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-···················· 
LETTERS 
From the People 
Comm£nta from readers on current 

topics are cordially lnvlt•d: th~ir 
opinions, however, do not neceseni:Jy 
reprceent the viewat · of the China 
Monthllt' R1Wiuo. 

---------------
Old Friends 

To the Editor : 

I learned from your last issue that 
the Review wil l soon close. I f ee l 
great sorrow at parting with my old 
friend of the past 20 years. I si n­
cerely hope lhal you wi II resume pub ­
lication when your financial situation 
becomes better. 

Chiaolung University, 
s~.anghai. 

To the Editor : 

WU CHING-Tl. 

I a111 very sorry to learn that the 
Rrvicw will close 

For rno re than a century, the his · 
tory of China !ias been distor ted by 
the foreign ' ·China experts" and the 
don ' e~tic " learned men" like Lin Yu­
l ang and Hu Shih, bringing about a 
scornful and disdainful attitude of for­
eigners toward China' s traditions and 
civilization and her people. 

Now the Revi ew has done much for 
the goGd .; f China and ils closure. is a 
great loss lo China and the peace ­
loving peop les throughout the world. 

I am anxious lo know our editors' 
plans: to reside in China or re turn to 
their respec tive fatherlands? If our 
ed •l ors stay on in China, we, the peo­
ple of China, shall give them a warm 
welcome for they have done much and 
will do more in fa<or of China's peace -
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ful cu ltural construct ion. If they re­
turn to their country, we beg them to 
bring the facts aboul the brilFvn'. l'IC­

cess made in China since liberation so 
as to clear the mis leading conc~~tions 
about China and establi sh true friend­
ship among the peopies, who share 
the same ideas with the Chine~' 
people- that of lasting peace. 

SHIH CHIA-WEI. 
Shanghai . 

To the Editor : 

I have been a 1·eader (and occa· 
sional· contributor) of your Review si nce 
1919, so I deeply regret l o read your 
c iosure announcement. 

While regretting that il has to be 
closed for reasons you have men tioned 
in the announcement, I has Len to add 
that tht Review has con<'~1~n lly and 
courageously put up a good fight for 
high standards and ideals in inlerna­
lionai relationsh ips and has done more 
than calculab le in bring ing a~oul a 
proper understanding between the 
people's China and the people's 
America. 

HUBERT S. LIANG 
Wu Anhwei 

To the Editor: 

I was awfully sorry lo learn of the 
closure of the Review- an unexpected 
end to its continuous publi ca tion for 
decades. Being one of the readers, I 
wish to be informed, if il would not 
inconvenience you, what you ..:ire going 
lo do in China or in some other place. 

I am much obl iged to you for your 
kind help through which I have made 
good progress In writing Eng lish and 
have been able lo tell people ail over 
the world the developments taking 
place in the liberated Fukien. 

HO TUN-SUN 
Foochow 

To the Editor: 
I was shocked at your decision to 

close lhe Review and- I am very, very 
sorry to learn that for the present 
there seems to be no way to remedy 
your fi nancial situation. 

have been doing all these years for the 
Ch inese people's struggle for liberation 
in part icular and for lasting world 
peace in general, and you have every 
reason lo be proud of this noble cause. 

However, the progressive mankind in 
the world wil I never forget what you 

There is nothing more dearly cherish­
ed in man's heart 'than· the deter­
mination lo maintain wo rld peace and 

r
Th~-. R~·;];~~d--;~-;~~--For~~rd __ 

the Edito r · most dangerous spots, on the cliffs 
From Chengtu, Szechuan, nortli- al Ch1eh Hs1ah Ho and P~ Miao Kon, 

ward to Huehyang, Shensi, there workers, secured by safety belts stand, 
runs a l ine of 4 50 ki lometers and one foot on the rock smface and the 
more in length; here near ly 1,000 0ther over ernply space, and drill at 
technica l exp~rts and 10,000 soldiers the rocks. ~ · he i r slogJn is : " Ou r en· 
and civi lian workers are pioneering ·thusi asm is much higher than the 
the rai lroad throu9h mounlJi ns and mountains. and unlike the rocks that 
over ri vers for the welfare Clf Cl.I I" crumble, our wi ll ever: rdens! 11 

people. A long th is southern sec lion 1 he Chinese technical workers 
of the Tienshui -Chengtu ?oi lro 3d have though t up nearly 10,000 in-
beats the pulse of cgmmunication to ven l ions and innova tions during the 
Ch ina's southwest. -t hiol f year . For instance, the shorten­

This rai lroad, after having travers­
ed the plains of western ~1echuar., 

m11st cross the gorges of three rivers, 
a•1 rl then surmount one of the most 
difficult passes in China, tbe clnud ­
ensh rouded and ed Yu 
Meng Pa. In 
alone, the tunnels eq1 I in n11111ber 
those of the entire I ng th of the 

_Che ngtu-C~ungk i ng line. Earthwork 
for the roadbed, or to be excavated, 
wil l a111ounl to 500.000 ~ub ic :neters 
for each kilometer in ler.gth. 

1he rish involved and the extremes 
of climate have not aeterred the 
labor heroes who are devoti ng them­
selves to this construction work. 

Pile -drivi ng machines roar day and 
night, blasting is continuou~. and 
high-powered pumps in the tunnels 
and beside bridge foundations spew 
out tons of snowy foam. Al the 

ing of the roadbed in one sect ion 
hy 2~ krl0me ters resulted in a sav­
ing of ¥200,000,000 . 

There are great untapped re5our­
ces of natural w~a lth in C~ina's 

southwest; lhe people are eagerly 
look ing forward l o the development 
of these resources and the en largi ng 
of the markets, which the rai lroad 
will bring about. Primitive trans­
portation methods of t~e past meant 
that bulk products exported from 
Szechuan-medicine, hemp, suqar­
requ ired anywhere from eight days 
to a month f:Jr transpcrl~tion to 
Paochi by cart, at a r3te of over 
¥2,000,000 per ton . When trans­
ported by train, ttiey can reach their 
destination in two days with a freight 
charge of le ss than l000,000 per 
ton . 

HSU PEI-CHANG 
Shanghai . 

~--·····--·······-·············----------
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tranqui '' ty. In case you should return 
to the United States, we know you 
will tell the truth about our country, 
wh ich cannot long be hidden. I wish 
you every success In this respect. 

P. Y. WANG 
Peking 

To the Editor: 
I regret very much hearing that 

you are going to cease publication. 
The Review has long fought for peace 
and democracy in the Orient. 

Since liberation, your publication 
has made still greater contribu1ion in 
reporting genuine facts about new 
Ch'na and in refuting the false and · 
distorted impr~s~ions planted in the 
rr;nds of the peoples abroad by the 
capital ist press. 

We feel very sorry to lose a valu­
able periodical and a true friend of 
the Chinese people for so many years. 
I hope you wi ll let me know your 
future plans. 

KAO FAN . 
Soochow. 

To the Editor: 
I am very sorry to hear that you 

will soon wind up your office. The 
magazine · has been doi ng a good joll 
in informing :ts readers of t he 
progress In new China. It is a shame 
that the United States authorities do 
not allow it to get to its subscriber~. 

When you return to the United 
States, tell your 'ountry what you h•we 
seen In China. When peace- lovi ng peo ­
ples all over the world unite those who 
want war wi ll be powerless. 

SOPHIA CHANG. 
Cl;angsha. 

Overseas Chinese 
To the Editor: 

Overseas Chinese in th~ US, Hawaii 
and Southeast Asia would hardly rec-

ognize thei r old home town of Toi­
shan. Many changes have taken place 
in this city, a few hours by boat from 
Canton, from which thousands of 
Chinese migrated for decad2s. 

Last year's .:ompletion of land re­
form in the vicinity of Toishan has 
raised peasant purchasing power and 
brought prosperity to the city. First 
tangible effect was that the volume 
of IJu si ness done by private commerce 
and industry last December doubled 
that of June. 

Reaping their largest har1esl in 
ye~rs, the peasants have been snap­
ping up consumer goods, farm tools, 
cotton goods and bu i ld ing materials. 

1,, Toishan itself, long run ·down and 
neglected, roads and sewers have been 
rebuilt and extended. The city's park 
has been renovated and en larged, and 
a public square able to hold 50,000 
people was built last year. In the 
blueprint stage for more than 10 years 
under the Kuomintang, a hydro-electric 
plant was completed in 1952, supply­
ing all of Toishan and nearby di.•tricts. , 

Today, more and more chi ldren are 
going to school. By the beginning of 
this year there were one-third more 
hioh schoo l students than before 
liberation . For the first t ime children 
from families of workers and peasants 
are able to attend schoo l in Toishan. 

Toishan, Kwangtung. 

Correction 
To the Editor: 

M. Y. K. 

In the Silk Road artic le in the last 
issue, you have the Red Army soldiers 
buried In the moat in Lanchow, rather 
than the actual place, which was Kan­
chow, 60 kilometers west of Sandan 
(now Changylhl. 

REW! ALLEY 

Peking 

The Month in Review 

THIRTY-SIX years ago, in the 
End of the first issue of the Review, the 

lead editorial was entitled, 
Crisis years "China's Latest Crisis." In the 

years that followed literally scores 
of other editorials bore similar titles. At times the 
crises ran to several per month and the only way the 
Review managed to stay abreast of them was to devote 
anywhere up to half an issue to the many threatened 
or actual disasters then besetting Chi 

The first years of the Review's existence coincided 
with the period known in China as the Warlord Era, a 
time whe1-i dozens of gep.erals fought and politicked 
among themselves for control of the country. Every 
region had its warlord and few areas escaped devasta­
tiorl. 

During this period the internal crises were 
heightened-and in many cases caused-by foreign in­
tervention, a constant feature of life in China for many 
decades. In their competition to secure preferment, 
the various foreign powers backed first one and then 
another warlord, always exacting their price for such 
aid in the form of new concessions. 

These were the days of foreign settlements (areas 
which were removed from Chinese jurisdiction and in 
which the foreigner controlled the entire administra­
tion) , of extraterritoriality (under which a foreigner 
was exempt from Chinese courts and law), of foreign 
control of China's customs. Foreigners owned, or held 
heavy mortgages on, the country's railways, foreigners 



exploited the nation's mineral resources and China's 
international trade was almost exclusively in the hands 
of foreign businessmen. Already a semi-colony, the 
country seemed on the verge of division and complete 
colonization by the foreign powers. 

And, needless to say, these were the days of super­
profits for the foreign taipans and super-poverty for the 
Chinese people. 

By the mid-twenties Chinese resentment against 
this state of affairs rose to new heights. The call for 
.internal unity, for abolition of the unequal treaties and 
all other foreign privileges was heard on all sides. 

This resentment wa,s expressed in the growing 
nationalist movement. Patriots young and old, men and 
women, flocked to south China where Dr. Sun Yat-sen's 
Kuomintang-revitalized by its alliance with the Chin­
ese Communist Party-was planning a campaign to 
unify the country. · 

The foreign powers with "interests" in China, led 
by Britain, the United States, Japan and France, viewed 
the strong nationalist and anti-imperialist temper of 
the Chinese people with alarm, realizing that their whole 
privileged position in China, carefully built up over 
almost a century, was in danger. 

At fir st they tried t old methods: shows of force 
by their own military and naval units stationed in 
China, giving extra support to opposition warlords and 
political factions. When these failed, they abruptly I 
changed their tack and tried a new and more subtle t 
approach. Openly professing "sympathy" for what 
they termed China's "legitimate" aspirations, they 
secretly searched out the weak spots in the nationalist 
movement and began attacking them with silver bullets. 

The result is all too well known. Chiang Kai-shek 
and a number of other prominent personages in the 
Kuomintang, whose nationalism was only a veneer 
covering their basic compradore-puppet mentality, sold 
out the revolution in return for foreign dollars. 
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The crises continued. Chiang dissolved the Unit­
ed Front and instituted a reign of terror again~t all 
progressives, drowning the new labor uni~ns and peas­
ants' associations in blood. The repress10n l.asted as 
Jong as Chiang did. To date no one knows Just .how 
many people he killed, but, if one includes the tens of 
thousands formally executed, the hundreds of thousands 
butchered (including whole villages wiped out) in his 
never-ending "mopping-up" campaigns, the millions who 
per ished in his deliberately caused floods and famines, 
the toll would be indeed staggering. _ 

The country's "unification" under Chiang, however, 
did not end the crises. By the terms of his partner­
ship with the foreigners, the latter were enabled to ~tep 
up their exploitation, while Chiang's own ~xactH.ms 
bernme ever heavier. The people were steadily bemg 
impoverished, discontent was on all sides. Mea!lwhile. 
the Communist-led people's forces, fa rom bemg ex­
terminated, maintained themselves in the countryside 
whe~·e th;~r. program for !1atio~al unity, abolition .of 
foreign pnvilege and drastic social reforms became m­
creasingly popular with the people. 

In 1931 the numerous internal crises were 
aggravated by Japan's invasion of China's northeastern 
provinces, known as Manchuria. Pop~lar resent1:11ent 
against foreign aggression and a policy of national 
betrayal forced Chiang to call off the civil war and to 
accept the Chinese Communists' offer of an alliance to 
fight the Japanese who were consolidating their position 
in the Northeast in open preparation for the conquest 
of the entire country. 

In 1937 Japan struck again and, for a while, the 
United Front held. However, as the going got rougher, 
Chiang became more and more concerned with. pr~­
serving his own armed strength (needed to mamtam 
his unpopular rule). Rather than risk his forces in 
battle with the Japanese he steadily retreated, leaving 
the people to the invaders' mercy. At the same time 
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he began deploying his best troops in a blockade around 
the rear of the _ Communist armies. 

Defeatism rapidly spread among the upper levels 
of the Kuomintang. Once again the compradore 
mentality of Chiang and his aides came to the fore. 
Secret dickerings were carried on with the Japanese, 
while Wang Ching-wei and other prominent members 
of the Kuomintang deserted to the Japanese and became 
the latter's acknowledged puppets in the conquered 
areas. 

Meanwhile the Communist-led armies continued the 
struggle against the Japanese, not only fighting on the 
front, but spreading their guerrilla forces throughout 
the entire areas occupied by the Japanese. This de­
velopment alarmed Chiang far more than the steady 
Japanese advances. Like a true compradore he reason­
ed that if the worst came to the worst he could 
always make a deal with the Japanese, as he 
had done with other foreigners before, and maintain 
himself as their lackey. However, guerrilla warfare, 
implying fraternization between troops and the people 
and arming of the villagers, was another thing. His 
experience had taught him _that there was no making a 
"deal" with the people. Thus, he was unwilling to see 
them armed and brougij,t into the war against the 
Japanese. 

Therefore, Chiang once again torpedoed the United 
Front, making a surprise attack on one of the Com­
munist-led people's armies. From then on until the 
end of the war, Chiang spent more time fighting the 
Communists than fighting the Japanese. Time after 
time, his local commanders even joined the Japanese in 
combined operations against the people's armies. 

In the areas remaining under Chiang's control, 
crisis followed crisis, scandal followed scandal. The 
currency was fantastically debased, commodities were 
openly hoarded by Chiang's relatives and hangers-on, 
his generals went into business with their soldiers' pay. 

The people became poorer and poorer. 
By the time the war ended Chiang's regime was 

on the verge of disintegration. Only large-scale Amer­
ican intervention saved it from immediate collapse. 
Having come out·of the war as the strongest of the old 
powers having interests in this country, the United 
States took over the role of No. 1 supporter of Chiang 
and No. 1 milker of China. 

However, both Chiang and his American support­
ers were on a merry-go-round which refused to stop. 
The collapse had only been postponed. As conditions 
deteriorated, Chiang required more guns to maintain 
public "order," but the more the US gave him the more 
economic and other concessions it demanded, and the 
more concessions Chiang gave, the worse conditions be­
came. Increasingly large sections of the public turned 
toward the Communists, giving sup t to their call for 
a new United Front and wholesale governmental re­
forms. Chiang, with the support of his American 
friend~.tried to solve thil'l crisis in the only way he knew 
-by force of arms. 

In preparation, .the United States armed and equip­
ped and trained countless divisions, supplied him with 
astronomical quantities of guns, tanks, trucks, airplanes 
and all the other weapons necessary for a modern war. 
What happened is already history. In four short years 
Chiang suffered one of the most colossal defeats in 
Chinese history, losing more than 8,000,000 men 
(wounded, captured, missing, etc.) and practically all 
the equipment given him by the United States. 

With the end of Chiang also ended the Review's 
three decade-long string of "crisis" editorials. The past 
four years have seen problems aplenty and, perhaps a 
few near-crises, but certainls no real honest-to-goodness 
crisis-disasters which were our (and our readers') diet 
for so long. 

While the Review's editorials have continued to 
deal with problems and difficulties of various sorts these 
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past four years, an increasing number have commented 
upon the progress in this field, the success of that 
undertaking, things which were unheard of in the old 
days. The change can be seen clearly from the titles 
of many editorials-"Food Problem Solved," "Product­
ion Mfrcicle," "Victory on the Economic Front," 
"Peasants' Taxes Lowered,'' and so on. 

As the-Chinese people so aptly put it, the oTd China 
died along with Chia ng-'s Kuomintang government. 
Liberation ushered in a new era, that of the ric111 China, 
a time of progress and prosperity, one in which there 
is no pl::1ce for all t he unnecessary crises which were 
almost da ily affairs in the past. 

We have had a grandstand scat during the fir st 
four years of t hi s new China and it is no exagge ration 
to say t hat we've never seen <!nything like it. More 
solid progrcHs has been mad e in t his brief period than 
was ever even thought about during the prcv iouH :\2 
years that the Review covered China. 

Huge unrlertak ings ranging all the way from end­
ing the fl ood memtct• for a ll time to providing decent 
housing, education and medical care to establishing clea n 
and effici ent government- thing::; which, when t hought 
about at all in the old days, were considered impo::;sible 
or not "practical" for t h foreseeable fu~ure-have 
been or are rapidly being accomplished in the new China. 

The ·Chinese peopl<' have taken their destiny into 
their own hands and the rla_ys of cri ::; is are a thing of 
the past. 
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NANKING'S NEW UNION 

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
TING KUANG-HSUN 

TO those in the West who have been victims of propaganda 
about "religious persecution" in new China, it may be 

diffii:ult to believe that t here can be any theological education in 
thi s country. However, the fac t iR that theological institutions 
- both Roman Catholic and Protestant- arc open and operati ng in 
Ch ina, under Chinese Christian auspices and supported by 
Ch inese Christians our~clves. 

Here in Nanking we arc juRt completi ng the fir st term in the 
new Nanking Union Theological Seminary. This seminary is & · 

union of 11 !<mailer East China Protestan r.o logicnl colleges, 
including the Fukien Union Theological College in Foochow, the 
Central Anglican (or Episcopalian) Theolog ical School in Shang­
hai, the i)hina Baptist Thcologic11l S'cminary in Shanghai, the 
North China Theolog ical School of Tung Hsien in Shantung 
province, and the Chi Loo University School of Theology in 
Tsinan. 

The JQl students in this amalgamated institution in Nanking 
arc at three academic levels : post-graduate, universi ty anti senior 
high school. There will be 31 gr84uates at the end of the first 
term. All of them have accepted invitations to take up assistant 
pastorates or to do other church work in the cities and rural 
areas. This is. a clear indication that the church is continuing 
n:>rmally in China today. 

Some may ask : "But are there new students entering 
theological institutes?" Up to the present we have already 97 

TING KUANG-HSUN (K. H . Ting), one of China'• better 
known young Christian workeu, is an Anglican (Episcopalian) 
minitter who i1 now dean of the new Union Theological Seminary 
in Nanking. From 1947 to 1951 he wa9 a secret11ry of the World 
Student Chri1tian Fedemtion, visiting churchc1 and univel"­
eitie. in Europe and North and South America. 

11 



applications for admission:. Unfortunately, our present facilities 
are limited and we are not able to take them all in immediately. 

At the heart of riur curriculum are courses in the Old and New 
Testaments. Equal importance is given to Systematic Theology. 
At the same' time, we also offer courses in Church History, 
History of Dogma, Biblical Archaeology, Pastoral Theology, 
Church Music, Languages and so forth. The language courses 
are in Chinese, Greek, Hebrew and English. 

Christians all over the world are aware of how disuntty 
among Christians and between church groups accounts for a 
large part of our failure in the work of evangelism. For a long 
time it seemed as if no amount of good intentions to bring about 
unity could succeed. Formerly, a joint committee, representing 
two theological schools from the .same city in China, worked for 
15 years on a plan for their union without any tangible result. 

Today, in new China, the entire atmosphere has changed. 
Self-cont;;iinment or self-aggrandizement has become outmoded. 

Rev. K. H. Ting (at left) is shown with Rev. 
Brand, a Methodist minister from Australia (center) 
and Mr. McGeorge, also of Australia, who visited the 
seminary in their recent tour of China. 

Thus, the 11 seminaries in East China have been able to achieve 
their union on an entirely vpluntary basis and Within a relatively 
short period, to the gratification of all Christians who had prayed 
that this should happen. 

In the newly organized seminary there are 15 Protestant 
denominations taking part. The special characteristics and needs 
of each denomination are given due respect not only in the setting 
up of the curriculum but also in the planning of the worship and 
the gener~l life of the seminary community. For instance, while 
most services are for all to attend, a chapel is set apart for 
Anglicans (or Episcopalians) to hold their own celebration of 
Holy Communion on Sundays and Holy Days. 

Since our seminary is different from other institutions of 
higher education in China in that ours is in every way a church 
institution and not a government one, our financial support comes 
solely from Christian sources. However, the seminary has been 
organized with the knowledge and good will of the people's gov­
ernment in accordance with the princ· of freedom of 
religion as guaranteed by Article 5 of the Common Program of 
the country. 

THE defiberately-spread rumor that the Christian Church in 
China is not free and is being persecuted · is absolutely 

groundless. In the spring of 1948, many church as well as 
secular publications in the West reported on the sensational 
"crucifixion" of the Reverend Ernest A. T. Tsang, a Baptist 
professor of New Testament then teaching in Shantung, at the 
hands of the C\linese Communists in that province. 

. Despite all the sympathy and worry aroused by this report 
s'.ating that the "martyr" had suffered for three days and three 
nights on a wooden cross before he died, the fact is that the 
~everend Tsang is quite alive today and is teaching three courses 
m the New Testament right here at our Nanking seminary. 

The Church is free in China. We have not been asked to 
c~ange one iota. o~ the his_toric Christian faith which is as pre­
cious to us Chnstians in China as it is to Christians the world 
over. Sunday services in our churches are well attended and the 
spiritual lev~l ?f. our members is high. It is only within a 
church that 1s hvrng and free that such a seminary as ours can 
become a possibility and a necessity. 

Many young· Christian men and women are considering the 
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ministry and church work as a way for them to serve God and 
the people. Today, Christian ministers are working within an 
environment of moral health and vigor. They can carry on their 
moral and spiritual tasks with conscience at peace because, 
today, they have the freedom to come all-out for peace, democracy, 
liberty, human dignity and all those things which the Christian 
faith demands of a human community, 

In the past, ministers with a real sense of calling were bound 
to feel conscience-stricken since they were forced to refrain from 
expressing an opinion on all "touchy issues." It was a risk even 
tc. show any sympathy for the peace movement, although they 
knew it was peace the world needed. 

But, today, we have no inhibitions about speaking our minds 
as Christians. In new China, religious freedom is much more 
than government toleration of religion. It also includes the 
freedom of the Christian conscience. And this makes it a real 
joy to be a minister of the gospel. 

The church in China has a unique role to play at this new 
beginning of our country. · It will carry out this role not only 
through its worship and its work of Jove but also by dedicating 
itself to the cause of world peace. The church in China today 
feels impelled from within to call its sister churches abroad to 
consider seriously their attitude as regards the .cause of world 
peace. Peace cannot be separated from the core of that Faith 
which the church professes. 

CHURCHES IN SHANGHAI 

THE number of churches in Shanghai, China's largest 
city, has increased since liberation in May l !l49. A 

large Baptist church building was completed last year 
and opened to churchgoers on one of the city's main 
streets. By the end of 1952 there were abnnt 10 r.liffc>r­
ent Protestant denominations iI} Shanghai, represented by 
139 churches, not including their various branch 
churrhe~. Since liberation attendance has heen go:ng up: 
for example, in the one-time American-run Community 
Church, attendance which once fell as low as 70, now 
averages well over 200 every Sunday. 

AT TIENTSIN'S WATERWORKS--------

Workers Become Engineers 

--------------------------------GRACE LIU 

THE Tientsin Waterworks 
Company has inaugurate<.! 

two types of educational pro­
jects for workers and staff 
members. 

Workmen of Jess than a 
fo urth-grade education attend 
literacy and technical classes 
of one and a half hours a day, 
five days a week. The C'l.ass on 
J\Ionday is devoted entirely to 
tech ni cal tra ining. After be­
ing given an overall idea of 
the general sched ule of pro­
duction, the-fmen are divided 
in groups according to their 
work, and each group then 
concentrates on its spec ifically 
requ ired techniques. 

The men who repair an<l 
manufacture pare parts for 
meters learn measurementc 
and units, what \~ater pres­
sure is and how to measure it. 
They learn the characteristic~ 
of various kinds of meters : 
accuracy, percentage of error 
and Joss of water pretisure, 
etc. Their work i~ conse­
quently no longer purely 
mechanical, and uninterest­
ing. 

The purification group is 
composed of three smaller 
groups-the ~low sand-filter, 

rapid sand-filter and coagula­
tion tank attenl~ants. These 
men learn the principles of 
purification, sedimentation, 
filtration, coagulation, chlori­
nation, etc , and how to meas­
ur<' turbidity. Whereas each 
li ttle group formerly did its 
work separately and mechani­
cally according to the chemist's 
direction~ . ing so m'lny 
pounds of a um or chlorine 
per hour, they now have got­
ten together and learned to 
coordinate their work, so that 
the whole process of purifica­
tion run s smoothly as one oper­
ation. Since they now know 
why the chemicab are added 
and their effect, the men care­
fully watch the incoming water 
and the quality of the out­
going water and can judge 
whether more or less chemicals 
are needed. 

In the distribution group 
are the men who Jay water 
mains and install pipes and 
r.;eter~. They learn the len­
eral features of the distribu­
tion system for the whole city, 
something they never knew 
before. They are taught meas­
urements and units, the func­
tion~ of meters, and how to 



read them. Formerly, when 
a householder asked what the 
meter said, the pipe fitters 
would have to answer, "You 
must wait till the meter­
reader comes." 

They also learn the com­
putation of water volume and 
how to compute the area of 
pipes and tanks. They learn 
how a pipe ii> made, and of 
what different material s. The 
boiler and engine men learn 
the principles of boilers 11nd 
steam engines and how to read 
blueprints. 

THE regular Technical 
Training School ii< for 

workers and starf members 
who have been through the 
fourth grade, or higher. This 
is a regular school with a 
president, vice-president, and 
two deans: one in charge of 
the curriculum, planning and 
teaching, the other in charge 
of marks, leaves of absence 
nnd the organizing of mutunl­
help groups. 

The school is -arranged in 
three divisions. the fir'<t equi­
valent to junior middle school, 
the second equivalent to sen­
ior middle school, and the 
third equivalent to two years 
of a technical college. Each 
of 4hese three division s i ~ in 
three grades, and the whole 
course will fake about five 
years, although so far there 
are only the first and second 
grades of the first division, 
with classes every morning. 
There are 10 students in each 
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class, and as they advanc~ 
new classes will be formed and 
the lower grades refilled from 
the literacy and technical 
classes and from newcomers 
to the Waterworks. 

fIRST DIVISION subjects 
are mathematics, chemistry, 

physics, the general features 
of water supply, politics and 
the histo!-y of the Chine£e 
revolution. The more adV2nced 
grades will st~dy more ad­
vanced subjects along the 
same line, with increasing 
emphasis on water supply. 
Graduates will receive Tech­
nical Training School dipl omas 
and oe qualified waterworks 
engineers. 

Once a month, the president. 
the deans, and nil teachers 
meet together with the 5l u­
dents' representatives. T!i ey 
discuss what subjects are g-o­
ing well and which need im­
provement, what would be 
more effective methods and 
ways to help the students to 
understaud their studies. The 
relationship between the 
teachers and students and be­
tween theory and practice is 
close, because -.in the job the 
teacher is the engineer in 
charge and the student is the 
worker. This creates a very 
effective atmosphere of mutual 
confidence and understanding 
" ·hich enables the worker­
&tudent to grasp difficult 
points quickly. 

The workmen students in­
clude pipe fitters, engine at-

tendants, trench diggers, sand 
carriers, filter and boiler at­
tendants and machinists. From 
the staff there are meter read­
ers, bill collectors, account­
ants, storekeepers, draughts­
men, telephone operators and 
typists. The four telephone 
operators and six typists are 
girls. 

THE dean of studies, to 
whom I talked, is one of 

the senior engineers and also 
one of the teachers. He did 
post-graduate work at the Sor­
bC1nne and s::ieaks excellent 
English, Fri::!nch and Russian. 
The president of the school i!' 
the deputy chief engineer of 
th e Waterworks Company, and 
a Columbia graduate. There 
a re eight teachers in all, five 
tng ineers, . j,wo political in­
structors i&d the wife of the 
chemist, who teaches physic~. 

Mr. Chang, the studies and 
planning dean , said the stu-

dents have tremendous enthu­
siasm and show such eaier­
ness to )earn that it is a pleas­
ure to teach them. He said 
that the w'orkmen are better 
students than the staff mem­
bers, and their reasoning a bil­
ity is greater because they can 
readily see the connection be­
tween the theories and prin­
ciples they learn in class and 
the practical work they do 
every day. Such staff · mem­
bers as bill collect.ors, store­
keepers, . draughtsmen and 
typists, i·1owever, have better 
memories. 

At pre:>ent the two- cla11ses 
are divided into mutual-aid 
groups of seven or eight mem­
bers, who Ip one another 
and strive to progress to­
gether, not individually. 
One who excells in any 
particular subject helps his 
mates who find it difficult. 
They know the country's 
great need for trained tech-

Workers at the Tangshan Power Plant listen to 
a lt'cture on principles of m~chanics. ., 
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niclans, and there is no 
thought of making a briJllant 
showing individually and of 
trying to out-shine one'11 fel­
low students. The workmen 
take their responsibility to the 
country an<l to the people very 
seriously, and consider it their 
duty to become as Rkillful a11d 
proficient as posRible. 

MOST of the technical 
11chool's ':ltudents 11re be­

tween 20 and 30 years old, > 

hut four are over 40, and one, 
Chang :::iheng-nien, ib 60. This 
man, now deputy superintend­
ent of the main pumping sta­
tion, was formerly just n 
mechanic, a typical o ld-~tyle 
workman who had learned his 
trade when young by blindly 
follriwing the direc1.ionR of an 
experienced engineer. 

"Tighten thiH screw." "Put 
oil here." "Put oil there." 
"Start the engine." He carri­
ed out in structions without 
kuowing ihe whys and where­
foreH, but he was clever and 
hard-working and eventually 
became u foreman. After 
Jiberntion, he felt n great de­
i;ire to learn und improve his 
work, and when the Technical 
Training School was Rtnrted, 
he was engcr to join although 
nearly 50. Ile hns never been 
lute or absent, and appli'.?s 
him self so diligently to l<'arn­
ing what he hi taught that he 
ha~ been nhlc to make a num­
ber of improvements in the 
waterworks' steam and diesel 
engines and increase their 
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efficiency. He has also made 
apparatus for the water puri­
fication works. 

Last year he was elected a 
model worker, and about two 
months ago he was made 
deputy ~uperintendunt of one 
pumping station. Here is an 
example of how deeply he 
goes into his studies, and 
tnkcR nothing for grunted. 
When firRt shown how to use 
the formu la to compute the 
volume of a sphere, it lo oked 
too si mple. He felt he must 
11rove it to his own sal iPfac­
tion. The engineer who ·tn11ght 
the class was much impressed 
to come across his student 
RUTrouncled by a group of 
workmen, cutting and measur­
ing an apple to teHt the 
formula. 

