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LETTERS 
From the People 
Comments from renders on current 

topics are cordially inv iteJ: their 
opinions, however, do not necessaril y 
r e present the views o f the Clt ina 
Monthl11 Re tJ icw. 

ADMIRATION 
To the Editoro 

Hundreds of foreign trade union 
delega tes from a ll parts 01 the world 
visited China recently on t he invi tation 
of the All China Federat ion of Labor, 
and they were deep ly moved by the 
tremendous progress we have achieved 
since liberation. 

The delegates made many s~ate · 

ments during the ir stay in Pek ing 
T. Wrig ht , head of the Australian de­
legation, gave a speech over Radio 
Peking on May 11. He said in his 
conclusion: 

" In our own country, Australia, t he 
requirements of t he national budget 
with its emphasis on exoenditure for 
war preparations, have led to a drastic 
curtailment of public works, housing, 

education and other needs of the 
people . We were pleased l herefore to 
note that in people's Ch in:i there is 

111tcnsive build ing ac tivity to be seen 
everywhere." 

His speech clearly demonsl•a ted that 
peop le in capitalist countr ie s are living 
under great di ffi culties, and our 
splendid achievements since liberation 
have won great admiration from all the 
peace-loving people of the world . They 

are looking to us for direct•on and are 
studying the course we have followed. 
I <im proud that I am a Chinese. 

HSU CHE~G ·C HUAN 

Nanking 

MORAL CLEAN-UP 
To the Editoro 

As a worker of a slate -owned en· 
tcrprise, I have been busy the past 
severa l months par t ici pating iii the 
San Fan movement which aimed at 
wiping out such old soc ial evils as 
corruption, waste and bureilucracy and 
paved the way "for a speedy industriali­

zation of China. 
Through th is houseclea:1inr move­

ment, everyone, I believe, has more or 
less lifted his moral stJ 11dard. Of 
course, there is no exception ~or myself. 

With ar' rdd feudal 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 
family as my batk-
3round, my f'l1nd was 
full of corru pt thoughts 
i n the past. Some­

times, I e~en hated 
myself foohshly, and 
in addition, I was 
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antagonistic against 
others who were 
capable of getting 
extra income. In work· 

ing, I often took pub· 
l ie goods such as 
wri ting pJper, cotton 
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1tring, tlc ., for rny own use. Furth~r­
mort', I fr~quently quJrreled with 
my colleagues over tr i fl ing things. 
Before the San Fan movement was 
started in my organization, I was never 
conscious of these gross blunde rs I had 
committed. 

Through this moral clean -up, I have 
come to know t hat these small 
mistakes, i f unchecked, would have 
caused a hindro.nce lo t he const ruction 
of the country. Now I am de termined 
to reform myself t horoughly in order 
to be a useful citizen in new China. 

WONG SZE-LIANG 
Shanghai 

IN CHUNGKING 
To the Editor : 

The Wu Fan movement has been 
unfolded on a large-scale among 
local business cir cles during the past 
two months. More than 1,000 students 
of our university have been acti vely 
par t ici pating in this great movement, 
Relying on the masses of the people, 
we have achi eved a fundamental success 
in the face to face struggle with 
those businessmen who have been 
operating outside t he law. 

Accord ing to prelim inary stat is-
t ics, nearly 80 il legal business or -

r------~~-~---------------~~~~-~--

1 Chungking-Chengtu Railway I 
I 

ToAthe Ed1tor o started to build th is important 

1

• 
colorful and impressive cere- railway. 

mony marked the opening of the The construction work began in 
new Chungking-Chengtu Rai lway in Chungking on June 15, 1950, with 1 
the Southwest on July 1. t ens of thousands of soldiers, work- I 

