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THE REVOLUTION IN HISTORIOGRAPHY MUST BE CARRIED
TO THE VERY END

/[Following is a translation of an article by Yin
Ta (1438 6671) in the Chinese-language periodical
Hung-ch'i (Red Flag), Peiping, No 3, 1966,/

(Prefatory Note: This article was written in Aug 1964.
Only individual textual revisions have been made for its pub-
licatlon at this time,

Some erroneous tendencies in the study of historiography
mentioned In the article were then investigated only as a kind
of social phenomena, and no criticisms were made by name, HKow-
;ver, some erroneoug tendencies referred to here are based on

acts,

Comrades are requested to express thelr views as to
whether the article is correct in its attitude toward the revo-
lution in historiography. )

4, History Must Be Restudied In Its Entirety

To bring about the liberation of the proletarliat, Marx
and BEngels made an exploration of the theorlies of philosophy,
political economy, and socialism, established the revolutlonary
theoretical system of Marxism, and armed the proletariat ldeo-
logically, thereby stirring up the high tide of the movement ol
Communism, They created the histcrical interpretation of his-
tory based on historical materialism, wrote a series of exem-
plary historical works, and converted historlography into a
true sclence, /See Note/ |

[Note/: See Ejygels: "To K. Schmidt" (5 sugust 1890), llawx
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theories of history, distorted the history of their owm coun-
tries and that of the relations between their own countries and
the peoples of neighboring countries, Modern revisionlists, dis-
carding the basic revolutionary principles of Marxism=-Leninism,
have succeeded to the theories of old revisionlsts, and they
have practlically become the tools of o0ld colonialism as well as
neo-colonialism, Now modern revisionists have infiltrated their
theories into the study of the party history, the history of
workers' movements, and that of international relations, They
are also engaged in the arbitrary revision of history., 1In fact
the theories of modern revisionists with regard to history are
nothing new, They have been taken from the exploiting class,
However, they use the label of iarxism to decelive the people,

In this way they can all the more easily confuse the minds of
the people and produce an effect which could not be produced by
the reactlonary theories of the capitalist class with regard to
history, 1If thelr essence were not recognized and their poison
ellminated, they would inevitably vLecome an internal corrodent
infiltrated ;Ainto Marxist historiography.

In the realm of historiography we must resolutely carry
on an irreconciladle strusgle with imperialist, reactionary na-
tionalist, and modern revisionist theories of historiography.
Only thus can we recognize the true face of history and eluci-
date the inevitable laws of historical development, This is a
solemn and glorious task imposed on contemporary workers in
Marxist historiography,

These workers should, in accordance with the scientific
Interpretation of history, engage in the strict criticism of
the historigraphical heritages of all the countries of the
world and write scientific history books, ¥We belleve that in
the agze of Mao Tse-tung, under the leadership of Marxism-Leninism
. and Mao Tse=tung' s thinking, our workers in historiography will
cervainly succeed in fulfilling this historic mission,

B, Class Strugzle on the Historlographical ZFront

Our criticism of the historiographical heritage of the
exploiting class is a strugzle for the selzure of the battle-~
ground of historiographical theories from the hands of the ex-
ploiting class and a constituent part of the struggle for the
rise of proletarianism and the destruction of capitalism, 1. e.,
the struggle between the two roads of socialism and capitalism.

In the modern age all kinds of reactionary capitalist
Thinking on historiography have followed in the wake of imperi-
alism's inroads and combined with the feudal thinking on histo-
rlography to form the reactionary historiography of the semi=-
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nade a measure of progress, There are also others who, though
they have superficially set aside thelr anti-llarxlst merchandlse,
have remained unchanged in the depth of thelr thought., TFor ex=-
ample, those who regarded ILi Tzu-ch'eng (2621 5261 2052) as a
roving bandit yesterday cannot but admit that he was a leader of
the peasant rebelllion; but in their writings they continue in a
concealed and round-about way to slander this leader of the
peasant rebellion, Those who boosted the way of Ch'eng (4453)
and Chu (2612) yesterday cannot but admit that that was feudal
Confucianism; but by playing on the so-called "method of ab=-
stract succession," they continue to spread the way of Ch'eng
and Chu, They are seemingly lMarxized, but if & serious anal-
ysis of their academic thinking is in fact made, thelr "iarx-
lzation" is confined merely to certain Marxist phraseology.

During the Revolution of the Xew Democracy, the left wing
of the capitalist historians were increasingly dissatisfied with
the reactionary rule of the large landlord and capitallist class,
Politically they became the allies of the revolution, This
positive political factor influenced their academic viewpoints
to a certaln extent and provided their academic thinking with a
certain progressive aura, Though thelr world conception was
st111 that of the capitalist class, historical studies made by
them In certain respects produced some effect at that time,

They had of course their part to play in the victory of the
Revolution of the New Democracy, and they were of course in the
ranks of the victorious forces,

However, we must recognize the victory of the Revolution
0of the New Democracy, not as that of this or that capitalist
theory, but as that of Marxism-Leninism and of Mao Tse-tung's
thinking, The victory of the Revolution of the New Democracy
opened the new era of the socialist revolution, 7ith the pene=
tration of the socialist revolution, the capitalist thinking on
historiography has become the stumblig-block impeding the ad-
vance of historiography.