RESULTS of edu.cating the 
workmen for even this 

short length of time have !wen 
amazing. Now that the:v hnve 
a cquired enough tl!chnical 
knowledge to read mechanical 
drawings, use slide rules and 
handle surveying in'3truments, 
and have gained some scienti­
fic understanding of the work 
they arc doing, the workmen 
have the confldence to under­
take tasks that formerly would 
have been completely beyond 
their ability. These in clude 
laying a 30-inch steel pipe 
ucrnss nR big n river us the 
Hai Ho, anr! a 48-inch steel 
pipe across the Grand Canul 
and the making of 48-inr h 

low pressure reinforced con­
crete pipes. These would be 
big jobs in any "country. 

But the most " tremendous 
accomplishment and the one 
th e workmen are the most en­
thusiastic nnd happy over, is 
the modern, up-to-date puri· 
f\cation plant with mechanical 
fillers, having an output of 
100,000 metric tons, or 25,-
000,000 US gallons of water 
a-day. This has just been fin­
ished within 10 months, in­
cluding the bitter winter. This 
plant is automnticully operat­
ed by electric and hydraulic 
mcchanismR. A II the equip­
nwnt can be ma1le in China. 

The workmen rightly con­
Rider that this is a splendid 

E:xample of what workmen 
can accompli11h when their 
11atural cnpabilitie11 and tal­
ents receive encouragement 
and training. They know that 
the building-up of new China 
indu~trially depends In large 
measure upon them and their 
fellow-workers all over the 
country. Just this initial step 
in technical education has 
been enough to show them 
whul they are capable of do· 
ing when they begin to acquire 
scientific knowledge. They 
have caught a glimpse of what 
it will mean when nil China's 
innumerable workers are 
Rkilled technicians. 

It is an exeiling and ln­
spirini vision I 

WORKERS GET PROMOTIONS 

SINCE OctobC'r 194!J, when the people's government 
was founded, 124,000 workel's in new China's lnclu11-

try have been promoted to technical ancl admlnl~trative 
posts as a result of active participation in industrializing 
the nation. 

Of these 7,800 arc now directors or deputy-director11 
in factories throughout China. Simultaneously, in thl11 
period nearly 225,000 ordinary workers have gained the 
title of model and advanced worker in the course of 
nation-wide emulation campaign8 in industry. 

A total of 48!l,OOO rationalization proposals made by 
workers have been adopted resulting in increased produc­
tion and huge savingH in the cost of production. 
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An American reporter's 

Visit to Free Viet-Nam 
__ _...._ ____ _ 

Joseph Starobin --------

JN March of this year, I visited Free Viet-Nam, and traveled 
a thousand kilometers through the liberated areas governed 

by the Democratic Republic of which the legendary Ho Chi Minh 
is president. I came away from the Resistance headquarters just 
a few days before the People's Army of Pathet Lao (meaning 
"the nation of the Lao people") swept aside the French strong­
points in the northern highlands of this state which adj oins 
Viet-Nam, and with which it has a treaty of mutual a8sistance. 

The voyage by truck, bicycle, horse and on foot illustrates 
t11E' hard conditions of Vietnamese life. Almost all movement 
is by night. During the day, the American-made Hellcats and 
Privateers sweep up from their bases in the Hanoi delta to 
tear open the wooded areas with napalm fires and bombard the 
roads. There is, as yet, no anti-aircraft to oppose them. 

Plowing of the fields of rice (the staple Vietnamese food) 
must take place in early dawn or even at night, for the gallant 
French aviators enjoy machine-gunning the water buffaloes and 
even the peasant children. 

All the bridges are smashed. Our truck, looking like some 
prehistoric monster in its camouflage of bamboo branches, with 
its head-lights narrowed to small eye-balls of light, had to 
ford innumerable streams. Even the crude trestles, hacked from 
tree trunks, will be useless when the rainy season sets in by 
the middle of May and lasts until September. After coming down 
from the shoulder of limestone mountains, four to five thousand 
feet high, into the humid valley our bicycles took us over in­
credibly bumpy roads to the midland jungles. 

I will never forget my fi rst encounter with this people : 
hundreds of peasant men and women, dressed in their traditional 
loose brown blouses and their bluish-black trousers, some with 
black turbans of the Tho minority, most of them barefoot; they 
were working at midnight under the flare of bamboo torches to 
repair a road-bend near Na Fae. The bombs had dug enormous 
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craters, now filled with stagnant water. These peasants chipped 
at the yellow soil with their pickaxes and hoes; they tugged at 
the uprooted trees; they ~rried stones in their bamboo baskets 
and all the while, they sang strange songs which echoed fro~ 
the hillsides. 

This is how they work, night after night. And as I walked 
past, _my shoulders hunched up instinctively as though they were 
accusing me . .. No form of warfare is more cynical than air­
plane_ bombardments. But what is more cynical than these 
bombu!"gs from ~lanes , . made in the USA, a country which not 
one Vietnamese m a million has ever seen, and here in this land 
unknown to Americans, against a people that never did us any 
harm? 

Befo_re ~Y visit to a unit of Viet-Nam's Army, its com­
mander-m-ch1ef Vo Nguyen Giap spent two hours with me in 
front. o_f the maps in the mountain hut of his headquarters, 
expl.ammg. the coU:rse of the war, its problems and prospects. 
!le 1s a shghtly-built man of 41, drP8Sed in simple khaki, speak­
ing perfect French, with a most subtle smile playing around 
the eyes and lips of his handsome countenan . 

Under Ho Chi Minh's inspiration, he had formed the first 
"armed pr°.P.fganda detachment" -0f 34 men in these same hills. 
That was m 1940-41, just after the French colonialists turned 
Indo-China over to the Japanese imperialists. The basic rule 
was to ~eep the init.iative, to grow by fighting, Giap explained, 
but to g1':'e battle on1y when it was profitable, and he added "as 
you say m Wall Street." ' 

By the end of 1944, the People's Army had 2 000 men equip­
J•ed with 17 different types of weapons. "I made the in~entory 
my~elf," he chuckled. In March 1945 the Japanese turned on 
their French servants, but four months later, Japan also sur­
rendered. The key cities of Hanoi and Saigon rose up as did 
the w~ole people: this was the August 1945 Revolutio~ which 
proc~a1med the Democratic Republic and named Ho Chi Minh 
president. 

JOSEPH ST AROBIN ia a progressive American newspaperman 
wh? has spent. the past several months traveling in Asia. In thi• 
article he descr1~ his rece~t 1,000-k.ilometer trip through the liber­
ated areu of Viet-Nam. H1a laat article, fourth of a eeries on China 
1ppearecl in the May issue of the Reon. ' 
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- · But the de Gaulllst-iidmirals and businessmen, returning "in 
the baggage of Gurkha troops" as one writer has said, refused 
to honor their own treaty of March 1946 which recognized Viet­
N am as a free state. At that time, Ho Chi Minh was ready 
to maintain close economic and cultural ties with France and 
stay within the French Union. But the colonialists would not 
have anything less than complete domination. 

After the December 1946 attack, the Resistance was forced 
back into the hills. There it survived a heavy offensive, but by 
the autumn of 1950 it was strong enough to launch a limited 
offensive, wiping out a number of French strong points. This was 
the turning-point. The stage of defensive fighting had passed; the 
present stage of preparing the victorious counter-offensive had 
begun. Early in 1952, the liberation of Hoa Binh, a key town 
below Hanoi, demonstrated the People's Army strength within 
the delta itself. Last autumn, 260,000 people of the Thai minor­
ity were liberated in the five valleys of the northwest in a series 
of lightening offensives. These cleared most of the border with 
Yunnan, and with neighboring Laos. 

Today;-Giap commands armies which are numbered in many 
divisions. They are well-trained, and maneuver with light and 
heavy artillery, most of it American-made and taken from the 
supplies which the United States has sent to the French Ex­
peditionary Corps since 1949. In addition to these armies in 
the liberated areas, Free Viet-Nam has well-developed guerrilla 
oases in the delta of Hanoi, all the way down the thin waist of 
the country to the Saigon delta and the Plain of Reeds. 

A ceaseless battle is waged alawg the lines of communication, 
and the French are restricted to a network of blockhouses from 
which they lash out in "mopping-up operations." Ten of thous­
ands of peasants volunteer to carry rice and munitions even in 
the most complex man'euvers of the valleys and mountains. 
Therefore, an even heavier bombing of the roads will not seriously 
effect the People's Army supply. 

Two nights' travel from Giap's headquarters, I visited a 
battalion of the 308th division: 600 lads, almost all of peasant 
origin. Their average age is 22, though many have been flgMing 
since 1947 and the political commissars are veterans of the 1941 
period. They are tough, bronzed lads, whose jet black hair con­
trasts with their light green uniforms. 

This battalion took an average of one prisoner per man last 
autumn, and entirely exchanged its WE:apons for new ones cap­
tured in the fi~hting. I saw them-US carbines and French 
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bazookas. And three of the Army's mottoes struck me: Never 
take even a needle or thread from the people; never complain 
in the face of difficulties or shortages; always keep the initiative 
in a~l circumstances, overcoming all obstacles and problems. 

Ninety percent of this people is peasant. Two-thirds of the 
Vietnamese live in the two deltas. Their difficulty keeping body 
and soul together is clear from the official French figures of 
1948. In the northern delta, 24 percent had no land at all; in 
the south, this figure was 57 percent. Fifteen percent of the 
land in the south and 40 percent in the north is parce1led out 
among more than a million families, in tiny fragments less than 
half a hectare in size-just enough, or just not enough, to sustain 
life. "-

On the other hand, 180 families in the north held estates of 
more than 30 hectares, compri sing 20 percent of the land; 6,300 
landowners, most of them foreign companies, held 45 percent 
of the land in the south. Mcst industrial products come from 
abroad; the prices of rubber and coal and tin are determined by 
big companies far away. 

In the face of these realities, the Democratic Republic is 
slowly achieving a change, above all in producing food and 
developing small-scale artisan industry. Ho Chi Minh's present 
agrarian policy is not a sweeping land r eform; it is the reduc­
tion of rents by 25 percent, the cancellation of old debts and 
the scaling down of interest rates, while at the same time the 
peasants are taught to tear new land from the jungle, to divers ify 
crops, to use new methods of planting. 

The only di stribution of !amt comes from the estates con­
fiscated from the French colonialists or those Vietnamese land­
lords that turn traitor; the communal lands of olden times are 
also being divided. In this way, 250,000 hectares have been 
given to 420,000 peasants-an impressive indication of the re­
public's prestige and power. 

But even more impressive is the tremendous work of 
modernizing methods of planting, using more fertilizer, supply­
ing tools forged from the scrap iron of the bombs, stimulating 
techniques of emulation and economy-all this is without the 
bE:nefft of ''Point Four," and without the United Nations Tech­
nical Assistance experts! 

A ~eparate article could be written about the drama of the 
deltas, as it was told to me by cadres who had just come through 
the network of French blockhouses. There the colonialists have 
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bombed very important irrigation works. The peasants must build 
small dykes with bare hands, and dig wells for water-without 
which rice will not grow. The FrenC'h are unable, even with Bao 
Dai'i; puppet government, to control every village hence they try 
to destroy the villages and herd the people within range of their 
blockhouses. 

A terrible struggle goes on: to grow food, to keep the har­
vest from the enemy soldiery, to hide the cadres. There is a 
~onstant cycle of guerrilla battles, mopping-up expeditions, plant­
mg of new crops, new ravages of battles. Under the muzzle of 
occupation guns, the authority of Ho Chi Minh's government is 
put to its most severe test. 

I spent one day in a "factory in the forest," one of the many 
arsenals of the Resistance, where Viet-Nam's working class is 
being forged. Six hundred workers, some of them old-timers 
from the Hanoi railway yards, others newly -trained peasant 
youngsters (15 percent of them women) were operating lathes, 
turners, and shapers. These machines had been dragged by 
hand-cart over mountains and rivers to the bamboo sheds. 
Here I saw electricity being generated by six cylinder Chrysler 
marine engines and Delco generators; it the third time I 
had seen electric lights during my stay in Viet-Nam. Recoilless 
bazookas are being made out of old rails, and mortars out of 
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A group of VP A fighters welcome Tniong Chinh, 
general secretary of the Viet-Nam Lao Dong Party 
(center, sitting). 



steam-pipes; 3,000 hand grenades are manufactured each day, 
and I watched the process from start to testing ground, 
where sample grenades exploded ... tearing up the jungle soil. 

The Front Lien Viet is the body which expresses and un'i"fi":s 
the Resistance. Since March 1951 it has absorbed the Viet­
Minh, the Independence League which had been founded in 
1941. The Lien Viet is a much broader front, comprising the 
Lao Dong Party (Working People's Party) the Democratic and. 
Socialist parties, the General Confederation of Labor (with 200,-
000 members) the Peasants' Association for National Salvation, 
and the youth and women's movements. It also embraces the 
Buddhist League for National Salvation and the Resi stant 
Catholics as well as outstanding non--partisan patriots of diverse 
views and origins. Viet-Nam has 2,000,000 Catholics, one of 
the largest such groups in Asia, ·but the efforts of the Papal 
Nuncio, an American named Jean Dooley, to turn them against 
the Resistance has failed. 

How all this came about was described by the Front Lien Viet 
ch11irman, 73 year-old grandfatherly Ton Due Thang, who him­
self represents a whole epoch of Vietnamese history. He was a 
sailor in the French merchant navy; it was he who raised the 
Red Flag on the cruiser Waldeck Ronsseau during the Black­
Sea mutiny of 1920. , For 18 and a half years, he was imprisoned 

loading ammunition for the " 

on Poulo Condor, 66 miles off the southern coast. Five thousand 
patriots languished th(fre until the August 1946 Revolution. Only 

· 1,500 came out alive. 

The Lao Dong Party, as its dynamic secretary-general, 
Truong Chinh, told me during our farewell afternoon, is the lead­
ing force: its 700,000 members are the backbone of the Resist­
ance. This Party, which replaced the former Communist Party 
of Indo-China in 1951 leads, but it does not dominate. It ts 
quite erroneous to speak of Viet-Nam as "Communist" not only 
because its present stage of development is far from Communism 
or even Socialism, but because the essence of its Communist 
leadership has been to give maximum self-expression and 
opportunities to the non-Communist forces. 

In the republic's cabinet, for example,. only the posts of 
defense, finance and labor are held by Lao Dong members. Im­
portant ministries such as the interior, foreign affairs, education 
and agriculture are held by non-party men, or by Democrats and 
Socialists. I talked at length and free ly with Duong Due Hien, 
of the Democratic Party, and Phan To Nghia, of the Socialists, 
both of whom expressed differences in prin · le with the Lao 
Dong but acknowledged their debt to its lea ership. 

The Front Lien Viet, therefore, brings together the peasants, 
the worke1>1:the patriotic capitalists, the patriotic landlords and 
the petty bourgeoisie and intellectuals in this united Resistance. 

A school of cadres-300 men and women taking a three 
month course-was heing held in the forests in preparation for 
the great 1963 mobilization to carry out President Ho's agrarian 
policy. Many had come from the Hanoi delta; I talked with 
one lad who had walked four months from the guerrilla bases 
near Saigon. There were writers here who spoke of Aragon and 
Howard Fast; there were artists who had iust held an exhibition 
of 100 painti~gs in the villages; there w~re doctors working on 
streptomycin and defenses against bacteriological warfare--all 
of them side by side with sons of peasants and artisans. 

In this Vietnamese equivalent of China's Yenan, I heard of 
remarkable achievements, such as teaching 13,000,000 people 
how to read and write, of the half million children that attend 
the republic's schools, of the traveling theaters, and the 1962 
literary competition in which 700 -plays, poems and novels had 
been entered. 

Xuan Thuy, the genial editor of Chu Quoc (National 
Salvation) told me how this daily newspaper of the Front Lien 
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Viet is published simultaneously in three parts of the country, 
in 80,000 copies each. There are five printing presses hidden in 
these hills. Each edit~on has its correspondents and the papers 
circulate by truck, by bicycle, on foot. World-wide news is 
monitored by radio. 

The 62 year-old grandmother, Mme. Vo Thi Hanf, a little old 
lady with a· white kerchief and wrinkled face, told the story 
of her martyred daughter, the national heroine Bui Thi Cuc, 
one of the eight children of this family. Three of the boys have 
already given their lives in battle. In 1950, the 20 year-old 
Cuc who was a government cadre and about to be married, had 
liberated her native village from the tyranny of the traitor, Nhi. 
The French colonialists tried to make her reveal the names of 
her comrades; they tied her to a stake, and hacked off each 
arm, and then each breast, and each of her legs, as she shouted: 
"Long Live President Ho ... " And when they pumped her body 
full of lead, it fell to pieces. "Cuc," I was told, is the Viet-

. namese word for chrysanthemum. 

JT was a special privilege to spend two evenings in the com-
pany of the President, the second time at his dinner table. 

Ho Chi Minh passed his 63rd birthday on May 19th. He is a 
tallish man, his shoulders now slightly hunched, with greyi .ig 
hair that recedes from a broad forehead; sharp eyes peer over 
his high cheekbones, and he wears the Oriental wisp of a mus­
tache and beard. When he laughs, whjch is often, his white teeth 
flash . And he dresses in the simple jacket and cotton trousers 
of the peasant. 

Ho Chi Minh, whose name ans "He Who Englightens," is 
many_ things at once to his people. He is the selfless, ascetic 
patriot, but also the man who infused the fierce national pride 
of his people's 85 years of struggle with international solidarity. 
He gives the example of "industriousness, frugality, justice and 
virtue," which he teaches to the Vietnamese youth, He is also 
the man of state, the master strategist of the Revolution through 
its most difficult times. 

In his younger years, Ho Chi Minh travelled widely, touch­
ing almost every shore in the world. He knows China well, 
and he saw Soviet Russia in socialist construction. He worked 
in France, where he was the only "Annanlite" to attend the 
famous Congress of Tours in 1920, when the Communist Party 
of France was formed. Among the five languages at his com­
mand is a very good English; and somewhere in his time he 
glimpsed the America that-used-to-be. For he spoke of the tradi-
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tions of J eft'e11son and Lincoln and he asked me: "What would 
the ancestors of the American people say to see your planes 
bombard a people struggling fax its independence?" 

The president hoes his own garden; he types his own dec­
larations in the simple poetic language that each peasant under­
stands; the poems about Ho are recited in the villages a!ld 
the army encampments. He is the founder of t~e. Communist 
Party of Indo-China in 1930, the veteran of the Jails of Hong­
kong in 1931-1932, and he was on~e declared ~ead b! the French 
Surete, which published its dossier about him. S1~c.e 1940-~l, 
he has never left these forests, except for the state v1s1t to Paris, 
in the unsuccessful negotiations of 1946. 

INTERNATIONAL attention is now focused on Laos, a nation 
of 1,500,000 people, living in the strategic valleys and moun­

tains between northern Thailand, the Shan state of. Burma, 
Yunnan province of China, and northwes!ern V1et-N~m . 
Ethnically, the Lao people differ from their V1et~amese allies, 
and from the 4,000,000 people of Khmer (the ancient name of 
Cambodia) to the south . Pathet Lao is th .emn~nt of the 
once mighty Tai empire, one of the most anc'.e~t. people.s of 
Asia, whose cousins live scattered through the adjommg nations. 

Its Resisj;ance is distinct from that of Viet-Nam and Khmer, 
though allied. It is led by the "Neo Lao ltanla" ~ovement, 
founded by 100 delegates at its first national congress. m August 
1950. It was this body which sent its leader, . P:mce ~oup­
hanouvong (he took his engineering degree ~t Pans m ~he 30~) 
to visit Viet-Nam, where the Bloc of Alliance was signed m 
March 1951. 

Mr. Dulles is crying about "Communist aggres~ion" in Laos, 
but where is the aggression? If people of Viet-Nam have 
in fact helped their Laotian brothers, they have. done so u.nder 
treaties of mutual aid. After all, France itself con~1ders 
these as "associated states" and part of the Indo-Chm~se 
Federation. The real aggression began 85 yea1:s ago ~hen im­
perialism broke into this land to take out ~ts t1i;i and its ~ard­
woods, and do nothing for its people. Six miles of railway 
were built in all Laos. 

In March 1946 when French colonialists return.ed to force 
the young revolutionary government out of the cap1t~l, Luang­
prabang, tens of thousands of civilians were machme.-gunned 
crossing the Mekong River. They were. shot d.own by au-planes 
overhead. In those days, Mr. Dulles said nothmg about aggres­
sion. 
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The men who misrule America have multiple calculations 
and ambitions in Indo-China. They want France to continue 
fighting and to contribute more of its manpower, for this serves 
to vassalize France to a reactionary Germany in western Europe. 
At the same time, they want France to make room for American 
Big Business and especially for Japanese businessmen who may 
otherwise be forced into large-scale trade with people's China. 

The men who misrule America fear that the anti-feudal, anti­
imperialist revolution which is slowly winning in Viet-Nam, Laos 
and Khmer [Cambodia] will have repercussions in Burma, 
Malaya and Thailand. And this fear has a certain basis, for 
conditions in these countries are equally outmoded, and the Lao 
people have a special importance since they are kin of their 
neighbors. The Pentagon and the State Department also view 
Viet-Nam as a potential base against people's China. 

This war has Mst France a billion dollars a year, altogether 
more than what F r-ance received in the Marshall Plan. And it now 
takes 35-40 percent of the deficit budget. Two hundred and 
fifty thousand Jives have been wasted here-including a whole 
"European Army" composed of the riffraff of different national­
ities in the Foreign Legion. One-quarter of France's officer 
corps, and 42 percent of her non-coms are tied down and are 
being destroyed in Viet-Nam. 

To increase the shipment of guns and planes may prolong 
this war, but it does not answer France's key problem, which 
is manpower. To increase Bao Dai's army to 54 battalions, or 
a quarter of a million men, an to staff it with US officers will 
not spare Bao Dai the fate of hiang Kai-shek. The Vietnam­
ese will go over to Ho Chi Minh's side, bringing their arms with 
them. ./ 

The course of this war is determined by something funda­
mental. The old, outworn, feudal and imperialist structure is in 
decompositioR, and arms cannot prevent its burial. Agriculture 
needs to be modernized, for the people will not continue to toler­
ate slow starvation caused by the present landholding system. 
They want economic development, instead of allowing their raw 
materials to be sucked out by foreign companies who coin max­
imum profits but make no investment to Viet-Nam's benefit. 
They want democracy, instead of police regimes. And they want 
peace, after so many generations of plunderous wars on their 
soil. To achieve this, they want "Doc Lap"-which means in­
dependence. 
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Revival of an old folM art 

PUPPET DRAMA IN FUKIEN 

puPPET drama has always 
been very popular among 

the people of south Fukien 
province,· especially in the 
rural areas, where it never 
failed to create a sensation 
am ong the villagers: Every 
fE~ tival day, the puppet drama 
gaily went the rounds from 
place to place, to be warmly 
greeted wherever it went. 

Less ex.~°ilsive than other 
forms of drama and more 
easily understood by the un­
lettered people, its schedule 
was often arranged fully a 
mouth in advance. 

The Kuomintang branded 
this form of entertainment 
"vulgar," and treated it with 
contempt, with the result that 
young intellectuals were 
a~~amed to be sr.cn enjoying 
th.i s people's art in company 
with the hoi polloi. Left to 
itself, it fell into a state of 
~egligence and decay, and in 
time degenerated into "Mow 
Lien Drama", catering to the 
lowest tastes of the multitude. 

"Mow Lien" is a supersti­
tious drama based on the tale 

H. C. Huang 

oi a monk, who saved the soul 
of his sinful and vicious motil~r 
by personally descending to 
he:ll . Throughout the whole 
drama, the end less tortures of 
pu~·gatory were portrayed, and 
animal-headed monsters and 
demons terrorized the minds 
of childre rightening them 
into submission to their 
"fate." 

"Mow Lien" was usually de­
manded by the sp.ectators, al­
though the troupe was capable 
of playing dramas such as 
"Three Kingdoms" 'and other 
historical plays. . 

Puppet drama first made its 
appearance during the T'ang 
and Sung dynasties, that is, 
between the year 618 and 
1279. But there persists 
a traditional legend, handed 
down by professional puppet 
dramatists, that the drama 
came to its most glorious 
flowering during the famous 
campaign (202 B.C. - 220 
A.IJ.) when the Han emperor 
was besieged by the Huns in 
Hopei province, and held 
seven days without food. 
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r ,aoo years ·ago Chinese 
poets spoke for peace 

The Poets of T'ang 
Rewi Alley 

NE of the greatest dynasties in Chinese history was that of 
Q T'ang which united the empire between th~ years AhD. 618~ 
907 into a vast, powerful country, the mo~t umted and t e mos 
advanced in the whole world of that penod. 

In this era there emerged some of the greatest l.iterati ~hat 
mankind has yet produced. Poetry was then the c~~ef me~!U~ 
for cultural expression and through the lines. of f e /oe s od 
T'ang breathes a love of humanity, of the beauties ~ na ure, a1~ 
of peace, that no other group of poets has at any time surpasse · 

. Toward the end of the T'ang period the centralized bureau­
cracy of the court became more and more corrupt, there w,ere 

· ·1 wars and a great peasant rebellion.. There were usc.css 
c1v1 t b n protest at the military adventures and much poe ry ecame ope 
sufferings the people were forced to endure. 

In the Chinese tradition th9 writing of poetry gives evidence 
of true understanding and in the past it was often the poet wh~ 
was the trusted official. The ancients felt that what was mos 
needed in an administrator was an appreciation of human ".aluesf 
the relation of one human being to another and the relation o 
all humans to nature. 

So through the ages many of the top-ranking people have 
writte; poetry. Chien Lung (A.D. 1'?36-1796), the most able 
emperor of the last Chinese imperial dynasty, the Manchu one 
of Ching, wrote tens of thousands of poems. 

One has not -heard of any poetry being written. by an Eisen­
hower, a MacArthur or a Harry Truman, to mention but a. few. 
of the men of influence of our day, but .Mao Tse-.tung has written 
very excellent and penetrating lines, while collect1ons of the works 
of Kuo Mo-jo include much poetry, 

Before a man could get an official appoint~~nt in the T'ang 
days, he had to pass a civil service examination in which an 
ability to write poetry was a requirement. S'o in that period 
many millions of poems must have been written. 

In today's collection, however, there are not much more than 
50,000 left to use for research, though there is the strong possi­
bili ty that still more will be found. Archeological research such 
ns that carried on at the Tunhuang Caves in Chinese Central 
Asi :i. has already uncovered new manuscripts of the T'ang 
period. 

A good deal of T'ang poetry has, during the past few decades, 
been translated into other languages and no doubt many more 
translations will be made as people become more and more 

·conscious of the splend id heritage left to them. 

In the time of Tu Fu, the greatest of the T'ang poets, 
Ch'ang-an was the capital. This is modern Sian, in Shensi 
province, on the Lunghai Railway. Loyang was then called the 
"Eastern Capital" for it had been the seat many imperial 
cour ts of the past. Tu Fu came from his country village first 
to Loyang and from there went on to Ch'ang-an, where he met an 
older poet who was already well-known, Li Tai-pai. Their 
fri endship ..fasted through the rest of their lives, an intimate and 
warm one that evidently meant much to both. · 

Tu Fu believed in the people and merged himself with them, 
get t ing some post and then leaving it to wander amongst the 
vill ages and the mountains, then coming back again to the court 
to write against military levies, against adventuristic aggressive 
war, against the evils he could see and which he felt so keenly. 
He w'ent through famine and war and once was taken prisoner 
by an oppos·ng army. He saw his children go hungry and one 
die of starvation. He made his living for a time as a woodcut~er. 
He wrote with tenderness and understanding, with an insight 
into men and· motives that few could parallel. He believed in 

REWI ALLEY has spent more than 25 years in China. A New 
Zealan.der, he came to China as a young man shortly after the end 
of the first world war and haa lived and worke<j here almollt c0n­
tinuoualy ever aince. For the pa..t several ycan he has been head­
LOaster of the Sandan lnduatrial Training School. This is a chapter 
from bU. fortbc0ming book, "Stories Out of China." 
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the importance of the human personality, in simplicity. He hated 
corrupt courts and imperial fools. 

He Jived for many years with his friend Li Tai-pai and the 
two poets often addressed verses to each otl!er. His official 
appointments were never easily come by for, naturally, his ideas 
would hardly endear him to the bureaucrats of his day. He was 
made Imperial Censor at one stage but remonstrated with the 
emperor too strongly and was dismissed. 

For many years he lived in his straw hut in .Szechuen and 
it was in that province that he finally died. He had been cut 
off by floods and was in a starving condition when rescued and . 
brought to the home of a friendly official who set a feast bd ore 
him. His stomach could not take the rich food and he became 
ill and died of its effects. He was then 59 years old . 

Tu Fu's influence on the poets who followed him was great. 
It is said of the poems of his friend Li Tai-pai that they were 
like spring flowers while Tu Fu's were like the pine trees­
eternal, fearing no winter. 

The T'ang empire at its height extended i'rom Siberia to the 
Himalayas and from Korea across to the Caspian Sea. Japa nese 
civilization copied much from the T'angs in clothing, written 
language and customs. Up and down the Old Silk Road that 
ran west came and went ideas as well as merchandise. In the 
Ch'ang-an of that day there was great intellectual stimulation 
and Tu Fu, the thoughtful country lad, got much from his 
association with the sparkling Li Tai-pai. 

In spite of their enforc separation they managed to see 
each other at times in later years and after one such occasion 
Tu Fu wrote chiding hi s friend gently yet quite directly, in tJ,~ 
following manner: -

So we have met this autumn 
and do I find you still ·, 
carried away by any wind that blows 
like thistledown at will; 
playing with alchemy 
and ashamed with lack 
of results; drinking heavily 
and bursting into song; so 
do you pass too much time 
emptily; your enthusiasm 
so infectious, energy keen, 

leaving me wondering 
for just what 
are you being so heroic? 

The T'ang p<>ets wer~ greatly influenced by Ch'u Yuan, the 
poet statesman of the penod of the Warring Kingdoms (403-221 
B.C.) who drowned himself in the waters of the M"l R" th T f L k . 1 o 1ver near 
. e ung 1_ng ~ e ID Hunan. Li Tai-pai is said to have met 

h1~ death ~n a s1m1lar way, throwing himself at a reflection of 
the moon ID the waters. 

Ch'u Yuan was an example for the true poet to follow 
examp le of co!11plete integrity, of scorn for position a nd plade ai~ 
such was not _ID accord with what he believed to be right. Poets 
who _used their art to become adept tt attercrs passed their days 
~n leisure, power and ailiuence, as have s uch people in every 
in eve ry place. - - age, 

. The followers of Ch 'u Yuan, as were both Tu Fu d L" T · 
pa 1, put up with destitution and beggary and kept t~~- 1 

· ~~ 
pure and creative. Of Ch'u Yuan Tu Fu t . ir sptin . 
Ta i-pai :- • e ID verse o Li 

Cold blows the wind 
a9"-0ss the heavens; arld you, 
ora friend, of what do you 
think? I ask the wild geese 
and they do not tell me· 
river~ and lakes are sw~llen 
with the rains . . . 
a poet should beware 
of riches; yet is always prey 
to demons of h:s own imagining 
in loneliness; so ask the unhappy spirit 
of Ch'u Yuan and offer him 
an incense of poems 
where he met his end 
in Milo River. 

