











WORKER~-PEASANT~SOLDIER MASSES CRITICIZE WU HAN'S ANTI-PARTY
ANTI-SOCIALIST POLITICAL STAND AND ACADEMIC VIEWPOINT

[Following is a translation of an article in the Chinese-

Yanguage periodical Hung Ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping, No, 6,
29 April 1966, pages 10-19,7

Note by Editor of Hung Ch'i: Several comrades of our editorial
department and the editorial department of Che-hsfieh Yen-chiu /Philoso-
phical Studies] recently went to Taiyuan, Tientsin, Soochow, Shanghai,
Tsinan, Shenyang, Anshan, and Changchun and there, with the energetic
support of the local Party committees and the Party committees of the
local garrison forces, invited some workers, peasants, and PLA fighters
to academlic criticism forums, All comrades who attended the forums showed
a high degree of concern over the current struggle to promote proletarian
and destroy bourgeois ideology on the cultural front. With strong class
feeling and applying the thought of Mao Tse-tung, they leveled effective
criticism at Wu Han's anti-Party, anti-socialist political stand and
academic viewpoint, They unanimously agreed that Wu Har's Hal Jul Re-
proaches the Emperor and Hai Jui's Dismissal From Office were a deliberate,
purposeful, and planned effort to support and bolster the rightist opportunists
and an audacious attack on the Party and socialism, They also profoundly
criticized the "theory of honest officials,” "concession policy," and
"theory of morality" which Wu Han advocated,

Owing to indigence of space, we publish here only part of the re-
corded speeches made at the forums, selected and edited under various
headings, Full texts of the recorded summaries of these forums will be
published in Che-hsfleh Yen-chiu, No, 3, 1966, We think that these speeches
of the worker-peasant-soldier masses deserve to be read by all,

I, This Is A Serious Class Struggle

We Workers, Peasants, and Soldiers Must Resolutely,
Thoroughly Shatter the Attack of the Bourgeoisie






With the Thought of Mao Tse-tung as a Magic Demon-Unmasking
Mirror, We Must Show Up Wu Han's Reactionary Face as It Is

We have a magic demon-unmasking mirror in the thought of Mao Tse-
tung, Wu Han may be able to talk in flowery and clever language, but he
will not be able to deceive us, (Chang Ming-li, worker of Shenyang Air
Pump Works)

A particular class speaks a particular language, a particular vine
bears a particular fruit, Wu Han's class stand and class feeling are ra-
dically different from ours, No matter how Wu Han expresses -- through
a dead man -~ his feudal, capitalist political viewpoint and thoughts and
feelings, we shall be able to uncover his reactionary essence by studying
them with the method of class analysis which Chairman Mao has taught us.
Wu Han tries to evade the issue by calling a political question an academic
question, but he will not get away., (Li Ch'ang-mao)

Someone has said, "Without having read the History of 24 Dynasties,
one is not qualified to assess historical characters," That was said to
frighten worker-peasant masses, We will not read the History of 24 Dy-
nasties written by the landlord class, We can utterly beat off the bour-
geois attack by using Chairman Mao's works alone, (Hsl Wen-liang, of
Chutien commune, Lich'eng hsien, Shantung)

We have not studied Chinese history, Our cultural level is low,
We have never been to college and have never read big books, But we have
the thought of Mao Tse-tung, and with its help we can see clearly the
reactionary aspect of Wu Han, When I read about Wu Han's viewpoint in the
papers last year, I knew at once that it was anti-Party, and anti-socialist,
Wu Han sits on the side of the bourgeoisie, He tries his best to help
bring about a capitalist restoration, If only we have grasped the view-.
point of class struggle, we shall be able to strip Wu Han of his skin and
see his very bones, No matter what tricks he may play, he will not be
able to deceive us, (Shen Su-chiian, sales clerk, Shenyang Garment, Shoes
and Hats Store)

II, Hai Jul Reproaches the Emperor and Hai Jui's
Dismissal From Office Encourage Right Opportunists
To Oppose the Party and Socialism

Hai Jui Reproaches the Emperor and Hai Jui's Dismissal From Office Are An
Anti-Party, Anti-Soclalist Question, Not Just an Academic Question