Said ‘Jomrade Mao Tse-tung, "Though the soclalist trans-
formation o. our country, from the standpoint of the ownership
system, hag been baslcally completed and the large-scale mass
struggle of a stormy nature during the revolutionary era has
basically concluded, the remmnants of the the landlord and con-
prador class, which has bteen overthrown, still exist, the capit~
allst olass is still there, and the petlt capitalist class is
Just being reformed, The class struggle has not yet been con=-
cluded, The class strugzle between the proletariat and the cap-
italist class, the class struggle between the various political
forces, and the class struggle between the proletariat and the
capltalist class in ideology gre stlll_protracted, tortuous, and
at times even very violent,™ zgee Note
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rewrlte history in its entirety, this spirit of belng courageous
enough to engage in the revolution and to strugcsle is indeed
extremely preclous,

Under these circumstances the right wing of capltalist
‘historians would hesitate to oppose openly the vnarty's academic
policles or to counter Marxism openly with the theories of ex-
freme ldealism, They frequently make a gesture of supporting
the party's academic policles but do thelr best to lean toward
the right and even adopt the dual trick of openly complying but
secretly dissenting, 'Then the leadershlp rectifies mistakes in
academic studlies made within its own ranks, the above-mentioned
capitalist historians do thelr best to exagserate certain of
these mistakes, seeking to deny totally the party's class pol-
leles and the Marxist criticisms of capitalist historiography.

At this stage the majority of the right wing of capitalist
historians did not adopt the formula of the extreme i1dealist con-
ception of history, but participated in the academic controver-
sles as Marxist historiographical theorists, Superficially they
resorted to the phraseology of classiecal writers, but in fact
they sought to deprive Marxist theories of thelr revolutionary
nuclel, Thelr words were very persuasive, but thelr intentions

very unseemly,

" Between 1959 and 1962, owing to the destructive activ-
1ties of modern revisionists and the serious natural calamities,
Wwe encountered tempcrary economic difficulties., During this
perlod a large number of ugly monsters made thelr appearance,
and the class strusggle in the realm of historiography became
acute, For several years there raged the struggle vetween the
two roads of the proletariat and the capitalist class, in dealing
with the party's academic policies, in many controversies on
questions of historiography, and in the method of academic study.

In the study of history, as 1n other academlc fields, we
adopted the plan of "the contention of a hundred schools of
thought, " with a view to clarifying right and wrong through re-
current debate gradually, developing the Marxist science of his-
tory, and eliminating step by step the feudal and capitalist
thinking an historiography., This is an unshakable, positive,
and proletarian class policy. On the part of the capitalist
historians, however, they sought to convert this policy into one
of setting the capitalist class free, However they "contended,"
they could not be criticized, If you criticized them, it "inter-
fered" with their "contention," it was tantamount to prohibit-
ing them from "contending," and it contravened the proposition
of "letting a hundred schools of thought contend,” Did not an
ldeological class struggle exist here?






other hand the minority of youths who follow closely in thelr
footsteps are regarded by them as geniuses, on whom thelr hope
is pinned, They are greatly boosted and endlessly pralsed and

are trained as revolutionary successors,

We advocate the "guidance of history by theory." That is
to say, we must study history with the guidance of larxism-
Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thinking, make a scientific analysis
of large masses of historical facts, and oppose the capitalist
conception of history that "historical facts should be for the
sake of historical facts" and that "historical material is his=-
tory," This is very clear policy. However, some capitalist
historlans distort the "guidance of history by theory" into the
"substitutlion of history by theory" and attack the former vio=-
lently, They place theory and historical fact in opposite posi=-
tions, Nominally they “respect historical facts," but in fact
they practice their belief that "historical material is his=-
tory.," They ‘one-sidedly exaggerate the role of "research,"
seeking to boycott Marxist theories with research, Is their ob-
.Ject here not to eliminate the guldance of the science of his-

- tory with Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse-tung's thinking?

