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LETTERS 
particular interest in view of the recent 
American trumped up charges of 
"atrocities" commit,ted by the Korean 
People' s Army a!Tlf the Chinese Volun-

th I 
tee rs. From e Peop e Signed by Phil Quin, the letter says: 

~
'I am a forward observer with a heavy 

Comments from readers on cur 
topics are cordially invited: their ar company, in the 3.5th Regimental 
opinions, however, do not neca!8arily combat team, which is with the 25th 
represent the views of the China · (Lightning Division). We are the furthest 
MOftthl11 R..n.to. north of UN Forces in Korea. At the 

IN TAIWAN- 4 
' To the Editor: 

On November 28 I received a letter 
from a friend who lives in Taiwan. 
Three years ago we studied in the same 
school in Shanghai. At that t ime his 
father was in Taiwan. Before Shanghai 
was liberated he went to Taiwan, serving 
i\S a sai for on a ship. 

In the letter, he wrote to 'Ille: "We 
are living very uncomfortably, for 
Ch iang' s government, under US pro­
tection, rules us very cruelly; anti--we 
cannot say anything here about the gov­
ernment, otherwise we would get into 
trouble. So we have no freedom, and 
now we are anxious to go back to 
Shanghai, but it cannot be done .... " 

The reactionary government and US 
imperialism oppress our fellow country­
men of Taiwan. We must intensify the 
Resi st America and Aid Korea Movement 
in order to defeat US aggression and 
liberate the peop le of Taiwan 

TUNG HUANG-SUN 
Shanghai 
December 4, 1951. 

KOREA EXECUTION 
<4 To the. Editor: 

I have received a reprint of a letter 
to the editor of the Ithaca Journal in 
Ithaca, New York, which I think is of 

a 

moment we 11re fighting on the East­
Central front. 

I can't say of course that war isn' t a 
grisly thing. A few days ago, I was 
ordered to direct fire on a large shack 
in the village to our front. Battalion 
claimed it was an enemy observation 
post. However, I knew I was supervising 
the execution of one ancient mama-san 
and two very young children. 'C'est-la­
Guerre,' I bel ieve, is the military 
excuse • 

P. H. C. 
Shanghai 
December 12, 1951 . 

J 
MED ALTEAM 
To the Editor: 

When my friend Mr. Chang retu rned 
from Hopei province, he told me a story 
that was so interesting and instructive 
that I tooj< it down, as follows: 

Two years ago, one of the new medical 
teams, inspired by Chairman Mao's direc­
tive to "unite and remould China's old· 
fash io ned doctors and organize them to 
liquidate epidemics throughout the coun· 
tryside," set out for a town named 
Hueishechen, about 100 miles s6'u'thwest 
of Peking, where epidemics prevailed. 

This medical team left no stone 
unturned to offer its services, and before 
long had won the complete confidence of 
the people, •but the local doctors were 
both jealous and backward; 

In the town there were seven local. 
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doctors. Of these five were physicians 
who could only recite some traditional 
prescriptions, while the other two were 
"Western" doctors who had, at most, 
served as nurses or assistants in city 
pharmacies. • 

In order to gain their support, Chief 
Liu proposed to examine and treat the 
sick together with the local doctors, 
using the new scientific methods. First 
of a ll,· a discussion meeting was held in 
order to exchange experiences; but one 
old physician dozed through it, and one 
of the two "Western"' doctors muttered, 
"Western doctors know nothing but 
aspirin and quinine!" 

At that time the other "Western" 
doctor was himself ill. Liu invited the 
lqcaf. doctors to perform a common 
physical examination, but none of them 
were able to diagnose the illness. Liu 
told them it was pneumonia, and cured 
the patien t with penicillin. 

The local doctors were impressed when 
the team demonstrated the use of the 
microscope in showing them. how disease 
comes from germs. They asked Chief 
Liu to explain pneumonia ahd how to 
diagnose it in greater deta il. 
O~of the local doc tors cried out, 

" I think my wife has got pneumonia 
too! Please come to her rescue!" Liu 
stra ightway went to his home, with the 
other local doctors, and found, after a 
carefu l examination that the disease was 
indeed, none other than pneumonia. 
)"h is patient too was cured with peni­
cill in. 

· -:As penicillin is unobtainable in the 
countryside," Liu explained . "you can 
use sulfapyridine, which is as effective 
as penicillin." 

" I have a pound of sulfapyridine, but 
have never known tmw to apply it! " 
shouted Tien Jui, another of the local 
doctors. 

Two days later this same doctor had a 
chance to practice his new skill, when 
another villager · ~tracted pneumonia 
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and Tien Jui cured him with sulfapy­
ridine in the way Liu had explained. 

Witnessing the success of the new 
scientific methods t~e local doctors con­
fessed with one voice: "We should learn 
humbly from them and loyally serve the 
people in the same way as they do; 
besides, unless we learn the new ways 
nobody wi II send for us." 

Kaifeng, Honan 
November 24, 1951. 

US EMBARGO 
To the Editor: 

I. T. F. 

The Truman government not only 
wants to keep an economic embargo on 
new China but also is doing its best to 
prevent many Chinese in America who 
want to return to China from doing so. 
We in Hongkong, through which Chinese 
returning to the mainland from America 
pass, have been made aware of the 
specific American plan to prevent 
students from going back to thei1· home­
land. 

On November 5, the Hongkong 
Standard, in a story about returning 
students, stated: "Chinese students 
studying technical sciences in America 
will have difficulty in returning to Com­
munist China." 

The story revealed that seven out of 
19 students returning from America on 
board the President Cleveleand were 
taker\ off the · ship by FBI agents In 
Honolulu and ordered sent back to San 
Francisco. The seven students were sent 
back "because FBI agents believed they 
could be useful to the Communists .. . " 

Showing how far Washington has 
broken down "technici n" categories, the 
Standard reported th t the subjects the 
seven had studied wer · two in chemis­
try, · two in bio-

3 
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r.hemistry, one in chemical engineering 
and one in physics. ' 

lived as cadets at the Revolutionary 
College; how practi5a1 their studies were 
how gaily every_goe entered into game; Hongkong 
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F. C. CHOI 

NEW COLLEGE 
To the Editor: 

and amusements. But what seemed to 
move them most was the solicitud~ of 
the" comrades and superiors for them 
as individuals. 

Many of my friends had told me of 
the warm, happy and sound life they 

At that time I could hardly understand 
the gratitude t~at seemed to well up 
from the very depths of their hearts_ 
not because I dot1bted their words, but 
because I lacked experience. At that 
time . . 1 had not been fortunate enough 

rNGA~1;iM~ 
• t f For readers in China who wish 1 j to keep abreast of develop-

1

1

1 t ments in America, the National 
Guardian may be ordered f 
through the China Monthly 

1 
Review for ¥75,000 a year, 
post.age included. 

1..-~~~~-----~-~_..;~J 

r;~~ R~~IE~'S --: I ENGLISH LESSONS : 

1 
A COLLECTl~N. of 20 English f 

Lesso~s, originally appearing I 

j 
In the Chum Weekly Review I 
now published in pamphlet form'. I 
Covering a wide · variety of su b- I 
jects, the English Lessons are f 
particularly useful to those who I 

· want to learn modern idiomatic I 
Engl ish by the self-taught mrthod. ' 

Obtainable at the China 
Monthly Review, lbO Yenan t 
Road, Shanghai ( .l:. >t J! ~ ~ I 
4-;';- 0 ft 2? ~ ~ 1t ~:fl) :' 

¥2,500 per copy, including 
post.age. • Discount of 20 percent f 
for group purchases of 20 copies j 
or more. f. 

---·--------....!. 

to J01n the group and become one of 
them. But now, I have been given the 
chance. 

Bec-ause of the weakness of my physi­
CJ I uody, I began my new life with a 
serious cold and had to stay in bed 
M1 comrades not only , performed m~ 
da ily tasks for me, but marle themselves 
responsible for me while 1 was ill, while 
my superiors took the greatest trouble 
to prepare good food for me. They even 
gave up the ir own rest-times to visit me 
and make me feel at ease. 

I soon found mine was not a special 
ca~e. Eve comrade who had beeQ sick 
told me that he had received the lsame 
treatment. _ 

I asked them with curiosity what made -
them show· such great enthusiasm in all 
their w~rk,, both for the individual and 
the group. They replied: "For the 
future of our ·ch ildren, for our comrades 
for our beloved mother country and ou; 
respected leader, Chairman Mao, we 
ought to redouble our efforts. Through­
out th.e country ,the people put their . 
trust :n us . How could we not feel 
ashamed if we failed to carry out°our 
mission?" 

Their words were a great lesson to 
me, and I swore to study their attitude 
in work and in life. 

Anhwei 
SHIEH KUN-HWA 

November 25, l~l. 
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PRODUCTION MIRACLE 
WHEN the Kuomintang instituted its coastal blockade 

after being driven from the China mainland, many 
people predicted that the new China would shortly be 
~trangled econ2mically. When America followed this ac­
tion ~y placing increasing restrictions on shipments of 
US gbods to China and began pressuring other nations 
to do likewise, the prophets of disaster again could be 
heard in full cry. When the Chinese Volunteers went 
into Korea and the country began to arm against a 
threatened American invasion, even some of the optimists 
began to have doul}ts, fearing that the additional burden 
of supporting even a limited war effort would be too 
great a strain for the nation's economy. 

The KMT bloykade, while far from airtight, has 
nevertheless lasted for some two and a half years. 
America's economi c- sanctions, beginnihg in the form of 
a limited embargo and ending up as a total ban on all 
trade, have been in effect for almost as long and have 
pretty well halted trade ·with the West. The Chinese 
Volunteers have been in Korea for a bit more than a year. 
What haR happened to China's economy? Has it 
.collapsed? 

. It has not collapsed. It is not in danger of collaps­
in-g. In fact, it has grown immeasurably stronger as the 
months have rolled by and today the country gives all 
indications of being able to carry all present burdens­
and even new ones if necessary. 

There are~ of course, many reasons for this remark­
able achievement: hanest, efficient and intelligent gov­
ernment eeply devoted to-the public welfare and all the 
other reasons one usually associates with such outstand­
ing national,..y>erformances. However, one basic ·factor 
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has been t~e unprecedented production enthitsUism of 
the people m all walks of life, particularly the workers 
and peasants. 

New industrial and agricultural production records 
have been set and broken by the hundreds from one end 
of the countr;y to the other. Those foreign critics who 
take comf~r~ m .th~ canard that it is all done with slave 
labor are hvmg m Just as much of a dream world as 
th.ose architects of American Far Eastern policy who :re 
still hopefu_llr awaiting an internal economic and co~~ 
sequent pohti~al, collapse. ' 

. O:rfly free inen w~o are fully convinced that they and 
their c~untry are on the right track can produce as have 
the Chmese workers and peasants during the past two 
and a half years. 

After li?erati?n, the country's workers and farmers 
launc~ed nat10n-~1de labor emulation campaigns, the goal 
of 'Yh1ch was to increase production and thereby increase 
nat10nal weal.th so as to achieve plenty and prosperity 
for all .as qmckly as possible. When the blockade and 
~~on?1m1c embargo were imposed, the effort was increased 

ma y, when Truma sent MacArthur up •to China'~ 
~!der and ~egan. open armed provocation, the emulation 

iv~ ~as mtens1fied and transfo.rp;i.ed into a national 
pat~10tic compact movement in whi'C'h people in all walks 
of life follo'Ye~ the lead of the workers and -peasants. 

Ind~striahsts, merchants and bankers, professional 
men, ~h~te collar.workers and students, even housewives 
are s1gnmg patr10tic compacts. ' 

t .on.e of .the most striking things about this national 
pa notic m~vement is that-in contrast to the West 

. where. the httle people are told to tighten their belts 
(t~e big people loosen theirs) in the name of patriotism 
-It has. not brought a reduced standard of living nor 
resulted m the traditional "speed-up." Actually the"lnass 
~f the people are better off today than ever oefore. They 
t.ave 1mor~ ~0. eat, more to wear, more cultural and recrea~ 
10na activ1~1es and more pleasant lives in general than 

seemed possible a few short years ago. 
. While t~e patriotic compacts often cover a wide 

variety of thmgs, such as housewives figuring out ways ~ 
6 
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-and means of cutting unnecessary expenditures so as to 
make small donations to support the Volunteers in Korea, 
the campaign basically centers around raising output and 
increasing efficiency so as to accomplish three main things 
as quickly as possible: 1) Strengthen national defense 
so the gains already made and being made may be safe­
guarded from threatened foreign encroachment. 2) In­
crease national capital for investment in industry and 
agriculture so that the rate of produ~tion will continue 
to spiral upward. 3) Provide more consumer goods so 
as to maintain the already steady rise in living standards. 

It may be asked, "Well, it sounds nice, but how is 
it done?" 

It is done largely through inventions, innovations, 
new processes, more efficient use of time, energy and 
equipment. Workers have made literally thousands of 
new inventions, running all the way from entirely new 
machines or processes to small alterations in existing 
equipment. A girl textile operator, by a careful study 
and revision of her working movements so as to tend 
the machines more efficiently with less physical effort, 
has nearly revolutionized the cotton spinning industry. 

. Farmers hav~ invented ne~ plows, seeders, pumps 
and a host of agncultural eqmpment and at the same 
time have introduced scores of new farming techniques. 
One farmers' mutual-aid team has turned a "<formerly 
barren north Shansi hillside into one of the richest pieces 
of land in the country. 

Liberation has given the people a real vested inter­
est in the country. Working for themselves, the people 
work exceedingly well. Their productive powers, at long 
last unleashed, are almost beyond belief. 

· A war is being fought in Korea, but at the same time 
gigantic construction projects, such as the Huai River 
conserval)cy program on which more then 2,000,000 
people have been working, are under way. 'New factories 
are going uP, workers' homes are being built in all big 
cities b the block and by the compound. New railways 
and hig ways are being constructed. The country is 
approachi~g ·a boom stage. · 

(I 
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" The headlines in any day's paper tell the story: 
.. Annual Qutput _of Cement Works Highest in 31 fears," 

Locomotive Drivers Set New Safety Record" "Steel 
~orks Saves ¥1 Billion Through Workers' Suggestions," 

Wheat Acreage Tops Last Year by 6 Percent." 

To _those who were. acquainted with the old China_:_ 
the Chma ~f corrupt10n, nepotism and inefficiency 
Ch~lthy officials ~nd po~er.ty-stricken people-the ne~: 
.t ~na appe~rs as a totally different country. In a way . 
I is. Havmg taken over the reins of government and 
thus assumed c?ntrol of their own destiny, the Chinese • 
people are buiTdmg a , ew lif~ and a new country. 

8 . 

) COVER PICTURE 

. Yui_ Ching-yu_, a poor farmer .near Hangchow 
m Chek1ang province, received five mou of land as 
:' rea~lt '!( land re(orm. Picture shows Yui carry· 
mg h1s signboard, aignifying ownership to his new 
~~ ' 
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Sand an Diary 
Rewi Alley 

REWJ ALLEY, n New Z -:>a­
lander, h as lived in China for 
a quarter of a century, t ravel­
ing and working in a number of 
d iffe rent places . For m any years 
h e has been working with the 
Chinese Industrial Cooperative~ 

a nd was one of the founders of 
rhe Sand an B ailie School, in the 
Northwest provincr uf K:m au, 
, .- h ich was cswb lishcd tu train 
future leaders and technicians 
fo r China's industrial coopera­
ti ve inovement~ 

OCTOBER 11, 195 1-on the ro:td frrm Sandan to Lanchow: 
It is a fascinating th ing to come <lown the roa<l at intervals and 
M:C the change in people's !iv.es and the material t hings a round 
them. A better bridge, a new line of telephone poles, a clean city 
will always carry its message of hope and confidence. 

Even more exciting are the new ways of doing things, the 
r.ew anima tion , so startling after long yea rs of d~ll quiescence 
I? which one had grow n accustomed in t he count ryside. When 
one . sees a party of _70u ntry women (women who in this area be­
fore liberation were Ro ld for half the price of a work-animal) 
f ollowing a woman gove rnment worker determinedly across the 
fi eld R, one reali zes they have a definite aim, a nd they will achieve 
it. Their bound feet, a hang()ver from th e old days, now move 
cnnfidently in nPw paths. 

In Wuwei , at the inn where we ~ top ped fo r food and rest, 
the owner was havi ng a meeting. and ~ome a{·g um ents, with hi s 
workers. The former's wife, an old-t ime Shan ghai type, in­
c;gnant at the new independence of the workers, kept butting in 

• until the .owner had to rebuke her, a fter whic.h she stalked around 
hehind th e discussion . 

M "Look at her! " exclaimed a wo rker. "She won't change. 
Neither will the chang-kwci-ti (the owner). When we go out for 
a small con~nience she always has something smart to say about 
how long we tak,e. The chang-kwei-ti does some small favors for 
SClme of the workers, then, when he doesn't pay at the end o:f 
the month~e tries to get-·thei r support against the others. These 
ways belong to the old society, not to the new." 

The owner was a strong, forceful talker, but this did not avail 
him much. Every score was merciles.sly place!) on the table, for 
el'.ch and everyone to discuss. · · 
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F.rom another inn, where we waited for a heavy downpour 
of rain to pass, we watched the members of a convoy of trucks 
crowd around their blackboard newspaper, which was hung from 
the side of a leading truck, with news first of the performances 
of their group, and then those of the other groups, and announce­
ments of subjects and times for political study and discussion. 
Political study, providing the theory for practical every day action, 
was for them a daily necessity, carried out in spite of their moving 
Efe. -

• • • 
OCTOBER 16-Lanchow: Last night, as we sat in a meet-

ing, singing star.ted somewhere to the south of us. Passionate, 
determined singing, echo~ against the ancient Kao Lan hills 
and coming back to our ears. Then from some meeting place 
to the west, another great body of voices burst into song also. 
Singing is a part of today's life, like eati ng and tudying politics. 
Something rveryone does, in which the group lets off steam, 
gives voice to common aspirations. 

"Oppose America, Support Korea!" is hummed at work, sung 
at meetings, whistled in the streets. Songs on international work­
ing class solidarity, songs about Ch'lirman Mao and Stalin, are 
known to all. 

I remember in the Kuomintang days that there was one song. 
It was chanted Buddhist fashion at the start of every official 
ceremony. 

In the early day~ of. the .anti-Japan~ War, the }'OiT set up 
a brand tiew organization m Chungkm , called the "Spiritual 
~obilizatio~ Movement." The leaCl'ers of this movem~nt, which, 
it was claimed, would inspi1·e the people to fight the Japanese 
were given half of the same compound that hou~ed our cooperativ~ 
headquarters in those days. They were mostly pensioned-off . 

bureaucrats handed a soft job out of friendship or nepotism. 
They sat a1'.ound the gardens playing chess or sleeping blissfully 
with their fans over their faces, when not gathered around tables 
well-laden with food and wine. The "spiritual mobilization" seem­
~d to take place once a week, on Monday mornings, when they 
held a KMT Memorial Meeting, at which The Song was sung. 

It drifted across to our half of the compound as a kind of 
droning howl, like that of a number of ~ick and ancient dogs, 
Even our most bespectacled, most fountain-penned, badged and 
buttoned-up, gold-toothed and shiny-shoed KMT b~reaucrats woul<!_ 
smile slyly into their scented handkerchiefs, while th~ ~ffic~ boy 
would roll on the floor in laughter and blasphemous 1m1tat10n. 

It was one..___of our brighter moments, if one could enjoy its 
funny side and forget the sordidness of that time, the wholesale 
negation and waste that it represented. 

• • • 
OCTOBER 19-written at Wuwei, on the way back to Sandan: 

"Lu1cg Kou Pao by Wu Ssu Ling 
Is short of almost everything 
Bu.t bi tter winds, and want ... " 

I w1·ote these lines in 1943, on my first trip through this 
mountain village. Today we stayed there again, and while waiting 
for lunch, we walke_;!- through the main street and marvelled 

Left: The first all-hsien meeting of the 
Sandan Women's Association. 

Center: Students work on repairing a 
boiler as industrial train ing goes ahead In 
the Northwest. 

Right : New po!t~ry kiln chimney nears 
comp letion at Sandan ·Training School. 
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afresh. Dozens of new shops had opened and were well stocked With consumer goods. 

The old days boasted one restaurant only, where expensive 
meals were served to racketeering truck drivers and the "yellow 
fiEh" they battened off. (Yellow fish were unauthorized over-load 
passengers who bribed their rides.) 

Today the volume of trucks passing through has increased 
several times, but the drivers now can get "k'o fan"-a good meal 
r;t ·a fixed price-or if they want a cheape1· meal they can get a 
rich mutton broth and bread for half the price at any of the s1naller shops. 

We saw awther of the popular blackboard newspapers, on 
the main street, telling tlf the progress of the village and its new 
plans for development. Some old men we1·e busily sweeping the 
road and carrying the rubbish off down the hillside. We passed a 
new school full of singing kids. rt wa still, in man.1· ways. "Lung 
Kou Pao," one of the poorer villages, still short of housi ng and 
(Jther needs, but now it was also a place of smil<_.s anrf bustle, tha 
beginnings of prosperity, and hope. 

• 
OCTOBER 21-Back at Sand~n: It's not a very big book-

i.tore, but it is Sandan's first. It is filled with country boys from 
vilJage schools, looking at the picturei<, greedy for new knowledg-e 
of what is going on in the vorld anrf in their own vast country. 
I find that books are much the same price as in the hig cities nrl that the people are keen to buy. 

There are many books on land refo rm (of,..g-reat interest now, 
as it started in Sandan on October 1), thei·e ai·e trans ations from 
Soviet stories, telling how the Soviet neighbor, just ove1· the way 
from here, solves hi..~ problems of collective living and production. 
There are scientific charts for schools, kids' books, both for educa­
tion and entertainment, in colored pictnres. There is a great diversity of these. 

Some books tell the his tory of China , othe1·s explain in simple 
drawings and text what the domination of one country by anotJier 
means, some make clear simple technical processes, some are 
thrilling stories of the exploits of the People's Liberation Ar.my, 
stories of the childhood of new China's beloved leader;s; and there 
are many dealing with medicine, simple science, land reform, and 
all matters of interest to children. The picture books are in great 
demand, but the bookstore manager is somewhat chary of lending 
them to the avid clutches of the smaller fry in the store. 

