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---------------------· harassed by legislators who do not 
represent the people, and who in­
cidentally vote themselves fat pensions 
We fight back as best we can, but w~ 
shouldn't have to fight. 

LETTERS 
From the People 
Comments from rende rs on current. 

l.oJ?l~a are cordialJy invited: th<'ir 
opin1onH, however, do not ncc<.>fli:inrily 

~~:~hl;tn:Vhi:w.vicw~ of the China 

---------------------· 
FROM THE U.S.A. 

Hermosa Beach, California 

It has been a great thrill to read 
how the new China has been controlling 
her rivers. We here suffer, year after 
year, seeing our precious top soi/ 
wasted away into the sea because the 
Power Trust succeeds in blocking 
government control and the cheap 
power and light wh ich is our right 
. Prices and taxes are prohibiti~ely 

high. I have four grandchildren and 
I am so fearful for their future. 
Myself, I am facing the setting sun 
anyway so I do not matter, but the 
children, the children ! How can we 
train them to be honest wi th venality 
on every side? ' 

I am on old age pension and we 
elder citizens are constantly being 

We are t rying to do our bit in the 
struggle for world peace and for a 
cease-fire now in Korea, but it is 
uphill work with practically every 
agency of communication against us . 
I know the people want peace, but 
they are so fearful, it's pitiful. 

K. C. Y. 

Delaware 

Being one of those An1ericans, and 
there are many though inarticulate 
who believe the day will soon com~ 
when China and America are friends 
on a new basis of nationa l equa lity, 
I want to apologize to the Chinese 
people for the deplorable acts of 
shooting Chinese POW's on the third 
anniversary of the founding of their 
new republic. Having been a Marine 
during part of World WM II I know 
that this type of treatment ~f human 
beings doesn' t have to happen, even 
under very trying circumstances. Good 
luck and continued success with the 
Review! 

J . c. s. 
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Missouri 

I take the Review 
so I ca.o hear about 
our boys who are 
POW's. Am glad the 
Chinese are treating 

our boys kindly. Am 
sure they know our 

boys do not want war 
or like war. All Am­

ericans are not war-

China Monthly Review 

minded. Most of us love peace and Minnesota 
we want to be fr iends with our neigh- I was wondering if you had by any 
bors. I hope some day we can live chance run across the name of my 
in peace and be friends with all brother who was taken prisoner in 
nations. February 1951. I had hopes of an 

S. R. M. early truce but the us government 

r-:-.:;---~-------------~~--~-

1 ~~SSON FOR PEOPLE AT HOME 
To the Ed i tor: 

To attempt to wrote one's impressions of China briefly is and must 
always be rather ridiculous, especially for a traveller who has only been 
in the country for two months. 

At first I thought I could not attempt it, but on second thought 
there were one or two things I wanted very much to say, 

I am from the West and at one time I did my best to master the 
theory of socialism. But it is not easy for ordinary people to keep their 
faith in a theory when it is utterly divorced from practice, and lately 
I had come to identify myself more and more with the philosophy of 
despair which is a symptom of western malaise. 

I have a family of six children and had come to feel that they were 
growing up in terrible times-times of chaos and fear, tim ~s when youth 
had nothing before it except struggle, disil lusion and unhappiness. 

Since I came lo China I have felt that we are all li ·;ing in marvelous 
times- that the youth of all the world is fortunate to be alive and young 
today because the old philosophies of despair are going down under the 
great weight of a philosophy of hope, and many of them will live to see 
it triumph over the whole world. 

The future is bright, and for many of us who had lost faith in it, 
this is the overwhelming impression left on us by a visit to new China. 

The people who have taught me lo .think as I do now are the common 
people of China. I have seen some of the results of almost unbelievable 
feats of labor and cooperative effort, and in the capacity of peace delegate 
from New Zealand I have been privileged to meet many distinguished 
people who have taught me a great deal. 

But I have also been privileged to grasp the hands and look into 
the smiling faces and steady, confident eyes of countless Chinese people-

l 
I 

the workers, peasants and children. It is they who have driven the lesson 
home. It is them I shall never forget and never be able to pay for all 
they have done for me. They have given me the thing that is perhaps 
what mankind needs most and what so many of us in the Wc;t have been I 
livi ng without faoth in and love for the human race . 

Things l ike personal impressions of a country, even when it is as I 
vast and be autiful as China, pale before the enthusiasm and urgent desire I 

L
ie have seen here to win peace now and to secure it for always. 

MARGARET GARLAND j 
---------------------------
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isn't interested in a truce at all. 
Over here Truman is running around 
the country like a rooster with his 
head cut off. They don' t give the 
poor boys a minute's thought. 

My mother is 77 years old and her 

only hope is to see my brother again. 
She's had one very serious heart 
attack, and I certa inly hope and pray 

he can get home to her in time. 

Mrs. S. J . H. 

• • • 
C2!ifornia 

The latest joker in the local news­
papers was an ar t icle aLout how we 
next-of -kin of POW' s were being made 

to pay ransom for information about 
our men. Said ransom consists of our 
subscribing to some publication for 
$23 a year. Said it was distributed 
by a Roland Wong in Hongkong. I 
am wondering what the name of the 
publ ication is, because I would like to 
subscribe. I already get People' s 
China, but inasmuch as th is is only 
about $3 a year, it must be some 

other publication. I' m quite dis­
appointed I haven' t received one of 
these " ransom" notes, because I wou ld 
certainly subscr ibe. How stupid does 
our government think we are? 

Th en this new item about Us. Qu inn 
and Enoch be ing " tortured" to confes' 
to germ warfare. Released by the 
pre ss just before the question of BW 
comes before the United Nations. 

l~ADE~S~ Q~;;;ONS------~--~:~0~~,0:~~~, ,;;~~~;;;:~·;;~·,~~~~.;~~~~' ~~~~g;: ~~0:h:~ -
know that the absent member is doing a job that will benefit 

eYcryone. A NUMBER ~f reade~s abroad have written to the Review in past 
months asking specific questions about conditions in new China. 

We welcome these inquiries f0r they give us some idea of what readers 
are interested in knowing. Here are some of the questions asked in 
rn:ent letters from foreign readers. 

• • 
QUESTION: have ju;;t read a long article in mv news-

;~pe:· about. ~Jaye labor in China. It goes into grea
0

t detail 
. ou the ~ill!ons of. forced laborers on the construction pro­
Jects, and I m wondering 1f this is truc-R.T.L., New York City. 

"."NSWER: One of our .editors recently vi s ited the huge 
~uai ~Iver Con~t.ruct1on Project, at the s ite of the San Ho Flood 

I 
tte h111 North Kiangsu. There were G0,000 workers on the job 

I
I ; w om 50 ,000 were on e2rthwork , 3,000 were technicians and 

i,000 were transport workers. Since contro l of the H . R" . 
means an end to d d f fl 1 ua1 1ve1 
th . ·k . cca cs o ooc sand mi se ry, the great majority of 

ese wo1 c1 s, as on• other sect ion s of the vas t H . t . 
ants who have volunteered fo. th . b E · h ~ OJCC' a1e peas-
is p ·d d" 1 e JO · ac pc1son on earthwork 
in ai accor mg to the quantity of earth he moves, and a slid- ' 
ex~:~ge ~ca~e ap.plics according to the difllcully of the work. For 
to d. p e, I~ er '.ates are paid where the earth is more difficult 

~· or w ere it has to be carried greater di s tances. 
mentsh::~erage d~'~1.·ker earns more than hi s dail y food require-

, . 111 a I ion the workers get free housing medical 
care (ifncluding neces!'<lry hospitalization) and tra;eling ex 
penses rom their home v·ll t h -
near each site offe I ages . o t e work site. Cooperatives 
level Th r goods at pnces below the general market 

. ese peasant volunteere work on the project during slack 

4 China Monthly Review 

• • 
QUESTION : enjoy the Review, and am glad to see that 

things are progressing so wel l in China. However, you have 
carried reports that Cath olic nun s have been killing the infants 
in the orphanages under their control. I can't believe this and 
I wi sh you'd explai n it.-P.L.B., Chicago. 

ANSWER: It may be difficult to believe that Catholic 
orphanages in China ,~·ere guilty of criminal negligence regard­
ing the children entrusted to them, if not worse; but the records 
kept by these same mi ss ionaries prov e it. 

When sc,·eral of th e deleg ates to the peacl' conference held in 
Peking las t Octohr went through Nanking, they vi sited- the Sacred 
Heart Home for Children , formerly a Kuomintang-nm institu­
tion, which had been taken over by the Catholics in September, 
l948. Examining the original regi st ration books, the delegates 
saw clearly how cold-bl oodedly Chinese infants and children 
had been treated bv the nuns. From the time when the Calho­
ii cs took over until . .January 1951 , out of 530 children 377 had 
died, while more th~n 100 r.hildren were given away or sold just 
before the Kl\IT fled from their capit.::il in 1949. 

These record s, and a talk with so me of the 57 children who 
wrvive<l the years of Catholic directi on, r evealed an incredible 
~allou sness on the part of the nuns. The first registration book 
they kept showed l ()~ n~mcs and 118 deaths; the second, 83 
names and 72 death s ; and the third, 254 names and 187 deaths. 
In almost every case the child was baptized the day before death, 
r;.ttesti ng to the fact that the nuns were more interested in send· 
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How coincidental! 

Mrs. R. B. M. 

New York City 

I am se nd ing you a clipping of a 
statement .made by Norman Thomas. 
His d1stort1ons of the truth . . , misrepre-
sentations and half-truths are horrify­
ing, and I regret that a man of his 

-------------·--. -

integrity and good reputation should 
be so deceived about the true state of 
affairs in China. What can we, who 
have been reading about China for 
years and know wel I the characters of 
the lead.ers of the large;t and greatest 
people in the world, do to let the 
people know the truth about China? 

Mrs. J. L. M. 

(Continued on page JOB) 

·---------------------. 
ing spirits to heaven fhan . . . I 

On h m savi ng lives. 
eac page of the registratio b k 

for the date of death. 't . d ·m n oo . a space was reserved 
orphanage or kinderga;·t:n l=d i. cult .to be lieve that a school, 
would normally anticipate, ti m1tdtmghmfants or sma ll children 

h 
1e1r eat s Tl • 

more, s ow that many children h 1 '. 1e reco rds, further-
before they di ed a refutat" ac been m the orphanage months 
abroad that thei/ orphanag~~nino~~hc s tory .sp re<~ d by Catholics 
ren who were abandoned d ma took m infants and chi'd-

an on the verge of death. 

QUESTION: What's ha i 
Russians" who f l . l pened to the Llio-u sands of "Wh 'te 
China ?-L.H H oSramnerl~. lived in Shang hai and other cit1'es !of 

• ., 
1 Ianc1sco. 

ANSWER: In rec t 
of "White Ru ss ians" hen .years th e communities made up 
Revolution and theirwdo em1gl rated at the Lime of the Russian 

II 
escenc ants have g. 

sma er. The first big e d ' iown progressively 
Pacific War when th Sxo .us was shortly after the end of the 
free of charge all vlhoe w i ~~:it ~o~etrn·ment offered. to repatriate 
s.hanghai and other cities seve r i e u1 n Lo the Soviet Union. In 
s1an community accepted the ~l thousand members of the Rus-

In ddT I o er. 
· a 1 JOn, arge numbers of "Wh · 

emigrated-and are sti' ll . t · 1te Ru ss ians" have . em1gra mg f .0 Cl · 
tnes such as the United St t - 1 111 ima to other coun-

Th . · a es and Canada 
ere are still seve ral thous 1 t · 

who took out Soviet citizen h. anc s ateless Ru s. ians and those 
was offered them s ip papers when the opportunity 

h h some years ago by th e S . t 
w o ave elected to remain in China · ovie government 
as other foreign res idents d . They have the same right~ 
business or other activities a~n us::!. about their professional, 

~ China Monthly Review 
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The Month in Review 
• The American Press 

• Foreigners Visit China 

The American 

and China 

Press 
News 

THE people of 
the United 

States generally 
consider t h e m­
selves as among 

the best-informed peoples of the world. There is much 
talk about freedom of the press, and various public 
officials, from the Secretary of .State on down, frequent­
ly tell other nations that they would do well to imitate 
the United States in this respect. 

Likewise, Americans are regularly reminded of 
their good fortune, it being declared that others, such 
as the Soviet and Chinese peoples, are subjected to all 
sorts of tyranny by bad governments largely because 
they lack a free press and are thus generally uninformed 
of the true state of affairs in the world. American 
newspapers themselves spare no pains in making this 
point with their readers. For instance, the New York 
Tirnes, most influential paper in the United States, car­
ries the proud slogan beneath its masthead: "All the 
news that's fit to print." 

For the past three years-the period since the estab­
lishment of the new Chinese people's government-we 
have been painfully aware of the fact that most news­
paper and magazine readers in the United States have 
been getting almost nothing but misinformation about 
China. Sitting in Shanghai and looking through 
various publications from the States, we regularly read 
of floods and other disasters which didn't take place, 
of famines which do not exist, of the jailings and "mys-

January 1953 
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terious" deaths of Chinese and foreigners-some of 
whom live only a few blocks from us-who continue to 
walk the streets as spryly as we. At times we almost 
wonder if some horrible mistake hasn't bPen made; that 
perhaps there are two places called "China," the one we 
live in and another one the paper s write about. 

A number of people in America to whom we have 
mentioned this situation in our letters have replied that 
this is because the ed itors and correspondents are them­
selves misinformed. and that the s ituation would be 
easily corrected if they kn ew the truth. Some friends 
have suggested that American ed itors and correspond­
ents would welcome our writing to them and "setting 
them st raight" on conditi ons here. 

RECENTLY we took this ad\·ice to heart and made an 
attempt to do just that. In October we went up to 

Peking for the Asian and Pacific Regi on ~ Peace Con­
ference and, noting that a number of US papers were 
carrying considerable comment on the conference, 
thought that some of thl'!Tl might be intcrestc>d in hav .. 
ing on-the-spot reports by American newspapermen. 

The ed itor and associate ed itor of the Rrl'iPw sent 
cables to ] 3 well-known US nt•wspapers, including the 
New J'ork Times, the Wushi11r1tn;1 f>ogf, the Chicauo 
81111-TimPs, the DPu1·(.,. Post, the St. Louis Post -Dispa tch 
and Ba/ti11101·r 81111. Only the Christian Sci('J1cr, Monitor 
accepted the offer. Th e other 12 not only did not ac­
cept, but did not even answer the cables. The Christian 
Science M nn it or took daily stories for the first week 
and then discontinued its coverage right in the middle 
of the conference, just as the delegates began the all­
important work of drafting the resolutions. 

It might be argued that a few of these papers felt 
that the conference was of no particular significance or 
interest to American 1·eaders. However, it is unlikely 
that a full dozen lead ing United States papers would 

8 
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. . 11 since several of them carried feel this way, especia Y f 
. t on the con erence. 

extensive c~mmen "ble to conclude that these 12 leading 
It is on. Y possi merican press sold their read-, 

representatives o~. the A N t only did they not show 
h t · thi s rn stance . 0 h 

ers s or 111 • . . th e spot co\'erage of t e 
any interest in o.bta111111i~ffm:~ l tl~em but they deliber-

f hen it \Yas o c1 ct · k ~ 
con erence w I ·epo1·ts <ratl1ered in Hong oni, h to re Y upon i . " . 
atclly; Joys~ both not oriou s clearing ho~s.es for rn1s-
anc O< . ' . . l rossip about Chrna. 
information, rurno1 s dml_tg .of the information about 

T · I of the qua 1 Y ,, . 
yp1ca ... ·.I LI' . suth ''listening posts \\as 

the conference a\ ,u a e 111 
· f. Tokyo on 

. . . · , l b . [ "11 it cd Pn'-~S 1 om 
the story Cell I _1u t \ l · "It is hard to set' how the 
Octob:r 1.2. \\' h ich . s .. a. e\: ations l'ca,cc Con frrcntc' held 
great A~·nan and P,1ctf1c . b" . f\011 if the~ Reds had 

· I l ha vc bef.'n a 1ggci 
in Pekrng cou ( Th . ine old frllo\Y-tran'llers-

d ·t that \\ .. tV c s,1 d 
planne I ' . , .. h p ls clairncd - turnl'd up an 
from 89 countnesl. l t tfre<~c~lenu;1ciations of 'rnpita~ist 
gaYe t~c :ame ,.o t ' .·.!" st encirtlcmc11t.' But the ring 
aggress10n and lmp: 1 1 ~1 1. ,, 

of condction was m1s s111g-. 1 . h oes not onlv to the 
h . t of coYeragc, \\' i 1c g . . US 

T is ype .t all dailv papers in the ' 
leading newspapers bt~ o .·'can 'p0.nple understand the 
can hardly help thl' me1 fl '. 1ce wherP real people's 

. .fi f a 1wacc con e1 c1 , . 
s1g111 cance. o ' II . lk. f lifr reached una111mous 
repr esentatiYcs from a \\at s. ol l rn~ fa~im~ the Arncr-

h urgl'n p!O) c ,., ' · ' · 
agreement on sue . l(oi·e" the r0militanza-r the war ln . '" ican people as cm rng ' t f a Third \Vorlcl War. 
. J d thl' threa 0 ' . f bon of apan, an t .d ·cport n•iwescntalJ\·e o 

It is a flip, arrogant .. s up~\'e1~ts in 'c1i;na by obsPrvers 
the type of coverage given " ·. t . Hongkong and 

. d . UCh "vantarrc p0111 S clS • stabone 111 s .~ 

Tokyo. tter is. The people of the 
The fact of the m<lt .. fo.1·n1ed of conclit!ons in 

. t - not on ,. un111 ·h·l United Sta es ai e · .. f . 1 The respons1 1 -t . ·"blv m1s111 m mec. . . h 
China, but are e111 . I the ed it ors nnd pubhs -
ity for this rests square Y upon 

9 
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ers of the major US newspapers, !'lews agencies, 
magazines and radio networks. As our recent experience 
with a representative group of American newspapers 

.demonstrates, they perform this disservice deliberately 
and cannot plead ignorance or inability to do otherwise. 

The distorted coverage given China by the US 
press brings into question the quality of its coverage 
of other countries and other subjects a11d, finally, can. 
not but raise doubts concerning its claims to be th':! 
most free and responsible press in the world. 

Forejgners 

Vjsjf China 

WHILE US officialdom busily 
tries to erect ~-t "bamboo cur­

tain" around China and delights 
in telling tales about the difficul­
ties of foreigners here. a constant-

ly increasing number of people from countries all over 
the globe are finding, through personal experience, that 
so far as the government and people of new China are 
concerned there is no curtain, bamboo or otherwise. 

Witness, for example, the recent extensive tours 
of China mad e by the hundreds of delegates to the 
peace conference in Peking. From scores of countries, 
these men and women, representatives of every point 
of view from Christian Science to socialism, not only 
saw with their own eyes the great things that have 
been accomplished in three short years, but also receiv­
ed a tumultuous welcome from the people everywhere 
they went. 

The professional distorters of new China are sure 
to talk about a "put-up job," that all this was staged. 
But, as one New Zealand woman delegate remarked, 
after her group had received a colorful, tremendous 
ovation along the streets of ancient Yangchow, "You 
might be able to get everybody out to wave at us, but 
how could you force them to express so much en­
thusiasm?" 

JO 
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h but talk with Visitors not only travelC~~eryw fre~:.,; the factory 
the ordinary people of t~na, easa~t who has just 
worker in the Northeast t~ t~n p The Review editors, 
received his o~n land nea~f a;ace delegates, joined them 
who accompamed groups f s They were answered 
in asking hundreds o~ ~ue: 1011 the visitors were asked 
fully and frankly, and mT u.rn, of what they saw. 
for their opinions an en ic1sn 

eace delegates were not the first 
However, t~ese P . - the past three years many 

to visit new Ch ma; dur{~!in America, Europe, Bri~ain, 
people have come f[oJ: ia-parliament ~bers, arti~ts, 
the USA, Southeas s 11 k wn in t heir countries, 
businessmen-s.ome wen -a~~ women. And today, for­
others just ordmary me t d China far better than 
eign visitors ~ee and ~~~~~st~: past, who clustered to­
those ''old Chu~a h~1:1 s . their offices and clubs. They 

!:~h~ft;l: :e t~~g r~a~e~h~~a and cared less. 

ffi · 1 r :ibout China con­A LTHOU~H the spa;e .~f· 0 b~~~m~~~ -more difficult ~o 
tinues m the Wes ' I bis here and seen the solid 

th ho have een · th prevent ose w ch· from spreadmg e 
- h tf; of new ma "R d'. aceomphs men · . harder to stick the e 

truth; and it ~s bec?mmg they do so many shades of 
label to them, mclud1~g. as 
social and political opm10n. . . 

h ·r own people of their rich 
As these visi~ors tel~ tCeh1. the "bamboo curtain" 

· enences m ma, · · 
and movmg exp _. rke the empercir' s imagmary will vanish away Just I 

clothes. 
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Vision of Sanity 
Anita Willcox 

S EVEN short weeks -are not enough to enable one to know an 
individual, much less the 475,000.000 individual s in a coun­

try as vas t as China; but it is possible to receive sharply-etched 
impress ion s. Many of us from the \Vest who have come to China 
as del egates to the Asian and Pacific Peace Conference in Peking 
have had mom ents of pessim ism at home whnn it seemed that 
it might not be poss ible to thwart t.he plans of those who want 
a Third World War. 

But in China we have met a clear c.lawn of expand ing op­
portunity, vigor , courage- and joy. How many laughing- faces 
have we seen. how many lu sty yo ungs ters shouting "Ho ping wan 
sui !"- Long live peace ! In cities everywh e re, in the vi llages, 
even in iso lated farmhou ses, whe1·e no d c l ~ga te was ex pected, 
doves of peace welcom ed us. F or in thi s new China, born of 
dreadful civi l war and brutal occupa ti on, e1·ery man, woman and 
child wants peace. 

Whil e ail of us have f elt thi s joyous sense of the renewal of 
life, eac h mu st have felt an as pect of it in hi s ow n way. For 
my part, I have not ceased to marvel at s uch und eniable spon­
ta neity wi thin s uch extraordi nary orga ni zation. 

WE met it a s soo n as we arrived, on the eve of the firs t of 
October, National Day, wlwn Chairman Mao Tse-tu ng gave 

a banquet to some 2.000 gnests, includ ing di s tingu ished Chinese, 
represe ntatives of national min ority groups, mac.lei workers awJ 
the 400-ocid de legates and obseners to th e peace conference. 

In th e pa st, I have neve r rega rded s nch affairs enthus ias­
ti call y, with the wa itin .g around . desu lto1·y conversation, the 
long. long s peeches. But I went to thi s dinner with great 
curios ity, and I had a wonderful time. Bclie1·e it or not , it was· 
a warm, colorful, cordial affair , with a n air oi gaiety. Long 
buffet tables were set up in th e ancient pal ace which had bee!'! 
r ebuilt for the peace conference. At each table of 15 or 16 two 
Chinese hosts made us welcom e, mad e graceful toa sts, and saw 
to it that our g lasses were kept filled . 
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. oke for five minutes, then we ate the de-
Chairman Mao sp tl di stinguished national leaders, 

licious Chinese food, and presen_ y. . ade the rounds of the 
I. Ch u En-lai the p1em1e1, m .. cl h 

incluc mg 
0 

' h d 1 t The delecrations v1s1te eac 
tables to drink our hea lt an c 1~ .f . al pa1'.'ade. Beginning at 

ther in a sort of s pontaneous m o1 m . 
~even' sharp, the banquet broke up at nine. 

conference opened on October 2 in 
The historic peace 1 d It was transformed; long 

the palace where we had tt ;~1 ed. each ,~·ith its own earphone 
rows of desks had been ltns a e 'f four la1wuages. The equip­
whi ch cou ld be plugged m. okoncle o ·f tly u" nderneath a hu"c 

· Cl a-war e pe1 ec · . . 
ment- macle m 1111ft f the 37 countries participating, was 
dove flanked by the ags o cl ·01'neci the main hall , serv111g 

' I tf . Smaller room s a J . b 
1
. 

the p a 0
1 

m. 1 · the sessions · and m ac' t d .- g the brea ;s 111 · ' 
refr esh men s ui 

111 
I· c.l 'th chrysanthemums, where we 

was a spacio us garden ba.n ,e ~ 1 . the golden til ed roofs of 
h tted and strolled, look111g ou ove1 . 

cha . nt Forbidden City of the empero1s. t e anc1e . 
ti China Peace Committee, I'l ere I mu st make a bow to 1e ·' 1·ace We had hotel 

I · , th tact anu g · 
whi ch managed everyt 1111g '.'I to the conference hall, and ser-
accommodati ons , tra.n sporta~o1~ . iital care, all organ ized see m­
vices of all kind s, mcludm., -~~·~n allowing for the inevitable 
ingly without effort. T11n111g th. ·n his room as he was board­
delegatc who remembered some mg I 

. the bus-was perfect. 
mg . d cl up for meals, II I . ti morn111g rou n e 

We were gently c_a ec 111 a~·~nt direc ti,on tl1at we might have 
enle rtainec.l with so httle app t least th ose am ong us who 

cl .cl ·t for ourse lves-a · • th ht 
thought we 

1 1 
. · vention. Everything was oug 

had never helped organize a con copies of the prev10us 
' c1 · t books newspape rs, . 

of, inclu mg no e . '. hurry a lways on time. 
day's speeches . . . never any ' cl 

. . the conierence prog resse , 
W e discovered thi s efficiency ats. l Day I was dubious; 

. t on Na ion a •. . h 1 but it was firs t appa1en t' for me and we wer e told t a 
h lei any attrac ion • parades never e 

. rtist from New York City. She ~nd 
ANITA WILLCOX is an a d legates to the A 51an 

. d ontractor, were e - . h 
her husband, an engineer an cf c~ntly held in l"elong. T ey 

. p Con erence re ~ . f 
and Pacific Regions eace d h.ld Mrs. WillcO!X writes o 

. d five gran c I ren. 
have five d 11ldren an . h 2 000 mile tour of China. 
what she has seen during er ' 
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Hugh Hardyman (left) Ar . . 
Mary Bonzo (right) US d 1' uta Willcox (center> 
and a small tree to 't1 K e egates presenting flowers 
conference. le orean delegates at the peace 

it wou ld Le poli te 
four hours looked 

lo s tand when r. lia · . . '" 1rman Mao st d tediou s 111 prospect. ' oo ; so the 

BUT never hav I I e iee n more th1-" ll I b 
pa_radc of more than 500 000 Ir cc Y any s pectacle. The 

of JO m the mo rn ing and e nd~ I Lcga_n on the sc heduled stroke 
first (milita ry) section l I lc five m111utes early, at l ·50 The 
peo 1 f p . oo c css th a n an l th - . . · Pe o eking-, bands playin 1 • iour; en came the 
s~ ngmg and s houti ng, rather fl owf;; J~nnc1 s flying, their voices 
river of vtl.J rant humanity 300 fe:t t~~~c marchmg by, a mighty 

In th . · d . c wm the lianncrs slr l h d I 
over th e laug-hing- fa ces a . . chc c >ravcly ou t in the sun 
dominant Llue dress of. t'I ' sym pl ony of co lor above the pre'. 

th 
· · · ie peop e The 1 ·11· cir own form of decorat ion . <I e rC'nt g-roups chose 

speeds, a mass o f j ade gree n 'fl an'.I a s they marche<l at different 
blue or purp le banners s lrcat~~~ t~ 1 ght lm ger whi le gay cerise, 
fl_owers waved, hundreds of li ve ,Y· Mas~:!s of g reat paper 
circle over our head H. peace doves were released to 

The fl oatR, proudly ~ bowing China's . ri s ing industrial pro-
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<luclion, were fa sc inating- there were great pa71ier -machti spark 
plugs, te lephone switchboards, a model of a dam . But the domin­
ant note was peace, peace! 

AFT ER the confe rence we were given the privilege of seeing 
so mething- of China, a z,000-mi lc trip, from Mukden in the 

north a s far a s !l angc how in the so uth. We saw factories, 
workers ' res t homes, sanitoria, the prod ucts of industry and 
art, and th e great flood co ntrol and irrigation projects. We 
had perfect libe rty lo poke around on our own , and we talked 

to all sorts of people. 
We saw many evi dences of the capacity for effic ient organiza­

tion, coup led with s pon taneity. This puzzled me, for I fou nd i1 
hard lo believe that three short years of liberation from the 
inefficient and corr upt Kuomintang co uld produce s uch startling 
results. How cou ld Chinese civilization, thousands of years old, 
respo nd so fully to the op por tunity offered by liberation? Cer­
tain things I have heard and observed contribute toward an ex· 

planalion. 
Cooperation is most certain ly one element of successful or­

ganization. For example, at lea s t 1,000 s tudents and workers 
stood on a platform across th e tracks when we lef t Peking on 
ou r tour. They s tood four to 10 deep, a solid laughing mass, toes 
al the e<lgc of the platform. They shouted "Long Liv e Peace!" and 
so me got up on Lcnches ; but nobody pu shed, and nobody on the 
front row had to guard himself agai nst being shoved off the 
platform. I marvelled at it to one of our delegates. ''They just 

Workers' section in October first parade. 



aren't competi ti ve," he ouserved. 

Wh en I asked a member of t i Ch . 
about this bu s iness of cooperation hie . "dm~TIPeace Committee 
learn it in till· la s t JU 

0
. 15 ' . . c_ sai • 1e people had to 

11
• 1 • yca1 s m order Lo . · Th 

su · e r ed so und er Lhe KMT d th su 1 vive. ey 
cooperate or perish." an e J apanese that they had to 

As for organizat ional al,iliLy f .· cl . 
ese serva nts have a lw . 'a i ien pointed out that Chin · 
H d " f . . a~s had a r eputalion with "Old Ch" 

an_ s or running domes tic affairs with ma 
foreign hou se wi\·cs ha\·e 1 1 · a smoothn ess that 
the sca le, thcrL· h·;ve '1ieeno~hy ~ r~~~~ied of; at the other end of 
the Great Wall ~vhich . .e. 

1
'u 1 ing of the Grand Canal and 

• 1 equ ll ei vast organ;7.at 1on 

Eve rywhc rl', I noticed on1· sL ril-in I . 
of children of ·ti! a, ....... · ' g tiing: of th e hundreds 

. ' ' ges \\C sa\\, we almos t nev '. h . ·d I . 
cry. Their rnund little hcl' ·· a i I 1 .· l ei ea 1 c 1ildren 
f 

· II ' ·' ' 11 "1g it bla ·I· c'·cs II n en< y. so ml'linH·s a little <l1y· i. L . . ' ' ' " . are usua :• .
1 

• , uu 1 t 1s v . 1·v ca. t 
,.sm1 c. I do n" t rl'rnll any fightin, or ... }· . .: sy o coax a 

playing w1lh l':l!"h riflwr. - g <JUHi I C ing umong ch ild ren 

In Nanking-, I tall, L•d with !Jr Wu I foin f c· 1· 
s iLy (the Jf ., 11 1.:·k"llJ.! Jian L·r :; rL·J1<»rt" 1 I - ' g " .. Ill 1ng Cniver· 
ab t ti · · · · ~l icr a " 11c1de las t ') 
' ou 1e tra1n1ng o ," childrl'n in Chin · S I · ·1 · year. 
ese parents an· rnu..!i ""'' rigid .

11 
t -~·. : ie l r0ught that Chi n-

.· 1 i ,un ing the11· children than 

Y0u!" 

westerners, that they include them in activities more, that 
Chinese chi ldren are much more relaxed. Ce1·tainly a warmer, 
more out-goi ng, less self-consc iou s lot of children l have n ever 

seen. 

Q N E method used universall y by the people's gove rnment in 
:;ecu ring cooperation for any kind of work attem pted is o f 

fundamental importance; the objective is expiained and the 
reasons for the work are given. The government considers it 
essential to explain to th e lasL little boy carryi ng water, to the 
last worker carrying dirt in baskets hung from a shou ld e r pole , 
why the dirt must be moved. 

In China people a re working together J,ecause lhey be! ievc 
in tlw wOl"k; and Lhey arc aecomplishing the innedil!le. One 
st riking examp le is the Jlu ai J{i ver l'rojecl, about which 
\'olurnes Ju?\'e uccn wr itten and more will he written. I wish 
lo note here only lhP slupenclous job of org-anirnlion requirer! 
(not ~" n1uch from th e cne;ineering point oi ,·iew, since all 
cng·ini•er ing- jobs demand planning), the pa.-ticular kind of o r · 
ganization of the people needed in order !o ac1,omplish with 
manpower what would othe rwi se be done in tlv.•cc modern days 
with mac hinery. 

l 'hina 's engineers ha\·e long known what was required to 
keep the l\ua i l{i ver floods from ruining lhe cr011 ,· and li ves of 
milli ons who Jive b!'lwern the lower Yellow and Yangtze rivers. 
But the job required a degn·e of coordinated effort which no 
govern111cnt in the pas t l'\·cn tried lo mu s ter, earthwork equai 
Lo that in 10 or more Panama Canals. a labor f:irce of 10,000.000 . 
(l\ot 10.000 ,000 jobs; if a man leaves to work on his farm and 
return s Lo lhe project, he is counted a second lime.) 

The work has been clone by the farmers who sufTercd from 
floods in the pas t; when th e government asked for workers the 
peop le flocked from all over Lhe land, and mutual aid teams 
cared for their land and nops in their abse nce. The workers 
returned to lhe farms at harvest time. 

W e saw th em at work, G0,000 at one place; I shall never 
forget th e sight or the ~ou nd. Blue-clad men and women as fa:· 
as th e eye could see, poles over their shoulde rs, relenllessly mov­
ing earth in a half-w alk. half-trot which keeps the load steady, 
chanting an age-o ld refrain. W orking in teams of 14, they mar!' 
each team's advance with scarlet flags . 

They knew about peace too, and found br eath, as we passed, 
to cheer those who had come from distant lands on behalf of 
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peace. Through interpreters we talked to model workers and 
ordinary workers. Such wide grins on eager faces, such a tumble 
of words about their dam, and how much more they can grow 
when they need fear flood rp longer ! They had known many 
flood s, th ey had suffered und er the landlords, they now knew 
liberation . 

Like those eager workers, I cannot get the words out fast 
enough to t ell of all the heartening things we have seen in this 
amazing n ew China. Going back to our ow n beautiful lands, 
now obscured by a foul fog of evil rumors of aggression, fear 
and suspic ion of neighbors, we take with us the v:sion of sanity 
given us by the people of Chin a. 

r --------·--------------~- --.., 
I Le d h ! : t Us Grasp t and of Fri.en s ip : 

I
I HUGH HARDYMAN, a retired fruit grower from southern f the United States were un· bial patience of the Chinese, ,

1

1 

~ornia, a poet and active worker in ht>lping underprivileged chi1 ware of the frightful manner is exhausted and the offer is 

1 
m the US, tipoke to the American people over Radio Peking at n which the war has been withdrawn of equality and t 

I conclusion of the Asian and Pacific Regions Peace Conference onducted by ou1· milit.ury mutual exchange of goods I 

f 

O .. tober. After summarizing the great achievements of the conf and art. music and literature. I 
ence, he told the American people how the US government's forei No one can say for how science anc! techniques. 

1 

I policy is. regarded amon1~ the Asian and Latin American peopl ong the peoples of the The settlement of all differ-
111 

1 Th" Review has excerpted statements from this part of his speech. acific regions will continue ences by negotiatio n is still 

I • • • " hold us guilt less of the possible. If we refuse to en- 'I 

I AT · t · I h clions of our armed forces. ter into sincere negotiations 
no po1n in a I t e 100 hi bition here, including 1 

s. peech~. lle li' vei·ed 1·n the h d f we con tinue to allow our with the other four gre~ 1 

I 
~·' an -written testimony 

Ii 
I 01·ernment to export di sease powers, we shall have none 

1
1 

P enary sessions of the con- four of our p1.lots . .,,nd taper 
f ' ·rnd death to Asia and ma- but ourseh·es to blame for t 
erence, nor even in the long cordings of their wiices h I 

sesi;ions of tlw comrnisi;ion l<'fl not the slightest dou,bt i ·hines for the destruction of the resull~ of that refusal. In 1 

h ife to both Asia and Latin the hearts of 1,6 00 ,000,000 I 
1 on t e question of Korea, in the mind of any delegate 
I which I ton •,,· p."i·t, ,,.a". there th. merica, the time must corn<' people is a great longing, a 1 

l ·· " ·' · 1s conference, including th t d 1 
a s ingle exiJressi'on of ilatrecl vhen not merely governmen longing eloquently expresse 

delegates from the Unit h I 

l

' or enmity toward the A meri- officials but the people w o again and again in thi s con-
can people. States, that oui· governrnen elect those official~ will be ference-"Ho ping wan sui"'- l 

has used this revolting fo1 Id ·bl b th · Id 1 1 The conference coii denlnnc! e respons1 e Y e maJOr- Long live wor peace. 
c of warfare on a wide scale. h Id I 

1 vigorous ly the action s of our n ity of the people in t e wor Certainly that cry is echoed 1 
1 uut the blame for thi these crimes 

f 
government , expecially the crime aga in st mankind in the hearts of the Ameri- I 
use of biological warfare for never once placed upon 0 IN this conference the hand can people. Let it find ex- I 
the spreading of disease in the American people of friendship was extend- pression in letters written to 1 

f Korea and Northeast China. the delegation from Korea ed to the United States by the president, to senators and I 
I Careful study of the report many if not all of whom hall the peoples of the Asian and tu representatives. so th~t we 
l of the International Scientific Jost several members of thei Pacific regions Surely we may turn from the path of I 
I Commission and the extensive own families in the war, can grasp this hand before death to the building of a ii 
! collection of evidence on ex- acknowledged that the peopl the patience, even the prover- more abundant life. 

f--.-------.·~------~---1----~-· -~- --
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An Interview with Monica Felton : 

STOP THE WAR! 
MONJCA FELTON wa• the British repr<'s<'nlative of the Women'• 

International D"mocr;:tic f<'<l<'rarion in the group which inv<'stigated 
condition• in North Kor<'a in l'J5J. R<'t11rni11 r: to England, she made 
her findin gs known and took ;in activl" pilrt in p c-acc- work. As a 
r·, ·su Jr, slu• was disrnissc..•d from lu·r J.!OVcrnrnC"nt job as h ead of a town 

plannin~ comrn i ... sion. Mrs. F"flon, wh o w :1s ;1warc.fl'd :1 Stalin lnte1·. 
nation:1I Peace Pri.1c•, tna<le a st·cond visir to Korea in Sep tnnb(·r 1952. 

ShP w.1 s illll'l"\'il'W('(.' by rlw nt·vic w .1t tlu· Peace Conf<'r· 
cnn• of tl1<· Asian and Pacific ffrgions lwld in Pl'king fost OctolX'r, 
which s lu.· aftt•ndt·d as a sp<'c i.111)1 invif\•d }! llt '" L In the int<'rvi<·w, 
Mrs. f'c.·lron d t'\tT if>l' s la•r visit to ,, Pri .•mtwr of w .... r G1 t1lp in N ort h 

Korea ;inJ IH'r i111p1 ·(·~~;0 11 s of thr sfrt1g).!f1 · hcin g carried on by th e 
Kon·an p(•opl<'. 

QUESTION: ~I 1·c. l-' <' ll11n. \\'1· 111ul1·rst:111d I 11al you visil<'d 
a Pri so11<'r o l' War 1·a111p "'h"11 .1·111 1 11·,·n· i11 l\11r1·a . Could you 
lt•ll LI S Sll lllt'lhi11g· ali11u[ it'! 

ANSWER: Y1·s. I s pl·nt a s hort ti111l' at Ca111p No . fi. wh ich 
is in an ill<T<•dil./.v J1i l' l11n•squl' s pot 011 llH• Ya lu l{ivl'r, with high 
mo untain s Ul'hin d it. w,. crocspd th1• ri v1· 1· hy i'nry lo th e camp. 
and found that two -thi rd s of a 1·i llag-l' had l1e1• 11 g iven ove r· tu 
it. POW lwudqu a rl<'rs \\'as ahout a 111il1• f'rom lh t• village. Thert" 
was no barlil•d ll'irt• arnund tlw <·a1:1p. TIH· 1'0\"i's Wl' re di vi ded 
into sedio11 s-- J\11H·ril'a ns. llriti s h, Col1111il1ian. Turki s h, l'lc. - but 
all mixed free ly 111 lhC' village. 

QUESTION: Wt"ve rt•ceived quite a few k•llers from fami lies 
of Am e rican POW 's and man~' of llw111 a.~ k ahout the living 
conditions al lhe !'Hlllp. What was your impn•ss ion? 

ANSWER: TIH•y li1·<' in Korean housC's, quite primitive, but 
clean. They s leep on muts on the floor, with blanket and hard 
pillow~ they told Ill<' it look a long time lo gel used to hard beds, 
but once used to it they found it adequate and good for their 
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in winter because the homes 
health. 1 think th ey_ keep warm Korea was the first count:y 
have a form of ce ntral he;~~ng .. '. n part of th e house is built 
in th e world lo have iLl the n~~t,chen is on a lower level and 
up frnm the ground, wh1 e f teh hou se keenin·' the floors warm. 

!er the r e,.; t o e · • ' ~ ti I th· the flu es go Un< · I I 1 L the men ha•.'c quiltc co mg. The winters arc extreme ly co '' iu 

• • • 
QUESTION: Did lh l' 1'0\.,."s say anything about the food? 

. I I They s·1id thc r!' was plenty of it, 
ANSWER: Yes,_ m< let·•.: ' S m:1~ of the Briti s h PO W's said 

hut that it was gelling ""h1Ln~.f. 'or·k' Ti1" s1war ration is one . I r u , s1g o P . c . M 

llwy 11·p re s rc· ' 
0 

ic · 1 .. ,. ·h man and they al so have 
and a half pound s per u1011t 1 101 cal . 
a ci~ar<'Ltc r ation. 

I a ll day lo hep husy? A r e QUESTION: What do lht•y 'o renPaLio n" 
lh l'l'C any facil1t1cs for s po r h and 

· R· POW's have oq~an i zed l1aH teams, and there 
. .ANSWE · _T_he . ' · Eaeh camp has a 'ilirar>, wrlh ~ar~ 
is lish 1ng_ and sw1 1111111ng .J, ·rnd rn liti ea l literature. No conr 
Twain, ))1ekens, Soviet novc . ' ~- . l I ul sho rt talks, given by 

I l10liti ca l 1·11u rsPs. an'. :: 1i~ cln , 1 
l'W. " ·

1
t,, 111 s.· and o-cneral pu sory I . 1· at1e Vng " i nn n ·' c ,.. 

Chim•s1• in goo< "iom, · · I A , .··an study group 
(·on11rnbor''. A larg<• Ango- mc11t . ~ uhj<·<'t~. arl' J 

· ) talkincr with US delegates \ Monica Felton Ccent!'r ~ 
P Conference Hall. in iiic garden of the eace 



POW's m 
gloves. 

has been organized, with cou rses on s uch s ubj ects as public speak­
ing and how to conduct meetings. 

* * 
QUESTION: What was your impression of the way the 

PO W's arc being treated? 

ANSWER: I found that the Chinese try very hard to meet 
reasonable requests. For example, I learned that many POW"s 
didn 't want to write their families because the envelopes had 
"Resist American Aggression" on them. I menti oned this to 
the Chinese, who thanked me, and the lette rs I received from 
POW's la te r came in envelopes marked only "airmail." 

Nearly all the POW's I met had been allowed to keep their 
personal possessions, watches, etc. Some descr ibed their march 
north to camp, when they were always given 5helter, even though 
it meant turn ing Koreans out of th eir homes ... John Gaster, 
a British member of the International Association of Democratic 
Lawyers who visited a camp last spring, to ld the Chinese that 
they were doing too much for the prisoners, tha t Americans and 
British tend to look dow n upon people who se rve them, and th:r, 
they shou ld make the POW's work fo r themselves. This sum­
mer , I found that the American and British POW's were work­
ing, building their ow n clubhouse of materials supplied by the 
Chin ese. 
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QUESTION: How do the POW's you talked to feel about 

peace? 

ANSWER : They have their ow n peace movement. It was 
started in the spri ng of last year, with a n American o ffi ~e r ~~ 
cha irman and a British private as secretary .. The POW s thge 

I I "d ·d they wanted a peace orga mzat1on, :rnd y tuvethcr anc c cc i c t L 'th other 
I · ·on of the Korean "ove rnment o mce w1 askec pcrm1ss1 " t' 

· . thi s subject. They held general peace mee mgs, 
POW camps on · . · ' • . . ·<·· ngapeace 
with all camps partic1pat111g, and they I c /'f I. su1 

magazine. - -
I talked with s ix American POW's and many British prison-

. who were active m the peace mo\ emc nl. They fe lt the majord­
ei s h nd ··aid they had learne ity of prisoners supported t e1r views, a ." . h 
from the Chinese how to analyze the obJecl10ns of thosf tw o 
disagreed with them, a nd now th ey had a m~1ch better r e a 1on-
ship with them. * 

h know about the tru ce talks? What QUESTION: Do t ey 
do they feel about them? 

ANSWER: Yes, indeed, they know. They follow the pro­
. f the ta lks very closely and they felt that they were phony 

!~~,s~hoe US was at fault for not reaching agreement long before 
this. All the POW's I talked to were conv1:iced that the war 

American and Bri~isl; POW's have a well-stocked 
library of books and magazines• 



h_a d been s ta1-tcd by the US and South Kor<?a 
t1tude toward the US efccti"on · And their at-
. campa ign seemetf to b th t " s ide's as bad as 1 he other... e a one 

QUESTION: Did the POW's have any r:omplaints? 

ul l ~NS~ER: Y<'s, they complained about lheir mail Before, 
. C J!' etlcrs h:i d ilf'C'n scnl th1·ouo·h th Cl· . · 

;~1ltet', ulndhalthoug-h mail was s low, itdid g~t t~;.:~g~ea~~1tCom-
cy sa 1< I. at all mail went via the trllc n ' . . now 

felt that it was n't gC'tting lhrouidi. I ha I ~ lle~~tiatir.~ and they 
of a ilriti :; h POW in England wh l '

11 
a <cc w1 i. the mother 

gularly sending- clippings to h~r so~. ~1~1t ·~:I thai she was r_e­
camp, he sai d he had ncve1· rcceivdd a ifcnth met him in 
British POW' t· I I • ny 0 cm The 
A .. p 0" sF'par icu ar Y res<'nt tlwir mail being s tam·P~<j "US 1111

Y : · ' rom several of thPm J got a li s t f 
and n•ce1vl'd , with datl's which 1 ·J. 11 ·h 

1
: ·: o lette rs sent 

· s ia ' cc' with the11· familie s. 

* 
A r"<"<'nt US bomb­

ing raid on Pyong­
chunri, in the south ­
ern part of Pyong-
yang, left many 
civi lian.. homelC811. 
Special targets for 
US bombs have been 
work<'rs' homea. 

* 

One young American POW described to me how the camp 
was bombed , in sp ite of the fact that its locat ion was clearly 
marked by agreement between both s ides. "But that ," he added 
bittc•rly, "didn't prevent th em from killing and wounding our 
own fellows . .. And when I we nt out next morning- and saw 
th e way t.h e Koreans in th e villai.(e looked at rnc , I cou ld have 
,; unk into the g-round with s ham e . . What ean we do to make 
n·rtain that our owri_ peo ple know tlwse thi ngs? When we get 
~-them nu r,;l' IVC's, but they oui.(ht to be told 
now . .. 

QUESTION: Did you talk with any of the US Air Force 
men who had conft•ssed to i.(erm warfare? 

ANSWER: Yes , I met Lt. Quinn and found him to be very 
frit•1H ll y and likalilc. As you know, he is a Ca tholic, and he 
told me that al first, whC'n he was given liooks lo read , he re· 
fused to look at them. One day he wa s hand ed the Dean of 
Can te rbury's "Socialist S ixth of the World." The very thought 
of th e "Hcd Dean" upset him , but there was nothing else of 
int(•n•s l to read, so he IJcg-an it, and th en couldn't put it down. 
Ile said that hook and l·~pstein's "The Unfinished Revolution in 
China" s tarted him thinking. 

l! t• seems to havl' a great sense of pe rsonal g-uill for the 
part he took in g-erm warfare, and he talked about the conflict in 
hi s own mine! , a s he loves Ameriea and the American people, 
and fe els a dcC'p loya lty to hi s cou ntry, which he described as 
"thl' li cs t plac1• in th e wodd." But he was ~ urc that he had 
dorw the right thing in co nfess ing hi s part in germ warfare, and 
is quite prepared to accept the conseq uences . 

li e mentioned that he used to read a great deal about how 
drugs a nd tortu re were used in Eastern European trials to get 
con fcss ions , and th en he grin ned at me and asked, ' 'Do I look 
as th ough I'd been drngi.(cd anrl tortured? " !fc f ell certain that 
hi s family would s upport his s tand. 

* * 
QUESTION: When you vi s ited Korea thi s time did -~·ou find 

any diffe rences s ince your las t vi s it? 

ANSWER: Yes, I found that Korea had changed in tw.:i 
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ruined spirit rebuilding 

s'.gnificant respects. First 
risen to new heights and' the fury of physkal destruction had 
th • second the · f . 

e ordinary people, which ' magn1 1cent bravery of 
had taken on a quality struck me so during my first . "t 

of ca lmness, had become stronger. v1s1 , 
In 1951 p ' yongyang was alread . · 

ton s of buildings afforded . Y a 1 um, but scattered skele-
liv d · some shelter and d 

e in tiny hu ts on the outski. ' . a ense populat10n 
skeletons of building-s r . t ts. But thi s year not even the 

t · emam so savage h 1. 
cen attacks, and the hovel' . ave ucen the most re-
~ou.nded into dust ... all tsh otn. the. outskirts have a lso been 
J ectiv " · a 1 cma1ns of ~L l " -1· es is scattered t" l . 1 ic 1 m1 1tary ob-

f b I cs, c rnrrcd fra t o roken pots, rags an o .· i.rmen s of wood, a litter 
, ccas1ona l uroken toy 

QUESTION : And what' . 
bombing raids? s been the effect of these recent 

ANSWER: Well, on the morning of 
September 16 I went to 
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see the results of the previous night's bomb ing. The bombs had 
fallen in a village of tiny houses, far from any building that 
could have been of the sl igh tes t military importance; yet the 
field s of onions and cabbages were turn with bomb craters. 

The wounded- most of them women and ch ildren-were sti ll 
being carried to the hospita l, and so me of the dead we re being 
lowered into roughly-made coffins. Nearby, other !1odies and 
fragments of human limus sp ll lay where the fors:e of the blast 
had blown them . .. I asked an old man if he ha~­
thc dug-out during the raid. "How could I stay in the shelter," 
he asked with a hint of rep roof, "when I knew that other people 
were s ufferi ng what l have suffered and that they might need 

my help?" 

This 68-ycar--0ld peasant is a s ignificant part of Korea to-
day, becaw;c he is typica l of the quiet courage a nd heroic de­
term ination that make up the spirit of a people who can never 
be defeated. I met that sp irit all over North Korea. 

• * 
QUESTION: How do you account for t hi s courageous at­

titude of the people? 

ANSWER: I mentioned that the courage of the Korean people 
had taken on a quality of calmness. This calmness is the fruit 
of ach ievement which has been won during the past year in 
spi te of incessant bombing. Life in Korea today not merely 
su rvives , but advances. The countryside is rich with a bumper 
harvest, and destroyed livestock is being replaced by skillful 

breed ing. 

In Pyongyang itself a m·w life goes on underground, whetd 
productive work a nd eYen cultural activities arc safe from bomb­
ing. Outside the city orp haned chi ldren are be ing nursed back 
lo health with a loving care that is an example to the whole 
world. The women of Korea, whether caring for the chi ld ren, 
tend ing t he s ick or cult ivating the fie lds, show a purpose, a 
,- trcngth and gaiety of sp irit full of confidence in the future. 

The Korean people show courai:rc in the highest and noblest 
sense; but it is courage in circumstances which the world must 
refuse to tolerate. The terror that stalks in Korea is a terrvr 
that can destroy the world as we know it. The war in Korea 
has gone on loo. Jong-far too Jong. The time has come for the 
peoples of the world lo act, to put an end to it. 
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--------·---
AMERICAN POW' 

THE following message (photostat at lefr) 
was sent to th e Asian and Pacific Regions 

Peace Conference held in Peking last October 
by more than 200 American and British 
POW's in North Korea. 