The greatness of Tu Fu is s · th 
~!m self ~th the . people amongs t e:nh~~ h: ~:~~~h~~~ !f e~tify 
is, t ie1r suffer1Dg his a lso--facing the d . l h c ness 

t,o _the cold and the hungry. When he is ill ande~ia s t at come 

~:1~y:~ . that the reader will see all the ill and ne;f ~~!:;}r~~;~ 
. Little wonder tha t so sensitive a soul woald reach out and 
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look formendship with a Li Tai-pai, the impetuous, who pre­
served the spirit of youth, a part of nature rather than an 
observer saying how beautiful it all was. A Li Tai-pai who 
could write lines that most youth of _ ours or any time would 
appreciate:-

Summer 
and by the green woods 
naked I lie, in rest 
complete; looking at my hat 
hanging on a rock; the sweet wind 
sighing through the pine trees 
caressing me. 

No wonder Tu Fu forgave him his wildness and loved him, 
knowing him at heart to be true to the spirit of Ch'u Yuan, and 
indeed, Li Tai-pai himself wrote:-

I have written my poem and 
am filled with immense joy 
knowing that such poetry will live 
as the songs of Ch'u Yuan have lived 
while all the glory of the kings 
of his day is gone and forgotten. 

Following after Tu Fu and Li Tai-pai came another great 
poet of T'ang, Pai Chu-i, who was a very good practical adminis· 
trator and also one who wrote good poetry at a very early al:'? 
and kept it up to the end of his life, some of it very scathing 
on the political ills of his day. 

It is said that Pai Chu-i aaade a habit of reading his poems 
to his old housekeeper and only if she understood them would he 
use them. His poems are noted for their directness and lack of 
affectation and are relatively easy to translate into other 
languages. He w·as always proud when the common people on the 
farms around him sang his verses or When, on travelling, be saw 
th.em written on the walls of inns. Once he even saw a man 
with some of the lines tattooed on his skin. 

He loved children and he felt distinctly uncomfortable when 
he saw denied to so many others the ordinary needs with which 
he himself was well provided, although he was not at any time 
in the category of a "rich official." Pai Chu-i had, like Tu Fu, 
a well-known poet for his friend, the scholar-<>fficial Yang Chen. 

Of the host of other poets of the day, many of their names. 
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even, have been lost. Of the most famous, Tu Fu, Li Tai-pai and 
Pai Chu-i, many of their poems did not survive even in their own 
lifetime. Li Tai-pai, for instance, enjoyed putting a torch to the 
paper on which a poem was written, laughing as he threw it into 
the river and watched it drift down burning. 

Tu Fu died in A.D. 769, leaving some 60 volumes of his 
works. In A.D. 1039, two hundred and seventy years after his 
death, was published the collection which is sti ll the most com­
monly known one, though this contains only some fourteen 
hundred of his poems. 

The keynote of all T'ang poetry, the great message of that 
age of poetry, is peace. The poets all breathe a ha~red for pure 
destruction and a warm enthusi!ism for the beautiful in life and 
in all nature that comes down through the centuries as fresh and 
real as when it was first expressed . 

The creative genius of that time was often cramped, as in 
succeeding dynasties, by the official bureaucrac"; this is suggested 
in the following poem by Pai Chu-i :-

From di stant Annam there came a g:jf't, 
a scarlet parrot with colored plumag 
like peach blossom; so clever that 
it could speak like men; 

-f 1ind as with clever men 
they put it in a cage 
where it sits wondering 
when it shall taste of life again. 

Tu Fu broke from the cage, and bruised his wings, yet his 
voice never remained silent. Putting down what he saw in times 
of war and in times of peace he left us pictures of the state of 
things as seen by the plain people of his day; for instance, this 
scene of famine:-

With a world in confusion 
and the black-haired people 
trying to sustain themselves 
from husks, eating with 
no joy in the eating, the most 
wretched of foods; while 
from the kitchens of the rich 
comes the reek of cooking meats ; 
and out on the battlefield 
of life, the bones of the poor 
bleach white. 
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Appreciation of human values has shown through Chinese 
writing since its inception. Mo-tse, Ch'u Yuan and many another 
living long before the Christian ~ra, .ren~uncing .h~gh positi~n, 
some dying in exile and poverty; L1 Ta1-pa1, the bnlhant, seekmg 
refuge in drunkenness, Pai Chu-i accepting banishment fo1· his 
outspoken criticisms, Tu Fu choosing the life of the poor- none 
of these liked to see denial and deprivation when they knew in 
their hearts that life could have been so much fuller for their 
people. 

They spent their own lives in battle against the corrupt 
practices of their governments, desperate with th~ frus~ralions 
of their official surround ings and unable to reconcile themselves 
or, in their time, to find a solutiou. They were the stuff of which, 
in later days, revolutionaries were made. 

In the past few decades, translators and biographers have 
sought to render into English these poets' appreciativn of beauty 
and their affection for their friends, but have dismissed the social 
side of their writings feeling that such .i.vas "political" an<l that 
poets ought not to be so. A mistake, of course, for a poet of 
feeling must inevitabl y be political if he writes of men and what 
they do; and the keystone of the character of each of these P?ets 
of T'ang, as of Mo-tse and Ch'u Yuan and many another giant 
of Chinese culture, has been his love for mankind. 

----------------------------~~~---------, 

GRASS-by Pai Chu-i 
The grass grows tall i:nd green 
yet each year it withers ~nd 1ies away 
only to come agein in the spring; even 
~urn i t anc sti ll i t cannot be destroye~ . for 
the >pring wind wi ll bring it in fresh agai n. 

Its sweetness lies 01.1er 

an ancient road where pomp 
once strutted; its verdure 
hides the ru in af t he ci ty 
torn by war; waving in the breeze 
it bows out so defin i te ly the pnnces 

Translated by R eu•i Alley 

I 
I 

I 
I 

L and the by:ione ge n~rals; and luxuriantly 
~wails the people, so certai n to relurn. 

--------- --------------
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HOW THE FARMERS WON---------

Victory Over Famine 
------------SHIRLEY RAY WOOD 

Q N the night of April 11, 
Honan province on the 

North China plains was struck 
with a black frost . This in 
some districts followed a sum­
mer hail and a November 
blizzard. 

Because most of the districts 
in Honarr had only just com­
pleted land reform, the farm­
ers had not had much experi­
ence in mutual he lp and co­
operative work as means of 
overcoming difficulties. Some 
membeI:;; of cooperatives and 
mul uaf-aid teams, obsessed 
with their own family cares, 
began neglecting-some even 
discontinued-work on team 
projects. 

There was much talk of sell­
ing farm tools and animals to 
tide over the summer, and 
some--conditioned throughout 
their lives to the "inevitabil­
ity" of periodic disaster -
began to lose the new confid­
ence of the past few years, 
attributing the disaster to fate 
and maintaining that there 
was no help for it. 

Famine i,; an old story in 
Honan, and the farmers real­
ized most acutely the serious­
ness of the situation. The 

traditional "spring famine" 
had been that dreadful time 
when landlord and tax collec­
tor had taken more than half 
the crop, and the remainder 
was almost consumed. 

As men and animals needed 
their strength for the heavy 
spring field work, every grain 
was saved for them while the 
women and chililren lived on 
grass bark of the Yi tree 
until the summer harvest was 
in. If the s~mmer ·harvest 
failed . . . . 

THIS year, when the extent 
of the natural disaster be­

came known, government and 
Party organizations went in­
to emergency session, and the 
government issued instructions 
that every effort be made to 
save the wheat. The Depart­
merit of Agriculture published 
a11 article in the Honan Daily 
explaining how lightly frosted 
wheat could be restored by 
early irrigation and applica­
tion of extra fertilizers. 

Government workers of al1 
kvels were organized to con­
duct an all-round "battle" 
against "pessimism and hope­
lessness" whenever and wher-
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Threshing wheat in a village in Hopei pro•·ince. 

eyer such attitudes cropped up 
among the more conservative 
and backward peasants. 

Top priority was give~ . to 
investigation and publicity 
work. Government workers 
were sent out to help the 
people organize and plan a 
attack upon the impending 
calamity. "Self-help" was the 
watchword, while realistic 
slogans denoted the main lines 
oi attack: Save all wheat that 
can be saved, immediately re­
seed the hopeless fields with 
evrly-ripenin2' crops. 

Conserve grain; eat more 
vegetables and edible . ~ild 
crops. Organize subs1d1ary 
production activities. Don't 
sell tools or draught animals, 
for long-term agricultural pro-
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duction difficulties will resull 
Maintain price levels and pro­
tect the livelihood of workers, 
miners and the stricken 
farmers. 

Favorable conditions for vic­
tory over the disaster were 
emphasized. This was the peo­
ple's era and China was unit­
ed under the leadership of the 
people's government. Other 
provinces would come to the 
aid of Honan. Several consecu­
tive years of bumper harvest 
had prepared many farme:-i 
for famine; for those truly m 
difficulty the government had 
the ability to provide relief. 

Scientific investigation re­
vealed that the damage was 
actually only partial ~nd that 
hard work could ensure a 

.worthwhile harve5t, while full 
1t1Dm1er and fall harvests 
(!)aid be expected if spring and 
summer planting were carried 
out on time. 

Many of the farmers, how­
ever, were despondent. Even 
some government workers 
tended to become infected with 
the same despair once they 
eame in contact with this wall 
csf resistance. 

At a Nanyang county meet­
ing of local government work­
ers, Chairman Chu Pao an 
pointed out, "Some people say 
we ha~e created this disaster 
b'ecause we do not believe in 
the gods. We must patiently 
explain. In 1919 and again in 
!932 we did not talk of resist­
ing drought and catching in­
sects. We did not speak of 
fighting heavenly disasters. 
All day everyone burned in­
ceT'.se and Mwed to the spirits, 
io why were the harvests 8'0 
very bad?'' 

· At another meeting of gov­
ernment workers- one of the 

speakers argued, "During 
eight years of the Japanese 
War we led the people to 
fight natural disasters and a 
foreign enemy at the same 
time. Now we can concentrate 
all our strength on the natuiral 
enemy. What are we afraid 
of?" 
· The work of Nieh Wu-kao 
of the Loyang county Com­
tr.unist Party committee was 
cypical of the way in which 
the government workers mobi­
lized the people. On April 16 
he went into the country to 
explain to the farmers of one 
village the value of irrigating 
the wheat. Since many would 
not believe that this would 
save the crop, he himself car­
ried water irrigate a piece 
of wheatlan , 

The next morning, although 
the wheat looked the same, 
the stalks felt fresh and 
damp, unlike the other stalks, 
which were dry and brittle. 
This was enough to mobilize 
most of the villagers, although 

A bumper wheat harvest on the farm of the 
Peking Mechanized Farming School, which applied the 
Soviet method of dose planting with great success. 
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some of the doubters were still 
unconvinced. However, led by 
the more active members, the 
peasants took iip their buckets 
and started for the fields. 

Toward mid-day Nieh noticed 
that the Han brothers, whom 
he was helping, · were begin­
ning to slow down. The land 
was so very dry and two 11'.rge 
buckets-one round trip for 
water-covered so little of it. 
Nieh suddenly asked the older 
Han, "If the wheat revived on 
all the land you watered this 
morning, how large a crop 
would you harvest?" 

Han thought a while. "If 
the wheat grows, 7-8 sheng 
would be a moderate harvest." 

Nieh pointed out, "If you 
worked even harder, you .:-ould 
water enough land in a day 
to harvest nearly two pecks 
of wheat. If you desert the 
wheat, you won't get that 
nn.ch grain for any other 
work you can do. Even the 
most profitable business can't 
guara1.tee a peck of grain a 
day, or even half a peck. " 

At lunch Nieh called a ,·il­
lage meeting to reckon the 
score again . Then he led them 
to re-examine the plot of 
land he had watered the even­
ing before. . It now showed 
definite improvement. The vil­
lage was convinced. The 
farmers organized their forces 
to water all the wheatland. 

TRE STATE Trading Com-
par.y and the General 

Goods Store were busy too. 
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Both sent government· work­
ers into nearby Shantung and 
Shansi provinces to buy addi­
tional stocks of seeds for · 
early-ripening crops to re­
seed destroyed fields. 

State banks and cooperatives 
released quantities of relief 
money for the stricken farm­
ers to bl'.y food stocks. Low­
interest loans were made for 
buying seeds, even drawing on 
funds earmarked earlier for 
summer planting loans. 

IN the face of this concerted 
popular effort,a fc?w "rugged 

individualists," still thinking 
in terms of the old days when 
Chiang ruled China, saw the 
calamity as a chance to clean 
up , and. in several towns farm­
ers coming in for beans, as 
st: bsidiary food stocks, could 
find none, or some only at an 
increased price. One private 
merchant had come from as 
far as Hankow to buy up food 
stocks and another had been 
doing the same with the aid 
of an employee of the Gen­
era l Goods Store. 

As such cases came to light 
the people demanded punish­
ment in no uncertain terms, 
and the courts followed up 
with swift action. Return of 
stocks and heavy fines quickly 
put an end to such specula-
tion. , 

Students, workers and town 
dwellers from all over 
Honan as well as other 
provinces sent letters . of en­
couragement to the farmers. 

With the letters cam~ relief 
contributions. An opera com­
pany in Kaifeng gave a three­
day benefit performance. At 
the same time stocks of grain 
began moving into Honan 
from Szechuen and the south­
west provinces. 

On April 19 a short report 
from the town of Huikt10 was 
given front-page headlines. 
Th e town had called street 
meetings to discuss means of 
comforting the farmers. At 
the meetings, old farmers who 
had passed through such a 
frost before spoke up. They 
had seen the frosted fields 
give a 70-80 percent harvest. 

Old Li Yun said he had seen 
such badly frosted wheat send 
up new shoots, while another 
farmer said that after such a 
frost, 31 years ago, those who 
had plowst-turned under the 
\l·i1eat, while those without 
could do nothing. Several 
dnys later the wheat that had 
been left sent up new shoots 
and gave a decent harvest. 

On April 21 the Department 
of Agriculture published its 
study of withered specimens 
srnt from different parts of 
the province. It had found 
n£<w shoot buds on two speci­
mens; on the rest there was 
nothing. Microscopic e::-.amina­
tion, however, showed that 
badly withered wheat could 
SE>nd out new shoots from the 
root. 

On April 22 the Nanyang 
and Hsuehong State Farms 

published reports. Nanyang­
had irrigated a plot of wheat­
land before the frost; this had 
suffered no damage although 
all un-watered plots were dam­
aged. Study of withered wheat 
showed that fro st damage wai1 
due to dehydration, and the 
wheat revived rapidly with 
irrigation. 

Hsuchong had the same 
story. Wheatland watered 
first showed a higher · percent­
age of recovery, while th!:! de­
gree of recovery was directly 
re>iated to the lushness of 
growth prior .to th.e frost. 

Reports frc.m the country­
side came in faster. Every 
c!ay the front page of the 
Firman Daily carried reports 
with the c story. Those 
farmers who had followed to 
the letter early government 
directives on irr-igation and · 
manuring of wheatland had 
suffered no frost rlamage. On 
April 25 the Agriculture De­
partment publisred a report 
from Potou village in khuen 
cc unty. The severely frosted 
wheat had sent out new shoots 
which grew very quickly. A 
harvest was assured. 

With the wheat recovering 
the government's call changed. 
Locusts were coming out, a11d 
the farmers were urged• to 
organize a drive on the insects 
so as to protect their hard­
won victory. On April 26, 27 
and 28 rains fell in most of 
the province. The spring 
harvest was saved. 



YUNNAN is rich in natural 
resources; among these 

are extensive deposits of cop­
per scattered over the broad 
expanse of the plateau and 
mountain ranges in the north­
east of the province, a district 
known as the Tung Chuan 
mining area. 

In former days, this great 
wealth brought no happiness 
to the local people, but only 
cruelly bitter labor. 

Jen Min Wa-People-Killing 
Pit--wa11 so named because 
800 workers were buried here 
in one cave-in. This was but 
one CYf a series of catastro­
phies. 

During the Aflti-Japanese 
War, the Kuomintang govern­
ment established what it call­
ed the North Yunnan Mining 
Bureau, which only served to 
increase the sufferings of the 
local miners, whose earnings 
for one day would not buy a 
liter of grain. 

€>Id miner Tang Shen-shiang 
tel~ how, when the time came 
to receive his monthly pay, he 
found that nearly one-third 
of his wages had been deduct­
ed without reason or explana­
tion by the bureaucrats. He 
did not dare to protest the 
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deductions, since that would 
have meant questioning the 
behavior of an official, and 
would have got him a beating, 
or at best a severe dressing­
dcwn, and might have even 
cost him his job. 

Starvation, wretched toil, 
and a premature death-such 
were the only certainties of 
life for the miners under the 
Koomintang. 

BU~ times have changed" 
smce the liberation of 

Yunnan. 
In Aoril 1960, the Kun­

ming Military Control Com­
mission sent government work­
ers to this district to take over 
the office and to inspect the 
whole cot)per-mmmg area. 
Since then, there have been 
so many fundamental changes 
that the expression "the work­
ers have become masters" to­
day has rel!.! meaning for the 
Tung Chuan miners. 

Although the five-star red 
flag meant a new life for the 
people, changes could come 
but gradually. There were 
severe problems, among them 
unemployment and a shortage 
of food. Hui Tse district, t he 
center of the minin2' area, has 

never been a food-producing 
region. However, food has 
been brought in, and the min­
ers now eat pork and rice, in­
stead of grass, the diet to 
which they were not infre­
quently reduced in times gone 
by. 

Transportation across Yun­
nan's mouintains has always 
been a problem. Upon one 
occusion, it took several hun­
dred workers 40 days to 
tra nsport a piece -of machin­
ery weighing Jess than four 
tons to the mining area. 

A highway leading to the 
district was started in 1961. 
The total length of this road 
is only 126 miles, but it re­
quired two years to constru~t. 
The difficulty Jay in the fact 
that half of the highway had 
to be hewed from the faces 
of perpendicular cliffs. Now 
trucks fuH~r loaded with mod- · 
ern industrial equipment make 
regular trips to the mines in 
order to meet the ever-in­
creasing needs. 

As geological 
prospecting is 
an e s s e n t i a I 
prerequisite for 
large-scale ex­
cavation work, 
the government 
assigned a pros­
pecting team to 
the are a in 
l!l52. DriJling 
operations, un­
der the guid-
11nce of the 

newly-arrived technicians, are 
now in full swing, and the 
transport workers are work­
ing overtime to bring in more 
new drilling machines with 
ihigh working efficiency. 

During the first few months 
of this year, exploration work 
has been greatly accelerated. 
Groups of geologists, engi­
neers, nrchitects, mechanics, 
electricians and medical per­
sonnel from all the leading 
centers of the country are 
hard at work. Along the 
highways and mountain paths, 
even on the summits of the 
mountains themselves, one 
sees the small flags designat­
ing the location of a surve1 
team. 

Construction of power plants 
has been tially completed. 
These plants supply motive 
power, and also light; for the 
first time in their Jives the in­
habitants of the mountainoua 
region have electricity. Brick 
buildings have made their ap­
pearance. New mines, equipped 
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with modern machinery, are 
being opened, blocks of work­
ers' quarters are being built, 
and the unemployment problem 
is rapidly being solved. 

JN ·view of the fact that Tung. 
Chuan's copper reserve is 

practically inexhaustible and 
of superior quality, the forth­
coming electrification of 
China, one ·of · the necessary 
requisites in the realization of 
industrialization, is ensured. 
By using the latest 8ovieti 
methods, including the com­
plete mechanization and auto­
rr:atization of all production 
processes, it is estimated that 
production may finally reach 
a!!. annual figure running in­
to the tens of thousands of 
tons. On thi s basis, it is ex­
pected that the Tung Chuan 
copper mining area, the larg­
est in China, will become an 
industrial center employing 
some 200,000 wo:rkers. ,, 

The past spring saw increas­
ing numbers of technicians 
and government workers from 
various parts of the country 
flocking to this mining area. 
The number of the working 
personnel is twice that of last -
year. At present, large-scale 
preparations are under way 
t<> increase the work of ex­
cavation. Despite the difficul­
ties that may emerge, the min­
ing personnel are confident 
that they will transform this 
desolate mountainous region 
into a modern industrial cen­
ter. 
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HUNTING FOB 
TIEN PING-SHAN worked 

a• an apprentice salesman in--a 
drygoods store. In 1950 he 
attended the South Anhwei 
Cadres' School, after which he 
joined a &"°logic:il prospecting 
team. 

N A~IONAL economic con-
struction require$ gc0l0-

gi:;ts, so although prosnecting 
for natural resources was 
something entirely new to me, 
I quickly accepted a post in 
this field when it was offered. 
My first trip to the mountains 
;n search of ore reserves was 
filled with the experiences 
of every novice. My topo­
graphical charts had to be · 
corrected again and again. I 
didn 't know one ore from 
another and often mistook 
hornblende for iron ore and 
bronze mica for gold. 

Our team leader gave us 
constant encouragement. We 
studied and worked hard and 
helped each other, and gradu­
ally learned the secret of 
reading the rocks. 

Alorig with Professor Hsiao 
Nan-shen and · foUJr students 
from the Department of Geo­
logy, Nanking University, I 
went last August on a trip in 
quest of or~s in the Tapiel:i 
Mountains. 

When it was my . turn to 

ORES IN THE MOUNTAINS 
lead the team, I was nervous, 
but tried to note carefully the 
road traveled, and the inclines 
and dip angles of the rock 
veins. When I reported, and 
produced the specimens I 
had collected, I was delighted 
when the professor said that 
my work was well-done, but 
a rock vein I had marked as 
N. by W. should really have 
been 30 degrees N. by E. 
Besides, I had mistaken diorite 
for granite. 
THE local people stared at 

us with some curiosity, 
wondering what we were 
about. When we told them, 
their faces lit up, and one old 
peasant said, ''How thought­
ful our -t;overnment is! We 
have been given land. A res­
ervoir is being built for us. 
And now comes a prospecting 
learn. Everything- is for the 
good of us people." 

The people were eager to 
offer us hospitality and help. 

One militiaman in Hsiaotien 
Di strict on seeing the speci­
n!cn of hematite we had 
brought along, hurried a mile 
out of his way to bring us 
pieces of rock and asked us 
eagerly, "Is this the same?" 
On many other occasions the 
peop-le brought us samples, or 
led us to likely spots. 

One day, Ah Chang found a 

sample of malachite. Upon 
examination, we were ~ure 

that this .;..,as a valuable lode 
of cop per ore. We shouted in 
excitement, and the rest of the 
team came running up. We t 

concentrated on the area, and J' 
soon another report came in. -
"A vein 15 degrees N. by E !" I 
Four veins were found , and 
our shouts of triumph echoed 
through the hills. 

We sang and danced. That 
evening we eagerly di~cussed 
the pros pects of the find. Cer­
tainly a mining district would 
be establ°shcd there! Sorn:! 
suggested he building of a 
railway to connect it with 
the Peking-Hankow Railroad; 
c.thers proposed a light rail­
way leading to the Yangtze. 
Full of ideas, we eYen design­
ed a club house, installed blast 
furnac es, and located where 
the workshops and living 
quarters were to be. 

We fini shed our work of 
prospecting in the Tapieh 
Mountains, with success that 
we feel we owe to our close 
unity and cooperation. We 
are r eady for another assign­
ment, and are all prepared to 
work even harder and do bet­
ter this time to play our part 
in building our country. 

