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GIVE PROMINENCE TO POLITICS, PUT MAO-TSE TUNG'S
THINKING IN COMMAND OF EVERYTHING

[Following is a translation of an article by Wang
Jen-chung in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-
ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping, No 5, 5 April 1966. ]

Comrades: The major theme of the current conference of res-
ponsible comrades from various countries held by the Hupeh Provincial
CCP Committee is to discuss how to give prominence to politics and,
with the view of letting politics take command of economic work, pro-
fessional work, and technology, to discuss measures for giving fur-
ther prominence to politics and to launch the movement for studying
Chairman Mao's works.

Our comrades criticized the provincial committee for failing
in the past to attach adequate importance to this aspect of the work.
Their criticism is correct. The inspections conducted by our com-
rades in various county comnittees showed that the political and
ideological work had not been properly grasped in the past.

In this connection, the provincial committee should first or all
take the responsibility. There may be 100 or 1,000 defective fac-
tors in leadership work on the part of the provincial committee, yet
the most important one is failing to give sufficient prominence to
politics. This defect must be corrected resolutely and promptly.

In particular, leading cadres at the county level and above must make
efforts to overcome this defect and mistake.

The provincial committee has already issued a directive on giv=-
ing prominence to politics, calling for putting in the first place
the task of giving prominence to politics and vigorously studying
Chairman Mao's works in guiding our work throughout the year. How=-
ever, by saying this, we do not mean that in the past we have not







What is politics? Chairman Mao gave politics this definition:
Politics, whether revolutionary or counterrevolutionary, is a struggle
of one class against another class. The struggle of the proletariat
against the bourgeoisie is proletarian politics, and the struggle of
the bourgeoisie against the proletariat is bourgeois politics.

Ours is a proletarian party which always grasps the proletarian
struggle and insists in having proletarian politics guide and com-
mand everything. Before the liberation of the whole nation, our
party led the masses of the people to engage in the néw democratic
revolution against imperialism, feudalism, and bureaucratic capital=-
ism and gained state power by force. This is certainly politics.

After 1949 when the CPR was founded, China entered a new era
of socialist revolution and socialist construction. We engaged in
land reform, suppressed the counterrevolutionaries, and carried out
the "san fan" and "wu fan" [three and five] movements. These all
constitute revolution and politics. rrom the confiscation of bureau-
cratic capital to agricultural cooperation and to the socialist trans-
formation of capitalist industry, commerce, and handicraft, it was
a great socialist revolution. This revolution was carriea out by
the masses of workers and peasants led by the CCP under conditions
of the proletarian dictatorship. In the course of this revolutionary
movement, not only the ownership system was changed and the socialist
economic foundation laid, but at the same time a socialist revolution
was carried out on the political and ideological fronts.

In 1957 when the bourgeoisie launched a frantic attack on us,
we carried out the struggle against the rightists and launched the
rectification campaign within the party. This was done to make the
upper strata meet better the requirements of the economic foundation.
All this is revolution and a life-or-death struggle between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie and between the two roads of socialism
and capitalism.

The above revolutionary movements were all carried out under
the leadership of the party aud the command of proletarian politics.

We began the great leap forward in 1958. In January that year,
Chairman Mao pointed out that our comrades should not become "poli-
ticians with a false front," but should become Red and expert. ''Red"
means to be good politically and "expert' means to be good in profes-
sional work., Chairman Mao pointed out that one must learn to do
professional work and economic work. He also pointed out that one
must not ignore politics and ideological work and become a practical-
minded man who loses his bearings simply because he wants to learn






struggle. This is an extremely important development and a signifi-
cant contribution made by Chairman Mao on Marxist-Leninist theory.

By placing politics in the fore and maintaining a firm grip on
the struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie and between
the road of capitalism and the road of socialism, we shall be able
to smoothly develop China's socialist revolution and socialist con-
struction and guarantee a completion of socialism, creating condi-
tions for the transition to communism.

If the struggle between the two classes, between the two roads
‘and this main contradiction are not given proper attention, revision-
ism will prevail, capitalism will stage a comeback, and China will
return to its miserable days of semifeudal and semicolonial society.

Therefore, the only way to carry through the socialist revolu-
tion to the end, to triumphantly complete socialist construction,
and to move from socialism to communism is to maintain a firm grip
on and thoroughly resolve this main contradiction by waging a firm
struggle between the two classes and between the two roads.

The relations between politics and production are what we have
always talked about: promoting production by engaging energetically
in revolution.

You comrades have all gone through practices. These are all
you have experienced. Please think it over. Isn't it true that
our production is developing well when we place politics in the fore
and carry out the revolution well, and that our production and our
work are poor when we pay less attention to politics and revolution?

The great leap forward in 1958 was brought about on the basis
of the struggle against rightists in the urban areas, of the develop-
ment of the socialist education movement in rural areas, of the
struggle between the two roads, and of the rectification campaign dur-
ing 1957. The broad masses of cadres and people were imbued with
high revolutionary enthusiasm, creating countless miarcles at that
time.

Just as Chairman Mao had described in his poem, entitled "Chase
Away the God of Plague," that "thousands of willows bask in spring
breeze, and the 600 million Chinese people are wise and capable,"
and that "shiny plows move up and down in high mountains, and the
wavering of sinewy arms shake the ground," these are all the results
of placing politics in the fore.

Were there any questions in our work during 1958? Yes. Due
to our overenthusiasm, a number of mistakes of this kind or that






complexity, and protractedness of the class struggle. We thought
that the problems were not serious.

In the fall of 1962, Chairman Mao taught us about classes, class
contradiction, and class struggle. But some of our comrades did not
understand Chairman Mao's teachings well, saying that the problems
in Hupeh were not serious.

After conducting the socialist education for a few years, we
realized more and more that there was class struggle in Hupeh and it
was quite serious in a certain part of the province. We realized
more and more that the struggle between the two roads and class strug-
gle would be protracted, and that politics must be given prominence
after the completion of the socialist education movement. We must
take a firm grip on this main contradiction, the struggle between the
two classes and the two roads, in order to carry on the revolution
continuously.

Since the winter of 1562 we stressed the significance of main-
taining a firm grip on class struggle. But we did not do well in
1963 or in the early part of 1964. We did comparatively better in
the late part of 1964, But we could not say that we agreed with each
other on the question as to whether class struggle was really seri-
ous or not.

At present many comrades still fail to realize the seriousness,
complexity, and protractedness of class struggle. Chairman Mao said
that grasping class struggle will produce effective results. This
is invulnerable truth.

Hupeh increased production and reaped good harvests in 1962,
But, Hupeh increased production most rapidly during 1963, 1964, and

Have any of you comrades ever though why we made such a big
development in production? This was only because we actively develop-
ed the socialist education movement, maintained a firm grip on class
struggle and revolution, aroused the enthusiasm of the broad masses
of cadres and pcople, and promoted production. Could we produce the
same results without the socialist education movement? I think that
it is absolutely impossible.

We recall that in 1953, Hupeh also registered comparatively
rapid development in agricultural production. Why did we do well in
production that year? It was because we carried out land reform,
suppressed counterrevolutionary elements, and conducted "san fan' and

"wu fan" movements in 1951 and 1952. °







works. We must learn from the lively and good examples set by num-
erous advanced figures of the PLA. We must also learn from the out-
standing industrial unit Taching and the outstanding agricultural
unit Tachai. How to learn from Taching and Tachai, and what shall
we learn from them? Comrade Li Hsueh-feng told me that Tachai ex-
perience can be summed up in a few simple words: It is the Tachai-
type party branch and the Tachai-type men -- the socialist-minded
advanced peasants -- that created the Tachai-type advanced unit.

In their discussions some comrades often put politics and pro-
duction in opposite positions. It seems to them that attaching im-
portance to politics may result in the slackening of production,
and that production may be affected if political work is tightly
grasped. This is an one-sided and metaphysical view. Politics and
production are the unity of opposites; when politics truly takes the
command, things of the mind willbecome material things and production
will be successfully carried out. They are not opposites. I do not
believe there is a way to carry out collective production successfully
while the political work is poorly done. On the other hand, I do
not believe either that production fails ina production brigade which
has a good- party branch doing good political and ideological work
and a group vf socialist-minded and enthusiastic cadres and members.
Do any of you believe in the existence of this strange situation?

If you do, please cite an examplel

As far as rural work is concerned, what is the proper way to
interpret the relationship between politics and economic wor, pro-
fessional work, and technology. I think we may put it in this way:
Raising high the great red banner and Mao Tse~-tung's thinking and
with class struggle and the struggle between the two roads as the
core, take a firm grip on the three great revolutionary movements.
In accordance with the unified plan and under the unified leadership
of the state, boldy mobilize the masses to develop the Tachai spirit,
go all out, aim high, and achieve more, faster, better, and be more
economical stressing class struggle, carrying out the classstruggle,
struggling for production, and scientific experiment. Is the in-

+terpretation above applicable? 1Is it practicable? Please consider
the matter.

Some comrades argued: What is the objective after all? It is ,

politics or production? If we say production is the objective, what
is politics then? Other comrades said: Politics is the means and
production is the objective, therefore politics serves production.
S5till other comrades said that politics is the objective and produc-
tion is the means.

Generally speaking, politics, the superstructure, serves the
economic base, and at the same time politics is a contracted form of






Under the exploiting system, workers are not only the exploit-
ers' slaves but also the slaves of the means of production. The
enthusiasm of the workers is greatly hampered. Only by carrying out
socialist revolution and realizing the collective ownership of sys-
tem of means of production so that workers become masters of the so-
ciety and of the means of production will their enthusiasm and aware-
ness be brought into full play. This is the universal truth of Marx-
ism-=Leninism.

You comrades all know examples in which sometimes different
yields are reported on the same farmland with the same kind of farm
tools and under the same weather condition. 1In some farmlands a
per mou yield of ginned cotton of 200 catties is reported while
others only register a per mou yield of several score catties. 1Isn't
this because of the man's factor? First the objective conditions
for Taching and Tachai are unfavorable, but they have become out-
standing examples and the targets of emulation throughout the country.

What else can it be if it is not the man's factor which plays

the decisive role. What should we stress the significance of politi=-
cal and ideological work among the people? Because we want to edu-
cate the peasants to carry out farming for promoting revolution, for
building China into a powerful socialist country, and for supporting
the world revolution., We must never confine our views to China only,
but should see the world as a whole. We must educate peasants with
socialist and revolutionary ideas to struggle against the spontaneous
influence of capitalism. This is the important content of our politi-
cal and ideological work which we must carry out among the peasants.

How can we heighten people's enthusiasm? We must do this by
relying on political and ideological work and by concerning ourselves
with the people's livelihood. Which of the two is important? Rais=-
ing peasants' socialist consciousness and their consciousness of
farming for the sake of the revolution are important and should be
given top priority. This means placing politics in the fore.

At the same time, we must also adhere to the principle of "to
each according to his work" and "exchanging labor on equal basis"
(in the socialist stage). This is what Chairman Mao said: Politics
must be given first priority while adhering to the principle of "to
each according to his work."

Here we have differences in principle with revisionists. Khrush-
chev revisionists always talk about material stimulation and about
putting money in command of everything. They never talk about revo-
lution and politics. If they do talk about politice, it is only re-
visionist politics. It can only disintegrate the socialist economy
in the Soviet Union and make it slip back to capitalism.
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If we do things like Comrade Chiao Yu-lu, we place politics in
the fire and put Mao Tse-tung's thinking in command of everything.
If we fail to do so, we possibly put individualism in command of

everything.

A party has the problem as to what should be given prominence.
An individual has the same problem. If proletarian ideas are not
given prominence, the bourgeois ideas will be given prominence. If
a party, a leading organization, and an individual are not guided by
these ideas, they will be guided by those ideas. Do you comrades
understand now?

In Hupeh there are a number of comparatively advanced counties,
districts, people's communes, and production brigades. There are
also a number of comparatively backward counties, districts, people's
communes, and production brigades. Three conditions always exist

.in all things: advanced, middle, and backward. This is inevitable.
But we must work hard to incessantly change them so the advanced will
become more advanced, the middle will catch up with the advanced,

and the backward will improve and catch up with others.

Why is it that some areas are always advancing while the others
lage behind? This question calls for a summing-up of the past ex-
periences and lessons among the comrades. In my opinion, to find an
answer to the question, we have to first ask whether each areas had
made efforts to put struggles in command. Is politics really in com-
mand and is class struggle and the struggle between the two gposite
roads being carried out in the area?

It has been true that capitalist thinking flooded the backward
areas because they lack the revolutionary spirit of self-reliance and
hard struggle and the necessary ambition to alter conditions.

The provincial party committee issued a slogan way back in 1959
which reads: '"Big reform means big production increase. Slight re-
form means slight production increase. No reform means no production
increcase.”" This slogan was correctly oriented. But in the ensuing
course we pursued some reform programs which did not seem to fit the
actual conditions and we made mistakes. Later on in 1960, the pro-
vincial party comnittee again summed up its experiences and lessons
and found it necessary to add one sentence: '"Indiscriminate reform
will reduce production”" to complement the slogan. Facts have proved
that the areas which have correctly realized all the achievements
and mistakes they made in the process of the great leap forward, ac-
cepted their experiences and lessons, raised aloft the red banner of
general line, and followed the four-sentence slogan have rapidly
restored and developed their production over the recent years, while
other areas, where the people have not done so well because they are
afraid to reform and prefer to play safe by avoiding changes and
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problems. County level party secretaries should by no means replace
"production team leaders.'" Our socialist education movement takes
class struggle as its major objective and it srequires us to step up
production and scientific experiments at the same time. From now on,
we must set up more basic points of agricultural production and work
at these basic points. And this is a standing rule.,

I will not go into details on the question of what party com-
mittees should do in carrying out the politico-ideological work. To
sum it all up in a nutshell, I should like to remind you of the five
important points, known as the five "forget nots," laid down by the
CCP Central Committee and Chairman Mao, namely: do not forget class .
struggle; do not forget proletarian dictatorship; do not forget to ‘
rely on the poor and lower-middle class peasants; do not forget the
policies of our party; and do not forget party work.

Only by keeping these five points in mind forever can the party
committees succed in putting politics in command. We shoud exchange
views and review the results of our work in these five specific
fields. If we can do a good job in these five respects, we can also
arouse the initiative of the broad masses of cadres and people and
bring their creativeness into full play and produce good results in
production. If we fail to graph the work related to these five points,
we cannot do well in production, no matter how hard we try to solve
the production problems.

In the past we have not done well in leading agricultural pro-
duction at the basic level. You have reviewed your past experiences
and we are also required to do the same. From now on, we will go
down to the basic level units to see their production results, to
find out which ones have failed, and to ask the backward units why
they have failed in production.

We must conduct investigations with the low-level party branches
and among the poor and lower-middle peasants to see for ourselves to
what extent the class struggle has been carried out in each area, to
verify the political consciousness of the local cadres and party mem-
bers as well as their style of work, and to see if the poor and lower-
middle peasants have any ideological problems or other problems con-
cerning their livelihood.

It is through these approaches that we can find the cause of
their failure in production. We must not limit our discussions to
production problems. We must look at the political and ideological
aspects and find out the reason for their failure by investigating
whether the local leaders have paid enpugh attention to the liveli=-
hood of the masses., It is also necessary to review our policies to
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the same time the political and ideological work, and the three great
revolutionary movements stressing class struggle, instead of putting
them in the opposite positions ana isolating them one from the other.

On the study of Chairman Mao's works: :

The Chinese revolution and socialist construction, and the cur-
rant world revolution, have proved and will continue to prove that
Mao Tse-tung's thinking is the universal truth of contemporary Marx-
ism-Leninism.

Throughout the history of our party, during the periods when
Mao Tse-tung's thinking took command, the revolution gained progress
and marched toward victory; but during the period when Mao Tse-tung's
thinking did not take command, the revolution met with setbacks and
suffered defeats. The history of the past 10 years or so since lib-
eration has also proved this truth,

In every area, every department, and in carrying out every kind
of work, whenever Mao Tse-tung's thinking takes command, work is
successfully completed, otherwise it fails., Without placing Mao
Tse~tung's thinking in command one is bound to go astray.

Placing politics in command means placing the thinking of Mao
Tse-tung in command. We must link together the giving of prominence
to politics, the study of Chairman Mao's works, the socialist edu-
cation movement, and the training of successors to the revolutionary
cause, and regard them as one thing.

What this means is to give prominence to politics and place
politics in command. Without studying Mao Tse-tung's works and
placing Mao Tse-tung's thinking in command, to place politics in
command would mean empty words or to place bourgeois politics in
command.

Mao Tse~tung's thinking is the apex of the development of con-
temporary Marxism-Leninism. It is the highest instruction for carry-
ing out all kinds of work in our country, and is a guide for us to
observe and handle the question concerning world revolution.

How shall we obhserve our domestic problems and world problems?
How shall we analyze the international situation? We must use Mao
Tse~tung's thinking as our ideological weapon to make analysis and
judgment., Otherwise we shall bhe unable to have a correct view,

At present the class relations and class struggle in the world
are undergoing a great upheaval. U.S. imperialism, modern revisionism

17






6]

il
¥

ye

But at long last the revolution will win. This is an unalter-
able law of social development. ' Those who do not have faith in this
truth are neither historic materialists nor Marxist-Leninists.

Comrade Lin Piao has called upon us to study Chairman Mao's
writings and creatively apply the advice from these writings to solve
our problems. He has stressed that we must particularly strive to
"apply" Chairman Mao's works. Comrade Lin Piao's instruction has
shown us how to study and apply Chairman Mao's writings.

Some comrades claim that they do not know how to apply Chairman
Mao's writings or what kind of problem can be referred to his writ-
ings for solution. I myself cannot very well say that I know all
the techniques when it comes to applying Chairman Mao's wr1t1ngs.
But I would not say I know nothing about them.

As to the questions of what, how, and why, I would like to sum
up all the answers according to my own opinion. I would say that the
study and application of Chairman Mao's writings have a twofold mean-
ing, that is to say, we must consult his writings when we have ideo-
logical or work problems with the aim of reforming our thinking and
improvin g our work. When it comes to the guestion of ideological
reform, we are not only required to remold the minds of our fellow
countrymen but our own minds as well. We must remold our thought
in accordance with Mao Tse-~tung's thinking, and there will be no ex-
ceptions. As a Chinese saying goes, "it takes a strong man to forge
iron." We must first be mentally strong by remolding our thinking
before helping others to do so.

If we implant Marxist-Leninist ideology into the minds of the
people while we ourselves favor liberalism in our own actions, we
cannot do well in our ideological work. Erronous ideas exist con-
stantly in our minds. As Chairman Mao has said: As we have to wash
our faces, sweep the floors, and dust our houses everyday, so also
must we remold our thinking for as long as we live.

The imperialists slander our thought removing as '"brainwashing."
So, what is wrong with washing the brains? If filthy ideas exist in
our minds, then we must clean our minds, eradicating nonproletarian
ideas, removing the bad, and making room for the good ideas. This
is also a form of unity of contradiction. Without destruction there
can be no room for new construction.

What should be changed in the course of thought removing? We
must follow Chairman Mao's instruction to turn the capitalist world
view and methodology into the proletarian world view and methodology.

19
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i their work they incline to attend to trivial details. When it comes
e to writing a report, they give a lengthy report of tens of thousands
of words. Moreover, they attach statistical charts. Then there are
the comrades who complain about the unnccessary meetings, documents,
s and reports which they have to attend to.

i We accept this criticism, and we, the provincial party commit-
i tee, want to remedy this situation. So, you must comply with the

A new regulations by not wasting your time to fill our those useless

£ reports. But some cadres, having eliminated all these report forms,
work out a new form of report they call the outlines of investiga-
tion, which is even more complicated than the old statistical charts.
We must adopt effective mecasures to replace these time-consuming re-

i ports.

i In order to prepare yourselves to solve the problems related

to ideological training and working methods, you should study four of
Chairman Mao's philosophical writings, particularly the article "On
Contradiction,”" which explains the use of dialectics and is consider-
ed to be the most comprehensive and systematic writing on the subject.
Anyone who reads the article will grasp the meaning of dialectics.

With regard to the problems arising from erroneous working

. methods, I suggest that you read the following three articles: 'Be
concerned with the livelihood of the masses, pay attention to methods
of work;" "Regarding the questions of methods of leadership;" and
"The methods of work of party committees." We must also study Chair-
man Mao's writings on democratic centralism, which is the basic prin-
ciple of our party. Party committees at province, special district,
and county levels must adopt concrete measures to improve their work-
ing methods hased on the principle of democratic centralism. Cadres
must study Chairman Mao's writings, conduct investigations, and im-

Y prove their leadership.

In short, party cadres, when encountered with problems in their
.work, must consult Chairman Mao's writings. They must acquire pro-
i letarian world views and adopt proletarian working methods to oppose
capitalist world views and capitalist working methods.

While studying Chairman Mao's writings, one must study Chairman
Mao's stand, viewpoints, and working methods, so that he will be able
to change subjective world views while trying to change the objec~
tive world.

What do we mean when we say that we have to study Chairman Mao's
writipgsiin order to find the solution for the problems we have in
mind? I would explain this by giving the following example:
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that we should follow those who hold the truth in their hands. We
should follow the nightsoil scavenger if they hold the truth in their
hands. Has Shih Chuan-~hssiang, a nightsoil scavenger of Peking, be-~
come a worthy model for our emulation? He surely has.

We must humbly learn from the peasants, workers, and soldiers.
I have visited the exhibition on the good work of PLA fighters Liao
Chu-chiang, Feng Fu-sheng, and Huang Tzu-shih in the study of Chair-
man Mao's works and the exhibition has been a great education to me.
The masses of workers, peasants, and soldiers have joined the study
+of Chairman Mao's writings and remolded their thought according to
what they have learned. This is a way of transforming the world.
It is a revolutionary movement to eradicate capitalist thinking and
promote proletarian ideas. Such a movement has been a great impetus
to new China's socialist construction.

Some comrades have said that the poorly educated people would
not be able to read Chairman Mao's writings and therefore, would not
apply his theories. This is not true because they can ask other
persons to read to them and they can ask somebody else to explain to
them when they have difficulty in understanding the words. By so
doing they can also raise the cultural level. As to the question
whether or not they would link their thinking and production with
Chairman Mao's instruction, I would say that depends on how much ef-
tort they have made. How strong is their determination? How high
is their revolutionary fervor? How high is their class sentiment?
Anybody who sets his mind to studying and applying Chairman Mao's
writings can achieve his goal. The only differences lie in the de-
gree of understanding and in the length of time spent for the study.

There is nothing in the final analysis that canunot be learned
and applied. There is always some way to learn and apply it unless
one is lazy and absolutely does not want to learn. I have read a
letter of a high school student. She said: There is always an an-
swer given in Chairman Mao's works regarding ideological problems
in learning. This was said by a high school student. I think it is
the truth.

Armed with Mao Tse-tung's thinking, the Chinese table tennis
team has won the world championship. Is there an article on how to
play table tennis in the selected work of Mao Tse-tung from volume
one to volume four? No, but Comrade Hsu Yin-sheng, armed with
Chairman Mao's works, has written a good article on how to play table
tennis.

Comrade Hsu Yine~sheng is in his 20's. Most of our comrades
here today are over 30 years old. Some are 40 or 50 and will lag
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but shoud carry out mass work and scientific experiments through
labor so as to integrate themselves with the mass of workers and
peasants and share their fate with them.

Those who are on duty at their respective organs must study
Chairman Mao's works. Those who stay at the basic level must also
study his works, study together with the masses and mead them to

study.

We have added two Chinese characters -- democracy -~ to their
original 8 characters so as to have 10 Chinese characters. By demo-
cracy, we mean that in implementing all programs it is necessary to
bring about democracy. We should follow democratic practices first
and then adhere to centralization. '

Those who go to the basic level and stay there to work should
not take command of the masses arrogantly but should consult with
them. They must consult with the masses, including poor and lower-
middle peasants and basic-level cadres, about the feasibility and
order of things that are to be done.

They must really carry out consultations and listen to the opin-
ions of the masses first and then they express their own ideas.

When the masses have different ideas, it is necessary to repeat-
edly consider and adjust as well as study their ideas. Those who go
to the basic level to work cannot impose their own ideas on others.
They cannot take the attitude of being teachers upon their arrival.
The party committees must carry out the system of democratic centrali-
zation. No one is allowed to give orders. The relationship between
the secretary and members of a party committee is on the basis of
equality, not a relationship between an upper level and a lower level.
Regarding the above-mentioned 10 characters "On duty, stay at basic-
level posts, work, study, and democracy", do you think they will
work or not when suggested to various counties to follow?

Some comrades have put forward the question of how to deal
with the contradictions which sometimes exist between the actual con-
ditions and the instructions from the upper levels. The measures
should be: First, the instructions may be temporarily suspends, and,
second, it is necessary to report to the upper levels.

With regard to some trifles, such as time for transplanting seed-
lings and time for accumulating fertilizer, the upper levels should
not be concerned. If their ideas are not in agreement with the ac-
tual conditions of the lower levels, the labor levels may not carry
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to presiding over the conferences of the county committee and grasp-
ing study, he should go to the countryside and stay at the basic-
level posts., He may travel around the country when he has time.

He should not always stay at his office. Do you think all these
,measures will work out well?

"This side cannot rest assured whilé that side is worried."
When the secretary of the CCP county committee himself does not grip
production operations directly, he cannot always rest assured and
let somebody else take care. The comrade who is responsible for pro=-
duction through the system of division of labor worries himself for
being unable to do a good job. In my opinion, the secretary should
rest assured while the comrade responsible for production should not

worry.

So long as you carry out the party's policies and principles
and rely on the masses, yYou will do a good job. Even when there are
some errors, you should not be afraid. Comrades must understand that
100 errors with concrete things do us little harm, but one mistake
with a major administrative policy (such as political-ideological
work of important measures in production) will put us in a passive

position as a whole,

If you do not keep a grip on major administrative policies bhut
do miscellaneous work everyday, including supervision of sowing,
harvesting, and the delivery of crops, you still cannot do a good
job. Furthermore, the handling of every concrete thing does not
link up with major principles. Some concrete things can be handled
this way or that way. Comrades responsible for different work should
be hrave in taking their responsibility. Whenever they handle a
thing erroneously, it will be all right as soon as they correct it.
We have told comrades of virious departments: You should make re-
ports on important things and ask for instructions, bhut you should
be told to handle daily routine. When you make mistakes, the pro-
vincial CCP committee will shoulder the responsibility for you.:

In short, in order to do a good job with the system of a divi-
sion of labor under the collective leadership of the party committees,
it is necessary to carry out Chairman Mao's eight sentences: '"Only
the party committees assume full power; minor authorities are diver-
sified; the party committees make final decisions; different fronts
take the assignments; those who take the assignments also can make
their own decisions, but they must adhere to the principles; work
must be inspected; and the party committees are responsible for
the inspection." Problems will be solved when things are done ac-

cording to the eight sentences.
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"HAT SHUI CURSES THE EMPEROR" AND "THE DISMISSAL OF HAI SHUI"
ARE TWO GREAT POISONOUS WEEDS

{?ollowing is a translation of an article by Kuan Feng
7070 6912) and Lin Chieh (2051 2638, in the Chinese-
language periodicel, Hung-ch'l (Red Flag), reiping, Wo-5,
5 April 1966._7

In 1846 Harx and Engels scorned a moediocre German, an
idealist, in this way: "One day tiwore was a hero who thought that
men drovneg because they were beviildorcd by thoughts concerning
gravity.”
Comrade Wu llan summarized the reasons whici causea nim to
commit mistakes as because he was controlled by itls own ethical
Pheory. Perhaps why hce sank into the mud was also bocause he was
"bewildered by thoughts concerning gravity." But with Comrade Wu
Han, it was not simple idealism. What is important is he played
a tricizt by avoiding political questions, avoiding his fatal point,
shifting his political question into the so called academic realm,
and by diverting peoplet!s attention so that he could sneak out of
the problem. This can not be done.

Social existence determines social consciousness. The roots
of the poisonous weeds must be sought in class strugrle. The tuwo
great poisonous weeds,"Hal Shui Curses tho Emperor" and "The Dismis-
sal of Hai Shui" by Comrade Wu Han, represent those who insist upon
the stand of the capitalist class in attacking the Party and social-
ism and servec the rightist-opportunist. Wu Han is not "bewildered
by thoughts concerning gravity," but "bewildered” by the anti-social-
ism stand of the capitalist class.,

"You are suppressing people with a political nati"- Iriends,
do not lose your temper. The debate here needs to bring out facts,
to reason, and to calmly search for truth. Please recad our analysis
of "iai Shui Curses the Empcror' and "The Dismissal of Hal Shui,"
and see if they are anti-Party, anti=-socialism stuff. Truth brightens
through debate. Truth can not be overcome by argument. If it is
overcome, 1t can not be truth. It is the responsibility of a Commu-
nist to insist upon truth, to protect truth, and to be ready at all
times to correct his own mistakes. All are equal before truth. Wwe






also published an editorlal "The Great Call." "y 'On IHal
Shui! was written after the communique and tho editorials

had appeared.s It was completed on September 1l7= twenty days
after The rPeoplel!s Daily had published its editoriale see

This article was.at that time opposed to rightist=-opportunism,
and opposed to counterfeiting and misrepresenting Hali Shui."
This paragreph deserves special notice.

We approve very much of clarifying why Comrade Wu Han
wants to write ecsays and plays about Hal Shul by "associate-
ing them with thoe time theyv were written." Comrade Wu Han
has associated "On Hal Shui" with the Lu Shan Conference and
has said that his article was anti-rightist-opportunism. Thus
whether you recognize this thesis or not, you must analyze and
examine it in connection with the Lu Shan Conference; since
Comrade Wu has made this association himself, we must there-
fore make our analysis and criticism in the same way. But
first, let us discuss his "listing."

Since the listing was done under the title "Why I Study
Hai Shui," it seems recasonable for the author to talk about
the purpose oif writing each of tihne articles listed even in a
simplified manncr. But for the first essay "Hai Shui Curses
the BEmperor," it was only stated in one sentence: "It was pub=
lished in tho Peoplet!s Daily, June 18, 1959, and was later in-
cluded in The Stories of Hal Shul." INay we ask Comrade Wus
Vias that not you wno at thut time repeatedly stated that a his-
torical essay nwust bc written to make "the ancient serve the
present"? Did you not want people to learn the "virtues" of
Hai Shui? Have you not said that the works of a writer should
be analyzed in connection with the time he wrote"? Your %ail
Shui Curses the Emperor" was published on the eve of the Lu
Shan Conferenco. How did it serve the present? Vaich of to=-
day's classes did it serve? And what "virtues" did you want
people to learn from "Hali Shui"? why should you say nothing
at all about these?

Hoviever, for the second article, "On Hai Shui" published
in the People!s bDally, September 21, 1959, Comrade Wu Han pove
an claborate cxplanation. Spcecial emphasis was placed on the
fact that it was published after the Lu Shan Conlerence, and
that the punlication of this essay was to oppose rightist-oppor-
tunism. For evidence Comrade wWu Han presented a paragraph of
anti-rightist-opportunism lanpguage at tae tail end of "On Hail
Shui." But these words, as pointed out by certain comrades,
viere not correlated vaslcally with the entire context. Tney
were an artifiiclel addition. At that time those rightist~oppor-
tunists were calling themselves Hai shul; and "On Hai Shui" was
doing its best to praise him. Comrade Wu Han made anti-rcvolu-
tionary Hai Shui the "savior of the people," and wanted people
to learn the so called virtues of Hai Shui: his "above-class"
spirit, his "persistence in justice," his opposition to ignorance" -
and his "non-submission." It would only be a fairy tale to speak
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Comrade Wu Han himsolf, the final draft of "The ismissal of
Hai Shui" was made at this time. In writing tinis historical
play then, he must have consciously pursued the purposc of
making it the "best instrunent for educating the people."

(5) In his "Nore Talks on Historical Flays," Comrade
Wu illan said: "The effect of a drama is far greator than a
book;" "tho important meaning and effect of a historical
play is to strilze the virtuo of certain historical personal-
ities, {Please note that Comrade Wu Han thinks that tho ex-
ploited viorking people in history éid not have ethics of
their own. See his "On Ethics" and "liore on Ethics."= Quotor's
note) especially the heroic spirit of our ancestors= modesty,
bravery, and faith unshaken by material condltions or force=-
deep into tho heads of the people to form a consgtituent part
of the socialism-communism ethics." He further stated that a
historical play ought to "meet the practical needs of the pres
ent day." These words were expressed when Comrade Wu Han was
conceited after "The Dismissal of Hai Shul was performned,”" and
they reprosented his oxperience and solf-expression in writing
the play.

(6) In his article "un Historlcal Play" published in Wen
Hsioh Pinz Lun (Literary Critic) No 3, 1961, Comrade \lu Iian
saic that a correct historical play is "the best instrument
for carrying out thec education of historicism and patriotism.”

(7) Comradc Wu lian published his r0pllcs to a correspond-
ent in Hsi Chu Pao (Dramatic Journal), in its combilnod issue
No 9 ana No 1U, 1961. (The replies were made on lay 18). This
article began with an introduction saying "Historian Wu Han has
written a historical play "Theo Dismissal of Hai Shui," which
has stirred up great interest among many peoples eee' In his
replies tc tnc que,t¢onu aslzed by the correspondents, Cunrade
V¥ua Ian lectured frecly about tne concept of M"using the ancient
to serve the present." He said it was "to cause uvhe spectators
to absorb certain oxperiences and teachings, and to take in the
good and to avoid the evil; to reach the purpose of raising the
spirits, and to strengthen the will so as to contribute to the
construction of socialism." He also stated: "The function of
a historical play is social. It is a kind of social education.
Bveryone- old and young, educated and uneducated- all may ro=
coive the education of a historical drama." Thls was also Come
rade wu lHant's self-expression in writing "The Dismissal of Hal
Shui.

(8) Just before Comrade Wu Han undertook the writing of
"The Dismissal of Hai Shui" in the end of 1959, he also clearly
stated that a historical play must "produce the best education-
al results." He admittod also that in the past he had "often
scolded others indirectly." ﬁ

All of the above listed points were said and put in order
by Comrade Wu Han himself,

It was not only Comrade Wu Han himself who spoke in this
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Comrade Wu Han} Did you not say that "The Dismissal
of Hai Shul was written on the foundation of the antie
rigntist-opportunism article "On Hali Shui"? Did you not
say your writing of history, of historical plays, of Ilail
Shui, and of "The Dismissal of Hal Shui" were all for con-
structing socialism, and for cultivating the socialism-
comnunism ethics? How right are those words? If so, why
did you not rise and defend your own viewpoint in an af=-
firmative manner like a hero instead of excusing yourseclf
by pleading momentary "foolishness," and having forgotten
"50 make the ancient serve the present" and merely "being
ancicnt for the sake of being ancient, and play-writing
for the sake of playwriting.'?

We say: This is a deceptive scheme. It was because
tnore was something dirty and unspealable in his mind that
he was fearful. Comrade Shih Han Jen strongly objected to
this view. Tihien wo would like him to bring out lfacts, and
lozic, and give a reasonable explanation for wiat we have
mentioned above. Sucnii an oxplanation, in our view, is impos=
sible.

After all, history cannot be canceled and revised as
Comrade Wu Han wishes. History is emotionless. One who
distorts history purposely will surely be punished one day
by history. 1In a sense, onc'!s personal history is written
- by himsells But this history once written can not be re-
written as one wishes. Of coursec, Comrade wWu Han can not
rcwrite the nhistory he has written for himself. History
will testify to the people au to who is honest, who 1s dis-
honest, who stands on the side of the proletariat, and who
stands on the side of the capitalist class, who is loyal to
the Party, loyal to socialism, and who is anti-Party and anti-
socialism.

Comrade vu Han did not at 2ll forret "to malke tho an-
cient serve the present.” He did not "withhold from politics."
The problcm is that his "politics" is the politics of the cap-
1talist class, and his "present" i1s the capitalist class.
Prior to tihe Lu Shan Conforcnce, Comrade Wu Ian wrote '"Hai
Shuil Curses the umperor." After the Lu Shan Conference, when
our rarty dismissed the rightist-opportunists from thelr of-
Tfices, Comrade Wu Han again rose couragoously and wrote "The
Dismissal of lai Shui." All these represented the baclavard
current for rostoration of the capitalist class and were co=-
ordinated with the anti-rarty, anti-socialism political ace
tivities of the rightist-opportunists. This was the fatal
point in Comrade Wu Han's problems This was why he did not
now mention "Hal Shui Curses the fmperor" at all. And this -
vas the secret why he insisted that "''he Dismissal of Hal Shui
did not have "any practical, political meaning."

We shall i1n the [ollowiny maike a concrete analysis of
"Hai Shui Curses the Emperor" and "The Dismissal of Hai Shui."
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expected within dayse. IHal Shul further excusec the kmperor
by stating that even a sage might err, and that iils minis-
ters had neglected their duty of advising him on wiat was
wronge ‘They thus had committed the grave crime oi' having
dcceived tho laporor and that was where the problem lay.

I'rom the beginning to the cend in the "llemorial for
Public Poace and Order," there was the expression of "loyal-
ty." Hal Shui felt that because he wags given "“great favor
{from the mmperor," he ought therefore to "speak out franily
even thougn he mi;ht offend the Emperor." For even if those
words nay offend the Emporor, they would still be the ex-
pression of loyality. In fact, even Cnu Hou=-tstung was aware
of this point. His feeling from reading thoe "lemorial for
Public Peoace and Order" was very complicatod. At first hc
was "very angry and throw the liemorial to the ground. Then
he picked it up and put it on his desk and as he read it re=-
pcatedly, he was much moved by the Pl Xan=like loyalty of
Hai Shui." 11 Chu Iou~tstung thon secretly told Hsu Chiai:
"What Hal Shui sald is correct. I haven'!t been well Ifor
long and am_much wealier than I was. I can't really function
properly." 12 Chu Hou-tstung knew Hai Shul's loyalty. Ilai
Shui was also keenly aware or tho Imperort!s great iindness.
Later when Hai Shui recalled the incident, he said: "At that
time, I was much {avorcd by the umperort!s understanding of
my loyaltye. He ikncw that although I had spolten beyond my of=
ficial competence, I was very loyal to him in my heart. Thus
he ordecred the Board oif Punishment and the oifficer of the
Royal Guard not to punish me with heavy physical torture, for
he would use mc again later." 13 ihen Hai Shui died, Emperor
Wan Li, Chu I-chun, issued him a post mortem "Chung Chiai
(Loyal and Earnest) to distinguish his loyalty to the Chu
Family.

Hai Shuits loyalty to the Ming Court was further mani-
fested when he heard ol the death of Chu lou-tstung. The
Biography of Hai Shui in the Dynastic lilstory oi Ming record-
ed: "Most oi thne olfficials dld not know at first that the
¥mperor was already dead. ‘hen the superintendent was inform=-
ed of the happening, he thousght Hai Shui would again be recall-
ed to office.s So he entertained Eal shul at a dinner. Hai
Shui thought he was about Lo be executed, and therefore hc ate
and drank rcckleossly. Then the superintendent whispered in
his ocar that the [Eperor had just died and he would soon be
rccalled to an important position. Hal Shuil asited 'Really?!

Ho then wailed with exceszive grief. He threw up all the food
he had eaten and fell and fainted. IHe continued to cry through
the nirsht." Chu Kuo-cheng in his Yung Tuns lssays highly
praised tine "sentiment of a loyal subjoect' of tinis kinde. Chu
remarked, "On! Only now do we know that Hal Shui is rcally
loyal to the Lmperor. The sentiment of a loyal subject ex~
pressed on such occasions is a concrete one. Such sentiment
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of liing, but also he did not use the original text of the
memorial cither. Comrade Wu himself explained that the words
of the "lemoiial Ior Public rcacc and Order" which he wrote

in "i’gi shui Cursos the Emperor" was a translation of tho
Ujemorial' based on the liins Shan Tstang version. put 1f a
careful reador would cotipare nis translation with the original
in jling shan Tstang, he would find them corpletely dilflerent
Irom eachh other. <The wording in comrade yuts article was an
amalgemation taken out of context. Some of thom were complote-
ly misleading in terms of their original meaning. Others

were added for the authorts own purpose. For instance in
Wuts article: "iow do you compare with LEmperor iwen of Han
Dynasty? You dld some good things earlier, but how about

these years? Now you only care for Taoism. « « and appoint
offlcials without discrimination. « " This section is quite
different from the original text in Ming Shan Tstang. 'he
words "You did some good things earlier, but how about these
yoars? . . e.and appoint oificials without discrimination®
were not in the origlnal.