Wu Han knows his own guilt. When he was unmasked, he made a false
criticism of himself, He contradicts himself in an attempt to mislead
all, When we carry out struggle against him, he says slyly that he wrote
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To be quite frank, it is reproach against the Party, In cooperation
.with the right opportunists who were attacking the Party, he kindled the
fire and fanned the flames, We all lknow that in the feudal society,

an official could not refuse to die if he was ordered by his sovereign

to., No official would dare to reprocach his emperor. To say he did would
be a distortion of historical fact, The object was to encourage the right
opportunists to oppose the Party and socialism, (Liu Ching-ying, Poli-
tical Instructor of Dyeing and Finishing Workshop, Jen Li Woollen Testile
Works, Tientsin)

Hai Jui's reproach of his emperor was not genuine, He was loyal
to his emperor and loved him, But Wu Han reproach against the Party and
socialism is genuine, (Wang Chih-wen, Personnel Security Section, Urban
Public Utilities Equipment Company, Shanghai)

The Party is the life-root of us proletariat, Yet Wu Han points
his spearhead at the great Communist Party of China so endeared to the
people, His malevolence arouses incomparable indignation and wrath in
us, We working people will certainly not tolerate that, We must hit
back resolutely at Wu Han's vicious scheme, (Li K'o-ch'in)

Hal Jui's Dismissal From Office Encourages
Right Opportunists Who Have Been "Dismissed From
Office” To Try Again After Failure

After the Lushan Conference, we succeeded in beating off the attack
of right opportunists, relieved them of their posts, and "dismissed them
from office.," Wu Han thereupon wrote his Hai Jui's Dismissal From Office
for the purpose of bolstering the morale of the right opportunists and
encouraging them to continue attacking the Party. He wants them to emu-
late the "Hai Jui spirit" by trying again after failure. (Ch'en Hung-
pin, tempering worker, Seamless Tubing Plant, Anshan Steel Works)

Through the Peking opera, Hal Jul's Dismissal From Office, Wu Han
opposes the three red banners., He writes in a song. "Kiangnan is a picture
of hardship and misery; It wouldn't be long now if the annexed lands are
not returned" and "There are many miscarriages of justice which must be
corrected; the people can live in peace only if their land is returned
to thep.,"” Thus he sings what is in his heart and in the hearts of the
right opportunists who scheme to restore capitalism, We want to consoli-
date and develop people's communes, but Wu Han advocates individual farm-
ing, saying that "the people can live in peace only if their land is re-
turmed to them." What does he mean by "the people"? He means the small
handful of landlords, rich peasants, counterrevolutionaries, and bad
elements, That is clearly a counter-attack and counter-reckoning. If
these "people" were really allowed to live in peace, then our State would
change color and the masses of the working class and peasant class would
once more be exploited and oppressed by them, However, that is only a
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female prostitutes.” In the old society all officials were rich people,
because they could not even sit for their examinations if they had not
at least 300 taels of silver, Poor men did not have enough to eat and
could not afford an education. How could they be officials? There were
no "honest officials" whatever in the old society. "As there is not cat
which does not eat meat, so there is no official who is not avaricious
of money," (Ts'ai Hsueh-fu, pedicab driver of Soochow Municipality)

So-called "honest officials" and corrupt officials were "the same
in four things but different from each other in only one thing." They
were the same in (1) their oppression and exploitation of laboring people;
(2) their loyalty to their emperor and consolidation of the imperial rules
(3) their being spokesmen for landlords and rich peasants and defense of
-the interests of the landlord class; and (4) their desire for promotion
and wealth -- higher and higher position and greater and greater riches,
Their one difference lay in their method of oppressing and ruling the
people: Corrupt officials did it openly while "honest officilals" were
covert, "Honest officials" spoke words of honey but were ready to use
knives from their hearts, They were like cooked meat left over the night
in June -- it looked all right but tasted nasty, (Ts'ao Yun-ya, woman
member, 4th production team, Yinnan brigade, Shahsi commme, T'aits'ang
hsien, Kiangsu) ‘

"The Gates of the Yamen Face South; Do Not Enter if You Have
No Money Though You May Be in the Right," The Interests
of the Landlord Class Were Upheld in Settlement of Cases
According to Feudal Imperial Law