- TIEN PING-SHAN 

~~~--~~~~--------------~~~-~~~~~~· 

49 



EMBARGO FAILS TO CRIPPLE BAST 

THE NEW WORLD MARKET 
JOHN CARTER' 

• 
POST-WAR history has seen few more spectaculnr and signif-

icant failures than that of the attempt by the US, Britain 
and France to impose a~ economic blockade on the Soviet Un ion, 
China and the people's democracies. As Stalin pointed out, the 
effect has J:: een "not to strangle, but to strengthen the new wor ld 
market." In fact, the new world market has been strengthened 
to such an extent that Stalin was able to predict with confidence 
that in view of the present tempo of industrial development in 
the 'soviet Union, China and the people's democracies, "it will 
soon come to pass that these cnuntries will not only be in no 
need of imports from capitalist countries, but will themselves 
feel the necessity of finding an outside market for their surplus 
products." 

There ~re , of course, countless facets to this crucial ques­
iion of the new worlcl market, a decisive factor in present in­
ternational relations, but the aim here is to concentrate on only 
one of them- the economic relations that have developed be­
tween the new China on the one hand and the people's demo­
cracies on the other . 

Since 1950 these constantly ex nding trade relations have 
supplemented key Sino-Soviet and Soviet-East European 
economic oooperation and have been of tremendous importance 
to the plans of all the ~ople's democracies, and the remarkable 
progress made by China since the establishment of the Central 
People's Government in October 1949. 

If one thing above all others serves to underline the fi asco 
of the Western embargo it is the fact that large-scale economic 
construction has begun in China and that, in the words of Chen 
Yun, "mammoth, complex modern t nterprises of key significance 
to China's industrialization will be built one after another from 
now on." This clearly portends future Sino-East European 
trade exchanges on a scale that will by comparison dwarf even 
the present all-time record volume of com11 ' rce taking place 
between the people's democracies and China. 

Already China's foreign trade has exceeded the highest pre­
war volume, and the Soviet Union and the people's democracies 
account for the largest share of it-something like 70 p~rcent 
last year compared with 26 percent in 1950 and lil percent in 
~ 95 1. ~t the pre~ent ti~e Soviet long-term credits are making 
i t possible for Chma to import over two-thirds more industrial 
equipment and machinery each year from the U.S.S.R. alone 
than she was importing from all t~e capitalist countries before 
the Second World War . 

In 1951, for the first time in more than 70 years, China re­
corded a favorable bal.ance of tra~e with exports exceeding im­
ports by more than nme percent. MOl'.eover the entire former 
pattern of China's fore ign trade based on s~mi-colonial depend­
ence on imperialist countries has been completely transformed 
through what Stalin described as the chief characteristic of 
the new world market-"a sincere desire to help one another 
an<l to promote the economic progress of all. " 

WIT~ ~he Soviet Union , the people's democracies are now 
Chma s best cus.tomers for a number of traditional exports, 

such as tea and silk. The important silk and tea producing 
area of East China, for instance, sends about · percent of its 
ra\~ -and processed silk output to these markets and 70 percent 
of ~ts tea a~ well as large quantities of meat, eggs, oil , sausage 
ca~mgs, fru1t..tand feathers. 

Chinese handicrafts and a score Jf other special local prod­
ucts - peppermint, lacquer, wax, ginger - are now selling in 
East European markets for the first time. Last. year, China 
began export ing tobacco to Eastern Europe and regular 
shipments have followed ever since. The value of tobacco im~ 
ported into China from the US between 1905 and 1949 has been 
estimated at US$830,000,000. 

. ~hina's huge northwestern province, Sinkiang, is also shar­
ing 1n trade with the people's democracies and is exchanging 
wool, sheepskins and hides for equipment needed in the vast 
program of making the Northwest one of the great industrial 
bases of China. 

J~HN .CARTER! an Ena;lish newspaperman, is a speciali1t in 
econonuc affairs. In view of the current interest in East-Writ trade 
the Re~ew asked Mr. Carter to write the accompanying article which 
surveys new China's trade relations with Eastern Europe.. ' 
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The importance of trade with China to the people's demo­
eracies and the advantages that China enjoys through access 
to expanding markets and growing sources of industrial supplies 
can best be seen by considering the bilateral exchanges that are 
taking place. 

LJNDOUBTEDLY because of the great advantage she enjoyed 
with a merchant shipping service trading to China ports, 

Poland was first among the Eastern European nations to enter 
into trade relations with the new China. Under the agreement 
her exports to China included mining machinery, rolling stock 
and railway equipment, textiles, steel products and chemicals. 

By the end of 1960 deliveries were being made on an in­
creasing scale and in October 11 Polish vessel arrived at Tien­
tsin with a cargo which included in addition to Polish goods, 
automobiles and machinery from Czechoslovakia. Sugar was 
also an important Chinese import from Poland and by early 
1951 shipments had made possible a 40 percent reduction in the 
retail price in China. 

In 1951, Sino-Polish trade was six times the 1950 volume 
and many times larger than the peak pre-war figures. Further 
expansion is foreseen in the latest agreement signed between 
the two countri es last July. Under it China will exchange ore, 
asbestos, graphite, textile raw materials, hides, grain and 
agricultural products, tobacco and tea for Polish rolling stock, 
machinery, metals, chemicals and paper. 

JT was clear from the outset that Czechoslovak heavy industry 
would play an important QIW!plementary role to plans for 

the industrialization of China. Tn turn China's raw materials 
early began to meet some of Czechoslovakia's most urgent r e­
quirements. Under the 1950 agreement Czechoslovakia's prin­
c·ipal imports were vegetable oils and other raw materia!R. 
Deliveries from China, together with supplies from the Soviet 
Union and the other people's democracies, have since been 
adequate for the production of artificial fats in Czechoslovakia. 

Other imports from China included wolfram, lead, mercury, 
silk and bristles. The bulk of exports to China consisted of 
heavy engineering goods, precision instruments and cars and 
trucks. The exchange of goods between the two countries began 
immediately and within a few days of the :;igning of the agree­
ment, ships had left Poland and China. Even though sea trans· 
port between Stettin and Tientsin takes some two and a half 
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months, the exchange of goods had been fully developed by the 
end of 1950. 

In May, 1951, China participated in the Prague Fair, and 
following the discussions which then took place between the 
Chinese delegation and Czechoslovak trade officials it was an­
nounced that Sino-Czechoslovak trade was to increase fourfold 
compared with 1950. A month later Chen Yun, Chairman of 
the Committee of Financial and Economic Affairs of the Central 
People's Government of China, was able to tell a Czechoslova'k 
correspondent in Peking that Sino-Czechoslovak economic co­
operation was effectively countering America's blockade. Not­
able developments in the 1951 agreement were prices fixed in­
dependently of those ruling in the world market and prov1s1on 
for Czechoslovakia to deliver to China steel plants and iron 
foundries. 

The third Sino-Czechoslovak agreement for the exchange of 
goods was signed in Prague in July, 1962, and machine tools 
and factory equipment were included in the list of scheduled 
Czechoslovak exports. China will continue to supply key raw 
materials for heavy and light industry, reflecting the constantly 
ri ~ i ng output of ores and metal concentrates and vegetable oils. 

AS PREMIER GROTEWOHL pointed out when referring to 
the signing of the first Sino-German trade agreement, com­

mercial relatjpns between the two countries "have, for the Ger­
man people, importance far 
beyond the frontiers of the 
German Democratic Republic." 
HC' explained : "Broad sections 
of West German businessmen 
see in the close friendship of 
the GDR with People's China 
bases and possibilities for the 
increase and expansion of all 
Gr:rman foreign trade with 
China. This fact is of great 
significance for relations be­
tween Eastern and Vt.7 es tern 
Germany. It raises the Ruthor­
ity of the GDR in Western Ger­
many and contributes essen­
tially to the bringing together 
of Germans from the east and 
west in their struggle for 
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the creation of · a united, independent, peace-loving and demo­
cratic Germany." 

Sino-German trade exchanges are now greater than the 
record pre-war volume of trade between China and a united Ger­
many. As long ago as the beginning of 1961 it was reported 
that heavy machine tools comprised one-half of the German 
Democratic Republic's exports to China. Production in the GDR 
qas expanded since then and machine tools, needed to supple­
ment the product!:' of China's own growing machine tool indus­
try, will undoubtedly continue to occupy an important place 
in GDR exports to China. 

Mining machinery, precision instruments and textile equip­
ment, all outstanding products of C'.rerman industry, are also 
aiding China's industrialization. Under recent agreement a 
complete sugar factory for China is being built in the GDR 
for delivery before the end ·of 1953. · 

Among products of light industry being exPQrted to China 
one of the most interesting is a Chinese typewriter with over 
2,500 characters on each of three keyboards. It is made by 
the nationalized "Optima" factory near Erfurt and is superior 
to the Japanese model hitherto the most widely used in China. 

APART from raw materials, Hungary has been sending a 
wide range of the products of her heavy industry to China 

:.._tractors and other agricultural machinery, PQWer-driven pumps, 
heavy electrical equipment, chemicals and machine tools. Trade 
between the two countries is on a 'far greater scale than ever 
before and virtually everything that Hungary is producing in 

growing volume for ex· 
port is finding a market 
in China in return for 
traditional Chinese ex· 
purts. 

Hungary's exhibits at 
the Bombay and Karachi 
fairs early last year and 
at the Leipzig Fair in 
September made it clear 
that the extent to which 
she can contribute to the 
carrying out of China's 
g i g a n t i c development 
projects could scarcely 

have been imagined a decade ago. 

Indicative of the astonishing progress that the people's demo­
cracies have made within the framework of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Aid is the fact that industrial products are 
among the goods now being sent to China by two countries that 
were formerly among the most backward in Europe, Rumania 
and Bulgaria. Rumania's exports include industrial equipment, 
electncal products, oil products and chemicals; and imports from 
China consist of metals, chemica ls, vegetable oils and tea. 

A Sino-Bulgarian agreement, also concluded last summer 
was the first in Bulgaria's history. Before the Second World 
War, Bulgaria did not even have official trade relation s with 
Kuomi ntang China, and Chinese imports were purchased on 
the West European market. Under the current agreement Bul­
g~ria is to supply China with machine tools, electrical products, 
nitrogen fertilizers an<l chemicals in return for non - ferrous 
~etals, cotton, silk, tea and hides. Bulgarian machine tools go­
in g to China include lathes , shapers, presses and- -pneumatic 
hammers, some of which wrre shown at Leipzig last year. 

SINCE goods from the people's democracie~ e to travel more 
. than 14,000 miles by sea to China , shipping is of crucial 
im portance. The steps being taken to solve this huge problem 
are of spe~al importance in view of the considerable extent to 
which shipping monopolies have been a)Jle to hinder the develop­
men t of East-West trade. The noted Indian economist, Mr. Gyan 
Chand, who acted as chairman of the group at the Moscow 
l!:ronomic Conference concerned with the trading problems of 
unci er-developed countries, was only one of many Asian speakers 
who drew attention to the concentration of shipping in the hands 
of a few countries and international cartels. 

As the Batory has fittingly symbolized on several especially 
notable occasions, the Polish mercantile marine is already a 
challenge to those who would make sh ipping a barrier instead 
of an aid to the development of peaceful international trade. 

From two ports of world importance, Gdansk-Gdynia and 
Stettin, two Polish shipping companies-Polish Ocean Lines and 
Polish Steamship Company-are operating no fewer than 17 
regular lines linking Eastern Europe with the major ports of 
Europe, the Americas, North Africa and the Far East. 

At the present time Poland's ocean-going fleet is about three 
times the pre-war size. In 1947 it consisted of 42 vessels with 



a total canying capacity of 155,500 tons. Two years later it 
had been increased to 190,000 tons, and the target for 1966 
is in the region of 580,000 tons, which will probably mean b&­
tween 150 and 200 ships. S'ome of these are being built in 
Danish and other foreign shipyards, and some would have been 
built in British yards if the British government .hnd not ~ub­
mitted to American pressure and refused to fulfill Poiish orders. 

Similarly the G€ritian Democratic Republic is building a 
merchant fleet, a large portion of which will be engaged in the 
China trade. Under the Five-Year Plan, 50 ocean-going ships 
are to be completed, most of them for the GDR's own use. 
Since, like Czechoslovakia and Hungary, the GDR has the use 
of Stettin at the mouth of the Oder River, a deep-sea port for 
the Democratic Republic is not planned. Other ports such as 
Wismar Rostock and Stralsund are, however, being enlar~ 
and a ~rogram is well advam;ed to make Wismar an important 
trans-shipment port for potash going to China and other Far 
Eastern countries. When completed, the port will be capable 
of accommodating ships of 10,000 tons and over. 

Hungary and Rumania are also carryfng out shipbuilding 
programs that will have an important bearing on future sea 
communications between Eastern Europe and China. The Hun­
garian Five-Year Plan provides for the construction of modern 
motor tugs, large barges and three Danube sea-going ships. 
Large investments are being made in the ship-building industry 
under the Ru·manian Five-Year Plan and vessels to be built 
include large cargo ·ships and sea-going tugs. 

A Czechoslovak merchant fleet is also now in existence. The 
Czechoslovak vessel Republi~ docked at Tientsin last July with 
a cargo of goods being delivered under the Sino-Czechoslovak 
agreement. 

Not to be overlooked either is the tremendous development 
of internal water transport in the people's democracies. Undertak­
ings such as the Danube-Black Sea Canal in Rumania are already 
well advanced. The projected navigable waterway linking the 
great canals of the Soviet Union with the ·rivers of Poland and 
the G€rman Democratic Republic will aid still further the vast 
exchange of goods between the Soviet Union, China and the 
people's democracies. 

CHINA'S own ship-building program is going ahead and 
models of big river boats shown at Leipzig suggested the 

tremendous potentialities of an industry now being modernized 
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and developed on a hitherto unprecedented scale. Of great im­
~ortaz:ice t?o i~ the completion of the new Tangku harbor link­
mg T1entsm with the sea and !Jroviding accommodation for ships 
of 10,000 tons. In the past, vessels over 3 000 tons could not 
sail up the shallow Hai Ho River which codnects Tientsin with 
the sea, and had to discharge their cargoes onto lighter~. 

1:he tremendously important point about present trading 
relat10ns between the people's democracies and G"1ina and their 
certa in future expansion, is that they <lo not, and will not ex­
hau st the capacity either of China or the people's <lemocr;cic~ 
to trade with the rest of the world. The fact is that at a time 
when Sino-East European commercial exchanges have r eached a 
volum~ never attained or even approaeh ed in the past, all the 
countries concerned have declared their willingness and their 
ability to trade with the West. 

Without exception their delegates to the Moscow Confer­
ence listed specific goods that could be supplied to the West 
and named Western products that would be acceptable as ex­
ports. As Dr. Chen Han-seng, one of the Chinese delegates, 
:wrote ~fter the conference, in spite of the huge deliveries of 
mdustr1al equipment China is receiving from the Soviet Union 
and the people's democracies, "we will need ore 'han what 
the>;e cou_ntries can export to us." A GDR fore ign trade re­
pre~e~.tative made _the same point when he declared at Leipzig 
that oi·dcr;'f -are 1mmed1ately (JOssible from China for three 
generations.' 

The plain lesson of the trade that has developed between 
~he. people_'s . de~ocracies and China is that <'Oun tries engaged 
m 111dustnahzat10n, development of their-entire resources and 
impr~ving Ji ving standards make not only possible, but im­
perative a freer exchange of goods than the world has ever 
known. There is in fact no more telling argument for full, 
equal and peaceful trade than the daily-mounting achievemenh 
of those countries at present so engaged. 

SINO-GERMAN TRADE AGREEMENT 

THE ~953 Sino-G_erman Trade Agreement, signed irr-
Pekmg on Apnl 30, stipulates that the Democratic 

~erman Republic will provide China with machinery, scien­
t1fi~ eq~1pment, electric appliances and_ chemicals while 
C_hma will send Germany soyabeans, grain, mineral products, 
oils and fats. Trade this year between the two countries 
will be 34 percent more than in 1952. 
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Tibetan Autonomous Government Established ----... 

HOM~ RULE FOR TIBETAN 

MINORITY IN SZECHUEN 

THE Tibetans who left their 
high plains and came down 

the trade routes to settle in 
the western provinces of Sze- · 
chuen and Sikang met with 
the hostility of the local popu­
lation and officials, for minor­
ity peoples were treated as in­
feriors in old China. But they 
stayed to •populate a large 
part of northwestern Sze­
oehuen where the soil was more 
fertile and the climate not so 
arduous as in their own land. 

In an area larger than Eng­
land-330 by 200 miles-with 
a population of 500,000 of 
whom three-quarters are Tibe 
an, a second Tibetan Auto­
nomous Government has been 
set up, following the establish­
ment of a similar autonomous 
government in Sikang. 

The chairman, Sunchiyosih , 
is a Tibetan, two of the four 
vice-ehairmen are also Tibetan 
and 25 of the 40 councilmen. 
They were chose n at the First 
People's Repre~entatives' Con­
ference of the Tibetan District 
of Szechuen, held at the end 
of 1952 and attended by 
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~62 representatives, including 
Tibetans and other minorities, 
representatives of the 'govern­
ment and various bodies. 

In this large area, which 
lier, well over a mile above sea 
level and is bounded by snow­
capped mountains, there are 
vast virgin forests, and herds 
of cattle, sheep and horses 
roam the 200-mile wide steppe 
to the north. Grains, medi· 
cinal herbs, fruits and musk 
a s well as furs and buiter are 
in abundance. The land is 
rich in natural resources: de­
posits of gold, silver, coal and 
iron have yet to be exploited. 

Over the mountains now 
runs a highway, taking the 
place of a former path on the 
brinks of precipices. Trucks 
loaded with tea, oil, sail and 
cloth can be driven through 
mountain passes, and the 
native products sent out. 

The 26 state trading offices 
and eight cooperatives set up 
have brought better living for 
the Tibetan people. Former­
ly, 100 catties of wool wu 
exchanged for 96 feet of 
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cloth; now the ratio is 100 
catties for 482 feet. An 
ounce of musk can be sold 
for 192 catties of corn in­
stead of 40 catties-the price 
in 1950. 

The total area now boasts 
many primary and middle 
schools as well as . teachers' 
c.olleges. One hundred spare­
time and evening schools have 
been set up. 

In addition, medical teams 
have been organized and have 
carried out large-scale vacci­
nation and inoculation work. 

The Tibetan people have 
their own rkh tradition and 

KANG 

culture. They a;e talented in 
dancing and singing and have 
~uch to contribute in enrich­
mg China's national art 
. They also have a r~voJu. 

t1onary tradition. When the 
R~d Arm~ passed through 
thrn area m 1935 during the 
famous Long March the 
minority peoples supported the 
army and some enlisted. The 
ne_wly~elected chairman, Sun· 
chiyos1Ji. is one of them 

No longer is this ar~a in­
fested with bandits and spe­
cial agents. Each passing day 
s:!es new improvements for 
the minority peoples. 

SZECHUEN 
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Our YWCA Literacy Class 
Betty Chandler Chang 

THE 400 students of our 
YWCA spare-time school 

welcomed the New Year with 
a gala evening of program 
and dancing, pleased to find 
that we housewives nn<l 
mothers have much artistic 
talent in our group, and that 
we can get together to play as 
enthusiastically as to learn. 
The party was financed by 
school surplus funds. 

Although our &ehool fee is 
the equivalent of only 50 cents 
a month, we ended up the old 
school year with money on 
hand not only for a party but 
for extra school equipment, 
and held a meeting to deciric 
what to buy-books for the 
library, ping-pong or basket­
ball equipment. A sound finan­
cial s ituation in a school i~ 
another new phenomenon 
here, since corruption has 
been wiped out, and also the 
government gives real support 
to our adult education pro­
gram. 

In fact, the women in our 
second grade are so enthusias­
tic a~ut nil the activitieg of 
spare-~me school that almost 
nothing can keep any of us 
away a day. This isn't eaKy, 
for many of the women in our 
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class had been held down :.ill 
their lives by the old custorr.s. 

One student was actually a 
slave girl in her childh ood. 
Later she was sold as a con­
cubine to one of Tientsin's 
formerly prominent bankers, 

. and as such had been confined 
to the top floor of his luxuri­
cus modern home for years. 

Another schoolmate now in 
her fifties sniri that in the old 
society she could · go out only 
once a year at lunar New 
Year and then only to see old­
style Chinese opera. Wh ?. n 
men guests came to call, she 
was supposed to retire to h.: r 
room upstair~ . unless guests 
were kin or close friend s of 
the family. She was more 
lucky than some of her 
generation, for after the Man­
chu rulers were overthrown 
in 1911 her feet were re­
leased from the bin<lings that 
custom derrced and they are 
c0 nly slightly deformed. Now, 
as she says, she is going to 
school to have her mind un­
bound. 

The past life of many of the 
students was bitter, and often 
they took refuge in "sickli­
ness." Our first grade was 
full of ailing students. They 

complained of all sorts of 
achei. and pains and of 
"nerves," so that between­
class talk was at first almost 
entirely tales of woe. . 

But still the women came to 
school pretty regularly in 
spi te of all their troubles, in­
cludmg the summer heat. As 
time went on "sickness" be­
came l~s and less. Now the 
current before and .after-class 
talk has turned to a much 
more constructive angle. 

The women arc cheerfully 
exc hanging housekeeping tips 
and favorite recipes. But 
more and more is our conver­
sation centering around the 
larger group-the neighbor­
hood, the city. Most of the 
women participate in their 
neighborhood government and 
have problems in common 
to discuss, such as their 
volunteer .i,obs in health and 
puulic safe1y work. 

My desk-mate is ::!4, and 
says she was sick for the past 

20 years~ She was forced to 
marry an old businessman 
with a rascal of a son of 21. 
Only now is-she able to separ­
ate from her husband and 
begin to Jive a life of her own. 
This woman is one of our star 
students and is away ahead of 
the rest of us in clasa. 

The young engaged girl in 
the row in front of me says 
she is going to improve her 
future marriage relationship 
by learning to read, write and 
figure. The woman directly 
behind me had to overcome 
her opium habit before start" 
ing to school. 

But learning ·the "three R'~" 
is not all that's accomplished 
at sc hool. It's a surprising 
thing to us who ,.,.ere "educat­
ed" in the society to see 
all kinds of people taking 
problems into their own 
hands, an,d settling them hap­
pily and satisfactorily - no 
time or energy wasted. There 
\\·a s an example of such "little 

. BE1:1°Y CHANDLER CHANG, a Review contributing editor, 
has lived m the nortliern port city of Tientsin since 1940. Previously, 
~he ~ad spent ~ne rea~ in China as an American exc~ange student 
m Lingnan; Umvers1ty m Canton. A graduate of OrPgon State Col· 
lege, Mn. Chang took post-graduate work in the field of dietetics at 
the · University of Michigan, where she met her husband, a Chinese 
surgeon. 

Mrs. Chang describea in this article her experiences in learning 
to become literate at a spare-time school for women. Like many 
mothers in new China, sbe has eagerly taken the new opportunities 
open to women to learn to read and write the difficult Chinese lan­
guage. The application of the "quick learning" method for studying 
Chinese characters and the opening of numerous spare-time Scheoo!A 
have encouraged women- to qualify themselves forl'esponaible jobe in 
Cli.ina'• reconatnu:ti.on work. 
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Teachers at spare-time 
peuants in Peking learn the 
ing Chinese characters. 

~ people's courts" in our class 
one day between language 
and arithmetic. 

A student with one child of 
three-and-a-half years began 
bringing the little girl to 
school with her. But little 
Ling-ling couldn't sit still for 
the two class hours, and every 
time she fidgeted her mother 
gave her a rap on the head. 
This went on for several days. 
We all had been wincing but 
no one had said anything. 
Then one day while our 
teacher was out of the room 
and poor Ling-ling got another 
knock on her pretty little 
head, one of our classmates 
spoke up. 

"Ling-ling," she said, "isn't 
your head swollen enough ? 
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Why do you allow Mama to 
knock you so?'' The puzzled 
child did not reply but the 
other students started giving 
opm1ons one after another. 
One thought a naughty child 
might be spanked on the bot­
tom as a last resort, but never 
on the head. 

Another mother, who at­
tends the parent-teacher meet­
ings in her children's school 
said, "Children can be per­
suaded; there's no need to hit 
or spank at all." She cited 
the nursery school children 
who don't know any sort of 
corporal punishment and yet 
obey their teachers and par­
ents willingly. 

Ling-ling's. tnother listened 
quietly to all this with. head 

down .as though busy with her 
homework, but she stopped 
hitting her child. And since 
the lesson was entirely objec­
tive no feelings were hiirt. 
This incident showed once 
again how well people can 
govern themselves even before 
they have succeeded in educat­
ing themselves. 

The school sometimes also 
serves as a clearing house for 
irievances. Students may 
"speak out their bitterness," 
as they call it, when the gov­
ernment asks for suggestions, 
as it often does. The last 
time we had such a session 
one of our classmates, Li 
Cheri, told her story. 

She was 13 when the Japa:· 
nese occupied Tientsin. As 
her family was very poor, she 
went into one of the Japanese 
factories where she -worked 
under ~r.rible conditions o! 

virtual slavery. Never once 
during the four years there 
did she feel her stomach full. 
So with VJ . Day and the 
mushrooming of night spots 
to meet Kuomintang and US 
troops' demands, she became a 
taxi-dancer and thus got at 
least one good meal a day. 

A hasty marriage was soon 
dissolYed, leaving her with a 
baby girl. It was a lonely 
and difficult job to raise -the 
baby, which she did with the 
aid of her mother. The child 
is now six. Li Chen was filled 
with emotion as she spoke, and 
tossed her pretty head in a 
gesture whiCh gives ·a false 
impression of self-confidence. 

With liberation, no curb 
was put on night-clubbing; 
but the ce girls were given 
a chance for study. Li 
Chen was quick to realize 
that her future lay in pr~ 

Women workers in a textile mill study Otinete 
characters at a spare-time school. 



Peasant women attending school 

ciuctive work rather than 
dancing for the pleasure of 
playboys, and she went to the 
employment bureau to register 
for work. 

But either because she was 
over-sensitive, or actually be­
cause of her absolute lack of 
education, she felt slighted. 
Her application for work was 
rejected. Angry with the em­
ployment agency, she enrolled 
in spare-time school. Then,­
fore, when stud ents' grievan­
ces against the agency were 
soli<'ited she burst out with 
her story, and also brought 
out her deep-rooted bitterness 
against the Japanese, the Kuo­
mintang, and the US oceupa­
tionists-bitterness that had 
eaten into her early life. 
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She became for the · fir st 
time conscious of the real 
cause of her misfortunes. It 
wa sn't the agency after all , 
but the old society that invit­
ed imperialist occupation ! 

With great emotion she said, 
"Now I want to speak ou t . 

e been a worker under th e 
most hon-id conditions since l 
was a child of 13. Who wants 
to be a dance girl! F,yen now 
I can't stand dancing! In 
those days it seemed the only 
thing I could do to support 
my child and mother." 

Our whole class supported 
this schoolmate's position. Our 
teacher, herself a young 
woman of 23, noted down Li 
Chen's story and handed it on 
for transmission to the muni-

cipal government where it is 
sure to result in more sympa­
thetic attention being paid to 
applications for work by such 
victims of the old society. 

Another suggestion to the 
employment bureau was made 
by some of the older women: 
They felt that existing age 
lini.its for entrance into some 
lines of technical work would 
bar them from entering their 
chosen fields by the time they 
were ready to take the en­
t rance examination. But other 
older women voiced their be­
lief that Tientsin's rapid in­
dustrialization program would 
make jobs avai lable for all of 
us by the time we were cul­
t urally and technically quali ­
fied for them. 

This in turn brought out a 
further demand for rcsump · 
tion of political lectures. Dur­
ing the sitriimer we had been 
hearing two political lectures 
each month, but at that time 
some students were not keen­
ly intere~ted. Some brought 
sewing or knitting, some actu­
:illy fell asleep. It's a totally 
different story now that sev­
eral months have passed with­
out fhese lectures. The 
students a re demanding them 
for as they say, "simply know­
ing characters and ·arithmetic 
isn't enough; we must learn 
more about our new society." 

So again, within an hour, 
major problems had been 
brought out and largely set­
tled. I thought how really 

direct - and genuine people's 
democracy i11 ! 

Our textbook is full of use­
ful little stories and verses 
such as the lessons on govern­
ment and privately-owned fac­
tories : 

In our state-owned fac­
to ries where tht: workers are 
indeed liberated, there's no 
longer a trace of exploita­
t ion, no contention between 
labor and capital. 

The workers have become 
masters; their livelihood is 
a«sured. With one heart let's 
increase production; our 
country is certainly strong. 

Although at present there 
is still some exploitation of 
labor by capital in our pri­
vately-owned factories, still, 
in order speed up indus­
tria lization, both labor and 
capital must profit. 

Workers ' livelihood must 
be improved; the capitalists' 
interest must be guaranteed. 
And in case a di spute should 
arise between the two sides 
it may be settled by arbitra­
tion. 

There's a well-rounded edu­
cation to be nad at spare-time 
school. These extra-curricular 
benefits add to the sti mulus to 
become literate and thus fur­
ther prepare China's women 
for technical training and jobs 
in the new society. Women 
know that this is the only r·oad 
to the true equality granted 
thi=m by the Common Program 
a nd the marriage law. 
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"Thoughts'' of Returned 
· COMMENTING on returned American prisoners of war, T~ 

magazine on May 4 reported that "the Pentagon ... . was 
in one of its periodic tizzies over . . . t.he possible extent of 
'brainwashing' . . . among the returnees." The admirals and 
generals, according to Tim e were afraid that when the returnees 
got home "their opinion would have a bad effect on the 
populace.' " 

Since the first reports by prisoners of war early in 196l 
of their good treatment in camps in North Korea, the Pentagon 
has been in fear of "infected" Americans coming home. Plans 
for returning prisoners of war suspected of not conforming to 
the official Washington line were being laid long before the 
exchange of sick and injured prisc:iers in April of this year. 

On January 2, 1952 a UP di spatch quoted the Tokyo corres· 
pondent of the National Broadcasting Company as saying: 
"Special officers are now reading all letters sent out of Com­
munist camps by American prisoners. Before air-.IllJliling the 
letters to the POW's families in the US, these officers look for 
information in the letters, including any evidence that dough­
boys have succumbed to the Communist line .... Some of the 
US officers especially selected and trained are now ready to 
interrogate our soldiers after they are released." 

A few days before the exchange of sick and injured prison­
er.s which began on April 20, a UP story revealed that the 
us' army "is ready with a pr~ram to 'reorient' to the American 
way of life any released prisoners of war who may have suc­
cumbed to Communist propaganda. . . . Army medical officers 
gave assurances that any psychiatric cases will be spotted ~t 
the screening process the soldiers will go through after their 
release.' ' 

Following the return of all 149 1 sick and injured American 
POW's, "the Army spotted all liberated American war prisoners 
who became infected by Communism during their imprisonment 
in North Korea. Army Censors refuse to permit the disclosure 
of the number of men among the 149 .. . Meanwhile, in Wash· 
ington, Army officials said today that the best techniques oi 
modern psychiatry would be applied to help a 'small group' of 

POW' s Worry US Army 
Ame_rican sol?iers who had apparently succumbed to the Com­
munists' 'brain washing' . . . " 

On May 1, "a plane . load of repatriated American prisoners 
of war ~rom Korea, designated by the Air Force as 'victims of 1 

Co~mun.1st propaganda' arrived [at Travis Air Force Base, I 
Ca .1forma] under a cloak of military secrecy. . . . The 
number of men aboard was not disclosed. The cloak of secrecy was I 
~lamped down when the plane left Tokyo. The Air Force said f 
1t was ordered by the Pentagon ... " ( A P) 

IN its May 4 edition Tim e magazine gave some inkling into 
