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LETTER OF REPLY DATED 22 MARCH 1966 OF CENTBAL COMMI'I.'I‘EE
‘ , OF CCP TO CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF CPSU

[ ollowing is a translation of the text of a
- letter in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-
ch'} (Red Flag), No 4, Peiping, 24 March 1966, pp 1-2./

s

Dear comrades: The CCP has received the letter of the CPSU
Central Committee dated 24 February 1966, inviting us to send a
delegation to attend your 23d congress as guests. ‘

In normal circumstances, it would be considered an indi-
cation of friendship for one party to invite another fraternal
party to send a delegation to its congress. But arocund the L
time you sent this invitation, you distributed an anti-Chinese
document in the Soviet Union both inside and outside the party .
and organized a whole series of anti-Chinese reports from top
to bottom, right down to the basic units, whipping up hysteria
against China. Moreover, you sent an anti-Chinese letter to
other parties, instigating them to join you in opposing China.
You wantonly vilified the CCP as being "bellicose' and "pseudo=
revolutionary," as "refusing to oppose imperialism" and "encour-
aging U. S. imperialist aggression,"” and as being guilty of
"adventurism," "Ysplittism," "Trotskyism," "nationalism," 'great
pover chauvinism,"” "dogmatism," and so on and so forth.

You have also been spreading rumors alleging that China
"is obgtructing aid to Vietnam" and that "China has been encroach-
ing on .Soviet territory."™ You have gone so far as to state that
"China :1s not a soclalist country." These anti-Chinese activit-
ies all go to show that your present invitation is merely a A
gesture and is sent with ulterior motives. In these circum-
stances, how can the CCP, which you look upon as an enemy, be
expected to attend your ocongress?






Soviet people and the revolutionary people of the world. You
have all along been acting in coordiration with the United States
in its plot for peace talks, vainly attempting to sell out the
struggle of the Vietnamese people against U.S. aggression and

for national salvation and to drag the Vietnam question into the
orbit of Soviet-U.S. collaboration.’

You have worked hand in glove with the United States in
a whole series of dirty deals inside and outside the Unidd Nations.
In close coordination with the counterrevolutionary "global
strategy" of U.S. imperialism, you are now actively trying to
build a ring of encirclement around socialist China. Not only
have you excluded yourselves from the international united
front of all the peoples against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys,
you have even alined yourselves with U.S. imperialism, the main
enemy of the people of the world, and the reactionaries of all
countries in a vain attempt to establish a holy alliance against
China, against the people, against the national liberation move=-
ment, and against the Marxist-Leninists.

Disregarding the opposition of many fraternal parties, you
convened the divisive Moscow meeting of March 1965. This was an
extremely grave step to bring about an open split in the inter-
national communist movement. We demanded that you openly admit
that the convening of the devisive Moscow meeting was wrong and
1llegal. Up to now you have not done so.

We would like to inform you explicitly that since you have
gone so far, the CCP, as a serious Marxist-Leninist party, can-
not send its delegation to attend this congress of yours.

We are confident that in all parts of the world including
the Soviet Union, the masses of the people, who constitute over
90 percent of the population are for revolution and against
imperialism and its lackeys. In the ranks of the international
communist movement including the CPSU, over 90 percent of the
comnmunists ami cadres will eventually march along the path of
Marxism-Leninism. The revolutionary people of the world, the
great intermational communist movement, the great socialist camp,
anl the great peoples of China and the Soviet Union will even-
tually sweep away all obstacles and unite on the basis of Marxism-
Leninism and proletarian internationalism. The Soviet people
may rest assured that once the Soviet Union meets with imperia-
list aggression and puts up resolute resistance, China will
definitely stand side by side with the Soviet Union and fight
against the common enemy.

With fraternal greetings, the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China.

Cs0: 3530-D






LETTER OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF CPSU DATED 24 FEBRUARY 1966
TO CENTRAL COMMITTIEE OF CCP

/Following 1s a translation of the text of a letter
in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i (Red
Flag), No 4, Peiping, 24 March 1966. p. 3./

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Chim
Comrade Mao Tse=tung

Dear comrades: The forthcoming 23d congress of the CPSU
will be convened on 29 March 1966.

The agenda of the congress has been planned as follows:

1. The report of the Central Committee ofthe CPSU -- by
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, first secretary of the Central Committee
of the CPSU,

2. The report of the Central Audit Commission of the

CPSU == by Comrade N. A. Mucayeva, chairman of the Audit Commis-
sion,

3. The directives of the 23d congress of the CPSU on the
five-year plan for the development of the mational economy of
the USSR from 1966 to 1970 -- by Comrade A. N. Kosygin, chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the USSR.

4. The election of the central organs of the party.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union invites a delegation of the Communist Party of China to
attend the 23d congress of the CPSU as guests.

With communist greetings, L. I. Brezhnev, the Central
Coomittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.

Cs0: 3530-D 24k Pebruary 1966
Moscow
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GREAT REVELATIONS OF THE PARIS COMMUNE

-- In Commemoration of the 95th Anniversary of the Great Uprising of the
Paris Commune --

[Following is a translation of an article by ChendChih-ssu
(6774 0037 1895) in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i
(Red Flag), Peiping, No 4, 24 March 1966, pp. 4-18.]

The most fundamental principle of the Paris Commune is the use
of revolutionery violence to seize power, smash the state mechine of the
bourgeoisie, and practice dictatorship of the oroleteriat., To upholcd
or to betray this principle has always been the fundamental issue
dividing the Merxist-Leninists from the opportunists and revisionists,

The principle of the Paris Commune, advanced by Marx and Engels
on the basis of the experience end lessons of the commune, is the
basic theory of proletarian revolution, Bernstein, Kautskiy, and other
revisionists of thelr day betrayed this principle and degenerated into
lackeys of imperialism and the bourgeolsie. Lenin carried on an
irreconcilable struggle ageinst the old-time revisionists, defended the
principle of the commune, and led the Russian people to the great
victory of the October revolution. The path of the October revolution
Is the continuation and dewelopment of the path of revolution of the
Paris commune., Holding aloft the banner of Leninism, Stalin opposed
ell shades of enemies of Leninism and thus bpheld the principle of
the Paris Commune and safeguarded the geins of the October revolution,

After the deeth of Stalin, the Khrushchev revisionists' clique
usurped the !eadership of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union.
Following the 20th, 2Ith, and 22nd Congresses of the CPSU, they
thoroughly betraeyed the principle of the commune and the path of the
October revolution, and adopted & whole set of dyed-in-the-wool revis-
fonist lines, which oppose proletarian revolution and the dictatorship
of the proletariat. As a consequence, the Soviet Union has emberked
on the path of resotring cepitalism and the leadership of the CPSU has
become the international center of modern revisionism,

This is an extremely important experience of a negative charac-
ter in the history of the dictatorship of the proletarlat after the
Paris Commune. It tells us thet it is out of the question for the
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leaders of any proletarian party to lead a revolution, if it turns its
beck on the principles of the commune when it has not seized power,
What is more, such leaders*will become renegades and stool pigeons.
If such leaders:-discard the principles of the commune after they have
essumed power, It will lose the people's revolution and its fruits,
And these leaders will |ikewise become out-and-out renegades and stool
pigeons and flunkeys and accomplices of the imperialists,
_ Why are the revisionist leadership of the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union and its followers so rabid in opposing China? The funda=
mental reason is that the great Chinese revolution, victorious under
the guidence of Meo Tse-tung's thought, has Inherited and further
developed the experience of the Paris Commune and the experience of the
October revolution. The Chinese Communist Party is today the great
standard-bearer of Marxism-Leninism 'and is struggling resolutely agesinst
all renegades who have turned their backs on the principles of the
commune., Thus, it has incurred the hatred and opoosition of all these
fresks and monsters. This Is not strange, and we are proud of it,

Today, it is of vitael and practical significance fo the carrying
of the strugqle against Khrushchev revisionism through to the end and
for the aévence of the world revolutimary movement to renew the
experience and laessons of the Paris commune,

This is the 95th anniversary of the heroic uprising of the Paris
Commune .,

In those 95 years world-shaking changes have taken place in the
world., The happening of the Paris Commune, drowned in a sea of blood
by Fan-erh-szi-fai-t'u, achieved victory 46 years iater in the great
October Revolution under the leadership of Lenin, The victory of the
Chinese revolution was also a victory for the principle of the Peris
Commune and the path of the October Revolution,

The Paris Commune was an epoch-msking great revolution; it was
the rehearsal of the proletariat in its attempt to use weapons to over-
throw the dictetorship of the bourgeoisie and to establish the dictator-
ship of the proleteriat, an attempt to overthrow the caoitalist system
end to establish the socialist system. The heroes of the Paris Commune
exchanged their fresh blood and left us precious experience and lessons.

At present, when the Khrushchev revisionist are paying lip
service to the Peris Commune and betraying its principles in action,
it is of all the more significance to develop the revolutionary tradi-
tions of the commune and to absorb its experience and lessons.,

It Is Only by Teking up Weapons that the Proletariat Will Achieve the
Right of Self-Liberation; the First Article of Faith for Proletarians
Not Willing to Be Slaves is to Hold Firmly the Weapons in their Hands.

In the I9th century France was the foremost country in the
European Ravolutionary movemeént. It was the center of the bourgeois
revolution and the center of the proletarian revolution, Between 1789
and 1871 French workers took up arms many times, and also put down
"their weapons or had their arms taken away many times, Struggle,
defeat, struggle again, defeat again -- this went on for over 80 years,
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revolutionary arms of the proietariat and set pp a preliminary revolu=
tionary dictatorship of the proletariat. Marx said: "The new feature

of this revolution is atso that they have formed a commune, and thus
they have taken in their own hands the real right of leadership of this
revolution, At the seme time, they have found a method for maintaining.
this authority in the hands of the people at the time of revolutionary :
victory, which is to use their own government machinery to replace the
state mechinery and government machinery of the ruling class."” (3)

Sixth, as the uprising was about to fail, they still couraceousiy
battled, preferring to die gloriously with weapons in their hands rather
then throw down their arms and accept humiliation. This expressed
the great intrepid spirit of the proletariat which would prefer death to
submission,

Chairman Mao has said: "For thousands of years the working people
have been deceived and frlghfened by the reactionary ruling classes,
and It has not been easy for them to realize the importance of taking
weapons in their own hands." (i) The heroes of the Psris Commune smashed
the fraud and terror of the reactionary ruling class, resolutely took up
erms, end proceeded to destroy the state machinery of the bourgeoisie.,
This was a huge advance in the cause of the liberation of the proleteriat,
2 new chapter worthy of special and great comment.

The exploiting classes have constantly maintained that they te ve
the right to use all sorts of weapons to oppress the exploited, while
eny weapons in the hands of the exploited would be & crime. As for taking
up arms to rebel, that was all the more a world-shsking crime. In order
to accomodate this reactionary viewpotnt, the revisionists have always
propagated to the proletariat, "never take up arms" -- this slave phil=
ospphy. And they have altered a section of the history of the proletar-
ian revolution to make it the history of "peaceful transition.”™ The
uorising of the Paris Commune is not exception. When Keutsky discussed
the Paris Commune, he loudly proclaimed that the election on March 28th,
always stating that the commune was a product of a "balloting by all the
people,” "pure democracy." When the Khrushchev revisionists discuss the
Paris Commune, they eagerly pointed out that only a few people were killed
on March I8th, thus hoping to demonstrate that the commune was & "blood-
less selzure of power."

Every person with a Iittle bit of Merxist-Leninist common sense
knows that in every revolutionary movement there is a certain course
of davelopment. To understand the revolution, one must survey the
entirety, not simply extract this or that event from out of the middle,
thus characterizing the whole with the part or substituting the specific
for the general, The course of dew lopment of the Paris Commune, the
cycle from the eve of the uprising to the btéddletting, is filled with
the |ife-add-death struggle between revolution and counter-revolution,
The great amount of blood shed by the heroes of the commune during the
armed uprising and during the efforts to preserve the fruits of the vice
tory cannot be concealed by the lies of the revisionists.,







"have taken on the responsibility for the arming of the districts, for
the provision of supplies, for social wel fare and such work;" this "is

a breeding geound for revolution activism," (7) - Ta-liu-po-chueh said:
"They are applying pressure on the district chief to influence his decis~
ions, and this includes replacing his authority, Issuing prociamations,
and inspecting deellings. They regulerly use the pretext of guarding
sgainst spies to make arrests and searches." (8)

At that time, under the supervision of the national sel f~defense
military workers' battalion and the revolutionary masses, "the police
headquarters had been completely stripped of its power, and the chief of
police simply sat there fearing that he would be dragged away by the
people.” (9) T'e-lo-hsu-ai-han, head of the national defense government,
saids "The streets and districts of the city have fallen into the hands
of the masses; the courts are without function, and all the organs for
maintaining public order, customs, health and sanitation have broken down,"
(10) In a few months' time the reactionary authorities had ehanged the
police chiefs several times, hoping to restore police rule, but these
efforts met with defeat,

It is very clear that from the collapse of the Second Empire to
the Paris Commune uprising, two governments actually existed in Paris,
This is similar to the situation which existed In Russia after the
revolution in February 1917 in which two governments apoeared in Peters-
burg. :

J In the face of the bourgeois state machinery, the Parisian prole~
tariat established & military organization of the proletariet in direct
opposition, and this served an important purpose in smashing the bourge-
ois state machinery. On I8 March 1871 when T!'i-yeh-erh provokeda civil
war, the proletariat reiied on its own armed strength to defeat his
counter-revolutionary asssult, to smash the state machinery of the
bourgeoisie.

