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LETTERS 
From the People 
Comments frllnl rc-:1d('rs on cu rrcnl 

topics nre co r di:1!ly in vih.'tl: th .· i r 
opin io n~. ho wever, do n ut 11 1..'l'~!'ln ri!y 
r e ptl'SC'llt the viewi:; or the Ch i11a 
Montlily Re·t:icw. 

~-~------------~~ 
TRIP TO LHASA 

To the Editor: 

I haven t been able to send )OU 

any articles ,11 1 these rnonths How ­

ever, now t hat I .1m Je t ting used to 
the l ife and ci.(l"la te in l h,1sJ I hopt.' 
to wr ite )Ou some of my experiences. 

Ou r group left Peking early J.:ist 
December, but we spent tllree Y.eeks 
in a smal l town scuthwe>: of Sn1 ng 
in Chinghai prov iricc hefo ··c sta r l nJ on 
the trip to Tibet A ll of us ii.i d to 
be fully equ ipped to t .:' ~ e such an 
arduous JOurr1 ·~:, esrrc .111} .. , d­
winter . 

We went by bu5 frorn S nir·g to 
Hs:a r~g ·c 1 1 but t his is .i d fficull t r p 

since there are ma·1y J vers and stre.1·1•s 
tu cro!"s, Jr~j the weathe,. ,.,,1s unusu.1'. 
ly cold arid lerribly windy. From 

Hsiangteh to Lhasa we rode horseback. 
I had had no Previous experience in 

thal and il was only toward the end 
of the 40 days' journey ·t hat I was 
at. le to ride wi thout too much difficulty 

or discomfort. For two months 
throughout the whole t ri p we didn' t 
see a single plant, except the bound· 

less yellow grass, nor a single soul. 
The re.i d w:is as rough as it cou ld be 
Jnd the wind was our main enemy. 

Forturi.itely we d id not e1:counter any 
large srowfJll wh ich we had expected. 

I have much to write about but my 

war !.. keeps me very busy . However, 
I wil l be wr i ti ng you again soon and 
please send me .:;II the recen• issues 
C'f t he Review . 

P. Y. WANG 

SEEING CHINA 
To the Ed ito r: 

A few n:9hts ,1go I s~1w a film Jbout 
11 (\', c:1:11J in a nrighi'Ol'hood t heJter 

rear the Chinese qu:ir ter. The film 
c;hou!d ha\·e been d1spl ,1yed in ore of 

~ he large dO\'.n~::iwn hcuses, whe~e it 
\'. rllll d cert.iinly h.we been a great 
success . /\ s it wJs the t heat er was 
pJcked an1 the J,1ne Russell picture 
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across t he street 
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that nig ht. 
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How much pre -
judice, crea ted by lies 
in our newspapers, 
could be d ispe lled if 
such pictures were 
w idely seen. The pic­
ture showed much of 

the landscape Jnd 
many of t he great 
ci t ies of China. It 
gave us a look at 
Shanghai and Pe!rn1g, 

China Monthly Review 

with shouting, singing crowds packing 
the streets. We saw the people 
working with primitive tools on 
the great Huai River flood preven· 
tion and they did not look l ike some 
of the WPA workers I used to see. 
The Chinese workers were cheerful and 

busy for they were rebtiild ing the ir 
own country for their own good. 

The San Franc isco press rema ined 
ignorant of U1 is film- no not ices at all . 

LOUISE H HORR 
San Fr<tncrsco 

A new moral standard has been established am::ir.g the residents an:"l 
businessmen in Chengtu as a resul t of the campaigns agains t corruption 
and waste. Tcday in Chengtu one hardly ever sees people quarre l or 
fight on the streets or 111 public places. I f one starts, the on-lookers 
help in analyzing the reJson for the quJrre l and it u suJll~ ends 1n mutua l 
apolog ies. 

The people in 
bright future wh ich 

October 1952 

Cheng tu .:ire loo~ i ng forward w th confidence l o the 
they are stnving for. 

CHEN CHU-LIANG 
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NEW SHAMEEN 
To lhe Editcr: 

In the sou thern part of Canton, 
beside the Pea rl River, ltes the former 
foreign concession of Shameen. This 
site is very beautiful with artist ic 
walks and gardens. 

students and workers Y..ho were de­
monstra ting in Shage against the May 
30 lnci den.t. Two hu ndred casualties 
resulted. A monument has been 
erected on Shameen to the martyrs. 

used as a sports field for .the Young 
Pioneers and other youth. Th is former 

restricted area of t he foreigners is now 

bei ng enjoyed by al l lhe people of 
Canton. 

YEN CHOW-NAN 

I j ·----.1.---------------------------------------/: ------------------·----------------
/ i I READERS' QUESTIONS 

Formerly this was only for the for. 
e igners and their comprJdore frie nds. 
Guards were kept at the entrance to 
prevent Chinese from going there. 
However, every Chinese knows about 
Shamee n, wh ich was the site of the 
Shage Incident in June 1925 when 
Brit rsh and French troops fired on 

Shameen now belongs to the peop le 
and every day rnany go there to enjoy 
the scenery. Par t of the grounds are Canton 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
l 
I 
I 

A NUMBER of readers abroad have written to t11e Rcvi l' w in 
p ast months ::isking specific questions about conditions in new 

Chin~. \Ve w<.> fcom c these inquiries for th ey give us some idea of 
what re~ dcrs are interested in knowing. Here are some- of the 
questions a sked in recent letters from foreign readers. 

I QUESTION: Afte 1· land reform, who really owns the 
la nd'! Dues the individual farmer actually have titl e to his 

II land o r· docs the state re tain ownership, letting the fa rmer 
make use of it'! I f the farme r owns the land, can he se ll it? 

l M.l.L, Massachusetts, USA. 

ANSWER: The government issued title deeds to th e in· I di,·idual peasants during lanrl reform. The r ight of a fa rmer 
·. to buy, se ll or rent out land free ly is stated in the Agrarian 
j Reform Law. In actual practice, th e trend is towa rd mutual 
I aid teams and cooperati ve farming rather than large private 

I
I farms. S ince the farmers are able to make s ubstantial im· 

prnvements in t heir agricu ltural prnduction and standard of 

I living by j oining with their neighbors to work together in 
mutual aid teams during the bu sy seasons, and in many cases 

I all year around , the re are ver y few interes ted in becoming hired I hands for w ealthier fa rm ers. 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
l 

QUESTION: When left Shanghai in th e s ummer of 
1948, the c ity was filled with refugees, beggars a nd unemployed 
workers. At that time, many people were flee ing the country· 
si de to take refuge in the c ity and a lot of the factories had 
come to a s tandstill. The whole place was such a mess it was 
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hard fo r me to imagint' how it could gl't hac k on it' feel. 1' \'e 
been fo llowing the articles in th e Rnif'w on S hang hai with 
grent interest. ancl it was good news to hea r that something 
was done fo r the beggars and refugees. ll owcver, I'm wonder­
in g- if there's st ill th P large number of unem plo;·cd and what 
measures are taken to help them. - R.A.S., Australia 

ANSWER: There is s till unemp loyment in S hanghai and 
th" ot he r Jarg·e c iti es . but th e chaotic s ituation bcf'orc li beration 
wh en th e c ity was fl ooded with refugees a nd beggars , a nd 
wh' n fadory wo1·kPrs were paid off with goods and w er e 
hawking thPrn on th e st reets, is very murh of bygone days. 

Most of the fa cto ri es are working at full capaci t y a nd new 
fador irs arc open ing. This a long with I he ;:?'O\·e rnment­
sponsorcd training programs for technical workers and the p lan 
for lwlpi n;r workers rese ttl e in newly developed areas has g r eat­
!\' a ll ev ia tc rl the un em pl o;> ment problem. 
. For trained pcrsonn C'1. ~uch a s teachers. mf'dic:al worker s. 

terhnicians in facto ri es a nd so on, th Pre arc un limited j ob 
opportuni t ies. Th ere wer e 10 jobs wa iting for each co ll ege 
graduate las t year. . . 

At present th r number of unemployed. whrch is around 
3.000,000, is t he s mallest in the cou ntry's hi story. H owe\'e r. 
th e problem conti nues t o receive se rious con sideration from al l 
le,·p)s of the govPrnment. A recent directive of th e Government 
Administrati\'e Counci l ca ll s for ex·panding the progra m of job 
training and for setlin ,g- up comm ittees in each of thP large 
administr a tive r e,g-ions to allocate the manpower properly, so 
that unemployment " ·ill soo n become a thing of the past. 

• 
QUESTION: I recently attended a lecture by a miss ion-

ary w ho had retu rned from China in 195 1. H e r epor ted that 
Engli sh can no longer be used in anv officia l conesponde nce 
and that s tudents a1'e not allbwed to ~tudy English. He fur-
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REAL HEROES 
To the Editor: 

An interesti ng item w,1s sent to me 
from Puerto Rico where soldiers are 
being forced to go to Korea . My 
friend wrote: 

" Twenty Puerto Rican soldiers of 
sorne JOO on the lr.i11sp'J1 t ship 'Henry 
Gibtons' threw themsc lvrs into the bay 
of San Juan when thry were refu~ed 
pcrm ;ssion to go .:!Sltt'1l· 01 sec their 
f.imtli es waiting on the docks 

" The m.iyor of S.in JL•an, who h,1d 
tried to glorify the role of these 
soldiers beirg forcrbly ~ent to Korea, 
was neJrly struck by a Gtmera hu i led 
by one of the il'fur ia ted soldiers. The 
names 01· Governor Munoz .:ind Com­
m1ss1oner Fernos, who s hamclc~ sl y 

offe red 75,000 Pue"rto Rican youths as 
cannon fodder for the US, were hooted 
and cursed. Many hundreds of rela­
tives and friends were left sobbing on 
the docks as the ship drew anchor and 
departed, once the 20 real heroes had 
been captured and returned for punish. 
ment. 

"Apparently the military authori ties 
h,1d 111tended pcrmilting \<is1ts with the 
f.1mdics, but sensing the p1obabdt1y of 
.icts of desperation and n .ass .desertion, 
ch.1nged their minds. S19nificanlly, 
.1l though the press w.:is present and 
m.iny photos were taken of al l the 
cfr<lmatic scenes, not one was pr in led, 
iJnd the newspaper reports of the shi p's 
v:s1t omitted the above facts." 

OLGA RUESCH 
Peking 

~------------------------------------------------
thcr snid that the "drivl''' .a :-!ai n ~t u ~e of Eng-Ji:..;h was so wide­
s pread that Chinese who know Engli s h dare not speak it 01· 

read F.11gli s h-la11guag-c flulilil'alinns I'm wondering if this is 
the c;i:..;e for it !'l'C lll s l ike a n •ry :..; horL:..; ig-htcd poliry to me. 
t\.T., London 

ANSWER: It i.- true that nL• ilher Engli s h nor any other 
fcreig·n bn'.!"uag-e can be used in official concspondcnce. That 
is, i f fn1 l'ir;n rcsirlcnts in China \\Tile a letter to any of the 
~overnmcnt agencies, it must be in Chinese. Thi~. of course, 
is the wa;- all sovcrei;rn government' act, but it is a very 
marked change for foreigners in China who throug-h the years 
of imperialist rul e were accustomecl lo rlealing with the toady­
ing Kuomintang which used English as a semi-official language. 

It is not trne that English is frowned on in the schools 
and universities. Engli sh sti ll remains the predominant for­
eign Jan g-uagc bei ng taught in both the middle schools and 
higher schoo ls. A s tudent graduating from college 'must have 
a reading knowledge of one foreign language; and English 
and Russian are th e main ones taught, though some universities 
have courses in German, French and Japanese. As for Chinese 
being "afraid" to speak or read Engli sh, the Review still has 

a substantial following among Chinese throughout the country. 
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jTh:. /}!,,~~,t!:,!~a:;~view 
I_ Who's Scuttling Sino-British Trade? 

Investigate 

Germ Warf are 

SIJ\'CE the launching of 
uncleclarcd germ \\'ar­

fare uv the Un it ed States 
againsl Korea and China 
both the i· orean and Chi-

nese governments ha1·e repeatedl y demanded that the 
Americans and th e Un ited l\'ations agree to an im­
partial im·ei:; ti g·ation. The on ly condit ions attached 
to these proposal s ha1·e been stipulations that Korean 
and Chinese representati1·es ·must participate in the 
inY estigation and that the im·est igat ing body be a truly 
independent one a nd not a tool of the US. 

Despite the considerable eY idence already collected, 
Washington has steadfastly denied the germ " ·ar 
charges and tried to shrug them off as propag-ancla. In 
line with th is policy the US has done its best 
to make someth ing out of China's unwillingness to ac­
cept either th e Int E> rnational Committee of the Reel 
Cross or the World Hea lth Org-anization (WHO) , both 
of whom ha1·e been proposed by America, as impartial 
investigators. 

The so-called Internationa l Committee of the Red 
Cross is made up mainly of Swiss businessmen who 
double as Red Cross representatives in their spare time. 
Financed by grants from Red Cross member govern­
ments, the largest contributor being the US, its history 
is hardly that of a trubr neutral international body. In 
Shanghai during World War II, for instance, its business­
men members continued doing business as usual under 
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Japan.ese occ~pation. Allied internees who had personal 
expenen.ce with the Red Cross charged that ·these rep.. 
resentat1ves placed their bu siness interests first , which 
pre,·ented them from carrying out impartial investiga­
tion. 

When the fact-finding com miss ion of the Women's 
Inter~1~tiona l D~mocrat i c Federation sent its r eport on 
atroc1 t 1es com mitted by US and Syng-ma n Rhee forces 
111 Korea t? the "I~ternational Comm ittee," that body 
cu rtly r eplied t hat 1t did not hm·e author ity to in ,·es­
t igatc violations of international law. No\\-, however 
after \\'ashington has named it as America's nomine~ 
to carry out an investigation. the "Internat iona l Com­
mittee" has sa ir! noth in g about its "lack of aulhoritv." 

The "International Committee's" record on the 
Ko.io Tsland pri son camps. where hundreds of Korean 
anc~ Chines~ POW's ha,·o been killed anct maimer! by 
then· Amencan guanls, will certainly not stand ex­
amination. Actuall.,· a ropresontat i,·e of the "Interna­
tional. Comm ittee" did in spect the Koje Island camp at 
the t ime of the first incirlPnt-\\·hen 69 PO\V's were 
kill ed and Jl12 wounrlerl. The report . which had to re­
flect unfa,·orabl.'· on tho Americans. was all but sup­
pressed b:v the Committee which published it some 
time later and on!~· in one of its French-l anguag-e 
bu ll et ins. At no time did the Committee make anv 
seriou s effort s to bring its r eport to the attention ~f 
the United Nations, or the public. One interesting com­
ment on this incident is that the chief "International 
Committee" representative in the Far East at thi s time 
is th e same Dr. Otto Lehner who inspected Hitler's 
concentration camps during World War II and gave 
them a clean bill of health . 

The World Health Organi zation (WHO) has also 
been proposed as an "impartial investigator" by both 
Acheson and Tr:v.1rve Lie. However, since WHO is an 
organ of the UN, the Chinese and Koreans can scarcely 
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be blamed for regarding it as somewhat other than 
neutral as it would thus be called upon to investigate 
its own parent body. In addition, it has openly demon­
strated its hostility to new China on several occasions. 
For example. s ince March of 1951, the WHO epidemic 
station in Singapore has on fo ur separat e occasions 
fabricated report s on "C'p idemics in China." Without a 
sh red of eY idence, \\'HO declared all Chinese ports as 
"under quarantine." thu s playing a direct part in the 
CS-directed blockade of China. 

THE e,·idencc compi led of US germ wa rfare in Korea 
and Ch ina cannot be dismissed lightly . It is mas­

si1·e and emanates from Yarious international sources 
l':hich conducted on-t he-spot im·esiigations: 

1) A s ix-man group of journalists, representing 
papers in Korea, China and Hongkong, London, Paris, 
Budapest and \Varsaw. 

2) An international group of eight outstanding 
jurists made up of representatiHs from Austria, 
Relgi um . Brazi l. Brita in, Ch ina. France, Italy and 
Poland. Headed b.v 1\·ell-kn own Austrian Catholic 
Professor of Canon Law and In ternational Law Hein­
rich Brandwf' iner , the of the eig ht-man g-roup were 
non-Communist s. 

3) A team of Chinese medica l and scientific work­
ers which included Dr. Mei Ju-ao. China' s member of 
the Internatio nal Military Tribunal for the Far East, 
"·hich tri ed major Japanese war criminals after VJ 
Day. 

4) Dr. James Endicott. for 20 years Canadian 
missionarv in China, made an extended visit to China 
111 the sp~ing durin g which he investii:rated those areas 
subjected to germ warfare. 

5) Dr. Hewlett J ohnson, England's Dean of Can­
terbury, spent 40 days in China this past summer and 
inspected the evidence of germ warfare and held talks 
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with Chinese Christian leaders who had also investi­
gated the charges. 

IN April, Kuo Mo-jo, vice-premier and chairman of the 
Chinese Academy of Sciences, in reply to a French 

newspaperman's qu ery as to what conditions China 
~ould imp?se. for se lecting an international investiga­
t10n comm1ss1011, replied: 

"None. The Chinese and Korean peoples will surely 
welcome any prominent figures so long as th ey are im­
partial and self-sacr ifking. It is an exacting and serious 
task to come to China and Korea to inves tigate bacterio­
logica l \\"arfare crimes . Th ey must be prepared to risk 
their Ji,·es a nd cha llenge the forces of violence." 

F ollowing Kuo Mo-jo's r ep ly, th e Chinese officially 
announced that they would agree to an inquiry by a 
delegation of qualified sc ientists. The US and the UN 
have ne,·er repli ed. 

Li Teh-chuan , head of the Chinese Reel Cross 
Society delegat ion to the International Red Cross 
conference in Toronto, stated on August 8: "The Chi­
nese peop le ne,·er refused any truly impartial, s incere, 
independent international personages coming over to 
investigate the atrocities committed and the germ war­
fare conducted by the American armed forces." 

Despite the fact that the Korean and Chinese dele­
gations went to Toronto prepared to submit fu lly docu­
mented evidence of America's germ warfare, the 
Toronto meeting refused to allow its presentation. 

However, to cover itsel:f, the meeting made a'n 
empty gesture at arranging an "investigation" at some 
future date by passing a resolution urging the Amer­
icans on the one hand and the Chinese and Koreans on 
the other to make arrangements for an investigation. 
In view of the more than year long efforts of the Chin­
ese and Koreans to arrange an armi tice agreement with 
the Americans in Korea, it is obvious that little can be 
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expected from s imilar negotiations regarding an inves­
tigation of America's germ warfare. It is only to be 
expected that the Americans, who stand to lose by 
such an investigation, will do their best to stall-and 
eventua ll y sabotage-any such negotiations. 

Q N July 13, l!J52, Foreign Minister Chou En-lai an-
nounced that China had recognized and would abide 

by t he Genern Protocol of June 17. 1925, which pro­
.hibits the use of asphyxiating, toxic or simi lar gases 
and of bacteriological weapons in \\"Ur . This leaves only 
Japan-who used germ warfare against China during 
the second \\"Oriel \\"ar-and th e United States-who is 
currently using germ \\"arfare against Korea and China 
-as non-s igners of this international protocol. 

JT is a recognized fact 
Who's Scuffhng that large - scale 

trade with China 
Sino-British Trade? would give Britain's 

sagging economy a 
sha rp boost. Howe,·e r, during the past year and a 
ha lf the Bri t is h, \\"hile continuously talking about the 
desirability of increased trade with China, have de­
liberately cut this trade to a fraction of its form er 
le,·ei. : :.i!t~1 : 

Shorn of all diplomatic double-talk, the reason for 
the Sino-British trade decline is that the British govern· 
ment has tied itself to Washington's apron-strings. On 
the one hand the British indignantly insist that they 
want to do business with China, yet on the other hand 
London has blindly followed the United States in im­
posing ever greater restrictions on trade. 

A glance at Sino-British trade figures tells the 
story. With a history of nearly 300 years, trade once 
averaged around US$280,000,000 annually. Today, 
trade is more than 80 percent off this average, although 
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it might be two to three times higher than the best 
pre-war years. 

In 1949, Sino-British commerce through Hongkong, 
the chief trade channel, totaled nearly US$172,000,000. 
In 1950 the fi gure more than doubled, r eaching US$359,-
000.000. In the first s ix months of 1951, before Britain 
joi~ed the US-run embargo and began controlling ex­
ports to China, the fi gure jumped t o US$251,000.000 
and was running at about double the old a nnual aver­
age. In addition to this trade through Hongkong, ship­
ments through other trade channels were a lso up. Ii 
the first three months of 1951, Britain's direct exports 
t o Ch ina were fo ur times t he same period in 1950. 

However, beginning in mid-1951 Sino-Bri t i,; h trade 
has dropped sharply, with Hongkong's trade declining 
by almost 60 percent during the second s ix month ;; of 
1951. This year t he drop has been even gTcater . In 
1951 Hongkon g-'s t rade \\"ith China averaged US$32,000,-
000 per month . The averag-e for the first quartrr of 
1952 was around US$12.800,000, with the figures fallin g 
each month. 

DESPITE t he British g-o,·ernm ent's d iscrimi natory 
trade policy against China, the people's gm·ernm Pnt 

has cons istently stated that it is willing to dc,·elop ro_m­
mercial relations with Brita in and a ll other countnes 
on a basis of eq uality and mutual brnefit. This was 
most r ecentl y reiterated by Vice-Foreign Minister 
Chang- Han-fu on July 5. 

Referrin !! to a British note of May 19, which statrd 
that nearly all Br itish companies were prepared to wind 
up their ~ffairs in China and that certain influ e ~1 t_i al 
British companies were plann ing- to set up a new Jornt 
organization to continue trade with China, Chang- Han­
fu poin ted out t hat because of adherence to US pres­
sure British business has met serious and unnecessary 
diffidulties. He said that many British firms in China 
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have been r ed uced to retrenchment or closure by 
the depressed state of trade between the two coun­
tries. Although the Chinese government has made 
efforts to aid these firm s by granting loans and sup­
plying raw materi als, the British government has not 
shown the least sign of r elaxing its trade control 
measures . As a resul t the difficul t ies of British firms 
m Ch ina ban~ increased. 

The active promuiion of trade bet ween China and 
Britain on a bas is of" equa lity and mutua l benefit is con­
ducive to t he l"(' Co\·ery and development of industi-ial 
and agricu ltural product ion in both count ri es. For 
Bri tain this is es pecia lly important today, since the 
decl ine of her economy, so dependent on fore ign trade, 
has resu ltccl in growing economic difficulties at home. 
Increasing unemployment, as witnessed in the Lan­
cash ire tC'xli le in dustry, cer ta inly could be alleviated by 
Cl1i na ord ers. 

Meanwhile Ch ina's economy has rapidly been ap­
proaching a boom stage. Despite the US-directed em­
bargo and blockade, new China has made s tartling ad­
rnnces in a ll phases of her economy. Foreign trade, 
for instance, last year more than doubled that of 1950 
and far exceeded t he average pre-war level. 

With industrial production ris ing rapidly, with 
farm outpu t breaking all previous records, a nd with the 
purchasing power of hundreds of millions of peasants 
and workers at an a ll -t ime hig h, China. is today one 
of the best markets in the world for foreign trade. 

FRONT COVER 

Minority dancers performing in Peking. 
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Three years of people's rule 

Toward a New China 
C. Y. W. MENG 

SINCE th~. founding of the people's government on October 1, 
1949, China has been the scene of vast changes. Economical­

ly, politically and culturally a new Ch ina is being swift ly bui lt. 
While at home t he peop le's living s tandard goes up, on the in­
ternational scene Chin a has emerged from the humi liating posi­
tion of a semi-colony to that of an independent nation, a bulwark 
in t he fight for world peace. 

Under Chi ang Kai-shek's rule, industrial and agricultural 
production declined steadi ly. By 194!J, heavy industry output 
had fallen to 30 percent of the record year, and light industry 
production had drnpped to 70 percent. Agricultura l production 
was only 75 percent of the pre-war le \'e l. 

The mos t 1ne~si ng initial task of the people's government 
was the resto ration and development of China's ruined economy. 
More has been done in th ese three yea rs than in any previous 
three decades of Chinese hi s toi·y. The total value of industrial 
production increased by 26. 7 percent in 1051 over 1950, a nd 
this year's increase will be s till larger ove r 1951. The output 
of 35 main items of industrial production in the country has 
surpassed the highest pre-war level by 26 percent. 

Tota.I agricultural output in 1951 was restored to 92.8 percent 
of the highes t pre-war annual output, and in 1952 t he total out­
put of gra in will s urpass the highest level in the hi story of 
China. This year wi ll a lso see Chi na self- s uffici en t in cotton s upply. 

Old China's machinery industry was mainly i·estricte<I to 
repail'ln.g and a ssembly johs only. H owever , within three years 
new China has trans formed thi s vital industry from that of a 
colonial and s ubordinate s tatus to one which is independent. 
New Chin a now turns out machine too ls of all descriptions, and 

314 

China Monthly Review 

produces a host of modern machines ranging all t he way from 
delicate scient ific instruments to comp lete sets of texti!E! 
machinery. 

New China's rapid advance in indust rialization is a firm 
answer to t he blockade imposed by the US government which 
was a imed at paralyzi ng China 's industr ies. As the past few 
years have s hown, China is strong and determined to repel a ll 
attacks, a nd can live by her own C' tforto. The new China fights 
and rebu ilds hand in hand . 

L !BERA TIO N l'bund the nation in the grip of' a malignant 
inflation which had las ted through the last 12 years of Kuo. 

mintang misrn le. At it s peak. this inflatiun was characterized 
by an annual price rise of a thousandfold and more. 

By 1950, ho"·c,·c1-. the Centra l People's Government had s uc­
ce"full y stabil ized prices of most essential commodities, such a s 
grain and cloth. S tate ti·ading organ i,;a ticns play a leading role 
in adjusting prices in line wit h the o,·er-a ll economic aims of 
the state. The gov<' rnment's price cont rn l and s tabilization policy 
has been one of the main guarantees of su ffi c ient food and cloth. 
ing- foi· the people. It al so is a prerequisite for the plan ned eco­
nomic r econstrnction of the country. 