the. COOke?·Up u.s press VPrSions Of "atrocities" against 

~mer~can pnsoners in Korea. Referring to the US army hos­
pital m Tokyo for returnees , Time reported: 

"The wards swarmed with doctors, nurnes, psychiatrists in-
tell igence officers . . . . ' 

"Newsmen were not allowed in the Tokyo hospital wards, 
?nt US correspondents had got in their licks a reedom Village 
m Munsan. Somehow a headline-hunting competition for 
'atrocity' stories had started. Most of the voluminous file of j 
atrocity storjes last week was hiJ?hly exaggerated and the total 
impression was wholly false. Under press interrog-ation at I 
'Munsan, prisoners talked of cruelty only when pressed by lead-
ing, insistent questions." I 

At the time of the release of the prisoners UP in Tokvo 
received a cable from its New York office stating : "Need oniy 
limited coveral!"e of returnin~ pri soners of war except for tales t 
of atrocities and sensation." I 

On May 6, Lord Strabolgi told Britain'~ Hon se of Lords that 

1 
"the very idea there was g-oinQ" to bt> a thaw in the cold war 
s~ems to have aroused great feelingg of a larm in certain quar-
ters." (AP) I 

He said that symotoms of this coulrl be seen "in t-he atrocity 
stories apparently fabricated in t he most shameful way arising 
out of th.e exchanl!"e of sick and wounrled prisoners. Fantaf-tic I 
stories of ill treatment were spread about, particularly in the 

Amodoan n•w<P•pm .... Jt ;, p>ycl;o•og;~1 w•rl•" of tho ~~·:.1 
damnable and despicable kind." 

·~~~~~·---t .... ~~~~~~·~~~~·~~~~-~~~~--
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THE OLD BORDER REGION 
- Traveling from Yenan to Inner Mongolia 

- WILLIAM HINTON 

YENAN, how much it means to all of China and to the whole 
world! And yet seeing now this little winding town between 

the towering loess hills all that g lorious past seems like a dream , 
hard to recall. For today Ycnan is like any other hill town, 
crowded with peasants selling faggots and buying flashlights and 
towels . Workers from the co-op and the People's Bank walk 
the streets in the evening. There is a loudspeaker broadcasting 
Chou En-lai's speech on the 1963 elections and the latest New 
Year's pictures are on sale everywhere. From the outside the 
only thing- to remind one of his tory is the memorial hall where 
historical objects are on display. 

One keep!: repeating to oneself, ·'This iR Yenan, thi ~ is the 
base from which the revolution liberated all of China!" And 
yet when one sees this quiet place and these immense hills it 
seems an incredibly more difficult taRk thun one had thou g-ht 
before. 

I went up onto the hills above the town past the many bycr~ 
of caves where the majority of Yenanites live, up to the very 
heights now disfigured by decaying trenches and fortifications 
left behind by Hu Tsung-nan's Kuomintang troops. 

The hills here have a strange appearance-like the drooping 
petals of many petalled flow " the slopes of loess overhang 
each other. On these incredible slopes the peasants plow and 
plant and harvest. The hills are old and scarred, brown and 
bare, with never a tree to grace the crest. Yet the landscape jg 

not without coloring brought on by the play of light and shade 
on the many-surfaced knolls and ridges. 

BEGINNING a few days before New Years all traffic on the 
roads ceases and everybody makes for home. There is noth­

ing a would-be traveler can do but wait 10 to 16 days until 
things pick up again. I was afraid it was already so close to 
New Years that I could never get a mule and a guide to take 
me north but I hooked up with the very last pack train out of 
Y enan before the holidays. 
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The muleteer had 12 clonk d h . 
with three men to care foi· t~ys an t rec mules in his string 
different relative-uncle broUic~mbroEthac~. anl1mal bedlonged to a 

t t d . ' • e1 -1n- aw-an they were 
en rns e to this man for th e t · H h 
salt from Ting Byan. On therif;.i ~ . ad come to Yenan with 
several government wo1·kcrs goinn- pto otl1 th. \hv1th me there were 
y 

1 
.... 1e11 omes for the New 

ear an t an old peasant na , 1 K . 
Anbyan. met ang on hi s way hom e to 

Our second night 
b
. was s pent at an attractive Jittl · h · h 

up a ovc the road and carved out f . I . . . c mn ig 
havc- .. Jos t that flo '. t I o a ocss cliff. l!c r C' th e hills 
and treeless domcsw~~dp~·i~gc~Jl:uet ~~~~ea~1S~h u1.'e Ls imdpl y sca r rPd 

e t e Y eep gulleys. 

'!'he inn itself cons is ted of two cave• one with a d 
outside and th e other conn ected w· u th . '1· . . . . oor to the 
and with on! · d . 1 1 e 11 ::; t b) •1 narrow ras•a"'e 

Y a wm ow opening to the t ·u Th. ~ 
cave is commo ou s i c. is tYPe of 
. . n enoui;h , but what di s tinguis hed th ·. · , 
its ~xtrcmc neatness and cleanlin ess. The arch ed ~:il~nnn was 
walls. had been wa shed with a I' h• b g and f k d · ig • ruwn paint Bowls ho s IC s an ute nsil s were all washcd vig . .1 . · ·' c p-
and placed neatly on a s helf. 01 ous Y 111 very hot water 

Evidently the inn had a g reat rcputati 
it filled to overflowing In onler t fit 1 . for by ni .l\'htfall 
feet to feet in two ro~s with 

0 
°1 u.s a 111 .we had to s leep 

th . , ·f . . · ur cgs 111tcrlock111"' TJ11·s d 
mgs u1rly tight and to add to our . ..... . ma e 

extremcly.t fiot du e to all th JI t1 oubles the lm11 g was 
th t e nooc cs whi ch were preria 1 r s ovc .to feed thi s hung ry crowd. rec on 

. The next day we "turned the mountain " a . I . 
1s (m eaning we crossed th e high ·t . t) • s t 1c CXTJress1on 
into a spectacular or h cs pom • and dropped clown 
ro k Th ~ .. gc undreds of feet dl•c•p and cut in solid 

c . ey say thi s is very dangcrnus durin ' th .. 
for any s howci· 011 the h .11 . . b g c 1 amy season 1 ~ <l ovc can cau se a deluge · th · 
c~n yo n from which no nnv .co• dd esca pe ali~P ' T '. ' .111 IS 

time no one dawdl es here. but in winter sin.~c · ~ o l H sum r.i cr 
th e place is safe enoug h. • · 1 nevr r rains, 

WILLIAM HlNTON I\ · 
past several yea rs in Chin:a, :i~d l1~sc r11rc~1v1:ladgr<_>nornist, has spent the 

T . , .. . .. ' c Jn many pan f th 
co"ntry. he a~comi:iany111g article dc~cribcs the trip h : 0

k th 'e 
pastk 'winte r to v1~1t his brothe r-in . la w, Sidney Engst wh c h oo bee ls 

wor ing on a livest<><-k cxperiuwnt I ( h • o as 11! 
Mon golia. · a arm on t <' h-Orcl<•r of Inner 
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The gorge eventually led out into a broad river valley. All 
along the sides of the valley holes and caves were cut into the 
cliff walls, some of them very extensive and elaborate and all of 
them absolutely inaccessible. I was told these were the hideouts 
for the people in former times when the Mohammedan horsemen 
raided here, killing every living thing they could get their hands 
on. The shelters are cut into solid rock high on the cliffs with 
only handholds in the rock, or temporary board catwalks as a 
means of entrance. It was obvious that at some places there 
had been drawbridges which could be pulled up leaving only 
a sharp drop between the attackers and the defenders. 

In earlier times these places were practically impregnable 
since any attacker would have to come up the smooth face of 
the cliff and could easily be sent to his death with rocks thrown 
by those hidden in the caves above. 

When the Kuomintang troops came up in such masses, they 
overflowed the valley and had to march in the mountains on 
either side. They too killed everything they could lay their 
hands on. But this time the people were organized and fought 
back from the hills. In less than two years' time the army was 
cut up, run to exhaustion and routed. 

As we went up the valley we passed group after group of 
peasants going downstream. ·'They had been to the fair in the 
county seat and were going home with cloth, red paper for door 
jamb and window decorations, and New Year's pictures. Some 
even had candy and other delicacies for the children. All were 
gay and well dressed. Some were singing as they walked along. 

If you did not see these people living here you would not 
believe that these mountains could support such a population. 
The hills are so barren, dry an ~teep it seems hopeless to try 
to plant anything. Yet they raise good crops and keep lots 
of livestock. 

oz TAN HS.JEN is a tiny place hardly as big as an ordinary 
vi llage on the Hopei plain, yet here where a village consists 

of three houses it is a regular metropolis. There is only one 
street lined with houses and shops surrounded by the ruins of 
an ancient earthen wall and watch-towers. All around are high 
loess hills. 

In the back of the town is a large building set on a hill, 
the memorial to Liu Dz Tan who built here the old Shan-Kan­
Ning border region. He was born in this town and educated 
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at Yuiin middle school where ther . 
&'roup. There he and Kao K e was a Communist PRrty 
turned to the hills to set u :ng became ~ommunists and re­
the "Red Spears" in the P t ~easant soviet. They organized 
region to which the whole m;:n am~ :nd gradually built up the 
Army finally advanced at thmmund1s Party leadership and Red 

. e en of the Long March. 
Lm Dz Tan was later killed . b . 

beginning of the Anti-Japanese ;) rattle m .shansi toward the 
ten by the Chinese people S a . He will never be forgot­
w_a'( goes through here hi~ m::;r ·~~Y nlrbfar o!f when the high-
v1s1tors. 1 

WI e enlivened with many 

Pao An , a s this county wa II 
capital of the whole Border R ~ ca ed before, was once the 
Committee. Here the famous e'k~~ ~~ the home of the Central 
and Chairman Mao gave his lectur my" Acade~y was set up 
-China's Revolutionary War,, G es on . Strategic Problems of 
Teh-huai were the student~ L' en~rals hke Lin Piao and Peng 
Central People's Government ind o-chu, now sec,retary of the 
There wasn't so much that c~u~~\e ti run ~he. c~-op store here. 
only a few bolts of cloth o th ought I? it in those days­
snl t in the bins. Now th n e sh.elves •. a little grain and some 
such things as Shanghai cfot~o-~h is quite flourishing, stocking 

' ermos flasks flashlights. 
We stayed at a little inn wh. h 

standard of the loess cave on the ic ;ahs no~ nearly up to the 
were higher •~ because w . ~oa t e night before. Prices 

JrVV e were m the "city." 

Of course, the whole population turned out to see "the for-

Tse-tung in 1939 talkinl' to the 

• 

I' 
I: 
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eigner." I had become used to this in my travels-the fr iendly 
curiosity and laughter at my light hai-r, blue eyes, but especially 
the "gao-bi-tze" (big nose) by which all foreigners are known. 
Tonight it seemed too much. I was suffering from fever sores on 
my face and tj!ed from the day's trip. But the people were insist­
ent; they· poked their fingers through the paper on the windows 
and peeked through. Others pushed their way through the door 
when someone brought me hot water. Finally two government 
workers came into my room. 

"You should talk to t hese people," they said. "They have 
never seen a foreigner before and they want to be friendly." 

Of course, they were right. I opened the door and all of 
us spent a very pleasant evening talking of this and that. 

THE n~xt morning we were off just before dawn. It was a 
beautiful cloudless day. Here and there on the hills a fl ock 

of sheep grazed on the dry remains of last year's grass. In the 
valley two donkey colts fought playfully. A peasant in a sheep­
skin rode by on a mule. It seemed as if it had always been 
this way, as if nothing had changed, would change, or cou ld 
change. 

St> it -seemed on the surface. Here there are no trains . no 
trucks, _no tractors, no factories, not even any oil wells. On ly 
one or two new iron plows have ever beel1 seen here. Improved 
sheep are talked about but haven't arrivcJ yet. The flock s on 
the hills are mainly hlack goats and fat-tailed, Jong-wooled sheep. 
These have been raised here for centuries. 

-- And yet this is only the surface. In these hills live men 
who know that in spi te of the wood en plows and long-tailed sheep 
of today this area will move forward with the rest of China 
until it is unrecogniza ble. It will push • forward by these 
very same men and women who are hack ing at the hills with 
mattocks and scou ring the gullies for a li t tle brush for their 
cooking fir es . Already they are attending evening classes for 
literacy, and th ey are learning to Jet their children choose free­
ly their wives and hu sbands . They are organizing into mutual 
aid teams and learning to select seeds. 

The man walking beside me is no simple "hill billy," and 
yet I -think he is fairly typical of the peasants of the r egion. 
He is the eiected representative of his district to the year-end 
conference in Yenan, now on his way home. There he has 50-60 
mou of hill land, a few sheep and a cow. He lives and works 
like any other peasant, yet he talks like an educated man. 
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"What was t he meeting at Yenan about?" I ask him. 

"It was a meeting of the whole region-cadres and people's 
representatives to hear and discuss the tasks for 1953." 

"And what are the tasks?" 

"We have four. The first is to give full support to Korea 
until peace is won; thi s mus t be organized and strengthened. 
The second is the economic construction of the country. The 
third is preparing for and canying out th e nation-wide elections; 
and the ·fourth and right now the imn-...:Jiate task is education 
for the new marriage law." 

" Are there still unfree man:iage~ here'!'' 

"Yes, t here s till are. F orced marriages and sale marriages 
arc s till much too frequ ent. Of cours<', we have many free mar­
fr1ges now too but we have a lot to do y~t before a ll the feudal 
cus toms are wiped out." 

"And what about pr od uction? Whal is the main task here '' " 
" We mus t organi ze mutual aid i;roups on a wide scale." 
" You mean all thP peasants ha,·c not organized ye t?" 

"Yes, there are still some, too many in fact, w are go ing 
il a lon e. They li ve very far, scatt e-r ed in the hills. It's not like 
on the Hopei plain . Our task is to organize groups where there 
a re none, make .itear round g r oups "•here there are only tem­
porary ones, and set up two produ cer~ cooperatives where con­
dit ions are ripe fo r that." 

This man ce rtainly knew a lot, saw clea rly , and his ideas 
arc advanced, the most advanced ideas in the world. Yet he is 
a peasant with 60 mou of hill land , a few sheep a nd a cow. 

And .what is happening in these hills in 1953. F eudal mar­
riage customs are be ing wiped out, peasants are being organi zed 
for mutual aid and even one step furthe r , for cooperative farm­
ir.g, elec tions-the firs t nati ona l elect ions ever held irr-China­
are to be hel\i, and eve1·yone is putt ing renewed effort into aid 
for Korea to see to it tha t the imper ialis ts never aga in dare 
poke their noses into China. 

Before I had a chance to talk with him further he removed 
hi s bed roll from a donkey and cut up a narrow ravine to the 
eas t of the main valley. His home lay somewhere there behind 
the hill s in a place connected with the outs ide world only by a 
foo tpath. 
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That night we struck off into even wilder more remote coun­
try than we had been in hitherto. We went up a very steep 
narrow gor.g~' and .then after a very sharp climb out "turned 
t~e mountain . agam. From the top, which seemed to be the 
h1g~est .summit an~he.re around, we could see to the far 
horizon ~n every d1rect1on, and nowhere saw anything but an 
endless Jumble of loess hills, treeless, scarred and windswept 
These are what we would call "bad lands." · 

J?own from the summit only a short way was a little inn 
nestlm.g ~nder the ridge. From the front yard the slope drop­
p~d p1ec1p1tously to the valley. The place is called Tiger's Lair 
Ridge and though they said that there had not been any tigers 
about for ~ long time, still it seemed quite possible that we would 
meet up with one, so wi ld , high and lonely was this place. 

AS the days went by I began to get better acquainted with 
. old man Kang. He was on his way back from a tremendous 

tnp west, 1,30~ li beyond. Larrchow, where he went to see his 
so~, an apprentice mechanic in an army truck repair base This 
tnp was a gre.at event in the old man's life as he had. never 
been out of this area before. 

. He would never have had a chance for a such a trip had 
it not. b:en f?r his son joining the army. Parents and relatives 
who v1s1t th~1r sons and daughters or close relations in the arm y 
have all their travel expenses paid. They are given transport , 

A May Day celebration in Yenan in 1948 after 
the Kuomintang troops · had been driven out from the 
area. 
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food, lodging, entertainment and any assistance they need on the 
road. Kang said he was not by any means the only parent visit­
ing there; dozens came every day. He had nothing but praise 
for the way the army handled his trip and looked after him. 

He was most impressed by Lanchow, by the great iron bridge 
over the Yellow River, by the airport, the construction work go­
ing on, the whole layout of the town . He was also greatly im­
pressed by the dancing performance given by a troupe of Soviet 
artists while he was at .the army base. He talked about this 
many times. He was also pleased as Punch by the treatment 
being given his son and the high prestige of the new trade which 
tbe boy is ·learning. When he told people how his son was re­
pairing trucks they all said that must bring in lots of money. 

"No," he said , "they are on the supply system there but they 
have everything they need and of course in the future he 'll have 
a good trade." 

One old peru;ant who listened to Kang's enthusiastic descrip­
tion kept nodding his head . Finally he ~aid , "You say in the 
army they aren't ill treated?" 

"Ill treated! Just the opposite. They get the bes t care in 
the world and study all the time." 

The old peasant nodded gravely and said, "Our b are all 
at home." But surely he was thinking what an opportunity it 
would be for his boy to join the army, become a mechanic. Yet 
the centuries-old col],fervatism of all things new still caused him 
to wrinkle hi s brow and consider_ 

To the leavening influence in these hills of the government 
workers and soldiers who return home should be added that of 
the parents and relatives who go out to visit them. They are 
wonderful propagandists for they new society and can tell about 
all sorts of things which the home folks have never even heard 
about. 

Old Kang lives only a mile from the livestock farm at San 
Byan. All the way up through the hills he kept telling-·anyonc 
who would listen about the wonders of this farm, the Soviet 
stallions , the milk cows, the Sinkiang sheep that clip 15 catties 
and are bred by "injection." This last caused a great deal of 
comment. Breeding by "injection" ag they call artificial in­
semination is unbelievable to most of the mountain folk but Kang 
maintained staunchly that it really worked and produced ex­
cellent lambs. I think a good port ion of his listeners thought he 
was telling tall tales . but some believed him too . There are a 
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lot of new things these days and it doesn't pay to be too in­
credulous. 

I found Old Kang to be really a very lively and progressive 
person and when I gpt to his home, a little mud hut out on the 
edge o~ the desert with a corral made of s ticks for a fow 
s traggling sheep, I thought even more of him . The settlers here 
were all Catholics. As Kang said, "We had to he or they wottldn't 
let us settle clown here. All the land belonged to the Church" 
They all came in the last 15 to 20 years on land that used to 
bo. Mo11gol pasture. They are anything but we althy. To lea ve 
l~1s .hut and go off by foot, by truck and by train almost to 
Sinkiang Lo see hi s son in the army- it is really a tremend ous 
thing. 

AT. noon after leaving Lhe Tiger Lair Ridge we cam e to a 
11tlle in~ far up anoth er wild gorge. As we went north t he 

caves i.ro t bigge r and more capaci ous and this inn cons is ted of 8 

~c ry high vaul ted chambe r cut o,ut o f l oeH~ . The wa lls and cr il-
111g we re lil ackcne<l by s moke b ti t the woman had s pent no littl e 
t11nc and pai~s pa inting a lieautiful bo rder des ign around the 
wa ll. H re minded me of Ame ri can Ind ian p ott e ry des ignH _ 
gcom ctnc patte rn s form c<l li y sharply zigzagging lines in black 
and while . 

. . C?n th e wul,l, wa s a not ice from the "Old Libe rated Areas 
v .1s1t111g Group . In l !l5 1 g roups wer e sen t out from P eking to 
v1s1t . a ll th e . o ld bord er 1·egions and soviet areas, to investiga te 
cond1 l1ons, 11 s t1• n to the peo ple 's p rob lems a nd help work out 
plans fo r s w1 fl deve lopm ent. 

T c·s tify in g to th e fad lhal th<'sc g rnups no t onl y go t t o th e 
o ld . areas bu t. had t hl•i r mr ssagr wid ely read throug hout the 
reg ion was I his a nn oun c·c·nH' nl on tlw wa I of th e cave salu t ing 
the JH:n pl l' of Llw bonier reg ion a nd <'X pl a in ing I.h e purpose of 
1he v1s1t 1n i:.: g roup . 

Aftr r a mea l of bu ckwh Pa t noodl es we Look off. Again il 
was a na r :·ow go rge and th en a mounta in . Thi s tim r we d ro p­
pe<l down into a va ll ey Lha l wa s a rea l shnmliles. T wo years 
be.fo re th e re ha d hc1•n a reall y !w a vy rain here a nd t he moun ­
La111s ha<l co ll apsed 0 11 lio th s idc·s. The ton enl in th e ri ve r must 
have hecn a s tream of fl ow ing- mud th a t onl y grad ua ll y d r ied 
~p for lhe i>ollom of t he rav in e w hcrn our fra il lay a t firs t wa' 
Ju st lump y and humpy like solidifi ed moi asses. 

The mounla inR had fall en in on both s ides a nd s till greater 
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Inner Mongolian folk 1bnce - by Yeh Chie11-yu 

parts of them ha <l cracked and s tarted to s lip but had not gone 
a ll th e way. It made my s pine Ling le. Millions of tons of earth 
seemed to be hanginit - suspended above us by a mere thread . 
Luck ily ii was win te r . Several more big rains and the whole 
thing will happen all over again. 

We fin a lly c limbed away from the r ive r and into a peaceful 
flat valley where th e road was 10 yard s wide, long lines of trees 
made barri e rs to the wind eve ryw he re and s moke rose from the 
h iil s he re• arnl the re as if com ing J" rom nowh e r e. Ac ltmll y of 
coursl' it cam e from the chimneys o f t he ca ves cut deep into lhe 
hi lls. T he road turned out to be u shcc•p run a nd every fa mily 
had a large s hee p s tol' ka de. We were ge lling fu rther a nd fur­
ther north a nd li ves toc k were getting more nume rous a nd more 
impor tan t. 

T'HE next day we crossed wh_'.lt seemed an endl ess series . of 
low ridges and rolling v alleys -a nd he re and th e re ca me across 

patches of sand. Alth oug h the gu i<l r said we were alm ost to the 
plain I couldn't sec how we wer e goin g to gel the re becau se the 
land kept going up. What was ha ppenin tr wa s t ha t wl' were 
a imbing up ou t of th e mountain ~. 
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. We went up through a narrow cut in the hills, a sort of gulley 
m the loess and suddenly came out upon the Mongolian plain. 
We had long ago left the tight hills of Tiger's Lair Ridge. The 
country h.ad been gradually opening out but I was not prepared 
for the sight that greeted us here. This country was endless. 
Before us the land fell away slowly for about 15 miles and then 
rose u·p again for about 15 more. Then came the sand. 

As far as we could see to east and west this was the same 
pattern, a great natural basin bounded on the north by sand 
and on the south by this mountain ridge. We could see trees 
farms, villages, even church spires here and there. Everythin~ 
se.emed very clear and near and yet at the same time far away. 
Distances were hard to judge and so were directions. 

We came out of the mountains well west of where the live­
stock farm and our destinati on lay. Our guide had. never been 
this way before and Old Kang, although he had lived in the 
basin 15 years, had never come over the mountains in this place. 
Try as they could, they couldn't pick out the livestock farm or 
a ny of the landmark f< around it. 

As we went down into the basin the country seemed to level 
out and become even more confusing. Finally by asking ou r 
way we came to a village Old Kang knew well. It was here 
that I saw the necessity for the stout stick he had urged me to 
carry along. A pack of wild looking dogs made for us as we 
passed each farm, growling and baring their tee th for 
all the world as though they wanted to eat us up. Which they 
probably did. There are many stories in these parts about dogs 
that ate un wary travelers. I laid about me with the stick and 
kept threatening them a s best I could and each time we seeme+I 
to get by _all right. 

We finally saw Old Kang to his home and I made for the 
livestock. farm with my heart in my mouth for fear that Sid, my 
brother-m-law whom I had come all this way to see, might have 
a lready left . for the south . But no, he was still there. They 
usher ed me m through a gate at what looked like it might be 
the village school and t hen into a mud-walled compound where 
five rams wer'e feeding from a wooden trough. The curtain of 
one of the doors of this compound was pulled aside and there was 
Sid, comfortably ensconced in , of all things, a beach chair. 

The firs t thing l1I! said was, " Hinton , where in hell did you 
get such a big nose! " 
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Report from coastal province 

Fukien Forges Ahead 

Q WING to its rugged topog-
- _ raphy a nd coastal loca-

tion, Fukien province was 
unde r cC1nstant threat of f or­
eign domina tion and in addi­
tion ha d the misfortune C1f 
being cursed by its native 
bandits, who flouri shed in the 
general atmosphere of social, 
political and economic back­
wardn ess. Under the new gov­
ernment, the people's out look 
has changed, much succes~ful 
\\'Ork has been done to protect 
the seacoast, to suppress the 
ubiquitous b~dits and to pro­
Yi de a stable background for 
reconstruction work. 

In 1950, the campaign of 
agrarian reform linked with 
bandit suppression was start­
ed in this large province of 
10,000,000 farm er s, and the 
entire prcgram was completed 
th roughout Fukien, with the 
exception of Kinmen Island , in 
less than two years. This up­
rooted the centuries-old feudal 
system , and 7,G 70,000 former 
landless or poor peasants who 
received land now till it en­
thusiastically. 

Calamities such as fl ood. 

Ho Tun-sun 

drought and blight have 
been brought under con­
trol, and sea embankments 
were built, to protect more 
than 1,000,00 0 111011. of land 
from inundation . 

In the process of land r e­
form t he farmers united in 
the struggle against crooked 
landlords, bandit chiefs and 
counter-revolutionaries. With 
these people brought to trial, 
people's cle~racy has won 
its place in the countryside. 

JNSTEAD of serving the 
landlords and officials a s 

formerly, education in F'ukien 
has become scientific and 
popular to meet the need ~ of 
the workers and peasants. A 
glance at the large number of 
students in this academic year 
will give one a clear idea of 
how exceeding ly eager people 
a re for learning. Th e number 
of elementary school children 
iR three times that of 1949 : 
college and middle school at­
tendan<·e has increased propor­
tionate! v. 

Unthinkable in the past, 
almost all middle school grad-
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uates last term went on to 
college for advanced study. 
while 800 college graduates, 
accepting jobs offered by vari­
ous government organizations, 
entered national construc­
tion, or took advanced tech­
nical studies. "Commence­
ment means unemploymE-nt" 
was a truth in Kuomintang 
days, but not now. 

In middl e schools, more than 
60 percent of t he students are 
of fa rmer or worker back­
ground. For the higher tech­
nical training of civil servants 
from these classes, two short­
!;E,rm midd le schools have been 
set up, as well as elementary, 
spare-time and night schools . 
The n ew rapid method of 
learning to read Chinese wi ll 
wipe out illiteracy a mong 
600,000 workers and peasants 
in the next s ix m onths. Before 
long, no illiterates wi ll be 
fou nd in Fukien. 

Q N the eve of liberation in 
l !)49, the weak industry 

of Fukicn wa~ demoli~hcd hy 
the Kuom intang- in its last act 
oi vat!dalism befo1·c 1leeing 
fr0m the mainland, but indus­
try has now revived. Taking 
1949 itvlu ~trial production as 
100, it was l 10 in 1950 , 130 
in 1951 and 150 in 1952 . 

One a..:hicvement has been 
the supp!~· of e lectric curre.nt 
day and nig-ht by the Foochow 
Power Plant, a sel'Vice wh ich 
had been suspended for 15 
years. It partl:r owes its ;rnc­
cess to the l'C'Constrnction of 
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the four giant boiler~ of the 
plant by a crack team of 
workers who have al~o made 
a name for themselves in 
making machines for such in­
dus tries a s paper, sugar and 
oil. Th roughout the province 
33 generating plants havl' 
a dderl .J.,450,000 kilowatts of 
power to the Fukien supply. 

Th e F ukie n Paper Mill by 
the end of last year had dou­
bled its output in compariso n 
with 1~49. Government ba1~ ~· 

and orders have helped this 
big plant to incrca~e its pro­
duct1on over pre-war levC'ls 
b'y nine percent. At the same 
time, the match indu:;tr y in 
F ukien has seen production 
go up stea.dily s ince 1949. 
Output has risen n ine ti!l'!c' 
over the year of liheratiun , 
with hi ghe r quality pro(kt:ts 
being turned out at lower eo5t. 

The fleeing KMT a lso tOl't'? 
up hig hways a nd destroyed ali 
the maj or bridges. In the 
pa~. t th ree year~. the g0vern­
ment restored the bridges and 
at the tiame time bui lt hun-

s of miles of h igh stand­
ard roads, which n ot only 
a llow higher speeds . but cn-
2b le s ubstantial savings "n 
th e consumption of gas and 
the wear and tear on tires. 
The nu mber of trucks and 
buses in operation is in­
creasing, and the cost of trans­
portation has fallen accord­
ingly. The>re have been live 
successive price reducti on~ 

since then with the result t.hat 

the cost per passenger and per 
t on of cargo now runs from 
J..5 to 25 percent below the 
1950 rate. 

The province's shallow, rapid 
waterways, dangerous with 
hidden rocks, have been dredg­
ed and blasted into navigable 
r iver s. Recently the govern­
ment huilt a rl eet of new type 
boats for ~peedy t ransporta­
tion of passenger~ and freight. 

Two price cub; have m!lde it 
possible to send sea-food p!'O­
duct s from the coastal regions 
to northwest Fukien in ex­
cha nge for its mountain pro­
ducts. Fukien is self-sufficient ; 
the US-inspired blockade has 
not held it back. 

AS a result of placing main 
empha:iis on preventi ve 

rather than curative medicin e, 
and of th e work done to unite 
the schools of modern and 

Chinese herb medicine, much 
success has been achieved in 
bringing under control such 
fatal communicable diseases 
as plague, smallpox, and 
typhoid. 

When the national health 
drive_ was in full swing 1a~i 
~pring the general public 
participa ted in the work of 
sani tation, cleaning up vast 
a('fumu lalions of fil th an<l v<.>r­
min. Health groups regularly 
inspect eating places; ~he 
water supply° is carefu ll y 
~upervised. Beginning last 
August, free medical service 
"a~ ava ilab le to workers. 

Fukien now haE 16 p ublic 
hospitals, together with 2'i7 
d i ~ trict cl inics and nine h os-
11itals for lepers. Thousands 
of mobile medical teams form­
ed in a ll villages have brought 
medical tre ent within the 
reaeh of all. With a view to-

-t - In all provinces county fairs are held and have 
greatly boosted urban-rura l trade. 
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ward strengthening· the medi­
cal profession as a whole, spe­
cial attention is being paid to 
coordinating mcdern and Chi­
nese herb medicine. Working 
together, practitioners of the 
two schools recently fulfilled 
the tremendous task of pro­
vince--wide inoculation against 
plague. 

The student body of the 
Fukien Medical College has 
increased twice over, and five 
midwifery schools have been 
added to the original 12, with 
an enrolment four times more 
than before. 

For greater maternal and 
child safety, 2,882 old-tyue 
midwives have been giv~n 
modern training. The port of 
Amoy led in this campaign, 
reducing mortality to three 
percent of the former n\te. 

JN conformity with the Com-
mgn Program (China's 

temporary Constitution), the 
provincial government set up 
special organs to deal with the 
problems of the 3,000,000 
Overseas Chinese, plus their 
dependents. These unfortun­
ates have been discriminated 
against in various foreign 
countries. The, year after lib­
eration, 1,976 Chinese in Ma­
laya gave up their business 
there to return to Fukien. 
Some of them were given gov­
ernment jobs, some were given ' 
traveling expenses, returning 
to their native villages to take 
up farming or other produc­
tive work. 
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Contrary to reports in the 
Western press, the agrarian 
reform was of great benefit to 
Overseas Chinese and their 
dependents. Although a small 
number of wealthy farmers 
and big businessmen ran 
away, the poor, whc. made up 
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poRMERLY, many agronom. 
ists dismissed mountainous 

Fukien as of doubtful value 
for intensive farming. This · 
theory has been discredited by 
agricultural achievements dur­
ing the past three years, in 
which time Fukien has been 
transformed from a food. 
importing to a food-surplus 
province. 

Last year's grain output was 
approximately five percent 
above the highest pre-war 
level, and the production of 
other crops, notably tea and 
fruits, also rose appreciahly. 

The peasants are determined 
to have still larger crops, and 
are usin selected seeds and 
more fertilizer. An agricul­
tural implement factory has 
been set up, and technique 
stations have been established 
in various rural centers. 

Continued efforts will be 
made_..hy the government to 
combat natural calamities. 

In 1952, certain parts 
of the province were 

an overwhelming majority, 
benefited by the distribution 
of land. The property of some 
landlords was left untouched. 

Following liberation a size-­
able number of Overseas 
Chinese students returned for 
further study. Hundreds of 

them who came to Fu'kien re­
ceived priority to enter schools 
or colleges and to obtain spe­
cial allowances besides food 
subsidies. In the main, Fu­
kien is doing it '> best to help 
Overseas Chinese both at home 
and abroad. 

From Food Importer to Exporter 
visited by floods unparallele<i 
in the past 60 years, and 
other parts were repeatedly 
harassed by typhoons and by 
insects; all these calamities 
were brought under control. 

Big conservancy projects are 
being undertaken by the gov­
ernment and the peasants a!"e 
being mobilized to build small­
scale irrigation canals or 
ditches, as well as dikes. 

Loans are granted by the 
government; farmers can iu>-' 
proach rural credit orgart1za.­
tions for short-term and small­
amount loans at low interest. 
In the past, many farmers 
suffered tremendously at the 
hands of usurers. 

The emulation dr~ve will be 
continued and linked up with 
the efforts to improve the 
technique of production; for 
this mutual-aid teams and in­
dividual peasants will draw up 
plans, on the basis of which 
village and district plans will 
be made. Recent experience 
shows that the potentialities 

