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LETTERS 
From the People 
Comments f rom readers on current 

topics are cordially invited: their 
opin ions, however, do not necessarily 
rep resent t he vieW21 of the China 
Mon thl11 Review . 

British Crimes 
To the Editor: 

I was horrified by the pictures of 
headhunting by British t roops in 
Malaya, which appeared in a recent 
issue of the Review. 

Li ke their American bosses who are 
bringi ng disaster to the North Koreans 
the British are today intensifying thei~ 
reign of terror in Malaya. But British 
imperia lism will never achieve success 
in suppressing the liberation movement 
of t he Malayan people, because .the 
people of Malaya, inspired by the 
victories of the Chinese people, have 
awakened. British brutalities wi ll 
on ly further stee l the Malayan people 
in t hei r li fe and death struggle for 
freedom. 

As sympathizers of the Malayan 

people, we demand that the British 
put an immediate end to their horrible 
crimes in Malaya. 

YAO TING-HSIN 
East China Aviation Academy 
~1anking 

:;ino-Soviet Month 
To the Editor : 

translated t he following letter 
from my local newspaper: 

Lo-chiangkou, a town on the border of 
Szechuen and Shensi provinces, is an old 
base of the Chinese Communist Party; 
in 1933 the Red Army under the 
leadership of General Hsu Cha-chien, 
defeated the reactionaries and occupied 
the town twice . Peasaots carried out 
land reform. When the Red Army 
men marched north mor~ than 400 
farmers from here joined them. 

I arrived in town on market day. 
The day before there had been a 
meet ing to celebrate the 35lh anniver­
sary of the October Revolut ion. While 
I was passing through thE crowds of 
people, I saw many memorial emblems 
of Chairman Mao and emblems of 
Sino-Soviet friendship on people's 
breasts. They thought these emblems 
the symbols of glory. These badges 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

were given to them by 
the government when a 
delegation of goodwill 
was sent to this rev­
olutionary base by 
Chairman Mao in Octo­
ber 1951. 
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The organization of 
the Sino-Soviet Friend­
ship Association here 
was set up ahead of 
other towns in this 
district, not long after 
land re form last Sep­
tember. After an ex-

hibition of pic tures and movies, hal ! 
the population of this town joined 
the organization. Recently 2,000 more 
applied to join. 

As soon as th~ activities of t he 
month began in the town, the people 
became younger and l i v~ l ier . Posters 
Jnd slogans v.ere put hEre and there 
on the walls. Tea houses were used 

i--------
1 Father of 

The following letter was sent to 
me by the father of an American 
POW who lives in a small town in 
Minnesota. It seems to me he is 
speaking for a great many parents 
of boys in Korea who are doi ng 
what they can to bring an end to 
the war. 

Dear Mrs. Chang and family-
We were so happy to rece ive 

your letter and lo hear that the 
Chinese people are now living a 
better life. I often think of a 
book I had read, " Red Star Over 
China," by Edgar Snow in which 
he men tioned the " little red dev­
ils," the future liberators of 
China. What truly wonderful boys. 
We have a long way to go before 
we progress as far as the people 
over there. 

I work at a paper mill here and 
at the mi II we have 
among us workers; 
majority are opposed 
in Korea. 

many debates 
by far the 
lo the war 

Our family all worked for 
Hallinan dur ing election. He spoke 
in Duluth which is just 20 miles 
from here; my eldest son had a 
nice talk with him after his speech. 
Last summer we had petitions out 
for the exchange of all prisoners 
and an end to the Korean war. We 

as publicity stations. Every kind of 
musical instrument was used, and over 
40 blackboards on which were written 
many articles on the Soviet Union. 
In every corner of the town there were 
microphones and publicity agents. 

One e·tening I visi ted a broadcast 
group. On a hill the broadcaster, 
hold ing the " Szechuen Peasant's News" · 

a POW 
mailed our petitions to " Rockhead" 
Truman. When our son James was 
reported missing in action, I spoke 
to my wife and told her that I 
hoped he was a prisoner, and that 
I knew he would be treated well, 
and from his very few letters my 
wife is reassured that he is far I 
better off a pt isoner. I do not i 
know if my letters to him are 
getting there--as I express my 
mind about the war and things in I 
general, they are doubtless cen­
sored. James is just 22 years old. I 
He joined the army during peace 
lime and I thought it would be 

good for him as he was inclined ii 
to be a little wild . His ideas 
since becoming a prisoner have 
certainly changed, for which we 
are very happy. 

The F.B.1. has been very active 
here in America and done me the 
honor to come to our small city 
and investigate me. But I cannot 
remain silent; I know it was done 
to silence me, but I have little to 
lose and much to gain. 

Our only hope is that the war 
in Korea wi ll soon end. and with 
it the dreadful suffering of the 
Korean people. Best regards from 
all of us to all of yours. 

A. L. A. 
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in one hand and a microphone in 
another, began his wo r<. I followe d 
the direction of the voice from 
a distan t loudspeaker. Very soon 
I reached a house beside the road . 
An o!d woman was playing with a baby 
in her arms; the kitchen was ready for 
the fire. Farmer W,; Yen -chiang, 
sitting on a bench, was smoking and 
waiting for supper. Judging from his 
appearance, he had just 1·eturned from 
the field . A young relative of a Red 
Army martyr, a member of the Sino­
Soviet Friendship Association, he was, 
like the other farmers round about, 
enjoying the broadcast. 

The man who organind the village 
branch of the As~ociati~n told of the 
desire of the people t ~ learn: One 
night some farmers heard there was 
to be a newsreel of the visit to the 
Soviet Union of the Chinese Peasants' 
Delegation. They went to the city at 
once, walking the many miles both 
ways, so that when they reached 
home it was already dawn. 

I thought the most vivid activity of 
t he month was the memorial held by 
the relatives of 'Red Army men, and 
martyrs' relatives. I met many heroes 
there. 

Si no-Soviet friendship is rooted in 

the people's hearts, and forms the 
foundalion of peace . 

LIU H5UN-SHEN G 
Chengtu, Szechuen 

Harbin Prison 
To the Editor: 

Last week I got a letter from my 
friend, who told me of a model prison 
in Harbin. This pr ison, a hell in pre­
liberation days, has become a factory 
and a school under the people's gov­
ernment. 

environment, which must be improved, 
and pr isoners must be taught the 
honor and necessity of labor produc­
t ion before they will learn some trade 
and work for their living . Under such 
principles, the Harbin prison has 
changed completely, and undertaken a 
new mi ssion. 

r~~~,-7~~~~,~~~"'~~~!~.:.~~~a!~~,.,,~. l I L1 

of various nationalities. To satisfy the land -hungry peasants' demand, 

In the past, crim inals were regarded 
as psychologically abnormal and the 
prsJn as a place to pun ish them. 
They made the prison li fe so hard a 
pris1Jri: r sentenced to fi ve years wou ld 
die before h;s term was up. 

Now the people's court deems the 
cause of crime lies in the social 

There are bristle, printing, iron, 
carpentry, and weaving workshops in 
the Harbin pri son. Prisoners with 
technical knowledge and skill teach 
those whn have none. Every prisoner 
works eight hours a da/. Under this 
system, the prisoner not only acquire. 
the " lab~' habit" and " production 
techn ique," but also becomes self­
supporting. In fact, the income from 
the articles manufactured by the 
prisoners has been more t han enough 
to maintain them. 

A prisoner usual ly takes a bath once 
a week, and has his hair cut fortn ight-

land reform has been completed in a few areas populated by a mixture of i...-11 .... -----,------------------------------
Minchia, Nashi and Han people. The whole process was carr ied out by the i 
peasants themselves and in conformity with their own wishes. Thereafter one-half ounces of salt, now brings l& ounces. New products, including I 
living conditions began to improve. For instance, Li-ren, who had been the medicines, have been developed. I 
farm-hand of a landlord for 13 years, now rece ived enough arable land for Schools, including primary schools for minority youngsters and spare-time 
his own use, a house, a cow, clothing, and 'fl,000,000. The landlords as a literacy classes for the peasants, have been increased in number, and nine t 

· class no longer exist and the crooks and rascals have been rounded up. The hosr.itals were restored and/or established. Hundreds of health workers have I 
peasants are now cultivating the ir own land. been trained to serve in the reg ion's remote countryside. Working teams and l! 

At the foot of snow-capped mountains, the Li-sh iu tribe lived cnie fly on mobile anti-epidemic corps travel far and wide carrying supplies and free J 
sweet potatoes and buckwheat before liberation, and each year suffered at medical care to national minorities living far up in the mountains. 
least four months of hunger. Last year, they were taught to plant wheat, After the earthquake late last year, new homes in the slightly affected 
which turned out to be a bumper crop, created a new record of the finest areas have been all but restored and those in the severely damaged areas are I 
harvest in the area' s history, and overcame the annual summer famine which be ing rehab ilitated. " Every th ing goes swiftly under the present government," t 
had always existed in the past. sai d a peasan t in Likiang. 

In areas inhabited by the Tibetans and Sifan tribe, about 6,700 mou of Recalling a disastrous hai l during Kuomintang days, he went on to relate, 
wasteland were reclaimed last year with seeds supplied by the people's govern- " .. . after a weary month's wait, there came at last, in a sedan chair, an 
ment. As the farmers master modern agricultural technique, the annual yield official from the provincial capital. During his two-day stay in the village 
of grain is expected to increase by 10 to so percent th is year. we were forced to kill three chickens, and a duck, and present him with a 

The bed of a highway leading from Likiang to Tali was laid 13 years bund le of bo iled opium . Before returning to his Yamen, he grabb~d , in ?dd i-
ago; not until after liberation was the highway completed, and within thret l ion, 70 silver coins for ' travel ing expenses' · 
months. Now trucks carry native products for sale throughout the province. Today things have taken a decided turn for the better and the minority 
Today everyone can easily buy salt, a most precious commodity in Ch iang Kai- peop les of Lik iang be lieve they are going to see more improve,;,ents in the future. 
shek's ti ir.~ . 

A sheng of grain which could formerly be exchanged for only two and 

-----·---------------------·-----ti-------------·---------- ---C-h~an•~·~=--J Kunming 
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ly. Clothes are washed often, and 
sometimes steri l ized . · A clinic was set 
up for treat ing minor illnesses, and 
serious cases are sent to the municipal 
hospital. Under the Kuomintang, the 
death rate was as much as 18 percent, 
but no death has been reported here 
since Harbin came under the rule of 
the people's government. 

Prisoners attend regular cultural, 
educational and newspaper-reading 
classes and group discussion meetings 
in the prison. Every effort is made 
to educate them to the point where 
they themselves will realize what a 
crime is, t o enable them to lead a new 
life after being released . 

Prisoners are eager to learn, and it 
is not unusual to see some break down 
and cry at the regular meetings where 
they discuss their past lives and what 
they have done in the old society, A 
pri soner may be released before he has 
served his sentence if he makes prog ­
ress rapidly during ilnprisonment. 

I. T. FANG 
Kaifeng, Honan 

Reader in Puerto Rico 
To the Editor: 

Three copies of the China Monthly 
Review have just this minute ar­
rived. Each one is full of interesting 
reading. I don' t like to skip any of 
it. The Reviews give such a full 
picture. Of course I shall give them 
as wide a circulation as I can . 

I must tell' you how enthusiastic 
I am about all I read about your 
China. Particularly I mean what I 
have just read of " Thought Reform." 
. . . Another article in the magazine 
that fill s me with admiration and 
amazement is Dr. Abbas' " Discoveri ng 
China." In fact, everything I read 
about China thrill s me. Just to read 
about it is exciti ng- how much more 
exc iting to be living in it! 

M.C.S. 
Puerto Rico. 

.-------------------------------------------, : : 
I BOUND VOLUMES ! 
l
11 

Bound volumes of the China Monthly f 
Review-January to December I9J2-are now 

I available at ¥80,000 delivered within China 

I

I and US$J.JO for abroad per volume. Each 
f volume is indexed by subject. 
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-The Month in Review 
e "Unleashing Chiang" 11 I 

e Women in China 

EISENHOWER'S January State 
"Unleashing of the Union message, contain­

ing in it the policy of ccntinuing 
Chiang" f f f the US occupation of Taiwan and 

encouragement and help to the 
Ku om intang to harass continental China, is a harbinger 
of further Washington adventures in the Far East. 

The president's cancelling of Truman's June 1950 
order, dispatching the Seventh Fleet to "prevent" raids 
by the Kuomintang on the mainland, has resulted in 
much loose talk about "unleashing Chiang" to "invade 
the mainland" on the part of self-appointed military 
experts and irresponsible officials. 

To any rational person who has seen the disintegra­
tion of the Kuomintang army of several million the"'" 
idea that the remaining few hundred thousand troops 
of doubtful fighting ability and loyalty, and led by an 
officer clique with nothing more to its credit than a 
string of successive defeats, can do anything to a natioJ;l 
of half a billion people which has thrown off decades 
of reaction and foreign invasion smacks of the ludicrous. 
And when one recalls the performance of n:ew China's 
Volunteers in Korea,, one begins to wonder if there is 
any limit to Washington's blunders. 

US policy-makers apparently live in a world of their 
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here upside-down logic is the order of the day. 
~~:s ~or the past two years Chiang's ~orces, sent reel­
. t of China and propped up on Taiwan b~ the US, 
1ng OU . " t d f 
were, the world is supposed to believe, preven e rom 
attacking the mainland" by the presence. of t~e Seventh 
Fleet in the Straits of Taiwan. But .Chiang is i:o more 
capable of invading China than he is of repayrng the 
billions of US dollars Truman and company poured down 
the drain trying to hold his gov:rnment together. 
Threats of using the Kuomintang frighten exactly no­
body in China today. 

That the new administration suffers from the same 
confusion and contradictions as did its p.redec:ssor was 
clearly illusfrated by the fact that while . ~1senhower 
was "unleashing Chiang" his own top m1htary man, 
Omar Bradley, chairman of the J<?int Chiefs-o~-Staff, 
moaned that the KMT "far from berng r eady ~o mvade 
the Chinese mainland .. . were apparently mcapable 
of protecting" Taiwan. 

Carrying the farce a step further, the K~T mou~h­
piece on Taiwan, the China Daily, rush~d rnto prmt 
appealing to Washington to orrler 1:IS air a~d naval 
forces to continue patrolling the Straits of Taiwan and 
adjacent waters. 

The Chinese people have a word for Chiang Kai­
shek-running dog. Webster's New International 
Dictionary defines unleash as "to release, as dogs." 
Thus American editors' use of the word "unleash" is 
parti~ularly apt in the case of Chiang, who Washington 
has kept kenneled in Taiwan for the past few years. 

BEHIND all the doubl.e~talk of '_'unleas.hing ,?hiang 
Kai-shek'-e forces agamst the Chrna marnland world 

8 

opmwn senses that the Eisenhower administration is 
bent on quickening that pace toward war which char­
acterized the Truman government. This accounts for 
the wave of dismay on the part of US "allies" in the 
West which greeted Eisenhower's State of the Union 
message. 

Typical was British press reaction : The Daily 
Herald noted that the "cause of the TJnited Nations all 
over the Far East will be injured if it now appears that 
the discredited Chiang Kai-shek is to be resurrected as 
a valued ally." 

The Times in London editorially stated: "Chiang 
Kai-shek's men are regarded in China as a reac­
tionary emigre force, and the story of all successive 
revolutions shows that nothing welds a people more 
closely round the revolutionary leaders tqan the threat 
of emigre intervention with the support of other 
powers." 

Nobody in China wants war. The people here are 
busy building a new country; they are hard at work 
turning the old China into a modern industrializ~ 
nation. However, as has been proven during the past 
two and a half years in Korea, they are determined to 
defend their newly won life and at the same time con­
tinue to advance and grow stronger on the domestic 
front. 

Even the enemies of new China have been forced 
to admit that the country is united as it has never been 
before. Should the Eisenhower government actually 
try to send Chiang against the mainland not only would 
such an action be smashed but Washington's "peanut" 
once and for all would be buried in the garbage heap 
history has waiting for him. 
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Women 
in China 

poR centuries in old China, women 
were considered inferior beings. 

Living in a semi-feudal agrarian 
society, women had to accept ar-
ranged marriages ; they could be sold 

as virtual slaves or forced to become prostitutes and 
concubines. Widows were forbidden to remarry. 
Economically, women in China were the greatest victims 
in a society characterized by almost unbelievable ex­
ploitation of the vast majority. 

In May 1950, the government passed a marriage law• 
which set forth in detail women's new status in society. 
The law provided for freedom of choice in marriage and 
the right to divorce. Since then Chinese women have 
made rapid progress in shedding their feudal bonds. 
Thi s is especially true in their economic status. Land 
reform, affecting nearly 90 percent of the population, 
has given peasant wom en their own land. In industry, 
government and the professions, women today are hold­
ing down jobs never dreamed of only a fev; years ago. 

It was one thing, however, to lay the foundation 
for uprooting the evils of the past and another to com­
plete the job. The customs of centuries could not be 
f:>Wept away overnight. The changing of women's 
status, which has been so Jong ingrained in the very 
1nores of old China, is in essence an ideological struggle 
between the past and present. 

Tradition dies hard, and thus many women at first 
dared not have a show-down with husbands and in­
laws over past or present grievances. Lacking work-

*see "The Marriage Law in Action" by Shirley Ra y Wood on page 58 
of this issue. 

IO 

ing skills and training, many feared they could not fend 
for themselves if they left home. 

The result was that in the nearly two years since 
the passing of the marriage law, despite a general 
overall improvement in the position of women, its opera­
tion has been somewhat uneven . Generally speaking, 
old ways and attitudes have been more difficult to over­
crme in the countryside. For example, in some cases, 
women have been prevented from joining mutual-aid 
teams on the farm by the men who exaggerate the 
point of their weak labor-power; and in some instances 
where women are members they have not received equal 
pay for equal work with men. Again, in carrying out 
the marriage law some government personnel have 
failed to rid themselves of their own antiquated ideas 
about women and consequently their work has been far 
from satisfactory. 

BEGINNING in March a national movement was 
launched to root out the remaining vestiges of feudal 

thinking regarding marriage and women in general. This 
campaign is a clear example of new China in action. 
Aimed at concentrating public attention on this point 
and hastening the complete emancipation of the nation's 
women, the decision to carry out the movement was 
reached after a nation-wide summing-up of experiences 
in applying the law. Preliminary work got under way 
in February, and publicizing the principles of the 
marriage law in every city -and village is a chief feature 
of the campaign. 

These principles pave the way for a system based 
on "free choice of partners, on monogamy, on equal 
rights for both sexes, and on the protection of the 
legitimate interests of women and children." 
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Among the targets of the movement are the almost 
subconscious thought patterns handed down by the 
old society to both men and women, which are stum­
bling blocks along the path to realizing complete equal­
ity between the sexes. It marks another step forward 
in getting rid of such antediluvian ideas, for instance, 
as that women are by nature destined to be household 
drudges or that they are not entitled to own property 
and thus cannot inherit a dece,ased husband's estate. 

Nobody in China denies that the'<iuestion of real 
equality for women is a big problem. However, just as 
in the case of other major social anachronisms inherited 
from old China, about which previous Chinese govern­
ments never lifted a finger, it is being tackled-and a 
thorough solution is in sight. The present drive points 
to the fast approaching day when the system based on 
the supposed superiority of men over women is entirely 
ended. In its place there will be complete equality for 
both sexes and complete fredom to choose one's mar­
riage partner. 

12 
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Woodcut portraying a nursery in the Old Liberated 

Area capital, Yenan by Chen Shu-liang. 

An American Engineer's Report: 

Industrialization Begins 

THE idea of a Chinese en-
gineer leaning out of a 

locomotive window might 
surprise many Westerners, so 
deeply ingrained is our concept 
oi China as a bamboo-and­
rice.growing, rickshaw-pulling 
nation. All the more sur­
prising would be the sight of 
Chinese steel mill workers 
handl ing red-hot railway rails, 
or a Chinese girl crane opera­
tor s itting high overhead, 
lowering the · boiler of a new 
locomotive onto its chassis. 

Yet the new Chungking­
Chengtu railway was supplied 
wi th rai ls from Chungking 
steel 111 ills and even the loco­
motives were built in China. 

Although China is not yet 
an industrialized nation, the 
wide-spread conception that 
the Chinese 'People are unable 
to master industrial skills 
is quite erroneous. China's 

Walter Illsley 

failure to develop modern in­
dustry was due to social and 
political conditions, not to 
technical inaptitud~. 

Chinese workers amply 
<lemonst1·ated their skill and 
ingenuity long before the pres­
ent drive toward industriali­
zation. The ancient salt wells 
of Szechuen, drilled 1,000 feet 
deep with bamboo-not steel 
--cable. can command the re­
spect of any Texas oil driller. 

The common cast-iron cook­
ing pots, up to four feet in dia­
meter and a foot deep but less 
than one-eighth of an inch 
thick would present a chal­
lenge to Western foundrymen 
asked to pour them wi~ 
blowholes or flaws. 

Similarly, the task of setti ng 
up the warp of an intricate 
loom on which the fabulous 
im'Perial silk brocades of com­
plex design were automatically 

WALTER ILLSLEY, a frequent contributor to the Review, is a 
young American engineer who worked in China for the past 
few years. In this article Mr. Ulsley describes some of the factorie. 
and machine tool plants he visited while touring the country with the 
US delegation to the Asian and ,Pacific Regions Peace Conference 
late last year.-Editor, 
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woven would baffle any but 
the top expert.s of our textile 
industry. And experience has 
show'n that modern industrial 
chemists have difficulty re­
producing the exquisite glazes 
of early Chinese porcelain. 