Trade is being promoted in every possib le way lo s peed up 
the exchang-e of g-oods for the benefit of the people and their 
economv. The \'a st markets and raw mater ial s which are being 
tapped· within the coun try have more than nullified the results 
of the Western embargo on Ch ina. Th e expansion of urban. 
rural trade is one example of how the \\'ashing-ton-inopi r ed em­
bargo has actually caused a speeding up in China's economic 
development. 

The people's government is also ass isting- private ente rpri se. 
For example the Eas t China Genera l Goods Corporation, a sta.te­
operated organization, recently sig ned purchase contracts wit h 
more than 370 private S hanghai firms . 

One of the guiding princip les in placing purchas ing or pro-

C. Y. W .. MENG has fx.en a contributing ed!tor to the Review 
for some 15 years.. His Ia . .;r article appeared ih the June issue. -
Editor. 
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cessing orders with private enterprise is to guarantee u reason­
able profit. However, market stabili ty a s well a s the intereste 
of the manufacturers, sell l'rs nnd co nsumern are all taken into 
cons ideration . Government loans must be used for the purpose 
they are contracted for. Any attempt on the pa1·t of the un­
scn>pulous lo accrue huge prnfils al public expen se is not 
tolerated. 

THE taming of China's one-tim e rampagi11g- ri v(_•rs nnd the 
construction of rnilrnnt!H are t•onncll' examples of tlw la tent 

forces and hopes for a rich future whic h liberntion has un lcus ill'd 
in Chinn. 

Among the muny large·sl'nlt• fl ood <·ontrol work s tht• lluai 
Ri ve r projec t is un outstanding one. The aim of thi s gigantic 
effort is not only to put an end tu lh1• t·enluri1·s-o ld flood th rea t, 
but also to bring 40,000,000 111v11 of land u11<IN p ro pe r irr igation, 
to deve lop 1,000 kilometers of na v igal tl1• waterways a nd lo build 
a numbe r o f power s tations . With the completion of tlw first 
s tage of the project the H uai River Va ll t•y has la ken on a nl'w 
appearance. Bumpe r crop~ were hurv t•stt •d both in the su 111 111cr 
and autumn o f J~l51 following llw t•l im inal i<> n of the flood thn•nt. 

Lus t year, a s ide from nearly :l,000,000 workers on ll1<• job, 

Villagers of l.inJ,?pi in south Anhwl'i harvrsll•<l a 
bumper wheat crop this year. 

more lhan 400,000 workern in diffe r ent trades, including con­
struction, me tal, tele-communiculion, ca rpente rs, etc. have been 
engaged direc tly or indirectl y on th e ll i;;; i projec t which has 
already benefited 51i,OOO,OOO peo ple living on both s ides o f this 
might y rive r. 

The t·on s lruction o f lht• Cbenglu -Chungl<ing railroad , which 
had bl•en in the "p lanning-" st C1J.!' e for ·10 years, is anothe r mile­
stone in Ch inn's con ~ t rue! io n. Th e new railway is nn important 
lin k in the network whi eh. \\' hr n completed, wil l ti c tog-e ther the 
countr.v's mos t l't'mol l' art'as. 

BY 111id - J fl52 China's land r L"fu nn had li1'<'n l•asicn ll y completed. 
Me re t han 400,000,0IJO 111·0 111<· in th" 1 nral lll't•a s '"'re eman­

cipa ted from a sys tem of fl'udal and sl' mi - feudal land owner­
ship . Thi s ha s lllC'ant tlw rdca sc o f hu '-!"l' product ive forces on 
the pnrt of th e mass of th e IH'a~ants , th us l'ren tinJ.!' a p1·crcquisite 
for the indu , t riali zali on o f th e country. 

lti sinl{ product ion hu s hf'fln one c1f tlH• frui! s of la nd reform. 
Ha ving- rct'L•i ved tlu· ir s hare of t lw Jund. lhl' rwasunts ha ve pro_ 
duc1•d bigger <Tops. In the Hl' t' a s w lwrt• land refo rm has Uccn 
eom 1d el t·d , :w .. 10 1wrce nt of th e pt•asa nt s h:i ve j oinl'd pra, an ls ' 
assoc iat ions , and havp o rgn nizl'd mutual -aid ll'ams which have 
greatly upped product ion. 

The t1 ·pmrndous incr(':l Sl' in lhl• pu rchasint! po\\'L'I' of China's 
400.000 ,000 peasa nts hmught on l1y land rl• form_ is '<1111ethini:: 
hither lo unst.'l' n. Not on!\' an• tl H'V huvinl.!' lin· ~; tcwk , ehcrnica l 
fcrt il iZL' I', watt.•n\'he<•ls anci modL•r n f:arm . Utt.' 11.~ i l s in la1-g-c qunnti­
ti cs. l1ut thl' pea sant s Hl"l' now dL•nwnding- all k inds o f con sumer s 
goods JH'L• v iou ~ l y Ucyoncl tla•ir l" l'al'h : C'ott on piel'l't.:'t.,ods, hooks, 
fla shl ights, medicines . 'na p. and so l'orl h. The s purt in the pur­
chns ini; power of llw Nor th eas t pea s:1nl s is rc flel'led in the in­
crras ing snlrs of <'o l ln n pi t•c·ogoods : 1'00,0110 hnll s in l!l-17 ; 1,200,-
000 in I !J .J8 ; :i .~ 110 . 01111 in I !l.J!I; !1,0011.1100 in 1 !!GO; and 
I I ,000,000 las t yea r . -. 

Thi s year's unifierl progT <'SY ive ag- ri l· t1ll 11r:il ta x has furth e r 
low1

1

1'L
1

d agTi eulturu l ta Xl's whi l'h li:td :tlrl'tHly ll t.'P n eut hy 25 
jlr rcen t in I !l!iO. 

At thl' time of li UC' 1".•1ti on, C hina w as a c·apital -dL·li \·ic·nt nation. 
New C hinn, however, do('s not f'eck to ama ss capital l>.v cver­
inerl':ts ing- ta xntion , a enurse whiC'h wo uld ht• d l~tr in1 cntnl to the 
na t ion 's liv ing s tandards and which would ul so hindc!' t he rc­
huhilitnli nn n nd deve lopment of tlw nnl io11al eco nomy in wh ic h 
private capita li st.~ . handic rnfts mcn, pea sants and olhe r s mall 
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producers occupy an important place. Nor would new China 
J"esort to the exploitative methods of Western capitalism or the 
brutal plunder of colonial peoples to benefit its own industrializa­
ti on . Therefor e, the movements for increased production, re­
duc ing waste, improving- efficiency, etc . are of the greatest im. 
portance to Chin a during thi s initi a l phase of national con­
struction. 

The a ccu mulat ion of capita l in new China is accomplished 
chi efly through rai s ing labor productivity in all fields, the in­
troduction of sc ientific and democratic management, the adoption 
of l'ationafo c tl wo.-king 111ethods , mak ing fuller use of all available 
productive capac ity, s peed ier circulat ion of operating capital, and 
lowel'in g producti on costs. All s tate-operated enter pri ses, for 
example. ha ve been instructed to pare operating costs from six 
to JU pen·cnt fo r 1952. 

So111 e exam ples of h ow ne\\· production methods help ac­
cu mulate capital a rc fo und in the two fo llow ing m ethod s : In 
Shan g-ha i. th e 1-lo Chien-shi u 111 ethod (named after the girl cotton 
worke r who developed it) has helped cut down cotton yarn 
was ti•i;e hy 50 pe rcent. whil e the 1951 weaving method has helped 
aug111 ent the work ;ng effic iency of loom workers by 100 percent. 
It is esti111atr rl that the pro111otion of these two advanced methods 
ha s a l r<·ad)- hecn rrs JHlll'ib le for the creation of sufficien t extra 
wea lt h lo se t up 1.l t extile mill s of 30,000 sp indles each, or to 
bu i!d new Ji•: i w~ quarters fo r 44 ,000 workers a nd their families. 

ILLTTERACY ll'as one of the ch ief weapons used by the KMT in 
ifs effo rt s t o per pe tuate ignorance and superstition so as to 

maintain its g-l'i p on 1 he cotmtry. Since li be r ation a nation­
wide fi ;:ht has !we n launched ag-a inst illiteracy. The n ew sim­
plifi ed '' )"Siem of tcnr·hing reading- and writing is bound to have 
a profou nd effec t on th e people, a nd will accelerate our social 
and ,-u I t u"~ l a ch· a nce111ent. 

Sin ce liherali on gl'eat effort ha s been put into g iving work­
ers and peasant s the opportuni ty fo l' a n educa ti on. L ast year 
J .780.000 factor>' workers attended newly establi shed WOl'kers' 
s pare time schools. Thi" attendance rep resented an increase of 
J 2-1 pe rcent over 1040. Attendance in peasants' winter schools 
last Year was 35,860.000 as compared to 25,000,000 in 1950. In 
:.Hldition more than 11 ,000,000 peasants were admitted to r egular 
>chnol s in 1951. 

LI BERAT ION has meant improved welfare for the nation's 
workers. In Shanghai's t exti le mill s summer temperatures 
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gate· is part of the Hsi Fei River 
conse rvancy project in north Kiangsu province. 

fn;quentl y passed the 100 degree Fahrenheit mark, whil e in the 
spinning and weaving sheds it was not unusual for the 
th~rn10meter to register a s much as 11 0 degrees . In li:MT days 
this w~s cons idel'ed a " normal" cond it ion in the mills . Under the 
peoples gove rnmen t air condi tio ning and better ventila t ion 
systems have been install ed in many of the mill s and r egulations 

, for the state textile m il_ls require temperatures to be kept be­
tl1 een 68 to 86 degrees in the s ummer. 

. Livi ng conditions a~ well as working conditions have i111proved 
m all r espects. Salaried and wage emp loyees and workers in 
the Northeast, for example, saw their ea rnings go up by 27 percent 
m 1949, another 12 percent in 1950, and 15 percent more la st year 
-and a~ there ~s no in fl ation these wage increases r epresent a 
so lid gain in h v1 ng standards. According to t he mos t conserva­
ti ve esbma tes, pu~·chas ing power in China last yea r was 30 per­
cent higher than 1n 1950. This huge purchasing power without 
P?rallel m _pre-liberated Ch ina, has broadened t he horn~ market, 
given an . 1mpet_us to production, and at the same time is a 
P~werfu l incentive for foreign countries to expand their trade 
with new China. 

Unemployment is well on the way to permanent banishment. 
Many hundreds of thousands found jobs in the past three years 
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as the proportion of industrial production expanded from 10 to 
nearly 30 percent of the national economy. Public works absorbed 
many, some. were trained as ski lled workers, others were urged to 
change theu· wo1:k and still others, who had drifted in to the 
c.1ties beca use of rntolerable conditions in the countryside befor

6 liberation, were urged to r eturn home to engage in productive 
wo rk , with the government financing their r eturn fare. 

THE people have organized themselves in to democratically run 
. n~ass organizations, such as the trade unions, peasants' as­

sociations, women's organization and •o on. They elect their 
own representati ,·es and di scuss a ll problems democratically. 

In the r~cent summer health "clean-up" ca mpaign people of 
a ll walks of life, old a nrl you nir, businessmen a nd housewives turn­
e.d o?t to do their part in making Shanghai a healthier place to 
ln-e m. Today .. t he city is cleaner than at any time in its hi story. 
The men who directed the workers were not policemen or officials 
hut neighborhood lender s who were selected bv r es idents of each 
distr ict. Eve r yone worked' hard , not by comp

0

ul sion but by their 
o<rn des ire and understanding of the intention of the gove1:nment. 

Before liberation hea lth condit ions were appa lling. Under 
the KMT it was esti mated that t he nation 's dea th rate amounted 
to more tha n 30 per 1,000 persons. Jn some areas infant 

fh c 
of 

The Su Chang-}'u model workers brigade d emon­
strates its rapid brick-J;iying method which raises pro­
ductivity five times. Among observers is Kao Kang 
(second from right) , chairman o f the Norlhcast Peo­
ple's Go"crnmcnt. 

mortality reached the frightful figure of 40 percent. Death from 
di sease was unbelievably high in t he na t ional minority areas. 
One area in Inner Mongolia, for ins tance, which former ly had a 
popu latio n of 400,000, contained only 100,000 people by the time 
of liberation. 

- -...... - .. ~ ... -=~~.:: .-~ · ·-~~ ~··~i 
Since liberation more than 200,000,000 people have been 

vacc inated against smallpox in new China . By the end of thi s 
year practically eve ry man, woman and child will be vaccinated . 
Smallpox will be wiped out complete ly within the next three to 
fi ve yea r s. At the same time, annual nation-wide inoculation 
drives have virtually eliminated epidemics so prevalent before. 

~ 

THE third anniver sary of the founding of peop le's China finds 
the nation more solidly united than at a)1y period in its hi s­

tory. China is a multi-national coun t ry and today the g reat 
majority of the people are on the ma rch. Things arc no longer 
static but the people are eagerly seeking out the new, convinced 
that something great and heroic is taking place in this country. 
Fully conscious of the tasks before them, the Chinese people have 
implicit faith in their future , a socialist futu re. 
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RAILWAY BRINGS NEW 

LIFE TO SZECHUEN 
Chen Shan-yi 

THE 50fi-ki lomcter Chung-
king - Che ngt u railroad, 

which remained a paper pla n 
for 40 year, , was opened to 
t raffic on July l, having been 
completed within t\\'o yea r s 
after liberation. Completio n 
of th e line \\'as anothe r con­
L'l'l'te proof of th e ab ilit y 
and reso ur·ccfulr.ess o f the 
Chinese peop le, freed from 
the l\ 11 0111 in ta ng- yoke. The 
lirw is another step for-
ward in China 's economic 
reconstruction and has a lready 
benefited Szechuen's comme rce 
and industry, 

Unl ike other· rail roads in 
China, \\'hich were constructed 
by rival imperiali sms in 
cahoots \\'ilh warlords and 
bureaucrnl ic onlcia ls for the 
sake of profits. t he Chungking­
Cheni:rlu rni lroad was built: 
without expens ive foreign 
Joans, u ~ ing- domcRtic mater­
ia ls, from ra ils t o sp ikes and 
t ies. 

On July 1, to mark the 
open ing nf the line, a train 
l ~ ft Chungkrng and a nother 
left Chengtu s imultaneously, 
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meeting at Ne iki a ng, the mid. 
way station. Literally t he 
whole le ngth of the line was 
thronged with peasants . the 
maj ority of whom had never 
sEcn a railroad train . lll any 
made special tr·ip s to Cheng'.u 
for the inauguration ceremony, 
Hmong them a 7f>-yt•a r-old man 
1<ho 1·cca lled t hat he had paid 
40 taels of s i lve r· 40 yea rs 
ago for rai lroad shares but 
ha d neve r seen a s ingle rail 
laid . "Now the government 
has built a railway," he sa id, 
"and it didn't a sk us to pay 
a cent." 

Co mplet ion of t he line ahead 
of sc hed ule was a sig ni fica nt 
ac hic\'emcnt in the light of 
tl:e dilli cult conditions under 
nh ich constru ction was begu n, 
on Jun e l 5, JD50. Chungk ing 
and Che ngtu had been liber­
ated on ly s ix mont hs, KMT 
l'Lmnants we re sti ll active, 
and banditry \\'a s ra mpunt 
alonir the line. The government 
was in dillicult financial strai ts, 
indu stry was stagna nt, with 
mos t of the fa ctor ies suspend­
eu. and Chungking ha d 100.000 
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unemployed. There were no 
materials at hand, not a length 
of ra il , not one ti e . 

Nevertheless, the govemmcn t 
bega n the p roj ect, which, as it 
got under way, pu t new life 
into ind nstry and ira,·e work 
to the j obl ess. The KMT legacy 
of r ust ing mac hi nery and idle 
worke rs producl'd thou sands of 
tons of rail s for the line. I n 
th e past, lies had been im­
portu l; now, Szechucn peas­
ants suppli ed J ,200,00U li es 
from their forests . 

l nu uslrial worker.< , PLA 
mm and pea,anls cooperated 
in pu tting the line l11rnugh . 
The l'O ns tru ctio n work ;.\·as 
pic>11 el' re•I by 25,000 PLA men 
wh o at tacked th e rock y moun­
tai ns w ith t he sa me energy 

they had disp layed on the bat­
tlefi eld. The 100,000 peasant 
laborers who followed invent­
Ed man.\• labor-saving devices 
and ach ieved r ecords in the 
c mulation drives . 

Chungking iron a nd stee l 
"""·kt-rs vied \\' ith th eir fcl­
iuw \\ urk c..· r ~ in the A orthca:-.t 
11· fulfil a :id '"·erfu llil th e ir 
qtwla ' of rail ; . fbh plates, 
J,.!"ird er:-: . roiiing stock und ot l1er 
tquipmcnt. Crews of ~teamcrs 
on the uppc:r Yani:rtz.: run made 
k! i::1 1·do us night voyages 
through the gorges in low­
,. a\C·1· sc·a so n to ge t supplies to 
the Ji nc on t ime. 

EC'onomic Lenefi ts of the line 
hm·e already begun to appear . 
Li,·ing- s ta ndards of more t ha n 
I ,U(l 0,000 persons along the 

Map of the Chungking-Chcngtu Railway a nd sur· 
rou nding territo ry. This n ew rail Jink laps one of the 
r~cl 1 cs t sec l ions of the cuuntrv. 

N 'K ric' ~ wine 
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tons of r ice were sent to 
Ch ungki ng in May alone. A 
network of feeder highways is 
being built. 

Weiyuan collieries have a 
great share in the new pros­
perity. Coa l needed by Nei­
kiang s ugar refineries is now 
sent by ruil at a great savi ng, 
whic h in turn wil l aid the de­
ve lopment of the sugar indus­
try. We iyuan coal, availab le 
in Chengtu, will replace wood 
as fuel for hou sehold and in­
dustria l purposes. Cities along 
the line arc bustl ing; in Nei­
kiang there arc now 719 more 
business enterprises tha11 thc1 c 
were last year. 

Construttion of the line 
through mountainou s country 
was a diincult ta s k, ncceso itat­
ing the boring of more than 
40 tunn els and the bu ilding of 
1,:300 bridges and culverts; 
Tokiang Bridge, 350 meters 
long, is the longest. The pre­
sent numbe r of ~:3 s tations will 
be increased to GO, or one sta­
t ion every 8.5 kdometcrs on 

the average. Three trains 
lca1·e Chunglcing daily: a 
night express to Chcngtu, with 
sleepers an ti diner; a local to 
Chcngtu; and a loca l to L ung­
thang. 

The Chung-king - Cheng-tu 
railroad is importan t not 
mcrdy as the main arterv o[ 
S;:cdltlcn p1·01·ince, linki111; the 
hinterland with the Yun;.:tzc 
port of Chungking, but it will 
al so bring west Szcchuen . ::ii ­
kang and Tibet into closer con­
nection with the rest of China. 
On the day of its co mpl etion, 
work was begun on the Cht' ~ Jr­
tu-Tiensuci railroad; and t ll"o 
other lines arc being planned. 
the Chungking-Kweiyang-h:i11. 
chcnkiang and the Chungki11g--
1\.un111ing railroads. 

Thus the Chungking-Chcng­
tu line will form part of the 
main trunk railroad linking 
China's vast Northwest and 
Southwt•st areas. Dc1·e lopm c11t 
,,f China's i;reat west, so long 
held back by primiti1·e mean.; 
0 r transportation, ha s begun 
to move rapi<lly ahead. 

FIRST CHINA-BUILT LOCOMOTIVE 
Tl-IE first locomotive cntireiy made in China has been 
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turned ".ut by workers of the Szel"ang rnilway work­
shop neu1· 1 s 1ngtao 111 East China . Difficu lties arising­
ove1. the .manufacture of pa 1·ts, which for merl v were ex­
clusi~·cly imported. from abroad, were ovcrc·omc• ·a s a rcsu.lt 
of 11 orkcr-techn1crnn cooperation . 

l n n test run China's firs t locomotivt• gave a steady 
per~ormnnce nt 75 kil omcters pc1· hour. The locomotive, 
ope.1 at111g at high speed, pulled more than :i 000 tons of 
freight. ' 

China Mon rhl y Review 

I ARMY SPORTS MEET IN PEK ; NG I 
N JCW China is fast becoming s ports conscious. Since li bera-

l ion, for the fir st time, there is widespread interest a nd 
1iartic ipat iort in athlet ics. With nation-wide emphasis on phys i­
cal litness, women as wel l as men are not only attending sports 
ev,•nts but they an• taking part in activities on the field itself, 
011 faclory and shop teams, sc hool teams and other organizations. 

The development of sports in China was highlighted by t he 
11-day All-Army Sports Meet whid1 opened in Peking cm August 

l. Heid in celebration of the 25 th anniversary of the founding 
or the Chinese People's Liberation Army, it was China's first 
natio nal sports mel'l. n epresentatives of army units from all 
on· 1· China took part. 

Cornmpetilive events included track and field, men a nd 
women's volleyball and swimming contests, basketball, soccer, 
baseball, ho rsemans hip, obstacle races, motor cycling, bicycling, 
weight-lifting and gymnastics . 

Women parachu tists ack nowledging cheers o f 
specta tors. 



The growing interest in sports was reflected by the over­
whelming demand for tickets. With practically all tickets bought 
up days in advance, Peking fans waited long hours in line to 
get the remaining tickets. A national radio hookup carried de­
scriptions of the mee t's main events to all parts of the country. 

One of the highlights of the meet was the exhibition basket-

ball games between the PLA and the visiting Polish men and 
women's teams on a tour of China. The army teams were chosen 
from among crack army men and womPn players. 

More than 600,000 spectalors attended the 11-day meet in 
the course of which a number of national records were shattered. 

Scramble for the ball during basketball game 
between "August 1" and 11 East 01ina" PLA teams. 
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EXHIBITION HIGHLIGHTS 

REVIVAL OF ECONOMY 

fUKIE N'S first native pro-
ducts exhibition s ince 

li beration has recently been 
held in Foochow's public 
athletic fi eld . In four weeks, 
the exhib ition drew 200,000 
visitors with its displays of 
nearly 4,000 products of men's 
creat ive labor and the rich 
natural resc urces of thi s 
coastal province, which lies 
opposite Taiwan. 

One farmer pointed out 
the differen ce uetween thi s 
ex hi bition a nd the ones held in 
Kuomintang days, sa ying 
th at the la tter "dbplayed 
merely cur ios and luxury it ems 
for the benefi t of land lords and 
bureaucrats, while n ow we see 
useful things produced by 
farm and factory." 

The profusion of goods, maps 
and charts dazzled the eyes 
and gave conc r ete ev idence of 
the successfu l efforts made by 
the people's government to de­
ve lop the great potentialities of 
Fukien, which has been 
lavishly endowed by nature. 
Great forests s uppl y timber; 
tea, mus hrooms a nd medicina l 
herbs g row on the hills ; good 
soil and climate produce de-
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licious fruits; and the sea 
yields a great variety of fi sh. 
Its factories produce famous 
lacque1· ware, horn combs, 
wooden and rattan furn it ure 
and many other commodities. 

In KMT days, as a resu lt of 
backwa1·d ness, o\·era ll mis­
~overnment a nd the influx of 
foreign goods, Pukicn's various 
indus tries s tagnatet.!. Since 
liberation, agriculture and in­
du str y have seen a rapid and 
healthy development, a steady 
imp rovement in the l iving 
sta ndards of workers and 
peasants. 

A wall of tea bricks fronting 
the ag ri cu ltural products 

hall of t he exhiuition attested 
to Fukien's hig h place as a tea 
producer. Black tea, which 
now has a good market in the 
US S R a nd Pie new demo­
cracies, grows in the eas t, and 
tea scented with jas mine, 
which grows luxuriantly 
around Foochow, is popular in 
Shanghai, North China and 
the Northeast. Green tea and 
Oolong are favo rites in Hong­
kong and Southeast As ia. 
Chungan county, in the west, 
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is the on ly producer of t he 
world-famous Bohea tea. 

La,;t year, Fukien produced 
100 ,000 piculs of tea, more 
than tw ice as much as in 1948 
and of a much better quality. 
To improve the quality of tea, 
the government's fir et s tep was 
to break up the exploitative 
burdens heavily imposed upon 
the !Pa farm~rs by the KMT 
J!Overnment; then the govern­
ment set a side Y2,000,000,000 
for wholesale purchase of the 
new crop. 

fUKIEN , with the Northeast 
and Huna n, is one of 

China"s foremost timber pro­
ducing- provinces , with mor e 
than 32,000,000 111011. in the 
north cove red by forests. Fir 
is used for cons! n1ctin g- carts 
and houses ; p ine fo r furniture 
and matche•; and the cam phor 
tree's valuable gum has a wjde 
rnriety of industrial uses. 

of the province and the live­
lihood of workers engaged in 
th e industry. 

Now the industry is rapidly 
recovering. The Foochow Im­
port a nd Export Company has 
encouraged saw mills to move 
to the forest area, and has 
helped them financially. Sawn 
lumber is shipped in increas­
ing quantities to East China 
cit ies for the growing needs of 
construction. 

Fukien's widespread bamboo 
cultivation provides pulp for 
paper making, with 80 per­
cent of the counties engaged 
in the industry. Bamboo pulp 
produces paper of three 
grades. th e first being white, 
of good quality, suitable for 
printing and writi ng. The 
second grade is newsprint 
whi le the third g rade is yei­
lowish in co lor and of uneven 
thickness. 

Top production of paper was Afte1· the peak lumber ex­
port year of 1929, exports 
dw indled , as a resu lt of large 
import• from abroad and t he 
manipulation of the market by 
•peculators. On the eve of 
libera tion, Fukicn's timber ex­
port had dwindled to only one­
fifth of the 1929 total, with 
grave effect s upon the economy 

• 000,000 piculs in 1936, but this 
indus try like others declined 
un ti l, just before liberation, 
only 46 of Fukien's 339 mills 

HO TUN-SUN, a contributin g 
editor of the Review, is a teacher 
at the First Provincial Middle 
School in Foochow, Fukien pro­
vince. 
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were opera ting, and 5,000 
workers were unemployed. 
Now, as a result of better eco­
nomic cond it ions, all the mi1Js 
have reopened and this year's 
production target is 800,000 
piculs. The demand for paper 
is great, and Fukien paper is 
now sold in Kunming, Sinkiang 
and the Northeast, an unpre­
cedentedly wide market. 

fUKIEN 's soil and climate 
are excel lent for the grow-
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ing of sugar cane, especially 
in the south and along the 
coast, where there is a g rowing 
s ugar refining industry. The 
white an.d brown sugar pro­
duce<! a r e compar able in 
quality to Taiwan s ugar. 