Based on its own class capabilities and government experience,
the revolters of the Paris Commune understood that the standing army
and the bureaucracy were important organs on the bourgeois state machin-
ery. After the uprising had succeeded, they immediately dismantled
these orgens., The first decree of the commune was the "decree to
destroy the standing army and to replace it by the national sel f-defense
army," The decree stipuleted: "Apart from the national self-defense
army, no other armed forces may be established or brought into Paris;"
"all citizens elegible for military duty will be taken into the national
sel f-defense army,” (I1) The commune dissolved the bourgeois battalion
of the national self-defsnse army,

At the same time, in the "proclemetion stating that all decrees
sand directives of the Fan-erh-sai government were wvoid," the commune
stipuleted: "The commune Is now the sole qovernment, ... from now on
all employees of any social organ must acknowiedge that decrees or
communicetions issued by the Fan-erh-sal government or its supporters
are null and void, that they have no force of law. «.s Any official or
employee who does not submit to this decree will be immediately removed
of his position." (12) The commune dlssovied the positions of the
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for any locel or narrow nationalistic interests, but rather for all of
leboring mankind, it was struggling to liberate all men who had been
harmed and humiliated." (16) "The summing up of the commune's electing
of the committee™ proclaimed: "The banner of the Paris commune is the
benner of world republics." (17)

Fifth, the commune was a revolutionary regime which had as its
goal the efimination of exploitation. "The commune wanted to eradicate
the class system of ownership which transformed the labor of the majority
Into the wealth of the minority. It wanted to dispossess the disposses-
sors, |t wanted to teke the means of production, the land, and capital
which were tools to enslave and exploit the laboring people and turn them
into tools of collective labor," (18)

These fdatures of the Paris Commune show thet it was & pnoduct
opposed to all exploiting class regimes; it was not an instrument by
which the minority of exploiters ruled the messes of working people, but
it was rather a tool by which the exploited seized their own destiny
and strove for their own self-liberation, Consequently, the reaction-
aries viewed it as & "fierce monster." Lu-i Le-lang,zwho pretended to
be a socialist, ealso attacked the commune, seying that "it was chosen
by very few people, that most of its members were nobodies, and that it
was suspect as far as their ability went, and in some cases, as far as
their character wes congerned." (19) He beautified the national assembly
of Fan-erh-sai and attacked the commune for the crime of launching the
civil war. He said: "Ah, civil war! A frightful strugglel The cannon
are roaringl There is death end destruction, and those persons in
the national assembly who are willing to sacrifice their lives and who
also wart to solve this blood-letting problem peacefully have been forced
into inaction, into not being able to respond, into not being able to
speak outi'" (20) The shameless lies of this traitor vividiy portray
the evil countenance of one who opposed the proletarian revolution and
the dictatorship of the proletariat, )

The Marxist-Leninist classical writers have resolutely repudiated
the reactionaries' slander of the Paris Commune. They. point out that
because the commune had no leadership by a Marxist-Leninist party, because
It was not led by Marxist principles, it was an incomplete, immature
dictetorship of the proletariat, But as reyards the realization of
proletarian rule, it made a contribution of world-wide significance.
Marx saidt "The true secret of the commune lies ih: In essence it was
a government of the working people, the result of the class struggle
between the pboducers and t he possessors; it was a political form,
finelly discovered, that could use labor to achieve its own |iberation
economically,." (21) The Marxist-Leninist classical writers also point
out that the commune, this form of political power, and thefew correct
measures which it created, were ,products of proletarian revolutionary
practice, & crystallizetion of éhe creativity of the maesses. To take up
arms to seize the right of liberation, to strive to gresp its own desti=-
ny, in doing this the proletariat relied on its own class ability to
break through the bonds of Proudhonism and Blanquism; and in this it
created a path in the struggle. Engels said: "The commune was the grave
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it is poosible for the proletariat to seize political power without smash-
ing the bourgeois state orgens, that socialism can be built witrout the
dictatorship of the proletariat, Is to advocate false rewolution, to pro=
pagate true surrender; this Is to, betray and sell out socialism, to pro=
tect cepitalism in reality. The Khrushchev revisionists are selling this
phoney social ism and phoney revolution,

The Proletariat Which Has Seized Power Must Prevent Its Own State Organs

" from Changing from the Servant of Soclety to the Master of Society; thel

Cadres In a Proletarisn State Organ Must Discard High, Double Salaries,
and Enjoy No Special Privileges.

How can we prevent the state organs in the dictatorship of the
proletariat from becoming the opposite of what was intended, from degen-
erating? On the question here, the Paris Commune mede some probings,
and took some measures which, while only prellmlnary, were of far-reaching
significance; these enlightened us.,

Engels saids "In order to prevent the state and the staste organs
from changing from the servent to the master of society -- and this situa=-
tion is still unavoidable in all countries at present -- tha commune
adopted two correct methods. First, it took all positions in administra-
tion, in the courts, and in netional education, and turned them over to
persons elected by & general election; and it stipulated that they could
be changed or dismissed at any time, Second, with regard to all persons
in public service, regerltess of rank, it paid the same wages as the
workers got. The highest salary which the commune paid was 6,000 francs.
In this way, even if the commune did not further restrict the represen-
tatives of the organs, it was eble relisbly to prevent people from pursuing
riches." (25)

The messes were the true masters of the Paris Commune, During
the existence of the commune, the masses were extensively organized. In
the ir own organizations they discussed importent affairs of the state;
each doy about 20,000 activists attended the club meeting and put forward
suggestions and criticisms of the me jor and minor affafrs of social and
political life. They also passed on the drafts and letters sent to the
revolutionary publications, putting forth their own demands and aspira-

. tions. The activism end initiativa on the part of the masses formed

the saurce of the commune's strength,

The Paris Commune committee were very interested in'the opinions
of the masses; they attended the various meetings of the masses and stu=
died letters from the masses. In ® communication to the commune's secre-
tery, the secretery-general of the commune's executive commbttee said:

"Every day we recelve large batches of oral end written suggestions from

individuels and clubs, and some from International branches. These often
are good suggestions and shasId be examined by the commune.®™ (26) The
commune truly and consclentiously examined and adopted the suggestions

of the masses. Many of the famous decrees -- such as the discarding of
the system of highsalaries for public employees, the sbol ition of rent
owed, non-rellgious educetion, the prohibition of night labor for bread
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established, this aspiration of the working people was realized. On |
April, there was issued the famous decree that the high salary for an
official could be only 6,000 frencs. The decree pointed out: Before
"there wes much ‘intriguing for the high positions in the state organs
baceuse of the high salaries, and these were ®ften aliotted beceuse of
behind-the-scenes maneuvering.” And "in a true republlic there shoul d be
neither sinecures with high salaries nor excessively high salaries." (27)
The 6,000 franc yesrly selary was about equal to the salary of an adult
worker, According to the calculations of the famous scientist, Ho-hsu-Ii,
this amount was about equal to one-fifth of the wages of & secretary
.'in the London National Education Bureau.
The Paris Commune also prohibited public officials from accepting
dual salaries when they occupied dual jobs. The decision of 19 May
said: ""Under the commune system, the smount of the remuneration of each
position. is sufficient to guarantee the Iiveltihood and operational ’
capacity of every employee. ... The commune has decided: There shall be
no duel jobs and dual salaries; apart from their own work the officials
of the commuse should help in other work, but they shall receive no
extra compensation for it.," (28) '

At the same time thet the Paris Commune abolished high salaries
and prohibited dual saleries, it also raised low wages and decreased
the difference between wages. Fake the post office for example: the
800 frenc per year salery was reised from that level to 1200 francs,
which is an increase of 50 percent; the high salary of 12,000 francs
per year was decreased to 6,000, which is & decrease of one-half,

In order to insure the .Iife of the low-selaried persons, the commune also
prohibited all format deductions and flnes.

The commune committee members in a model way also carried out the
regulations of discarding special rights and abolishing high salertes
and dual saleries. T'ai-ssu, responsible person in the commune oost
office and commuse committee member, was supposed to receive 500 francs
per month, but he accepted only 450. The general of the commune, Fu-lu=
lo-lieh=ssu=chi dlscarded his remuneration of being a general and refused
to live in the Yeh-li-hsieh-yin palace; he sesid: "A general's quarters
can only be among his men."

The Parls commune also passed the decisdon to abolish ranss of
generals. In the deciston of 6 April, this committee said: "In consid=
eration of the fect that the ranks of generals are incompatible with the
principles of the democratic organization of the national self-defense
army, this decision Is: The positions of generals shall be abolished,"
(29; It is a pity that this decision was not fully carried out,

The national leaders only received about as much in salary as the
maturd workers; they had meny duties to fulfill, but no privilege for
remuneration; still less had they any special rights. This was a great
invent iony its significance lay not only in realizing the slogan of
"pure government"; tttlaysnot only in getting rid of the "devine nature"
and "speclal nature" in so-called state affalrs which the exploiting
class used to befiddle the people and in changing state activities
into & form of workers' job, in meking national organ cadres into workers
who used a "special instrument™, But it also provided the conditions
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previous experlences and elso many painful lessons,

The commune was led by the Blanquists and the Proudhonlens, neither
of which constituted a proletarian palitical party. Neither understood
Marxism, neither had any experience in leading a2 proletarian revolution,
With the urging of the prolefartaf, they accomplished a few correct
things, but because thelr consciousness was not sufficient, they aiso
committed many errors. One of the major errors was that they fell for:
the enemy's phoney peace overtures end actual preparations for war; they
did not use their victories to crush the enemy. They let the enemy have
2 breathing spell so that he could reorganize his strength; they lost
the opportune moment for expanding the revolutionary victories.

Historically all exploiting classes have used the dual tactics
of counter-revolution of violent suppression and peaceful fraud. When
they have not yet readted themselves fully to assault the people or when
they have been attacked by revolutionary strength, they oftdn use the
plot of "peace" to deceive the people. But as soon as they feel that
they have the force to overcome the revolutionary peoole, they brandish
their butchering knives and undertake bloody suppression, T'i-yeh-erh
use such a dual counter-revolutionary tactic to handle the Paris Commune,

After T'i-yeh-erh fled to Fan-erh-sai, there remained only
15,000 or 16,000 soldiers. They were demoralized, and these remnants
were no match for the superior Paris workers in either numbers or deter-
mination. Moreover, Paris and Fen-erh-sai were only I8 kilometers apart,
end the Paris workers' forces could easily have covered this in one day.
When T'i-geh~erh menfiioned this situation, he had to admit: "This was
the most uncomforteble day of my Iife. In Paris the common expression

‘Was: 'Fan-erh-sal is a gone goose. As soon as we get there, the soldiers
.Will surrender.' | would not have put it quite Iike that, but if the

enemy had attacked with 70,000 or 80,000 soldiers, t could not have
guaranteed the reliability of my army. This was due to wavering because
of the discrepancy in numbers." (33) Thereupon, the sly traitor T'ieyeh-
erh, in order to gain 2 foothold et Fan-erh-sai, Iin order to gain more
time to marshall his counter-révolutionary forces, put forward the plot
of "negotiations" and threw up the smokescreen of "peace".

T'i-yeh-erh first of all instructed the Peris district chiefs to
discuss the question of the commune eiections with the central committee
of the national self-defense army; they were to procrastinate, to divert
the attention of the centrel committee until Fan-erh-sai had prepared for
an attack. At this time the national assembly also approved of Paris
government elections, and this was coordinated with the negotiations of
the time. The negotiations dragged out for eight days, and the day of
the commune elections was put off. Fen-erh-sal got a breathing spaél.
The Faris Commune lost its chance to exterminate the counter-revolutionary
nest, Later, the district chiefs discussed the situation of phoney
negot iations and true preparations for war, Chi-la-erh said: "The
important goal which this oppo$ing position achieved was to delay the
forces of the Paris Commune from attacking Faneerh-sal., ... Oyr opposufvon
in these days was to have the government make preparations for defense."
(34) Te-ma-lieh also saids ™1 think that | must continue the risk so as
to let the Fan-erh-sai government have time to arm Itself." (35)

13
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completely threw out his idees of "peace," "negotiations," end "non-
interference." He immediately declered to the assembly: He would "use
the existing lews to enter Paris and force those evil-doers who had shed
the blood of the soldiers and who had desecrated the public monuments

to atone for their crimes." (39) He renteds "I will be merciless; those
who have sinned will not be given compromises, and the judgment will be
stern and merciless." (4JO) To his own Po=-na-pa bandits he said that the
government had given permission te take vengeance on Paris,

The Paris Commune committee members were not in accord in their
understanding of the dual counter-revolutionary tactics of T'i-yeh-erh.
M, st of the persons were confused about the nature of the reaétionery
class, and they cherished the illusion of peace. After the success of
the Paris Commune uprising, the delegates of the middle and petty
bourgeoisie propagandized that internal peace could be realized through
elections, that "elections were somewhat better than killing., ... It
was only unanimous, solemn elections which occupied a position of
superiority that could be helpful in fhe strugote, that could give a
guerantee to the laborers." (EQ) They said that it was only elections
which could cool off peocle's heads, which could insure security on the
streets, which could restore trust, guarantee safety, and establish
legitimate administrative organs. Only this could finally end the
hatred of the destruction of the republic in blood. The central committea
of the national sélf-defense army also stressed that it wanted "reconci-
liation,"™ "a large measure of forgiveness," that it wanted to make the
thought of universal love its sliogan for action. They erroneously held
thet with the election of the commune by ballot, civil war could be
avoided, Thereupon on the one hand they issued orders to tske down the
street barracades, and on the other hand prepared for elections. They
undertook many discussions with the Paris districts chiefs about the
time of the elections, the procedure, the methods, and other such
technical questions.