The construction of th is ra ilroad ers and peasants working on it. 

~~~e ~.';ea~ync~ive~ri~;f'e~tus e~~n;~~~ With the assistance of Soviet ex ~ I 
Many new enterprises have sprung perts, the ra i lway bu ilders made 
up, retail pr ices of numerous com- tremendous progress. On June 1.3, 
mod it ies have been reduced and ra i l-laying along the SOS-kilometer 
cost of transportation has been Chungking-Chengtu Railway reached 

the terminus of Chengtu, 17 days 
greatly cut. For inst ance, sug ar ahead of schedule. 
can now be brought by rail from 
Neikiang, its produc ing center, to The significance of the construc-
Chungking at nearly one-tenth the Lion of this railway cannot be over -
former cost of t ransporta t ion. As looked. It was begun at a time 
a resul t , rural-urban interflow of when the mainland had not been 
goods has been greatly enhanced . completely liberated and the 

The plan fo r this important national economy had not been 
artery in the Southwest dates back stabilized. And it has been accom-
to 1906. During the past four plished during the important pro -
decades, the Szechuenese heard a gram of suppor ting the Peop le' s 
great deal of talk about the build - Volunteers who are holding off the 
ing of this railway but they never Amer ican invaders in Korea. 

saw a single rai l laid. Shortly CHEN CHU-LIANG I 
after the liberation of the Sou t h- Szechuen University j 
west, the people' s government Chengtu - ·-------------·-
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ganizations, such as · Thursday Party," 
" Import and Export Club," " Technical 
Research Association," " Ship Manufac­
ture Group," " Treasurer 's Socitty," 
" Nine Dragons' Club," etc. , were 
uncovered, more than l ,500 " ligers" 
l as the really big crooks are called l 
arrested and about 250,000 cases of 
illegal acts, large or smal l, unearthed. 

Through th is great movement, we 

C.~u~:::::::::_-1 I •u~ ~~ht Interpretation of Events 
I in India 
I FOR Detai led Information of the 
I Struggle of India's Millions I 

I for Bread and Freedom I 
I FOR Sharp Exposure of Nefarious 
: Plans of Anglo-American lm-
1 perialism and Their Agents 
! in Ind ia i 
: READ 

1 

t I Progressive Newsweekly 

I CROSSROADS 
I Subscriptions and single copies I 
I available at Guodzi Shudian. I 38 Soochow Hutung, Peking , ______________ _ 

ha\'e come to know the true co un­
tenance of the illegal bu sinessmen. 

Therefo re, we, young students of 
th is new era, have made up our minds 
to reform ourse lves t horoug1 1y and 
shoulder the huge task of building 
J free new Ch ina. 

CHIU HSU HSIA NG 
Universi ty of Chungk ing 

NEW TI-{OUGHTS 
To the Editor: 

The movement to remo!d our old 
ways of think ing was unfolded on a 
large-scale at NJnkai Uni versity in 
Tientsin in Apr il. Through this move­
ment to combat the old p:itlerns of 
trink ing, the poli tlica! awJreness of 
the great majority of students has 
been highly elevated. 

Many students especiJlly {ho~e 
f1om well-to -do famil ie s, lnve felt 
ashamed of living on the exploi tat ion 
of others. No longer despising labor. 
Lhey began washi ng the ir own clothes 
fo r the first t ime. Some students 
who were extravagant in thei r living 

(Conti11ued 011 Pug c ! 112) 

r---------------------------------------1 
I A limite~~~!1a~o"~~t~~:~1ina Mo11thry l 

Review-Volume 120-121 January to December 1911-are now I 
I available at ¥71,000 delivered withi11 China and USS4»J for 

abroad per volume. Bon11d volumes for the seco11d half of I 
I r91r-Vo/. 121, are available separately at ¥40,000 for delwrr:; 

11 i11 Clzina a11d USS2.2J for delivery abroad. Each volumr IS I i11dexad by subject. I 
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The Month in Review 
• China's Educational System 

• Peasants' Taxes Lowered 

• The Bamboo Curtain 

Rebuilding China's 
WHEN the country 

w a s liberated 
three yea rs ago one 

universities of the many matters 
requiring urgent at­

tenti on 11·as the nation' s educational system which had 
long I 1e1'n suffering from both starYation and malnutri­
tion. As the years passed, the Kuomintang govern­
ment spent less and less of the national budget on 
educat ion while an increas ing portion of \vhat it did 
spend 1rns de1·ot ed to strengthening "discipline" in the 
schools. 

Academic freedom rapidly di sappeared, most de­
partm ents operated on a shoe string with little or no 
equipment or other teaching material s. Meanwhile, the 
organs of goYernment repression in the schools 
flouri shed, with the go\'emment-appointecl deans of dis­
cipline frequently exercising more control over the 
sc hools than the presidents. 

Immediately following liberation the people's gov­
ernment tackled thi s problem, concentrating on the more 
urgent matters first. School budgets were raised sub­
stantially. For the first time in a decade professors 
and other school employees were decently paid. An 
extensive program to help needy students was begun. 
All the old repressive machinery with which the Kuo-
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mintang attempted to keep the students in "line" was 
thrown out. 

EACH year sees further progress in the rebuilding 
and expanding of the country's educational system. 

The most r ecent development is the amalgamation of 
univer sities which is currently underway. The plan 
is a lready being put into effect in Peking and in Hang. 
chow and preparations are now being made for simi lar 
amalgamations and reshuffling of departments among 
uni versities in Shanghai and in other ed ucational 
centers. 

The primary reason for t hi s step is to enable the 
colleges to turn out more and better qualified graduates, 
particu larly in such fields as eng ineering, med icine anrl 
the sciences. The nation-wide reconstruction program 
is demanding more and more trained personnel and t he 
colleges and universities cannot begin to suppl y enough 
graduat es. 

F or instance, there arc now 42 eng ineering colleges 
in Chin a and, under the pre:ent working system, the 
maximum number of new students they can accept is 
15,000. By r eshuffiung these 42 coll eges, it \\'ill be pos­
sible to take in 29,000 students next term. Kuo Mo-jo, 
president of the Academia Sinica, recently emphasized 
the urgency of this need, pointing out that within the 
next few years China will need about 170,000 college 
trained engineers and about 500,000 middle-level 
eng ineering technicians! 

A second reason for the a malgamation is that it 
will increase teaching efficiency and improve the quality 
of the instruction . A survey of institutions of higher 
ed ucation since liberation has shown that the educa­
tional syst em inherited from the Kuomintang and the 
foreigners (At the time of liberation there were 21 for­
eign missionary-run universities in China.) left much to 
be desired in many ways. 
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For instance, not man y colleges have departments 
of mining engineer ing, although a number have pro­
fessor s trained in this field who are now teaching other 
engin c>er ing subj ects. The University of S hantung in 
Tsingtao, on the other hand, bas a mining eng ineering 
deparlml'l1t but has not a single professor specifically 
trainrd in this Lranch of eng ineeri ng. 

B.v comb ining coll eges taken from va rious univer­
sities into separate specia li zed institutions, more 
efficient use ran be made of equipment and teaching 
staff. 

111 l'l•ldng three well-known uniY er s ities arc being 
nmalgamat('d . ThL' engi neering col leges of Yenching, 
Tsing-hua and National Peking uni\·ersities are being 
combined into ont• huge engineering coll ege at Ts ing­
hua. National Pek ing University will remain a 
uni\' crs ity and absorb the art, law and science colleges 
of Tsinghua and Ycnching. Yenching Un i\·ersity as 
such will go out of ex istence. 

TIH· \my in which the ama lgamation of the univer­
sit ir s is being ca rri ed out is in itself quite inter esting 
and illustrative of the way things arc done in new China. 
The need for this step was recogn ized l.Jy the educational 
auth orities quite soon after liberation but, instead of 
simply pushing it through on the hasis of orders from 
the top, the mo\'e was delayed until it had been dis­
cussccl at great length by the students and faculties of 
the \'ar ious universities and until all were agreed as to 
the cksirabi lity of amalgamation. 

Attuallv, the government first proposed an 
amal gamat i~n in 1950, a year after the liberation, 
when it suggested that National Peking Un iver sity and 
Tsinghua combine. However, nothing was done after 
the professors of both universitieR r ejected the pro­
posals. 

Now, after two year s of discussion, in which the 
central point has been that the schools must serve the 
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people as best they can, the amalgamation is being car­
ried out among P eking's major universities with the 
full support and cooperation of the faculties. In fact 
the decision to amalgamate was finalized only after th~ 
professors themselves suggested it to the educational 
authorities. 

ALONG with the amalgamation of the universities will 
come reorganization of many of the courses, a num­

ber of which are not at all suitab le for the new China. 
This is particularly trnc in the technical colleges. For 
instance, the old curriculum in the engineering colleges 
mainly dealt with installing and repa iring imported 
equipment, with little attention paid to manufacturing. 

However, the reorganizing of the cuniculu m is a 
difficult job and needs the combined efforts of many 
professors so it \\'ill be some time yet before this job 
can be completed. 

Another job for the future, \\'hich has been 
started in a small way, is the physical removal of some 
colleges and uni\'ersities from the coastal areas to the 
interior. Most universiti es, including practically all of 
the foreign missionary schools, are located in the larger 
cities along t he coast and on the main rivers. This re­
sults in a heavy "saturation" in a relatively small section 
of .the country, while vast hinterland areas ha\·e no in· 
stitutions of higher education. 

In Chinese Turkestan-a vast area with a popula­
tion of 5,000,000-there is not a s ingle coll ege or 
unh·ersity, while in Shanghai, which also has a popula­
tion of about 5,000,000, there are still 26 colleges and 
universities. Before liberation, the situation was even 
more out of balance as the city then had 54 colleges and 
uni,·ersities. A number have already been transferred 
elsewhere or combined with other institutions. 

Education, which has had a Jong tradition in China, 
is experiencing a renaissance which is comparable to 
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nothing in the past. The amalgamation of the univer­
sities is one of the most recent manifestations. 

THE slashing of agricultural 
Peasants Pay taxe" throughout the 

country and the abolition of 
Lower Taxes all local taxes is another step 

toward a unified, progressive 
agricultural tax system in China. Long bound to a 
feudal land system which exacted r,n end less number of 
taxes, lev ies, "gifts" and sen· ices, China's peasants are 
today pay ing a tax \\'hich is both reasonable and equit­
able. 

The ne\\' cut in agricultural taxes, announced by 
the g-01·ernment on June 16, further explodes the myth 
1;prcad abroad by the WPstern pref's 11·hich regularly re­
ports that China's peasants arc weighed cln"·n by huge 
tax leY ies. The ne,1· rates are a continuation of the 
government's policy of lowering agricultural taxes, 
v,hich were reduced in 1950 by 25 percent below the 
1949 level. 

Taxes are based on the a\·erage annual income of 
the members of an agricultural family and the majority 
of peasants will be paying from 11 to 15 percent. The 
minimum rate is seven percent. 

The fact that the majority will pay in the top 
bracket is indicative of the growing prosperity of 
China's farmers since liberation and land reform, which, 
in turn, have been respons ible for some of the best crops 
in the country's history. It is expected that only those 
farmers whose crops may be effected by natural disaster, 
lack of manpower on the farm or physical disabilities, 
and families of Chinese volunteers in Korea and People's 
Liberation Army men will fall in the lower tax brackets. 

The peasants are comparing their situation now 
with that under the Kuomintang. During Chiang Kai­
shek's rule there were a host of taxes to pay. In addi-
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tion to handing over from 50 to 80 percent of a harvest 
tc the landlord , the peasant was forced to pay from 30 
to 60 percent of " ·hat was left to the Kuomintang gov; 
ernment. Today there are no landlords in Ch ina and 
aside from payi ng th e one government tax, the peasant 
has his ent ire crop fo r himself and his fami ly. 

The ne1·• lower ed ta xes come at a time when bumper 
crops arc anticipated all 01·er the country . Thi s means 
an even greater "take home" han·est than las t vear and 
is certain to r es ult in a further upward swing in the 
rural economy nex t year. 

Under the Ku ominta ng the year ly spiral was 
downwa rd. As the exact ions of Chiang 's go1·ern ment 
increased, the far mers became di scouraged since they 
could find no 1Yay out. Thu s, their "lnbor enthu s iasm" 
declined, as did their an1ilable capital for r eim es tment 
in better seeds , new tools, fe r ti li zer s, etc . Liberation 
broke the cycle and today the rural econom y is spiralling 
u1 ,wards as the fa rm ers' expanding income increases 
their work ing moral e and effici ency and enables them to 
"plow back" eYer g reater inYestments into the land re-
sulting in ·sti ll Inrgcr han ·csts. ' 

This situation is not \\·ith out national r epercussions. 
As t he fa rm ers' purchas ing power ri ses, China·s in­
dustry is hard pressed to suppl y rural demands. Thus 
a favora ble s ituation is cr eat ed for :i s teady yearly in­
c ustrial expansion. 

Wh h AMERICAN of-
ere is t e ficialdom is fond 

of complaining about 
"Bamboo Curtain?" t he "bamuoo cur-

tain"' which it 
claim!' has been er ected by China' s new go1·ernment to 
prevent contact between the Chinese and American 
peoples. 

Such complaints are inev itably accompanied by 
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sanctimonious statements to the effect that if one's 
position is righteous he has nothing to ~~de or_ ~;ar. 
Few people have had doubts but what a curta m of 
some sort has actually existed for some time and that 
it has hampered fr ee contact between the peoples of 
China and the West. The only point at issue has been 
ils location and actual ownership. 

Recently we ha1·e had some personal experience 
with th is so-called "bamboo curta in" :incl are now in a 
position to report a few details abol!t where it is H!ld 
how it operates. For the past mon t h or so we have 
been receiving quite a f ew letters from readers in 
America complaining of non receipt of their copies of 
the Review. To make sure that there 1Yas no slip up 
at thi s encl, we double checked a ll along the line and 
found nothing amiss . 

However, as soon as readers began checkin?" at 
their end , the "mystery" became rather less mysterious. 
Severa l bookstores reported that the US customs had 
been holding up copies, sometimes a month or more, 
apparently thus hoping that the magaz ines wou ld be 
outdated and of less inter est to Ameriean r eaders. 

Aside from our personal experiences there r ecently 
has been furth er ev idence that the " cur ta in" really exists 
and that every attempt is being made t o tighten it. On 
May I it was r eported from Washington that the State 
Department had banned tra1·el to th e SoYiet Un ian and 
severnl Eastern European countries . Tra,·cl t o China, 
it was r evealed, had previously been prohibited. The 
annou ncement also said that whil e tra1·el by American 
citizens to some countries would be permi tted under 
special circu mstances, traYel t o China was absolutely 
banned. 

Thus we can see that when Secr etary Acheson 
and his c~lleagues speak of a "bamboo curtain" separat­
ing the American and Chinese peoples they know 
whereof they speak, since it is of their own making. 
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50 far as China is concerned, the door is open. Hardly 
a month passes without at least one vis iting foreign 

delegation passing through Shanghai a lone. In the past 
co uple of months there have been groups of uusiness­
men, work er s, women, arti sts and writer s, professional 
men and others of vary ing politi cal beliefs from India, 
Britain, Canada, Australia, J apa n, various European and 
Latin American countri es and even America touring 
China . 

The "curtain" is not her e. F'ar from it, the Chin­
ese people a re proud of the ne\\' country they are build­
ing and ll'elcome visitors from abroad. Not only do 
t hey gladl y show them what t hey have done and are 
doing, but they ask for their suggestions and criticisms. 
Vis itors from America a r e just as we lcome' as those 
from other countri es and, \\'C bclic,·e, t he people of 
America \\'Ould ll'elcomc the opportunity of sending re. 
prescntath·es of nirious walks of life lo i n~1wct the 
new China and report back to them. 

The '"curtain" certainly ex i s t~. but , rat her than 
being around China, it encircles America and is steadily 
being drawn tighter by a go,·ernment which, to use its 
own words, is afraid to let its own peop le kn o\\' what 
life is like on t he other s ide. 
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FRONT COVER 

T sui Yu-hsia, a model peasant, h o lds 
a shock of her bumper wheat harvest. 

BACK COVER 

r\ paper cut-out from Chahar provi nce. This 
type differs from th e typical N orthwest ones in 
that it is cur with a knife, rather th an with scisso rs. 
Made of bright colored paper, th <'se cut-outs arC' 
used for walJ decorations. 
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U.S. WAR CORRESPONDENT 

DESCRIBES POW CAMP LIFE 

I FRANK NOEl. I 
. d p photographer, h as been a FRA NK N oel veteran AssoCH?k ress . . 

' . ~ _ - November 1950. A Pulitzer prize prisoner of w.1r in K o1 ea since Cl b d for 
wi nner No ::.- 1 w;is r <'cl'T1 tl y awarded an O vc_rscas Pres~ d u abw:r from 

' · hich Ridgway trJC' to a his pictures of fell ow pns~ners, w . l dail life of PO W's 
ti US prC'ss. Noel has written an article on ti e Y N I 

i< . d b H . h on June 13 and 14. oc ' in Korra which was carr1e y si n ua A lb New York. 
who is 53 years o ld, li ves at 152 Western Avenue, any ,_ .. . 

He wa" wor king a~ an AP ph o togra pher with th e 1st 7~r1ne D1v1ts107 
al the ~imc o f his ca pture. Followin~ is Noel's dcta1 c accoun o 
POW li fe, sli ghtly abridg<'d. 

. . h . run l.iy the POW's I l\TEIU'\ r\L funetio ns w1th 111 t c .camps a1c . · I 
thcn "elvcs. Camp-wide elections, usually held at GO.;ty 

intcl'n1I-.: dctenninn -: he camp lca<lcrs and n1r1ous com~11. ee 
head ' ·J;:ll'ctiuns arc by secret bnllot and the usual campaigning 
an<l Jl·(.l i l11..'a l pa laver g-oes along- with lhe:-;c l'1L'l't1ons, same as in 

any """ II town in Ame rica. . . . . body 
,\ hi1d1 office is the C'ha irman, and the main go\ et ~1111· . 

is culled the Daily Life Committee. The c ha11·nurnd1 ~ It e ·~~i~'. 
man l•d wecn the POW's and the \'Olunteers . Any ea '£gfs Com· 
es~ ha\' c wit h POW's arc carr ied on through the Daily 1 e d 

1 n;itte1" Militar ra nk has no bearing on the elections an tic 
row·, ,:}eel w l~ocver they think is the best man for a s pecifi c 

jnli. . . d . ·t. food sanitation and work 
Sub-co 111n11ttees inclu e >PO I s , ' . h th co m1iany and 
. 1 · ·t ·ates down throtw c detail s atHI t 11 s u 111 ope i . . ~ t ces the Chinese 

. I I I C ns· del'lng the c1rc urn s an . ' 
into squat eve· 

0 
· 
1 

f ·ded extra rati ons a nd 
have l.iccn fair and lenient and. 0 ~11 ~~~~o~i,rcmei;ts s tipu lated in 
sport fncil1t1es over and above t e I . 

1 
d t 

the Ge1;cva Convention regarding rules rcg ul at111g tie con uc 

and l'arc of prisoners of war. l' I and religious holidays 
All American and Bnt1 sh na i on~ at Aour potatoes are 

arc olisc 1·ved and extra basic rat.ions to. m~nd occa~ i on a ll y cand y 
passed out b;• the Chinese quarte1 mas e1 . 
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• 1 f .,; and npples are thrown in for 
· good measure. POW's also 

share the celebrations ob. 
served by the Chinese and 

'" are glad when these occur. 
POW's prepare their own 

food and have complete run 
of the la rge Chinese-type 
kitchens, bake or steam their 
own brea.d and butcher pigs. 
Beef is killed by the Chinese 
and fi sh and chickens ar~ 
brought from nearby China 
When the camps were firsi 
es tabl ished, the Chiuese pre­
pared food for the POW's 
during the early months. 
The PO\\"s prefened the 

Frank Noel American style of cooking 
the · and aske<l the Chinese ·1 
. prrnoners them elves could have a hand in the foo:I ,. .' 

ti~n and make sugges ti?ns and occasionally have a stri;;I ~P~'11~: 
e1.1can-type meal. The Ch111esc met this request, and later iurned 
O\ er th~ co'.nplete operation of the kitchen to the POW ''· 

St11ct t lean hness is not only observed in the kitchen but 
al so throughout the camp. All foods are thorou 11. I · 
dnnlong wate1· well boiled before set l . g '.> coo ,ed, and 
crockery jars to cool. . ou Ill convenient a11d large 

Al'S·atun~ay morn ing- inspection is carried out here the same 
~ s mi itai .l. camps hack home. lfooms arc emptied of floor mats· 
C~d~~ng aned, and rooms and windows scrubbed and swept clean'. 
~ 111g, food utens il s and toilet articles are arranged in a neat 

an . set pattern and, .after blankets and qui lts are aired and 
shaken out, , the room ' " prepared for the inspection team made 
up of POW s who are accompanied by a Chinese doctor and a 
member of the administrative sta ff. Usually at two· \\"ek in 
terval s, the rn luntcers' med ical team gives the room s a~d ued: 
d111g a good going over with DDT . 

A NY new ar rival ; at camp are isolated until they ha\'e been 
. through .a medical exam ination , bat hed and issued new cloth-
111g1~nd bedding before they are assigned to a squad. If furt her 
mec teal atlen\1(1n is required, the man is sent to the camp's hos-
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pilal which i; slnffed with a vo lunteer doctor nnd hi s Chi nese 
st aff of nu1·scs . The hospita l ha;: it s own kitchen nnd a well ­
stocked l'hanm1cy. The patients receive ;pecial dieb, fortified 
with frc ,.; h mi lk and cgg·s. Three reg ular meals are se rved daily, 
and two snacks at mid-morning and in the afternoon. 

All of the POW'; have had regular inoculation against 
typhoid , tetanus and cholera . There is a daily sick call for a ny­
one feeling under the wea ther or needing a checki ng o\'er . 

TH E me n ha\·e jus l uccn i'sued thci 1· >ummcr <lark-blue new 
uniform s, ru l1bc1"soled shoes nnd another wh ite shirt. 

Hope> arc high th:it these clothes will 1,e their "go ing homt 
duds." Thi s same high morale took place las t October when 
winter elothing and new bedding were handed out. E ve ryone was 
sure th ey'd be home for Christmas and planning lo see various 
"Bowl" football games. Christmas passed and the n it was a 
cinch to be with their folks for Eas ler. l\forale dropped to a 
new lo\\· when Easter saw them s till here; then and now they 
hope i t is "!:iome tin1e t.hi~ summer." 

The dragging along with the armistice talks at Panmunjom 
is beginni ng to tell on some of the less hardy soul s ; and a lmost 
crery man says a s ilent prayer every night for a qu ick settle­
ment and release. 

\\'halevc r work the POW does is st rictly tfo r himself. The 
Chinese carpenters and labor gang repair and keep in shape the 
buildings an<l actual constrnction of large Orienta l-sty le baths. 

A Bri1ish POW 

* 

* 



POW's brought stones from nearby atreams for enlarging the 
kitchens and baths, which will accommodate at one time 12-man 
squads . 

CHURCH services for both Catholics and Protestants are held 
in the camps each S unda y. The only ordained POW 

chaplain is at Camp No. 2. Enlis ted POW's conduct their own 
services and have been furni shed lumber to build their alters 
and benches for indoor service ; and on warm, clear days the 
men gather in the open and on the stone steps . 

A mobile movie projection team usually manages to sho11 
Chinese-produced mo vies eve ry two weeks. And almost every 
Saturday nig ht a dramatic group works up enough new gags, 
s tunts and skits to put on a good s tage show. Borrowed musical 
instruments help out and s inging qua rtets all manage to pu t on 
a two-hour show. After one of these shows the kitchen crew 
bring out doughnuts and s imulated coffee. 

Competitive sport , with basketball mos t popular, helps pass 
the time and keeps the morale up. All of the camps are now 
holding their own athleti c meets with Camp No. l going all out 
with the best organized and most variety of even ts. Their 
mee t was patterned after an Olympic gathering and was com­
plete to symbolic torch-runners carrying a flaming sym bol from 
one company to another and finally placing it on a stage. 

P rize awards to \v'inners and runners-up were prov ided by 
the volun teers . The championship basketball team was given 
two cartons of cigarettes and a white sport shirt for each mem­
ber. The Chinese quartermas ter broke out hi s sto res for extra 
rations for the camp. 

Although Camp No. l 's athletic meet was most ambitious, 
by virtue of good planning and a flat terrain to accommodate a 
regulation-s ize soccer field, like sports meets are being held al 
other camps. The Ch inese have turned over their own basketball 
courts and s uch fo1· use of the POW's. There are daily basket­
ba ll , vo lleyball and soccer games. 

Camps 3 and 5 are located on the water and many of the 
men try their hand at pole fi shing. A little later, as the tem­
perature of the wa ler wa1·ms, the men will use much of theu· 
spare time swimming and acqui ring good sun tans . . 

The Sports and Recreation Comm ittee keeps an act1v.e. pro­
g ram going for those less inclined to muscle flexing act1V1tles. 
Tournaments and championship play-offs in bridge, chess, check­
ers are available. Prizes of candy, apples and cigarettes go to 
the winners. Since there is a considerable amount of military 
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script cunency among the men, gambling is forbidden. However, 
the Chinese realize it is practicall y impossible to stop gambling 
and are lenient to caught offender s ; the penalty usually being 
lo confi sca te the ca rds for a week or 10 days. The men are ca re­
ful in their poker p laying and do not openly show their sc ript. 

A network of loud speakers are spotted around the camps 
and reco rded mu sic is played from an improvised central s tudio 
mornings and evenings . The PO\V-operated broadcasting se t-up 
pipes out ma ny of the popular lig ht operas of Victor Herbe rt, 
Strauss \\'a ltzes, and lively and well-received favorite Italian 
scores. 

T\\'o or th ree tim es a week, th e men put on their own pro­
gram of cowboy and hillbill y music and jokes. The Chinese loan 
violin', guita rs and harmon icas; and ih e men do a good job 
providing their O\\' n mus ic to accompany their songs . The camp 
looks fonrnrd to t he Sunday evening half-h our p1 ·ogram which 
is OJll' ned by the announcers with a good imitation of welL 
known American tobacco auctioneers ' chants or ta ke-offs from 
other popula r s late-side announcers. Even a s hort newscast of 
the camp 's doings is in the program. 

INT ERCHANGE in language classes keeps a number of POW's 
occupied. The men have their own classes and a re learning 

to speak Spani sh from Puerto Ricans who in turn are learning 
Engl ish. A few French trade their nati ve language for English, 
and so111e of the men wh o were in the Ita lian campaign during 
Wol'lrl War II arc expanding their almos t forgotten Italian from 
some of the men who are of Italian descent and u uall y arc N ew 
Yorkers or from ci ti es which have a la rge Italian population. 

Some of the ea rl y settl ers, men who have been captured 
more tha n l G months ago, have even acquired enoug h Chinese 
words to carry on a pretty fair conversation with some of their 
non-Engli sh speaki ng cap tors. All of t hese admit trying to 
master a few of the wri tten words is too complica ted, and sett le 
for a limited but small sca le working kno" ·ledge of spoken 
words. 

Anothe r and probabl y the most popular se lf-ente rtainment 
pastime, and one that helps to keep them menta ll y alert, is a 
very good take-o ff on the popular sla te-s ide radio program of 
'Twenty Quest ions.' Every company has se\'era l teams and one 
listening \\'ith eyes shu t would almost swear they were hearing 
an or ig inal broadcast from America. Th ese contes ts between 
squads in the same company oft en con tinue till " Lights Out" at 
10 o'clock. 
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Asia and Pacific Peace 
Conference Scheduled 

THE peace conference for Asia and the Paci fic regions, to be 
held in Peking the las t week in September, will be of great 

international s ignificance. Approximately 500 delegates. from 
A · Australas ia and the countries bordenng the Pacific In 

N~:~h and South America will attend the conference. 

Expressing the common desi re of the people in the' c areas, 
irrespect ive of politica l sys tem, for co-exis tence in peace. and for 
the free fl ow of trade and cultural exchange, the Peki ng con· 
ference will di scus5 : 

1) Safeguarding the indepe~~ence,. freedom and peace of 
the peoples of the Asian and Pacific reg ions. 

2) Developing equal, mutua lly beneficial and normal inter­
natio nal economic relations and cultural exchange. 

·1· · t· f Japan and the use 0f 3) Opposing the rem1 1tanza ion o 
Japan as a base for aggression . 

4) Peacefully se ttling the Korean ques tion on. a fai r and 
. asonable basis and solving reasona bly all qu estions I elating 
~~peace in As ia·~ and Pacific region s including Viet-Nam , ~!alaya 
and other places. 

The Preparatory Conference for an Asian and. Pacilic Region
6
s 

Peace Conference concluc.le c.l its mee ting in Peking .on June h~ 
Totaling ~7 delegaks from 20 countri e&, the compos1t •~ n .. of t . 
preparatory conference members ev1dencec.l the w1desp1e,.d sup , 
port for thi s move for peace, embracing men and women of. man~ 
races, creeds and shades of polit ical opinion. Delegates rnngee 
f. an Australian senator to councillors ifrom the J a panes 

iom ·ct nt of the Mexican Diet from a Ceylonese minister to an ex-pres1 e . 
Sup;·eme Court, from US peace movement leaders to well-known 
Indonesian businessmen. 

At the conclusion of the preparatory conference, the 47 dele­
gates issued the following declaration: 
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WE, the 47 delegates from 20 countries of Asia, Australia, 
South America and North America, meeting in Peking 

from June 3 to 6, 1952, in the Preparatory Conference for a Peace 
Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions, hereby issue an 
urgent call to the peoples of the Asian and Pacific regions: we 
call on the peoples of the various countries in these areas to 
unite, strengthen and extend the movement ifor safeguarding 
peace. 

We come from different countries and speak different lan­
guages . Although we are of different political views and religious 
beliefs, nevertheless we represent the common will to strive for 
peace of the people of the countries in the As ian and Pacific 
regions. We unders tand profoundly that the people demand peace 
and abhor war. They are against aggress ion and will never 
commit acts of aggress ion agains t others. They ask for com ­
mercial intercourse and oppose embargoes and blockades. They 
desire mutua l understanding and friendly relations and do not 
want to be obstructed and barred from meeting each other. They 
need a prosperous life and abhor atom bombs, germ-bombs and 
chemica l weapons . 

Today, however , the ardent aspirations of the 1,600,000,000 
people in the Asian and Pacific regions are menaced by the 
spec tre of war and military preparations. 

In Korea, the cease-fire on a just and reasonable basis so 
long uncl urgently demanded by all peace-loving peoples in order 
to end the terrible suffering of the Korean people and to open 
the rond to a peaceful settlement of problems in the Far East, 
is being delayed while the use of ever more horrible weapons of 
indi scriminate s laughter threatens to spread the hostilities. Else­
where too , a s in Viet-Nam and Malaya, existi ng military con­
fli cts in As ia are taking heavy toll in the lives and treasure of 
the people and jeopardize the peace of other lands. 

In Japan, the imposition of the separate treaty and military 
pact in violation of existing International Agreements and of 
th e wi ll of the Japanese peop le for full independence and a peace­
ful life secured by a genuine Peace Treaty, is bringing new 
hardships to the Japanese people and threatens the peoples of 
the Asian and Pacific regions with the resurgence of the aggres­
sive Japanese militarism which wrought such great devastation 
on these peoples in World War II, while the presence of foreign 
troops on Japanese soil threatens to involve the Japanese people 
in nt\\' wars. 

Throughout the A8ian and Pacific regions, the sovereignty 

Au11ust 1952 
123 



Scene of one of the sessions of the Preparatory 
Conference fo ~· a Peace Conference of Asia and th£' 
Pacific Regions which met in Peking early in June.. 

a~d t_errilori a l in teg rity of nations are be ing j eopardized J;y ag­
g 1 ess1ve_ pacts whi ch burden the people with a rma ments an<l 
the s tatwning of fo reign t rno ps on their so il. These pad> dc­
pl'lve th e peo ple _of material r esources needed fo r their 011-11 we l­
fare_ and economic_ developm_cnt. Wicl esppreacl military p rt·pa ra­
lions a nd th e. exis ting n11litary confli cts as in Vi et. Nam a nd 
Malaya_ a re li.r111g 111g eve r greater oppress ion of the mo,·ements 
for national 11be ratwn and fo r the de fense ()f nationa l independ­
ence. T.hesc movements , by seeking to end nati ona l oppres> ion 
and nat10nal enslavement , make a g rea t contri bution to tl"l'ati ng 
the basis for the peaceful co-ex istence of nations. 

. In th e name of mili tary s trategy, ba ni ers are increa >i ng-ly 
be111g raised_ lo prevent .the fr ee economic and cutural exchange 
beh, een na tions whic h 1s so necessa ry for the prosper il\- and 
mutual understanding of peoples. · 

We believe th a t . by acting together fo r peace, the people•, of 
the As_1an a nd P ac ifi c co t:ntnes can change thi s si tuat io n. They 
can bl'lng to an end all present and potenti a l confli cts in Asia a nd 
can push back the menace of war. B y turning their commo n 
will rfor peace into _a united forc e fo r the defense of peace . th ey 
can win th e cond 1t1 ons of peace which will assure full na tional 
independence and will bring to an encl th e di sas trous conse­
quences of military preparations which th ey now suffer . They 
can .assure th e peaceful co-ex istence of na tions with di ff t•r ing 
politi cal and economi c sys tems, based on equality between natio ns 
and on the ri g ht of peo ples to settl e their ow n a ffair s without 
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outside interference. They can win the application oJ the prin­
ci ples and spirit of the United Nations Cha rter which demands 
the peaceful settlement of differences between nations and the 
reaching of agreements between the Great Powers. They can 
put an end to the was te ful armaments race through interna tional 
di sa rm ament and through the banning of atomic, bacteriological, 
chem ical and all other weapons of mass destruction. They can 
tear cl own the barriers to world trade and to free cultural ex­
chang-e be tween a ll peopl es . 

P eace cannot be awa it~d. It has lo be won by the peace­
lov ing- peoples in unity. 

Joi ned with the peace-lov ing peoples in all other r eg ions of 
the ea rth who sha re th e same asp ira tions, th e peoples of the 
A' ian :ind P ac ific region s can w in the victo r y of peace over war. 

To he lp achieve thi s great goa l, we call on a ll peace-loving 
indi\'idua ls and soci a l organizations in the various countries in 
thr ;\ ~:ia n and Pac ifi c reg ions, irre~pective of political vi ews, re­
li.r! i11us be liefs, nationalities or profess ions, to unite on an eve r 
widt·r basis under the guidance of the preparatory committees 
whil' h ha ve al1·eady been formed or are going to be formed in 
their res pecti ve countries, to hold di scuss ion on the aforemen­
tioned problems and to elect their representatives to the Peace 
C'onfc ronre of the Asian and Pacifi c r egi ons which will be held 
111 Peking wi thin a short time, in order to work out an effective 
program for consolidating peace and security in these r egions. 

w~ fu1·th e r call upon all peace-lov ing peoples and organiza­
ti on in other parts of th e worl d to g ive us their enthusiastic 
support and ,·alua ble opinions. 

The peoples of the Yar ious co un t ri es in the Asian and Pacific 
1eg-io11 s have al ready demonstrated the g reat strength of their 
unit,- in enthu sia sti call y responcl :ng to the call to sponsor a nd 
pr<•pa rc fo r a P eace Conference of the Asian and Pacific r egions. 
Tlwv are al re acl v consc ious of their strength which is still grow­
ing 'a nd expand.ing. They are therefore full y confident of the 
victory of the movement to sa feguard p~ace . 

1 f peace can be ensured in the Asian and Pacifi c r egions, 
it will contribute immensely to world peace. 

Let us unite still more closely and on an eve r broader bas is ! 
Let us ac t rl etermineclly in uni son and s till more firmly shoulder 
the lofty task of safeguarding the peace! 

H uman r~ ~ so n and in te rnational just ice will undoubtedly 
tri ump h o\·e r the brute fo rce of aggression and war! 
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Peace Conference 
A POEM BY REWI ALLEY 

REWI ALLEY was the leader of the New Zealand delegation to 
the preparatory meeting of the Peace Conference of the Asian and 
Pacific Re,Pons which is scheduled to meet in Peking next month. Mr. 
Alley has spent many years in China and was one of the founders 
of the Industrial ,Cooperatives Training School at Sandan, Kansu, in 
China'• northwestern hinterland.-Editor. 

Conference in what was once a place for the ri ch 
and idle; outside the sound 
of hammers building, of people doing; 
inside under the great white dove of peace 
where once glasses clinked as American 
diplomats and generals met Kuomintang 
s tooges , where Japanese spurs and sabres 
rattled, concession hunters lolled, 

Here today, from the ordinary people of twenty countries 
sit delegates thinking. Who is with us? 
Who on the side of the thousand s ix hundred 
million? Who will read this declaration 
we now prepare? 

Surely, when men lay down their tool s , for mid-<lay meal 
on the clocks, in steel works, on farm s 
they wi!J wipe away the sweat, pick up 
this statement, read it with hope. 

Certainly, mothers w'ith families, students in univcrnitic ' 
bus iness men, they too will read, 
for them al so it has been written 
for all men who would unite , to have 
just thi s one thing, pence; now the meeting 
opens. India, in the chair. 

India personifi ed, magnetic, a dark piercing eye; 
flags of the delegations rustle 
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spread their color , as hands clap, 
brown hands, white hands, hands 
with callouses, thin hands of intellectuals. 

" Our stand-the stand of our peace 
movement-has been clear and unequivocal." 

"Our government budget d~votes .~rnlf its 
expenditure to the armed forces. 
"The price of food has ris en , many peo ple 
have to suppl ement their diet with leaves." 

Zea land sits between Pakistan and Mongolia 
round the circ le of flags. One glances: 
nag of the Phil ippines , t hen the sta r s 
and str ipes, besi de the hammer and s ickle; 
then Viet-Nam, a golden star on 
a 'carl et ground. 

Jic hincl each fl ag . one by one, they rise lo talk of peace 
not t he peace of hopeless longing. 
today it is peace with strength 
dete rmination; with the steel 
of accomplishment in s truggle; anger ri ses 
as we hea r of germ warfare in Korea 
attacks on China; of Gurkhas being 
recruited on Indian soil 
to kill Malayans. 

An Austral ian, tall, cool, a ssured, ri ses to say 
we are an Asian country ; there are certa in 
fact s tha t cannot be twi sted ; among them 
are geographical facl s . 

A Burmc>e in colored turban and sarong, tells of hi s people 
bombed by the Japanese , bombed by the British 
smoking ruins and co rpses left; bandit troops 
thrown out from Ch ina, bought up as tools 
for today's America; peace as t he essential , 
peace to build for their own. 

Then pushing back hi s chair with determined hand, an American, 
grey with years, anxious for his people 
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for women worried about the effects 
of stimulated hysteria on the minds of kids 
forced to go through bomb drill s in schools 
fed with degrading, brutalizing stories 
in com ic books; giving way to a young 
fellow-countryman, who demands above all, lhe truth; 
and asks for unity of the peace minded, which 
wi ll make war imposs ible. 

Bak Chong Ai, a name to conjure wilh in Asia toda,•, 
in her Korean native linen, face set, 
determined, calm, deci sive, her vo ice 
ca rrying a note of something different 
of men s tand ing against great odds, of 
selfless living ; of heroic youth dying 
recklessly for all men. "Nor can o\·eral! 
peace be won, merely through the iso lated 
st ruggle of a single people ; to eliminate 
imperialist aggression , to consolidate peace 
we mu st unite." 

Calm, clebonair, a delegate New York 's UNO does not yet accept, 
rises to tell of Mongolia 's new 
peacefu l industrialization. He says. 
"Warmongers try to explain away dirty acts 
with gentle, beautiful words. \Ve are aware 
of our respons ibility in the st ruggle 
of peace." 

Indonesia, a frail, lin,· spiritPd woman, tall'" 
of peace and the organization for peace 
o f how there are powers that would not 
permit th e talking of peace, meeting for peace. 

All hear of how in lhe Philippin es th e common man 
looks with f ear at twenty-three 
American bases built for aggress ion, 
looks and wonders how many more corpses 
must 'be g iven in exchange for lips tick , 
coca cola, pornographic movies. 

A s turdy lass from Malaya talks of leJTor in quiet, 
measured words ; of ten thousand 
Briti sh air raids; destruction 
of ag ricultural production; barren farm s, 
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lower living standards ; mass arrests; 
deportations, beatings , tortures ; the loss 
of freedom to work; taxed for the war 
that tries to des troy · them; all this 
because they have tin and nibber 
others want, but want too cheaply. 

From Japan, a woman too, a s turdy able bi t of the ri si ng sun. 
"Every human being has the right to work 
fo1• peace; we are consc ious of " ·here 
the old militari sts have led us; our 
living standards are falling ; people 
should read our children's letters on 
ato111 bombing; yet atomic energy is after all 
weaker than the min<ls of the human race." 
Total failu re of the wa r method; we mt"t 
' incerely work for peace. 

Again a wo111an , thi s lime a pionee1· Ca nadian. who lalks 
of grain elevators, burs ting with unsol d wheat 
while elsewhere peop le slarvc for want of it; 
Canadians arc deceived by the press ; if' we w'ork 
and fight for it, lhen 
peace is in our hands. 

Mexicans and a painter from Chile, talk of Ame1·ican 
econo111ic control , warped development 
of industry; of 111onopolies, of real f1·ccdom 
and the mural that has come from Mex ico 
speaks louder than any wo1·ds, as it hangs 
in our place of meet ing, telling o f workers 
saluting Mao T'e-tung, while in the background 
stand gallows and firing squads 
of a decaying society. 

Viet-i\a111 takes the floor; young and handsome 
"the F1·ench aggressors compelled three hundred 
Viet-Nam wo111e11 lo line up on n bnnk, then 
ordered the111 lo throw their babies 
into th e water; then follow the soldi ers 
back to their barracks, where 
lhey were abused." The peoples 
of Asian and Pacific regi ons are facing 
the threat of a new war; aggressive forces 
must 'be withdrawn. 
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Li Te-chuan of China, a minister of state, matronly, placid, confident 
"Our people are carrying on unwaveringly 
their struggle for a peaceful settlement 
of the Korea question, for defense of 
peace in the Far East, and in the world." 
Calmly, objectively she talks of the illegal 
Japanese peace treaty; of bandits on Taiwan, 
of the massacre of prisoners of war. "There 
is not a single individual of goodwill 
who does not abhor from the bottom of his hea 1·t 
a policy to undermine peace 
and instigate war." 

Th en a Soviet writer tells of what peace ca n :lo fo r men. 
how in his land they :ire today 
creating seas in dry regions 
orchards in deserts 
cha nging marshes into pas ture' ; of what 
gree<ly, lustfu l wa1· does, making men into beasts ; 
how the Soviet people are anxious to ha\'e the time 
come, when the material now put into armaments 
will go to build ne'~ cities ; of the common aim 
for peace, 
built on understanding 
mutual respect 

swift applause 
breaks from th e assembled, 
faces light, and hearts lighten , as the message 
that will go out among men and women 
is read; this message, the fir s t of its kind 
in history; fruit of a des ire, a call to unite 
s ig ned by hands tha t reach out 
eagerly for it; s igned and sen l 

from great Peking. 

Pek ing, J1111e JO, 195:2. 
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WOMEN FIGHT FEUDAL TIES 

!....----------GLADYS TAYLOR YANG 

ONE of my earliest memories of Pek ing, where I was born of 
mi ss ionary parents, is of our old, wido\\'ed amah, hobbling 

through the courtyard on bou nd feet. Because she was a woman, 
and had t he added misfortune of being a widow, she had learned 
to expec t nothing of life; thus she patiently put up with our 
whims and tantrums, thankful that she cou ld support herself 
and her chi ldren, whom she scarcely ever saw, by such uncon­
genial \\'O rk. Considering the hard lot of mo> t Chinese women 
under the old feudal marriage ' J's tem , she was fortunate. 

The feuda l ma r riage sys tem, by treating women as sub­
human chatte ls, not only worked great hardships on them, but 
was bad for the men too. A former colleague of mine, who 
came from a peasant family, told me that when he was 15, the 
family arranged a marriage for hi s elder brother. The brother 
ran away befo1·e the maniage, and in spite of hi s protest , the 
bride was then made o,·er to him by default. 

He was forced to go through the ceremony, and, taking his 
first sullen look at hi s unwanted bride, he was shocked lo find 
her so mu ch older than he was, and ><o big. After they \\'ere lock. 
ed into the bridal chamber, he refused to speak to her , spent the 
night curled up on a chest, and escaped through the window 
before dawn. He looked back on hi s wedding as a joke, but it 
had hcen no joke fo1· the bride, who was f 31·ce<i to live in hi s 
parents' home as a de >< pised, husbandless daughter-in.Jaw. 

Befo re liberation, only a very small percentage of marriages 
were of the relati vely free bourgeois type, and these occurred 
chiefly in the cities. In Nanking, where I live now, more than 
iO percent of the marriages before liberation lrnd been arranged , 
while in the s urrounding countryside all had been arranged. A 
reeent inves tigation showed that in one street, a third of the 
famil;- had concubines. In Ma Tao Street there is a "Chastity 
Hall " fo r widows, where before liberation 500 widows lived in 
the worst workhouse conditions. The whole brunt of the feudal 
marriage system fell upon the women. Arranged marriages 
were often carried out by force, girls were sold as slaves, were 
forced to become concubines or prostitute~; widows were com-
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pellcd to remain chaste; and in general women and children 
were treated cruelly. 

When Nanking was liberated in 194n, women were given 
the oppor tunity to struggle against the old feudal oppression 
under which they had suffered; and the promulgation of the new 
marriage law on May 1, 1950, gave them the legal basis for 
the free choice of partners, equa l rights wi t h men , and protected 
the interests of women and chi ldren. 

But a centuries-old sys tem of oppress ion could not be 
d iminated overn ight. Tradition was s trong, and many women 
did not dare to have a show-down with hus bands and in-laws. 
Lack111g \\'01·king sk ill s and ex peri ence, they feared they wou ld 
not be able to make. a li ving if they le f t th ei r in -laws, and some, 
alth ough rn ol ec reas111g num ber s, were driven to dea th or suicide 
because of unhapp y marri ages. 

Th e old feudal contempt fo r women linge r<'d even in the minds 
of some go\'Crnmcnt worker;; . H ence the Peo ple 's Cour t organized 
stud y courses for go\'Crnment workers, lo enable them to co rrect 
I.h eir wrong ideas abo ut marriage, and lo analyze incorrect rulings 
that had been made in maniagc ca ses. 

Ana lys is and di scuss ion of the new marriage law 1n•rc car· 

A f ler work Jiteracy class f or women workers in 
Shanghai's Wing On No. 2 Cotton Mill. 

ried to the masses of the people. The uni versities, Women's 
Federa ti on and other groups held di scuss ion meetings on the 
Jaw, th e newspapers carri ed articles on it, broadcasts were made, 
and blackboa rd newspapers educated the people in t he Janes. 
All this r esu lted in keen and widesp read di scuss ion of the Jaw, 
which the peop le hogan to und er, tand and accept as a tool for 
improving their lives . 

\\'omen bega n to fi g ht for th cit· rights, a necessary struggle 
because th e great mass of inert tradition co uld not be swept away 
by fia t; and now the unreasonal1l e fe udal marriage system has 
been shattered . Peasa nt \\'Omen arc especia ll y anxious lo throw 
off the ,-uke of feu dal maniage, and, as t hei r poli tical con sc ious· 
ness has been r:ii sed th roug h participati on in !and refo rm, the y 
are roso lulely fighting the old sys tem. Just a s they used the 
agrarian !all' a s a weapon aga in st the la ndlo rd class, they a re 
now u:<i ng the ma rriage la\\' a s a weopon in th e struggle for 
freedom a nd equali ty in marriage. 

~!01 c than l ,700 marriages \\'ere reg is te red in the Nanking 
courts last yea r. \\'ith the propo rti on of marriages of choice 
greate r than for the preceding· year. Young peop le are acquiring 
a new alt itud e to love and marriage; univers ity students and 
worker:< no longer think pr imarily of propert y o r soc ial status ; 
the trilc>ria for se lecting a marriage partner are coming to be 
la uor. ' tudy and prog ressi1·e thoug·ht. 

One case J know of illus! rates the difficu lties and triumphs 
of the new way in marriage. Ka o Hs iu-chuan, a girl of 19, fell 
in !01·c with a neig hbor's son, Fu Pao-hsicn, who worked in a 
repair - hop. S he admired hi s skill, un se lfi s hn ess and hard work. 
Bu t her father opposed the marriage because th e Fu family was 
poo r , ll'il h one son a postman and two others in the army. He 
wantt·d hi s daughter to marry a rich man and Jive in comfort. 

gues \\'agg-ed. A blind for tune-te ller in the ir street accused them ' 
l\'t·i·ert heless , the two continued to meet, a nd neighbors ' ton- 11 

of spo iling the tone of the nei g hborh ood. At length the fathe r 
became so provo ked that he ordered Hs iu ·chuan lo s top see ing 

1

. 
Pao·hsien. 

' "Acco rding to the new maniage law." s he r epli ed, "we can I 
decide ou1· own marriage." Thi s added fue l to the fire. Mr. 
Kao g·a,·c her a beating; she stuck lo he r g uns ; whereupon he 
locked her up for three days without foorl, s weari ng that sooner 
than let her marry into s uch a low-class family he would sell 
her "' a prostitute. 
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Hsiu-chuan escaped and took refuge with Pa.o-hsien's aun~ 
lodging a complaint against her father at the district Peopl.e'a 
Court. At the same time, Mr. Kao charged the Fu family with 
the abduction of his daughter. After investigation, . the courl 
supported I-Jsiu-chuan nnd sentenced Mr. Kno . to six months 
hard labor (suspended fo i· two years) for v10lation of the mar­
riage law. 

The two you ng people were manicd las t December .. Their 
exper ience convinced them that the government is worlong for 
the people, and they have shown even greater keenn~ss 111 work 
and ~tudy. The couple typ ifies the new type of family fo unded 
upon mutual Jove and respect. 

An increasing number of women have asked for divorces 
to free themselves from the unhappy marriages into which they 
had been forced. Before the marriage Jaw, the court had an 
avernge of !J2 divorce cases a month; si nce then, t.he average has 
been 176. Nowdays, divorce means not opprobrmm but eman· 
cipation for a woman. 

Hsieh J-biu-Jan , for example, was forced into marr iage be· 
fore li beration, and was treated ve ry cruelly. She fell ill and 
became as thin as a ghost; he r in-Jaws sa id she had TB and t reat-

Student, soldier and worker-a ll fields are open to 
women in new China. 

ment was useless. After passage of the marriage law, she ob­
tained a divorce and went to work as hygiene officer of her dis­
trict. Later she remanied, this time of her own free will, and 
a man of her own choice. 

The Women's Federation helped Ting Yun-yi to win release 
from a crnel husband, and she bccalllc an active worker in the 
federation. She was elected a wo111en's representative, and last 
year she expressed he r patriotism by donating to the arms fund 
JO ounces of gold, her savrngs of a lifetime. 

Both the Women's Federation and the many residents ' groups 
largely eomposed of housew ives, have actively joined in the 
strugidc lo end the suppression of women. They have talked 
many l1ackward parent s around to permit their children to marry 
as they chose; and they have lectured many domineering or 
iruel husua n'is to lllcnd their ways. As a result, numbers of 
men ha\'e in , erted resolutions into their pa tri otic compacts to 
treat tht·ir wives and children more kindly. 

Cruelty to women is severe ly puni shed uy law; two men 
who killed their wi\'es las t year were executed, whereas in pre­
libernt i .. n Nanking they would provably have got off scot-free. 
Berau,e the women's po litica l eonsciou~ness is rising, and be­
ceust• they know they have the law behind them, more and more 
have the courage to fight for their rights. Cruelty cases, for 
exan11ole, in 1950 averaged 63 a month; las t year the average 
was :; :1 a month, and there has been a further decrease this 
year. 

Thi• s trnggle is still a hard one, but there can be no doubt 
of the outcome. Since the new marriage law was promulgated, 
hca'"'' blows have ueen dealt the feudal marriage sys tem; the 
assault against it is a socia l revolution of the first magnitude. 
New democrntic mal'l'iages, sound family relationships and the 
safcgual'<lin.r: of the intereots of women and ch ildren are con­
tributing a gi·eat part of the dynamic energy necessa ry to the 
bu ild ing of new China . 

There is another aspect of the emancipation of women: 
equality for women means respons ibility for women. When we 
discussed the marriage law Inst yea!' in Nanking Univel's ity, 
some pl'Ofessors said that there had been two types of women 
in old China. Some women were "flower vases," who belonged 
to the privileged class, and some were "mud," who belonged to 
the wo l'king class. They felt that many of their own wives 
still regarded themselves as flower vases, and hoped they would 
change their attitude. 
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f . rl parasitic women of middle-class _origin are do­
. Many 

01 
:w ~old full-time jobs, others teach literacy classes 

mg so. Some . . The most conscientious take an active part 
or smgm~k g1fo~ps_.dents groups, o1-ganizi ng house-to-house spring 
in the wo1 o . 

1 
es_i . and other work. The ach1eve­

cleaning, vaccinat ion campa1gnasv'-1ato1·s tractor drivers and labor f ch·na's new women ' 
ments o i nd ins piration to these women, who 
hero in es ~re a ch~ ll~ efng: t~e peo11lc ins tead of entire ly for their are learning to woi ' 01 
own selfi sh interes t s. 

lk f J'fe are changing. My present ser· 
W omen of a ll wa s / b 

1 
'!lite rate . she s pent all her spare 

vant, for example, u se~ lo t e It he r e;tra money at high inter. 
tim e at the theate r an etnd outtendi-,g evening cla sses and is t Th. " ear s he s tar e a ' th' 
es . is , . "t When s he rece ived her pay IS 
learning to r ead and w1 I e . 'ng to buy a fountain pen-a 
mon_th s he told me . s ~ew '~~s t~~ 1 

wind. She and my child_hood 
tnv1al fact , but a s ti a rt yet they represent l\\'O d1ffer­amah are only a generation apa ' 
ent worlds . 
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A;;:~:;:~:;;~; TRADE 1 
'----,..-------------Ke Wei-ming 

TH E Sino-Japanese Trnde Agree ment , s ig ned in P eking on 
June l , marked th e res umpti on u f normal trade r elations 

betwee n th e two ne ighbo1·ing countr ies, and poi nted th e way to­
ward the deve lopment of a volume of trnde which mi g h t equa l 
or sur pass th e pre-war leve l. Chin a and Japan have long had a 
close economic r elati ons hip , and it is to th e inte rest of the peoples 
of bot h countries that thi s s hould be re-establi s hed . 

The ag reement provides fo r th e excha nge, during the current 
year, of g oods to th e amount of £:3 0,000 ,000 on a barter bas is 
fro m <·ae h cou n t n -. Thu s th e total valu e o f th e t1 ·adc will be 
£60,000 .000 , or a l;o ut US $ 168 .000 ,000. To China , Japan wi ll 
send mac hin e ry an<l equipm ent, raw materials, semi-finished 
goods. and oth e r indu s trial produc ts, while China will furni sh 
Japan wi t h coal, salt , soya beans, oil s and fat s. 

/\n n J/ an -chen , ehai1 man o f th e Chin ese Committee for Pro_ 
moting- Inte rnationa l 1'1·ade, s i_g- ned th e agreement a s r epresenta­
tive of Chinese t rading circles, while on behalf of Japanese 
busine"' mPn it was s igned hy Tomi Kora , Japan ese delegate to 
the recent Moscow International Economic Conference, Kei 
Hoashi . de lega te fi-0111 th e Japa nese Soc ie ty for Promoting Sino­
Japanese Trade, and Ki s uk e Miyagos hi, chie f of the Japanese 
Diet Mem be rs' Lea g ue fo1 · Promoti ng Sino-.Japanese Trade. 

The s t1 ·engt h o f th e econ omi c ti c which form erl y linked China 
and J a pan is s hown by the pre-war annual average trade of 
11101·e th a n U S ~ :34 0,000 , 000 . In 1936, one-third of Japan's total imports ca me from China. 

ll nweve r , thi s once-flouri s hing trnde has now almos t come 
to a s ta nds till. as a t·onsequence of the embargo placed on trade 
with China by the Yos hida go vernment, at th e ins tig ation of th e 
Am eriean occ upa t ion authoriti es. Cutting off o f trndc with 
China has hern de t rim ental to Japan's economy and lo the living 
conditions o f its 8~ ,000 , 000 people. 

The s igning of the Sino-J a panese Trade Agreement, there­
fo re, conform s to the des i1 ·es of th e peoples of both countries. 
On th e one hand, trnde with China will all eviate the growing 
econ omi (· cris is in Jnpan , and on th e othe r hand , the Chinese 
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Tomi Kora of Japan (left) and Nan Han-chen of 
China (right) signing the Sino-Japanese Trade Ag1·ce­
ment in Peking on June !. 

people hope to see Japan develop a peace economy and develop 
its trade relations with China. 

A crisis is developing in J apan because in recent yea rs the 
US has forced its economy along the road of rearmament. This 
year's military budget is taking one-fifth of the national in­
come, a nd will exceed by a consideraule amount last year 's 4,500,-
000 ,000 yen spent for war preparations. As the war budget 
grows, production for peace declines . Businesses ha ve glone 
bankru pt; and ironically, while text il e mill s cl ose uecause of 

"over-production," the per capita consumption of yarn is only 
one-third the pre-war figure. 

Economic dictation by the US, which has forced Japan to 
seve r economic relations with China and other Asian cou ntries, 
has caused Japan to lose important sources of raw materials 
and her forei g n markets to contract. 

F or examp le, Japan is compelled to buy coa l from dollar 
areas at US$30 a ton, whereas she could obta in it from ncigh­
borin):!' China at US$20. Japan pays up to US$27 a ton for iron 
ore, but she could get it from China at US$13; and fo r soya 
beans, the prices arc US$165 and US$100 per ton respct!ivcly. 

As for Japan's foreign markets, her total volume of foreign 
trade in l!l50 was only two-thirds the 1934-36 average volume. 

The ill effects on J apan's economy ari sing from US dictation 
ai e ouvious. The country 's peace-time economy has been plunged 
into depress ion. While inflated 1·aw material costs ha,·c boosted 
prices, unmarketable goods ha'Ve filled the warehouses. As un-
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employment and semi-employment increases, the living conditions 
of Japanese workers have deteriorated alarmi ngly, which, ad­
verse ly affecting the domestic market, has wor>ened the crisis. 

Ja1rnn's way out is equally obvious. First and most import­
an t, normal trade relations between Japan and China and other 
majol' regions in Asia must be r estored ; a beginning has now been 
made with the s igning o<f the trade agreement between Japan 
and China. 

For Japan, or any other nation, there a1·0 excellent prospects 
for mutually heneficial trade with thi s count ry. Our international 
trade in 1951 was twice the value of trade in 1950, and far ex­
ceeded the pre-war level. With each advance China makes 
in product ion under lhe New Democra ti c system , she will be 
able to offer even more agricultural , mineral, animal and in­
dust rial products for export. At the same time, Ch ina will need 
to import still more indu strial machinery, equ ipment, raw 
materials and other industr ial products to support her econom ic 
reconst ruction and to meet the growing demand s of her domestic 
market. 

Jn add ition lo economic cons iderations, the s igning of the 
trade ag-,.cemen t testifies to the Chinese people's spirit of inter­
nationali sm and their genui ne friend ship for the Japanese people. 

But it wou ld be fal se to assume that the Chinese people have 
forgotten the wrongs done them by the Japanese militari sts and 

* 
* 

Japan-Chin a Friendship Association meeting in 
Japan. 
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other foreign imperiali sts. They well remembe l' the annexation 
by Japa n of Taiwan and the Penghu I sla nds (Pescadol'es) in 
1894, lhe seizure of P ol't A rthul' and Dail'en in l!J04, the demand 
for spec ial privileges in S hantung province during World War 
I, the infamous 2 1 Demands in J !Jl5, the Shanghai massacre in 
l!J25, the occu pa t ion of lhe Nol'lheas t in 1931, the ravagi ng of 
Woosun g and Shanghai in 1932, the in st igation of a separatist 
movement in North China in lfl3 5, a nd th e all-out in vas ion which 
began on Jul y 7, 19~7 . 

Dul'ing the e igh t yea rs of their hel'Oic l'es istancc against the 
Japan ese invadel's, more than 10 ,000,000 Chi nese peop le losl their 
li vt>s, a nd the cost in wa r ex1w1Hli tures and d e~l'Oycd propel' ties, 
pub lic and private, totalled $50,000,000,000. 

Nevcrlhele'8, the people of Chin a rea lize clea rl y with whom 
tlwir debt of loss and s uffering s hould he se tll<•d. They wish to 
bl'ing l hc Japan ese mililari sts Lo ju stice, hul I.hey hea l' no g rudge 
against the J apanesc people , who, they kn ow, were made tools 
of aggrcs:-;ion hy lheir ruling cla ss. d yi n~ ira mi!'cr y as cannon 
fodder. l:loth lhc J apanese and lhe Chin es<• peo ple were made 
vidims of lhe sa me ev il forces-the forces Of aggTession. 

Th e s ig ning of lhe Sino-Ja panese Trade Agreement is a big 
step lowa1·d the winning of the fight fol' peace in As ia. A rlificial 
barric 1·s of blockade and embargo c nlail economic slag- nation, 
while free C'conomic in te reou l' ~C UrinK~ mulual prospcrit~· and 
und ersta nd ing· liclwcen nations. Grandiose plans fo r world do­
mi na tion lead lo war and des lruclion , hu l peaC'cfu l co-existence 
cnsun•s inlcrnalional pea!'c. Finally, while military prcparntions 
innate war indu st ry and l>oosl s uper-prolils for the large mono­
policf.;, disa rmament wi ll resto re and develop consumer ~oods 
indu st ry , lhus pro,·id ing an abundant life for the people. 

In signing- tli c agTCl'llll• nt, the C hin c~l' and .Japanese pl'ople 
have dcelan·d lo the world t hat they stand for peacc•fu l coopera­
tion , and a1·c against lhe rac ial hat1·ed dclil1t'ratel.v fostered hy 
humanit~1 's t' l1 l'llliC's. Th crpforc\ a ll pt•a cc- lovinµ: pcoplL•:-: of the 
wor ld wi ll g-i\'l' lheir endorsement lo lh is agreement. Fo1· the 
same reason, the wa rrn ong-c r~ in the imper ia list camp wi ll be 
g 1·ea ll y di st ud1cd liy i l, a nd will resort lo every fou l means to 
saholag·c il ; !Jul human reaso ri a nd inte rnationa l ju sti ce will 
undoubted!)' triumph over lhc l1rn te 1'01-ce of' aggression and 
war. 

The Chinese a nd Japa nese pcopll' arc delern 1i11ed lo uni lc 
more close ly in w iping out a ny obstacle lhal sta nds in their way 
to common pros perity and a peaceful life; a nd lhcy arc confident 
that they will ultimately win the balll e. 
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D UR ING the n·lalively s hort 
1w riod s111ce l1l.Jcral1on, 

new China's economy ha s been 
rapidl)' brought bal'k to a 
lev<'i approal'h in~ that of the 
best pre-war years. Thi s has 
been made po8" iblc by lhc peo­
ple's g·ovPrn mcnt's rncasu res 
to rt•s tore cummunicatio ns

1 

sta l1ilizl' th e tUITl'ney, and 
carry out land reform. 

\VatL"r t:onscrvancy and af­
fo restat ion projccls a rc under 
wa~1 1 g rt'ally a s~is ling the 
reto\'cry of agrieu l lu r e. State 
industry a nd trading· organi­
zalions have a:-;sured the intC'r­
Aow o f necess iti es at reason­
able priees, and governm ent 
aid has been a factor in the 
reco ve ry or private bus iness. 

Dy the end of lasl year, the 
national eeonomy had de­
veloped lo l he s lage where, 
withi n thi s year, it was fore­
seen that t he remaining basic 
!asks prep::u·atory lo canying 
out large-sca le indu strializa­
ti on co ui<I be accom plis hed. 
The planned completion of 
these fundamental lasks will 
pave the way for new China's 
fi1·s t five yea r plan. 

The s uccess ful achievement 
of lhis year's ta sk of pro-
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viding a sound eco nom ic basis 
for th e further development of 
nationa l construction is close ly 
l inked wilh t he Lask of aiding 
Korea and resist ing Amer ican 
ag-g-rcssion. National conslrue­
ti on must lie defended by 
aiding- Korea, and at the sam& 
lime the economy musl be 
ful'lh er developed in ordel' 
L'fl'eclually lu res ist aggressio n. 

Although t he li ving stan­
dard s of peasanls a nd workers 
have g r eatl y improved s ince 
li bera ti on, lhe present indivi­
du a l fa rm economy imposes 
l imitations upon the s peed of 
econom ic development. Last 
year, lhc average farmer of 
North China produced tho 
equ ivalent of on ly 2,000 catties 
of millet, while the average 
industria l worker produced 
lhe equ ivalent of 5,200 rnlfics. 
These figures clearly s how l he 
need for lhc development of . 
larger agr icultura l g roups, 
lea din g to co ll ect ive farming, 
and al so fo r the expansion of 
industry. 

In ag ri culture, this year's 
basic task is to rai se the 
overa ll level of production to 
a figure exceed ing the best 
years prior to the J apanese 
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war. If the bes t pre-war years 
ar e taken as 100, last yea r's 
production of food s tuffs was 
92.8, co tton 133, oi l seeds 65.!J, 
a nd tobacco 227 .7. It is 
planned that this year's food 
crop will be l'ig- ht percent 
greater than last yea r 's, bring­
ing it lo t he best pre-war 
level. The cotton cro p wil l 
exceed last year's by 20 per­
cent, or neal"iy GO percent 
g rea ter t ha n the bes t pre-war 
year. 

Agricultural production is 
being increased, not only by 
increas ing the tota l nop area, 
but mainl y by r ais ing yie lds 
per uni t area. As food stuffs , 
indus trial ct·ops a nd produce 
for expor t arc a ll important 
factors in th e na tional econo­
my, the a r ea devoted to one 
crop cannot be expanded at 
the expense of anothe r crop 
area. 

The fea s ibilit y of grea tl y 
rai s ing yields per un it a rea 
has been demons tra ted hy the 
mutual aid team s a nd sl ate 
farm s. Fo r example, last yea r 
Chen Yung-kang 's south 
Kiangs u mutual a id team set 
a record by producing more 
t ha n 1,400 ca ll ies of ri ce per 
111011, while average production 
in E ast China was on ly 310 
catties. It is obvious that if 
Chen Yung-ka ng's modern 
methods of culti vat ion are 
w idely adopted, the increase 
in rice product ion thi s year 
will be many times greater 
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than the .planned 10 percent. 
In r esponse to the govern­

menL's call for bigger crops, 
11 s tate farms initiated an 
emulation campaig n which has 
spread t hroughout China. 
Many s tate farms, agricul­
turnl proc.lucti on co-ops and 
mutual aid tea ms accepted 
their challenges fo r higher 
production and pledged the m­
selves to increase the ir o,·c rnl! 
output by 20 percent. In East 
China , many farm s planned 
to increase thei r yields to 
l ,300 mtl ics of corn, 1,800 of 
whea t and about 1,-100 of rice 
per ?11011, or from two to three 
t imes the average fo r incliri­
clual ]ll'oc.lucti on. 

Mo re than 80 mutual aid 
tcains have publi shed chal­
lenges to other teams fo r 
bigge r crops. The challen.<.:es 
included 10,000 call ics of "'·eet 
potatoes, GOO of cotton. and 
l ,477 of co rn pe r 111n11: the 
Chen Kuo-tsa i team of Fukien 
pledged the production of I ,G49 
rnll ics of rice per 111011. In­
dividual peasants a bo are 
accepting these challenges, an 
importa nt fac tor in the wide­
sp rea<l ado ption 0f Letter 
methods of cultivati on and 
rais in g of yields. 

Under the leadership of 
state farm s, the mu tua l aid 
teams a nd individua l fa rmers 
at·e encou raged to exchange 
ex pe ri ence, s trengthen leader­
ship of t he more skilled 
farmers, and adopt modern, 
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scientific methods of cultiva­
tion , getti ng rid of old-fashion­
ed ways. The success of state 
farm s in employ ing more 
adva nced techniques and in 
rai sing t heir yie lds far above 
the average, has t aught in­
dividual fa rmers the advan­
tages of large r agricultural 
units. The widespread increase 
of mu tua l a id teams and ag ri­
cultural prod uct ion co-ops is 
paving the way towa rd nat ion­
\\~de adoption of the collective 
farm system. 

Important factors in inaeas­
ing agricultura l produc t ion 
are \\atc r conservan cy, irriga ­
tion and affores tation projects, 
on which the gove rnment has 
expended huge sums. During 
the pas t two years, water con­
senancy proj ects ha ve in-

volved the moving of nearly 
1,000,000,000 cubic meter s of 
earth, enoug h to build a wall 
a meter high and a meter 
w ide, encircling the equator 
24 times. Of the many con­
ser vancy proj ec ts, the Hua i 
River Project is the largest , 
be11efiting 55,000,000 people 
living in an area of 210,000 
square kilometer s. 

Afforestation is a lso being 
carr ied out on a large sca le, 
includ ing the coastal forest 
bel t s in Shantung and North 
Kiangsu and the vast belt in 
the Northeast. Individ ual pea ,,. 
ants have pla nted millions 
of trees . In Hopei, nearly 
1 000 000 nwu have been set 
a~ id e' for the growing of trees. 

With these va rious mea~ ­
ures, it is expected that thi s 

Bette r worki ng co.nditinns provide one answer to why 
production in China's f<tctories is soaring. Photo shows 
installation of air-conditioni ng equipment in Shanghai's 
State No. 5 Cotton Mill, a development never even sug­
gested in the days when the Kuomintang ran this plant. 
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year's agricultural production 
will exceed the target. Besides 
the increase in the production 
of necessary foods tuffs, indus­
tria l raw material production 
will al so be g reate r, thu s 
fulfilling the agr icu lt ural pa rl 
of th e national economic tas k. 
Al so, wilh greater production 
th_e farmers' purchas ing powei'. 
will be rai sed, which will 
s timula te indus trial produc­
t ion 

f OR industry, the pla n is to 
raise overa ll producti on 

t hi s year by 20 percent, wit h 
heavy indus try, es pec iall y the 
machin e industry, in the lead. 
In order to ca rry out the pl a n 

s uccessfu lly, a number of im­
portant s teps are being taken 
including t he increasing of 
capacity of pr esent equipment 
th e economization of materials' 
the lower ing of cos ts of pro: 
duction , t he acce leration of 
capital acc umula tion and 
turnon·r, the r e<l uc·tion oi 
waste and the rai s in g- of labor 
productivity . 

Lasl year·s produ ction in­
di ces for ~o m e i ndu~tr ie s , as 
compared with the hi ghest 
pre-war lenls, were a s follo ws : 
steel, 333; steel p1·oduct ,, 120; 
ce ment . I 0 7; g-lass . 138; 
caustic soda, 2~4; )·am. 106; 
paper. J 55; tunµ: s ten . 80 ; pig 
it on. 64; coal, 6!J; and tin. 46. 
The inckes for iron. tin and 

Production of leather goods has risen grea tly since 
th e devcJopm_ent of an improved method of skinn ing pigs 
by_ w~rke.rs 1n Shanghai 's Municipal Slaughter-House. 
P1gsk1n is now becoming avai lable in ever-i ncreasing 

coal wou ld be greater if 
several pre-war yea rs' produc­
tion were averaged to provide 
a basr, rathe r than taking the 
peak year (1 G42 ), during 
which eq uipment and workers 
werr lil'rce ly exp loited b)' t he 
Japan l''e for th eir \\'ar ma­
rhi nr. 

The adoptio n of advanced 
working- met hods and the r e­
duction of waste, with con­
sequent hig he r product i,·ity , 
arc already in full sw ing in 
thP li .e:hl in<lu str ies, especially 
the •·otton and textil e mill s. 
The ll o Chie n-hs iu met hod of 
redlll·i ng wa~tc, introdu cl' d by 
a Ji -yl·a r ol d girl worker , ha s 
been widel )' adop ted, and work­
er;; of other mill s ha ve al so in­
troduced new methods. The 
workl'rs of State Co t ton !llill 
J\o. G, for instance, have found 
a \\'Uy lo permit the ind ividual 
worker lo tend more looms 
than be fore. !lfos t of t he s tate 
cotton mill s have ove rfulfilled 
their targets for the fir s t 
quarter of t hi s yea r , one mill 
by 18 percent. 

As a r esult of government 
measures to put the nation on 
a sou nd fin a ncia l basis, and 
to eo ntro l the di stribution and 
prices of essential commodities 
through s tate trading or­
ga ni zat ions, prices have been 
stabili zed fo r more than two 
years. Thi s has been an essen­
tia l fac tor in economic recov­
Cl'y and development. Recent-
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ly, a s one of the res ults of the 
''San Fan" movement against 
corruption , \\·aste a nd bureau­
crncy in the government, and 
th e " Wu Fan " move ment 
r.gai 11st ill egal practices of 
bu sinessmen . state re tail stores 
a nn ouncrd an aYera~.r0 price 
reduction of 11 percent fn1· 
10 .000 items. 

Wh ile government trading 
or ganizat ions have s ucceeded 
in regu la ting prices and 
market s, they ha,· e al so g reat-
1,- a ss isted pri\'ate indus tr y hy 
purchasi ng- its products and 
assurinJ.!' suppli l's of raw ma­
te rial s. In Shang hai , for ex­
amp le, the s tate department 
sto res have purchased quan­
titi es of manufactured pro­
ducts from more t han :J,000 
pri\•ately - O\\' ned factori es . 
whic h ha\' e thu s been enabled 
to continu e in production. 

Under the leadership of the 
people's gove rnment, the work­
ers and peasants are ta king 
part in emulation campaig ns 
a nd energetically improving 
t hei r production techniques, 
for they know that a s the 
national economy prospe rs 
their own standards of living 
improve. The s uccesses already 
attained in thi s year's goa ls 
fo r higher production indicate 
that the targets will be gen­
erafly exceeded, thus prepar­
ing the way for an even faste r 
economic deYelopment next 
year. 
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A Survey of------------------

1 SHANGHAI'S CHURCHES l 
---------------Yang Li-hsin 

One of. th e pr.opagancla lines which the detractors o f new China 
work most mdustnously is ''religious freedom " D · I I 
ear th I • urmg l 1c past t uee 

Y ~ cy rnvf' i;:ro und our a steady stream of material wh · I · 
fanciful and 1 dl •c' IS •• . • . ' appar('nt Y, as C'n css as their imagination I\ rd 
1ng to their "accounts,'' churches are bei ng turned . t "bl cco . 
t · b · · m o sta cs ccme· ~ries ar~ e m g lc ~C'fod to make way for mil itary fortificatior;s reli-
gJOus believers don t dare worship openly and d ' 
following article is th,... result f ' fsoP on liln so on. The 
Sh I . b . " o a survey o rotestant church es in 

ang 1a1 y a Rcv1C'w staff nwmber.-Editor, 

NOT only has the number 
of rhu1·ches in Shanghai 

not de<! rcased s ince liberation 
but a new Chin Li Hui 
(Baptist) Church was recently 
built on one of the city's main 
thoroughfares. There are at 
present about 10 different Pro­
testa nt den omination s in 
Shanghai, n ·presented by l 3U 
churches (thi s figure does not 
include their various branch 
chu1·ches). They are di s tri­
buted as follows: Chung Ilua 
Chi Tu Chiao Hui (Church of 
Christ in China) 14; Chin Li 
Hui (Baptist Church) J5· 
Chung Ilua Sheng Kung Hui 
(Anglican ChU1·ch) 12; Wei 
Li Kung Hui (Methodist 
Church) 6; Chui Shih Chun 
(Salvation Army) 3; Chi Tu 
Fu Lrng An Shi Jih Hui 
(Seven th Day Adventi s t 
Church) G; Ling Kung Tuan 
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(Spiritual Work Fellowship) 
:rn; !-!sin Nyi Jlui (Lutheran 
Church) 1; Tzu Li Hui (Chin­
ese Independent Church) 23; 
and 24 independent d11JJ·ches. 

Shortly aJtet· liberntiun, all 
the chui·ches saw a genera l de­
crease in attendance. The 
reaso n for such a drop is lwu. 
fold. Firs t, just after libera­
t ion some church goers mis­
understood the govel'llmcn l's 
policy toward Chrislianitv and 
felt it politic to s tay ·away 
from the churches. Second, 
and most impo'rtant, the Chin­
ese people are now engaged in 
the gigantic task of construct. 
ing a new country. 

Almost every individual is 
ext1·emely busy. Hundreds 
and thousands have left their 
homes on temporary or per­
manent ass ignments to work 
on ~onslruction projects, to 
parltcipate in land reform, to 
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work in minority areas, etc. 
In addition, th e various mass 
movements absorb all time 
and energy for varying 
periods. Thus many Christians 
find it difficult lo attend church 
a< regularly as in the past. 

llowe,·er, since the Common 
Program guaranteeing free­
dom of rcligiQn was iss ued, 
there has been a s teady in­
c1easc in church atlendancc 
from lhe ea rl y post-libe ration 
low point. For in ~ ta n ce , in 
the for merly American-run 
Commuuity Church, altend­
nnct', \\' hich once fell to as low 
as iO. no\\· a,·erages well over 
200 t·1·c r~· Sunday. 

Othc1· church activ ities, such 
a< Sunday School, yo un i; men's 
meet ings , fell owships and 
choir:<, have not fallen off ~ incr 
liberation. Sunday School at­
tendance runs between 30 and 
40 per church. The uilferent 
fellow ships meet once or twice 
a week di sc uss ing religious 
atfairs and other cunenf 
topics. 

Church weddings, however, 
hare fallen olf considerably. 
1'o new China, extravagance 
and waste are becoming things 
of the past. ::5ince formal 
chu1·ch weddings are more ex­
pensive, more and more cou­
ples are being manied in s im­
ple ci' ii se rvices in the P eo­
ple's Court. 

Baptismal services are still 
held in different churches in 
Shang hai. Foi· ins tance, in 
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the Pure Heart Church of the 
Church of Christ in China, 40 
people were baptized in 1951. 

S ince severing their connec­
t i0ns with imperialism and re­
ru , ing to accept s ubsidies from 
abroad, the churches in China 
h:we been s tri ving to become 
self-supporting-. At pres!'nt, 
Shanghai's various churches 
depend mainly on members' 
contriuutions. Though offerings 
vre small t0rlay, they arc gen­
ern l! y suffi c ient. This is be­
ca use the churches have cut 
down their unnccc~sary ex­
pc:nditures and reduced the 
number of workers. 

Poi· in stance, the pastors' 
sa laries have been reaso nably 
readju sted. Before libe rntion , 
thci1· \\·ages wC'l'e J' aid in US 
CU l'l'Cn cy nnd ncve!' made pub. 
lie. The government has he lp­
ed out those churches faci ng 
n •al fln.ancial difficu lties by 
exempting them from land 
and property taxes. This has 
been of great help to seve ral 
chul'ches . 

A new act ivity in the 
churches is study of cu rrent 
affairs. The pasto rs of difkr­
ent churches of the same de­
nomination , togcthe1· with the 
mem bers of the churches , 
meet once or twice a week, 
studying government regula­
ti ons and other curl'ent events . 
Recently all churches studied 
the San Fan documents 
(against corruption, waste 
and bureaucracy in the govel'n-
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ment ) . 
In this way, the Chris tians 

keep abreast of the current 
s ituation in the country . Dur­
ing the drive for donating 
heavy c~u ipment to the volun­
teer s in Korea, S hanghai's 
Christ ian s made large contr i· 
bution s. 

A s nrnll but highly s ignifi­
c:int change in S hanghai 's 
churches s ince liberation ha ~ 
been the di splaying of national 
flag:-; in sid t' various churches. 
This could neve r have happen. 
ed in the past when the 
ch urches were co ntroll ed by 
the foreign mi ss ionari es. How­
cve t\ thi s docs not mea n g<J\·­

e rnmen t inte rf'e r l'ncc in the 
cl>urch. O n the con trary, it 
s ignifi es t ha t Lhe chu rehes built 
o,.; Chin ese so il bL•long to t he 
Chi nese peo ple. 

Tn addition to regu la 1· chureh 

:---~~;;;~;~~~;---, 
The July issue of the RE VIEW . 

should be 1;sled as Volume 123, I 

I
i' ~;ijJr:::~.~~:'.~5~:i~~2 1, 

pJragraph should read: " As a 

I result of the "San Fan" move ­
ment, time Jos t on breakdowns 

I and/or acci dents in the bu~ 
com pany per 100 ki lome ters 

I dropped from an average of lJ 
minutes to six minutes; char-

! coal consumed per kilometer 
was reduced from 1.2 catties 

1 to o.s catties." 
1 
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activities, th ere are at present 
six theologica l schools in 
Shangha i, wher e future reli­
g ious leade rs a r e trai ned. 
Th e Tie-n F rny week ly, a 
Chri stian publica tion in the 
city, reaches Chri stians 
th roughout most of the major 
citi es in the count ry. 

New Ch ina's P rote,tant 
Chr istians fa ce th e future 
with confide nce. Having end. 
ed the ir depe nd ence up un for. 
c ig n fund s :rnd r e mo,·e,: the 
imperiali s t ic influ ences that 
accompanied them , they are 
now building a new indigen. 
ous church which will rest 
upon much firm er foundations 
than th e o ld , foreign dom inat­
ed churc·h. 

C uarantced freedom of reli. 
gi"us belief by th e Cclmmon 
Program- the country's basic 
law- they obviously have 
1rn thing lo fear from the gov­
e rnme nt. In fact, hundreds of 
Chri stian s are actively partici· 
pr. ting in va ri ous levels of 
governm ent , some as repre­
sentatives of Chri stian organ­
iza tions, others a s reprcsenta. 
li ves o f bu s iness or profes­
s iona l o r other occupational 
g roups, s till other s a s civil 
servant~ in va riou s govern­
ment o rgan izat ions. Some 
hold r espons ible o ffi c ial posts 
in the central and regionnl 
gove rnme nts . Like the rest of 
the ir country men , China's 
Chri stians are active partici· 
pants in the huge job of build· 
ing a new country. 
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New Teaching Method 

Wiping Out Illiteracy 

J:'o r centuries the Va !; l nrnjority of th{' Chin es e were illitera te. In 
the prC'scnt nation ·widc drive to wipe out this age-o ld blig ht the new 
revolutionary rapid mNhod of lea rning charactC'rs h as been a spur 