After VJ-Day, annual output 
of sugar approached 1,000,000 
piculs, but with the increas ing 
import of American sugar, 
currency inflation and exploi ta­
tion of sugar cane growers , 
output declined to only 300,000 
71ic11/s before liberation. After 
the KMT r egime was thrown 
out, the People's Bank of 
Fukien issued Joans to sugar 
cane farmers a nd the national 
trading company maintained 

the price of sugar, at the 
ratio of 100 catties of sugar 
to 260 catties of 1·ice. 

With flood control, greater 
use of fertilizer, extermina­
tion of insec t pests and con­
tinuing financial aid from the 
government, sugar produ ction 
this year will total 800,000 

7Jic11ls, attaining the 1947 level. 
Fukien mushrooms are fam­

ous in China a s well a s abroad; 
former ly they found a wide 
market in Pacific countries and 
all over China. The province 
produces many different types 
of mushrooms, and it is per­
haps not w idely known that 
they are a source of vitamin 
D. While the foreign market 

;China has long been famous for its lacquer ware 
which is sold all over the world. Focchow is the coun­
try's leading producing center.. Below, a large lacquC'r 
screen done in the traditional st}'le. 

A modern lacquer tea 
service. 

has dwindled , owi ng to the US 
blockade, the domestic market 
has expanded steadily. 

l\lushroom growers loo ha\"e 
been g iven government aid. 
When, in ea rl y rnso, the 
market price in Sha ngha i fe ll 
conside rably , the n ationa l 
trading company came to the 
growe rs' help and boug ht up 
th ei r crop. Since t hen. prices 
have recovered a nd production 
is now at a satisfactory Je,·el. 

T OBACCO, Jong ago in-
troduced to sout hern 

Fukien from Lu zon, is nuw 
widely cultivated in 36 
cou nties of Fukien. The best 
qua lity, equ iva lent to Virginia 
tobacco, gro \\·n s ince 1936, is 
now widely marketed in th e 
Yangtze vall ey and southwest 
China . Last year, after 
land reform, the farmers in 
addit ion got government loans 
and increased the tobacco grow­
ing area. One county a lone 
grew a little more than 
1,000,000 call ics, an increase 
of 50 percent as compa red with 
the pre- li be ration crop, and 
this year the production tar-
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g'L' t i' about 2,000,000 critlies 
of cured leaf. 

Foocho w horn t:omb~ arc 
also well know n for their dur ­
al1ility anu appearance. The 
l'OUJ.d1 . unattractive ox horns, 
aftL>r going through a six­
mont hs' c: urin g proce~~, fol ­
Jo\\'ed b,· cu tt ing, poli hing and 
decoration. become beautiful 
combs. The trade began in 
I n25 a nd do,·e Jopod rapidly un­
til 19.15, \\' hen 200.000 combs 
\\' ere Jll'Oduced each mo nth . 
The Japanese ruined the in­
dt"tr,, by \\'ide>pread dumping 
of cheap imitations . and after 
\"J nay the fl ood of imported 
US plas tic combs pre\'ented re­
co,·e ry; in 1947 monthly pro­
du ction was down to a mere 
few thousand . At present thi s 
indust ry i ~ prospcrin!!, w/th a 
g-row ing monthly pre duct ion 
which has now reached 100,000 
combs. 

F ukie n lacq uer ware has 
also had \\' or ld-wide renown 
a nd was exhi bited at the Chi~ 
cag-o World's Fair and other 
internationa l ex hi bi ti on>. The 
wo rkma ns hip is of a hig h 
order, and craftsmen produce 
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u great variety of lncriuer ob· 
jctlH, ind11ding- hcds, screens, 
vases , smoki ng nnd lea scb~ 
u11d trays. Today the biggest 
foreign 111F1rkeb; arc in the 
USSR and tlw nt•w demo­
cra('ics. 

Lacquer wan• is being· irn ­
pmv~d in ri11nlity, whi le its 
cost is l1l'ing- lo wered lo mulu• 
it lllfll' (' widt•lv avai lable to thP 

i"'""'''· Tht• . old d .. s i;:n s, dt•­
pict i ng- frud:il Inni s and :-; upcr­
stil iou .... S l'l'llL's , ha v l' IH '<'ll 
<'hnni.~:<·d tu show the aehil 'Vt·-
111t·11t s of" Jlt'Ht.Tl'ul luhor. 

l·' uki<'n rank s nex t uf'ter 
h'. i:1 11 g"s i for it s porcl'lain und 
ehinawart', producin;: 11111 ,flllll 
11ir·11/.'i Hllnuall y. Th l' 111o s l dt_• · 
l ic·a ll ' W:ll'l' 1s prodlll'l'd in 
'f'l'li\\a 1·1111111.v, whi<"li . with 
Ning-lt>h, J\ lint s ing- nnd l\.11lit. ·11 , 
ac:1·01rn ls for mos t ol' llH• pro­
dlll'li u 11 . In Tphwa al1111t• :tri,-
000 worlt t•r s an· t•ng-agt•d in till• 
i11dus lry . 

The manufudurin~ fll'O<'<' SS 

eonsist~ in first mixing the 
fin e white /11rn/i11 c la y with 
w a ler. Tlw pas te is formed by 
deft fin~crs into a vessel, which 
is tlwn hak cd in a kiln. Finl'ly 
powclt•n•d f<•ldspar , mi xt•d with 
wntc1-, is I""" painl1•d ow1· th e 
su rfu cc and the VC'ss el is lht'n 
linked a;:ain, tlw fe lcl s par 
forming- n g-lnzc. Dc!-ligns nrc 
ndd<•d and I he vcss~ I is haked 
o nce more, a g- ln;.-,p forrning­
ovcr the d<•s ign. 

The indu s try produces nil 
sorts o f nrticles , from po rcelnin 
spoons to statuettes, which 
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formerly had u wide market 
overseas. H oweve r , afler VJ. 
Duy the market dwindl ed under 
th e pressure of US manu· 
fact111·L·d plastic products, and 
70 Pl'ITent o f --1.ke pottery 
workers in Fuki c n were on the 
s t.reels; produl'lion dropped to 
:w,oon 11irn/• Y<'a rly , and qual­
ity al so d<·rlirwd. 

1 n I !Ifill , th e ;:overnment 
g-rnnlt·d G0,000 rnl/ lf"H of rice 
fo r tlw n·lief of t he jobless 
workt• r s, and by th e follo wing 
y t•ar 11rgt•11l problems of pro­
tlu cliun and trnns porlution hn<t 
l1C•Pn s olved. Prnduction has 
inl'rt'u s pd in CJUality uncl qunnt­
it y , and thi s year will lolal 

711 ,11011 ,,,.,.,,,,. 

T' 11•: i1u!u s ! ri 0s m en! ioncd 
: tl>n \ 'l' lllu s tru te tlw s tag11a. 

ti1 ~ 11 :111d lml'k\\fanl1wss that 
111 ·1·vail Pcl in KMT d 1ys. and the 
in 1· r1 •a s t•d production and im· 
pro vt·na·nl in li ving' s tandards 
1 ha I hn Vt• {·o nw s i nrt• I i ht•ra· 
lion. Till' JH'oplt•'s govt•rnnwnt 
has done much to <' ?l l'011r;1g-e 
indus ll'y l 1y ~iving loans nnrl 
purc hasing its produ rt!-l. 

Fukien 's commun icati ons 
nrt• t•onstantly improving; 
111nn• than 1,000 kilonwt-
l'l' S of pulili t· highway havo 
ht' L' n built si n,.c lihcrntion , and 
wat1 •r roulPs hnve liren dredg­
ed nnd widened. In J:lfil, 
fo'ukien exported goods with 
1111 cs l imul<"d vu luc of Y 400,-
000,000,000 to the rest of China 
und forl'ig-n countries, and this 
yenr'" total will be s ubs lnntiul­
ly higher. 
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' ---;;~;~;;;;-----! 
AS SPIES 

'l'ht• North Kor('a ns and Chinese 
hav(' protcstC'cl ~•·vl~ ral tim<'!il against the 
Anu•ric.111 practi1.·<· of using children for 
1•spion.1i;:w work. lnv.1riably rlw US 
r~· 1~r.''St.'11tariv«.•s hav1• tried to cvad(' rc.!lpon ­

s1bd1ty, dt•nying th(' drnrgc or claiming 
rli :u th e wholr 1hing was a rnisunder· 
~ l•inding . 

On the 1norning of April JO a mem. 
b<•r of lhe US ch· lcgalion was discovered 
at th1.· <'ntr:rnn_· lo tlw Aincrican corres­
ponJt•nts' lt.•nt coaching a young Korean 

b.oy 011 lfH' loca rion of thC' conf('trence 
srtc (lop photo). S<'C'ing: that a photo­
grapf~<·r was w.irching him, he wrapped 
rl~c Kon·:111 boy in .1 hlank<'t and rushed 

h11n lo . a waitin~ jc1•p <lower photo). 
MC'.,nwh.ilt'i an Atn<'ri1.·an interprekr, ex· 
lrcmc right, trit·d lo hlock camera by 
sl,111di11g rn front of phntocraphr.r. 
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Tiensuei to Shanghai 
WALTER ILLSLEY 

WHEN we came lh,.oug-h Ti ens u<'i in Hl48 the Kuomintang 
soldi c ,.s at the city gates wouldn't let our trnck insi<lr the 

city. No reason was given. It was just a n o rd c,. from the local 
commandc,., a product of the usual "bandit s upp1·ession ca m­
paign ." S ince bandits W"eJ"e not likely lo dri ve up in a truck 
the logic of this KMT man euver was hard to find except that, 
like most s uch efforts, it gave the appearance of doing something 
hut onl y s ucceeded in a nnoying eve,.yone. 

We had to paJ"k outs ide t he c ity wal l and unload our rargo of 
50-gallon drnms o.f gasoline a nd roll them one by one fo,. ha lf 
a mil e into the city to ou J" rl l' pot. Nobody checked to sec if lhe 
dJ"ums were till ed with gasoline. dynamite 01· sawdust. 

Thi s tinw, coming up the ~amc road to Ticnsuci , thf' guards 
were gone a~ wen~ the city gates. Th C' dou r~ to the city wa ll , 
fou r-inrh planking s tudded with hig- diamond-headed nuib and 
rirmorcd on l hc outside, which usc·d lo he ca refully s hu t and 
pad locked nightl.1•. a J"e gone also. 

Ticns uri is p rogr cssi ng toward t he day when it will hr nn e 
"f the principal railway centers of Chi na, at the junction of lhe 
Jtnrth-~outh lin e fro m Chungking- and the cast - wc~ l lin e from 
the coast to Lanchow. 

The full s ignificance of railroad co nstrndion is brou .L'.ht 
home when one considers the transport prnblcn" of usi ng trncks 
to cover the great distances in wes tern a nd no,.thwcste rn Ch ina. 
When three of ou,. s tandu,.d 2 16 -ton Dc:<lge trucks left the Yumcn 
oi lfi elds with full loads of gasoline for Chungking-, two truckload3 
would he consumed in getting lhe trucks theJ"c a nd back. This 
is a hi g- h fare to pay for the :J,000 miles of driving and the more 
than one month s pent on th e road. 

The bare cost of t ires, gas, oi l and repair under such con­
dition s came to more than 10 cents in US money pe r kilometer 
ton. Tl"ansport up the Yangtze River from S hang hai to Chung-
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king was about US$100 pe ,. I.o n; and tJ"ansportation of one ton 
of machine,.y to Lanchow cos t at least US$250, to the Yumen 
oilfi elds about US$350 and to Sinkiang- US$500. 

Thus it is not s urpri s ing that tec hni cal deve lopment of the 
region was slight, nor is it difficult to unders tand the present 
emphas•.s on ra tl wa.v construction. The 1·ail lin e from Shanghai to 
T1 rns ue1 was back 111 st· r vice a few months after li beration and 
now in thi s region alone about 850 kilomete,.s of new construc­
tion, well ove r half the di s tance frorn Chung king to Lanchow, 
has been com pleted. 

[N the old days travl'l J.y rail , pa1·ticularly in the inter ior, wa;; 
"omcthm.Q" of an ad\'l'nture. Bol h l11·awn and wit were 

" ''cried. Fi,.st camt• the grand rus h at the ticket window wilh 
everyone throwing fistfuls of inflated KMT monnv at the 
harassed ticket se ller and shouting- ou t hi s destinati~n . Then 
came t he endless hou1·s of wailing- and w'onde,.ing if the train 
was coming at a ll. 

. One neve ,. kn l'w ; a bridge might be out, a tunnel may have 
sl ipped, o r some KMT ofli cia l or general migh t have decided to hold 
up the train-as was lh c ease I pe rsonall y witnessed in Hunan 
wlw,.e a n ofli cer ins isted on boa rding- the fil"st-cla ss ca r, contrary 
to regulations, with hi s l>odyg-uard of two vicious dogs. Finally, 
when the train pulled in, there was the mad scra mble to spo t a 
car with some space, then s hove you 1· baggage through the 
window before the train complete ly stopped in orde,. to save a 
seat or a t least get s tanding room. If standin g room was all 

In this article Walter Illsley describes hi• journey from the present 
rail head at Tiensuei in Kansu province down across Central Ch ina to 
Shanghai. An account of the first leg of his trip from Sandan in 
Ch ina's Northwest h interland appeared in the AuL!Ust issue of the 
Review. An agricultural engineer and e9morn ist, Mr. Illsley is a 
young American who came to China at the end of che Pacific War 
with the United Nations Relief and Rehabilit ,tion Administration 
(LJNRRA). For th e past few years he has been con nected with th e 
Sandan School, a t"chnical training institute run by th e Chinese In­
dustrial Cooperatives.-Editor. 
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taken in s ide the car one took to the roof or the cowcatcher on 
the front of the locomotive. 

For those diehard "Old China Hands," who claim that Chi na 
can't change (at leas t not without Wes tel'J1 help) a tri p on 
today 's railways is recommended. Even in such a far-off place 
as Ticns uei orderliness, se r vice to the traveler and punctua lity 
are unbreakable rules. 

l was unnecessarily cautious and showed up at the station 
at G :30 in the morning, an hour before the ticket window oiwnlld . 
When the station master arrived he ust,'{J a megaphon e to explain 
the baggage regula t ions, told the peo1ile where to Jine up and 
weigh t11e1r Lagg·agc, wJ1cre and wJ1 en tu lJuy ti ckets, \\ /1cn 

the train woulo arnve at the d1tre rcn t s tops along the line and 
ad other necessary information. 

That the trains were fast, punctual and not cro·nled came 
as no surpri se, but the ex tent of the cleanliness was sumet!Hng 
else. As soon as we got under way conductors came th rough 
each car asking everyone 's COOJJ eration in nut littering the flou rs. 
Our car mus t have been "''ept out auout 10 times each day. 
Three or 1our tunes a aay the wmdow ledges were dusted and 
whenever we pubcd into a large s tation crews washed down the 
outside of all cars and polished the windows. I 've traveled on 
trains in Germany, Denmark, Sweden , as wed as in Canada and 
the US and never before saw such scrupulous cleanliness . 

From Tiensuei to Paochi the line follows the Wei River and 
along this run of less than 100 miles there al'e mol'e than 120 
tunnels. In many places the ri ve r has cut such a narrow 1·alley 
through the mountains that the re was no way to build a rail bed 
except by tu nneling. These tunnels, which were built some yea rs 
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ago, were not properly lined and continually caved in. Now they 
are being reinforced with concrete and thi s work is going on 
w'hile the line is in use. 

At Paochi the railway comes out on the great plain that 
stretcheo to the ocean and is one of China's majo,. wheat pro­
du cing areas. Changing to a laq.:er and fa ster train, I sat 
oppos ite a young man dressed in workers' blu e. He was a 
surveyo,. fol' the railroad, and was on hi s way to Hankow to get 
his wife and chi ld and bring them back lo Tiensuei where he had 
gone on a tempora1·y assignment three months befor .~. Finding 
the Northwes t to hi s liking he hlul obtain ed a permanent 
transfer , and like thousands of ot hers he was moving hi s family 
to areas of new development. 

We traveled together for the rest of the da y a nd lhroug·h 
the next morning. Along the wa y he proudly poin ted out the 
new brick hos tels whic h had been pu t up uy the railwa y union 
for the train Cl'ews. They were complete with baths , lounges, 
and reading rooms as well as bask<olball courts, he said. li e 
al so called my attention to the rail workers' new housing pru­
jeds as we passed through some of the town s. At one s tation 
a long- red banner st retched across the front of th e bui lding and 
drew much attention from the passengers . He explained that 
this railway s tation was the winner of a national competition for 
maintenance efficiency. 

It occurred to me that the popularity ·which the West 
bestows on its professional athletes is enjoyed by the heroes of 
industry and agriculture in new China. 

At Chengchow my friend changed trains and went south 
and hi s place was taken by a young army medical 
corps man on leave from Lanchow and a g irl of about 20 from 
Chengchow. The girl was del ighted when she found out that 
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the army r:ian was from near her home town, not far from the 
city _of Kaifeng. The medic was goi ng home for the fir st time 
in nine years, ha ving left at t he age of 16 du r ing t he Japanese 
m vas10n. H~ ha<! gone into the KMT arm y uut later went over 
to the Peoples Liberation Army "beca use the KMT neve r rea!J 
fought the Japa nese." The girl a sked him so many question~ 
about _hi s woi·k at the Lan chow hospi ta l t hat I began to think 
she might be a nurse or a publi c hea lth worker. 

. _When I as ked her she repli ed: "Oh no, I 've only a little 
Job in the r evo lution. " S he said she worked in a textile plant 
and in th~ e\·enings helped with li teracy classes for other 
workers. 1 he conversation tu rn ed to me and they asked whe r 
I was from. Wh_en I said I was an American the gi rl was a~ 
firs t _o penly sk~pt1cal and in s isted tha t I must ~Je from S in kiang 
"he1 e many of the peop le look li ke foreig ners. Howeve r I ex­
plained I was a technician and showed some snapshots ' f th 
s~ h ool I had uee n working in at Sandan a nd she told me th~t sh: 
\\ould soon he at tending a teehnica l sC' hoo J through anangemen ts 
made u~· her unwn. 

By th e l im e the ti·•in reac hed Kaifeng we were talking and 
laughing like old fri ends. Th ey got off at Ka ifeng and as I 
watched th em lea ving the s tation, l thought of the v::1't changes 

liberatio n has brought for 
Chin a's wo men. In the old 
da ys this gi rl would hm·e 
worked out her life in the 
factory, doubly ex ploited be­
cause of her sex . Today she 
has an opportun ity fo r ad­
vanced study and may even 
end up as manager of her 
factory. Socia ll y, too, her 
pos ition has changed. In the 
past she would have been 
cons idered "forward" to 
enter into conversa tion with 
two men to who•11 she had 
not been properly introduced. 

Lumber Yard 

Watlfi Chie11 

The overnig ht r ide from Kaifeng brought us to Hsiichow 
where I made my final train change, getting the one coming 
down from P eking on its way to S hangha i. The smoothness with 
which the passengers were ushered thro ugh to the various plat­
form s "'as something new lo me. There we re a number of 
ntknda nts on hand when ou r train pulled in . As we stepped 
off, the north and so uth bo und pa ssengers were asked to gather 
at oppos ite s ides of the platform . Si nce the north boun<l train 
was sched ul ed to arri ve in a few minu Les t hose passenge 1·s were 
ushered up the stairway a nd across t he ove rpa th first by th e 
guides. 

The loudspeaker on the platform announced that the 
Shanghai-bound train was due in J 5 minutes a nd ad vised passen­
gers lo put down their luggage and be comfo r table. Lunch 
wago ns rol led up with hot tea, ro ll s, hard boiled eggs a nd cand y . 

Seated on some luggage next to me "'ere se,·eral yo ung men 
eating eggs a nd roll s. One of them stuffed an egg- inside a roll 
and jok ing ly held it out to me. saying in Engli;;h: " Egg 
sandw ich, Mi ste r?'• 1 mu st have reg istered surpri se beca use the 
whole g roup had a good la ug h. My would-be hos t turned out 
to be a n ex-waiter in a fore ig n restaurant in Shanghai. He was 
now a n apprentice steam fitte r. Th e g roup of them had ju st 
fini shed ins talling a s team turb ine fo r the S ian Munic ipal Power 
Company and were on t hei r wa y back to th eir home plant in 
Shanghai. We were soon talking shop and traveled the rest of 
the way to Sha ng hai together. 

South of Hstichow one passes from the wheat fi elds of 
the north to the r ice paddies of So uth Chin a. Water buffalo are 
used ins tead of horses, donkeys a nd oxen, while canals and 
sampans take the place of the roads a nd carts of the north. 
Even in the ancient methods of rice cult ivation changes are 
underway. Thi s cou ld be seen as our train speeded by the long 
rows of people ankle-dee p in the fl ooded fields planting rice 
shc:ots. Formerlv i t was each ma n fo r himself, now it is the 
whole n e i ghborho~d in mutual-aid tea ms m0v ing across fi eld after 
fi eld working in harmo ny. 

One of the small stops before cross ing t he Yangtze Ri ver is 
famo us fer its roast chicken, and farmers' wi ves s tood alongside 
the s tation platform with baskets of crisp, brown chicken which 
passengers boug ht with r eli sh. Our g roup was no exception and 
before th e morning was over we had each eaten a whole chicken, 

October 1952 
341 

I 

11 
11 

/I i 

I 



s upplemented by buns and washed down by hot tea wh ich were 
always available from the waite,.s who passed thl'<>Ug h the cars. 

Towards evening w·e pulled into Pukow and once again 
t here •were attend a nts to ushe,. us th l'ough to th e spick-and-span 
ferr y for the 15-minute trip across the Yangtze to Nanking, 
Coming from the othe,. s ide we saw the railway ferry wh ich 
takes express trains directly ac,.oss without unloading. One of 
my stea mfi tter friend s l'elllal'ked on the great damage <lone to 
t he fe l'!'ies and docks by the KMT jus t before they fl ed in 1949. 
Now it has been a ll l'epaired, but only with gl'eat effort. 

At the Nank ing station we had a meal and t hen went into 
the spacious modern waiting room a nd were promptly s hown to 
one of the waiting Jines fo l' our tl'ain. The public-address 
sys tem wa s playing a Pl'Og l'am of mus ic of the S inkiang national 
minoriti es . This was followed by a review of the t ra vel r egula­
tions with th e l'easons why they were necessary for the common 
good . Included were the l'ul es about can·ying live fow l, com­
bustib les and pel'ishabJe goods . All t hi s was repeated but in 
comedy ve rse accompanied by the popular 1·hythmic P eking kuai 
ban, complete with cas tanets, to the g reat amusement of the 
waiting passengers. 

As 11·e boa rd ed t he trai n fo r Shang ha i I stood fo,. a moment 
watching the trnin Cl'ew checking th e undel'ca l'l'iage and 
coup ling gea,.. The cars had r o!Je ,. bearing journals, so there 
we,.e no juurn:::I boxes to pack, the,.efo,.e I wondered what was 
going on. But they wel'e g oing ove r the Spl'ings and main bolts 
of each tl'uck, tapp ing each one with a hamme,. to detect loose­
ness OI' broken pal'ts. The men crawled under each car with 
fla shlig hts and checked the bl'ake linkages and fi na lly each 
indi vidual joint in t he air hose couplings. 

Such pl'ecaution 11'as something- I had never witnessed 
before. H owever , from that littl e scene one gets an idea of the 
methodical, pains taking care tha t goes into ac hiev ing the almost 
dail y r ecords a nnounce<l in the news papers of hundreds of 
thousand of kilometers traveled acc ident-free by model crews. 

Eal'!y nex t morning we arrived in Shanghai. Over my 
breakfast of bacon and eggs I r ead in a fore ig n paper mail ed in 
from H ong kong all about life in Chin a, about how the economy 
was in chaos, about how Amer icans in China were ei ther in jail 
or under house arrest and fearful fa,. their li ves and about t he 
dire food s hortage in Shanghai. 
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/The Horror Weapon 

THE people o f the Far East well remember that the first atom bomb 
wa r. d ropped hy the US o n a n A sia n people. They a lso know 

tluc for more than two yea rs the US airforce has been bent ~n exler-

. 1 I K One of the inhum ::m minaling another Asian peop e, t 1e orea ns. . . 

1 wea pons used is nJpalm bombing; and the resulls are described ' ~ t .~• 
fo llowing eye-witn ess accounts by A lan Winning ton, ~ndon 

31 
Y 

\X'orker correspondent, and Wilfred Burchett, Pan s Ce Soiir 
corresp ondent. Winnington writes: 

I lIA VE ,·isited man y peop le 
who ha,·e been burned \\' 1th 

this monst l'ous concoction -
both new cases a nd old ones. 
The fact s that I am go ing to 
give al'e horrifying but they 
must be told. People \\'ho may 
be shocked must tl'y to imagine 
what it is like to see these 
sights a nd then to imagine 
th eir own loved ones or them­
selves as victims. 

Napalm is j e llified gasoline 
which splas hes ove r a wide 
al'ea , st icks to \\'hatever it 
touches and goes on burning. 
\\"hen it s ticks to th e skin, it 
litera l! v cooks the fl esh and 
thsues below. Many people 
di e horr ibly from t he bnrns 
and shock, and still more sur­
\'ive a s wa lking monstrosities 
sickened by their own images. 

Napalm goes on \\'Orkir.g 
long afte r its fir st effects are 
healed-for how long is a s 
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vet not known. The area of 
the burns becomes a mass of 
,·a ri-colored sca1· ti ssue wh ich 
t he victims cons tantly watc h 
in tenor for signs of ne w 
b1·eaks. W hen scars break 
aga in , they al'e usually infect­
ed and ye llo\\' pus again starts 
to pour from them. Slowly 
they heal again in most cases, 
though in many they become 
chronic open wounds. When 
they rehea l they draw up fl esh 
'0 that scar area constantly 
contracts. The effec t of thi s 
ie. to twi st and warp the bod y, 
crippling the victim. T he 
hands beco me drawn back­
ward lik e the claws of birds, 
1 he eyel ids are pull ed up and 
duwn leaving bulbous eyeballs 
s tari1;g, appal'ently t er l'ified, 
from the wide r ed fram es of 
t he out-turn ed eyeball it self. 