* * 
Some of lhe best news we have heard 

here for quite so me time was the news of 
the Asia n-Pacific Peace Conference to be 
he ld thi s month. 

After being he re for nearly two years 
as prisoners of \\'ar, such news was indeed 
a great hope and ins piration . Even 
thoug h our t1·eatment is better than would 
ordinarily be expected und e r s uch wartime 
condition s, bei ng- denied the rights of free 
and use ful citi ze ns for so long a time is 
lruly mora le-breaking. 

We here wi sh to let you know that we 
truly \\'ish you every s uccess in the worlu. 
Th e soo ne r the peace negotiations at Pan­
munjom reach a s uccessful conclus ion the 
sooner mi llions of peop le from va~iou s 
co untri es will be maue happy. Most of 
a ll, the soone r th e Korea n people will be 
enableu to repair lh e immense damage that 
has been done to their homeland. Like­
wi se, the sooner t he inte rn at ional tension 
existi ng today will be lessened and the 
danger of new wars will cease. T o us it 
means a quicker reunion wi t h our loved 
ones whom we have not see n for many, 
many months. 

It is with our most heartfelt f eelings 
that we wi sh you complete success in the 
cause of peace. 

----------------------------------
ANT PEACE NOW 
THE USA delegation to the Asian and Pacific Regions Peace Con­

f ercnce received 15 letters signed by 64 American Prisoners of 
War expressing their views on peace. Excerpts from these letters 
follow: 

* 
WE _want to tak e thi s opp_ortu nity to wi sh you warm grec tin?s-

\\ e rea li ze that peace 1s what eve ry man , woman and ch ild 
ues ircs in thi s \\'OrJu Loday. Jt is up to brave, open-minded 
people like you to lead us to this goa l W e fee l certain 
that if' the people at home had witnesseu war as we here have 
done, they too would su ppo rt you. W e have been POW's for 
11101"' than t"·o years now anct it is our sincc>re desire fo r a 
spceu :-' a nu s uccessful conclu sio n of hostilities in Korea for the 
l.J enefit of all mankind. 

JT is wilh a fee ling of priue that write this letler to you. 
Proud that our country is ueing repre~enteu in th is con­

fe rence whi ch is working for such lofty goals. Being repre­
scnLeu in th is ronference is an a cknowledgement that the 
American people have a will fo r peace and are willing to work 
fo r that end. 

T wis h to extenu to you my congratulations and wish you 
eve ry s uccess in you r future work. The r eso lutions and actions 
mauc at thi s conference are of vital interest to all of us who 
long- to return to ou r loved ones. May God bless your efforts 
\\' ith s uccess 

* 
I TAKE pleasure in expressi ng my hea rt 's des ire for an end 

to the Korean conflict and a "Five Power" peace conference 
in order that both societies could come to a mutual agreement 
on issues concerning the world, and the peace in it. 

Th rough your efforts I am sure that you can help us great­
ly in our desire for an armistice in Korea. Being POW's now 
for 17 months we would like more than our hearts can express 
to be once again back with our loved ones and take up the 
peaceful life we once led. 

·-----------------------·-----------------------------·-
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American POW's Want Peace 

PEACE to . s taving hme meathns more than Just going home. It means 
,,. ome e rest of my l"f d r . 

in harmony vnth a ll th 
1 

1 e nn 1vrng and working 
of this simple desire tha~ reop.:s of the world . It is because 
you a ll the . wn e to congratulate you and wish 

s uccess poss1 ble. 

WE as American POW ' . · to b . s appi eciaLe your concern in trying 

flict and ri;r~m~~~t ::i.~:ef~I settlement t_o thi s KClrean con­
cultural intercours~ and c:;~e. t" We brealize that free trade, 
the only way that world ra wn etween governments is 

cl 
· peace can be atta ined w · h 

an your colleagues all the . . · e W1S you 
for world peace. success possible m your struggle 

* 

JUST a few words to f ll . express my thanks and offer you my 

I 
. u support m your role as representative f 

ovmg people of the United States to th . o the peace­
ference. All of us prisoner f e coming peace con­
immediate armistice in Kore: ~s '~ar are most d_esirous of an 
to our loved ones. Not onlv d e are very anxious to return 
in Korea but w I . o we wish to have a cease-fire 

e a so most ea rn est! h f 
co-exi stence and cooperation b t · Y ope or a peaceful 

Id I 
e ween all •he nat· f h 

wor . s ince rely believe this i . "bl -. wns o t e 
common peo ple of th e world s pkoss1 e with rr.ore and more 

spea mg out for peace. 

E, the undersigned members of the armed forces of ::1 
US, at present .Prisoners of war in North Korea, wi sh to : 

·e this opportunity to extend our hearty congratulations to 'I 
u and all the delegates on the open ing 'Of the Peace Con­
rence for the Asian and Pacific Regions. We have studied l 
e main points of the program to be covered i.Jy thi s conference 1 

nd believe that these point.s are all essential to a lasting peace I 
the world of the future. I 

\\' e rea lize that a lasting peace can be built only on the 
vlid fo undati on of C()Operation 1between all countries of the 
!Qrld and we wi sh to congratulate you and the other delegates 
n the step you have taken in thi s direction. 

* 
1 AM proud to hea r of the <lelegaLcs which arc rep resenting 

the United States and many other countries, espec ially the 
Latin American countries , Honduras especially. Gi ve my re­
gards to Paul Robeson. I a s a prisoner of war here in Korea 
wish the peace conference every success in the futu re. 

* 

I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
I 
I 

WE the members of the POW camp would like to exp ress our I 
·,incere thanks for the steps you are taking in forwarding I 

ii speedy and successful agre€ment to the present Korean War : 
nnd at the same time a world peace. We sincerely hope you I 
expose to world citizens our true desi re for a speedy, safe 1 
r eturn home to our loved ones. I can say at thi s time that l 
it is everyone 's true desire to return to a peaceful life and I 

J W'OULD like you to know th::it away from the hon·o rs of war. We stand ready to assist you I 
. you have my wholehearted in any way possible. 1' 

* * 

to ;i:::1~~~ ~~::~ %~~e for peace. It's funny to be writing 
j ' -world peace--! think ~l~ut_,, because we want the same thing * I 

I 
i,' It is not because 

1 
am a 0PO~ ct~mmon peo ple should unite. I AM sure that mos t people in the world desire peace. I hope I 

because I m lf d . at I des ire peace. It is it will not be too long before 111r. Warmonger realizes this . II 

l
j am tired 0/~~e' :~ole!areno~llthi s a~p\ies. to all other POW's, No doubt one of the maj or questions at yo ·Jr conference will 

Jl is not I who am the on ly ot~ng, w ic 1 15 now going en. It be the Korean s ituation. My own opinion is tha t when the 

1 
•: are many mothers and lov<>~ e r 8 ~on here in Korea. There Korean problem is settled that the re will be no recurrence any- I 

i l weeping I '- -1· ·r ones a over the world who are where in the world due to the ovecru">weTing peace drives ""'mg
1 

1 
; i · ""1eve 1 more peopl \ "k - <=..:.. ,,,~ 'I' people unite, there can be an ened 1toe hyo~ cal.ti~ help the common on today, Due to mY present position, my activities are limited. I 

' I. l; :.--- os ., 1 es K I d fi . PEACE -4-- -------· ... ---------1n·--o-rea __ . ---~ can only chee~_:: si e, and_:'~~:~~--~ 
qi 30 
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THE FLOATING CITY 

ON THE PEARL RIVER 
• • • The fonr~erly despised boat people 

have. th~ir o11m clinics and schools 
a voice zn the government. 

now 
and 

THE li ttle boat~ of Chi!'a's 
nve r -dwC' ll ers are sca llcr­

ed far and \l' icle. chie fly along 
th e Yangtze and P ea rl rivers 
and th e ir tributari t·s . An in ­
complete C'en s us o f the>' e peo­
ple who lead a li tl•rn llv floa t­
ing life indi e:d.C's that th ey 
r.u111be r more th a n :2,000 ,lJf)(i , 
of whom nH>re than 'i I 0.0 00 
live in K \\'a ng-t u ng- pro vi nee 
along th e Pea rl and Har; 
ri ve rs an d t lw seacoa s t. In 
Canton tlwy for m a city 011 
the waler. 

Serving th e ir ow ne rs a s 
homes and as mea ns of ear n­
ing a li ving, the boats arc a s 
varied as th e ir function s. 
Some, beautifully furni shed, 
with four pillars s upporting 
an e laborate upper ~ lruclure 
are like floating man sions ; 
these a re the restauran t boats. 
There are houseboats for the 
city dweller; ferry, s ight-see­
ing and opera boats; coffin 
<>.nd rubbish boats; and a host 
of cargo boats, full of vege. 
tables, rice, coal or miscel-

la nco us me rchandi se peddled 
by haw kers. 

Man y foneiful tales have 
s p1·ung up lo account fo1· th e 
origin o[ llwse river people, 
a f!U<•s t1on not t·a sy to se( ti c 
becau se they possess no writ ­
lC'n reconb. Th e most popu ­
la r "ex planatio ns" reflected 
tl.v i111'criC11· JH>siti on to which 
t lwy had been relegated by 
thl' rnli ng class. Thus, the~ 
\\Pl'<' s up JHisPd to have descend­
ed f'rom the des pi sed Miao or 
Yao minority grou ps. - Th cv 
were co ntempt uous ly calle;J 
the "Ta n Chia " (Egg Tribe), 
from the s ha pe of their boats. 
Ollwrs maintain e d that they 
were thC' descendants of water 
s nak es beea use llwy wornhip­
ped s nak es and s ty led them­
selves "sons of the dragon." 

Th e 'Present-day river peo­
ple are physicallv indis­
tingui s hri ble from tiie shore 
ciwellers, though so me of their 
custo ms, par t icularly marri ­
age cus toms, are quite differ­
ent. According to an unwrit­
ten law, maniages are con-
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tracted between neighboring 
boats. Young people usuall y 
many in their teens ; fre ­
quently, girls are permitted lo 
marry freely according to 
thei1· choice, the g-i rl placing 
a bouquet on the s tem of he1· 
boat and s i11g-i11g lov€' so ngs 
at night. Th e yo ung- man in 
the next boat may join in the 
singing, and if he is acce pted 
the marriage takes place. 

Marriages with city dwC'll e rs 
are prohibited, but those \\'ith 
the sa me family nan~e may 
marry, which is ,p rohibited hy 
the usual Chinese custom. 
When the elder brother dies, 
the younger brother marries 
the widow, while if there is 
110 younger brother, the widow 
is free to marry a s she pleases , 
which was forbidden in old 
China. 

Boa t 
woman 
on the 
Pearl 
River. 

January 1953 

Because of the oppression 
to which the river people have 
long been s ubjected, and the 
hardships and dange r s of 
riverboat life, th~ river 
population has multiplied 
very s lowly, and maJ'ly of 
the men have died at an early 
age. The women, who great­
ly outnumber the men, have 
th e refore had an unusual free­
dom in ma rriage and other 
rights. 

HTSTORICALL Y, the river 
people may be traced back 

to the Chin Dynasty (221-207 
B.C.), when Kwangtung was 
suhjugated. Thousands of the 
inhabitants, fleeing from mar­
auding armie s, sought refuge 
along the rivers and creeks, 
and many remained to live 
permanently afloat. 
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Succeeding eras brought 
more dynastic changes and 
wars, as a result of which the 
population living on the rivers 
and along the sea­
coast was fre. 
quently reinforced 
by refugees. As 
the river people 
were looked down 
upon and op­
pressed by those in power, 
they had a natural feeling for 
the victims of war and calam­
ity and welcomed them. 

During centuries of feudal 
rule, the river people bore the 
brnnt of di scriminatory laws. 
In Ming times , an imperial 
ed ict forbade them to live 
ashore or purchase property, 
and restricted them to the 
business of fishing. More 
rules were laid down during 
the Ching Dynasty; the river 
people were not permitted to 
learn to read and write, to 
wear shoes, to walk on the 
main roads ; they had to shave 
a cross O!l their scalps as 
identification. 

The promise of better days, 
which came with the fall of 
the Ching Dynasty in 1911, 
was betrayed by the Kuomin­
tang (KMT) regime, which 
hought only more misery to 
the river dwellers. City peo­
ple continued to sneer at them 
as the "egg tribe," and "block­
heads;" and none of the boat 
people could hope to be a gov­
ernment or police official. No 
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educational facilities were pr 
vided for them, so that 85 
percent of the men and 95 
percent of the women were 

illiterate ; very few 
of their children 
went to school. The 
KMT authorities 
limited their deal. 
ings with the 
river people to 

the levy of as heavy taxes, 
and the conscription of 
a~ many men for the army, 
as possible. 

WORST _of all was the 
feudal-gangster control 

of docks, whose owners found 
dozens of ways to squeeze the 
despi sed river people. Th ey 
were forced to pay heavy 
mooring charges, on pain of 
~tiff fines imposed by the offi­
cials, or beatings administer­
ed by the hirelings of these 
ri,·erside despots. 

The woman San Koo, owner 
of the Sincere Dock was 
typical. She charged ' boats 
an exorbitant mooring fee 
equivalent to an ounce of gold 
per year, and in addition she 
imposed about 10 other 
charges, including eledricity 
fees and festival presents. A 
boat using her dock had to 
pay her up to 70 percent of 
its income for the privilege. 

Such conditions increased 
the river people's hatred for 
the KMT, which boiled over 
just before liberation, when 
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KMT troops demolished the 
Pearl River Bridge before 
they fled . The blast killed 4 7 
persons, injured many others, 
and caused great damage to 
the boats. Then, after libera­
tion on March 3, 19 50, KMT 
pla~es came to bomb the 
po\\' er plant, killing 164 riv.er 
dwell er s and sinking more 
than 200 boats. These acts 
of se nseless revenge were a 
biltcr lesson for the river 
people, clearly revealing tl;le 
face of the enemy. 

* * 
TODAY the river has chang-

ed. The exploitation by 
d0ck owners and tax-ht.:ngry 
dTicials has ended, the river 
dwellers are free to live 
wh erever they please; free 

education is provided grown­
ups and children alike. 
Yesterday despised and down­
trodden, today the river peo­
ple have straightened their 
backs and are working as one 
man for a better life. 

The rapid development of 
education for the river people 
in the past three years is in 
great contrast to the ineffec­
tual efforts of private groups 
to provide education for them 
during KMT days. More than 
80 schools have been set up 
in the province for the river 
people, including four in the 
citv -of Canton, which giYe 
fr~e education to about 2,000. 

One of these schools has 
l.ieen built near the Shameen 
embankment and 458 stu­
dE'nts, ra!1ging in age from six 
to 32, are studying there, di· 
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vided into morning, afternoon 
and evening groups. The 
courses are on a level with 
those in the city schools, and 
the students are quick to 
learn. Most come to school 
by boat, while others walk 
along the river bank to their 
classes. 

Floating cultural halls have 
also been establi shed to serve 
the boat dwellers. The big­
gest has seven branches dis­
tributed among the largest 
clusters of boats. Up to 400 
people visit the main reading 
room every day. 

Health work has been ener­
getica!ly carried out among 
the river population, which , 
as a result of past pove1·ty 
and ignorance of hygiene, 
su,ffers from trachoma, dysen­
tHy, and other diseases . In 
the past, it was the custom 

1

1 to consult the "witches" in 
case of illness; the "witches" 

1! living like goddesses on their 
Ii boats, well clothed and fed, 
l: would advise the sufferer to 

1:1 b , urn paper money to drive 
I' away the evil spirits. 

1 i Today there is a clinic ~th 
j ; branches up and down the 
I I river, an.d as a consequence '. I of the government's health 
, 1 education work, the river peo-

j
, I! pie ha~e !_earned something of 
. i the scientific treatment of ill-
j J; ness. Medical science has 
1 Jf ~driven the "witches" away from 

Jl " 

the boats forever. 

The goverment has also en­
couraged the .-iver dwellers to 
take part in political activi. 
ties ; formerly kept beyond the 
pale, they now have a say in 
their own affairs. They en­
thusiastically took up the 
struggle against their feudal 
bosses, helped to maintain 
order along the river, and 
participated in the liberation 
c·f Hainan Island early ir. 
1950. Also, they elected their 
own representative to attend 
the municipal assembly of 
the people 's representatives. 

The river people have also 
begun to take part in labor 
union activity. Of the more 
than 6,100 members of the 
Seamen's Union, half are river 
people, and 3, 700 have joined 
lhe Dock Workers' Union 
and the Transportation Union, 
which together numbe1· 25,000 
members. 

Much has been accomplished 
in a short time to give the 
river population the chance to 
earn a decent living, to get an 
education, to live healthy Jives. 
It is a great contrast compar­
ed with the do-nothing policy 
of the KMT regime; the gov­
ernment has won their hearts, 
and unitedly they are working 
tc better their living and to 
do their part in building the 
new China. 

- CHEN KUO-HUA 

China Monthly Review 

ljter being away 13 years 

I I VISIT MY OLD HOME 

MY last look at Tientsin 
had been in the disastrous 

summer of 1939 when Japan­
ese militarists were riding 
high and we were enjoying 
the full benefits of their "Co­
prosperity Sphere" with the 
city under several feet of 
filthy flood water. 

The train from Feking was 
the fa st express that makes 
the run in just under two 
hours. I remembered the train 
journeys in the old days; the 
mad scramble for seats and the 
filth and confusion everywhere. 
Now we were riding in spotless 
comfort on a streamlined ex­
press, and my fellow passen­
gers were not millionaires or 
high government of:icials but 
ordinary Chinese wol'king men. 

As we pulled 1nto Tientsin 
the friendly voice on the loud­
speaker hoped we were not too 
tired after our journey, and 
that they could be of service 
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t0 us again when next we 
traveled. 

During my whole stay in 
Tientsin I was impressed 
with the importanc~ that the 
Chinese people attach to the 
cause of peace. As a peace 
delegate I found myself treated 
as an honored and respected 
guest and I was given every 
facility to see and do whatever 
I liked . 

As we were driving from 
the station I saw once again 
the monstrous palaces that 
had been put up in the old 
days by various w'arlords who 
had fled from the anger of 
their people to the protection 
of the foreign concessions. 
There were the same towers 
and domes and high surround­
ing walls studded with broken 
glass. I asked what they were 
used for now that the war­
lords were gone, and we 
slopped to find out. T.he first 

FINLA y MACKENZIE, a teacher from Toronto, with a MA in 
Oriental history, was a Canadian delegate to the Peace Conference 
of the Asian and Pacific Regions. The son of missionary parents, 
he was raised in Tientsin and left there in 1939. 
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was being u sed as a primary 
school, the next W'as the Muni­
cipal Construction Office, and 
the third, consisting of three 
separate buildings that some 
warlord had built for his three 
sons, was a tuberculosis sana­
torium for workers. 

The former Country Club, 
which had been reserved for 
the more wealthy foreigners 
(which did not include our 
family) was now a public club 
and as we toured the lovely 
pavilion and gardens and 
I a goons I dou btcJ that the 
former occupants had ever 
seen the club looking so beau­
tiful; and they certa inl y never 
enjoyed themselves more 
thoroughly than those Chinese 
workers were doing that after­
noon. 

Some 20 years ago my father 
invested some money m 
L'Energie Elcclrique, a pri­
vate company generating elec­
tric power in Ticnts in. We 
had received several letters 
from them stating that our 
dividend checks w0re waiting 
for us, so I decided to pay 
them a visit. We l<'arned that 
the company was sti ll in pri­
vate hands and was still 
paying dividends, and I found 
my checks waiting for me. 

I asked the manager, who 
was showing us around the 
plant, how business now com­
pared with the old days before 
1949. That, he said, was very 
easy to answer. Businessmen 
in the old days were going 
bankrupt. The only ones who 
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made profits were the ill 
speculators and profit 
Real businessmen like hims 
had much of their produ 
seized by the authorities 
that the more they produc 
the more money they lo 
Now he was guaranteed a f · 
price for all the electricity 
could produce. In fact, busi 
ness was so good that he h 
extended his holdings io it 
elude a coal mine and an i 
port-export firm. He coul. 
borrow money at a low inter ' 
rate from the bank, and b: 
could sell all his imports to 1 

government establishment at 1 

guaranteed profit of thre; 
percent. That, he said, W8! 

what he called doing busines~ 
I told him that I had hearc 

that Chinese businessmen wen 
being terrorized by the Com­
muni s ts and that many had 
been driven to suicide. He 
said laughingly, "Do I look a; 
if I had l!ommitteJ suicide?" 
He did not. Life was obvious· 
ly agreeing with him just fine 

QUR family had a lways at· 
tended the Union Church 

whi le in Tientsin, and now a 
former minister of that church, 
a Canadian, is telling people al 
home that members of his old 
congregation are being perse­
cuted because of their faith 
and "had been robbed of mil· 
lion s of dollars by ihe present 
Chinese government." I had 
never heard of any mill'ion­
ai res among the congregation 
during my 10 yea:s' atten· 
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dance at the church, but I 
decided I had better take a 
closer look. . 

Since the congregation had 
been made up almost exclusive­
ly of foreigners I rather ex-

ected to see the church closed 
~own now that many for­
eigners had left; but the 
church was still there and we 
found the present minister, 
the Rev. Chen IIsi-san, m the 
ves try. The sun was stream­
ing in through the high goth1c 
window·s and the Sunday 
School had exactly the same 
~mell of floor wax and hymn 
books that I remembered so 
well. 

Like myself, Mr. Chen .had 
r.e\•er heard of any million­
aires in the congregation, past 
or present. Still less had he 
heard of any persecution. On 

the contrary, he was very 
emphatic in stating that he 
and other Christians in Tien­
tsin are not only enjoying full 
freedom of r eligion but are 
r eceiving the full support of 
the government in ca:r.~ng 
out their religious activ1t1es. 
Two members of the munici­
pal government are Christians, 
and during the last two years 
the church's activities have 
increased so that now they not 
only have their regular Sunday 
services but hold two evening 
services on weekdays as well:. 

Mr. Chen gave me a Jetter 
in which he tells of his. e_x­
periences as a Chri~tian minis­
ter in new China. I hope 
that it will be published in our 
Canadian United Church 
Observer. 

at this typical child Children receive excellent care 

* 

* 

, .. 

health center. 

t,,L~.J: , 
~ \?' . ~ l 



1: 
i: 
t: 

lane. 
newly-asphalted street 

MY chief interes t in r evisi-
tin g Tients in was to see 

how our old home at 70 Cam­
bridge Roa d had survive<l the 
war yea r s. I had heard that 
it. had been sold to a big Kuo­
mintang official and had later 
been abandoned, so I feared 
the worst. But whe'l we fin a l­
ly rounded the corner off 
Racecourse Road there was 
the same old red brick wall 
and cast iron gate. The house 
itself had seen some hard 
times. Some of the brickwork 
had begun to crumble and our 
form er flower garden was now 
a patch of flat bare ground. 

A young woman in neat blue 
uniform came down the drive 
to meet us and introduced her­
self as Miss Yao Ai-hsien 
Superintendent of the Second 
Orphanage, Tientsin Branch . 
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of the Ch inese P eople's Reli ef 
Administration. As soon as 
she heard who I was s he 
invited us all inside. 

Miss Yao told us that the 
hou se had stood deserted for 
severa l years whi le the plumb­
ing and heating systems had 
gone to pieces. Just one 
month ago the government had 
taken it over and g iven it to 
th e orphanage. Already they 
had repaired the plumbing and 
heati ng systems, fixed up the 
win dows and redecorated. 

The hallway st ill held some 
of the gloom of an abandoned 
house, but as soon as we 
opened t he door to our big 
front room the gloom disap­
peared. The sunshine was 
flooding thro ugh the open 
doors a nd rubout 20 little 
todd lers m bright cotton 
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ouilted clothes and neat white 
~prons were playinz with toys, 
and running about and sitting 
down with sudden thumps, in 
the way that is peculiar to 
two-year olds th e world over. 
Ours had been a large and 
happy family, but I don't th ink 
tha t the old house had ever 
seen such a large and happy 
family scene as this. 

The dining room had its 
little circular tables and by th e 
window were tiny washstands 
with a towel besiue each basin. 

Upstairs were the bedrooms 
with th eir rows of neat cri bs. 
My bedroom had been taken 
over by s ix young babies a ll 
under six months. Several of 
them had been very under­
nouri shed wh en they arrived 
at the orphanage, but now 
they were all as plump as 
little partridges. 

Miss Yao told us that there 
were 53 children in the or­
phanage, all of them under 
three years of age. Other 
orphanages take care of age 
groups up to 15 year s. She 
said that the Chinese gov­
ernment is not only able to 
take care of all its orphan 
ch ildren but is getting ready 

to receive Korean war orphans 
as well. There is a staff of 
23 trained nurses, dieticians 
and workers. 

THESE are the children of · 
new China receivi ng all 

the best that love and care and 
modern science can provide. 
I couldn't help rememberi ng 
the orphan chi ldren of old 
China who had suffered so 
terribly and died by the thou­
sa nd s. And I felt terribly 
proud that our old home was 
play ing such a noble part in 
buildinp; the new China that 
loves and cares for its child­
ren. 

\\" e peace workers do not 
take it upon ourselves to ap­
pro\·e or condemn the political 
svstem of a ny country. But 
\~·e do lake upon ourselves the 
great task of telli n~ the truth 
as we see it. Everything I 
have een in China has con­
vinced me that the Chin ese 
people not on ly need peace 
and want peace with all their 
hearts, but they are w'orking 
tremendously hard to build a 
peaceful ·and happy country in 
wh ich war shall never be seen 
again. 

NURSERIES INCREASE 
B EFORE li beration there were only. 58 nurseries in 

Shanghai. Today there are 458, carmg for a total of 
17,800 children. One hundred and fifty-one of the nur~ 
series cater to women factory workers. In the Shanghai 
subur ban areas there are 16 permanent rural nurseries 
in addition to i9o temporary harvest-time nurseries. 
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India-Pakistan delegates reach 

agreement at peace conference on 

Kashmir Dispute 
Q NE of the outstanding achievements of the r ecent Asian and 

Pacific Regions Peace Conference in Peking was the Indian 
and Paki stan delegations' j oint declarat ion calling for a peaceful 
solution of the long-drawn-ou t Kashmir dispute. 

The di spute arose in l!J47, when Britain part ition ed India, 
leav ing hundreds of principalities to declare allegiance either 
to Pakistan or to th e In dian Union. K ashmir's Hindu prince 
elected to join th e Indi a n Union, while Pakistan claimed the 
predom inan tly Mos lem 84,000-,qua re- mile stale. Sheikh Abdullah 
of Kashmir organized a reform government, t he prince fl ed, and 
t~e state was invaded by Briti sh-l ed and equipped tribesmen. 

\Va r continued against lhc people of Kashmir, who wished 
to dec ide th eir own affairs. India referred the "d ispute to the 
United Nations, which in HJ50 sent "mediators" to Kashmir, 
who ca rri ed on protracted negotiations but achieved no settle­
ment. Meanwhile armed st ruggle conti11ued, bitte rness increased 
between Indi a a nd Pakistan, and the An~lo-Americans took 
advantage of unsettled conditions to bu ild air bases in Kashmir. 

In P ek in g th e peace delegates of both countri es, directly re· 
presenting their peopl es, and of a variety of backgrounds and 
r eli gious and politica l convictions, were able to reach a basis 
of agreement on this problem. Th e Indian delegation , headed 
by Dr. Saifuddin Kitchl ew, ex-Congress Party leader, included 
both Congress and oppos iti on Members of Parli ament. Muslim 
leader Pir Mank i Sharif headed the Pakistan delegation , whi ch 
also incl ud ed Members of Parliament. 

The R eview feel s that this example of agr eement r eached by 
men of good wi ll , on a question so far found "i nsoluble" by out­
s iders with ulterior interests . is of g-r eat sign ificance. W e there· 
fore print the statement given us by Paki stan delegate Mir 
Abdul Qayyum, lawyer and member of the Punjab Parliament, 
together with th e joint declaration itself and excerpts from D1·. 
Kitchlew's s peech at the closing session of th e peace conference. 
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p AKIST AN SAYS: 

LET me frankly state that 
before coming here we had 

many misgivings about th e 
real situation in Chi na, be­
cau se of the constant propa­
ganda of slander in the press. 
But the peace conference has 
been a brilliant s uccess, and 
we were overw helmed with the 
genuin e regard and affection 
of the Chinese people. 

From my point of vi ew the 
highlight of the conference 
was our declaration, made 
jointly w'ith the Indi a n delega­
tion on Kashmir. It is well 
kno~n that Kashmi r is the 
main bone of contention be­
tween India and Pakistan 
today. For f ear of war over 
this question, both countri es 
are budgeting large sums 
fo r arms. While the UN has 
been playing with th is question 
fo r four yea rs, it has used 
diplomatic methods to acid fuel 
to the fir e and increase th e 
bitterness between b '.lth peo­
ples. 

The people of my country 
are thoro ugh ly disappointed 
with the Ang lo-A merican 
rulers, and Lhc All-Pakistan 
Muslim League, our biggest 
party, recently passed a re­
solu t ion to that effect. How­
ever, t he coming tog-ether of 
the India and Pakistan dele­
gations under the auspices of 
the peace conference and sub­
mitting a joint declaration on 
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the question of Kashmir is 
almost a miracle. It will have 
far-reaching effects and I have 
every hope that the dispute 
will be settled amicably and 
peacefully. 

• • 
A s we ha\·e had the mis­

fort un e of li ving under 
Briti sh rule for about 200 
years \H' haYc great sym· 
;rnth~· for the sufferings 
the Chinese peop le have gone 
through. and iL gi\'es me im­
mense hap piness to sec them 
nO\\' free from domestic and 
foreign oppression. 

Du1·ing- my slay here I have 
seen boys and gi rl s, men and 
women si nging and dancing, 
the expression of real freedom 
and democracy. The enthu­
s iasm and joy I saw during 
tlw National Day celebrations 
will ever live in my memory. 
I haYc no adequatp words to 
descr ibe it; it was a sight for 
t he gods. 

Th e crowded rC'ading rooms 
and libra ri es and the village 
schools are s ign s of the peo­
ple's great urge toward a new 
li fe . G ivcn five years of 
peace, I have no reason ~o 
doubt that the Chinese peoples 
"real ta!E-nts and capacity for 
hard work will make their 
country the st rong-est and no­
blest in the world . Long Ji ve 
peace and Jong Jive the fr iend­
ship between th e peoples of 
China and Pakistan! 

MIR ABDUL Q AYYUM 

43 



INDIA SAYS: 
QR. Kitchlew, reviewing the 

work of the conference, 
the "exchange and clash of 
opinions betw'een people of 
widely different views on every 
possible issue," which had re­
sulted in unanimity on the 
resolutions adopted, con­
tinued, "Could such agreement, 
such mutual underslanding be 
possible on any other platform 
in the world? I say, No. It 
is only the movement for peace 
which can achieve this miracle 
... which inscribes on its 

banners the advice to seek out 
and emphasize issues and 
words which unite, and avoid 
those which divide . 

" I know I speak on behalf 
of all of you," he added, "when 
I say that our conference 
could never have gone through 
its work so smoothly and 
efficiently, had it not been held 
i11 lhis great bastion of free­
dom and peace-the city of 
Peking ... " 

Enumerating the achieve­
ments of the conference, Dr. 
Kitchlew mentioned the mighty 
demonstration of peace on a 

JOINT DECLARATION ON KASHMIR: 
THE Pakis t~n and Indi.an Delegations to th e Peace Conference 

of the Asian and Pacific Reg1011s have met together to discuss 
common problems in an atmosphere of good will and friendship 
inspired by their un ited urge to preserve world peace. 

We declare our firm conviction that' all outstanding issues 
between India and Pakistan, without any exception can and must 
be settled by peaceful means. 

We consider that the continued friction between the two 
countries constitutes a serious danger to the peace of Asia and 
the whole world, and provides an opportunity for imperialist 
powers to intervene in our affairs, to the detriment of both 
countries . . . 

We, therefore, declare that it will be our constant endeavor 
to promote good will and friendship between our two countries 
and peoples through a ll possible means, including many-sided 
cultural exchanges and development of trade ... 

The two delegations view with concern the manner in which 
the supposed efforts of the commissions arid representatives ap· 
pointed by the United Nations to solve the Kashmir question 
resulted in a serious widening of the gulf between our two coun­
tries. The unmistakable purpose of th e Anglo-American powers 
in the Kashmir dispute is to in tensify lndo-Pakistan conflicts 
with a view to making both countries subservient to them. 
This situation endangers the sovereignty of both countries ... 
~ 
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regional basis at a most criti­
cal juncture in history; the 
resolutions arrived at, which 
will strengthen the peace 
movement; and the strength­
ening of the ties of friend­
ship between countries. 

"I need here mention," he 
continu~d, "only one achieve­
ment of this conference-an 
achievement very dear to my 
uwn heart I refer to the 
Joint Declaration of the Indian 
and Pakistan delegations. 

Asking for hard and fast 
work to strengthen the peace 

movement, Dr. Kitchlew said, 
"Let us prepare to fight back 
the lying propaganda of those 
who seek to use us for their 
wars. Let us spread th e t rue 
message of Peace so that the 
peoples may not be deceived 
any longer . . . Let us go back 
to our lands w'ith the message 
of this conference and popu­
larize it on the widest possible 
scale . . . Let us go back with 
the warm memory of the love 
and kindness and friendship 
which has filled this con­
ference . .. " 

We r\!cognize that it is the right of th.e entire people of 
Jammu and Kashmir s tate alone, to determme their ow~ fate 
and future , and they should be guaranteed the opportunity ~o 
exerci se this right freely. We appeal to the peopl.e of India 
and Pakistan to take immediate practical steps to msure that 
the people of entire Jam mu and Kashmir state are enabled to 
determine their future destiny freely 

The Indian and Pakislan Delegations are confident that 
all lovers of peace in both our countries will agree, whatev<!r 
be their other differences, that this is the best way to solve 
the Kashmir problem. . 

The two delegations suggest that the representat1v~s. of the 
peace movements in India and Pakistan should meet Jomtl~ to 
exchange opinions with a view to pavmg the way for a JUSt 
solution of Kashmir and other outstandmg issues. 

India 

Dr. Saifuddin K.itchlew. 
Gyan Chand (former econo­

mic adviser to Govt.). 
Ravi Shanker Vyas (noted 

follower of Gandhi). 
Romesh Chandra (All-India 

Peace Council). 
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Signed: 

Pakistan 

Pir Manki Sharif (Muslim 
leader). 

Shaukat Hayat Khan (busi­
nessman, MP). 

Ataur Rahman (lawyer). 
Mir Abdul Qayyum (lawyer, 

MP Punjab). 
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Ho Ping Wan Sui!'' 
l (LONG LIVE PEACE!) 
I JNTO the Canton railway 
t station, before dawn, rolled 
t a train carrying nearly 90 

l delegates who had attended 
1 the Peace Conference of the 
I Asian and Pacific Regions 
I held in Peking early in Octo-

ber. The group of delegates 
were from six different 
nati ons, and they called Lheir 
train the Peace Train. 

Since the close of the peace 
conference the g roup had 
traveled t housands of miles 
across China together. From 
Peking they went first to 
China's indu strial heart in the 
Northeast, then south into the 
rich Yangtze va ll ey to Nan­
king, then back across the 
Yangtze River to North 
Kiangsu to see the miracle 
of flood control on the turbu­
lent Huai River, and from 
there to a new S hanghai and 
beautiful Hangchow. Now the 
Peace Train had brought them 
to Canton in south China, 
their final stop before the 

bord er 
f 0 u I" 

h o u rs 
•. away , 

Hong­
k o n g, 
and then 

back to their homelands. 
The Peace Train pulled into 

Canton at four in the morning 
on November 7, a warm morn. 
ing, the sky filled with bright 
stars. Some of the Burmese 
and Indian delegates were 
going on directly to the bor­
der, while the others would 
remain in Canton a few day~ 
before leaving China. 

As they stepped off the 
train, these visitors from afar 
were greeted by thousands 
who had assembled at the 
station, singi ng songs of 
peace, the songs of new China. 
"Ho ping wan sui !" (Long live 
peace!), t.he JJhrase which the 
delegates had learned so well 
and which they would spread 
far and wide, resounded 
through the huge station. 

Bright-eyed children, smil­
ing and breathless with excite­
ment, rushed up to the visitors 
with bouquets. Such welcomes 
were no longer a novelty to 
these peace travelers, who 
had been greeted warmly all 
over China; but this final wel­
come from the children and 
people of Canton will per­
haps be the longest remem­
bered by the men and women 
from Australia, Burma, India, 
Indonesia, Pakistan and New 
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Zealand who had come to 
China because they wanted 
peace for the whole world. 

Arm in arm with the young­
sters, they walked through the 
crowds of cheering onlookers 
and into the waiting room, 
ga ily decorate<! with peace 
posters and Picasso's dove. 
There was s till a half hour 
before those who were going 
directly to the border would 
leave, and tea, fruits and Can­
tonese cakes were served. 
The big station clock showed 
only a little after 4 :30 in the 
morning but it could just as 
well have been mid-day with 
a bright sun overhead . 

NOW came the time for de-
parture; the crowds out­

side the waiting room sang 
and cheered and those w'ho 
were leaving began to bid 
farewell to their companions 
of the pas t three weeks . There 
was not much that could be 
said, as newly-found friends 
who had become old friends 
clasped hands firmly; some 
hastily exchanged addresses. 

One by one the Burmese and 
In dians left the waiting room 
and walked back to their train, 
amidst the roaring cheers 
from their Chinese well­
wishers, while the other de­
legates follo""ed onto the 
platform for a final good-bye. 

During the few minutes 
remaining before the P eace 
Train pulled out brown men 
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and white 
men shook 
hands and 
embraced, 
whi le an In­
dian wo-
man, ~an~ · • 
ing on the car step ~ , \\·ept quiet­
lv and among all the delegates 
f~~v eyes remained dry. 
They had come a long 
,,.,-ay together in the month 
s ince the peace conference, and 
soon all would be 011 their way 
home to tell their fdlow-coun­
tryrnen of the widespread 
des ire for peace th ey had seen 
so viv idl y expressed by Lhe 
delegates of more than 40 
countries at Peking; and they 
would tell of all they had 
learned in new China, of the 
new spir it of its people, of 
their firm desire for peace. 

As in every jus t cause, the 
fight for peace can be won 
only by unity. Here at the 
Canton station in the early 
morning hours, though the sky 
was still dark, the solidarity 
of peoples of many lands shone 
bright on the faces of these 
delegates waving to each other 
as the Peace Train slowly 
moved out. "Ho ping wan 
sui !" sounded from those on 
the train and their fellows on 
the platform, and from the 
thousands of Chinese gathered I 
in the station, over the boom- I 
ing band, re-echoed "Ho pin~ 
·wan sui !" 

- JULIAN SCHUMAN ---------
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Letter from Fushun 

BUFF-COLORED bl'icks are 
one of lh e symbo ls of the 

Northeast, symbol of thl· g-l'cat 
constl'uction WOl'k going- . for ­
\o\ard in thi s industrial heal't 
of the counll'y, Ju s t as in th e 
fnciory-filled city of Shenr 
yang (Mukckn) ilsp Jf, so all 
along- the road to Fushun 
appeal's the eviclC'nce of con­
struction in the form of ncwly­
built factori!' s and wol'k!'rs ' 
hou sing- pl'ojccts. Gl'cat piles 
of the• buff-rnlorcd bl'icks were 
ready to Ul' put into nl'W 
buildinl{s 01· were g-oing into 
the wall s of pnrtly completed 
sl l'uctures 

Riding over the little more 
than l:!O miles of rnad from 
Shenyanl{ lo Fus hun on a 
bright autumn day, we went 
through rolling countryside 
interspersed with mile nfler 
mile of field s of hnrvesled 
knoli.auy (sol'ghum) and 
11iillet. From n di st<mcc, the tall 
and neut stacks of S<l'ain wait­
i11g to be thl'cshed looked like 
clusters of . Anwl'ican Indian 
tepees. 

We pnsscd lypicnl Northeast 
villngcs, where bright l'ed 
peppern nnd ye llow· corn were 
drying in the s uu, hanging 
from doors nnd spread on the 
roofs. Oul' car sped pnst Jong 

rnws of. lus h green cabbag-es, 
pas t whitewashed walls bear­
ing- the Ch in ese words, "Long 
li ve peace!" The old style 
paper windows uf village 
houses were nt least half re­
placed by g-lass, unheard-of 
in dnys g-one by; and here 
and there th<· buff of new brick 
showed amids t anciL·nt tiled 
l'Oofs-a new building, per­
haps a vi llngc s tore, a small 
factory OI' th !'Ce-storied house. 

fUSllUN is an industl'ial 
city of '.l!:i0,000, the sty le of 

its liuilding-s s till l'Ccalling the 
clays of Japanese occupation. 
But this is only a s uperficial 
mc·mory of those times, a 
s harp contrast to the many 
rhang-es which have been 
broug-ht about hel'e since the 
<'nd of the Kuomintang in 
Nov<'mhcr l!J48. 

Coal is the big thing in 
Fus hun, and the mines, in 
operation fol' more than liO 
years, arp big- by any stan­
dard s. The Japanese drained 
China of il~ coal and the 
J\MT manag-ed to demolish 
tlw in .~ lallation s so thorough­
ly that liy the time Chiang 
was driven out, the area 
was prnctically derelict, But 
today the mines are going full 
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blast nnd production has 
passed the peak of Japanese 
rule. 

The past four yearn have 
broug-ht a new deal to the 
1woplc of Fu8h un. Jo'l'om l!J48 
th ere has been a steady ri se 
in pruduclion, while produc­
tion costs have bee n cut 40 per­
cent. Wag-e8 .have been stwhi­
lizcd and they buy mor<' than 
ever before, and lhe WOl'k­
l'rs benefit from saf<'ly dev ices, 
wclfan• measures, luhor in­
suru n('c , clinics and nurser ies. 
!louses for workern arc going 
up, und already 40 
percent of Fushun's 
workers li ve a s they 
ncvel' dared dream of 
befo re, in new brick 
l1ou ses . with larg-e well-
lig-hted ruoms, good 
furn ilul'e and bath -
ro<•lll'. A II th is has 
turned an old Fushun 
'ay in1~ into an anach ­
rnnism : "\\Then you 
come here, you've got 
to se ll all your thirgs; 
you'll change your new 
blanket for an old one, 
and the old one for a 
gunny sack." 

A corner view of the 
large oil refinery in Fu­
shun where shale from 
the nearby open coal 
mine is refined into 15 
dilfe•ent producta. 
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Fushun is typical of the 
Northeast, with its throbbing 
spi i·it of vast development, a 
development which means that 
for the fil'st time the great re­
soul'ces of the Ul'ca ar<' being 
used for the good of all the peo­
ple. The open face mine, 
the second larg<'st in the 
world, is important; but more 
important still, the miners are 
for the first lime able to live 
cl<'ccnt JivcH , and their child­
ren al'e nttending school. 
Fol'merly the minel's hardly 
knew where their next meal 
was coming from, and it was 
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An 84-year-old miner at 
the home for old workers in 
Fushun. 

almost unheard of for their 
children to go to school. 

fROM the ope11J mine comes 
coal and the shale which 

goes to the nearby oil re­
finery in Fushun. Operation 
was begun in 1932, and under 
the Japanese, part of the 
workers were conscripted 
laborers. V\'hen Chiang Kai­
shek's KMT came in after 
VJ-Day the plant began to 
deteriorate steadily as the 
result of graft, neg ligence and 
outright looting. By the time 
of liberation it was operating 
spasmodically at only 10 per-

50 

cent of capacity. One of tht 
foremen, with whom I toured 
the plant, told me of the chaoi 

• left behind by the KMT. To. 
day it is turning out 15 pro. 
du ~ ts, including gasoline, oil~ 
paints and wax, sulfates for 
fertilizers , and cement from 
the shale residue. The workeri 
get bonuses for topping quot&1 
or di scovering new methods, 
and they work ei g ht hours 1 
day instead of 12 to 15 as in 
the past. Th e refin ery works 
three shifts, 24 hours a day. 

Fushun !ooh after ii.! 
young and its aged too. The 
city has 4'1 crcchc~ and nur­
series, and I vi sited one of the 
latter, on a hill s ide near a 
park, which was opened in 
July l!l51. Th e parents of the 
nursery's JOO children pay 
only lwo-thi rd s of th e cost of 
the food; all other facilities 
including medical care, ar~ 
supplied by the Bureau of 
Lahor Insurance. 

On another hill s ide is 8 
modern two-storied building 
which is now a workers' rest 
hom_e. Built for Japan ese 
officials, who wrecked it before 
they left, it remained a hulk 
u_nder. the KMT. After libera­
tion it was repaired and an 
extension was added. 

Th r rest home has 140 beds 
and soon 80 more will ~ 
added. I is airy rooms with 
big windows overlook the 
beautiful coun tryside. r talked 
to a 26-year-old worker who 
hacl spent a month at the home 
and was going to stay another 
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month. A miner, he receivecl 
his regular salary and 
paid only one-third the cost 
of hi s food, a nominal amount 
and less than it l!Ost to eat at 
home. 

We also visited a home for 
the aged, who had been ex­
ploited and starved by both 
the Japanese and the KMT. 
Today their life uf toil and 
hardship is over, and they 
can end their days in comfort, 
I talked lo .Tai Yu-Jin, 76, who 
had worked in a machine tool 
factory for 30 years. His 
hands were gnarled and ;1e 
was almost deaf; but when I 
asked him how he liked the 
home he smiled and waved his 
hand arnund the freshly­
painted room , pe>inting to the 
two comfortable looking beds, 
the easy chair and the flowers 
on the table. In his North­
east accent, he said it was im­
possible to compare it with .his 

former life, when for many 
years he had had to share a 
smaller room with five others. 
We walked to the club-room 
where old men were sitti~ 
and reading and playing 
checkers. Outside, a n~wly 
built h othou~e caught the last 
rays of the afternoon sun. 

The fact l-hat old men like 
Jai Yu-lin have a place such 
a s this in which to spend their 
las t years is a sign of the 
times, not only in Fushun, 
but in all of China. Nobody 
clai ms that there are enough 
homes as yet; the heritage of 
the past, when old workers 
were simply tossed on the 
scrap-heap, is not overcome in 
a day. But more homes are 
being built, and the time is 
not too distant when every 
over-aged worker in need of 
a home will have one. 

- J.S. 

A workers' rest home in Fushun once 
Japanese officials and was left in ruins by the 
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'T'HE famous "Thousand 
· · Buddha Caves" are situat­

ed a few miles sot:theast of 
C!1e city of Tunhuang, which 
lifo':; outside the Great Wall on 
the old silk road to the west, 
in the most western part of 
Kansu province. From the 
Han to the Tang Dynasty 
(100 B.C.-906 A.D.) Tun· 
huang was an important com­
merc~ial and cultural center. 

The first few of the cave~ 
were excavated at San Wei 
Shan by a monk in .166 A.D., 
ond they were added to until 
the Yuan Dynasty, when there 
were more than 1,000. 

The walls and roofs of most 
of the caves were covered by 
murals, which, if joined to­
gether, would extend 15 miles. 
Buddhas, in terracotta, stucco 
and bronze, were numbered in 
the tens of thousands. Out­
side the caves were the great 
temple~ where religious texts, 
embroideries, scrolls and ban­
ners were kept. 

From the epoch of the Five 
Kingdoms to the Yuan 
Dynasty (960-e.1260 A.D.) 
the times were very unsettled. 

.52 

During the conflicts that raged 
many of the temples and cavea 
were destroyed and the mon]a 
in charge dispersed, burying 
many priceless manuscripts be. 
fore they left. Over the yea!'! 
earthquakes and dust took 
their toll, and when the Tun· 
huang Research Group took 
over the care and upkeep of 
the caves after liberation, it 
was found that 470 caves of 
murals were intact. 

In 1900 the monk Wang 
Yuan-lo, who lived in one of 
the temples, discovered in the 
temple yard a sealed cave. 
Measuring about 5 by 9 by 
5 72 feet, it was full of manu· 
~cript rolls, temple instru· 
ments, notebooks, rubbings, 
Buddhas, drawings on silk and 
wood, and embroideries. 

This collection covered the 
period from the Northern Wei 
until the Northern Sung 
(about !l!l5 A.D.), the manu· 
scripts consisting of religious 
writings, books on etiquette 
and customs, geography, me­
dicine, astrology, novels, ly· 
rics, Tang poems and essays, 
letters, records of accounts, 
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court proceedings, census 
and other subjects. figures, 

The books were written in 
Tibetan, Indian and several 
other languages besides Chin­
ese. 

The find was of inestimable 
value but the Ching (Man­
chu) 'rulers ignored it The 
monk remained in sole charge,. 
and when he went into the 
city to beg support from the 
officials and rich landlord~ he 
would take a few of the things 
to present to hi s benefactors. 

If many of the treasures ~f 
Tunhuang were lost in this 
way, even more were taken 
from China by foreigners. The 
Opium War exposed the weak-· 
ness and corruption of the 
Ching Dynasty to the world, 
and a host of foreign adven­
turers de cended upon China 
in search of spoils. 

ONE of these was the Briti_sh 
explorer Aurel Stem. 

Sent to S'inkiang and Kansu, 
he· heard of the valuable 
find that had been made at 
Tunhuang, and went there im­
mediately. 

Greatly excited by the 
treasure, he coupled insistence 
with bribery, overcame the 
monk's scruples and "pur­
chased" a considerable quantity 
of manuscripts, drawings and 
embroidery. Stein later wrote 
a book about hi s adventures, 
describing how the monk was 
prevailed upon to bring a few 
manuscripts from the room , 
which was filled with them, and 
to let him and hi s secretary 
examine them. . 

Immed iately realizing t_he1r 
great value, Stein examined 
more of the manuscnp~s. 
Bound in canvas, they wer~ m 
a good state of preservation, 
<1s were the pictures, P_am~ed 
on silk. Trying to Justify 
himself Stei n wrote that he 
wonder~d how many of the 
manuscripts, which the monk 
was taking such poor care of, 
he could "save;" and the11 
went on to say that he was 
very happy because the monk 
esteemed his treasure so 
I' htl v and that by control­
ig ·' ·t t he ling his own exc1 emen 

confirmed the monk's low 
estimate of it. 

d revival of interest during the pas't' Th has been a nationwi e C 
ere of th "Thousand Buddha aves, three years in the art storehouse. eA xhib"tion of these art 

T h . Kansu province. n e i 
near un uang m . h t red the country, and many f Ch. ' ancient past as ou . 
treasures rom mas f U __ _. by handicraftsmen in 

. f h been success u y U"'-"U ch 
Tunhuang mot:i s ave hi 'cl b the Tunhuang Resear 

. . d th work T s arti e Y • . 
clo1sonne an o er · . f y historical and artistic lli f h rrymg away o man 
Group te ng o t e ca D ·1 nd was trans-
objects' from the caves, appeared in the Kansu airy a 
lated by Max Wilkinson. 
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Pelliot went to 
huang to see 
could unearth. In 

Sui period (581-617 A.O.) 

10 cases he took awa 
with him were the mo 
valuable of those I 
by Stein. Pelliot, how 
ever, did Stein one b 
ter: before he left 
destroyed some of ' t 
murals. 

For a time the old monk was 
apprehensive as to whether 
the local offici~ls would permit 
th~ removal of so many of the 
things; bu~ the local gentry 
were not m the least inter­
ested in ancient relics. Each 
night for seven nights Stein's 
secretary brought loads of 
~anuscripts and drawings to 
his camp, and 10 months later 
24 cases of manuscripts and 
five. cases of drawings and em­
broidery reached London. No 
wonder Stein gave his secre­
tary so much credit for the 
succe~s of the venture. 

Stem was typical of those 
who came to China and car­
ried off her ancient treasures, 
wh~le they sneered at the 
Chi~ese . . 'ls "uncivilized" and 
lacking In culture. In 1914 he 
retu~ned to Tunhuang and 
carried ~ff five more cases of 
man.uscr1pts, and in 1919 he 
received a knighthood in re­
cognition of his success. 

AFTER Stein's first raid in 
1907, much interest was 

aroused in the Tunhuang 
caves, and in 1908 Professor 

In 1912 the 
ernment sent a group to Tu 
huang, who took away 5 
i:ianuscript rolls; but by thi 
time the Manchu Governmen' 
had awakened somewhat an 
decreed that the remam1 
manuscripts should be brough 
to Peking. However, on th 
way the carts were so pillag 
by the officials that those it 
charge, in order to make up 
for the loss, divided the re. 
maining rolls so as to equal tb1 
number with which they had 
started out. At present, 8,600 
pages of these writings are ii 
Peking. 

Although everything mov· 
2ble at Tunhuang had thus 
beell: s tolen or taken to Peking, 
foreigners were still attracted 
to the caves. In 1924 an 
American, Warner, finding no 
manuscripts, stole the very 
paintings from the walls· he 
used adhesive tape to re~ove 
26 of the best murals, in some 
places actually cutting away 
pieces of the cave wall to 
secure parts of some of the 
murals intact. The scars left 
by Warner's depredations can 

China Monthly Review 

bE' seen today in the caves num­
bered 320, 323 and 329. 

Warner also made off with 
sc.me beautiful Tang Dynasty 
statuary, including a Buddha 
from cave 328, which was the 
best example of Tang art i;t 
the caves. But when he re­
turned to the US with his 
prizes, his backers were dis­
appointed that he had brought 
so little, and it was arranged 
that he should try again the 
following vear. 
THE 1925 expedition was 

better equ ipped than the 
first, and Warner was especial­
ly keen to sprure the mural 
frc·m cave 285, a painting of 
the Northern Wei period . Al­
though the government cared 
little that the cultural herit­
age of the nation was thus be­
mg looted, the people living in 
the area thought differently, 
and refused to let him live at 
the caves. 

Followed everywhere at Tun­
huang, the frustrated Warner 
went to Kinchuan, where the 
l,ical people were also pre­
pared for him; they 
locked up members of his 
group and demanded a 
ransom and an apology 
for his actions. Going on 
to Ansi, he was told there 
that he could stay only a 
few days. In this way 
he was forced to abandon 
the pr oject. 

When the People's 
Liberation Army r eached 
Tunhuang in September 
1949, the decades of 
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pillage to which the treas­
ures of the "Thousand Budd­
ha Caves" had been sub­
jtcted came to an end, and 
their remaining riches came 
into th e hands of the people of 
China. In 1950, the Tunhuang 
Research Group wa~ organized 
by the government to protect 
and study the caves, and in 
195 1 this group r eceived a 
prize fo r its work. 

In Paris and London, Chin­
ese scholars are not even per­
mitted to see the things stolen 
from their country, whereas in 
China the nation's cultural 
heritage is being protected and 
used in the development of the 
arts for the benefit of the 
whole people. Exhibitions of 
Tunhuang paintings shown all 
eyer the country give the 
people a greater understand­
ing of their culture and his­
t cry, a nd determin11tion to 
protect their native land from 
any recurrence of the whole­
sale robbery which was per­
r.1ittecl to occur in the past. 

Tang period (618-906 A.O.) 
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REVIVAL OF SOOCHOW'S 

HANDICRAFT INDUSTRIE 

5oocHOW, lying about 45 
miles west of Shanghai on 

Taihu Lake, has Jong been 
famous as one of China's 
handicraft centers. In its best 
days, the city's handicraft 
workers were employed in 
more than GO trades. How­
ever, in the 'thirties a nd 
'forties these trades declined, 
because of excessive capital 
exploitation and the huge in­
flux of foreign goods. 

As a result of the help ex­
tended by the people's govern­
ment Lo the handicraft work­
ers in the form of production 
loan s a nd supp lying raw mate­
rials, handicraft trades have 
made a rapid recovery. Com­
pared with 1948, there are 
nr.w almost twice as many 
workshops and workers, who 
now number nearly 70,000, 
About half of the city's enter­
prises are handicraft trades, 
which provide employment for 
one-fifth of the inhabitants. 

In 1951, the average in­
crease in output was 30 per­
cent, compared with 1950, and 
some trades, such as the mak-

• • • Hung Yeh-I\ 

ing of abacuses, chess se 
shell buttons, musical instr 
ments, embroidery, flow ers anl 
ve lvet, enjoyed an unpr 
cedented boom. 

Orders poured in so fast last 
year that some trades fo unl 
great difficulty in filling them, 
as for example the abacw 
trade, which received an ordei 
worth Y 400,000,000 from tbi 
Shanghai General Goods Col"JI' 
c;ration. The difficu lty wai 

lack of capital, as also experf 
e nced by the chess trade whe1 
it got an order for 250,00~ 
sets from the Northeast. Thi! 
prob lem was solved by govern· 
ment assistance, and the or· 
ders were filled . 

COMPARED with 1950, in· 
creases in production and 

sales last year were pheno­
menal. Chess sales rose by 50-0 
percent, shell buttons by 2500 
percent - with even bigger 
orders coming in this year. A 
newly-developed trade is the 
manufacture of violins and 
other musical instrument~ 
production of which went up 
by four times. 

One of Soochow's chief and 
best known products has been 
embroidery. At present, more 
tr.an 70,000 women wo~ at 
this trade on a part-time basis. 
The pr oduction of elaborate 
clothes for statues of Buddha, 
coffi n cloths and other ex tra­
vagant ornnmcnts haf declin­
ed, but this has been more 
than offset by the great in­
crease in the output of cover­
lets, children's clothing, opera 
costumes, tab le cloths, pillow 
cases and othC'r useful articles, 
which have found wide sale. 

The many native products 
ex hibiti ons held in various 
parts of the country have stim­
ulated the demand for Soo­
chow's products. Last winter 
this resulted in contracts for 

* 

nearly Y5,000,000,000 with 
North China and the North­
east alone. In a singl e trans­
action last year Yl,100,000,-
000 worth of embro idery was 
so ld . 

One of Soochow's compara­
tively little-known industries 
is Lhe rai s ing of jasmine and 
other frngrant flowers, chiefly 
used to scent tea. Last year, 
as prices for these flowers 
were raised, cooperatives 
brought in more than 10,000 
picu/s of flowers, valued at 
¥30,000,000,000. Th e growers 
have joined cooperatives and 
higher prices have enabled 
them to build more than 1,000 
greenhouses, in addition to 
contrib uting a large sum for 
national defense and purchas-

silks drew crowds at the exhibit 
Bombay, India in 1952. 
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ing victo ry bonds. 

Before liberation , the 70 
workshops for hand-woven 
velvet were practically at a 
sta ndstill. Since then, the 
quality of the product 
has been improved and 
111anage mcnt is more efficient 
as a res ult of the joint 
operation system. To meet th e 
i11crcasing demand from a ll 
parts of the country, th e 
original 100 looms have now 
increased to more than 700, 
with a corresponding jump in 
output. 

In add ition to the domestic 
business done, trade re­
lat ionships have been es tab­
li shed with the democratic 
nati ons of eastern Europe. 

A S the> purchas ing power of 
work ers and peasants ha s 

increased, their demand for 
articles of daily use has al511 
gone up. The towel and knitting 
industry, for example, h&1 
greatly expanded, with im. 
proved organizaticn and better 
quality of products. Orders for 
te ns of thousa nds of towels 
have come in from consumer!' 
cooperatives a nd state depart. 
ment stores. 

The January-May period is 
usually a slack season for the 
knitted stocking trade, but thil 
yPar the local General Goods 
Corporatio n placed an order 
for 50,000 dozen stockings to 
tide the trade over the s low 
sr-a~o n. Other trades, such ai 
coi r brushes, pots and pans, 
sca les, writing brushes and 
stonework, have sim ilarly 
benefited from local coopers· 
tivcs' heavy buying and plac· 
ing of orders. 

ORDERS FOR PRIVATE INDUSTRY 

CHINA NOTES 

Agricultural Production Soars 
WITHIN three years, China 's farm prnduction has attained or 

exceeded pre-wai· leve ls. In I 9.J!l, grain output dropped 
to three-qua rte rs, and cotton output to littl e more than half of 
pre-war figures, while draug ht a nimal s decreased by 16 perc~nt 
and farm tools by 30 percent. 

This yea r , agriculture presen ts a far different picture. As 
a n ·s ult of large-sca le gov!!rnment aid to farmers, great con­
s.erva ncy works, and th e increase in mutual-aid tea m organiza­
tion, total farm output last year exceeded 1949 by more> than 50 
percent. The fo llowing is a summary of bas ic crop figures : 

GRAIN: Taking the pre- \\'ar level as 100, output in 1950 
was 87, in 1951 it was !!5, in l!J52 it was 109. Compared with 
l!J4!1 , last year 's g rain production was up ·10 pcorcent. 

COTTON: Last yc>ar's cotto n crnp was double that of 1949, 
and 55 percent bigger than the best pre-war crop. 

SOYABEAN: In 193 1 soyabean prnduction totaled 11 ,000,-
00 (1 tons, which decreased 40 perce nt during the war. Crops 
are now climbing back to pre-war levels, with unit area produc­
tion in so me sections more than twi ce the pre-war average. 

PRIVATE indu stry in East China has recently receive/ 
substantial government orders for products and pro­

cess ing work on the bas is of long-term contracts signed 
with the Eas t China branch of the state-operated China 
General Good s Corporation. 

WHEAT: Las t year's bumper cro p was 15 percent higher 
tl:an the excellent 1951 harvest. Highest yield was achieved by 
a Peop le's Libe!·ation Army unit in Sink iang prnvince: more 
than 9,0 00 pounds per acre. 

As a resu lt of r ecc>nt large-scale purchases made by thi 
corporation, the problem of heavy in ventor ies is ceasing to 
plague private manufacturers. Advance payments to pri· 
vate industry came to 40 percent of the total value of 
contracts s igned. These orders have enabled most priva 
factori es to maintain normal operation during the usu 
seasonal slack period. 

LIVESTOCK: In three yea rs the numbe r of cattle, horses, 
mul c>s and donkeys has increased ::!G percent; sheep have in­
creased 42 percent, nearly reaching the highes t pre-war level. 

Compared with highest pre-war production, HEMP last yeai· 
was six times, TOBACCO nea rl y three times, and raw SUGAR 
13 percent higher. Compared with 1950, 1952's TEA crop 
was two and one-half times bigge r , RAW SILK production 50 
percent bigger. 



~SOYA BEANS ~ IJCa [ITJIII[J tui 

8 Agricultural Region.: 

2- Waia wbu1 trtL 

, -Spriq: · wbuc ; n1auna : t:Wltt. 
4-5o7• baD• a.nd k.ollu1 (1011hom). 
,_Wlznn : wbc11; ruounu : kaoliao& A .m.., 

~~•:::.;.a;:::.,~· 

. ... .,_.., . ...... • MJLUT . 1'114H111'1 Oiua 
• WHE.l T • COAN • RA.NS 0 KAOWJ«; (tOaCHUM) 



j 

I 
I 

11 
I 
1 1 
i 

I' 
I 

1: 
L 
1: 

China Notes . . . 

A Nation Goes to School 

EDUCATION in China ha s been reorganized a nd placed on a 
broader basis in order to meet the needs of the country's 

constantly expanding con strudion. In three years, t he number 
0f students has increased and education for all is rapidly be­
LOming a r eality. By contras t, during the last day-15 of Kuomin. 
tang rule, DO percent of the population \ms illiterate and less 
than 40 percent of school.age chi ldren were in school. In the 
winter of . 1 !J4D, there were on ly HJl ins titutions of higher 
learning- with about 130,000 students, and in round figures , 5,200 
high sch oo ls with 1,270,000 students, and 346, 700 primary 
rchools with 24.200,000 students. Since then the following has 
been accompli s hed. 

* 
PRIMARY SCHOOL cnrollmPnt thi s fall exceeded 49,000,· 

000, more than double the peak (19 ·1G) KMT year. In Shang. 
hai , nearly !J5 percent of sc hool-age chi ldren are in school. Pre­
sent plan is that 80 percent of th e nation's children will receive 
primary education in the next five years, 100 percent within 
10 years. 

HIGH SCHOOL enrollment now total s about 3,078 ,000 , or 
('3 percent more than in 1046. Las t fall nearly all high school 
~raduatcs took college entrance examinations, accounting for 
two-thirds of total college enrollment (one- third were workers). 

FREE TUITION in all colleges and universities, beginning 
last autumn, removed the financial and soc ial barriers which for 
centuries kept all but a handful of Chinese youth from getting 
a higher education. In addition, students receive a monthly 
s ubs idy for food and,_ in case of need, other allowances. 

TBCHNICAT. AND MEDICAL TRAINING has been stepped 
up, to end the gap ):>etween higher education and practical life 
that existed in old China. Of the 65,800 students admitted to 
colleges and universities last fall, 5!J percent entered technical 

62 China Monthly Review 

schools and departments. More are training as teachers in 
medicine and natural science. 

ENRO LLMENT in colleges totals 21D ,700 , nearly 70 per-
cent a hove the top KMT level; 35.4 percent of these s tudents 
arc in engineering, compared with only 18 .!J percent of the 1946 
enrollment. 

REORGAN IZATION of the broken-down and in efficient 
higher edu cat ional s ~·st<:m inherited fr om the Kl\IT will increase 
the numb~r of c>nginee ring schoob from :J l to 47, agri,.ultural 
colleges f rorn 18 lo 33 , normal colleges from .30 to 3 ,1 and med­
ical col leges from 2() to 32. 

WORKERS AND PEASANTS are now able to get the c<luca­
tior \\·hich in the past has always been denied them. More than 
20 P"rcent of th e nation's co llege s tudents, 60 percent of the high 
schoo l "ludcnts, and 80 pc1·cent of the primary school pupils arc 
now of worker and peas:rnt origin. Introduction of the five-year 
primary school sys tem makes attendance ea sier for these chil­
dren, a nd to increase the number of worker-peasa nt students in 
in stituti ons of higher learning, 12 special middle school s were 
~et up for them last year, where concentrated courses are given 
to prepare them to enter regu lar college classes. 

SPARE-TIME AND WINTER SCHOOLS for workers and 
peasants arc in addition to r egu lar school s. More than 3,000,-
000 workers attend s pare-time classes and nearly 50 ,000,000 
peasa nts s tudy in winter schools, with another 24,000,000 in 
spare-time schools . 

MORE TEACHERS arc needed to take care of the steady 
increa"e in the number of students, es pecially during the next 
five or s ix years. Th e nation 's teacher requirements are enor­
mous: l 0,000 college teachers, 100,000 high school teachers, 
1.500,000 primary school teache rs, and a great number of tech­
nical teachers for special classes . . Teachers ' salaries in l!J52 in­
creased , a s compared with 1()51 , by 18 .G percent for college in­
structo rs, 25.5 percent for high school teache rs, and 37.4 per­
cent for primary school teachers. And for the firs t time the 
teachers have their own organization-the China Educational 
Workers' Tracie Union . 
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statemenf-----------------i• to find out the truths of na­
A 

I 
To Japanese Scientists 

this ivory tower of complacen­
cy; lo s hork me into the 
fundamental realization that 
therc is no s uch thing as 
"pure" science; that scie nce 
has a meaning on ly in relation 
to its sel'v ice to mankind; on ly 
rn so far as it helps to create 
a 1·ich and beautifu.J new 
WOl' Jd. 

1-. ------------ Joan Hinton 

J N memor·y of th t• thou sands 
upon thousands of in no­

cc•nt people, of the children, 
the ulcl people, 
the men and 
women ul' every 
wulk of life who 
were so ruthless­
ly murdered, so 
wanton ly burned 
to death at lliro­
shinm and Naga­
sal<i, I would like 
to se nd these few 
word s tu the 
scienti sts of Ja­
pan , through the 
.J npa Ill' s< ' del e!(a­
tion at this con­
fe ren ce. 

As a s<' ientist \\'ho \\'orked 
at th e Los Alamos, N<'w Mex ­
ico aton1ic bomb project; a s 
one who touched with my own 
hands the very bomb which 
was dropped on Nagasak i, I 
feel a dec•p s<•n se of guilt and 
shamc at the part I played in 
thi s crime ugain s t humanity 
as a whole, and this crime 
against the Japanese people in 
rarticulu r. 

How was it that I as well us 
prnctically eve ry physicist in 
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the Un ited Stutes came u 
work in one way or anoth 
on this horrible weapon 

mass destructio 
during the Sccon 
World War? Per 
haps my 
story could 
used as an obj 
lesson to all. 

From as earl 
as I can rcmern 
ber I had an i 
satiab le desire t 
know how th 
world was pu 
togethe1-, and 
cletermined to b 
come a. scienti 

Th e more I s tudied science th 
more I absorbed the philo 
phy of "sc ience for science' 
sake ." This philosophy is th 
poison of modern sciencc . . I 
was due to this misconceplro 
to this separation of sc icn 
from soc iety, of science fro 
human be ings and hum 
Jive~. that I came to work o 
the atomic bomb during t 
war. 

I believed as did many 
my co ll eagues, that our job 
scientists went only so far 

China 

ture. Anything beyond this, 
anything to do with the appli ­
cation of the knowledge we 
scie nti s ts discovered, wu s of 
scco rH.lary co ncern to us. In 
our study of pure sc ience, we 
had no time to concern our­
selves with s uch trifl es. The 
npplication of sc ience must be 
left to statesmen and engi-

I say lo those S<' ientists , 
both in Japan a nd the United 
St.a tes \\'ho evcn now are 
still engaged in r ese:i rrh on 
a tomic l.rnmbs, hydrogen bombs 
a 1td bactel'iolog-i cal wal'fare: 

ncer!'. 

il 
And I am ashamed to admit 

took the ho!'ror of the 
bombings of l!irosh ima ancl 
Nagasaki to shock m<' out o f 

r--JOAN--1-f"'r"NT"'oN:r:;;:.,~---.,:~~~:;;~--~-------1 
f'l'llow in Physics at The reactions to Miss Hin -
th e Ins!Jlute of Nuclear ton's statement were quick 

I 
Scud1cs, Uni\'ers ity of Chicago, and significant. It• sincerity 
c.1111 e lo China shortly after and obvious sense brought 
the end of the war, and, for the entire conference to its 
the past few years, she and her feet. Correspondents pre•ent l 
husband, an American agri- cabled it to almost every 

l 
culcural specialist, have been country in the world. 

,~orking on a livestock breed- From the United States, : 
. mg fann near Inner Mongo- too, there was an immediate 

I 
lia. In Peking at the time reaction . The University of I 
of. the peace confe rence, •h e Chicago called in the press 
JOmed the US d elegation as and issued a •tatement . 

an observer. I g noring the one and only I 
_ Following a luncheon me r t- point to the speech-the 

I mg between the US and social responsibility of scient- l 
Japanese de legat ions she ists-the univers ity declared 
drafted a letter to J:panese that there was no cau"" for 
scientists, intending to send alarm (and therefore no l 
it to the Japanese delegation. n·ason to blame or susp•ct 
When she showed it to some t~e university administration) 

U
f the US d elegates, they smce Miss Hinton did not I 

urged her to issue it as a carry any atom bomb secret• 
ormal statement to the full from Chicago to China! 

------------------------------------------
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Think again what it is you are 
doing! You may believe that 
you are gaining scientific fame 
by the papers marked "secret" 
which you a re now filing away 
in the safes of the US Army, 
but this utterly fa lse and 
shameful fame is an illusion 
which will soo n be trampled 

tn dust by the hatred of 
peoples of the whole world. 

I shake the hand of all th 
who have refused to join 
thi s deadly work, and say 
let us work even harder 
force the outlawing of atom· 
bombs, bacteriologica l war 
fare, and all weapons of m 
destruction! 

,--------·----------------------------------, 

A Tale of 

Two Factories 
-----JOHN W. POWELL-----

THI S is the story of two factories, one a hemp weaving mill in 

i Scientists and Doctors Say. i 
I I 

ii TWE~TY-SEVEN. scientists and doctors who attended the

1 

I. 
Asian and Pac1~c Regions Peace Conference signed a 

: statem ent condemning the use of bacteriological warfare. Ex- · / 
cerpts from their statement follow: 

the eastern reso rt city of Hangchow, the r1t hcr a woolen mill 
in th e northern port ci ty of Tientsin. They have many s imilar· 
iti cs but in a number of \\'ays they are quite different. They 
arc simi lar in that both are booming, round · the-clo~k factories 
wh ere men and women arc working at high >peed to supply the 
manufact ured goods which China's expanding economy requires. 
Th cv are di ssimilar in that one is a brand new state-owned 
fact~ry , while the other is 30 years uld and privately-owned. I : 

1 Having examined all the We invite the sc ientists I 

:
I available materials, of high and doctors of every coun. I 

scientific value, on whiclt try in the world to pay at-i likewise were based the tention to the materials ! 
1 conclu sions of the Inter - which \\'e have stud ied, so t 

: national Scientific Commis- that they too will be con- / 
I sion fo 1· the Inves tigati on \'inced of the truth and / 
I of the Facts Concerning raise their voices in right.' I 

i 
Bacterial Warfare in Ko- , I 

eous protest against this 
rca and Ch ina, we are fully abominable crime for which / 

1 convin ced that th e US arm-
1 ed forces have committed tht• US government has / 
I this crime, and hereby made itself respo nsible. / 
I strongly denounce this Finally, we demand the I 

j criminal act of misusing immediate ratification a nd / 
I science against humanity_ implementation by all coun- / 
1 As scientists and doctors tries, without exception, of I 
: we firmly believe that the Geneva Protocol of / 
I science sho uld be develop- June 17, 1925, prohibiting /

1 
eel for the benefit of man - the use of all poisonous 

I kind and not for wanton and bacteriological wea- i I de~ truction pons. / 

L---------~----------~-----~---------
66 

The state-ow ned Chek iang Hemp Weaving Factory, despite 
the newness of its buildings and of much of its machinery, has 
a histo ry of severa l years. Back in the mid-thirties the old 
Ku om intang (KMT) government, in one of its more rational 
moments, bought enough weaving ma chinery from England to 
set up a moderate-sized hemp mill. IIo\\'ever, the KMT seemed 
incapable of further effort. The machinery was indifferently 
stored away and forgot ten . 

After Chi ang and his corrupt Kuomintang had been chased 
off to Taiwan, the new government revived plans for the mill. 
Th e machinery-bad ly ru sted and with about ~O percent of the 
parts mi ss ing - \\'as unearthed and \\'ork bcsclll on restoring it 
and putt ing up suitable factory buildings. 

Work started in Deccmbe1· l!l4!l. All sorts of problems kept 
crnpp ing up. There was a s hortage of cng_ineers experienced 
in this field , while all workers had to be trained from scratch. 
Howeve r work went ahead and the fa ctory began operation m 
Augu st l950, eight months later. 

This description of two factories was written by the Review's 
Ldi tor who recently visited several of the major cities of China, in 
comp~ny with the US delegates to the Asian and Pacific Regions 
Peace Conference. 
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In the process, both workers and managerial staff learned 
a great deal about the hemp weaving business. Consequently, 
when work began on the East Workshop-the second stage of 
the building plan-in Decem·ber 1950, a number· of improvementa 
were made in machinery and in the manufacturing process. 

The new equipment-manufactured by Chinese machinery 
works- not only enabled the factory to skip one entire process· 
ing operation, thus effecti ng a considerable saving in labor and 
substantially reducing the time required for production, but also 
to turn out yarn 30 percent stronger than that manufactured in 
the first plant. With the completion in October 1951 of tbil 
plant, work began on the third and, for the present, final plant 

The Big North Workshop, the machinery for which is also 
made in China, is now nearing completion and will go into 
operation early this year. This plant is distinguished not only 
by improved machinery aesign, but by its s ize. It is consider­
ably larger than both the firs t and second plants combined and 
will employ 7,000 workers, thus raising the mill's total working 
force to 10,000 men and women. 

There is no unguarded machinery, huge ventilating shafts 
suck off the dust and hemp particles above the various shredding 
machines, du st-settling sprayers are standard equipment. The 
entire factory is air conditioned in summer and centrally heated 
in winter. 

But even more impressive than the factory buildings and 
the machin ery were the r ent-free dormitories, the athletic fields, 
mess halls and other facilities built for the workers. The build· 
ings are spread over an unusually large area, with room for 
lawns, flower beds and trees around each bu ilding. Scattered 
through out the site are a number of large open areas which will 
be landscaped a nd where ath letic field s have already been laid 
out. Aside from the typically factory-like works hops with their 
saw-toothed roofs, the whole effect is rather like that of a col· 
lt'ge campus. 

This concern for the well-being of the workers goes beyond 
providing good working conditions and overall physical sur· 
roundings. Three s ubstantial meals a re provided by the factory, 
which al so run s a special-diet dining room for underweight or 
undernouris hed workers. Food, according to the workers, is 
above average, with plenty of fi s h, meat, eggs, chicken, veget­
ables, rice and bread. Workers on the night shift get a break 
during whi ch they are served steamed bread and soya bean milk 
at company expense. 
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The factory-community also ha s a cooperative at which prices 
range from seven to 30 percent less than in the regular stores 
in town, and a barber-beauty s hop where prices are about one­
third less than the going price in Hangchow. Th e .People's Ban.k, 
the postoffice and the H s inhua Book Store mamtam uranc hes m 
the compound. 

Women workers get 56 days paid maternity leave. When 
they return to work thei r child ren a re cared for, if they ~o 
desire, in the free creche and, later, nurse ry run by the factory. 
Mothers get one and a half hours a day off, with no loss of pay, 
to nurse th eir babies. Th e factory pays a ~pec ial subsidy to 
help ca re for weak babies. 

The factory also provi des facilit ies for a va ri ety of educa­
tion and recreation act ivi ties. There is a rnain li brary w ith 
6,250 volumes, plus two smaller circulating librari es. There are 
129 newspaper reading and current affairs di scuss ion groups 
with a membership of 2,000 worket's, and 307 workers are now 
participating in the new rapid character lea rning method by 
whi ch literacy may be gained r elatively qui ck!y. The factory's 
spare-time technical school has 1,510 worker-students. 

The workers have organized a number of r ec reation clubs 
which have basketball, volleyball, ping pong, badminton and 

Workers' dormitories of the Chekiang 



Workers from various departments of a state 
textile mill map out production plan. 

g"ymnas tic equipment. They have drnma and choral s ingi 
g 1·o ups and a Lrnadcas ling sys tem. Dances are held each wee 

Undel' s uch co nditions , th e s pirit o f th e wo rkers is unde 
sta ndalil y high. Overa ll working- efficiency today is three tim 
g reate r th a n when the fir st plant opened in Augus t 195( 
Eight hundred rati onalizati on propos als have been made bi 
work e rs, r esulting in th e sav ing of seve ral millions of yua~ 
The factor y now has Hi model wol'ke rs, 815 advanced worken 
and 12 advanced \1•orking groups . 