When we first came to Sandan in the w'inter of 1944, there 
were one or two stands selling frozen pears and dried apricots. 
The shops were barred and shuttered, not having been opened for 
12 
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Two junior 
students at 
the Sandan 
Bailie 
Training 
School for 
technical 

II the s treets, people are tra~ing a!l"ain, many year.. Today, on a . I d. f ·om fa r Shanghat, busmess ,.;hops arc well s tocked .wit 1 goo s I 

b,•gins to hum. . roweled- the first time I have 
On October l. the city was c have been here. P1·ocession . . · th , s ix 1·ears we . ·11 "een 1t this way ll1 c · · · ·n street as vanous v1 age 

r.~ ' ter procession cam)>' 'C.low~e l:~.a~~aigro.und with flags of scarlet 
organiz~ti.ons mar~hed to l !low loess hill s, flying ga.ily in .the 
siik, bnlhant agamst ~he ye M d General Chu hoisted high, 
wmd, portraits of S:?a1rm~'.;. a~ol~~·cd silks boys and girls with 
llnd yanuko dancers in sw11 hmg g lhPir' lithe bodies in the faces brilliantly alive as t ey swun 

. . t r the fo lk dance. ti 
trad1t1onal mcvemen s o . . d 'little paper. triangular ag.s, 

The old people had p1 epa.1le th rs holding babies decked in 
which they caJTied aloft, grat7c mo J· their way to the mass 

. red, bearded old farmers, ather;J~h1en;rmy garri~on. the schools, 
. p:uade grou nd where we~·e gt~ and their caares ... If any mass r I ·1 and orgamza ions . . ded 

@<'a counc1 s th government we1 e nee • <lt>monstration of support for e new 
hl'1:e if was. 

• • • 
Last night I walked around visi.ti.ng OCTOBER ~6-Sandan: 1 tir dining hall the . electricity 

the various study gro1ws. 'l~vi~ "The Steel Warrior," to the 
section w showmg a. new i. ' f the older cadres, a woman 
lucal people. In the hbrary,h o~1e o her ankles in KMT ' prisons 
who had know1<. the bite of c at~~ ~1~ughter off to join the PLA, 
and who had se~t her. l.B-year 0 the ~rimary section kids. was leading a d1scuss1on among · 
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I sat in the mining section for a while and listened to a 
spirited discussion on "equality." Some thought an engineer should 
tend his own fire and sweep his floor. Others said that what we 
wanted from the engineer was results in industry, not in house­keeping. 

Then to the Business Department study group, and a talk on· 
the !unctions of "criticism and self-criticism." There was a gen­
eral outcry against "unprincipled criticism"-the kind of destruc. 
tive criticism aimed at inaking someone else uncomfortable. The · 
object of criticism, all agreed, should be to get better results, to 
improve work, to make both the person and the organization stronger. - , • 

In the transporf yard, under a blaze ~f lights, all our old 
trucks are being put together. (Some have lain on the ground, 
d~void of wheels, sans eve~hi.n?", almost, since before the libera­
tion.) Sam Yen, the ne.w'techmc1an from Chungking, stood amazed 
~t the ability of country lads to grasp technical processes and 
epply them in fast and accurate work. • 

On the wall newspaper in the middle of the yard was recorded 
~ progress of the different groups of the Transp.ort Section. In 

· Rewi Alley and a group of Sandan students' hold an impromptu world 
affairs discussion around a globe borrowed from a classroom. 
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the Production Office one could hear voices discussing the best way 
to meet the new situation. After 10 i{l the evening, we sat 
around my fire, and talked of the way the tractor boys .had been 
a~le to push the new headframes square over the mme shaft 
with the help of the diesel tractor sent from Shanghai. 

• • • 
OCTOBER 29: A bright, clear, late autumn day, with a 

bite in the air. I went outside the city to the pottery section 
where the lads were working on building their new chimney. 
It is interesting to see the relation between theory and practice, 
between hsueh hsi (studying and learning) and the fresh, push· 
ilig creative energy which plans with enthusiasm after taking a 
realistic view of the objective situation, but also carries each detail 
of the work through to the end. 

The pottery group is · noted for its study record. Today the 
place teemed with life. There were lads getting up and down 
the scaffolding, bricks and mortar being hauled up on pulleys, 
bricks unloaded, a new kiln for lime being erected-all going with 
the swing of a well-trained team at a prize football match. 

It is truly exciJ;.ing to see these passionate, impatient, im­
pul ive people sudaenly converted to an organized whole, col­
iLctively working"toward i111'inediate better livelihood. It is good 
to be part of such a mass movement for betterment. 

• • • 
OCTOBER 30: Early this morning I saw 11 picture which seem­

Hl to express the new spirit well. Standing on a' hillock with the 
sun behind him, arm upraised and shouting across the valley, 
'1 as a 14-year old, in the Peter Pan smock children in this area 
wear, a one-piece garment that leaves the legs gloriously free. 
His liead was thrown back and his face. lit up lby the sun. His 
stu1·dy legs were firmly planted •on his own good earth and the 
wind lifted his blue homespun smock and carried it forward as 
it 'caressed the brown beauty of his body, as if to urge and en­
ccurage ' him onward to take hold of what was his and make it 
iato the thing it was meant to .be. 

The picture lives· in one's memory, along with all the other 
lovely things one has seen in humans and in nature in the half 
century of one's life, and the quarter century lived in this land 
or the new ~ree. . 
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. Above: A Tibetan writmg slogan in 
Tibetan languag~ welcoming arrival of People's Liberation Army. 
reads: "Long live the great unity of the peoples of China." 

Return of Tibet 
. !1ft~r r~any decades of semi-separation, resulting from 

Brt~tsh intrigues artd 'penetration, . Tibet has again becom
1 

an integral part o_f Chi~a. 1;ibet'r ~eturn was formalize 
on May 2J, I9JI in Peking with th 1 ning of the Agreemen 
on Measures for Peaceful Liberation of Tibet. 

Below: of Shigatse, capital of 
This 

Tibetans and" People's Libera tion Army men talking 
round the boiling tea pot. Photo was taken during PLA's march 

nto Tibet from Sikang . 
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Land Reform in Shanghai Suburbs 

Kiang Wen-han 

DR. KIANG WEN-HAN 
is associate general secretary 
of the National Committee 
of the Chinese YMCA. A 
graduate 0£. the University 
of Nanking, Dr. Kialjl~ receiv-

EARLY in June, the 
Shanghai People's Con-

sultative Council invited 
about 200 people from the 
different political parties and 
people's organizations to take 
part in land reform in the 
Shanghai suburbs. Among these, 
11 came from Christian rgani­
zations. I had the privilege of 
being one. 

We met for three successive 
days to acquaint ourselves with 
the Land Reform Laws and to 
prepare for all the problems 
that might arise. We were 
divided into 15 small groups. 
My own group was composed of 
one from the Democratic League, 
one from the Kuomi11tang Re­
•olutionary Committee, one from 
the Farmers' and Workers' 
Democratic Party, - one journ­
alist, three Mohammedans, two 
from the People's Institute of 
Att and Drama, and myself, a 
Christian. 

My group was assigned to 
work in a district called Hsiao 
Miao Hsiang. We were again 
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ed his M. A. degree .from 
the University of Pennsylvania 
and his Ph. D. from 
Columbia University. He has 
been in YMCA work since 
1930. 

divided into small units and 
three of us joined the Team of 
Cadres at Ming Chu Dien, 
which supervised the work of 
three big villages. Besides the 
three of us from Shanghai, there 
were three staff officers and 13 
young men and women recruited 
from the local district. We all 
lived together and called each 
ot er "comrade." The head of 
tl:e istrict served as the leader 
of our team. He is not quite 30 
years old and his able leadership 
aroused my great admiration. 

In the mornings we usuallr 
spent a couple of hours in 
hsueh hsi (studying and learn· 
ing) and then proceeded u 
plan the day's work. Since 
those of us from Shanghai had 
a better educational background, 
we were asked to le1gl in tht 
morning stud1~, which cover· 
ed a variety of subJects such 81 
the meaning of patriotism. 
peace negotiations in Korea, and 
the history of the Chinese Com· 
munist Party in connection with 
the celebration pf its thirtieth. 
anniversary. 
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I was assigned to look after 
vo lu (sub-villages) covering 

total of 35 families. In the 
urse of_ my three months in 
e countryside, I made numer­

us vi sits to these families and 
ot to know_, everything about 
]most everyone in each family. 
n the daytime, the peasantR 
ere out in the field s and we 
sually went into the fields in 
he afternoons to visit them or 
o discuss with them the 
est ways of planting cotton 
nd rice. 
Land r eform has to be co­

rdinated with the peasants' 
roductive activities. Our team 
pent a lot of time in discussing 
he ways and means of helping 
he peasants ~ their produc­
ion. Most of the mass meet­

ings were in the evenings so a s 
not to interfere with the peas-

nts' ·productive worV. 

ive Stages 
Land reform is usually con­

ducted in five stages. The first 
stage is for publicity and educa­
tion. Since it is a mass .move­
ment, the peasants must first 
be politically awakened to carry 
out reform themselves. After 
fnou Rands of years 
of feudal exploita­
tion, "some of the 
peasants do not 
1•ealize that - the 
landlords are fed 
by their labor and 
many of~ be­
lieve _ that their 
suffering is · &lie to 
fate. Before libera-

Jan~ary i952 

tion, the peasants also had no 
way to stand up for their rights 
when the landlords were still 
"on top of their heads." 

When we first went to Hsiao 
Miao Hsiang, land reform was 
still in the first stage. The cen­
tral task of the team was the 
ffilppression of counter-revolu­
tionaries. After the arrest of 
11 bad elements in our village, 
the peasants felt much freer to 
express themselves and came 
more enthusiastically to mass 
meetings. 

Besides the work in connec­
tion with the S'Uppression of 
counter-revolutionaries, we went 
into the villages to help the 
peasants to work out their 
"Common Patriotic Pledges,'' 
which have become a common 
way of linking one's own voca­
tio1 • with the Resist American 
Aggression and Aid Korea 
Movement. Among the farmers, 
such patriotic compacts usually 
include pledges to strive for an 
increase of production through 
the killing of insects and better 
spacing in cotton planting, sup­
port of the · Chinese Peoples' 
Volunteer Army in Korea and 
pledges of support to Chairman 

Mao and the peo-
ple's government. 

We soon realized 
that , both the sup­
pression of counter- · 
revolutionaries and 
the working out of 
"Common Patriotic 
Pledges" helped in 
the political awak­
enin&' of the masses. 

19 



In land refol'm we follow the 
policy of placing ow· reliance 
on the poor peasants and farm 
laborers, while uniting with the 
middle peasants, and neutraliz­
ing the rich peasants, in order 
to eliminate the feudal landlord 
class. The poo1· peasants and 
the farm laborers form the vast 
maiorityof the rural popula­
tion and they are the people 
who have suffered the most un­
der the system. of feudal ex-
ploitation. f, 

The poor peasants and farm 
laborers should unite with the 
middle peasants because the lat­
ter also belong to the exploited 
group, although better-off. The 
rich peasants should be protect­
ed economically but neutralized 
politically in order to isolate 
them from the landlords. The 
landlords should be eliminated 
as a class but they, excep the 
unlawful ones, are given a por­
tion of land in order to reform 
themselves through labor. 

The second stage is for the 
jifferent Tu-
tion of cla~s ' 
status. In 
genera 1, 'If 
there are 
the land-

* 
The mass 
meeting at 
Hsiao Miao 
Hsiang when 
confiscation 
and ~quisition 
of land took 
place. 

l:ords, the rich peasants, 
middle peasants, the poor Pell 
ants and the farm labore11 
Actually, the. classification i 
more complex than this. h 
Shanghai's suburbs, the "su) 
landlords" are more hated tb11 
the real landlords. The latte 
usually live in the city all( 
hardly know their tenants or 
where their land is located 
They often pass their title-deeds 
around as commodities. It i 
called "kicking the foothall." 

Taking advantage of thil 
situation, there arose a class of 
"sub-landlords" who do not owi 
much land but act on behalf of 
the landowners to exploit till 
peasants. The largest group of 
landlords is composed of india 
trialists and merchants who owi 
some farmland in the suburb& 
These people do not depend OI 

the land for their living. Then 
there are the "small land le!­
sors" made up of office wort: 
ers , teachers. doctors, engineen 
and professional laborers wlx 

.. • J 

wn a little land in the suburbs 
ut had to rent it out. 

In Hsiao Miao Hsiang, we 
ifferentiated 12 different 

lasses. We found fqur Iand­
rds, four sub-Iandfa.i·ds, 137 
clustrialist and merchant Iancl ­

wners and 61 wealthier "small 
and lessors." 

The vocation of the people in 
he suburbs is greatly diversi ­
ed. There are not many pure 
arm<'rs. The closer to the city, 
he greater is the number . of 
ho e who work in the factones. 

l hen there are ricksha pullers, 
cddlers, and small tradesmen . 
Of the three villages at Ming 
hu Dien, the one where I work­

d is farthest from the city and 
as :JOO workers and 262 farm­
rs out of a population of 1,310. 

It is quite common to find farm­
er~ with their wives working 
In the factories or wiveiywork­
ing in the fielcl s with their hu s­
hands engaged a . wage-laoor-
rs: 
The poor peasants li ve in huts 

:..._\. 
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and their possessions are made 
up of hardly ·anything beyond 
a wooden bed and a few kit­
chen utensils. 

Although there are not many 
landlords in the suburbs and 
their landholding averages 
abcut 30 111011, the feudal in­
fluenc<' is great and it is made 
cruel hy its alliance with im­
periali sm and bureaucratic 
capital. For instance, the "sub­
Iancllords" invariably had the 
protection of the reactiona~y 
Kuomintang .ancl wreaked their 
greatest havoc in the days of 
the Japanese occupation. 

Class Status ~ 
After the peasants fully 

understood the differentiation 
of the class status, tbJ!y 
were faithful and depend­
able in carrying out the 
policies of land reform. They 
would not misjudge anybody and 
when they were in doubt, they 
spent hours and sometimes clays 
in discussing the matter. . 

The main 
purpose 
of accurate­
ly deter­
mining the 
class status 

* • 
Peasants 
marching from 
village to 
village carrying 
flags, drums 
and shooting 
off firecrackers. 
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was to differentiate . enemies 
from friends. A . mass meeting 
was held to pass final judgment. 

The landlords 
anp all types 

l of landowners 
were asked to 
participate in 

- . this meeting 
an~ give their own estimate ·of 
then· class status. This gave the 
oppresse~ peasants a chance to 
v01ce their complaints and pour 
out their bitterness agaf1:1st the 
landlords. This is called"struggle 
through reasoning ,, as no . 1 . ' VIO-
ence is permitted. The peasants 

naturally become ·emotionally 
aroused by the trickiness of 
some. of the landlords at such 
~eetings but their good behavior 
is demonstrated throughout. 

When Ming Chu Dien held 
:'uch a meeting, two men of the 
mdustrialist and me?-ehant 
Ja~~o:-vner class were sharply 
cnt1c1zed by the peasants from 
the floor. Chang Kuo-Jiang a 
l~cal rascal, refused to'-1!.cc~pt 
his class status and insisted 
that he did not get his land by 
exploitat~on. The peasants ac­
cused him of extortion and 
cruelty 'before liberation T s h' . . sou 

ze-c 1• a rich cotton merchant 
shut his door on the. tenant wh~ 
~ailed on him at his home and 
ignored the district government" 
when the latter tele­
phoned him to make 
some inquiries. 

On the other hand 
when one indu'strial~ 
ist classified him­
self as concurrently 
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a . landlord, the peasants reiu 
his classification because 
land did not exceed the landlo 
average of 30 ~u. 

Th~ third stage is for cot 
fiscation and requisition c 
fisc t' 1· · 0~ a . 10~ app ies to the landlord 
and it includes five items: land 
draught animals, farm impl1 
ments, surplus grain and sur 
plus houses. Actually in th 
S~ang~ai suburbs, land is tht 
chief item of confiscation sina 
t~~ landlords usually Jive in tht 
cities. In H siao Miao Hsiang 
land was confiscated from 1. 
landlord~, sub-landlords all( 
other landlords who wei'.e co~ 
currently industrialists or nier. 
chants. This brought in abou· 
12!) mou of land and very littlt 
?f the other items. The othe1 
maustrialists, merchants am 
wealthier "small land l ~ssors' 
were . not regarded as politica: 
enemies and their land was sim 
ply requisitioned. S'ince theil 
nu.m.b~r is greater t he land re­
qu1s1tioned in Hsiao Miao Hsian1 
amoupted to about 1,936 mou. 

The different types of Janel 
owners were dealt with in threi 
ways. First, a mass meetin1 
w?s called. for the whole di~ 
tnct of Hsiao Miao Hsiang. Al 
of the landlords were called le 
the meeting to hand in their .. 

title-deeds. §ilch 1 
meeting is nol 
smooth going as i· 
usually involved 1 

further struggk 
against the unlaw· 
ful landlords. F01 
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San-long, a the difficult task during the 
Hsiao Miao fourth stage. 

Hsiang, had fled to Hongkong, 
and his wife hid the title-deeds 
under the bushes a nd destroyed 
some of their best furniture. 
Such incidents show clearly that 
the landlords will never volun­
tarily give up their possessions, 
and that land reform cannot be 
carried out without a struggle. 

Then, Ming Chu Dien held its 
own meeti ng for requisitioning 
the land from the industrialists 
and merchants. The atmosphere 
at this meeting w'as one of 
cordiality. 

Finally, a series of interviews 
was arranged for fhe wealthier 
·'small land lessors" in order 
to persuade them to turn over 
their land to the peasants for 
production. 

The fourth stage is for the 
distribution of land . U)llike in 
the ordinary rural distficts, the 
land confiscated' lifttl requisition­
ed in the suburbs is nationaliz­
ed. Such a policy provides for 
expansion of the city and the 
future development of industry 
s nd commerce. The peasants. who 
receive the nationalized land 
have the right to i..se the land 
without paying any rent to the 
go'l'ernment but h"ey cannot sell 

In the Shang- . 
hai suburbs, t he&'­
farmland is not 
suffi cient for its . . 
crowded popula-
tion and equal distribution is 
. hus out of the question. Hsiao 
Miao Hsiang has a population 
of ove1· 10,000 but its farm land 
amounts to only 4,000 1nou. The 
policy is therefore not to dis­
tribute any land to the workers 
but only to the tillers and their 
dependents. 

We had ~o deal with the 
"thought conditions" of the dif­
ferent groups of people. With 
t he working men, we helped 
t hem to realize that since they 
are the leading class of the 
people's democracy, they as 
"big brothers" should not com­
pete with the peasants over the 
distribution of land. With the 
wives of the working men, who 
generally desire to have a small 
piece of la nd for growing 
vegetables, we would persuade 
them -to see that land should be 
used for production to help in 
the development of industry. 

The most difficult group to 
convince were the unemployed 

or lease it. \'-
It is to be remem- ~ 

b.ered that the land · 
confiscated or '!'e-~- ' 

. quisitioned is in the · " • ' - L l 

hands of t he. origin- , _ J · l ·~~~{{.(.:,~"" 

workers. They were 
led to see that un­
employment is only 
a temporary pheno­
menon caused by 

al tenants. H.Qw to "'- ' 
get the land reais- · ' ' 
tributed equitli~ is 
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Kuomintang reac-
tionary rule and 
that New Demo­
cracy has a veat 
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future for industry and com­
merce. 

With the midd!P. peasants who 
hold more nationalized land than 
their sh"are, we tried to show 
that nationalized land is not the 
same as their own land and that 
the whole purpo"e of land re­
form is to take ca re of the land­
poor and the landless peasants. 
Then, with the poor peasants 
and farm laborers, we urged 
them to deal with th! , middle 
peasants with consideration and 
to understand that to receive 
even a small piece of land is 
liberation. 

The actual process of distribu­
tion of the nationalized land 
was done by the peasants them­
selves. Those who were entitled 
to get land stated their own 

Peasants putting up signboards on 
their newly acquired land. 
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needs on _the basis of their labor­
power. Then their fellow peas­
ants judged the fairness of their 
assessment. If the assessment 
WJlS not justified, they lowered 
the allotment. But if the assess­
ment was too modest, they in· 
creased the allotment. Those 
who were supposed to give away 
some of the nationalized land in 
their possession also stated the 
amount they were· prepared to 
give up. Their fellow peasants 
then decided whether the amount 
~tated was reasonable. 

Land confiscated and requ1s1-
tioned, however, was not of the 
same quality, size or location 
How to match each piece to each 
peasant was not an . easy task. 
The officers of the Peasants' 
Association worked · one whole 
night to ~ the matching and 
used their best and most un­
selfish judgment. 

Si e the distribution of land 
is a matter to be decided upon 
within the«a_nks of the peasants, 
everything is done by this 
method of self-assessment and 
democratic consultation. After 
the distribution - was com­
pleted , the peasants chose a day 
to put in markers to show which 
pieces of nationalized land were 
allotted to them. 

Chu Hsiao-kao, a landlesf 
peasant, told me that aay how 
he had previously lived from 
hand to mouth on practically 
nothing and now 3.5 nwu of 
land hap been allotted to him. 
He was full of thanks to Chair­
man Mao, the Chinese Com-
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munist Party and the govern­
ment and expressed his grati­
tude with tears in his eyes. Be­
fore liberation, it was not easy 
for poor people to get land even 
if they had the money as land 
was urlder the control of 
feudalistic influences. Now he 
got it all free. 

Chen Lin-sun, a Taoist practi­
tioner, was also allotted 1.5 mou 
of land because his fellow peas­
ants said that there is no 
future for such a "superstitious" 
profession. Chang Ah-sze, an 
old bachelor who had had to 
get a long with one-eighth of a 
mou was now allotted 2.5 mou 
of nationalized land. He ~as all 
smiles that day. 

The fifth stage was for in­
spection and winding-up. In the 
old liberated areas, such as in 
certain parts of Shantung pro­
vince, a number of left-over 

. / 
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problems came up two or three 
years after land reform was 
completed. It is theN!fore better 
to provide a- period of inspec­
tion right after the distribution 
of land . 