Many vic tims who can sti ll see 
have little spots on the eyeball. 
That is the shadow of inevit-
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eble blindness. They know 
nothing can be done. The 
days when they can still see 
the world are irreYocably 
numbered. 

The tragedy of the victims, 
es pecially women, when they 
ffrsl see their mutilations 
12 fter henling cannot be de­
' cribed. Naralm scars never 
become rainless. They always 
itch and burn, making sleer 
impossi ble for more than a 
s hort time. People burned on 
the face normally have to try 
to s leep with their eyes open 
since the eye lids will not close. 
In summer time the irritation 

of the scars drives the victims 
frantic for relief that cannot 
cc me. Burned little children 
become petulant, sleepless, im­
poss ible to soothe. 

Austral ian airmen are re­
rorted to have adapted ro ckets 
lo ca!'l'y napalm. Rockets arc 
often used for s urprise attacks 
on villages using fast planes 
whose speed denies the villages 
~ny warning of approach . -
Napalm bombing is a m1Jn­
s trous, soul-des troying device 
that puts its use r beyond the 
pa le of human society. 

AT any waterh ole 
where children 

play, writes Wflfrcd 
l3u1·chett, you can fiPd 
boys and g irl s with 
great scars and still 
unhealed wounds, with 
muscles ruined and 

Mrs. Kim Yang 
Sun was napalmed 
on May 29, 1951. 
Face, hands, feet 
and back were all 
burned. On her 
back jg a.n enonn­
ous purple scar one 
foot wide by nine 
inches long raised 
almost a quarter 
inch from the sur­
rounding Resh. 

(Photo hy Alan 

Winning/on) 

thi cl: s tiffened welts r. i: t he 
backs of their hands and '.oJ1" 
of thei r feet, partl y criprlcd. 

Napa lm sticks and burns the 
flc r.h below. Attempts to wipe it 
vff s imply trans fer it lo a new 
place with no effect on the olJ. 
Jt ,- primary use by the Amt•r­
irn ns has bee n again st the 
cl\·i l population, for troo ps arc 
normally protected by sk ilful­
l.'' dug position '. 

One young boy who was 
J• apa lme d in Ka cso ng o n No v­
lmher 21, 1950, is now 10 
)'cars old . Kim Choi Yun 
looks like a hid eous \\'Orn-out 
c.ld man - quite bald wit h 
a white scalp pi1tcd and 
b!otched with red and 
bl ue marks. His face 
is knotted and crink ­
led with di>colored 
sca r tissue and the 
fl esh around hi s red­
r irnmed eyes has been 
so di storted that he 
has not shut hi s eyt s 
si nce he was burned. 

II is h a n d s o m e 
widowed mother 

Kim Choi-yun, JO 
year - o ld Korean 
boy interviewed b)' 
Wilfred Burchett. 
He has not been 
able to cfose hi!' 
eyes for almost two 
years. 

(Photo hy Alan 

Win11i11gto11) 

rn c he ran sleep fitfully 
in a da rkened room. hut 
alway5 with hi s eyes oren. 
Afte r he was burned it was 
fou r months before he could 
get up . He lay for two months 
bPtwccn eo n ~ciou sness and 
dc·ath. with yellow rus pour­
ing- from hi s face and scalp . 

"O nl y hi s yout h saved, him ," 
she said. " He \\'a s sueh a 
f!"Ood- looking boy. Now look . 
\\' ho would think he must al­
" a.1·s be Ii kc th is? " 

I s hall never forget the 
mother of little Kim Choi Yun, 
v;eeping as s he held him to 
her. "Who will ever marry 
lo i m ?" she nsked. 



Our Korean Sisters 

THE sto ry of the women of 
Korea is no less heroic 

than that of thir menfolk at 
the front. Their famili es 
broken up, their houses de­
stroyed, nearly every woman 
has some kinsman in the arm­
ed forces. Some of these 
women are widowed, some 
have lost eve n their children. 
With much of their country 
la id waste by the Americans, 
these women have learned to 
adapt themselves to new cir­
cumstances and to carry on 
the fight against the in vaders. 

Scenes of des truction are 
eve 1·ywhe 1·e, whethe1· th~y look 
through a door or a window, 
or step into the street . These 
are the marks of war, the 
sra rs left by the inhuman 
bombings of civi lian towns 
and cities by the US Airforce_ 
Intended to intimidate the 
fa int-hearted, the wanton 
bomb ings have only served to 

K. ]. WEI is a member of the 
Chinese People's Volunteers who 
has spent the past year in Korea, 
serving in severa l different parts 
of the country.-Editor. 
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eteel the determination of 
Korea's women, who are n:.ak. 
ing eve r greater contribu tions 
to their country's wa1· of re­
sista nce. 

Ail year around the women 
oi th e medical profess ion are 
active. Young nurses, medical 
kits s trapped to their shoul­
ders, go deep into t he country­
s id e to carry out inoculat io n 
campa ig ns. A long the mai n 
thoroughfares they ha ve set 
up "shot station s" where 
eYeryo ne can get an inocu la­
t.on. N urses are daily on 
duty in the market places, 
checking and rechecking heal th 
certificates of food dealers. 

In the education fi eld, wo­
men lake the lead. Th eir 
nrdor and pe l'severance are 
cc nsta nt ~o urces of amazement 
lo the newcomer. Village 
teachers lend a hand in field 
\'!ork in ear ly spring and mid­
autumn, when there is a great 
need for fa rm labor. I saw 
cne woman teache r from a vil­
lage school work on a large 
s tretch of land for three days 
from sunri se to sumet. I have 
seen a whole team of them aL 
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work during spring plo1Jghing. 
ankle-deep in mud , planting 
the crops. 

In the th1·ee sc hools in th; s 
area, on ly the headmaste r is 
a man, and he is no longe r 
young. E ve ry da y the teach­
ers ga ther their students toge­
t~ e1· from their homes, esco rt 
them to chool and send them 
back home at the e ncl of the 
dar. In no way arc th ey in­
feri or to the male instructors 
wh o predominated before the 
war. These women teachers 
fr. el t ha t they are bound to 
shoulde r the 1·esponsibilities 
left them by lhe men gone off 
to war. 

However, th e greatest eon­
ti-;IJUtion being made bv the 
wc·men is in production .. North 
Korea is a mountainous area. 
and the pe0ple must make the 

most of their hilly region. Cul­
tivat ion in man y places is on 
s lopes which are sometimes as 
steep as 4 5 degrees. Every 
la;t parcel of arable land must 
be utilized. Farms stretch 
from the lowlands up into the 
hill s. The soil is loose and 
stony in summer, and hard as 
rock in winter. The climate is 
eit her sco rching hot or freez­
ir;g- co ld; spring and autumn 
a rc , ·ery brief. Formerly, the 
men bore the brunt of the 
arduous labor needed to rai se 
the crops, but now cu lti,·ation 
of the fi eld s has become wo­
man's work. 

In the hilly regio n nea r my 
quarters three famil ies come 
to culth·ate a fi eld e,·e ry da y 
which, in my country, no one 
would rare to c lai m as hi s O\': n. 

One famil;- is marle up of a 

Korean women form thf' vast majori ty of the Jabor 
in today. 



mother over 50 and in poor 
health. and two daughters 
around 20. The old woman's 
son is a driver at the front, 
her son-in-law was killer! in 
~.ction . Another family con­
~ ists of a mother over 40 whns(' 
husband is at the front. She 
ha~ an infant and two older 
children to look after. The 
third family has six members, 
three generations in al! with 
the old folks in their seven­
ties. The so n and grandson 
are in the army. And this is 
how it is for thousands of 
Korea n families today. 

Activities for Korean women 
are not limited. Many are 
hdping to transpo1·t vitally 

needed foodstuffs to ma1·ket. 
On every market day throngs 

of women st ream along in buJ. 
lock carts or with gi·eat bundles 
of goods perched a top their 
heads. One can see here and 
there an old man with a sack 
of b0an s or rice slung over the 
hack of nn ox, and sornctinws 
children with baskets of pep. 
pe 1·s or turnips in their arms. 
Rut the Cl'O\\'d is overwhelm­
ingly female. The women. in­
fants on their backs, arc on 
their wa,- to market, to sell 
and to buy. 

A mother of three children 
who has taken refuge in 
the sma ll town where we 
n 1·c !neaten formerl y lived 

Korean wi.vcs and mothers searching for their men · 
folk among rhe dead. In areas from which South 
Korean and American troops have been forced to rc­
trear, huge burial grounds of murdered Korean civi lians 
have been found. 

Pupils in an orphan. 
age established for 
children of Korean 
revolutionaries killed 
in the war. 

in Sinuiju, just op­
posite the Northeast 
Ch ina city of An­
tung across the Yalu 
Ri,·er. Her home was 
destroyed in an air 
raid earl.v in the 

""'" Gathering all the posses . 
si0 ns she could salvage from 

' the ruin s, she brough t her 
children here. Again the 
enemy struck and her ne\\ 
hou :;e was destroyed one year 
ago, and s he herself barely 
£'scaped with her life. Last 
11 inter, I saw this slau11ch wu-
111an and her children crowded 
into a small room assigned he r 
by th e government. This 
spring, with the help of 
friends, she began to build a 
""' .. house. 

Even in thi s quiet town far 
to the north I have seen many 
young gir ls, widowed or or­
)'haned, left to fend for them­
'E lves. They work hard. They 
fought against a threatened 
food shortage eal'!y this year, 
and they won. Their feet are 
those of dancers and they 
dance n10st gracefully-but it 
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is in the fields tha t they will ­
ingly plaTJt their feet now. 

These women are hernic and 
they dese rve our thanks ! They 
are no Jess brave than their 
1111•n. For with many a man, 
death has put the final stamp 
on his glorious sac rifice. But 
with the• woma n, the one left 
behind by the ciead hero, she 
111ust take up the burden of life, 
made all th e more difficult with 
the depa rlure of her man. She 
mus t continue the s trnggle and 
1·aise her children in the face 
of a heartless enemy whose 
bombs and bullets make no 
dis tinction betwee n man, wo­
man and child. 

Su~h is the strength of the 
Korean women, sis ters in arms 
to the Chinese people. We 
Chinese, who have suffered the 
same oppression, cherish them 
deeply. 
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REv 1v AL OF AN OLD ART 
pAPF.R c ut-outs huve been u"ed fur i·cnt uri es to dcC"Ol'lll<' doors 

and windows in C hinegc ho111es. Today, in ll <'w C hin a, this 
folk nrt is becoming increasing-ly popular. 

Formerly, each urea had il s typirnl pattt•rn s. 
tung and South Chinn the favo1 ·ile cul-outs w e re of land sC"apes, . 
drngons, boats nnd bridges. The Northwest peasant won""' de­
corated their windows with cul-outs of ani 111als, horse r id,.,·, and 
myth olog ical ligu res. 

H owever, since liberation 111any arti sts have s hown g reat 
interest in the development of this al"I.. More nnd more C"Ut-uuts 
arc dealing with npw subjects, Y<' t al the sa me time they rda in 
the qualities which have made th em s uch fa vorites <•f the 
peirnanls. 

Tht•y ha ve l1t•come t·xtn·nH·l .Y popul a r amnni; middle s•·hooT 
Htudcnts w hcr<' you ng- tcrn -nucrs arc turning- out new d l'~ i g-11 ~ in­
stead of lhc o ld type of del irnte flow e rs and birds. The making 
of paper l'Ul-outs l1y the youn~gtcrs is being rncouraf.{cd fur it 
is a m cun s of CX f1l"essing- t heir own creat ive talent nnd al the 
same timt" perpetuating- an old folk art. 

In puper c ul-out work in the middle sc hools tht• student< 
usually first study nnd eriti<'izl' old oncR before going on lo their 
own ncutions. Mos t popular llll'nws nre: the wn1· in J\ ,o1·ca, 

I ncluttrialization 
.rapidly coming to 
new China. 

·------------, 
I 
I 

''Hs111.:l1 Hsi"- I 
Study. 

I 
bu ild ing- up of new C hina, worl: crs in fucto1 ·ies nnd pcusunts 
in tl11• field, m odel workc!'s and PN.tsants, and numerous othcn~ 
whi•·lt depi!'l life in lilil'rnlt•d China . 

'f'lwn• nn· two sta ndard llll1 lhod s of making" pupcr cut-o uts. 
One, fu miliar to children in the Wt•s l, is to fold n paper into n 
small square and th e n l'ttt w ith Hcisso r s. The <>Lher, nn<l more 
popular in China today, is to <'Ut th e dcs ig-n s wi t h a small 
knif, . whi ch is s harpcnt•d on both l'lli.:<'s . Cul-out artists do 
HCVl"ral ut once tucking n number of sheets o f thin brig-ht co lored 
pap< T over n for111 filled w ith hard clay. 

The cut-outs on th is and the fa<'ing- pug-c were made by 
• tud< ·11ts of th e ScC"ond Municipal (;iris' Middle School in 
Nu11ki11g-. 

Soldier and 
pcaNanr. 

I 
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CHINA NOTES 

Vast Irrigation Project 
JUST north of Shang hai, China's enginee rs and peasants aro 

coopetating lo transform the northern part of Kiangs u pro­
vince. In an area the s ize of Holl and, they arc rearranging the 
entire natural waler su pply in a way which eliminates an '"·er 
s upply in some places and a shortage in others. 

Alkaline soi l is being- washed lo d ear G0.0,000 lwttarcs of 
land which will provide room for lens of thousands of "fa milies 
to settl e and grow cotton for Shang hai 's expanding textile in­
dust ry. A 500-k ilometer forest sheller be lt is being built to giyc 
these new cotton field s protection agains t Pacific Occa11 typhoo11s. 

This presen t vast irrigation proj ec t is an oulg-rowth of the 
Huai Rive r flood control project. In s ize, as a s ingle connetltd 
inigation sys tem, it is one of the big-gest eve r undertaken a 11 y. 
where in the wor ld. By the end of June, peasants and engine<·;·s 
had excavated a canal from the Huai River to th" sea JIU 
kilomete rs long and from 60 to 140 metc1·s wid". Cutting 
through sand and rock, with a minimum of hig-h-puwcrcd ma­
~h1n~ry, t11cy have.: dug a l' hanncl in seven months near ly eq ual 
111 size. to t he entire Suez Ca nal wh ich took 10 years. Jn this 
s hort time, 72,000.000 cubic meters of ea rth were moved. 

The eanal is the key to the entire project. By JD!i5, wh t n 
all th e big 1ntc 1_·-conn cr ting and small e r cri ss -l'ross in ~ irr ig-aliun 
channel.s are built throughou t the region, a vo lume of earthwork 
three times that of th e Suez Ca nal will have been handled. 

Whereas prev iously only 150,000 hecta res of land ~.a d enoug-h 
water-and so met1111 cs an over s upply- by the completion of the 
project, 1,720,000 hectares of rice and cotton field s w ill he 
assured a regular waler supply . It is estimated tha t the ri ce 
output will be doubled , increasing by more than I,000 ,000 t1.i1s 
annually. A crnp of 110,000 tons of raw cotton will l•e gathere<l 
from th e new fi elds. 

. The number of secondary works springing up from so vast a 
proJect arc ma ny. Nearly 1,000 culverts are being built to l«ad 
the water from main to lesse r l" hanncls. Locks are being 
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installed to help t ransportation which will al so benefit from the 
new network. Water gates are being erected near the coast at 
the mouths of small rivers to preven t intrusion of sea water. 

Whole new villages and cotton farms are being set up to 
accommodate the ncwcome'.1< already flowing into this formerly 
dcsc rtc.I coastal rc r: i0n. Fl ans ca ll fv r making use of the 
abundant waler supply for fu lun· hydro-e lect ri c power s tations 
to elec trify farms and vi ll ages. 

The first s tage of the project was unde rtaken by 1,300,000 
peasants , who wc1·e paid at pre,·a iling rates, and hrrvc returned 
to the ir villages after the ir sc,·tn-month st int on the project. 
They have ah"cady han"C•, lcd their " "nmer crops, and from next 
)"Pa r, they wi ll sec the res ults of their labo r in the fo!·m of ex tra 
r il"e and cut lon yields. Th is \\'in te r a new army of peasants wi ll 
c·a• ry the work <ln c :d_, p furt nc1 . 

New China's Foreign Trade 
A GREEMENTS with P oland, Czec hos lovakia, Bulgaria, 

Hungary and Rumania rcn ect the gTOwing trade of 
new China. In addition, China has a lso s ig ned trade 
agreements with Britis h, French and West German 
l•u sinf.ssmen who attended the International E conomic 
Conferc l! c·e in Moscow in April. 

An example of the trade with Easte rn Europe was 
the Jul y 11 agreement between China and P oland which 
was s ig ned in Warsaw. China will export metallic ores, 
cotton, g raphite, raw materials for textiles, leather, 
cereals, tobacco, tea, pea nu ts and other commodities. 
Poland will export metal products, metal s , va1·ious kinds 
of machinery, chemicals, paper and other commodities. 

The agreement with the West German group 
Os tag Limited of Bonn provides for a t1·ade exchange 
valu ed at US$37,500,000. Exports from China will 
include ore's a nd non-ferrous metal s, soya bean ,, oil seeds, 
corn, eggs and egg products , skins , hides and furs, 
bris tles, cotton clippings and essent ial oi ls. West Ger­
many will export chemicals , synthetics and paper, tool­
making and other machines, instrum ents, textiles and 
pharmaceutical products. 
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Rapid Growth of Cooperatives 
JN Jess than three years membership in cooperatives in China 

has gone up from around 15,000,000 to 106,000,000. Present 
membership r epresents an increase of 21 percent over the end of 
las t year when ther e were 39,000 cooperative societi es through­
out the country. 

The rapid growth of cooperati ves has been tremendous in 
the newly-liberated area s where land reform was completed re­
cently. In Central-South China , for instance, <luring 1950 and 
1951 membe rship soared almost 300 times. There are now more 
than 30,000,000 m ember s in thi s area , and millions more are 
expected to join by the end of the year. 

China's Budget Balanced 
NOT only was China's 1951 budget balanced but ther e 

also was a budgetary surplus, according to a state­
ment by Ministe r of Finance P o I -po on August 6. 
Annou nci ng that the nation 's revenue for 1951 exceeded 
its expenditure, the finan ce mini ster s ubmitted to the 
Central P eop le's Government Co uncil the 1952 budget, 
which estimates an increase in revenue of 41.66 percent 
and a ppropriations 55.52 percent greater than in 1951. 

Address ing the council, Po I-po pointed out that the 
na tion had fulfilled ahead of schedul e the three conditions 
set by Chairman Mao T se-tung for a finan cial and econo­
mic turn for the better. The conditions were: Comple­
tion of land reform, proper readjustment of existing 
industry and commerce, and large-scale economy and 
reduction in expend iture by government organizations. 

The finance mini ster pointed out that China's 1951 
budget was made at a time when the Chinese mainland 
was being threatened by US military forces in Korea and 
on Taiwan. Despite this and the fact that the unification 
of China's financial and economic work had been under 
way less than a year, the nation's economy and finances 
developed at an unprecedented rate , enabling production 
to be restored, the budget to be 'balanced and prices to be 
stabilized. 
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The huge expansion of the cooperative movement has brought 
wilh it better cooperative se rvices . Bes ides bring ing th~ peasants 
much needed s uppli es of fe rtilizer and farm tools, the coopera­
tives have made for prosperity th ro ug h cons tantly widening the 
ma rket outlets for grain, industrial crops and handicrafts. This 
year nil state cotton purchases will be handled through coopera­
tives. 

By purchas ing raw material s a nd grain for th 3 state, co­
op<'rati ves have become a vital arm of the state-own zd economy, 
and now reach everywhere, even in the more remote border 
reg-ions . In indu strial crop reg ions the peasants have come to 
depend largely on the cooperative' for th eir market ing. Coopera­
l'l \·cs have introd uced something new fo r China : standardization , 
th e elimination of spec ulat ion , and t he assurance of good markets 
and fa vorable prices. 

By April of thi s yea1· the re were nea rly 10 ,000,000 consumer 
coo peralive member s. More than 70 per cent of the working 
people in China's majo r cities ha ve joined . With prices 
a \·crag ing at least fi ve percent lowe r than preva iling market 
prices, t hese cooperatives have created a real ri se in the workers' 
purch as ing power. 

Th ere are 1,076 producer cooperat ives in China which serve 
to link up independ ent handi crafts. Th ey have been formed 
chie fl y in textiles, paper-making, bricks and tiles and farm tools. 

The cooperati ,.e movement has r ece ived s upport from the 
r«·ntral gove rnment in the form of bank loan s and lowered or 
wa ived taxes . Railwavs and s tate trading companies have given 
cooperatives high pri~rity in fr eight sh ipments and rnpply of 
i::oods. 

Workers' Welfare in Northeast 
BLOCKS of worker s ' apartments, sanatoria, bath-houses, barber 

shops, cr eches and modern laundr ies are grnwing up around 
Dairen's steel mills, oil refineri es and chem ical plants.. These 
Pew establi shments in this port city r eflect the la rg~-scale im­
l'rovemen ts in workers' welfare in the industrial heart of new 
China , the Northeas t. 

Everv government mine and mill has worked out its own 
program for worker s ' welfare. For example, one of the nation's 
la rgest coal field s at Fu shun plans to build hou ses for 1,400 
miners' families and 3,500 single miners, five canteens. 16 bath­
houses, 19 rest centers, s ix creches and two kinderg!utens . 
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Sanita t ion and safety measures are constan t ly improved. 
More air cond itioning units wer e ins t a ll ed in facto .. ies dur ing 
the summer. At the same time, rank-and-file workers are en­
couraged to s ubmit their urgent needs and sugges tions, on !he 
bas is of w'hi ch a nnual wel fa re pl a ns and labor protection are d ra wn up. 

• 
M~RE and cheaper elec tricity is now avail a ble to the pu bl ic 

in the No rth east because of maximum util iza t ion of exi sting­
power installa t ions. In an effot t to s peed the indu ~triali za tion 
of t hi s a rea , ~,·erh a ul has been cut fro m one-quarte r to one-t hir!I 
a nd thou,a nds of add it ional kil owa tts of elect ri citv will he 
n\'ailab le th is win te r when the po\\·er de mand hits its. peak. 

Factor y work schedules arc so a rra nged as to ma ke a ddi t iona l 
kilowatts r, f e lec tri city a va il able in t he wi nte r . Sev~n out of JO 
power stations a re us ing low g rade coa l for fue l. Fu el accounts 
fo r nearl y ha lf of produc tion costs. North ea st workers, through 
produ ct ion emulation ca mpa ign s , ha ve pledged to c r~a te ex tra 
wea lth in 1952 s uffi cient t o build se \'cn 100.000-kilowatt power stations. 

More Children in School 
pRrM ARY educa t ion in new China has ma de ra pid progrc;os 

in the three yea rs s ine!! li be ration. Unde r the Ku omintang, 
less th a n 40 percent of the nation 's ch ildren could attend prim ar,· 
school. Toda y. h undreds of thousands are a ttend ing schools. Ac­
cording to 1952's over a ll educat ion plan. 80 percent of the school ­
ag-e children wi ll be in primar,- school in the nex t fi ve years, a nd 
within 10 years all child r en Will be goi ng to pr ima 1·y school. 

F igures show the r a pid build -up in the nation 's prim ary 
schools a nd s tud Pnt body. In 1946, the pea k yea r fo r schoo l 
enrolm en t unde r the Kuominta ng, th ere were 26;000,000 children 
in primary schoo ls t hroug hout the country. In June 1951, t \l·o 
years aft er li beration, ther e wer e 29,336,000 prima r y school 
pupils. By the end of 1951 the fi g ure had ri sen to 37,ooo.ooo 
pupils, and h mi d-1 952 there wer e 43,000,000 primary school 
s tuden ts . In th e ea rli er liberated area s, such a s the Northeast 
and N orth China, from 65 to 75 percent of the schoo l-ag e children 
were a-ttending school by the middle df this year. 
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No t onl y are th e number of primary schools and s tudents 
increa sing but there has been another outstanding development. 
For the fir s t tim e children of workers and peasants are able to 
go to school. For instance, in Northea st and North China more 
than 80 percent of the primary schoo l students are from families 
of worke rs and peasa nts . In many cities , schools have opened 
spec ia l classes for children of work ers. The children of work_ 
ers a nd pea sant s, who make up the vas t majority of the popula­
tion. toda y enjoy prio ri ty in eJuca ti on. 

One of the fea tu res of new China 's ed uca ti on is the fact 
that it is a\·a il nb le to a ll. F or example, t he children of the one· 
t ime looked-d own-upon na t iona l min or iti es are now go ing to 
sch ool in the ir a reas. Al toge ther t he re are 9,100 schoo ls for 
minor it ies plus anoth er 4,8GO fo r bo th m inorities a nd Han chil­
d ren. These schoo ls a re heing a ttended hy more than 943,000 
students. In the A utonomous Region of Tnner Mongolia , there 
an• no"· more than 3.700 primary sc hoo ls wi t h an enrolment of 
:rn7,000, which is t hree t imes the hi ghest pr e,· ious fi g ure. 

As a r es ult of th e sharp increase in primary schools the 
nation is fa ced with a cr ying need for more tea cher s. The re­
cent Na tional T eacher s' Training Confer ence, s ponsored by the 
Ministry of Educat ion , issued a ca ll fo r th e training of 1,000,000 
teacher s in the nex t fi ve years . 

In addition to the incr ea sed number of teacher s ' colleges 
and normal schools. man y s pec ial training classes for future 
elementary tea chers ha ve been es ta bli s hed in the large cities and 
throug hout the different p rov inces. 