However, these elections did not manage to beat swords into
plowshares, They did not bring about security on the streets; still
less did they provide a guarantee to the laborers. It was the very
opposites Paris, busy with the elections and the negotiations, bost
the opportunity to strengthen its revolutSonary forces; it neglected
the measures which must be taken to enlarge revolutionary victories,
They did not seal off the gates of the city, did not control communice-
tions; they let reactionary elements come and go, did not stamp out
counter-revolutionery activities, did not eccupy the French bank,

did not attack Fan-erh-sal, etc., Thus Fan-erh-sai got the chance to
strengthen its counter-revolutionary forces, and made preparations to
attack Paris,

Some of the Paris Commune committee members saw through the dual
tactics of T'i-yeheerh, They disclosed his plot of neqotiations and they
mede 8 sharp criticism of the fllusion of reconsiliation propagated by
the bourgeois aroups and the benumbing thinking about peace within the
commune, For exsmple, at the L May meeting of the commune committee, the
committee member Pa-ssu-k'a-erh Ko-ly-se said: "Citizens, things are
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bandits must be wiped out, dogs fallen into the water must be beaten to
deathy the enemy must be given no breathing spell,

If we say that 95 years ago a number of committee members of the
Paris Commune did not see through the piot of phoney negotiations and
true war preparations on the pert of T'i-yeh-arh, it is mainly because
thelr experience was Insufficlient, because they did not well understand.
Today when the Khrushchev revisionists are everywhere working for the
phoney pesce and true aggression of U,5. Imperialism, it is certainly
no question of understanding. 1t is rether that they stand in the i
position of traitors, that they are in collusion with the U.S, imperizl=
ists in using the dual caunter-revolutionary tactics, in exterminating
the proletarian revolutionary movement and the national [iberation
movements. However, times are marching forward and so are the people.
Revolution is marching ahead. The revolutiénary peoples are more and
more understanding how to use dual revolutionary tactics to handle the
dual counter-revolutionary tactics, how to carry the revoiution through
to the end. The Iimperialists, the revisionists, all reactionaries, and
their multiple plots will in the tong run be thrown completely into the

dust bin of history by the people.

L ] * *

In commemorating the 21th anniversery of the Paris Commune
Engels said: "Let the bourgeoisie celebrate its I4th of July or 22nd
of September. The celebration day of the proletariat will always be
the 18th of March.” (47)

Now, as we are commemorating the 95th anniversapy of the Paris
Commune uprising, the day of celebration of the proletarist, everywhere
we look on the globe we see & great revolutionary movement of "angry
waves surging in the four seasy of thunder shakigg the five continents,”
History heroically proves the prediction of Marx made 95 years ago:
"Even 1f the commune collepses, the struggle will only be prolonged ==
that's all. The principles of the commune will always exist; they are
indestructible. Before the working ciass is liberated, these principles
will be manifested again and again," (48) "The Paris Commune may be
knocked over, but the social revolution which it created will triumph."
Its principles have spread all bver the globe.™ (49)
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COMRADE CHIEN PO-TSAN'S OUTLOOK ON HISTORY
SHOULD BE CRITICIZED

[Following 1s a translation of an article in the
Chinese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i (Red Flag)
Peiping, No 4, 24 March 1966, pp 19-30./

The class struggle in the domain of history has been rather
acute over the past few years in China. This is an important
aspect of the class struggle 1n the ideological sphere.

The great current of the socialist revolution is washing
against the o0ld school of history serving the feudalist and
capitalist systems of ownership. Under the situation marked by
the victory of the socialist revolution, the proletarian histor-
ians have launched a struggle against the old, traditional out-
look on history. This makes the position untenable to some
historians who firmly adhere to the direction set for history
by the bourgeoisie and the feudal class. They are aware that
the think on which they nestle 1s shaking as if about to fall,
and there is no alternative but for them to rise and fight.

As a consequence, the struggle between the two lines--
with the proletariat on one side and the bourgeoisie on the
Other--has become acute in the domain of history. A series of
debates on problems involving important principles has been
going on all the time. The great polemic on historicalism and
the class viewpoint, the peasants! wars of China, the evaluation
of historical characters, "the policy of concession," and other
problems-~which has been initiated by the criticism of Comrade
Wu Han's Dismissal of Hai Jui--has opened up a lively and ani-
mating phase that knows no precedent.

This great ;bolemic is a great struggle between Marxism-
Leninism and the thought of Mao Tse-tung on the one hami and
bourgeois and feudal ideas on the other in the domain of history.
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history. They are two anti-Marxist historical programs.

Because he flaunts the Marxist-Leninist banner, he 1is
quite capable of misleading people. In order to distinguish
right from wrong and to bring out truth, a serious discussion
of some important problems in regard to Comrade Chien Po-tsan's
outlook on history 1s most essential to the revolution in history
vhich 1s presently under way.

What Does So-Called "Historicalism" Indicate?

: Both the feudal class and the béurgeolsie are unabdle to
understand the movement of social history of mankind and its law.
They describe history sometimes as a conglomeration of incidents
and sometimes as the schemes of God. They attribute it sometimes
to the revelation of the conscience of emperors, princes,
generals and ministers, and sometimes to the criminal activities
of tyrants. The chief reason that the feudal and bourgeois
historians want to distort history as something preposterous
and in confusion is that they cannot scientifically and objec-
tlvely observe historical changes because of the interests of the
exploiting classes. Only Marxism has scientifically exposed for
the first time the true ldentity of history, discovered the basic
law governing the development of history. This i1s the law of
oclass struggle.

Marxism-Leninism sums up the historical events and the
activities of hilstorical figures as class activities. It holds
that all struggles in history--economic, political or ideological=--
are manifestations of class struggles. The struggle of the .
oppressed and exploited classes agalnst the oppressor and exploit-
1ng classes 1s the real motive force of historical development.

Because the Marxist-Ileninist theory of class struggle 1s
ever more better grasped by the broad masses of the people, those
historians with the stubborn bourgeoils world outlook have no
alternative but to change their method of opposition.

This is precisely the course which Comrade Chien Po-tsan
has taken. He has made use of bourgeols historicalism to distort
historical materialism and to resist the Marxist-Leninist view-

- point on class struggle.

, Comrade Chien Po-tsan put forward his so-called "histor-
icalism" in 1952. However, "historicalism" was not vociferously
publicized as an integral system of thought until the past few
 Years. From 1961 to 1962 he publicized everywhere his "histori-
‘calism" in Peking, Nanking, Shanghal and Soochow, and wanted to
' replace the Marxist-Ieninist theory of olass struggle with his

so-called “"historicalism."
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Po-tsan says this will not do, and if only such contradictions
are discussed when discussing contradictions in history, history
is "too simple~-so simple that there is no contradiction of any
kini." According to Comrade Chien Po-tsan's viewpoint, the
history taught should be more complex--so complex that the
boundaries of oclasses cannot be distinguished. He wants to
discuss the contradictions within the feudal ruling oclass in a
big way because he wants to make use of such contradictions to
dilute or replace the contradictions between antagonistic
classes.

Comrade Chien Po-tsan has affixed many labels--such as
"nihilism," "non-historicalism," "over-simplification," one-
sidedness," "negation of everything," etc.--on those comrades
who make use of the class struggle viewpoint to interpret
history. The blggest label, however, is "dogmatism."

The Marxlist-Leninist theory of class struggle is the
foundation of Marxism-~-Leninism, and is a universal truth that
can be correctly applied anywhere in the world. Under the slogan
of opposing "dogmation," Comrade Chien Po-tsan vociferously
opposes the use of the class struggle viewpoint to study history.
He says: "Broadly giving lip service to some theorlies ard
principles...dryly quoting some dogmas...preaching only universal
truth and general principles without integrating them with its
own historical characteristics...such dogmatism...should be
opposed.." (6)

Comrade Chien Po-tsan has sald a lot of things about
Marxism~Leninism. He also orally acknowledges historical
materialism, but takes exception with the oclass struggle view-
point. This is a tactic for removing the core. What he opposes
is precisely the core of historical materialism--the class strug-
gle viewpoint.

Comrade Chien Po-tsan considers his so-called "histori-
calism" as a law which must be "strictly" followed in the study
of history. As a matter of fact, his so-called *"historicalism"
is a wornout weapon used by the bourgeolisie to oppose the
Maxxist-Leninist theory of class struggle. Comrade Chien Po-tsan
merely glves it a coat of golden paint and wields it everywhere .

Let us lay aslide who are after all those persons now
mouthing "historicalism" in the world. Judged by history,
Croce, an Italian historian of the 19th century who was opposed
to Marxism, first made use of "historlicalism" to oppose the
Marxist-Leninist viewpoint on class struggle. = He thought that
"the sole reality is fluidity," i.e., "spirit," and declared
that this was "historicalism." Many phlilosophical sects of the
bourgeoisie~-e.g., Kantism, pragmatism, existentiallism, logical
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history and their uprisings and wars has fully exposed what his
so-called "historicalism" means.

Will he please tell us why were the peasants opposed to
feudal oppression and exploitation, and not to the feudal system?
Can it be said that feudal oppression and exploitation are not
the products of the feudal system? Why were they opposed to the
landlords, and not to the landlord class? Can it be sald that
the landlord call is not formed by the landlords? _

The principal contradiction in feudal society 1s the con-
tradiction between the peasant class and the landlord class. The
feudal system is a system for the landlord class to oppress and
exploit the peasant class. How can it be sald that the peasant
uprisings and peasant wars were not opposed to the feudal system
and the landlord class? According to Lenin, war, as the highest
form of class struggle, is aimed at "opposing not the individual
but the class"” (11). When Comrade Mao Tse-tung discussed the
peasant uprisings and peasant wars in Chinese history, he said:
"The ruthless economic exploitation and political oppression of
the Chinese peasants forced them into numerous uprisings against
landlord rule." (12)

Comrade Chien Po-tsan wants to draw a dividing line be-
tween feudal oppression and exploitation on the one hand and the
feudal system on the other, amd between the landlords and the
landlord class because he wants to prove that the peasant up-
risings and peasant wars were not opposed to the feudal system
and the landlord class. This viewpoint is a distortion and
disparagement of the peasant uprisings and peasant wars in
history.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung said: "A revolution 1s an insurrection,
an act of violence by which one class overthrows another." (13)
According to Comrade Chien Po-tsan's argument, the peasant
uprisings and peasant wars were not opposed to the feudal system
and the landlord class. What reasons have we then :to call them
revolution? Is it not more proper to call them reforms?

Now, about the statement, "The peasants opposed the
emperor, but had not opposed--and also could not oppose--imperial
authority as a principle." If this statement means to say that
the insurgent peasants were not opposed to the feudal principle
of imperial authority because they cometimes rallied their up-
risings in the name of an imperial dynasty, then only the form
but not the substance is seen. Marx had this to point out: "The
name of Napoleon has a vastly different meaning to various
classes," (14) Can it be sald that the rally of a peasant
uprising in the name of an imperial dynasty should not be given
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The revolution of the Heavenly Kingdom of Peace was the
climax in the development of peasant wars. It was also most
typical in the establishment of a peasants! regime. The
Jen-min Jih-pao published on January ll, 1951, an editorial
entitled, "Commemorating the Centenary of the Revolution of the
‘Heavenly Kingdom of Peace." This editorlal said that "the heroces
of the revolution of the Heavenly Kingdom of Peace established
their own State, organized strong and powerful armed forces,
enforced various kinds of revolutionary policies, and aroused
the broad masses of the peasants to fight for the overthrow of
the feudal land system.” Will Comrade Chien Po~tsan please tell
us: If the peasants could only establish feudal regimes, are
You of the opinion that the Heavenly Kingdom of Peace was a
feudal regime like the Manchu Dynasty?

.The peasants of the feudal society have created material
wealth and spiritual wealth for society with their own production
activities. Their revolutionary struggles against the landlord
class have impelled historical development and given birth to
the overture of the liberation of the Chinese people. Because
of their revolutionary character against the feudal system and
the landlord class, they are able to accept the leadership of
the working class under new historical conditions, form solid
alliance with the working class and become the main force in
revolution and construction. According to Comrade Chien Po-tsan's
interpretation, the peasants of the feudal soclety were not
opposed to the feudal system and the landlord class and had no
revolutionary character. How then can they accept the leader-
ship of the working class under new historical conditions and
form an allliance with the working class?

Emperors, P;;pces, Generals and Ministers Are
Prettified and Eulogized

On the orne hand, Comrade Chien Po~tsan makes use of his
"historicallism" to distort and disparage the peasants and the
peasant revolution in history. On the other hand, he also
makes use of his "historicalism" to prettify aml eulogize
vociferously the representative personages of the landloard
class and the feudal system.

In 1958, there was launched on the history front a heroic
movement for the revolution of history by eradicating history
under the domination of emperors, princes, generals, and ministers
and writing the history of the working people in a big way.
Confronted by this revolutionary movement, Comrade Chien Po-tsan
lost his “patience' and stood forth to fight for the emperors,
princes, generals and ministers.
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directly served the exploitation and oppression of the people
must be exposed with firmness. Comrade Chrien Po-tsan has com-
pletely covered up the class character of the Grand Canal con=-
structed by Emperor Yang of the Sul Dynasty, and described the
exploitation and oppression of the people as a good deed carried
out for the people. This 18 entirsly wrong.

Comrade Chlien Po-tsan has another reason for eulogizing
the emperors, princes, generals ard ministers of the landlord
class., He thinks that at the stage when the exploiting class is
on the ascent, it can only be eulogized but cannot be criticized.
He says: %"According to the viewpoint of historicalism, when the
landlord class opposed the slave~cowner class, it was a revolu-
tionary class. Only when this class was on the decline and its
system was about to collapse was it reactionary, and it ought
be denounced and opposed. If that class and that system were
opposed.as soon as they appeared in history, it would mean
opposition to historical evolution." He says: "Only the slave
owners could oppose the newly emerging feudal system."(21)

What kind of '"historicalism" is this? It is "historica-
lism" opposed to class analysis. According to the Marxist-
Leninist viewpoint on class struggle, as far as the working people
are concerned, the exploiting classes are at all times the
exploiters and oppressors. On what ground are they not allowed
to denounce and oppose such exploitation and oppression? It is
generally thought that feudal society in China began to go down-
hill from the T'ang and Sung dynasties. The decline of the
capitalist system began after the great revolution of the Paris
Commune in 1871. According to Comrade Chien Po-tsan's viewpoint,
the landlord class and the feudal system of China before the
T'ang and Sung dynasties, and the bourgeoisie and the capitalist
System before the Paris Commune basically cannot be opposed.
Those who do so are opposed to "historicalism." What does this
mean? It means to say that the revolutionary struggles of the
peasants against feudalism before the T'ang and Sung dynasties~--
e.g., the peasant uprising at the end of the Ch'in Dynasty and
the Yellow Turban Insurrection at the end of the Han Dynasty--were
all opposed to historical development, and took the starmdpoint
of the slave owners in opposing the newly emerging feudal system.
Likewise, the revolutionary struggles of the proletariat in
France, Britain and Germany prior to the Paris Commune were alco
opposed to historical development and in violation of Comrade
Chien Po-tsan's "historicalism," and were therefore wrong.

Perhaps some persons may think that Comrade Chien Po-tsan's
beautification of the emperors, princes, generals and ministers
seems to be conditional, because he eulogizes only those emperors
and princes known to have performed so=-called feats of merit for
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"Policy of Concession" or Counterattack for Reckoning
in the Reverse Direction?

/ In order to prettify and eulogize the emperors, princes,
generals and ministers, and in order to disparge the peasant re-
volution and to reject the historical role of peasant revolution,
Comrade Chien Po-tsan has all the time vociferously publicized
that the feudal rulers had implemented a "policy of concession®
by alleviating their exploitation and oppression of. the peasants.

In February, 1951, Comrade Chien Po-tsan had put forward
the theory of "concession" made by the ruling class to the pea=
sants, In an article entitled, "On Peasants' Wars of Ancient
China," he put forward a formula of historical development in
feudal society: peasant war--concession made by the ruling
class-~-propulsion of historical development. He said: "After
every major insurrection, the new feudal rulers, in order to
restore feudal order, must make some concessions to the peasants.
This is to say, the exploitation and oppression of the peasants
must be reduced to a greater or lesser extent. In this way,
the restraint of the feudal relations of production on the pro-
ductive forces was reduced, and the productive forces of feudal
soclety could develop continuously, thus driving Chinese history
forvard."(24) In 1956 Chien Po~tsan, Shao Hsun-cheng and Hu Hua
jointly compiled the Outline of Chinese History in which much
publicity was given to the "policy of concession." In the past
few years, the Summary of Chinese History edited by Chien Po-tsan
gave even greater publicity to the "policy of concession."
Formerly, it was only said that the ruling class made "concession"
after every major insurrection of the peasants. Now he says
that every insurrection of the peasants--and even the small-scale
uprisings not very well known--"also forced the rulers to make
concessions to some extent."(25) As Gomrade Chien Po-tsan sees
it, the "policy of concession" adopted by the ruling class has
obviously impelled historical development. The theory of '"policy
of concession'"-~as publicized by Comrade Chien Po-tsan--is a
distortion of historical facts and is anti-Marxist.

"There is no knowledge without comparison." We also must
compare the landlord classes of ancient and modern times, in
China and in other countries.

ILet us first take a look at the situations of modern class
struggles. The 1927 Great Revolution of China was very large in
scale and was a great shock to the ruling class. However, after
the failure of the Great Revolution, what policy was adopted by
the ruling class toward the revolutionary people? Was it a
"policy of concession?" Was there "any reduction in exploitation
and oppression?" No, a thousand noes. In this regard, the
memory was still fresh to many veteran revolutionary comrades
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of the landlord class to practice exploitation and expropria-
tion. How can it be imagined that the landlord class could
adopt the "policy of concession" toward the peasant class and
reduce its oppression and exploitation? It is even more pre-
posterous to think that the landlord class would adope a "policy
of concession" after the failure of a peasant revolution.

Doesn't this mean to say that the peasant class could get what
they could not win in the revolution after the failure of its

revolution?

The contradiction between the landlord class and the
peasant class is beyond reconciliation, because their interests
are basically antagonistic to each other. The landlord class is
extremely hostile to the revolution of the peasant class, and
i1s firm with its suppression. After the failure of a peasant
revolution, the landlord class could only launch a counterattack
for reckoning in the reverse direction against the revolutionary
peasants and subject them to sanguine suppression. There would
never be any "concessions," much less any "policy of concession."

The policy implemented by the landlord class in the early
days of the Western Han Dynasty 1is the first example cited by
Comrade Chien Po-tsan for publicizing and extolling the theory
of "policy of concession." He says: "After the great uprising
of the peasants at the end of the Ch'in Dynasty, in order to
restore order in feudal socliety, Liu Pang, the new ruler, could
not but make some concession to the peasants. The abolition of
the harsh laws of the Ch'in Dynasty was the best example."(28)

Was the "abolition of the harsh laws of the Ch'in Dynasty!--
which Comrade Chien Po-~tsan especially extols--a "concession" to

the peasants? No.

When Liu Pang entered Kuanchung, he introduced, "three
thapters of provisional constitution."® Was this designed "to
abolish the harsh laws of the Ch'in Dynasty?" No. The "three
chapters of provisional constitution" provided "death penalty
for manslaughter and punishment for inflicting bodily harms and
stedling." This was a law for safeguarding the landlord class
and opposing the peasant revolution, and was the hallmark of
Liu Pang's rebellion against the peasant revolution. 1In the
peasant revolution, whose "law'" was violated when landlords were
"killed" or "wounded," or their property "stolen?" It could only
be the "law" of the landlord class! Instead of exposing it,
Comrade Chien Po-tsan has eulogized it. Does this not mean that
he stands on the side of Liu Pang to oppose the peasant revolu-

tion?
"The abolition of the harsh laws of the Ch'in Dynasty"
was entirely falsified for the deception of people., It was used
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Comrade Mao Tse~tung tells us that history is a history
of ¢class struggle, and in feudal society, only the peasant up-

risings and peasant wars constitute the motive force of histor-

ical development. Comrade Chien Po~-tsan is, however, of the
opinion that class reconciliation and class compromise have
impelled historical development, and the historical role of
reasant uprisings and peasant wars can only be manifested

through the adoption of the "policy of concession" by the ruling
class. Comrade Mao Tse~tung says that the logic of historical
development is" Struggle-~faill--struggle again--fail again--
struggle again--until victory. But Comrade Chien Po-tsen says
that the logic of historical development is: Peasant war--con-
cession made by the ruling class-historical development is pushed
forward. These two kinds of viewpoint are basically different.
How can it be said that the theory of "policy of concession" is
an exposition of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's viewpoint?

Comrade lMao Tse-tung says: "The principle of the reaction-
ary forces in dealing with the democratic forces of the people
1s definitely to destroy all they can and to prepare to destroy
later whatever they cammot destroy now."(32) This is the law
of class struggle, and is without exception good to ancient and
modern times., China and other countr¥es. Because of this, it
1s necessary to adhere firmly to the theory of class struggle
and to wage a tit-for-tat struggle against the class enemy. We
cannot harbor any 1illusion that the reactionary classes would
make any "concession" or enforce the "policy of concession" to-
fard the working people. The revolutionary people can never

2arbor any illusion for the enemy.

Conclusion

' During the early days of liberation, although some critic-
lsms had been made against the outlook of the feudal class and
he bourgeoisie on history in the realm of history, yet because

%he gradual formation of the contingent of revolutionary histor-
.ans was still under way, the edge of criticism was not very

tharp. In 1957 the bourgeois right-wingers launched a rabid attack
.gainst the Party and socialism, and the bourgeols historians
"‘ocAferously publicized the bourgeois viewpoint, "Historical data
ean history." They opposed the guildance of Marxism-Leninism,
lefused to study history for the sake of revolution, and opposed
he view that historical research must serve proletarian.
olitics. They publicized "History for the sake of history," and
ere actually studying history for the sake of individualism,

nd personal fame and gain. After the conclusion of the anti-
ightist struggle, the revolutionary historians, led by the
arty, have launched a lively revolutionary movement for history.
'his revolution holds high the red banner of Marxism-Leninism

'nd the thought of Mao Tse-tung, persists in criticizing arnd re-
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repeated the Dbourgeoils viewpoint, "Historical data mean histoxry,"
ard stood it against Marxism-Leninism.

Comrade Chien Po-tsan preaches that "politics is in the
service of economy," that "economy is the spine of history,"

and that they are "principles for writing history;" and he
directs them against the revolutionary viewpoint that historical
research must serve proletarian politics." He denounces some
comrades by saying: "By narrowly interpreting the propositions.
that history must serve politics, that history must be integrated
with realities and that things of the past must be made to serve
the present, nearly every policy, call or slogan of the Party

has been stuffed into ancient history." He also says: "To

make history serve politics does not mean coordinating it with
every political movement before us."(37)

Comrade Chien Po-tsan is especially opposed to the view
that historians must firmly adhere to the standpoint of the pro=-
letariat. He repeatedly and tirelessly ridicule those historians
who--"for the sake of holding fast to their stand-point!"-~"oppose
whatever is feudal and abuse every landlord" as "taking the
stand of slave owners."(38)

Comrade Chien Po-tsan has summed up the revolution for
history in this way: "Summing up, onesidedness, abstraction,
simplification, absoluteness, modernization have been the salient
defects in the teaching and study of history over the past few

years."(39) *

Summing up, Comrade Chiev Po-tsan's anti-~-Marxist-Leninist
compendium for history is based upon "opposing two things and
protecting two things." He opposes the use of class struggle
viewpoint to interpret history, and opposes making historical
research and history teaching serve present-day politics. He
seeks to protect the bourgeois outlook on history--"historical
data mean history" and "history for the sake of history"-- and
to protect the historical system of the feudal dynasties for
prettifying the emperors, princes, generals and ministers and
uglifying the peasant revolution. The fig-leave for this com-
rendium 1s bourgeols historicalism which has lost its teeth due

to its age.

This is the reflection of the realistic class struggle in

yw the realm of history.

In order to carry the revolution for history through to
the end, Comrade Chien Po-tsan's outlook on history must be
critioized. -~
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COMRADE CHIAOYU-LU IS GOOD EXAMPLE OF CREATIVE STUDY AND
APPLICATION OF MAO TSE-TUNG'S THINKING

/Following is a translation of an article by the
Hung-ch'l Commentator in the Chinese-language per-
todical, Hung=-ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping, No. 4, 24 March
1966, pp 31-34./

Comrade Chiao Yu=-lu is a fine student of Comrade Mao Tse-
tung, an outstanding member of the CCP, a faithful son of the
people, and a good example for leading cadres of all trades and
sectors. Everyone 1s attracted by the immortal deeds of Comrade
Chiao Yu-lu, and an ardent upsurge in learning from Comrade
Chiao Yu-lu has taken shape in all parts of the country. To
emulate Comrade Chiao Yu-lu and arm one's mind with Mao Tse-tung's
thinking have become a common aspiration and demand of cadres
at various levels and the broad masses of people.