Land reform cannot be re­
garded as concluded without 
having fulfilled the following 
three conditions: 1) the peas­
ants are fully awakened politi­
cally, 2) the feudalistic in­
flu ences are thoroughly elimin­
ated, 3) all the left-over prob­
lems are ~]eared up. Thus, each 
district must spend a period of 
time tc re-examine conditions in 
the different villages. 

If the landlords are still 
rampant, they should be further 
dealt with. If mistakes are 
found in the determining of 
class status, they should be 
duly corrected. If any in­
justices· are discovered in the 

distribution of land, 
they should be 
quickly removed. 

After all the left­
over problems are 
solved, then a mass 
meeting is called to 
1:elebrate the con­
clusion of land re­
form. At this meet­
ing, the old title­
deeds are burned in 
public and new title­
deecjs are issued. 

* Farmers assembled with 
their new signboards pre­
paratory to marching Into 
fields. · 
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From then on, the peasants are 
to wcrk out their plans to in­
crease production and to enter 

into a period <Yf poli-

participate in group discus. 
sions. The formerly despised 
pea ·ants are thus trained to run 
their own affairs. 

• • • 
AFTER having spent three lc tical reform. Village 

administration will 
be abolished as the 
districts will be re­
duced in size. Form­

erfy, each dijltrict averaged 
about 5,ooo tO"!i,ooo people, but 
the new district will be composed 
of 3,000 to 4,0Q.0- in an area of 
not more than two lt , (two­
thirds of a mile). Eighty to 
100 delegates may be elected 
directly to a disti-ict people's 
conference. Thi s brings the 
government closer to the people. 

months in the countryside, I 
have become convinced that a 
political "turn-over" is essential 
to the betterment of the con­
ditions of the peasants. All the 
sufferings of the peasants can 
be traced to the irrationality and 
the injustice of the feudalistic 
land system. As long as a few 
landlords lived on the sweat and 
blood of the ppor peasants, any 
talk of agrarian refo1·m is use­
less. The situation is made 
worse when these landlords are 
backed by a reactionary regime 
with imperialistic support. 

It is difficult to say how much 
time is required for each stage 
in land reform as the conditions 
in each district vary. In Hsiao 
Miao Hsiang, the first stage of 
publicity and education 'took 
more than two months, the 
second stage of determining the 
class status nearly a month, the 
third stage of confiscation and 
requisition approximately two 
weeks, the fourth stage of dis­
tribution of land nearly a month, 
and the fifth stage of inspec­
tion and winding-up a month 
and a half. 

The startling achievements of 
the land reform movement make 
our past efforts at "rural ser­
vice" a "oke. We used to think 
that the causes of J?eas~ suf-
fering were "poverty," "illiter­
acy," '.'physical weakness" and 
"selfishness." We overlooked 
the fact that these are only 
syroptoms of a 
system sup­
ported by im­
per i a l!i s m, 
feudalism and 

From one stage to another, 
a Peasants' Representative Con­
ference to examine the work of 
the previous stage and to plan 
the work of the next stage was 
held. Such conferences are an 
important occasipn for political 
education to the .peasants. Be­
sides hearing reports, they 
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• b u r e a uc1·atic 
capitalism. Un­
less this system 
is fundamentally changed, no 
land reform can really be car-
r;ed out. 

The Christians were once very 
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enthusia tic in promoting liter­
acy campaigns in the coun­
tryside as we thought that the 
peasants are poor because they 
are illiterate. But this reason­
ing is now positively proved 
wrong in the present land re­
form movement. The peasants 
are illiterate because tney are 
poor, and they are poor because 
they were cruelly exploited by 
the landlords. 

the people because it is a party 
that links itself with the broad 
masses of' the exploited. Land 
reform is not done by fiat, but 
through the awakening of the 
people. Unless the peasants are 
ready to carry out the reform 
themselves, such reform will not 
last. Thus, the peasants know 
why the present government is 
a gove11hment of the people. 

After the land 
is redis tributed, 
there is a great 
demand for 
education and 
more schools in 
the country di s­
tricts. Further­
more, literacy is 
no criterion for 
leadership. 

I have also come to under­
s tand the ba ic djif erence be­
tween '"seryin the people" and 
"serving society as a wli " 
The term "people" excludes the 
political enemfes whereas the 
term "society" makes no distinc­
t ion between the enemies and 
the friends. When we talked of 
"social service," we meant to 
serve all blindly. Thus, when 
we Ch~istians _ started a rural 
se1·vice station in the country­
side, we took care to cultivate 
the landlo1:ds and the latter also 
took care to assist our wot'k as 
it helped to eas~ tension between 
them and the exploited peas-
ants. ... 

The Chinese Communist P.arty 
has ·won tlie'Qwide support of 
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To eliminate 
exploitation in 
society involves 
a struggle. Thus, 
Liu Shao - chi, 
Vice-chairman of 
t h e . Central 
People's G o v­
ernment, says 
that land reform 
is a series · of 

systematic and fierce struggles. 
History shows that the exploit­
ers will never willingly give up 
their possessions. The peasants 
must fight them. In this strug­
gle, the landlords often use 
un scrupulous means to confuse 
the peasants through bribery, 
cajolery, and threats. We Chris­
tians can learn a great lesson 
in · this struggle. 

In a .society where there 
are exploiters and oppres­
sors, the Christian duty is to 
fight them in or<;ler that love for 
the people can be genuine and 
sincere. 

· Through personal participa­
tion in the land reform move­
ment, I have come . to unde1-:St1md 
the true meaning of th'e leader­
ship of Chairman Mao Tse-tung 
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and the Chinese Communist 
Party. They are entitled to hold 
the leadership because they re­
present the most progressive 
class of the people, namely the 
working class. 

Peasants Conservative 

revolution to ultimate victory. 
It also explains the failures of 
all the agrarian revolts in Chin­
ese history. 

We intellectuals of the 
petit-bourgeois class also can­
not take t he lead in revoJu. 
t:ion, as we stand in between the 

In the country district, I found exploiters and the exploited. We 
that the peasants were conserva• hav~ a desire to become exploit· 
tive and individualistic. Their ers and yet to a certain extent, 
conservatism and individualism we are also exploited in a class 
was ultimately due to the atomis- society. This makes us waver 
tic nature of their prod <;.tion. in the fight against the exploit­
They carried on their livelihood ers. Our wavering can only be 
without too much dependence on eliminated when we ally our­
other peasants. Consequently, selves with the exploited. 
they were concerned with their The united front under the 
own problems and welfare. They New Democracy is exhibited in 
are ready to fight the landlords the land reform movement. All 
but they can easily be satisfied the democratic parties and in­
once some land is given to them. dividuals are welcomed to parti-

Their conservatism is shown cipate in the teams of cadres. 
in cotton planting. According The fact that a number of 
to experiences elsewhere, seed~ Christians and Mohammedans 
should be widely spaced. But took part in such teams in 
hours were spent to persuade Shangh "'s suburbs is another 
them to leave sufficient space. evidence !:hat the united front 
They would make use of the does not exclude peeple of re­
space for beans and melons. ligious affiliations. 
Since spray-machines to kill in- • 
sects were too expensive for each Religion Respected · 
family to possess, the plan was I sensed no discrimination 
for cooperative buying. It took myself and heard no disrespect­
many, many meetings to con- ful remarks about religion. 
vince the peasants of the advent- The authorities made sure that 
age of this scheme. · the Christians could go to the 

On the other hand, the aities for church services on 
working class, by the na- Sundays and that the Moham­
ture of its having to worJs- medans were served with 
together in modern factories, orthodox food. I heard that 
can more easily appreciate the some Mohammedans were un­
need of organization. intentionally' assigned to work 

We can see that the peasants in a village' called Chu Hong 
by themselves cannot lead the (Pig Market). The authorities 
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quickly realized tfleir mistake 
and immediately reassigned the 
Mohammedans to another vill­
age. At this new place, the 
other comrades refrained from 
eating pork for a couple 
of months. 

No Hasty Decision 
All the land reform cadres 

were trained to act with cau­
tion and avoid making hasty 
judgment. If there is anything 
in doubt, it is discussed in many 
meetings, and, if necessary, 
finally referred to higher author­
ities for approval. Then the 
people often submit their opin­
ions and criticisms directly to 
the authorities and these are 
usually taken into serious con­
sideration. The teams also hold 
frequent meetings of "criticism 
and self-criticism" to expose and 
correct mistakes / among the 
cadres. 

We were also trained to put 
the ~terests of the people up­
permost in our hearts. I shall 

• "'Cll 
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never forget our experience dur­
ing the typhoon in the latter 
part • of August. Most of the 
fields were ftooded and a num­
ber of the huts were blown 
down. For two or three nights, 
all our comrades were on duty 
and did not go to bed. We went 
out to help the peasants to move 
into safer quarters despite the 
terrific rainstorm. The country 
police did the same. It made 
me think of how in former days 
the KMT officials would have 
kept themselves behind closed 
doors and played mahjong. A 
government respon-sfble to the 
people can be truly called a 
people's government. 

I have come back with the 
conviction that land reform is 
just and necessary and that 
participation in land reform is 
a real education, and is of 
special value for intellectuals 
as it enables them to get rid 
of .many erroneous concepts .and 
gives them an entirely new per­
spective on this fundamental 
development in new China. 
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Letter from Foochow 
Ho Tun-sun 

pooCHOW has changed a WITH liberation , clean fresh 
great deal since the days of . bre<'zes began to blow away 

Kuomintang rule, but the peo­
ple still remember the inflation, 
hunger and crime _which ended 
with the liberation of f this 
coastal city on August 17, 1949. 

Defore liberation, the people 
of Foochow lived through dark 
days, as in most other cities of 
KMT China. They suffered 
from the man-made sca rcity of 
rice and sky-high inflation . The 
favored few hoarded commo<li­
ties ancl grew rich, while indus­
try and trade stagnated. _ '-

The "Garden City" belied its 
name. The KMT had ~me 
to keep the streets in repair; 
they were rocky and filled with 
stink ing r efu se, where insects 
bred and carried disease 
throughout the city. 

Large numb<'rs of rnscals in 
snappy Western clothes, KMT 
troops and special agents took 
what they wanted without pay, 
rode free on the street cars, 
jammed the th eaters without 
buying tickets. Pedestrians had 
to be 011 their guard against 
the loafers' purse - snatching 
tricks, especially at nigh t, when 
the street lights gave on ly a 
feeble glow. 
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the rotten air of old Foochow. 
People of all ages and groups 
joined the "study and learn" 
movement in a vast wave, to 
find out the meaning of Ma rx­
Leninism. 

During the summer vacation, 
600 micldlc school teachers were 
recruited for a month-long con­
centrated study period. The 
government appropriated funds 
for the course, which was held 
in the handsome m1ss10nary 
school buildings in the southern 
part of the city. 

Public Works 
During he past two years, 

t he government has led a vigor­
ous attack on the filthy, rutted 
streets, ihe di la pidated bridges, 
the unkempt parks. Resurfac­
ing of streets totaled 142,511 
square meters, for which 300,-
000 people were mobilized to 
work, and in addition to the 261 
tons of rice it cost, 150 tons 
were spent to purchase houses 
to permit widening of the 
streets. The people grea-tly aJ. 
preciated this work, pointing 
out that while the KMT had 
kept up only main roads for 
the convenience of officials with 
cars, now the narrow streets 
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and lanes were repaired for the 
convenience of the people. 

Four small bridges were built 
outside Well-Tower Gate, and 
in the southern suburbs three 
main bridges were built to im­
prove Foochow'~communicalions 
with neighboring areas. Two 
canals totaling 2,610 feet in 
length, stagnant and breeding 
flies and ge rms for 30 years, 
were dPcpened and cleaned out, 
much to the joy of those living 
a long their banks. 

During the spri ng vacation, a 
clean-up campaign was launch­
ed, which 300,000 people joined. 
In the first three days, 740 tons 
of ga rbage were carted away; 
and by the encl of the campaign, 
20,000 tons of debris had been 
cleaned out. Five hundred cof­
fin s that had Jain in the suburbs 
for decades were buried . 

More than a thous;ltTicl trees 
lin ing the i;trec.t.i.., have been 
cared for, and 'tfre- Bureau of 
Reconstrnclion is growi!i_g 
30,000 saplings to make The 
streets more attractive. West 
Lake Park is being nursed back 
to life and health ; 150 tons of 
muck were cleaned out of the 
fake, which inigates 1,000 
acres of nearby Jund. 

f he knee-high grass in the 
~ park has ·become smooth lawn, 

the summer .houses have been 
1'econstructed, a enues paved, 
and flowers grow everywhere. 
After dark, c9lored lights-gleam 
among the foliage. And now, 
th is new park i'S for all the 
people;· it is ll1lll longer a ren-
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dezvous restricted to the offi­
cials and their elegant ladies. 

With dramatic speed, the 
police force ' has become as 
responsible to the people as it 
was corrupt and irresponsible 
under the KMT. It has kept 
close watch over the activities 
of th e counter-revolutionaries 
and has safeguarded the pub­
lic's Jives and property. Foo­
chow has become unprecedcntly 
peaceful. 

Old and New 
Considering the dishonesty of 

the polite in KMT days, the 
change is amazing. Then, the 
police were steeped in reaction­
ary thoughts and used to prey 
upon the people, Jiving by ex­
tortion. In one station alone, 
18 of the 20 policemen lived on 
)?raft by protecting gamblers 
and pickpockets. Like t he KMT 
troops, they frequented brothels, 
and went to theaters and ibaths 
without paying. 

·Naturally, the thoughts and 
actions of the policemen did 
not change in a day after 
liberation. Many stubborn ones, 
addicted to the old ways, tried 
to hinder reform, 

When the- new police system 
was organized, all the police­
men went through a well-plan­
ned course of study a'l1d drew 
up pacts to change their way 
of. living and give faithful ser­
vice. 

There are numerous exam­
ples of t he new attitude. One 
refused a bribe offered hi111 
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during the census check; an­
other, though ill, stayed at his 
post until he fainted; and still 
another returned to duty before 
he had fully recovered from 
typhoid. 

Health Construction 
The Bureau of Public Health 

has led widespread campaigns 
against contagio!M!! diseases, the 
biggest of -which was that 
against smallpox. r!ast year, 
336,662 people were vaccinated, 
and 400,000 this year-the first 
campaign of its size in Foo­
chow. To fight bubonic plague, 
80 teams were formed of 200 
medical workers, who inoculat­
ed hundreds of thousands; 
nearly 131,000 rats were kill­
ed. Not one 

Other measures have bee. 
taken to promote hygiene all4 
health among the worken, 
peasants and soldiers. Many 
factories have organized com. 
mittees of sanitation and con. 
eluded health pacts to ensure 
the physical well-being of their 
workers. More hospitals, clinics 
and medical workers have meant 
a great decrease in the death 
rate. 

Three rural health stations 
have been set up in Foochow's 
suburbs, and the city medical 
workers were organized to con. 
duct a health and hygiene cam­
paign among the farmers. AB 
a result, many ]>easants were 
convinced of the foolishness of 
their belief that evil spirits, 

ather than bacteria, cause 
isease, and they are beginning 
o turn to medicine for cures 
nd to abandon superstitious 
ractices. A start has been 
ade to provide modern mid­
ifery service, and to set up 

ural nurseries. 
To serve the soldiers, four 

hospitals cooperated to form a 
medical team, a · blood transfu­
ion t.cam and a team for sur­
ery. These teams visit the 
arious i.,·my units stationed in 
oochow, a striking example of 

he cooperation between sol­
diers and the people. 

Foochow University 

case of pla- 1~~------;~~~:;;:~-~----~ gue was re- ;,: 
ported. '1 

For decades, Fukien Christ­
ian Uni ersity and Hwa Nan 
Women's College were strong­
holds for the dissemination of 
imperialistic educ~ion. In 
Apl·il, these tw schools were 
combined to form Foochow Uni­
vt!Psity and a clean break was 
made with the servile education 
of the past. 

E 'd . f ~.·f,' p1 em1cs o 
measles, diph- ii 
theria and 
dysentery 
have been 
prevented, 
and cholera 
was control­
led by inocu­
lating 400,-
000 people, 
steri I i z i n g 
drinking wa­
ter and kill-
ing 
toes 
DDT. 
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mosqui­
w ith 

Under the guidance of the 
allege committee, much pro­

gress has been made toward 
eliminating the imperialists' in­
f\pence, raising -the standing of 
the college, improving the 
eaching" and administration in 
ccordance -with the educational 

·policy of New J)emocracy, and 

I 
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drawing up patriotic compacts 
to clarify attitudes arid develop 
teaching initiative. 

Students work according to a 
weekly schedule that sets apart 
48-50 hours for study, 64 hours 
for sleep, nine hours for a mid­
day nap, six hours for cultural 
and recreational activities (in­
cluding sports), and three h:>urs 
for laundry. The time spent on 
meetings has been greatly cur-
tailed. ' 

The students have rejected 
the former physical education, 
which was designed to train a 
few individual chll'~pions, and 
now look upon phySical exercise 
as desirable for all, in order 
to become physically fit for tak­
ing part in national reconstruc­
tion. All the students are now 
taking part in games and exer­
cise with great enthusiasm. 
To meet the demand the ~iver­
sity has provided more space 
and equipment for athletics. 

Owing to their improved atti­
tude toward their work, teach­
ers now' command more respect 
on the part <;>f the students, and 
students and teachers cooperate 
as never before. The chairman 
of the student union recently 
said, "Formerly, a kind of no 
man's land separated teachers 
and student!!, but now we are 
amicably united, and " shall ad­
vance togeth~." 
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North China Trade Exhibition] 
·oved plow. It was explained 

10,000,000 of North 
hina's 70,000,000 farmers 
uld be released for other 
ork and crop yields increased THE North China Trade Ex-

hibition closed its gates 
after six dramatic weeks in 
Tientsin. Close to a milli'on 
spectators passed through the 
grounds, the site of the ,llld Bri­
tish Race Course which in old 
China was out of boonds to 
Chinese people. Here country 
and city met, mingled, and ex­
changed products and ideas. 

Peasant f1!\legations from re­
mote regio~s of China came 
and were guests of this indus­
trial metropolis for the first 
time in history. Thousands of 
Peking students were enter­
tained by Tientsin colleges while 
they visited the Exhibition. 

The Peking Art School had 
come en masse and worked for 
twc months on the decoration 
of the grounds and 17 pavilions. 
Five thousand workers were 
employed in building and main­
tenance, part of the · time in 
night as well as day shifts. 

Unique Features 
Several features of this Ex­

·hibition were unique. It was 
the largest yet held in Chirfa. 
Its theme was exchange, both 
of goods and ideas. Its nature 
was educational. It was housed 
partially in handsome new per­
manent buildings. The · other 
pavilions were of a semi-per­
manent bamboo and matting 
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structure common in Soutl 
China, but used here for tb! 
first time. These buildings evei 
withstood several days of heavi 
rain. 

Former Dance Girls 

nough to buy 1,000 planes or 
uild 40 factories each year! 
h e people's government is 

naturally backing manufacture 
nd distribution of the plow. 

ew Services 
Some of the attendants wb: The most elaborate pavili on 

explained the exhibits wen ·as the one for communications. 
dance girls under the old re It demonstrated the vast ex-
gime who volunteered from tix nsion and improvement of all 
YWCA where they are n01 eans of communication since 
studying in preparation for net liberation. For instance, t ele­
productive careers. Thei.J.· abil phone and telegraph service~ 
ity in speaking in public fit!« out of Tientsi n have been in­
them admirably for this type [ creased seven times and from 
work. And incidentally then Peking eight times. The Post 
own eyes were being opened ti Office newspape r subscription 
to riches to be won from theil. nd mail order services were 
cu:mtry through labor. explain.ed, as well as tt{e num-

C 'na-made heavy-duty tires · rous services of· t~ People's 
precis16n instruments, penicil Bank, such as paying household 
Jin, a tractor, and a handsonll bills for clients. Also trans­
station wagon were among nJ port of the future was shown in 
tive · products this year. Labm model such as the small plane 
models and innovators were 01 that can land in the farmer's 
hand with their new improve< pasture. • 
methods and inventions. Mutual The agricultural implements 
aid hero Li Shun-ta was oul pavilion was impressive in its 
standing among these. Bi r ealistic settings.· A suction 
showed how his home village ir pump, sufficient for irrigating 
Shansi had been transforme< ~ good-sized fa1·m, cheap, and 
and every family there "eJirich sily handled by one person, 
ed through cooperative effort ttracted much attention. But 
and how mutual aid was spread o did the seeders, hullers, 
jng throughout North Ch11H, an. slicers, all th way - up to ' the 
Inner Mongolia. mammoth combine, which would 

Another dramatic innovatioi ake lal;ior more productive and 
demonstrated was use of an ~ life better for alf! 
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An entire pavilion was devot­
ed to cotton, one of North 
China's most , important pro­
duct~ It was shown how 
through sc ientific methods not 
only can China pro.1,Uice suffi­
cient cotton for her needs, but 
can produce long-fibered cotton 
suitable for fine texti les. 

The grain and )iorticultural 
products exhibits were beauti­
ful. but much more; for there 
again labor-hero methods \\'ere 
shown a s well as p1,actical 
means of pest control, storage 
and marketing. Some fine live­
stock specimens were displayed, 
among them a camel, an animal 
still very useful for transport, 
and of course for its hair. 

Fish Products 
The importance of sea and 

river products in North China's 
economy was very well demon­
strated in an entire pavilion. 
Emphasis was on the advant­
ages of cooperative effort, as it 
was in all undertakings. High 
nutritional value of fish in the 
diet was illustrated. Fish pro­
ducts such as cod liver oil and 
shark were shown. 

Then there were arts and 
handicrafts, light and heavy in­
dustrial equipment, staples, 
textiles, pharmaceuticals, water 
conservancy projects done in 
beautiful models-all showing 
how: the Chinese people are 
creating wealth for themselves 
now that imperialist fetters 
have been broken forever . . 
- BETTY CHANDLER CHANG 
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[ Fooling the People 
Isr:tcl pstcin 

TOWAllJ> th· · ••lld or w •rid W111' II , 1111 · i\1111 ·1·irn11 p11fd11'"' 
rnr i. .. 1tt•r i11fun11e .. 1 lh1111 " l111d l'\' t 'I' lw1 ·11 11l11111t 1111· far 

of lift• in 1111 · 1"11r l•:u >< I, 11i11I 11111 .. e·d ll11 11111d11111I 1111 · world . Tl 
11ntl-Axi 11 11lli1111•· • 1111d lh1• vid1or " '" u f 1111 · ll1 ·d Ar111y 111•111 
llitll'I' hnd 1<0111· f111' t 11""'d1~ 1·•·I lh1 • 111111 S11v 11 ·I lie ·• 1111cl nd · 1·11nr 
[ 111 11 14 l\ HHi d11u11 11 ly impl1111te ·d 111 i\ 1111 •rii ·1111 111111d ,. I l1 r1111g-h1111I ti 
11n•1·•·1llng (111111'11·1' r1•11r11ry.~ 

'l'lw •'><tH•ri1•111·1·H of 1111111.v ll11111 • 1111d >< 11f i\ 1111 · ri1·1111 ~ 111 I h1 · WI 
111111lnML .lup1111 l{UVI' !111·111 f.olh ·0111111 ·1 w1ll1, 1111d lif1• lllld d ! 
l11t1 ·n•Ht i11, lh1• lru1• 111111 11111111 111 <:hi1111 . Thi • Hl111ki111r 1·or1111ll 
,,f th., l<u11111i11111111e 011 111,. 11111· h1111d, 11o1d lh1· ~~r11w 1h 1111d ..il'1 ·e·tl!1 
111·11" of ll111 111 •opf11'H f111 ·1·1·H in ( ' hi1111 1111 1111 • 11ll11·r, 1 ... 1·11 1111 • 1111111« 
of rom111011 k1111wh•dic1" Mu >< I i\1111·ri1 ·1111 1< w1·n· 11111 11111 ,v d1·l1·1111l111 
l11Tiv1• 111 ll p11,; I w111 · world will11111I fl1rol1 il111< '" ' flille ·r ><, lhe ·y I~ 
t11111< ii. r.," ~r r11nt1•d th111 1·11l1111 i11l 1·111pi 11• ><. l•' rn1w11 ' 1111d t ' Ilia 
Kni Mht•k11 would 11ol Joni(' H111·viv1• lh1 • vicl111 .v 

'f'h1· ruh•rH of lhf' 14Ji..l• •d Slulr11 111 1111( fl11 :. i111• ><11 n11d l{ol'Cft 
nlt'nt, h11w1•v1•1', w1•1·•· th lnk1111( i11 d1lf..11 ·111 l1 ·rn1 1<. fl y llw 1·11d 1 

1111"1, A1111•rl1·un im p1·r i111i,.n1 h11d 111• ·111111• · 1·rl11 11 Hl,v fr11l'hh ·111 ·d b 
1 lw Huv i1•l vit'l111·11·" 11ve·r 11 1111·1· ~· Ii 11111111• H1 11·1· 1111. 1 11111 
('OIH1lr11•11 would 11dii1•v1• 111111011111 11iiJ • 11e ·1 •'. 11111 ·1·1 lion , 111 1< lc-1ul 1 
l11·condn1e I JS 1<1·1111 1·1 d111111 •>1, 11fle ·r \\'n rld W1p· 11. 

Goal and Policic!I Sh iftcd 

World Wnl' II hud lo lw 1111dt•rnlit1<'1I . llow the• rc •11dln1111rh•11 
·op11H1•d lo l111111fioo7.I .. 1111· 111·npl1 · wn • 111·11111 i f11ll .v llh1 11 tl'11l1•d t.y 
,. 1·11111l1i1111llon or two 1·v1·11l11, lml h of whii·h to()k pl111·11 In 1:>-111. 
nn•lv two 111011thH nflc•r lloo . .. vc·lt' 11 dPnlh, 1111d while• Ilic• llnltc•d 
11ti11;1 wn • holdi11i.r ii • ii11111i.r111 ·11 I H•'MHio 11 11t H1111 l"n1111·l11l'o, 1!1•111' · 
d111il'lil l•: lli H Z11r l1111·i n>< of llS Nnvnl l 11t .. llil{l'lll'1• 11111d1• 11 lll'rl1•11 

pl11111 l1111v1111 1(e• l1r1111d"11 " IH, in .l11J111111•Ht', 111 Tokyo, pro111l11lt11C 
.11l i11111111e ·,. i11 powe •1· 111 .lllJllllll' e• 11d111ir11I H, 1111111011111i 11 IM 111111 IC<'ll · 
·nlH i11 1'e •l111'11 fur II lll 'll l'I' 1111 l lS ll'l 'lll tc. 

S111111ll111ll'Oll >< lv. c:n·w rn·de ·rc•cl lhe • f111111111 :1 1 l 111t t ' t1Hi11 l'llMll 
11· ,. ~ I • of 111·11·1< p1;111 · r111 .. 11 who h11d l111d 11 part 111 e•\1111 1< illl( lht•Hto 
•11111•111·e•1 '1< In the• i\1111 •r ie·1111 111•n ph', 1111cl 11f II cl lp l1111111t 1111cl II llllVlll 

01111·1 ·1· who had 111 ·•·11 v111· ully oppo•e•d to n11irn111I i111t·1·f,.n•ne ·o In 
hi11""" i11le·n111I 11ll'u1r• 11 11 1111 • e1111· 11111111 1111d In • •·1· rl'[ 11111l1•1·~ tnn• I 

11 :>< w1lh .l11J11111•·•1• nd1111( 1·liq11e •11 1111 lh•· 11lhl'1', 

l ' le ·v••rlv 1·011lriv•·d nnd wide •l.1• J111ldki z1·d, 1111· l11111 · r11 11i11 ' ' " " '' 

11 ·111 i "''" l

0

l11 ·1< 1• 111~ It 11<h·H, w It 11'11 i II f 111·t W1•1··· id1·11 t lrnl wl 1 h I h .. 
11•11 l'Xpr<•1<11e•d fi11I 1101 He•1·l1111 Hf,Y 1111 •1111t o'fl\c-i11I aitt1H or 1111• llH 

ov1·n11111·111 ill<l'lf i11 M1rld W11r 11 , 1vit11 "diH1·lo• 111·1· of Hl'e'n'l'4 
1 Ifie• Sovie• ( l111lo11" 1111,f 11 "lrnilon11111" 111'11011 on itH lwhnlf. 

ropagnnda Offens ive 
'l'lil • w11 • I hl' l11•1(i1111 l111l' of I h11 lo11ic 111·upuic1111du olT1•nHlv ', 
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unmask American aims to the Chinese people, but also becaU!I 
American opinion, at that time, would have none of it. 

Hence the camouflaging of intervention, in the Marshall 
period, as "mediaticn." Hence al so the · self-contradicto?J 
"exposure" of the Kuomintang HJ. the " White Paper" itself, a nd, 
finally, t.he formula of u ing the United Nations to serve as 1 
flag over American imperialist aims. 

A ongside of the displacement of truth and even hints of truth 
in the public press by the most direct and shameless lies, much 
attention has been given to the perver ion of "academic" and 
"theoretical" work on China-from which the Voice of America 
draws its "explanatory" arguments, and editoria l writers in thi 
n!ore "intellectual" pe iodicals cull their ammunition. 

Experts Backtrack 
In this field, sad to say, some of the main fals ifi ers have been 

once-conscientious professors and "experts" who have themselvei 
felt the stinging whiplash of American reaction or been fright c> ned 
half to death, as was intended, by its application to their col· 
leagues. Here are some exhibits. 

. Professor John King Fairbank of Harvard, in his book "The 
United. S~ates a~d ~ina," has. squa.red his previous opposition tq 
armed mtervenhon with the ex1genc1es of the moment by develop· 
!ng the ''.arir,u~11ent". that- intervention is still wrong but "counter· 
mterv.enti~n 1s desirable, :nd that to associate with Chiang Kai· 
shek 1s stlll ungentlemanly but to foment counter-revolution and 
a new civil war in China is not only 'llig'ht uut noble. 

This thesis by the head of the important Oriental studies 
group in Harvard University serves imperialism in lwo ways. JI , 
l~lls the uneas~ness of the Nation and New R epnblic type of 
liberal and provides tools of subversion to S'tate I1epartment opera· 
tors, many of whom are sent to listen to Fairbank's lectures. 

Owe.n Lattimo:e, head of the Walter Hines Page School of 
ln~rnational Relat10ns at Johns Hopkins Universi ty, "fights back" 
agamst Se~ator McCarthy's attack on his position by seeking to 
prove that it was the over-frankness of the imperial ists not their 
fuf!damental aims, that led to the debacle of US am'.bitions in 
Chma . 

. He has soug_ht mercy ~or ~ash .oppositien to interv,1mtion in 
Chma by backmg the mtervept1on in Korea and trotted 
out an. Outer MongOlian "Livi ng Buddha" whom he brought to 
t~e Un1t~d States as an example of the fact that he, too, is putting 
h.1s special knowledge to Pse in planning for a counter-revolu· 
tionary future. • 

Edgar Snow,. author of "Red Star Over China," discourses 
learnedly on whether Titoisb subversion is or is not suitable as a 
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attern of restoring China to the... imperialist 1>phere and atones 
or good things said in the past aibout the Chinese Communist 
arty by writin~ slanders on the Soviet Union which are only 
aintly distingui shable from those of the most shameless 
·eactionaries. 

Sine~ attempts to drive a wedge between China and the Soviet 
Union constitute a major "front" of American imperialism today, 
this, even without such exhibits as a pocket "living Buddha," serves 
to establish a measure of respectability. 

Co.t;mption of Scholarly Institute 
The much-harried Insitute of Pacific Relations, even before 

it was raked fore-and-aft, first by Alfred Kohlberg's "China Lobby" 
in Washington and later by various congressional committees, was 
trying to adapt itself in the same way. 

This writer can testify to the miserable straits to which it 
descended even at that early period. Presenting a study of 
Chinese labor under the Kuominbang ior publication, he was asked 
repeatedly for footnotes and authorities, and more and more foot­
notes and authorities for every facb discreditable to the Chiang 
Kai-shek regime ("to avoid criticism"). 

Then the monstrous s uggestion was made to him thab the 
Chinese labor situation should be presented in such a way as to 
indicate "sharp differimces among Chinese Communist leaders." 
When he replied that he knew no such differences to exist and had 
never come across anythi indicating that they did, be was ~sked: 
"Can't you speculate a bit?" This is a measure of the "scrupu­
lousness" expectE'd of academic writers on China today. 

The Institute, incidentally, tried to avoid persecution by 
offering all its records and correspondence to 'the FBI to show its 
" loyalty" anq evoid further persecution, even before the American 
secret police asked for them. The ass umption, apparently, was 
that the FBI would react to such "sincerity" by declining to go 
-through the material and giving the Institute a clean bill of health. 
Whab actually happened, however, was the .FBI sent a squad which 
remained in the Institute offices for weeks, and its "findings" were 

~ ufterwards. used to denounce the organization further. 

One would like to hope that some of these men, still heeded 
as they are by & ection of the people, will find courage to speak 
out for sanity and peace. As things stand at present, they bear 
a heavy responsibility for disorienbing and paralyzing many 
liberals who continue to look to them as authorities, as well as 
part of the labor movement to which union misleaders present 
their constant ..,oevisions of their own ·views as the " latest con­
clusions of informed and progressive .experts." 
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Reactionary Labor Leaders 
h In ~he labor movement, it is the official leaders of the CIQ 

w o ~e arguments of this kind to feed to their press and me 
bersh1p. The leadership ;>f the AFL, in relation to Chin d" hm­
u~ the cruder me~t of. MacArthurism and McCarthyism a:.Vi;~0: 
a Y a!fem11t. to rah?nahze--;being supported in this by the shame. 

L
lesads rig)ht-wmg Social Democrats (whose mouthpiece is the /\"ell! 

e er . 

mentA~Jhi~hbl~c:~~~nbe~?n~f!gs~~u~~~~~rP/~1~irect f~sc~s t incite-
what more rarely S 1 d" . pape1s, ut some. 

-sometimes dressed. u u,c l. un isgmsed reactionary material is 
"autho 't' " C P ~1th references to anothe1· group of 

a , .forer~esair::; ~:I'v%~~ 1 slo r:~eeg~~t/ik~r~::Ss~1?v-}t~~f-~t~nt~~ 
'P~~tPY:1~ie( cLuarrtte.ntly a) prodsecution witness in witch-hunt s aga1nst 

1more an others 
b . Final!y, reaction shows its co~tempt for the peopl t 1 . 

y app~al~ng to them, through the warmon 'eri . e a a1ge 
on -Naz1-hke racist grounds E 'th t g ng 'Ill ess as a whole, 
against whom the US · · .P1 e s are found for the peoples 
Russians are "Asiatics I,~ ~gmg, or preparing to wage, war. 
"Chinks." . oreans are "Gooks." Chinese are 

The inference is th ~ 11 th than human, and h a 8:. ese groups of humanity are less 
t at or mary moral standards do not 1 

when it comes to exterminating them. app Y 

• • • 
TH1!S isn otnhe sid~dof the picture, and it is .a dark on:. But there 

s a o er s1 e which · · 
intimidat.ion dema '

0 
er IS e~co~ragmg. All the torrents of 

moral inte 'ity anJ gu Y and incitement, all the sacrifices of 
the major~ of Am0!:.~~a:tr;;a~s, have not s~cceeded in making 
~a~e tihey succeeded in persuad~gile thto t~de. ChmAese p~ople. N~r 
1s m any w 1 e 01 mary mencan that 1t 
driven into ~il~~~iaad r!!a:onable o: justifi!ible that he should be 
a re-armed Japan as a~e~l~;.es• against Chma and told to regard 

The lessons of World Wa II h ~ 
reactionaries anticipated To t~ ave ~een .deeper ,tqan t·he 

. situation does not make .sense le ~ver~ge. mer1can, the present 
sible for the unpopularity of· th t Ks this, m part, .that is respon­
widespread dis st and e . orean war, which turned into 
they had been ~ into co~~fc~e:~ 1~h ~~n Americans found that 
a~ well. This is al~behind th d e d' bml~se P~ple's Volunteers 
has had to reco ni e eep is. e ief which, as the press 

. "atrocities to wa~ P ~o :~.~d the _reactionary concoctions 111bout . 
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American ruling class propagandists, so footloose and fancy 
free in their lies about everything in the world, seem to lose con­
fidence and begin to fumble every time they start lying about 
China. The desperation with which new lies about China are being 
launched in the American press and radio today reflect the failure 
of pas~ ones to create the desired effect. 

Progressive~ Work for Peace 
Forces fighting to creat.e real solidarity and friendship be­

tw~n the American and Chinese peoples continue to have a base 
in the feelings of a great many Americans today, which of course 
must be developed to a higher level of understanding before they 
can play an active instead of a passive role. 
_ _, The Communist Party of the United States, in its press and 

r:rnss activities, has done a good deal in this respect. So have 
s'lme progressive-led labor unions. both national and local, which 
are fighting valiantly against the poison being injected into the 
union movement. In the broad· sphere of public opinion, very 
irtportant work in getting correct facts to the people and stimulat­
ing political action in the light of these facts has been done by 
the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy, the ~rogres­
s1ve Party, the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 
and such independent papers as the National Guardian and, on 
O(casion, the C01npa~. Of some consequence also have been some 
honest scholars and publkjsts on J<'ar Eastern affairs · who have 
stuck to the truth as they saw it and a few individuals return­
ing from the new China and elsewhere, who have refused to tem­
per their stories to the prevailing wind. 

Many thousands of Americans rejoiced in the defeaf of the 
Chiang Kai-shek gang and signed their names to greetings on 

. the occasion of the founding of the People's Republic of China 
-a courageous thing to do . On the West Coast, particularly, the 
movement for friendship with China assumed broad proportions 
among a population that connected its own prospects of well­
being, as well as those of peace, with the normalization of trans­
Pacific relations. There it included not only progres!dve labor 
Ul!ions and separate locals of unions under reactionary leadership, 
but also som~ ocal business and shipping groups. 

More and more Americans arc awakening to the fact that 
friendship JVith China is not something to be piously hoped for or 
contrived in some artificial way, that those who want such friend­
hip must figh for it in close coordination with the general 

struggle agai•t the Wall Street fomenters of Worfd War III, as 
part and parcel of the great world,_ movemen~ for peace. 
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As long ago as the summer of 1950, the threat which Truman's 
Korean adventure posed to the new China was obvious to all. By that 
time US planes were making increasingly frequent raids across the 
border into China. Top photo shows mass protest meeting in village 
of Kulotze, in China's Northeast (Manchuria)~ which was strafed by 
US planes on August 27 and 29, 1950. Lower left shows Chang Yun· 
fu, one <?f the wpunded, whose right arm was shattered by machine­
gun fire. J:,ower right. shows family of Wu Hsi-tsueng, killed by straf­
ing planes, standing in front of his grave. 

in 
Above: Korean city of Sinuichu, directly a~ross Yal.u River from 

major Chinese industri_al city of Antung, burning at night as result 
of American fire-bomb1v.g. th y 1 0 t b 

Below: Chinese pe()ple's Volu~teers crossing e au on co er 
25, 1950, to aid "the Korean nd push US troops back from Chinese 
border. 



,I 

' In the short period of a little more th . 
P_ le s Volunteers toaether with the K . Pan a year the Chinese P eo· 

d d · . . '. • orean eople's A h cee e m mfl1ct1ng a basic d f t rmy, ave sue· 
arm.ed US troopi, forcing the l:t~:r bu~n t~ ultra-modern, heavily 
pellmg the US commande t a 10 e ~8!h Parallel and com· 

Abo rs 0 agree to arnust1ce talks 
ve: Vo~unteer signa orker at the front. . 

Below: Chinese Volunteers and Kor 
eastern Korean coast after driving "UN" can troops JOtn forces on 

t ops from area. 

Urban-Rural Relations 
C. Y. W. MENG 

LONG before liberation, pro-
gressive Chinese economi ~t~ 

maintained that the industrial­
ization of China must be built 
on pie foundation of her agri­
culture. It was obvious that 
the raw materials indispensable 
to indu~try are largely agricul­
tural 1i'roducb;, and that the 
nation's vast rural areas should 
be the major markets for fin ­
ished products. Most of the 
necessary industrial capital 
must al o come from rural 
China. 

The most pressing problem 
was the di tribution of land to 
the till ers. So long as the 
pl'asant masses r.l?fuained on 
the minimum ·subsistence~cve l 
and were con5tantly hanas ed 
hy famine and pestilence, no 
eco nomic progress in China was 
possible. 

In pre-liberation days, Chin­
ese financiers preferred to in­
vest in bonds 01· urban building 
and rea1 estate, a lmost totally 

""Clisregarding ·rural industries. 
Industriali st s produced goods 
without a thought to the de­
velopment of the potentially vas t 
rural market... They eyed only 
the immediate profits to be 
gained b serving the' privileg­
ed class. 1 

Under t~e · reactionary Kuo­
mintang r~, - the urban and 
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rurHl areas were virtually op­
posed to each other economical­
ly. But after inaugurntion of 
the Central People's GO\rern­
mcnt, urban-rural relations 
changed basically. 

Strong Alliance 
Worker~ and peasants are 

now working hand in hand to 
build up the ·nation, striving to 
increase production for mutual 
benefit. The peasants help the 
workers, for example, by in­
creasing the supply ·of raw 
nrnterials. If 1936 is taken at 
100, the indices of agricultural 
production for 1951 are: rice, 
99.4; 'wheat, 88. 5; soya beans, 
63.3; cotton, 133; oil see<!, 
65.9; tobacco, 130.5; and hemp, 
227.1. It is anticipated that 
1952 indices will be fal' higher. 

These agricultural products 
are cited because they formerly 
constituted China's principal 
imports, even though the coun· 
try was preponderantly agri­
cultural. . But by 1951, such 
imports had ceased, and with 
the exception of rubber, China's 
farms now produce sufficient 
foodstuffs and raw materials 
for her factories. 

After land reform, the pur­
chasing power of the peasants, 
who constitute more than 80 
-percent of the ·population, 
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greatly increased. In the North- greater, while the demand for 
east in 1951, for example, it industrial tools and machinery 
was 53.5 percent greater than in was fiye times as great. . 
1950, or 140 percent In East China, the 
greater than in 1949. /;: volume of general 

Furth rrinore, rural goods shipped to rural 
pu u ha:. mg power has ~ areas during the second 

urban purchasing pow- , Jr/ '.!51.66 percent greater 
increased faste1· than ~r~ . quarter of 1951 was 

er. JJi.... tbe _Northeast, ~- than during the first 
urban pur"Clrasing pow- r . ' i'.· "'quarter, and during the 
er for 1951 was 38.7 ~ •' r/ third quarter 61.45 
percent greater than' · · - · · - percent gi·eater than 
in 1950. or 96 per- ,__,.-- the second quarter, or 
cent greater than 1949, while 467. 7 percent greater than dur­
rural purchasing power in- ing the first quarter. Volume 
creased by 67.9 and 223 per- for September 1951 alone was 
cent respectively. In the South- more than three times that of 
west, rural purchasing power the whole first quarter. 
was 60 percent greater than in The pfople are not only de-
1 !)50, and even in orth Anhwei, mantling more goods, but bet­
which suffered seriously from ter quality goods. In Liaohsi 
flood in 1950, the increase was province (Northeast), for exam-
200 percent. olc, the demand for coarse 

~otton cl th in the first half of 
1951 decreased by two percent. 

Peasants Better Off 
These figures show that many In Jehol province, 8'0 percent 

former poor and landless peas- of the clolh sold to the peasants 
ants have become middle peas- was of fine quality. 
ants with far greater purchas-
. ch· • · Toil et soap, flashlights and 

()
111

g power. ma s agranan bicycles, formerly luxuries be· 
-. · revolution has meant that the 

emancipated peasants, convert- yond the peasants ' reach, are 
ing their produce into cash, now in great demand, and great 
have become the nation's best quantities of sugar, glassware, 
customers for industrial pro- cloth, shoes, cigarettes, matches, 
ducts. towels and hosiery are sen • to 
I~ the Northeast, for exam- ~ral areas. 

pie, the demand for cotton yarn As a result, more and more 
and cloth for the first five _factories and shops are opening 
months of 1951 was 70 percent and the nu!llber of unemployed 
greater than for the corres- decreases daily. Established 
ponding period of 1950, and factories are receiving bigger 
for general goods 75 percent and bigger orders. 
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China is deficient in capital, The January-August 1951 
but as Chairman Mao said, "In- average output, of insecticide in 
dustrial capital must come Shanghai was 36 times that of 
mainly from the Chinese peo- 1950. yet the factories found it 
pie's own savings." With the difficult to meet the demand. 
completion of land reform, a Anolher example shows the 
portion of the wealth produced workers' enthusiastic and self­
by the peasants' labor is trans- sacrificing spirit of service to 
formed into industrial capital the people: the completion of 
throt~ expanding city-village the engineering parts for the 
trade and the growing coopera- Huai River project by the 
tive system. In this way, China, 12,000 metal workers of Shang­
becomes independent of foreign hai. This great project bene­
capital. , fits more than 55,000,000 peas-

In short, the peasants are ants and safeguards 40,000,000 
helping the workers by produc- mow of land from flooding. 
ing more food, by supplying the 
factories with raw materials, The 163 sets of parts for the 
by purchasing large quantities project were manufactured by 
of industrial products, and by the technicians of the East 
constituting one of the prin- China Industry Department and 
cipal sources of capital accum- workers from more than 70 fac-
ulaiion. tories. The fabrication of 1,000 

/ tons of steel was completed in 
Workers Help Peasant 50 days' time, ahead of sche-

Let us turn to the other side dule, which saved 25,700 man­
of the picture and see how the days of work. 
workers help the peasants. Dis- Those sent to the .Huai River 
played at the native products for the installation job worked 
exhibitions were many new day and night, rain or shine, 
farm implements produced by and completed this task ahead 
the factories. These will have of schedule, too. Tens of thou-

• a far-reaching effect sands of peasant 
on the development of workers cooperated 
agriculture. It is said, with the installation 
for example, !hat i£ all crew, and the project 
the peasants of North was completed before 
China should u&e new the floods came. This 
ploughs, they could in- ' is a shining example 
crease the·· yearly of how China's new 
output by 700,000 tons ·,...-.~~• construction will be 
and could ~a'.'e 10,- 't:::::::::::gll carried <;>ut, on the 
000,0llO ma~s- of iUjil~!f~~~ firm basis of tlie work-
work. er-peasant alli~nce. 
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Although significant progress 
has been made toward economic 
reconstruction, industrial .and 
agricultural pro_duction ha~. n_ot 
, ct been equalized. The sCJs­
~ors" differential , the divergence 
between prices of industrial 

- and agricultural products, still 
exists. -..... 

"Scissors" Diffe ence 
This divergence is an inherit­

ance from the past, when China 
was a semi-feudal, semi-colonial 
country, whose industry con­
stituted only 5.5 percent of the 
national economy, whose fac­
tories were heavily concentrat­
ed in a few coastal cities. 
Urban-rural trade ~bowed a 
marked disequilibrium of rela­
tive volumes of prod~tion and 
prices. 

Jn the course of new demo­
cratic constrnction thus far, 
agricultural production has de­
veloped more rapidly than in­
dustrial. The supply of indus-
~l .products is still short of 
d'mand. Also, as a result A.f 
the year's b:imver harveM, 
large quantities of agricultural 
products came· to the market. 
Thus the "scissors" differential 

- still exists, and this divergence 
of agricultural and industrial 
prices affects the welfar~f the 

' peasants. 
But, while under the KMT 

regime the "scissors" differen­
tial was deliberately encouraged 
in order to exploit the peasan~ 
to the utmost, in New China 
every effort is made to narrow 
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the gap in prices. 
In August 1950, the govern. 

ment established a reasonable 
ratio between the prices of cot. 
ton and rice, and of cotton yarn 
and cloth. This gave protec­
tion and encouragement to both 
agriculture and industry. 

Also, the Ministry of Trade 
bought cotton, cereals and other 
goods from producing re­
gions, as the price i'l1de1 
for farm products dropped 
fal'ther than the manufactured 
goods price index. In Augus~ 
the former declined by 5.6 per­
cent while the latter dropped 
only

1 

1.8 percent. While the 
Ministry· supported farm prices, 
it also made every effort to 
maintain an equilibrium in the 
flow of manufactured goods 
and farm products. 

Lower Cloth Prices 
During the same month , the 

selling prices of cotton and 
cloth were lowered, and the 
price of rice ~vas raised. This 
was done to protect the inter· 
ests of farmers and to encour· 
age them to plant cotton, as 
their income from cotton would 
be as good or better than from 
cereals. This step also minim· 
ized the difference in prices in 
relation to other agricultural 
products and to manufactured 
goods. 

In November 1951, the pri 
of cotton yarn was again re. 
duc0d by 2.8 percent, cotton 
cloth by 1.8 percent, in the 
interests of consumers-princip· 
ally the peasants. 
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The output of native products 
and agricultural by-products Till 
1950 formed a large part of 
total agricultural production, 
ranging from 25 to 40 percent 
in the various sections of the 
country; in Inner Mongolia, it 
was 50 percent. 

Urban-rural differences, in­
cl~ng the "scissors" price dif­
ferential, will diminish as 
China advances toward social-

ism. For the present, through 
correct e<;onomic policies and 
the city-village mutual aid sys­
tem, city and village are al­
ready in much closer harmony 
than ever before. Politically, 
the worker-peasant alliance has 
greatly consolidated the people's 
democratic dictatorship, and on 
this firm basis the industrializa­
tion of the nation will go for­
ward with great spcetl . 
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Visit to a Korean 
Tungsten Mine 

'ouRING a recent visit. to 
North Korea, we were im­

pressed byjts high Je~el of. indus­
trialization. Even tmy villages, 
which Jack most modern facili­
ties have electricity; the •rst 
pha~e of the electrifica~ion 
of rural areas has been achiev-

cou ld get food. "No," she re­
plied "we don't sell food." We 
were' somewhat surprised, and 
eyeing the rice st~aming in the 
pot we asked agam. She glan­
ced' at the pot, then asked, 
"Only three of you?" and show­
ed us to a table. 

ed. It is sold cheaply to the Miners' Restaurant 
public, each lamp costi~g onl_Y The food was not very appet­
the equivalent of a few US cents izi ng, and when a youn~ work­
per month. Everywhere, we saw er came in, and was given an 
shops and sawmills powered by extra dish of bean curd, we 
humming electric motors. asked for some other dishes. 

This is an achievement of the But we were told that there 
J·o1·nt efforts of the Korean Wh fi 

was nothing left. en we n-
people. When the . J apanesg_ ished, we asked for the reck~n-
imperialists were driven out, ing. The you ng worker pohte­
after 35 years of extortio~ an~ Jy inform(\d us that the restaur­
oppression, they had stnppe ~nt was for the miners only; 
the Korean people of every- but since we were volunteers, 
thing and had left onl;Y a we 'were welcome, and wo~Jd 
legacy of poverty. But m a not have ·to pay. We felt qUite 
few years, the Korea.ns had ei;nbarrassed, and pressed money 
built up a sound econom1~ struc- on our hostess. She J'fefused 
ture, reflected in the w1d~ use agai·n and again, until tM'i yo.ung 
of electricity and machinery k told her to accept it. 

h tabTty of the cur- wor er . 'th 
and t e s 

1 1 
· We got into conversation ·w1 

rency. . the worker and found out that 
Late one S~nlday ~o.rnin~~:ne he was the 'chief engineer of the came to a htt e mining • . •-

d th . to eat.-~tungsten mme. 
hopihg to fin some mg nd He Joo~ very young, ~nd 
The weather was gloomy, ~ from his plain clothes and s1m-
we wei:e cold and hungry. e anners we would never 
discovered what appeared to be te mimagioed he could hold 
a restaurant. · d t 'f . s:;~ an important job. He we asked the atten an 1 we 
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told us that before libera­
tion, he was a common la­
borer like the others, with no 
prospect of advancing to a 
higher position-the top jobs 
were all filled by t he J apanese. 

Shortly after t he Korean Peo­
ple's Democratic Republic was 
founded, a mining college was 
opened in Pyongyang. 0•1r 
friend studied there for two 
years, 'a!ter which he was ap­
pointed to his present post. His 
story was a striking example of 
the opportun ities for the work­
ers made possible when state 
power comes into the people's 
hands. 

of the Korean people. When 
they opened the mine, at the 
beginning of their occupation , 
there was no ' machinery, and 
the 200 Korean workers were 
treated like slaves or animals. 

We went with him to see the 
mine, which was tucked away in 
the hills. The main tunnel was 
lit by electricity. A track for 
ore cars ran through the tunn el, 
which we were to ld was two 
miles . long. Water _/l ripped 
from the roof, where ic icl~s 
had formed. Shafts had b n 
sunk at regu lar intervals, to 
reach the tungsten ore; one 
was 400 feet deep: 

Japanese Worked Mine 
Tungsten, because of its high 

melting point of 3500 degrees 
Centigrade..::_more than twice 
that of iron-is · indispensable 
in the manufacture of light 
bulbs, and also in the produc­
tion of heavy military equip­
ment. 

F~ these reasons, the J :J>an­
ese imperialists, once t ey oc­
cupied Korea, spai;~ no efforts 
to explo.it this ~ral resource 
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Workers Maltreated 
The only concern of the 

Japanese overlords was to grab 
as much tungsten as possi ble, 
to producl'! more and more 
military equipment for their 
attempted conquest of Asia. 
They cared nothing for the wel­
fare of the workers. There was 
no safety or santtary equipment 
at ~he mine, and the work~rs 
had to put in 10 hours a day in 
bad air, deep in the earth, for 

a miserable pay of a little more 
than one J apanese dollar a day. 
Later on, the Japanese installed 
machinery, not to lighten the 
burden of the workers, but to 
step up productio!l to meet 
their military requirements. 
Production increased to a year­
ly average of 120 tons, but the 
workers were old men at 30. 

After VJ-Day, the P eople's 
Government of North Korea 
concerned itself chiefly with 
peaceful co nstruction, to reha­
bilitate their. country that had 
been sucke<I dry by the Japan­
ese. As the government had no 
aggressive plans, the mine was 
not operated for the time being, 
until cadres had been trained 
and a sound industry had been 

reated. However, the mine re­
sumed operatiofIS in 1950 _be­
cause. tungsten was ·needed in 
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the struggle to resist American day; above ground, eight. 
Houses a~ being built for the 

miner , and we learned that a 
new restaurant for them was 
sched uled to open in two days' 
time. The chief engineer said 
apologeticall y that if we had 
come a few days later, he could 
have given us better food. He 
pointed to the large buildings 
going up, imying, "They are 
for the workers. " 

aggression. 
As the machinery wa: dam­

aged when th<S Japanc~e left, 
~verything had to be done by 
hand, and drilling was a slow 
proee s indccd6,. At present, 
drilling machin~ery is being 
built which will spf'e!l up th e 
work. Yearl y production in the 
; " itial stage is estima""ted at 1 0 
tons. 

He expressed his deep friend-
Better Conditions ship for the workmen of China. 

There are 250 workmen at I said that our working class is 
th · 

1 
t · now leading national construc-

e mine, P us wo engineers tion; he smiled, and added, 
a~d other s lafT members. The~ proudly "So arc we the work-
mmcrs are well taken care of · '- ' 
b th t I th 

. - crs of !<;o n·a . il t•forc, we were 
y e govcrnmcn , an< cir 1 · d Th 

1 
f opprcs-<N and lookf' <i down 

pay 1s goo . cy 1uvc no car 1 t f · fl r b 
1 

. upon, rn now we arc the lcad-
o in a 10n, cca ~sc tic pay is ing class in our cg.untry." 
based upon grain. Workc · 11: 
1rndcrground put in s ix hours a - H. C. HUANG 

.. 

v 

De~ons_tration in Tokyo 
As hvmg condit1ons deteriorate and as America's pu t 

Japanc~c g?vcr~ent prepares for war, Japanese peo le p~:e 
becoming mcreasm~ly _restive. Photos .below show J~paries 
workers demonstrating in streets of Tokyo, e 

For Frcc­
om, lnde­
endencc 
nd Peace" 
nd "Down 
ith the 
utchering 
oshida 



The Minority People 
of Kweichow (II) 

Fei Hsiao-tung 

This is the seco{\d and concluding instalment of 
Professor Fei Hsiao-tung's report on the various min­
ority peoples living in mountainous Kweichow province. 
The first instalment a peared in last month's Review­
Editor. 

D URING our stay in Kwei-
chow province we visited 

some Chung districts, although 
not the main ones. We were en­
thusiastically welcomed in the 
Mien Tan Shan area, where the 
warlords' troops in the past had 
reckoned it a great victory to 
force an entrance. More than 
10;000 persons gathered f r a 
mass meeting and the singing 
and dancing lasted for several 
days. 

Unlike the Miaos, the Chungs 
lived in a stable area and 
irrigated their farmlands. 
Aliout 1,600,000 are living in 
southwestern Kweichow. They 
faced Han feudal encroachment 
later than did the Miaos. 

Under relatively 'peaceful con­
ditions, the Chungs · kept the 
greater part of their lands and 
developed feudalism. There are 
Qhung landlords and contract 
rental of lands. In one area we 
found the landlords numbering 
from 13 to 27 percent of the 
population, owning 65-70 per­
cent of the total land. . 

Obviously, class differentation 
among the Chungs is greater 

than among the Miaos, whose 
land,holding cla s exploited their 
own nationals very lightly. 
Generally, the Chung landlord 
took 60 percent of the harvest 
and used other methods of ex­
ploitation, such as the extortion 
of gifts and free labor. 

The Chung landlord class was 
a factor in promoting national 
division and civil conflict. They 
did not effectively resist Han 
pressur for to do so they would 
have had to mobilize the farm· 
ers they we,re exploiting, thus 
endang~ring their own rule. 
They therefore compromised and 
acted as bailiffs for the Hans. 

Landlords' Rule 
The Hans used these landlords 

to control and exploit the 
Chungs indirectly, thus finding 
it easier to control the Chungs 
than the Miaos, who always re· 
sisted. But the Han rulers coul~ 
not completely trust their tools, 
the Chung landlords. Therefore, 
the Hans• set one group of 
Chung landlords against the 
other to divide and rule. 
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Ch.ung landlords depended 
upon feudal Hans to maintain 
their spoils because t heir power 
came from outcide. If a land­
lord did no• please the feudal 
Han regime he would lose his 
position and possibly 
his property. Under 
Kuomintang rule, 
many upper-class 
Chung-s participated 
in the reactionary 
regime, sent de!e­
gates to the bogus 
re p res e n tatives' 
meeting and last 
year look an active 
part in the armed 
rebellion. 

The Chun3 masses 
were mobilized to 
clear up the bandits and 
now hung society ha~ been 
fundamentally changed. Civil 
strife was one of tire Chung's 
most serious and· pervasive prob­
lems ; we found cliques not only 
among the upper cla~ses but also 
among Lhr farmers and even the 
children. Han feudal rule used 
certain groups a s its tools, pro­
tecting- these and oppressing the 
others. · Q 

For instance, the Kuomi ntang 
would orde1· the Chung Hs frinu 
or l'cto chief tff conscript men 
and raise money. The people 

-would make gifts to t hese 
officials in order to avoid con­
scription· or heavier exactions. 
Tlre offic ials would tll,eot.turn to 
those who had made no gifts . 
These in tu~· ' . would seek an­
other powerf person and sup­
port him. one group or 
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another would bribe the KMT to 
change the officials. Thus the 
people were divided into hostile 
camps. 

The mass of the people suffer­
ed additionally from family 

clique conflicts, and 
a ll these dissentions 
served to increase 
the power of the 
feudal rulers. 

After factor mak­
ing for disunity was 
the feudal marri­
age system, which 
conflicted with the 
c u s t o m a r y free 
choice in marriage. 
Thi s caused dis-
putes and fam -
ily s e p a r a tions. 

At present, marriages are de­
cided by the parr nts through a 
go-between before the children 
mature. 
~After marriage, the bride does 
not live with the bridegroom, 
but at home. This is known a s 
"sitting at home." After a cer­
tain time the bridegrooni's 
family ask others to try to hang 
a "~h ell " on the br ide's head, 
unknown to her. If this is clone, 
~11e goes to her hu sband's fa mily. 
B'ttt the b1'ide tries to avoid the 
"shell," 'and in most cases some 
degree of force is used. Some 
brides even coml)l it suicide. 

The brides r esist because the 
Chung custom of "Kan Piao" 
is still preserved. This is 
s imilar to the Miao "Yao Ma 
LQng." The young boys a nd 
g irls (including those engaged 
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or "sitting at home") gather 
and seek mates. Having found 
them, they agree to an engage­
ment through a third 

rulers, who nevertheless drove a 
corridor through the area, cut­
t:ng the main I region into two 

parts. In Kweichow 
there are only about 
100,000 Is, but their 
past position waa 
very important. 

person. The couple 
then . retire to the 
hillside to sing love 
songs to each other. 

The "Kan Piao" 
conflicts with the 
f e u d a 1 marriage 
system and the older 
men don't want the 
young women to go. 
However, the young 
people cling to the 
custom, the girls 
making every effort to delay the 
"sitting at home" and the boys 
trying to manage an elopement. 

In one district more than one 
out of every 10 marriages is an 
elopement. Of course, th{;_sc 
cause disputes ; one we heard of 
involved five villages. At pre­
sent, most Chungs think that the 
marriage system should be re­
formed. 

Chung unwillingness to sur­
render to Han oppression left 
them some land and superficial 
political power, but under Han 
"divide and rule" tactics, the 
masses suffered heavy exploita­
tion and their lives wer·e as pain­
ful as those of the other fratern­
al nationalities. 

• • • 
The I Nationality 
THE main group of Is in the 

Liang Shan district, now 
numbering 1,500,000, was never 
conquered by_ the feudal Han 
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The Han emperors 
instituted the "T'u 
Ssu" system, using 
hereditary officials, 
either original Is or 
Han co11querors, to 
rule over the Is. The 
"T'u Ssu" had to 
send tribute to the 

emperor but the emperor paid no 
heed to social conditions among 
the minorities. 

The "T'u Ssu" system con­
.trolled the minorities politically, 
exploited them economically and 
supported the original ruling 
class. This ystem was one 
reason flU;. the delayed social de­
velopment of the national minor­
ities. 

This was the first stage of 
exploitation and opp1·ession of 
the minorities. The feudal rul­
ers still recognized "their original 
political regime and controlled 
them indirectly. However, when 
the emperors had enough forces 
in the border regions, the system 
was changed to "Liu Kwan,"_ or 
removable officials. 

At the end of the Ming 
Dynasty ( 1644 A.D.) the posi­
tions of the three "T'u Ssu" in 
Kweichow ''{ere cancelled by the 
emperor. Two were later re­
instated by the Ch'ing govern­
ment, but without real power. 

I 
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Later, during Emperor K'ang 
Hsi's reign (1662-1723) under 
the pretext of eradicating the 
hereditary system, the "T'u Ssu" 
were finally cancelled and "Liu 
Kwan" were appointed. This 
broke up the Is political or­
ganization and changed their 
social economy, a process that 
continued all these years, right 
up to liberation. 

Jn " T'u Ssu" times, the Black 
Is were the ruling class, owning 
all the land. Under them were 
the White Is and other 
nationals. The Black and White 
Is were not allowed to inter­
marry. After the "T'u Ssu" 
were cancelled, their land was 
given -to their subordinates, the 
"T'u Mu,"' (headmen) most of 
whom were also Black Is. A 
big "T'u Mu" was like an em­
pei·or with armed/ forces and 
his own band bf trusted White 
Is who lived around his 
yamen. After libera- c,·~ · 
tion, most of the "T'u .51 

Mu" became bandits, . 
but they have since . 
been defeated or have 
run away. 

Tenant Relations . ~ 

typical village that be- \ 

We sent a small .\ 
group to investigate a I' 
longed to the descend-
ants of the "T'u Mu," l - --:i--J.. 

YiP~ , 

J 

and they found many differ­
ent land relationships. There 
the land 'was tilled by the 
"tenant peasants" who belonged 
to the officials. Under the her­
editary system, their descend­
ants also belonged to the officials. 
Anything could be demanded of 
them. The rental was low-10 
to 20 percent of the harvest-­
because the peasants were ex­
ploi te<l in many additional ways, 
such as giving gifts of chickens, 
pigs or sheep to the master, 
feeding his domestic animals and 
doing free work. Insubordina­
tion was punished by beating, 
even to death. 

The relationship between the 
official and peasant was thus one 
of ruler and ruled. The peas­
ant did not actually "rent" his 
land from the official; the latter 
only used the land to bind the 
lenanls to assur.t!'-'his supply of 



labor. The tenants · were not 
slaves-they could not be bought 
or sold-but they were bound to 
the land. 

In another district, the Black 
. I landlords (not officials) also 
preserve this kind of land 
system. The landlord does part 

· of the work and the chief labor­
er is a "helper," a White I or 
other national. The helper's 
family lives in the landlq,d's 
home and eats with the land­
lord's family. The helper is 
given a piece of land called a 
"private share," the crops be-

Yao woman in formal dress 
-:T'ang Ying-wei 
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longing entirely to the helper. 
Sometime clothing is given to 
the helper. 

In some landlords' homes help­
ers and their de cendants have 
worked for several generations. 
Some White Is told us a story 
about a Black I's helper who 
ran away. The Black I's family 

'1'Jlade the helper's father-in-law 
pay a fine of millet and 300 
dollars. We asked if a helper 
could r sign and were told, 
"Only if his whole family runs 
far away, otherwise they would 
be beaten to death." 

Thus the " helper" and the 
"tenant peasant" are similai.: in 
that they cannot choose their 
landlord, who can beat and even 
kill them, but cannot trade 
them as goods. They have a 
few agricultural implements 
and run a . mall piece of land, 
but they are not independent 
economica They receive part 
of their food and clothes from 
the landlord. 

Slave System 
While the I s in Kweichow de­

veloped an ea rly feudalism, the 
Is in Liang Shan were never 
conquered by a feuda l ruler, but 
lived behind a blockade, cut off 
from the effects of Han feudal 
oppress ion. In these mountains 
the slave labor syste m sU11 
exists. 

The L iang Shan Is live in a 
semi-slave, semi-feudal society. 
The Black Is are the ruling, the 
White Is the 'ruled class and are 
divided into Watzu and non­
Watzu. The Watzu are further 
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divided into Outside Watzu and 
Home Watzu, the latter being 

completely en-
~ slaved. The Black 
~ Is , owning the 

-=-= l a n d, occupy 
themselves with 

~1\ political and mili-
.,~ tary affairs, while 
~ the White Is are 

the laborers. 
Since many different nationals 

live hcrr in close contact, there 
ha \'e been many conflicts. 
CapliV<'s taken by the Black I 
were made Watzu, forced to live 
in lh<'ir maste r's home and work 
under his su pervision (Home 
Watzu). Some, after years of 
l o~·a l service, would be permitted 
to marry and live outside, the 
ma'lPr giving them a small piece 
of land to till. They thus became 
Oul:i dc Watzu. A ~ew man­
aged to huy their freedom and 
lJf't'omc "ordi nary people," non­
Watzu, or simply White Is. 

Thu~, the Home Watzu·s body 
is owned by hi s mastct". H e rfoes 
the house and field work,, hi s 
produce is appropriated by his 
ma ste r , who in turn suppo rts 
him. Tt is complete ~ J avery. 
The Outs id e Watzu is better off. 
Il e l1as land, animals and tools 
from his master and ca n have 
a fami ly. He has entered an 
cal'!y f~udal state but has not 
left slavery. He can be sold by 
his master or be bea o death. 
Hi s children can be ' sold . 

The Outsi ~ · Watzu is in a 
tran sl tional 
to feudalism; 
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tion is a step higher than the 
Home WatzU:s and he is more 
active in production. Therefore, 
the Black I s find it a good 
melhod of exploitation. 

Price of Freedom 
The next step to advancement 

is to non-Watzu White I. This 
costs the very high price of 300 
ounces of si lver, which must be 
savru th rough SC\"eral genera­
tions. The ordinary White I 
(non-Watzu) has bodily free­
dom, lighter labor and rent, can 
ow n land and buy a Watzu. A 
Bla<;k I who kills a non-Watzu 
White I must pay compensation. 
The non-Watzu-land lord produc­
tion r elations are feudal. 

In those Liang Shan areas 
near Han di stricts it is easy to 
kidnap Watzus. Here, feu dal 
relatiun;;hips are only one-fourth 
the e.·tent of slave re lationships. 
But in the center of the Liang 
Shan urea there are fewer 
Watzu:; here fewer national 
conflicts occuncd which reduced 
the supply of Watzus, indicat­
ing a gradual di ~appearance of 
Uie slave system. 

Com ing from cast Kweichow 
to• the Ya Chih 
River , one clearly 
sees the gradual 
decline of the 
power and in­
flu ence of the I s, 
from "T'u Mu" 
through Black I _ 
landlords to both Black and 
White I tenant farmers working 
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for Han landlords. were collected in both labor and 
Early feudalism failed chiefly kin . 

because the land entered t}Je Although rent in kind meant 
market. Custom pro- heavier exploitation, 
hibited the "official" the peasants pre-
from selling hi s land, fel'l'ed it because 
'but when the "Liu they were left free 
Kwan" replaced the to run their own 
"T'u Ssu,'' Han of- land and could carry 
ficials began to ac- on home manu-
quire the Is' lands. facturc. The officials 
The "Lu Property" case ·as lil:ed it b-ccause rents were 
typical. higher and, freed from the 

In Shuihsi 20 years ago the necessity of daily - supervision , 
biggest landlord was Lu Ya- they could live in the towns as 
shan , a local "T'u Mu." The absentee landlords. Nowhere 
warlord ruling Kweichow, Chow was rent paid in currency. 
H si-chcng, wanted Lu's property With such primitive modes of 
so he encouraged the local Han production, the people's lives are 
landlords to foment trollble with very poor The Pichich district 
Lu and then arrested both father i.> the poorest in Kweichow. We 
and son. _ were there in December. It was 

L · b ht I ti:t very cold but cotton was short, 
u_ roug a . arge quan Y_ and we saw manyQtked boys 

of silver to Kweichow for ran- . th t t 'V~ · f d 
som, but committed suicide in m e s rec s. r am 00 

· ·1 d h" I d fi t d was taro and no~ of the Ja1 an 1s an was con sea e · t · f 
b Ch H · h h Id ·t seven represen at1ves rom 

Y ow si-c eng, w 0 ~o 1 Waining who came to a...meeting 
~o Han landlords at a third of had cn(lugh food to last through 
1~s value. He collected 400,000 the year. • · 
s1h;er doll~rs from .the sale of Many Is and other nationals 
Lu s land m one hsien. died in the conflicts carried out 

Corrupt "T'u Mu" 
Another reason why the "T'u 

Mu" sold their land was their 
own corruption and Jives of 
luxury. They could exploit 
their slaves only to a certain 
level, and as their expenses in­
creased they were forced to sell. 
Under Han influence, rents in 
some districts beg11n to be col­
lected in kind, rather than in 
free_ labor. In some areas rents 
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among the upper classes of 
various nationaliti<'s. The Is in 
Sln1ihs i are the nearest to ex­
tinction. If the people had not 
overthrown the reactionary KMT 
rule and cleared a\~Y the bam:J.. 
its after liberation, the I s ·of 
Kweichow would be further on 
the way to extinction. Now, 
rer. t~ in free labor and the ex­
action of sums of money have 
been almost abolished, while the 
bandit "T'u Mu" have been 
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cleared out and the other "T'u 
Mu" have begun to lower their 
rent~. 

• • • 
Lesser Minorities 
IN addition to the three main 

national minorities, Miao, 
Chung- and I. whose numbers 
arc considerable, and others like 
the Shui (200,000 people), Tung 
(200,000) and Hui (100,000), 
there arc st ill more than 20 
groups in Kweichow under 
different names, totaling rough­
ly 100,000 people. These people 
arc scattered over different areas 
in groups of a few thousand to 
10,000 or 20,000. <' 

Bl'forc the Miaos and Chungs 
moved into these areas there 
were already people living in 
mountainous Kweichow. The 
~ode(y of these people' probably 
was more primitive than that 
of the incoming nationalities. 

When the Hans expanded 
their influence f.i:om central 
China southward, the Minos and 
Chungs of the plains were forced 
into the mountains and dashed 
with the 
original "')Jeo­
ple living 
there. 0 n e 
pushed an­
other and he 
pushed the 
next. Who-
ever was 
strong est 
stood firm, 
the ·o the · 
moving fur-
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ther into the mountains. Thus, 
on one hand the different na­
tionalities fu sed, and on the 
other hand they were diffused. 

After a long period of separa­
tion they developed their own 
apecial characteristics, the 
language was altered and their 
names were changed so that 
later they did not recognize each 
other. Thus many different 
nationalities fused together to 
become one group, ancf later this 
group separated during conflict 
and mixed with other groups. 
Through such a process the na­
tional conditions became more 
and more confused. 

They can be divided into two 
groups: 1) The original native 
people of Kweichow who, after 
the coming of other stronger 
nationalities like the Miao, 
Chung or Han, were forced to 
divide into many small groups 
and were thus scattered. 2) 
The mixed people of different 
nationalities (including the Han 
natio]lality) who have been given 
up by their mother nationalities. 

With such small numbers and 
living among othe'r nationals, 

they could be 
bullied and 
cheated by 
anyone. Some 
of these 
people lived 
high in the 
mount a ins 
and worked· 
very hard. 
They dared 
not come­
down so they 

61 



lived apart and very primi-
tively. Their language also 
was not uniform because 
they were scattered over many 
different areas and had no con­
tact with each other. Those 

-who mixed with other nationals 
and whose economy depended 
entirely upon other nationals 
forgot how to speak their o""1 
language and onl_y a few very 
old people still remembef their 
original tongue. 

We ~isited one of these groups, 
the Ketous, of Huangping, who 
have long sufferQd oppression 
from the Miaos, living on the 
most primitive level as ·tenant 
farmers or coolies. Numbering 
about 5,000 persons, the Ketous 
live in 25 villages surrounded 
by Miaos. 

They still keep the an 
system, ruled by the head of 
the clan. They are feudal have 
private property and als~ rent 
land from others. Every vill­
age has its clan chieftain, under 
whom are two vice-heads and the 
heads of each family. The clan 
organization is based on blood 
relationship, the chieftains man­
aging all domestic matters in­
cluding inheritance, mar;iage 
and sacrifice. 

Marriage Disputes 
Their marriage system differs 

from that of the Miaos. Parents 
decide their children's engage­
ments when the latter are only 
a few months or years old, or 
even before birth. This is called 

· "Pei Tai Ch'in." The boys are 
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married at 20 and the girls at 
16. They also have a custom 
similar to the Miao's "Yao Ma 
Long," but this is probably a 
Miao influence. The Ketou's re­
ligion is ancestor worship, which 
supports the parents' power. 

As the Ketous speak almost 
the same language as the Miaos 
it was formerly thought the~ 
were of Miao stock. But such 
small groups are greatly atfected 
by a surrounding stronger cul­
ture, so here language alor.e is 
not enough to determine 
nationality. Other authorities 
have said that they are descend­
ants of the Liaos. The Ketous 
themselves firmly deny any re­
lationship to the Miaos. At 
present, this puzzle cannot be 
answered. 

Anotner group, widely spread 
throug:,h Yunnan, Kwangsi, 
Kweich'ow and west Hunan is the 
Kelaos, clearly of vgry old stock. 
The Miaos and Chungs admit 
that the Kelaos are older than 
they. The Kclaos live in even 
poorer conditions that the 
Ketous; they have lost their 
special national characteristics 
and oppression has been killing 
them off rapidly. 

Some reliable sources say that 
the Liaos are the ancest'O'rs of 
the Kelao. The paos were im­
portant in the Southwest in the 
past. Believed to have arisen 
along the Szechuen-Shensi 
border, they moved southward 
in the 5th century B.C., · arriv­
ing in Kweichow and Kwangsi 
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in the Han Dynasty. T'ang 
Dynasty records show them in 
Yunnan, and in the___ Sung 
Dynasty there were traces of 
the Liaos from the Southwest 
to the seacoast. After the Yuan 
Dynasty there are fewer records. 
Probably the Liaos were dying 
out then. 

At present the Kelaos in 
Kweichow number only a few 
thousand, most of whom have 

/ 
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been absorbed by other national­
ities. 

• • • 
THE people "()f these small 

groups must be taken care 
of and given assistance, other­
wise they will die off completely. 
All the nationalities should un­
ite to assist the people of the 
early nationalities whose popula­
tion is very small and who have 
suffered greatly. 
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r--------------
POW's in North. Korea 

Pictures on these pages shozv various aspects of life 
in the POW camps for "UN" war prisnners in Korea. 
Photos surh as these are an effective answer to General 
Ridgway's · already discredited charge of "atrocities" 
against POW's. 

Below: Major Paul V. Liles (ad:'isor to 6th Division of · 
the South Korean Army) who i14pre.ident of the US·British War 
Priaonera' Peace Organization, delivers a report at a general 
meeting. , 

Upper left: Ronald ·A. Cocks (8th Hussars, 29th Brigade 
of the British Army) , vice-presidLnt of the Organization. 

Lower left : Plenary meeting of the Central Committee. • 
Sp a lt • is John P. Porter (M / Sgt. m US Army), a member of 
the Central Committee. 





Top left: As cold Korean winter approached, POW's were iuued 
cotton padded uniform~ cap1 and glove1 like those worn by the 
Chineae Volunteers. 

Bollom left: Com·alescent POW's and Chinese volunteer medical 
workers sit around a portable phonograph and a pile of applet 
at an evening gathering in p POW camp hospital. 

/ 



/ Tb.anicsgjving in a Pow Camp ] 

" W E are treated as friends, 
not as enemies," is a com­

mon expression of American 
prisoners of war in Korea. 
Whj.le the American military 

command manufactures "atroc­
ity'' stories, the POW's them­
selves--many prisoners for more 
than a year-have been ttest­
ing to their good treatment in 
hundreds and thousands of let­
ters home, r adio broadcasts and 
joint statements issued to the 
press. 

Typical of such reports is the 
following description of the 
Thanksgiving Day observance in 
one POW camp, written by Cor­
poral James A. Kippke (RA 
13272621) , and carried by the 
Hsinhua news agency on Decem­
ber 16: 

"Thanksgiving to me has al­
ways been a day to be thankful 
for things that we had. Many 
may ask, 'What i,,s,.there for you 
to be thankful for now, a POW, 
7,000 miles from home?' 

"There is much to be thank­
ful for. I am thankful to the 
Chinese volunteers that I am 
still alive and in good health. 

"Our cooks, who consist of five 
Americans, one British, om 
Filipino and two Chinese, cook­
ed us a very good meal on 
Thanksgiving. It consisted of 
chicken, pork,' buns, sugar 
peanuts, salad, soup and very 
tasty wine. The cooks took 
great pains to make it one of 
the best meals we ever had, and 
it was. 

" We were divided into groups 
of eight men. For eight men 
there was a whole chicken, a 
bottle of wine, a big pan of 
soup, a bowl of salad, sugar 
peanuts and pork, and as many 
buns as we could eat. 

"This has been the first 
Thanksgiving celebration for 
many of the British soldiers. 
After t!Jey fini shed eating, I 
asked Ja~s Dabbs, 'Well, what 
do you think of Thauksgiving?' 
He replied with a smile, 'Too 
bad it doesn't come every day.' 

"These British have much to 
be grateful for. They are grate­
ful to the Chinese volunteers for 
celebrating their first Thanks­
giving. Back in England, they 
don't have so much meat in one 
meal, for in England meat is 
rationed. 

I also am thankful that they 
have given me a chance to learn 
th (l truth about things that have 
been held back from me in the 
past:. . . . Let me tell you some 
of the reasons why I am thank­
ful for this celebration. 

"I, too, have much to be 
thankful for. For my "' last 
Thanksgiving was spent on the 
front lines. That is why as I 
was enjoying this Thanksgiving. 
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I thought of the many who were 
still on the front lines and could 
not celebrate Thanksgiving. I 
thought of the many who were 
dying and lying in foxholes on 
the front lines. And for what? 
They do not know, just as I did 
not know a year ago. 

" We had freedom to go where 
we pleased. The town outside 
of the camp was open to us. A 
good old American game of foot­
ball was played. It was very 
exciting, although both sides 
failed to score. A game of soccer 
was played by the British. A 
movie was shown, and after­
wards recordings of classical 
music were played. 

"'Church services were held 
for both Catholics and Protest­
ants. I bci.ng a Protestant at­
tended the Protestant services. 
At lhe se rvice everyone- prayed 
and thanked God. Sergeant 
Richi e Arte. ni gave the Catholic 
services, and Sergea)lt Davis 
the Protestant services. A few 
hymn were sung. Everyone was 
sincere and all 'these things 
made us feel at home here. 

• • • 
"QN Thanksgiving night a 

party, prepared in advance 
by some of the men from the 
company, was held. Leonard 
Leak, one of the British mem­
bers of our company, prepared 
the entertainment~ The party 
was held in town so that there 
would be room enough for 
everyone. Here at the comp:iny 
th!'fe is no place bi~gh f .r 
all of us to gather at one ti::.J 
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for a party. 
"At the party we got packs 

of cigarettes, pears, peanuts, ap­
ples and tea. There were many 
Chinese volunteers as goests and 
there was a 'variety of enter­
tainn'ent such as games, jokes, 
dances, songs as well as some 
playing of a Chinese and Amer­
ican violin. 

"There were many songs sung 
- Spanish, American and Chin­
ese. Many of the Chinese 
volunteers participated. Even 
our company commander sang 
a song for us. Some of the 
Chinese volunteers sang a part 
of an opera, 'The White-Haired 
Girl.' 

"Everyone at the party was 
cheerful and friendly. Here it 
was not POW and guard; here it 
was all friends, all were happy 
and gay. Here troubles were 
for~otten , everyone was there 
for a good time and a good time 
was had by all. The party last­
ed about five hours and if our 
attention was not called to the 
time, it probably would have 
lasted five more. 

"After the party one could 
hear many remarks. Remarks 
such as Morrison from Burling­
ton, Iowa made when he said, 
'Best Thanksgiving I ever had.' 
Copeland remarked, 'This is 
better than the Thanksgiving I 
had at home.' Chapman said, 
'That was a damn good party.' 
Schnur, who is from San Fran­
cisco, said, 'Who w:: .. ild thin 
that we're POW's, being treat­
c'.I like this? Folks back home 
would neve1· believe it.' AnoUter 
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POW from Pennsylvania re­
marked, 'If Christmas is half 
as good as_ this I'll be happy.' 

• • • 

meant a great deal to most of 
us. 

"This Thanksgiving is one I 
shall ne!er forget as long as 'J HAVE d ed h I live, for being a POW I never won er w ere most 

of us would have spent this expected this Thanksgiving to 
Thanks&"iving had we not been be as wonderful as it was. 
liberated by the Chinese volun- There are many more who feel 

. tt!ers. In a foxhole shivering the same as I do. One of the 
from cold, or would I have been things it has taught me is more 
dead? I have been and always respect for the Chinese volun­
will be grateful to the Chinese teers. Respect for their friend. 
volunteers for my liberation and ship and unselfishness. Respect 
celebration of, this Thanksgiving. that shall never die. 

"The celebration came as ur- "Not only have they given us 
prise to most of us. It was the a wonderful celebration this 
Chinese volunteers who sug&-est- Thanksgiving but they have 
ed the celebration. They were helped us to plan a celebration 
the ones who planned the big for Christmas which will be even 
meal that we had and the party. better. This is hard to imagine 
No one.. ever thou&-ht that for we all had such a wonder­
Thanksgiving would be cele- ful time on Thanksgiving. Can 
brated, for this day only meant this be 11.eople who are supposed 

,,.something to American PO W's. to be ou1· enemies? An enemy 
The Chinese do not celebrate it, would not treat us like this. 
the British do not celebrate i~ . "They are our friends and 
yet it was celebrated by all this shall remain so as long as we 
year. All th is was done for us are in th class of the common 
because they knew that this day people." 

Change .. in POW's Outlook 
WHEN the American and 

Bri tish prisoners first ar­
rived at our camp they were in 
not too bad '!>pirits, considering 
the fact that they had just been 
defea ted in battle. Their relief 
at bei ng given good treatment, 
at disco\·ering that all the tales 
of Korean and . Chinese atroci­
ties against prisoners of war 
fed them by their commanders 
were false, was quite evident. 

However, as full r ealization 
that they were prisoners of war 
and in all probability would 
have to it the war out in intern­
ment sunk in, many tended to 
become moody and moro~e. 
Their conversation and thoughts 
turned more and more. to home, 
speculation as to when they 
cvuld go home, what they would 
do first when they got home. 

Such though ts bec!U'fie almost 
an obsession with some. In 
fact, we had one or two mental 
cases in our hospital in which 
the patients would s imply re­
pea l the word "hume" endless 
numbers of times, or, as did one 
such case, insist that the war 
was OYCr and that we should 
send hill) home. "' 

Food Fixations 
Some devel oped fixations in 

regard to food. Whenever we 
had a new dish which was parti­
cularly tasty, such as mooncakes 
or steamed bread, t would 
pull out their noteboo . s and 
demand the Tee\~. Otliers kept 
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lists of all the delicacies which 
they could remember havin&­
eaten in the past, with the in­
tention of sending them home 
ahead of their arrival so their 
famili es could prepare a feast 
to suit them. 

Unhealthy Attitude 
One medical captain showed 

me hi s li st which consisted of 
13 separate items-all cookies, 
cakes, fudges and such. 

Of course such a state of 
mind is very unhealthy. " Home," 
instead of being a comfort and 
solace to them in their period 
of captivity, had become a ment­
al burden to them. In a way, 
this was a revolt against the 
reality of their life. So long as 
they spent their time in con­
stant dreaming of home, . they 
became more and more of a 
problem. Many thus obsessed, 
aespite their constant ta!~ about 
food, actually lost their ap­
petites. 

We obviously had a problem 
on our hands which required a 
quick and effective solution. This 
fi rst real improvement in camp 
morale-not only for the day­
dr~amers but for the whole 
POW group--came early in the 
s.ummer when they were issoed 
ne....- uniforms from head to foot 
-caps, -jackets, pants, shoes, 
bedding, towels, and !!O on. 

The change was 1·emarkable. 
They no long.er looked litri! the 
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rag-taggle end of a demoralized 
army half in and half out of 
uniform. In fact, t hey looked 
ve1·y much like our own work­
ing cadres. There was no more 
scratching among them since 
they were deloused at the same 
time. 

en ti re street. 
Whenever our cultural or 

ci nema troupes come around, we 
always invite the POW's. 

These a ctivities, plus lots of 
reading, discussions among 
themselves and wi~h our cadres 
on various topics, acted like a 
tonic. Even those most inclined 
toward day-dreaming perked up 
considerably and showed fewer 
and fewer signs of bei ng 
CJbscssed with thoughts of home. 

Our next move in the cam­
paign to re~torc their self­
respect was to provide suitable 
facilities ancf opportun iLicH for 
recreation and amusement. 
Mu ical ins truments, books, 
magazi nes, newspapers , and 
sporting equipment were bought 
for them. These things brought 
an immediate improvement. 

They .have volleyball; basket­
ba ll and soccer footba ll matches 
regularly, 11 ·ually between teams 
made up of themsPlvcs, bu t 
sometiml•s 11gain~t teams made 
up of our cadres. In the after­
noons and on Sundays shouts 
and. yells echo up a nd down the 

~ '-

Think of Home 
IJ owcvcr, "home," so much 

a part of us s ince we were 
born, is not something to 
be forgotten. In the evening 

some of the POW's play "Home, 
Sweet Home," usually with· one 
of th e harmonicas we got fo r 
them, and the soldiers cluster 
all around, swayi ng in uni3u'l 
and humming an accompani­
ment. 

+-

Left: Basketball 
game at one of 
the POW camps in 
Korea. 

* 
-+ 

POW's in 
one of the pris ­
oner-of-war camps 
Jn Korea celebrat­
ing the organiza­
t ion of their Peace 
Committee. 

']he change in the general at ­
titude of the prisoners is shown 
qu ite sharply when the time 
.comes to write letters home. 
Thi s is theit· strongest moment. 
One GI who showed me his let­
ter st~l'tcd right off: "Don't 
c le~t Truman, Dad." Another 
cautioned hi s wife, " Bo careful 
with your vote, darling." 

I asked a few what they were 
going to do when .they got hom~; 
.. Will you stay m the army, 
I asked. One cut the air angr ily 
with his hand and retor ted, " I 
was fi nished with the arm y long 
ago." Anothet-, a dt·aftce, ~e­
clurcd, "If I should ever receive 
an othe r one of those let ters from 
thl' ['res ident, 1' 11 dam n well tea r 
it up a nd tell th em to go ahead 
and 1iut me in jail." 

One theme which runs 
throull'h a ll the letters which tho 
Gl's have sho\\'n me is "peace 
and home." They now realize 
that these two thi ngs ~o to­
gether. They need peace in 

ordet· Lo get home and will con­
tinue to need it if they are to 
stay home once they have got 
there. 

, 
Letters Home 

Kobashi, writing to his wife, 
Mrs. Loui se Kobashi , said, 
" ... I am feeling fine, am put­
ting on weight and getting 
plenty of wholesome food- pork, 
beef, rice, bread, potatoes, sugar. 
Tobacco is not sca t·ce, ei ther .. · 
The only thing you can really 
do is keep yom- spirits up, te ll 
the news to everyone that we 
want peace and not war. I'm 
on my way home if this '~ill 
come about Loui se. The Chin­
ese arc ve;·y good and lenient 
with us. We don't have to 
work and we get recreation 
with plenty of equipment .. . " 

Pegler, tp hi s wife, Mrs .. J. 
Pegler, ". . . and j~st hop1~g 
and praying that this war will 
soon he over, my lover ... The 

PV's arc looking after us very 



well, my love, and do all they 
c~n for us in every respect po11-
s1ble and are just as keen for 
this war to end as we are and 
I only hope the peace talks come 
to some good. . . I hope every­
one .a t home is v~ting for peace." 

Bin Holberton to -Mrs. Juanita 
Holberton, " .. . I know it won't 
be long before we have peace. 
Anyway, Juanita, whatever 
happens, - support any peace 
action or movement that comes 
your way. I'm sure everyone 
at home feels the same way. 

"You need not worry a~out 
my health or well-being, Nita! 
The Chinese treat us very, very 
well. We get pork, beef, pota­
toes, greens and most of our 
normal home diet. Our cloth­
ing is good and warm and the 
Chinese themselves are more 
like friends than captors." 

John Henry wrote to his 
father, Joseph Nelson, ". . . I 
hope that you are doing you 
part along with the other people 
at home to bring this war to 
an end." 

Charlie, to his mother, Mrs. 
C. 0 . Brooks, ". . . I will be 
home a s soon as this stuff ends 
over here. Everybody is hoping 
that General Ridgway will hurry 
up abd get this peace treaty 
si~ed." 
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While life in a prisoner-~f-war 
camp perforce leaves much to 
be des ired, the "'1St majority 
of the Ame1·ican, British and 
other "UN" POW's haYe adjust. 
ed themselves quite well and are 
putting their time to good use. 
As mentioned before, they keep 
up their spirits through a vigor­
ous athletic program which 
they have themselves organized. 
Many are also settling down to 
a serious study of current 
affa irs, rapidly consumi ng all 
the books, newspapers and 
magazines which we have been 
able to supply them. 

Discussion Sessions 
They follow the general de­

velopment of world affairs, as 
well as the Korean armistic(' 
talks, closely and hold lengthy 
discussions and debates among 
themselves. They frequently in­
vite our working cadres to at­
tend their di sc ussions and a sk 
them many questions about 
C~ina, the viet Union and the 
new democracies of EtJ..rope. 

Their level of political con­
sciousness js rising steadily and 
undoubtedly they will constitute 
a real force for peace when they 
return to their homes. 

- LEE YUNG-YUAN 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

US Delays Armistice 
WHILE Ridgway continued to refu 8e repeated offers and com­

promises for an armistice proposed Ly the Koreans and the 
Chinese volunteers even his own troops could ~ee who wanted 

•peace and who didn't. -
A worried di spatch from the N1•11• Y ork Ti111cs correspondent 

in Korea on November 11 revealed that "recent developments in 
!ht• negotiations at Panmunj on fo r an armistice in the Korean 
\\'ar have convinced some troops on the fighting front that their 
own commanders, for reasons unknown to th e troops, are throwing 
up blocks against an agreement." 

The same conespondrnt. stated that the "Communist nego­
tiators" have been "recast" in the "role of peace-seekers." 
Desc ribing visits to three major US units and two smaller ou.tfits 
the Times man reported "the same question usually came up: 
' \\'hy don't \\'e want a cease-fire now?' ... an apparently in­
creasing number of them (troops ) see the s ituation right now 
is that the Communists have made important concessions, while 
the United Nations Command , as they view it, continues to make 
more and more demands . . . In most of the gatherings observed, 
the U ni ted Nations truce team has created the impression that 
it switches its stan<f'whenever the Communists indicate they might 
go along with it." 

Bemoaning "United Nations" i11consistent conduct at the 
cease-fire meetings, the same correspondent' points out t hat this 
plus "a considerable sprinkling of revelations from the Communist 
sid~isclosures that subsequently have be<:>n confirmed by United 
Nations spokesmen- have helped to cause the confusion and 
doubts among the Alli ed troops and helped to develop a reluctant 
re~ pect. for the enemy's conduct at th e ceaRe-fire talks." 

• • • 
ALTHOUGH the New Yorlc Tim es was not sayi ng so, one of 

the chief causes for official American maneuveri ng in Korea 
cou ld be found in its own columns-on the financial page. 

On November 23, a headline r ead: "Korea Truce Plan Hits 
Grai n Pri ces." 

On November 24, the T'iru es 1•eported: "The improved pro­
spects for a truce in Korea brqught generally lower prices in 
cum modity future ~ets here .... " 

Ori Nove~1 er 25, the Associat ed Press canied a sto ry stating 
"Negotiatio~s .oi· a cease-fire in Korea dominated the sto~k ma1:ket 
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this past week as prices slid lower . . . Brokers insisted that 
an actual agreement on a Korean cease-fire would be likely to 
unsettle the stock market . . • . for psychological r easons like a 
fear in Wall Street that t he nation's economy might be jolted by 
a change of peace in the defense program." 

• • • 
THE guerilla movement in South Korea continues to spread. 

A report in the North Korean paper Nodong Sinmun from its 
correspondent in guerilla territory revealed that more than 
170,000 guerillas had taken part in 1,200 battles during September 
and October alone. 

The guerillas have captured not only rifles but also light and 
heavy machine-guns, mortars, guns of various calibre and motor 
vehicles. This has enabled them to conduct mobile operations 
even in the daytimeythe repcfrt stated. 

It was also reported that the population of South Korea 
"rendtrs all-out aid to the guerillas, replenishes the guerilla 
detachments and supplies them with food, clothing [etc.]" 

r 
US STALLS ON POW LIST 

JUST how the Americans have delibera tely stalled in the Korean 
arniistice negotiations was once again dearly brought out in the 

issue they raised over the exchange of prisoner of war lists. 
Since November 27 the Americans repeatedly stated they could not 

continue discussions without an exchange of POW data, and declared 
that they had fuH data on Korean and Chinese prisoners ready. 

On l}ecember 18, the Koreans and Chinese anded over a list of 
all prisoners held by them and received a list from the Americans. The 
list given to the Americans contained the names of South _ Korean, 
American, British, Turkish, Philipine, French, Australian, South 
African, Canadian, Greek and Out~ prisoners Also Included were 
three Japanese POW's. The Koreans and Chinese gave full details 
such. as name, army serial number, unit, rank and POW camp. The 
names of the POW's were given in their own language. 

The data handed ~ver by the Americans contained only the Eng­
lish transliterations of "so-called POW's and serial numbers made up 
by the Americans themselves," according to a Hsinhua correspondent 
in Kaesong. The news agency's same correspondent pointed out that 
this kind of information was almost entirely valueless because iden­
trtication is hardly possible on the basis of English tra~ . 
literati0 n of Korea n and Chinese names alone. 

By December 19 the American delegates to the talks stated that 
name lists of their prisoners in the Ko_rean and Chinese languages 
would be handed over by D ecember 25, and that much more time would 
be needed. to give the Koreans and Chinese the ranks and units of the 
POW's in their hands. ' 
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Alarm Over Malaya 
GROWIN G alarm over the increasing momentum o.f the Malayan 

people's liberation struggle has been shown by both British 
officialdom and the press. Churchill's Colonial Secretary Oliver 
Lyttelton's late November trip to Malaya was the gignal for a 
series of st atements which reflected the 'Clark pessimism felt over 
the Malayan situation. 

Lyttelton's visit came nt the time of the abandonment of the 
much publicized Briggs Plan, which was inaugurated in the 
summer of 1950 and gua ranteed lo do away with "Communist 
bandits" in Malaya. Nineteen months later General Briggs hns 
been retired and succeeded by General Robert Lockhart as Director 
of Operations. 

Commented the Sing-apore Straits T innes in an editoral, "We 
arc worse off than when we began." lT P reporti ng from Singa­
pore on November 22 sa id that "although it has never been 
officially admitted it is clear that the Briggs Plan has not achieved 
the result for which it w'as launched." 

The Times of London, always close to the Foreign Office, 
reflected growing official concern over Malaya. The Times want:; 
the military in Malaya to have more power. Editorially it slated: 
"A series of specta<:ular ouh·ages has begun io threaten the 
bas ic economy of Malaya at a time when its dollar earning power 
is vitally important to the entire area . . . The time has COT)le 
when the soldiers must have the final word so that the civil 
authorities act 'in aid of ·the military' and no longer the other 
way "round." / · 

The Malaya correspondent of the Financial Times reported 
that whole districts where British rubber plantations are located 
are now under the control of the Malayan People's Liberation 
Army, which receives material assigtance from the population, and 
from the plantation workers in particular. 

• • • 
THE gloomy prospect before the Briti sh in Malaya has resulted 

in an outcry for more troops. for the colony. Jus t before 
Lyttelton· arrived on hi s Malaya trip, the S ·ingavorc Tim es , a.fter 
the "blackest of black weeks" in. fighting "Red guerillas," 
editorially called for the transfer of Briti sh Commonwealth troops 
from Korea to Malaya. ,The paper said that the 25,000 British, 
Canadian, Austra lian and New Zealand troops now on the battle­
front north of Seoul were needed to fight uprisings in Malaya. 

Meanwhile the British were . continuing their policy of 
"clearing" villagcs.--R~utcr l'eported on November 12 that 
villagers of Bukit hangga ng, in south Selangor, w·ere ordered tby 
the British t~ruate the town after the government charg~d 
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them with supporting guerillas in the jungle behind the settlement. 
Reuter reported that five days before 2,000 viilagers at Tras 
Pahang, which hanbored the "gang that killed High Commissioner 
Sir Henry Gurney" were arrested and moved into detention camps. 

While the British felt their grip on Malaya weakening, their 
American "allies" were showing a great interest in Mal~yan tin. 
The Times of London on November 16, in a dispatch from Kuala 
Lumpur, revealed that "a US mi-ssion has completed its tour of 
the tin mines and smelting works and is now going to Singapore 
where its members will investigate marketing agreements before 
returning to Washington." 

Indians Talk Back , 
R ECENTLY arrived US Ambassador to India Chester Bowles 

received a first-hand example of Indian reaction to Washing­
ton's foreign policy. Bowles' trip to Calcutta University to address 
the students on the benefi ts of "the American way" and American 
"democracy" was the signal for an anti-imperialist demonstra­
tion, according to reports in the newspapers Tim es of India and 
Swadhinata. 

Swadhinala reported that Bowles' cold reception was high­
lighted by the remarks made by students exposing American policy 
in Asia. Every remark of this kine! brought forth wide applause 
from the students. "The vague replies of Bowles were inter­
rupted by exclamations: 'S1tame!' 'Lies!'" 

Some of the questions Bowles was confronted with were: 
Why doesn't the US government reco~ize the new Chine8e 
government? Why does the US set up pu!)pet regimes in South­
east Asia and supply them with arms? Why does the US oppose 
the liberation movement in those countries? Why doeS- the US 
rover the whole world with a network of .military bases? 

The university was finally compelled to interrupt Bowles' 
speech, and the ' Ambassador eventually left llJy the back door, 
reported Swadhinata 

Following this, the students held an anti-imperialist de­
monstration. They carried placards calling for " Hands off Asia!" 
"Down with American imperialisn: !" "US 'aicl' means crimes, 
i11sati able greed and murders!" 

• • • 
T HE end of 1951 saw India faced with the prospect of 

famine. By mid-November, draug ht had already affected a 
300-mile belt north from Bombay, in south Punjab, resulting in 
food and fodder scarcity in Rahas, Gujerat, Sqrahta and areas of 
the Punjab bordering Delhi. 
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According tOi .UP di~patch from New Delhi, "Pandit Nehru's 
dream of self-sufficiency m food by 1951 remains as dis tant as 
ever and according to rel_iable estimates at least 5,000,000 tons oJ' 
food would have to be imported next year (1952) to stave off 
famine." 

Estimates for 1952 indicate, against consumption of more than 
10,0_00,000 tons, only a little over 3,000,000 tons domestically 
ava1l a?le. The bulk of the balance must be secured from foreign 
coun tries. 

l.: P also reported that the shortage of rainfall in ovember 
hacl caused a water scarcity in the dry •belt and " if there is Tio 
iain and crops are not grown or wither, the resultant unemploy­
ment will also add to India's and the state governments' financial 
and economic problem~." 

Japanese Oppose Rearming 
Q PPO ITION to Japanese rearmament on the part of the 

Japanese peopl~ is growing, according to Tokyo reports. On 
November 22, United Press reporte,. t hat "Ma ny important 
Jap_ane. e individuals and groups are · strongly opposed to their 
nation's rearmament . . . " 

UI''s !'~port on Uiis widespread feeling notes that "many of 
those opposing rearmament have a genuine fear that rearmament 
may lead to a revival of militarism in Japan ... many believQ 
Japan cannot. afford a modern, first-class milita1,y establishment 
and consider 1t useless to have anything but the best ... Japan's 
thi1·d-r:inking politicalAJarty, the Socialist, is strongly opposed to 
rearmament." 

However, UP found that Japanese big business was in favor 
~f i:earmament. Referring to business leaders, it reported they 
bcheve Japan can_n.ot become a first-class nation again without 

having her own military establishment." 

.At the same time, "the average man-in-the-street is njl,_t so 
anx10us to see the army revived. Jn the first place, the ;)10ung 
pc_oplc are not pleasett- with' the thought of being drafted for 
mili tary duty. In the second place, too many people remember 
the arrogant, dictatorial attitude of •the old Japanese ar my." 

.. Despite widespread opposi tion, Japan is setting up a new 
m1h~ary for~e. "Japan has a start ' toward a new army-the 
National P ol_ice Reserve . . . this organization could become a 
~ea! army without any change', and many people already consider 
~J~'e skeleton of Japan's future military organization," concluded 

A Rcutc>r' di spatch from Tokyo on Nov';mber 13 stated that 
the ational Police Reserve Corps was to be increased from 75 000 
men to 150,00!J'"-Nter the ratification of the Japanese "p~ace 
January 1952" . \.,._ _ 
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treaty," according to an announcement from the National Head­
quarters of the Police Reserve Corps. 

• • • 
I N line with American plans for the rearmi ng of Japan, more 

than 90 percent of the total number of mili tary personnel 
originally placed on the Allied purge list just after VJ-Day have 
been cleared. The number cleared totals more than 99,000. 

On November 15, UP reported that the Japanese gove rnment 
is going ahead with plans to review the sentences of Japanese war 
criminals. At the same time, the Japanese paper A sahi Shimbun 
said that Attorney-general Takeo Oha hi told the House of 
Representatives "the Japanese government ... must study fully 
the circumstances of the (war crimes) trials, make use of it.s 
po" l' r of recommendation a~d endeavor to free quickly as many 
persons as po sible." 

An Agence France Presse story from Tokyo on December 3 
stated t hat depurged Japanese army officers with the rank of 
colonel and major were to undergo a "reorientation training" 
course. They were the second batch of such officers to be 
"reorientated." 

"" Pentagon Problems 
D ISCUSS! G the differences between the State and De-

. fense Departments over authority to be retain ed in Japan 
after the ratification of tlte--Japanese "peace treaty," New 
York T imes Washington correspondent James Reston men­

tions a few vital matters. 
According to Rest.on, "The Pentagon •ould like to keep 

most of its buildings, its hotels, its golf course. l l_ would 
also like to retain legal jurisdiction over its personnel at 
all times and, of course, it is concerved to see that the 
Army post exchanges are well supplied with everything 
f~m American golf balls to liquor, tax free. 

"The State Department recognizes that the Army has 
an argument on all these points, but in the political field 
the U& has made a great play with the t heme that it was 
restoring Japan's independence . " 

Referring to the mid-November Tokyo talks between 
Assistant-secretary of State Rusk and General Ridgway, 
.Heston said: "Mr. Rusk will talk with General Ridgway­
about trying to work out a compromise that will avoid sus­
picion that the US is clamping a phony independence on 
Japan while at the same time preserving the faci lities 
essential to the US military command. " 
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Indian Impressions 
PhiHp Matthews 

T HE traveler does not have 
to spend long in India to 

di scover that it has many faults. 
Stories of graft and corruption 
are commonplace, ineffici ency is 
freq uently met with, ·poverty 
and squa lor is evident on every 
side. But th ose who see only 
thest> things, mi ss, I feel, so me­
thing more important. Even 
those who balance the defects 
of the Indian scene with a 
love for the color , th e unceas­
ing activity, the natu (al and 
arti ~tic beauty, the wa1"TI1 hos­
pitality, which is also India­
even these miss the essential. 

New Spirit 
That essential is the n ew 

spirit .of India, the spif'it of re­
naissance. Despite the obvious 
limitat ions of the success of the 
Ind ia n revolt against British 
overlordship, the political 
change has brought an e.i.en 
greate r change in mental. out­
look. Whi le t here might be a 
tendency to overestimate the ex­
tent of the victory, there is no 
inclination to assure that all will 
be for the best now that British 
rule has been changed for Con­
gress rule; to assume that t he 
job is done and utopia has been 
achieved. Rather has apathy 
and frustratio n been replac~d 
with a dete m~n to utilize 
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the opportunity t~ change gives 
for Indians to solve India's 
prob lem ">. 

My contacts were in the main 
with middle-class groups, and it 
was among them that I found 
this attitude. Doubtless the 
vast masses of the people have 
yet to be fully aroused to a 
real awareness of the import­
ant part they can and must play 
in shaping their country's des­
tiny. 

I "·as told that the peasantry 
would prefer the return of the 
British. They had known , it 
was explained, only two rules-­
t hat of th e British and that of 
t he Congress party - and be­
cause th eir economic condi tions 
had worsened recently they 
would rather have back the Raj, 
under which conditions were 
slightly less difficult. But 
realization that the · British 
will not return to open control 
of the country will make the 
people turn forwa rd to new 
parties if Congress does not 
evqlve policies which meet with 
their wishes, a nd furthermore 
theY. cannot remain una ffected 
by the mental ferment which is 
going on in t he middle and up­
per classes, including a r ealiza­
tion of the necessity of mass 
participation-in political action. 

To the Westerner the views of 
the Indian middle-class and 
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even upper-dass are startling, 
and, if he is a Socialist, stimu­
lating. In the West the pre­
vailing attitude is one of anti­
communism. Everything is 
colored by this attitude. How­
ever desirable an action may be, 
if it is proposed by a Commun­
ist, supported by Communists, 
or has been carried out in a 
Communist country, it is sus­
p~oubU'ul if not downright 
w1cked. 

In India, by contrast, there 
is a realization of the need to 
remedy problems, particularly 
economic problems, and all pos­
sible solutions are considered 
regardless of their political im­
plications. For example I heard 
a leading member of the Con­
gress Party berate the Indian 
Communist Party, particularly 
for .its wartime policy, and in 
the same breath praise liie 
USSR for its economic achieve­
ments, and infer that Ind ia 
might find a model there. 

People's China 
I found tremendous interest 

in the changes being wrought 
in China under the leadership 
of the Chinese Comm un ist 
Party, and great admiration for, 
and friendliness toward, the 
Chinese People's Republic. And 
these feelings were shown not 
just by those who favored com­
munism generally, but by In­
dians who were strongly oppos­
ed to the Communist Party at 
home. 
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Even conservative Indians 
and Pakistanis were opposed to 
naked imperialism (though 
some were less watchful for the 
more disguised economic im­
perialism), with the result that 
they approved of Mao Tse-tung 
and Ho Chi-Minh, (rather than· 
Chiang and Bao Dai, who found 
favor with their W...estern con­
servative counterparts), and 
wanted to see the British out 
of Malaya. 

In short, ·attitudes generally 
in India are far to the left of 
those ruling in other parts of 
the British Commonwealth, and 
major economic and social 
changes appear so much the 
nearer. 

India has moved forward one 
step. Direct B.ritish rule has 
been changed for rule by I n­
dians. If thi s move is ' to mean 
only that the people exchange 
a small group of Britishers run­
ning the country for British 
benefit, ~~ a small group of 
Indian monopoly capitalists run­
ning the country in th ir inter­
ests, thep the gain to the vast 
mass of the Indians will at most 
be slight. 

But the important thing for 
outsiders to realize is that how­
ever small it may be felt the 
advance of the Indian people is 
as a result of the change of 
powe1·, this change has generat­
ed a spirit of renaissance in 
India which is demanding tha t 
economic and social ills be r e­
medied. And if Congress is so 
influenced by Indian big busi- · 
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ness that it is impossible for it 
to carry out the necessary re­
forms, then the i}eople wiil de­
mand the end of Congress rule. 
No one I met in India expected 
t hat Congress would lose the 
elections to be held in January, 
1952, but it was anticipated 
that a strong opposition of 
Left-Wing parties would result. 

To achieve the overthrow of 
the British a wide uni ty of very 
divergent elements unde r the 
leadership of the Congress Party 
was formed. Now that the pur­
pose of this union has been 
achieved, there has been a 
gradual (though lately increas­
ingly rapid) breakdown of that 
uni ty into political parties with 
the usual class basis. In the 
first general election a-l!'(ulti­
tudc of parties are contesting. 

Doubtless the next step will 
be the amalgamation of these 
parties over the ne~ few years 
until the issue becomes a 
straightforward one between 
the forces favoring capitalism 
a~e and a foreign policy 
o'ftl!l!lftated toward the United 
States and the forces determin-
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ed to promote socialism at home 
and closer relations with China 
a nd the USSR. 

For the present then, Congress 
will continue to rule in India 
(unless all forecasts are upset), 
pushed to the Left by some of 
their own elements and by the 
Leftist oppositio n, and pulled 
back to the Right by the big 
capitalist elements contributing 
to t he party funds; in foreign 
nffairs trying to keep clear of 
power blocs, but pulled toward 
the United States by economic 
pressure and pulled toward 
China by the general sympathe­
tic interest in China's success­
ful struggle against Western 
imperialism. 

Perhaps nothing will more in­
fluence both internal policy and 
foreign policy in India than 
the fortunes of China's revolu­
tion. 

The successful solution of 
China's social and economic ills 
will have a tremendous effect on 
political attitudes in India, 
where major problems are so 
similar to those which have be­
set China in the past. 



IPIN, with a population of 
100,000, is the fourth larg­

est city in Szechuen. Three 
months ago, it was made the 
capital of t he southwestern dis­
trict of the province. Many 
problems have been succ~ssful­
ly tackled si nce liberation, and 
at the First Municipal People's 
Representative Conference, the 
achievements were reported and 
new tasks were planned for the 
next six month period. 

Formerly, under the exploita­
tion of the local despots and 
landlords, the well-to-do be­
came poor, while the poor were 
driven to destitut ion and beg­
gary. Before liberation, lie 
city was full of beggars, old 
and young, men and women. 
They slept on the sidewalks at 
night, and during the day they 
infested tea shops and restaur­
ants. Custome r s r efused to sit 
at the front tables to avoid 
being molested by the hordes of 
beggars. 

After liberation , the mayor 
led the way in attacking the 
problem of beggars. A first, 
the government gave t hem 
traveling expenses to return to 
their native places and share 
in the division of land. But 
this scheme failed, because most 
of the beggars had no desire to 
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work on the land. After they 
arrived at thei r destination, they 
would claim to be from some­
where else, and then change 
their destinations a~ain . They 
beca'lle irresponsible nomads, 
traveling at public expense. 

This plan was given up, and 
a reformation center was estab­
lished at a little village four 
miles outside of !pin. All the 
beggars were sent there and 
trained to do productive work. 
The former beggars arc now 
leading self-respecting Iivf' , 
busily making bricks and ti le, 
spi nning thread, weaving cloth, 
making shoes and other u:>eful 
articles. Today, not a beggar 
can be seen on the streets of 
!pin. 

Bishop Unmasked 
A Catholic priest, who came 

to China in 1928 to "help the 
people," has be.en shown u ;;i a• 
an en~y of t he people, anr! 
has been punished. Rene Bois­
feurin worked in many distr ic '.~ , 

and in 1946 he was made the 
bishop of !pin• diocese, consist­
ing of 26 hsien. 

Through his "business 
agents," he cruelly oppressed 
the farmers; one of the agents, 
Liu Ching-ming, was executed 
for his crimes some time ago. 
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With a Catholic father, Chen 
Sze-chung, the bishop published 
reactiona ry magazines which 
slandered the government and 
the people and promoted the 
atti tude of worshipffig and fear­
ing the United States. 

-Aided KMT Agents 
The bishop also t ried to con­

ceal notorious bandits being 
hunted by the PLA. On the eve 
of liberation , in 19-19, a KMT 
special agent and his wife went 
secret ly to the West Gate 
Catholic Church, where the 
bishop hid them. Later, they 
were discovered and taken p ri ­
soner by the PLA. 

In ,July, Captai n Chen of the 
Anti-Commu nist Army was 
gfren r efuge at the church, 
an d he was also ca ptured. In 
addi tion to concealing these 
enemies of the people. the 
bisho1> concealed iH' h is chu rch 
five trunks of va lua bles belong­
ing to a notorious bandit, who 
had been shot. 

After liberation , the bishop 
pre\·ented two young students 
from volunteeri ng for the army. 
He concealed se\·e1 .. a l rifles , mili­
tary broadcastin g equipme nt, 
and other contraband, r efu s ing 
to turn them in to the authori­
ties. During la nd reform, h e 
illegall y kept back money which 
he had forced t he farmers t o 
deposit with him as a condition 
to renting land. To date, he 
has failed to return a t otal of 
¥600,000,000 in such "de­
posits." . ~ 
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Whe n t he Catholics initiated 
a reform movement, the bishop 
attempted to undermine it. In 
a notice ,,to church members 
last F ebruary, for instance, he 
said that, while the mission was 
going toward reform, for t he 
time being a ll Catholics must 
obey al l decisions of the Pope. 
Another time he ma liciously 
stated that church members 
and fatherg had been forced or 
urged by the government to 
isi;ue reform manifestoes, which 
were "sinful lies." 

All the evidence proved con­
clus ively that the bishop had 
been work ing actively , against 
the liberation of the Chinese 
people. Therefore, in accord­
ance with a petition submitted 
by the people of !pin, he was 
tried and sentenced to a two­
yea1· p rison term, to be follow­
ed by deportation from China. 

People's Conf ere nee 
In S piembcr, the First Muni­

cipal P eople's Rep rel'entative 
Conference was held, attended 
by 230 factory workers , farmers, 
merchants, educational and re­
lig ious workers, students a nd 
mem bers of minority gr oups-a 

• true cro~s-scction of the people 
of ! pin . 

!\Iayor Liu reported on the 
ma ny tasks that had been ac­
complished during the preced­
ing three months , in addition 
to the rou.tine tasks of adminis­
tration. - These included the 
distribution of rice to near­
ly 500 fami lies of so}diers- and 
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martyrs to the revolution, emer­
gency relief to 629 families, 
¥81,000,000 loaned without in­
terest to more than 1,500 poor 
families to help them get start­
ed in production, Y5,500,000 
loaned to the first cooperative 
started by soldiers' and 11\atrYl·s' 
families, the feeding an shel­
ter of widows, widowers and 
orphans, the standardization of 
weights and measures, the or­
ganization of a Labor Reform 
Group with former idler~, who 
were thus enabled to make their 
living without financial aid 
from the government, the re­
turn of nearly 200 families to 
the countryside to share i~ the 
division of land, the finding of 
work for 400 unemployed, and 
the abolition of the reactionary 
pao chia (mutual guarantee)' 
system. 

Broad Plan Adopted 

in order to safeguard the righta 
of the people. 

Economically, the plan called 
fo1· fulfillment of the taxation 
program, liquidation of confis­
cated property, and for im­
provement of the general econ­
omic situation. More vocation­
al schools will be built, and 
parks, cultural buildings and an 
athletic field will be provided. 
Of the 70 buildings planned to 
house poor families, work on 40 
has already started. 

During the conference, t he 
delegates made many proposals 
for improvement in the lives of 
the people, 61 of which were 
adopted. These included en­
couraging the .itinerant mer­
chants to travel to the borders, 
for the benefit of minority 
groups; the establishment of 
brick and cement plants; and 
the manufacture of new agri­
cultural tools for the farmers. At the same conference, a six­

month reconstruction plan, 
covering a broad field, was 
adopted. Politically, the plan 
called for a greater develop­
ment of the patriotic drive for 
increased production and dona­
tions for the armed forces, for 
a spirit of democracy, frugality 
and honesty among government 
cadres, and for continuing at­
tention to the suppression of 
counter-revolutionary elements 

We ere greatly impressed 
by the hard work and concrete 
tasks accomplished by the gov­
ernment cadres. Under the 
corruptron and inefficiency of 
the KMT regime, Ipin was 
down-at-the-heels and degraded; 
but in the short period since 
liberntion the progress made 
has encouraged us all to work 
harder. Ipin, which formerly 
retrogressed, has at last begun 
to go forward. 
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A short story by Shu Wei (>It~) 

Selling a Hen (ti II) 
Translated by Max Bickerton 

A YOUNG girl was walkin~ 

along the highroad leading 
to the Hungwuchen Fair. She 
seemed a bout 17 or l 8, and she 
wa~ carrying a white hen in her 
arms. With her was a little girl 
of about eight, bent on buying 
some cakes and seeing the fun of 
the fair. The two girls were 
sisters; the elder was called 
Kai-kai and the younger Er-er. 
They chattered away as they 
walked. 

"How much are you going to 
sell the hen for?" asked Er-er. 
· "Mother said \../were to find 

out when we got there what 
they were going for," replied 
Kai-kai. 

"When you've sold her, you've 
got to buy me some calccs," said 
Er-er. 

"Mother's given you some 
money for that already, hasn't . 
she?" replied Kai-kai, "We may . 
not sell the hen." 

They went on chatting like 
this, and before they realized it, 
they had arrived at the town. 

The market was already crowd­
ed with people. Just when they 
were thinking of sitting down 
for a rest, they suddenly heard 
a din of drums and gongs anti 
trumpets. The younger girl 
ran off to see what it was all 
ahout. 

.. • • 
I N a short time, a gaily de­

corated bridal chair, carried 
on poles by four men, passed 
Kai-kai on its way out of the 
town. Er-er came running back 
to her, and very dramatically, 
told what she had seen. 

"I felt so scared! Such a 
little girl going to be married!" 
As she spoke she opened her 
eyes wide as if she wanted to 
frighten her sister too, and 
went on quickly with her story. 
"The little girl didn't want to 
get up into the chair, so an old 
man took her up in his arms 
and pushed her in . I heard 
her crying ins¥Je." 

Kai-kai's Mart gave a jump, 
but then became quiet again. 
"If I hadn't stuck out against 
mother,'' she thought, "and 
insisted on breaking the enga~e­
ment, I might have been hke 
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that girl that's just passed. 
I might have had to be forced 
into a bridal chair too, and 
then spent all the 
rest of my life in 

however, until Kai-kai herself 
had lost her temper and cried 
"Y ' ' ou re very fond of saying 

that I'm your own 
daughter, and yet 
now You wan t to 
push me down a 
cliff. I'm not a don­
keY- w hy 00 you 
want to sell me ? No 
matter what anyone 
says, I won't go. 

misery." 

• • • 
THE name of Kai-

kai 's family was 
Pai, and it was one 
of those that had 
just been given 
land after land refo:mi. Before 
th~t they had been very poor 
eking out a living from the land 
they rented, working hard ail 
the year, and still having very 
little food and no money for 
clothPs. 

. Let whoever took 
h~s money go and live with 
him. If you try to force me 
I'll go the Delegates' Com­
mittee and s tate my case. Or 
e lse I'll go and kill myself, and 
see how you like that!" 

Therefol'e, when Kai-kai was 
10, her parents, in exchange 
for a betrothal gift of 50 
dollars. arrang-ed to sell her to 
a merchant 20 years oider than 
herself. After that t he man had 
pressed several times for the 
marriage, but because Kai-kai 
refused and even threatened to 
hang herself, nothing had been 
done about it until quite re­
cently, when Kai-k?. i had 
begged her parents to break off 
the engagement. She gave all 
kinds. of reasons for this step, 
pleading life and threatenino­
death, until her mother lost he; 
t mper, but because she was 
very fond of her daughter, she 
finally agreed, and the 50 

....-dollars was returned to the 
man. 

Kai-kai had such a will of 
her own, that her mother was 
reluctantly forced into saying 
"All right, it's up to you-yo~ 
can choose a blind man or a 
deaf man for all I ca1·e." 

Having just emerged from 
sue sea of troubles, Kai-kai 
C<' uld not help smiling inwardly 
:\·hen she. saw that weeping girl 
in the bridal chair. 

• 
EVERYONE has some secret s, 

and Kai-kai had one too. 

Her mother had not agreed, 
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She ?ad already found a boy 
she liked. He was a member 
of the committee of the Youth 
League of the village 0 of Liu­
chiakou, his name was Liu 
Tsai-sheng, and he also came 
from a poor family. 

They had first met last winter 
when 14nd reform was being 
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carried out, and he had come to 
her village several times for 
meetings. 

Th <' villagers were not ciea:· 
\\"hat had passed bet ween them, 
but it was whispered that they 
had ~ot on very well together, 
and tha t Kai -kai had made a 
tob.1r<"< • pouch fol' him. 

Bceau~e at that time, Kai­
kai 's unfortunate engagement 
had not yet been broken off, it 
made things very awkward for 
them, and no question of an 
engagement or wedding had 
been broached. Therefore they 
were• both left in a state of 
great uncertainty. 

'ow, quite recently when 
Kai-kai's engagemen-l had been 
broken off she had become very 
upset hearing the rumor that 
someone el se had proposed a 
marriage for /'.iu Tsai-sheng. 
As she had not heard anything 
directly, it was difficult for her 
to say anything, so, us ing th e 
hen as an excuse, she had come 
to the fair in the hopes of meet­
ing him. 

• .. * 

ther, "Is that hen for sale?" 
"Yes," replied Kai-kai. 
Stretching out her hand , the 

rild woman said, "Let me have 
a feel of her and see if she's a 
layer." 

"Of course she is ," put in 
Er-er quickly, "An egg a clay. 
She's a very indus trious hen." 

As the old woman felt the 
hen, it gave a few• clucks, and 
she seemed well-satis fied with 
it. She f hen asked the price. 

"Kai -kai considered for a minute 
and then said she wanted 80.00() 
dollars. When the old woman 
hea rd this she frowned and 
said, "Ai-ya-ya! You go and 
ask at the fair if there's any 
hl'n that costs 80,000 dollars. 
You haven't been to market 
very often! Why, for 80,000 
you -could buy a phoenix! I'll 
give you 30.000." 

They hargained for a while. 
ancl the old woman . who seemed 
greatly taken with the hen, 
went up to 40,000. but Kai-kai 
stuck to her 80,000 and said she 
would not let it go for less. 

AS the two sisters 
were resting at 

t.he entrance of the 
tow n, suddenly they 
heard someone behind 
them asking, "What 
village do you two 
girls come from?" 

l. f) . . ·.·.•.:··: ,~· f 

The old woman con­
tim:;ed to bargain, 
but sti ll with no re­
sult, ~nd finally the 
two sisters walked off 
with the hen . \r. ;,.~~·· 

//; .,, .. ; ·,. The two sis ters ar­
rived at the fair, and 

Looking round, they saw arr 
old w~. Without waiting 
for ocswer, she asked fur-

Januaj i9l2 -
. . . 

walked round once. 
Kai-ka i was so busy peering 
around in all directions that 
she completely fo~got she had a 
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hen to sell. Therefore, when an 
old man came up and questioned 
her about it, she did not even 
hear him. He came up closer 
and shouted, "How much is that 
hen?" 

reason, too, the attendance at 
the fair was larger than usual. 

Kai-kai took her sister round 
the fair twice, but, although 
there were so many people, she 
could not find the one she was 
looking for. Kai-kai ha~ al­
ready begun to feel a little 
anxious. Who could have im­
agined that so many people 
would want to buy a hen? 
Every few steps someone a sked 
the price. 

_When Kai-kai turned round 
to him, he continued, "My ~ife's 
been nagging at me to buy her 
a hen." 

He came up still closer to get 
a good look at it, and again 
asked the price. Kai-kai said, 
"80,000." , 

The old man stared in amaze­
ment. "'\'hat! I s there any 
hen worth 80,000? I could buy 
a sheep for that!" 

"Go and buy one, then," r e­
plied Kai-kai, "I won't sell this 
hen for less than 80,000." 

"I'll give you 30,000," said 
the old man, "If you want more 
you might as well take her 
straight home." Seeing that 
Kai-kai was still of no mind to 
sell, he gave up. 

• • • 
JT was the eighth month of the 

lunar calendar, just a few 
days before the Mid-Autumn 
Festival, and only a couple of 
weeks till the harvest. Besides 
all kinds of fruits and moou­
cakes on sale at the fair, this 
year there were more farm 
tools and implements - the 
dealers in these lines being very 
quiek to sense the mood of the 
peasants, and knowing that now 
they had all been given land, 
they would be likely to buy 
more than previously . . For this 
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At any time the street was 
very narrow, but now, with all 
sorts of stalls set out on both 
s ides, everyone was bumping 
into everyone else. 

Feeling tired with walking, 
the sisters bought some apples 
and sat down on a rock under a 
wall to rest. Er-er, remembering 
Kai-kai's behavior over the 
hen, asked her sister, "Kai-kai, 
why didn't you sell the hen?" 

• • • 
K AI-KA was not prepared 

for this question,- and, con­
fused for a moment she could 
think of -no answer, when hap­
pening to raise her head-ai-ya, 
there he was! 

Liu Tsai-sheng was walking 
hastily. When he got near 
them, Kai-kai gave a loud 
en~ug cough to attract his 
atten ion. Taking out some 
m y, she gave it to Er-er "to 
go off and buy som·e cakes. 

How could a boy and a girl 
talk secrets in the midst of all 
that hustle and bustle? S'hould 
they go out 'of the town? That 
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would make talking 
on the other hand it 
rise to gossip. 

easier, but ' 1Come closer. I've got some­
might give thing to tell you." 

ecessity is the mother of 
invention. In spite of all the 
throng of passing people, there 
was a way. Kai-kai' eyes were 
fix ed on the boy as he approach­
ed. Ile was looking aro~nd 
him and seemed to be feeling 
a~ if the eyes of all the passers­
by were on the tw'o of them. 
Kai-k11i's heart went pit-a-pat. 
She gazed at him, for a while, 
unable to think what to say, 
and then began to speak about 
the hen. 

h ?" "Do you want to buy. a ei: · 
she asked him in a loud voice, 
and then continued in a whisper, 

Liu Tsai-sheng obeyed, and 
sairl in a loud voice, "Is this 
hen for sale?" 

Kai-kai also in a loud voice 
replied, "Yes it is," and then in 
a whisper, "Why are you so 
late?" 

"Is she an old hen?" he asked 
in hi s loud voice, and then in a 
whisper "I'm going off to join 

' d ,, the army in four or five ays. 
"No, she's a very good layer," 

replied Kai-kai in her loud 
voice, and then in a whisper, 
"I heard something about you 
getting married! And I've 
broken off my engagement." 

"There's been nothing de­
finite," he whispered back, ~nd 
then covered it by saying 
loudly, "How much do you want 
for her?" . 

"Eighty thousand," replied 
the girl loudly, and then, look­
ing round boldly on all s ides, 
and finding that none of the 
passers-by were taking any 
notice of them, she continued 
with a mixture of courage and 
caution "I broke off that en-, 
gageme'nt and I've been waiting 
:(or you." 

As soon as she had said these 
wBrds, she blushed for shame, 
and her cheeks became as red as 
the apples lying on the rock, 
but still she added , "You'd 
better go home and send a go­
betwecn to my place." 

L iu Tsai-sheng, his heart full 
V. s~· Tai Tieh-lang of gladness, gave a little gnmt dlagc e -
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of pleasure, but then said, "But 
now I'm gQing to join the army 
-there's no time. Let's wait 
till I come back." 

There was nothing for Kai. 
kai to do . but to accept the 
money. Her eyes followed him 
in farewell, and then happening 
to glance around, she saw 
standing at the s ide, the sam~ 
old woman and th e same old 
man who had wanted to bu y the 
hen. They were talking to­
gether excitedly but she could 

"How do you mean there's no 
time? Didn't you say you 
weren't going away for four or 
five days? It's a simple matter. 
You just need to find a go­
between and the thing can be 
arranged in one day. 
W ~ can get engaged 
now and marry when 
you come back." 

What objections 
could the boy have 
to that? Readily he 
agreed that the 
next day he would 
send a go-between. 

Kai-kai was just going to aak 
something el. e when Liu Tsai­
sheng said, "The reason I 'm so 
late is that I was looking for 
a blacksmith to sharpen 'my 
bayonet." 

"Have you got any money for 
the journey when you go to join 
up?" asked Kai-kai. "Here, 
take this hen and sell her and 
then you'll have something to 
spend on the way." With these 
words, she pushed the hen into 
his arms. The hen clucked as 
if she was very pleased. The 
boy quickly took out of his 
pocket 20,000 dollars which he 
had brought with him, and 
handed them to Kai-kai. As she 
firmly refused to take them, he, 
purposely speaki g in a loud 
voice, said, "It's not too little. 
I've given you 20,000 for her." 
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not hear what they 
were saying. 

• * * , ... 
ER-ER came back 

with her cakes, 
and the two sisters 
started for home. 
Just when they had 
reached the end of 

the town they again met t'ie 
old woman and the old man. 

"That's a nice w'ay to sell 
things!" said the old man, 
"You wouldn't sell it to me for 
30,000, and then you go and 
sell it ~ 20,000!" 

"It wasn't so bad her re­
fusing to sell it to ou when 
you only offered 30,000, bu t I 
offered her 40,000, and she sti ll 
turned it down. And then when 
that young fellow came along, 
she let him have it for 20,000 !" 
said th EY old woman. 

At first Kai-kai had thought 
it wasn't worth while arguing 
with them but the more 'they 
said the more she felt put out, 
and could not help saying a 
word in her own defense. 

"Who said I sold her for 
20,000? I got 80,000 for her." 
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"I asked that young fellow," 
said the old woman, "And he 
said he'd bought her for 20,000. 
And when you were bargaining, 
I was watching you." 

Kai-kai felt it was useless 
trying to explain things to such 
stupid old people and that it 
was better to go home quicl(ly, 
so sh<' added rather curtly, "It's 
our hen, anyway. We had the 
right to sell her to whom we 
liked!" 

She turned on her heels a nd 
walked ofJ;. but she sti ll heard the 
old woman saying behind her, 
" he refused an offer of 40,000, 
amJ then there was all that 
whispering with that young 
fellow! Dear, dear, nice goings­
on ! When I was young, my 
parents never allowed me to go 
to the fair." 

"The young folks today have 
a good time," said :the old man. 

"The young folks today have 
got quite out of control," re­
plied the old woman, "Ther~'s 
that son of mine--1 found him 
a nice bride and he wouldn't 

look at her. I don't know what 
he w'ants." 

"Ai-ai," said the old man, 
"You're eveµ more of an old 
fogey than me. Say what you 
like the young folks of today 
are' better than our generation. 
We've got to die soon, what's 
the use of trying to meddl e in 
suc h things?" 

CONSCIOUS of their glance:> 
of jealousy and envy and 

sy~thy, and with their words 
in her ears, