral creed that "Heaven strikes down those who do not help them-
selves.” 1In the line: "A court opens to the south, but is closed to those
who are right but poor,'" peasants explained in common language the truth
wvhich they learned through their long experience of 1living in misery.

In the feudal society, there was never any "honest official" like
Hai Jui, as propagated by Wu Han., A wolf is a wolf; and will never
promptly change into a Budha by one shake of his body. If Hai Jui were
so supported by the masses in his opposition to his emperor, .could he
possibly become a hsien magistrate and then a governor? Could he earn
any promotion? It would be impossible.

- 14 -
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"Capitalist commerce calls for "careful planning for all possible
profit" and aims at ruthlessly exploiting the working people. Seeking
all possible profit, large or small, it attempts by all available means
to wrest from the working people their money., The exploiting class takes
money from the people and uses it for themselves, in their goal of enriching
themselves at the expense of others,

The fundamental goal of our socialist commerce is to serve whole-
heartedly production, the people's livelihood, and proletarian politics.
This is determined by the nature of the socialist system. Every clerk
in our commercial store is serving the people, We will serve our class
brothers. Their difficulties are ours. It is our greatest honor to offer
them convenience and service. Under this premise, we also call for careful
planning; but we do not earn money for the sake of earning money. On the
contrary, under the premise of perfecting service to the people, we
advocate diligent and frugal management of enterprises, commercial stores,
and all undertakings, in enhancing the fine tradition of assiduous struggle,
to accumulate capital for socialist construction. All our profits, after
all, come from the people and are used for the people. We also speak of
profit; but what we speak of is the great profit of socialism and the -
people. Accordingly, sometimes we will devote ourselves to and strive to
perfect a business venture which is unprofitable, or even losing money.

The capitalist businessmen are superficially very courteous to
customers, They diligently attend to customers in the hope that the
customers will purchasemore of their goods and bring them greater profits.
We also seek to show a good attitude and enthusiasm toward service; but
these are different from those of the capitalist merchants. We aim to
serve our class brothers, We perfect our services so as to mobilize
their enthusiasm for work and production in socialist construction, This
is the noble morality of our proletariat and is something which the
bourgeois-minded persons cannot learn, even if they try, The proletarian
morality and the bourgeois morality are absolutely incompatible., In
order to learn our methods, those who harbor bourgeois ideas must first
show a strong determination to remold their thinking and to uproot the
bourgeois ideas from their minds before they can learn and achieve success,

It is very obvious that Wu Han urged us to follow the bourgeois
principle of "careful planning for all possible profit'" in an attempt to
change proletarian enterprises into capitalist enterprises, to advocate
the capitalist path, and to promote the restoration of capitalism.

Wu Han has always stood completely on the ground of ingratiating
himself with Chiang, worshiping U. S. imperialism, opposing the Communist
Party, and opposing the people. His background has been a history of
consistently opposing the people and the revolution. Chairman Mao said:
"It will require a rather long period before reaching a decision on the
outcome of the struggle between socialism and capitalism in the field of
ideology in our country. The reason is that the influence of bourgeoisie
and intellectuals from the old society will remain in our country for a
long period, .If we do not sufficiently recognize or if we fundamentally
ignore this situation, we would commit a grave mistake, and would neglect
to promote the necessary ideological struggle." We will firmly remember

- 16 -






ENHANCE POLITICS, FULLY PORTRAY HEROES
-- REVIEW OF THE NOVEL : "SONG OF OUYANG HAI"

[Following 1s a tramnslation of the article by Chung Cheng-wen (0112
2973 2429) in the Chinese-language periodical Hung-ch'i (Red Flag),
No. 7, Peiping, 11 May 1966, pp 39-457

"Song of Ouyang Hai' (2962 7122 3189 0037 2960) is an outstanding
novel which reflects the actual life in our socialist society and portrays
new proletarian heroes who are armed with Mao Tse-tung's thinking. It is
an excellent, epochmaking work, and a milestone in our socialist literature,
It is the most recent example in creative literature during the socialist
cultural revolution of adherence to Mao Tse-tung's line guiding literature
and art, By its significant theme, new materials, and noble images, it
establishes 1itself as an example in the socialist literature, and opens
a new path for literary creation, especially as a novel reflecting the
great soclalist reality,

This novel has tremendous, heart-stirring ideological strength and
artistic impact., It has had a great effect on vast numbers of readers and
enjoys a warm welcome, Regarded as a timely book, it places politics in
the forefront and constitutes a good textbook which speeds up the revolu-
tionizing of our thinking.