FREE MEDICAL TREATMENT 

BEGINNING in July fr ee medic.al treatment for all go~-
ernment workers has gone into effect. Under this 

free medical care sys tem, all medical ex penses are borne 
by the government. This syst em had been carried out in 
some of the areas and departmen ts of the old liberated 
a reas, fac to ri es and mines , and areas inhabited by national 
minorities . With the gr a dual improvement in economic 
condi tions , broad application of this J1Ulicy to all govern­
ment Worker s has b'ecome possible: 
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SINCE the founding of the 
People's Republic of China 

on October 1, 1949, the post­
office has issued many series 
of commemorative and special 
stamps. In addition to the col­
orful series of 1949 and 1950 
(see the R eview, January 
1951), more interesting stamps 
have appeared during 1951 
and thi s year. 

Six main series were issued 
in 1951. The fir st , of three 
stamps, commemorated the 
30th anniversary of the Chin­
ese Communist Party. A series 
of th ree tr-iangular stamps for 
the defense of world peace 
was the second to be issued on 
this theme. The National 
Emblem Series consisted of 
five stamps. Two stamps were 
issued to mark the 15th an­
niversary of the death of 
China's famous writer, Lu 
Hsun. A series of two stamps 
commemorated the lOOth an­
niversary of the Taiping Re­
volution, and last, a special 
issue of four stamps concern­
ed land reform, 

Much care is taken with the 
choice and execution of the 
designs for these stamps. The 
design must clearly and fully 
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express the hi storical event 
'1:-encerned and must be educa­
tional. For ea ch se ries, de­
signers spend considerable lime 
in r esea rch , and the completed 
des ign is based upon documents 
or concrete objects. The theme 
once dec ided upon, each ,t ,. p, 
from pre liminary drawings to 
the fin ished plates, is fully 
di scussed by all concerned. 

Most of the stamps issued 
in new China com memorate 
hi s torical e,·ents, while others 
are spec ial issues. Each type 
bears th e apprvpriate Chin ese 
character. Stamps are not 
gummed, and are printed on 
unwatermarked paper, wh ich 
is now of be t te r quality. The 
recent tendency has been to 
use varied design s in each 
series. 

Recent issu2s include one 
ma1·king the peaceful li bera­
tion of Tibet. It consi sts of 
four stamps, the firs t two 
bearing a n engraving of the 
famous palace, the Potala , and 
the words , "Peaceful libera tion 
of Tibet" in Chi nese and Tibe­
tan. Th e other two, with the 
same characters, represen t a 
Tibetan farmer ploughing with 
two yaks against a background 
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of high mountains. 
Ti bet's liberation, commemo­

rated by this serie3 of stamps, 
was peacefully achieved as a 
result of discuss ions in April­
May 1951 1n P eking between 
representatives of the Central 
People's Government and the 
Dalai Lama and Panchen 
Ngocrtehni. Tibet was the last 
part of China's mainland to 
be liberated. 

A special s tamp issue was 
devoted to the se ri es of physi­
cal exe rci ses currently being 
broadcas t, in which schools 
and government and other 
organizations take part. The 
series consis ts of 40 stamps in 
10 sec tions, each s tamp of a 
denomination of Y 400. The 
series was issued to help popu­
lar ize the movement for better 
health. Last spring, the gov­
en 1ment called upon all office 
and shop workers to take up 
morning exerci ses, and th e 
Peki ng P eople's Daily publish­
ed a chart of the various 
movements of the drill, which 
were later ·broadcast, accom­
pan ied by music. 

The Potala at Lhasa. 
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Tibetan farmer plowing with 
yaks. 

A bea utiful set of four 
s tamps, usi ng the famou s Tun­
huang Cave des igns, was 
issued as th e fi1· s t of a pro­
j ected ser ies on the theme o.f 
the "G 1·cat Motherland of 
China." Each s tamp has the 
same denomination, ¥800. The 
first, in olive green, depicts a 
hunter taking aim with his 
bow a t an animal resembling 
a bull; the second, in brown, 
shows two women bearing 
focd, each accompanied by two 
attendants; the third, in blue­
green, is of two figures flying 
to heaven against a background 
of stars; and t he last, in 
purple, pictures a rampant 
dragon. 

Tunhuang, a small town in 
Kansu province on the edge 
of the Gobi Desert, was once 
an important communications 
center, linking China with 
India, Pers ia, Greece and 
Rome. Its nearly 500 caves 
cc>ntain great cultural treas­
ures in B'uddhist murals and 
frescoes which were commis-
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Tunhuang mural of a hunter. 

s ion ed by devoted tra ,·e!er s 
who thus hoped to ensure the 
s uccess of t heir ventures. 
While mainly on r el igious 
themes , I he paintings s how 
the eve ryda y pursuits of t he 
people up to the 10th century 
A.O. Four of the bes t and most 
representat ive des ig ns were 
chosen for thi s se ries of 
stamps. 

A com mernorati ve issue, 
brought out on Jul y 7, marked 
the J 5th anniversa r)' of th e 
begin ning of th e ant i-J apanese 
wa r, whe n Japan ese troops 
attacked at Marco Polo Bridge 
( Lukouchiao ). The se ri es also 
cons ists of four s tamps , ea ch 
of YBOO denomi nation. Th e 
firs t (b lue) pictures the 
bridge; the second (green) 

Flying to hea'Ven. 
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shows Pinghs ing P ass, where 
the People's Army achie,·ed a 
famous victory over the J apan­
ese army in the early stage of 
the war; the tnird (dark 
brown) s ho\Vs the P eople's 
Army welcomed by the peo­
ple ; and the fou rth ( red) 
s hows Chairma n Mao a nd 
Comnrnnder-in-C hi ef Chu Teh 
poring 01·er a map and dis­
cuss ing s trateg y. A wide 
borde1· to the rig ht of <·ac-0 
s tamp shows P eking and c·n­
virons in outline. 

Anniversary o f Sino-Japan rse 
War~ 

Th e la test issue, put out on 
August 1, ccmmemoratcs the 
25th anniversary of the found­
ing of the PLA . The series 
a lso consists of four stamps 
of Y BOO denomination . The 
fir s t , in red, depicts an army 
man , a sai lor and a fi yer 
against a background of a 
battles hip a nd planes. Un dc r­
Peath appears the emblen1 of 
t he PLA and the dates 1921-
1952. The second (g reen), 
third (lave nder) and fou rth 
(light brown) feature an in ­
fantryman, sa ilor and fl yer 
res'pectively. 
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Special institute provides 

EDUCATION FOR MINORITIES 

C HINA is a nation uf ma ny 
nationalities. Of the GO 

or mor e different nationa l 
grc1ups, the Han account for 
arr1·oximately VO percent of 
Chi na 's population. F or cen­
tu 1·ies th e minorit y national­
it ies , s uch a s the Tibeta ns. 
Mongo lians , Yi, Miao and ~ 
hus t of other s , were opp1·essed 
so heavil y by t he ruling class 
of the Han majority that 
many we re en the way to ex­
ti nc tion. 

Victims of the poli cy of 
"divide and ru le," these people 
were depri ved of their land 
a nd wealth, driven off into the 
nation's mos t r emote and least 
prnductive regions, enco uraged 
to feud among themselves, and 
made the sca pegoa ts of ri'l'cia! 
prejudice. Seco nd-class citi zens 
under the Kuomintang, the 
na ti ona l minoriti es were the 
n.ost backward of Ch ina's ,Peo­
ples, their various cultures 
near the point of ob literation . 

Liberation has changed all 
lh is. Relations between the 
Han and the nation's minority 
natio nal it ies, as well as r el a-
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Hsu Chien 

lio ns among lh c nationaliti es 
lhcmselvcs, ha,·e undergone a 
radical change. In place of 
animosity a nd oppress ion, 
eq ua lity, fraternit)' and mutual 
aid are the bas is for a new 
life for the minority peoples. 
unlike the- old days, the devel­
opment of minority customs 
an d th e use of minority 
languages are encouraged. 

Since th e birth of new China 
on Octobe r J , 1949, great 
efforts ha ve been made in 
carrying out r egional auto­
nomy in areas where nat ional 
minorities a re concentrated 
and setting up d emocrati c 
coaliti r;n governments in those 
areas inhabited by different 
nationali ty g roups. For ex­
ample, in t he Tibetan Autono­
mous Region of Sikang pro­
vince, minority people, who 
were barred under KMT law 
from official posi tions, now 
hold jobs in a ll government 
offices. In Kangting, the capi­
tal city of Sikang, nine out of 
every 1,0 seats in the People's 
Representatives' Conference 
are held by Tibetans. 
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Becau se of the Ieng years 
of discrimination the educa­
tional level of the· minority 
people has been low even in a 
nation such as old China 
which, at the time Chiang Kai­
shek was chased out, had an 
illiterncy rate of 80 pe1·cent. 
Th us, great emphasis has been 
placed on setti ng up schools 
for minor ities. 

In orde r successfully to 
carry cut regional autonomy 
and other tasks in the areas 
inhabited by the minority peo­
ples, the central government 
is training large numbers of 
minority national s for gove rn­
ment jobs. In June l!l51, the 
Government Administ ra t ion 
Council pass!Xl a specia l bill 
calling for the esta blishment 
of a Central Ins titute fo 1· 

Nationalities in Peking, with 
branches at Tihua, Lanchow, 
Wuchang,, Canton, Nanni ng, 
Chcngtu , Kweiya ng, and Kun­
ming, with a total enrnlincNt 
of more than 3,500 stud .. nt>. 
In addition, there are 
to be a number of spc<' ial 
sc hools and short-term train­
ing- classes se t up in regions 
inhabited by minority peoples. 

THE Centra l Institute for 
Nationa lities, heade<I by 

Ulanfu, vice-chairman of the 
Commiss ion of Nationalit ies' 
Affairs, was opened on June 
11 , 1951, in P ek ing . At the 
time of its inauguration the 
institute had an enrolment of 
about 300 s tudents coming 
from 24 different provin ces 
an d be longing to 33 national-

Students from Central Institute for National Minor­
the ir 

Institute. 

itic·s. Plan s ca Jl fo r an even­
tual enrolment of severa l 
thousa nd students . 

At present th e inst itute 
consists of three t raining 
classes for future admi ni stra­
ti,·e and military workers. It 
contains a language depart­
llH' nt which teaches I<11 oy11, 
the national language, and 
var ious dial ec ts and minority 
languages. A few of the 
students in the lang-uagc dc­
Pal't111 cnt a re Han you ths who 
arc being train ed to work in 
the 111in ority peoples' al'eas. 

Th e gl'eat majo,.ity of the 
student body is familiar with 
the national lang-uage and on ly 
a few of them have had to 
depend on in le l'pl'etel's in their 
first few month s. Students 
co111e fro111 a variety of back-
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g l'ounds : peasants from the 
Southwest, herdsmen from the 
Northwest, religious workers 
from Tibetan minorities, and 
persons holding hereditary 
vflicia l posts in different 
111ino1·ity regions. 

Required cou,.ses at the 
institute are : an introduction 
to the general conditions of 
the cou ntry, socia l, economic , 
political, geographica l, etc. ; 
fundamentals of China 's in­
ternational r ela tions and the 
Sino-Soviet alliance; a short 
course in Chinese hi story, in­
cluding a brief hi s tory of the 
va rious nat iona li t ies; the Com­
mon Prog1 <illl (China's basic 
law); the Chinese Communist 
P art.v; the hi story of soc ial 
development; and the People's 
Libel'ation Army, 
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Elective courses 
physical cultu re, 
music, dancing, and 
Language students are ex­
pected to lea rn a g iven 
language or dialect in a couple 
of ye·ars. 

include: 
hygiene, 

so fort h. 

In addition to regular 
classes, students attend lec­
tures or li sten to reports given 
by government leade1·s and 
experts which bea1· on subjects 
being studied. At the same 

time, in their daily lives, the 
studen ts learn to practice 
eq ua lity, unity and mutual aid 
among themselves . Emphasis 
is placed on respect for the 
customs of various national­
ities by a ll. This is deemed 
necessary, not only in under­
standing their fe ll ow students 
but in cu ltivati ng the student's 
se lf-co nfidence rega rd ing his 
own nationality. This prin­
cipl e is carried out in connec .. 

:-----~-----~---~-------------------------

: Minorities Gain 
Q N Augt"t !J, l!J.) 2, tlw 

Central P eopl e 's Govern­
ment promulgated the laws 
rega1·ding the canying out of 
regional autonomy in the 
areas inhabited by minority 
groups. 

By the end of Ju ne l!.1 52, 
a ltogethe r 130 autonomous 
regions of various levels had 
been set up in the country 
involving neal'ly 4,500,000 
minority people. 

The establishment of au to­
nomous regions wi ll enable 
the minority peo ple to organ­
ize th eir ow'n governments 
and manage their own affa irs, 
The unit of an autonomous 
region may be a hsicn, a di s­
trict, a county, or a spec ial 

1·egion, based on the ,ize of 
the minority's population 
a t~ d ar<'a. 

An autonomous reg ion will 
manage it :; own fi nunC" cs , de. 
\'e lop its own economy, cul. 
lure and education and bu ild 
its own public secu ri ty forces 
and mili tia . 

Some idea of the benefits to 
the minority people f~om re­
giona l autonomy can lie seen 
from Ch ina's fi rst established 
a utonomous region in Inner 
Mongolia set up in 1947. 
During the past fir e years, 
g rea t progress has been 
achi eved in !he development 
of its economy, culture and 
educat ion. In farming areas, 
bumper crops have been pro· 
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tion with teaching materials, 
national feotival8 of the di f­
fe rent minorities, costumes, 
di et, and so on. 

Even a brief vi s it to the 
inst itute is most impress ive. 
Very few of the many newly 
estab lished educati ~n a l institu­
tions in t he na ti on's capital 
can boast such fine buildings 
and spacious grounds as does 
th l Central Institute for Na­
tic•na lities. It is s ituated in the 

----------------------, 
I 

Autonomy I 
cluced, while in herding di s- I 
tri cts, li vestock production 

1 has more tha n doubled s ince 
pre-liberation cl ays. 

Progress in the fi eld of 
educa ti on has been even 
more rapid. By 1951, the 
number of primary schools 

·was well over 3.000, with a 
total enrolment of more than 
300,000 students. In addi­
tion to the ex isting 12 high 
schools, a technical school 
and normal college were set 
up this year. 