of rural areas here have not 
yet been fully developed. 

Last year, for example, in a 
small village near Foochow, 
the average yield of paddy 
fields was 7,200 pounds per 
acre, but on the farm . of 
Huang Pao-lo, model peasant, 
the yield was nearly 10,300 
pounds. 

With the example before 
them of model farms, w 
by using collective labor have 
a higher yield than individual 
farms, peasants see the ad­
vantages of working coopera­
tively. In 1952, 48 percent of 
the whole farming population 
was organized into 181,000 
mutual-aid teams; this y·eaT an 
additional 17 percent is sched­
uled to be organized. 

The rural population realizes 
the advantages of collectiviza.­
tion and is mnving steadily 
along this road. ' The end 

- CHEN FU-SHENG 

of 1953 will find Fukien 
province's agricultural produc- I 
tion significantly increased. 

... ~~~~~~~----~------~~~~~~~~~~~~~· 
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A mother describes her children's 

Education in New China 
Gladys Tayler Yang 

OUR daughter Ying is in the second grade of primary school, 
but since coming to Peking she has been able to. attend 

school only in the mornings-in the afternoons t he classrooms 
and teachers are needed for another class. Ying doesn't like 
this, and neither do we, but we realize it is a sign of the. great 
and rapid changes taking place in primary school education rn 
China today. It is one of the temporary, makeshift arrange­
ments on the road to free, universal education in China. 

Before liberation there were 358 primary schools in Peking 
with 118,000 students; now there are 939 schools, of which 10 
percent are private, the rest are all municipal. Attendance has 
more than doubled in this period. 

Only a fraction of China's children ·could attend s.chool, 
before, and shortly after liberation many school-age ch1ld.ren 
did not attend . This was not because of' the expense of schoolmg, 
as there were subsidies for the really poor; but the Kuomintang 
had left a vast unemployment problem, and to keep going many 
families needed the little their ch ildren could contribute by col­
lecting firewood or searching through refuse heaps. 

Child scavengers with their baske and sticks were a com­
mon sight in '49 and '50. Now they have disappeared from the 
streets and the schools are packed to overflowing. By next 
term, however, all Peking children will be having full-day school­
ing. As it is, only a minority are now on the half-day system. 

Civil servants before liberation, were forced to go around 
borrowing money 'when the time came to pay school fees, while 
workers and peasants could seldom afford to send their children 
at all. But this term we paid approximately the equivalent of 
US$2 for Yeh in the fourth grade, and less than that for Yi~g. 
This included the cost of textbooks. In a year or two education 
will be entirely free. 
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Alrea~y three-tenths of the primary school children in Peking 
pay n~thmg at all-not even the low fee for books. They are 
the children of government workers on the supply system or 
poorly-off peasants, army dependents, and so on. 

Another big• change has been the reform of the curriculum. 
Formerly children entered primary school early, at six, five or 
even four years old, to start learning difficult Chinese char­
acters and study a diversity of subjects. Now more and more 
kindergali'tens for the five to seven-year-olds are being set up. 

. A child must be at least seven to enter school, and the sub­
J?Ct~ for stu.dy have been reduced to Chinese, arithmetic. 
sm~ng, handicrafts and games for the · lower forms. Instead 
of six years, the course is now completed in five. 

The gre.atest change of all, however, is in the aim of the 
new educat10.n. In semi-colonial, semi-feudal China, a rehash 
of Confuciam.sm-the spurious morality of the New Life Move­
ment-was dished out to the children to disguise the realities 
of the ~rue ! , com?etitive society. But now they are being taught 
th~ skills and Vlrtues needed by citizens of a future socialist 
Ch ma. 

. The gr~at increases in school .attendance and the changes 
m the curriculum have created endless problems for ucational 
aut.horities all over China. And nobody would deny the un­
satisfactory aspects of the present period: overcrowding, short­
age. of staff, overworked teachers, and a certain general con­
fusion in the sch~ls. 

. But pa~ents, while critical, are confident that the new direc­
t~on of pnma~y education is sound. It is only a matter of 
t1m~ before thmgs are. straightened out. And in China today 
eve1 ythrng takes less time than one expects: 

IN .CON'l'RAST to the bad old days, when the children of the 
rich usually attended private schools, and the Kuomintang 

?aid little attention to state schools, except as a tool for the 
mtroduction of reactionary ideas, today the ed ucation - of all 
Chinese chi ldren is of prime concern to the people's government. 

. . MRS. GLADYS TAYLER YANG was born in Peking of British 
rn~ss1on.ary par.ents. She .has r~cendy moved from Nanking to Peking 
with her fan11ly. In tlus a1·t1clc Mrs. Yang describes the primary 
schools ava ilable for her childre:i 
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This is reflected by the great number of letters and articles 
in the newspapers, exposing and criticizing faults, reporting 
experiences of successful teachers, and di scuss ing problems and 
new methods. 

The teachers, naturally, are one of the most important 
factors in educational reform. And the teachers, like all citizens 
in this new society, are changing. Life no longer means a 
raw deal, with the pupils as their helple~s victims. 

Ying and Chih sometimes play school with their dolls; 
from their play I notice that teachers are not as fierce as once 
they were. There is no cant! used in these games, not even the 
naughtiest doll gets rapped over the knuck les , and Teacher does 
not shower abuse on the students. In stead, whoeve r plays Teacher 
assumes S···Winning manner and sweetly persuasive tones, some­
times so overdone as to be comic. But significant, too. 

And if teachers are sweet tempered, that is really some­
'thing, because they are bus ier now than ever before in their 
lives. Since their status in society is improving and they are 
conscious of their respons ibility and proud of thei r profession, 
Lhey want to raise their profcs.s ional level. 

Recently a long article appeared in the K wcmgmfag Da ily 
on an interview with a model teacher in a Peking prima ry 
school. This teacher has 32 years of teaching experience. She 
has always loved children and teaching, but found little but 
frustration in her work under Chiang Kai-shek's government. 
Since liberation s-he has become busier with larger classes, 
systematic study, visits to schools elsewhere and to educational 
conferences. But she finds her work much more satisfying. 

She has been elected a people's representative of P eking, 
as many teachers all over C · a have been elected to the 
people's consu'\tative councils: Arc primary school teachers in 
the West such valued members of the community? . 

In the past the children sometimes complained that their 
exercises were not corrected promptly, and we had the impres­
sion that some teachers had not organized their work well, or 
were overworked or lazy. So last month I was most interested 
in a report of the efforts made by primary schools in Peking's 
Fourth· District to eliminate still existing confusion. 

All the headmasters and headmistresses of the district had 
formed a study group to analyze their chief problems and try 
to solve them. They had agreed, among other things, that care-
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ful planning was essential to get rid of the happy-go-lucky 
methods of the past, which kept the standard of teaching low. 
There should be a definite time, not too long, for political and 
professional study. 

Also teachers must get enough rest. They should not have 
to attend meeting on Sundays. They should not, in their desire 
to be good citizens and take part in public affairs, involve them­
~elves in too many outside activities. at the expense of their work 
;.nd health. 

Now the teachers arrive at school about 7.30 a.m. empty­
handed (where formerly many carri ed piles of uncorrected exer­
cise books for last-minute marking). During the intervals between 
classes there is more laughter than before, but if any teache~s 
have a free hour between classes they make proper use of it 
instead of frittering it away. During the lunch hour there. are 
chess and pingpong games, si nging or rest. 1:here is defimtely 
a new, confident atmosphere among teachers. 

51NCE two of our 
children are in 

primar y school, thouirh 
they are not too vocal 
on the subject of sch.ool 
at home, we still get a 
picture of what goes on. 

Their textbpoks show 
some of th~ trends of 
the new education. 
Pride in China, patriot­
iti m and international­
i$m are the subjeds of 
a number of lessons. 
Hygiene and the virtue 
cf helping others are 
given prominence too. 
And peace, of course. 

Peking 9tudents fly 
model airplane they 
madf' themselves. 
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Ying's textbook has a colorful picture of children - releasing 
doves before Tien An Men, to be used as the basis of discussion. 

That primary school children are highly peace-eonscious was 
brought home to me on my last walk when I noticed the char­
acters Ho Ping (peace) chalked again and again in childish 
scrawl on the walls of several of Peking's lanes. Not that l 
approve of chalking on walls in general, but if children must 
chalk, PEACE is a good word to choose. 

And then children learn to respect and love labor. They are 
learning respect for the peasant who grows things, the man 
who handles machines and makes things. My 10-year-old son 
blushed when he brought home his last report which stated 
that he did not love labor enough. He joined in the spring 
cleaning more energetically after that. 

However, he can criticize other people. Kenneth Grahame's 
"The W ind in the W-illows" has been one of ·his favorite English 
books for some years. It describes the adventures of various 
animals, and he always thought one of the chief characters, 
Toad, a conceited but likeable and harmless fellow . But when 
we read it again recently, Toad's boast about his position as 
one of the landed gentry evoked scornful laughter. "He's a 
landlord, don't you see, one of the exploiting class," Yeh ex· 
plained to Ying. "Boasting about being lazy." 

Later, when three-year-old Chih tried to wheedle them into 
waiting on her, I heard Brother and Sister 'r ebuking her : "You're 

just a Toad." 
Badger came 
in for critic­
ism too f or 
i!'Sui ng orders 
but not shar­

thr 

JI'he teach ­
er tells stu· 
d ents stories 
from Otinese 
history. 

ANOTHER very good feature of their education is ·the stress 
on cooperative activity and mutual a rd. Ying came first 

in her class last term, but was criticized for not helping other 
students more. When this term started and I urged her to work 
har~ and be first agai':', Yeh proceeded to put Mother's thinking 
straight on the quest10n. You shou ld not aim to come first: 
that is the road to individual heroism. Do the best you can, 
of course, and try to help others, so the whole class can do well, 
and then you all become more useful citizens later. 

Ma ny classes have pledged to pass rn Hiasse in all subjects. 
This means the better students and teachers must give the 
poorer students special help. If all pass the examination there 
is real satisfaction, but if one or two students still fail the 
whole class feels di sgraced . This is riuite different frnm the 
competitive spirit in which we were brouj!ht up in the West. 
and much superior , I think. 

Again, education is no longer divorced from reil life as 
when it was largely a ruling-class monopoly. The children 
learn not only from books in classrooms; they are taken to visit 
farms and factories, to exhibitions and educational films. 

The children learn too from th e increasing numbe · ex-
cellent children's books published at low prices. Nearly every 
primary school has a small library-another innovation since 
liberation. And there-t i.s a Children's Theater which puts on 
plays-especially for children. Their needs are fully understood 
and are beginning to be met. 

Of course, there is still a great deal to be desired. There is 
an Urgent need for better buildings and equipment and more 
teachers, to say nothing of minor improvements we look for­
ward to. Ying would like to learn the piano, but she has no 
opportunity at present .- Yeh would like to join a holiday camp 
this summer, but he may not be one of the lucky o:les. I would 
like to see more parent-teacher contact. Hut these are secondary 
considerations. 

I believe that this education, improving every year, will fit 
the children for a full, richly satisfying li fe. I know they are 
going to have vf!ry happy lives. From time to time my mother, 
who is in England and doesn't understand the situation over 
here, wishes that the children could go home "to have a proper 
education ." No, thank you . They are having one. 
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Shanghai's "lunch counters" are packed when it's 

Time for Lunch 

TIME OUT FOR LUNCH! 
Where shall it be? Shang­

hai is chock-full of inexpensive 
restaurants. In fact, to call 
them restaurants is actually a 
misnomer; they are really 
more like lunch counters, some 
being l;iardly more than 
Holes-in-the-Wall. However, 
for the Shanghai office worker 
or mid-day shopper, they have 
become an institution, famed 
both for their low price and 
tasty food. 

Perhaps you arc the kind of 
person who, for lack of time, 
gulps down what is set before 
you. There are any number 
of little placef' ready to serve 
you a good-sized bowl of soup 
with another bowl of mixed 
vegetables and meat, plus tea, 
and rice that fill s the bill as 
bread- all for a flat sum per 
person. 

Next up the 
scale comes a type 
of. quick lunch 
known as the "all 
together" menu , 
suitable for parties 
of three to six per­
sons. The bill-of-
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fare, in such cases, would read 
something like this: Sau teed 
prawns, pork with bamboo 
(pot-roasted), dish of greens, 
rice or steamed bread, large 
bowl of soup, enough for th ree, 
.and tea. This would cost some­
what more than the first, 
would take longer to prepare, 
and more time to eat. Better 
digestion and longer life 
would most probably result. 

THESE Holcl:l-in-the-Wall are 
located just about any­

where in downtown S!ianghai. 
Sometimes you have but to 
turn down an alley and presto, 
there . you are, at the door of 
an eating-house, seemingly off 
he beaten track and yet in 

the heart of a great city of 
some 6,000,000. In winter 
the door is a quilted 
h~.nging, to keep off 

draughts; in sum­
mer, long before 
you turn down the 
lane you can smell 
the spicy joints for 
which this parti­
cular canteen i~ 
famous. 

Once through the portals, 
you enter an Aladdin's cave, 
cool in summer, warm in win­
ter. 

Diners sit at much-worn 
wooden tables, unpainted 
and unmarred by the jack­
knife, unlike those al the 
famou s Yale tavern . Here we 
find all classes sitting 
dhow to elbow, stuff­
ing the tasty chopped 
meat into cris p, brown­
ed biscuits. And w hal 
a quantity is devoured 
in an hour's stay in the 
cave ! Stacks a nd 
stacks of crunchy 
wrappings <li sappear 
inside humans a:; if on 
a conveyot· belt! A 
pot of rice wine re­
poses on almost every table; 
the wine seems to make the 
biscuits go dow n even f:1ste r . 

Then com_f- the noodles, all 
immaculate m their whiteness, 
with an artistic touch of brown 
bean sauce to the left, a fresh 
brreenness to the right. The 
only thing left to do is to com­
bine the three and Jet them all 
~lide soothin gly dow'n the Lit­
t le Red La ne. 

There is a fee ling in that 
eave, an atmospher e of cam­
araderie not to be found else­
wh ere in Shanghai . The chi l­
dren from the .alley float in, 
one by on e . to watch the occa­
sional Westerner enjoy his 
food, and before anyone knows 
jul't how it :? 11 happened. they 

are singing a song !or you 
and you are ~inging one in 
turn for them. It's hard to 
pull yourself away from an 
eatery like that! 

SO METIMES the luncher 
feels not quite up to par; 

he slips into a chicken alley, 
so named because 
therein i ~ sold nothing 
bul pro<luctf' of this 
noble fowl, chicken 
"innards," sliced cold 
or hot tillet, egg<> al­
r eady laid and tho~e 
still in the making. 
A ~teaming hot bowl 
of chicken soup sends 
the customer -away 
compl ete ly satisfied with 
t he product and the 

price. If you want the soup 
to stick to l.'tr ribs, take 
s0me stea med bread and do a 
bit of dunking. 

VEGETARIANS too can 
"Lu ff to their hearts ' and 

stomach >' ' content. Are you 
interested in meatless days? 
You woni<l be if you vi sited 
the "chophouse·• where vege­
tal"ian diet is put out in meat 
form. 

All dishes are prepar-
ed without animal ~horteni ng. 
They arc a rtistically shaped to 
resemble the real McCoy, and 

- 111 . taste they la.ck nothing. 

Altogether, a jaunt to one of 
these Buddhist places is an 
eye-opene1· as to what man can 

91 

I . 



do with the 
fruit of the 
fields. 

The Moham­
medans are 
not to be out-
done, either. 
They have 

s nack barn, too, where no 
pork, only beef and eve n 
more mutton are th e chi ef 
provender. The meat is <:ut i11 
inch-squa 1·c pu~rcs . barbecued 
and skcwcrC'd on u thin bam­
boo needle much the same a!; 
Russian shas li ck. Dipped ·in 
a sweet bean sauce, it emerges 
tops. 

There are Holes-in-thC'-Wall 
that speciali ze in meat dump­
li11gs at so much per bowl. 
Here, again, an alley cafc may 
present a weird picture, de­
pending on tli e kind of meat 
used in th e dough . 1 n a Mo ­
hamm edan restaurant, Arab 
writing composes the sign­
board; the Buddhists use a 
kind of Sanskrit in their din­
ing rooms. They eschew meat 
of any kind, and make up for 
it in delicacy of fl avor and in ­
genuity. 

One such dumpling place is 
actually a passage-way to the 
hom;es in the r t· ar. Tile wa ll s 
- which arc actu-
ally the si de of the 
house flankin g the 
entrance to the 
Jane - arc 
of brick , 
d1·ip in 
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whic h 
humid 

weather. Tables are ranged 
on - both sides of the passage 
with waiters, customers and 
pedestrians intermingled. 
Sometimes · it gets like a cob­
web party. 

SWEETS arc provided in 
sp ec ial booths. Fermented 

rice is a favorite with many • 
persons - some like it hot, 
some like it cold. And if you 
like glutinous rice dumplings 
floating around in rire wine, 
that cnn be arranged, too, by 
the addition of suga r a nd a 
fragrant yellow fl ower. 
If you want soft cu rd made 

from beans, y.ou will have to 
move on to another shop up the 
street, that also serves sea­
''" 'ed-agar-agar - and bean 
ge latine topped with maple 
sugar dressing. 

Dumplings, as large as your 
fi s t or as small as two fingers, 
are awaiting your order in a 
bamboo steamer. Fillings of 
brown or white bean paste vie 
with those of meat and chop­
ped vegetable. Seen from the 
street, these steamers, pilC'd 
one on top of another into tall 
towers and wreathed in cloud~ 
of steam, arc their ow n sign­
l•oa rrl, and well patronized. 

Some '.olks do not move an 
inch from their 
desks. They just 
order from "one of 
those place's around 
the corner " where 
huge, iron hotplaie1' 
produce tidbits of 

all kinds, half-baked, half­
fried w.heaten or rice pancakes 
enhanced with salty or sweet 
stuffing. 

There are times, too, when a 
dish of cold chicken or duck 
from one of the chicken or 
duck lanes makes a nice 
filling for hot s teamed bread 
or just plain !>read . 
Chicken thu s pre­
pared is already 
well oi led. No but­
ter is needed . 

Another luncheon 
favorite, which may 
be ordered sent up 
to the office, is the 
Huo Kuo, a wcll­
known Mongolian 
dish which the customer cooks 
himself. 

The Huo Kuo is hous-
ed in a copper pot, shaped 
something like an angel food 
cake pan, with the ce·nter 
hole serving as the s~~ke 
stack for the charcoal fire box. 
The top compartment is 
filled with boiling so up s tock. 
f n the North China variety 
of Huo Kuo, it is into this 
that the eate r dips and cooks 
thin s lices of mutton, which 
arc then immersed in sa uce. 
The meal en rl s hy dumping 
several sauccrn of vegetables 
and noodles. ulong with what­
C'ver meat re mains, into the 
pot, thus producing a delicious 
:iOUp. 

THERE is no need to dress 
for dinner if you frequent 

these Holes-in-the-Wall. "As 
you are" is the order of tbc 

day, and the peasant just in · 
from the surrounding farm­
land rubs elbows with the pen­
pcsher of the city. Both are 
bent on getting the same food 
he would eat in his own home. 

Shanghai is famous for 
that. You can feel perfectly at 
home away from home; peo­

ple from the prov­
inces can always 
find their native 
food served here. 
From the wind­
swept plai ns of 
Mongolia to the 
vC'rdant B u r ma 
border, from the 
pl:-.tcaus of Tibet 
to the China coast, 

wherever th ey hail from, they 
can always find a H ole-in-the­
Wull to meet their need. 

Supplementing their ela 
a te restaurants, the Cantonese 
have booths where only fish 
rice gruel is eerved, bowl upon 
L.owl, from morning until mid­
r. ight. Such places are always 
packed-it's like stepping out 
for a snorter-this bowl of fi sh 
gruel sets you up for the time 
being, and it's full of vitamins. 

There is no lack of compan­
ionship in these places. The 
man across from you wants 
to know where you come from, 
in what office you work or 
what branch of t he govei:,n­
ment u~es your services. lt'g all 
very casua l and cozy. In fact, 
it is alw<>ys a new a<lventure to 
look forward to when the clock 
strikes twelve. Time out for 
lunch- Where do we eat? 
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A short story 

School Days ·Ended 

yu-PAO was just coming in-
to the house when he 

heard his mother weeping in­
side, "That poor child! I 
can't bear to have him go! 
He's being thrown into the 
fire right in front of my own 
eyes and there's nothing I can 
do!" 

Transfixed, Yu-pao stayed 
outside listening. His elder 
brother and sister also were 
crying. Suddenly he heard 
his father's voice: "Crying! 
Crying! That's all I hear! Do 
you all want to cry me to 
death!" 

Yu-pao's mother said, "I 
just cannot. My own child. 
You've no heart at a ll. I 
never would have believed you 
were so hard-hearted!" 

Angrily the father replied, 
"You tell me what I could do! 
Just tell me anothe1,:_ way !" 

Shocked and frightened, the 
boy could feel the strength 
drain out of his body. "Has 
my father sold me?" he won­
dered as he rushed into the 
room , grabbing his mother 
around the neck and looking 
into her eyes. 

Embracing him, Yu-pao's 
mother took her child's faee 
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in her hands and began to 
weep violently, 

She cried on and on like this 
until night-time. 

JT seems that landlord Jou 
Chang-an, who 'Nas one of 

the village's leading officials, 
had a 12-year-old girl called 
Yingtze whom he wanted to 
send to a Japanese-run i;chool 
in Dairen. 

In order to get a little 
spending money for his daugh­
ter when ~he got to the city, 
Jou had come around in the 
afternoon, flanked by two 
policemen, to force each fam­
ily to make their spring con­
tribution for guns, which was 
overdue. 

Yu-pao's father had been 
laid up for some tim e with a 
severe cas boils and had 
been unable to do any work. 
According to J ou, he had ad­
vanced the Kao familv 10 dol­
lars, and he had been 
haranguing them to pay i~ 
back man y tirpes. 

So today, he had two con­
ditions: The first was for the 
father to pay back immediate­
ly the 10 dollars, plus the in­
terest which amounted to 
another 10 dollars. The 

second was for Yu-pao to go 
to his farm to work off the 
debt by t.aking care of the 
pigs. 

Referring to the second con­
dition, Jou sanctimoniously 
told the father that in this 
way he would have one lesE 
mouth to feed at home any­
way, and actually it would 
mean that he, Jon Chang-an, 
would have an extra burden 
by having to fetd Yu-pao. 

authorities on charges of be­
ing in contact with "guerilla 
bandits" and deliberately en­
gaging in subversive activ­
ities. 

Both the father and mother 
pleaded in vain, "But we have 
no money ! The boy's too 
young!" 

Ii Yu-pao's father refused 
to accept either of the condi­
tions, J ou threatened that he 
would personally accuse him 
of "wrong thoughts" a nd 
bring him before the Japanese 

Although he well knew that 
Yu-pao had been able to go 
to school for the past month 
only because of the teacher's 
kindness, Jou Chang-an re­
plied: "Hm, you've got 
enough to ~end the bov to col­
lege but nothi ng to pay for 
guns ! Your little snake thinks 
he can become a dragon ! ... " 

SWINEHERD for a landlord at the age of eight and a 
factory <apprentice in Dairen before he was 10, Kao Y 

pao today is one of ne" China's best known young authon. 
Born and brought up in a poor peasant family in North­

east China, 26 year-olcj_Kao Yu-pao's childtiood ~as spent 
amid great poverty an cf humiliation under the Japanese and 
their puppet "Manchukuo" regime. When the area he lived 
in Wlas occupied by the People's Liberation Army in 1947 he 
joined the army and has remained in it ever sinre. 

At that time Kao Yu-pao was practically illiterate, able 
to write only about 100 Chinese characters, but in the army 
he was encouraged to study and write stories of his own experi­
ences and the peasants he knew so welL In his autobio­
graphy, "Kao Yu-pao," which was completed in January 1951, 
young K•ao tells how a simple pictorial called "Mao Tse-tung's 
Boyf,ood" gave him the incentive to write: 

"A question occurred in M ao Tse-tung's mind-'Why is 
it that the heroes of all the stories I have read are either 
hlgh officials and great generals or talented young men and 
beautiful ladies? Why arc they never people like honest 
peasants?'" 

This story, translated by Julian Schuman from the Peo­
ple's Liber,.tion Army Literature is part of a chapter from 
Kao Yu-p;to's autobiography. 
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With this, Jou threatened 
to have Yu-pao's father tied 
up and taken off. The old 
man had no way out, and 
could only promise that ·he 
would send Yu-pao to his farm 
the next day to tend his swine. 

WHEN Yu-pao heard that 
he no longer would be 

able to go to school the tears 
which he had been holding 
back poured out. Refusing to 
eat his supper, a ll he could do 
was cry. Outside, the rain 
which had begun late in the 
afternoon was coming down 
more and more heavily. 

How could Yu-pao sleep? He 
just lay with his head on . his 
mother's breast, while his 
father Jay gloomi ly, not saying 
anything. His mother em­
braced him as if at any mo-
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ment somebody would come in 
to tear her child away from 
her. She talked stea.dily to 
Yu-pao: 

"Child, it's not that your 
mother is so stony~hearted 
that she doesn't want ypu to 
study. That King of Hell Jou 
Chang-an isn't a human be­
ing! But really your father has 
no way out, You'll have to wait 
ui1til the boils c;n his legs are 
better and he is able to earn 
some money. Then you'll 
come home and go to schoo 
once more." 

"Mama, I don't want to go! 
·Jou Chang-an will beat me! 
I want to go to school ! I 
want to stay with my mama!" 

"Mama will come to see vou. 
Your father and sister ·will 
come to see you. You're a big 
boy now. You must list.en to 
what your mother tells -you. 
You're my own flesh and 
blood. Believe me, my heart 
is breaking!" 

That night the rain continu­
ed to fall outside while inside 
he room mother and child, 

covered by . a tattered quilt, 
cr ied as steadily as the fall­
ing rain. 

Yu-pao lay in fear of day. 
light, when he would have to 
leave his mother. Tightly 
holding his mother around her 
neck and resting his face 
against hers, he thought: 
"Rain, please come down so 
hard that you'll make a big 
flood and drown that King of 

Hell Jou Chang-an!" .He told · 
himself: "Soon I'll be grown 
up and I'll kill that King of 
Hell!" Yu-pao lay thinking 
until he finally fe)J into an 
uneasy sleep. 

THE next morning Yu-pao's 
mother, after making a 

special breakfast, woke the 
boy up. But he wouldn't eat, 
he just cried. W'hen his 
S<'hoolmates came as usual to 
call him for school and heard 
the news all they could do was 
to go off sadly. And Yu-pao 
cried even more. 

Yu-pao wanted to wear his 
school clothes and so his 
mother even sewed up a torn 
spot. She also gave him an 
old jacket to take along, Just 
as they were going out the 
door, Yu-pao wanted to take 
his school-bag and strap it 
over his shoulder. His mother 
said: "You're going to Jou 
Chang-an's -to- look after hi ~ 
pigs. You still want to study?" 

"The books belong to the 
teacher. I want 
to return t h e m 
tu him." 

Yu - pao's father 
~id: "You 'd better 
let him stop off 
itnd say goodbye to 
the teacher. After 
a ll, the teacher was 
good enoug h to give 
hi m a cha nce to go 
to school." 

Taking him by the 
hand, Y u - pa o's 

mother led him off toward the 
sehool. . 

The rain had stopped but 
the sky was overcast and 
dark. The road had become 
very muddy. Along the way, 
mother and child passed plum 
and apricot trees which had 
shed their leaves. The small 
stream they had to cross had 
turned so muddy and turbul­
ent that the bottom no longer 
could be seen. It flowed swift­
ly and the rocks which made a 
path across were not easy to 
maneuver. 

After crossing the stream, 
Yu-pao slipped once in the 
grass which was now covered 
with mud. Going through the 
forest, Yu-pao noticed that no 
birds were singing and he 
wondered where they had 
gone. 

All along the way Yu-pao's 
mother had much to tell the 
boy. "Child," she said "Jou 
Chang-an's home is not the 
same as your own. In our 
h0use if you have an ache or 
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Asking the landlord for rent reduction-
by Ku Hung. 

and don 't go off by yourself 
into ome gully. And be sure 
you take the pigs back before 
it gets dark; there are lots of 
wolves in those hills." 

pain there's your mother to 
worry about it; in somebody 
else's home, if you have any 
trouble nobody will think 
about you! So you had better 
be very careful." 

Yu-pao promised, and his 
mother went on, "When you 
get there you had better listen 
to what the foreman tells you. 
In the daytime when you take 
the pigs into the hills you be 
sure to stay near other peo­
ple. Always be around others 
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"I know,'~ said Yu-pao. 
His mother continued talk­

iug, "And don't get into any 
fights with other children. 
You know, even if you get a 
scratch your mother will be 
worried, so don't make me 
worry at all!'' 

"Don't worry, mama." 

"And if it's cold be sure to 
put on extra clothes so that 
you don't catch cold. If you 
get sick it'll be your own fault. 
When your clothes are torn 
or dirty, take them off and 
when I come to see you I'll 
take them home to mend and 
wash." 
Yu~pao·s mother was so en­

grossed, telling him a ll this, 
that she hardly realized they 
had arrived at the entrance to 
the school. Yu-pao thought to 
himself, "Today. I got here 
quickly." 

Teacher Tzou had already 
heard from the other children 
what had happened to Yu-pao. 
He knew nothing could be 
done to stop Yu-pao from 
tending landlord J ou's pigs, 
and he asked the boy and hiR 
mother to come into his own 
rnom to sit down.t " 

He was unable to hold back 
a few tears. Yu-pao's mother 
was only able to blurt out 
"Teacher Tzou," and then her 
throat clogged up. Yu-pao 
himself could not speak; from 
his school-bag he took out 
three books, a notebook and 
a lead pencil and placed them 
on the teacher's desk. But 
-teJlcher Tzou put them back 
into the boy's bag. 

"You take them with you . 
When you h.ave some time you 
can read them." 

Yu-pao's mother managed to 

hold back her tears as she 
spoke, "We know you waste<l 
your time by leaching him but 
after Yu-pao is grown up . · ·" 
she was unable to finish. 

After sitting a while both 
Yu-pao a nd his mother finally 
bid the teacher farewell. 
Teacher Tzou accompanied 
them both for some way up 
the moiihtain slope and with 
a deep sigh said: 

"Yu-pao, there's nothing 
much I can tell you or advise 
you . .. Just that when you're 
working for someone like Jou 
Chang-an you'd better keep 
your eyes and ea1's open. 
There's foreman Liu, his 
name is Liu Wan-jung, who's 
a g-ood man. If you have 
anything on your 'nd go see 
him. He'll look after you." 

Tqrning his head, the 
teacher spoke to Yu-pao's 
mother: "Don't worry, Liu 
and I. are from the same vil­
lage and I'll explain every­
thing to him. He'll keep an 
eye on your boy. When. you 
get there, go see him first." 

Yu-pao bowed respectfully 
to teacher Tzou, looking at 
him as they parted. After he 
and his mother had gone quite 
a way, the boy turned and 
looked back . The teacher was 
still standing on the slope 
looking at them, and Yu-pao 
could see his old blue cotton 
gown fluttering in the breeze. 

99 

l 
I 



36 Years Ago in the Review 

Monarchy Restored 
July 7, 1917 

Events in China have moved with almost bewildering 
rapidity during the last week. Early on July 1 the young ex­
Emperor was brought intc the Forbidden City and placed on the 
Throne. This coup d'etat was managed by General Chang Hsun, 
who had previously brought several thousands of his own troops 
into the capital and disposed them so as to command the City ... 

Restoration Attempt Collapses 
July 14, 1917 

Chang Hsun's monarchy has completely collapsed. It lasted 
exactly one week from the issuance of mandates announcing the 
re-establishment of the Throne until the abdication .... 

Dr. Sun's Visit 
July 21, 191 7 

The Peking Daily News states that the visit of Dr. Sll11 
Yat-sen to the South is connected with a movement to organize 
a provisional government with the co-operation of Yunnan, 
Kwangsi and Kwangtung. The object of the Provisional Govern­
ment is to oppose the Manchu Restoration. 

U.S. Trade Experts in the Far East 
In evidence of the interest that the American Government 

is taking in the Far East, the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic 
Commerce of the Department of Commerce now has six trade 
commissioners in the Orient. . . As will be noted, all these 
miss ions have to do with the promotion of American trade abroad. 

Japan to Build .Military Empire 
July 28, 191 7 

The magazine section of the New York Times of June 24 
contains a page article on "War to Insure our Existence as a 
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Nation," by L. R. Wilfley, former Judge of the United States 
Court for China, in the course of wh ich he says that Japan's 
chief aim is to consolidate all the many hundred millions of the 
Orient under her own hegemony and build a great military 
empire whic h will enable her forever to dominate the Pacific 
basin. 

25 Years Ago in the Review 

No Jobs for Engineers 
July 7, 1928 

I t has !Jecn reported that there arc more than 2,000 Chinese 
engineers, men w;th modern technical education and many of 
them graduates of leading c<lucal ional institutions abroad, who 
now have nothing to do in th eir chosen profession. 

Faculty vs. Students 
As a result of the recent announcement that S .. .John's 

University at Shang hai intended lo reopen this fall, various 
Chinese stud ents' organizations have renewed an attack upon 