In our opinion, the achievements won and the experiences provided
by "Song of Ouyang Hai" are many-sided. The most important, basic, and
central factor, however, is the placing of politics in the forefront.

This means placing Mao Tse-tung's thinking in"the forefront. It signifies
that in the whole process of writing, Mao Tse-tung's thinking is always in
command; his works are taken as supreme guidance in writing and his think-
ing is the soul of the work. '"Song of Ouyang Hai'" enhances politics both
as a literary work and in the process of literary creation., It both
1llustrates enhancement of politics and.represents a product of enhancing
politics,

As a good book enhancing politics, the main achievement of "Song
of Ouyang Hai" is the full portrayal of a hero of the socialist era, the

- 18 -
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thinking, the political instructor, Tseng Wu-chun, helped him recognize
that the revolution was for emancipation of the Chinese people and all
mankind; not for personal fame, fortune, or other personal interests. In
the course of education by the Party, Ouyang Hai began to develop communist
thinking. He had richer feelings for and higher consciousness in studying

* Chairman Mao's works, He resovled to conscientiously study Chairman Mao's

works, vigorously strive to "apply" them, and eventually applied Mao Tse-
tung's thinking to further reform his world outlook to become a more mature
communist combatant, _

In studying Chairman Mao's works, Ouyang Hai showed several important
features,

First, he had profound class feelings for Chairman Mao's works. From
political instructor Tseng Wu~-chun he learned that Chairman Mao's works
were written for the poor and for the people waging revolution, and that
they were the treasure used in serving the people, in working for socialist
revolution and socialist construction, and for the world revolution. In
the person of political instructor Tseng Wu-chun and in the course of his
own continuous progress, he perceived the incomparable power of Mao Tse«
tung's thinking, With the three volumes of Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung
presented to him by Tseng Wu-chun, he devoted himself day and night,
vhenever he was free, to study and take notes. Since his educational
level was low, he bought a dictionary, and simultaneously consulted the
dictionary and studied. What he did not understand, he would ask others,
In buying a copy of the fourth volume of Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung,
he was so excited that he could not sleep all night, and rushed to the
bookstore the next day before daybreak. .../as shown in original texf/

Second, he was flexible in study and application; and paid attention
not only to "Study," but also to "application.”" He studied Mao Tse-tung's
thinking not for educating others, but for remolding his own thinking and

‘to raise his own ideological consciousness. For instance, he used to be

impatient with Kao I-chung, a soldier with an intellectual background. After
a study of "Two Reminiscences and Three Examinations," and the complaint

of class bitterness, he realized that he and Kao I-chung were bitter mellons
on the same vine, After further study of '"Serve the People," he learned
that he had shown inadequate concern, assistance, and care to Kao I-chung.
Consequently, he voluntarily examined himself with regard to Kao I-chung,
and showed greater concern, care, and assistance to Kao, in accordance

with Chairman Mao's teachings. Subsequently, in the course of picking

tea seeds for a commune when Kao I-chung dreaded hardship, Ouyang Hai

again became somewhat impetuous. However, after reading '"The Foolish 0l1d
Man who Removed Mountains," and "On Contradictions,' he again cleared up
his thinking, and realized that he was impatient in helping Kao I-chung,
mainly because he himself lacked the spirit of the foolish old man who
removed mountains, and failed to perceive the progressive and main current
in Kao I-chung's thinking. He was moved to remark: 'The key lies in
myself!" '