In a newer field, the best 
Cadillac service man would be 
hard put to it if faced with a 
cylinder broken through to the 
water jacket and asked to 
build a furnace, melt hi s own 
iron, pour new cylinder s leeves 
and pistons and then machine 
them to a precision fit on a 
hand-powered lathe with tools 
he had to make himself, even 
to lathe bits, files, drills, taps 
and calipers-and no micro­
meter. 

Yet many a truck repair 
shop in China did a ll this and 
more, through the years of 
struggle for survival against 
the Japanese. Old gasoline 
drnms lined with fire clay 
were standard garage equ ip­
ment for melting iron, with 
charcoal or coke as fuel. T'hree 
or four percent of aluminum 
salvaged from a wrecked plane 
was usually added oo improve 
the quality of the castings, 
and old truck and plane skele­
tons were picked over for the 
hits of a lloy steel which were 
forged, retemipered and made 
into files, drills and cutting 
tf,oJs. -

An out-of-the-way repair 
shop would rebuild batteries, 
rewind generators, babbit 
bearings, hand-file an out-of-
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round crankshaft journal true 
to one-thousandth of an inch 
or even cast and machine ~ 
new carburetor. 

TODAY, thousands of these 
technicians who had to 

improvise almost everything 
they needed during the war 
years arc working in large 
shops with excellent eq uip­
ment, som€ imported from the 
l'.SSR and Eastern Europe, a 
little from the US and Britain, 
and no small part from 
China's own rapidly expand­
ing machine tool industry. 

It goes without saying that 
these workers are now apply­
ing their resourcefulness on a 
much more advanced and pro­
ductive basis. 

Their new equipment, though 
sti ll inadequate in quantity, is 
impressive for its range and 
quality. In one plant we 
vi sited, where shapers and 
heavy and light lathes are be­
ing mass-produced, we saw 
four shops (machine, forge 
a'1d heat-treat, foundry, as­
sembly), each about 100 by 
600 feet, and equipped wit.h 
overhead traveling cranes. 

Many of the machine tools 
in these shops were enormous 
Soviet models, planers with 
multiple cutting tools ma­
chining six 6-foot lathe beds 
at once, vertical milling ma­
chi•ies with more than a 12-
foot horizontal travel, 12-foot 
radial drills, horizontal boring 
mills with about a 10-foot 

mandrel length and six-foot 
vertical range. And on the 
railway siding was still more 
equipment in crates. 

The present number of 
veteran technicians and skilled 
workers is far from sufficient 
to meet the growing demandg 
of the country. Training pro­
grams are under way, there­
fore, for engineers, scientists 
and skilled workers of all 
kinds. 

In contrast to the scholar 
tradition of old China, ed uca-

Lion is now intensely practical. 
In two engineering schools 
visited, one in Peking and one 
in Tientsin, we saw row upon 
row of men and women 
students working at lathes, 
shapers, milling machines, 
lay-out benches, and making 
moulds in foundry shops, a s 
well as studying in classrooms 
and libraries. 

Equipment in !Jhe materials­
testing laboratories was ex­
cellent, almost all newly­
installed, and expensive. It 

The huge construction projects in new China have 
given a boo~ to the expanding cement industry. Pic­
ture below Shows one of the new cement kilns. 

* 

* 



Many small shops which formerly engaged . in 
speculation have now convert~d i.nto sma~ factories, 
like the one pictured above, which 1s a weaving factory. 

included 60,000"'IJOund com­
pression and tension testing 
units from Germar.y, Swiss 
torsion testing machines and 
American fatigue, impact and 
hardness machines. 

ENGINEERING colleges take 
practical training several 

steps further through close 
cooperation with the stat~­
operated factories. _The u?1-
versities ask these mdustnes 
for production problems on 
which they can give assistance. 
In their second yeat-, all 
students spend up to two 
months as ordinary workers 
in their special fields; at the 
end of the year they work as 
foremen's assistants and at 
the end of their third year as 
engineers' assistants. In the 
half year before graduation 
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they do special work on some 
industrial problem, and after 
graduation they keep contact 
with their university, for con­
sultatio~ on special problems. 

The specialization possible 
under the new system of 
training is an advantage, as 
it permits the freshman to 
choose his course of study 
within narrow limits. As he 
is assured of employment in 
his chosen field upon gradua­
tion, he is not compelled, as 
are students in the West, to 
get as broad a training as 
possible in order to increase 
his chances of getting a job. 

With as yet a comparatively 
small numiber of machine tool 
plants and technicians, China 
today is nevertheless produc­
ing a considerable quantity of 

t 
highly specialized industrial 
equipment. We saw the looms 
and spindles in modern textile 
mills, the new machinery in 
large paper mills, modern 
printing presses and auto­
matic stocking knitting ma­
chines, all made in China. 

Seeing all this, we became 
more than ever aware of the 
futility of the US blockade of 
China. The industrialization 
of China cannot be stopped, 
since the country possesses all 
the essential requirements : 
manpower, raw materials, 
initial mac·hine tool industry. 
'The US does not own or con-

trol the world supply of in­
dustrial equipment, a nd thus 
cannot prevent China obtain­
ing it, as evidenced by the 
excellent machinery we saw 
from the USSR and Eastern 
Europe. 

Another important factor 
operating for the success of 
industrialization is the terrific 
determination on the part of 
ordinary people to bring it 
about. The people see in indus­
try their entire future, and, 
as with the Huai River pro­
ject, they know how to 

accompli~h tremendous tasks 
through the organized effort 
of hundreds of thousands. 

None of the jobs being car­
ried out is as spectacular as 
the Huai ·project, where one 
can see 60,000 at work; but 
the aggregate accomplishment 
of the groups of two, 10 or 
100 in industry all over the 
co;mtry is perhaps greater. 

The 10 men working in a 
Shanghai welding shop on 
high-pressure steam vessels 
for the manufacture of med­
icines; the sheet metal work­
ers laboriously hammering 
and shaping chemical equip­
ment out of copper sheeting; 
the two mechanics who spend 
a whole day with a hand saw 
cutting off an eight-inch bar 
of steel needed to m:ike a new 
punch press-such people all 
over China are working 
steadi ly and confidently to 
supply the machinery and 
equipment for tihe new indua.._ 
tries they are determined.-to 
have. 

They will s ucceed, blockade 
or no blockade, and sooner 
than anyone might have be­
lieved possible. 

DREDGING INLAND WATERWAYS 

THE Chung Hua Dockyard in Shanghai has made the 
first China-made chain-bucket type ·dredger. Built 

for work on the Huai River flood -..0ntrol project, the 
dredger is 68 feet Jon,; and 17 feet wide; six feet in 
depth and operates on a draught of four feet. The boat 
was built to pass under a bridge 12 feet high, thus 
enabling it to reach not easily accessible wnterways. 
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pROM THE "ROOF OF THE WORLD"-----

LETTER FROM LHASA 
•~--------------P. Y. WANG 

BEFORE coming to Lhasa _I had two ~ain impressions. of this 
far-off place in new China. According to much which had 

been WTitten before the Chinese People's Liberation Army CPLA] 
entered Tibet, Lhasa, capital of this so-called "land of mystery," 
had a climate so changeable that one could experience four 
seasons within 24 hours. The second impression glt!&.ned from 
my readings was based on Hsinhua News Agency reports which 
noted that the PLA had joined in construction work with the 
Tibetans to make this ancient capital more beautiful. 

After my arrival on April 28, 1952, I learned that my 
first impression was far from correct, the second impression was 
a fact and in addition, after a stay of five months, I have learned 
a little more about this city which became the provincial capital 
under King Srong-tsan-gampo in the 7th Century A.D. The 
marriage of this king to a Chinese princess was the begi nning 
of a long and close relationship between China and Tibet. 

The beauty of Lhasa struck me on the r!ay I arrived, after 
a journey of more than four months by moto1· truck, <:onkey and 
foot. The weather that day was delightful-the sun shone 
pleasantly, the sky was a clear blue and there was no wind at 
all. The golden crown of the famous Potala (Palace of the 
Gods), which is built on a rocky ridge ancl towers 1,_000 feet 
above the plain below, glistened in the afternoon sunlight. 

Upon my arriv·al I set about taking a look at the streets of 
the city. The buildings were generally two or three-storied ones 
and there was much activity in the way of drains being dug and 

P. Y. WANG, a long-time Review contributor, has recently re­
turned from a five-month visit to Lhasa, capital city of Tibet. In 
this article Mr. W'ang describes present conditions in Lhasa and not':5 
some of the new changes which are today beginning to make theit 
appearance in this ancient land. 
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decades-long accumulations of rubbish being removed. I was 
immediately struck by the :fact that none of the shops and stores 
had any signboard~ I soon learned that there was no need, for 
nil of them were a sort of combined department store and 
restaurant. 

The streets of Lhasa were full of people, and Tibetan gov­
ernment officials were coming and going on horseb~k and 
garbed in a variety of spectacular styles of dress. PLA men 
were to be seen shopping and in the company of Tibetan friends 
with whom they were able to engage in col!versation, Lamas 
were everywhere, clutching a rosary or small prayer-book in 
one hand, mumbling something unintelligible to my non-Tibetan 
ear. 

Food was abundant, and when I turned on to e. street to the 
ea~t. I saw a wide variety of green vegetables, cabbages, onions, 
turnips, chilis, potatoes and others on sale at the many stalls. 
On my first visit a f1;end accompanied me and suggested buying 
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The famous Sela Monastery, one of the best known 
in Tibet. Lying about three miles outside Lhasa, it has 
7,000 monks. 

some beef as we neared the meat stalls. I prefer pork but 
according to the local custom only the whole hog is sold, as a rule, 
and so I settled for beef. The young Tibetan woman behind the 
counter smiled and pointed to the different cuts of beef, r epeating 
the phrase "yamo re" which means "very good.'' Knife in hand, 
she asked how much worth of beef we wanted. · I saw nothing 
resembling a scale and wondered out loud how she expected to 
make her sale. My friend simply told her to cut off a doliar's 
worth. After the woman did this my friend insisted on a little 
more for his dollar. She complied with his request but when he 
again suggested a bit more she refused, giggling, "My hand is 
unable to cheat you." 

I was most impressed with the manner and good-nature of 
this woman behind the stall and felt that my friend was being 
somewhat greedy. However, he is a straightforward fellow and 
he replied in a somewhat disappointed tone as we walked on, "She 
means well and I'm sure she's honest but I doubt if her judgment 
is as reliable as a scale. ThEt Tibetans still don't have a weight 
or measurement system and the custom is for the seller to give 
a little m!)re if the customer asks for it.'' 

As soon as we turned away from the beef stall we f:O und 
ourselves surrounded by a group of children, all shouting 
"Chairman Mao!" "Chairman Mao!" by way of greeting us. 
They refused to leave, skipping alongside and jumping up and · 

down dem?nding the badge of Mao Tse-tung which my friend 
wore on his chest. Shouting in Tibetan, "Mendu, mendu ... " 
(none'. none. · . . ), he had great difficulty not tripping over 
the children swarming ~round him. When he got ready to give 
the badg~ away he re~hzed th~t he could satisfy only one of the 
n:an:.0:

1 
children cla~onn~ for 1t. Bewildered as to how to solve 

his d1 .emma, my friend Just waved the badge ever the many out­
stretched arms. 

By this time a number of shoppers in the market were 
attracted by the scene and stood around watching. All of a 
sudden, a taller boy elbowed his way through the ~rowd, jumped 
u~ and ~;atc~e~ the badge out of my friend's hand. The boy, 
" 10

1 
cou no ave been more than 12 or 13, raced off several 

yan .s . to an o'.d woman who embraced him and joined him in 
adm1nng th e likeness of Chairman Mao on the badge. 

Scenes like this were co mmon occurences on the streets of 
Lhasa, my friend told me as we walked off. 

MA.Y 24'. 1952, marked the first annive1·sary of the peaceful 
. hberat10n of Tibet. I attended the big mass meeting held 
~. a larg~ compound .and was immediately impressed by the 
.11betan army band which played such familiar songs as "Union 
is Strength,'' "The Sun is Red in the East," an.d others. I sat 
near a group of Tibetan troops and watched them spirited! 
applaud every speaker on the platform. y 

It was a warm day and the sun beat down on the meeting. 

The Tachao Monarury which is located in Lhasa 
proper. 



During every interval some of the Tibetan soldiers would leave 
their seats to fetch water from somewhere nearby, carrying it 
in the hollow of their felt hats. Tihey knew ,that we wtre looking 
at this procedure with great curiosity and when they drank they 
would peer over the upraised hats .and grin a little at us. 

Wben a representative of the Panchen Lama spoke many of 
the Tibetans no.ddrd their heads in approval, and while I could 
not understand too well, there must have been some humorous 
touches for from time to time the men would break out into loud 
laughter. As a whole, the audience appeared deeply interested 
in what was ~eing said. The Panchen's representative's speech 
was quite long but nobody seemed to grow restless. I think his 
references to the behavior of the PLA in Tibet are particularly 
worthy of mention: 

"All of us here still can recall the situation when the Bri tish 
troops were in Lhasa as well as other parts of Tibet. What did 
they do here in Lhasa? Many of us saw with our own eyes­
there was looting, rape and killing. Contrast thi s with the 
People's Liberation Army. 

"They have been with us for some time now and we have 

Big celebration meeting on May 24, 1952, marking 
the first anniversary of Tibet's return to China. 

Another view of the May 24th 
meeting, showing a portion of 
the audience and spealcen' plat­
fonn in back&r<>und. 

been able to observe them. Have 
they committed even one act of 
violence? The answer is Nol 
The PLA are real brothers and 
they are the a1·med forces of the 
whole nation. Each man repre­
sents the interests of every 
single nationality in China, in­
cluding the Tibetans. 

"Furthermore, not only have 
these sold iers not destroyed .'.«J•L-. 
anything, they have joi ned in and helped us in our famling, they 
ha:ve worked in the fields with many of ·us and they have built 
roads. Their actions are just the opposite from those of the 
foreign troops who have been here in the past. And that is why 
even our smallest child has no fear of any soldier now." 

From all that I saw and heard during my five months in 
Lhasa I am convinced that the Tibetans, from the peasant to the 
lama, agree with the words of the Panchett's reprtsentative. 
This feeling the people have for the PLA is nothing new. I 
say "new" because the PLA men are such a far cry from the 
soldiers these people had become accustomed to during the l~ 
years of invasion and subjugation:. Yet thP.re is no doubt that 
the people had their qualms at first about how the PLA would 
behave, After all, they thought, "a soldier is a soldier." 

However, today the PLA here is known not only as an army of 
good fighters but also as an army of good producers. Even when 
the PLA began its production drive many Tibetans were of the 
opinion that it was not a soldier's job to carry out the work of 
a farmer or a pioneer. 

It was in the winter of 1951 that the PLA launched its big 
production drive. Since that time 12,000 mou (2,000 acres) of 
wasteland in the vicinity of Lhasa and Teching, a small district 
ab~ut 20 miles east of the capital, have been successfully re­
~a1m~ . Because of the lack of implements in t.he past, the 
inhabitants around Lhasa had been CDnvinced that it was im-
possible to reclaim this land. 

2J 
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Tibetan farmers, accustcmed to rather primitive agricultural 
methods, have watched the PLA farm and have learned from 
these soldiers turned planter. Last spring, before planting the 
newly. reclaimed land around Lhasa, the troops carri£d in over 
1,000,000 pounds of fertilizer. They improved and increased the 
efficiency of the plough used by the Tibetans and introduced 8 
shift system in ploughing which kept work going steadily, 
Nearly 15 miles of irrigation canal were dug to catch water from 
the nearby Lhasa River. And thousands of willow trees have 
been planted along the canal. 

Although the land here is mainly suited for Tibet's most 
popular grain 0\?P, barley, the PLA also -experimented and plan. 
ted vegetables such as turnips, pumpkim, cabbages, tomatoes and 
potatoes, all of which have been grown successfully. T.he PLA 
in Lhasa today obtains its vegetables entirely from land which 
it cultivates. An experiment was made with soya beans, but the 
result was not known by the time I left Lhasa last October. 

Formerly, the only fruit to be found in the Lhasa market 
was a rather inferior type of peach. PLA men have sueceeded 
in growing good grapes and apples, and also the famous Hami 
melon from Sinkiang province can be grown around Lhasa. 

This Tibetan farmer's field lies more than 13,000 
feet (2 Y2 miles) above sea leveL His draft animals are 
yaks, a branch of the bison family whiCh are found 
only in Tibet. 

The story of a 48 year-old Lhasa earpenter is one of present­
day Tibet. A carpenter for nearly 33 years, Nachiaowang-chieh 
is the head of a household of seven, and with the exception of 
the two youngest children all are working. Before May 24, 1951 
-liberation day in Tibet-Nachiaowangchieh's plight was that 
of a typical working man . Lucky to have a job, his meager 
wages were hardly enough to maintain a low standard of living. 

Work has become plentiful and in Nachiaowangchieh's own 
words, "Since liberation we need not worry any longer about 
sufficient food and clothes ." The family now can afford the thick 
yak butter tea which all Tibetans like so much. Meat and vege­
tables no longer are a rarity. At the same time, the two 
youngsters are able to attend the new primary school in Lhasa. 

Last year, Nachiaowangchieh bought a number of new tools 
as well as things for the house. As Chinese New Year ap­
proached in February this year, the family made preparations 
for a real celebration. Tibetans are great hat-wearers, and new 
hats were purchased; as well as six pairs of new shoes. For the 
children, Nachiaowangchieh's wife bought some cloth to be made 
into new su its. 

A FEW years ago modern medical facilities were unknown in 
Tibet. How·ever, since the peaceful liberation of this one- . 

time "remote" area one of the chief attractions in ancient Lhasa 
has been the government's medical service for the people. For 
example, the polyclinic set up in January 1952 by the PLA was 
the first of its kind in the capital. Last September, Tibet's first 
modern hospital was opened in Lhasa. At the time, some 1,200 
Tibetans were given free smallpox vacci nat ions, and the hospita • 
sent out two vaccination teams to cover the area outside of Lhasa. 

Even before the People's Hospital was opened in Septem­
ber free medical treatment was being given to the public 
by PLA doctors. The feeling of Tibetans for these doctors is well 
known in this city. 

A few weeks before I left I visiterl the hospital and talked 
to some of the doctors there. It seems that many of ihe patients 
refu se to leave the hospital after recovering. They offer to go to 
work in the hospital. While passing the out-going patient desk 
I overheard a conversation between a doctor and a young woman. 

The doctor was telling the patient that she was perfectly 
all rig-ht and could go home. The your.g woman, howe-yer, was 
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refusing to take his advice. She kept telling him that since she 
had been cured here she wanted to stay in the hospital. It 
wasn't that she did not believe him, the young woman told the 
doctor. "No, doctor," she insisted, "I'm sure I'm all rigJ:it but I 
·.vant to stav here and go to work." The doctor had a hard time 
convincing this grateful patient of the fad that cured patients 
generally return home. 

I left Lhasa in October, shortly after the big celebration of 
National Day on the first. On the national holiday the city was 
a scene of much gaiety and color.. A big parade was held in the 
center of the city and great crowds were everywhere. Many 
people watched from housetops, through binoculars. I came 
across a large group of school children on th eir way back lfrom 
a big mass meeting. They were all singing- i:.ongs in their own 
language, songs of the old and the new Tibet. In spite of the 
difference in language, the 'ha 1·moniou s melodies sung by these 
youngsters gave me a feeling of close kin~hip with them. 

The Lhasa power plant had been deliberately damaged by a 
ga ng of saboteurs which included a White Russ ian, a German and 
an Austrian who all took to their heels and crossed the border into 
India shortly before the PLA entered Lhasa. Because of the 
shortage of materials as well as diffi r ulties in transportation 
(for people who have never traveled across the "roof of the 
world" it is not easy to imag ine how much t he word "difficulty" 

A decorates his wall with the bi-lingual 
live the great unity of the peoples of 

Ceremony in Changtu, Sikang 
province, marking the amval of 
"Chairman Mao's Yaks." 

Implies ) repair work on the 
aged power plant was a 
business. 

On the night of October 
the city 1'eceived a pleasant 
surpri~ when the lights on the 
main streets came on for the first 
time. 

talked to a few Tibetan 

merchan ts and they all felt that the government trading 
company and the new People's Bank wt<re definite aids in doing 
business. One merchant told me that the setting up of tele­
graphic communications with provinces outside of Tibet would 
be of much help. 

A few days after the October 1 celebration I left Lhasa on 
my jouxney back to Peking. I arrived in Changtu in Sikang 
province just in time for the opening of the new highway between 
this city and Kangtse. Sikang province, which borders on Tibet, 
has a large Tibetan population and the completion of this motor 
highway was a great event for the many Tibetans there. 

At the opening ceremony there were more than 400 truck 
moving into the city one after the other to the cheers of crow~ 
extending for one mile along the new road. From time im­
memori.al the chief means of transportati vn in this area has been 
the yak, an animal on whi.ch the nomads and herdsmen depend 
for their living. Thus, when. the first truck carrying a large 
picture of Chairman ' Mao Tse-tung appro:iched the festooned gate 
to Changtu a great shout went up from the spectators : "Chair­
man Mao's 'yak' has arrived at las t." Everybody laughed 
heartily. 

Later, I attended a meeti ng to honor labor heroes on the 
new road. "We pledge to extend the highway to Lhasa at the 
earliest pos~ ible time," said one sturdy road builder. I am sure 
that it will not be very long before the motor road will reach to 
Lhasa. Tibet is no longer separated from the rest 'Jf China. 
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An example for others·-----------

:·now CHINA SOLVED 

HER FOOD PROBLEM 

----------Dr. ]agdishchandra Jain 

IN a few short years Chi.na 
has turned from a maJor 

food importer to an exporter. 
From 1721, when 22,500 tons 
of rice were imported from 
Siam for more than two cen­
turie~ large quantities of rice 
had to come in from abroad. 
By 1932, rice was first on the 
list of the country's imports. 

In the past, though China 
was rich in rice, famine an<l 
food shortages took millions 
of lives. "Experts" claimed 
that the large population was 
responsible for the nation 's 
food plight. However, by 
19nl, less than two years 
after the establishment of the 
new government in Peking, 
China not only was self-suffi­
cient in rice, hut also had an 
exportable surplus. More than 

DR. JAGDISHCHANDRA 
JAIN, an Indian profeaor, has 
been teaching Indian languages 
at the National Peking Univer· 
aity for ~e past year. 
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half a million tons of rice, 
corn and sorghum were ex­
ported to India. Since that 
time, grain, including rice, 
haa been exported to Ceylon 
as well. 

What the "experts" never 
mentioned was that China al­
ways raised much · more food 
than the amount which reach­
ed the general public. In the 
past, transportation was a~­
ways a big problem. In addi­
tion there were different vest­
ed interests which had grown 
fat on the chronic maldistri­
bution of food. For example, 
hoarders and speculators, 
working with Kuomintang offi­
cialdom, made steady killings 
in scarcity areas such as 
Shanghai and other cities by 
withholding grain from the 
market so as to drive the 
price up. . 

In areas of surplus, pro­
fiteering merchants, landlords 
and officials tried to prevent 
heavy purchases at harvest 
time so that the new crop 
would glut the market, thus 

driving prices down to rock 
bottom. At this" point they 
would buy up and hoard all 
available supplies to wait for 
a rising market. 

Although the exact amount 
is not known, it is a fact that 
even in years of serious 
famine during Chiang Kai .. 
shek's rule, rice an<l other 
grain rotted in private and 
government sto rehou ses. 

THE manner in which China 
has turned from a heavy 

rice-importer to an exporter 
is an important lesson for 
other foo d-short countries in 
Asia. It was not done through 
foreign "aid" or "projects." 
Basica lly, it was acco mplished 
by the people themselves, led 
by their government. 

Before the war against the 
Japanese, the average yield 
of rice was about 2.25 tons 
per hectare (about 2 ¥.. acres), 
but in 1951 peasants in some 

parts of China had already in­
creased production up to 7.5 
tons. It should be noted that 
mechanized farming was not 
used except in a very few in­
stances, but the peasants or­
ganized their labor power 
effectively and fo)lowed sim­
ple scientific instructions is­
sued by the government 
throughout the rural areas. 

What are the reasons for 
such a great increase in rice 
production in China? 

First and foremost is the 
introduction of land reform 
throughout the country. This 
was a revolutionary step to­
ward solving China's long­
:;landing agrarian problem. 
Formerly. the avP.rage peas­
ant either had no land of his 
own or else saw as much as 
70 percent of his crop go to 
the landlord. As a r esult of 
land reform he obtained his 
own land, gained release from 
former economic and physic:l 

Peasants in the coastal province of Shantung reap 
a bumper har\'est. 
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oppression and could look for­
ward to a completely new life, 
For the peasant, conditions 
have completely changed. For 
the first time he has a govern­
ment encouraging him to pro­
duce more; there is only one 
tax and instead of having to 
borrow at usurious rates the 
government offers him exceed­
ingly low-interest loans to im­
prove his cultivation; and 
after centuries of illiteracy 
and ignorance he and his 
wife and children are able to 

· attend schools. 
Mutual-aid teams, by which 

several families work collec­
tively for more efficient pro­
ductfon, have been organized 
all over Ch ina. For example, 
last year, in Shansi province 

alone, there were 330,000 
teams ·which helped increase 
that provin.ce's grain outpul 
Nation-wide emulation cam­
paigns have also greatly 
effected production. In Hun11n 
province, known as China's 
Rice Bow~ more than 200,000 
peasants joined in a drive an 
1952 to reach a target of 8.26 
tons of rice per hectare. Some 
model peasants pledged to set 
a 1:ecord of 12 tons. Produc­
tion heroes are selected every 
year at village, county, prov­
ince and national level. 

The government's numerous 
irrigation projects have con­
stituted a great aid to cultiva­
tion. Total acreage for culti­
vation by the end of last May, 
for example, had increased by 

The first shipment of Chinese rice for Ceylon heing 
loaded at Shanghai. 

10 000,000 hectares over that 
of' J 9fi 1. l n addition, peas~~ts 
are now using more fert1hz­
ers employing improved farm­
ing techniques, selecting bet­
ter seeds, buying better toolf. 
and taki•ng effective steps 
again~t pests, droughts and 
floods. 

Besides having easy creclit 
facilities, the peasants of new 
China have cooperatives to 
supply their needs, and ma1·­
kets where they can dispose 
of their produce at a guaran­
teed price. Government agron­
omists give them «cientifk 
advice on crops and farming 
methocls. 

Last year witnessed a mark­
ed increase in the production 
of rice and other grain in 
China. This was e~peclally so 
in Central -South China, which 
experienced la nd reform later 
than areas to the north. In 
pursuan ~e of the aim of 
strengthening friendship be­
tween China and India , 100,-
000 tons of 1·ice were export­
er! to India last year. Thi s 
gesture of friend ship has been 
most appreciated in view of 
the need for rice in the 
famine-stricken areas. 

According to Hongkong 
quotations, the price of white 
25-30 percent broken first 
quality Siamese rice is 
llS$192.50 per metric ton, 
while the white 25-27 percent 
broken rice supplied by China 
is Sl20 a metric ton. fn other 
words, the Chinese rice is Pot 

Govern1nent 
spectinr. sugar 
Kwangtung. 

agronon1ists 
cane fields 

in~ 

m 

011ly of better quality but is 
cheaper than the Siamese rice 
available in the market. In 
addition, pa:,nnent last year 
was partly accep~d in Indian 
currency without any o~ 
stipulation. The agreement 
was signed on May 20 , 1952, 
and delivery made in June. 

The attitude of US dea lers 
in rice to India seems to be 
quite different and their 
actions lead one to suspect 
that they view famine as an 
excellent opportunity for pro­
fit-making. In. 1951, at the 
time of impending grain ship-
111 ents from the US, a mem­
ber of the House of Repre­
sentatives did nothing to dis­
pell this notion when he pub­
licly noted that India had 
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large uranium deposits and 
urged that in exchange for 
American grain the US should 
obtain some of these re­
sources. Last year, the Indian 
government had to admit that 
20 percent of US wheat im­
ported had been found to be 
"dead, thin and uneven grains, 
besides a fairly large quantity 
o.f dust and dirt admixture." 
This confession was made in 
the Council of States in New 
Delhi on November 25, 1952, 
by Deputy Food Minister 
Krishnappa in reply to a ques­
tion by a Council member. 

On the other hand, rice 
from Chin a is not only rea­
sonably priced but no attempt 
is made to take advantage of 
India's great need by making 
its sale contingent upon econ­
omic, political or military 

concessions. Prime Minister 
Nehru has rightly called this 
"a very generous gesture" on 
t.he' part of China. 

· Standards of living in both 
town and country are going 
up in China. Under these cir. 
cumstances the majority of 
the people, who prefer rice, 
are now able to eat rice and 
not the coarser grains so many 
of them had to depend on for. 
merly. Yet, new China stands 
ready to export rice; she is 
ready to export more and 
more as produdion constantly 
rises. We hope this "gen­
erous gesture" will strengthen 
the bonds of friendship be­
tween our country and China 
so that both nations may 
come in closer contact to en­
courage and develop real 
trade. 

Bigger Grain Crops 
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pROM north to south, China's grain production continues 
to rise. Fukien, on the southeast coast, which was a 

grain importing area before liberation, has become a 
grain surplus province. Last year's output was nearly 
five percent above the highest pre-war level. Production 
of grain is expected to go up 10 percent in 1953 over last 
year. 

Far to the north , in the province of Sungkiang, a tar­
get of nearly 4,000,000 tons of grain, or at least five per­
eent over last year, has been set for 1953. At the same 
time, with the · use of new harvest methods, it is reported 
that a maximum target of 4,100,000 tons is possible. 

Rehabilitating a mountain district 

AID FOR THE PEOPLE 

A DOCTOR in China today 
is not paid in gold - his 

material wealth might seem 
almost non-existant to a high­
priced career-doctor in the 
Western world. By such 
standards, our li fe here is 
rugged-yet I am sure that 
we get far more satisfaction 
from our work and our lives 
than do most Western doctors. 
We doctors who now have the 
privilege of caring for patients 
who iiave been suffering for 
years from neglected ailments 
and illnesses know of the 
great changes taking place in 
the w~rld, and are proud to 
take our place in the forw'ard 
march of humanity. 

I had just drained an 
abscess, and the patient re­
marked musingly, "Under 
Kuomintang rule, I went to 

Or. H. C. HUANG, a Review 
contributor for the past four 
years, has recently returned to 
Fukien province after serving 
with the Chinese Volunteers in 
Korea for the past year and a 
half. 

H. C. Huang 

the town hospital, but they 
drove me out because I was 
dressed like a pauper. Times 
have thanged !" 

On another occasion, an old 
woman with bronchial asthma 
remarked with some emotion, 
"Never did a doctor come to 
our village until you were 
sent. Now I can expect to 
get some medical treatment." 

Such remarks were frequent 
among members of this Fukien 
provi nce village who had come 
daily with t heir ailments, some 
of which were of 10 to 15 
years' duration. The patient 
had reason for gratification-: 
since the establishment of the 
new government, even in the 
most difficult fiscal year, funds 
were constantly allotted, every 
two or three months, to the 
people of this old Liberated 
Area for their relie f'. · 

Chon An, a town near the 
Kiangsi province border, has 
a long history· of struggle, 
going back to the very start 
of the Chinese Revolution in 
the ' twenties. During the 
period of ruthless encircle­
ment, the Anti-Japanese War 
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and the war of liberation, some 
of the villages in this area 
were totally wiped out-­
houses, people, livestock, every­
thing-so that there was no­
thing left but rubble and 
skeleton walls. The villages 
that survived the holocaust 
were so badly damaged that 
for more than 10 years the 
population remained practical­
ly the same, even with the 
great influx of immigrants 
from other provinces. 

Some people sought refuge 
in remote parts of the province 
tn escape Chiang Kai-sh·ck's 
reign of terror, some had gone 
to take an active part in the 
guerrilla warfare against the 
hated Kuomintang (KMT), 

some had been brutally killed 
and many died prematurely 
during the years of the bitter 
struggle, while others were 
pressganged into the KMT 
army. The women suffered 
an especially cruel persecution, 
being forcibly carried off by 
army officers, or sold to 
brothels . Even little children 
did not escape the wrnth of 
Chiang's soldiers - they van. 
i~hed like· vapor into the air; 
no one knows their fate , they 
never r eturned. 

At first glance, the village 
where I stayed seemed fairly 
intact. But one afternoon 1 
climbe<l a near-by hill, and 
discovered that at least one. 
third of th e village had dis· 
appeared, kaving nothing- but 

Telling of old grievances. 

the village walls. The houses 
had been torn down by the 
EMT army for the construc­
tion of pill-boxes for use 
against the people, whom the 
¥MT always referred to as 
"bandits." As a government 
worker explained to me, 
houses were often torn down 
a~ an act of revenge against 
thl• peasants for their co­
operati on with the guerrillas . 

The Jong wished-for day had 
fi nall y arrived; a new era was 
ushered in when th e trium­
phant People's Liberation 
Army marched into Fukien. 
Tlie re lief of the people was 

. unboun<led. For years they had 
lcf,kcd fo rward to thi s day. 
Now ' the immediate prospect 
of a bc:tter life had come ; the 
future was in their own hands. 

The old Liberated Area is 
t0 be rehabilitated. Thi s is 
not merely a slogan; it is a 
reali ty. From Peking th e caiI 
was iti: ued: government work­
ers from every pa rt of the 
provin.:c, from eve ry walk of 
life -.we being mobilized to 
answer thi s call. Builders, 
constructors, engineers, bank~ 
ers, medical men pour in a 
continuous stream to the far 
corncl's of the province. 

Evc: ry d&y, along rugged 
mounta in trails and by-paths, 
blue-uniformed government 
workerd with their bedrolls on 
their backs are on the march. 
They do not ride in jeeps or 
sedan· chairs or even on horse-

back . . ~ They do not come_ to be 
entert:.ined by landlords and 
local big-shots. They do not 
come to take a look, and return 
to comfortable headquarters 
shaking hypocritical heads 
i .. nd murmuring, "Miserable, 
miserable!" "How awful, how 
awfuJ ~,, 

They come to investigate, to 
inquire into the needs of the 
inhabitants, to see what can 
be done. They come with a 
project--not castles in the air 
-for a prosperous village. 
This is their chief mission, 
to serve the people and solve 
their problems. 

The thing was new to me, 
when I was fir~ t acquainted 
wi th my mission. My destina­
tion was a village in a deep 
valley, to which one must 
travel over mountainous trails 
and paths where in places two 
men cannot walk abreast, On 
one side, mountains rise in a 
perpel'rlicular wall; on tij.&} 
other, one looks down into a 
ravine, along which small 
streams rush. Once we 
traveled more than 10 miles 
without seeing a s ingle house 
or sign cf life. 

Finally we reached the very 
summit of the mountain range; 
a dilapidated temple greeted 
our eyes. Our ·guide told us 
this desolate spot was formerly 
a favol'ite hangout for robbers. 
Our faces must have betrayed 
us, for he laughed heartily, 
and assured us that now a 
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&ingle traveler can walk there 
without fear. 

In the evening, we reached 
the village administrative head­
quarters, where two teams 

.- from the People's Bank were 
already at work. Our comrade 
in the office told us that we 
had arrived just in time: that 
night, a village meeting was 
to be held at 8 :00 o'clock. 

Would that not. be rather 
late, I asked, once more ap­
prehensive. ' I had heard that 
the mountains were infested 
with wild animals such as 
panthers and tigers. 

Once more my guide was 
nonchalant. "O:h, that's no­
thing!" he assured me with a 
smile, and added that it was 
not unusual to return at one 
in the morning. 

But how about the wild 
animals? Is it safe out at 
night? 

It seems that sometimes the 
animals do bother travelers 
at night, but a great number 
have been hunted down since 
liberation so the danger is not 
great. "Besides," added the 
guide after a pause, "this is 
our duty. We cannot call a 
meeting in the daytime when 
the farmers must work their 
fields." 

It was a busy center where 
we stayed. In that building 
which was formerly the local 
Kuomintang headquarters, 
much urgent business was dis­
cussed, decided and carried 
out. During my one-month 
stay, the People's Bank twice 
dispatched teams to investigate 

Our own army is coming! 

·how much money was needed 
to help the farmers purchase 
farming implements and cattle. 
They carried the information 
to headquarters, and returned 
with the money, This sort of 
thing never happened before 
liberation. 

The second meeting that 
took place dur'ing my stay con­
cerned rehabilitation work. 
The goyernment will make 
compePsation to those whose 
houses were destroyed by the 
KMT; for these people it will 
build houses, issue cotton-

·. padded clothes and quilts and 
buy furniture and household 
utensils. 

A list was compiled of those 
families whose sons or hus­
bands had been killed in the 
revolutionary cause; some of 
these families are to be sup­
ported by the government, 

others are to receive pensions. 
Such work required diligent 
care and attention. Every 
day, I saw government work­
ers go into the villages to col­
lect information and evidence. 

The third meeting was about 
cultivation of land, and pre­
vention of insect pests. Th~ 
whole village was mobilized to 
dig up roots. These roots, ac­
cording to scientific findings, 
can harbor a kind of insect, 
which when grown will eat its 
way out to destro:i- the grain. 
To prevent such damage, the 
government had called on the 
people to dig up the roots and 
burn them. After ~everal 
speechl!s delivered by respon­
sible govel'lnment workers and 
model workers who described 
their experiences in this work, 
a question and answer session 
was conducted. 
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'.!'he women in a neigh­
bol'ing village challenged out· 
village women to a l'oot-

unending tol'!'enli1 or questions 
The people were forcve1· asking 
why and how, happy that free 
n1cdical cat·<· was to be pro. 
v ided, thankful when their 
maladi (!s were cured. 

digging competition . A plan 
WHH clra\\'n up. in un swel' to 
t.his fri<•ndl,v <·h:dlenl!:e . 

W<• nl s o held 1neetings on 
nwdi cal affairs. Out· duties 
Wel'c niun i J'old: VUC!' i nation , 
HUnitalion movement., and 
tl'aining or midwives, no mean 
feat in a disLl'icL whet·e lhe 
villa~~~~; a1·e scall<•l'ed fal' and 
wid<• among Llw mountains 
'T'hP fal'm et·s were all out in. 
the dayt inw, oLlil!;inl!: us Lo 
work lat<• in the• C've 11i111!:. wh<•n 
\\'(' vi s i ted eVl'l'Y hcHI S('. 

Our gn•alest. diflicully was 
in org'.111 izinl!: an d training· thc 
midwives . Fot· the n111" t purl 
Ll1C'y wen· old won1<'n \\'hose 
poverty had c11111p<'il<·d the111 
lo lake up thi s joli, 1·ega rded 
b,v the villagers a s low and 
<It-grading. 

When s unnnon<·d tu alt<•nd 
the training cuut'S<', they fear ­
ed being t·eprimanded 111 · ev<'n 
punished by lhc authoril ics ; 
some sought lo esca1pc by 
P.leading- thc·ir inability to con­
t.1 n uc the work. 'J'hei 1. [;tub­
bornn '.)ss so1·ely l ried <HI 1· 
paticnc,., Lut al last, {'OtlVinced 
of our s incerity, they saw a 
way opened to them, a way Ly 
which they would not L~ 
punished, l1ul enabled to Ji ve u 
better life and hring a better 
one to thei 1· chu1xcs. 

Sanitation work was carried 
nut in every family, amidst 

I once talked with a farmer 
who inRisted that hc•fore liliei·a. 
Lion . he p1.ssesscd absolutely 
11olh1111~·-n o how;e ot· land. 
"But," he continued with 8 
~111il~, "after land l'efol'm, our 
lamtly of four has lfi 111011 
of arahle land , whi{'h yicld.i 
over :w 7ii111/s of grain t•ach 
.V<'lll' al'let· paying out· tax lo 
lltl' govet·nn~c nt. Now we also 

have rooms in a ro rnw1· lai.d­
lord 's hou s<>, and one d rnft ox 
plus chi<·k1•ns and clu cks." 

lli s chi ld 1P11 arc in th<• vil­
lag-p school, his daughter 
se<·ond in het· clas8 of' 50 
s l udcnts. A s he lnld mr all 
this fte kc.:pt g'f'inning and 
laughing- the h<•arl v la11µ:h c,f 
a vcry happy man.· 

Co111ing- back to the l'ily 
t•arly this November, I nwl a 
Jin<• of' !'arriers on a narrnw 
path. The.v l\'C're relun1 :11J.!' 
frn111 the ci!y, <·n1T,ving- Lundie~ 
ol' c·otton padded dolh<•s . When 
l'hcy saw us, tlwit· face~ brnkc 
inlP broad g-rins. 

"Winter clothes, doctor !" 
they licamed. 

I could sec that they, loo, 
were happy; I am -sure that 
noth ing will depress them any 
111ot·e, now t hat exp loitation i~ 
gone forever. 

[Afor~W;;~~; FARM 
L---------------- Hsu Chien 

HUA NG F'an Chu Staie 
!"arm. located in the east­

<'1'11 part of I lonan province, 
is one nl' China'" largest 
mcchanizcd farms south of the 
Gl'eal Wall. Covering an area 
of I0,:!88 acres, it is equipped 
with :rn tractors, .18 harves ter 
co111bint'.; and man.v different 
types of up-to-dutC' l'ar;n 
nrn<·hinery. 

Set up in the l'all of 1 !J50, 
the lluang Fan Chu (Y<·llow 
lli vcr fo'lnoded Arca) State 
!"arm achieved an average 
winlet· whrat yield of 23.!J 
bushel>< per acre, a national 
reccJt·d for a la rg-e furm. ~ 

This figure was 40 percent 
abov<· that ar·hicvcd by pras­
a nls in the nearby a1·cas and 
twice the averag-e yield per 
acrP for l he wholC' provinc<.:. 

Looking- at the record of this 
f'ust-dcvl' loping 111od1•rn farm 
it is diflicult to imagine that 
just a Jew yea1 s ago it ,,· a~ a 
veritable "nu man's land" 
uvel'grown with tall weeds. 

• The average yields in the West, 
based on 1940 figures are : US-
14.S bushels per acre, England 
and Germany-30 bushels per 
acre. 

JN J !J38, Chiang- Kai-shek's 
· Ll'OUpH brnke the dikeH of 

the Yellow River at Hua­
yuankou in Honan, in a vain 
attempt to <·urb the Japanese 
invaders. As a result. a 
vast fertile plain was flooded 
out, huge amounts of proper­
ty washed away, and hundreds 
of thou8ands of pc>Ople were 
drnwncd 01· made homeless. 

It was nine years later, in 
l!l47 when the entire area 
was liberated, that the peasant 
survivol's returned to their 
native land. The people's 
government of the old liber­
ated areas took great pains to 
give them mutet·ial r lief and 
aid in pl'Oduction. -

With the liberation of the 
whole country came more 
government aid and the Yel­
low River Flooded Arca Re­
habilitation Bureau organized 
mechanized farming brigades 
to help the peasants work their 
Jund. Thus, most of the land 
which had been flooded in 
1937' was restored to cultiva­
tion . 

Following land reform in 
1950, the peasants were anx­
ious lo improve the soil and 
to mndernize their farming 
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methods in order to raise crop 
yields on their own land. The 
Ministry of Agriculture in 
Peking established the Huang 
Fan Chu State Farm as an 
example of modem farming 
methods. 

At present, there are more 
than 1,500 workers on the 
farm. The majority are 
peasants recruited from the 
area. The technicians · and 
staff, some of whom are young­
college graduates, were ap­
pointed by the government. 

All of the farm workers re­
ceive a monthly wage. The 
size of the farm and the large 
staff a1!ow for specialization. 
Some work in the 1·epair and 
assembling workshop, the 
brick and tile kiln, the tree 
nursery and other units at­
tached to the farm. 

When the farm was first set 
up in 1950, the site was a 
vast stretch of uncultivated 
land and the workers lived in 
tents and 1·eed-thatchcd huts. 
In 1951, plain brick buildings 
were added, and by last year 
there were solidly-built dor­
mitories as well as machine 
depots and other buildings. 
Facilities for recreation and 
sports are available for the 
workers in their off-hours. 

Shortly after its establish­
ment, the fann was faced with 
the task of sowing more than 
1,345 acres tc wheat. At that 
time there were a great many 
qiffi.culties involving lack of 
eX'perience in organizing and 
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carrying ouit large-scale farm. 
ing. There also were the 
problems of adulterated seed, 
a great shortage of fertilizer 
and poor housing for workers. 
Despite all these difficulties, 
however, the farm '>Ct a na­
tional record for the output 
of wheat. 

The accomplishment of the 
state farm showed the peas. 
ants in the area the advantages 
of mechanized farming and col­
lective labor. Ho Cheng-shun, 
model peasant in Honan, who 
inspected the harvest, pointed 
out that the chief reason fo1 
the rich crop, even without 
the aid of any fertilizer at the 
tiP.1c, was deep ploughing and 
thorough harrowing by ma­
chinery, plus timely sowing. 

Many of the model farm 
workers and leaders of 
mutual-aid teams who came 
to in~pect the farm's harvest­
ing saw that in order to use 
highly productive machinery, 
the present small, individual 
farming must be discarded and 
collectivized agriculture grad· 
ua1ly acquired through mutual­
aid and cooperation. 

In the fall of 1951 the state 
farm's winter wheat acreage 
was expanded considerably. 
Despite this, the use of 
machinery enabled deep 
ploughing and thorough har­
rowing in just a week's time . . 
Moreover, scientific farming 
methods and seed sterilization 
were put into effect. That 
year 7,200 acres were plant-

ed to wheat. 

Peasants came from all over 
the province to im;pect the fine 
crop, some traveling a great 
distance to have a look. The 
visit to the H uang Fan Chu 
State Farm gave these veteran 
tillers of the soil a chance to 
view the finest wheat shoots 
they had ever seen. 

Through out the province, 
peasants have been organizing 
mutual-aid teams and ha·;e 
tri ed to follow the stale 
farm' s example in adopting 

improved techniques. Peas­
ants within the immediate 
area continuously request the 
state farm to plough their 
land with itS machinery. 

THE Huang Fan Chu State 
Farm is constantly devel­

oping. Scores of young men 
and women are being hained 
as tractor drivers and combine 
operators. To fulfill its plan 
oi turning out 500 agricul­
tural technicians, tractor driv­
ers and combine operators in 
five years, the farm continues 

Chin :i. has !'roduccd an 



111 11 1111 «1 1111 11ii i1111 v11i111 11 11 1111 11 
11111 11 f1'11111 1lt1 ill ll1Jlil111i liijl 

1111 1 11 ~ Al 111 11 IH lill ll 11111 11 , 
/l11 v 1111 t1i 11 l l1111l d 111 I i11111111µ , 

jlll l!idlllll 1 I 1111 1111d jl 111 "" I 11111 
I 11111 111111 I 1 .. ,,.. l •lil 111111µ ' ill " 
11 11111µ NI 111111 ii 111111 11 jljlil ••d 

l .111tl tl11.!1 1.i1 .. 1, 1111 1111111 , 
li1ij 1t llt1 I \•,ojl l1 I ill l!i 1oil11 I 

,,f Hl u 1111 11 11 , 1111 1 1 d J i11111 r• 11w 11 

Hil I I 11111111 11111 • 111 1111 °\\• 111,j,. 

111111111 v. idl il11i1111 1 .. 111111111 II 

I ill ijtd 1 .. 1 v 1iil 11 1 1 111 , ,i w l1i1 111 
\\' 1111111 111 /1 1111 , 1111111 11 l 111 l• 1 11 1, 

jll H \' l11lti i I I lljl f II 11111 11 lllB llft 

ii '' I lt 1i1 11 lljl " i 111 JI" 111111 I 11 I 111 
lt11 ., 111qili• ii 1111 11 .. v i• I 111• i l111d 
Hf 11111I1 t\A,· t1 j1Ut I tl11lll11JJ f H 11 11 

ll W Ji Iii j I iljfll " ' 1111111 ll1t111 

ii , 11111 i ll I llN 

Iii 111111111 .. 11 1.. 1111 11111i11 
• 111J1 H 11 / ,v l1 1 11 / , 111111,, 11 uiiil 
l111 1l h\'1 1q qd1 1,, jlllljll lq 1111d 

111111 I 11111 11 1111, 11111wt1 

''" 111 11 11 I v 11111 i11 111., W111 k 
1111 II r1111 u; I 111 II Ill 111111.i lli u 
I ttt 111 l b 1111d u 1 

111111 Hllj1lli1µ ., 

l11 n l " 111 lll H 

W ll V, Willi 11111 , 
111 111 µ 1il.i11l111I 

'
1
hl1111

1
r; 1d ul u lj111111 1· 1d 

!111111µ 11 '••111jllllII1 i v1d v Plll tdl 
Ill 111111d11 11 1111d lid id Ill 11 H;ll l, 

1111 v11 11 J11 11d v 11111d n 11 11 111qi111 f 

1111/ I Hid 1 Jl111f l111t / 11 ll lf i 

111i I l11ll
1
N 1lf' t 11 1111111 1 ' I 111 11 

l• itl I ll l•h f
1
itl 11 1111 111 11111111 I 11 til f l I 

I 1111!11 Iii llHll 11111 1 I \' jt l td I Ill 

fd 11 \' lllf l lil 11 )' IH l ti t1i ifl1 / 01 ll 1itl" 

111 J111l 111tt 111 l11i \1 t t lJl \• 1 11 f ' l 111111'ri 

1 1111111 l tt ti f1111l · 111 11 11 l 1dll1tl 

I ti t fV I Jll 111 11 lli11 ttf I 1t J11 1.J 1 1111111 
1,1 ,,, j11 1u o111d n 111 11 11111f1d,1dl v 

11 1l11 Jd I 1111 111 1\\• I 111 l1111q llt1b 

l<· i.h 11 1"1111 lll n l l1i 11d 1., 11 lilt 
II 11 I I 111111 u l•u II I ' 111 I "1111 
•dill I rt ltd1 1 ru1111 " 

·········-·····-··--·-·---··-·------·--··--
. LETTER TO AN 

ENGLISH FRIEND 

t l t111 1 I. i.11111h t11 1W w11 l11HL l. 1110 1h w1 I.ti 

.. 111 · h 1,J.t.111 • 1· 1·1 d1 1il1l,'1 rt1 ,Y 1'1..11111. t' 11r• ""'' 

1111' 1.1 •111111H .v1111 11r 111 ,v 1d11111v.ti 111 ' urtr1rH1:Hl , 

Ii 11 ;1 l111w, 11111 ·1, 1 I. 1 H. 

Y1111 111·t1 

l111w WH 11 I I 
111 1 (j 1111Ji1. tl 11 k111 1J H l,11 lf lll1W 

111 •11 li 11 l ' h, Wri I I , 1l 11h11 1 .Y••U 
f ' 11 llf l l 111I1 f1 f I l111w w11 1111 rir1 l.11 liuv11 I 1111µ, 

11 I ' /1, 11111 1:1 11 I. II ll I 111 II I. I " I I 1 I. 1 II H w Ii h II w h w h I ' h 

11 J. ll W f'1 11 •1 J. I WU 11 1.1111 II IJ I ti I' I. 1 II I. 1 n 
i.1111 11 I ','/ 
It II I' 11 • 

1111 I .v, 1111w 1 1111 v11 11111111 11. l1111 1t1011 

l.1111 1r111.11i11 li 11H Wl ' l1t1Hlil. 1111r•1H1 it1H l.11 

I : I 1 1 11 11 11 1111 I.I 11 1 I : I 1 1 11 11 111 1 , I : I 111 11µ;11 1 l'l 11 

1111111 w1111r1, N11I. li11v111µ; H•H• ll t.11 1.1 11111 

1: 11l11H. ,Yllll 11 1111Ir111' 1; 1111 H H 111 I ,v v.1111µ;1 1 I.li b 
.i.,,,,, . .,,, iii' l1r1111Ht' 11r11il1f.l1111 , 11. 1 "1 1111 

i 111111 II ii 11,1/11 11 l lh illtl ' J. 11 lll M , 

'/1111 111t1 ,V 1•1o1111i 111J 1111' tl•1W 

1111 11 J 11 111 I, IJl 1 1 II t1 , fl I. I.ti I I I. 
11 I I I. It H I I ' I 1 u v 1 fl I! 11 t' t1 h I 1 II 
1111't11'111i'lf.,y, tl'Ml 1 1111! li llW 

111 111 ,y 11111 111 l.1',Y , N11w l l li 1111.J 

1111 11,J t11 1 I. l.J111 l1 I lllt II WI ' 1 f. 1.1 

1il1111d • • 

Hnlti11111 I.bile 
I. 1111 t:1 I 11 IJ II J rt 

,,r 1·1111 1t11 

l, l1l 11g1:1 Wbl't1 

1 H LltH ltllh 

11nti I til:IH l lfllllcH 

fl J1Hllt:1 t1 1.1 tl 111111 jlMl ' iM111 lllH ·t,11 0Hl:l ll 1'1 l1t1 

11 I I 1,11 11 11 1iu11g t:1H 11 1' 1111,v 1111rl111 111 I Hr 11111-t 

1 , 1 r111 I. 111 I u 11 ti , w h 1 I t:1 1 I, 1 H 11 r "' t. t.,v 
v 411: u h Iii 1 1111.v I. Ii b. 11 t: Ii 1 11 u 1 1:1 111 1 I 11 n g n r 



r---------~-------~-~-~---------~-----~ 

1 corrupt and backward but strong and 1 
: united, isolated examples might be 

1
1 

I misleading. But knowing me as you do, ! 
you can at least trust my veracity and 
impartiality. 1 

At first I had my doubts, having ! 
imperceptibly imbibed too much anti- 1 

Red propaganda, but after three years j 
of living in the new society, the 1, 001 I 
things seen and heard dispel all 
illusions. We Chinese are now firmly 
convinced that this is the road to 
peace, progress and happiness. 'fe are 1 
confident of our future, becaus ~ our I 
dreams have already come true, because 1 

the process of materialization is daily I 
unfolding before our very eyes, because I 
we are determined that our efforts 

1 shall not be in vain. 1 

You may have heard, on the contrary, 
all sorts of truly alarming stories. 
Assuming they did originate from eye 
witnesses (which is by no means the 
case), all I can say is that these 
''witnesses'' are a minute minority 
who, having profited handsomely by the 
old order at the expense of the mass of 
the peopre, today have developed a 
warped outlook. They naturally see 
everything out of focus. 

It is true there are fewer cars in 
the street and hardly any sales of 
American refrigerators, but those who 
could afford them formed a very, very 

I 
I 

l small percentage of the total popula-

Lt_1 o~:~::.:~:::_:~:~~~~-~umber of 

46 

1

,-------- 3 ~---~~--~--1 
I 

public buses, and the unprecedented 
1 sales of cloth and fountain pens are 

I totally unnoticed by the jaundiced 
eyes of our critics. 

Again, they have probably felt 
badly the scarcity of Coca Cola and 
chewing gum, so badly in fact that they 
are unable to notice the much improved 
diet of the farmers and laborers. In 
short, they measure the state of the 
country solely in terms of their 
personal gratification. 

I hope I have succeeded in putting 
my finger on the spot. What's more, 
as things work out the luxuri e s form­
erly enjoyed by the few will be com­
monplace in the not too distant future. 

So much for China. 
As for England, where I presume you 

are, since I read of the evacuation of 
British personnel from Iran some time 
ago, it must be quite different fro~ 
the England I knew, with legacies of 
the war, such as rationing and high 
prices, still lingering on. I hope 
that you, a veteran of the last war, 
have joined the world-wide peace move­
ment. 

How are the Parkers? Are they still 
at Moorside? 

Best of luck. 

Sincerely, 

Sego Yang 

I 

' I 
! 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
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Opening up the Northwest 

The Railway Moves On 

QN September :n , 1825, 
the world's first railway 

line was opened. It ran be­
tween Stockton and Darling­
ton in England , where there 
were scenes of extraordinury 
eJo.citement and enthusiasm as 
irnrnen~ crowds assembled 
from far and near to witness 
this histori<' even t . 

Similar scenes of jubilation 
and excitement were enacted 
on September 30, last year, 
when 30,000 spectators 
gl:\thered by the tracks out­
side Lanchow railway station 
to see with their own eyes 
the anival of the first train 
e\·er to enter Lanchow, at the 
\'ery heart of China. 

ThC' outside world has long 
Leen prone to dismiss China's 
great Northwest as scarcely 
more than border wasteland: 
this is far from being the 
truth. The region 's great 
wealth is in mineral and 
i.nimal products. Even befort:: 
the Anti-Japanese war, it 

Hsiao Feng 

produced 70 percent of the 
tC1tal wool output of the coun­
try. 

'I'hroughout the centuries, 
developrnent of the region 
\va s curtailed by poor trans­
port facilit ie~ Cattle, wool. 

hides and other animal prod­
ucts \\'!'I'!! exported and food ­
stuffs, tea, cloth and other 
manufactured goods brought 
in. ull by pack animals. For 
n1ore than half a century the 
people of the region had 
stressed the need f'u1 · a rail-
11a y. to speed tip trad<' and lo 
lower !he excceding-ly high 
!Jl'iCC'>< nl' illlport ed c·o1rn1HHI, 
ities. 

!\ •n1· this has been done. 

.I ust J () da y:> after the new 
line was opened to traffic, re­
duction of prices was effected 
t•n 57 categories of the chief 
commoditi es in this area. For 
exam ple, tea was reduced 3.5 
pPn:ent. At the same time, 
I he se lling- price of animal 
produ •· ts int'l'<'a sed and wool 
sold for ·I. I pert"C'nl higher, 
,,·hich \\'as of great benefit to 
tht· inhabitants, a great many 
of whom a re sheep herders. 

The Lanchow R,i!way has bcrn one of the most 
diflirult t: njt ine{'ring job"' undcrtakt~ n in new China . 
l'IHHO shows S('ction of the.• line, can cd out of the 111an· 
m.1df' . hl'lf on a n1ou11tai11 ovcrlookin).! a stream bdow. 
In b:1ck )!round mny h l' S('f! fl t'ntr:lncc> to on•• of thr 
11'1t1) nc, .. · tunru·ls which dot thC' line . 
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The merchants say, "The 
opening of the railway 
shortens the time of trans­
pcrtation by half and doubles 
our capital turnover." Not 

. only is trade more active: 
there are now favorable con­
ditions for the industrializa­
tion of the area because of its 
large deposits of coal and, oil. 
The area is also rich in iron, 
gypsum, salt and gold. 

Flour mills and factories for 
making modern farm imple­
ments have already been built 
and are being enlarged. Plans 
are being made to replace the 
handicraft industries with 
machine production, and to set 
up new power-plants, fertil­
izer-making factories, and 
woolen miJls. 

The Tienshui-Lanchow line 
is in Ka~su province and is 
227 miles Jong. It is the 
western section of the Lung­
hai line which cuts across the 
continent of China. Starting 
from the port of Haichow, · 
Shantung, it crosses the two 
provinces of Honan and Shen­
si and now ends at Lanchow, 
K~nsu. When it is linked up 
with the Lanchow-Sinkiang 
and the Tienshui-Ohengtu 
lines, the rapid economic de­
velopment of China's North­
west will be carried a step 
further. 

Like the Chengtu-Chung­
king railway completed in 
June of last year, this l.ine 
was built under unusual diffi­
culties. From Tienshui west. 
ward it passes through th~ 
Lungshau mountain range, 
3,000 meters above sea level, 

and crosses the winding Wei 
and Chinshuri gorges. The new 
line includes over 1,000 
bridges and more than 50 
tunnels, one of which is 1,980 
l)leters long . 

Knowing the economic value 
of the railroad, all the 

workers exerted great effort 
not only to overcome difficul­
ties, but also to devise various 
methods of improving their 
work and raising efficiency. 
As a result tbe railroad was 
cc1mpleted eight months ahead 
of schedule. 

r-----------------.----------·----------------------------, 

.\ AT THE 'NSHUI RAILWAY STATION I 
I I STOOD at the Tienshu! bound freight - rhubarb, Not only herbs were east. i 
I railway station, in th licorice, herbs destined for bound-scores of workers I 
'I midst of bustling activify, ports as distant as Shanghai. were also rolling petroleum f 

trying hard to believe th! tanks, with their preciou5 i 
I Tienshui, in Kansu prov-
11 railway worker who wm oil from the great deposits 

d ince, is an important junc-

! telling me, "This was a es- in Sinkiang province. The t 
, tion on the new railway olate spot just one year ago. westboun,d trains are always 

which bisects l:hina, and be-

ll I looked at the ne fore 1956 will run to the loaded with building mater­
ials - timber from the 1 depot, railway shops border of the Soviet Union. 

I offices, the rows of frei Three policemen stood on ~~~~~ea:~d ce;:~1:t ;
1
::: ~~: 

I trains lined up, and the P the Hwei River bridge, guid-
1 sengers bustling about. ing the busy traffic of trucks Ea~t. 

I heard the neighing and cattle. For all its bustling activ­
I horses, and the shouts o! 
1

1 

guard warning a cattleman 
be careful Jest his cha 

1 
be frightened by the 
whistle, telling him also t 
at a station some m 
ahead there would be ti 
to give the animals a dri 

One of the cattle deal- ity, Tienshui has as yet no 
ers, a friend of mine from electricity. But in the rail­
Honan, was formerly . a way station hangs a paint­
peasant with only two mou ing illustrating a Lenin­
of land, now has 14 nwu, Stalin discussion. on the 
r.nd with some of his villag- electrification project of the 
ers, had secured loans from Soviet Union. In the pic­
the government, and come ture, Lenin's desk is illumin-

I smelled the pun to buy mule~, horses and ated by a candle. But con-
1 aromas--horses, cattle, f donkey5. "Draught animals sider the industrialization 
I •wood, and the fa scina are in · demand in every of the Soviet Union today! I 
I fragrance from the village," he said. Tienshui, too, is on its way. 

-
! ____________________ ~ 
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A visit to the'-· ---------------

SHANGHAI WORKERS' CLUB 

---------------Yang Lt'-hsin 

JN addition to hundreds of 
neighborhood and factory 

clubs, Shanghai's more than 
1.000,000 workers an,d their 
families have a large social 
and recreational center, the 
Workers' Cultu1·al Palace. 

Th is chief workers' ·club, 
located in downtown Shang­
hai, is housed in a seven-story 
building which 1was formerly a 
second-rate hotel catering 
n1ainly to "tired businessmen" 
\vho fe lt the need for a little 
gambling 01· wenching, spec u­
lators and blackmarkcteers, 
und sing-so ng girls. 

Because of its central loca­
tion, the Shanghai Trade 
Union Council bought the 
building soon after liberation 

<>.nd converted this one-time 
tawdry hotel into a workers' 
leisure time recreation center. 
A year after its October 1, 
l!l50, opening the building was 
once again thoroughly reno­
vated in accordance with 
workers' suggestions, and it 
reopened last May. Daily 
al te ndance now averages 
J 1j ,OOO , with more on Sundays 
and holidays. 

Unde1· Chiang Kai -shek a 
gatherin~ cf workers was 
grimly looked upon as "social 
unrest" if not outright "rev· 
olulion." Today, services 
which a wo1·ker could not 
even dream about befon! 
liberation arc on hand. In 
addition to its recreational and 

cultuial facilities, 
thi5 workers· center 
houses a clinic and 
dental department 
T1·eatment is avail· 
able at reasonable 
rntes. 

Rush rep::ir of 1 

locomotive. 

· Shih Ko 

Internal diseases and eye 
and ear disorders are treated 
and minor s uTgical operation$ 
performed . 

AN al'ternoon OI' evening at 
th e Shanghai Wol'ker8' 

Cultural Palace gives a picture 
or the many facilities avail­
able to wol'k c1·s and their 
famil y members. A workel' 
can enjoy him self here at lit­
tle or no cost. Fol' instan ce . 
he or she can JOm group 
dancing and singing in the 
m1sic hall which sca ts 500 
people. 01'ganized study and 
digcussio ns on litcratul'e, a1·ts, 
drawing ~rnd current events 
He held r egularly. Free 
movies arc ' hown daily in the 
400-~C'at theater; on occasion 
popular opcrns are staged in 
the evening-s either by loca l 
professional tl'Oupes or work­
ers' own groups. 

The evening visited 
this club the well-known 
fc.lk opera "Wang Kwei 
nn<l Li 8hiang-~hiang" wa !=; 
being performed by a popufar 
Shanghai opera ll'oupc, and 
the thcatcl' \\'as packed. 

In addition. there is a ping 
pong room , a chess room and 
a large lounge where candies 
and ci1wrettes are sold below 
prevailing prices. 

Full bl ~st. 

Wn111: Chi 

The Shanghai Workers ' Cul­
tural Palace serves as an 
educational as well as recrea­
tional center. Two large rooms 
make up the library wher<' 
newspaper~, magazines, and 
b0oks are available. The lib­
r:iry is well-stocked with a 
wide rnnge of books which in­
clude social and natural 
science, philosop hy, the arts, 
applied techniques, history 
:1 nd geography as well as fic­
tion. Nearly 1,000 books are 
bol'l'Owed daily. 

As with othcl' sections of the 
club, the library welcomes 
suggestio ns anrl criticisms for 
improving its service. Replies 
to writte n remarks are made 
public by the library five days 
after being· received. Sug­
gcsti t• ns and criticisms made 

' 'I 

~ 
~ 



by members are oi)en to pub­
lic view, and the majority call 
for more copies of news­
papers, magazines and books. 

Well-prepared and organized 
exhibitions are a regular fea­
ture. Five separate exhibi­
tions, for instance, were 
staged at one time recently. 
One was on workers' draw­
ings reflecting improved condi­
tions since liberation. A pop­
ular picture was one portray­
ing workE'r-students clustering 
around the front gate of a 
school. Hundreds of thousands 

of workers are now attendina 
school, something impossible 
in old China. 

The largest of the five simuJ. 
taneolis exhibitions was on 
Shanghai's industrial produc. 
tion. Hundreds of inventiona 
and innovations, all made here 
in the past three years, were 
concrete evidence of Chinese 
workers' ingenuity and re-

. sourcefulness. 
To name a few of the prod 

ucts shown: there were car. 
bon black, an important ingre­
dient in the rubber industry; 

1-----~---~~-~-~-----~---~--~ 

I OLD MAN LI 101 

i LI Chien-chung, a Youth League member, and his father 
had not had an easy life. When the good earth be­

longed to the hard-fisted landlords the two of them work­
ed hard and long to eke out a living in this small district 
near Kunming. Liberation had roused old Li from hope­
less apathy; however, once he received his plot of land in 
land reform, the revolution was over as far as he was 
concerned. 

8 20-digit calculating machin:; 
electric meters; an electric 
operated leakage detector; a 
boring machine; a 15,000 
k.w.h. electric transformer and 
a 300 k.w.h. generator; a 
rotary press; and an automa­
tic weaving machine which 
can turn out 40 yards of cloth 
every e ight hours. 

Another outstanding rr0d· 
i.ct on display was acid-pro­
tected ceramics. Befqre libera­
tion, a French technician in 
the local Tien Yuan Electro­
Chemical Factory spent sev-

era! years attempting, without 
success, to produce a certain 
type of acid-resistant ceta­
mics. After liberation, work­
ers and technicians in this 
factory have been able to turn 
out acid-proof ceramic~ in 
sufficient quantities to meet 
the needs of the nation's 
chemical industry. 

Wandering through the many 
section's of this fine building, 
it is difficult not to recall the 
recent past when a place such 
as this was impossible. To­
day, things are different. 

-----------------------~----~-----------~--1 

MUTUAL-AID TEAM : 
would help their production. "Go call a meeting and give 
my share of the land back!" he roared. 

I 
I 

' I 
' I 

·1 

I 

Young Li , after some more thought, came u~ w.ith 
a new attempt. Confront his father with a combmation 
of theory put into practice was his new tack. So he got 
Mrs. Lin, their next-door neighbor, to join the team fi-cst . 
Before she had had to hire four farmhands, which niell,ilt' 
selling her beans and wheat out of season at a low price 

When the old fellow heard of something called a in order to pay the wages. This year, three members 
mutual-aid team, his jaw set grimly and he wanted to k h l d ·of a mutual-aid team completed the wor on er an 

I 
have nothing to do with it. As a Youth Leaguer, young d 
Li Chien-chung was supposed to help organize a team for in one day. Her only duty was wee ing grass. 

the spring plowing; and so he came up against his own With this before his eyes. old man Li grudgingly con-
father . The old man's stock reply was to shake his head sented to join. When the work on the Li land was finished 
gravely, muttering: "Don't you know the old saying, in three day~he ~Id man's growls grew s~ft~: and m~re 
'Don't listen to your elders and you'll run into trouble!' infrequent. Sometime later, when the d1st11ct govern-

! There are four in the family and we can handle our seven ment gave the team a low-interest rate loan to buy some 
mou of land without anyone else's help." seed and farm equipment, including a big draft horse, 

I Chien-chung appealed to his mother. But when the old man came all the way around. Today he's one 

L 
she brought up the subject her husband flew into a rage of the team's most enthusiast.ic members and is an active 

~:n before she c~:_~~:~e~-~~~-~:~~~~~-m_ ... ___ :::~~~~-=~t=:=-~-=-~~~::=~ 
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A Peasant Artist 
p oR centuries paper cut-outs have .been used to dee.orate ~ 

and windows in the homes of Chrn ese peasa nts . fh 1s s 
but highly expressive art fo rm is becoming more and 
popular in new China. 

Wang Lao-sha ng, who died in Chahar province in Inner 
,\fongolia last year at the age of fil , devoted nearl y half 
century to this work. An ordinary peasant, Wang was parti~ 
ularly known for hi s paper cut-outs dealing with popular 
characters from the Chinese theater. Ac cording to in complet1 
fi ndings of the chahar Li tera ry Association , he produced mon 
than 800 cut-outs of this type. 

Combining r eali sm wi th a rich background of' Chinl!ll 
painting, W::ng Lao-shang added to th is by constantly stud yin1 
the action;; and facial expressions of the actor on ihe stage. 
The conten t and quality of his work make it difficult to imagini 
t hat they ?.re tr.e products of an un tutored peasant. All of hi! 

I Liu Chin-t ing in "Scheme of I Bamboo Grove." 
Fan Li-hua and Hsueh Chin· 

li ~ n in "Fan Kiang Gate." 

----------------------1 
I 
I 
I 

Wang Hu ng in "Shou I 
Sh ih Ridge." I 

ueation, whether in costume, f 
make-up or expression , con- I 
form with the actual stage I 
co nditions. Even in such min- I 
Ete matte rs as o rnaments. I 
tost ume design<_ ,,·capons, and I 
;,o forth, Wang's cut - outs I 
are detailed repli cas of the l 
th eate;· the Chinese peasant I 

and city dweller alike are so familiar with . I 
Wa!lg Lao-shang added so mething new to the paper I 

cut.-out. " In gcn:ral the cut-out is r?u~h, loo~ing som e- I 
what l1k <e the Chmese sty le of brush pa m tmg, which outlmes t 
a subj ect with only a few strokes. Wang's contours and de- I 
5igns arc veritable perfections and g ive to the audience a I 
strong fee ling of rea lity, the structure of th<! work heing en- I 
tircly complete. f 

Arn ong Wang-'s manv works are 
a number of characte r; and scenes 
from some of China's oldest and most 
long-neglected stage presenta lions. 
The'e co nst itute a hi s tori cal record of 
g1 cat ,·alue. 

Tl! E general meth od of maki ng 
· pape1· cnt-outs is to trace the out­
lines firs t and cut •evc>1·a! at once. 
Prom 60 to 70 sheets. of paper can 
be cut at one time. 

_Peasants genera!Jy make cut.outs 
dunng the slack season on the farm 
especially in the early fall. Purchase~ 
of paper cut--0uts are at their peak 
around Chinese lunar New Year the 
beginning of spring. ' 

Yang Po in "Ma Fang Be· 
sicf!es a City." 

I 



The 

MARRIAGE LAW IN 
I,_____;_ __ _ 

Shirley Ray Wood 

THE drafting of the mar-
riage law in April 1950 

which destroyed the tradition­
al bondage of the Chinese 
woman, is by no means a snap 
ruling handed down by some 
politician, nor is it a copy of 
the Soviet marriage law, from 
which it needs must differ, du<' 
to different social cond itions. 

The law was adopted only 
after months of intensi ve pre­
paration under the directi on of 
various women's organizations, 
and has required much pains­
taking effort to put into 
practical use, since it entirely 

upsets the whole feudal idea 
which had become ingrained 
in Chinese civilization down 
through the ages. 

Marriage now is and must 
be based on mutual love and 
respect of the two principals. 
Polygamy, concubinage, child 
betrothal, interference with 
the remarhage of wido\\·s and 
the exndion of money or gifts 
in connection with marriages 
are all prohibited . The mar­
riage law should please the 
Lucy Stone League. Women 
now can and often do legally 
use thei r own names in pre· 

One of the methods used to popularize China's 
marriage law has been the publication of numerous 
po•ters, pamphlets and small books, which are widely 
distributed through women's organizations and explain 
all aspects of the law. The drawings below and on the 
following pages are reproduced from a pocket-size book, 
which is illustrated in a manner similar to comic books. 

ference to the husband&'. 
Children may take their fnoth­
er's maiden name if they wish. 

The promulgation of this 
law was greeted with a wave 
of divorces, so much so that 
in some di stricts more than 
half the civi l law suits were 
divorce cases. This was partly 
due to the backlog of bad 
marriages created by the old 
system, also partly due to the 
enthusiasm of inexperienced 
civil servants determined to 
liberate China's womanhood . 
Thus, at first many cases 
which could have been me­
diated were settled by divorce. 

In country areas, where the 
situation was more serious 
t.han in th~ cities, the other 
s:de of the coin also showed. 
The local administrators had 
been the most active among 
the poor peasants. However, 
they had little or no educa-

tion and were still much 
bound by superstition and 
tradition and therefore, many 
had a narrow point of view, 
and were particularly back­
ward in tR.eir attitude toward 
the "woman question ." 

In 1951 , the government or­
ganized its forces to combat 
this confusion. Much popular 
literature on the subject was 
published, one of the best being 
a small booklet of the "comic 
book" type, explaining the law 
item by item with pictures 
juxtaposed. This type of litera­
ture has been foun d 'to appeal 
most to the semi-literate. 

At the same time, education 
on the basis of this booklet -
was carried out in the Fu Nu 
Hui (Women's Association) 
literacy cla£ses and through 
its basic organizations. This 
Family Women's United Or­
ganization is unofficial-it has 

Opposite page. Left. Marriage arrangements u81!d 
to be governed by superstitions, and fortune tellers were 
often consulted. Right: Concubinage is now outlawed; 
formerly, wealthy men could buy several wives. 

Below. Left: Under the marriage faw in-laws 
cannot interfere with the re-marriage of widows. 
Right: Illegitimate children today enjoy the same rights 
as other children. 
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close connections w1th, but is 
not part of the state structure, 
In new Ch11rn it occupies the 
same position and performs 
the same duties for women and 
their· families as t.he union 
docs for w0rkers. 

Training classes on the 
marriage law were sta rted 
for publicity personnel. Teams 
or such t rained personnel 
carried ou'. publi city and 
education woJ"k throughout the 
countryside and strai g htened 
out cases which had been 
nii~managed by some local 
authorities. 

In Shanghai, these classes 
were under the joint direction 
of the di-;trict governments 
and the Fu Nu Hui organiza­
tions in the various section s of 
t!te city. All representatives 
from the l11n c cl ubs of the Fu 
Nu Hui were required to 
vltcnd. Voluntary attendance 
of oth~ 1 - women wa q wclccmc. 
Th e pc1·son nel train ed in these 

classes were to carry out 
educational work in 1 heir 
localities. 

Afte;· a preliminary study 
of the marriage law and rel­
eva nt mate rial t he classes 
we re 3" iven ca ses r0por lcd to 
the police, the Fu Nu Hui or 
t he di strict government, l'or a 
h eari!l ~:· and a n atte mpt at 
:;ctt lemcnt. This- acquain ted 
them with variations on the 
<'i ffe rcnt problems. A flcr re­
viewing a case the cla sses 
wou ld di scuss how to settle it 
within the framewr.1·k of the 
law. Tn ca~cs of mar ital dis­
putes, the emphasis would .be 
a lways on p rese1 ving lhe 
family uni t if possible. 

A CASE in my ne ig hb orhood 
was ~cttled by the elass 

which my neighbor attended 
i11 the spring of 1952. 

Our local druggis t is in his 
late 'thirties. H e appears to 
think liimFc!f handsome, and 

Left : p,.C·hlariral m edical examination is no w 
compulsory. Those suffering from any serious disease 
may not obtain a marriagP license. Right: Today the 
running of th o? household is the equal responsibility of 
both h usband •a nd wife. Each sh ould perform a share 
of rhe work a nd rh ey shcu ld look a fter one an other in 
sick nl'~S. 

ca rdu !ly w~1vcs his hair. He 
likes lo cispl ay his "know­
ledge" by asking whether .I 
want an imported or domest ic 
brand whenever I buy any­
thing. (I s uspect that his 
apparent <lrsire to push im­
porkrl dru i..:·s stems from their 
higher price and rate of 
pi'Ofit). He inva ria bly demon ­
st rates his erudition by wril­
inir oul my receipts in Engli'lr. 
for all medicines having for­
eign names. During last year's 
anti-eorrupt ion campaign, both 
hi s front \\" ind ows were cover­
ed \rilh de•llln c iat ions whi ch 
his cle rk ~ hat! wr itten up. Hi s 
s in s were chiefly lax evasion 
and selli ng fake medi cines. 

He has :i pleasant, pretty 
wife; however, he di slikes 
monotony, a nd when he 
brought an 18-year-old gi rl to 
work in hi s store, hi s wife, 
althoug·h nnt unduly suspicious, 
be).fa n lo sus pect misc hief, and 
dl•manded that the girl be dis-

cha r ged. The druggist pre­
fc n :ed hi s g-irl-friend, but 
unfor tunately for him the 
law forbids a man to divorce 
!:is w1te \\ ithin a year afte r 
the birth ol" a chi ld-and hi s 
\\·ife had just presented him 
with a son. However, the law 
a ll ows a wife to divorce her 
hu sband al any time, with good 
reason. Therefore he started 
abusing her, t hinking thereby 
lo make her s ue for divorce. 

Th l' wife had started attend ­
ing the Fu Nu Hui literacy 
classes, a nd showed the organ­
i7ation a letter which h ad 
fa llen into her ha nds, a very 
warm Jetter indeed, from the 
g-irl-fr iend to the husband. 
The Fu N u Hui considered 
this evidence e nough to 
open the caqe. With proof of 
the existen , e of such perso nal 
1 elations, both 1,h () dru[("gist 
and the g ;rl co ul<l be pro­
secuted for conspi ring to force 
a divorce by violence . .,.; 

Left : In case of divorce husband and wife should 
each £ettlc their own individually contr~cted d~bts ; 
jointly contracted d ebts should be settled jointly. Right: 
{f the divcrced me>thcr rc!-marries and the new. husband 
is willing partially or wholly ro support her children by 
the pr~vious marriage, the divorced fath ~r' s burden may 
be lessened. 
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The casE! was given to the 
marriage Jaw class which 
interviewed 'Separate!; all the 
parties c:incerned. The girl's 
mother thrE!atened to sue the 
wife and the Fu Nu Hui for 
defaclation of her daughter's 
charactPr, .but the girl's father 
wanted the matter settled 
fairly and with the least un­
pleasantness for his daughter. 
'l'he <lr_uggi st, who had not 
seen the full Jettc;r (it was 
l:eld safely as Exhihit A) felt 

on uneasy ground and, after a 
Jina! meeting, broke down and 
confessed all, promised to see 
the girl .no ~ore and to stop 
ma!treatmg his wife. The girl, 
seemg the case was hopeless 
and fearing the embarrass­
~ent she would have to face 
m open court, agreed. 

· Under the old :;ystem the 
. girl would ~ implY. have become 

the "1;mall wif~ and the 
druggist would have main­
tained two families. 

,-----Chin:~:--;:rri~;: Law--] 
. _Article S. Marriage shall be based upon the complete 

wilhngn~ss of the two parties. Neither party shall use 
compuls10n and no third party shall be allowed to · t ·-
fere. m e1 

Article 4. A marriage can be contracted only after 
the man has reached 20 years of age and the woman has 
reached 18 years of age. 

Article 7. Husband and wife are companions living 
together. and shall enjoy equal status in the home. 

. Article 9. ~oth husband and wife shall have the 
: 1ght to free c:ho1ce of occupation and free participation 
m work or social activities. 

Article 18. Parents have the duty to rear and to 
educate their children; the children have the duty to 
support _and assist the parents. 

Article_ JS. Children born out of wedlock shall enjoy 
the same rights as children born in lawful wedlock No 
P~:1~0n s~IJ be allowed to harm or discriminate a~ainst 
c ~ ren rn out of wedlock. Where the paternity of a 
~h1ld. born out of wedlock is legally established th 
1dent1~ed father must bear the whole or part of. the. cos~ I 

1 oft ~amtenance and education of the child until it :Jas c::e.d • ~h: ':g.e - of 18. ' ----------
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Operation "Backfire" in Korea 

F
OR i\IER Eighth Arn1y commander in Korea, Van Fleet added 

one more blunder to his list just before being "retired." 
On January 26, the Americans attempted to put on a show for 
vigiting dignitaries to the Korean front. 

According to a UP report from Seoul, "High brass and cor­
respondents-provided in advance with a pamphlet describing 
each phase of the attack-watched from bunkers. Called 
'Operation Smack,' it had been planned sir.ce January 19." 

The same report stated: " ... UN troops took a licking on 
the western Korean front in an elaborately planned 'program' 
raid. The four and one-half hour raid was the heaviest ground 
action of the new year. Allied infantry, tanks, flame-throwers, 
artillery and planes were thrown into the unsuccessful assault . .. 

"But the Chinese Reds were ready. They caught the charg­
ing UN infantrymen in a deadly crossfire. T.hen the Allied 
troops tried to burn out the Reds with flame-throwers. How­
ever, in many instances the flame-throwers ran out of fuel. AP 
correspondent Forrest Edwards reported from the scene--at the 
southern end of T-Bone Hill-that a hail of artillery sh and 
napalm also failed to dislodge the Communists. A · Eighth 
Army spokesman declined to report Allied casualties 

. Reaction to Van Fleet''> " show" in Washington found "one 
House member" citing the "attack on T-Bone hill as proof that 
a frontal assault on Red lines would be too costly in lives to be 
practical. Allied planes anci artillery blasted the hill into what 
should have been nothing but rubble. But when Allied infan­
trymen moved u.p the ridge Red soldiers rose unscathed from 
holes and nailed the attack with grenades and rifle fire. N"ot 
even the atomic bomb could be counted pn to drive the Com­
munists from tunnels and trenches, Congressional experts be­
lieved," UP reported gloomily from Washington on January 27. 

ANOTHER top retired US general had bad news for policy­
makers bent on extending tlhe Korean war. Former com­

mander of US occupation troops in Japan, Lieutenant-General 
Eichelberger, in an article in Newsweek; stated that "all avail-



able" US troops could not crack the strong Communist line in 
Korea. The general claimed that US troops would meet a 
"bloody defeat" if they tried t.o bi·eak the present Communist line 
because "we do not have t:he power, even if reinforced by all 
avai lable troops in the US." 

In his article, Eichelberger said that the defeat of such an 
attaek would be even "worse" than that handed to MacArthur, 
whEn he pushed his troops almost to the Manchurian border. 

Eichelberger, a Jong-time advocate of using "cheap" Asian 
manpower, said his "solution" to the Korean war sta lemate is to 
replace American troops with Koreans. The general fail e<l to 
discuss how South Korean troops would be able to "crack the 
s t1 ong Communist line in Korea. '' 

Philippine Politicking 
'T'HE 1953 November elections in the Philippine:; promise "to 

L be the dirtiest ever," according to a radio interview given 
by Manila's Mayor Lacson. No callow youth himself in the \\'ays 
of "free elections" in t he Philippines, (the Hongkong Standard 
of January 28 noted that "the world now accepts coercion and 
padding the vote as an integral part of Filipino elections") the 
1~1ayor's radio remark wa3 brought on by President Quirino's 
maneuvers to make the Philippine constabulary force independ­
('1;t of the arn1y. This wou ld enable Quirino to have "a fo rce 
loyal to him in an e111€'1·gency, such a s at a general election," 
acco1·ding Lo the Hongkong daily. 

Commenting on the Quirino party's move to sepai:aLe the 
constabulary from the army, Agencc France P1·esse notes that 
"this has been the most ominous statem.ent to come from lhe 
Liberal administration party. For the Filipinos would never for­
get that it was the constabulary more than the army which sow­
ed terror in th e 1!)49 presidential elections. It was also the 
constabulary ... which looked the other way when the corrupt 
leaders a llowed bi1·ds, bees. leaves and ghosts t.o cast their bal­
lots for the Liberal Party. 

"It was also the constabu lary ... together with the so-called 
Civilian Guards (armed units of the powerful landlords ) that 
threaten~ the rural voting population with reprisa ls, and even 
death, if they would not vote for the Liberal Party. The armed 
forces were ... also guilty c;f perpetra ting mass electoral fr auds, 
but it was the constabulary which led the way," stated t he 
Frenrb news agency. 