In learning from Comrade Chiao Yu-lu, the most essential
thing is to study his way of creatively studying and applying
Mao Tse~tung's thinking. ,

Mao Tse-tung's thinking 1is the revolutionary world outlook
of the proletariat. By mastering Mao Tse-tung's thinking and
using the proletarian world outlook to observe and reform all
things, a revolutionary will be able to possess such outstanding
dispositions of the proletariat as complete devotion to the revolu-
tion and people, total disregard for personal fate and interest,
and fearlessness in the face of trials or death.

Comrade Chiao Yu~lu regarded Chairman Mao's works as the
highest instruction for his own work and the study of the Mao
Ise-tung's thinking as his lifetime militant task. He put Mao
Tse~-tung's thinking in command of everything. He was also skill~
ful in combining Mao Tse-tung's thinking to reform the subjective
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not be politically rusty, nor should we only keep a grip on

i production and ignore the class struggle. Moreover, we should
' not go after the production of grain, cotton, and oil-bearing
crops only, and do nother about maintaining a firm grip on the
enemies, ourselves, and on friends."

i The law of class struggle is the core and essence of
historical materialism, whereas the struggle between the two roads
of socialism and capitalism provides the motive force for the
advance of soclialist society. Because Comrade Chiao’ Yu=lu had
maintained a firm grip on the essential contradiction--class
struggle--in handling complicated and difficult things, Landao
County has advanced by leaps and bounds on an unprecedented

- scale in its history.

! Revolutionary workers may from time to, time encounter

. hardships. However, there are two different attitudes in the face
of hardships. Some persons who are afraid of hardships cannot
stand straight in the face of hardships, holding that hardships
will forever remain as hardships. They cannot see any victory

or any hope through hardships. This attitude reflects the ideo-~
logy of cowards and lazy people and a metaphysical world view.

-
L

—

Other persons hold that like all other things on earth,
each hardship has a dual character. Hardships are not absolute,
for they can be changed under certain circumstances. This
attitude represents the revolutionary dialectic of the one-into-
two theory and also the proletarian world view.

Comrade Mao Tse~tung once said: "Facing hardships, our
comrades must look upon the previous achievements, reallize the
bright future, and also heighten their courage.® Comrade Chiao
Yu-1lu had not only realized that "Lankao County is a poor and
disaster-stricken area with more difficulties," but the important
thing i1s that he saw the favorable factors, the possibility of
change, of future development under the unfavorable conditions.

In the spirit revealed in a Chinese saying "“Heavy Snowfall
)is apprecliated only by plum blossom," Chiao Yu-lu, instead of
being cowed by hardships, welcomed the hardships with open arms
With a determination to surmount them courageously. After visit-
ing the disaster-stricken areas of Lankao County, he declared
enthusiastically: YThere are tremendous prospects in Lankao
County."® Cadres of Lankao County said: "In handling problems,
our new party committee secretary is better than others."
.Chiao Yu-lu is better than others, because he looked upon all
problems on the basis of revolutionary dialectic of the one-into-
two theory, and handled all difficult problems with Mao Tse-tung's

i

»
!
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Facing a powerful enemy and encountering serious diffi-
culties, 1t 1s impossible to achleve victory without establish-
ing the revolutionary courage of defeating the enemy and the
firm determination of overcoming difficulties ideologically.

Comrade Chiao Yu-lu knew very well that to overcome dis-
asters, 1t is necessary to first maintain a firm grip on ideo=-
logical education. He held that in order to eliminate the "three
disasters," it 1s necessary first of all to wipe out the detri-
mental ideas and attach special attention to conducting ideologi-
cal educatlion on disaster resistance among the cadres of the
party committee of Lankao County. .

It was precisely through his creative study and application
of Mao Tse~tung's thinking, putting politics first, and his
achievements in launching political-ideological work that the
masses of the people were fully mobilized, defending natural
calamities and changing the backwardness of Lankao County at a
rapid rate through painstaking struggle.

Materialists only recognize the decisive role of material
things over the things of the mind and deny the reaction of
mentality to material things; they only recognize that material
things can be transformed into the things of the mind, but deny
that the things of the mind can be transformed into material

things.

Comrade Mao Tse-tung told us: "Man's thinking is deter-
mined by the existence of man's society. When the correct think-
ing, which represents the progressive class, is mastered by the
masses, it will convert into material power for the transforma-
tion of socliety and the world." This is a dialectical and
thorough materialism.

Comrade Chiao had repeatedly publicized among the masses
of cadres and people the dialectical materialist theory of how
nmaterial things can be transformed into things of the mind and
how things of the mind can be transformed into material things.

He said: "In order to revolutionize production, we must
first revolutionlize our thinking. When a material foundatlion 1s
lald, ideas can transform everything. Therefore, the result of
transformation is determined by the ideas we have.

"One group of people thinks that under certain conditions
if we persist in the class line, fully mobilize the masses, dare
to think and dare to do, engage in scientific experiment, they
can build up a tremendous strength and rapidly transform the
backward sltuation.
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class sentiment toward Chairman Mao's works.

Only by destroying the bourgeois world outlook centered
around individualism and by establishing the proletarian world
outlook, can we understand the lively revolutionary dialectics
and can we study well Chairman Mao's works. By class sentiment
Is meant ardent love for the working people and extreme hatred
toward the class enemy. Comrade Chiao studied Chairman Mao's
workds with this strong class sentiment.

Comrade Chiao upheld a firm class standpoint. Precisely
because of this firm class standpoint, he was able to grasp the
key to class struggle, see hope while in dire straits, and rea-
lize the decisive role played by men in transforming things and
the decislive role played by politics in economy.

Comrade Mao Tse~-tung said: "When we study Marxism-Lenin-
ism, we should not study it only from books. We should study
it by waging class struggle, through practice of work, and by
making close contact with the masses of workers and peasants.“
This means that we must study Mao Tse-tung!s thinking through
the practice of revolution.

It is not difficult for intellectuals to memorize the
theory of class struggle, memorize the role of letting politics
take command, memorize the duality of hardships, memorize the
theory of how material things can be transformed into things of
the mind and things of the mind can be transformed into material
things. Whether we can study Chairman Mao's works well or not
is determined by whether we are able to put it into practice.

Comrade Chiao studied Chairman Mao's works well., He also
put it into practice well and resolutely carried out tasks
according to Chairman Mao's instructions. He applied Mao Tse-
tung's thinking to the guidance he gave to the class struggle,
struggle for production, and scientific experiment in Lankao
County. He used Mao Tse-tung's thinking to mobilize the masses,
harnessed floods, blocked sandstorms, and improved alkaline soil.

Together with the people of Lankao County, in the course
of transforming the old world into a new one with Mao Tse-tung's
thinking as guidance, Comrade Chiao mastered.the art of using
Mao Tse-tung's thinking and intellectuals who have departed from
practice, and lazy persons who eat all day and think of nothing.

The immortal deeds of Comrade Chiao have shown us that
in order to study Mao Tse-tung's thinking, we must first solve
the problem of class standpoint and the problem of world outlook.
These problems cannot be solved if we just sit and think in our
study at home. Only by plunging ourselves into the practice of
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PHILOSOPHICAL STORY-TELLING MEETINGS

i [Following is a translation of an article by

Chang Yen-chi (1728 1693 0679), Liu Yu=-feng (0491
-ty 1af85"het 5278, (L8, Raentn 125058
Ming~-chiu ang Tse-min

351G 3046), and Ohlen Yun-iin (7115 7189 2%51? in
the Chinese~language periodical Hung-ch'l (Red
Flag), Peiping, No 4, 24 March 13966, pages 35-40.7

i

ST OTE wE

E

Zditor's Note:; Since the publication of the advertise=

Jgent in the No 2 issue of this periodical this year, expressing
»our "Jeléome to Contributions from Workers, Peasants, Soldiers,
‘and Students," the broad masses of them have given thelr zealous
response and support by rushing thelr letters and contributions
EFOUB. They declare, "It is an innovation in the age of MNao
Tse-tung for workers, peasants, and soldlers to write;" "Ye have
‘been very greatly encouraged by the readiness of the Hung-ch'i
to welcome contributions from workers, peasants, soldiers, and
students;" "The periodical of the Chinese Communist party is
published for us, and it is a signal honor for us to participate
In 1t." Some even say, "Formerly we never dared to write, re-

sarding it as the job of theorists, but now we are also begin-
ing to wield the pen,"

Limited by space, we can only make use of a portion of
she contributions received, Of these some are published in full
md others only in part., For example, only excerpts haVﬁ been
jaken from the articles on "Dialectics in Dally Routine,

* #* %
.To push ahead the live study and application of Chairman

lao's works and to lay stress especially on "application," the
'outh League Branch of the Recounnaissance Company of a certaln
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'Y gavold the enemy., (n the other hand, if we only practiced
5““ 'walking, ' we could acquire the skill of getting near or avoid-
“% ing the enemy, but how could we seize our enemies?

"It is impossible to proceed from one one-sided step to
7 agother, ‘then we take tha first one-sided step, wa believe
¥ superstitiously in the experiences of others, stick to a fixed
pattern, and as a result bind our own hands and feet, ‘hen we
take the second one-sided step, we deny the exveriences of
i others completely, proceed at random, and as a result take a
§¢ fortuous road, It is therefore clear that only by affirming
I the experiences of others, discovering their inadequacies, and
boldly renovating and enriching them with our own practical ex-
% periences uninterruptedly can we be creative and make progress,
This applies to our training as it does to other activities!

When the company commander concluded his remarks, Hsu
Tsal-p'eng (1776 0961 7720), a fighter in Class No 8, stood up
and sald, "Truly it applies to other activities also.," He con-
i tinued to tell a story, which was caused by one-sided subjec-

* tivism, on

A Mild Storm in the Inspection of Beds

= '‘bne night, after coming back from my post, I felt very

¥ cold, - I thought that in suca cold weather my comrades might

1, catech cold, if they were not well covered, So, I made my

“ rounds to inspect the beds in the dormitories of the various
‘“platoons, When I got to the room for our platoon and turned on
“ the electric light, some occupying upper bunks shouted, 'Who is

makin§ much ado_about nothing?' ith all my good intention, I
Was given this heavy blow, and because of this I did not sleep

i Well for the whole night.
P

"Subsequently I did some cool thinking. I realized that
#1 had forgotten that the switches in our platoon are different
- from those in other units, In other units one switch controls
- only one light, and turning on one light would not disturd

i éverybody, On the other hand in our platoon each switch con-
~irols a number of 1lights, and when one touches the button, the
»Whole dormitory room is lighted., That night I must have waked
up several comrades by turniag on the light, and no wonder that
they were upset., Though my intention was good, my method was

.wrong and the result was* bad,

"It can thus be seen that in doing anything one cannot

~0btain good results by adopting the wrong motives, but that even
‘With good motives, the results are sure to be bad if the method
ff;ad0pted is wrong, At times, when we show one-~sided subjectivisnm

.
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(1153 0946 2651), a fighter in Class No 7. ihen he first prac-
ticed target shooting, he got a high mark, but on a second oc-
casion he only succeeded in hitting the bull's=eye once out of
five times, He said that this was because he had not Cclearly
distinguished between

"Almost" and "’ay Off"

"0on the second occasion I thought that my technique was
almost perfect, Because of my previous success I was very self-
confident on this occasion, ihen I got to the drill ground, I
was lucky enough to hit the bull's~eye right away., Oarried
awvay by this success, my hand relaxed, and the result was that
all the remaining four shots failed, Thus 'almost' became ‘way

off, !