Third, he achieved a combination of study and application, applied
what he learned, and learned what he needed for immediate effect. He
studied with problems in mind and sought answers in Chairman Mao's works
to these problems, For instance, when he was transferred from the position

- 20 -
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development in Ouyang Hai's thinking. When he hoped to become a hero and
to win honor for himself, his work was not outstanding; nor did he win
praise from the surrounding masses. When he had learned the great signifi-
cance of all that he did, settled in an ordinary position, and vigorously
fulfilled all tasks assigned him by the upper-level authorities, he performed
duties with outstanding achievements. One can never become a hero when
this is his intent and he does not settle in ordinary revolutionary work.
With determination to serve the people and to creatively perfect performance
of all ordinary work, one would become a hero without knowing about it,
This is the logic of life of our revolutionaries., It is by way of such
extraordinary achievements in the performance of ordinary tasks that Ouyang
Hal becomes a hero. Lo, how ordinary was his work in the few short years
of his life in the army! He felled trees, carried firewood, cleaned guns,
carried dirt, excavated mud, repaired bridges, built roads, engaged in
training, studied, picked tea seeds, cut bamboo, saved others, fought fire,
helped communes, and promoted ideological mutual-aid with comrades-in-arm
and his family members. Confronted by this ordinary work, one can achieve
either ordinary or extraordinary results. Since Ouyang Hai has thoroughly
resolved the problem of his world outlook, he has succeeded in extraordinary
achievements, :

Ouyang Hal has the traits common to Lei Feng, Wang Chieh, Tung Tsun-
jui, Huang Chi-kuang, Mal Hsien-te, and other heroes. He achieves out-

-standing results in an ordinary job. At the most critical moment, he shows

the greatest of courage and performs an act of the highest heroism, This
is not spontaneous, but the result of great efforts exerted in studying
Chairman Mao's works and in revolutionizing his thinking in ordinary times.

.The source is the cultivation and tempering by the Party in ordinary times.
‘At the critical moment, Ouyang Hai darts out and jumps onto the railway
. track to halt an onrushing train, He does this so calmly that his face

does not change color and his heart does not beat any faster. In this
action, one can see the radiance of Mao Tse-tung's ideas which guided him
then as in ordinary times., Only when one fears neither hardships nor
death, works whole-heartedly for the revolution, and does everything for
the revolution in ordinary times can one display the greatest courage and
even sacrifice one's life, at the critical moment. It is proven once
again in the person of Ouyang Hai that Mao Tse-tung's thinking is the
source of courage and fearlessness and the greatest dynamic force which
produces the revolutionary qualities and revolutionary feelings of heroes,

In conjunction with the creation of the heroic image of Ouyang Hai,
the novel depicts the typical enviromment producing this typical character.
In the description of Ouyang Hal's path of maturing, it correctly reflects
the brilliant realistic life of our army and our people, sings the praise
of our great reality, the great victory of the socialist revolution and
socialist construction, and the great victory achieved in placing politics
in the forefront in all work., It describes the class struggle at home and
abroad, and the brisk and lively political and ideological work in our
army. It skillfully and appropriately reflects our people's three major
revolutionary campaigns and various significant struggles, such as the
battles against natural disasters, the suppression of rebellion in Tibet,-
the strengthening of defense, and the struggle against imperialism and
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In order to create the new heroes of our times and to eulogize our
great times, "Song of Ouyang Hai'" also breaks away from the past patterns
in artistic form and creates a new style. This novel has neither a
central plot nor an acute and violent contradiction between ourselves
and the enemy, nor contradiction among the people which connects the
entire novel. Ouyang Hail is the only sustained character in the book.