COMMENTING on the "awkward problem" the US faces in 
the Philippines, the Manchester Guardian recently stated 

editorially that "if it goes on handing money to President Qui­
rino, it can be accused of backing reaction. The (Philippines) 
gcvernment seems t.o be [determined to] follow in a preposter­
ous way the \\"Orst exa,mples of Kuomintang China." 

In mid -January, report:; from Mani la revealed that the 
Philippine Council of State agreed with President Qui1·ino t.o 
shelve for the time being the prnposal to send a mi ssion to ihe 
US to negotiate for the revision of the 1946 US-Philippines 
Trade Act (the Bell Trade Act). 

The Counci l of State's decision came in the face of wide­
spread demand for a revis ion of the act. According t.o Agence 
Frnnc c Presse last Apri l, even the Quirino government was 
";,wakening to the dreadful realization that unless the pact was 
modified t he Philippine economy may forever be diseased." 

Last year the Central Bank of the Philippines had called for 
a revision of the Bell Act. At the same time, the National 
Economic Council had dra\1 n up a li st of prnposed amendments 
to the act. 

Und~r the present anangements, the US controls the Philip­
pine currency besides being able t.o export its goods in unlimit­
ed quantity to the Ph ilippines, while the entry of Philippine 
products to the US is restricted. 

Japan's Economy Slumps ... 
T HE "boom" which s truck Japan after the outbreak of the 

war in Korea has begun to wear out. In the first year of 
the. war, production jumped 40 percent but si nce the beginning 
of last year output has leveled off with good-sized declines in 
some lines. Japanese industry, subject to US domination of the 
Yoshida government, is caught between a drop in orders from 
US armed forces and a restricted market abroad. 

US spending for Japanese war materials and services in 
connection with Korea, which averaged US$30,000,000 a month 
in 1951, dropped to a low of US$6,000,000 last May. Although 
US orders increased after May they were not expected to ex­
ceed US$150,000,000 for all of 1952. 

In spite of demands from industry and commercial groups 
for trade with new China the Yoshida government has said no, 
urging them to seek markets in Southeast Asia. However, here 
the Japanese were up against long-time British strongholds, and 
as early as last September "an all ·out 'tt:xtile war' between 



I 

'! 
' 

Japan and the United Kingdom appeared inevitable," according 
to a Reuter dispatch from Tokyo. 

While US orders and remilitariza.tion were keeping the 
Japanese armaments industry going, the future for other in· 
dustry was bleak. To feed its population and keep industries 
operating, Japan must import 20 percent of its food supply, 
all of the i·aw cotton for the textile industry, and most of the 
iron ore, coking coal and other raw materials for the steel in· 
dustry. The only way to get money to pay for these things is 
through large-scale trade. (US N ews and World Revort, Tokyo, 
September 12, 1952) . 
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Ao Comment Needed 
A MERIGAN policy immediately after World War II 

called for the complete disarmament of Japan. · 
The Japanese were told they shou,ld not have a mili­

tary establishment and should endeavor to become the 
"Switzerland of the Far East." 

Today American policy has changed and an American 
official here, after studying the situation, said: "I think 
we oversold the Japanese on our 1945 ideas." 

Privately, US diplomatic and military officials h~re 
say one of their toughest jobs is to get the Japanese in­

terested in rearmament and preparations for self­
defense .. . 

Prime Minister Shigeru Yoshida, who is not ahead of 
the masses, has already started Japan on the road to 
slow rearmament, and he frequently gets criticized by 
the voters . .. 

He even is criticized by the Americans, who think he 
is not moving fast enough. Yoshida, however, knows the 
feeling of his people and knows that it takes time to 
"educate" public thinking in a democracy. 

The succes~ of t he original American "selling" is 
readily seen in public opinion polls and noticed immedi­
ately in any conversation, especially talks with younger 
peo9le. 

The idea of Japan being a "Switzerland of the Far 
East" .. . . is still appealing . 

UP, Tokyo, January 6, 1953. 

However, "economists see little prospect of boosting exports 
appreciably in the next few years. Industrial production, they 
believe, is not likely to increase much beyond the present level, 
even if the arms industry is restarted. They see steady increas­
ing unemployment and a steady dropping living standard for 
Japan." 

Japan 's economic pos ition continued to derline in the first 
half of the cunent fi scal year, according to reports by the 
Econom ic Deliberation Board, which advises the cabinet on 
economic conditions. A board r eport revealed that discouraging 
factors had appeared which included a decrease in the nation's 
foreign currency holdings and the unhealthy maintenance of un­
profita ble industries. "These defects in the nation's economy 
might come to the fore during the second half of the present 
year," reportecl the board. 

The growing depression and a standard of living lower than 
pre-war has brnught on increasing labor unrest (US News and 
World R epo rt) . Beginning last October more than 120,000 
Japanese pcwcr workers carried out a series of short­
term strikes for higher wages, resulting in hundreds of idle 
factories. At the same time, over 250,000 of the nation's coal 
miners (all except those sti ll working in small mines and not 
members of the Federation of Coal Miners ) continued. to strike 
for a wage increase. 

Nation-wide strikes and work stoppages carried over into 
1953. Large cities, such as Tokyo, found themselves completely 
disrupted because of the power, transport and coal strikes. As a 
result, train services in Tokyo were cut by 30 percent~<ffi! estic 
shipping was completely ti ed up and telephone and telegraph 
services . lowed down. 

FROM the US and Britain came testimony to Japan's economic 
woes. In London, the Manchester Guardian said that the 

Japanese economic position was "extremely difficult" and warned 
that the country's exports had to be greatly increased if she 
wanted to survive. 

At the same time an economist, Harry S. Robinson, with the 
Stanford Research Institute described the . economic si tuation in 
Japan as critical (UP, San Francisco, January 29). Citing the 
need for US investments in Japan, Robinson said the discon­
tinuance vf US "aid" and the Korean stalemate were contribut­
ing factors in the present drop in Japan's economy. 

Robinson's cure for Japan's economic illness was that "she 
must stimulate and encourage private investment by foreign 
companies and financial interests." 
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Shanghai Revisited 
H. COURTNEY ARCHER 

AS I stood and looked over to earn a g rudging tip. From 
'Shanghai's Chapoo Road the bridge, I watched the 

Bridge, which arches over · s unl.rnrned kids diving from 
S'oocihow Creek just behind the the barges, sampans and 
British Consulate, I went back junks that c11oked the creek 
in memory to the time · diving into its black 

I ""'' ••w th• m•k :I.. and •linking wal<n and walked along eerV'/." . . . How many fell victim 
Chapoo Road. It was to disease from this 
the summer of 1946, brief summertime coo]. 
and to r1e, comjng . ing was anybody's 
frc•m the cool green guess. 
hill~ of Yunnan, Shanghai · Walking down into Chapoo 
seemed to broil, and its dusty Road, if the tide were high 
8treets we1·e jammed. one wauld find the: sewage 

The city was overcrO'\vded had backed up and was 
then, with refugees driven several inches d~ep where it 
down from North Kiangsu had flowed out of the 
province by poverty and floods; g utter traps. Beyond were 
with those Wlho had spent the the dozens of little shops, the 
war years in the interior, with sta ll s selling noodles to the 
American soldier s and sailors, pedicab drivers, past the 
2.nd with UNRRA offi cials m:rrow, hot and airless lanes 
living like old-style taipans where the vast majority of 
in the big hotels, concerned as Shanghai's population li ved. 
much with their cases of beer I recall in particular the 
and canned foods to be trans- lane called "Eternal Happi· 
ported for their ins pection ness," where several hundred 
trips ·to the "interior" as with families lived in small dark 
the urgently needed machinery, rooms, shining one water tap 
drugs and relief supplies. and common toilet, where files 

Everywhere one saw the buzzed in black clouds over 
pO-Or; grey-haired women and the piles of refuse, and the 
small children would beg at corner drain was, 'by necessity, 
the bridge, w'hile men pushed used as a urinal. . 
pedicabs up the bridge slope Often a figure would ghde 
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out of this and other Janes 
and nudging one's arm, 
query, "Yoµ want a nice girl, 
mister?" Chapoo Road ran 
through the center of the 
Hongkew di strict, near the 
riverfront and its notorious 
Broadway, where every second 
diior led either to a bar or a 
brothel, or both. There drun­
ken sailors would reel out into 
the streets, fight with fists and 
knives, beat up coolies and 
pedicab drivers, go off with 
the girls. 

That summer ·of 1946 the 
Whangpoo River was full of 
the ships bringing UNRRA 
suppli es, moored in three lines, 
stem to stern; and many had 
to wait at the river mouth for 
weeks fo r a berth. So hun­
dreds of sailors came ashore, 
with plenty of money, and 
every night the patrol car 
sirens would wail as they 
headed for Bmadway. 

THI S picture, with all the 
so rdidness of old Shanghai 

.with its violence, its poverty, 
ils reckless disregard for 
human lives came back to me 

w'hen I was on Chapoo Bridge 
in November 1952. Today, 
Soochow Creek is different. 
Newly-installed water taps 
along its banks furnish clean 
water to the boats, traffic is 
regulated along the creek and 
the stevedore;' union has built 
offices. New clinics hlWe been 
opened along the creekside to 
serve the boatmen and their 
families. 

And then I retraced old 
familiar steps down Ohapoo 
Road, with a public health 
worker of the Hongkew 
district. At the entrance to 
the lane of '"Eternal Happi­
ness" we were met ·by a young 
man who had lived there for 
10 years and was now respon­
~ ible for public health work in 
the lane. Children, clean and 
neatly dressed, surrounded us. 

There were new garbage­
bi ns, fitted with tight fly-proof . 
doors, emptied ever day. 
There were ne~ water 
taps, and a properly built 
urinal. Posters on the walls 
explained the marriage Jaw, 
urged parents to inoculate 
children against smallpox and 

H. COURTNEY ARCHER is a member of the Friends Service 
Unit. He c3me to China in 1945 with the Friends Ambulance Unit 
and did medical work for one year in Yunnan province. In 1946, 
Mr. Archer went to the Bailie School in Sand3n in Northwest China 
where he taught until June 1952. Returning to his native New Zea· 
land in July 1952, Mr. Archer came to Peking as a New Zealand 
delegate to the Asian and Pacific Regions Peace Conference last 
October, and .after the conference he toured various parts of China 
1'ith other members of his delegation. 
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Garden Bridge in Shanghai was reconditioned after 
years of neglect. 

diphthe1·ia, and the wall news­
paper told of the progress of 
the public health campaign. 
The lane was swept spotless, 
and at intervals were small 
boxes for litter. 

The public health worker 
and I continued up Chapoo 
Road, and I asked what had 
happened to the procurers 
~nd pro~titutes, who used to 
hve m this part of the city. 
Were they still around? 

My companion then told 
me how the government 
had tackled the job of 
cleaning up the scores of 
brothels that had existed in 
the Hongkew area. 

" It was not a n easy job," he 
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said, "and it had to be done 
s tep by step." He went on to 
explain that most of the girls 
in the brothels were there be­
cause they >had been ·bought 
by agents who went out into 
the co untt·yside where the 
peasants were poverty-stricken 
as a r esult of fl oods or 
famine. A favorite area was 
in North Kiangsu, where Huai 
River floods meant desti tution 
for the peasants. 

In his book "Shanghai, 
City for Sale,', Ernest 0. 
Hauser tells h~w little girls 
were bought for ablout two 
silver dollars, and often sold 
at the age of 13 or 14 for 
1,000 silver dollars. 

To these girls, closeted away 
in back alleys, the realization 
of t he change IOf government 
and what it meant, came 
slowly. Only after some of 
the worst brothel-keepers had 
been first apprehended did 
they realize that the old way 
of life had been brought to an 
end. 

After a period of r e­
haibilitation, wh ioh entailed a 
great deal of sympathetic un­
derstanding- and help on the 
part of those working with 
them, some of the girls have 
returned to their homes in the 
oountryside and others were 
assisted in finding wo·rk in the 
city. 

Perhaps nothing better 
illustrates the changes which 
have taken place in this sec­
tion of Shanghai where many 
working-class families live 
than the building now stand­
ing at the comer of <the little 

park near the end of Chapoo 
Road. 

Here, the China Welfare 
Institute, under the direc­
tion of Soong Ching-ling 
(Madame Sun Yat-sen) has 
established a children's li­
brary, Every day hundreds of 
children come to read the 
many books and picture maga­
zines. The librarian explained 
that on Sundays over a thou­
sand ehildren visit the library 
-and as I looked at the black­
haired heads bent over books 
it was hard to r ealize that 
on ly a few year s ago these 
children spent most of their 
time playing in such dirty 
Janes as "Eternal Happiness" 
and "Heavenly Virtue." 

Great change has come to 
hundreds of narrow Janes in 
Shanghai, and with this 
change thas come the realiza­
tion that through gr<>uip action 
all things are possible. ... 

A new retaining wall was recently constructed on 
the waterf<"Ont at K,.iang Fu Road in Shanghai. 
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-------~ ..... -------------------------------------
POW's 

American POW's hopes for a speedy end to the war ill 
Korea and doubts about US foreign policy were expressed in an 
open letter to President Eisenhower. The letter was signed by 44 
American prisoners of w:ir in North Korea. 

• • 
"Dear Mr. President: 

"We, American prisoners of war in North Korea, deem it 
our right and privi lege as American citizens to speak out in 
reference to the Korean ~itu::tion , and the international situa­
tion as a whole .. .. 

"For neady a year and a ha)( now, peace negotiations have 
been carried on in Panmunjom, Korea, with no satisfactory or 
noticeable progress towards finding a peaceful conclu sion to 
this war up to the present date. We do not feel, however, that 
the present prevailing attitude, in view of the recent recess 
of negotiations, shows a sincere des ire to end thi s war on the 
part of the U.N. Delegation. 

"We look to the new administration with the feeling of hope 
that some just settlement can and will be reached in the near 
future. We sincerely hope that the new administration will 
uphold the promises of its campaign in the eyes of the world. 
We arc looking for peace, in Korea, and throughout the world, 
and we feel certain that the American people arc also looking 
for this peace. We also feel that should the American for('ign 
policy continue as it has in the recent past, it can only end 
in chaos for our people. 

"We have many questions, and doubts in our mind~; ques­
tions and doubts that we fee l arc a lso dominant in the minds 
of the American people as a whole. Among these arc ques­
tions such as: 'Why, for the fir~t time in hi story , has the 
question of voluntary repatriation arisen, at such a crucial time, 
when se> much depends upon the successful outcome of the Korean 
negotiations?' and 'why is such an extensive armaments pro­
gram being carried out by ou1· government when the main 
issue in the world today is peace, not war?' . . . We would 
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also like to know why, in view of the international tens ion that 
has prevailed dm·i ng the past few years, some effort hasn't 
been made to hold a meeting of the Great Powers, in order 
to g-ain a better undt•rstanding of each other, so that a firm, 
stabilized peace cap be realized. We s incerely fee l that such 
relations could be established if it was truly the desire of our 
leaders to do so. 

'" ... in Korea .. a reasonable cease-fire line has already 
been agreed upon. Surely, the ever-mounting loss of American 
youths on the battlefield can never be considered a victory on 
the part of the American people, especially when, after two 
years of continual fighting, absolutely nothing has been accom­
plislied that could prove a credit to the prestige of our nation. 

"Therefore, in closing, we sincerely hope that you will take 
into consideration the above-mentioned points, and will do all 
within your power to bring a quick, just peace to Korea and 
assure us that there will be no future Koreas and no future 
wars for our generation, and the future generations of our 
nation yet to come. We also implore you to accept your post 
in the full tradition of our great nation and to live up to the 
1.dorious. righteous past of its people. 

"'We thank you, sincerely," 

(Sig-ned) Fred Garza Jr. William Polee. Terron W. 
Sanchez. Otho G. Bell. Corporal John L. Dixon. Corporal Elias 
fl . Villegas. Robert W. Allen. Johnny Walker. Joe Morrison. 
William C. White. Fred W. Porter. John L. Thomas. Frank 
J. Quarter. Paul F. Schnur Jr. Glenn E. Stotts. Rufus E. 
Doug-las. Harold M. Dunny. Howard J . Beadleson. Samuel 
D. Hawkins. Roscoe Perry. Linton J. Dartez. Rogers Herndon. 
Joe B. Vara. Nathaniel S. Thomas. Larance V. Sullivan. Leroy 
Cartc1·. Theodore L. Thompson. Robert 11. Hickox. Howard G. 
Adams. Claude J. Batchelor. Clarence C. Adams. Ricardo H. 
Soto. Roy Atkins. Richard 0. Morrison. James T. Pinkston. 
Donald B. Disney. Bennie ·D. Smith. Edward S. Dickenson. 
William R. Hinkle. John A. Wells. Lowell D. Skinner. Johnny 
B. Trevino. Harnld E. Belden. Harry C. Copeland. 

--------------------------~-------------~--;,--~ 
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An American housewife describes :.- ---- --. 

I f:zn7nn +o Market in Shanghai 
~ Muriel Hoopes 

"TO market, to market, to 
buy a fat pig; home 

again, home again, price is . 
too big!"-so went the pre­
liberation version of an old 
nursery rhyme. Prices have 
been stable for three years 
now, · but before that th~ 
Shanghai housewife was hard 
O'Ut. Shopping was a constant 
~truggle against inflation -

1 the housewife trying to get as 
much as possible for her 
money before prices shot up 
again-and the merchant try­
ing to offset the next price 
rise by overcharging. 

The old market plar.es were 
scenes of constant haggling, 
and times were so bad that 
petty thieves and snatchers 
were everywhere, so that it 
took a clever woman to get 
home with all her purchases. 

Since the old government did 
nothing fo1· th,e unemployed, 
half-starved beggars abound­
ed, and who cou ld blame them 
for trying to steal something 
to eat? 

Evading the snatchers as 
best she could, and clutching 
her money tightly, the shop­
per would haggle with the 
stallkeepers over the price, 
a nd there would probably be 
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a heated argument over the 
weight as well. She. would 
usually take her own scale 
along, just to ' make sure. 
Shopping mean t a quarrel­
some, exhausting chore. 

The scale, t ypical of Shang· 
hai and everywhere in China 
is a graduated rod, hung by 
a st1·ing or a chain near one 
end. The object to be weigh. 
er! is hung from the shorter 
end, and balanced by a weight 
moved a long the longer end, 
which i~ graduated so the 
we ight r:an be read off. These 
scales range from enormous 
ones with steel arms, hung in 
the wholesale :narkets by 
chains, to smaller black wood 
ones for the housewife, and 
even to the tiny ones with a 
brass pan, hung with silk 
thread, used in the banks to 
weigh gold. 

Nowa,days the shopper has 
no need to carry her own 
scale to market, nor does she 
a ':gue over prices or fear 
thieves when she gets there. 
The municipal authorities re­
quire every market to have a 
bh!ckboard where the day's 
prices are chalked up. To 
see that the customer gets 
the proper weight, an accur-

ate test scale is available in 
each market in case of any 
question. The Chinese scale, 
for household purposes, iii ~o­
ing out as time goe5 by. 

G OING to market these days 
is a pl easure-one sees 

ahundancc evcn'wherc. Some 
stree ts arc closecl off early in 
the morning, th e stallkeepers 
roll in their s talls on sman 
iron wheels, and there are 
great quantities of meat, 
eggs, fi sh and vegetables. Late 
in the morning, ·when most 
shoppers have departed, the 
Mler is cleaned up, the stalls 
wheeled off and the street is 
opened to traffic again. 

These colorful street mar­
kets are much cleanPr th:in' 
they \\'ere in the old days. a s 
are the "supermarkets," ' big 
two-story con­
crete structurr,s. 
open at the 
sides and fi lled 
with hundreds 
of s talls selling 
everything from 
fresh squid to 
canned bamboo 
shoots. Most can­
ned goods are 
now put up in 

The writer pauses 
in her shoppin g 
trip to ask th e 
price of apples 
from a pedler d ose 
to the market. 

China, but one may still buy 
the remains of the flood of 
foreign canned foods that 
were dumped in Shanghai 
after VJ Day. 

Going to the market early 
in the morning, our typical 
housewife might come firs t to 
the egg sellers, with great 
loaskets and mounds of eggs 
of diff Prent s izes. Prices vary 
according to size, but the 
average is Y700 each (about 
30 cents in US money per 
dozen). 

Afler buying her eggs, she 
goes on to the meat sta11s. 
For most Chinese the word 
"meat" is under stood to mean 
pork; if any other meat is 
meant, the name of the animal 
prefaces the word "meat." 
The pork dealer has hi s own 
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stall, and sells nothing else; 
and the same is true of those 
selling beef or mutton. Pork 
sells for around 25 cents a 
catt y ( 1.1 pounds)" 

Haunches and great slabs ot' 
fresh meal hang on hooks 
around the stall as though on 
a ha track; each is stamped 
wit h the official sea l of the 
g~rnmcnL health i1rnpectiori 
s t.at.10n at the city abbatoir. 

Next, our housewife may 
buy some soya beans, or bean 
curd. The soya bean, which 
Ohina abounds in, is very 
nourishing and largely takes 
the place of milk, although 
in large cities such as Shang­
hai dairies sell bottled pas­
teurized mi.lk. 

Milk made from soya beans 
i;; easy to prepare and is ex­
cellent with local crullers or 

sesame seed-topped griddle 
cakes. Next to rice, wh ich is 
plentiful and cheap, soya beans 
are the cheape~ t staple food 
in China. Rice is not ~o ld in 
the market place. Whole 
shop~ are given over to it 
a lone. One does not usually 
buy a small qua nt ity at a 
time, like bread. Rice is dry 
r. nd t he refo re is kept in stock 
in a saek. 