_ "7e must not have the thinking of 'almost,' “hen you
feel that you are ‘almost'! perfect, you are really making no
more progress and standing still, On the other hand objective
requirements are higher and higher and comrades make greater
and greater progress, As a result we fall far behind and are
'way off,' As things are developing all the time, what is ‘al=-
most' perfect may become ‘way off' at any time, Only when one
feels always that one is 'way off' and uninterruptedly strives
to do better can one avoid being ‘way off.,' Vhen one feels
that one is 'almost' perfect, one stands still, makes no prog-
ress, and 1s plunged into the state of being ‘way off,*' while
others advance, On the road of advance, only by always feeling
that we are '‘way off' can we pluck up courage to go forward and
scale:. 'the peaks; otherwise we might roll down from the slopes,"

Then Li Ssu~t'ung (2621 1835 6639), after several futile
attempts, stood up even without recognition from the Chairman,

saying that
Seeking to Lighten Work May Have the Opnosite Result

"once, our company organized a trip with the aid of a map
and arranged the search of ten objectives by making a detour of

5 km on complicated topography within two hours, After recelv-
ing the order, I planned to study the map with my comrades be-
fore we set out, Some comrades commented that a circle of 5 km

is only as large as a thumb on the map and that it would be a
waste of time to study it, the more economical way being to
commence our trip as early as possible, 4As a result we took
the advice and set out in a hurry,

"To sooner h1ad we set out than we went in the wrong direc-
tion., VWhen we looked at the map, we had already bypassed the
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is divided from one into two, Advantage is often contained in

disadvantage, and vice versa, Under given conditions the two

are mutually changeable, In a large river the surface of the
vater 1s wlde and theré may be high wind and rough waves,

il These are its disadvantages, HowevVer, because we can see these

disadvantageous faotors, we oan, through subjective effort,

nake them transform themselves in the advantageous direction,

On the other hand, in a stream the surface of the water is nar-

row and wind and waves small, These are advantageous condi-

1 tlons for swimaing, However, owing to ny defective thinking,
nany disadvantageous factors have arisen, and I have ‘capsized'
in a mere stream, This incident enables me to recognize that
no matter how advantageous or disadvantageous the conditions

| may be, we should fully develop our subjective dynamism, belit-

+ tle our difficulties strateglically, but attaching importance to

[ them tactically,”

Speaking of training in swimming, Liu Chao-ho (0491 0340
0735), Leader of Class ¥o.9, told a story regarding the neces-
i sity of making a concrete analysis of councrete problems, that
- 18, the necessity to

See Ideological Differences First

"During the first week of training in swimming Ch'en Hsi-

lin (7115 6932 2651) tould only swim about ten meters, whereas

# Ch'en Chi-kao (7115 4949 7559) could already exceed 200 meters,
At the time I thought that both of them were outstanding and

. that in stature, physical strength, and ability to learn Ch'en
Hsi-lin could not be far behind, So, he was asked to catch up

+ with Ch'en Chi~-kao during the second week. But by that time

i the latter had exceeded 700 meters, but Ch'en Hsi-lin could
hardly coordinate the movements of his hands and feect.

"After investigation and research I learned that while
,mzen Chi-kao was always striving to get ahead in every drill,
‘Ch'en Hsi-1lin was worrled whenever he saw water, The word
! "dare" was the cause of the rapid progress of Ch'en Chi-kao,
and the word "fear' was something which Ch'en Hsi-lin had not
' yet overcome, Formerly I ouly observed superficially that the
“two enjoyed the same conditions in almost every respect, and
!'I did not make an analysis and comparison of tnem ideological-
#ly, to f£ind out their differences, In asking Ch'en Hsi-lin to
sWwlm in deep water, I was not doing the right thing,
9
"Subsequently I explained to him that learning to swim
is for the purpose of ellminating more enemies, I also told
hin the story of Chairman Mao's swimming across the Yangtze,
’Finally I mnade clear to him that one must be bold enough %o
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The successes and experiences of others should certainly
be studied, but Quartermaster Iu Hung-chih (7627 1347 2535)
sald that

Ihe ZExperience of Fallure Should Also Be Sefiously Studied

"It is reported that many experiments have been made on
outdoor coal-stoves. With very great interest we made several
investizations, The first time we went, the kindling of the
fired failed; and the second time half-raw rice was cooked, On
our return we discussed the matter, Some said, "hat can we
get out of them when they are not yet ready?"

"I could not help thinking of the expnerience we had in
the last half-year in. improving the hoof-like stove, In that
connection we had altogether 23 failures, Owing to the lessons
learned from the repeated fallures, we finally succeeded, But
for the 23 failures, how could we have achleved the success in
the 24th experiment? Since we have learned our lesson from our
own failures and converted defeat into victory, why can't we
benefit from the failures of others?

"Barly next morning, cairrying with us pans and pokers, we
went tothe unit concerned and tried experiments on 1ts stove,
We kindled the fire, made repeated studles for several days,
and finally discovered the reasons for the half-raw rice, They
were the excesslvely vertlcal nature of the interlior walls of
the stove and the narrovmess of the pan., On the basis of the
experience acquired in the improvement of the hoof-like stove,
we dug out the interior walls of the stove, so that 1t took on
the shape of a drum, A4s a result, a full pan of rice was well
cooked,

"Failure and success are opposed and unified., The factor
of success is contained in failure. In doing anything we na-
turally hope for success, and not for failure, But in fact, in
order to achieve success we frequently cannot avoid a certain
amount of frustration and fallure. So long as we can stand
failure, are skilled in learning our lessons from our failures,
and humbly absord the experlences of others and the lessons
learned from tnem, defeat can be transformed into success,"

i There are a great many instances of the transformation of

failure into success, In the practice of wrestling, for ex-
ample, men of small bulld naturally cannot compete with those
of larger build., But having had the experience of taking on
T'ao Shun-yin (7118 7311 63892), K'ung Ch'ing=-lin (1313 1987
7207) stood up and said that we should
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fried pork slices with onions, fried eggs with onions, ete, I
took a personal part in pr:paring these dishes, into which I
put an especlally large quantity of spices, I felt strongly
that these dishes would be particularly relished by all com=
rades, To my surprise, three classes had left-overs on the
sscond day, and certain olasses did not want any of the food

. allocated to them on the third day., I was so amazed that I was

at a loss to know why there should have been such a change of

taste, : '

"Later the company commander ordered us to take part in
the unit's armed swimming, After swimming for something more
than 800 meters, I felt a stomach upset, sour liguids spurted
out of my throat, the smell of onlons went up into my head, I

- could not breathe well, and I held myself together only after a
strenuous effort, Upon landing, some comrades in my class %told
me how revolting the taste of onions could be to the stomach.
Only then did I realize why the comrades ceased to llike onions,
Military training in water i1s different from that on land, In
the former case the objective conditions have changed, and both
the physlologlical reactions and taste of comrades have changed.
Under these circumstances we are sure to recelve rebuffs if we
‘continue to act according to the old pattern,™

‘ Though the meeting had lasted more than two hours, the en-
thusiasm of those attending it was still very high, After con-
sultation with the Chairman, Ting Hsien-ming (0002 0341 2494),
the Counselor, adjourned the meeting,

Comrades gradually stepped out of the mecting place, but
‘%any comrades continued thelr discussion with undiminished ine-
.verest,

153

955096
| 380: 3530~D
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WISDOM COMES FROM PRACTICE

/[Following is a translation of an article by Sung
Lo=shan (1345 2867'14¥2) in th§ Chinese-languzge
periodical Hung-ch'i (Red Flag Peiping, No

24 March 19€5',£'meages 41517 ’ ’

In 1955 the leadership assigned me to do barracks work
in the Combined Services Department of the Wu-han forces, my
Principal responbility being that of making, purchasing, and
distributing furnishings and supplies, For the last ten years
I have visited many localities in nine provincesin the North
and South, purchased more than 200,000 barracks furnishings and
Supplies and several thousand cublc meters of timber, and han~
dled several million yuan without any question or serious mise
vakes, Glving me credit for setting a good record, comrades have
asked me what experiences I have gained, Thinking it over and
over again, I feel that 1f I have had any success or experience,
the basic thing I have done is to act strictly in accordance
with Chalrman Mao's teachings and guidance, ' :

Study of "Service for the People" and Ardent ILove
for Barracks lork

Originally connected with the pollice and guard service,
I had very low standards, had never worked in official organs,
and was especially unfamiliar with barracks work, ihen I first
came, I was confused by the blueprints of the barracks with
%heir white lines and greatly puzzled by the statistical charts
containing the names of tens of categories of furnishings and
Supplies, 3Being extremely troubled, I thought that I could not
perform the work, which seemed uninteresting in that 1t con-
Bisted of getting mixed up with tables, chairs, and benches, I
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Chinese Revolutionary War.," There Chairman Mao sald, "To learn
about war from war--this 1s our principal method, Those who do
not have the opportunity to enter school still can learn about
war, and that 1s from war 1tself, Revolutlonary war is the
concern of the masses of the people, who frequently do not
learn about it before engaging in it, but engage in it before
learning about 1t, and so acting is learning," /See Note/

[Tote/: Mao Tse-tung Hsuan-chl (Selected Works of Mao Tse=-
tung), Vol I, People’s Publishing Agency, 1952, 24 ed, page 174,

Thls passage from Chairman Mao has glven me very great
enlightenment, Formerly I did not know how to shoot, bayonet,
or throw bombs, Did I not learn all these from practice? For-
zerly I was unable to read a single word, but now I have higher
standards, Did I not acquire these from practice also? Now I
83111 know very little about barracks work, but if I practice
boldly enough and learn well enough, I am sure to give a good
performance, Therefore I made up my mind to learn while I en-
gage in my practical work,

In 1956 the leadership sent me to Hsin-hsiang, Honan, to
make barracks furnishings., This was the first time I had ever
sent out singlehandedly to undertake an iudependent task, and
I was charged with the expenditure of more than a million yuan
and the productlion of more than 100,000 barracks furnishings
and supplies, It was indecd a major operatlon, Iike a small
rabbit, I experienced incessant throbbings of my heart,

As I did not possess the rudiments of knowledge concern-
Ing the manufacture of the above-mentioned supplies, how was I
%0 go about 1t2 The thing to do was still to consult Chairman
Mao's works., Said he, "We must learn economic work from all
experts (no matter who they are), We should take them as our
teachers and learn from them respectfully and honestly, If we
do not know, we should not pretend to know.," /See Note/

/[Note/: "On the Dictatorship of the People's Democracy,"
ibid, Vol IV, People's Publishing Agency, 1960, page 1485,

This passage has had a tremendous effect on me, I
thought that all workers are experts and my teachers, VWhat
should I be afraid of before so many experts and teachers?

So, I moved from my hotel to the woodwork plant, actively par-
ticipated in its labors, and became one with its workers, A48
the latter performed their work, I watched them carefully, and
even when they were having thelr rest, I went over to seek
thelr advice,
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and joined with the workers in their labor of 1lifting, piling
up, and measuring timber, I also went to the river bank and
helped them.form rafts and carried water for them, I was cone
tented to purchase and eat some persimmons when I was too busy
%o have my regular meal, At times I soaked myself completely
in water all day until my hands and legs became white, On one
occasion I fell into the water and twisted my back, but I re=-
suned my work immediately after I climbed up.

Seeing that I was really interested in learning, the
workers took the initiative to help me and teach me to distin-
gulsh timber, check its measurements, and form rafts, They say
that fir and pine are easy to distinguish, as they generally
rot from the outside, but that round pine is not easy to dis-
tinguish, as it rots from the inslide, Timber which 1s becoming
black and spurts white sap from its two ends, the latter being
sleve-like, is rotten, That which gives out a flat sound when
hamzered is also bad timber, In checking measurements the mid=-
dle of the diameter of strips of timber and the smaller end of
the diameter of round timber should be measured, In forming
rafts the upper layer should be especlally strong and the lower

'+ layer tled together with fir strips, because fir 1is straight

and has great capacity for floatation,

The assistance extended to me by the workers has enabled
me to gain the profound understanding that the masses are our
true teachers and that if we only see to 1t that we really as-
Sume no air, are willing to becoms small students, and learn
from.them respectfully and honestly, we can acquirs any know-

edge,

In my purchasing work I have often met with transporta-
tion problems, At first I did not understand the laws of

. tracsportation and received many rebuffs., In 1962 I went to

" Pao-ch'uan-ling, Heilungkiang, to ship bed boards, Before I

set out I had made plans without the necessary know-how and .or-
dered two open cars on the train for the shipment., I had not
Tealized that the loading capacity of tnese cars was too small
for the boards and that wooden stakes, wiring, aand rainproof
cloth were also required, The cars in question were evidently

" unsuitable, But when automobiles were ordered, I could not

answer the questions of comrades of the transvortation station

f with regard to their makes, tonnage, and number,

Subsequently I made some 1nvestigations and studies in
Ho~kang, Lo~-pel, and Pao-ch'uan~ling, I carried my notebook

‘ with me to the railroad station, where I took down the loading

capacity and tonnage of each kind of rolling~stock, I also
Planned the method of loading on the basis of the specifica~-
tions of the boards and the capacity of the rolling-stock.
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attracted by furniture stores and what they can provide, and I
always note down whatever 1s sultable for purchase, Aifter see-
Ing a great deal, I can remember vhat is good, where it is ex-
pensive, and where 1t is reasonable, I can also determine how
good and how expensive barracks furnishings purchased by others
are,

For example, in 1964 our unit processed a batch of bed
boards in Hankow, the cost being 5.3 yuan per set. At a glance
I felt that it was too high, and after recalculating it with
the plant and making some on-the-spot experiments, it was agreed
%o reduce the price to 2,6 yuan. In September of the same year
the timber depot of Pai-sha-chou, Hupeh, supnlied to us 700 cu
m of round pine, After checking the measurements I discovered
that as much as 80% of the timber was rotten., Further consulta-
tion with the departments concerned and the performance of some
on-the-spot experiments resulted in exchanges for fresh timber
and rebates for that portion which had already been shipped out,

In the last few years 1t has been deeply recognized in
our work that if we Communists wish to win the victory of our
struggle for the understanding and transformation of the world,
we must gear our thinking to the laws governing the objective

+ external world, To this end, we must study hard the works of

Chalrman Mao, penetrate into social practices, that is to say,
get rid of our airs as cadres, walk out of the offices, make