Why, then, has the novel so much attraction and appeal to the people? 1In
our opinion, first, it is because the work has strong ideological contents;
and Mao Tse-tung's thinking is presented in such a deep, thorough, clear-
cut, and vivid way. It reflects the ideas and feelings of millions of
people, stirs the heart strings of millions, and arouses a response in
them. Next, it has portrayed well ideal heroes who are the kind millions
of people dream of, admire, and want to emulate., The social reality being
experienced by millions and the far-reaching aspirations for which they
work day and night and make tremendous efforts to bring into being are
manifested in Ouyang Hai. Besides, in view of the content requirements,
the author has created an original art form and art style to present the
contents effectively. This form and style of the novel are full of revolu-
tionary feelings, high political contents, and vigorous tone. In reading
the novel, we always feel in the book the rich political atmosphere, the
high ideological status, the powerful style, the surging revolutionary
enthusiasm, and the precise and bright language. We attribute this to

the use of the artistic methods of revolutionary realism and revolutionary
romanticism. We consider this as a delightful achievement in literary
creation and a new literary style worthy of promotion.

The so-called "non-political" tendency, and the decadent, and
pessimistic and gloomy feelings, the soft and low tone, and the insipid
and colorless language are characteristic of the literary style of bourgeois
literature. Our proletarian literature is the literature of the masses,
devoted to serve, by all possible means, the workers, peasants, and
soldiers. As such, it should have a clear-cut class viewpoint, distinguish
the right from the wrong and between love and hatred, be imbued in Mao
Tse-tung's thinking, and be very revolutionary, combatant, and political.
It should stand high, look far, display revolutionary spirit, and be filled
with revolutionary enthusiasm, It should sing loud and use exact, vivid,
light, and concise language to embody the aesthetic viewpoint of the

_proletariat and the working people. To describe the new life, new ideas,

and new people, proletarian literature must adopt new artistic methods, so
that new art forms and new art styles will gradually take shape., We should
study, inherit, learn from, and refer to the ancient and foreign art forms,
We must, however, start from 1life, and the needs and likings of the people,
and boldly create the new in terms of contents, Research and reference
aim at placing the ancient and the foreign at our immediate disposal and
at preparing favorable conditions for creating the new. We must bravely
cherish the ambition to create new socialist and new proletarian literature,
and to open our own path,

Another illustration of the enhancement of politics in "Song of Ouyang
Hai" 1s that the author followed Chairman Mao's principles in literature
and art in the course of writing and used Mao Tse-tung's thinking to guide
all his activities in creative writing.
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The process of writing ""Song of Ouyang Hai" was that of following
the mass line., The commander of the army unit where the writer worked
gave him this valuable guidance: '"To portray heroes is to portray our
great Party and our era. The changes in the army units in the past few
years should be shown through the growth of Ouyang Hai." This guidance
was a decisive influence upon the shaping of the theme of the novel, The
leadership at various levels also gave the author encouragement and prompt
help when he encountered difficulties in the course of writing. The
Editorial Board of the publishing house helped with the revision. Local
Party and army units, Ouyang Hai's comrades-in-arm, the peasants of Ouyang
Hai's home village, and his family offered many helpful suggestions.
Consequently, it can be said that the success of "Song of Ouyang Hai"
is that of collective creation by the masses. Without the joint efforts
of the leadership and the masses, it would be impossible to have any
literary creative achievement today. Facts have once again proved that
the tri-integration of leadership, the masses, and the writer coincides
with the laws of soclalist creative writing., It is a good method for
developing and directing socialist literary writing.

The appearance of "Song of Ouyang Hal" is a new victory for placing
politics in the forefront, for the Chinese Communist Party's policy on
literature and art, and a new victory for Mao Tse-tung's thinking on
literature and art. It marks the advance to a new stage in our socialist
literary writing. This powerful mental atom bomb will produce a tremendous
effect on our ideological front, and literature and art front. It will
play an important role in promoting the revolutionizing of the thinking
of millions of people.

Chinese people are in need of such works. The oppressed and revolu-
tionary people throughout the world are in need of such works., Let our
revolutionary writers and artists hold higher the great red flag of Mao
Tse-tung's thinking and the clear-cut banner of the proletarian revolu-
tionary literature, and create more and better works to sing the praise
of the great people's revolution, the great socialist era, and the heroes
of the great socialist era!

- END -
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