Seen from the viewpoint of class struggle, all officials in history
were tools of the dictatorship of the landlord bourgeoisie, They were all
the same whether they were "honest® or corrupt, They were all faithful
running dogs who served reactionary feudal dynasties and the landlord class
and would sacrifice themselves for them, (Wang Yin-tse, political in-
structor, the Red 9th Company of a certain PLA unit) '

As the vulgar saying goes, "One official turns toward another
official, one govermment servant turns toward another government servant,
and the tiger turns toward the doorkeeper.," This means that when it
came to litigation, although the officials might be different, a small
landlaord would always turn toward a big 1landlord for help, a big landlord
would always defend a small landlord and one official would always turn
toward another official, Hai Jui could only speak for the feudal rulers,
He could never have spoken for the poor pecple or helped them get justice,
(Kao Chen-te, member of the Red 3rd Company of a certain PLA unit)

"The gates of the yamen face south; do not enter if you have no






In all dynasties it is always officials who oppress the people,” We have
never heard a case in which "officials acted for the people," There was
class struggle in every dynasty., A man served the class to which he be-
longed., This was determined by the nature of class., (Hsiang Pen-hung,
fighter, Red 3rd Company of a certain PLA unit)

"Each change of reign brought a change of officials, but each reign
worked for the people in the imperial court." In the old society poor men’
could have no one to whom they might complain of their hard lot and air
their grievances, How could there be officials who would speak and act
for poor people? (Chang Wan-ch'ien, veteran worker, Taiyuan Metallur-
gical Company)

To say that "honest officials" would "speak for the people" or were
even saviors of the people is a complete distortion of historical fact,
Lot me ask: Was there an "honest official"” before the liberation who
worked for the people's interest, spoke for them, and did things for them?
For generation after generation the peasants toiled and moiled till their
backs were bent and bones breken, but still they could not earn enough to
feed and clothe themselves adequately, There was never any "honest offi-

- cial" to relieve them of their poverty and difficulty, The words "to
speak for the people™ were only a mask in history used for prettifying
the feudal ruling classes, Today, they have become a kind of reactionary
propaganda. Today the people have become masters of their own destiny
and the proletariat has became the leading class of the state, The world
today belongs to the people, Let me ask Wu Han: Who do you think would
be needed to speak for us? And to whom would he speak? Wu Han and his
like want to speak for the former ruling classes who have been overthrown
by the working people, They want to speak to the people. That is a fancy
which)can never come true, (Yuan Chen-hsiang, worker at Shulan Coal Mine,
Kirin

There was also struggle among feudal bureaucrats., They plotted and
schemed against one another. It was struggle within the ruling classes -
like one dog biting another dog or a large fish swallowing a smaller fish
- and not one between two classes, When a corrupt official was too cor-
rupt and encroached upon the interests of the feudal dynasty, the feudal
imperial court would deal him a blow, Various cliques of feudal land-
lords struggled among themselves, and it was the common people who were
made to suffer, (Yang Yao-tsung, worker, Heavy-Duty Machine Works, Tai-

yuan)

Wu Han's Theory of "Honest Officials" Is A Theory of
Class Reconciliation That Combines Two Into One

Wu Han says that Hai Jui took up the case of the people and re-
dressed their wrongs. That is disseminating the theory of class recon-
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Before the liberation, my own family went every where begging, Did an
"honest official" come out to inquire after us? This was true not only
of my own family, but of all poor people., This shows that in the o0ld "
society there were no saviors whatever. The real saviors are the great
Party and Chaiman Mao, (Y# Ch'#lan-yang, leader of the Lei Feng Squad of
a certain PLA unit)

The true saviors of the laboring people can only be the Commumist
Party and Chairman Mao, The Communist Party and Chairman Mao have led
the Chinese people in overthrowing imperialism and the Kuomintang re-
actionary clique and humbling landlords and local bullies. They have
given us poor and lower middle peasants land, houses, cattle, and farm
tools, and guided us to the collective way, so that we may completely stand
on our own feet politically and economically., Even a three-year old knows
who the people's saviors and malefactors are, but Wu Han says arbitrarily
that "honest officials" were the people's saviors, As I see it, he is
serving the landlord-bourgeoisie., (Chang Heng-fu, chairman of péor and
lower middle peasants association, Fengchiachuang brigade, Fenyang hsien,