* Investigations and researches, and learn with humility from the

nasses,

Rely on the Masses and Overcome Qur Difficultles

Dﬁring the last few years I have constantly been sent

: far away from the leadership to attend to business alone, and I

have frequently encountered many difficulties, “thenever I had

a difficulty, I studied Chairman lao's works, acted according

to his teachings and guldance, relied on the masses, and mobil-
ized them, thereby overcoming all my diffiiculties, I gained the
profound understanding that whatever the difficulties, they
would dlsappear, if I acted according %o Chairman Mao's direc-

- tlves and relied on the masses,

In April 1964 I ordered 5,000 sets of bed boards and
10,000 benches for holding them in =~ Lo-peil Hsien, Hellungkiang
Province, According to the contract the merchandise was to be
shipped in two installments at the end of June and that of July.
At the beginning of June I went to ‘Lo-pel again, to see how
the contract was being implemented and map out a plan for mak-

. Ing avallable four railroad cars for shipping back the first
« installment of the furniture, However, no sooner had I arrived
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the initiative the workers had taken to get close to me provid-
» ed an opportunity for carrying out the ideological mobiliza=-
tlon, 4s they also asked me to sing revolutionary songs, I
- told them that my voice is no good and that I could read some
of Chalrman Mao's works %o them. As soon as they heard this,
they were all the morc pleased, So, I went on to read to them
the article on "Service for the People" and the discussions on
the industrious and frugal building of the country and revival
through self-exertion, In coninectlion with the production of
bed boards I explained the necessity for the improvement of
* quality, which alone could extend the duration of the furni-
. ture, reduce the expenditure for national defense, and support
- the consrtuctlion of socialism, which is equivalent to the con-
crete service of the people,

At first some workers regarded the low quality of bed

' boards as unimportant., To this I answered, "The workers live in

“ the Northeast and are unfanlliar with the conditions of the

i South, When it is hot, and when there is only a single sheet or

* no sheet at all on the bed, a fighter cannot sleep well and the
sheet can easily bve worn out, if the bed board is not smoothly

. planed," I went on to say, "jhen you make the bed boards better

“ you are supporting the armed forces with " concrete action,

- ihen fighters sleep comfortably, they will have vigor in train-

» ing the men and in fighting, and they will be grateful to you

- Senior workers for your support,"” Then I asked, "Do you have

i relatives in the armed forces?" As the answer was affirmative,
I said, "Would it be right to let them sleep on poor bed boards?"

© At this the workers all laughed, saying that what I had sald was

© reasonable, They even tool: the initiative to work over the fur-

niture once more, Some even said, "Lao Sung, whatever you say

. goes, We will guarantee the quality."

ES

Following this, 2 mobilizatlon mass meeting was called,

a production contest based on comparison, emulation, catching
up, and help was held, and a guarantee was given for the quality
:of the bed boards, thus supporting the call of the armed forces,
- A% this time I penetrated further into the labors of the machine-
~ shops, When the workers proceeded with the relnforcement of the

bed boards, I served as a carrier and provided water for them
%00, Then my stomach trouble came back, with very severe pain,
but I continued to work and eat together with the workers,

I
Y N

’
]

“
w

. To enable them to study Chairman Mao's works better, I

. bought from the local bookstore more than ten volumes of these

" works and presented them to the workers, This stimulated their
vigor even more., To insure good quality, they took the initia-

la;’cive to organize small groups for the checking of guality.
iThrough their Increased effort, the bed boards were produced
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Our work in __ Lo~pel has given me a substantial educa-~
tlon, Said Chairman Mao, "Zach comrade should be enabled to
understand that so long as we rely on the people, believe firm-

» 1y that the creative power of the peovle 1s inexhaustible, .and

i in consequence have coniidence in them and become one with them,

; We oan overoome any diffioulty and no enemy can nrevall against

| us, but we can only prevall against him," [§ee Yotg7 This
passage has enlightened me even more profoundly.

; [ﬁot;7 "on the Coalition Government," ibid, Vol III,
People's Publishing Agency, 1953, 24 ed, page 1097.

Make Careful and Minute Calculations
and Save pvery Penny Ifor Soclalilsm

Those of us who undertake purchasing work have to handle
: money and materlals constantly., If they are careless to the
slightest degree, they are liable to be wasteful. How should
» Wwe go about it to accomplish the most with the least money? I
; have no other secret than the careful study of Chairman Mao's
. dlscussions on economy and the implantation of the thinking of
industrious and frugal army-building. Chairman Mao said, "The
principle of our accounting system is to save every penny for
the causes of war and revolution and for our economic construc-
tion, " /See Note/ The cadres of the Combined Services Depart-
. ment are the caretakers of the armed forces, To take good care
“ of them, these cadres must truly bring about industry and fru-
' gality according to Chalrman Mao's directives,

/Fote/: "Our Economic Policy," ibid, Vol I, page 129,

Each time I make a purchase for the barracks, I make a
careful calculation, to see if every farthing is devoted to
: tThe right expenditure and if the purchase is helpful to the so-
»clalist construction.

In 1964 I was in Lo~-pel to ship bed boards from the
?Ming-shan timber depot. Between coarse cords and wire, which
#1s cheaper for binding bed boards? I went to a hardware store
. to make an investlgatlon. I figured it out time and again, and
finally I found that the use of No 18 wire would cost only 5¢
‘per bundle and that wire takes up less space and can be reused.
»0n the other hand the use of coarse cords Would cost 5,5¢ per
tbundle. So, I chose the former,

o RS

On another occasion, when we processed a batch of three-
drawer desks in Hankow, the plant estimaued the amount of naills
required for each desk to weigh two liang, I got hold of one

+0f these desks and counted the number of nalls used on it, Then
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able to effect economy for our socialist construction.

On one occasion, when I was in Ma-ch'eng, Hupeh, to order
bed boards, I learned that they were reasonable and of good qual=-
ity in Kuei-shan. So, I decided to purchase them from the latter.
Unfortunately, however, it rained very hard for two consecutive
days, and there was no transport service between Ma-ch'eng and
Kuei~shan. After Studying Chairman Mao's directive that '"the
more difficult it is to get toa place,the more we should go there,”
I decided to defy the rain. But it was really difficult to travel
on the mountainous path, and I was so tired that I perspired all
over. After arriving in Kuei-shan, I got in touch with the unit
concerned even before I had a chance to have my lunch. I returned
to Ma-ch'eng on the same day after covering more than 80 li, with
one blister after another cropping up on my feet., Though I was
dog-tired, I felt very happy, because I had overcome my difficult-
ies according to Chairman Mao's teachings and guidance and succeed-
ed in ordering bed boards which suited us.

Those of us who undertake purchasing work must implant
the conception of loyalty to the state and adopt the total view-
point, In January 1965 I was in Nanking to ship bed boards.
For this purpose the Navigation Bureau placed at my disposal five
100-ton wooden boats. It was on the eve of the Spring Festival,
when traffic was very heavy between the city and the countryside.
To relieve this congestion, I tried to see if I could not set
aside one of the five vessels for public transport. So I went
aboard and made the necessary measurements to help me reach a
decision. At last the size of the hold, the height of the ves=~
sel, and the specifications of the bed boards convinced me that
four vessels would be sufficient for my purposes., When it came
to the actual loading, I gave my personal help to the workers,
piling up the boards without leaving any available space unfilled,
Finally it was confirmed that only four vessels were sufficient.
According to the contract, the use of one vessel less would not
involve any reduction of the freight. But it would mean the
saving of more than 600 yuan in tonnage cost for the navigation
department and so much more transport capacity for the state.

In my work I absolutely refuse to undertake anything
prejudicial to the state or collectives, and no matter how in-
significant the matter is, I never do anything to promote my
own private interest. When shipping bed boards from Nanchang,
the Business Department of the Nanchang Native Products Company
gave me one set of boards too many. I at once informed them of
the mistake and bought over the extra set at the price agreed
upone. Because of this additional set the export certificate had
also to be altered; otherwise it would be contrary to the rules
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a pushcart. The woman placed her children on it, but she herself refused to
get on. it, lest it be too heavy for me. I said that it was important to gain
time for the medical treatment and that if she also got on, we could go much
fasters I added that I would not mind being a little tired for the children's

sake. Theraupon she got on the cart.

. The ice is not all thawed in the Northeast in April,
Being afraid that the children might catch col, I tool off my
quilted coat and covered them with it, On the way their mothexr
never ceased to say, "The Liberation Army is concerned with the
geople in every respect' and "You are truly one of the true
ighters educated by Chairman Mao."

After they got home, her husband, an old worker by the
name of Sun Hsiang-shu (1327 4161 1859), being deeply touched,
held me with both hands and said, with tears in both eyes, that
1 vas dearer even than a brother, The woman waked up the elder
boy and told him to salute me, call me a good uncle from the
Liberation Army, and becore a member of the army when he grew
up., Seeing that it was gettinz late, the couple begged me to
stay overnisht, but I said, "Don'®t mind me, Hurry up with the
treatment of your children, which is more important than anything
else.,' Subsequently the coupk wrote to thank me and gave me
the good news of their children's full recovery.

In the last few years I have visited several provinces
and regions north and south, and I have never missed an oppor-
tunity to help the masses. On trains I pass bowls of rice and
water to passengers. In hotels I take advantage o« my morning
and evening leisure to sweep the floor and clean spittoons. In
public mess halls I help the culinary staff wash tbe dishes and
wipe the tables, In nublic latrines I clean up whenever I find
dirt, Wwhen I do my shopping, I help others load and unload,

In a barber shop, when there are many waiting to have their
hair~cuts, I help with the sanitary work, I have swept streets
in Amoy, Fukien, hotels and streets in Nanchang and Chi-an,
Kiangsi, hostels in Nan-ching Munid pality, Hunan, and waiting
rooms in stations in Chia-mu-ssu and Harbin, I have al
cleaned up streets and lanes in the residential areas for work-
ers?' families in Lo-pei Hsien, Heilungkiang Province,

The sweeping of the ground is superficially a trifle.
However, ome sweeping gets one much closer to the masses, In
Lo-pei, when my clothes were dirty, they were secretly washed
by comrades; when it rained, my raincocat was delivered to me at
the site of my work; when it was cold, het water was of fered to
me as soon as the masses saw me getting water from the well to

wash my face; when I sle;fqt on the table, a newly-wed worker
forced" me to use his comforter; when 1 was sick, workers' de-

- 77 -







b, ' e g s .

nights on end, Such tragic livd ng was not concluded until 1945
thwhen my native town was liberated, Since then I have had the
, Sweet taste of the new society.

In 1947 I joined the Liberation Army. With the education
. provided by the party, I have increased my class conscious ness
¢ uninterruptedly, understood a number of revolutionary principles,
» and learned that the wise leadership of the party and Chairman
Mao has been responsible for liberating the poor and cmnverting
them into masters of their own house, and comprehended that only
., by perpetually listening to the words of Chairman Mao and fol-
y lowing the Communist party can the poor obtain their thorough
, liberation,

As a result, from the bottom of my heart, I have had an
; ardent love for the Communist party and Chairman Mao. Since
g then I have begun to study some of Chairman Mao's books and to
l:denve revolutionary principles from them, In 1960 the Enlarged
Conference of the Military Council issued the call, "Hold algdft
, the red flag of Mao Tse-tung's thinking and really acquire it."
Then I paid more attention to the study of Chairman Mao's works
in coordination with my ovn thinking and worke

These works have given me new strength and made my think-
. ing and work shov a new face. The mare I study them, the more
“anxious I am to study them. I fecl uncomfortable and cannot
| sleep if I stop doing so even for one day. When we have a class
»feeling toward Chairman Mao's works and are self-conscious in
»studying them, the question of the time of study can als o be
bsolved, My study has reached such a stage that it is continued

‘whether I am sent out on a mission or remain in_my office,
whether my environment is good or bad, whether I am busy or not

so bugy, I am all the more in need of the guidance of Mao Tse-
tung's thinking; otherwise I would te unduly busy and I might
even get sick. I make it a rule to read Chairman Mao's books
~everyday without change, even though my enviromment may undergo
¢ change.
v In study ing Chairman Mao's works I frequently think over
questions cropping up in my own work and ponder how they should
:be solved.with the help of Chairman Mao's thinking, Once I
think it through, I lay aside the book and just act according
to his directives, In the course of my work I try to find out
which part of it is and which not consistent with these direc-
ftives, Wwhen I have done right, I again consult Chairman Mao's
| works to see why I have done right, and when I have not done
iright, I also consult these works to get at the reason for
gmy failure. As a result of this sustained study I can accumu-
plate good thinking and methods of work and continue to consol-
jidate them and improve them, Wherever I have erred, I can learn
; .
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I have merely begun with the study of Chairman Mao's works., In my
¥ thinking and work I still have many defects. Hereafter I am determined to
follow the directives of Comrade Lin Piao (2651 1753) by carrying on the
» revolution and studying Chairman Mao's works for the rest of my life, and

£ I must succeed in acquiring Mao Tse-tung's thinking.