to te:lchi ng soldiers, workers .:lnd p easa nl s tc bl'con1 e lit e rate, anrl in. 
this w;1y pla}' th e ir part in constructing a mod C' rni7cd new China. 

N E\\ Chi na's nation.wid e 
literacy drive has bee n 

gi,·cn a big boost by the suc­
ce" f' ul adopt ion of a rapid 
meth od of lea rning Chi11c•se 
characte rs. A t the time of 
liberation, 80 percent of th e 
pop ul atio n was illiterate . S ince 
the" s trikin~ progre>;s has 
been made in workers ' and 
peasa nts ' educat ion. However, 
the diffi cu lty o f maste ring the 
writte n Chinese la nguage has 
made it a s low process . Hence, 
th e recent deve lopment of the 
rapid method system for lea rn­
ing C' harac te rs will exped ite 
the big j ob of wiping out illi­
tera<'y in China. 

The new met hod, initiated 
in lhe Peo pl L•'s Liberati on 
Army by teacher Chi Chi en. 
hua , has been tri ed and found 
success ful in the army and in 
worke r and peasa nt cla sses. 
Results s how that by using 
Chi 's method a work r r can cut 
down the time necessa ry for 
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lca111i ng chan1cte rs to al leas t 
a ! ~ nth nr one- fi ftee nth the 
time former!>• req uired. Fu 1· 
exa mple , th e majority of the 
so ldi l' I"> in t he Fourth Field 
Army or the Pl.A in Central­
South China lea rned 2,000 
characters in less than two 
rn onth s1 intensi\·Q stud y, using 
the new method. I n pre­
libernted China one would 
ha,·e ha d to s pend a fe \\' 
years in o rder to maste r the 
2,000 characters needed to 
read an d write. 

THF: fir s t s tep in the rapid 
method of ll'a rning char. 

acters is the memo rizing of a 
se t of 37 ph onet ic signs (not 
C'haracters ) \\'hich ena bles t he 
student lo obtain a close ap­
;>roximati on of t he sound of 
a ny character in th e lang uage. 
Tn o rd er t o he lp th e student 
mas tC'r th ese phonetic s ign s 
more quickly, each one is 
usually accompnnied by a pie-
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ture or a short story in the 
initial stage. This take• two 
days after which the student, 
by the use of a combination 
of two or three phonetic s igns 
(which are divided into vowel s 
and consonanto) is able to pro­
nounce the characters he sees. 

The next step is to apply 
the phonetic signs to the 
actual characters. First the 
sl udcnt reads the character 
with thl' phonetic signs along­
side it such as:*= (pronounced 
mi and meaning rice) and the 
phonetics (representing 111 and 
; making the sound mi). The 
teacher's ta•k at this point is 
to exp lain the meaning of the 
character in such a way as to 
link it up with things common 
to the student's daily life. Jn 
t hi s way a s tudent is ab le to 
study 20 or more words in an 
hour. 

Following this the students 
di vide into small mutual help 
groups, and aid each other in 
n•peating the words learnerl. 
After r epeating each character 
four or fi,·c times, th e phone­
tic signs are removed, and the 
st udents bcgi n Lo read char­
acters ind ependently. Tried 
and tested in many cases. 
\Yith in 100 hours the students 
can lea rn to read 2,000 charac­
tl'rs. 

Actua ll y the phonetic s igns 
li:l\'e IJ cen known in Ch ina for 
many years, dating back to 
the 19 J 3 confc-renc~ to popu­
larize the Peking dialect a s 
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the standard pronunciation of 
the Chinese language. At this 
conference it was decided to 
adopt the phonetics invented 
for this purpose by a group of 
lex icographers and phonolo~­
ists of w horn Professo r Li 
Ching-hsi, now head of the 
Department of Chinese Langu­
age and Literature at Nation­
al Peking University, was one 
of the leade!'s. However, 
under the various \Yarlor<l re­
gimes and the Kuomintang no 
attention was paid to mass 
ed uca tion and this system 
never got beyond the realm of 
the primary school \\'here it 
\\'HS only used to help the 
children learn Lo prnnouncc 
the w r itten charaden<. 

IL \\·as not until lat <.> 1948 
when Chi Chic•n-hua bL·gan Lo 
devote his efforts lo making 
real use of the phon etic signs 
that they were used as a 
\\·eapon to overcome illill'racy 
in the army. 

However, the rapid method 
of learning cha1.-aclcrs is 
more than mere reliance 
on the use of these important 
phonet ic s ign s. Various ck­
ments arc ~.rntaincd in lhc 
method . For example, one oi 
the chiPf points in in st ruc-ting 
' lucl cnls b to have tla >scs 
made up of students with ap­
proximately the same under­
standing and the t eaching of 
the characters must be related 
to the every day life of the 
students , revolving around 
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vocabu la ry they are most fami­
liar with. 

Most Ch inese words are com­
binations of two characters. 
Thus in learn ing, for exampk, 
the character i'iA (chcio), the 
students are given the com­
bination mi.~ ( chao shicn) 
which means Korea rather 
than the combination ~;JHI;: 
(chan dai) meaning dynas ty. 
For the average student the 
word Korea is something he 
comf's across daily whereas 
dyn:1' t)' has little or no use. 
In the case of workers, when 
learninir the characters mean­
inir temporary, ~,\f. ~ (lin 
shih), it is much easier if this 
is comb ined wi';h the charac­
ter (11 1111y ) meaning to wo 1·k. 

The three together-tin shih 
91<1117-are the common term 
for temporary employment, 
something a worker is familiar 
\Vi th. 

From thi ' it can be seen 
that phrases a rc an impol'lant 
key to the rapid melhod of 
learning character,. The 
phrases learned are carefully 
a ttuned to the every day ex­
prc~s i on~ and experiences of 
the student. 

An important clement in 
leaching- wo rkers and peasants, 
who have spent their lives in 
illiteracy, is the time give n to 
building up the confi<lencc of 
the Htudcnls to enable thl'm to 
maste r the characters. Stress 
is a lso placed oo breaking 

Chi Chicn·hua, inventor of the new teaching method, 
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down the psychological barrier 
confronting the average stu­
dent, who at firs t does not be­
li eve he can learn so many 
characters in so s hort a time, 
or, for that matter, in any 
amount of time. The idea is 
to get everybody to be able to 
read 2 .000 characters, anu 
and at the same time 1Vl'ite the 
boo ks, magazines and news­
pape1·s in l"'i /11w (the spoken 
language). thus getting rid of 
1hc semi-literary filips which 
the intellectuals have clung lo 
so dt•s perately. 

Breaking down of the psy­
chological 1barrier is done 
lhrou i; h ori;anized effort led 
by the teacher. Wh e n hes il­
a nt beginners immediately 
brini; up the point that for 
years they ha1·c never lea rn ed 
more than a handful of char­
acters the teacher exp lains the 
new method and cites concrete 
examples of people like them­
selves who have already mas­
tered the problem. 

Through lectures on the 
new method which --is des­
cribed as the key to the 
doo r of culture once it is 
gras pe<I, throui;h s howing 
the students that as adults 
they hal'e accumulated many 
ex periences which have equip­
ped them with the ability to 
identify the characters rather 
than having to rel~· on sheer 
memory, through initial exam. 
pies o f words they use every 
day (such a s IJ11J1]J /no dung 
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meaning labor), the doubts of 
beginner~ are overcome. As 
t he y get into the course self­
con fid e nce rises as day by day 
the s tudents see th e mselves 
accomplishing the " impossi ble." 

Still another important ele­
ment in the succe'5 or Chi 
Chien-hua's new method is that 
the s tudents want to learn, 
want to become litera te , and 
know that they now ha \'c a 
wa1·. Of co urse in the old 
da);S the average C11ine>e also 
11·anted to learn to read and 
v. rite but there was li ttle op· 
portunity. Schools we re for 
th ose with money and the lime 
needed to plod through the 
s low labo rious method of 
memorizing characters. many 
of which we l'e sole ly fol' the 
litera ry language. Today 
th e people know th e l'e are 
school s for them to attend and 
morcovc>r th ere is a crying 
nred fo1· people who arc liter­
ate. 

By 1 !l5 I, 2,000.oon ·.rn .. k­
e l's and 11 ,000,000 peasant s 
were attending spare.time 
"ehoo ls all ove r the count!')'. in 
addition to 3fl,000,000 l"'""111ts 
who had joined winte1· 't udy 
<·lasses. Today the people arc 
convinced or th e need to be­
come litc1·ate in order to play 
a rnorc irnporlant part in the 
building of a nell' China. Then 
they ha ve the countil'S> ex­
amples in the PLA of illiter­
ate so ldi e r s who have s uccc>s­
fully gone through the course. 
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All thi s, added to the fact that 
the method for rapidly learn­
ing characters is before them, 
makes for definite hope on the 
part of the s tud e nt. 

THERE is no doubt that the 
rapid method of learning 

characters has been a success. 
Last year it was widely used 
throughout the PLA. In Dec­
ember 1951 the Political De­
partment of th e Central Mili­
tary Co111mittee or the PLA 
decorated it' initiato r. C'hi 
Chien-hua , and decided to 
ac'opt til!' method for th e 
whole arm;·. Th;, )·ear the 
All-Chi na F'eclc,.ation of Lah o1· 
and bureau s of educat ion in 
man y parts of th e rou nl1')· 
ha1·e decided thal tlw method 
will be t"ed in winter school> 
and in nil workcl's' nnd peari;­
anls' full and part-time 

schools. 
Since last year re~ults 

achieved in experirnental 
groups , in addition to the PLA 
s uccess in the past few years, 
ha1·c been amazing and give 
evidence of the manner in 
ll'hich workers and peasants 
all ove r China will be able to 
master the writ ten language 
i1: a s hort lime. 

Ln s t F'ebruar)' the Railway 
Indu ~ try Un ion in Hangchow 
conducl<•d an exper iment in a 
specia l " '"" made up of 30 
transportatiun workers which 
1·t·stilted in rai , ing the average 
reading- \'Ol'abuJary rrom 145 
tn I ,!100 l'harncter" after 37 
day>. 13y the encl of the cours., 
each 'tucle nt had fW 8Sed an 
oral exam ination un four sim­
plt• text boo!" anti I 0 pamph­
k·t >'. The,- al so wrote two le!-

A cla ss of wom en workrrs from Shanghai's Slate 
No. 1 cotton 111ill studying Chines<' und er the new method. 

* 

* 



t crs a nd s ix art icles each w ith ­
out the aid of their teachers. 

In Ticnts in , under the au s­
pices of the Cotton Ind ustry 
Union, an experimental class 
consisted of 2!J members in· 
e luding 21 wom e n \\'Orkcrs. 
The cnlil'e co u r :<<' Jn,tl'd l ~I!) 
hours duri11g which th e aver­
age vora bu la ry was ra i ~f'd 
from 520 lo 2, J 08 charnclcr,, 
l\1 ost of the s tudents " ·e re able 
to r~ad o rd inary puhlicatio 11s 
and write " hort arlicles with. 
c.u1 difli cu lty. 

Among- pC'a ~a nls, a n cxpc1 i­
ment """ made by the H o use 
of Culture on the oubldrts or 
P<'king. Beginning in .January 
th e class was attended hy 21i 
peasants, some of whom were 
co mplet clr i II iterate. A ftC'r 
1G5 hours the al'erage numbe1· 
of charact<'l's lea rn ed was 
1,G:rn, half of the student" 
reaching 2.000. They attend 
cd dasses for two hours a day 
and mem o rized the phonetic 
signs in only nine hours. 

The adoption of Ch i Chicn­
hua's rapid method of i<'arning 
characters, combi ning a new 
,·ystem of study and organiza­
tion, is perhaps the greatest 
s ingle s tep taken toward wip­
ing out illiterncy among the 
people and quickly rai sing 
their cultura l and technical 
knowledge to a level in line> 
with the needs of C hin a's con­
s tantly expandi ng national 
construction. 
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: MOVIES GAIN IN POPULARITY I 
I
I N EW China's movie in dustry howe,·c r , is fo r regular thea- othP1· is being built in the I 

has mad l' great headwav ters only and does not include w< ·:< tcrn working class district. 
during the past three year;, th attendance at showing' The workers in the theaters I 

I renectinp: th e ri s in;; living gi:e n' by projection teams in hav t• he lpe d to pupularize the I 
II ,;ta ndard of th e peopl e in the the fact o ries and sub urban films. They have 'ct up r ead- I 

country. areas. ing rooms with the latest 1 

I At p resent, there arc i50 Ticket prices in all theaters magazines and wall news- I 
: theaters and J,GOO mobile pro. in Shang-hai, including the papers in the thcatl'rs and one I 
: .ic<: t ion lt·am ~ in China. The first-run ~ how :-;, hn\·c been re- mo\·ic hou :-.c in Sha1 1Kha i even t 
1 >:ig-ni licance o f these figures is duced mnJT' than 100 percPnt has a nechP. I 
I Jl'adily appan·nt \\hl'n compar. and lll'C wel l within th e bud- Rig-ht afll'r the liberation of I 
: ul with prc-libera ti1111 statis- get of nh>~ t re~ idcnb 111 :he ~ha111 .. dw1, 11wvic altenda11ce : 

I t it·:< . Jn thP Kuomi nta ng days ,l\·prai.:cd ·tlwut 2 000 000 a I 
there \\Cre only !iOO theaters city. month. Th

0

c numbc
0

r in:·rca,NI I 
I ;'.'i','ln~;roj"<lion team s in all of we~·l~an~'.'.ai'"t h~11 ai~~ ntil::~a~~~~ ~;;nr~t~OO;~~~cc~~,'~ 1 ~1,oiono ,oig5 ~ I I I n the past , dcni rd l'nlry lo lrict and the m o1·c exc lus ive and I !IS I . By F ebruary of I 
l the ti 1·st-run thcat e r.s, the g1·eat res id ential arl'as, and none t hi s ;-car. Shani.:hai 's movie l 
f majority of the JH't1ph.· rarely \\'£'re pro\·idcd for the ,,·orkcn;. atlcr:danc.·<· \\'a s averaging 1 
I ii e,·cr had a l'hance to see a Reccnll)'. a new theater has aroun d :l,i00,000 a month. B y I 
I mo,·i<'. In l!l51. h<J\\C\'Cr, of been coll!plcted in the \\'orking mid-year the figure \\'as s till 

1

1 l !he :Jr.0,000,000 people who class area of Zikawci and an- ri :;ing . 
I l;ought movi e tickl'ls . 2:!0,000, I 
I 000 \\'ere urban rc,idcnts and Sha nghai ' s f;r,, n ew theate r in many years - The I 
I J .J 0,000 ,000 \\'ere f1 "m fac. I 

I H C' ngs h an , b uilr for workl'rs rn th e ZikawC"i districL I tori cs, \'ilbg-es and :1rmy· units. 

I 01'cra ll mol'ic at
1
_i

11
ecn

1
·dcaansecde I has also slcatlily 

1 >ince liberation. In 1!•51, at-
1 kndance doubled th~ previous 
I Ylar 's, \\'ith progn· :--:~ i\ c films 

11• accou ntini.: f
1
'·'e'c' e!

1
_l
1
U
1
t".Jll'l'Ccnt ,·onf· 

'"'" onice . For 

I sla nu'. l'a rly this year. close 
to :!,OfJ!J,000 people in Shang­

l hai alone saw the docull!entary 

I pil'llJJ'P " Re s is t US Ag-gression 
a 11d A id Korea." This figure, l ____________________ _ 
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Will Surpass Pre-War Level 

Fishing Industry Prospers 

C HINA'S fi shing indus try, 
which ;uffered a Joss of 

half its fi shing craft dur ing 
the war .again ~ t .Japan, and 
dcdined even furth e r in the 
rears follow ing VJ-Day i~ 
ex pec ted thi s rear lo reach 
and perhaps Hll'pa.<.< the pre­
war catch. 

This remarkable nch ie1·ement 
is the res ult of careful plan. 
ning by the peop le's govern­
ment, organi7.ation of the 
fi shermen, l:ll'g-e loa ns extend­
ed to them, and expans io n of 
the market. At the same lime, 
prices ha1·e been maintained 
and th e ancient bane of fi sher­
men, f euda l protectio n rackets 
masquerading as "sales agen­
cies," ha\·e been done away 
with. 

In l 034, the Eas t China 
fi s hing fl eet numbered nea rly 
70,000 sea-going junks, 288 
s team vessels and tens of 
thousands of 'Jllall fres h water 
fish ing craft. Tbe catch, from 
the 270,000 square mile fi s h­
ing grounds of lhe East Ch ina 
Sea, Yellow Sea and Pohai 
Bay, and the barely exp loited 
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448,000 square mile South 
Ch ina Sea, averaged about 
700.000 tons. 

J n !049, th ere were only 
><•me 30,000 junk-; and 125 
s leam vesse ls, and the catch 
was Jess than 450.000 tons. 
T he fh:hcrmcn Wl'rc poverly-
,·t 1·icken, unable to repa ir 
t'1C'i1· huat s 01· nets, and 
at lhc mere,· of the s horeside 
g-ang- ~; of "b rokers'' who rob­
bed them of most of tli e value 
of their catch . 

UNRRA made a gesture at 
" ss is ting the re,·iva l of China's 
fi , hing indu stry by sending a 
fl eet of 130 trawlers. which 
opera'ted under the "Fisheries 
Re habilitation Administra­
ti o n. " The American captains 
we re paid US$fJOO a month 
plus bonuses , and after four 
years the fleet had brought in 
only l 0,000 tons of fish­
n. lued al about one-ninth of 
I· RA expenses. Only a few of 
tlw trawlers were in condition 
tu put out tu sea, and the com­
Lination o f UNRRA inefllcien­
cy and the Shanghai fish 
monopo ly, which objected to 

China Monthl y Review 

FRA's threat to its control of 
the market, resu lted in FRA 
contributing less tha n 10 per­
ctnt of the fi sh sold in Shang­
hai. 

After li beration, the K.M~ 
"Marine Products Compan ies 
l'.'ere reorganized, and the 
people'.< government made 
lcrge i111·estments in s hipbuild­
ing. process ing plant,-, ice and 
cold storag-c plant.<, dockyards. 
net fadoril'~, co<l li\·c r oil re­
fineries nnd canncric~ . Fisher­
men' =" coopcraliYl'S have been 
set up , and nearly 800,000 
fo.hermen ha Ye organi7.ed 
themseh·es into mutua l-aid 
~rOUI"· (:01·crnmcnt loa ns to 
fi ; hermen for the repair of 
boats, purchase of net s and 
other g-ear, hm·e exceccl<-d a 
tt• t:il 111' Y200.000,000,00fl. 

Fisherm.in' s 

children t1e lp 
unloJd catch. 

August 1952 

The government has further 
assisted the r ecovery of the 
indust ry by maki ng sa lt :1va il ­
ab le to fi she rmen at a one­
th ird reduction in p r ice, by 
ex tend in g the lime for making 
t:.x payments, and hy red uc ­
tion of fre ight rates . One of 
the biggest benefits to fi sher­
men has been the regulated 
price for fi sh. 

In the old days, \\'hen abund­
ant catches were broug ht to 
cit,· markets, prices o lfrred 
fel l off . O\\'ing to the control 
n[ the market by unprincipled 
"L rokers ." The average fi sher­
n1an kept less t han a third of 
the Yalue of hi s year's catch 
for himse lf . Now, however, 
ex11 l'bila nt brokerage fees have 
bt·en el imin a ted along w ith 
J11'ice manipulation. Last yea r , 
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suitable for breed· th ing, and 
o er provinces, such as Hu-
peh, have a multitude of lak 
and ponds. es 

. One great difficulty in rais­
ing -~resh water fi sh has been 
~.ve 1 co me. Two favored varie-
1es of fi sh do not spawn or 

Latch under artificia l condi-

(ions, which makes 't 
sa1· t t 1 neces-

Y o ransport fry from th 
Yangtze ancf Pearl rive e 
:ortality used to be very hi;~· 

ut has now been reducer! t ' 
0. 7 percent with long 1. 

0 

tanc · ( 1s-
e an· transport being u d 

fo 1· th ti . se 
h

. t e rs t t ime in China's 
1s ory, 

Wd h~n Chefoo fishermen unload a 
an a rn1ring crowd. big ca rch it draws 

China Monthly Review 

CULTURAL RELATIONS 

WITH EASTERN EUROPE 
SIDNEY SHAPIRO 

J N lhe past, the average Chinese had only the \·agucst notions 
about the culture of the nation s now cons tituting- the people',; 

democ racies of Europe, nor could th e c itizens of those countries 
be said to have had any real und erstanding of culture in Chi na . 
Thi s was due to a number of factors. The ruling class of the 
feudal Ming and Ching dynas t ies scorned what tlwy con sidered 
the preten sion s of culture of the "barbarians ," and did the ir 
best lo isolate Ch in a from the influences of the Western wor ld. 
After the doors of international trade had been forced open by 
imperiali st gun-boats, wlwn the beg innings of Chinese capitali sm 
were fo llowed by the advent of the Kuomintang· government, 
there arose within the ruling class an uncritical worsh ip of a ll 
Western culture imposed on China by its foreign exploite rs, to 
th e virtual exc lusion of all other cu ltures. 

Di scussing thi s latte r period, Kuo Mo-jo, noled Chinese 
scholar, says: "In the recent 30 to 40 years, the imperia li sts, 
primari ly the American imperialists, attempted deliberately to 
imbue the Chinese people with thei r corrosive cu lture. The pro­
ducts of the imperialists who had profaned the dignity of human 
cul ture comprise extreme ly egoistic commercialism; a frenz ied, 
dow ncast, abnormal psychology caused by desperat ion; irrational 
mysticism; n1urder ; lascivious nes: s ; a national super iority mania; 
a destruction of t!1e concep ts of vi rtue and jus t ice and a tram­
pling on the human sense of beauty. All these filthy things 
could not but be spewn out and rej ected by us ." 

While new China emphatica lly rejects the degrnded elements 
of Western culture, ils progressive features are welcomed with 
enthusiasm. Chairman Mao T se-lung sets forth Chinese policy 
in no uncertain terms: "China must absorb abu ndan tly from 
fore ign progress ive culture the nouri shing material for her own 
cu lture. This work has not been done sufficiently in the pas t. 
We must absorb all that is useful to us today." 
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One part of effectuatin ·. . 
ment of cultural relat' g this policy has involved . 
Europe. S ince th f10ns with the people's demo . the establish-
. e oundi 1. crac1es f E 
in October 194!! ce t _. n~ o the People's Rep bl ' 0 astern 
"" . • n u11es of i:i:I' · u 1c of Ch' .,.ess1ve cu ltures of Cl . a1 icial ba niers b t . JOa 
away. llna and Eastern E . e "een the Pr<>­

u1 ope ha ve been 811·ept 
. Pacts on cultura l coo er . 

gh 1.n a ancJ Hung a1·y, Rumap. at1C~-n ha1·e loecn s igned 
e1 man Democrati R n1a , zec hoslo\'·1kia p I between 

ed pledge tl c epublic, whereby ti ' '' 0 an d and the 
cu lture an~en;se l ve.s hto foste r th e undcr~~a~~1·c1·nrnenb concern-

' . o exc ange cultura l materi~i'ng c f each other 's 
In Ts 111g hua Un;, .. 't, ,111d expc 1· icnces. 

choslovakia, Rumania ~~~' J'. near Pel<ing, s tudents fr 
lllg courses. Exhib't.' gana , Hungary and Pola d om Cze. 
Rumanian p . ' ! ions ca lled " Cons tn;l'li . ' n a re attend-
"N eop le s Repu l.i /ic Ac.I . on 111 Hungan· .. "Tl 

ew Czechoslovak. " 'ances toll'ard S .· .. ' ., ie 
major cities C . ia have i,('l' n s taged in ' .. oc1ahsni and 
exhibited in. hJ11 ese art objC'cts and ei h 1 ek lllg and othe1· 

Prag ue dul'ing "CJ . g t n10t1on picture- 1rere 
went on tour throu h R . 11na ~l c nth" in June ' - . 
hibition of Chi nese g . /uman1a, H ungar;' and p I f !iuO. then 
195 1. p1oc ucts ll'a s hdd in Bu i o am . An ex. 

gana Jn January 
. Numerous delega tions to . 

st11?1ulate interest in the;;. . and J i:om China ha1·e done 
artists or scien t · . . . <OU11t1 ics C'u ltu rc>. WI ) . n1t1c h to 
or info . 1 d' ists, in rn teniell's \\'itl1 th iet ic1 s tudents 1 ma i<c ussi I · e press du · ' 
the culture of th ,.' .· on s_, t icy are tlPluged \\"t) ' 'i.ng lo1 u111 s 

CIJ na tive count ry. Sel'e1· I I 1 'JUest 1ons a bout 
a of these l'ep1·e>cnta-

tives, like those in the Chinese Youth Delegation to the Third 
World Festival for Youth a nd S tudents in Berlin, in August 
1951, were able to demons trate as \\' ell as ta lk a bout some phases 
of their culture. The yo ung actors, s inge r s a nd da ncers amo ng 
them put on a show which entranced the vast aud ience . 

Vi siting mus ica l and theat ri cal g roups, with their direc t mass 
appeal, have evoked enthu s iast ic r esponse. Ma Si t son an d the 
six other Chinese mu sic iam< who part icipated in the Spring 
Musical Fes ti,·a ) at Prague in Jun e I a5 1 were exceedingly well 
receil'ed. A Chinese acroba t ic t roupe scored a smashing success 
in Poland, after a r ecord-breaking series of performances in the 
Soviet union. IL was so popular in the latte r country that a 
film 1ras madt• of it in Moscow wh ieh wa s ,-ho\\·n throughout the 
SoYie t U nion anrl the Eu rnpean people's democracies. 

The f'olk dan cing". music and choral s ing ing of the H u ngarian 
State People's Ensemble. r ecent!,- on lour in China, ca ptured 
the heart s of thousands of del ig ht t•c! Chin ese. During the P eking 
May Day demons tratio n lh is year , the Ensemble joined lhe great 
"aradc 11rn1·ching past the Ch inc;;e a nt! fo reign notables assembled 

Left: Scene from a 
famous Czechoslovak 
puppet play a nd a 
model o f a puppet 
lh cnter which was one 
of th e exhibits at th e 
Czechoslovak ia n Ex· 
hibition which recent!y 
toured China. 

Right: One of the 
( olk dances performed 
by the Hun ga ri an cul ­
tu ral troupe during its 
visit to Shanghai this 
past spring. 



on Tien An Men and in the reviewin 
ed dances, the choral group sang l . s t:incl s. After a few spirit. 
the rostrum, the popular son . n ec Y to Chairman Mao on 
and th ey sa ng it in Chi~ . g t hi s honor, " The East is H~d" 
celebration participants. esc, o tic cheers of 500,000 rnass~d 

The exchange of plays and motion )ictur . . . 
M. people lo comprehend easily t h l l'f es is ena blmg millions 
11'1ends on th e other s ide of ll; e le ' e .. a nd culture of thei r 
a doc u111 enta1·y an' " D ·1·1 B lg obe. New Czechos lova k1'a" 
r• • . ' u ' 1 Y rea( " r . . ' ' 
u c J man Democ ra t ic Hepu!Jl '. l ' a cat.u1 e film made in the 
A • ti I ic, iave won wide . l · . . 

L ie nlernalional Film F t" l . ace aun u1 China. 
we re awarded to the Chinese m~sti~vna .m Prng-u c in i as1, prizes 
crs" and the famous "WJ "t H . p ictures, "The Steeled Figl1t 
l 11 e a 1 red (' · l " T · 
•een per formed a s a drama on tl;e s ta : " · . ·. he lat te r _has also 

a ll ungal'lan thea trica l . ges of Czechoslovakia while 
Cl. l g i oup has done r ' 

llncse Pay " Matured in Batlle." a in c ve1·s ion of the 

Art icles dealing with the cu ltu. 
peo ple's democrac ies U)l)JC l la) matters Of their lnolher 
an I · ar a mos t da ily in ti l { magaz in e:-:, while press le oc.:a l new . ...;pape1·s 

. CO\'c1·agc of their t·u ltural affair~ 

and activit ies is quite full. The Peking K wa.11g111i11g Dn i/Jf 
publishes a fortnightl y s upplement entitled "Cultural In terflow" 
which devo tes itse lf primar il y to Ch ina's cultural r elations with 
the Soviet Union and the peop le's democrac ies of Europe. 

Magaz ine circu la tion, loo, is bri sk. Ch i11n l' iclo riol and 
People's Chi1w ha ve both Englis h a nd Ru ss ian edi t ions. A 
wide n •aclc l'ship is cnj oyrd in C' hin a by s uch pe riodical s as the 
Rnmr111ir111 Re view, C:rchnslovok /, ifc, F1·ce 81<-l.'faria and the 
Gcrmau Drmocratic Rqmhlic iu lo11s f ructio11. 

Th r fol'egoing is onl y the briefest outl ine of some examples 
of cultura l exchange belwct•n C' hina and the Easte rn Euro pean 
dcmorra" irs . \\' hilc fa,. from complete. it at tes ts lo the in tense 
inten»t of the C' hin e'l' people and th r people of the European 
demo('raciL·~ in enC' h oth0r':-; cu ltu re:-:. SuC' h an in tcrc~t i ~ entirel y 
natural . for aside from the arti stic OI' techni ca l merits of the 
re~ pC'diYC' cultun.'", outwa rdly Yaril'd and "d ifferent" as they 
ma)· In'. tlwrc a l' t' many katu1·cs tommo n lo a ll of them . 

Thus. as th e C'h in e><' \' ie \\' S)'lllpathetita ll )· the cffol'ts of 
Berlin workers in l hl' C:c·r111an Dc111ocratic Rep uuli" to repa ir a 
war r:l\·agC'cl factory in th l' motion pidure " Daily B read," Ger­
man reade rs r eadil )' unde rs ta nd the prublc111s of workcl's- r e­
hahilita tin g a powe r plant \\'l'ecked li y the l'c trea t ing Ku omintang-, 
as descri bed in the Chin ese no\'el " Moving Force." The mag ni · 
f;cent "Notes From lhc Gallows" hv .Jules Fucik and the Chinese 
film "S hangjao C'oncrntration Can;p" bot h tell t he sto r y of men 
of slrcl, intrepid in tlw face of fa sc is t monstrousness. The more 
the Chinese peop le and t he people of Eastern Europe lea rn of 
each othel''s experiences as expressed in t he ir cultures, t he more 
they arc s truck by t he s imi!aritie~. and the s tronger becomes 
their fee ling of admi ring- f ellowship . 

Thei r cultures howcvc l' bes peak not onl y t heir past r esem­
blances but al so the identicali s m of the il' present and fut ure 
aspirntion s. F oremost among them are the drsil'e to prese r ve 
world peace and t he dclc l'mination to deve lop free, pros pe rous , 
democra ti c soc ie ti es . Firml y s haring; lh csc sa me a im s, China 
and the people's democracies of Eas tern Eul'opc arc pou ring 
for th eve r increas in g :.; trea ms of facls, c reations and ideas, w hich, 
as they fl ow between the two l'c•g-ions , s timulate and enri ch the 
cu ltures of both. 

I ' 
11 . 



CHINA NOTES 

Bumper Harvest for Chi 
BUMPER wheat cro . na 

with a · . .rs aie expected this . . . 
h n m c1ease in output yea1 th1oug-hout Ch' 