In a section in wutl article, "You must know that Taoist
exercises are not gocd for you," a lot was revised ond cen-
sored. The last sentence of the original in liang Shan Tst!ang
was: ". . o to cloan up tho ersors in the way ol the emperor
of the last several decades, to elovate yourself to the place
of the sage-kings, and also make the ministers clean their
shame ror flattering the emperor auring the last several de-
cades." But Comrade Wwu lian put it in this way: "You should
clean up the mistukes in the way of the emperor during the
last several cdecades and do some ood tHLngs." Unen Com*ade
viu includea "ilai Shui Curses the Bmperor" in The Storiocs of

Hai Shui, nhe further rewrote this section: "You sliculd
resquEoly correct your mistakes of the laust several decades.
and promote the weliare of the people.

A big section of wuis writing sald: "You only care
for Taolst excercises, . « . you are self~righteous and
refuse .criticism. You have too many faults. The major one
of them is Taoist worship, « « « « This scction abusos the
original text the most. The original in ling shan Tstan
was "Your liajestyts main fault is Taoist Vorship. a
was no sense of "you have too many faults." The sentence
'you are self=-righteous and refuse criticism" wes purely
forged. 'The original context in ling Shan Tstang was:

"What the ministers said may have come from vheir seliish-
ness or carelessness. When tney confuse the adunlhistrative
affalrs and cannot come to an accord with Your liajesty'!s
intentlon, thecy say Your kajesty is self-righteous and re-
fuses advice., They then take one or two inappropriate things
Your hajesty has done and trump them up and say that every-
thing Your liajesty has done is like that. They have thus led
Your Majesty into greater errors. These ministers are very
gullty of deceiving Your Majestyd" Comrade Wu Han took only
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Confeorence.

At this moment, Comirrade Viu ants "Ilai Shul Curses the
BEmperor" appeared. (bviously the social offect of tiils piece
was to collaborate with the rightist-opportunist in attacking
the rarty, and to encourage the devils to "cursec to their
heartts content," by saying everywhere there are people syn-
pathizing with" and Ysupporting" them. "Hai Shul Curses the
Emperor" is not any kind of academic work; today, it is hard
to see lts reactionary political character 1f one 1s without
vrejudice and serlously analyzes it from the standpoint of
class struggle.

In traditional opera, when an’important general is
about to appear, the orchestra would introduce him by beat-
ing the drums and gongs loudly to give the majestic lmpres-
sion. "Hai Shui Curses the Emperor" served as an aid to
these drums and gongs in introduclng the "important general
of rightist-oprortunism. Whether Comrade Wwu Han was com=-
pletely conscious of this point at tho time is not important
for a theoretical struggle. tor the law of class struggle
is to force people to come out to speak for thlis class or
that class when the class struggle intensifies. It would
be like "a bono in the throat" wnich has to be thrown out.
It does not change according to onets subjective will.

Immediately following Comrade wu Hants "iai Shui

.Curses the imporor," a Peking Opera appecared in Shanghal of

the same line: "ial Shoi ilemorializes the smppror" (collec-
tively created by sShanghai lnstitute of Peking Opera; Com-
rade Hsu Ssu-yen wrote). Comrade Ting Hsioh-lei made the
best analysis avout this opera. Iie wrote that while the
Socialism revolution was developing in full force, and while
we were attacking the form of class consclousness of' the
landlords and capitalists on a large scale, the represcnta-
tives of the exploiting class--the rightist-oprortunistsy-
"hysterically attacked and cursed the General Line, the
Great Leap .‘orvard and the Peoplets Commune; and frantically
cursed the Communist Party of China." It was in this situa-
tion that "Ilai Shuil lLiemorializes the lmperor" appeared;.

it really "cursod in an opera." The director of "Ilai shui
kemorializes the ifmperor,'" undor the guidance of "[ai 3huil
Curses the lperor," "recklessly called their followers to
speak up, to sacrifice and to struggle relentlessly." "The
appearance ol 'Hal shuil iiecmorializes the imperor! was not

a phenomena which occurred by chance. It reflectod a tide
of social thousht, and reflected the feelins and desires of
the capitalist class. Since the opcra was written at tho
moment when the strength of the rightist~opportunicsts was
quite hign, it also represcnted_pguite cleoarly the spirit of
certalin self-satislied people.™ We think Comrade Wing's
article was well done. Comrades! iriendsl. Would you say
Comrade Tingts analysis and criticism of "Hal shui Memori-
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position in thil. strurcle, but he did not submit, and was
not discouraged. People at that time thourht he had done
good tihiings and they supported him, and praiscd him. oo
(Hai Shuij deserves to have us learn from him."

Comrade wu Ilan developed the plot of the play closcly
around its contral themo-~ dismissal, non=submnission and not
being discouraged.

"Phe Dismissal of lial Shui" wauy written lmmediately
after "lai Shui Curcses the lnperor." As soon as Hal shuil
appeared on tie staze, it was told throush the mouth of
Cheng Yu that Hai Shul "has cursed the Emperor too nuch,

How the Limperor was very ansry, and wanted to punisih him
by deathe! "Hai Shui was thus imprisoned and tortured. lie
was relecased only after the limperor died." Once again, Come
rade Wu Han praised lial Shuit's courage to curse as if there
vas real pleasure to be galned through cursing in a play.
iihile Hai Shui was "cursing'" the imperor, the play
prepared his "dismissal." The last sentence of peasant Cts
praise of Hai Shuits good administration in Shunan touched
upon the central theme: "lie carned the tears or the people
when he was shii'tcd to anotner position." As the plot fur-
ther unfolded, tiwe central theme became clearer. In Act V,
Miothert!s Teaching," the author completely brought the cen=-
tral theme into lipght by sneaking through thoe mouthh of Ilal
Shuits Mother: " Dear daughter-in-lawl Your husband has
becn a food official. Iiis porsistence in justice is well
knovm. e acts as he did even whon he is dismissed and im=
prisoned, Ilonesty, forbearance, and persistence arc his
virtues." In Act VII, "Asiiing for Favor," thc author pur-
posely utilized the occasicn when Hsu Chial aslied a favor
from Hal Shui for his son and made up the story of the so
called "Iacc-to=lface strugsle,” so as to further crystallize
the "heroic" spirit of Hai shuil:

"IIsu Chiai (sang) If you have offended all thoese offi-
cicls, I am afraid you can't hold your ofrice longe.

dal Shuis: Hal Hal My office? I, Iai Shui, am not cven
afraida of death., wnat do I care for my oilice? Grand ‘Tutor
lisul ... Ilali Shuz cant't be an official if he can not live
up to the dignity ol lL.an. As soon as the lmperial order ar-
rives, I will rcturn lhione. ... (sang) Zven il I have lost
my ofiice, 1 have left a food name for generations.”

The central theme '"dismissal' reachod its perfect
crystallization in the last 4ct, "Dismissal.” This was tne
climax of the play, in which Comrade Wu Han threw all of his
ovn crotionc Into Hal Shui. “his last Act expressed a four-
fold idea.

Iirst- It made an apology for "Hai Shui." It said
that the dismissal of "Hai Shui" was due to an intriguec. "Hai
Shui" thus shouted: "It is unfair to dismiss mel"

Second- It gave tine dismissed "Hali Shui" unlimited
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defiance in ucleat.” 16

Those who adnired "The Disnissal or Hail shui” fur-
ther pointed to tihwe last act "Dismissal" as the conccntrated
expression of the contrzl theme of the play. Anong thwelr
vivid accounts werc the following:

"Mho lest act 'Dismissal', is the climax of tho
drama, in which contradictions reachn a point of satura-
tion. Hai Shui firmly ordered thec execution of lisd Yin
and sang ling=-yu. 9hen, while ilsl Chiai and Tai ieng-
hsiang were astonished and unable to do anything, Hal
Shui.lifted his official seal quite calmly and transferred
his oifice. At this moment, the curtain slowly descended
and the drama came to an end. Both image and 1dea in this
scone were obvious. The entire stage was a moving picture
through which the highest virtue of Hai Shui was presentcd
and in which the central theme of the drama was summarized."i7

Another saild:

"whon lini Shui lifted his official seal, his burecau-
cratic carecr was ended, althourn the justice wh:ch he had
insisted upon had won. YThis serious ending of mixed happi-
ness and sorrow held deep meaning, and it gave the audience
room for inmaginaticn. Such a techinique is the rosult of
tie playwright's deep introspection and cultivation." 18

The centr:l theme of "The Dismissal of Hal Shui” is
dismissal. Yhere is evidence too strong for Comrade Wu ilan
to deny.

Comrade Wu ian would oven invent history for the
sake of his central theme.

Comrade wu IHan had declared thot a play ' v;thouv
fact ual basis" could not be called "an historical pla/ <19
But in "The Dismissal of tlai Shui", for the noeds oi the
central theme, Comrade wu lan completely forgot his own
"theory".

Hai Shui never cxocuteda the son of Hsll Chiai in
history. Those xno de;endeq Gomr de wu lion argued that
this was ortistic "supvwosition'. Actually, these peonle
did not understana vzt artistic supposition is at all.
Artistic supposjtion canmnot contradict historical facts.
For exarlplc, ilal »>huil could never haw legally eoxecuted

IIsl Chiai's son, as the principal function of the feudal
legal 1nuL1tutions was the rerinement of the class system
in society and the protection oi tiie special political
rights of the landlord cluss. it openly declarea that
important bureaucrats and noblility were awove the common
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In a word, Comrade wu Han wos ready to use
every possible means to project the central theme
of "did not submit and was not discouraged" aitor
dismissal,

The whole thing 1s a little bit strange. ‘hon
Comrade #iu lian wos writing "The Dismiissal of Hai
Shui" he was re ad/ to ndopt any means to project the
central theme of "did not submit and was not dis-
couraged”" and the central thome was clear cut and
well-prcoented. In November 1900, when the final
draft was completed, he went to s ecial trouble to
announce that the central theme of the play was
dismissal, But in August 1961 in his preface to
the play Comrade Viu Han again discussed the central
theme of the play. But this time he said that the
central theme of "The Dismissal of Hai Shui' was
primarily returning the land. Finally, 1t was
changed so that the central theme was removing
the tyrant, and returning the land was reduced to
a secondary position. Ilie then went on to disaiss
at great length why he had written about the
dismissal of Iail Shui.

iije would li:e to ask Comrade wu Han:

1) Did you not make it very cloar in 1960
tiiat the central theme of "The Dismissal of Hai
Shui" wzs to praise the spirit of non-submission
and not being discouragod? Why did you say in
August 190l that the central theme was removing
the tyrant?

2) If the coentral theme was removing the
tyrant, why did you go to ﬁreat lengths to talk about

he reasons you wrote the "dismissal"?

Comrade wu ilan was making 2 puzzle, but the
more he tried to cover his true intention, the more
it was exposed.

wWe lmow that when a writer produces a book,
he always tries to express a central idea through the
plot of the story and the artistic forme Tho central
idea is thus the theme and what the writer wants to
praise and what he wants to oppose through the work.
Under normal circumstances, the writer always tries his
best to nrecsent the central theme of his book 1in
a clear cut forme DBut under a proletarian dictator=-
ship, the author of an anti-socialist book must on
the one hand try to make his rcader understand the
theme and on the other hand, try to cover it up.

- 47 -






Afteor thne Lu Shaon Conference, after our Party
donosed tie rigutist-opportunists, some of tliem weore
not ready to submit. During the period when wo had
economic problems, there wore citill people trying to
redress their grievances. It was exactly under such
circumstances that Comrade ¥Wu Hon, who wrote "Hai
Shui Curses the ismperor" in order to beat gongs for
the rigntist opportunists who are attacking our
rarty, wrote "The Dismissal of Hai Shui". In short,
"The Disrssal of Hal shui" was shoutinn prailses of
the doposed rightist-opportunists.

He was praising the rightist-opportunists,
encouraging them not be be discouraged b{ their dis-
rissal, but to "start the struggle again'.

He was advocating that those rightist-oppor-
tunists who had lost tiicir positions usurp political
lecadershi» and restore capitalism.

To summarice, tine Hai Shui in Corr ade Wu lHan's
m:nd was not tho lilstorical IHai Shui. Ile was no
resurrection of a corpse, but a stubborn, present-
day righiist-opportunist.

It was in this oy that Comrade Wu Han's
"The Dismissal of Hai Shui" served the living.

Certainly Comrade Wu Han was on t'irm political
ground of class position. But his stand was the
stand of the capitalist class.

IV. The Truth About "On Hai Shui”

dumnn anatomy is tho ey to monkey anavomy.
Iavin~ analyzed Comiade wu lian's "Hai Shui Curses
the Zmperor' and 'The vismissal of Ilal Shui", we
should more easlly be able to understand his
"On Iiax Shui'. '

"On liai Shui' i;as published in reople!'s
Daily on 21 September 1959, According to its author
it wios written on Septomber 17. The Lu Shan Coni'ercnce
had then just concluded. "Self-appointed Hai Shuis"
=-=the rigntist-opportunists---who thought at first
tizat they could .in thoeir battlos in the conf'erence
had been delfeatecds Comrade wu Han, wio nad written
"iiai shui Curscs tne imperor" to help the rightist-
ouviiortunists, now tossed forth "on lai Shui".

Comrade wu Han toolt out the last few sentencos
from the ena of "On Hai Shui' and then saic that the
purpose of the article was to oppose the rightist-
oprortunists. e say that these sentences wore only
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was a teim wiich could attrnet attention. Comrado

iu ian took thwe class content out of lai sShuits opmosgi=-
tion to hkypocrisy and mncde it something above claas.
Comrade wu Lian ving able to release some of his gricvances
as violl as to serve the 4‘1ghtist--omo‘tun1.;tu by
advoecating the idea of "above-class anti-lypocrisy"
vithout mentioning the premise oi' the great political
struggle between soclalism and capitalisme “hls point
is very clear if wo examine Comr de iu's Hal dhui
Curses the Lmperor”, his "'he Dismissal of Hai sShuil
and the text "On Hail Shui" together.

i) It began to advocate the "iai Shul spirit"

ol non-uubmlssxon and not being discouragaland began

to sing paeans of praise to then (although not in as
obvious and unadulteratoed a form as in "ihe Dismissal
of Hai Shui"). ior instance, Comrade Wu said: "Attacks
from fore and bcnlnd" "had forecd Ilai Shui out of his
governorts office"; "lial Shui was dismissed. He did
not catch the tniof but he did lo»e his wosition.lhis
was beyond what he had expected,"” Hai Shui also dcid:
"In such = world, nﬂt can one do?" He waos said to have
hated the world but "he was 2 real hero who was not
discouraged by age or difficulties.”" IHe was "attacked,
pusiiod, insulted, dismissed, and even throwmn in irlﬂon,
but "he was still praised by a number of people.’ "sSome

ouuh admlred him, and thousht him a grest man of the
'le.e o

In his urtlcle, Comrade Wu Ilian concealed lal
buu*’" lOJ&lu" toward “13 own class, toward his empcror.,
The s irit of "iai Shui", which the article souﬂht to
deomonstrato w=gs his above-class "good deeds” “upoakxng
for the people”; opposition to hypocrisy; and the heroic
solrit of non-uubmloswon and not beins discouraged-after
he was dismissed-=--all of which earned the “dmlratlon
of tihe people. Comrade Wu Han brougnt out these "virtues
and asked us to learn from them., He said: We need to
learn to promote these viptues,” and "only in a socialist
gocsety can these virtues bo fully developed." Let us
ask wvhat it was that Comrade V/u Han wanted when he
sregarded the premise of rmreat right and great wrong
alter the Lu Shan Conference and when our Party had
alroady defeatcd the rightist-opportunists! atternpt to
restore capitalism and had deposed them? What did he
want when he aslied us to learn and promote the so-called
above-class spirit of Hai Shuil? - There could only be
one explanation: namely, to appeal to the people for
the ousted rightist=opportunists, to ask the people
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lir. Chou Y#l-ting, a friend of Comrado Vu Illan, alco
saw this vointe Ie remarkzed: "I know wu lane H
is very forverd. Ilis writings are just like himself,
quite candid. when he has made a niistalte, lie admits
it onenly. But this article is somevhat odd: how could
he come to associate anti-rightlists with Hal Shui?
Where is his political scnsitivity? #u Han is a mood
man. But his political sensitivity is questionable."23
Yhis porasgraph desorves our ctrictest attention.
Readoers who arc not familiar with the situation may not
understand what kr. Chou meant. lir. Chou was saying:
"uu Han was lacking in political alertness, and he
should not at all talk about the political questions,
suclhh as rightist opportunisme. He should just pretend
to be a fool ond treat the question as academic. When
he talked aboubt political guestions, he only exposed his
vulnerability." '“This was why lre Chou & ghed: “here is
his political sonsitivity?"

Actually, Chou only knew half the story. Of
course whon Comrade wu Han stated that "On Illai Shui
was anti-richtist, he had let his secret out of the
bage But when lir, Chou pointed it out once nore, it
only meant that tne secret was further exposeds As an
old friend’ Iire Chou further proved that Comrade Wu
Han was a "good man”, a man of pwrind ple. Would this
not mean that Comrade wu Han is a "Hai Shui" type person
(of course he is today'!s "Hai Shui')?

V. "Hai Shui Curses the Emperor®
and "The Dismissal of Hal Shui' are Representative
of tihie Tide of Anti-Party Anti-socialism Thought

Comrade lao Tsce-tung sald that in the transitional
period, "tho class struggle between the proletarian class
and thic capitalist class, amony different political
forces, and strugsle betwoen the forms of class consclous-
ness of tie proletariat and tihe capitalist are still oi' a
long-lasting, complicated and sometimes even violent na-
ture. The proletariat class wants to reform the world ac-
cording to its ovm world view, and the capitalist class
also wagfu to reiform the world accorcing to its own world
view.," <}

Corirade Wu Han wants to reform the world according
to the world view ol the capitalist cluss. Our strugzsle
witn him is both a strusgle between forms of class con-
sclousness ana a political strugcle between classes. This
point could be easlily recognized il we recall the situa-
tion of thic class struggle at the time.
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Tho 8th Plenary lieetins oi the 8th Central Committes
of the CPC was openoed at ti:e Lu Shan, aiannmsi, in Ausust,
1959. It resolutely counterattacked the rimntist-cpporiun=-
ists. The Plenary lleeting pointed out: "Imperialists and
thoir running dogs have carried on wicked insults and at-
tacks against our national construction of socialism- the
General Line, the Great Leean sorward, and the pcoplels come=
mune riovement= from its incoption. But they have failed
shameiully." "Undoubtedly imperialists and our domestic
anbtaronists will continue to distract us from our sociallst
construction. Bul their hostility can only stirnulate and
heighten thc revolutionary zoal of our people. It can only
further solidarity ol the entire Party and all the people
of all races in the nation. Our people will persist and
move steadily and specdily under the glorious banner of the
General Line toward accomplisning tune great national tasl
of building socialisme" ‘%he Plenary keeting also especially
pointed out that the rightist-opportunists "who have calum-
niated the Greatv Leap Forward and the reople'!s Commune Move-
nent of several hundred mlillioun vworiiing pconle as tthe fe=-
verlish movemont of the peliy bourgeoisie classt! are entirely
vrons." "The slenary Meeting requests Party Committees at
all levecls to resolutely criticize ~nd overcome this erro-
neous thinizing of risntist-opportunism among certain cadres,
to insist upon the mrinciple of politiecs first, and fully
mooilize the macses, to booat their spirit and try to accom-
plish~- or even over-accomplish- thils yeart's lcap forvard
plan." Pinally the Plenary iMeetlns called upon all rarty
members and tiie people of all races to unite and move [lor=
ward by the lisht oi the General Line, and under the loader=
ship of the Centiral Committec oi' the Party, hcadecd by Com-
rade Mao ‘I'se=-tung."

After tihiec Uth rlenary Moctling, many of our national
and Party leadors published articles, and a serles oi cdi-
torials was published in the Pcoplel!s Daily and Red Flacn.
Those articles and editorials resolutcly protecctcd the Gon-
eral Linec, the Great Leap Forward, and the People's Communes
They publicly pointcec ocut tiwe plot of rigntist-opportunists:
attacks as fallacious.,

Alter the rlenary Mceting, at the request ol ihe
nasscs, tne Party ousted the rigntist=opportunists from
their ofiices. 1ilo doubt this was a severoe blov to foreign
and domestic class cuenses. The obstlinate members ol the
landlord=-capitalist class, nowever, were oxtremely s mpa-
thetic to thesc ousted rigntist-opportunists. They exnres=
sed the:r deep fecling ior uvhem, called them their saviors,
and hoped thnat their positions would be reslored. Even
taough these rightist-opportunists had retreated in despair,
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wihich profossec to overtnrow anyone who criticized the
imporial nobility and the limitations (as dctormined by
gocial existence) of historical perscnalitiecs and at-
templed to destroy the system of feucdal court historiop-
rashye. The second was hic opposition to "un-hictorieium,”
which included tihiose iho criticize the imperial nobility
and those who recosnize the great historical function of
the wars of peasant revolution. The third was opposition
to "dosmatism® vihich deonounced the stress of Marxzxisme
Leninism and the idea of liao Tse=tung as the gulde to his=-
torical studies. In the realm of etnics, Comrade Wu Lan
promoted the ethics oi' the capitalist class, and declarcd
thaem to be the only source of ebhhics for the proletariatb;
for otherwise, according to him, 1f the proletariat class
refused to accept the ethics of the landlord-capitalist
.¢class, ther could not "croate them {rorm nothing." In '
fact, Comrade Wu Han's ticory was a "reaction" to our
rartyt!s socialist revolution in the realms oi historical
science anc¢ ethical concepls since 1958, It wac an effort
to provide at the time restorative activities oi thie land=-
lord capitalist class with a theoretical weapon and sup-
porting public opinion,

Could this be a mere coincidence? No. This was an
expression and a constituent part ol the strugsle betvieen
socialism and capitalism, between the capitalist class and
tho proletariat class, and between the way of socialism
and the way of capitalisme What has been discussed above
about Coemrade wu ilan avpeared in fact as the representative
ofa anti ~i'arty, anti-socinlist stand ol the capitalist class,
and ol che tice of the latterts anti-Party, anti-socialist
thought.,

Comrado Wu Han's "Hal Shui Curses the Emperor" anc
"ihe Disiissal of lai Shui'" reflected the demands of tho
landlord=capitalist class and the inner sentiment of the
rightist-opportunicts. urthermore, it was not an isolated
pienoncna in the wvorld oi' thouZiite hen Comrade Wu Han pub-
lished "Hai Shui Curses the bmperor" on tiie eve of tie Lu
Shan Conf'ercnce, an immedcicte response was the procduction
of "Hai shuil Memorializes the Lmperor." This was based on
tue spirit and theme of "Hai Siwl Curses tho imperor.'" Nany
entiwsiastic supporters emerpged as soon as "Hai Shui liemori-
the mmporor" was porformed. Could one not say that thils was
the tide of tic anti-karty, unti-socialist thought ol the
capitalis®t class in tuae wiorld of thousht which appzared wien
tho landlord=-capltalist class and the rightiste-opportunists
within the Party attaciied the Party and socialism? I1f it
was not, then was there a strugsle between two ways of thinke

OHtD

ing within the vorlda of thought? Where should we go to find

- 57 -






attacks upon Comrade Yao Vicn-yuan and others wio criti-
zed him. All thilis proves that Comrade wu Iian was con-
sclously and purposely anvi-FParty and anti=socialismu.

* ¥ 3

Comruado yyu Han and other comrades wio have de=
fended him say: Vhat do you tninik ol our analysis? 1Is
it ragat or wrong? If you can bring up your reasons
and overcoue us 11 debate, we sghall submit. But 1 you
romain silent, it would be disadvantageous to you, for
public opinion will conclude that you have no reasons to
present on your side and you tacitly submite

A true revolutionary fears nothing. whe revolu-
tionary peoplc can neither be scared nor cneated by any
kind of deval, nor can they be cneated by an elegantly
dressea magistrate, a beautlfiod Hsieh Yao-huan, os the
hideous=lociklng giost of Li Hui-nianse oo

In history, thesc have often been hideous "heroes®
wvho have blindly tried to stop the flood ot a revolution,
Yo disturv its flow, or change 1ts direction. But they
have caused no morc than a few drops of suri’, for the
roaring waves of revolution have always swallowed tiiem
up with no exception.

Thouscnds oi tihunderclaps have broken the sky;
the tireless BEast wind has swept the sky. The brignt sun
moves in as tlie rain and clouds are over, and a new page
in the hictory ol the peoplc is opecned.
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