The soya bean, rich in pro. 
tein, lacks calci um, but this i~ 

supp li ed by vegetables, of 
which thei·e is seemingly no 
end in China. Each part of 
the country produces different 
varieties of the same vege­
table, and the1·e are as many 
tasty ways of cook ing them as 
there are varieties. 

Going on to the fish section, 
the shopper finds a . tine of 

oval wooden tubs, 
full of water, in 
which the fish are 
swimming around. 
There is no doubt 
here that the fish are 

• Shanghai's 
mark.eta are 
well - stocked 

ft" u it 
today 
with 

varieties from all over 
the country. 

A section of the mar· 
ket specializing in sea· 

food. 

fresh! Each t ub has a 
smaller one placed 
above it, with a small 
tube from which water 
runs into the big one, 
allowing the fish to 
breathe. Now and then, 
the stallkeeper re­
plenishes the water in the 
small tub . 

After the customer points to 
the fi sh she wants the fish­
incng-cr thrusts his a rm into 
the tub up to his elbow, ties a 
stout straw through its gills, 
and it is plunked into her 
ba!<'ket 01· tied to the shop­
per's basket handle. 

Other tubs in the fish sec­
tion arc full of squirming 
eels, or live shrimps, clams, 
frogs, lob~te rs, and, in !'oea­
son, crabs by the hundreds. 
One curious sight is a tub full 
of bean sprouts; the beans 
are bedded in shallow water 
until their sprouts are an inch 
or more Jong. They are ex­
cellent with pork and soya 

sauce, a nd form an important 
ingredient in "chop suey." 

Next, to the chicken crates, 
which li terally surround the 
seller, their inmates clucking 
or surveying their it. ective 
consumers with a somnolent 
eye. The shopper points to a 
likely-looking fowl, which is 
brought out, and she prods ii 
all over. It i!'I weighed and 
paid for, to be cleaned and 
plucked at home, or the dealer 
will do it on the spot, gratis. 
Chicken sells for about 33 
American cents a catty . 

In former times, there waa 
many a squabble over a 
measly hen. A tricky mer­
chant wonld bloat it with 
water, or stuff its craw with 
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grain, and he might have add­
ed a little weight by soaking 
the heavy straw rope used to 
tie its legs. Such tricks are 
no longer practiced. With its 
legs firmly tied to keep it 
from taking wing, the chicken 
sits in the basket on top of 
the red and green peppers 
and the vegetables, jerking its 
head and blinking as the shop­
per departs. 

If OUT housewife wants cook­
ing oil, she mu st go to a reg­
ular shop, where peanut and 
other vegetable oils are sold. 
\X'hen it comes to appearance, 
the~e shops take .first prize, 
\'.' ith their aluminum or zinc­
covererl counters. Countless 
small dippers hang in rows, 
ready to ladle out the press­
ings of beans and seeds of 
many kinds into the bottle the 

shopper brings with her. 

Across the street from the 
· "supermarket" is a Cantonese 
food shop, selling all manner 
of dried and fresh things. 
There are dried squid, or cut­
tlefish , which look like dried 
leather but are delicious when 
cooked with po1·k, and dozens 
of other delicacies, for which 
Chinese food is justly famous. 

As a result of restored 
communications and the devel­
opment of modern trading 
companies operating on a 
national basis, hundreds of 
"new" products have appeared 
on the market. Food stores 
and markets are no exception 
and hardly a week passes 
without a new addition . being 
made. One the newest arrivals 
in Shanghai is the famed 

Hamikua--a sort of 
super honey dew 
melon-from Sinkiang 
province in China's far 
Northwe~t. 

There are probably 
more kinds of vege­
tables on sale in Shang· 
hai's markets than in any 
other city in the world. 

REPORT FROM SHENYANu----------

A Factory 1n New China 
------------JULIAN SCHUMAN 

SHENYANG, one of China's 
major cities, has Jong been 

known to the West as Muk­
den. Capital of the Ching 
Dynasty which was founded 
in 1644, the Manchu emperors 
used this city as the starting­
off point in their conquest of 
China. 

On September 18, 19 31, 
Japan used t he manufactured 
"Mukden Incident" on the 
South Manchuria Railway to 
begin wholesale annexation 
of Northeast China (Manchu­
ria) by occupying Shenyang 
and other big cities. In 1945, 
the Northeast provinces were 
returned to China. Many early 
battles of the Chinese civil 
war were fought in the North­
east, which was the first large 
area to be liberated in China. 

Since liberation, the North­
east has come into prominence 
in the West a.s the ~result of 
US allegations that it has 
been "severed" from China 
and "incorporated" in"to the 
Soviet Union. Cities like 
Shenyang allegedly are "over­
run by Russians," the locale 
of "slave labor" camps, etc. 

pUL~ING into Shenyang by 
rail, one is confronted 

by a skyline of smoking 
factory chimneys. About 18 
hours from Peking, the city 
reflects the fad that the 
industrial heart of China lies 
in the Northeast. One of the 
striking features of Shenyang 
is that" relatively few people 
are to be seen on the streefs 
during the daytime, because 
the great majority are at 
work in the many factories 
dotting the city and its out­
skirts. It is not until five in 
the afternoon that streets and 
stores begin to come to life as 
workers stop off to shop on 
t heir way home. -

One of the big indu~tries in 
Shenyang is the making of 
machine tools, the basic tools 
which make other tools 
and upon which all industry 
rests. The story of the Shen­
yang No. i Machine Tool Fac­
to_ry is typical of the North­
east. 

In Japanese hands the fac­
tory was an assembly plant 
turning out only tanks. To­
day it is mass~producing 
lathes, shapers, ·planes and 
other machine tools. Factory 
manager Wang, who looks 
younger than his more than 
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40 years, revealed that at the 
end of the Pacific Wai· the 
J apanese deliberately burned 
the plans and blueprints for 
the factory, and at the same 
time wrecked equipment to 
such a degree that it was im­
possible to operate properly. 

When the Kuomintang came 
in after VJ Day and took over, 
little was done to help the 
many workers who were un­
employed. Instead the officials 
attempted to fill their own 
pockets and began selling the 
plant's machinery piece by 
piece. Not only did things 
become more difficult for the 
workers but just before libera­
tion KMT- soldiers used win­
dow frames and doors for 
firewood and partially wrecked 
the foundry, processing and 
blacksmith shops. 

At the time of the libera-

tion of Shenyang in Novem. 
her 1948, the new government 
was the inheritor of a virtu­
ally wrecked factory, some 
run-down machines and a 
great number of unemployed 
workers. The first step was 
to give relief to the workers 
'hho had remained in the fac­
tory and to recall those who· 
had been laid off. Old ma­
chines were repaired and used 
to make new tools, and through 
the efforts of the workers, 
along with the help of Soviet 
technicians, the factory was 
able to get back on its feet. 

The setting up of a demo. 
cratic management system was 
an important factor in 
reviving the plant, Manager 
Wang emphasized. Thi s was 
done by establishing a factory 
management committee with 
representatives of government, 

Giant tr.'.lnsfonners for power installations are 
among the products being made in China. 

One of China's "boomingest" post-liberation indus· 
tries is fountain pen making. The millions of newly. 
literate workers and peasants keep up a steady demand 
which the industry is hard put to meet. 

management and the workers 
to decide on policy, produc­
tion, welfare and safety. 

In addition, a workers' com­
mittee, elected from among 
the ranks of the workers, 
passes on all production and 
policy matters. Before the 
workers' committee meets, the 
agenda is discussed · in the 
shops. 

Ideas and recommendations 
are handed over to the com­
mittee which then takes them 
to the factory management 
committee. The practical re­
sults of this system bear out 
the statement made by Man­
ager Wang: "More and more 
the worker:; began to realize 
they could run things. " 

Production in the No. 1 

Machine Tool Factory has 
risen steadily. About 75 per­
cent of the workers have 
made improvements in 
methods of wo~. At the 
same time, labor heroes­
such as Wang Wen-shan, who 
developed a new method of 
rr.aking oil ring~have come 
up with many innovation~. 
After a great deal of expen­
rnentation, Wang, who w.as 
lately an operator specializ­
ing in the cutting of oil rings, 
increased his output by 1,200 
times and at the same time 
impr~ved the quality of his 
product by 100 percent. 

The sum total of the new 
set-up in this factory has 
been a rise in both produc­
tion and wages. Under the 
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Japanese and the KMT, the 
work day, except for high­
ranking staff members was 
10 to. °12 hours and wdrke1·s 
generally were unable to earn 
enough to meet even family 
food requirements. Today, 
they work an eight-hour day 
and wages by 1950 were 12.5 
percent higher than in 1949 
in 1951 they were 15 percent 
above 1950, and last year they 
were nine percent above 1951. 

Along with a steady wage 
rise, Northeast workers re­
ceive subsidies for housing, 
fuel, light, water and electri­
city an1ounting to 20 )lercent 
r' their wages. All the un-
11eard of amenities in the old 
days are here now-nurseries 
for workers' children, clinics, 
rest homes, libraries and 
night schools where workers 
can learn to read and write. 

Befure liberation more than 
60 percent of the workers of 
Mukden were illiterate. As a 
result of study in newly-estab­
lished spare-time and night 
schools, illiteracy had been 
cut to 27 percent by last year 
and is scheduled to be entire~ 
ly wiped out this year. 

An inspection tour of 
this Northeast factory revealed 
no Soviet "overseers"-from 
the plant manager down all 
were Chinese, proud of their 
factory and frank to admit 
their praise and respect for 
the material and technical help 
from the Soviet Union . Equip-
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ment may be broken down as 
fbllo.ws: 30 percent left over 
by the Kuomintang, 25 per­
cent made in China since Jib. 
eration, and 45 percent im­
ported from t he Soviet Union 
and Czechoslovakia. 

For the first time women 
are working in enterprises 
like this machine tool plant. 
Paid on the same scale 
as the men, young women 
such as 21-year-old Wen 
Yung-yi first attend a factory 
training school before starting 
work in the plant. Wen Yung­
yi never worked in a fac­
tory before but after five 
months of training and 
apprenticeship she is able 
to work independently on a 
lathe. In view of the great 
expansion of industry, the 
trend is to train and hire 
more women workers. 

The overall impression one 
takes away from such a visit 
is that China's industrializa­
tion is not only ass!lJI'ed but 
wm become a reality quicker 
than most people think. A 
colonial-type assembly plant 
-and half wrecked at that-­
hardly more than four years 
ago, Shenyang's No. 1 Ma­
chine Tool Factory today 
would be a credit to any in­
dustrial nation. And one also 
comes away with the realiza­
tion that the embargo on 
trade with China hurts the 

"West far more than it does 
China. 

CHINA NOTES 

A Healthy Nation 
poREI GN visitors haYe described ne'' ' China a s "the world's 

most health conscious nation. " As the nation's 1953 health 
tampaign gets under way s tati stics reveal some of the advances 
made in health work since the fo unding of the government in 
October 1!)4!1, in sharp contrast to the lack of public health 
faci liti es and prevalence of disease and epidemics in China before 

In 1950, the First All-China l;iealth Conference laid down 
three principles: 1) Concentrate on workers, farmers and 
soldiers; 2) Emphasize prevention; 3) Unite modern and old-style 
doctors. As was noted at the nation's Second All-China Health 
Conference in P eking last December, epidemics have' been bNught 
under control, US germ warfare has been defeated, and health 
service for women , children and national minorities has been 
developed. 

Some of the results of the nation's health w'Ork in the past 
three years are: 

SICKNESS and mortality rates of workers in mines and 
factories has been greatly reduced. The number1 medi cal 

personnel has greatly increased. According to inve!ligations, by 
HJ50 there was one qualified doctor for every 800 workers in 
i 7,312 factories and mines. 

MORE than 300,000,000 people were inoculated against small-
pox between 1950 and the spring of 1952. There has been 

no incidence of smallpox . in any of the big cities. Throughout 
the entire country not a single case of cholera has been reported 
for four years. Plague has been brought under control. 

CARE of women and infants has ex.panded. The number of 
hosp itals ha. increased by six times and clinics by 31 times. 

There are now nine times as many public maternity hospitals 
and six and a half times as many private ones as in the past. 
More than 125,000 maternity workers have been trained or re­
trained. 

MORTALITY rates formerly were exceedingly .high among 
national minorities. In some cases minority nationalities 
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were actually dying out. For exam 1 . 
could be seen in v1"llag • . I p e, few children under 16 

es m nner Mo r · 
death rate has dropped shar I . th ng~ ia m the past. The 

, . P Y ll1 e vanous minority areas. 

CRECHES ll1 China, by the end of 1951 show . 
113 percent over pre-liberat · ' ed an mcrease of 

Nurseries and k"ind . t wn figures; totaling 14 435 e1gar ens were J f • · 
figures. Although last year's fi rure: ~o. ar above p~·e-liberation 
was a continuation of the upw:rd trea~~ not yet available, there 

The Second National Health C f . 
the tasks .for this year has ho~ erence in Peking, setting 
health movement in Ch' . : emp as1zed that the scale of the 
v· . . ma IS to be enlarg d A d' 

1ce-Mm1ster of Health Ho Ch . e · ccor mg to 
to continue the campai . eng, the chief tasks in 1953 are 
bree~ing grounds for t11:s a;:~nst ger~11 warfare, eliminate the 
beanng inse~ts, and popularize :e~~{~1~0;~· d.estroy all disease· 

Commentmg on the health d .· . cat10~. 
People's Dcii/y editorially noted ti t I ~ve I ~n Ch ma, the Peking 
by health organizations alo ia ea t work "cannot be done 
coordination between health ne .. There must be close links and 

S . . 01 gans and the people " 
ummanzmg some of last ear's . . . 

stated thRt more than 160 000 00t ,1ch1eve.ments, the paper 
Repaired sewage systems' tot~led tons. of rubbis h were removed. 
more than 175,000 miles of d'tch mote thlJ.n .20,000 mil es and 

l es and drams wer e dredged . 

Cooperatives Expanding 
CHINA's vast . · role . ti coope1 ative movement has played an in1po1·tant 

m 1e restorat10n d d 
Ec('Onomy. By th e end of 1 a~ evelopment of the national 
s upply and marketing coo e;:-:· ther~ were moi·e than 34,000 
over 140,000,000, a ri se o/abo~~v~~ ;'1th a total member ship of 

Throug!1out the country near! ' 00,000 over 1951. 
cooperativeii and 2 600 h 'd. Y 4,000 agricultural producers' 
been set up. ' an icraft producers' cooperatives have 

The extent of the cooperaf ' . 
seen from las t year's figu . i.' e network m China caTJ be 
tail trade was equivalent ~s 1 which reveal that cooperative re­
retail trade handled by b th ~ percent of the total volume of 
to 70 percent of governm~nt ~~;~h:~d. private firms. From 60 
handled by cooperatives In dd"t· est of Jarm products were · · a t 10n o su J • .. 
mg and other necessi ties th . . PP ymg food, cloth-
farm utens ils and fertilize1~s c~ope1 atives are also suµplier s of 

According to the p k" p 0 th e peasants. e mg eople's D ·z Ch' 
movement played a useful 

1 
. . . . ai .Y' · ma's cooperative 

. roe m imtiatmg the nation's drive 
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for good harvests in 1952. By buying up industrial crops, the 
cooperatives ensured supplies of raw materials fo r state factories. 
Besi des, 250,000 people have formed industrial cooperatives, and 
during the past year their total production ran into the hundreds 
of billions of Y 11an, the paper stated. 

Along with producer and consumer cooperatives, cred it co-
operl!l iyes have been assum ing an increas ingly important role 
ia th e coHntrysi de. Supervised and backed by the state-owned 
People's Bank, the cred it cooperatives have been absorbing idle 
moPey in the village~. The:y ha '.·e 0ccn able to provide more 
fund s fe r productive purpS&_es than the banks. could possibly man-

age alone. 
Working r\osely with agricultural cooperatives, mutual-aid 

teams and the trading, supply and marketing cooperatives, this 
credit system is helping to speed up Chin a's agricultural develop-

ment. 

Labor Insurance 
. 
in New China 

A REVISION of China's Labor Insurance Law has extended 
the benefits of labor insurance to the nation's rapidly-growing 

working force engaged in national constrnction. S ince the begin­
ing of thi s year, these benefits apply to all those employed in 
capital constructio l in manufacturing, mining or transport 
cnte1 prises and in state-owned co nstructi on companies. 

The old r egu lations, in effect si nce March 1, l!l 51, dealt only 
with rai lways, shipping, post and tele-communicatio~terprises, 
rind with factories and mines employing more tl1':n 100 work­
ers. In enterprises not covered in t he regulations, workers are 
covered by collective agreements. 

Under the revised law, benefits to workers have been raised 
consid erably. Total expenditure to be borne by management in 
labo r insurance funds, for medical expenses and wages for work­
ers on sick leave or on maternity J eav~. for e~:ample , go up by 

25 percent. 
In both state and priva te enterprises covered by the regula-

tions, management has to pay into the labor insurance fund a 
monthly sum equiYalent to three pet·cent of the total payroll. 
No expenses of any sort for services covered by the regulations 
are borne by the workers. 

Medical expenses for both occupational and non-occupational 
injuries or disease, for both manual and non-manual workers, are 
paid by management. Workers suffering from occupational in­
juries receive full pay during treatment and those suffering from 
non-occupational injuries or illness receive between 60 and 100 
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percent of their wages for six successive months (under the 
origi nal law they received between 50 apd 100 percent for three 
successive months only). After six months, they receive sickness 
benefits varying from 40-60 percent ·of their wages from the 
labor insurance fund (previously th ey received 30-50 percent 
for from three to six month s a nd 20-30 percent after six months). 

The revised regulations provide t hat a ll injured or sick 
workers are entitled to resume their jobs after recovery. 

As in the case of workers suffering from occupational and 
non-occupational di seases and injuries, s imilar r eadjustments 
have been made for disability 'a nd retirement. At the same time, 
for underground workers, worke1·s in chemical, munitions or 
simi l111· occupations, or workers who work regu larly in tem­
peratures below 32 degrees Fahrenheit or above 100 degrees 
l<'ahrenheit, th e retirement age has been lowered by five years with 
lc>ss strict qua lifi cations for retirement pensions. 

All women workers, manual or non-man ual, a1·e entitled to 
aight weeks' paid leave in normal cases of chi ldbi rth. The re­
vi sed 1·egulations provide for two additional weeks in difficult 
cases 01· birth of twins. Medical ex penses are bo rne by man­agement. 

In new Ch ina, labor insurance fund s are direct ly controlled 
by the trade union. Norma lly, 30 percent 11f the funds go into 
the central fund , which is direct ly at the '1isposal of the AJJ­
China Federation of 'Labor for the provision of such workers' 
ameniti es as rest hom es, sanatoria, homes for the aged, orphan­
:Jges and so forth. The remaining 70 percent is at the disposal 
of the trade union committees in each individual factory or enter­
pri se, lo cover pensions and other benefits. 

Northwest Cotton Mill 
THE Northwest's largest cotton mill has been in operation 

since last May. In the past, mo t woven cotton came from 
big cities in the east such as Shangha i and Tientsin. For ex­
ample, in central Shensi province, with a cotton-producing area 
of about 500 mi les east and west, only 25 percent of the cotton 
c1·op could be taken up by the local textile industry because of 
the shortage of mills. The rest went to the east to be manu­
factured and then returned to shops in the Northwest. 

The present factory is able to supply the needs of 7,000,000 
people, and its products are in great demand. All machinery 
in the new factory is made in China-every spindle, every screw. 
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. I - ix months while the floors were 
Actual con.struct10:. too:,~~/ a~sembled a'nd tried out. 
being put m'. :nae fill~~ e';,. factory has increased the numbel' 

The add1t10n ° e n . . b 100 percent and . di . the Northwest textile mdust ry y , 
of spm es 

111 
. h · . b 400 percent. 

the number of weavrni:\t~~~rl~:~~ p/ are equipped with t he latest 
The uuildrng and a . ttention is paid to workers' health. 

safety devices an.d special a . . tailed and the new factory 
Cooling and heatmg .syst.e~~ a 1 e ir:rge dining hall , dormitories, includes other amen1l1 cs . sue as a 
hospital, crcche and social clubs. 

Chairman Mao's Three Points 
RESSING the 4th session of the First N~tional Con~­

A D~ttec of the P eople's Political .consu ltMative Tc~-~~~~ 
. F b uary 7 Chan·man ao s 

c>nce in Pekrng on e .r ' hinese eople's s trug-
called for a strcngthenmg of thela Ct tl1e. sa~e time stated 

· t th US in Korea anc ' · . 
gle agams e . bl to' an immediate armistice with 
that Chrna was ag1 eea eb ttled later by negotiation. all outstand mg issues to e sc . 