~1; 1 e,~;J/:~~l~~~~g se~;ion s in ;~·1et';,,la~ta~~a~·11~1 Nn:ostt
1
areas. c~~~ 

W · yea1 s han·est. 01 H1·cst China 
heat Prospects f . N 

Estimates fo. p· : 01 • orth China are ll , 1 , . . 
in North Ch'. rnf1n uan pro1·ince, a chief wh ,.'~ '~'l '.'1 ,\'cars. 
kilo r . ina, oreca:-.t an a\·cra r la p1od th:111 :_:· area 

g ams per hectare All . gc output of more ti. 7 
expected to s urpass ti ' in .all, :\orth China's fo J .. '"n 20 

In Ea ·t Ch' ic 1~51 figure liv ;3 !100 000 t O< ""'"are 
scr . ' s . ina, the nation':-; l· . , .. ~ ' . ~ 011:-' . 
. vat11e est imates se t ti.. . . a1gc , t adm1111slrn til'e .,. 
over last year B. . 11:-; Jea1·.s wheat cro n1c,a. con. 
had been . ·' n11d-Junc inc1·c·1 s,,. o f f p at leas t IO percent 

reported in Ciwkiang - . ' ~ ·om IO to 20 percent 
The progre's of th ' :ind Puk1cn provinces 

Ce"ntral-South China bv c ."·~1cat crop in both No1·tJ111: . . 
rn~1 production f' . ca11.v summc1· indicated . e,L and 

Al . 1g-ure:;;, an 1ncrca~e over 
. ong with stepped 

duc1ng areas r ,. , up wheat production r . 
expected th ·· .e caled that n ch fruit and 't epo1ts from pro· 

is J ear. ca crops could be 
r In Kwangtung, output of th . 
s~~~hec~ a huge market all o,·c~· p1:ovmcc's famou s laiehec fruit 

;>ine~p;J;a::,:u;~~ka~~unds, 11cre u~t:~1~1:lly i~;;:1~1~l.es . in which 
of l!J5J B - J u1t crop of Hain-1 ·r is yea!'. The 
Kwan t. y June, the total vo)u 1~1 e' n slime! wa , treble that 

g ung- was e'ti111atcd at 50 . of fruit shipped out of 
same penod las t vcar ' 11c1 cent 111ore than durin th 

Th . · . i.: c 
. e yearly increase f ti 

s ince liberati 1 ' · 0 ie tea cmp i A h . 
by th o? ia , been attl'ibuted to th . .n .n \\'CJ p ro l'ince 

c peoples go,·crnmenl to le c sul"ta nt1al aid ad\"lnced 
:,:«~a~ a noted tea-i;rowing l'egion 1~ro~i':~wcrs . In the Hwcichow 
th· half t1111es gl'eatcr than th t f cl1on last year wa s three 
I ': year's crop pre<Jict a rise t f .o 194!), and est imates for 
as year. . o ' om 27 lo 30 percent over 

N ORTHEAST Ch' 
h. ina ha s adopted . 1 mac incs will replace hand- . a J1 an . whereby horse-drawn 

opc1 ated fanning tools in the ·t 
IH n9 

China Monthly Re1·iew 

few )'l'Hrs. The plan, calling fol' the introduction of 170,000 sets 
of horsc·drawn agricul tural machines between 1952 and 1957, 
has bcl'n adop ted followi ng- s uccessful experiments in the past 
two years. 

The new machines will not only increase agricultural pro­
duction bu t will proYide manpowe r for the Northeast's rapidly 
expanding- industr)'. It is estimated that 1,000,000 men will be 
relca"·cl fo r indu st r )'. 11·hile 4,000.000 tons of extra grain will 
be ha n·csted. Thi s represents a 20 percent increase compared 
with llw old 111elhods of culti,·ation. 

Sintl' l()GO. the g-o,·ernmenl has made g-reat effol'ts to show 
the pcasanb the ach·anlai,:,•s of machinery over hand work. 
Jt has Ileen p1·0,·ccl that yil'lds arc 20 to :JO perc~nt more per 
hectare where hor"'"""111·n m~C'!1ines rep lace hand-operated tools. 

Irrigation in North China 
TJJ E rl•ccnl completion or thL· !J u,.ng')·ang irrigation project 

in Sui)·uan P'""·int'<' in !\orth Ch ina means that !J6,000 
hert:ircs of valuable farmland ""n he irrigated . The main in­
stallation, situated on the west liank of the Yellow Ri,·e r , is a 
l'ital ir1·ii,;ation projec t in the Yellow River liasin. Its com· 
plct io n is a major stc·r in creating· North China's largest granary, 
in an area 110led for it s abundant \\'heat, millet, sesame, melons, 
rice. :--oya bean:-; and corn. 

At present the project can irrig-ate an area mo re than one­
thircl the size of Luxemburg. When all the irrigation canals 
and ditches in the area arc restored lo \\'Orking order , not only 
will the irrigated acreage lie almost douliled but 10,000 hectares 
of alkaline or wasteland will he turned into arable soi l. 

The Inn er Bend area, that part o! North China serviced by 
Hunngyang's 1 ~1 ~!u i cc .f.!:.lle~. ha =-- once again hccome a vast plain 
criss·crossed hy scn· icea lde irrii,:ation ca nals and ditches. It 
is (•stimatet! that the area will no11· he able lo yi eld 20,000 to 
25.0110 tons of g-rain a liove local re1uircments. In addition to 
the products it is noted for , the peasants here have achieved 
good results in trial planti n i:: o f' cotlon, peanuts, suga r beet and 
koksag-hp. (a rul 1bc r-hcaring- plant). 

Befo r e !illl' ration. the Kuomintang- talked about building the 
much-needed lluang)'ang sluice gates and collected about 3,000 
tons of i::rain from the peasants, hut in three years nothing but 
a couple of pit-< were dug on th e ""onslructi on 'ile." In May 
l !J50. after repairs had been made on the area's irrigation system, 
the people's go,·ernmenl launched the Huangyang project. 
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I SHANGHAI C.0.L. DOWN 

I . The Chinese people today are experiencing the pleasant sensatio f 
seeing the cost of living go down. Retail prices throu hout th n o 
m ~u ne w~re down on almost all items. Far from bein g"s e co~nt~~ 
of w1pe11d1ng econor~ic troub le, they were the resu lt ~ f c~~:~ ,warn1n~s 

I ~nd were made possib le by increased efficiency in produc tion and ~il:t"n~ng I 

I ion and by a rap idly .rising ra te of factory and farm output. Fi" u- I 
J
below are for Shanghai , comparing retai l prices of daily necessi t" gur~s I 

:

t aauary arid June of thi s year. ies '° 

1 

Prices 
Commodities Quantity Jan. 1952 June 1952 

t Flour ... bag {in Yuan) f 
I PeJnut Qd 79,800 . ... 70,400 I I Salt .... catty 5, 100 .... . 5,000 ,I 
I Roce Forst Grade · l ,300 · · 1 250 

I
I Rice Second Grad,, · · · · · · · ;·,:~~ 1

1
:5
5
6
0
°
0 

I 

Kerosene !' 
t Cotton Cloth Dragon Head ..... meter · S,000. 5,150 

C .... 8,500. 8300 

I
t oal Briquc ttf's . p i cul · , 

1 Anlhrilcite, Yanychuen zs. 200 · · · 28,200 

1

1. Soap, Koopun Brand . . . · · · · 36,000 · 28 .000 
1
1 

. . ('JC/I 2 200 1 
Matches, My Dear Br.ind . .. IO boxes · · ' · 2 .· ~ 0°00 f 
Cigar·ettes, 20 s Flying Hor se . . packet · · 

2
•
500

· I 
•,' Cigarettes, 20 s Chunghu.i ...... 2,800 .... . 2,500 I 

Fone Wool ..... llJ · · · · 5,000 · · · · 3,500 I I Coorse Woo l . .. 236,000 208,000 I 
t Men·s Rubhe 5-hor'i ....... . . . p,i , 

19
6.000. 182,000 t1 

I Tooth Bnosh ....... .. each . : .3~:;gg. · 30.900 
1
1 

1 
Tooth Poste Three Stars 

3
,
600

. · · · · 6 4oo 1 
1 ;~~r~~os41:o t ~l~Jn~1iddle soze · · 8·800 · · ; · ~~~ I I Toilet Soap , 12,500 . 13 000 I 
I
I ~o~~ 5 Cr~~~.5 larye size : ~;;:le :l ~:H~ ):~~~ ! 

Kwangm ing Mil k Powder . J lb. botlle · · · O,SOO 
Firewood ... .... . ......... . .. . . picul . . .. ~84 , 000000 . 4303,000 I 
Charcoal · , · · · · ,ooo I Pork ... . . catty 100,000 . .. 88,000 I 

I Chicken ... 9,0 00. 6,000 I 
I Beef 8,500. . 7,400 ! 
! ~;~~cillin (East Ch in~i .:. · . ... ... · each . 

7

· ;~~ .. : : 
7 · ~~~ 11 

1
1 

· · · · · · · 200,000 un its 14 000 14,000 I 
Chloromycin (East China) .. · 12 pills ' . 

I ~u11;a~~a1in~ (East China) 1,000 tablets I !~~· ~~~ 1 ~~~· ~~~ 
1
1 

I u a iazo e (East Ch ina> ....... 1,000 " ... ,48o.'ooo.·:. '400'000 I 
...__----------------------------------~--
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New Life for Bail Workers 
G REAT changes ha,·e taken place in th e lives of China's rail-

way workers s ince libe rat ion. A typ ical example is Hankow, 
where the nation 's lli s toric r ai lway workers ' movement s tar ted 
with th e g reat s trike of 1U22 and which was ruthless ly s urpressed 
by the co m uined fo rces of t he warlords and the British. 
· Appru, imately 20 ,000 square m clci-s o f hous ing have uee n 

built fo r the workers in th e neigh bo rhood o f their wo r ks hops. I n 
contrast to drau pre-liueration da ys, hundreds of fam ili es now 
li\'e in l'Olll l'ortablc hum es. B y mid -1 H52 a new h ou::; ing project 
was under c:o ns truction. 

As a resu lt o f a gene ral 10 percent wage inc rease las t Sept­
embe r, wvrkers' purcha;-; ing power has g-on e up. Thus, s ince that 
time a,·erage monthly purc hases of cloth a nd other necessi t ies 
hare increased. Sto res ha ve occn s pecially se t up in the Hankow 
area lo provid e rail workers with food and other commodities 
at lower than marke t prices , 

For recreation, a t rad e uni on res t home has ueen esta uli shed, 
Since last )'Cll t' hundreds of workers have s pent vacations the re . 
At th e "ante time many effect ive meas ures for safety and health 
huve he< n put into e ffect. The national La uo r I n surance Law 
has nwa nt a n end to worry ove r childbirth, illness and old age. 
lncrca .-ed use of s arety dev ices has added to worke rs ' .protection 
and gn"u'y tut down the accident rate . 

Educat ion is now regarded a s an integra l part of the dai ly 
life or the railway worker and hi s fami ly. Study at s pare time 
schools is widespread and by next year illiteracy will be com­
pletely wiped out. !llothe r s and wives o f wo rk e rs attend news­
paper read ing and literacy dasses whil ~ new sc h oo ls for th ei r 
child n •n have been built in workers ' res ident ial areas. 

NI '.\F:TEEN fifty-two ha s seen a great ups urge on China's 
railway lines. In additi on to th e reb ui lding of old r outes 

and to n :-- truction of new on es, an o uts tanding achieve· 
ment has been th e nation -w ide drive to inc rease freig h t haulage 
and to s urpass a dai ly m ileage of 500 kilomete rs per locomotive. 

B)· t he ueginning of May, 29 percen t of the nation 's fr eig ht 
locomotives had topped t he average daily of 500 kilometers and , 
at the sa me time, :J40 ,00U,OOO ton -kilom e te r s of goods we re hauled 
above schedule i.Jy all t he fre ight tra ins in Ch ina. 

The Shanghai rail s ub-admini s tration r e ported that in March 
184 loco motiYes had fulfilled the 500-k ilomete r target. I n April 
and May th e mtmbcr rose to over 200 . Meanwhile , averall:e daily 
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rnns i.Jy freight locomotives rose from 432 kil ometers in March 
to 44G in May. 

In haulage, Shanghai s ub-administrnli on locon10ti1"es pulled 
a total of 6,000,000 ton-kilomctc1·s in excess or tlw normal haul 
in January a nd F ebruary. In Apr il, the total frei ght carried 
in excess of t he sc heduled target was 27,390,000 ton -k ilometers, 
and the figure rnsc to 34,000,000 in May, equivalent to the saving 
of 52 freight trnins from Shanghai to Nank in g·. 

Workers' Children Get Schooling 
SINCE li be ration children of workers in Shanghai hal"e had 

the oppor tunitr of atlt•1Hling sc hool in great num lie r>. Before 
libe rntion lhesc children were vi ctims or an educational system 
which cate red to the privileged class a nd made lit tle prov ision 
for public schooling . 

In the pas t the ratio of worke rs' children in the J,1cnl public 
and 111·ivate school s was ins ignificant. In man y sc hools there 
was not even one ch ild coming from an indus trial worker.<' family. 
In the pas t three yea r s , however. a dras ti c changl" has taken 
place and a t present JG percent of all s tudents in S han i.:ha i are 
ch ildren of workers and peasant s. In some schoo ls. lill' pe rcent· 
age reaches as high as GS percent. 

Since 1951 the government has been cs tal.Jli shing s<" hools in 
facto ry di s tricts to take care o f workers' child1·en . l.l y mid­
l!J52 th e Bureau of Education had set up ,fo ur pui.Jlic el<' nll'nlary 
schools spec ially for work ers' children and preparnt iuns were 
under way to es tabli sh another 22 elementary schoo ls t .. handle 
about 20,000 more. 

Another s tep in providing schooling- fo r these ch il dn·n has 
been the organizing of a large num bc !' of evening- cla ~~es in 
facto ry di st ricts. Up to July of thi s year nearl y lilll .000 work­
ers' children we re attending such cla sses, some of whil'h were 
turned into half-day schools to meet the growi ng need . More· 
over, 200 new t've ning classes 01· half-clay schools to a r,·n mmo­
date an additional 20.000 workers ' chi ldren were schedul l'd to be 
opened in factory di s tricts before the encl of the year. 

Private schoo ls in Shang hai arc being encouraged to enrol 
children of work ers . Specia l classes for th<' sc children in pri vate 
school a1·e s ubs idized by th e loca l governm ent. Some private 
schools in factory di s tricts have made s pecial a rrnngemenls with 
the factori es to allocate a ce rtain quota oJ vacancies to wo rkers' 
chi ldren, while some even run classes for s uch chi ldren on behalf 
of the factories. 
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Tsaoyang Housing Project 

New Homes for Workers 
N. P. Tan 

. . b rb th e Tsaoyang Housing Pro-
Locatc d in a qu1N Shanghai su u ' od . for I 002 families 

buildings with acconun ar1ons ' 
ject-167 two stor}' d n June 25. Built by the municip::1I govet:n­
- was fonnally opC'nc o d d rivate-owned factories 
ment, it is for workc•rs in both sta te-ownc an p 

in Shanghai. . . ere ready for occupancy groups 
For months before any bmld1ngs w . . "t nd give the ir 

. . d f · cct the construcf1on s1 e a of work (• rs were invite o insp . . . h . . ith a group 
. . d s<<gvestions The writer v1s1tcd t c pt OJCCt w opinions <tll b • . 

of workers shortly before it was opened in June. 

STRE AMS of workers came 
al ong tlie 11 ewly-"1id road 

:.nd thrnugh the lattic<' \York 
arch '•' :.>d ing to the pro1cd. 
Talki ng and laug hin g and oc­
ca ~ iona ll y :-; in g in g a f ew bars 
from some of the current favo­
rites among wo!·kers, evc r y­
:i~dy '"" in a 'iolirln y mood . 
The lll f' ll and WG:nl..!11 ~a untc r ed 
throue:h the arch to the strains 
of ti ll' popular song " \V c 
Workers Have St rength!" 

At the gate they were pick­
ed up by gu ides who invited 
them to sit in groups while it 
was e xplained wh y they had 
Lee n asked to take half a day 
off from their factories to 
come and see the new hous ing 
project. 

11 Thl•se homes urc for you,'· 
our g uide ex plained. " Thi s 

Au&ust 1952 

first worke rs ' housing develop­
ir.ent has be ne fited from sug­
gesti ons by other workers and , 
P.ow that the project is almost 
fini shed, we want you to look 
the pince O\'Cr and give us 
you r opini ons. Don't forget, 
thi s is only the first, so your 
id eas will help us." 

The worke rs took the ir vis it 
se1 ious!y and our g uirle wa~ 
pe ppe red with a steady s tream 
of questions. "Thal bu!ld'.n~ 
over there is the hot W!he1 
shop," an indispensible ser~ 1_cc 
in any Chinese comm uni ty. 
Tlwre we re many o f the m 
sea tte rf· d th r0 u~h ou t th"! pro,~ 
j ect. " That's th e bath honse , 
he continued, answenng . a 
query about a large bu!l~1ng 
in the center of the pro1ed. 
It was already completed, with 
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batlrn, showers and small poo ls 
all finished off neatly. The 
wa it ing rooms seemed more 
like recreat ion room s, where 
or.e ca n e njoy a leisu re ly cup 
of tea befo re or after ba thing. 

A Chi nese bat h i, a major 
affair. in ,·olvi ng a showe r an d 
' «rubbing firs t, followed by a 
good long soak in ·a scalding 

hot poo l. After this t he bather 
gets a rub-down and sits, drap­
ed in towels, drinking tea or 
napping until he's cooled off 
and r eady to leave. 

Ove r to one s ide, a building 
just go ing u p i' to bp the pri­
ma,·y school, of whic h them 
" ·ill be severa l for the whole 
project. In ad di ti on, there will 

,----------------------------------~----------· 
: Moving Day for 1,000 Families I 
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On Jun(' 25 the first of m o re th an 1,000 working class 
f ;uni li('s began moving int o the T saoyang Housing Project. 

Bl' low: \Vorkcr H '5 u Shun-hua, a member of a modc>I work­
brigade, was one of the first workers to m ove in to the ers' 

n e w project. 

Above right: One section of T sct oya ng H ousing Project. 

Below right: This ancien t rowbo at is th e old home of Chu 
Yung-kang, who mo,·ed into th e Ts<10)1.1ng project. Now 34 
and a fir em an a t th e Yin g Feng Woolen Factory in Sh .lngh.'.l i, 
Ch u b('ga n "·urk 2 1 ~' ca rs ago a t the age o f 13. 

be a midd le school,. a cen tral 
ilayground anrl an ath leti c 
~elcl. Space has a lready been 
FCl a~ id c fo r a n_un1ber . of 
clinic' and the hMp1lal , \\·h1ch 
was sc heduled to be J'eady b y 
the time the ent ire Jll'OJCct was 
complet ed. 

In the hou ses t hc mseh·cs . t he 
vi sitor< ca re fully scn it m1zed 

eve r y deta il. Each unit has 
t\\'o. flool's and. depending Oil 

the n11mber of per , on ' ll1 cael: 
fami ly , will accommodate thrre 
ur fo11r fam ili es. The roon." 
''ere light and a iry. W1thm 
cn ~ y reach "·L·re the c.:o ~n.n~o11 
kildhen an d la11ndry faci li tie,;, 
cr~~ h floor ha v ing its own, a!i 
we ll a s a place to ail' and dry 
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clothing. 
Nearly all the people in our 

group made it a point to 
mea sure the length and w id th 
of each room. walk to the kit­
chen and back, to the laundry 
mid then back aga in to the 
r ooms. It was easy to visua l­
ize what was running through 
th~ir minds": A bed· right here 
next to the window, a table 
over there in the room closest 
to the kitchen. 

These workers from steel 
mill s, machinery works c. nd 
tex tile factories all looked at 
the window~, measuring the 
di stance to the hot water shop 
and to the bath house. And 
!he big bui lding they passed 
at the entrance to the project, 
tlH' cooperative sto re, that 
wa~n't very fnr away ejther. 
Many of the vi sitors apparent. 
ly did not have elcc!ricitv in 
their present homes, so there 
was much testing of the light 
s witches, accompanied by noel s 
of approva l as the lights fli ck­
ed off and on. 

I Jll~~/()~,;;:------1 
I q~~~~1:".':_,,. ' 
I to keep abreas t of develop- I I ments in America, the National 

1 

[

Guardian may be ordered 
through the China Monthly 
Review for "'75,000 a year, 
postage included. 
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They all li ngered a while, 
go ing back and forth, several 
times, re-in specting the rooms, 
the entran ce, the floors, look. 
ing O\'e r all the faciliti~s they 
and !heir fam ilies had been 
denied all these years. The 
co ntrast between their prospec. 
live homes and the broken. 
down shacks or matsheds so 
many workers have li ved in all 
th eir li ves is somethi ng they 
\'; ill neve r forget. 

On the way out !he wotkers 
tri ed out the bench es around 
the grassy law n and surrou nd­
ing the children s' playgrounds. 

No one seemed baekward 
about making 8uggc>tions. 
Th~re were plenty of ideas ad. 
\'ancerl by the nwmbcrs of our 
group: Perlrnf" the windows 
could be mad(: s till large r, or 
there s hould be more space 
for rlr.ving- clothes, a family ot 
two might have a li ttle more 
r oom, and a hos t of other sug­
ge,ti ons. Howe\'er, the genera l 
c0nsens us was that the Tsao. 
yang Housi ng Project wa' 
firs t rate, cooperati1·e Ji1·ing 
e n a g-rand scale in a neat, 
clean and compact community. 

The ir in spec tion tou r com. 
pleted, the workers walked out 
in deep conversation about 
11 hat they had just seen: an­
other glimpse of new China. 
Decent hous ing for ordinary 
working people a nd their child­
ren is something not even 
their wildest dreams would 
have touched before liberation. 
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A short story by Chih B:U-----------1 

"Home'' 
!..--------Translated by Julian Schuman 

THE s un was al1out tu se t. 
The mi st hung over the 

pine t rt·es on East Mountain 
like a green cloud and the s now 
on the mountain top shone like 
sil\'er in th e s un 's las t rays . 
Down front th is so litary 
mountain rn shcd t he turbulent 
Lan T sang- Ri ve r. F-vcn 
though it was st ill July the 
wind bl ew coo l. S umme r wea­
ther in Tibet is more like 
Septem ber back home. In 
my pro vin ce, Anhwci , the 
pea"1n ts, stripped to the 
wai st, wou ld be reaping the 
/;no/ iu 11g . 

\\'1• had jus t heard from th e 
politi ca l ins tructor that we 
woul d be moving- on soon. 
For the pas t two days every­
one in t he outfit had been busy 
pulli ng up weed s in the wheat 
fi eld s or watering the trees on 
the ri ve r bank. W c had been 
worki ng from morning until 
nigh t. Hs iao Wu had said to 
me : "S'quad leade r! Th ere are 
onlv liuds on t hese trees now, 
but some day if we pass along 
thi s road we'll see people s it­
ting around in the shade of the 
trees we'·1e planted." 

Looking al the land we 
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had reclai med w ilh our own 
hands a nd the trees we 
had planted , we had a 
' pec ial fe<'iing about all of it. 
No mattc 1· how bu ~y we were, 
<'l'cry day we would !'O and 
hal'c a look at ll'hat we had 
done. 

Although it was already 
dark ll'hen he got back from 
the infirmary. Jang Ta-hai 
ract•d do" ' n to the river bank 
to look at the little trees he 
had planted. He cou ld not sec 
them l'Cry clea rly so he used 
hi s hand ' to feel the tr ees one 
by one. When he r eturned h e 
wa s all s mi!es, "I've been 
awav less than three weeks 
and 

0

alrcarly !he branchPs have 
g-rown." 

One da y, after we had built 
the mountain highway, a group 
of us coming back to camp 
after gather ing fir ewood de­
li uerately detoured a mile or 
two just to use our highway. 
E ve ryone was very pleased for 
only a few months back, when 
we started 11·o rk , the road was 

':;, bout as ll'icle a s a sheep's gut, 
spiralling and twisting to 
the top. Now, there was 
room fo r mor e than IO abreast . 
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AFTER breakfast, Yi s hic h i-
ma, lhc old lad y living at 

the foot of ti ' 
l"' , ic mountain, 
.~1111 c to sec us ag-ain. \ Vhcn 

"11e appeared, the company 
'. u.iin~r, H s iao Liu, h is face 
~.~ ~d,ing a s mile, called out. 

l h i rd squad leade r 1 y '. 
god-mother'~ here to see o~,', , yo u. 
" The reaso n he ca ll ed he r mv 

god-m other " goes b 1• · M ac, lo 
arch \'.' hen the company com­

mander told me to •ac/cll n 
\Vh' . ' ' lip 

ile-Nose and ca rry a lette r 
lo lhe. division. My job was 
to ~lrln·cr th e le tte r and gel 
back the sa me da y. I n Marc h 
at home the trees a i·e al . d ' 
c.:: . , 1ca y 
· prou!Jng, but her e in T'b l 
everything was s till froze~. c 

On my way back, jus t a s I 
sta rted up the mountain, the 
" 'ow start ed falling hea,·ilv 
a nd lhe wind from th.e 
Northwes t grew \'iolent. Tl 
f'now kept coming- down h ea~·~ 

arm y. 
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old lad;• in fro n t of me were 
mY mother I'd s urel y jump 
off the h<n·sr, lead him lO\nirds 
hrr and g·i\'c her a hand. I 
elimhcd uff W hitc-N osl' and 
tric<I to explain lo thr old 
woman what she shou ld d o in 
m)' un•kcn Tibetan, and by 
using- my hand :--; . A ftcr I g-ot 
this ncross to her , WC' flung· 
hrr g rain on the ho r '"' a nd 
with lw r leading Whitc-N<>se 
by tlw reins we went up the 
moun tain. 

\\' e didn't gr t ,·er;• far k­
forc s he began to fall l ch in <! 
and I wo nd e r ed how we would 
e,·c r "rnss the l o p. I d1•ci ded 
lo ask her to get on the horse 
and. b;• us ing my hand s aga in , 
I e' plaincd what I wanted 
her lo do but she waved my 
suggest ion a s ide. I th en said 
to her. in my own version of 
the Tibe tan language, "The 
sun's going down very fa st 
and i l's not g ood for us to go 
so :-;Jowly." 

She understood me a nd got 
up on White-Nose. Going 
through knee-deep s now, we 
fin ally crossed the mountain 
top. Th e old lady l ived at the 
bottom and I went w ith he r 
to her house . She wanted me 
to res t a while but I declined. 
Before I left she asked me 
wh ere I was stationed and so 
I told l1rr in th e vi llage a long 
th e ri,·e r bank. I got on 
Whi le-Nose and crunched off 
through the s now. 

B;• the time I got back and 
made my report on the s tate 
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of the road it was dark. The 
company commander told me 
to get something to cat right 
a\\·ay and then turn in. I f ell 
,·ery happy at the end of lhal 
day and I wen t ri,.'.hl oi l' lo 
s le('p as soo n a s I hit lhe lied. 

LATER on. in April, the 
s now began lo melt on the 

mountain . The gm " started 
coming up. the he rds men 
iJ r gan lem· ing \ he \'iilaJ!·e for 
t he plains and ou r men com­
menced their planting on th e 
s lope o f the mou nta in. M;· ow n 
group\ ' pot happen ed lo be 
nea r the old lad;"s house. 

Yi ~hi chima, along- " 'ilh her 
11-yea r old grandso n, was in 
the mids t of ploughing in pre­
paration for planting thei r 
whea t. For an old woman 
and a young~tcr plantin g- waR 
no easy job and e ,·cn afte r a 
J!real dea l o f effort all they 
co uld get done was a pi ece of 
ground no bigger than a mat. 
One comrade s poke up: " Squad 
leade r , how a bout us taking a 
little less lime out during our 
next break and gi,•ing the old 
lady a hand!" 

I certainly agreed with thi s 
and jus t the n the company 
commander and the political 
in ;;l ructo r came up. I to ld 
th em what the men had in 
mind and they thought t hat it 
was a good idea. 

Actu a ll y there wasn't one 
fe ll ow in ou r outfit who had n ' t 
worked_ the land. Take me for 
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example. When I was still 14 
I \\'a s already working for the 
landlord. For all of us, farn1-
ing- was nothing new and so 
it didn 't take us ve ry long to 
g·c t the old woman's wheat 
pla nted. 

From t hat time on, when­
ever s he saw us s he'd be 
bubbling over wlth en­
thusiasm. For in stance, when 

-....._ one of us would return from 
somewhere and pass her 
door she'd be out in a flash 
and ins is t that we come in for 
awhile When we went into 
the wi1cat fields lo pull up 
weeds she would be there 
giving us tea while w'e work­
ed. 

Old people are inclined to 
mutter to them selves at limes 
and when the old lady saw us 
s he'd often repeat to he r 
g randson; "Boy! The PLA is 
planting wheat 

Thi year the weather had 
heen fine for lhc crops and so 
s he kept sa:-•ing that we had 
brought g-ood luck. According 
to Yi s hichima, thi s year's 
wheat had grown hig-ger than 
any other year. Looking at 
the wheat gave one a good 
feeling. Gleaming yellow in lhc 
s un, lhe crop was a big one. 

• • • 
50~~ time ago I fell and 

inJurcd my leg. It got 
s teadily wo rse, s welling up 
into an ug-Jy red so lhat I 
could hard ly mo,·e it. I was 
lying in bed and the whole 
company had gone into the 
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fields. H siao Wu, after boiling 
some water had put a kettle 
of it next to me, saying; 
"Squad leade r, you .i us t rest. 
I'm going out to the fields but 
I'll be back soon. " 

After he had gone off I 
tos~ed about unable to 
get comfortable. A ft cr a 
while my leg felt as if so me­
body were pouring water over 
it. I thought lo myself that it 
mu s t be the medic wh o had 
come to change t he ointment. 

ll owcvcr, when I opened my 
eyes I saw that it was Yishi­
ch ima \\l h o wa s wa shin g- my 
leg with lea leaf ,,·atc1-. t1'ini.: 
a cotton cloth to dab it very 
gentl y. I was s peec hless. 
There s he was bes ide ll ll'. her 
kind face with all its wrinkles 
fram ed by the streak of white 
hair rnnning down past each 
car lobe. l-1 ad s he not been 
wearing the traditi onal long 
blaC'k Tibetan gown and had 
s he had a little black mole just 
under her mouth she would 
ha ve been the imag-c of my 
own mother. 

Then there was the lime 
w'hcn we were sti ll working 
on the road and I had taken 
the hen I was rai s ing and 
gave it to the old woman to 
look after. A few days later 
she began to come over lo see 
me regularly. Sometimes she'd 
bring me a pitch er of milk, 
other times it would b€ boiled 
beef. Even though I refused 
the first lime, she didn 't give 
up. With the eggs my hen 
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laid sill' wou ld exchange them 
. ·cttcs Every time the 

for cigui · ·1 would 
old woman s aw me s ic . 

. ·I t·1hn ,.,. my hands lat 111 C' .• 1n ... ._ \ ,_. . 
I I . . she would exami ne 
Ill !Cl s . h I 
them elosc ly , rubh ing the art 
callou ses . 

1 The J1lembers of my SC)Ua< 
would say; " The old lady .'.5 

'ust I ikc the squad leade1 s 
J I I . ,, l\.nd from then god-mo . 1c1. . ·cc 
on wlwn cver she earn~ to s . 

c\'L•rvbody would sin5>; out. 
me, .J d ·our 
"Third squad 1.ca l~'r, J 