that institution whi cl:t 1rns been continued almost without cessa­
t ion since the May 30 inc ident s in Shan;.drni in 1925. Although 
St. ,John'~ University was able to reopen in 1926, with a de­
creased attendance, the ~choo! clos~d down a~ain in the spring 
of 1927 when the Chinese Nationalists occupied the Shanghai 
area and, with th e exception of some work done off the campus, 
has been closed almost contin,u ously since. 

Imn1ediately after the trouble in Hl25 between the students 
and t he foreign faculty resulting from an attempt of the students 
to hold a patriotic demonstration and ,'ly tl11• Chinese flag at 
half-mast from one of the uni ve rsity buildings, the students lef t 
the school en nia .~se and started a new sc hool. Kwang Hua 
University, located on Great Western Road. 

Is Recognition Coming? 
July 14, 1928 

The Powers having up until this time so far recognized 
- every Tom, Dick or Harry that has got to Peking, the inference 

101 



is t hat t hey will not have t he a udacity to refuse recognition to 
the Nat ionali sts a lthough t he T a naka Government is r eported in 
some quarter s to be- doing its best to di ssuade th e Briti sh . French 
and American gove rn ments from acco rding recognit ion on the 
g r ound that "ther e is s till no responsible govemment i~ P ekin g 
to deal with ." Imm ed iately the Powers have r ecognized th e 
Nationa lists, t he Jatt r undoubted ly wi ll insis t upon hav ing all 
unequa l tr% t ies rec tifi ed in a manne r that would be in keeping 
wi th the prestige of a free na tio n . . .. . 

Sino-Japanese Deadlock in Shantung 
July 21 , 1928 

Acco rd ing ln one of th e hig h J a pa ne c offi cia ls in Tsinan , 
the ca pita l of Shanttrng provi nce, the J apa ne;:e now han 2 l,OO IJ 
troops on Chinr"e ~oi l hi. Shan tu ng. T he <'ity of Ts ina n, 
pr ovinci al ca pita l or Shant11ng. i,; literally a Jap?nc~ • · l;arrnck.,. 
The streetR a1 e lite ra ll y filled wi th t hem an.d t here a re sand ­
bag barricades cYcrywhcrc. a t street intersections, in fro nt of 
public t ,1i lding ·, at the rai l\\"ay stat ion and pest offi ce, in govern ­
ment buildings an d RO on. 

Suppressing "Dangerous Thoughts" in Korea 
ll ow the .J apanese a uth or iti es in I< r.rca s upp res" "dangerous 

thoughts" in tlrnt pe nins ul a is excelle n t !~· illu< ·.!l ed by th e case 
of th e Korea n newspape r, Chosc 11 Il 1''" wh ich has ueen ni~pende<l 
sine dir tor expre~si ng editoria l opi n ions not in heenin~· wit h 
the wishe~ of the J apanl'~C police . ... The h isto ry of Ko rean 
j ourna!i;;m c\·cr s ince the Japanese occupation of the peninsul:i 
is one I.rng- ehapte1· or dclilwralc pc!·sccution of Karean edit.:irs 
an d w rit1·rs on the part of the J apanese po· ·e .... The a rticle 
'· Decl in e of i\fonarch~: · to whic h th e J apanese police in Kore<! 
took ext:ept!o n , i;; l hL· kin d of edito ri al ont> may fi nd in an r 
western newspa per .. 

Battle Aga inst Floods 
~, o ur thon;;a nd years of recorded histo r y has a ncient China 

fo ught with her un tamed riYers, winni r: cr or lc ;. ing battles as 
primitive dike;; held ~·r gave \\ay under press d ~urgi ng water, 
a nd swee t ~.way homes and crops from the va r qu1shed peasants. 
At the ·momen.t of gc ing to press a nother fl o:id has ravaged 
Shan tun g, and t he ove!flow of ''Ch '.na'~ Sorrow.'' t he descriptive 
prophetic na me g iven to t lw Yell ~w River, has cast into sta rva-
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tion ren ewed milli ons. Yet jn r ecen t years I have t alked fre'­
quently wi t h small, her oic g roups of hopeful people who tell 
me that it is a possible dream to banish floods a nd famines from 
China fo r ever. 

China as a Field for Investment 
The U ni ted Stales has a mas:.:ed a n eno rmous weal th during 

the past few decadC's. She now po~:.:e~ses more capital t han is 
needed by her home inclu ,.:tl- ie;; . Chin a has near ly a ll t he 
requi s ites fo r a marve lou;; cc o1wrnic clc,·elopm cnt except capita l. 

. . Wh y not i1n ·rsl rn111c 01· the surp lu s America n capi ta l in 
\, hi na'? .. Th a l Arne r it:an im·e~lors ca n obtai n a muc h hig he r· 
rnlc of intere ;; t from loa ns to China than to a nr olh ei· co un t r y is 
licyond doubt. . 

15 Years l)go in the Review 
·--- ·- --- ------- --------

July 2 , 38 

Hitler Insulted Chinese 
Adolf Hitl er . Dictato r of Germa ny, <. nge recl a t China's re­

fusa l to accept the peat:.rt "lenn "cooked-u p" by the Ge rman a nd 
Japanese general ;;taff~. del ivered a violent ~peec h in Berlin 
\Feb. 2 i ) in which hf' charged the Chinese with "mental a nd 
111ate1·ia l ""'··ak1 1< >s," due to t hci 1· i"efusal to join the German­
Japan-Italian - .anli-commun ist pad. Hitler anno unced hi s in­
tent ion to recognize the puppet stale of l\Ianc huokuo. 

A Year A go- and Today! 
J u ly 9, 19 38 

A yea r agu a resident of ~hangh a i cou ld cross Ga rden Bridge 
into H ong kew \\"ilhout any in le rfe n:neP except from traffic con­

- gest ion. 
T oday, no one ca n cross Carden Br idge without being stop­

pe<l by a bumptio us Japanese sent r y who rnsists t ha t the pedes­
tr ian remove;; his pipe 01· cigarellc f 1·om his mouth, hi s hat 
from his head, a nd d isplays 111 numerau lc dflcume n ts. It is not 
unl ikely tha t per so ns croRs ing the bri dge may shortly be re­
qu ir ed to undrEss in orde r t ha t the sentr ies may make an ex-
11mination for inv is ible tattoo marks of comm uni stic signi fi cance. 

IOJ 
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Bombings Keep City in Uproar 
Shanghai experie~ced one of its most hectic days since hos­

tilities moved beyond the city last fall, on July 7, the first 
anniversary of the Sino-Japanese war, when pro-Chinese 
elements hurled eight bombs, killed six persons and wounded 
nearly a dozen pedestrians up until noon of July 7. 

Don't Whisper, Talk or Think Against War! 
July 16, 1938 

_. Foreign news ageneies, tourists and even the newspapers in 
Japan have reported strange developments in connection with 
the war psychology now prevailing in that country. 

According to a Rc11ter report from Tokyo on July l a sales­
girl observed two men on the train who appeared to be whisper­
ing "anti-war talk." She reported the incident to the train 
detecti ve who arrested one of the whisperer s: ... He fought the 
charge of "anti-war" whispering and .. . insisted that he was 
an "ardent militari st," but the Supreme Court upheld the verdict 
of th e lowe r co urt and he must serve four months in jail. The 
Judge ruled that "even private talk could be construed as 
rumor-mongering, which was contrary to the military code as 
applied to civilians." . 

J apanese sold iers, wounded or othe rwi se, returning from 
service in China have also been warned aga inst discussing thei r 
expe riences at the front. The Military Secrets Protection Law 
has been invoked to seal the lips of the retu rned soldiers and pre­
vent th em from talking about defeats , blunders. reverses, or in 
fact anything about 1t'rpe riences at the front. 

Cholera 
Cholera, in both the International Settlement and the French 

Concession, has continued to increase during the past week as 
a result of the arrival of hot weather. . . The fact that cholera 
is streng-th ening ib g r ip on this area is reflected in the large 
number of cholera suspect cases pickecl up daily from the street~ 
hy emergency ambu lances. 

Guerrillas! 
A \\'Orel that st rik es fear to the heart of the Japanese soldier 

on solitary ~entry duly; to small detachments of the Mikado'~ 
Warriors lC'ft to guard a small town or village after the army 
has moved on to furtht·r. conquests. . Guerril la has meant de-
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feat after defeat to Nippon's trocp3, It means that no. matter 
how much territory Japan conquers, she cannot consolidate it 
can~ot maintain peace and order; and to those troor,J she leave~ 
behmd, it is as likely as not to mean death ... . 

5 Years Ago in the Review 

Another Student Tragedy 
July 10, 1948 

Peiping wa,; th e scene this wee!: of the la tes t student tragedy 
into which the Gcn·e rnment has blundered. At least 14 students 
~v e re killc:l ancl mun:· wounded after lrooii,. fired point blank 
mto a cro\vO dem cnstrntirig in front of an offi cial's home ac­
cor?ing to press r epJ rts. It is too early to analyze this ]~test 
111c1dent and attemp t to unravel the undoubted i ntricacie~ 
which surround the events leadi ng up to the shooting. How­
ever, we need to know no more than we do to be able place 
the blame squarely where it belongs-on the troops and their 
supenors, perhaps civil a s well a s mili tary. There is never 
an excuse for troops_p.· any other armed body to fire upon a 
crowd of unar med students. Anyone guilty of such an act should 
be tried for murder .... 

Sense and Nonsense 
The catas trophic spiraling of commodity prices in Shanghai 

and other leadi ng cities during the last two \\'eeks of June has 
brought to light the extreme gTavity of the economic crisis con­
fronting .this country. The situation in Shanghai was parti­
cularly d1sturb111g; certain commodities zoomed m.:i re than 100 
per cent in less. than 24 hour.. Pri ce tags were hurriedly 
changed several times a day and some panic-stricken shop keep­
ers preferred to play safe by disconti nuing business altogether 
for fear of lagging behind th e soaring prices. Bewildered and 
alarmed folks were left wondering whether this was the begin­
ning of the end. 

T~e 
1
situation :-vas m~de more complicated and alarming by 

Nankm.g s do-nothm~ policy. Dr. Wong Wen-hao's new govern­
ment simply kept silent throughout the crisis .... 
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Even criminals get a new deal -----. 

New Man Village 

NOTHING coul<l be farther 
from the truth than the 

Western allegation that new 
'- China considers human life its 

cheapest "commodi ty." The 
fact is that new China rec­
ognizes human life as pre­
cious and something not to be 
wasted. Thus, c\·cry effort is 
111ade to consen·e the life of 
all individuals. The rapid ex­
tension and imp ro·\·ement of 
medical fa cilities, the cuncnt 
nation-wide health rampaign 
are ca. es in point. 

Thi s concern is nn less grC'at 
for criminals. No more are 
those who run afoul of the law 
considered ver sc inherently 
undesirable or abnormal per­
sons whose anti-social acts 
stem chiefly from a natural 
bent toward crime. No longer 
in vogue is the old platitude 
about how a "really good 
man" can always ove rcome hi s 
environm ent a nd get ahead in 
the world. 

Now it is rccogni ze<l thal 
environment, ra the r than ihe 
peculiarities of the individual, 
i> the chief factor in creating 
criminals. Thus, it is reasoned 
that in the new society a­
building, in which there will be 
an abundance for all and in 
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which degrading poverty will 
be unknO\\·n, crime \•:ill even­
tually cease to be a problem. 

Already there is r oncrete 
evidence to su pport this view. 
As li\·ing- co11rlitio11s have im­
proved, crimC' has dropped to 
a ph c11onwnal extent. 

In Slrnnghai-a i;eapo rt city 
o;· soil!,., li .OOU,00() people which 
in the old days had an inter­
nation a l reputation for law­
lessness-it is no longer 
" 11 ews·· \\'llen th e poli ce re1;ort 
an entire month without a 
s ingle case of armed robbery. 
Long a "wide-open" inter­
national city and the center of 
foreign imperialist influence 
and intrigu e, Shang·hai un­
doubted!~· ha .I the largest con ­
ce ntration of criminals in the 
country, not in the world. 
Therefore thi s city provides a 
good C'xamplc of the methods 
used to combat this problem. 

During the past three years, 
thousands of Joa fer s an<l petty 
criminal s , derelicts produ ced 
by the old sociely, have bee!1 
picked up on the st reets of 
Shang hai and sent to New 
i\lan Village, a model settle­
ment established by the Shang­
hai municipality. More than 
12,000 persons have gone 

there, and nearly all have 
proven themselves industrious 
workers. 

New Man Village occupies 
more than 200 ,000 i11on of 
former waEteland in the north­
ern part of Kiangsu province. 
The whole site is di\·irled illto 
settlement villages, general 
villag__es, schools, a hom e fo r 
the disabled, a 68-bed hospi1al 
and various other in sta llations. 
There are many small shops 
and restaurants. Business is 
brisk; the daily turnover of 
one of the s mall g-roceries, for 
example, ha s on occasion ap­
proached ~ale· of a s imilar 
shop in Shanghai itself. 

The first batch of petty 

criminals arrived from Shang­
hai in the spring of 1950, a 
sorry group out of which to 
make new men. Those who had 
once been workers were un­
sk illed in handling tools, and 
lacki ng in far min(\' knowledge 
r. nd techn ique. For them, re­
fresher courses were in order 
- but \,·hat of those who had 
lived outside the law for as 
Jong as they could remember . 
who had never know n any 
other ki nd of life? The more 
obst inate of these ·immediately 
attempted to esca pc, to return 
lo their~ olJ practices. 

TIH1 ' . tht' ta sk facing the 
v;overnmen t worke i's assigned 
to New l\.fon Village was not 

Small group meetings are held daily by the 
n!sidents to review the day's work. At th e end of eac 
year, awards are given to the active workers. 



Houses in New Man Village wer~ built on former 
wasteland. 

an easy one . The reclamation 
l.Jureau first employed a large 
number of civilian workers to 
help in the building of four 
\'i llages, providing 1, 700 dwel­
lings for the '6ettlers. The 
government workers also joined 
the newcomers in building 
roads and improving irrigation 
systems in newly reclaimed 
cotton fields. 

The example set by the gov­
ernment employees, th e gov­
ernment's willingness to spend 
large sum':l on the project and, 
lastly, the irrefutable eye­
witness example of what can 
be accomplished through 
11hysical work made a deep 
impression on even the most 
hard-bitten. Today, these form-

108 

er social parasites are becom­
ing new n1en and women. 

There is no forced labor on 
lhe reclamation site; work is 
sponta neous, without armed 
guards. At present, many 
important positions are held 
by tlntise formerly useless 
members of society. Recently 
more than 400 outstandi1 ·g 
workers were selected to take 
up responsible posts and other 
technical work, although 
vi llage heads and some other 
leading personnel are govern ­
ment worke1·s. 

One typical example of a 
new man is Chiang Pan-hsing, 
formerly an opium addict, npw 
living with his wife and one 
child in one of the five settle-

ment villa~s on t.he reclama­
tion site. He has two other 
children; the elder son has 
just entered the pharmaceuti­
cal training class sponsored by 
the labor hospital, and the 
small daughter is studying in 
a primary school on the re­
cl amation site. 

At one lime Chiang was 
prosperous and supported hi s 
family in comfort; w'hen he 
became an addict, they were 
reduced to penury, and the 
children became street 
lu .. wkers. 

When ser.t to the village, a 
new life opened for him. 
S taff assi1rned to the village 
helped to show him what it 
meant to work for a living. 
He has worked assiduously 
and well, and as a result of 
his active participation in 
production, he has been pro­
moted to s ub-head off a village. 

There arP no idlers here ; 

even the blind and partially 
disabled carry out simple jobs, 
such as making straw sandals 
and ropes. No one attempts 
tc, escape, and quite a few 
even desire to' settle down per­
manently on the reclamation 
site. 

This is only natural , a s their 
life he1e is more pleasa n!, in 
eve ry way, than their old life. 
Formerly they had fr eedom­
freed cm to starve, to fr eeze , to 
encoun te r the terrors of a 
Kuomintang prison, where 
beatings, s tarvation and gen­
ern l maltrealment were stan­
dard proceclure, while torture __ 
mai1ning and even kilJi.ng of 
prisoners "ere not unus ual. 

Now, for the first time, they 
know secur ity. And their 
children, growing u in the 
new society, will - ha all the 
advantages and opportun.ities 
now rapidly becoming available 
fo1· all China's youth. 

INCREASING CHINA'S ELECTRIC POWER 

ro meet increasin g- demands for electric power brought 
on by China's first Five-Year Plan, huge sums of 

money are being invested in setting up new power plants 
and expanding the present installations in 1953. Funds 
for this purpose in 1953 are five times as much as the 
1952 amount. 

-.Further rationalizing of the existing capacity of the 
nation's power plants is also being emphasized. It has 
been officially estimated that with the same installations, 
power output this year can be raised one-fifth above that 
of 1952. 
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IN INNER MONGOLIA 

Stores go to the People 

-- (ATTLE herdsmen assemble 
quickly from all directions 

when the welcome news of 
the arrival of the trading 
team spreads like a pra1ne 
wind through the Ssetzewang 
Banner in the Ulanchiapu 
League of Inner M on,i;olia. 

The steppe takes on new 
life and gaiety; the visit of 
this mobile department store 
on horse-drawn carts is a l­
ways an occasion for festivity 
among the nomad s. They re­
plenish their s tores; buying 
all types of goods-household 
items, - tools, cloth, stationery 
and books, harness and hunt­
ing equipment. 

Prairie distances are vast, 
and this particular team of 
the China Trading Company 
had been nine days <,>n the 
journey from its local head­
quarters at Ulanhua. In Chie­
chi li ViJlage, the wife of 
herdsman Shiliendal had hur­
ried from her yurt to greet 
the team: 

"Comrades, you are wel­
con1e !" 

S·he quickly looked over the 
piles of goods in the heavily­
laden carts; her face fell in 
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disappointment. 

"Comrades, what of our 
calf-skin boots?" 

During the last visit of the 
trading team, all the leather 
boots had .been sold before 
the team got as far as the 
Shi1iendals" So the couple 
],ad asked the team to bring 
them two pairs on their next 
trip. 

"Oh! Are you the Shilien­
dals'? Certainly we brought 
your boots. Ho\\' could we 
break our promise?" 

From the depths of a pile 
of goods, the team leader pull­
ed out two pairs of shining 
leather boots beautifully tool­
ed with intricate designs. 

"They're prettier than 
dared to hope!" exclaimed 
Mrs. Sh:lienctal as she rub­
bed the lovely boots with her 
Jo ng sleeves. 

On learning of the arrivai 
of the mobile trading team, 
Shiliendal, who was tending 
sheep in the pasture, galloped 
home at top speed . Reaching 
his yurt, he dismounted and 
tried on the boots, which fitted 
him perfectly, 

The Shiliendal family of 
five keep 400-odd sheep, over 
a dozen cattle and two horse,;. 
The mob il e trading team saves 
them the trouble of traveling 
a great di stance for their 
daily necess ities. For a family 
who could barely keep them­
selves from hunger and cold 
before liberation, they are 
well-off now, as can be testi ­
fied by thei1· ability to bu y 
Y2,832,700 worth of goods 
from the trading team on thi s 

_one trip. Here is a list of 
their purrhases: 

Cotton drill (purplr.) 23 
Cotton drlil (blue) .. , . 22 
Cotton cloth 

yards 
yards 

( conrse. blue) ... 
"Chienmcn" cotto11 

cloth (blue) ........ . 
Cotton cloth (white) 
Cn~f.skin hool!'; . 

bolt." 

12! yards 
5 bolts 
2 pnir~ 

White sugar . ........... 5 cattlea 
Brown sugar . . .. . .. . .. .. 10 cattiea 
Cigarettes . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 4 cartons 
Plastic c igarette case 1 
Leaf tobacco .... .. ...... 20 bundles 
Tea .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . 20 brick• 
Dales 10 catties 

(Flour und rice not. included 
in this list). 

Thi s is not a mere shopping 
list. It is a vivid illustration 
of the radically improved life 
of the national minorities of 
new China. The Mongolian 
herdsmen of today are steady 
customers for all staples, and 
many can even afford to.-._ buy 
luxuries: silk and jade and 
coral ornaments. 

QNCE. a lead ing staff mem­
ber of the U League Tra<i­

ing Company went out to visit 
the steppeland clients himself 

A trade exhibition h eld in a valley of WulaCllabu 
l\11eng, one of tlie national 1ninoritics' autonomous 
regions in In!:'er Mo11~olia. Residents from all over the 
area make -ll a festive occasion when they come to do 
thPir tr.,rHn'!. 
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•· 
These l:mer Mongolian women are !:appy over 

dw purchases they have just made from the tr~de 
exhibition set up by the China Tr;;ding Company. With 
,improved living standards, they are buying many items 
that were formerly considered luxuries. 

to see that all was in order. 
One of the pe rsons .inte rview­
ed was an elde rly Mongol ian 
woman. She said, "In the old 
days we poor people hardly 
ever <irank tea, but only a 
brew made from dri ed weeds, 
for the merchants only gave 
us two bricks of t ea in ex­
change for a fat sheep. To­
day, the trading caravans 
come right out to the encamp­
n:ents and bring goods at 
moderate prices. A sheep is 
now worth seven bricks of 
tea." 

She was quite old and frail, 
but she had a keen memOTY, 
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and spoke of th e cruel taxe;; 
under the Kuom intang : a 
family owning five head of 
cattle was obliged to give uµ 
one as tax, there was a clog 
tax for hose who kept <logf'., 
a cart tax for those who 
owned carts, a yurt tax for 
those who lived in yurts. 

"Dear Old Lady, these are 
things of the past ," he con­
soled her. 

"Yes, they are gone for­
ever. I have lived many man y 
yrnrs, but now fur the first 
time l see the sun shining so 
brightly over the steppe." 

- T'AN CHIA-KUN 

Moving towards collectivization 

Forming an Agricultural 

Producer Cooperative 

JN 11cw China, the trend in 
agricul tu r e is away from 

~mall-sca l e individual farming 
an d toward collective work . It 
was tow'l.rd th e encl of 195 1 
that, after mu ch discussion 
pro and con , mutual-aid team s 
in Ming Kih village in the 
No rth Past were scheduled to 
move on to the next stage­
pr.odu ce r cooperatives. 

The Chen family, mutual­
a irl t ea m members who had 
received thei r own ~Rd dur·· 
ing agrarian r efo1:m, and had 
prospered, greeted the news 
with mixed emotions. The 
father, Chen Tsa i, held back. 
The family now owned t hree 
horses and a big cart. and in 
the previous year had earned 
130 catties of grain by hir ing 
out the h0rses. He even con­
sider ed getting out of the 
mut ua l-aid team. 

Th e old man's son, Chen 
Kuo-fu , \"iewed it differently; 
he looked in to the future and 
saw coopera tives as a st~p to ­
ward soci ali sm. Asi.de from 
the mat.er ial benefits, he r ea­
soned it was his duty to help 
advance th e nation's agricul-

turn! prod uction. His argu­
ments won o\"er his mother. 
Mother, so n ·rnd two horses 
joined the budding coopera­
liYe ; fath01', ont horse and 
cart stayed out. 

Before following the Chen 
fortunes for the ensuing year, 
it would be well to consider 
j11 st what an agricultural pro­
Juct ion cooperati,-e, istin­
gu ished from other coope ra­
ti ves, is. 

fIR ST and foremost, the pro-
duction cooperative is a step 

on the way to collectivization. 
More than land reform, it may 
be considered man reform. 
Although the land is still pri­
vately owned, t he farmers 
begin to realize the value of 
collective effort and th e ac­
cumulation of collec tive 
wealth . 

This collectiv ization shows 
up dramatically the inefficiency 
of the system whereby each 
fa mily tills its own individual 
holding on which it is difficult 
or even impossibl e to make 
use of new implements such 
a& tractor s-or even horse-
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drawn mac'hines-new tech­
niques and scientific division 
of labor. 

In other words, on a small 
individual farm it is difficult 
to increase production . More­
over, ai busy seasons, such- as 
planting a ud harvesting , each 
member in a 111utual-aid team 
is inclined to worry about hi s 
own plot , and will try to get 
t he team to work on his land 
firs t. Thi s sometim es leads t o 
hard feelings and a conse­
q uent slow-do wn in wo1·k . 

Since every mu tual-a ir] team 
fa mily raises the crops it 
needs on its ow n p iece of land, 
each small plot is divided up 
amongst grain, cot ton, vege­
tables-a most _uneconomic 
form of production, virtually 
gardening rather than farm­
ing. 

On the other ha nd, when 
land is pooled and u tilized in 
a unifi ed way by the coope ra ­
tive, t he choice of crops for 
a ny pi ece of land is determin ­
ed by its cha1·actc r. A lthough 
each membe r reta ins a piece 
of land fo r pe rso nal use, he 
is not depend(!nt on hi s own 
crop, and di sputes ove r where 
to work first have disa ppear­
ed. Morecn·er, co ll ec tive till­
ing, sowi ng and ha r ves tin g 
< nabl e the mem bers to save 
much more t im e than for­
merly. 

It is most importan t that 
the fruit s of labor be fa irl v 
distributed . Credit is set ~t 
10 points per day for ordin-

114 

ary labor, for a man or 
woman; skilled or difficult 
work rates higher. It is usual 
to pay fixed rates for land and 
hire of d raught animals a nd 
implements. Th e n after Px­
pense:; are paid , a s mall por­
tion is set aside- for r eserve 
and welfare pt11·poses. The 
n~main der iR di vided according 
to work days. 

Me mbership he re is eniirelj• 
vol un tary and one may with­
draw at any tinw. Critic ism 
of self a nd of o lhers is the 
dPmocrntic lever by wh ich de­
fects in me1·nben; are b rought 
to I ight and co rrected. Demo­
cra tic prin cip l<·s and discussion 
govern a ll so luti ons to ques­
tions of distr ibution c f profits, 
purcha;-;e u f f~l~ · n1i:'g iiC::CeSf-;i­

tics and so forth. Detailer! 
accounts are posted regLilarly . 
Ag ricul_tu ral produce r coo pera­
tives are gi,·en first choice in 
..,ecur in g- gcr. er nment loa ns 
and p r ior ity in obtaining new­
style farm impl eme nts at pre­
ferred pricei:,, good seeds, in­
~ectit:ide~ '!1rnyers, and 
tech nical guidur;ce of va rious 
kinds. 

Agricultu ral coop e rat ives sn 
fa r ex is t prima ri ly in the 
Northeast and North Chi na. 
11·here tlie rura l economy lrns 
developed rnpid'.v. T he i\orth ­
east Bureau o.l lhe Ch ine''" 
Communist Pa rty reeen{.!y 
held a ru ral work meeting anrl 
decided that duriri g the next 
live year s most. '.ndividual 
far me1·s wi ll have joi ned 

mutnal-aid teams, which in 
turn will g'-adually be amalga­
mated so as to make producer 
cooperatives the main type of 
farmi ng in this area. At the 
same time, the development of 
co llective- :farms will be en­
couraged, also so me state 
farm s a s expe rim ental ground s 
for tractor s. 

The land t o be used will in­
clude wasteland, which is to 

' be irrigated; also arable land 
<1 reas will be extended. Th e 
t0tal value of prod uction in 
the Northeast by 1957 will be 
a n 80-100 percent incr ease 
,,,·er th e 1952 planned pro­
duction value. 

Under present plans, supply 
and marketing cooperatives 
will be expanded to take up 90 

percent of the work in that 
line ; credit and Joan coopera­
tives will be set up, and credit 
teams inside mutual-aid 
organ iza tions will be encour­
aged. Th e people are learn­
ing everywhere the valu e of 
co~ pe rati o n. 

THUS will be see n something 
of what the mutual-aid 

team~ of Ming Kih village. had 
ahead of them. Most mem­
bers of the tea ms were only 
too wi lli ng ta join the co­
opera tive rn o\'ement; but some 
held back, feari ng anything 
new. 

Among these was one Chen 
Ping-wen, a geomancer who 
professed to know the "yang­
yin g" bu sin ess and received a 

Livestock fairs draw a large crowd of peasants who 
now con afford draught animal.< to replace the arduous 
manual work on tite farms. 



cock plus ¥20,000 when he 
prospected a piece of land for 

-home or tomb according to 
wind-and-water ntes. Joining a 
coflJ,'P.rafr:e would give him less 
time to indulge in this prac­
tice. On the other hand, he 
did not want to be the only 
one not joining, and be con­
sidered backward. Therefore, 
he decided to do his best to 
prevent others from joining. 

So while new cooperative 
members were discu ssing 
conatitutiona l rules, Chen 
Ping-wen invited four men to 
his home across t he village. 
Tentatively, he se nt ou t trial 
balloons. "Who knows whether 
cooperativea a r e good?" he 
aske•~. blandly. "Perhaps it 
would be wiser to continue 
our mutu a l-aid team for an­
other year." 

"Your idea is sound," agreed 
one Liu, who had always been 
a rich farmer, and was a rug­
ged individualist at 'heart. "If 
t he crop is good, they'll put 
too much in the reserve, and 
there won't be much to take 
home. This idea comes from 
the top guys." He paused, and 
looked around. "The whole 
thing sounds fi shy to me. I'm 
staying out." 

Another Liu had been in a 
dilemma for many clays. To 
join-- but that would not be 
advantageous, as his land "as 
reckoned among the best in 
the v illage. To stay out-but 
the three mainstays of the 
team had joined; it would be 
difficult to organize another 
team. To join-but he had 
never seen a cooperative be­
fore. To stay out - what if 

Peasants examine the rice plants grown at a state 
farm from special improved seeds. 

. ' 
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' With the assistance 
of government workers, 
peasants measure out 
their land during land 
reform. 
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they who had joined 
•he cooperative should 
harvest more? With 
knitted brows he pon­
dered, then decided to 
si:iy cut, and geC'­
ma ncer Chen Ping-wen 
was pleased with h imself 
having won these allies. 

·,/·,.fl 

for 

A year passed. Chen Tsai 
had used hi s cart to set him­
self up as a pottery merchant ; 
,,f t he dozen sets he bou ght, 
two and a half wer e broken, 
end some of the rest remain ­
ed unso ld. Bec~use of his con­
servatism, he had hesi tated to 
use the new King Copper seeds 
fo r more thap_ two 1no1l of his 
land ; t he other three moii 

brought forth a poor wheat 
harvest. 

He hurri e'cl ly joined the co­
operative when he saw that 
his wife a nd son had earned 
more than 60 cattien of grain 
for each work day - earned 
by their labor and payment 
for the use of thei r horses 
and land-- more than the \\"hole 
family formerly earned. 

The others who had stayed 

out blamed Chen Ping-wen . 
The second Liu wa:o; especially 
bilk!'; \\"ith hi s one horse he 
and hi;; fam ily could 'have 
earned -1 ,500 catties of grain 
if they had · · rnd the co­
operatin; in stead they earn­
ed only 3,000 catties. Retribu­
t~on O\'erlook Chen Ping-wen: 
his income was one -third less 
than it would have been in the 
cooperatiYe, and bes ides. one of 
his horses died of exhaustion. 

Ming Kih village now has 
seven producer cooperatives. 
~o one doubts the ad\·antages 
therefrom. But it is a re­
minder to all rural govern­
ment wo1·kers leading t he 
movement that the transi tion 
process is not all smooth sail­
ing. It is more long-range 
and intricate than land re­
form, but it means a long step 
forward toward collective 
agricu lture. 

117 



CHINA NOTES 

Southwest's Industry Expands 
JN line _with new China's first Five-Yea!' Plan , Southwest Chir. i<, 

covering an area two and a half times the size of F1'ancc 
a~d with a popul~tion of _70,000,000, is starting on the road to 
planned tonstru:ti~n. This year will see the development of 
mdu~try, the building of power plar.ls and a beginning in th e 
tappmg of the vast natural resources of th is hitherto undevelop­
ed area. 

. Taking ~ll branches of industry into account, investment 
th is year will double last year's. Investment in the coal in­
rl~sti-y in 1953 . will triple that of 1952, while 10 tim~s as muc

0

n 
will be spe~t m the non-ferrous metals industry. The overail 
ta_rget for i~dustry output this year is 37 percent over 195:;:, 
with emphasis on heavy industry. 

M~st investment this year in heavy industl'y will be in new 
factories and openi ng of new mines and expansion of cxisti1w: 
ones. By the begi~ning _of May, 98 major construction projects 
were under way, mcludmg the setting up of th e Southwest'~ 
large~t power plant, a 10-mile tramway conveyor and an o1 :~ 
selection plant i~ one of the nation 's largest tin producing arer ~ 
of Yu?nan province, and the expansion of th e weaving depar t­
ment m a large Chungking textile mill. 

. Mu~h of the Sout~west's new industry will be set for opera­
t10n this ~ear_ and will help in achieving t e- area's producti""n 
quotas which mclude th e raising of output of steel ingots in 
l 953 by _5 9 percent, rolled steel by 37 percent, copper by 54 
percent, iron by 12 percent, tin by 22 percent and cotton cloth 
by 46 percent. 

Southw_est, China is r '.ch in mineral ore, containing 70 pc>1·­
cent of Chi?a s tota:J copper deposits , 56 percent of its tin, '73 
percent of its aluminum and 70 percent of its phosphorite. It 
also ~olds vast quantities of coal, iron, zinc, asbestos and oil. 
Tappmg these resources is one of the keys to carrying out large­
scale construction in new China. 

Plans for building up the Southwest call for improving the 
area's transport facilities. The Tienshui-Chengtu Railway which 
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is now being built, linking the Southwest with other parts of 
the country, will speed the supply of industrial equipment and 
installations. A highway network criss-crossing the area also 
is under construction. 

To maintain a rapid pace in industrialization new technical 
schools huve been opened for training technicians. In the first 
half of 1953, more than 10,000 future technicians were enroled 
in 19 new schools in lhe Southwest. 

Oil Industry Developing 
THE pre-liberation theol'y that China was lacking ii\ oi~ de-

pos its has been thrown out lh!! window. Recent surveys 
throughout the country reveal that China has far richer depo~its 
than was previously estimated. Long dependent on the big US 
:and British oil companies for suppiic~, new China is rapidly 
rlevclopi ng her own oil resources. 

Since the fo un ding of the m·w g0Ycrn1nent in October 1949 
the oil industry has made great headway. New deposits have 
been di scovered and new well s d!·illed. Extensive prospecting 
ha: di sclosed t hat from thC" va st Nor \h\\'cst to the North China 
Plain , from the coa l city of Fushu11 in th e Northeast t the 
Kweichow-Yunnan Plateau. acrosg the ll unan-Kwangsi hi\ s and 
in the S·zcchu cn BiJ s in, oil ckpo~ its arc ~\'c rywhe r e. Last year 
China prod uced nearly ..f20 pl:rcr·nt more oil than in any year 
before li beration. 

Plans for 1!l53 call for co itinuecl pro,pecting in the North­
west anJ Sou thwest. Fifty-tw•.; team~ Jul\·c set out to examine 
60,000 square kilometer s known to contain oil bearing rock in 
the Northwest. These will be joined by !J7 other teams, com­
pris ing more than 1,200 people, a live-fold increase over last 
year. The oil-searching teams arc outfitted with the most up­
to-date equipment. More than a dozen working teams left 
T ihua, cap ital of · Sinkiang. China'~ mo~l ouilying province, in 
April. 

Fa r to the south, in Szcchucn, large-scale prospecting for 
oi l began in early spring, coveri ng one-third of the province's 
total area of some 350,000 square kilometers. Altogether, 27 
teams were ~checluled to car ry out the work in Szcchucn. 

Efforts are being intens ified in Southwest China as ~- whole 
whe1·c ]al'ge oil deposits are believed to exist. The aggregate 
depth oi wells t o be <lrilletl this year, for exa mple, wil: be n(I 

119 



percent more than the total in the entire 10 years before 
liberation. 

uevelopment of the oil industry in Nor theast China has 
b1'0ught about g reatly increased co11 sump tion in this area , the 
industrial heart cf new China. Consumption last year equalled 