6096
'C80: 3530-D
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DIALECTICS IN DAILY WORK

[Following is a translation of a group of articles
in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i
(Red Flag), Peiping, No. L, 2L March 1966, pages

52-56]

The Skill of Fire Tending

By Wang Plei-chien (3769 101l 1696), orderly,
teachers' study class, K'ai-feng special
district office

After graduatinz from senior middle school last year, I became
an orderly at the teachers' study class, K'ai-feng special district,
and worked as/fireman. When I saw the old workers spreading the coal
in the furnace and making the fire roar so easily, I thought it a
simple matter, and promised to undertake the job. Though the leader-
ship warned me that I must learn the work in spite of the difficul-
ties, I paid no attention.

I reported for work the next day. It looked simple, but was
hard to do. I could not regulate the flame. ZEither a pot of rice
porridge was burnt, or the bread was not done after LO minutes of
steaming. TFinally, the old workers had to help me. Thus passed the
first day. It was even worse in the next few days. One or both of
the two fires tended by me would go out. I was worried all day long.
My cblleagues composed a poem to ridicule me. I became even more de-
pressed and wanted to quit. '

Fortunately, the leadership promptly pointed out the source of
my trouble and urged me to study Chairman Mao's works more. I stu-
died again "Serving the People" and "the Fool Moving the Mountain!" to
find out why I could not tend the fire properly, and I realized that,
first of al1, I failedé}ink up fire tending and the revolution, I
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I studied some dialectics in middle school. But, as I did not
put it to practice, I could only recite the concepts. Now that I
have put it to practice and produced good results, I have become more
interested in learning. However, I have only begun to practice it,
and I am still far from adequate. Hereafter I will continue to study
Chairman Mao's works and make greater contributions in my work.

"Alright" and "Not Alright"

By Huang Yu-ming (7806 3768 2L9L), secretary of
the first company of a certain unit, Libera-
tion Army

In our work, there is often the problem of "alright" or "not
alright. )

When I first came to the company as a secretary, I was not fa-
miliar with the work, my academic level was low, and the standard of
the unit was high., I thought: "Impossible, I cannot do secretarial
work!" When the leadership asked me to write something, I devoted my

entire enerzy to it, but my work still ended up as a "reject." I was
discouraged, could not sleep at night, and thought it impossible for
me to continue. At this time, the company leader encouraged and edu-
cated me, enlightened me with Chairman Mao's words, and enabled me to
realize that man's correct thinking could only come from social prac-
tice. One must not wait until one has learned the skill before doing
the work, but must learn while doing the work, Thus, my mind was cla-
rified., Thereafter, according to Chairman Mao's words, I rallied my
courage.

In my work, I constantly learned from my comrades and the old
secretaries in regard to writing reports and materials and safekeep-
ing and recording documents. I visited other units to learn from
their experience, how they investigated and studied, and how to grasp
the essence from the voluminous data. I asked for advice from others
before writing a report and asked them to correct my writing. I then
compared my own writing and their corrections, After some time, I
gradually learned the work.

By this time, as I had basically mastered the pattern of se-
cretarial work and learned some of the methods, I became sel.f-satis-
fied. The result was an unfavorable effect on my work? Why was it
so? 1Hth this question in mind, I studied the viewpoint of splitting
one into two and analyzed myself. I realized that, when one found
oneself "alright" in one's work, one must not fail to see where one
was still "not alright." It was a relative matter. One might be
"alright" by the low standard, but '"not alright" by the high standard;
"alright" when compared with the novices, but "ot alright" when com-
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waiting for it to be completed. The task was not successfully com-
pleted, and they became more and more severed from the masses. Vhat
was the problem here?

I again sought the answer from Chairman Mao's works. Chairman
Mao said that a communist party member "must manifest his positivity
concretely in all aspects and produce a vanguard and exemplary effect.
("The Position of the Citinese Communist Party in the National War,"
op. cit., volume 2, page 509, People's Publishingz House, second edi-
tion of 1952). In other words, in any task, we must unite with the
large masses, fighting alongside them, sharing the bitter and the
sweet, and leading them in attack, Instead of '"herding" the horses
with a whip, the cadres must serve as the leaders of the herd. Ins-
tead of sitting as lords over the masses, they must be common sol-
diers fused into the masses. They can understand the desires and
difficulties of the masses and gain their trust and support. They
can activate the masses, take the lead, and complete the tasks suc-
cessfully.

The two kinds of conditions described above are the result of
violating Chairman Mao!s instructions consciously or unconsciously.
Superficially, they seem to be completely different, but, essentially,
they have a point in common -- severance Ifrom the masses and viola-
tion of Chairman Mao's instructions. Therefore, both are wrong.

For this reason, vwe must oppose 'working alone'" and we must
take the lead in our work. It means believing in and relying on the
masses; it means taking the lead and activating the masses.

“Hsdom increases with experience. In this semester, I have
been guarding against "working alone" and striving to "take the lead."
By following Chairman Mao's instructions, the propagzanda tasks are
performed more successfully and rapidly. Truly Chairmen Mao's ideo-
logy produces an instantaneous effect!

Be in an Active Position when
Directing Traffic

By Liu Chieh (OL91 2638), civil police, communi-
cations third middle team, Public Security
Bureau, Ch'ang-ch'un Municipality

We must occupy an active position in any task, and this is
true with traffic directing. As long as we continue to investigate
and study, and familiarize ourselves with the characteristics of the
different types of traffic, we will free ourselves from the passive
situation of "traffic tie-up" and make it flow smoothly.

In the past, when I was directing traffic, "traffic tie-up"
often occurred, and I was so confused that I almost caused accidents
. by my directing. When studying "on Practice," I came across the fol-
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SIMPLICITY OR COMPLEXITY?

[Following is a translation of an article by Hsu

Yungz-te (1776 3056 1795) and Ku Shu (7357 5289)

in the Chinese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i
éRecsi l;lag), Peiping, No. L, 2l March 1966, pages
7-59

Simplicity and complexity are a pair of contradictions. In
technical innovatuon, what is their condition? For example, should
a machine be simple or complex? Is the development of machinery to-
ward simplicity or complexity? "“hen improving the machine designing,
how should the relationshin between them be handled? ™e feel that
analyzing such problems with materialist dialectics will be most
helpful to the deployment of technical revolution and technical inno-
vation.

The handling of the conflict between simplicity and complexity
in the reform of the liquid pressure control box (i-ya ts'ao-tsung
hsiang 3210 1090 2347 L4912 L4630) by the workers and technicians of
the Shanghal Machine Factory serves as an enlightenment to us. After
a long period of effort and many changes, they have brought the con-
trol box to an advanced level. In the process, they adhered to the
viewpoint and method of splitting one into two and solved many con-
flicts, including the conflict between simplicity and complexity, in
the structure of the control box.

Generally speaking, machineries develop from the simple to the
complex, With the development of production, the functional and mea-
surement standards of the objects processed become ever higher. Pri-
mitive and simple machines general.ly camnot process the parts for

precision machines., Nevertheless, can we thus come to the conclusion

that the complex is better than the simple under all conditions and
that,the more complex, the better it is? The staff and workers of
the Shanghai Machine Factory answered this question in their remo-
delling of the control box.
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pended on the concrete conditions and on whether production would be
promoted. It would be just as wrong to feel that any complicated
article, under any condition, could be turned into a simple article,
without concrete analysis.

Since they could not combine the second pair of valves, they
thought of combining the two boxes - the control and the rotary boxes.
After repeated study, every one felt that it could be done, because
many of the parts and pipe lines of the two boxes could be combined.
It would eliminate the rotary box and save material and labor, and
improve the functioning of the control box. The two originally sepa-
rate boxes were not be put together mechanically, but to be linked
together organically, similar to the new matter and its new function
after combining two chemical elements. In other words, turning the
- complex into the simple does not mean the elimination of a few parts.
It means clarifying the reason for the complexity, concretely analyz-
ing the concrete conditions, remodelling the structure of some of the
parts or the whole, and elevating their functioning. Of course, the
structure of the combined box was more complex than either of the
single boxes. Thus, the workers encountered new difficulties. Pin-
pointing at the problem, they again remodelled the structure of the
new box. Thus, after many changes, the control box became lighter
and handier.

The innovation process of the control box, turning it from a
complex to a simple structure, tells us clearly that the simplicity
of the whole is attained from the complexity of the parts. The
structure of the combined valve, or combined box, is naturally more
complex than the single valve or single box. But such partial *“com-
plexity'" is not complex in the original sense. In other words, the
parts are more complex, but such complexity contains the simplicity
of the whole; the whole is greatly simplified, but such simplicity is
a simplicity of a higher level and contains the complexity of the
parts. The simplicity of the whole is our goal, while the complexity
of the parts is the means to attain it. If we fail to understand the
relationship between the simple and the complex of the whole and the
parts, and if we feel that the simpler a machine, the better it is,
seeking simultaneous simplicity 1 %Qe whole and the parts, the
structural innovation ol the control/will be hard to accomplish. Two
zero's cannot be added into one. If one part must produce the effect
of two, its structure has to be more complex. Naturally, our under-
standing of objective matters gradually intensifies. After the crea-
tion of certain conditions, it is not impossible to simplify the
combined part.

Then, by attaining the simplicity of the whole through the
complexity of the parts, why was the combining of the two boxes
successful while that of the "directional" and "lead" valves unsuc-
cessful? The answer is that, under certain concrete conditions, the
complexity of the parts must not exceed certain limits, All matters
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BRING FORTH POLITICS AND OPPOSE
COMPROMISE-ISM

[Following is a translation of a reader's letter
from Ni Chih-hung (0242 1807 2837) in the Chi-
‘nese-language periodical, Hung-ch'i (Red Flag),
Peiping, No. L, 2L March 1966, pages 59-61]

Comrade Editor:

I wish to report a condition to you and hope you will organize
a discussion in your publication. It is briefly as follows:

A worker comrade of a brother plant visited me while I was re-
cuperating in hospital. Ile informed me that his plant party commis-
sioner was in the process of organizing the staff and workers to de-
bate on the relationship between politics and production skill. I
remarked that the plant party commissioner was foresighted because he
was practicing the Marxist-Leninist leadership method, and compatible
with the Mao Tse-tung ideclozy. He then said that his workshop also
deployed a debate. %hen I asked him about the result, he said: "I
am indignant over the result. The majority of our workers feel that
politics is the commanding general and tlie soul while production skill
is something secondary and should be subordinated to politics. A
minority opposed us. However, our party branch secretary (the politi-
cal dlrector, my comments are in parentheses) criticized both sides
when summarizing, saying: !'You are all one-sided and fail to observe
the problems with the spllttinc one into two method (meaning he alone
knew how to split one into two, but please observe how he did it).

The relationship between politics and production is a dialectic one.
(How pleasant are such words! Do Marxism-Leninism and the Mao Tse-
tung ideology not stress dialectics?). Politics must serve production,
while production must also serve politics. The two form a dialectic
unity and mutually serve each other. Emphasis on either will be one-
sided. (These words are not novel at all; the Marxlst-Lemnlsts have
long criticized this viewpoint. )!"
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mise-ism. e must firmly and thoroughly expose their true features
and leave no market or territory to them. Only so will we wipe out
the obstacles to bringing out polities, strengthen the proletarian
political atmosphere, raise high the great red banner of the Mao Tse-
tung ideology, bring the socialist revolution and socilalist construc-
tion ocsuse to & suoccess, and render a greater support to the world
proletarian revolution.

At present, the party organizations of &ll levels, the various
units, and the various occupations and fields are in the process of
studying and discussing the problem of bringing politics out and de-
ploying a debate over it. The center of the debate is the relation-
ship between politics and economic, technical,, and other business
tasks. The essence of the debate is the struzzle between the prole-
tarian and the bourzeoils ideologies, between the socialist and the
capitalist paths, and between the Marxist-Leninist and the opportunist
~political lines. The debate involves the fundamental problem of pro-
moting the proletarian and eliminating the bourgeois. Therefore, its
realistic and theoretical significances must not be underestimated.

In the debate, the bourgeois views of some people, such as
ignoring or demoting politics, "economics first," "technology deter-

" mining all," "production tasks first," etc., have encountered, or are
encountering, stern criticisms. One may say that such erroneous view-
points produce very little attraction. At this crucial period, those
who come forward with erronecous compromise-ist views are wasting their
effort. But since there are such views, we should hold a debate. I
hope that the party publications and newspapers will discuss this pro-
blem.

Such a debate will be an excellent thinz, for it will. be simi-
lar to a big lecture on Marxism-Leninism and the Mao Tse-tung ideology
attended by the people of the entire nation. It will greatly promote
the proletarian ideology and eliminate the bourgeois ideology and make
the masses follow more firmly the socislist path, raise hisher the
great red banner of the Mao Tse~tung ideology, and criticize and smash
more effectively the many types of opportunist thinking., Consequently,
a newer transformation will appear in the spiritual features of the
people and a tremendous material power will rise, hastening the so-
cialist construction and promoting the advance and above-norm comple-
tion of the third five-year plan.

Firmly bring out politics; oppose compromise-ism!

Long live Marxism-Leninism!

Long live the Mao Tse-tung ideology!

Tith my revolutionary salute,
Ni Chih-jung
Communist party member and executive secre-
tary, political department, state operated
Tung-an machine plant, Harbin Municipality.
2 March.
6080 - END -
C30: 3530-D
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