The unification of a high degree of revolutionary char-
acter and a high degree of scientific character is an inherent
characteristic of Marxism, But certain capitalist historians
'8plit revolutlonary .and scientific character, They assert that
now "there 1s only revolutionary character and no scientific
character,”" and that "there ig either revolutionary or scientis-
ic character." ZILet us ask, Away from the revolutionary theories
of Marxism what scientific history is there? Is this not re-
sistance to Marxism?

e say that the class viewpoint 1s the nucleus of his-
torical materialism and that in the study of the history of so-
clety there must be class analysis, the concrete analysis of
class contradictions and the class struggle, Certain historiu: .
say, however, "Class analysis is not a panacea" and "the study
of primitive history does not require class analysis," seekinz
to deny that class analysis is the basic method for studying
social history., Let us ask, Can we apply the so-called super-
Class viewpoint to the study of the history of a class soclety?
Is not the slander of the working people in history books for
generations not the class viewpoint of the exploiting class?
Let us ask, Without understanding the theories of Marxism and
wilthout applying Marxism to class analysis, how can we under-
stand the true process of primitive soclety from its condition
without classes to one with classes?

A historian has satirized the manuseript of a book on
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No, we cannot. Some people quote verbally from llarxism, bdbut
the depths of theilr souls are still In the kingdom of capital=
ist intellectuals and even retain the old hablts of feudal
scholars, If this thinking and feeling were not changed, they
would still be fllled with the memories of emperors, xings,
commanders-in~chief, and prime ministers as well as literary
men, without a trace of the working peopla How could they write
the true history of the working people? iow could they really
study Marxism-Leninism and !}ao Tse-tung's thinking?

Comrade Mao has said, "The great majority of our intel-
lectuals of today have sprung from the old society and the fam-
ilies of non-working people., Though some may have come from
the familles of workers and peasants, what they had received
before the liberation was capitalist education, their world
outlook was baslcally that of the capltalist class, and they
were intellectuals belonging to the capitalist class, If these
people do not get rid of their past and change into the prole-
tarian world conception, their viewpoint, attitude, and feeling
will differ from those of the worker and peasant, they will not
be able to get along with workers and peasants, and the latter
will not speak to them from their hearts.," /See Note/

[Note/: "Talk at the Jational Conference of tie Chinese
Communist Party on Propaganda VWork," op cit, page 508.

If they do not have a common attitude and feeling with
the working people, it is difficult for them to understand the
truth that "history has been created by the working people."
Under the control of the attltude and feeling of the exploiting
class, 1t 1s impossible to write the history of the working
people, but what is sought can only be fame, position, remu-
neration for contributions to publications, living, and even
the "protection" with the help of some friends of what they
call their "theories,"

As Comrade Mao Tse-tung aptly put it, our thinking and
feeling must "undergo change and transformation," "we must
change from one class to another," and "without this change,
without this transformationf nothing can be accomplished, and
everything is inaccessible," /See Note/

/Tote/: "Talk at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art,"
op cit, page 853,

If our workers in historlography really wish their atti-
tude, viewpolint, thinking, and feeling to undergo change and

really desire to turn from the side of the capitalist class to
that of the proletariat, they . must join the flamboyant class
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trained a large number of cadres for the work of historiography,
written quite a few works, and conducted a theoretical strugzle
in our work, However, 1f we make a careful examination, how
have we fulfilled our tasks? To what extent has the army of
historlography been Marxized? In those works Jjust mentloned,
how much Marxism 1s there? Is this not worthy of our deep
thought? If we do not transform our attitude, viewpoint, think-
ing, and feeling thoroughly, the tasks of Marxist historiog-
raphy cannot be fulfilled, If we go on half-heartedly, it will
be greatly worth our while to consider for which class we are
fulfilling our tasks,

We have absolutely no objection to the statement that
"we have to study." On the contrary, we advocate real study.
But we are opposed to the static and isolated method of study-
ing and to the bookworm's attitude of "studying for the sake
of studying." The latter would only lead to ignorance and

haziness,

. As we see 1t, the first thing is to read the live book
contained in the realistic class struggle, This is a book
really worth reading, Although not yet written up and bound
Into a book, it contains the description of the attitude, view-
polnt, and feeling of each class and each individual in the so=-
clal struggle which has been written up in thelr words and in
thelr actions, This is a book putting the theories of the
Xarxist class struggle together with the realistic class strug-
gle itself, It is live Marxism, Only by understanding this
"live book" can we convert the Marxism which we learn from
books into something our own and verbal Marxism into live Marx-
ism enacted in the realistic struggle.

Only after we have studled through this "live book" is it
possible to read the books which have already been written up
end to discover from the voluminous old history books the great
deeds of the working veople in creating history and the impor-
tant role of their generations of class strugzle in pushing
ahead the development of history.

Oomrade Mao Tse=-tung sald that young people "are quite
like the sun at 8:00 or 9:00 in the morning. Our hope is pinned
on you," /See Note/ Our young workers in historiography should
gssume an especially Important responsibility in the difficult
historiographical revolutiom, Therefore they need all the more
the serious study of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Tse~tung's thinke-
ing, and they should forge themselves in the realistic class
strug:sle, The present movement of socialist education is pre-
clsely a class struggle in the course of the development of the
soclalist soclety, It is a significant revolutionary movement,
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