the combined tota l for J 950 a nd 1951. Th is year 50 percent 
more oil will be available com pared with 1952. 

Commenting on the biir future for C:hina's oil industry, 
the P eking P eo71l<''s Da ily pa id tribute to the contribution made 
by Soviet geologisl:; who, in the fare of previous "expert" 
opinion, have con ~ta ntly ad\"anced the v iew that China mu st be 
rich in oil deposits, maintaining t hat the nature of China's 
rock formations and the fact that the country is surrounded by 
oil producing countries s uch as the Soviet Union, Mongolia, 
Burma, India and Paki stan guarantee5 oil deposi ts. Their 
theory lhat oil fi elds are spread over extensive areas in China 
has been borne out 1)y ;!:eological. su1'Veys in ·the past few years. 

China's Egg Exports 
CHINA is one of tl1e world's greatest exp'1r ler:; of eggs and 

egg- products . At its peak, in 1936, the country exported a 
total of 2,722,080,000 egg~. 

Since the setting up of the people's government in 1949 
China's egg production and expo rts have rapidly recovered 
from t he low level reac hed under the Chi a ng Kai-shek gover11-
ment. In 1946 only 61 tons of eggs wer e exported. Last year 
there was a 43 percent increase compa red with normal output 
in t he l!J30's. 

T oday , China ta n fill orde rs co ns ide hly above pre-war 
demands and still have increased supplies for a home market 
which is constantly expa nding as a result of rising living 
standards . S ince land reform , which gave tens of millions of 
peasa nts their own la nd, i111proved suppli es of f eed have helped 
increase poultl'y s tocks. 

Government aid has helped revive the egg processing plants, 
which are chiefly privately owned. New methods of cooperative 
collection and marketing of eggs, government low-interest loans, 
tax exemptions and ifhprovecl communications have all played 
a part in the restoration of the ex port trade. 

QNE of i;he reasons for the popularity of China's eggs and 
egg products iR their rich fat content. On August 9, 1951, 
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the Firwncial T·imes in London stated: " In the production of 
bakery goods it is impossible to find sui table s ubstitutes for the 
eggs imported from China." Anothe1· reason is that China's 
eggs a nd egg products, because of their a bundance, are cheap; 
generally, they are about 10 percent cheaper than those pro­
duced in the US. 

Immediately after the establi shm ent of th .! new Chinese 
government, in l!J4D and the firs t half of 1950 several thousand 
tons of egg products were exported to th e US. E ven more 
went to West Europe, especia lly to egg-rationed Britain. How­
ever, a s a r esult of the US -insp irPd bl o,·kade a nd Washington 
pres. ure, Bri tai n 's imports of eggs from China dro pped greatly. 
This decline in the latter part of Ht50 a nd 1 !151 sent prices up 
and lowered the qua lity of foodsluffs containing eggs or egg 
prnducts in Britain. By 1952, however, egg products were again 
being imported from China in considerable quantities. 

In Memory of Agne~ Smedley 
QN May 6, 1951 , Agnes Smedley's ashes were buried in 

P eking in accordance with her last wishes. Every 
yea r, on thi s day, a memorial meeting paying tribut 
this American fri end of the Chinese people is held in 
the nation's capi tal, attended by Chinese and fore ig ners. 

Speaking at t!Uf;" year's ce remony at her g rave in 
Peking's Revolutionary Cemetery. Chou Yang, vice­
chairman of t he All-China F ederation of Literary and 
Art Circles, s tated: "Both by her writings and activities, 
Ag nes Smedley showed her deep sympa thy with the Chin­
ese revolution and supported it firml y. She never waver­
ed in her confidence in the strength and will of the Chin­
ese people." 

Continuing, Chou Yang told the gatheri ng that Agnes 
Smedley made it c!ear that "the Am erican people are and 
will be friends of the Chinese people. She wa~ a true 
representative of the American people." 

Among the Chine e gathered to pay tribute to Agnes 
Smedley this year were Sha Ko-fu , sec retary of the 
All-China F ederation of Literary and Art Circles ; Kang 
Ke-chin g- anrl Liao Mcng-hsing of the All-China Demo­
cratic Women·R Federation an rl Chao Shu-Ii, well -known 
author. 
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BOOKS OF INTEREST 
DIE REISE NACH K/!sNTON 

(]oumey to Ca11t')!:)· F.C. 
Weiskoff. Dietz P 11 blishi11g 
House, Berli11, I9JJ· Re11iewed 
by A.W. 

I N "Journey to Canton" Mr. Weiskopf, 
former Czechoslovak a111oassado1· 

lo China and a well-known writer and 
peel, has filled a great need fell by 
lhe German-1 eading public he has 
p1cduced <:n in teresting , colorfu l and 
instructive book on new China. In 
th~ past, i nl~rest in China was l imi ted 
lo the Sinologists who, for lheir own 
edification, pub lished long, learned 
tomes on the philosophy, art 2nd an ­
cien t history of ChinJ, works beyond 
the under;tanding of the man in the 
street- and occasional travel desc rip ­
tions whi ch emphasized the Oriental 
strangeness of the " Celestials" and 
their quaint country, and fo llowed the 
line " East is East and West is 
\»est .... · 

During the- Nazi regirr.c, Germans 
were requ ired lo view China through 
the eyes of offi cia l Jnpanese propa ­
ganda, tliat is, as a co11nlry unable 'co 
govern itself and populated by opium 
smoking, degenerate, illiterate sub­
humans who needed the Japane se t o 
bring order into their ch aotic country 
-<>r at leasl a " fuehrer" like Chiang 
Kai-shek, the ideal of lhe German 
military mission of the thirt ies. 

After the war when lhe Germans. 
after so many years of Nazi -controlled 
literature, had at last access to a 
w;der range of book s, a number or 
translations about Ch ina appeared, and 
aroused lively in terest. People in the 
German Democratic Republi c, especi ­
ally, are eager lo know more about 
the developments and changes, and 
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the problems of the new democracy 
in Chi na against the background of the 
p~st. Th is book, w1 itten in German, 
is therefore 11n important contribution 
to a beller knowledge of Chi na and 
lhe life cL her people. 

" JOURN EY TO CANTON" is, in the 
author's own words, \\neither 

complete nor impartial. Two eyes 
cannot see all of thi s immense coun ­
try; moreover, China, her people and 
her victorious revolution are too close 
to th e anthor's iiP. 7! rt for hin to ·..vanl 
to drny, or even be able to deny, his 
lcvc for them, for the sake of so­
called objective report ing ." 

Mr. Weiskopf's expe: iences of his 
two and a half vears' stay in C11'ro. 
?nd his extensive stud ies of Ch inese 
lii~tcry, art and literature forrncd J 

bc:ckground for his impressions on his 
short trip to Canton. Nor was Can 
ton strange lo him; the very name of 
this city aroused many memor ies. 

Mori than 20 years a;;o in a lilt le 
count ry inn in his homelaed. he hear~ 

t.he new' Gf th~ t loodv <uprression or 
the heroic Canton Corrmun°. and he 
wro te a p qivir.g expression to hi> · 
•ai th that the red star would rm vet 
CJC1ain over Canton. He also rem<::!mbere<.i 
that Agnes Smedley wrote in l 932 
that "a ghost is haunting Canton. It 
is the spectre of the Commune. . No 
one has forgotten. 

The author met in government 
offices, factories, union meetings and 
schools, the men and women who t ook 
part in that uprising against exploila · 
tion; he was in troduced lo them- with 
the word>, " He too is one of those 
days"-sig-nificant words hid ing much 
s•Jffering, blood, pain an'.! great"css. 
Fo1· the people are reluctant lo talk 

about their personal experiences of the 
past and eager to tell him of their 
present-day problems and achieve­
men ts. 

He saw for himself wh?t is beir.g 
done and how problems are overcome 
by the will and the streng•.h o' the 
people. " A workshop for the produc­
tion of new men" is how the chief 
engineer in charge spoke of the repair 
work on the bridge over the Pearl 
River. Engineer and workers together 
have changed to a new oulfook, and 
have turned to new methods. The 
engineer had thought that il was im ­
possible to repai r the bridge with the 
primitive means avai lable after the 
Kuomintang had wrecked it before 
fleeing {ro1~ Cdnton, yet he learned 
that the impossible became. possible 
ber.ause the workers developed forces 
such as are not mentioned in anv 
textbook. 

Another type of workshop for the 
production of new men is the six-story 
building where the Canton union head­
quarters are housed. Inside il is like 
a beehive- pcoole hurrying everywhere. 

And the portraits of f¥1 arx and 
Engels with their slightt Oriental 
look, as portrayed quite unconsciously 
by Chinese artists, and their names in 
Chinese characters - Ma·ke -sze and 
En-ke-sze - seem lo be qu ite a 
natural part of this building with the 
green templeo-like roof and the round 
lamps with t he pa inted junks, a 
build ing that is so full of liv~ly a~d 

enthusi;islic worki"g people preparing 
themselves for the many new respon­
s1bilit ies that fac~ and await them. 

A L THOUGH descriptions of men and 
events in the new (,hina fill most 

of Wei skopf's book, the shades of a 
c•uel ana t er rible past are here, too. 
There is the long-gowned, fat merchant 
wnom the autiior me~ts in a restaur­
ant, bemoan ing the fact that the 
"good old days" are gone, the days 
when the idle rich fMsted on dinners 

consisting of dozens of exquisite spe­
cia lities. On a bench in .Shameen his 
fo1 eign cour.terpart, a French wine 
merchant, missed his former customers 
for champagne and wines, the foreign 
imperialists who termed Canton the 
Little Paris of Asia .... 

But there are al so the less ridicul­
ous and much more cruel memories of 
the past. ... the "garden of flowery 
joys" which never meant joy and hap­
piness to its denizens, only sorrow and 
shame. Nnw Weiskopf saw the place 
changed to a school and advisory cen­
ter where all the wrongs and indign i­
tie s they had fo rrr ~rly suffered were 
brought lo light and where a new, free 
and producti ve l ife was mapped out 
for them. -

Weiskopf describes one of the 
meetings where in the presence of her 
comrades one of t he women told her 
story of hilterness. " It was ::i!most 
like the auditorium of a university 
clinic when a difficul t case is demon­
stra ted." Ar.d in fact i t the ~x­

posing of the tissue of a ma 1cious so­
cial tun.or, then j eciding on the 
proper llr~rap y, even an operation, if 
necessary. 

No one who has visited Canton or 
even read a descr iption of this city 
wil; forget to mention th~ river people 
who for generations have lived and 
died in a smal I city of boats. 

For generat ions too, they had been 
exploited and despised, therefore it 
was not easy lo overcome their suspi­
cions, when after liberat ion they were 
told they were included in the general 
plann ing for a better life. Even 
when finally convinced that education, 
conveniences and health were meant 
for them. they were still reluctant to 
send the ir children ashore; Weiskopf 
describes their floating schools, clinics, 
libraries and cooperative stores. 

Ti1E book does_ not lack colorful de ­
piction of the aromas and hubbub 

of street life in this southern city. We 
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read of the magic art of cooking -
brought to its quintessence in Canton 
-i ts strange raw materials and spices, 
the sounds of musical instruments and 
street v~nders, the mysteries of 
Chinese medicines, the whole multi ­
colored variety of seething street life 
in the old city. 

The author's humor and freshness, 
and hi s ruriosi ly ;i~ to the present 
anv the future, milke us feel like 
happy trave lling companions. The 
many indivi dual impressions and 
descriptions of his " Journey" unite in­
to one piclure--we see the "who~ ? 

garden in the drop of water," people 
wt10 have takeri I heir lives :rnd their 
fl'lure in to the ir own hands, full of 
young energy and wise prudence. The 
flag of the Commu ne is waving every ­
where , and i ts spirit lives in a free, 
prosperous and happy city . 

DAS EISERNE BUFFELCHEN 
(The Little Iro11 Buffalo). Alex 
Wedding. Verlag Neues Lebm 
(New Life P11blishi11g House) 
Berlin, 19J2· Reviewed by A.W. 

A LE X Wedding is the pen-name of 
Mt s. Weiskopf, who, together with 

her husbJnd, lived in Ch ina fo r 18 
months and has collected much of the 
mater ial for her book from personal 
experiences: visits to children's homes 
ill r-' eking :ike the orie r!escr :b-:-d in this 
book, and talks with c~ildrer and their 
teC"tchers, so that the stcry is based on 
ac tual events. 

l t:e bock is dedica ted ·· t J the Ger· 
man brothers and sisters of Chinese 
yuulh, especially to those who wear 
the blue shirt of the FDJ (Free Ger­
man Youth) and the Thalr..,nnn Pionee" 
kerthie f It is dedicated to the young 
German patriots, who learn, work and 
figh t for a ur i led Germany, a Ger ­
m<. ny of peaceful construction." 

The hero of the book, the 11-year­
old orphan Tie -niu, " Iron Buffalo" is 
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a promising peasant lad, sent by his 
village to Peking to attend school. 
1 his is Peking shortly after liberation, 
and Tie-niu, naive and trusting, f alls 
into the clutches of a beggar band 
run by vicious Kuomintang agents. 
We see the Peking of those days 
through the eyes of Tie -niu and his 
ccmpanions, and then the changes 01 

cit~ and people. 
When the people's government starts 

to break up the heggar bands, he and 
his companions are brought to .1 

school, and the book descri bes very 
vividly their suspicions, t heir prob lems. 
their relapses and finally their happ, 
t ransformation into healthy, happy 
ch ildren who only then start their reJ 
life. 

G OOD po ints: Lively and in terest 
ing, a good story with the f.avor 

of reality. Important for young read ­
ers, especially in Germany. 

N rJT -SO-GOOD point : Too much 
trar.~lation of na"1es has been done 

in the past by writers of "C hin~ 1 

stories" who make the reader, and the 
young reader especially, fret tha c t '1c 
Chin~(jC are so strnnqc and mirtint v1i1 !·1 

SLiCh funny nun:es as- in tl,is boo~ ~ 

A lint Si Ive r t::iowt and l;innam~n f:su ij 
difference in milieu and local 

cclor can well be portraY,ed, and have 
been in th is book, without taking 
refuge in these outdated mean>. 

THAT'S WHY I WENT by 
Monica Felton, published by 
Lawre11ce & Wishart, London, 
19JJ· Price 6/ 6. Revieu1ed by 
s.c. 

TH IS is t he story of Mrs. Felton's 
trip to North Korea in the 

spring of 1951 as a British delegate 
with the group se11t,. by the Women's 
International Democrati c Federation t o 

invest igate f'forth Korean charges of 
atrocities. 

It is moreover the re~ort of a 
change in atti tude of a sensitive and 
spirited woman who ins isted on seei ng 
for herself before taking anything for 
granted. 

What she did see in her 10 da)s 
visit to North Korea led her to make 
outspoken speeches on her return to 
England denouncing the terrible deeds 
beirig committed again st. the Ko rean 
people . 

The result: she was discharged f rom 
her position as head of a town plann ing 

---._corpora•.ion in Londo•1, but she con ­
tinued lo tell the British people the 
gltaslly facts about the Korean war. 
She h?s been honored with the lmer­
national Stal in Peace Prize and is 
known and admired by peace work ­
ers throughout the world. 

Writing in an intimate and very 
readable way, Mrs. Felton portrays 
the personalities of the other women 
ircluded in the group, which repre­
sented most diverse views and varied 
backgrounds. 

Before the ~ • women set foot 
in Korea, there were hea ted argu ­
ments among them about what and 
how they should report th ings. After 
they had seen t he ruined ci t ies, 
talked with hundreds of Korean 
people, watched lhe incessant bomb­
ing> of th e already ruirred homes, 
they had no dtff iculty in agt eeing 011 

their joint report, which has since 
been circulated and m<:dc known to 
millions cf others throu~houl the 
wcrld . 

It took __ courage for these women, 
many in comfortable surroundings, to 
moke the trip to war-torn Korea; it 
teak more courage to face the grir f 
and heartbreaking sights in that land; 
but the fin2I test came in telling th~ 

people of the West what their corn1-
trymen are do ing to a hrave and 
hero ic people. 

Mrs. Felton is franlc abcut her own· 
views. She wanted to be objective 
from start to finish- to learn the 
truth. She tried to Sit?press her 
emotions, but emotions came seethi ng 
forth when she saw with her own eye9 
the lrag~ di es in Korea. It was this 
sigot, tl·i; new l·nowledge, that has 
mode her the out-spoken peace fighter 
she is t oday. 

And with her excellent book, it is 
pos s•ble lo put this knowledge int.o t he 
hands of many thousands in the West 
\':ho st i'I have questions about the 
Y.orean W<i·. It is a book that r.1ust 
be circulated widely . 

Chinese Youth Enjoys a Happy 
Life. 78 pp. A.ll-Chi11a Federa­
tion of Democt'a tic Youth, Peking. 

N EW China has opened unlimited 
- opportun it ies to the nation's 

youth, and the yo•Jth are enth11~i~stica l ­

ly responding I n tJlli... factories the~ are 
promoting the en1!!1rlion campaigns to 
increase production; on the farms they 
are experimenl ing with scientific 
111ethods and urging collective labor to 
increase their outpu t; and in the univer­
sities sons and daughters of workers 
and peasants are gaining the most 
advanced t echnical knowledge to Ill! 
the urgent demand in all branches of 
science for trained pe.,onnel. 

Their enthusiasm is contagious, for 
one cannot see them in their group 
dances and singing, their sports 
activities, or watch their pride in their 
country 's ach ievements without realizing 
also what a great future lies ahead of 
th~m . And this timely ~ooklet leaves 
that irnprrssion too. ll!l'~trated with 
cxttllenl nhotograpos, it will reach a 
grateful aud ience among the youth of 
all lands. In the colonial countries 
it points toward the ir own future; and 
in the capital ist countries it shows the 
peaceful pursuits and high ideals of 
new China's youth . 
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Report to Readers 
WE have received a number of inquiries from readers 

abroad about living conditions of foreigners in Cnma. 
Some have been accompanied by clippings from various 
Western newspapers and magazines describing how foreign­
ers unluc~y enough to have been "caught" in China by th e 
revolution now live virtually in fear of their lives, confined to 
their houses, impoverished to the verge of starvation, and 
so on and so on. 

Well, how do foreigners fare in the new China? By 
and large they fare pretty well. But before having a closer 
look at the daily doings of this community, let's first sel! 
just who these foreigners are and why they are here. 

In the "old days" wh en China was a semi-colony, lifo 
for the foreign ers, most of whom are businessmen, was a 
really soft touch. They were the owners, the managers. 
the directors, in short, the bosses. There were no hewers 
of wood or drawers of water among them-such jobs being· 
reserved for the Chinese. 

And how did they Jive? It is only necessary to wal;._ 
around the residential districts to find out. One big real 
estate and stock market operator called his house, with no 
exaggeration, Marble Palace. Set in close to a square block 
of landscaped garden, it has a ballroom large enough to 
accommodate 600 persons. Another foreign taipan, a 
bachelor, Jived in a 30-room house, keeping a full stnb!P 
and 19 dogs for company. One successf American lawyer 
erected a close replica of Mount Vernon. Shanghai ha~ 
hundreds of such residences where the foreign community 's 
leading men of "affairs" lived in state. 

What has happened to these foreign businessmen since 
liberation? The first thing that hap pened was that they 
lost their old privileges and immunities. Thus, for the first 
time s ince Western merchants arrived in China more than 
a century ago, foreign bus inessmen have been forced to 
compete on a basis of equality with Chinese businessmen. 

In addition there has been a general clean-up all along 
the line. Organization of companies, issuance of stocks and 
bonds now require something more than the promoter's 
verbal assurances and a nicely printed prospectus. 

The new officialdom cannot be bribed. Smuggling, 1' 
racketeeri ng, steali ng and other forms of gangsterism on 
the wharfs is a thing of the past. A tariff system designed I 
to foster the development of internal industry has been estab­
lished. Import of unnecessary luxury goods and all sorts 
of harmful and fraudulent articles is now banned. Foreign I 
exchange is controlled and Shanghai is no lon ger an inter-
national blackmarket center for fo 1·eign currenc ies and gold I 
bullion. 

Such developments, while beneficial to business as a 
wh?le, were received with di smay by the foreign comm unity, 
which had profited in large measure precisely because of 
the chaos _and corruption prevai ling in cities such as Shang­
hai . Hundreds of fly-by-night entrepreneurs were wiped 
out by the clean-up, while even the big, Jong-established 
firms, although professing to welcome the new law and 
order, actually viewed each concrete ste p in this direc tion 
as "unwarranted interference" with private business. 

However, it has been America's "cold war" which has 
taken the biggest toll in the fore ign community. With 
trade between China and the United States at a s tandstill, 
and trade with Wes tern Europe at a trickle, an increa · 
number of businessmen have been forced to liquidate and 
go home. Nevertheless, Shanghai (and Tientsin) sti ll has 
a foreign merchant ctfrirnrnnity of a few hundred. 

And how do these foreign businessmen live? Do . they 
sit cowering in their hou ses with the "secret police" peering 
in at the window, as the Western press would have us be­
lieve? Hardly. They go to th eir offices as usual, eat and 
drink as much as eve r, play golf, throw parties on Saturday 
nights and go to church on Sundays. They live in well­
appointed apartments 0 1· hou ses and maintain domestic 
staffs (somethihg few of them could afford at home) to do 
the cooking and cleaning. Those who have cars drive them 
as usual. Despite its decreased numbers, Shanghai's foreign 
business community manages to keep up its golf course and 
a couple of private social clubs. Practically every last 
member, we would venture, enjoys a considerably higher 
standanl pf living here than he would at home. 

How, then, to explain the stories of poverty- stricken, 
terrorized foreign bus inessmen carried by the W estcrn press? 
Like most of other "sensational" stories about China-the 
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Report to Readers 
floods, famines, riots-they are made up of whole cloth, 
some with benefit of rumor, some without even that. 

But what of th e occasional '·expose" g iven by a de­
parting businessman when· he meets the press upon h is re­
turn home? For the businessman, Ch ina is no longer t~e 
same old happy hunting ground , and who cou ld expect hun 
to be happy about that? .. 

Before liberation Standard, Texas and Shell 011 com-
11 panies, operating on the basis of a price-fixing a~reement, 
I charged all the traffic would bear. Today Chma buy~ 
I petroleum products from t~e Soviet Umon at rcasonablP 
I prices and is rapidl y increasmg her ow n 011 output. 
1 In the past China spent millions of dollai·s yearly buy-
1 ing cotton from Anderson Clayton and other. big cotton 

I 
dealers-often being fo rced to pay scandalous prices. Today 
she is raisin" a lmost enough cotton for her own needs and 
imports much Jess than before. Previously China bought 
thousands of tons 0f rice , wheat and othe r cereals from. the 

I United States a lone, often pay ing above world mark~t pnces. 

I After libera tion agricultural production rose so r apidly t~al 

\ 

within a couple of years she was self-sufficient in all maJor 

cereals. 
In the past Ch ina was one of the main dumping-groundi' 

for American and Western European manufactured _goods 
and a chief source for cheap raw materials. Today, this has 
all changed. China still wanls to buy legitimate commod-

11 ities at fair price.-; , but she declines to re~u.rn to her old 
semi-colonial, backward, impoverished comht10~. I H owever, the Western governm?nts, particul~rly the 

I American ever sensitive to the feelrngs of the big entre-
1 preneurs 'will be fully satisfied with nothing short of a turn-
! ing back' of the clock. The press campaign against new Ch.ma 
j
1 

is j-ust one prong of the overall attack, fed afresh fr~m tim.e 
to time by an "eyewitness" repor t from a departmg. ex-

1 merchant prince whose longing for the "good old days'.' blinds 
I h im to every concrete achievement of the new Chm~ and 

\ 

makes him a ready transmitter (and frequent embell isher) 
of any a nd all rumors, no matter how far-fetched. 

S
EVERAL readers have also written in ask_ing .,,,·hat people 

do in their spare t ime. Some have said they get the 
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impression (from the R eview ) that· the Chinese people are 
so busy buildi ng dams, leveling mountains and in general 
re-making t)1eir com:itr y that they have no time for r elaxation 
or entertainment. 

If we've created such an impression , it's been uninten­
tional. The fact of the matter is that the Chinese manage 
Lo squeeze in about as much after-work relaxation as is 
humanly possible. Shani:diai, for example, has 49 theaters 
devoted Lo opera an<l stage producti ons operating 365 days 
a year-a record few, if any . other citi es of comparable size 
in the world can match. 

Peking opera and Shaosh ing opera are the most popular 
forms of Chinese opera but others such as Shanghai opera, 

~also draw good crowds. Peking opera fans have had an 
unusual opportunity during the past two months to see two 
of the country's outstanding performers, Mei Lan-fan and 
Ch'.:ng Yen-chiu. both of whom are now playing in Shanghai . 

Many theaters give both afternoon and eveni ng perform: 
ances of Shaoshing 011era, and daily attendance is estimated 
at 100,000 ! A unique fe ature of this opera is that all roles 
are played by women. 

Movies are also well attended, with many theaters han -
ing out the "house fu ll " ~ign day after day. Chinese mo 
make up the bulk of the films shown, but there is also a 
steady supp ly of Soviet and Eastern European films, all 
of the latter being d~1bed into Chin e~e. 

Radio, which was never really de\·eloped in the past, 
has become a big thing in new China . All major cities 
have one or more . stations, while several interesting ex­
periments in regional and national hook-ups, spec ial radio 
nights, and so on have been conducted. 

The years s ince liberation have also seen a growing in­
terest in the cultures of the country's minority peoples. Art 
troupes from the different minority areas tou r th~ cou ntry 
regularly-as do visiting groups of artists from the Soviet 
Union and t he people 's democracies . 

Mode rn ball room danci ng has become so mething of a 
rage in recent years. Labor unions, government offices and 
other organizations ha,-e reg ular Saturday night dances in 
the uni on halls. Larger cities, uch as Shanghai, also have 
ball rooms and supper clubs with nightly dancing. 

On the "heavier" side, there are a never-e nding series 
of exh ibitions which gi\·e facts and figures on the different 
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Report to Readers . . . . Soviet Union i~ responsible for everything that's wrong with 
the world today. 

aspects of China today. These inclu~e exhibitioi;is . on Glancing through the first few pages our eye fell on 
agriculture, commerce, various types of industry, pamtmg, the following passage: "In Russian Asia, also, Moscow 
handicrafts, and historical themes. has consolidated her hold . . and there is some evidence 

Shanghai's new 1,000,000-volume library and the new of her penetration in Inner Mongc!ia (9) ." Pleased to note 
museum also draw large crowds, while the city's parks- the evidence of such scholarly things as footnotes, which 
recently augmented by a new one in the heart of the city we presumed indicated the author's intention of documenting 
(on ground which was formerly the foreigners' ·exclusive all "factual" statements, we looked down at the bottom of 

I race course)-have been spruced up and are filled to the page for footnote "9." It rea<l as follows : "Notes on 

lll capacity with grown-ups and children on sunny days. authorities quoted in this section will be found on page 9." 
The parks are also centers for athletic events which We turned to page 9 where there were a few footnotes 

have become a part of almost ·everyone's life recently. All i·eferring to various international treaties and such and, at 
I have va rying amounts of athletic equipl'nent, whi le some the bottom, footnote 9, instructing us a~ follow s: "See I have ball grounds and one, Hong·kew Park, houses a new 'Russians in China,' page 53." We ha stily turned to page 
I stadium seating 30,000 people. On weekends every piece of 53 where we found some comments on Sino-Soviet economic 

1 
equipment and every fi eld is in use as labor union teams agreements and related matters but nothing about _Inner 

I battle student teams or army or navy units take on teams Mongolia. However, at the bottom of the page was a -new 

I i 

I 

I from different government offices. footnote giving a new set of directions: "Notes on author-
' Far from having no time for recreational and cultural ities quoted ih this section will be found on page 57." I 
1 relaxati on, the people of new China devote an enormous 1 

I amount of time to such activities, which, of course, reflects Alas, page 57 had more footnotes about China's eco omic I 
1 

vassalage to the Soviet Union, but sti ll nothing about nner 1 

II 

their r ising standard of iving. 

1

•

11 

Mongolia. However, at the bottom of the page was a foot-

S
INCE we gave him a "credit line" a few month s back, note to the footnot~,. declaring, (as you may have guessed) 

d "Notes on authorities quoted in t his section will be found on 
our an onymous reader in Hongkong who s:n s us page 58 ... 

clippings has been bu sier than ever. Our suggestion that 
I he had offi cial conn ections apparently hit close to ho.me as Having come this far we decided we might as well stick I 

I 
he immed iately sat down and wrote us a reply, ?ffermg by it out. On page 58 we again read various footnotes about I 
way of "explanation" a story about ho the l!mte~ Sta~es how the Russians have walked off with Dairen, pumped out I 

I 

Information Se rvice gave him their "extra" a1rma1! copies all of Rumania's oil, and so. on, but still no Inner Mongolia. I 
of the N ew Yurk Times (one copy via airmail to Hongkong Unfortunately, there was no footnote to the footnotes at 
costs several hundred US dollars per yea r) because he was the bottom of this page, but just as we were begi~ning ~o 

I such a "good customer" of the American library. suspect that our quest had reached a dead end, we spotted I 
l Since then he apparently has become an even better a lone footnote on the top of page 59. 

1

1 

1 
customer as he has been sending us occasional copies of the A quick glance and we saw that our sea rch had been 

1 official FYI ( For Your Information) bulletin.s of the Amer- rewarded. Here at Jong last was· the evidence of how the 

l 
ican Consulate. While his selection has nOt improved mu~h, Soviet Union · had "penetrated" Inner Mongolia! The I 
he still manages-no doubt inadvertently-to include an m- evidence was so overwhelming, so doubtless the product of 
teresting item now and then . careful and profound scholarship that we quote it in its I 

\ 

One such item recently received was a small booklet entiret) · 
entitled "Points at I ssue," which purports to prove why the 
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"The New China News Agency reported on 16th June, 
1950, that the ·e had been s igns of an increase in production 
since the use of new farm tools , bought from the Soviet 
Union. On 30th April the agency said that a 'film group' 
had been sent to Kweisui and Paotcji to 'promote propaganda 
and education on Chinese-Soviet friendship.'" 

Such diabolical cunning the world has probably never 
before witnessed. Think of it. Selling the Mongolians new­
fangled farming tools when everybody knows the old wooden 
plows are so much better. And then to top it off, the 
people's government recklessly sends a niobile movie team 
to visit Inner Mongolian cities to show , among other things,' 

Soviet films. 

• 
WHILE il is never exactly pleasant to put out the last 

I 

issue of a magazine, especiaJly when you've been closely 
associated with it for any length of time, there are (in 
our case, at least) certain compensations . We are especially 
glad that we managed to stay around long enough to see 
the Chinese people put an end to the old state of disorder 
and start bui lding a new life for themselves. It has been 
one of the great periods of history and we feel particularly 
fortunate to have been able to witness _it at such close t·ange. 

We wi sh to express our thanks and appreciation to all 
those who have helped us in various ways. Our Chinese and 
foreign contributo rs without whose help we co never have 
put past issues together. After all , it's the contributors 
who reaJly write the ·magazine. P articular mention must 
also be made of our readers, whose support has enabled 
us to keep going as long as we have. Many readers abroad 
have "put up" with an awful Jot during the last year or 
two, regularly renewing their subscriptions even though they 
sometimes missed more issues• than they r eceived. 

A number of readers have asked what our plans are. 
We shall be returning to our own country, but we shall 
always remember these year s in China, the Jong struggle of 
the Chinese people for a better life and their ultimate success. 
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General 
Hidden History of the Korean War (book review) 
Stalling the Peace Talks (editorial) 
Korean Students . .. K. J. Wei . 
New Korean Peace Offer (editorial) 
That's Why r Went Cbook reviewl . 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Solving the Kashmir Oispute 
To Japanese Seier.lists ... Joan Hinton 
Two Leaves and a Bud Cbook review} 
The Mongolian People's Republic 
Cf ash of Empires ... Robert Wes(9ate 
Situation in Viet- Nam 
The Press at Work Ceditoriall 
American Shadow Over India (book review} 
Vi.sit to Free Viet-Nam ... Joseph Starobin • 

. January 
January 
February 
March 
April 
June 

. July 

January 
February 
February 
June 

• July 

January 
January 
February 
March 
May 
May 
June 

: June 
• July 

74 
34 
39 

35 
83 

7 
8b 

268 

273 
10 
58 
32 
63 
7l 
78 

32b 
qz 

20 
28 

178 
306 

72 
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&& 

10& 
119 
152 

9 
124 

42 
&4 

21& 
289 

14 
8& 
12 
89 
20 
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FOR Detailed Information of the Struggle of 
India's Millions for Bread and Freedom 

READ 
Progressive Newsweekly 

Subscriptions and single copies 
available at Guodzi Shudian. 
38 Soochow Hutung, Peking 

t------------~---------------------------
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j 7.{C Banta! j 

i (We HafJe a Wa~!) j 
I I 
I by Rewi Alley I 
I I l . . . -.- a book written out of the author's l 
I ~5 years' experience in China as factory in- I 

'
' spector in Shanghai, organizer of wartime I 
1 industrial cooperatives, and head of famed 1 
' Sandan Bailie School. 1 I 193 pp. illustrate<l, US$1.00 I 
I I 
I I 
I Collet's Subscription Department I 
l . 45 Museum Street ! 
I London, W.C.1 t __________________ . _______ ___J 