At present, over 61 per­
cent of the schoolage chil­
dren are attending schools; 
and more than 300,000 
copies of textbooks in the 
Mongolian language were 
printed 1n the past year. 

~~~~~--------------

suburbs which have long been 
noted for P£-king's finest parks 
and best known institutes of 
higher learning. 

The grounds cover an area 
of more than 20 hectares and 
contain seven large modern 
buildings including an audi­
torium capable 9f seating 
l ,G OO people. As the school 
expanrls more buildings will 
lie put up. 

One enthus ias tic gi rl student 
talked with told me that the 

ins titute is to be developed 
in to a regular university en­
rolling more t han 10,000 
students. This prediction may 
be som~what high at present 
in the lig ht of the compara­
tive ly small numbe1· ot...minor­
ity people with t he ed ucationa l 
background needed to enroll . 
Nevertheless, there is no doubt 
tha t as the government's 
educational program gets into 
full swing among the minority 
nationalit ies all over China 
there will be a steady increase 
in the number of students at­
tending the ins titute. 

The s tudents at present at 
the institute will soon be ready 
to take their part in national 
construction work among the 
minority peoples. This is part 
of the pattern of today's China 
which is bringing a new life 
to the formerly oppressed 
minorities. 

· 1 
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FACTS ABOUT CHINA'S MINORITIES 
ACCORDING to preliminary figures, China 

has a minority population of approx­
imately 40,000,000, representing some 60 
different nationalities, who live in an area 
covering more than half of the country. By 
the beginning 1of the year, 113 autonomous 
regions had been formed as well as 165 united 
minority people's local democratic govern­
ments. 

A rough break-down of the national 
minority populatio"'.1 shows that there are 
about 6,300,000 in Northwest China including 
Uigurs, Moslems, Kazaks, Tunghsiangs, 
Mongols, Russians and Manchus. 

The more than 9,000,000 minority 
population in Central-South China includes 
Tungs, Miaos, Yaos, Moslems, Lis and 

. -

T'ungs. 

In the Southwest there are about 
20,000,000, including 4,000,000 Tibetans in 
Tibet. Sikang, Yunnan and west Szechuen 
provinces: about 8,000,000 Yis in Sikang, 
south Szec:huen, Yunnan and Kwekhow; 
about 2.000,000 Miaos in Kweichow and 
Yunnan; about 1,600,000 Chung Chia in 
Kweichow: about 1,000,000 Moslems in 
Yunnan; about 600,000 Mings in Yunnan; 
300,000 to 400,000 Tai's in Yunnan and 
several other small groups in Yunnan and 
Kweichow, each with not more than 300,000 
people. 

In the autonomous region of Inner.Mon­
golia the population totals about 2,300,000 
people. 
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Letter from Wuhu 

pROSPERITY has on ly re-
cently come to Wuhu, a 

bustling Yangtze River city in 
southern Anhwei province less 
than 200 miles directly west 
of Shanghai. In the past the 
city suffered under the mal­
administration and conu ption 
of early Kuomintang rule, 
later under the oppression of 
the Japan esP during the wa1· 

and then aga in 
unde r the K uomin­
tang after VJ Day, 

Since its libe ra­
tion in April l!'J4!), 
Wuhu has become 
one of the ranking 
citie~ of the pro­
vince and now has 
a population of a 
q u 11 rte r of a 
million. It has di­
r ect connections 

'""'· "'-'=""' with Nanking and 
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Shanghai by boat 
and train and is 
linked to interior 
port cities s uch as 
Anking 11nd Han­
kow by the Yang­
tze River. A net­
work of highways 

the city 
surround-

Hubert S. Liang 

ing hinterland. 
In addition to its commer­

cia l importance, Wuhu is also 
becoming an educational cen­
ter. Anhwei University mov­
ed here from Anking immedi­
ately a fter Wuhu's liberation; 
a Teachers' Normal School 
and training in stitute for gov­
ernment workers, both ol 
which were set up s ince libera­
ti on i a school for nurses; and 
a host of ele me ntary a nd high _ 
school s form the found ation 
for the ever-expanding educa­
ti ona l facilities of thi s city. 

From the physica l aspect 
a lone the re is a sharp contrast 
belween pre-liberati'on Wuh u 
and th e present day city. Old 
Wuhu boasted only one stone­
paved street a longs ide of which 
ran numerous scattered and 
muddy roads. Today there are 
a number of concrete streets 
whose quality compares favor­
ably with the main thorough­
fares found in Shanghai. There 
'a re a lso many w ell looked 
after hard-surfaced streets. 

Building construction is high 
on the list of physical im­
provements in Wuhu. A con­
crete bridge is on its way to 
spanning the river which di-
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vides the ea s t and west sec­
tion s of the city. A number 
of big buildings are under 
construction throughout Wuhu. 

Some will be depa rtmen t s to res 
where products from all over 
China will be so ld. So1T.e will 
be office buildings and others 
hotels. One of these whe n 
completed, will contai~ offices 
and dormitories for severa l 
hundred people. 

Throughout the city large 
and s mall bookstores, fil led 
with magazines, newspaper:-:. 
und books are a lways packed. 
Night school s for factory and 
shop workers are flouri shing. 
One night scho~ on the 
cum pus of Anhwei University, 
which is conducted jointly by 
mem hers of the univer s i ly's 
educa tional workers' union 
and members of the depart­
ment of education, has an en­
rollment of nearly 500. Re­
cently an exhibition center 
was opened on one of t he 
city's main s treets and it was 
jammed day a nd night - an­
other sign of the growing in­
terest of the population in cul­
ture and education. 

Since liberation crime in 
Wuhu has fallen to almost the 
vanishing point. Street fights 
and brawls, a common occur-
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rence in the old days, are giv­
ing way to more rational be­
havior: self-criticism, self­
examination and discuss ion . 
Only the other day I heard a 
worker remark to a comrade: 
"Old Wang made an awful 
mistake, he ought to severely 
criticize himself." At the rail­
road station and at the wharfs 
vclunt....ry "service corps" have 
been organized to help passen­
gers free of charge. 

One of the ch ief effects of 
the nwu Fan" movement 
(aimed at bringing a n end to 
s uch ancient ev il s among busi­
nessmen as bribery of officials, 
tax evas ion, s tealing of gov­
ernment property, cheating 
the government by supplying 
su b-standard products, and 
fen eting out economic in­
formation for specul a tion) has 
been the general price 
drop. At the sa me time it has 
led to the raising of moral 
sta nda rds among the business­
men and shopkeepers. 

Just as in any other city in 
Ch in a, 
those who 
have reap­
ed the 
l argest 
benefits of 
Ii beration ,f 
in Wuhu ~ 
are the• 
m a j o rity .-..IWl~·pllllllio!'" 
-the workers, who are recog­
nized as the leading class in 
China, secure in their jobs and 
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respected by their fellow men. 

THE story of Chow Chin-
feng, a girl working in the 

Wuhu Cotton Mill, typifies the 
new freedom and equality en­
joyed by women today. 

Born of a poor family, Chow 
wc.rked alongside her mother 
and sister in a match factory 
at the age of seven. When 
she was l 3 she was already a 
servant, and at 1 7 she worked 
in a printing shop. During all 
those years she was never 
able to earn enough to cover 
her bare needs and she re­
r.1ained s ickly and under­
ncurishe<l . 

After VJ Day she found a 
job in the Wuhu Cotton Mill. 
However, there was no visible 
improvement over the past 
when the Japanese were in 
control. Following liberation, 
however, there were lI1arked 

changes. There was a new at­
titude toward workers and it 
was not long before Chow 
Chin-Ieng began to take an 
irocreasingly active part in he1· 
factory. She began to blossom 
forth and came up with inven­
tions of severa l devices which 
have meant a large saving- of 
buth 1!1hor and mon ey for the 
mill. Last year she was 
chosen a mode l worker in her 
mill. 

A few sho rt years ago Chow 
Chin-feng was looked upon by 
the old soc iety a s just another 
drudge working in a factory. 
This year she attended the 
May Day celebrations in Pe­
king as a workers' representa­
tive from Anhwei province. 
The story of this girl from 
Wuhu has been repeated all 
O\'er the country and signifies 
one of the many changes for 
the people of new China. 

Foreigners' old Race Course 

is llOJlJ People's Square 

Sign of the Times 

Q:"< Augus t 27, l!l5 1, Shang-
hai's century-old sy mbol of 

foreign im periali5m, th e for­
ll!C'r Ra ce Course

1 
wa s ta ke n 

"' " '' by order o f the govern­
ment and re turned to its right­
ful r1w ne rs. the people. The 
R:t l'e Co urse , former .s ocial and 
gambling cent er for Shang­
h:ii 's foreign population and, 
later on, the cn111pradores, has 
no\\' been renamed " The P eo­
ple's Sq uare." 

The grnunds, \\'ith an area 
of nearly 520 11101< (about 81i 
acres), were the final result 
of the imperialists ' demands 
for an exc lusive place for their 
gambling and other pastimes. 
In its heyday, the Race Course 
was a center of hig h society; 
but the brilliant crowd at race 
rneets ignored the few humble 

· grave mounds that remained 
in the park, evidence of the 
.unequal battle put up by the 
original Chinese tenants of the 
land who were sacrifice<! to the 
i,mperialist need for a place i-0 
~!retch the legs of bloode<I 
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hor"C~s and play at bowls. 
The hi s tory of the Race 

Course r eflected the tremend­
ous ex pansi on of fore ign in­
fluence and en rich ment at the 
expense of the Chin ese peo­
ple. Foreign accounts smugly 
relate the "simple hi s tory of 
the Recreation Fund, which 
reflects the greatest credit on 
the early res idents in the set­
tlement." Simple, indeed; the 
s imple process of profiteering 
by the vast increase in land 
va lues and of driving out the 
pea8ants from the land they 
coveted. 

JN 1848, Shanghai was 
forced to become a treaty 

port, and within a few years 
there was a race course on 
Nanking Road . Land values 
had been shooting up, and a 
group of British fortune hunt­
ers · had forced the Manchu 
Taotai to sell them the land at 
a low price. This was the 
"First Park." 

Land values continued to 
climh, and the "F'irst Park" 
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was so ld , the proceeds the n 
be ing used to buy land at the 
present site of Wing On's for 
another track. This la nd , too, 
was sold in 1860 fo r nearly 
50,000 tae ls, whi ch became the 
"Recreation Fund." 

During the Taiping Revolu­
tion, the r evo lutionist' clas hed 
wi t h the British and Manchu 
troops at the Tibet Roa d 
Bridge. The revolutionis ts 
were defeated , and as one of 
the fruit of successfu l inte r­
,·e ntion, the British staked out 
a claim for the next-and last 
-race track. In 1861 thP 
British leased a strip of land 
at the site tl1ey had selected. 
60 feet wide and a mile long, 
which, together with another 
short strip, totaled about 50 
mou. P easants s till lived in 
the 466 mou enclosed by the 
track. 

That the process was not 
easy is revealed by the words 
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An old picture of the 
Race Course taken on a 
racing day. The Foreign 
YMCA and th e Pacific 
Hotel are shown in the 
background. 

of foreig n writers. In 
1921, one hi sto ri an said, 
'"Much difficulty was 
experienced in securing 
the necessary land for 
the New Park. The 
farmer s objected as 

usual, and Fukien ese malcon­
tents caused an infinity of 
trouble, and even anxi ety." 
Trouble and anxiety for the 
Britis h, and grave mounds 
for the peasants! 

The writer goes on to say 
that "one of the drnwbacks of 
th e New Park was the con­
t in ued ex istence of a village in 
the middle of it, and when in 
th C' early 'sixties a move was 
made to the present course, 
care was taken to purchase 
not only the who le of the land 
but the buildings as well so 
that a clear view . . . might 
be possible." But again, the 
pu.rchase was neither simple 
nor without duress. 

The orga ni zer s of the Race 
Club proceeded to draw up 
"leases" with the peasants, by 
which they could sell their 
la nd only to the Club, and 
which prohibited any further 
building of houses within the · 
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enclosure. The litt le villbge 
of some 70 cottages was t hus 
doomed to ext inction so that 
the fore igners wou ld not have 
to loo k at it during their race 
meeti ngs, which were describ­
ed as "loca l picnics on an ex­
tended sca le with so me littl e 
betting as a stimulus to friend­
ly rivalry. " 

However, when sales to the 
Club proved too slow, the Bri­
ti sh, backed by the complaisant 
Manch u a ut horiti es, used 
threats and began to force the 
peasants to sell their land, 
us:ng the "Recreation Fund." 
In 1863 the enraged peasants 
\\'ere thus driven out a t the 
ba1·gain price of 25 taels per 
111011 , and the promise of a fur­
th er 125 taels per -mou. The 
pro mised payment never ma­
teria lized, and the Briti s h, 
hav ing thus s uccessfu ll y 
swi ndled t he people of their 
prnperty, proceeded to elabor­
ate their playgro und . An­
othe r writer gives the process 
away by stating t ha t " there 

Roller 

was some trouble a nd rioting 
over its acqu isition , and the 
Taota i of the day had to issue 
a proclamation asserting the 
right of foreig ners to acriuire 
the land." 

B~· t he 'ni neties, Shanghai 
was s upporting a horde of 
fore ig n profiteers. One writer 
s~ys that "young griffins would 
start t he ir wo rking clay on the 
race course, exerc1s1 ng their 
Mongolia n ponies in the fresh 
morning breeze before they 
went to work." He bewails 
the fact t hat amusement' 
were limited. but that one of 
the standard entertainment, 
we re t he races. 

"Track meets were held 
twice a year," he says. Three 
full day; were devoted to the 
big event, and the race course 
became the r endezvous for 
everybocl~· who wanted to be 
'eeri. The taipans closed their 
offices, and the ladies had _ to 
have new ifresses-three new 
di·esses, one for each day .... 
The1·e were no bookmakers, 
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and one-fourth of the totaliza­
tor's income was used for the 
upkeep of the establishment." 
It must be noted that, until 
1909, if any compradores 
"wanted to be seen," they 
were not admitted. The " No 
Chinese" s ign was taken down 
then only in Ol'der to make 
more money. 

The gay fashionable throngs 
were dispersed with the out­
break of the Pacific war, and 
when the Japan ese occupied 
Shanghai they used the Race 
Course as a military camp. 
After VJ Day, it was leased 
to the US Army as a "club," 
where the officers a nd troops 
of the new imperia li sm played 
tennis, drank and attended 
showings of Holl ywood film s. 

In the su mme l' of 1951 
· the fo1·m e r Race Co urse 

wa• leased for the Native 
Products F. xhibilion, which 
wa !=; a tremen<lo u8 s uccess 
and betokened the new 
ern for the park which began 
wh en it was offi cia ll y taken 
over in August that y~a1'. But 
among t he "old Chin a hands " 
the old ideas di e ha rd; whe n 
so meone suggested to a Bri ­
ti sh woman of the old 
schpol that the Exh ibiti on was 
worth seeing, she dl'ew her­
self up indignantly a nd pas­
sio nately exclaimed. " What'? 
After they've taken over our 
Race Course? Never!" 

The infamoi,i,s hi story of 
the former Race Cou l'se 
marked by imperialis t <51>p res~ 
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s ion and stained with Chinese 
blood, is now only a dark 
memory. It now belongs to 
the Chinese people, who have 
proudly paraded through it 
during national celebrati ons. 
Plans are afoot to insta ll mol'e 
facilities for games and spol'ts, 
and the grandiose buildings 
former ly hou si ng the Hace 
Club admini stration offices 
r:rnv house ex hibitions of a1·t 
and handicrafts, the Si no­
Soviet Friendship Assoc iation 's 
movie theater and Shanghai 's 
new National Library. 

The go ve rnment's hi storica l 
order, returning the park to 
its rightful owne1·s, sy mboliz­
ed the final destructi on of fo r­
eign imperialist ic inRuence in 
Shanghai. The People's Squal'e 
entel's a new el'a of p1lovi di ng 
ro .. all the people a place fo r 
spol't, r ela xa tion and cultul'e 
in th e hea rt of ·new Shan ghai . 

Since ea rly .June \\'Ork has 
been going on in setting up a 
big park in the nor the rn sec­
tion of l he People's Souare. 
Scheduled to be co mplet~d be­
fore October 1, for the th ird 
anniversary of National Day, 
the ne\\' park \\'ill take up an 
nrea of 225 mou of land , OI' 
three-fifth s of the total area of 
People's Square. When com­
pleted it will be th e thil'CI la 1·g­
est park in Shanghai. 

Th e new park will includ •· a 
music hall, a swimming poo l. 
a spacious rec reati on ground 
and a large pavilion, as we ll as 
a chi lcl1·en 's p layg round. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

"Resettlement" in Malaya 
MALAY A'S ri ch resources not\\'ithsta nding, Ji ving cond itions 

of the people 111 this colony ha ve drastically deteriorated as 
a 1·coult of the Bl'itish policy of forcing 500,000 Ma!ayans and 
Chinese to move in t-0 "resettlement camps." 

This has been admitted by the Briti sh au thor ities themselves 
in a White Paper publi shed on June 11 thi s year. The Whi te 
Paper sho\\'s that the burning of many villages, the seizure of 
land and the lllO\'i ng of lens of thousands of peasants to " resettle­
ment camps for security pu r poses" ha,·c ser ious ly affected agri­
culture and the \\' ell-bc·i ng of the population. Jn addition to the 
people bc i,1g forcibly ejected from thei r land and homes, grain 
prices ha\'c sho t up a nd many ruhher plantations ha\'C ceased 
prod uct ion. Fig ures s how that coa rse gra in ac reage in Malaya 
in l!J51 was 30 percent below 1948. when the war bega n. \\'age 
tuts and unc mploy 111 cnt in the rn buer ind us try a rc on the 
increase. 

The White Paper also indicated that the present inRation in 
the Federated States had been brought on by the "resettlement" 
policy. 

On the pretext of cutt ing off food suppli es to th ~ Ma layan 
National Liberation Army, the British in Maiava have forced 
villages to move into camps, as pa r t of the ill-fated Briggs Plan 
put into force in 1951. Although this plan for ending the war 
with a Bri tis h victory has long been di scarded, the "resettlement" 
policy is s till be ing ad hered to in an effo rt to terrori7.e the people 
of Malaya. 

A new effort of B1·itain's "strong man" in Malaya, Sir 
Geral d Templ er, to defea t the libe rn tion movement was hi s order 
calling fo r " t.he drnfting of labor to carry out emergency defense 
work." (AP, Kuala Lumpur, June 11.) Templer decreed that 
the prime mini ster and r esident commissione r of every state and 
settlemen t "can order any able-bodi ed person to undertake pro­
tective measures against ' acts of terrorism' OI' repair damage 
affect ing the well -be ing of Malayan8." Th0oe refusing to obey 
this order are subject to imprisonment. 

On June 19, Temple r , on a vis it to London, was forced to 
admit: "I can promise you no speedy solution" to the figh t ing 
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in Malaya (AP, London). On July 15, the president of the 
All-Malaya Chinese Mining Association stated that there was no 
improvement in the "fight against Ccmmunist terrori sm" du l' ing 
the past year (AP, Kuala Lum put'). According to Reute,. on 
July 31, Colonial Secretary Lyttelton told the House of Commons 
in London that 5,081 perso1is had Geen jailed in Malaya during 
1052 unde r emergency regu lations. 

QPPO!:ilTIUN lo t he g-overnment's war against the Malayan 
people has been g-rowing- among- the people of Britain. At 

a meet ing- commemcl'ating- the f'ourlh anniversa ry of the launch­
ing of the war in Malaya, the London Wom en's Assembl y on 
June 15 pointed out that the inten sified r ep ress ion being Cal'l'ied 
out by Tem ple ,. was s imiJa,. to the Japanese methods dut'ing 
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Construction in Viet-Nam 
WHILE the Viet-Nam people cal'ry on lhe fight to l'id 

their country of' Fl'ench rolonial ism th ey are 
s imultaneous ly making great efforts at bu ilding up the 
liberated al'ras. One r. f thc·i,. successes has been sco red 
in the field ol' water ronservanc)•. 

Despite lhe hazards of \\'ar, great emphasis is being 
placed on buildinz and l' rpa i1·ing dikes needed for flood 
prevention. Jn the Phuc di strict in Vinhphuc prn\'ince 
in nnth Viet-Nam. in s pite of daily enemy bombing and 
shcllinl!'. a I ,!iOO-mclPr kng section of dih was rerentl v 
repaired. giving prolrC'lion to :J,000 heclar~s of Jan;] 
ag·ains t thr danger of Aood. In th e newl y libera ted 
Hail1'u area of Namdinh prn1·incC', :J0,000 <'uhi;. mete rs of 
ear th have been usccl to repair dikes which had been 
neg-lected under F1·ench rnle. 

In central Viet-Nam. a 20-mile long· dike is being 
buil t in Nghean province. F ou r-fifths of the requirerl 
250,000 cubic meters of ea rthwork were completed by the 
encl of May, involving half a 111illion man day, of labor. 
The project. when entirely completed, will a llow the 
people in the area lo concentrate on growing rice, cotton 
and soya bean s lo impl <' 111ent the government'~ 1952 pro­
duction plan. 
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World War II Which fa iled to break the spirit of the Malayan 
people. 

In a resolution presented lo the Colonial Office. the assembly 
demanded that "General Templer mu st be r eca lled immediately 
and steps taken to end the war in Malaya which is cruelly and 
unnecessarily des troyin g- both Malaya n and British lads in great 
numbers as well a s making it more diffi cult to establish future 
friend ship and trade \\'ith the As ian peoples." 

US Pressure Doomed to Fail 
TH E August 5 announcement by the US 5th Air F<,1·ce Head -

quarters that it wou ld bomb 78 towns in Nor'.h Korea once 
again dem ons trated the utter bankr uptcy of Washing-ton. 
Des pite its clai111 that suc h a•h·a•1ce \\'arning was dictated by 
"humanitarian" feeling-s , il \\'as clea r proof that the US, facing 
defeat on lhe battlefield and al the conference table, \\'as turning 
more and more to vengeful ads of ter rori sm. Along- \\'ith hold· 
ing up th e armistice talk s I•)' US recess tactics . th e 5th Air 
Force announcement "''" a direct blow at world-1\'idc cl e111ands 
to ha lt the war in Korea. Like other attempts at "military 
prc:-:sure," prev iously tried a nd found wanting-, thi ~ measure was 
doomed to defeat . 

On Aug-usl JO the US a ir force bombed r.ne of its typica l 
"milital')"' targets, the North Korean capital, Pyongyang. Most 
heav ily da111aged \\'ere the res identia l areas. 

Fo1· l\\'o and a hal f hours a large gTo up of heav y ho111bers 
altaeked the den se ly populated western ancl central di s tricts. 
Mi.re than 500 hig h ex plosives \\'ere dropped in addition lo anti­
pr1·sonnr l and time bombs. First rPporls r evea led tha! 111ore 
than l .000 civilians were killed and wou nded, 676 houses and 
ca1·C' shelters destroyed and la1 ge trac '.s of cultivated land laid 
waste. Most of lhc killed and wounded were \\'Omen, children 
and old petp le who \\'ere una ble to take shelter in time. The 
areas hit were mostly inhabited by \\'Orking people. 

Commenting on the American inten'.ion of hombin :?; 78 towns 
in North Koren. the widely-circulated Londtn Rcy11 0/ds Nrws, in 
an editorial " Terror in Ko1 ca" said: . First stages in 
thi s g hastly ca mpaign have al r eady be;run . No one can suggest 
that th ese towns chosen as objectives for massacre on thi s sca le 
arc se l'icus military objectives." 

Continuing, the paper stated: "This determinatia.n to 
ciestroy the populati on of North Korea will be rece i\'ed with 
hol'l'or throughout the wol'id. In India and Pakistan, Burma and 
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Indonesia this action in the name of the UN will stil' undying 
hatred." 

"The truce talks," the paper went on to say, "arc at a 
standsti ll because 'in the name of human ity' the American 
negotiators refuse to hand back Chinese and No r th Korea n rr i. 
soners . . . H ow can the world acccrt the talk of 'humanity' 
on the issue of rri sonc rs when a t th e· same time tens of thousands 
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Thailand Rubber Hard Hit 
T HE US-imposed ruJ,lJcr "embargo·• on shipments to the 

Soviet Union, pcorle's China and tlw Eastern Euro­
pean democracies is knocking th e bottom out of the Thai. 
land rubbel' indu st ry. 

Rubber prnduction . one of Th ailand's chief exports, 
expanded rapidly afl.er VJ Day. \\"ith the US ste pping 
up its stockpiling of st 1 ateg-ic materials after the out. 
break of the Korean war, rul1hcr pr ires soared and pro­
duction in Thail a nd sh ot up . 

To facilitate ils nibhe1· g-ral1 in Southea st As ia, 
'Vashington forced the S'on~·_i_:Tnm g·1J\" Crnmcnt lo ~o al<111~ 
with it s "cmbarg-o." At the sa mt• timt• it bludgeoned ti"' 
Thai ,1..;over nment in lo si g-nin,i.:- an agreement whereby 
Th ailand is to suppl y lhc US with 12G.OOO tons of rul1lx·r 
th is year at low pritc•s . Th is is HO percent of lhr nation's 
entire output. 

Howe\·cr. s ince the South,•as t ;\ ,;ia rubhC'r s up11ly ex· 
reeded the US demand, \\' a shin"ton has reducer! its Thai ­
land purchases and ha s forecd prices down. Thailand 's 
rubber s tocks arc pilin'!" up without an>' ma1·kct in s igh t. 
Prices ha,·c d rorp0d b.v two-thirds in the Jl'" t >·car. It 
is bccomin,l? t'\'Cr more difficult to co ,·cr produC' lion cnsts 
and planta t ion after p1anlation ha s sto111wd tapping-. 
Hcsult is th e closing of many process ing p la11 1 s and ten s 
of thou sands of workers face unemployment. 

Despite demand s by management and labor of rubber 
enterprises, the Songgram government has r e fused to se ll 
to China , the Soviet Union and the Eastern European 
democracies . Agains t the best interests of the Thni 
people, th e US-sponsored ''embargo" is s till bei ng ca r rier! 
out. 

China Monthly Review 

of men, women a nd children are threatened with a rain of bombs 
and napalm ? Public op inion must find a way to end this g hastly 
tragedy of Korea." 

Japanese Labor Veers Left 
QRGAN I ZED la bo1 · has dealt Japanese reaction a nd its US 

masters a ha rsh Llow. Delegates of so me 3,000,0UU members 
of the Genern l Counl' il of Japanese Trade Unions, at the council's 
Thi 1 d Congrc8S, ha 11• appro ved a draft rrog:ram which opposes 
rearmament, Uw :-: t · 1ia1 ate " pt•acc treaty" anJ lht· US ~cc urity 
pact. 

Also ap1iro1·cd in the Jrnft program Ly the Gene ral Trade 
Union Coun cil was the m•ct•ss ity lo comliat the danger of war­
provc;king artions; to s tr ug-~ ! t • ns;ain s t the J.,!'runling- of military 
ba" 's on Japanese soil to the Ameril'an s ; to fight for na tional 
independence and indept· rH!t'nt foreign trade, induding· trade with 
new Ch i Ila; to fight against rep1·essivt• leg is la t ion and the 
onsla ught of big business on lhc rights of working people and 
for the establis hment of a minimum wage. The cou ncil a lso 
~tatc• d lhat organi zed labor s hould not suppo r t a ny ca ndidate in 
th e rn1n ing cled ion who docs not fi g ht again s t J a pan's rearma­
mc·nt a nd any attem pt lo turn the country into a n American 
milita1·y al'ca. 

The General Co un ci l is J apan's largc:; t body of organized 
lahor. Toget her with the railway workers and coal miner s, it 
represents virtually the enti 1·c orga ni zed labor mov1' mcnt, num­
Lering auout 5,500,000 Workers . 

Tl-IE need for Japan to trade with China becomes increas ingly 
apparent. However, US pressure has continu ous ly coun­

teracted the growing demand of .Japanese bus iness to open up 
trade relations with new China. The so rry condition of Japan's 
economy has produced a dangerous s ituation in wh ich the 
prnJ,Jem of expo rts always remains a vita l factor; one of the 
chief reasons fo r thi s is that Japan does not possess any markets 
in China, wh ich was previou s ly a source of raw materia ls and 
food , and an outlet for Japanese goods. 

Press agency dispatch es g ive the story regarding Japanese 
desire to trade with new Ch ina. 

"Japanese business c ircles be lieve that on ly a resumption of 
trade with Red Chin a may bring th e commercial ba lance to t he 
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black side of the ledger. This is also the belief of the Ministry 
of Foreign Trade which has just published a White Paper to 
prove it. ... This will be the subject of the negotiations in 
Washington .. . . " (Ag cnce France Presse, Tokyo, July 25) . 

"The five-powered expor t control policy conference today 
agreed, at its first mee ting hl're, to limit di scussion to the or­
ganizational p1·ohl<'111 of filling Japan into existing international 
controls Gil 1 rn •:v with Communist countries. Repl'esenta tives 
of the US, Britain , Frnnce, Canada a nd Japan met for 75 minutes 
at the State Departm ent. Th eir deci s ion cut the ground from 