Shansi) :

IV, The Reactionary Classes Have Never Made Any
"Concession" to the Laboring People, What
They Have Done Was Counter-Attacking
and Counter-Reckoning

The Exploiting Classes Did Not Concede A Little Bit
to the Laboring People

Wu Han and Chien Po-tsan declare approvingly that feudal rulers at
one time had carried into effect a "concession policy," by which they
reduced their exploitation and oppression of the peasants, That is com-
plete non-sense, Landlords would exploit and oppress the peasants to
the utmost degree -- fighting for every bit of gain and never yielding
an inch!, In the struggle between landlords and peasants, neither side
would make any concession, It was a 1life and death, tit-for-tat struggle.
To say that the landlord class would make "concession" to the peasants is
to stare at the facts and not see them, He who says that is trying to re-
conciliate class contradictions and speaks for landlords, (L1 Ching-ho,
member of Hsintien brigade, Chutien commune, Lich'eng hsien, Shantung)

Wu Han and Chien Po-tsan claim that after a peasant uprising failed,
the ruling classes would take a "concession policy" toward the peasants,
According to this view, it is not necessary to carry through the revolu-
tion to the end, Would any ruler in this world be so benevolent? We
revolutionary fighters know that the reactionary classes have only two
counterrevolutionary tactics, but no such thing as benevolence, When the






The exploiting classes have never made any "concession" to the people,
Not even Wu Han himself, to whom we have given a high position, has "con-
ceded,"” On the contrary, he attacks boldly, That reflects his class
nature, (Wang Chih-wen

It Is Class Struggle, Not the "Concession Policy"
of the Reactionary Classes, That Promotes
Development of History

Wu Han and Chien Po-tsan have formulated a preposterous formula
for the development of history in the feudal society: Peasant wars --
plus "concessions" by the ruling classes -- have promoted the develop-
ment of history. This is opposition to Chairman Mao, History is created
by the people, and class struggle is the motive power that promotes the
development of history, That is what Chairman Mao bas taught us }ong ago.,
Yet they say that "concessions" by the ruling classes were the motive po-
wer that promoted the development of history, It is distortion of history,
(Wang Chih-wen)

The class enemy would never voluntarily go out of the stage of
history, Our liberation was not a result of "concessions" by the exploit-
ing classes, It was won with guns by us worker-peasant masses, Led by
the Communist Party and Chairman Mao, we have taken up arms, and through
bloody struggle, have overthrown the reactionary regime and established ths
people's government, The so-called "concession policy" is a fabricated lie
intended to confuse our class viewpoint. We must brighten up our eyes,
hold high the key of class struggle, and never be deceived, (Chang Hsiao-
mao, secretary, Party branch of Chinhsing 3rd brigade, Ch'ienttn commune,
K*unshan, Kiangsu)

V. By Promoting the Morality of the Landlord-Bourgeoisie,
Wu Han Serves the Restoration of Capitalism

Proletarian Morality and Landlord-Bourgeois
Morality Are Utterly Incompatible with Each Other, The Proletariat
Can Never Inherit the Morality of the Landlord-Bourgeoisie

Morality has a class character, The proletariat has its own morality,’
and so has the bourgeoisie., The communist morality of the proletariat is
dominated by public spirit, whereas that of the bourgeoisie is dominated by
selfishness, The two are opposite each other and utterly incompatible with
each)other. (Hstl Chen-chiang, fighter, the Lei Feng Squad of a certain PLA
unit
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Feudal morality was like feudal imperial law -- they were both
shackles with which the landlord-bourgeoisie ruled the laboring people,
They differed from each other only in manner -- one was civil and the other
brutal, one was a means of repression and the other a means of deceptioen,
one gestricted man's action, the other bound his thought, (Ma Ch'eng-
lien

Wu Han says that the landlord class had the virtue of being "in-
dustrious" and "hard-working and able to endure hardship,” He is trying
to prettify the landlord class, He is more foolish than even a three-year
old, because a three-year old knows landlords earned money without doing
labor and lived by exploiting others, If landlords were "industrious"
and "harding-working and able to endure hardship," then how could they be
distinguished from peasants? (Li Kuei-fen, courier, Taiyuan Posts and
Telegraph Bureau)

All exploiting classes gained without laboring and lived a licen-
tious, shameless, parasitic life, Where was their industry and hard-work?
Industry and working-hard are qualities that belong solely to the laboring
people, The exploiting classes were not industrious but "diligent in
making money."” Day and night they "industriously" thought of better ways
and means to exploit poor people. They used a big measure for grain that
came to them and a smaller one for grain they gave others, and their in-
terest bred interest, How could they have thought of such things had they
not been thinking "industriously" of them? (YUl Ch'ang-ho, fighter, the
Lai Feng Squad of a certain PLA unit)

Wu Han! Check the Family Records of Your Landlord-
Bourgeoisie, Was There Such Morality of Whole-
heartedly Serving the People as Comrade
Lei Feng Possessed?

Wu Han says that if the proletariat does not inherit the morality
of the landlord bourgeoisie, it will have to "create a morality out of
nothing," which is impossible., These words consist of several turns and
twists, but they amount to a denial that we the proletariat have no mo-
ra%ity of our own., It is a slander against the proletariat, (YH Ch'ang-
ho

Our former squad leader Comrade Lei Feng, a great communist soldier,
worked wholeheartedly for the revolution and the people, He did not care
for fame or gain and feared neither hardship nor even death, He listened
to the words of the Party and Chairman Mao, and would do anything the Party
told him to do., Lei Feng regarded the people's difficulties as his own,

He was a servant of the people everywhere he went. As he wrote in his
diary: "Man's life to the limited, but service for the people is limitless,

I must give my limited life to the limitless 'service for the people',"Are not the
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VI, Hold High the Great Red Banner of the Thought of
‘ Mao Tse-tung, Carry Through to the End the
Socialist Cultural Revolution

Chairman Mao has said: "All erroneous ideas, all poisonous weed,
all devils and demons should be criticized and must not be allowed to
spread freely." The landlord-bourgeois writers and scholars must not be
allowed to take possession of the ideological positions, If the proleta-
riat does not occupy them, the bourgeoisie will surely do. The struggle
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie to decide who will win in this
respect is not yet decided, We must not only hold firmly our guns, but
occupy the academic positions as well, (Li Te-hui, fighter, the Good 8th
Company of Nanking Road)

In the past, all characters on the stage were emperors, princes,
generals, and great ministers, there was no place for workers, peasants,
and soldiers, Now workers, peasants and soldiers have entered the stage.

It is a good thing to let them occupy the stage., The question of orienta-
tion also exists in the study of history: Should it be praise for emperors,
princes, generals and great ministers, or for the laboring people?! History
students, like dramatists, should also carry out a revolution and stud

the history of the struggle of the laboring people. (Sung Shuang-hsin

We the working class must occupy the positions of history, philoso-
phy, and art and literature, and foster our own intellectuals of the worke
ing class, (Li Hsin-pao, veteran worker, Light Industrial Machine Works,
Shanghai)

We workers are highly concerned for the great affairs of state., We
must also show the same concern for the class struggle on the cultural
front, We must not allow bourgeois ideas to go on the rampage and change
the color of our State and breed revisionism, We must creatively study
and apply Chairman Mao'a works -- applying them not only in production,
but also to the class struggle on the ideological front., We must hold
high the great red banner of the thought of Mao Tse-ting, take an active
part in the class struggle on the ideological front, and carry through
to the end the socialist cultural revolution., (Hu Ch'un-ch'in, worker at
a certain industrial plant in Taiyuan)

C50: 3530-D
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PARTICIPATION BY WORKER-PEASANT-SOLDIER MASSES IN
ACADEMIC CRITICISM IS AN EPOCH-MAKING EVENT

[Follow?ng is a translation of an article by Hung Ch'i Commen-
,tator, in the Chinese-language periodical Hung Ch'i, (Red Flag),
Peiping, No, 6, 29 April 1966, Pages 20-22.]