In his talk, Chai1·man Mao made three pornts: . . 
f th US insistence on r etamrng 

J) Because o e k' ff of the ceasefire · . I its brca mg o war pl'l sone1 s anc · d the war 
talks, and the US attempts to ~exp~ust con~ 
the struggl e of the Chinese peop b t.,, t he US 

I . l'fi I China wants peace, u t inued and so a 1 ec · ' 
1 

d · Korea and 
. 'ts unreasona ble c eman s m ' 

does not g ive up 
1 

h .. '. th 1 t he Chin ese people are 
its plan to en large t e " ai · e i . r to attain 
determined to stand with the peo pl e of Ko ea 
a complete victory. . , 

2) China is lau nching a gigantic nation~! co.ns~·~, 
Th . b confronting the nat1011 is I 

lion program. . e JO ~ . learn from the experi-
C' Ult; therefore, it is nece~s,, i Y to · f the Soviet 
ences and the advanced scientific tech111ques o 
Union. d 

3) Bureaucracy within leading organizations an 

among cadres at differ
1
·ent lev~~ ~1:t~~n~7 ~~~~~:~~ti~~ 

order to carry out arge-sca. I unit 
it is essential for cadres at all! le~elt~:~e;:veeli~~~~te th~ 
with the masses of the peop e an\" ~ 
last vestiges of Lureaucracy. 
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MANY POLITICAL PARTIES MAKE UP 

CHINA'S UNITED FRONT 

THE Chinese Communist 
Party is the leading party 

in new China but it is not the 
only one; in fact one of the 
most important achievements 
of the present governme:it is 
its successful policy of uniting 
different political parties, 
forces and personalities in the 
common task of recon struction 
and development. Tenns such 
as "Red China" or "Com­
munist China" do not accura­
tely describe either the charac­
ter or the r ea l way in which 
this country is governed and 
led. This is a united front 
government of very wide pro­
pi;rtions. 

For example, the first 

JOSEPH STAROBJN 

Chinese Communist Party, 
there were no less than 10 
other political parties and 
associatio 1~s, representing R 

va1·iety of liberal, democratic 
and left-wing Kuomintang 
fo rces who had in one way or 
another opposed the Chiang 
Kai-shek dictator:;hip. Church 
g roups, nat iona l minorities 
and women 's organi zations 
a lso we1·e represented. 

meeting of the People's Politi-
cal Consultative Conference, 
(w'hich organized China's new 

government) in 1949, was a 
coming together of r epresenta­
tives of a wide variety of 
organizations, ranging from 
the All-China Federation of 
Labor to the All-China Fed­
eration of Literary and Art 
Circles. It included delegates 
from different army unitsr and 
every geographical area of 
China, In addition to the 

Actually, in the initial body 
of 662 delegates who formed 
a sort of constitutional con­
vention, lC represented the 
Communis t Party as such. 
Two of the other parties-the 
Revolutionary Committee of 
the Kuomintang and the Dem­
ocratic League - were reP­
r esented by the same number. 
Of course among the delegates 
from mass organizations there 
were many members of the 
Communist Party. But t.he 
idea of "one party dictator­
ship" or "exclusive control of 
the Central P eople's Govern. 
hands" is erroneous. 

Another example is to be 
fo und in the 185 minis ters in 
the Central P eople's Govern­
ment in P eking. As of October 
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1952 there were 66 Com-
1, . ' d leadi ng members 
mumsts, an . arty 
of other parties or non-p 

. In every government persons. . . J 
. II pi·ovrnc1al consu -body, m a d · all 

t· tive conferences a n m 
a I I · f 1iublic li fe the Com­

fie < 
5 0 

f I der · t conception o ea -
nhiun!sconst'sts of associating 
S IJJ ' . d' 
with themselves the lea .rng 

f the entire uni ted figures o 
1 

• ·me 
front against th.e olc I egi . 

. t Thi s 15 symbol1-anrl sUCIC y. 't 
d by the two chi,ef portra1 s 

ze · d · the Na-that arc> tarne rn . 
. ' l Day celebrations: tho~e 

t1 ona l Chair of Dr. Sun Yat-scn anc -
man ilfau Tse- tung. 

NE of the co mrades-i n-.arms 
Q of Dr. Su n is Li Ch1 -~en , 
todav one of the _five v1ce-
h . . en ,·n the national gov­c a1nn 

t He received me one ernmen · . · his 
sunny au tumn morning rn th 
· · p k. home· e modest e mg ' filler] 
lo,·clv courtyard was 

· . of flowers. with the frag1 a nee dfatherlv 
I i is a ~mtltng, gran . kl. 
~an with eyes that twrn e 
behi~d li ght- rimmed g lasses. 

The united front a~on.g 
China's many political parties ~s 
an outstanding feature of t te 

Ch . governmen • present inese . · d 
\'!:Tith the holding of nation-wi ~ 
elections set for this ve:ir, .Jo;"'~ 
Starobin's anicle is partJcu ar y 
timely. Mr. Starobin ihs han 

rman w o as American newspape onths 
spent the past few m 
traveling in China. 

Over tea and cakes, I asked 
him first about himself . and 
the Revolution ary Committee 
of the Kuomintang. 

He r elated first how ~~ter 
h Ncrthcrn Expedition, 
~v~ich saw the foundatio ns of 
the old China shaken by the 
victories of the united forces 
f the Kuomi ntang and the 0 

. I the dea th of Communists, an< 
Dr. Sun, the leadership of the 
KMi' had been usurped b~ 
Chiang Kai-shek. And afte1 
Chiang's blood-bath o~ Co~-

. t and progressives in n;um s s . to 
rn27, Li Chi-sen beg~n , 

I . how the g reat aims .,, f rea 1ze d 
Dr. Sun were bein g betraye . 

L. spoke briefl y of the 1932-
1 • J se 33 davs when the apane 

invade~·s pushed on beyond 
C"1.. h . despite the 19th .:rnang at, . Bv 
R te Army's r est. tance. . 
.ou h d rgan November 1933, he a o . . 

·, d a people's government m 
1,,e . south-Fukien .prov111ce o~ . 
east coast in cooperation with 
the Communists. I~ 194 4, ~s 
the rotting Chiang d1ctatorsh1p 
gave way before the Japanes~ 
offensives, he again und~rto~ 
guerilla res istance ~n Y 
January 1, 1948, the tune was 
ripe for bringi ng together 
-· e democratic and left-01vers f 

. KMT elements to orm wing · 't 
the Revolutionary Com~I -
tee of the party. Its '.1'.ms 
were to realize coalttrnn 
with the Communists a~~ 
a democratic governme ' 
that would achieve Dr .. Sun s 
principl es. " Instead, m so 
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many respects the Communist 
Party has not only realized but 
surpassed Dr. Sun's idea," 
said Li Chi-sen. 

"The most profound ex­
P~ience of these 20 years," he 
continued, "was my corning to 
unders tand this pivotal ques­
tion-that in the semi-colonial 
countries, it is the working 
class and its party which mus t 
lead. Without the support of 
the people who labor the rev. 
olution would have wavered." 

It had g1·own considerab~ 
since 1948, in fact doubling fla 
membership, 

Listening to this man who 
had started political life so 
far from t.he Communists, had 
played such a big role in the 
Kuomintang and had come by 
so many detours to cooperation · 
with the Communists, while 
r emaining distinct from th em, 
one could begin to grasp th e 
broad outl ines of the peoples' 
regime here. This united front 
character of China's present 
government and method of 
leadership is su1·ely one of its 
dis tinctive features and has an 
international importance. 

Many of the Committee'a 
leading membc1·s take a prom. 
inent part in the present 
government--not only the cen. 
tral g overnment in Peking but 
on provincial and municipal 
lEvels. One of its organizers is 
Tang Ping-shan, of the Central 
People's Go\·ernment Council; 
another is Ho Hsiang-ning, 
woman Minister for Overseas 
Chinese Affairs . 

I asked Li Chi-sen whether 
he, as a figure kn own to 
American s, had any special 
message for my own country. 
The vic.e-chairman seemed to 
welcome th <! ques tion. He re-
ca lled the fact that Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen once lived in San 
Francisco and Honolulu. "Te!J 
th e people of the United States 
that Dr. Sun's dream of inde­
pendence, freedom and equality 
fo1· China is being realized. 

"The measures we are 
And w hat was the functi on 

of hii s organization? 
It was, he replied, a center 

for rallying and educating all 
these who came from the 
middle classes and considered 
themselves true adherents of 
the original Kuomintang 
ideals. The Communist Party 
based itself on the working 
class in the firs t place; the 
Revolutionary Committee of 
the - Kuomintang Party was 
u~iquely a middle cla ss party. 

taking," he continued "clearly 
show that we want peace, that 
we are willing to co-exist with 
the United ·States and work 
fo1· peace. We do not wish to 
invade the United States and 
will not let others invade us." 

Li Chi-sen spoke of China's 
suffering under foreign aggres­
sion, and said: I hope that 
upon your return to your own 
country, you will explain to 
C\•eryone that we are against 
th e present tense s ituation. It 
is t ime to end it. " 
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BOOKS OF INTEREST 
Th US and the Far East'. 1945-

e Id M Vmacke. 1951. Haro · 
135 pp. Stanford University 

f d California. Pr~ss Stan or , 
Oxfo,rd University Press, 
London. Reviewed by D.F. 

HAT would Americans think if W . · t ud 'ng herself China insisted on rn r t 

it1lo a commercia l treaty between the 
U.S. and Canada? 

Nol{ at1 official statement. by ;~c;~; 
lary of Slate Byrnes . tn , 
" It is therefore dtsturbmg to 

· · · • ·•1, re ports that th. Government lo rece. - . 
ts d which might discussions are un er way . 

esult in the eslab lishmert of exclus•.ve 
r 1 over industnal Sino-Soviet • contra , nder re -
enlerprises it1 Manchurta. U p 
sent conditions, when ·. . . . oppor­
tunity in seeking parti.;t patton in. th.e 
economic development of Manchurta t]s 
denied Americans . . . [ such a. step 

would constitute clear d1scnm -
. · · · who migh t ination against Amencans . . in 

wish an opportunity lo par lt ct pate 
the development of Manchurian indusl.ryl 
and might place American commercta 

interests al a dist inct disadvantag:i;~ 
establishing future trade re lations 
Manchuria.' " 

Th t . f om the China White Paper 
a •S r . th book of 1949 quoted at length tn e 

under discussion. From the date of 
the treaty it will be seen that ti was 
between the Soviets and the Kuomm­
tang, not with the Chinese Com­
munists. But that is beside the potnt. 

The important aspect of the affa1~i;s 
that America was exceedmgly -
gruntled, and provoked :,, protest be -

cause China dared to s.gn a t '.eaty 
regarding her Northeastern provmces 
with her next -door neighbor. 

Al th e top of page one in '" The U.S. 
and the Far East, 1945-1951" the 

thor tells what this book is about : 
~'~t had come to be recognized that 
h U ' led Stales could not contmue 

t e nt 1· f non to follow its traditional po icy o . -
Jrtici palion in Europ~an politics rn 

~ime of so -called peace," and, of 
·n politics elsewhere all round course, 1 d Th fore 

the world, as later reveale , ere ' 
the sentence quoted might be para-

d " The u s could not phrased to rea : . . h f /ks' 
keep its nose ou t of ot. er o 

ff . ., The entire book ts devoted 
a atrs. U S must to two themes. 1) The , . 
meddle in other countries, and. 2) t he 
Soviet Union must retire behmd the 

d 'nto the snowy Arcti c wastes, Urals an ' coun-
and not even th ink abo.tit 
tries . 

All the facts presenle'.J in th is lttt/e 
volume are of common knowledge to 
anyone who has followed, ev.en super -
fi . II U S Far Eastern policy du rmg 
ic1a y, . . d Th r is nothing the years mentione . e e , 

t some amazing twists the new, exce p . These odd 
a11thor gives to history. . . 
I ts would make · this took, wt!h •.ts 

s an . . to d down a btt, professoria l dtc! ton ne 
exceilent history textbook for A".' ­

an an elementary schools, for use "' 
enc · h'ch the next grade after the one tn w i 
the kiddies have been told about George 
Washington and his little hatchet. 

D this book mention the fact that 
oes d d military action tn 

TrurnJn 9' ere . United 
Korea before consulttng Ille 
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Nations? That would be too shocking. 
Harken to Professor Vinacke: "But 
the action taken was on the basis 
of support of the UN rather than 
ostensibly in implementation of national 
policy. This was made possible hy the 
earlier transfer of the problem to the 
general assembly for solution." 
Now to be sure, the Korean p'oblem 
in general had been under dis-
cussion in the General Assembly; 
here the reader is given to suppose ·the 
author refers to the outbreak of hostil ­
ities. In the following paragraph, he 
elaborates on this theme, that the US 
intervened mi litari ly only after protests 
by the UN to the " northern front. " 
He says: " When it was reported on 
June 25, 1950, that the territories of 
the Republic had been invaded by the 
forces of the northern regime, the U.S. 
requested an immediate meeting of the 
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Security Council. The Security Co\11-
cil, by a 7 to 1 majority, issued a 
'cease-fire' order and ordered the 11• 

tirement of the northern forces bad 
beyond the 38th parallel. Neither 
order was obeyed. The U.S. immedja. 
tely began sending munitions to Ko11a 
and soon made clear its intention o/ 
giving air and naval support to tll! 
Korean government. " In the nut 
paragraph, for the third time hf 
belabors this point: " . it was 
the policy of the U.S. to relate its 
own action to U.N. policy, whi~ 

insisting on the necessity of action and 
itself laking action." 

Another twist the author gives to 
history is even more startl ing. We 
learn that " After May 1'140, on ly the 
United States and ttie Soviet Union 
had the power to act. The latter, 
however, concentrated its attention on 
expansion into eastern Europe, 11 Ht 
leaves it at that, without going into 
horrible detail about how, without 
warning, the Soviet Luftwaffe, 
Wehrmacht, and Panzertruppen overran 
Germany and laid waste that peace· 
loving country! 

According to Professor Vinacke, the 
Washington Conference put Japan on 
her honor to observe the Nine Powe1 
Treaty. Honor, forsooth! The honor 
of Japanese militarists! The author 
continues: " This indicated an Ameri­
can intention to rely on legal and 
moral restraints rather than on physi· 
cal power to secure respect for inter­
national engagements." 

Now this is just the sort of tripe 
to be taught to American youngsters 
who must be shielded from the facts 
of life. The truth is that the U.S. 

had a substantial understanding with 
Japan, and was del iberately backing 
Japan in her aggression in China' s 
Northeast, hoping to direct Japanese 
expansion away from the U.S. and 
European preserves in Asia and 
toward the Soviet Union. Al the 
time, the American imperialists cer­
tainly knew there was danger of 
Japan's gelling out of hand, but they 

continued their pol icy anyway. 

The professor tells quite accurately, 
and with an undertone of apology, the 
dreary tale of American policy vis-a­
vis Japan from the high ideals of the 
surrender days to the abandonment of 
the program of reform, and the feverish 
build-up of Japan as an American 
war-base. He is, however, inclined to 
soft-pedal Japan' s own foreign policy, 
especially regarding China's North­
eastern provinces, and Korea. "Korea 
first became involved in difficulty and 
found her status threatened by Japan 
and Russia. Ultimately Cin 1910) she 
became a part of the Japanese Empire 
by formal annexation. This was ac­
complished as · a result of two wars, in 
relation to both of which the United 
States officially stood apart as 

declared neutral." 

There. Not a word about the agony 
of that little country, invaded and 
subjugated, at the cost of frightful 
suffering, by the Japanese war party. 
From his statement, one would gather 
that the whole thing was Korea' s fault 
for being in the way, and pulling 
Japan to all the trouble of conquering 

her. 

This book contains one, and only 
one, mention of Mao Tse-tung. 

its head Mao Tse-tung, re­

ferred ;o the problem of disposing of 

the opposition of some three lo four 
hundred thousand 'band its' who might 
be guerrillas." And that is all. A 
two -and -one -half line brush-off, and 
that disposes of the man who brought 
about the greatest renascence in 
China's history, and is now the 
honored and beloved leader of a 
nation of hal f a billion p~ople. 

About India: its fears, 
based on its location, at the Soviet 
union." In the first place, there are 
three countries, China and Afghanistan, 
and Iran between India and the Soviet 
Union. And whence, one wonders, did 
the professor's information come? 
Did he go to India and question the 

300 000 000 inhabitants as to thfr 
fea;s? 'Or even three inhabitants? 

In what seems to be an apology for 
some aspects of American policy, the 
author says, " Al the end of World 
War I I, American Far Eastern policy 
was based upon the view that post-war 
China would become the stable leading 
power in the Far East and that China 
would be unified and s . d under 
a government friendly to the United 
States in case of conflict in the area 

By l 948, however, it seemed 
to be clear that, at the best China 
would remain a problem in Far 
Eastern politics . 

For "friendly" read " subservient," 
and one would be nearer to the truth. 
As for China now being a problem: she 
is that. only to the busybodies in the 
Pentagon. China is no problem to 
herself. Chi::~· s internal affairs are 
geared to clear track, and full steam 

ahead. 
Let us not be too hard on Professor 

Vinacke. He is, after all, living on the 
seamy side of that Iron Curtain, and 

must watch his step. 
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Report to Readers 
Q NE of the more lurid clippings received this past month 

was a syndicated column by one Victor Riesel who 
purported to give his readers the real "inside" about 
American pri soners of war in North Korea. 

.While. basically a re-hash of the old and a lready dis­
credited lme that American POW's are being mistr.aated 
~nless they agree to embrace Communism, Riesel has dulled 
n up to a point wlmre it almost bears comparison with the 
best of Perry Mason. Repl ete with such super-charged 
words as "ghastly", "injured", "maimed" "executed" 
"slaughtered", "mangled", "beheaded" :'buried-alive"' 
"killed", "tortured", "dead" 'and "died", it also has a full 
list of super-thriller characters, the drawing of which would 
tax the most inventive of mod ern who-dunnit authors. 

There are the "political police" and the "agitation­
propaganda chiefs" who "brain-wash" the POW 's (in 
between the "beheadings," we presume), but one of the ;11ost 
rernar~able c ~aracters of all in this tale of the midnight 
ten-or is the Soviet doctor bearing the fin e imaginative name · 
~. "~ulooharoff" who, Ri esel tells us, killed two G.I.'s by 
lllJectmg germs into them. 

Oth er lead ing characters are the "Third and Seven 
group doctors" who performed the remarkable feat of 
draining "1,700,000 pints" of bl ood from the POW's. No 
m~tter how ~ou look at it this is something of a medical 
n11rac!e. This becomes readily apparent if you add up t.he 
blood supply of the 11,55!) UN POW's held by the North 
Koreans and Chinese. At an average of 12 pints per man, 
the average ~mount for a human being, the grand total would 
b~ 138,708 pmts-a figure rather short of the .1,700,000 pints 
Riesel states to have been obtainej- And this figure pre­
suppo~.es that the POW's were drained of all their blood, 
111 which ease they wouldn't make very good Communists 
(or anything else). 

Almost equally as absorbing is Riesel's description of 

----------------------------------------------------

I 

how the "brain-washing" of the POW's (w'hether before or 
after their blood-draining, he doesn't say) is carried out. 
"The fi rnl mental assault on our eaptured troops," he says, 
"is made by members of the American Communist Party now 
in China. They are aided by 'Americans' such as John 
Powell, now a Shanghai editor (of the China Month/Jy 
Ueview ) ." 

}fore, Riesel violates the rule i;o carefully observed 
throughout the rest of the column. He has mentioned a 
person who really ex ists, th e R('riew's editor. However, it 
is the only mis-step in the entire column which otherwise-­
including the edito r 's supposed preoccupation with " mental 
ussau lls" on the American POW's and the questioning quota­
tion marks surrounding his des ignation as an American-is 
strictly for the birds. 

Winding up this little thriller, Riesel tells us where he 
got his plot: "There are little side streets in Portuguese 
Macao . . . w:hich are filled with the headquarter s of P.nti­
Communist Chinese operations." 

And, unless Macao has changed radically since our last 
Yi sit, th ese "little si de streets" are filled with a number of 
other things-brothels, black market cu rrenc dealers, 
gambling dens and, undoubtedly closest to Rit!!;el's heart, 
dollar-a-pipe opium dens, where for a buck or two one can 
work up about any kind of pipe dream one desires. 

WHILE on the subject of clippings, we'd like to make a few 
cons tructive suggestions to an anonymous "reader" in 

Hongkong. A couple of month s or so back we began re­
reiving little envelopes stuffed with clippings from this 
"admirer." At first he contented himself with merely dis­
patching a carefully selected bunch· of clippings every few 
clays. More recently, he has, demonl'ltrating a shrew·dness 
almost equal to that of Riesel, begun to write subtle little 
notes on the margins. 

A typical one, scrawled across a clipping about the 
Slansky trial in Czechoslovakia, read: "Go home you fool!" 
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Since our correspondent declines to put his real name and 
return address on the envelopes, we must of necessity express 
our thanks in print. 

We always welcome a new member to that group of 
interested readers who take it upon themselves to suppl y us 
with clippings. We don't even mind numbering a hostile one 
among the group.. In fact, our newest correspondent appears 
to be so well-placed-having. access to the airmail editions 
of the New York Times, the London Economist arid other 
such publications-that we suspect we are now coming in 
for some attention from those who spend the US governmtn t's 
$100,000,000 Project X sl ush fund. 

Along with our tha nks, however , we would like to sui::-gest 
that he broaden his coverage. The P rague trials---or at least 
t he US news agency version of them-along with " informed" 
g uesses as to which prominent Soviet or Eastern European 
official is to be arrested next, are getting rather dull. I'er­
haps a little more attention to Western press coverage of 
China-we save all we get, having several folders full of clips 
about as choice a s Ri esel's column-would be better. 

THE REPORT is .short this month because this is the section 
we always write at the last momen~and the lasJ; moment 

caught us with two editors on sick call, and the other editor 
with his hands full trying to catch typos at the printers. 

Since we have eight staff members altogether who handle 
everything from sweeping t he floor to mailing the issues to 
writing edits, a ny mino1· illness on the part of anyone of us 
causes something of a crisis at the office. With two editors 
down, this is rather a major catastrophe which might set back 
the next issue somewhat. 

P.S. "Our a.pologies to those readers and contributors 
who are waiting for a nswers to their letters. Always rushed 
to keep up with our corre:>pondence, we've had to let it slide 
even more than usual t he past month;. 
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