THE J en Li W oo len Factory in Ti ents in is a privately-own« 
ente rp1·ise es tabli shed in 1!)22. Since then it has had iu 

ups and downs but today it is working at ca pacity with no letu1 
in s iJ.{ht, is ea rning a s teady profit and its parent company ha; 
begun to expand its operations , opening two new factori es-ar 
egg prncess ing plant and a hemp weaving mill. 

As th e general manage r and principal s tock holde1', Chu Chi 
s un , ex plain ed to us when we visited hi s factory, this is thr 
first tim e in many years that th e management cou ld look to th 
future with confidence. In the pa st, even in r e latively prosper 
ous times, the future was uncertain. When the Japanese ()(­
cu pied Tients in , they forcibly "bo uJ!ht" J en Li's products at I 
dictated price which often did not cover production costs. Afte 
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th e Japanese defeat, the Kuomintang came. Th e inflation of the 
currency and the flooding of the China market with American 
l(oocl s nearly drove Jen Li to the wall . · 

Lik e man y ot her bu s iness men and ~ndu striali sts , the manager 
of t Jw .J en Li compan y g ree ted the new government with mixed 
f('(· lin ;.:s. He was g- lad to set• lhc• end of the Ku omintang but 
al lht· sa me time he had man y douJ ,ts a J,nul what was com ing-. 

While prospt'C l s J,cg-a n to look up almost ;rnmedialely after 
the J( uorninlang-' s de fea t , th e immed iate po o; t-liberation period 
was one of rcadj us lm ent. The factory had to mecl and overcome 
a number or difficulti es . Before Central and South China were 
lil 1eratecl, the facto ry had lrouldc in J,!'Cll in g raw materia ls and in 
rontaclinJ.{ its full mark et. It wa s able lo tide over thi s pe riod 
la1 g-P I>• th rough J.{Ove rnm ent aid in the form of suppli es of raw 
mater ia ls and purchases of fini shed products. 

Tlw Aml•ri ca n -im;t'iJ.{aled Ku omintang l1loc:rncie and th l' late r 
lJS p111lia rJ.{o ag-ain st China prese nted new prnli lt>ms. Jen Li wa s 
<'Lil, ff fro m so me of its ma rk ets, particularl y in the case of its 
ru g· \\'l'~l\·ing- factory whi ch lived on expor~s and whi ch sub­
scquC'n ll y had to s us peml operations. The factory was also cut 
off frnm its usual sou rces of machine r y and spare parts. 

ll t•weve r, a s it worked out, there were al so some advantages 
o be de rived from the blockade and emha rJ.{O. It immediatel y 

r cmovt'cl frorn t he market thC' fl ood of A mcric·an goods which at 
im C's in the pas t almos t put .Jen Li out of business. It also 

Rapid development of cultural and educational work 
puts heavy demands on the paper industry. 
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A new flax mill, one of the many recent additions 
to China's industrial plant. 

created a demand for various woolen industrial products hr 
factories whi ch formerly depended upon American and westen 
European s uppli ers. To fi ll s uch orders, Jen Li had to install new 
machinery a s its old equipment, des igned for producing high 
g rade clothing- material, co uld not turn out the type of good! 
required by indu stry. 

After considerab le di sc ussion between the management and 
the work e rs, it was dec ided to attempt the joq right in the 
factory, adap t ing- som e of th e machin e ry, des ig-ning new machine; 
themse lves and getting it hand -made loca lly . The j ob wa! 
finally comp leted and J en Li is now turning out seamless heavy 
felt blankets fo1 · paper machine rolle rs and a variety of other 
industrial woolen products. At present about 70 percent of it.! 
output goes to indu stry . 

After inspec ting the factory and talking with some of the 
workers, we had a lengthy question and answer sess ion with 
the manage r. Replying to a qu es tion abo ut labor r elati ons, Mr 
Chu stated: "Right after liberation I wa · worried. I though! 
now that the Communists have come I'll inevitably have labor 
trouble. However, it wasn' t long before I rea lized that such 
wo1Ties were g roundless . The guiding prin.:1ple for factoriel 
in our new society is to develop production but in such a war 
a~ to benefit both labor and capital. 
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"We have a labor-management committ~e made up of re­
presentatives of both management and workers . It meets re­
gularly to disc uss and sett le any problems which may arise and 
on the bas is of unanimity in our decisions , we have a lmost al­
ways been able to iron out any problems to the sati sfaction of both 
sides. Howeve r , if it is imposs ible to reach agreement, we may 
refer the matter to the Labor Bureau for mediati on. In the 
almost fou r years s in ce the li beration of Ti ents in , we have had 
to ask for s uch mediation onl y once. " 

Working condit ions in th is factory arc quite good and, as 
is th e case in all other factori es vi sited, are improving s teadily. 
All the now usual fac ilit ies- a nurse ry for workers' chi ldren, 
athl et ic field s and equipment, worke rs ' clu b, co-op, mess halls, 
!> pecia l di et kitchen, dormitories, sc hool subsidies for workers' 
childre n, complete hPalth, accident, death and old age insurance 
coverage, educational and recreationa l faciliti es, E: tc.- are there. 
Wages ha ve ri se n, now averagi ng th e equivalent of 2,000 eggs 
or ~~O pounds of beef per month. 

Toward th e end of the di scuss ion, one of the delegates popped 
th e "key" question: What is your profit s ituati on and what will 
happen to you when soc iali sm finally comes to China? 

"We work on a cost-plus sys tem," Mr. Chu replied, "with 
the rate of profit running between Hi and 20 percent of pro­
duction cos ts . We g et a higher rate on goods ordered by gov­
ernment organi zations, suc-h as factori es ana state trading com­
panies, as these are th e things the country need s , wh ile our rate 

These spinners of a state cotton mill have just set 
production record. 



of profit on the high quality luxury goods we turn out is !owe 
In addition, we get a special tax reduction on our net pro 
figure because so much of our output is of needed goods. F 
instance, the highes t rate of tax on net profits is 30 percen 
but our tax is 24 percent. 

"Net profits after taxes are divided as follows: 10 perce 
is set aside for reinvestment, or reproduction, as we call it-fo 
additional machinery, plant expansion, etc.-and eight perce 
for stockholders. 

"The remainder is divided into 100 equal parts, with 60 par 
going to the owners and managerial staff as bon uses, 15 pa 
used as bonuses for workers, 15 parts for further improvi 
safety and overall working conditions in the mill and the r• 
maining 10 parts put into a general fund, the disposal of whi ' 
is decided by our consultative committee. Sometimes 
spend it all, in which case we carry it forward into 
year's accounts." 

Turning to the future, Mr. Chu declared that he had 
qualms. "Under New Democracy we have an important role 
play in building up our country. The national bourgeoi sie · 
one of the four classes represented in our united front goven 
ment. It will be some time before our country is sufficient 
developed to go into socialism, but when that time comes, I 
cipate no difficulties. 

"The general living standard will have \·isen greatly, we" 
all be better off then. I ' ll naturally keep my personal proper!. 
including my car. and my house. The Jen Li company has opet 
ed two new factories since liberation and I expect to go inl 
socialism as the manager of all three, maybe of four or five u1 
even half a dozen by that time. 

"I do not have to be concerned about my children's welfar 
now or in th e future. My oldest son is a college professor teacl 
ing chemistry, my daughter is teaching piano at the Centn 
Music Conservatory, another son is now s tudying piano, and rn; 
fourth child is in high school. All are making out quite safo 
factorily, the two younger ones being members of the You 
League. Their future is assured." 

THIS is the story of two factories. It is so typical that virtu 
ly the same story could have been written about almost 

of the several other state and private factories we visited · 
Peking, Nanking, Shanghai, Hangchow, Shenyang and Fush 
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A number of conclusions may be drawn from these descrip­
tions. Among them two in particular stand out. First, the system 
whereby both state and private industry exis t side by s ide ob­
viously works, and apparently works well. Second, China 's work-
ing men and women have a rea l stake in the new society and 
appear capable of accompli shing the country's industrialization 
in reco rd time. 

r--------------------
• I TIENTSIN, 

-------1 
1952 I 

I I 
I 
I Two Impressions 
I In a former concession district 

I 
a disconsolate old-time Westerner 
now out of the river that rushes so gaily forward 
holding on to memories when men 
stood aside for him while he walked with assurance 
haught i ly, into cool comfort, out of the heat 
of a summer's sun. 

I 
: I 
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l 
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Today 

his bungalow is as ever, as well-kept as ever 
though a pedicab instead of a shining car 
brings him home for t iffin; he is as carefully 
tailored, with ch ipper shorts, wh i te si lk 
stockings, yet with no shade of a smile; an 
exclamation mark of si lent disapproval; 
seeing noth ing, hearing nothing. 

and down amongst the factories 

in a cotton mill where workers move so surely 
there has come what is to me the revolution 
stated in clear, material terms: a new 
ventilating system cooling great workrooms, 
and the workers lift the ir heads proudly 
and the air moves round their sweating 
bod ies soothingly, encouragingly, for they 

I 
I 
t 
: 
I are one with the river, a part of it, I 

and the weal th they make ! 
comes back to lift them. For them 
li fe is a changing thing, and now I 
with each change the air is purer, sweeter I 
in Tientsin . I 

---------·----~---:.~~WI ALLE~. I 
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A landlord gets his comeuppance-----------

Ni g Jzt-Cro wing Rooste1 
L·-----------A short story by Kao Yu-p04 

AT evening, when the sky 
already was very dark, 

from the fields came a group 
of men, s taggering . with 
weariness. Th ey were the 
hired hand s of the landlord , 
"Skinner" .Tou. 

"I'm dead i i red!" one of 
them groaned. 

"That rooster is damn 
queer!" swore another. "He 
crows every night just when 
I've fallen as leep. Old Skin­
ner has the same rotten di ~­
position . Th e minute the bird 
calls, he's there yapping for 
us to go up the hill. But 
dawn doesn't come until after 
we've been working for a Jong 
time." 

"He's got money, and the 
rooster helping him besides," 
said a third. "He really is 
lucky." 

"What has lu ck got to do 
with it?" an other peasant de­
manded. "How come it never 
crowed early before--0 nly 
no_w? There's something fishy 
go111g on. I've just got to kill 
that old bird!" 

Still talking, the peasants 
returned to their quarters. 
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In order to get a little mon 
sleep, they lay down as soon 
as they fini shed eating, thougl 
a few smoked and chatted 1 

while before retiring_ 
Kao Yu-pao had been suffer. 

ing with the "runs" for several 
days, and before Jong he had 
to get up to clas h to the 
privy. On his way back , he 
locked into the manger to sei 

whether the ox had enougl 
hay. Just then, he noticed a 
man creeping toward the hen 
hou se. There was no moon. 
light and he couldn't see h~ 
face. 

At first he thought, "It's a 
thief. I'd better rouse every. 
body." Then he decided, "No. 
This fe llow's family has no 
o1:h er way out; that's why he's 
stealing. If I shout, won't I 
ho harming him? I won't 
make a sound. If he cleans 
out the hen house, there won't 
be any r ooster to greet t he 
dawn, and we can get some 
sleep." 

At that moment, the man 
thru st out his neck and cover· 
ed hi s nose with his hand, as 
though about to sneeze. "Be 

China Monthly Review 

careful!" Kao thought anxi­
onsJy. "If Skinnel' J11u hears 
you, that'll be bad! " 'Chere 
\\'as still some hay in the man ­
ger, and Kao wanted io go 
back to bed, but at the same 
t ime hr was afraid to startle 
th e th ief. "If I step out, he' ll 
rur. away, and he'll have mad e 
the trip fo1· nothing," Kao 
mused. "I'd bette r stay where 
I an1 a nd see who it is." He 
~ <ll~atted to watch the fun . 

.To hi s ~ lll"JJri se, the man 
nwde no movement fo r a long 
iime, ihl'n blared out a n 
imitation cnck"s crow. Kao, 
puz z!Pd, drew back as the man 
a1;proached the ox shed. st ru ck 
h match and peered at the hay 
11. the mangP1-. Kao saw him 
ph1i nl~' in the l ight of tk lil­
tle flare. Tl wa s i he lanrl: ord, 
Sk inner J ou. 

"So it 's Skinner who"s been 
doi ng a ll the crowing in the 

middle of the night!" mutter­
cd Kao. "So he's the old sneak 
hPhin d thi5 mystery:" 

Of course, the real rooster 
rE-~ po nded Lo the la ndlord's 
call, an d soo n every cuck in 
th e ,·ill age was crowing. Kao 
was furiou s, but hf' didn't 
dare re,·ea l himself. 

" Even>body up to work on 
tlw hill 1 Th e rno ~ ter i ~ 
crowing!" bawled Sk inne r , 
r.f!er wh ich he r etu .-r> ed h o'.ne 
t o s leep. 

BACK a~ the hired ii :.i nds' 
quarters, Ka o found the 

me n cursing angrily. "Son of 
a bitch! He d oe~n ' t crow 
early, he doesn't crow Iate­
on ly right afte1· we get into 
bed. That bird ~ h ouldn ' t be 
ca lled 'rooster'!" 

" What should he be ca ll ed? "' 
m·kPd a peasa nt named Liu. 

''Tl1e r; 1·im Rraper ! If we 

Kao Yu-pao, 26, is one of the outstanding writers of 
worker and peasant origrn who hav<' come to the fore within the past 
few )'ea rs. Born. and raised in a poor peasan t 's family, he was ill­
trea tcd by the landlord for whom h e herded swine. Later he work~d 
in a coal min<', and in 1947 he joined the People's Liberatio n Am1y. 
At that tim e he could write only 100-odd characte rs, but h e studied 
hard and decided to write a book about his experiences. Encouragr d 
by hi s comrndcs and superiors, he fini shed the first draft of his auto­
biography, "Kao Yu-pao," last yea r. The present story, a chapter 
from the book , a ppeared in "People's Liberation Army Literature" 
and was translated by Sidney Shapirn. It is a vivid picture of the 
hateful cunning of the landlorcl a nd the ingenuity of the pea<ant• in 
outwitting him. 
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Yi. ng- alwny5 sa y ing, ' Who­
evel' sll'ikes Lhe fi rst blow 
wins the batllC'.' W hy can't 
we teach him a lesso n and do 
t hi s 

The peasants lis­
tened to I< ao 's 
seheme, then la ugh­
ed hearti ly. "Good, 
good!" lhl'y ap­
proved. "Lcl's do it 
tha l way !' ' 

AL noon wh en 
they relurn l'd for lun<'h. Ski 11 -
11 cr .Jou still !'Ur~ed l helll . I3u l 
t h<'v said 1111Uii11g, a11d thl' in­
cid~· 11L sc't' lllt'< I lo he e nd ed. 
TW O or Lhr<'e d:1 ys l:t tC' r , 

Lht• hired hand s had big 
st 'eks all prepared. They ex­
tingui shc•d t he lamp arte r su p ­
Jler and se nt yo u11g 1\:111 in to 
t he co urtyard t.o \l·at<'h. /\bout 
a n hour had g<> IH' hy ll' hen 
I<ao s pott<'d Ski1111c•r tip-(n<'i ng 
toward till' hen hous1• . . Ju s t 
a-; the land lo, ·d rc•:1t·llC'd t he 
cloor, Kao s hou (c•d ll'i t h a ll h is 
n:ight. 

'"T'hiel'!"' 
Th e men t":llltc' pouring out. 

Th ey k11oc·ked .)011 do\\" 11 and 
began pounding him ,,·ilh 
th ei r sticks. 

"Stop! It's me !'" scpmwked 
th e landlord. 

"Sure il is. Let's see whe-
ther you come stea ling 
ch ickens agai n! " 

Kao ran Lo t he eentc:r of the 
cou rtyard, yelling, " War•I 
ch ief J ou! Co me on out! A 
thief ! We've caught a thief!" 
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The uproar awakened the 
Japan ese ga rri son officer !iv. 
ing in the landlord's house. 
Flanked by two bodyguards, 

he rushed into the 
co urtyard with pi stol 
in hand. 

" Littl e thief not 
a ll owed !" he scream. 
ed. "Beat a ltogdher 
to death!" 

From Lhe bed. 
r oom , th•~ la ndl ord's 

wife a nd son, Nui sance, 
has til y bega n to c ry, " Don't 
hit-" when the res t of their 
\\Ord s wC' re clrowrwd oul by 
th e r oar of L\\·o bho ts from the 
office r's pi s lol. 

"Ai ya 1"" brn yed S kinner 
Jou . "It's 111 e !"---and dove 
hra cl fir s t inlo the chicken 
coop . 

•\ s thc> .Ja panese e l o~ed in 
on him , pi -; to l ready for nn­
o th e r voll<-y, .J ou 's w ife, nak­
ed l'Xc·e pl fo r a pair of trou­
Sl' rs elukhecl lo her wai ;~ 

came jounc ing franli('ally out 
11f Ur e ho 11 sc·. li e r loud wail, 
' "Jl e's t.ltc• \\":1rd C hi ef !", fin· 
ally s layl'cl tlt l' onlcl·rs' hand. 

"llut you've neve r eo mC' lo 
the hen house before !" The 
peasa nt s fc> ig necl g rea t a ston­
ishment. " \Vlty have you come 
out in the middle of the night 
t0 s natch chickens? Quick, 
so mebody bring a light! " 

N UTSANC:E came running 
from the bedroom with a 
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lamp. What a sight! Blood 
was streaming from two 
wounds in the landlord's 
thighs. Like a mountain phea­
sant, Skinner had worried 
about hi s head, but left his 
tail s ticking out. The men 
hauled him out and Ret hill' 
on the ground where he hugged 
his injured legs and bawled. 
His face was covered with 
slimy bird droppings. De­
lighted, the hired hands kept 
thei r ex pressions s traight. 

"We thought it was a thief," 
sighed peasant Liu, r€gretful­
ly. "What ever are you doing 
out here at this hour?" 

"It's te rrible!" sobbed the 
landl ord. "The last thing I 

knew, I was in bed, sleeping 
deeply. I can't imagine what 
evil force dragged me to the 
yard I" 

"Ve ry dangerous !" the pea­
sants said solemnly. "There 
must be ghosts in your house. 
You'll have to be more ca!"e­
ful !" 

They carried Skinner back 
to his room and the Japanese 
officer sent for a doctor. Both 
of the lan.dlord's thigh bones 
had been broken. Skinn!'r 
was in a fury of fru stration 
but there was nothin~ he 
could say. 

He never dared to go near 
th e hen house again. He 
s tayed away from the fields 
too. 
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China's Largest Province: 
Sinkiang in the Far West 

Fast becoming one of the country' 

important productive regions -

SINKIANG (Chinese Turkes· 
tan) , China's westernmost 

province, is sparsely popu­
lated , but possesses natural 
resources and vast areas 
which are now being 
made f ertile by irrigation. 
Unde1· Kuomintang (KMT) 
rule, the people were subject­
ed to heavy exploitation by 
officials and landlords; trans­
portation was rudimentary 
and th e provi nce was isolated 
from the ~ o untry's indu strial 
centers. Most of the popuJa. 
tion lived a primitive herd ing 
life. During- the past three 
years, however, Sinkiang has 
made rapid strides in the de: 
velopment of its agriculture, 
industry and trade. 

With an area of more than 
1,700,000 square kilometers 
(two and one-half times the 
size of Texas ), Sinkiang is in­
habited by only some 5,000,-
000 people, composed of 13 
dilfe 1·ent nationaliti es. l!ig. 
hurs (Turkis ) are in the 
majority, forming about 75 
percent of the population; 

82 

Kazahks, Hans (Chinese), 
Moslems and Mongols ma 
up another 20 percent; th 
reet include Tartars, Manchu~ 
Sibos, Russians and others. 

For the most part Sinkiang 
is a vast region of rocky de. 
serts, subdivided by greal 
mountain ranges. Tht>se moun. 
tain s furni sh what little water 
the lowlands receive; in th1 
Tien Sha n mountains alon 
are thousands of glacie 
giving rise to as many riven. 
Wh e re these rivers emergt 
from the mountains, oaSEI 
have grown up, where most 
of the pop ulation lives. Agrf 
culture depends upon the effi. 
cient use of river water for 
irrigati on. 

Sufficient t o irrigate vasl 
areas, in Kuomintang da)1 
the water was monopolized by 
rich landlords who sold it ti 
the peasants for an exorbitant 
share of the harvest. Onl1 
an estimated one-third of tht 
lan d and watei· r esout'I:!! 
were being used, and under 
KMT-landlord rule culti\·ated 
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land was allowe,d to return to 
the desel't. No fiood control 
or equitable distribution of 
water was enforced. 

DURING the past three 
years, however, the gov­

ernment has begun work on 
water conservancy projects 
on a large scale. The People's 
Liberation Army men station­
ed in Sinkiang pioneered in 
this constructive work, and 
they were joined by tens of 
thousands of civilian workers. 

No easy task, for example, 
was the construction of the 
People's Canal in Turfan. 
Though little more than five 
kilometers long, the canal had 
to cross desert and to cut 
through a high rock cliff. The 
difficult job wa~ ' done after 

three months' intensive w 
and included the constru 
of sluice gaies and a bri 
As a result more than 30, 
mou (5,000 acres) of 
Desert have become fe 
1.!tnd, increasing Turfan's fa 
ous grape crop by 100 
cent. 

Today Sinkiang is crisscr 
ed by such irrigation can 
with new ones being ope 
up in cities like Hami, Tih 
Akosu, Kasbgar and in ma 
C'ther areas. By last Jul 
irrigated land in 
totaled 739,323 mou (mo 
than 123,0-00 acres), of whi 
nearly two-thirds were wate 
ed by newly-built canals. 
f c re liberation there 
only 513 canals; this y 
there were 10,178, in additi 

One of the irrigation project. carried out by PLA 
men in Sinkiang. Inset shows the land before 
reclamation. 

1,738 springs and 717 
Us. 
Owing to the introduction 
high-yield cotton and wheat 

by the government, 
umper crops have been 
thered throughout the pro­

e. Compared with 1949, 
utput of cotton was 175 per­
nt, and of wheat 130 per. 
nt. This year new wheat 

roduction records have been 
ttained; in one region, about 
o acres planted to winter 

heat produced an average of 
:ore than 9,088 pounds per 
ere, an unprecedented figure. 

THER government meas­
ures have contributed to 

gricultural progress. During 
he first six months of 19 5 2, 
overnment loans to farmers 
taled more than Yl0,000,· 
00,000. Also, mechanical 
arming is being introduced, 
nd two collective farms have 
een established. These are 
quipped with tractors, and 
y this summer much other 
achinery, including 120 sow­

rs, 123 plowing machines 
nd 702 harvesters, was work­
ng on the land . The exten· 
ion of the lan.d reform pro­

ensures a further in· 
'ellse in agricultural produc-

and betterment of the 
armers' Jiving conditions. 
A few years ago, Sinkiang 
d virtually no industry. In­
trial development was hin­

ered by the high mountain 

ranges which ma.d.e transporta­
tion difficult and costly. For 
the simp~t manufactures, 
the province depended upon 
ot.her areas of the country. 
On the one hand, the prices 
of manufactured articles were 
high, and on the other, the 
prices of its agricultural pro­
ducts drastically declined. 
Economic development WM 
thus stifled. 

During the past three 
years, the goverJVllent has 
a<:hieved an initial success in 
its effort~. to develop industry 
in Sinkiang. A nUllJlber of 
industrial enterprises have 
been established, including an 
iron and steel works, a ce­
ment plant, three power 
plants, several open - face 
mines, a flour mill, a match 
factory, a soap factory, a 
sugar refinery, a wool spin­
ning mill , and a textile mill. 

Again , PLA men have con­
tributed greatly to Sinkiang's 
industrial construction, for ex­
ample in the building of the 
Chi Yi Textile Mill, inaugur­
ated last July. Of concrete 
construction and equipped with 
the most up-to-date machin­
ery, the mill is the biggest in 
the province. Along with 
more than 200 technical work­
ers, engineers and specialists 
from Shanghai, an army of 
PLA men took part in the con­
struction job, un,der such 
rigorous conditions as felling 
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trees at 40 degrees below zero 
on the Tien Shan Mountains. 

The rapid progress of Sin­
kiang's industry has given 
additional impetus to the de­
velopment of the overall 
economy of the province, its 
agricultural production, the 
interflow of goods between 
urban and rural areas, and 
has been responsible in large 
part for the raising of Jiving 
standards. 

QEVELOPMENTS in Sin-
kiang's communications 

have been equally impressive, 
Compared with pre-liberation 
days, the total length of high­
ways is now 60 pen:ent 
ir i-ea ter ; there are more than 
20 main trunk highways in 
the province. Improved com­
munications have aided the 
development of internal an,d 
external trade. In three 
years, the Sinkiang Trading 
Company, largest in the pro­
vince, has established 10 sub­
companies and 36 branches. 

Cooperative enterprise has 
also made great strides. Sin­
kiang now has more than 200 
cooperatives of various types, 
large and small. Compared 
with 1950, cooperative mem­
bership this year was nearly 
100 percent larger, while 
capital increased 90 percent. 
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With the rapid development 
of agriculture, industry and 
trade, Sinkiang's economy hu 
entered upon a , period .of 
healthy, flourishing growth. 
Under the Kuomintang, while 
the province stagnated, prices 
were the highest in the coun. 
try, and kept inflating until 
the Sinkiang Provincial Bank 
issued banknotes in the de. 
nomination of 6,000,000,000 
Sinkiang dollars (equal to 
10,000 KMT "Gold Yuan"), 
Bureaucrats and blackmar. 
keteers reaped huge profibi 
while the people of Sinkiang 
sank into debt and starvation. 

Commodity prices in Sin. 
kiang, as in the rest of China, 
have been stabilized; in fac~ 
they are much lower than 
during the early post-libera­
tion period. If t'he wholesale 
price index of December 1951 
is taken as 100, it fell to 85 
in July of this year. Great. 
est reduction was in much. 
needed industrial equipment, 
which fell in price by about 
47 percent. 