unde r hopes exp ressed earlier of obta ining agreement on soften­
ing of control s on s pec ific non -s trategic exports to Communist 
China ." ( U I ', Waslilhgton. July 28). 

Japa~ese otncials and indust rial circles (AF!', Tokyo, 
August 13) , \\ho have been searching "for a way out fro111 what 
appeared to be an econo111ic .blind a ll ey, ha ve g-rnd uall y rallied 
around t he idea of cutting open a trade route to Com111unist 
countries, notably Co111 111uni st China." 

Howen r, the sa111e di spatch n·ported that A mnica was 
piling war contracts on Japan to halt the 1110,·e for trade with 
new China. 

11

T he revised American eco nomic polic.:.v vi s-a- \'i s 
Japan would be to create a .sort of 'war boom' within Japan 
as an antidote lo quell her craze for t rade with the Co 111111un ist world 

Australian Uranium for US 
A USTRAL!A 'S g-rowing illlportanec in the sc lw111cs of Wash· 

inglon·s ato111 bolllb nrnkers was evidenced hr the Menzies· 
US uranium deal last spring. Rich uranium ~lt·po:--ils · ''duwn 
under" have speeded up plans for America to suppl y capita l and 
equiplllent to "develop" Au s tralian field s. In return. Washing· 
ton will ue aule to buy the uranium thus produced, according to 
Prime Minister ~lenzies. 

Thr Australia11 1\"e11,,•s- R cvie1e, commenting on the uranium 
se ll-out in a recent issue, sa id that after "Uranium Day, JI.larch 
24, the papers told us ou r di scoveri es of uranium placed u,; as 
high as third am ong· the wor ld 's uran ium posse~~u rs . Fir~t 
comes Canada, which r<'lains co ntrol of its own (and, politicall)-, 
often talks back to Washing-ton). Next comes the Belgian Congo 
where the natives work the ores under the direction of Belgian~ 
directed by Ameri ca ns. The difference between us and the Bel­
gian Congo is that we sold ou rselve<." 
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French Go-A-Begging 
C OMMENTING on the "success" of the ea rly .stunm~r 

Washi ngton visit of French H igh Con11111ss1oner 111 

Jndo-China Letou rn eau, th e \'i et-Nam people's radio 
found results of the mission a refl ect ion of weakness on 
the part of Loth t he French and the Americans. The 
Viet-Nani radio repo r ted that the French i.Jy whistling in 
the dark were threatening the people of Viet-Nam with 
the American hog·ey and were ~lltt•mpting to reass ure 
French trnops and th" Bao Uai puppet governme nt who 
were greatly demo1 alized a s a result of serious defeats in 
l ndo-China. 

"Letourncau's visit lo Was hington," the radio report­
ed, "also re,·t·aled the fundamenta l wea kness of lhcoe 
imperialist aggrcsf.:o r s : Fr<>nth toloniali sts beaten in 
Viet-Nam are compelled to beg for help from the Ameri­
ca n imperiali sts who have received a tc llin ~· blow in 
Ko rea. Official and sem i-otncial circles in Washington 
were forced to admi t that the American peoplt• l!re opposed 
to sending A111e1·ican troops to Viet-Nam 

The broadcas t pointed out that US politicians had lo 
deny that American troops would be sent le Viet-Nam, 
saying that the US governlllent could on ly s hare a greater 
part of the financial burden for the lndo-C hincse war and 
that if the French expediliona1y corps was to be relieved, 
it shou ld be Ly a puppet army which is l <- be se t up. 

Writing- from Saigon, fo llowing- the appoidment of 
new Premie r Nguyen Van Tam to carry out the French 
policy of "fighti ng- the Viel-Nam army with Vietnamese 
people," the NY T in1<s correspcndent desc ribed the 
premie1· as "tough and hard driving, hi s methods are 
regarded by so me as too autho r ita r ian. (Hi s ) public 
career has been mostly in the police field . (His) son 
is commander of the Vietnamese Armed Forces. Thus, 
con trol of the poliee S)·stcm, the military services and of 
civil power arc in the hands of one family." 
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Report from the 

Sikang-Tibetan Highlands 

THIS past s umme1· 1 mad e a 
long trip thl'ough sevel'al 

districts of Sikang province, 
vi s iting places whi"h befol'e I 
knew only a s dots on th e map. 
While I experted to be i m­
pressed, I did not anti cipate 
that the trip would provide 
the education that it did . 

Here everything- is on a 
gigantic scale and it seems 
that the furth e1· ) 'O U go the 
bigge r it gek It tl'uly 
staggers the imagination to 
contemplate what the future 
will bring to th is rich and 
limitless al'ea. 

Mine ral s , timber, r ich farm 
land, readily ava ilable wate ,. 
power-it is all hel'e a n<l 
waiting to be d eveloped. And, 
with liberation , has come th e 
chance fol' wh ich the s trong 
and industrious Tibetan peo­
ple have so long waited. 

Late in Augus t we se t out 
from Yulung, in north Sikang, 
on horse back. Jn those high 
altitudes , the weather was l ike 
spring; the su 11 s hone in a 
clear sky and the leaves and 
grass wel'e b l' ight gl'een. 
"Snow pigs ,·· litlle wild 
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crf'atul'es , bu sily fornge<l for 
food. beautiful while rhc:isa nlS 
with black tail s gathered by 
th<> streams, and dee r \\'e rr, 
plen t iful. The Tibetan s we re 
reaping grain in the go lden 
tic:'ld s. chec ,.fully s inging the ir 
mountain lrnllads. 

T 11"0 months late r, lrn1·ing 
made a irreat circle through 
the high Sikang-Tibetan plains, 
wr• returned to Kanting, c:qii­
tal of the Tibe tan sclf-iro1·ern­
ing di strict. We had SPL' llt 2G 
days lraw•ling, and had co ,·cr­
ed about 2,500 11; [mo re than 
800 miles]; it is difficult to say 
l'Xactly, because off the main 
rcutc!'> distances arc not mea­
s ure<! in Ii, but s impl y from 
one horse s tation to the next. 

Traveling toward th e sou th, 
\\f' f ound dense, Yirgin pine 
and fir for<>sts, some of which 
tuok :.i rla_v to c1 · o ~s ; tw o men 
could not encircle the biggest 
trees with th eir arms. IL took 
us twn days lo r.ross the great 
Maoi'a Pl~in, where more than 
l ,000 hP. rd s nJPn tended 40,000 
oxen, yaks, s heep and mules. 
When we commented 0 11 t he 
vas tness of the plain , the 
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herdsmen smiled and told us 
that further to the north the 
pasture lands were even 
larger. 

ThP wide grasslands. which 
support s uch laq::e herds , 
rt uld alsn g 1·ow vast quantities 
of f'oorl <'l'O I" · The Gantse 
Plain is :l,000 meters, and the 
Llianl.'. Plain 4 ,000 meter:;, 
al101·e sea level ; th e nati\'es 
of t he area sa y, "We a 1·e very 
near the s un." N otwiths tand: 
ing the great altitu<le, the soil 
is excellent and in Gantse W<' 

saw turnips , potatoes, sp ina ch 
and cabbage. which look large r 
and better than those grown 
in the lowlands. In Lihwa the 
wla·a t ke rne l,; nl'e a ~ hig as 
pea .< and turnips have weigh­
ed '" much as s ix kilograms. 

Y:i kiang Di strict, sunou nded 
by la1 ·1.'.,' mountain~, is border­
ed by the turbu lent Yalung 
Ri1·0 1-. At the cross ing s tand 
th e bare buttre,ses of the steel 
bridge built by Chao Erh-fung, 
a )fanchu official with the aid 
of the French, to help hi s 
sup pression of th e minority 
tri b,.s. But the bridge was 
dest rcyed by the people. 
Nea rby , the foots teps of peo­
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ple crossing a 
mountain wore 
the path shiny; 
it has now 
been di SCO'Ver­
ed that th e 
mountain is al­
mos t solid iron. 

In s pite of 

the rich land and pastureR 
and the gold, iron, oil and 
other mineral resources, 

E:!:s c~r~~i~ 
the place of 
"poor people 
and barren 
earth." Nr;w that the land has 
returned to the people, the 
pas tures will neve 1· be bleak 
again . roads will be built, and 
houses , factories and schools 
will s pring up. 

In ou r long jou1·ney, we 
s pent a week at a t ime in un­
habited districts and camped 
in the wilds , yet we never felt 
lonesome; our eyes were con­
tinually delighted with n ew as­
pects of this great land , our 
e<l rs filled with the sounds of 
nature. We saw little streams 
tumbling dow11 from the 
heights become great rivers. 
deep valleys lit by the sun; 
and in the wildes t parts, we 
' aw postmen traveling s ingly 
through the rngged mountains, 
undeterred by wind, rain or 
snow. 

We were amazed at the fa t 
cattle, and the big sheep, 
whose wool \\·as fine, white 
and long. The pack mules and 
piebald horses showed great 
endurance and nimbly clim bed 
steep mountain paths. At 
river crossings, grtat quanti­
t ies of tea waiting t0 be fer­
ried over e\•idenced the newly 
improved economy; city mer-
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chants travel busily into the 
countrys ide, trying to keep up 
with tlie demand fo1· sa lt and 
consumer goods. 

B:. th e s ide of the Golden 
::i and River, a Tibetan boat­
man, more than 70 years old, 
told us how the People's 
Liberation Army crossed t he 
river when they went into 
Tibet. He told how th e re­
actionari es had bea ten, cursed 
and enlisted him in to the 
army, and in a li vely 111anner 
described how the PLA had 
drill ed, made boats, and 
crossed the river to fi g ht 
the Changtu Campaig n. He 
praised the excellent r egu­
lations and disc ipline• of the 
PLA , and told how a rm y111 e n 
had ga the red fir ewood for 

PLA units fording tho Tung 
Ch inghai province. 

them, carried water and help­
ed with the harvest. 

In a cottage on the ba nk of 
rhe Yalung River, an old blind 
Tibeta n wo111an, ove r GO, tcld 
us how her hu s~and had be­
com e chairman of the local 
So viet wh en the lt ed Army 
had passed by Yakiang so long 
ago. After th e Red Army 
le ft, he r '"" band had been 
kill ed by the r eaclionn r ics ; a 
mise rable tim e came for the 
peo ple, but I10pc li ved in t heir 
hea1ts that the Red Army 
would return. No" their 
ho pes ha ve bee n fulfill ed. 

We heard how many pat ri ot­
ic young rn e n a nd women 
j o ined the PLA whe n it :ia>se<l 
through Pa tan g- o n jts way to 
Tibet. Th <?.v wanted t(l jo in 

Tien River in 

the army, but fea r ed that they 
might be refused. On the e,·e 
of th e PLA's de parture, they 
traveled 40 Ii at night a nd 
waited nt the ri ve r Cl'oss ing, 
figuring that the PLA would 
find it more diffi cult to r efu se 
them. 

The hig hroad s show ho\\' 
well the PLA ca l'ri ed out it s 
slogan of " building l' Oads ove,. 
the mountain s and J,,.idg«s 
ove,. the l'ive rs ." They built 
roads over t he :l, 000-me te !' 
high El'hlung Mou11t;;i1rn, on,. 
th e 'J, OUO-mctc !' high Chedo 
Mot1nta ins ; a stee l s usp<' ns icm 
bridge no\\· crosses the Tatu 
Rivc 1., which th e Red A rm y 
crosseJ Jong ago , S\\'inging 
hand ove r hand along iron 
cha in s. Th e PLA, undi sma yed 

by a ny challenge, are now 
building roads ove r the 6,000-
mete r hig h Tibe ta n pla teaus. 

Since the es tabli shment of 
the people·s g oye rnment in the 
Tibeta n se lf-gove rning dis­
tl' ids, '11 ur h h:: !O bc-e n accom­
pli shed. Th e o ne rous "wu la" 
S;'s te m (co mpu bor y SCl'Vice of 
n:L•n a nd an ima ls f o r official 
trn w·pu r t, t lw men furn ishing 
llH•i1· own prnvi s ions ) has 
·been a bo li s hed. schoo ls and 
t raining co urs('s ha,·c been 
~et up, Tibetan governm ent 
wo rke rs kl\'C' be t> n trnined, 
and t he Tilil'la n people 's own 
forces, the Ti beta n Co 1·ps, has 
been estab lished. Medical 
science h ~ s cu red t he di seases 
of men a nd a nimal ~ , and 
experiment al tea planting and 

Distances .1rc great in th e borderlands. Photo 
shows PLA unit!> riding down into o ne of the broad 
prairie lands which are interspersed the moun­
tains in rhl" Cl1inghai-Sikang-Tibe tan 



the introduction of new farm­
ing machinery have helped the 
farmers to improve their live­
lihood. 

The government has also 
settled the ancient system of 
revengeful blood feud s. An 
outstanding example of recon­
ciliation was that between 
Tselanglosung and 
Bameit.sedeng, who 
had led their respec­
tiYe clans in battle 
against the other for 
13 years; many 
houses were raz­
ed and many 
lost their lives during the 
feud. At the recent recon­
ciliation meeting, the two old 
men affectionately helped each 
other mount the platform, 
amid the joyf11J cheCl's of th e 
people. 

The Tibet.ans now l'Calize 
that their feuds were deliber­
ately fostered by the imperial­
ists to further the policy of 
"divide and rule." At the 
meeting, old (more than 70) 
Tselanglosu ng exci ted ly sa id. 
"While I live, I will be a man 
of th e Mao Tse-tung Era; 
after I die, I will b<! a good 
spirit of the Mao Tse- tung 
Era!" 

Now that the Tibetan people 
have for the first time gained 
their independence, their econ­
omy has begun to improve. Jn 
the past, a bundle of sheep 
skins brought on ly six pack­
ages of tea; now it brings 12 
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packages. The import of tea 
has more than doubled, and 
the export of loca l products, 
formerly stagnant, is now as­
sured by the state trading 
company which buys up g reat 
quantities of musk, deer's 
antlers, bears ' gal ls, and other 
products. The simples t pro-

ducts, such as fire­
wood, which former­
ly had no value, now 
bring a cash retnrn; 
so the people sgy 
that with t he roming 
of the PLA and the 
people 's government 

all things have become' valu-
able. 

Everywhere the Ti betans 
greeted us and helped us. 
Once we went hunting on the 
plain; the he rds men se t up 
tents for '" and helped us pre­
pare food, and th e next morn­
ing they s tarted our fire for 
us with a sh0cpskin ucllo1rs 
and helped us pack our things. 

When we reach ed Sedo 
village in Patang, we lean1cd 
that the village head wa s ill in 
bed. According to the Tibetan 
custom, no guests a re wel ­
comed at such a time, at th is 
is considered bad luck. 

But when the village head 
heard we had come, he in sisted 
that we move to hi s hou se, no 
matter what the consequences. 
"For," he said, "the P LA is 
our benefactor." But we 
respected the local custom and 
declined his invitation. 

China Monthly Review 

We reached Patang the day 
after the Tibetans' harvest 
festival had ended. Because 
of Pa tang's exceptional 
climate, there are two harvests 
e year. Rice, wheat, vege­
tables and fruit are grown, as 
in the lowlands ; the app les are 
especia lly large and sweet. 
The Tibetans s ing the praises 
of Patang ir, their ballads, 

·calling it "Happy Baan," and 
"Parkland Plateau." 

E\'ery year, afte1· the wheat 
has been harvested and the 
second crop sown, the people 
dress in their best clothes, 
take their tents and food and 
camp together on the plain. 
Severa] days are filled with 
picnics, s inging, dancing and 
bonfires at night. The people 
bad not all dispersed when we 
ani,·ed; they were dressed in 
thei1· best and welcomed us 
enthusiast ically, in viting us 
into their ten ts. 

Two women, beautifully 
drc"'ed, offered us wine to 
show us honor and danced for 
us. s inging an extempore song. 

October 1952 

The Tibetans told us how 
moved they were when the 
first PLA advance cont ingents 

came to Gantse. 

• 

The armymen, 
who had push­
ed ahead of 
their supply 

• co!Gmns, ate 
field mice and 

wild vegetables and s lept in 
the open, rather than take any 
of their food or occupy their 
houses or templ~s. 

In two months, we ~ave nine 
reports in the four di s~ricts 
of north Sikang. In Yak1ang, 
people came to hear us from 
!JO Ii away, and in Gantse the 
Lama of Paili Temple told us 
that everyone knew well the 
American and British im­
perialists' cruel conspiracies, 
as the Living Buddha and 
member of the Southwestern 
Military Council was poison­
ed by their agents. 

Many instances of imperial­
is t intervention have roused 
the hatred of the people 
aga inst American and British 
imperialism, so that they are 
determined to unite and pro­
duce more in order to support 
the PLA, volunteers, and Tibe­
tan Corps. In Patang, for ex­
ample. American "mission­
aries" instigated the militar­
ist Yang Te-hsi to undertake 
an adventure, which resulted 
in the destruction of 68 houses 
and the death of seven Ti be­
tans. As a result of such 
crimes, women, men, priests, 
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shoemakel's, peasants - all 
the Tibetan people-expressed 
to us theil' hatred of ag:g rcs­
sion and theil' de te rminat ion 
to ~id the d~fcnsc -of Korea 

nd China in p1·ac!ical ways . 

Every\\'hcre, \\'C found that 
the 11 eople hall drawn up and 
are fulfil ling patriotic com­
pacts to increase production 
and cont ribute to defense. 

These ag reements have a 
wide scope and important re­
s ults. h Yakiang, a vi llage 
of only 300 in n narrn\\' '"1!­
le,1-, the people fornll'rl;· ke pt 
(;0 pig-s. !'>inC'C the \' illage rs 
dre\\' up a compact, t h<·y ha,·c 
1110l'e than doubled the 1111111-

ber of pig-s anu ha\'c han·es t­
ecl rnorc than RG loa ds nf pota­
toes from nc\\' J,. openeu up 
Janel. Pl'oduclion of bean s has 
l'i scn hy ! wo ton s. 1"nr1110r/y, 
six able-bocl icd perso ns dicl no 

·.,·ork , but now they engage in 
Jll'Oductive labor. Eight fa mi­
lies have /; egun to use fertilizer 
on their fi elds, and the for­
merly filthy streets al'e clean. 
These impl'Ovements a,.e the 
r esult of the compact, \\'hieh 
!he people drew up acco1·r/ing 
to ,·i Jl age conditions and wh ich 
al so included pledges fol' hel­
ter pe rsona l sanitary habits. 

'rh c~c things ma.v ~CL-. m fri­
via l when compared \\' ith the 
g-rca t co nstl'Uclion prnjccts be­
ing- ca i-ried out in the c:r1un­
tl'y as a whole; but !he big 
pl'ojects are based upon just 
such s mall-sca le in:provcmcnts 
in producti,·e caracity. It i• 
thu s that \\'i!h nc \\' kn o\\' lcdge 
the Tibetan people arc improv­
ing their li \'cs and rccog-nize 
the ncccs~ it .v nf rcsi.<; t ing 
American aggrc~:!' i u :i and aid · 
ing Korea. 

on tlw outskirt .'i of 

fOR the workel's in the t'ar 
bordel' d istricts, condition s 

are very difficu lt. The Sikang­
Tibe!an area is ,·ast , thinly 
populated, and it s agriculture 
is l'clatively backward. Our 
government \\'orkel's t here ea t 
poor food, and to fulfi ll t hei r 
task or serv ing t he people they 
must trave l long di stances 
oreJ' high mou ntain s, ~o me vil­
lages be ing 10 da,•s ' jou rney 
from the admi ni s!ra!i\'e to\\'n. 

In Paiyci village, for ex­
ample, bes ides a gl' eat Lama 
temple. \\' e found frw dwell­
ings and no market. I asked 
a rou n,g- go,·ernmc nt worker 
ther" if he didn't fr c l Jone !,-. 
He tirmly repliccl, "To unite 
ll'ith !he people is to banish 
loneliness ." A ll th e wo rk ers 
kno\\' !hat present difficu lties 
and hal'!! ships arc tcmpora l' y 
and !hat t he area has a mag­
nifircnt future. 

\\'he n !he government \\'Ork­
ers arrived , conditions \\'l' J'£• 

murh \\'orsc and manr felt 

low-spil'ited and miserable. As 
a result of .the old "Great 
Hanism" policy and the rumors 
and sp li tting activities of the 
impel'i ali st agents, a deep gul f 
ex isted between Tibetans an d 
Hans. So in the begi nning 
t he Tibetans fl ed from the 
nc\\'comcrs. However, after 
pe rsistent and patient efforts, 
government wo 1·ke rs estab­
li shed friendly r~tion s . 

A fie" the Tibetans l'ecogn­
izcd that the:;e \\'ere a differ­
ent type uf !Ian offic ial , they 
called them "Chaseba," or 
"The Ne\\' Han." The Han­
Tibclan relationship has 
entered a new historica l phase. 
In the era c,f new China, 
through the unity of the Tibe t­
an s , Han a nd all peace- IO\'­
ing peoples of the wo rld in rc­
sis tanco to agg-rcss ion and 
stl'iving for \\'Or!d peace , these 
bleak mounta ins and high 
plateaus of Tibet \\'ill see 
l'Oad s, towns and factories , and 
a prMperous and happy life 
for the Tibetan people , 

RHEE DEMOCRACY AT WORK 

" . .. t he on ly pres identia l candidate who open ly attacked 
Ml'. Rh ee dul'ing the campaign a pparentl y had gone into 
hiding. Cho Bong Am . . had not returned to his home 
01' to hi s National Assembly offi ce. H e had po lled 800,000 
votes, the lal'gest of any s ingle losing candidate. His 
sec l'etary sa id. 'Evidently he fee ls it is safer to stay 
away.'" (UP di spatch from Seoul on August 8 fo llowing 
Syngman Rhee's election "victory" in South Korea) . 
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IPUMCEXHIBITION 
II THE • ory of the former 

who are in great demand for 
service in the most important 
government and private inst i­
tutions in China." 

Men workers may go to the 
toilet no more than twice in 
the morning and twice in the 
afternoon, each time no longer 
than five to 12 minutes. No 
smoking, eat ing or talking ex­
cept about the work to be clone 
on pain of <locking a clay's pay, 
Sewing amahs may go to toi­
let at 10 :00 a.m . a nd 3 :00 

Hocke feller-run Peking 
l:nion Medical College 

I (PUMC) , which appeared in 
your September issue, could 

I be· expanded into a valuable 

sidtration i~ given to sub­
st ituting an agricultura l or 
other program. The idea was 
dropped however becau se, as 
thev sa id "R0ckefe ll c r's name 
is .comm~nly con nected with 
medical projPcts. " · 

And as further conespond­
ence shows, many of these 
graduates had influentia l con­
nections in the Kuomintang 
right up to the top, g iving the 
Rockefeller Foundatio n a nd 
its associates all the influence 
they had dreamed about in 
1914. II book if all the evidence on the t exhibit recently held in Tien-

f 
tsin we re w1·itten up. 

It would show among other 

Iii l thir.gs how these wealthy 
fcundations cany on their 

I 
"good works" to give them-

! seh·es a stronger monopoly 
/ hold in less dc\'e loped coun-
I! I fries. 

1

;1 

1 
There is docum entary co r-

respondence from l 914 when 
Rockefeller was being interest­
ed in putting money into such 

1 a project, and included was an 
impressive list of d irecto rs fo1· 
PUMC, representing Metropoli­
tan Life, Standa1·d Vacuum, 
railway magnates and so on . 
In l 950 John F os ter Dulles 
took over as head of the 
Rockefeller Foundation Board. 

Technical standards should 
be high, t he correspondence 
says, so that graduates would 
be in great demand in govern­
mental institutions. That the 
fo unders' interest was not in 
furthering public health in 
China is documented by cor­
re8pondence in which con-
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A rather blunt statem ent of 
the Rockefeller Foundation's 
role in China was revea led in 
a letter by a State Depa rtm en t 
investiga to1., Roger Sherman 
Greene, to Dr .. John B. Crant, 
head of PUMC's 1Jepal'lnH•nt 
of Public HPnlth. He wrnte in 

To further the "Am erican 
v.•ay of life" in Ch ina, English 
n·as the only acceptab le lan­
!"llage at PUMc. One record 
shows that of 29 candidates 
for nursing school a ll but 11 
were elimina ted, mostly fo r 
English deficiency. On pati­
Pnts' r eco rds a nd all reports 
even Ch inese terms a re spell­
ed out in English. 

p 111 . and no other time. 
Women nurses to be employed 
on ly on co ndition they promise 
11 ot to marry until after their 
contract expired. 

As a dietician, I was particu­
larly interested in the experi­
ments of phys iolog ical chemist 
William Adolph who did a lot 
of writing on "nutrition." He 
sa id tha t famines made people 
available en masse as experi- 1 

mental subjects. He used these / 
victims to see how little a 

1 human being had to eat to I 

stay alive. Then he ma de I 
them exercise and wo1·k and 
noted how rapidly they became I 
emaciated. All this he notes 

J 9.1 1: "To my mind, it i' co n­
ce ivab le that a milli on dollars 
spent in supporting the uni. 
versities would bring more 
real political s t1 ·en.~th to the 
government than t\\ ic ·c that 
sum spent for the 11 1ain tf'nance 
of a militarv force "hich 
might C'as ily .become di s loyal 
at any moment. " 

fn 1946 th e foundation sent 
a commission to in vC's tigal C' the 
results of the money they had 
put into PUM:C. The commis. 
s ion reported, " With only 500 
gradua tes (350 doctors and 
178 nurses) and some 3, 000 
who have clone pos t-graduate 
study, its influence in the hi s­
tory of Chinese medicine is 
remarkable." This is "through 
the work of its best graduates 

There's a letter from Eli 
Lilly thanking the PUMC 
Pharmacist, Reed, for selling 
out the Chinese grass "ma­
f. uang" from which ephedrine 
is p1·ocluced. In quick succes­
sion other drug houses such 
as Bunoughs - Wellcombe, 
Parke-Davis, etc. followed up 
on th is. 

Th e "Workers' Regulations" 
formu lated by Elizabeth Hurst 
are fit for a curio shop. Ima­
!ine this: "Workers go off 
duty with hands down." Pun­
~hrnent for eating garlic, leek, 
rte. is docking a day's pay, 

down in a big book he pub- I/ lished. 

Strangely enough the "nutri­
tion" texts published in Chin­
CSf· advocate the use of white 
rice and white flour, which 
their experiments proved as 
the cause of the debilitating 
bcri-beri. What science ! 

BETTY CHANDLER CHANG 
Tientsin 
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Letter from Kunming 
·------- Chang Shu-I------_, 

A WALK t hrough the s treets 
of Kunming is a constant 

reminder of th e ma ny changes 
which have taken place in thi s 
capita l of Yunnan province 
s ince liberation. No longer the 
strong hold of feudal landlords, 
grasping Ku omi ntang offic ial s 
and a ha ndful of haug-hty fo r­
eigners, Kunming is fast be­
coming a new city. 

The main thoroughfa1·es 
have been r esurfaced from one 
end to the oth er and the buses 
ninning smoo thly o\·er them 
no longer leave grea t clouds 
of dust in the ir wake. Streets 
and narrow all e,•s ha,·e been 
repaired a nd are 2dc~uatel y 
lit at night for the firs t time. 
On summer nig hts it is a com­
mon s ight to see children 
da ncing the yan{fko a nd prac­
ticing si ngi ng un cle;· t he lig hts . 

The New Market Square 
has been thoroughly renovated. 
In the old days th e ra in y sea­
son turned it in to a filthy 
swamp, bringing all bus iness 
to a halt. Las t autumn all thi s 
was ended as a r esult of a 
prope r cons t ruction job, and 
bus iness is now carr ied on 
here a ll year a rou nd. Many 
new shops ha ve opened . 

imagi ne the extent to which 
public works were run down 
unde r t he KMT poli cy of doi ng 
nothing. Like every other city 
in new Ch ina, the contrast 
between new and old Kunming 
is like day and night. A letter 
to a newspaper from a gi rl 
worker in a cotton mill com­
menting on the cons t1 uction of 
public lavatories th roug hout 
the city speaks volumes : " In 
t he KMT days , the,.e w:is not 
even a li ttle co rn er for us girls 
to answer nature's ca ll and we 
often s tayed home un less it 
was abso l ute ! ~' ncce<;sary to go 
out. Th e people's gove rnment 
is really doing i ts leve l best 
for the people . 

Last October, the Kun ming 
Peop le's Hospital and the 
Workers' Hospital opened their 
doo~s to the city 's workers. 
At the same time there has 
been a great deal of construc­
tion work on dormito1·ies and 
a thletic grounds for workers. 
The city government is plan­
ning to build a large worke rs' 
sani to rium on the lakeside at 
th e foot of the Western Hill s. 

It is difficul t for peo ple to 

As a service to the pu blic 
the Kunming broadcasting 
station has insta lled loud 

V. speakers throughout the city 
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so that the people can li sten 
to daily programs. Broad­
casting ti me has been leng-
thened and loca l Yunna n 
dialect, which is com mon 
among the majority of Kun­
ming's r esiden ts, is ofte n used. 
Early every morn ing wo1·kers 
and s tudents can be seen doing 
theil' "dai ly dozen," to the 
accompan iment of mu sic pro­
vided over the radio s tat ion's 
loudspeaker sys tem. Late in 
the a ftcl' noon there is a broad­
cast of popular songs. Evcl'y­
one pays close attention a nd 
peddlers and shoe-shi ne boys 
are g reat devotees o f th is pro­
gram. 

In t he old da,•s only hig h 
officials and fo r eigne rs, mos tly 
miss ionaries, Wel'c pl'ivil eged 
to vis it the radio s tat ion. Now, 
cullul'a ) wo1·ke1·s, stud ents , 
army men, and nat ional min or­
ity groups from the nearby 
mounta in l'egions often give 
specia l pl'ograms over the a il'. 

Q NE of new Ch ina's most 
pl'cc ious clements is i ts 

chilcl1·en, and g 1·eat emphas is 
is placed on their 
care a nd bri nging 
up. Particu lar ca re 
is bt•i ng g ive n lo 
th e ch ildl'en of th e 
one- time Fre nch 
Catho li c orphanage 
here wh ich was 
taken over by the 
govel'nme nt la st 

December after it was dis­
covered that hundreds of 
orphans had died over a num­
ber of years as a result of 
improper food , poor sa nitary 
condi t ions and harsh tl'eat­
ment. 

At th e time of its take-over, 
go,·crnment workers fo und 
tha t half the orphans (about 
~5 ) were underno uri shed and 
s uffe ri ng from respiratory 
diseases. A clinic was im­
mediately se t up to ha ndl e 
t hese s ick and emaciated child­
l'cn. 

The ir di e t con s ists of pork 
:::nd bee f, eggs , milk and frui•, 
<t i! unh 0a 1·d nf bcfo1·c. 

Wh en the s is•ers ran 
the orphanage the inmalcs , 
whose agl's ranged from eig ht 
to 18, s lep t in a g loomy room 
with h1·oke n w"indows a nd 
peeling wal ls . Man i• had to 
do uble up as there. were not 
enou.1d1 beds. Today, they ha ve 
moved upstai rs lo the we ll 
appointed and ve ntilated 
rnoms fo 1·111e1· Jy rese rved fo 1· 
the s isters. Ea ch child now 
has a bed of his own. Before 
they used to have to clean up 

j 

I 
i . 



for th e sisters and_ do the ir 
laundry. Now, attendants do 
t he chi ld1·en 's laund1-y. 