god-111"t her's coming. 

• • • 
THE day before yc;;lcl'flay, 

"hen l a , ke;cl for some 
lime "ff lo go sec the old lad)·, 
the rompany co111rnandc1· put 
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on a hig- SJ1lilc a nd a sked; 
"Chang Bing, you off to sec 
your g-ocl-ntol hcr?" . . 
. I Sl1lil cd hack and sa id yes 
. I he sa id: "A ll n~·ht , go 
.11il 1 1 • Take ahead and talk lo it 1. . 
the Tibetan interpreter with 

you." d vc 
I look my old h en an ga . 

'L l 1 Yi shichima and told he1 
' t b I . ,.,. ve ry that we would c cavm,, 

soon. ove r 
Yes terda y she canw 

!'a1·lv in the 11lOrning to take 
the. Sf!Uad' s worn-out shoes 
and torn clothing and me.nd 
lht' 1'1. Many of the men asked 
me \\'hat we should gi ve the 
old !adv a s a memento. when 
\\' C left'. I could n' t think _?f 
anything until mach1ne-gunne1 
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Spring ploughing. 

Chang Tc-fa, who made 
ba ~ kcts for a li ving Lefore 
ye ll ed out: "Let's make hc1'. 
a bas keL. out of willow·'- She 
can u~c it to carry f1.'rti/izt·1· 
as well as ti rewood." 

.. E,·crybo~y s hou ted lhci1· 
-~pproved ."Immediately ,;ome 

of. the boys went to ~ul off 
willow branches othci·o p l 1 J ·' . .,, ee e( 
t iem'. and with eve ryone 
working fa st and fu1·ious it 
wasn 't long- before the basket 
was l'cad~'. 

Yishichima came today, 
bringing back the s hoes and 
clothes. Th e whole squad 
ganged up around her, talking 
an'.! laug hing like they Were 
he1 own kids. Jfaiao Wu who 
eve ryon e looks on as' ti 
"Oun t · ie , gs e r in ou1· mids t t l a . f ' oo c 

pair o nea tl y mended s hoes 
from the old lady's hands, 
s~apped to attention, and with 
his face wreathed in sm iles 

180 

"a i cl : "Auntie 
Sal u le!" Every: 
body laughed. 

The old lady 
h e r s e l f, the 
creases j n her 
face s tanding out 
laughed so heart: 
tly that her month 
could not close. 
Late r , she look 
me off to one side 
a nd from inside 
h er clothes 
brought out some 
money and. all 
s miles, put it 

into my hand . I quick!\· re. 
turned it but s he put it .right 
back , saying- to me .. 1. ch ild· "T . a s i to a 

. . ake it, yo u can buy 
so mething to cat for the 
others when ,·ou're on the 
way!" 

I continued to n•fuse and 
she finally took the mo~''·'· and 
slowly wrapped it up a.i:ain. 
She was most unhappy and so 
I g-ot the .Tibet.an inlcrpre!er 
to cxpla 111 it all. It took quite 
a while before she undcrs tood 
why a People's Li bcrntion 
Army man wouldn't take her 
money. 

YISHICHIMA •r eminJs me 
. of one other incident 

which took place back in 1949 
when ou r troops were on their: 
way south of the Yangt7.c and 
w hen we marched through 
Fuya.ng. All along the streets 
of this town the country people 
mobbed u s. Some of them had 
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gift fta)( :.;, •ome offe red wine, 
while the popping of fire­
crackers and the din of the 
gongs and drums was ea r­
splitting . An old w'oman, 
whose hair was not completely 
white, ca rr y ing a three or 
four-year old ch ild , in whose 
hand s wcre a pair of c loth 
shoes, cried out: "llsiao 
Hsiun 1 Give them to yom 
uncle!" 

Two s parkling eyes were 
fixed on me. Two clc,·er li ttle 
hands pressed t he ,;hoes to my 
chest, the small mouth c r ying 
out: "Cnclc!" When I refused 
the shoes, the old woman too'' 
them and pu t them in the pack 
on m)· back. Pointing to my 
face, in a very kindly manner 
she saiJ: "If you don't wear 
these ,; hoes when you cross 
the Yangtze t hi s old lady will 
find it hard not to be upset!" 

I didn't know what to say. 
was deeply moHd and 

coulcl n'l help myself when 

Joi ning t!ic• :trmy. 
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tears welled up in my eyes . 
Thi s incident I've never for ­
gotten. 

Of course I love my mother 
very much but, lo tell t he truth, 
when I think of he r I al;;o 
think of that old woman who 
gave m e the ;; hoes and I also 
think of Yishichima right here 
in Tibcl. I can see all the 
faces 0 f the old people I've 
come tu !;now. ·r think of them 
all togeU1t·r and I feel that 
they all have something speci al 
in l'olllmon. 

like my nat ive place and 
if I close my eyes I can again 
sec the small ,.;,·er and the 
s tt.rdy trecs growing there. I 
can st ill remember how after 
liberali•) n we held a poor 
farmers' mee tiflg· in prepara­
tion fo l' land reform. And I 
still can recall the time along 
the river bank, when we wiped 
out the Chiang Kai-shek 
bandits who were attacking 
the liberated area. 

But now when­
e,·er I think of 
all those times 
gone bv I put 
l h c m . together 
with the present; 
together with the 
Tibl'lan r i ,. er s 
and mounta ins, 
the grasslands, 
the trees we 
planted and the 
land we have 
ploughed he l' e. 
A II of these 
i.hi1.g~ cannot be 
se parated! 
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Peasant Stories from Yunnan 

Chang Shu-I 

"SPEAKING of the p•st, it wou ld take more than three days and 
nig hts to te ll of my suffering. It is too bitter to speak of." These 

were the words o f a poor pt'ilsant in Yunnan province talking to f:O\'· 

crnmc nt work<'rs engaged in land rcfoml.. It is no ex:1ggcratio11 to say 
that th<'y d escribe the condit ion of millions of Chinese peasant ~ before 
liberation. Land reform h as put an encl to the f ('udal land system 
and. with lhe peasants coming into th eir own, a new era has arrived. 
The aurhor, a student of Kunming Teachers' College, participated in 
bnd re form in Tung Hai, a sma ll district 150 miles south of Kunm!ng, 
la.!tl winter. He h;is noted a numbc1· of moving and represe ntat ive in· 
cldt11ts describing fh C' feelings of new China's liberated peasants. 

THE population of the s mall village we WOl'ked in wa s 2,147 
while th e arnble land a mou nted to l ,G57 inu11. Befo1·e land 

r e form , 80 pe rcent of the land was in th e hand s of fi ve land. 
lo!'ds, one of them own ing nea rly 300 11101t ju.s t along tlw lake. 
H e had three wives and 20 well-trained bailiffs who plagued 
the peasa nts wo rking hi s land. 

More lha11 hai r lhe pop u lati on cons is ted of poor peasants 
01· farm lahorcr:.;. Tlwir lives were so Wl'etchcd that 20 pl'reent 
did not Cl'l·n ha v1• IH •d..J"thes and 80 percent never la:.; t1•d salt. 
More lha11 20 f'amilil' s were compL· ll ed lo eat g-rass or root:.; dug 
up in lhe field s o r along- the lak e. Two families, with J .( mem­
bers, had on ly s ix pairs of trou :.;ers whieh they had lo lak e• turns 
wearing. 

JT was the day of land eonfi scalion. All the poor and landless 
peas ants were g-alhered in th e village tem ple , r eady lo earry 

out th e dividing- up of the landlord s' p1·opcrty. •fh'e s paeious 
courlyanl IH 'tnllll' s mall e r and s maller as the people pourl'd in, 
and the crns h and elas h of drnms and cymbals eould i,,. heard 
for mil<•s around. Somebody s aid: "We wo rked for yea1·s and 
yea rs hut eou ld hardl y keep IJody and sou l tog·cthc1· or buy a 
rng to wear. Even fo1· ha! r a 11w11 of land we had to pay the 
landlord most of our income und a s a l'esu lt had lo se ll every­
thing we owned." 

Anothe1· voice c ri ed out: "I cu n hal'dly believe it! l\'ly two 
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,,101, arc com ing back today.'.'. I I t <lay ,-n 111y 
T I 18 t 1e iapp1es · A \\'om an was hea l'd: oc ay I f 11 

1 , ·hile 1 worked fn r the landlo1 d 111 ti e 1c '· 
life. Not ong ag-o,t ' I and ~1·ass S mee !1herat1on the wo1 !d 

•h' ld had to ea mu• ,, .. ' . . , .. 1" 
my c 

1 
1 1 1 the land is bei ng returned to its mas te1s. 

has g~l~t '~h:ge~Ji;;~st land lords made a great s h?w at how 
n . . . . ,. f ro ICl'ty was. When so me peasa nts con-

accurale hi s li st ing 
0

1 J1 l ii of opium and several hundred 
fron ted him wilh a iugc Hin< c . c:. ·. ·t h· ~ tone 

silver do ll ~ rs the~ _i:a•tl just , ~1i~~~: ;t1\~~11 ";, v~ :: :,;~ ~:C r 11~ ut he chang-L"d. The p0.1. .. n s que. 
remained silent and abashed. 

• • 
LAN I) refo rm and the Marriage La w ha ve entirely changed 

the s tatu s of the women in the 
countrys ide . A women named 
Chow Ying had been compelled to 
remain s ing le by her pal'ents . 
From chi ldhood up to the age of 
35 they had not allowed h e r to 
meet a;1y boys Ol' men. Although. 
there were r eques ts for her hand in marriage 
all were in vain. Chow Ying's m_othcr ins ist · 
ed that her daughter was to o young and 
ignorant to marry. . . 

One day la s t yea!', Chow' Ying heard abou t 
the Marriage Law. When s he mentioned it 
to he r parents her moth er told h er: ''Get. a 
mirror and see for yourse lf. It wou ld IJI' a dis­
grace [o,. our family if old a s you arc now you 
went and got married!" Her fath e r chmlC'd 
·n . "A ]JCrfect daughte r is one who devotes 
I . . " 
her life to se rving her pa1·cnts . 

Some t ime later, when evcrybo,dy began 
attending village 111ect111gs, Chow x mg made 
th e acqua in tance of a peasant in .he r g roup. 
Wh r n land r efo rm s tarted ear ly this .vc•a r she 
began to sec things more clear ly. She came 
to know that marriage today IS based on 
mu tua l love and respect and tha t feudal 
thoughts s uch as her parents 
held were wrong. Thus, a day 
be fo!'e the di s tribution of land, 
she and her hu ~band-to-be went 
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lo the. s ub-di s trict offi ce to reg is ter for maniagc. While they 
wprc filling ou t the form;;, Chow Ying's mother rus hed in and 

grabbed her daughter by the shoulder. 
" I forbid it! You ' re not going to 

regi s te r!" the old woman raged . 
"We arc going to because Chair­

man 1\:fao suppo rt s us, and a nyway it's 
our own U11 sincss," C how Yin g told her 
mother. 

"You hcttCf' s lop thi s nnnsl' nsc and 
come home with 111(' or I ' ll let you die 
of ~ tarvnti u n." 

··w e 'll r ccei,·c ou1 own land. \\'ho 
wa nt!':i vours." 

At thi s poi nt the governm:nl worke r in th e office ad dressed 
the mothe r: "Nowadays marriage is up to th (• ind i,·idual.< con­
ce rned . Th e go,·ernm cnt wi ll puni sh anyone inte rferin g· with 
other people's ma1Tiag-es ." 

Some of the villag,.,., who had .!!:alhered arou nd per,uaded 
the old lady not lo per>1 s l and she relu ctantly went off home. 
Watching the r et reati ng· li i:: urc or ( 'how Ying's nwthei· nnc of 
the women said: " Thi s is a perfec t exa mpl e of what tiw :llar­
l'lagc_ Law mean s for us women. How could Chow Ying get 
nu11-r1 cd iJ ther(' wa:--n't s ueh a law to prolPcl her?" 

• 
THE night licfore t he conc lu >io n o l' la nd r<'l'onn the chil·I' top ic 

was recall 1n1.:- th ,, past . comparing· it with t he p1 ·eq•nt and 
laying plans fo r tlw futu re. 

A . wo1.11a11 told ml': " Ill· fore l ilieration on.Ji nary pea :-:ants 
fo und 1t difficult to J.u y a small ]l iecc of land ,.,·en if thev some· 
how man aged lo 'lT:l Jll' together the pricl'. One had t~ in vite 
at l<·as t two villag-~ d e rk s lo prepa re th e don1 111 ent and a'k the 
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,·illag-e head and the leading land lords 
lo wi tn css t hr proceeding-,;. Jr the 
prosp<·c ti vc buyer on ly e ntertained 
the m with a few di shes of food, 
th ese 'guests ' wou ld overturn the 
ta ble, smash eve rything and go off 
s hou ting 'Yo u' re not qual ified tu own 
land" Now, my fami ly of s'ix has 
been given eigh t 1110" wi t hout pay ing 
for it and without ha ving to crnwl 
before such sco unclrck F'orrnel'iy, 
we \\'Cl"e fon:~d to Ji ve in 
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8 miserable and bare hut. Today we have four room~ with go?d 
furniture and kitchen utens ils . No longer do we dread the d1s­
omfort brought on by the rainy w eather and, moreove1-, we 
~ave been given an ox, something the fam ily could never have 
afforded in the past even if w'e had saved for generations !" 

"! also r eceived land and clothes," another woman said. "[ 
remembe r the baby we couldn't afford to keep in Chiang's time. 
We never ha rl enough to eat and so my husband was fo rced to 
le&\'C it in the field s the third day after its birth . It was a 
sad orT asion for a woman to g ive birth then , but since liberation 
it ha' become a happy cnnt. Even my new baby has been 
allotted one mou of land." 

" \\'hen I g row up I'm going to f.ght th e Ameri can invaders," 
a 14 yea r-old orphan who had worked in a landlord 's house said. 
"In the old clays I harl the landlord's hahy strapped on my back 
all da,-. I s lept in a dirty co rner under the sta irway. The old 
dog's ·ki ds kicked and beat me w henever they wanted. Now ~ 
have a piece of land, a good room, shoes and clothes . Uncle L1 
has promi sed to help me with my land so tha t I can go to school 
like other children." 
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AN AMERICA N'S TRIP BY TRUCK: 

THROUGH THE NORTHWEST 
WALTER ILLSLEY 

A LTl!OUGI! there n ow nn· rL·;:ul:u· passen;:,•r /Ju sc•s running 
from Lancl1 ow ri;:ht up lo Tihua, the ca pital of Chinese 

Turkesta n, mr prL•fen•nct• is s till l'or 1 lw old way of t ra \'el/ing 
by ordinar y truck sillin;: on onl' 's beddin;: r o ll on lop of the 
loa<l fr om when_• ~·ou can Kl'l a g-ood view of the cle :-: ert plain 
and s now-eappl•d mountains lhal mal,l' the ma~ni lw<'nt !'L'l' llCry 
of i\orthwt•st C hina . 

I took 111~1 bag-J!n .~r· out throu,1:h the Ea !-- t Gate nf th(' Sand an 
citr wall and waitl'd at lhe road si d L• inn whert• the truckers 
usually slop for a Hll'al. Tht' lir~ l I J lll'k along- \\'a :..: a n t~w four­
ton Sovit•l Zis IJ<.·lon g·iw: to thl' fll'opil' \ Lil)t•raticm J\rmy. I 
s howed tht• army drin·r a r111tc !-' lnti11g- that J was on tile' tc1.:hn ical 
slaff of' the· Sandan llailil' Sl'hool and on aulho rizl'd tra\'l·I and 
he a;:reed lo lake· llll ' lh<• ·150 i<ilonll'l<•rs to Lanchuw whirh was 
lhc L' IHI of hi s run. 

TJwrl' W<'l'P only lhi·c•t• l•l lu-r pa s!-.c·ncyr :-; on the trul'k ~o 
thf're Wil !-: ph:nty u f roo m. Mon•u n• r , the lruek was carrying 
only ~ - 1 dn1m s of g-as whiC'h just ronws to four tons . The 
famili:1r :..; i.L!"hl of th e· l\ 1111minta11g- da.vs of truc:k s , g·1oa ni ng- along 
undPr a full IL·;:a l l1>ud plu ,; l\\'o 111 · thrL'l' tons nf illicit C'argo 
plus 20 to :;o ".\"(•/lo\\" fi :·d1·' (pas:-.en~ers who JH.t)r the <irivrr fo r 
a ride) cling-i11g- <JI! lop is <lt·f initel)' a thing· of the past. One 
saw a little of it for a s h1>rt 11'/iile aftl'r Li ll· d1an;:c-o\'er when 
a large numuL• r of old J\ MT dri\'l•r ,; had ht'L'll taken O\'N hv the 
PLA, hut tlw intl'nsi\'e group sL uU.\' a111onr; lhe dri \'L•rs · ,·00 11 

developed an <'.•/1rit rfr rnr1m a111 o n;: them that broug-ht a virtual 
end to all the old practice s. 

The other passt· n;:L•r ,; turnl'd out lo he from S'inki;ing on 
their way lo mecti11g-s in Sian. On e was a Turki nationa l 
minority 1·eprPsl' ntuli\·l' and the other two w t• i·t· youn.L!" uo,·rrn­
ment workers . one a nati\'e of Manchuria and the other from 
near Peking. The Turki had neve r been that far cast loeforc 
and the two Chinese had made the trip in. to S inkiang by air, so 
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. h fi . t time over t.h e Northwes t hig hwa y. 
for all of' th e m it wa ' t c II s k partic ularl y what natural 

The two Chinese wnnlecl to now . ' of mountains that 
t b founcl Ill the i ange ]' 

resources were o e . lhe Turki askecl about the loca l ive-
paralleil'd the. road "hil~I . , n't mueh impn·ssed hy the loca l 
stock and agnntlture. e "sa: k" • tht•\' n ow hacl new hrecd-

k' th t up ln . i n ian ~ . Th 11 
sheep. n•mnr · in g a . 1· ·1rpr nnd had fin0r woo l. ey a 
·1n• 'toC'k lhal were rnut h .i1 ,. l 11·1n'1z~ I hrm ' and the 

" . . . II . l t t lC nWC' • '" • . ~pokr rnthu~1:u·d 1c·a ~ a ~ou . . · '"' t hal an• lwin,:.! dl• \'L•io pcd Ill 
rariou ~ lif.!"ht nnd h C' a\" ~· indu ~ t 1 J~ . . .. • of c·1)al. mineral s 

"'tl ·l · ·1·n· l'\;frnsi\'C.' n•Sf'J ' ""' • . h . 
St'nkialll::. \,' ' i s ' . , .. l"nn" I<an s u, ( h1ng a1 .. (1 . . ... Norlhw('st- ...... 1n ,1. ,... , 
and p..trnleum l rnn .. 1 . ' , ns all of Europe and but spa r sely 
and \" ing-h;-; ia - almns t as a1gl . f th C' important inclu :-;tr1 al 
inhnhit1·1I. is ct•l'lain to become' nnr o 

rrgi< ,n• of the wnrld. tat1nn and that is 
'1'111• c·l11'1•f difficult~· al Jll'C'-'C'nl , .... tran <.:.pn 1 • ., t...• ll est 

<·on ... u u<:t1n11 of the i .. 01 l\\ rapid]~· l1l'in~ O\"C' tT111 1H' with th e 11g-hl th10UJ.!h to T1hua and 
t·ailwa .\· whil'h \\'ill e\'l• nluall~' ;:n I l of the Sov 1d 

r. . ·1 ~i dt• of Uw m1< po1n • 
Pnk up \\'l'll lo lhe i•.u1 ope. n . 1· l ·t'll tn "" f,nilt is about 
. .. . I" ·1 \"I\' Th e 'ts anl' e ' ' . 1 ·t Tn1 11..;-~ti 1l ' rJan \.di \ , . . ,... ) .. ,. h11 l it will cut a nios 

f I . •\ ngeies to ' 11c:igo. f 
as far a ' rom _,,os . . . I 1· ·t 1C', hetwf'Pn thC' erntcr o . f tl ·adro·u <is nr ' 
2,0?fl m il\ !' ~ · r.r.11,l~ ·n~~ ~urop,C'an indus tria l r0g·io n :-: . 
China an( · 

0
' J(_ ' • • • • • • ··l .

1111
, along 

. . . • S lll'\'l'\' lng' p ,ll l l l'S, :-. I g 
Frn111 the h1;:h\\'a;· \\e sn\\ 0 1"1. t1•1 s nhcarl of the aetual 

at fn ·quc· nf intrn·ab for sonH• 10 '., o1~1: ,. offic es ha\·l' bcrn set 
t . Acl\ .. lll Ct• ('ll.[!111('( 1 IJlj..! . 

railwa\· C"nnst ruc inn. , I \V . •1 ·1nd on the hig-hway 
· y t en~ an( 11 ''' • • 

up " " fa r ahL·ad as nng · ' C· , ·h o, lo\'·ikian Praha trucks 
tl I on<l l'ahhrd iww ,zll . • 

one s"es 1e 
1
r • , ll . ·t Hai l"""' Admini st rati o n. 0 I · t, th<· '\nr l\\L's • . 

e o11)!1n;: ' . notiecd that the dri\'er stopped every 
,\ s "'e lr:l\'e l/ cd :don;: I. 

1 
.
1 

. 
1 

\\'all'r. He cxpla111ed 
:m kil1111H•tt· r ' to ("IH'<'k hi s 11.n•:-: at~< o1,. _.n1<.s th C'v had d rc-i cicd ho 

to nH' that in tlH' dri\·l'rs' <_li sc u~--~ ~~11,1 f ~,"l;~::f'\'C'nlion. And as it 
adn pl this mclhorl to avo;cl "~\; . . '·prN"lution when just after 
tunu·d out \\"(' !'Cl\\" tlH' wi s t om n t1s l < li .;;;~· ovcrc<l n puncture in 

I f . ·1 chrck up an1 . . I 
dusk ""' s toppre "' ' f ·t l . ·~ht well have ru111c< . D "\'ing lllUC'h Lil 1e1 1111~ . ht one of the tires. 11 . l' 1 Of course, one 1111g 
tlw r· a s in~ hrforC' anything- was h t1? ICC'!< .t "l l1 thr new emphas is 

I f' n 1 not mg •ll '" ma ke• a hnndrrd stops an< l < . t" lrivf'rs willingly stop the 
. f . thP "1wo11le's cqu1pmc~ ( . . 

on "'"'"W 0 1 
. • • the 101st 

I 00 ti mes to ra tr h someth mg '" onr; '. 
. 1 f this pains taking- earc of equip-

\\' e saw another examp \ o It i.s a common practice amonr; 
mcn t wh en wc s lopped to ca .1 . trucks make trips of seve ral 
lhc helter drivers Ill Chtna, w ie1 c . 
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CI-JINA UNIT.ED JT,1 TES 

4,0 38,000 square miles 3,022,000 square miles 

China 1s a country of vJst distances as thi s outliru· 

of the US placed over a m;tp o f China sh ows. 

~----------------------------------- ·--------

days or c\·en a month ancl mu st s tancl fully loade<l nii:d1 I after 
night , lo jack the fram e up about !"our inches and se t it '"' 101·ups 
in order to lukc the \\'l'i,L!'ht off the spring-s and tires . Hui our 
army d1·ivcr went to thi s troubl e whcnc,·l'r we s lopped ju , 1 an 
hour for a ml'al. 

When it came lime Lo pay for our breakfast tlw fir >I day 
I SU\\' anothl'r sig-n of thl' times . According- tn old f' hirwsc ruslom 
I would offer to pa~· fo r the entire meal us I \\'as being- J,!'i\'l·n a 
ride on the truck, a ncl al lhe same time the drivc•r s hould insist 
on paying my bill s ince I wus in ;< way h is g-ucs t and this 
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situation could only have been settled by cons iderable polite but 
animal.eel protestation back and forth. When l offered to pay, 
however, the driver said quite direct ly, "Nowadays we don ' t do 
il th at way. You pay for yours and we'll pay for ours. Any­
way we have a rci;ular allowance l"or meal s and I suppose you 
have tou.'' 

No doubt certain adhcr<"nls of o ld Chi nese custom s wi ll point 
to th ings lik e th is a s the "clcstruclion" of a fin<' old culture. 
Bul this aspect of the cmc·rg·ing- eodc of cthies cannot be separated 
from new ~trai~·htforwan l ne~s that <locs nut tountcnancc carry­
ing- "y1 •llow fi sh" and illegal ea1·g-o. 

'J'oll' ard noon \\'<' crnsscd th e 10.000-foot pass at Wu Ssn 
Ling . The littl<' hamlet 01w goc•s throug h jus t befor e coming lo 
lhc pa >s was all d<'C' kcd oul in n·d flags a nd st reamers and what 
apfl!'ar <·d to he the l'nlire populat ion \\'as s ilting in front of the 
,·c hoo lhousc attending a mel'ling- for the dri ve lo increase agri­
cullu1·al production. 

Unl along· the higlrn·ay \\'C saw s igns of the production 
dl'ivc loo. In man y places new irrigation ditches were under 
con st ru d inn and in ~ cvcl'al plal'l'S along- the roads ide there were 
frc shl,- fel led trcc trunks which were being hollowed out for 
flunws. In one place \\'here t ill' hig·h\\'ay passed through a cut, 
"<1ch a numc \\'as be ing- l1rid g-cd right over the high way to carry 
waler lo fil· lds on higher land. We al so met several trucks 
ro111i11 g up the h igh\\'ay loaded with tlw new irrigation pumps 
whid1 ll ~ l' OX<'n or horses for 11owcr. ThPsc arc being- manuf aC'­
l111 ·•·d :1( a rate• of 11101·c· than GO a da;· in Lanchow and s upplied 
on :i \·t·ry f'avoralill· hi rf'-purl'ha ~c ba ~ i s to farmers in the area. 

.\J ,, ng with irriga tion n great effort is being put into levcl­
in;•: oil' m•w fic·ld s and fillin g in gul lic's in old fi e lds that had been 
alinndonL·d and ncgi<'dcd for Y<'ars . In most places thi s work 
was lieing done l1y th c recently f'o rmcd mutual aid teams which 
\\'en· <·asy lo pi C'k out al a di s tance because IQ[ the red hanner 
tha l Oi t·s gnyly from a pule wherever the teams are working·. 

Th ese mutual a id teams ha ve a s pc•cial sign iri cancc since 
tlwy arc the first step in the eventual col lec ti vizat ion of agricul. 
Lure. At this s tage interested peasants arc encouraged to get 
togelhr r for the heavy tasks of breaki ng new land , building 
inig-a tion ways, ploughing, S<'cuin g· and harvest ing. Each in­
dividual r etains hi s ow n fic· lds and other property, but tools, 
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·,, 
animals and labor are pooled for more effic ient use. The resu lts 
in many places have been surpri sing ly successfu l and in some 
localities the peasants a lready are suffic iently confi dent in the 
advantages of g-roup effort to undertake the organi zation of 
cooperative farllls \\' here l11e lallll too, a lthouµ; h still the in­
dividu al"s properly, is juinc<l with neighboring· fields for group 
cul tivatio n. Colllp lclc col lcclivizalion \\'ill prcsulllably foliow 
when the people can see its advantages . 

. .\. , one comes into Lanchow the hi~hway runs along with 
the Y"llow Ri,·er boili ng bclO\\' on the one s ide and bare moun­
tains ri,ing on the other. At severa l places t he rock is a good 
grade cf limcs lo1w H1itablc for rail\\'a)" ballas t and the re were 
hundr,•ds of peopl e silling· in little g-roups \\'ith s lllall hammers 
~reaking- up balla ~t . It was ju st du~k as we wr r0 coming in and 
the p:i,- mastcrs \\"ere going from g roup to group measuring the 
squa1«· piles of fini shed rock . Apparcnll)• the work was there 
for an)·body who cared lo come. A number of the groups we 
passed \\'ere lllade up of stl1ool C"hi ld ren who had come to work 
a c<1 uple uf hours afte r classes and do their bit for th e No rth wes t 
railway and earn pocket money, loo. 

A LT HOUGH I had been in Lanchow severa l times s ince libera-
tion I was s urp r ise tl thi s lime at the number of Mongols, 

Ti betans a nd Turkis-both men a nd women, on the streets. 
Then I learned lhal the nc\\' school for national minorities was 
localed here 

It was interesting to compare thi s atlllosphere with the 
traditional hosl ilit)· of the pre·libcration era . Even in a small 
place such as Sandan there had been ample evidence of it. The 
city itself \\'as divided into two sections with a high wall aro und 
the mai n part a nd then a lower wa ll with separate gates aro und 
the southe rn section which was the Mos lcllls' quarter and included 
the mosque. Fo1· a period afte r the Moslem upri si ng·s at the end 
of the 19th century, when on one occasion Moslems had betrayed 
the city by opening· the gates at night , no Moslems were allowed 
lo live in the Chint·se pa rt of the city. Outs ide th e East Gate 
stood the "White Bone Memorial" containing the bones of the 
Moslems who had been massacred in one of lhe ri s ings. 

Ala Shan Mongols when making their annual pilgrimage to 
the Panchen Lama at Kumbum wo uld come by horse or camel as 
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I. 
fol' as Sa ndan and t hen w11il, often for days , in ordcl' to catch 
a Hc hool truck lo lake t he m o n bec11use they were n ~ve l' sure 
whul treatment lht•y mig-hl g-et ul the hu nd H of other t l'u ckors, 
pnrli culurl y ul' th e l<u om in tu nl!' Ul'my, 

In the face of lhiH d ee p-sealed di Hlrus t lh c new policy 
Low'u rd minoriti (•s is IJ l' ing- cu rried for wa rd ve ry cu nsC'i<•nti<JUsly 
and c ffecl ivt• ly. l•:ul' h mill"l'ily iH a ss uJ't•d full p" liliea l ri ~hls 
with its 1JW11 n·pn·sc ntalion in Lhc g-ovt• rnmcnt und is uivcn 
Hpeciu l <'co1101nie H!-ls is ta111 ·e usuall y i 11 Lhc fol'm of ma r keti ng 
nrrunJ.('cmcnts for its prudu<'Ls. J\t th e s um c time th e rni11 1J ritil'K 
n r e t• ncouru g-t•d lo d t•vc:lop Lhc ir traditional customs a ·1d 111uHic 
an<.J ur t us Wt' Jl us ll'a rn lo r ead und w rito their ow n Ja11 1:LUlJr{cs, 

un d troupes 11 1' their artists a nd mus ici uns nrc in vited t11 all parls 
of Chi na. In ll1i s way 1•urh l(l'OU JI curneH lo c n jr.,v a Ji .. allhy 
pl'idc in itH ow n cullul'n l l1 l' l'i tu;:c. 

Fol' Lia• Tibt·la 11 , the muHt co n vin ci ng- Hig-n of l111 · Ii '""' has 
11ndo11iitedly l11•t•n lh c n t•w tt•n poli cy. In I he dayx of tl11• old< :Ji incsc 
Empiru and l li c Kuomi11lang- us we ll, the lcu trade wa .< "h" cly 
controll ed J,y the l{ovcrn11Jc11l. L1111chow Wn 8 lli1· oflil'i:ill.v jJe­
HiKnUl L·d '

1

port of entry" of lt·u fo r the nor! licT n Ti l1d1 L11 ~. 
Chi ncHc lll C' r l'hu nt H wo1il d l1 uy u g-ovc rnrn (• n l li tt• r1 s(• in l.:i11d1ow 
lo brinK in u ~ hipnw11t of' ll•a. Th en they would l1u y s 1·1111 1·urL'<-I 

lea in Ct•nlru l ('hina un d lukt• il 11 o r t h lo Sia n wht·rr· il wus 
fJJ'CHH(•d in a g-ianl pr••ss mnd1· of r•nlir1• ln.•1• trunks into ~O Iii. 
hriC'k H whieh Wf ' l'I ' t ru 11 s 1u>1·lf' :/ :ib1n 1l ~ 'I dn.vs l1 y ca n1t•I lo J.a11d111w. 

Thus 11 lrnul n y1·a r and a ha lf :1f'lt·r lh t• lic·1·11 :-: 1• wa s first 
purehu~wd tl11 • ll·u was lr:H ll'd for 'f'il H•lun \\'oo/, hid l's, f'11r _,; 1111d 
s ilvt' I'. Tilt' '/'il 1dn11!-I wt•n · fo rb idd1 ·11 lo rui s t· U1(' iJ' own l\·;1 :i nd 

us l t•n ix (' H~wrilial lo llw ir Uicl tl11 .v wt•n• forC'cd lo pa y l11g-h 
pri cc.•H indudinir h <•avy i111 p C' r ia l laxc.·H f' u 1· t he· C hHH'S(' h ·a :incl 
rC'cc.•i\'t•d very low pri n•s for liH·ir own prod11d s . Now 1111 · ll•u 

tn xcR hn ve IH·cn rc.·du C'c.·~ l a nd il iH hu11U/('d 11.v 1h l• eons 111111·r rn­
operut.ivcs w hi r h c.•xr hung-c it ut fair pri ct•s for Til.:·11111 pn 1d 11ds. 
And , uhovc• :di, ll1 e Tilwtn 11 s urc now Uci ng e rJ< .. ·0 11raJ.(<•< l lo plant 
tc.•u in tl1 c.·ir ow n ~w utl1 c.•r n vallt•ys wllC'rc.• Lh f' e lim alt• is s ui talilc.•. 

I le f t LnrH' how on u ll'u rk o/' ll11• Chi11a l'l'l rol1·11111 Co111p:iny 
which WU 8 lnk i11J.{' k<'rOs l' ll<' lo T il• ns uc.• i . OUL!'\ id <' Uw c·il .r uric.• 
HllW 11 ;:real <l<' u l o /' rnilwuy eon Ht ru clion uct ivil v. Mm: l or lhe 
cnd h wurk WH 8 i>C' ing don(' with wlrkc•r lwskf'l!'\ ~111 111 e11's l1a1 ·ks, 
but thcl'c were ul so cnn vJc• r C'runt·s n nd a ir comprc·~so 1 ·H uncl lrnll -
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. 1 ·J 0 11 the hriugcs and tu n nel s . dozer• nl work, pal'l.l cu i11 Y Al on e 

site J counted 14 hu ll dozcrH. 

'V e II /HO suw a t·rcw drilling for • I f from L n nd 111\v t 
No ar , . . , /' lh, projecl s o/' Lill' lkl'artmen 

nrlrs ian wull'r. 1 t~i_s 1:1 o_n< <: Ti r~lc•d hnd a nd is c·11Lin· ly lll' W 
or A;:ri (' ullu l'e for ll lt'l'l'tlSITlg II . g • ". /' th e ty/ll' d eve lo ped 