Stabilization of commodity 
prices and the currency have 
rE;Su!ted in a great increase 
ir. deposits in the People's 
Bank. Taking the December 
1949 deposit in,dex as 100 it 
jumped to 35,488 in the flrsl 
half of this year, a.n increase 
of more than 350 times. 
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A SUCCESSFUL CLEAN-UP 

in our Lane 
\
Battle 

'----------SHIRLEY WOOD HlJANG 

HANGHAI'S former "key S y" system enabled the mone . . to a 
hrndlord , in add1t10n 

O
minal monthly rent, to get 

n · 1 p sum 20 years' rent in a um 
from the first tenant, wh.o hop· 
ed to recover it from his suc-

hen he moved out. cessor w . 
Putting up jerry-bu~lt ~ouses 
and getting back bis mvest­
ment very quickly, the land· 
lord had no interest whatso-
ever in maintenance. . . 

We al'l'ived in Shanghai six 
months before liberation and 
stayed in a hotel two months 
before we found a house. Th.e 
best that could be said f~r ~t 
was that it was cheap . . I d1dn t 
see j,\ until we moved m. Our 
pedicabs, filled with u~ and our 
luggage, stopped outside a rot­
ting wooden gate on a narrow 
street, while someone asked at 
the store next door for the key. 

Garbage and lurid black 

water filled the gutter; along 
a bamboo trough which jutted 
from under the gate ran a 
trickle of urine. Our pedicabs 
squeezed through the gate and 
up a narrow lane, skir_ting a 
cave-in, then turned mto a 
yard. 

Facing us was a row of five 
house fronts, exactly alike, 
from which the stucco was al­
ready peeling, although they 
had been built only three 
months. Three of the houses 
had just sufficient fronta.ge fo.r 
a man to walk along with his 
elbows sticking out. 

The greater part of the yard 
was taken up by a fenced en­
closure which our landlord 
hoped to rent out as a work 
yard; at the moment it was 
fi'led with what appeared to 
be rubbish, but he said he was 
going to sell it and make 
some money. There was also 

HUANG was born in Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
SHIRLEY ~<?OD olle e where she met her husband, a 

and went to M1ch1gan State C . g 'Sh h been in China for six 
Chinese veterinarian a~d se_r?logilst. h e a~ ' ldren in this country. 
and a half years and is raJS1ng 1cr t ree c ' 
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a sort of shed, which leaned where bad-smelling millipedes 
tipsily against the fence. bred in the thatch during the 

It was equally depressing in- summer and invaded us in 
side our house. The plaster swarms. 
was already yellowing and the The more energetic residents 
w.oodwork begin. .. wanted to corn. 

;un~al~d wo~:; ,, 'M· ' ' ' ~· .? :~~n th~bo~~he~~ 
a slightly bounc- hoped we would. 
i~g fl oor to the · ·' :z A neighbor draft. 
kitchen. Across 11 1 t ed a letter tb 
the back lane, ,'( l ~ ' ~ & the police de-
nearly th re e partmen t, which 
feet wide in one place, was n half of us signed. The others 
wooden shanty with a that- unwilling to become involve~ 
ched roof. The lane was fill- made excuses, and the letter 
ed with muck, which promised went out with the next day's 
to become odorous in hot rubbish. 

weather. No one was happy about the 
Later, the house agent, whom open latrine near the entrance 

the landlord ca lled a scoun- of the lane; but we could do 
drel, 1 nld us that the land lord nothing about it because the 
wa . .; a swi ndler. The landlord gtore which used it was owned 
said that the contractor had iJy the landlord's brother and 
cl1eated him. We tenants felt furthermore the store ga~e us 
that it was six of one and half a through right-of-way and 
dozen of the other. kept the gate locked at night. 

QNE of the first things we 
did after settling was to 

dump buckets of cinders into 
the back lane - and watch it 
sink out of sight. However, 
our neighbors followed our 
example, and after a year i>r 
so we could use the back door, 
if we didn't mind the crawling 
creatures that dropped off the 
thatch of the shed opposite. 

As we became acquainted we 
began to discuss the problem 
of how to improve our sur­
roundings. Our chief worry 
was the thatched fire hazard 
behind our tinderbox homes, 

The three end houses in our 
row, practically up against the 
landlord's fence, got no air or 
sunlight, and the tons of peat 
which he stored in the work­
yard, calling it "industrial 
material," bred myriads of 
insects. By refusing to pay 
nnt for months we persuaded 
the landlord to make urgent 
house repairs, but we could 
OHly curse our other miseries 
and collectively endure them. 

8tl 

QNE day in the spring of 
1951, when our lane in­

cluded 10 families, 30 children 
and four pregnancies, three 
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young women from the Fu 
Nu Hui (Family Women's 
Organization) walked into the 
yard and asked where they 
could hold a meeting. All we 
women of the lane gathered, 
and learned that the govern­
ment wish <!d all lanes to or· 
ganize branch~s of the or­
b't1nization, which would help 
us combat illiteracy, landlords 
and other evi ls. 

We regist.~red our names and 
elected a representative by a 
process of '!limination. Who 
was not working? Who could 
read and write? Who had a 
small family? The one e]ec. 
ted was not very enthusiastic, 
but no one else qualified. 

At di strict meetings our re­
presentative learned where to 
get ass istan-::e and how to use 
it. Organization itself gave 
us enough weight to accom · 
plish some things. We 
persuaded the neighbors to 
repair the sewer, which had 
caused the cave-in, and the 
store to r ebuild its sagging 
wall, which had been held 
up by props in the lane. 
The landlords jointly paid 
for a new gate, and the 
junkyard fence was moved 
back to give the houses a 
five-foot frontage. We 
bought a small blackboard 
for our wall newspaper and 
agreed that for a week at 
a time each family in turn 
was to sweep the lane daily, 
turn on the light in the 

Shanghai's Willow Pattern 

Pond waa recently dredged. 

evening and close the irate 
after 10 o'clock. 

When the men saw our re­
sults they became enthusiastic 
and undertook to install an­
other light at the head of the 
lane, and a bell at the gate for 
the convenience of late-comers. 

WHILE most of us sat back 
to enjoy what we had ac­

complished, some wanted to 
make an attack on the owner 
of the thatched shed. We were 
unanimous that it should be 
removed, but differed on 
r.1ethod, and compromised by 
sending a delegation to discuss 
the matter with him. He 
p.olitely guaranteed that the 

i hed would not burn down, 
which did little to ease our 
minds. We then asked the 
city construction bureau to 
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investigate. The shed owner 
said that he intended to put 
on a tile roof eventually, and 
there the matter rested. 

Then one night a nearby 
lumber yard burned down. The 
wind blew flaming brands over 
us, and the shed owner had 
all hiR workmen on the roof 
wh ile we passed up buckets of 
water. Two weeks later he re­
placed the thatch with tiles. 

In the meantime our land­
lord's brother started making 
coal briquettes in the junk­
yard, which he sold in his 
little store at the gate. We 
complained about the rickety 
shed and the fence, which 
was about to collapse, but he 
did nothing. Then it rained 
one day and the shed fell down 
into the yard. It was rebuilt, 
and a small oven was added, 
to dry the briquettes in wet 
weather. At night, with the 
fire supposedly out, they were 
left in the oven. 

Before long, a fire started, 
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which we put out, 
and then sent a com­
plaint to the police. 
The next day a 
policeman i n v es· 
tigated, but told us 
firmly that produc­
tion was more im· 
portant than our 
problems. We said 
that the coal com­
pany filled the yard 
with briquettes to 
dry, leaving no 

place for the children to play; 
but he replied that we had 
rented .houses, not a playground, 
and the yard belonged to the 
landlord. The landlord's bro­
ther stood by, smirking. 

Next month there was an­
other fire, and then another, 
at midnight, when the oven 
burst open. The lane was 
kept busy forming bucket 
brigades. At last the coal 
company agreed to stop mak­
ing briquettes in the yard, but 
continued to store them there. 
THE health and sanitation 

campaign, which began in 
June, 1952, gave us support in 
our anti-coal movement; and 
by this time we had a full­
fledged lane residents' or­
ganization, with accountant 
and cultural director. We took 
the coalyard to the police sub­
s tation, the dis trict station, 
the district government and 
finally to the construction 
bureau, which handed down the 
verdict that as the owner had 
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only registered the store, not 
the work yard, the latter was 
therefore illegal. He h~d to 

t out and we gave him a 
ge th 'It was as simple asi mon · 
that. 

That night we called a_ me_et­
. t discuss the samtat10n 
mg o·gn which was attend-campa1 , . f 
d by a representative rom 

:he police, who explained m~re 
about it. Sanitation, he said, 
was not only a matter of 
national pride, but also of na­
tional defense. Everyone was 
to clean house inside a?d out, 
with particular attention to 
the breeding place:i o~ rats 
and insects. Citywide inspec­
tion would be held soon and 
the model lanes presented 
with red flags at a ceremony. 

We elected a lane health 
director, and the next day w.e 
sent a letter to the Public 
Health Bureau. A PHB work­
er came, looked at the work 
yard, shook his head and ask­
ed to see the landlord. Our 
representative took him over, 
and came back with 
the news that the 
landlord had to tidy 
up his rubbish and 
cart away the entire 
pile of peat. ~e had 
also given his un­
willing consent for 
us to move the fence 
back another foot 
and a half. 

On Saturday we 
cleaned our own 
houses, and on Sun­
day we moved the 

fence, swept the ground cl~an, 
and sprinkled powdered hme 
around fences and walls and 
the back lane. Then we ~at 
back and waited f~r the. i~­
spection team, which d1dn t 
get around until two days 
later, when the children . had 
tracked up the floors again. 

Since then we have sent 
two .women to a s~ort 
course on health and sanita­
tion and six dead rats to 
the police. The lane health 
directors have formed mutua~ 
inspection teams and chec~ al. 
houses and Janes weekly in a 
red flag emulation contest. ;r'h0 

children have been organized 
in a fly-swatting brigade and 
also compete for red flags. 
And when we were r.~e.ntly 
asked if we had any cntic~sms 
of the police, we complained 
strongly about the young 
policeman who had refused to 
listen to us the summer before. 

We are not a model lane, 
or even a good lane, but we 
all think it is great to be 
organized. 
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NEW DEAL FOR 

Fukien's Minority Peoples 

JN a tiny village in eastern 
Fukien, Chu Yuan Ping, live 

18 families of Miaos, the 
minority people formerly so 
downtrodden and persecuted 
that they were on the way to 
extinction, Although they con­
s tantly struggled against 
racial discrimination, until 
liberation their numbers con­
tinued to dwindle and their 
life •became more difficult. 

The myth of the Miaos' 
"natural inferiority" has long 
been carefully fostered, but­
tressed by superstitions and 
tales since ancient feudal 
times. A local myth had it 
that the Miaos were not des· 
cended from human forebears, 
as were the Hans (Chinese), 
but from a dog. 

The then king of Fukien 
was said to have promised his 
daughter to anyone who would 
rid him of a certain enemy. 
A dog killed the king's enemy, 
and the king, in rage and 
mortification, killed the dog and 
had its skin dried in the sun. 
As if possessed by a spirit, the 
skin suddenly ftew into the 
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• • • Ho Tun-sun 

palace and enfolded the prin­
cess, who, as a result, was 
found with child-the supposed 
Adam of the Miao race. 

Such absurd fairy tales 
helped to maintain racial 
prejudice against the Miaos, 
who, under age-long persecu­
tion, grew few in numbers 
and were driven into the moun­
tains. Even there they were 
not free from the exploitation 
of landlords, who contem­
tuously rented out distant 
plots of barren land to them 
at r entals exceeding 50 per­
cent of the harvest. They 
were desperately poor, always 
threatened with starvati on, 
the men frequ ently carried off 
by press gangs to fight in the 
incessant civil wars. 

Altho·ugh few in numbers, 
this group of Minos took part 
in the revolutionary struggle 
during the years 1927-1936. 
They joined a guerilla detach­
ment as the Red Army parti­
san movement spread in the 
region, and fought against 
Chiang Kai-shek's "mopping­
up campaigns." In August 
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T t s burned 1986, KM roop 
down their village; they re­
b ·it only to lose their huts 
m . ' when they were burned 

~gai7~ndlord · Chin Kai-chien 
a~d his gang. He shout~ 
that he would burn their 
houses as fast as they could 

rebuild them. with help and 
Nevertheless, R d 

encouragement from the e 
Army they did rebuild; but 

. ' KMT troops reduced. agam h t 
thei r dwellings to a~ es wo 
months later. The M1a~s tem-

·1 took refuge m the 
porant ~ns and soon after­moun a1 ' ed 
wards triumphantly returi:i 
to their village after helping 
to defeat Chiang's troops. 

Now, this same village, de­
vastated so often, wears a 
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bright and prosperoua air. 
Shortly after liberation, . the 
government issued a consider­
able amount of money ~nd 

·n to the Miaos for 1m-gra1 h 
mediate relief, and furt .er 
credits were given to assist 
the restoration of farm pro-
d t . As a result of land uc ion. 
reform, the 18 households re­
ceived 140 nw-u of land, a~d 
the peasants work on their 
own land with double ~~t?u-
~. One farmer, reJ01cmg 

/ that he now enjoys the retu.rn 
from his toil, plans to raise 
his output next year . by work­
ing harder and usmg more 
fertilizer; and he ri:called the 
bitter past, when he ~ ~f 
sessed a tax of 45 pi 

a ·n when his harvest was gr I , 

Jess than one picul. 
· everywhere Progress 1s seen . the 

in the new village. While 
annual output of tea. aver­
aged only 1 piciils, this year 
it was nearly 29 piculs; and 
where the villagers former~y 
hid out in the hills as their 
houses were reduced to .smo~­
ing ruins, they now hve in 
two big buildings construct­
ed for them by the govern­
ment. One Miao woman 
said, "Not long ago we wer~ 
like birds without a nest, 
now we are all well ~oused , 
thanks to the people s gov­
ernment." 

Where there use~ . to be 
hunger, the Minos hv~ng ~n 
a scanty vegetable diet six 
months of the year, now 
there is rice to eat. Cloth was 
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[ormerly almost an unknown 
uxury, no villager havin 

bought any since 1939. b gt 
last yea th . , u to b r e Village was able 

uy 1 7 bolts of cloth. 
In order to help the Miaos 

!1:~ more crops, the govern-
n. opened a short-term 

evening class last · ga . spring, en-
f ging seven experienced 
~i;ne~ :nd two veterinarians 

eac ow best to grow rice 
peanuts, beans, cotton and 
toi:nat~s, and how best to 
r~1se livestock and treat th . 
diseases e1r 

After. these lectu1·es on 
peasant regretted that h' h e 
known so little about thee ad 
of th use 
f .e tomato plant as food 
or pigs; and another said he 

was glad to find out the real 
ca~ses ~f crop failure and 
animal diseases wh · h f J • 1c ormer-
f
y were generally laid to the 
armer's "ill luck." 

. Irrigation will also greatly 
~~rease the villagers' yields 

' out 100 mou of I d h . fo an ad 
rmerly been irrigated by th 

waters of t e a s ream, regulated 

by a dike. But 50 year 
~he dike had been washe~ ~~t 
y. a freshet, and the povert 

stricken Miaos could not ff Y· 
~o repair it. The fields a Y~~~ 
in and year out, were flooded 
ort parched, and crops were 
ex remely poor. 
Howe~er, the government 

appropriated a sum as a I 
for the repair and . oan Improve­
ment of the dike. Every da 
60 Miao_s worked on it, and rt 
was finished in less than 
~o.nth; 120 feet long, it wi l~ 
Irrigate 100 farms. 

. ~ith improvement in con. 
d_1tions, for the first time th 
tiny . e group of M1aos instead 
?f dwindling, has begun t 
l~creas~, with 15 births sine~ 
liberation. The people have 
begun to see the importance 
~f education, and the winter 
literacy class will soon become 
8 regular school. 

So this formerly poor b k­
:ward little village, whose'in:~b-
1tants eked out a bare livin 
on the ban-en hills, is growin~ 
nore pr?sperous almost daily. 

It IS now a beautiful site 
surrounded by the 300 fi; 
and 280 tung trees newly 
planted, the burnt;.over 
hillsides a fresh patte 
of tilled fields eris:~ 
crossed by lines of new 
tr~s and shrubs. The 
!"f 1aos, instead of dread­
ing the future, now look 
f?rward with anticipa-
t!0n to the even better 
hf~ that will surely be 
theirs next year. 
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Letter to an-----. 
American Fri.end 

Sophia Chang 

Sophia Chang teaches at the Hsiangya Medical College in Chang­
sha, central China, where her husband is a leader in the YMCA. 
She recently recei\'ed a lettH, via Hongkong, from an American 
friend, who wrote, "Every day I have asked God to help you both. 
. .. Only I did not suppose it was possible for me to reach you by 
ma.ii or by sending provisions. ... An instructor at Yale . . . told 
me that he believed I could write to the YMCA in Hongkong for 
news of you. If this letter reaches you and if you can write to me, 
please tell me how and what to send to you in the way of food, 
clothing or what you need most." This is Mrs. Chang's reply. 

JT was very good to get your Jetter and to learn of your friendly 
regard for us. However, my husband and I must tell you 

tha t you need have no misgivings regarding our welfare. 
Evidently you are afraid that we are being persecuted, that 
there is a "bamboo curtain" around China, and that direct mail 
to us, or things sent to us would be confiscated. Nothing is far­
ther from the truth. You need not have recourse to indirect 
communication, and as for us, there is no prohibition of corres­
pondence with our American friends. 

Most important, your fears about our material welfare are 
quite mistaken. We appreciate your impulse to extend a helping 
hi:nd; but apparently you have been mi sled by press reports on 
the "miserable" living conditions in China. You have not heard 
about the new China that is coming into being, a strong and 
happy China with an abundance of food. The whole nation is 
celebrating this year's bumper crops and has bought new clothes 

, for the National Day celebrations and the Mid-Autumn Festival. 
We are not hungry and cold and we have no need for gifts of 
food and clothing. 
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The inflation of a few years ago, with its constantly soaring 
prices, has been ended and prices have been stable for more than 
two years now. Our salaries have been increased, like those of 
most others who are working; and local department stores are 
always crowded with customers, as if they were shopping for 
New 7l ear's every day. 

LET me telJ you something about my own family life. Last year 
I bought a three-octave piano accordion and every member of 

the family got several suits of new clothing. Our daily menu 
includes pork, beef or fish, eggs and vegetables. My son, three 
and a half, has fresh milk, an egg and bread for breakfast. My 
mother, husband and I are aIJ working and at home we have a 
cook and maid who takes our boy to the day nursery and looks 
after him the rest of the time. 

No, we do not need any food or clothing from America. The 
Chinese people have relegated want to the limbo of the past. But 
t'here is one thing we do need, and that is peace-peace which 
wiIJ ensure us our Jives, which wilJ permit us to work in security 
constantly to improve our standard of living and our cultural 
life. Because the peoples of Asia want pE:ace, free internationai 
trade and cultural exchange, rep resentatives of Asian and Pacific 

Housewives embroider the word "peace" on a table· 
doth. 

Peace delegates greeted by the people of Peking at 
the close of the Asian and Pacific Regions Peace 
Conferenc<>. 

countries recentl y met in P eking, showing the determination of 
their peoples to ·li ve and Jet live in peace, des pite diversities in 
political systems and reli gieus beliefs. China welcomes all who 
a~ pire to peace, he they Japanese, Ameri ca n, British or any other 
nationality. 

There is freedom of religious affiliation and worship in China: 
there is no di sc rimination agai nst those who believe in God, the 
Virgi n Mary, Buddha or Mohammed in applications for union 
membership, in one's \\'orking oqranization , or anywhere m ever y­
day li fe. Masses and se rvi ces are held as usual; last Sunday 
about 120 took part in the Communicn Service at the local Church 
of Chri st in Chi na. 

Both Protestants and Catholi cs have made a great effort to 
ca n v out the " self-governing, self-propagating, self-supporting" 
chui.'ch reform movement. Inter-denominational quarrels have 
wirned and a new es7Yrit de corps has arisen among all Chris­
tian s, who are united in their belief in t he same God and in 
their love for th eir motherland . 

An exciting part of th e National Day parade in C?angsha · 
was the section of 1,000 Protestants, Catholics and Buddhi st nuns 
ar.d priests, who carried posters of the dove of peace. They were 
heralded by a group of 10 carryi ng a six-foot globe surmounted 
by a peace dove, signifying the unity of the peoples of the whole 
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world for peace. The group was greeted by th underous applause. 

The local YMCA is taking active part in the Church Refol'lll 
Movement and for the first time it is really functioning whole. 
heartedly as a Christian organization, mobilizing all its financial 
and personnel resources for the big job, having e liminated such 
side-track activities as restaurants, dormitories and cinema shows. 

CHINA is open to all peace-loving peoples of the world, and her 
citizens enjoy corresponding with them. But the people of 

China, who are engaged on the great task of building up a new 
nation, a new life, deeply hate the warmongers, the destroyers, 
those who build barriers between nations. 

We know that basically the American people also do not 
want war. Mothe1·s dread to see their sons or husbands go off 
to distant battlefields, fear the message reporting that someone 
dear to them is dead or missing. The farmers on their fields, 
the workers in their factories, the students, the teachers, the 
ordinary man ·in-the-street-nobody wants to be taken from his 
life and work and sent into battle. The people of China earnestly 
hope that the American people will learn more about the real 
cor.ditions in China, will see through the li es of those who want 
to provoke war; we hope that friendship between the two peoples 
will be strengthened in our common struggle for peace. 

Consider the great achievements China has made in three 
short years: the hundreds of millions of peasants, who have 
thrown off landlonli sm, debt and starvati on; today they are the 
masters of their own farms. The workers, formerly despised, 
are taking the lead in res toring and developing our national 
economy; for the first time they are respected , they are leadi ng 
decent lives, and well-equipped sanatoriums and rest homes have 
been built for them. Huge water conservancy projects have been 
carried out. It would take a book to desc ribe the instituti on of 
free medical treatment for all government workers , the growth 
of cooperatives, the construction of rai lroads, free schooling for 
all college and secondary school st udents, and a host of other 
things. Is it reasonable to suppose that we would be so foolish 
as to endanger these gains by desiring to start a war? 

I am making public my reply to you , because I believe there 
are many peace-loving Americans who are also misinformed 
about China. I hope you will understand that we in China 
are leading better lives, that we are working to build a new 
China, and that we desire only peace and trade with all nations 
so that we can get on with our work. 
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New Industry in 
Former Capital 

EVERY big city in China 
now has a Workers' Cul­

tural Palace, where· workers 
and their families can relax 
and enjoy themselves. I~ ad-
d·t·i ·t offers educat10:ial 1 ton, 
facilities at little or no cost. 
The closest term for "workers' 
cultural palace" in the West; 
ern vernacular is "workers 
club." 

In the former Kuomintang 
"t 1 Nankin" a club for cap1 a, .,, d 

working people was unhear 
of. Today, the city has a ~or~­
ers' Cultural Palace wh_1c~ is 
housed in a spacious bmldmg, 
originally a birthday present 
to Chiang Kai-shek, and later 
used as a club, restaurant ~nd 
dancehall for high-ranking 
ll..MT officials. After liberation 
the Nanking municipal gov­
ernment and the general labor 
union spent a large sum of 
money to convert this one­
time playground into a work· 
ers' club. 

Since it was formally open­
ed to all workers and their 
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family members on June 2, 
1951, the attendance has been 
more than 1,200,000. An 
average of 3,000 people use 
it daily, with more on Satur­
day nights and Sundays. In 
addition to this main building, 
many factories in Nanking 
have their own workers' clubs. 

SPENDING a day at one of 
these clubs shows not only 

how life has changed for the 
workers, but also how the pro­
duction of industrial and con­
sumer goods is leaping ahead 
in the city, which under KMT 
rule produced scarcely any­
thing. 

Completely renovated, this 
former site of lavish enter­
tainment for top flight KMT 
officialdom now caters to every 
cultural need of the workers. 
Here a worker in his off-hours 
can attend classes in drama, 
music and group dancing. 
Organized art study, especial­
ly in sculpture, is very popu­
lar, and cl.asses in architecture 
are well-attended. A large 
library, theater, restaurant 
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serving cheap meals, clinic 
and barber shop round out the 
facilities. 

A chief feature of the Nan. 
king Workers' Cultural Palace 
is the exhibition of 
equipment manufac­
tured in the city. 
Including diagrams, 
charts and statistics, 
th es e exhibitions 
give a vivid pictu.re 
of the progress be­
ing made in indus­
try and commerce, 
Such was the recent 
exhibition, w h i ch 
opened on October 1, Nation­
al Day, showing developments 
during the past three years. 

The greater part of the ex­
hibition, including hundreds 
of sample products, was de­
voted to equipment now be­
ing turned out by Nanking's 
factories and shops. There 
was also a section on handi­
crafts, showing the renewed 
vitality of this ancient tradi­
tion which dates back a thou­
sand years to the Sung 
Dynasty. 

THE develepment of all 
types of industrial produc­

tion, particularly machine 
t~ls, is the more stri king in 
view of the fact that in the 
old days Nanking turned out 
scarcely any industrial equip­
ment. Before liberation, in 
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what few factories there were 
the workers were more inter~ 
ested in trying to salvage a 
bare living out of their infla­
tion.wracked wages than in 
trying to increase produc-

tion. 

Today's develvp-
mcnt of production 
is tied in with the 
workers' realization 
that they all have a 
stake in their fac. 
tories and in higher 
production, which in 
turn benefits the 
entire nation. 

To anyone who remembers 
the Nanking of pre-liberation 
days, the amount and variPty 
of material now being turned 
out is astonishing. Going 
through the exhibition, which 
took up two whole floors of 
this large building, one came 
across a range of products 
similar to that of any indus. 
trialized city in the world 
from radio tubes to steam tur'. 
bin es. 

There were high frequency 
electrical appliances, Klieg 
lights, projector- lamps, radio 
and telecommunication equip· 
ment, including telephone ex­
changes, dials, radio parts, 
control panels for broadcast­
ing stations, microphones; 
fluorescent lamps, moving pic­
ture projectors, and lathes. 

~ina Monthly Review 

Many items, such as tele­
phone dials and radio tubes, 
were produced for the first 
time in Nanking in 1952. 
There were water meters, ac­
companied by a list of the 
faults of those previously 
manufactured and the im­
provements that had been 
made. Of special interest were 
such high-precision products 
as turbine blades, which had 
never been made in Nanking 
before. 