The s is ters kept th,• child ­
ren c·omp/etely cut off from 
the outside world. Mos t of 
th em didn 't evt•n kno\\' their 
f ull names or \\'hat countrv 
they li l'ed in . Their only reaci. 
ing material was lh<• Ilible, 
and French Was lhe lan i:- ua .i:-e 
lo be used \\'hen la/king lo the 
s is ters. 

Th e net r esu lt of thi s "train­
ing" was to lurn out a g1·oup 
of eccentric and t imid child-
1·en. In th e. ti l'st phase of th e 
take-over, the children wou ld 
generally run away from any 
stranger. When they we re first 
taken outside they would be-
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come frightened by such things 
as an auto or a horse. All this 
has changed and today's 
visitor to th e orphanage is 
immediately Slll'l'Oundcd by 
inquis iti ve chi ld ren . 

n eg imentation is a word 
rnre/ess ly flung around by the 
enemies of new China, the 
ones whose own regimen ta tion 
lried to make Chinese chi ldren 
intn na1·1·ow-minded, frigh­
tened 1·eplicas of themselves. 
Despite a ll the fin e ph ra scs of 
the masters of' the orphanage, 

tion days. Time for firing 
each furnace has been cut on 
the a vcrage from 50 to 20 
hou1·s. Howeve r, Doong'

5 
prin­

cipal achievement took place 
wh en he led hi s group in 
repairing a furnace with the 
temperature at 1,.3 00 degr ees 
Centigrade. 

Doo ng's group went to 
work. EquippprJ with special 
gloves made of hemp and rub­
ber and saturated with water, 
Doong and two members of hi s 
g roup clipped in to the 1,300 
deg1·ee /1 ea t uf the furnace 
l'. nd 111adc repai rs. They were 
on ly ab le lo keep th eir hands 
i1•s idc in intervals of a few 
st·conds. Ti111c and aga in their 
g/ol'cs caught fire an'd had to 
be dipred into co ld water . 
Wo1·king this way for nearly 
2(l minutes , the job was finall y 
ca rri ed out sur·cessfu lly and 
all the loose lireb1·i.•ks were 
repai red. Not only ll'as the 
immediate dange r to the fur­
r.nce eliminated but the l ife of 
the furna ce was prolonged by 
the rcpai1· job. 

the place reeked of imp,,rial­
ism an d co lon ial ideas. Chi l­
dren's minds a rc pliablt· and 
the se lf-imposed molders of 
tl1csc minds, who would only 
speak in a fo 1·e ig n language, 
11·ere agents of imperialism no 
matter what th e ir rrnrh. 

O OONG Fu -shcng- is a 11·ork-
e 1· \\' ho has becom,. a plant 

manage1" While he is on/•· one 
of the many facto ry "''"rkers 
who hal'c spu1Tcd the nalion­
wide p1·oduclion dri1·<'. his 

s lo1"1· has se rved lo s tir the 
worker~ of Kunming'. 

Dc;o ni:-'s group in th e 1\un­
mini:- Electrica l Works, since 
March l%J , has come up \\'ith 
24 innova lion s which have im­
proved the fa ctory's r0ver­
bera to1·y fuma ce installat ion. 
Up to 111id-1052 the group had 
s ucceeded in breaking J J re­
cords and inc1·eas ing produc­
tion to twice that of prc-l iber'1-
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In Apri l 1051 , at the height 
of the nation-wide an ti -US 
aggress ion, aid Korea move­
ment, the fir ebricks in th e No. 
I furnace in lhc forge bcean1e 
loose. In order to keep on 
fori<1n;.:, Doong's g1·oup pled­
ged to ca rry out r epa i1· wo r k 
at oncc. The men worked out 
a method of applying firebrick 
powder while the furnace was 
in operation. Des rit c the high 
temperature of the furnace 
Doong, as g rour lea der climb_' 
ea on top, set up the s~alfold. 
ing a nd began re-
placing the fallen 
bricks. Hnrd/y had 
he installed two 01· 
three than the scaf. 
folding boa rd began 
~ burn . The tempera­
ture was so inte nse 
that. it a ffec ted even 
those who were pasg_ 
ing the bricks up to 
him. 

As soon as these 
repa irs had been made 
the firebricks in the 
mouth of the furnace 
became loose and the 
furnace began spout. 
mg flames. Once again 

In 1D5I, on May Day, Doong 
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was elected a Ja bo1· hero by hi s 
factory. In Aug-u • l he was 
elec terl rcprc· S<·n tative to the 
<'i f) c• .i1cil and las t October 
I , representing- the worker• of 
Yunnan, Doong- utLend cd the 
Nationa l Duy eelcbrution in 
Peking-. Wh en Jw returned 
from the capita l he was ap ­
pointed ehii·f' dil'l·dor o r the 
wo rk shop, a nd t hi ~ year lH• 
was made ~ ub-mana g-t ·r o f lhl• 
ructory. 
Doon r~ Fu-shcng-'s accom-

pli shmen ts as leade r of hi ~ 
fatlo ry group have won him 
a place in the hea rts o f Kun ­
ming's worke rs. Th• i~ an 
exa mpl e o f new· China's work­
er. wh o know that fo r the 
first li me lhc•v have n rc·u l 
s lake in produ~ti o n. 

LIKE the wo rkers in th l' ei t y, 
h: unmin.I{·~ su burban farm ­

ers - a nd, for t hat malte 1· 
far mers throughout t he pro­
vince--hm·c· hcg-u n th e jn h o r 
r<·mnking- natun" 

Both drou g' ht und fl rlfl< i w ill 
be unknow n, and a co ns ide rable 
urea of fo r nwrly unirri ga eel 
field s have ht•<'n s uppli ed w ith 
water. Th e peop lL,.s g'Ovr rn ­
ment furni shed the leade rs h ip 
and the "kn ow how" for t he 
work , and much o f it w"s made 
poss ible Ly lban s fl'O m the 
People's Bank. 

After t he re-
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ceil'ed their own land in the 
land rel:o1·m movement, their 
productive ene rgy and enthu­
s iasm has increased markedly. 

They s till had man y " 'Jlcr­
sl itious belie fs and practices 
to ovcrco mr, however. Se mi­
arid upland plots had alway" 
been ea ll t! d " (: od's Fi,.lds," and 
they we1e le f't to he \\' at e re<l 
;.1:-; tht• w him of hcavl·n cl i rcct­
«i . But durin g' th e 't ru i:gle 
agai nst rcwlali sm, th e pc :t ~n nts 

1111rn ed t hat t he r~a l <·a us!' of 
their po\'t·rt y was la11 dl ord ex. 
pl11 ilatio11, not the animosity 
"f sr irits. Th e refo r(', they 
havt· rid tlu•msclves of the 

itica uf dl'Jll' rir linJ,.!" upon th e 
g-1 1ds for a li vin g-. and arc 
lt; rn i n ~ st•m i-a rid land into 
irr igutC'd ril' C fi elds. 

Virtually t.h e w ho le pi·asnnl 
p1. pulation t11ok part in some 
phase of lh l· var ious co nscr­
\'Hncy l'nnstrutt io n ta sks, wi th 
t hL· a t til ud C' that thev ha ve 
l·et·omt• l hC'ir ow n mas t~· r s and 
s u"h work is fo r t Ill' hf' tll'til of 
a ll. 

In C hu Chini:. a 70-v<•ar­
o ld woman partic ipated i1; the 
\\o rk of r e pai rin g th e river 
(• 111l>an kment. " Fo r LhC' first 
lime in my lift'," she said, "I 
hhvc sl·en a g-uo cl g-overnnwnt. 
Although I 'm too o ld Le• ha ve 
n:uc h he nc tit fro m thi s wo1·k, 
st ill 1'111 wo rking- fo r the g-ood 
of the eomi11g- generation." 

China Monthly Review 

SZECHUEN CHRISTIANS 

BUILD A NEW CHURCH 

NI NETEE:"J fift y-on<' mark -
ed a ne w epoC" h 111 th e Pro­

testant chu rches in Szee hue n 
province. lla \'in g' e 111k d tll<'ir 
dependence on fore ign su b­
sid ies, Szcchucn's Chinl·sc 
Christians now ear ry on al l 
church work o n a sel f-surporl­
ing' has is. They lw vc ex posed 
and <'1i nii natcd th e im!1c·rialist 
int !ul'nl'CS which eon troll cd 
their churches. 

The Chin ese C'hr is ti a ns in 
Szl'eh uen des ired to build an 
indii:e nous chu rch nearly two 
decades ag-t1, a nd their des ire 
was hi g'hlig'h ted in u "five­
yrar mPvc m<' nt " w hit h aimed 
al g'radua ll y putting' the 
ch urf' h inlu t he hand s of thei r 
Chi11ese me mbers fo r adm inis­
t ration. But under the sup­
pre!-is inn of foreign mi ssion ­
Rl'ics who wo rked w ith reac-

CHANG .JEN-KAI is pastor 
of 1he B ;a ptist Church in lpin, 
S1cchucn province. He is a 
graduate of West Ch ina Union 
lJnivcniry and the Nanking 
Th ooloi;ical Scminary.-Editor. 
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CHANG JEN-KAI 

ti onary Chinese ott'c ia ls and 
landl ord ' all their e ff o r ts were 
in va in . During- the pa8t 20 
yea r s, th e foreign m iss ionaries 
d"minat ed all t he churches in 
Szt•c hue n . 

.\ fl Pr li l1 c ration , a real indi­
g-t ·no us church carn c into be­
ing'. l n early l !lfi t , a Three­
Se lf (self-govt·rning' , self-sup­
port ing' an d se lf- prnpag-ation) 
!{dorm Mo\'e m<·nl s tarted in 
Szec huc n and practically a ll 
the churC"h ""c:anizatio11 s in the 
prnvince s ig-ned the Prntesta nl 
ltdorm Ma ni festo. Many 
churches held accusation meet­
ing's at whic h t he reacti onary 
activities of agents and spokes­
men for impe ri a lism who h id 
under the cloak of re ligion 
we re exposed. 

For in,tance, the Bi•hop of 
the Methodi s t Chu rch in 
C he ng-t u, Chen Wen-yuan was 
devotio na l advi so r lo Chiang 
Ka i-she k. a nd at one time was 
de::in of the Ku omintang's 
Youth League in Wuhan and a 
delegate Lo t he National Re­
presentatives' Conference in 
Nanking, the Kuomintang's 
capital. Under hi s relig ious 
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guise, he was active in espion­
age activities. 

During t he reform move-
111 • 1t, a part of the church 
members ca me fo rward to 
make a clean breast of the ir 
unhealthy a ttitude toward 
Chri stia ni ty. For in stance, 
some Christi a ns a dmitted tha t 
o rigina ll ~· the ir chief motive in 
becoming a Chri sti a n was to 
get ac<J ua in ted wi th so me fo r­
e ign m i '5 io n a r ie~. hop ing that 
with the ir recom mendations 
they might get a good job in 
some mission inst itution. Prac­
tically all the Chinese Christ­
ians in Szechue n pledged to 
e radica te the remna nts of im­
peri a listi c influence on t he ir 
thi nking. 

One of the chief cha nges in 
Szechuen 's churches si nce liber-
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ation has been the elimination 
of the narrow seeretarianism 
of church members of different 
denominations, which was fos­
tc>red before by the foreign 
missionaries in order to facili ­
ta te their control. Although 
the s ix different Protestant 
de nominations, namely, China 
Iuland Mission, Church of 
Chist in China, Ang lican 
Church, Ba ptist Church, 
i\lcthodb t Church and Fr iends' 
House, still continue a s ind e­
pende nt in stitutions ~ n Sze. 
chuen, a new, coo perati ve and 
fri endly a t mospher e p revail s. 

Having r eali zed the import­
an r:e of unity, for insta nce. t he 
members of the Chin a I nland 
Miss ion and the Bap ti st Chu rch 
ir, the city of Ipin now wor­
d1ip togethe r . When the 

ch u r ches 
were in the 
hands o f 
mi :::. s ionar· 
ies the mem­
ber s of these 
two church­
es cou l d 
never have 
l:i eld joint 
services. In 
so me other 
cities like 
Lu c h ow 

Off to the 
fields. 

China Monthly Review 

and Kiating, the Christians 
have even organized a r eligi­
ous union which takes in all 
church members irrespective 
of their denominations. 

With the it· cc>ns tant study on 
current affa irs, the political 
unde rstanding of Szechuen's 
Ch r istians has ri sen tu a new 
high. They are ' haring in the 
genera l >urge of patrioti sm, 
and participating in all the 
patrint ic acti vities, such as the 
Res i' l Ameri ca an d Aicl Korea 
mo\"·' 1nen t, the drive fo r donat­
ing hea··:y ef] uipment to th e 
People 's Voluntee rs in Korea, 
f\c. During the donation cam­
paign. the biggest dona tor was 
the Churr.h of Christ in China 
in Chengtu which contribut­
ed ¥ 100,000 ,000 in ca sh. 

To help the government up­
root the centuries-old feudal 
land sys tem, nearly all Christ­
ian leaders, students and reli­
gious workers in Szechuen 
took pa r t in land reform. 

The US bacteriological war­
fare has further awakened the 
Chinese Chri stians in Sze­
cl.uen. In March of thi s year, 
the Christians in Chengtu, 
capital of Szechuen, held a 
meeting in the church of Shu 
Wa Kai and passed a resolu­
ti on strcngl y protesting A mer­
ita '• latest inhuma n crime. In 
addition, they made a furth er 
g;·eat contribution to the vol­
unteer s, including cash, gold, 
sih·er dollars and other valu­
able articles. 

October 1952 

Szechuen's Protestant chur­
ches have drawn up their 
pa triotic compacts. Generally 
thE compacts inr.lude six main 
points: 

1) To sever their relation­
ship with imperialism, wipe 
out the final trace of imper­
ia li sti c influences anrl success­
fully r.arry out the Three-Self 
Reform Movement ; 

2) To eradicate the thought 
of blindl y worshipping Amer­
ica, spread the true spirit of 
Chdstianity and render real 
se rvice to the people; 

3 ) To respond to every call 
of the people and participate 
in a ll patriotic campaigns ; 

4) To help the people in the 
task of suppressing counter­
revolutionaries ; 

5) To give full support of 
the government's various poli­
cies, such as land reform, etc; 

6) To support the Stock­
holm P eace Appeal and take an 
a ctive part in the movement 
for world peace. 

Today, like many other 
places in the country, all the 
churches in Szechuen display 
the national flag either inside 
or outside the church build­
ings. This change, though 
small , is of high significance, 
because such a thing could 
never have ta ken place in the 
past when the church was do­
minated by the foreign mis­
sionaries who, while themselves 
supporting-wittingly or un. 
wittingly-the political status 
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quo, declared that religion 
should be separated from poli ­
tics. However, this does not 
mean go,·ernment interference 
iu church a ffair' . but demon ­
strates that the church, ha,;ng 
teen taken o,·er from the mis­
sionaries, belongs to the Chin­
ese people. 

Since their refusal to accept 
'.'unds from abroad , all church­
es in Szechu cn have become 
self-supporting. To cope with 
the problem of 'elf-support, 
some churches re nted c. ut their 
surpJ u, houses and other 
buildings, in a dd iti on to cut ­
ting down u n nece~:-a ry ex pen­
ses and r educing the nu mbe r 

of workers . F or those churches 
fac ing real financial troubles, 
the go,·ernment waived taxes 
on land and church buildings. 
Of cou"e, income-earn ing 
prc. perty was not given tax 
exemption. 

During the present program 
c. f large-scale nationa l reco n­
;,truction, the government is in 
gTeat need of large bu ilding>. 
The people's go,·ernment in 
S1cchuen has taken over sev­
eral ch ur ch buildings located 
rm t he main bu oiness thornugh. 
fa re~ o r important _i11 11('t inn;: . 
a nd in e xchange. the chu rch 
1 cceind bui ldings with the 
rn me capacity a nd of equal 
\·a lue. For instance, one f r1 r­
r.,e r Ch urch 0f Christ in China 
cha pel was turned into a peo­
J•k'o bank and a Bapti>t 
Church in Ipin is now U>ed as 
a go \·ernment offic (" In all 
rnc h ca.,es exchange is rl e:prnd ­
cn t upon the co nse nt uf t he 
)la ri , hi c. ner, . Reports abroad 
r, f "confi >ca t ion" of churches 
no doubt <tern ;n larj?e meas· 
u1 c· from ga r bled or cli , tor:ed 
accounts of ' uch exchange 
ti a n:-: acti on:-: . 

Szcchuen's Chr istian ' a re 
united more close!,· th a n ewr 
with one goal i~ mind-to 
build a new and truh· Chine,. 
ch urch. And, like th ~ ir feli o-.1· 
co untr,-men, they are acti1·el y 
rarticina ting in the many huge 
co n, truction proj ec ts ":hic h 
ha,-e become a feature of t he 
new China. 

* 
Scenes in Sze ch uen. 

BOOKS OF INTEREST 
SHANGHAI CONSPIRAC Y, 

The Sorge Spy Ring, by Major­
Gmera/ Charles A. Willoughby, 
published by E. P. Du110,, & 
Co., Inc., i\/ew York City, 1912. 
Pages JIJ. P rice SJ -7!· R e­
viewed by R . B . 

Q B'l'"IOUSLY )!aj a r -Genera l 
Willoughby wants t o fright­

en t he American people and 
thus give a fillip to the cold 
wa r hysteria which had begun 
t' fl ag in 1952. T hi s hys teria, 
the pu blic leaders say, mu st 
be a rtificial!,· stim ulated , if 
r.ecr! be , so that the people are 
ke pt in a "late of ten sion. 
''Shanghai Conspiracy" is one 
of t he weapons of p>'ycholoi<i ­
ca l \\·arfare ai med at th e 
American people by the Unit­
ed States Arm ;· in the cold 
~·a r which it i' de termin ed to 
pe1 petuate. 

Fa r from fr ightening hi s 
readers into such a state of 
ni i~ d that ""one begins to won­
dEr ,.,,·horn o ne can tru s t " 
I page 23 ). ~! aj a r-G eneral 
\\"illoughby "ucceeds in ' timll ­
la ting hi s readers to ponder 
the role of l"S I ntelligence. 
Si nce MacArthur' s Chief of 
Intelligence chronicles in such 
deta il the methods anJ tech ­
niques of a so-called spy ring 
-and that with apparent ad­
mirat ion--<:an it be that these 
rnme methods are now being 
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t> '!;d by the United States gov­
ernment and armed forces in 
t heir espionage work through­
r, ut the world? 

Wi lloughby's revelations of a 
"'-called So·.-iet spy ring oper­
ating from 1931-1950 be­
tween Moscow, Shanghai, 
Tr kyo. San Francisco and 
'.\"e w Yc. rk ha,·e fa lkn flat, and 
fa r from the )!ajor-Ge neral's 
or iginal intentions, he has in­
>'tead exposed the espionage 
method s of hi s ow n govern­
me nt. 

AS the story progressEs. this 
reviewer found many ques­

tions aris ing which cast dou bt 
on the basic material in the 
book. Dr. Richard Sorge, nam­
ed by Major-General Willough­
by as the arch conspirator, i;; 
pictured as well read, keen , 
alert, scholarly. brilliant, skill­
fu l, masterful. a stute, careful, 
di sciplined, discreet-a man 
who e\·en under the influence 
of liquor "never betrayed 
himself." Yet at the end of 
his life. this discip lined super­
spy, according to Willoughby, 
wrote out his memoirs in very 
great detail, giving evidence 
incriminatiPg scores of men 
and women who helped h im, 
<.nd revealing the espionage 
methods of the So,iet Unio n, 
t he very country to which Dr. 
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Sorge is supposed to have been 
intensely loyal to hi s dying 
day. This confession is com­
plete! >" inconsistent with the 
kind of astute, disc iplined per­
son the Major-General de­
scribes. 

That Willoughb y cites r e­
ports from the notorious 
Japanese secr e t poli ce a s 
authoritative evidence ha rdly 
raises the prestige of the 
a uthor· in most r eader s' eyes, 
for the Ameri ca n people, in­
cluding th e Major-Genera l 
himself, are not unaware of 
the way th e Japanese police 
went- abou t securing "confes­
sions" from t hose unfortun­
ates who became their pr i­
soners. 

The reader gets the impres­
s ion that the author co llected 
a few bits of informati on and 
then proceeded to weave a tale 
of fiction to frighten the 
American public. 

Th is atmos phere of fict ion is 
heightened by t he technique, 
all too prevalen tl y used when 
tl:e goal is to incite hyste r ia, 
of givi ng inaccurate detail s 
and dates which cannot be 
verified by most of the readers, 
of slandering the good name 
of persons who arc in no pos i­
tion to reply, of casting slurs 
on others in no way connected 
with the tale, of resorting to 
insinuation to undermine veri­
fiable data , of us ing the "guilt 
by association" technique. 
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THE timing of the publica. 
tion of "Shanghai Conspir­

acy" is not without signific­
a nce. From the record in the 
bcok itself (page 124) , the 
r eader learn s t hat seven mem­
bers of t he so-ca lled spy ring 
di ed in 1944 and 19 45 - and 
Agnes Smedley, another vic­
tim of t he s py accusation , died 
in 1950. These victims can­
not possibly rise to defend 
t he ir charac ter and the ir loya l­
ty In fact, Miss Smedley, 
when she was accused by the 
l!S Army in 1949 as a "Soviet 
spy," based on Major-G eneral 
Willoughby's intelligence "·ork 
in Japan, promptly deni ed the 
cha rge an rl was given clea r­
ance by the US Army, 

T o the thoughtful render it 
quickly beco mes apparent that 
.. Shanghai Con~piracy" was 
published at a time and for 
the purpose of giving a boost 
to the waning pub li c support 
of the cold war and particu-
1 ~. i·ly to cause rli st rus t of the 
Soviet Un ion . The net result, 
a' far a s this r ev iewer is con. 
cerncd, is to turn the accu,ing 
finger on the US instead. 

A final note about the 
"uthor. Born a German 
ari stocrat, the son of a Frei­
lo err von Tscheppe-W ciden­
bach, Will oughby became nat . 
urnli zed at the age of IO \\'hen 
b· took hi s mother's name. 
He served as Genera l Mac­
Arthur's Chief of Intelligence 
from 19-11-51. · 
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I --------·----------·-----
/Report to Readers 
I 
I 

I ROBERT T . BRYA N, a long-time Ameri can r esident of 
J Shanghai who was recently deported by the authorities 
J after do ing some time in a loca l jail, has added hi s bit to t he 
already ex tens ive mythology of new China Le ing built up so 
assiduous ly by the W es tern press. Beginning as a brief s ta te­
ment to reporters upon hi s arriva l in Hongkong, it has grown 
in the course of seve r a l more interviews in Hongkong and San 
Francisco ·until it is now close to being ready for market a s a 
lull-length fiction thriller. 

Like most other fo reign deportees who have been given the 
official boot after facing cr iminal charges, Bryan claims that 
he was a s innocent a s a new bq,rn babe a nd that t he Chinese 
authorities are a bunch of so-and·so's. 

Like mos t-the s pies and swindlers, the counterfeiters and 
forgers, the blackma rketeers and smugglers (who fo und no 
difficu lty in opera ting under Chiang Kai·s hek's bribe-hung ry 
Kuomintang a nd whose undoing was their own stubborn re­
fusal to believe that a new day has dawned in thi s country) ­
Bryan rep udiated all statements made to the Shanghai police. 
This standard procedure for American depor tees us ually takes 
place within a day or two of thei r arrival in Hongkong and 
after "cons ultation" with the American Consul-General. 

And like the others, Bryan ha d a handy "explantation" of 
why he pleaded g uilty. But it is here that Bryan separates 
himself from the ordinary run of fore ign adventurers kicked 
out of China since li beration. 

Arm-twistings and beati ngs may have worked on lesser men, 
Bryan informs us, but he was ( we have hi s word fo r it) made 
of sterner stuff a nd so hi s jailer s dec ided that some· 
thing special was needed. One day, he says, they blindfolded 
him, threw him face down on a table a nd stuck a needle into 
his sp ine and pumped him full of " true word medicine." After 
!his it was duck soup fo r hi s questioners , the "true words" just 
rolled out. 

His performance 
jailers dec ided to try 

was apparently so sati sfactory that his 
it aga in and, Bryan says, after a second 

------~~------~----~ 
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eporl lo eauers . traction of a millimeter. Such pottery machines, many. of h t h t 
•t· · rhi.ch ai·e qui·te coi11pl1cated a 11d involve a n_umbe_r of moving s o e wro e a en ic1sm of the American State Department- I 

an assignment which, as Tom McEwen of the Vancouver ll!'ls, have given a great boos t to the chen11cal industry and ! 
Pacific T1·ib1111 e has pointed out. should not be difficult for an ~ laboratory research where metal too ls are unusable or short-

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

intelligent man, with or without benefit of medi ci na l s timulants. ired because of their susceptibility to co rros io_n.. . . I 
It is imposs ible to go through suc h a n exh1b1t1on without 

wou ld go 1n g1vrng s pace to such absurdities a s old lawyer- 5ome of t he inventions and tool 1mproYements were so logical 
fOR a while :ve used to wonder jus t how fa r the \\"cstern press pining a new res pect fo r the ord inar y working man and woma n. I 
of-fortune Bryan and hi s "true word" miracle medicine. Ap· and seemingly so s imple that you ca n't help wonderi ng wh y 
parently s uch speculation was wasted effort from the beginning, IJllleone didn 't think of them before. On second thoug ht, you 
for not on ly do America n editors seem quite p1·epared to pass realize that the reason is that befo re there was no particula r 
off fairy tales as news. but see no contradiction in running a reason to th ink of such things, that it is only si nce hberabon I 
other days r eport that half the people of China arc dying be· >ith the quantity and quality of their output. . 
Chinese "wonder drug" s tory on the same pages that on ihat the workers have acquired a Yested rnterest Ill 1mpronng I 
cause thP "Communists" arc so backward that they can't even Many of the inventions are based on a rather high leYel of 
make iodine or aspirin tablets . •eoretica l knowledge and once again you can only marvel at 

[, AS_T week we stopped Ly the downtown Workers' Cl ub-a 
big triangular bu1ldmg occupying an entire block-to look 

at the current exhibition of in ventions made by Shanghai work­
ers in recent months. \'ihile we didn 't see any bottles of ''true 
word " med icin e, we did see sorne mighty impre~~in? things. 

The exh ibits ranged from sma ll-but often radi cal-improve­
ments of too ls all the way up to quite complicated inventions. 
There were improved wire and cab le st retchers, cigal'ette rolling 
machines, an ingenious system for handling deep se:i fishing 
nets, a method for prolonging the life of grain milling- rollers 
several times, a wide va1·iety of factory safety de,·ice:< . a whole 
new process c.f preparing pigskin which makes possible its mass 
production at r easonable p1·ices. 

There were a number of major inYentions dealing with 
communications, such as a radically new trpe of antenna which 
brings into questio n some of the CUl'rent theories of wireless 
transmission. 

One of the mos t impressive exhibits was of industrial pot· 
tery. China 's ceram ics craftsmen, long world-famou:< for their 
art objects and chinawa re, have turned their attention to in · 
dust ry a nd the resu lts a re quite remarka ble. The skill ed hands 
which formerly left not a hair out of place on priceless por· 
celain figures, now turn out a wide range of perfectly glazed 

•e Chinese worker's talents which ha ve been latent and unused I 
ior so long. l 

Abo,·e all, we were impressed by the obvious fact that such 
irogress could neve r have been made in the old dog--eat·dog 
<ei ty, that it is possible only in a new socie ty wi th a new set 
of values, in which the working men and women have a real I 
!lake. I 

OUR latest copy of the Auslralirrn Nc1cs-Rcriciv gives some I 
interesting figures on the number of bookstores_ per c_ap1 ta 

in Australia Britain and the United States. Readrng this we 1 
•ondered h~w China would rank with these hig hly literate ! I 
Western countries. Figures for the whole country not berng 
readily available, we had to settle for Shanghai which, a s the 
!!lion's largest metropolitan area, may be above 1.verage al­
iliough the situation here will be pretty much reflected through · I 
cat the country. . . 

In Au~rali a there is one bookstore to every 14 ,000 rnhab1t-
1nts, in Britain one to eYery 30,000 and in t he United States 
~e average is one to every 160,000 people. S hanghai has 34~ 
major booksto res which works out to approximately_ one foi 
every 16,000 people. Even if we figure that Shanghai is _tw i~e 
as well off for bookstores as the r est of the country, which it 
proba bly isn't on the average, China would s till r a nk somewhere 
in the neighborhood Qf Britain. ·-------·-------, .. _____________ .._ ______________ _ 
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Report lo Readers . . . 
This is rather remarkable when one considers th at for as 

long as most people can remember China has regularly been 
pretty close to the bottom on lists of such things as books pub· 
lished, libraries and schools establi shed, etc. This jump from 
the bottom into the hig her brackets has been accompli shed in 
no more than three years and is another of the "mirncles" 
which so many of China's old-timers often speak of. 

But this is on ly part of the sto ry. In addition to the re­
gular books tores, there is a huge network of traveling book­
stores and libraries, newspaper reading circles and s tudy groups 
which covers the country from one end to the other, penetrating 
into every little backwoods village a nd into every narrow city 
lane or all ey wa y. 

No matter where you turn , there is evidence that China is 
experiencing a r eal cultural rena issance comparable tu nothing 
in its past hi story. IL can be seen daily in the crowded book· 
sto res, in the people lining up for an hour before Shanghai 's 
new 900,000-volume na tiona l li bra r y opens in the mornings, 
in the inevitable fountain pen and pocket notebook which even 
farm ers and workers arc carrying these cl ays. Three years ago 
some 80 percent of the populace was illiterate and large ly un­
informed. Today all arc in fo rmed and tomorrow all wi ll be 
literate. 

QUR last bit of "intelligence" is that the R cview'slwo·man-
and-one-woman edi torial staff is going on vacati on. For 

near ly four years we've skipped the vacat io n season sincr with 
all three of us on deck we still find it well nigh imposs ible to 
keep up with things. 

We've finally decided that the only way "us irrcplacables" 
can be replaced is to shut up shop for a month , so your next 
Review will be a combined November-December issue. 

Our vacation plan" have not even reached the scushore­
versus-mountains stage yet, since we estimate that it wi ll take 
about two more weeks to answer a ll the long- unanswered mail, 
go through the half-fini shed articles lying on the editors' desks 
and once again resolve firm ly to get to work on them "tomorrow" 
and , finally, to start the lino men to work on the Novembe1·· 
December issue, which will be somewhat fatter than usual. 
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