I t Th e dl'lll '"K "'"" 0 · 
in th1• No l' llWl'H . lh. Szl'dn11·n1•st• ,. all \\'l'l l ''l'""ators. Jl 
t hrou~li l'Cnll1 n e s l1y ' . 1' ... .. I lit· to1> i1r whi1·11 is n11iunltd · f wc 1d t 11dcr r1 l"<a 1 io:-;s 
comu ~ t .-. o n . i' I I . lih• '-' O llll ' ~ianl l1ow and urrow . 
n :tO f'1 >1J L wu~>lll'n . I><'.\~ o11 <: 11 ~. :: ·~:. 1l it hatnl H10 rope f rom the 
The 111t ·l a l <!rill l11l "' h11n g I ,\ I I ·t /' ii . I o /lolll o /' the 
midd lt· ol' th t• how s t r i n~~ .1 11:..; I ~ 111 1 () ll. I . ·I thmic 

Tl , fou r or li \·1· 1111 · 11 pul l on lhc.• I O IH.-· in 'l Y . 
bord1t.J". icn . . . . . ·flkit•11 / s pring- to kt•1·p the l11l , nd t he l iow rn ls .1 s ~ 1 11 t. f 
uni snr_1 a . . ··t th . I ; ttom of lht· hol e wit h a minimurn o 
bol1111"1t1g- a g- .. uJJ. , l ' ' 1 . t i , I ri ll rop<' i s ltn~lhPnccJ . 

. , . /\. s I lit· h1JI(' g-11t ·s t o\.\ n . H i . I 
l'~\\t t. . . . I I< wn lhl' holt.• lo turn 1h1 · drillin i~s in to muc 
\\ ut1 ·r 1s pnu11 ·< 1 ' 

1 
I tl · lowcrc-<.l 

nnd " /0 :1111 /1 110 l11ill' wilh " fl:ip v:ilv<• in l 1<· Ill uni ' " 

oc·ca ~ i1111 ally lo kt·c·p lht' ho lt· lmiltd oul. 

T hi ~ 1nr·lliod of' well s i111i.i11u 
in~ H 'HldL· l's of" lhl' \\'11rl tl s i111 ·1 · 
wa v 1hn1ug-h r of'k a s 
di•i:p a s 111any 111odcr11 
oil \\t· ll " lollJ..:' IJl'f'orc · 
l'\"1 ·11 I lic • \\' ii"<' 111pt· wa s 

in \'1·1d1·d . Trw· it i s n 1d 

as 1·1li1·i1·11 t :1 s 11111cl c.· r11 
dr ill11w 111:11 ·hi1u•r y, !J ul 
wl11 ·11· m11d1 ·r 11 1·quip-
nH ·1i1 i ~· 111Jt .n ·t avnil -
ahl1 ·, lit'\\' C'\iin ;\ i s 
ulil1 zi r11 .:- li l'r anc.:ic 'nt 
sJ,i II 

i ~ prol ialily r1 11 1· 11r I he tn ;~ in f' c ~·-

1 li<· sa il w1· ll s W t ' I" drill <·< I l h!K 

As """ truck pulled . J :,, 

into the mountain 
v il ln1~<· o/' Jl \Vll Chi u­
lin J: , a rnvoril1· ea tin i,.:­
pJ11,.1 · of nil th e tl'uck­
crs al onu I ha t road, W<' 
fo1111d 11,,. l'i g- hl -11/'-way 
prod i1·a ll .v hl11t·k1 ·d h~' 
truek s of an army 
<'n11rny pnl'k cd o n both 

S11·cluH·n sa h drilJins;i rig. 



s ides of the highway. Our driver, Cheng, hes itated a moment 
and then started to inch through in low gear. But he had 
f.orgotten abo u t the blackboard that was hung on the 
s ide of hi s truck stating hi s gasoline and tire mileage and other 
perfor~nance records as part of the compet ition between <lrivers 
for efhc1ency. The board s nagged and ripped one of the army 
truck tarpauli ns . 

My mind instincti,·ely recalled the numerous incidents l had 
seen betwe.en civilian truckers and the old Ku omintang army 
dnver s whic h, no matter w ho was at fault, often flared up with 
angry brandishing of pi s tol s by the army and on the sput pay­
ments uy the ci\' ili an of sevetal t imes the amo unt o f t he damage. 

And in that moment a number of army drive rs d id appear 
out of the neares t inn. There was an animated in spcl'liun or the 
damage and then together with our driver they went ult' lo 

another inn where other t r ucl;e rs and the con voy t<> llll ll dlldcr 
were eating. J t was :;ome 20 mi11utes bdo1·e Cheng cam e IJack. 

We a s ked hi m if he had lo pay anything" "Nu, · h" said, 
"! offcl'cd lo pay to ha \·e their tarp Jix~d and Lu g-1 \·c lhL'lll a 
~1ece . of ours to putch the irs , I.Jul t hey wou ldn ' t have il. They 
sa id it was then· own fault 'because they had pa1·kcd 0 11 iJ 0 th s id es 
of the r ead a nd hadn't left room for traflic to get thru uµ;h ." 

"Then w hy did it take so long '!" we l) sked. 

. "Their drivers \v'anted to know if I had bee n an µ; ry and 
driven. nghl through with the idea 'it'll st•1·ve them ri g ht if some 
of their palllt gets rubbed off' and in that case it \\'OU!d show 
1 ha~ no regard for the people 's prupe rly . And they said if it 
wasn t that, t hen rnaybc I hes itated tu gel uul and crilicizt them 
because l.hey were the a rm y and nowadays it's our duty lo make 
construct ive cr it icism w herever we l'a n. " 

. It was still <lay li ght when we ani ;ed in Ti cn s uc i and bl'i'ore 
go m g .to the rai lway station I had a la s t meal with driver Cheng 
and hi s he1pe r. They both a.s kcd \\'hen I would be coming back 
to the Northwest and added that at the end of 1952 th e nrepara ­
twns wou ld be complete<l and the real cons tructi on ;, rogram 
would get underway. T ech nical peo ple wo uld be needed then 
a nd I should be su re to come back, they ~a id . 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Germ War Against US POW's 
SP RE A DI NG of .g· e rm wa rfare aga ins t US pri soners of war 

in Korea has been added to the miss ions of the American 
air forcl'. I n addition lo ea r r y ing out numerous bombings and 
slrafini;s of POW camps during the pas t several months, on 
Jun e G, US planes dropped in fes ted ants over POW Camp No. 3 
in Changsong· a nd Cam p No. 7 in Pyok -long. 

Aecording to a H si>1h11a di s pale h from Kaeo;o ng', one US 
PO\\". Charles G. Pixi e;' . in ('amp No. :i , who took part in exter­
minat inµ; the ants was inf'ctlcd in the c·uurse of the work. After 
2-1 hours. he los t consciou sness , vomited , s uffered severe abdom inal 
pain< and had to lie hos pita li zed. 

A record of US bombing and s trnfing of POW camps in 
North Korea this yea r reveal s l hey were carried out on J a n uary 
14, ~ l arc h Hi, May 4, May 5 and Ma y JI . A number of PO W's 
and pe rsonn el attached lo the cam 1" we re kil led and wounded. 

WlllL E the Americans clung to their hoax of "voluntary re-
pal1·iation" of Korean and Chinese pl'isone r s in order to 

fores tal l a Korean armis tice t he B1·itish press ev idenced grave 
doubt s al.Jout US '' screening" methods w h ich claimed more than 
100,llOO men r efu,ed to r etu rn to t hei r own side . 

" The chaos in the p ri sone r of war cam ps and the incom­
petence of some of t he American office r s in charge of them ha s 
incvitauly thrown doubt on the efficiency with which the prisoners 
were se reened." (London T-iines, Ma y 24) 

The New S taf1•s11w11 a11<l Nation said on May 17: " Doubts 
arc s tre ng·thened by the presence of Chinese Na ti ona li s t s 
[Kuomi ntang] a mong the sta ff s s upervi s ing the camps ... Ther e 
io; little difficu lty in guess ing the real function s of an y Kuomin­
tang (01· South Korean) officials permitted to mix w ith the prison­
ers, or brought from Formosa [Taiwan] ... " 

The same publication on May 3 l s aid: "There has clearly 
been muddle, mismanagement and \\'Orse on the part of the 
American camp authorities . . and it is now imposs ible to 
accept the American 'no-repatriation' totals as accurate. 
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If some of the compounds have been under Communist control, 
and if US troops have been unable to enter them how was it 
poss ible to conduct the 'po ll' of prisoners which the Americans 
claim to have taken between April 4 and April 18 ... " 

Even the rabidly anti-Communist Tinw magazine, on June 
2, gave a hint at the ex tent of the U~ hoax in Korea: " . . Worst 
of all , observers were beginning to realize that the prisoner vote 
on repatriation , wh ich at fir s t had seemed the only creditable 
and politically valuable a spect of the whole affair, had not been 
arrived at by the UN in .i true and careful polling, but was in 
some cases a roug h & r ead y guess .. . . The st ruggle went on 
in the hospita l camp on the mainland, nea r Pusa n, as we ll as 
on bloody Kojc Is land. Under suc h conditions, no ,fai r or com­
plete balloting on politica l preference was poss ible ... . In pre· 
scnting the fi g ures as if every prisoner had been specifically con­
sulted, the UN made a se rious mi stake," Ti 111c mourn fully re­
~~. , . 

According to official US figures, only 70,000 Korea n and 
Chinese POW's arc willing- lo IJe repatriated. Yet an Al' story 
appearing in the San Frnn ciscu Ch ro11iclc on May 28 r«ported 
a news co nference on Koje Is land in which General Van Fleet 
sa id: " The toug hest 1,100 pri soners were moved Thursday 
(from Pusan) lo Koj e Is land, where 80,000 already arc held ." 

At the end of April a 7iS /S repor t from Munsan in South 
Korea said: "Those asking lo uc repa t r iated were kep t in pr ison 
ca111ps on Koje Island .. . those who said they did not wan l 
to be returned we re transf erred to camps on t he mainlan<I.'" 
Thu s the American ,; arc ha vin g a hard lime making the fi )•· ur~s 
jibe in th eir offieial pre" reports. 

Old Wine in New Bottle 
TH E r cccnl n•shutne in the puppl'l Hao Dai govrrnn11·nl in 

Vi el-Nam ev id ences the co ntinu ed failure of the Fn·nch 
coloniali sts lo defeat the peopl e's li be ration movement. The 
replacement of Bao Dai's premi e r Tran Van Huu by l\ g11)·cn 
Van Tam once again illustrates th e instability of the Frcnch­
Amcrican puppet regi me and the bas ic diffi culti es besetting their 
policy of usi ng Viet-Namesc to fig-ht the people of Viet- Nam. 

By setting up a " new" government the American s and 
French hope to speed up the creation of a puppet army lo re· 
in.force the badly 111auled French forces which arc facing an 
acute manpowe r shortage as a result of heavy losses infl icted 
by Ho Chi Minh 's Vi et-Nam P eopl e's Army. 
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Despite napalm bombings and large-scale US assistance, the 
growing oppos ition of the French people at home and ~nti-war 

t" ent among the t roops in Viet-Nam has necessitated a 5~~i;; of more dependence on "native" troops. On April 20, 
~eu l e r reported tha t " France has Jost more officers er.ch .year 
in the Indo-Ch ina conflict than graduated from her 1111lttary. 
academ)". according lo M. J ean Monnet. chi ef economic planner 
of the Frenc h govc rnnwnt." Said Monnet: ''I cannot ovcr­
emph a ~ ize thf' drain which thi ::; war im~wses on France, ~ dr1~1n both in ma terial s . goods and . preci ous human resom ces. 

NOT\\"ITII STA:"\DLNG the optimisim announcinp: t he r eshuffling 
of po.ls in the puppe t government, the hopelessness of the 

Bao Dai clique is apparrnt. A str iking s imil:nit>• with the di s­
carded Chiang Kai-shek regime of China exists . Just as Chi ang 
has been ca lled th e " supply sergeant" fo r the Chinese lrbe ration 
forces. the Bao Dai crm1'd. by its corrupt practices. which range 
from blackmarketeering to selling- supplies lo the Viet-Nam 
peopl r 's forces , has been performing the same se rvice. 

Writin g in the Pari s Oh.qrr v ol cw-, Cla ude Bourdet reported 
that lhC' puppet government has !wen se llin g US eq'uipmcn t lo 
the Viet-Nam forces in th e Kuom intang pattern, th at the Bank 
of Ind o-China and specula to rs in the pias tre-franc exchange 
racket arc makinf!" hu !(·e profits and tha t French poli cv in Viel­
Nam is largely dictated by the des ire to keep Indo-China in a 
stale of war . 

~ome idea of the "supnl>•i ng"' actiYi t ies of the Bao Dai 
'upporlers was (!" iven in a TTP dispatch from Hanoi on May fi. 
Arrorrlino: lo thi s re po rt. "Hanoi. thr French hastion in North 
lnd o China. is a main Communist supply source 

. r rhels infiltrating through th e French TTnion 
Jl"rinwlrr around th e Tankin g- ca pital are ahle to hu y fr eely 
l'Uf'h supp ly itflrn s a~; Amcriran~madc milifar.v helts. ;:immunition 
ha ,,-s. 11i stol hol s ters and canteens A r epo rter tou1·inQ" the 
n1:1rkrt with a French intelligrncr officer found a ll these g-ords 
on ""! Some we,.e new anrl othPrs appea rer! to ha ve bern 
sah·agrd from the fiQ"hting. 'Right in the street> of lllP cit>• lhr 
enr1111• cnn buy thi> equ ipment,' the offi cer said . 'We cannot 
slop it.'" 

A •1 even more important sourer of supply for the VPA has 
hern the huge s tocks of military eq uipment ca ptured from the 
Fn•11d1 and their puppet troops. 
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Another US General Talks 
THE lot of an American , . 1 . 

bl urt out the trutl . gen ei a in Korea who may 
Dodd d C 1 

JS not a happy G , an olson , who admitte-d t th on.e. encrals 
~;orean and Chin ese prisoners o e.u se of forc e a;:rainst 

sc reening" for ""ol t . on Ko,1c Island in the u~ 
ffi . un arv l'<' pati" t' " ~") 

~ icial tong 11e-l ashing, r eii0\· d /a ion, we re gil'cn an 
ieduced to th e rank o f c le o th e11· comma1lfls a nd 
General Hudelson Co 

0 ~ n c l. Th e case o f J\Iajor­
Di vis ion in Korea' is a~~';; a 1H er o f the 40th Tnfantrv 
talked too much. iei cxa,,, p]e of a genera l wh~ 

On .June 8 Hudcl,;on I · . 
that Chinese and I' . ' on 11 s i elurn to th e U~ '' <l id 
armies out of Kor '01 ca n_ troops "could dri ve l h ~ l:X 
Asked if he be l i e ::1a~~'J't1m e th c.v dec ided to a t tack. 
Communi s ts . Huc!els,on. s ~~'I. tr?OJ>S eo u]d throw back the 
June 9) · ' · I am cedain not.'" (AP, 

Two days later Hudcl s . 
Angeles tha t th e army ' ' h· . . on told reporters in Los 
public s ta tements he.' 1:'s warned him that an y furth er 
reg ul a . ·1· lla ,cs ' hou ld I e . I . 

'' m1 ita !'y channels " (A ' I c cased th roug·h 
same day H udc lson told r'1 ' . . T', J une lO) On th 
dent: "I ha 1·e to shut u:ef~ '.1 icogn T r ib11 11 c corres pon~ 
have plent .v to say whe 'i I I lhe time being, but I 'll 
have _sa id' tha t I'm not s u~·c \\'.} ~· .l:'« t out of th e army. 1 
\v'ar in h orca. If I f It ti ) II c arc even fi g ht in g the 
the men under me to kn~w .;a t ~1· a ,-, how could I c~pcct 

"It . II l)' t lC.\' wei-c fighting there?" 
A. was d" t!osecl toda1· tha . 

1 my Headqu a rters in S~n F t. the a rm y has asked fith 
Hudelson about hi s I . . I an c1sco to ques tion 
muni s ts could dri ve. u':~I Jlhshed s tatement tha t the c·. ~ 
chose" ( [ ' " I oops from ]" · Oil! · T', June JO) ' 01 ea a ny l ime th«)' 

T -
.. 110 da ys latc 1· Hudelson 

min1 s trative reprimand . . receive<! an ~i d­
' A Glh Army spokesman 

\\ oulcl be r elieved of acti1·e 
(Rrn l cr, June 13) 

:1~1td that Gene ral Hudelso n. 
Y 'n a few days . . . ,. 

China Monthly Re .. iew 

Japan Rearms for US 

J
APAN'S made-in-America government is already carrying out 

one of its chief assignments-making arms and weapons fo r 
the US army. J apan ese press accounts reveal that Japan is 
schedu led to supply weapons , not only for Korea, but for a ll of 

Asia. 
The commercia l n ew~ pnpr r .\' ihnn J{cizai reported that 

Amer ica apparenlly has dec ided lo let Japan produce rapidly 
in c rca ~ing- orders for w eapons and a mmunitio n. "A maj or part 
of these mun it ions arc to be used in the Far Eas t and Southeast 
M ia." !he paper declared . ( , \/'. J une 1-1) Th e same item 
quoted the US Far Ea<t Comrn a nu as assuring Japanese manu­
facturers tha t their weapons bus in ess would be permanent. 

Ear lie r press r eport !' noted tha t Japanese munitions manu­
facturl' 1..: "may soon u ~ P forme r Pacifi c \Vnr gove rnment arsenals 
lo suppl)· Ameri can t roops with shell s and gu npowcr ." (R cula 
May ~ 1 ; I T he arsen al,; had fo rmerl y l'cc n sd a , idc fo r poss ible 
repara tion pa~,.,n ent s . 

WHILE Y oshida's government acts as munitions manufacturer 
fn1· Washington , Anwri can finan eial penetration of Japan 

beconll'S more open. The !\yndn N ews Agency reported th&t the 
.lapanrse F o reign Jn,·es tmcnt Commission has r evealed ti-at the 
Stnndard-Vacuum Oil Compan y and other big oil firm s own 50 
percent 0 1· more of the stock o f a num:ber of Japan's major oi l 
companie~ . 

.\111eri can interests hold the lion 's share of 6,000,000 ,000 yen 
of fo re ign in vestments in Japanese enterpri ses . Oi l, rubber, 
lea llll' r , t rade, aeronautics . che .11ical s and machine ry are where 
in\' P>l ments a rc heaviest . Many Japanese companies have 
actually become branches or agencies of foreign fi rms. 

E1" 'n before the Yoshida gove rnment was granted its 
"ind ependence" by Washington an open dri ve was on for relaxa­
ti on ol' fo1·eign investment Ja\Vs in Japan. Harold Bache, senior 
pa rtner of the New York investment firm Bache and Company, 
in a seri es of lette r s to Japanese officials, stressed that no busi­
nessman would make a heavy in ves tment in Japan unless free 
to lake out hi s original inves tment at an y time. ( UP, April 21) 

As early as April re\'i s ions o f Japan 's fore ign .investment 
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l::iw then. under consideration by the Yoshida government · I d 
n ,.Prov1s10n t.hat foreign investors may !begin taking 0~~c ~he~d 
P• 1nc1pal capital three years after making the investment a~ 
the rate of 20 percent per year. 

Malayan Rubber Crisis 
H ARD hit by the big drop in rubber prices in ·Ma" 1. " · } · M , , uusmess 
Cl. cn·c ~s ~n ala)'a al'C hoping. for resumption of trade with 

1111~. Fo1 a lmost the fir><t time 111 its hi st<>ry, Malaya ha b 
'ho" ing- a trnde deficit. s een 

R 
11

Blame fo r the. c ri s is lrns been laid at Washington's doorstep 
. u) 1er produced 111 Malaya cannot be so ld in ufficien t t' · 

ties becau<e th B ·t· I quan I· · · . ? l'I is 1 are carrying out t he US-im osed 
embargo restncl111g rubber sales to the Soviet Union and ciiina. 

Businessmen haYe pointed out the serious effects of th 
~mbargo and that "the embargo helped the US achi~\'e a d: 

0~~to m~nopoly. of some raw material s as it is practic::i!ly the 
Y la1 ge pu1 chaser of tin and rubber" (A 1· 

P rcs'c Ma 17) R b . gc11cr . nwce 
l\fal ~ ' .y . u ber accounts for about 67 percent of 
.I yan Jexpo1 ts and its pnce collapse caused tra<ic lo tend 
( angcrcus Y toward the deficit s ide. 

Th e same AFP dispatch w t to 1 . . M I . b . en on say t mt business "'urce· 111 · a a~a elirve the rubb . " · 
0 

th ti "C . . c1 p1 ice cave-in to he more ecrious 
an ic ommu nist in surrection" Th ' t t · . 

prccar·o · t o · e i;; i ua ion wa~ hetomrn,g 
I us o ie sma ll middle plantations which ace t f 

mr:re than half of the total production. .\Va~e cut. oun or 
minent in order t _ . 1 1 ~ s "rte 1m-
portecl. o a\ o1c a rge-sca le unemployment , A f'P re-

Th e Lahor Parlv of Sin~a 1 r 1 government to . 1 _· l\' 
1 

~· I 0 e ias called on the Rrilish 
J e case ia a va n i·uhbe r fo . . t Ch. 

th e Sf'vict Union Th f . · · 1 cxpor to rna and 
W . . · e ouner secrctarv of th t p M ill1 a111• sa id that the 1 1 

· e par ~-. ct1·r .. 
~ · · ' · ' on v r emec Y to the sudde I · .. 1·o p 1n rubber prices la . · t · · n anc pe1·s1.-tent 
if this sta te of ff '. .. y 111 an ex ended market. He warned that 
. a a1' s went unchecked th " . 

SIOl1' besides political an I . I t . e ccono111 1c r epercus­
scr ious " ' inc us rial unres t · . . will Le ,·ery 

B~· Jun e there \\"I. gr " 
industrv M . th 's 0

" !ng unemployment in the ruhber 
. . o1 c an five ma.1o r facto 1·ic~ h ci 

.Tune 5, Rcul cr reported from Singapore. · a closed down .by 
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Report to Readers 
.~~~~---~~----~~------~-~------~-----

WE had an interesting lime 
talki ng w ith several of 

the delegates who had attend­
eri the Preparatory P eace Con­
ference in P eki ng in early 
June and later came through 
Shanghai on their tour of the 
country. We were particu lar­
ly glad for the opportuni ty for 

._ often we fee l we're working in 
something- of a vacuum . Most 
d our readers now are abroad 
- - in the United States, Eng­
land, Canada, Au stralia, India 
and Southeast Asia-and often 
ll'e ll'onder ju st what they most 
w~nt to know about China. 

The delegates gave us sev­
eral ideas . Th ey were looking 
at thi country through fresh 
eyes. Many things, which we 
take quite for granted. having 
experienced the changes from 
day to da y over the past three 
yfars, struck them as most im­
portant. 

For instance, all of them 
spoke of the "gre11t sp irit of 
the people" in building a new 
China. This is something that 
has impressed us, too, but it's 
r.ot easy to explain. When 
you start writing about the 
"new spirit," the 11gTeat enthu~ 
siasm," and so on it usually 
begins to sound like a Sunday 
School report. We'li be inter-
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ested in hearing how the dele­
gates explain it to their 
fri ends at home. 

Then all of them spoke 
'' bout lhe huge population of 
ti.i s country. On their train 
tr;p, their Yoyage up the 
Yr.ngtze <1nd flying over the 
cc.untryside, eve rywhere they 
saw cul t ivated land , small vil­
lages and hundreds and hun­
<lreds of people. At the big 
Yangtze River conservancy 
project at Shasi they saw tens 
of thousands of people mobil­
ized in dredging the detention 
bas in. Two of the delegates 
sa id that on first sight their 
immediate r eaction was that it 
mu st be forced labor. 

It wasn't until the second 
clay when they went down to 
the construction site, ta lked 
with individual workers, saw 
the cultural and educational 
programs provided for them 
and witnessed at fir st hand the 
r ea l sp irit of the workers that 
they realized the people were 
voluntarily organized to carry 
out this important work that 
will bring benefits to them­
se lves and to their coLmtry. 

"It's the human interest 
angle you should keep in 
mind ," one delegate told us. 
''Tell your readers stories of 
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have now taken to simple dress and 
food. 

During the movement, some die-
hards have come around through 
criticism and self-crit icism the most 
powerful weapon in th ~ struggle. 
Those who before were too conceited 
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to receive criticism made by their 
fe llow students have become modest 
men. They even helped other students 
In overcoming difficulties. 

More than 300 students of our 
un ivers ity have pledg ed to join the 
New Democratic Youth League. 

YANG CHING-HSIN 
Nankai University, Ticnlsin 

DEFEND PEACE 
To the Editor : 

Recently the American and British 
imperialists have committed a series of 
crimes which threatens world peace 
unwilling to admi t the ir defeat on the 
Korea11 .. front, the US warmonger' 
launched ... bacteriological warf~re--a 
crime even the Hiterite gangs hesitated 
to comm it- attempting the mass 
destruct ion of the civilian popu:Jtion 

·----~---------
the daily life of individuals so 
they, too , ca n understand 
what 's r ea lly happened here. " 

---------------------........ ~~----------

Aipther sa id, " Give us more 
maps and fact a bout China. 
Most people in my country 
have only the !\aZtest idea 
about China, !Jut they' re get­
ting more inte rested. " 

A good idea an d we'll s tart 
right here: Land refo rm has 
made it pos,i ble lo collect the 
fir st re liable statisti£sl on the 
population of C hi rf~ The Kuo­
mintang g overnmllrt was un­
able to gather these figures for 
the peasants knew any official 
as ld..,g questions was a ha r­
binger of trouble--a n increase 
in taxes or a hike in the loca l 
conscription quota-so the less 
said the better. The s ituation 
was completely reversed by 
land refo rm. E~J,:¥ member 
of the fami ly was entitled to 
his share of land, so every­
body was accounted for. 

The new province of 
Pingyuan in North China 

was originally thought to 
have a population of 12,000. 
000, but la nd reform statis­
tics showed a population 
of close to 20,000,000. Coun­
try.w ide fi gures are still not 
in for land refonn has not 
been comple ted in. a ll the 
border areas, but the present 
est imate is well ove r 500,000,-
000, or about one-fourth of 
the world! 

SHANGHAI is hav ing a real 
housecleaning in the cam­

paign to improve sanitation 
and prevent disea se. In addi­
tion to the free inocu lations 
aga inst cholera, p lague, 
typhoid, typhus and 'o on 
which eve ryo ne in the city is 
tak ing in earnest thi s year, 
espec ially beca use of the germ 
warfare, the streets, a lleyways, 
backyards and garbage bins 
are getting a good scrubbing. 

We had a pa rticularly good 
view of how it's being ca rried 
out from our offi ce windows 

-----------·----~~---~-------
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1rhich open on an inside court 
or we ll. The bottom was a l­
ways a discouraging sight , lit­
ter~d with more than its share 
of rubbish in which an e·.'er­
gro11ing number of rats for­
ager! . Jn the old days we jok­
ingly used to speculate on how 
long it would be befo re the 
p;le "grew " up to our third 
fl oo r windows. 

After liberation, as the civic 
&p iril of the building's tenants 
and ow ners improved, the bot ­
tom of the court received an 
occasiona l cleaning a nd the 
dai ly deluge of waste paper , 
apple co res a nd what not that 
u'ually rained down from a ll 
seven floors Legan to slacken 
off. 

Then, in June, the tenants 
and the land lord jointly organ­
ized a clean-up day a nd reall y 
went to work. .QfJlees were 
cleaned out, hall s, s teps, wash­
rooms, everything was scrub­
bed. Most of one afternoon 
was spent on the well, with 
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of both Korea and China. Al the 
same time, they also tried vari ous 
tactics to stal l the Korean ceasefire 
talks. 

On the British side, t he Hongkong 
British government deported a number 
of prog ressive Chinese residing in 
Hongkong, and more recently, illegal ly 
ordered the Hongkong Ta Kung Pao lo 
suspend publication for six months. 
All these provocative actions are 
intolerable to the peace-loving people 

even the wa ll s of the building 
f,'etling a good hos inji\". The 
drains were cleaned out, holes 
in the cement patched and the 
who le place tidied up - and, 
what's more, it seems to be 
staying tha t way. Only occa­
s ional bits of pape r blow out 
the wi ndows now and every 
day the court is sweJ?t. 

We can 't say we're looking 
out on a garden now, but a t 
least it 's clean. And s ince all 
of us in the building had a 
hand in the cleaning it's a 
pretty safe bet that it' ll stay 
that way. 

• 
SHA NG HAI'S 111ovie theaters 
'- continu e playing to packed 
houses, with many shows so!d 
out day arter day. Partially 
it is because the movies have 
shown a ma rked improvement 
over the past three years a nd 
partiall y becau se, with their 
rising standard of living, more 
and more working people are 
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all over the world. 

In order to smash the imperialists' 
conspiracy and defend world peace, we 
Chinese people throughout the country 
should fervently respond to Chairman 

Mao's ca ll to increase production, 
practice economy il ll d support the 
Chinese People' s Vo lunteers. Workers 
and peasants should step up their 
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production, while the studen ts should 
intensi fy the ir polilical s tudy. 

As a college student, r am deter­
mrncd to take part in the p.:i trio tic 
movements whi ch are tak ing place In 
our un iversity. 

MAO W.IM i G LIN 
Szcchucn Universi ty, Cltc 11ytu 

----------------------·-----------------------------
becomi ng rPgular movie fans . 
T o mert thi s grow in g- demand. 
one 11 cw t lieater ha• rcc<!ntly 
been bui lt i11 a wo rking class 
district and unothcr is under 
construction, w hil e traveling 
movie projection teams now 
tour the c ity r<'R"Ularly , giving 
s howings in hall s, auditoriums 
nn cl wo1·kcrs ' clubs. 

The indomitable fighting 
s piri t of th e J(orean people in 
the face o f th e brutal in vas io n 
of t heir land was fo rce full y 
brought to the sc reen in the 
K o rea n pr11ducctJ movie 
"Young Guerillas" w hi ch re­
cently ope ned in S hanghai. 
Tlw sce 11 c is laiu in u No rth 
Korean to·1·n tcmporurily oc­
cupi ed by the A ru c rica ns in th e 
autumn of I !l50. 

Spearhead ed ~ group of 

young- Koreun"i, the n ·s is tance 
o f I he town folk lo all the in. 
dig-11itics and oppn•ss ivc :ic~ 
of the in vndcrn and their JlUJJ­
Jl<'( s is the s tory of why vic­
t r> ry hC' lo ngs to the J'eople 
of Korea. Making up this 
grou p of you ng- guerilla;; ure 
many tc{· n-agcrs such as the 
young hoy whose mother and 
l1ro th c r arc s ho t Lefore his 
eyes . 

Told in terms of w ha t has 
h11ppen<'d all over Korea, this 
movit• if-' a terrible indictment, 
of K o rea's in vadf'rs and their 
cont<•mpt for the people, and 
ut t he same tim e it pain ts with 
ti i-m s trok e~ n niovi ng- picture 
vf the ' trn g-g lc o f a people de· 
tcrmin cd lo kee p the ir cou ntry 
fn·e and to huve a g-ovcr11ment 
of th e ir ow n choice. 
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