Charts showed the rise in 
production over the past three 
years and the simultaneous 
Jowe1;ng of production costs. 
Taking the 1949 production 
of precision scales for labora­
tories as 100, for example, 

1950 production rose to 1,550 
and to 5,350 in 1952-more 
thari 53 times the 1949 level. 
The cost of telephone produc­
tion, taking 1950 as 100, was 
lowered in 1952 to 85. 

The days when Nanking was 
a focal point of KMT official­
dom and foreign embassies are 
gone. In place of the few 
lush shops which formerly 
served the rich are now many 
government department stores 
and private shops selling to a 
public whose purchasing power 
is steadily going up . Nan­
king is not a center of heavy 
industry, but it is turning out 
an ever-increasing quantity 
of equipment which will help 
industrialize the country. 

The opening of the Worlcen' Cultural Palace in 
Nanking-a clubhouse and school for the city's workers. 

I.· 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

French Defeat in Viet-Nam 
fRANCE, having fought for s ix years to re-impose colonial rule 

on the people of Viet-Nam, lost the rich rice-bowl area of 
Nghialo, 95 miles, northwest of Hanoi , in mid-October. Reuter 
called it "the biggest French reverse in the bitter lndo-China 
fighting si nce French . . . forces evacuated Hoabinh on February 25." 

Viet-Nam forces, having taken 10 French strong points in 
the area in a week, kept going and drove the French across the 
Black River, where they took up defensive positions. In the 
Nghialo fighting 12 divisions were routed. 

Just before the French defeat, AP cast up accounts for 
"Asia's No. 2 war, which has caused well over 600,000 casualties 
and cost thousands of miJJions of dollars . . . heading toward 
its seventh year without a glimmer of hope of victory for either 
side." If AP had waited a week, it might have changed the last phrase. 

Continuing, AP found "no sign of the Vietminh breaking 
up," and, while 'Vaunting the "vast striking power" of the 
Frenoh, complained, echoing the British in the American Wai· of 
Independence, that "what the French need badly ... is a 
'front.' There's no front in this 'hit and run' struggle." 

The AP report admitted that 276,000 French troops were 
tied u.p in Viet-Nam, which hindered France's support to the 
US-led Weste111 European army; that the war is unpopular in 
many parts of France and costs the French government 
$1,000,000,000 a year-plus $500,000,000 a year in US equip­ment. 

Even as their forces caved in French and US officials held 
a Saigon ceremony on October 13 to welcome the 200th ship 
bringing US arms to carry on the war. Top General Salan 
declared that "in the past four months, record shipments of 
American military equipment . . . have been registered." 

Hbwever, despite the growing Washington aid it was ap­
parent that the French in Viet-Nam were sinking deeper and 
deeper into the morass of defeat. Military reverses and economic 
disruption stalked the would-be colonialists in Viet-Nam. On 
October 26, AP, reporting from Hanoi, quoted a top-ranking 
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. 1 tab on the advance 
ench officer "whose jo? is to k~,P ~~;:rring to the military 

Frd tactics of the V1etmmh . .th. fficer said: " It's clear that 
an h v ·et-Nam forces, e 0 . accurate tactics of t e 

1 
better coordination, more . 

the Vietminh have show~ th Black River offensive than eve1 
shooting and more speed m e . 

" Tt d feat at Nghialo, befo1~~nd in hand with the staggeri~;1~~r~~rn e part of French-
nomic repercussions were f elt m. soared to the equivalent 

eco . d Viet-Nam, where rice pr1ceteds th t "many Vietnamese occup1e d AP repor a · 
of nearly $.35 _a ~un($1 00) daily," and laid the rising p~1~s 
earn only 20 ptash es I to. " and the "steady dram on ava1 a e 
to "hoarding by specu a rs. " 

I. during· t he summe1. supp 1es 

"Tr. t · " in Malaya 
Templer's v icl ~~~~ommissioner for Malaya, 

SIR' Gerald Templer, Bntis l igt h t d man in that country, 
• th t'tle of the mos a e When he 
has earned e l ·t If of British colonialism. . k th . fi I t ·ng to free 1 se · d u- "he e which is g 1 t . 1952 Templer promise . d 

took over his post early m ' . three months ." By the en 
Communist menace to the cofntr~a1sn singi ng a different tune,h as 
of the year, however, Temp e~re· "Many people ask me w en 

rted by Up from Smgap . Id be the greatest folly 
repo · ·n to end . It wou · military the emergency is gm g " Actually, w1th no t 

to hazard a guess . . . " of Malaya could boas even d"t II the "strong man I high 
\ictories to his ere t ' a . ainst t he Malayan peop e, -

. aign of tenor ag •t· 
of was his camp . t entire commum 1es. ed to 
r hted by reprisals agams ·uages and towns raz 
ig Tem pler's terror saw nu~erou s v;orcibly removed to intern-

. d after the populat10n was. t· Tes" In Penang the g10U n f "Communist BC 1V1 l . d rce 
ment camps because o . one day by troops an po l • 

100,000 persons were screened ~~ a town of 2(),000 people, Tan­
Early in the spring, Templer p rfew for 13 days because of 

M I' nd er a 22-hour cu 
jong aim, _u 'th the government." "non-coope rat10n w1 . 

. works can be seen from the action HOW Templer's cam~a1gn of Permatang Tinggi in northern 
taken against the tmy town 

Malaya in the summer )o: 11~;~r placi ng the town undder ho~s= 
August 21 (Reuter . . t " about the mur er o . 

arrest, Templer "demanded mform~elO~reatened further drastic 
Chinese re-settlem~nt officer n~t . f~rthcoming [wit~in four d~y:~ 
action if informat10n . wa~ ·11 gers remained silent . . . y . . . He added that if t e v1 a 
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Will never live here again as a little com . . 
all connections with this vill d . mu.mty. You will sever 

August 25 (AP). "S' tag: an d1stnct forever.'" 
t . IX Y-S!X of the 79 'II 
ang Tinggi were taken to <let ~t· v1 agers of Penna. 

refused to inform on a C e . wn ca~ps today because they 
borhood. British officials ~~i~um~t gu~nlla gang in the neigh-
questionnaire . . . no a single villager filled in a 

"No one spoke u In a " . . . 
weeping res idents wef.~ ushed d1 tzz lm~ ram at 9 a.m . today, 66 
heavy guard The1·r d Pt. t ' into ti ucks and dnven off under 

. · es ma 10n was n t official s say what was to b o announced, nor would 
s ilent people had been s hutecome of the 13 r emaining . . . The 
ler's ultimatum." Ill then· houses after General Temp-

On the same day the government ordered the destruction of 
the village whose inhabitants "were last week given four days 
to provide information about the murder of a government 
official." (R eut er) 

August 26 (AP) : The Malayan government gave orders 
today to demoli sh this village described as a haven for Com­
muni st terrori s ts. Officials instructed natives to begin razing 
19 thatched huts in the hamlet from which 66 tightlipped 
residents were removed to a detention camp yesterday for 
refusing to divulge movements of a local Red band." 

Augu st 28 (R euter): The demolition of the north Malaya 
village of Permatang Tinggi was completed. "Onl y the concrete 
floors of 19 shop-houses remain." 

r;~:~~--~::a:-~e ~~;;-~~-~---.. 1-A-N-Sr-o11-~cHlaEy~ Ti~,~~·;-,e;;:,~~'tithR ~fihea~c::o:;l~;;;s of of Rht:e\ r:;ig~~~ 1, 

WHILE Syngman Rhee's US 
settlement which would brin mas ters refu se to come to 1 and US collusion with Rhee. From Korea, Hughes wrote: 

reports from South K -g peace to the people of Korea " . . . under orders of their commanding officers, South 
1 orea point up the . · 

mora degradation rampant und . Rh , · economic chaos and Korean troops in the front line are stripping vital communica-
gime. et ee s brutal and corrupt r~ tions to sell copper products in the black market; soldiers trained 

Describing Seoul, a UP corres ond and equipped uy the UN are being employed to cut wood for 
South Korean capital · A P ent wrote from the former private sale as charcoal ... The larges t South Korean banknote 
· m ugust 1952· " th 1 Jumps so r espon sively to ever . : · · · e va ue of the Wflll in circula t ion, 1,000 won, is worth s ix cents in the free market; 
almost impossible. Payday fo/ u~10 1 .that long -range plans are South Korea 's price index, which s tood at 100 in 1948 and 328 
value of th e won just a s th m.e1 ican troops changes the in 1950, had climbed to 2,026 in mid -May . . . The picture bears 
n t I ' e recurnng rumor th t th 1 · bl t th d f Ch. K · h k' 1en p ans to move back into th Id . . . a e govern· an a armmg resem ance o e ays o 1ang a1-s e s re-
does." e 0 capital city from Pusan gimc in China." 

Seoul 's business is conducted chi ft " . ~ Acce nting thi s resemblance, Agence France Prcsse and R euter 
chants who set up shop in ruined be f. by fly-by-night mer- reported in September Hl52 outbreaks of rioting and distur-
stri:ets . . . Its cu s tomers are th lthui dmgs, alleys and along bance by wounded ex-servicemen in South Korea. On one occasion 

I United Nations troops. Tl e w.ea Y_People of today's Korea: 150 wound ed vete ran s attacked a poli ce s tation north of Taegu 
smuggling, thieving and occ~s i~~eailcl halndi ~1e comes mainly from in protes t agains t the arres t of two other veterans. This was 

I '"--.. ~ - Y ega sources . f II I b t t ti · f 350 t h d d d Many old men, women and bo . o owet y a pro es ga 1ermg o ve erans w o eman e 
of collecting scrap Th ys sci atch out a Jiving out the relea se of those arres ted . That the veterans had grievances 
carefully sifting thi:o~~h t;: 1~:~ 1~e see~ o_n the edge of town, was e\'ident from an AFP report, which s aid that "A Wounded 
to sell for enough food for the <la•. sea1 ch1ng for little objects Veteran s' Associati on was recently organized, grouping together 

"R f Y more th an 100,000 South Korea veterans who had been suffering 
. e ugees from 26 orphanages ar d S because of a bsence of government ass istance. 

main solicitors for Seoul' . oun eo ul . . . are the 
prostitutes, some of them s moi e than l0,000 pros titutes. These "Man y of th ese South Korea n ,-e te rans are meanderin:Jthe 
the biggest single industry 3;5n ~~~n~it~s . ~5. ~ears old, cons titute ~tree ts selling pencils and notebooks to get a meager income for 

---------- a bare living," said AFP. _ _._________________________________ -
104 
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BOOKS OF INTEREST 
THE HIDDEN HISTORY OF 

THE KOREAN WAR by I. F. 
Stone. Publislled by tile Montllly 
R eview, d istribut11d by Citadel 
Press, 120 E. 2J Str11et, New 
Y ork, City. SJ.OO Revi11wed by ]. s. 

" THE Hidden History of the Korean 

War" was written by a veteran 
Washington journalist who at first 
believed the official US version of the 
war in Korea. Based solely on official 
US and United Nations reports and 
" respectable" newspaper dispatches, 
this book should be an eye-opener to 
people in the West who have been fed 
a steady ration of untruths about the 
Korean war. Stone "utilized material 
which could not be challenged by those 
who accept the official American gov­
ernment point of view, " he tells us in 
his introduction. 

Dealing with events in Korea through 
the first year of the stalled peace 
talks, the book brings into sharp focus 
the comb ina t ion of Machiavellian and 
clownish antics carried on by Mac­
Arthur, the Truman administration 
and the Pentagon. The author does 
not draw such conclusions, but they 
are inescapable from the facts he 
presents. 

John Foster Dulles, believer in 

chance to saddle itself on Japan, 
invade Chinese territory on Ta iwan 
and prop up the almost extinguished 
Kuomintang there, and bolster the 
decaying Rhee regime in South Korea. 

STONE then goes on to cover the 
US campaign in Korea, which has 

brought shame to the name of America 
throughout the world. He uses Mac. 
Arthur' s own words to tear to shreds 
the US-made myth about the Korean 
war, and shows that " the great man" 
was an arrant li ar in his reports from 
the fighting front. The " hordes" who 
drove him back from ~he Yalu River 
were something less than that; from 
American news dispatches, Stone shows 
that the Chinese forces who entered 
the war to protect th~ir border did 
not do so in great numbers, and they 
were perfectly willing to see an end 
to the fighting if MacArthur would go 
back beyond the 38th Parallel. 

For those who were told that the 
UN was carrying out a " police action" 
in Korea the author p1 aves by UN 
records how Washington railroaded 
through the commitmen t of troops to 
Korea. He cites official reports and 
papers such as the New York Times 
which show up the savagery of US 
forces in their war of extermination 
against the people of Korea. "positive action" in the Far East, is 

shown in Tokyo a few cays before the 
Korean fighting started, bragging that 
his conclusions, drawn from his recent 
visit to South Korea, viere identical 
with those of top mil itary people such 
as General Bradley and the Secretary 
of Defense. Dulles' " posilive action" 
was the outbreak of war in Korea 
on June 25, which gave the US a 

Referring to official reports of the 
November 7, 1950, bomb.ing of Sinuiju, 
across the Yalu River from the Chinese 
city of An tung, Stone says, " Tokyo 
Headquarters, with or withou t con­
nivance by Wash ington, ravaged a city 
when truce was in prospect . 
General Stratemeyer maintained that • 
all targets were of a military nature 
and bomb runs 'had kept away from 
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. , hospital areas.' At the same 
the c1~~es Air Force claimed 90 percent 
t1m\ ' ty had been destroyed . How 
of t e s~~tements can be reconci led I 
these k There is an indifference do not now. 

suffering to be read between ta human Am 
these lines which makes me as an -
erican deeply ashamed. ~.f what was 
done that day at S1nu1JU . 

The author presents much .evi dence 
f Washington's refusal to arrive at a 

o eace in Korea. On numerous occa-
P. when peace seemed near, a 
s1ons T an took 
MacArthur, a Ridgway or rum 
action which blasted peace hopes. 
Bringing to light the crux of the US 
dilemma in Korea, Stone says that 
Truman and Acheson have followed a 
policy whi ch " required the maintenance 
of tensi on at home and abr_oad, in 
order to make politically poss ible the 
imposition of a heavier burden of 
armament and taxes, the rearmame~; 
of Western Germany and Japan . .. 
Citing much supporting evidence, he 
continues, thus " the settlement of the 
Korean question by peaceful means 
would inevitably create a burst of good 
feel ing Washington wished desperately 
to avoid." 

ADMIRABLE as Stone' s method may 
be to convince the vic t ims of tons 

of US propaganda about Korea, to this 
reviewer he makes too much of his 
impartial ity. His evidence shatters 
the US version that the war was 
instigated by Moscow, but he offe~~ 
no judgment of his own. It shou 
be pointed out that St.one's " hidden 
war" has been quite open to the 
understanding of millions in the 
Far East, where aggression is no new 
thing, It is too bad he did not. dis­
cuss the documentary evidence available 
from the Korean and Chinese Side'. 

Another defect in the book is its 
apparent disregard of a most significant 
feature of the war in Korea: that the 

people of Asia are unconquerab le, and 
that Wa shington has suffered a 
severe defeat. St.one has left loose 
threads hanging here wh ich when tied 
together show what would happen in 
a US-led world war. . ., 

Never theless, ' 'The Hidden History 
is a contribution to the forces of 
peace, for it shows up the inherent 
wickedness and blatant dishonesty of 
those responsible for the Korean war. 
For those who have been duped by the 
US version , the author has merci les~ I~ 
exposed the open contradict~ of the 
men who started the war and has 
revealed them in all their naked shame. 
His incisive, wi tty and easy-to-read 
style lends itself admirably to this task. 

Congratulations are due the pub­
lishers, the independent. " Monthly 
Review," which, in the midst of the 
darkness fallen upon the US publishing 
world, had the courage to print the book 
after commercial houses in both A".'­
erica and England refused to touch it. 

1-- . 
1 Democratic 

1

1 

GE RMAI REPORT 
a fortnightly publish­
ed by John Peet, 
chronicles develop­
ments in the German 
Democratic Republic. 

Subscriptions at 
Guodzi Shudian, 38 
Soochow Hutung, I 

I Peking _J 
l ··------····· 
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LETTERS 
(Continued from page 6; 

FROM THE U.K. 
Cambridge, England 

We heard Dr. Joseph Needham speak 
to a large meeting on the use of germ 
warfare in Korea and Northeast China 
and then answer questions. He is 
v~ry convincing and many are con­
vinced, but many others so kowtow to 
Wa~hington that they refuse to open 
their e.yes and ears to anything against 
its policy. 

H. Y. B. 
• • • 

Gbsgow, Scotland 

As an old Socialist propagandist 
who has . championed the East against 
Western imperialism all my life, 1 look 
foi:ward to the time when I can visit 
China and see all the great construc­
tion work for myself. I have written 
an .a ~t1cle protesting the terrible 
atroc1t1es we are committing in 
Korea. Some people have condemned 
my story as too strong, but I don' t 
think that any article on this subject 
can be strong enough, 

Guy A. Aldred, Editor 
THE WORD 

PUBLIC HEAL TH 
To the Editor: 

.A nation-wide housecleaning cam­
pa ign is taking place in almost every 
school, factory and building of the 
country . . This action is taken agai nst 
the American warmongers who dropped 
gern~ - laden insects in our Northeast 
provinces. But most important is to 
arouse the people's attention toward 
the promotion of public health work. 

.Recently a campus clean-up cam­
paign was also launched in our univer-
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sity, U~der the strenuous effort ~ 
the entire staff- students, profes!Of! 
and workers-every corner of tll! 
campus was thoroughly cleaned 

During the campaign, an e~hibitiO! 
on public health was staged. On 
display .were many charts and picturrs, 
and various effective measures to Ch!!! 
the spread of epidemic disease win 
explained. The exhibition gave 

1 
useful lesson to the audience. Many 
nearby residents also came to see il 

Through this clean -up campaign, all 
of us have realized the vital impor. 
lance of promoting public health wort 
among the people, especially amoll! 
the people l iving in rural areas when 
sanitary conditions are poor. 

MAO HSIANG -I IN 
Szechuan University 
Cheng tu 

NEW COLLEGES 
To the Editor: 

One of the major changes in new 
China's educational system has been 
the amalgamation of univers ities and 
colleges in the large cities 

. In Tientsin, three in~titutions ol 
higher e.ducation are being reorganized. 
™.e engineering colleges of Nankai and 
Ts1n Ku universities will be combined 
into a new Tientsin Eng ineering Col­
lege. The Teachers' College will be 
m~ved . to Nankai wh ich will remain a 
university with colleges of arts, finance 
and economics and science T . K fo I . sin u, 

.rmer Y a French mission un iversity 
will no longer exist ' 

. At Chi Li Tai, bu.i ld ings for the new 
T1ents1n Eng ineering College are under 
construction, and some of them are 
already completed. 

The reasons for the reorganization 
of these universities are: First the 
problem of shortage of equipment will 
be solved; second, the teachers will tit 
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able to concentrate their time and 
energy on teaching; third, the new 
Engi neering College will become an 
independent one devoted to turning out 
more qualified and specialized per­
sonnel to work in the country's con­
struction projects. 

At present, the students and faculty 
members of our university are working 
enthusiastically for the real ization of 
this project. 

YANG CHlNG-HSIN 
Nankai University 
Tientsin ---------------- -1 

Mothers in Primary School 
To the Editor: 

It's probably unusual fo r a mother of four with a degree from an 
American college to start studying all over agair;-and in the first grade 
of primary school at that. But after 12 years of being an illiterate in 
China I was glad of the chance to join a literacy class and learn to read 
and wri te Chinese characters. 

My first day at school showed that I wasn't the only mother who 
wanted to become literate. In f act, our school at the YWCA has some 
300 students, and in our section of the first grade, which has 22 students, 
our ages range from 18 to 53. 

Though we represent different sections of the old society, we have 
a common bond in our desire to learn and take part in new China's prog­
ress. In my class there are housewives who are leaving the ir llomes for 
the first time. One has raised seven ch i ldren. A young widow is deter­
mined to make her life useful. Our oldest classmate is a thi rd wife; one 
woman is trying to finish the first reader before having her baby. Several 
ex-taxi dancers are preparing lhemselves for jobs, 

Most of us are busy with home duties, but our progress is remark­
able due to our working method of mutual help. In the first month we've 
thoroughly learned to read, write and use more than 100 characters-­
not the easiest ones, but the most usefu l-and the 37 phonetic symbols, 
in preparation for the " qu ick learning" method. 

We have an exercise book for writing new characters 12 times each, 
one for copying each lesson twi ce, and one for writing the lesson from 
memory. Once a week we carry brush and ink box and copy big phonetic 
symbo ls. Each of us, with two classmates, has "c leaning duty" after 
class once a week, which goes in a j iffy when people work together. We 
si ng, too, in class, learning from the famous opera, " The White-Haired 
Girl." 

We feel young and happy again, knowing that our chance to go to 
schoo l is making better wives and mothers of us. It gives us a closer 
bond with our ch ildren and helps us to become cultural equals with our 
husbands, In new China all jobs are open to women on an equal foot ing 
with men, and my classmates are eager to make use of their job oppor­
tunit ies. 

BETTY CHANDLER CHANG 
Tientsin i 

'---------------------·- •••••••• J 
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QNE of the indirect results of th . 
Regions Peace Confer e Asian and Pacific 

got a good look at the Chin ence was that t he delegates 
they are building. It is e::.r~eople and the new country 
rather surprised by what th to say that most were 
legates-as their wo k . ey saw. While all the de.­
indicated-were peopl r f m the ooruference so clearly 

d f e o good will not f pare or a fairly rugged time. ' a ew came pre. 

The surprises came in ra id . 
supply of food visible on all P . succession-the abundant 
streets and houses th JI s ides, the cleanliness of the 
oh "Jd ' e we -clothed peo 1 t h 1 ren who rushed th d 1 P e, e laughing 
post-conference tour of eth e egates at every stop on their 
ev • e country shovi fl eryone s hands wh ile their l ' . ng owers into 
from the sidelines. e ders smiled and clapped 

. The delegates came from bo 
hfe as exist a nd all h d 81 ut as many walks of 
what interested th a ample opportunity to look int.o 

em most Farm 
n:ien, professional men and· worn ers,. workers, business-
cians-aJl w'ere represented. en, writers, artists, politi-

There was the New Yor . . 
always lagged behind . k building contracto r who 
during the visit to th-JUs~ to ask one more question 

th H e rvanous lock a d l . -on e uai River trip. S t· n s u1ce gate sites 
new factory, one or two de! om~ imes, after a visit to a 
?ack to round up the contrac~a es would have to be sent 
mg around the machiner r who would still be crawl­
supports of the building. Y, or tapping the walls and 

. There were the women d 1 I 
mterviews with women' e ~~tes, who held lengthy j 
eve t s accoc1ation lead . ry own the delegation h ·t d ers in nearly I 
noon in Tientsi n listening i_ ' an who spent an after- I 
cases to see for themselves i~o'~nc~· c?~Ple of divorce 

ma ~ new marriage 

~ Monthly Review 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

-------------------·-------
law works out in practice. 

There was the Canadian wiho carried a letter from 
a young Ch inese stud ent in Canada, asking the delegate 
to try to find out w'hat had ha,ppened to hi s father-in-law 
in Hangchow who seemed to have disappeared, not having 
answe red any letters for the past few months. W:hen 
the delegates, acutely aw'are of the daily stories in the 
Western press telling of sudden deaths and disappearan­
ces in China, arrived in Hangchow, everyone was anxious 
for the answer. 

As the Canadian set off to run down the address, 
an American delega~ jokingly predicted: "The guy'!l 
probably turn out to be the mayor," a guess that was 
closer home than he imagined . A few hours later the 
Canadian returned, bearing letters and photog-raphs, and 
annou nced that while the father-in-law wasn't mayor, he 
was manager of two state farms in the suburbs and had 
been w\'.Jndering what had happened to his son-in-law 
from whom he hadn't heard for several months! 

A ND so it went, almost from one end of China to the 
other, hundreds of delegates looking, asking, listen­

ing filling notebook after notebook. The Chinese 
hosts, proud of their accomplishments and eager to 
show as much of their country to the visitors as 
possible, never objected when the delegates would decide 
at the last minute that they'd rather go there than here 
as previously scheduled, or vice versa, or when o!lJe or 
two delegates-as often happened-skipped the regular 
program and wandered off by themselves to inspect goods 
and prices in shops or have a look at the back streets. 

Returning to Peking, preparatory to leaving for 
home, the delegates sounded like a bunch of explorers just 
back from a successful expedition, continuously asking 
one another if they'd seen this or that in this or that 
place. Not even an emphatic "yes" would stop most, 
who'd go right on, "But the interesting thing to me 
was 
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In Peking, as the delegates began packing for the 
return trip, the conversation and atmosphere took on a 
rather different tone. Comments on the quality of the 
China new's carried in their home papers were frequent. 
Typical was the expression of one Western delegate: 
"Of course they can't print the truth. If they did, the 
~vernment's whole foreign policy would collapse over­
night." 

It was now clear to many, including the late-arriving 
Australians whose passpo1-ts were held up until after the 
conference was closed, and particularly to those members 
of the Japanese delegation for whom warrants of arrest 
have been issued, as to why they had so much trnuble 
getting permission to make the trip. 

* 
ALTHOUGH the conference is now some two months 

past, its effects are sti ll being felt and it is probable 
that this will continue to be the case for a long time to 
come. One of the mcH·e s ignificant of the early post-con­
ference developm ents was the signing in Peking on Octo­
ber 23 of a Sino-Chilean Trade Agreement. This was 
the first concrete expression of the Resolution on Econo­
mic Relations adopted by the conference. 

The economic benefits which both countries will 
derive from a reopening of trade are readily a,pparent. 
Each has prorlucts which the other needs and wants. At 
the same time it is an effective protest by the Chinese and 
Chilean .peoples against the United States <.ttempt to 
split the world into two hos tile camps. 

'I'he conference thus provided an opportunity for 
representatives of China and Chile to take a step which 
will not only bring economic /benefits to both countries 
but which, by proving that trade is both possible and 
desirable, strikes a blow at the theory that peaceful co­
existence between East and West is impossible and that 
war is therefore inevitable. 
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A vivid record of life in 

old and new China by a 

man with 25 years' ex­

perience in this country-

4o BaH~a! 
(We HatJe a Way!) 

I 

' I by REWI ALLEY 

... shows why 
the people of China, one quarter of mankind, 
had to get rid of their old corrupt rulers and 
build a new society. 
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