For several months, a great polemic has been going on in Chinese
missal From Office, Particularly encouraging in this great polemic is the
enthusiastic participation in the struggle by the broad masses of workers,
peasants, and soldiers, Recently, they have held discussions, expressed
views, and written articles in many places criticizing Wu Han's anti-Party,
anti~.socialist political and academic viewpoints, They say that this great
polemic is a struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, between
the socialist and capitalist roads, that it is a big issue concerning the
destiny of the country, an issue which we the working class, poor and lower
middle peasants, and soldiers of the PLA cannot afford to ignore or neglect,
that they must take an active part in this class struggle in order to
crush the ferocious attacks by the bourgeoisie and win complete victory
in this great polemic.

- Participation by worker-peasant-soldier masses in academic criticism
is something without precedent in world history, In the o0ld society --
Whether it was in feudal society or capitalist society -- the academic
forum was completely monopolized by a handful of feudal literati and bour-
geols scholars, Their academic endeavors served the interests of the ex-
Ploiting clasees, Workers and peasants were deprived of the right to an
education and had no access to academic work. Whenever academic or theore-
tical matters were raised, they were invariably regarded as the business of
a few intellectuals alone, After the victory of the people's revolution in
our country, the worker-peasant masses have become masters in the the eco-
nomic and political spheres, and must be masters of culture too, The knell
has sounded for the exploiting classes with regard to their monopoly of
culture and academics, An era has begun in which worker-peasant-soldier
masses directly master theory and directly ascend the academic forum, This
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regarded as knowing history well even if he can recite from memory the 24
Classics of History backward.

Who really know history? It is not those feudal, bourgeois histo-
rians who regard the 24 Classics of History as the Golden Law, but the
worker-peasant-soldier mzsses and proletarian revolutionary cadres,

Workers and poor and lower middle peasants remember their miserable
family histories, They are familiar with their own village and factory
histories. In these histories there were exploitationand oppression and
opposition to exploitation and oppression, They are full of viclent class
struggle, Only the working people, who have been exploited and oppressed,
know the history of class struggle best,

Through reading Chairman Mao's books, listening to his words, and
creatively studying and applying his ideas, the worker-peasant-soldier
masses have greatly increased their class awareness, They have a keen
sense of smell and sharp eyes by which they can distinguish fragrant flo-
wors from polsonous weeds and see them clearly. In this issue, we have
published material from an academic criticism forum of worker-peasant-soldier
masses, It effectively illustrates this point,

An important feature of the participation by the worker-peasant-
soldier masses in academic criticism is the prominence given to polities,
Having mastered the thought of Mao Tse-tung and regarding the Party and
socialism as their owm 1life root, the worker-peasant-soldier masses are
able to see and find out the various anti-Party, anti-socialist, wily tactics
adopted by Wu Han and the others, They can tersely show up their reactionary
political aims,

Armed with the thought of Mao Tse-tung, the worker-peasant-soldier
masees can express profound and correct views even on highly complex aca-
demic matters, In their speeches at forums and their writings published
in the press, they have said many revolutionary, scientific truths which
many intellectuals have not said and cannot say. The masses can grasp the
essence of a question directly and make a concise explanation that is
clear-cut and thorough,

The so-called question of "honest officials" has bewildered many,
But with the histories of their own families, villages and factories, the
worker-peasant-soldier masses prove that there was no such thing as an
"honest official™ at all in the old society. They say: "There is no cat
that does not eat meat; there is no official who is not avaricious of money,"
and "An honest magistrate, after three years in office, would have amassed
100,000 [Taelg] of white silver." The so-called "honest official™ is com-
pletely a fabrication of the landlord class intended to fool and deceive the
people,
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worker-peasant-soldier masses, and fighting by their side,

The thought of Mao Tse-tung is the highest directive for all our
work, Ammed with the thought of Mao Tse-tung, the worker-peasant-soldier
masses are an irresistible and invincible force, Their participation in the
class struggle on the cultural front is an epoch-making event., Holding high
the great red bamner of the thought of Mao Tse~tung, the worker- peasant-
soldier masses and revolutionary intellectuals together will surely win com-
plete victory in the cultural revolution,

- END -
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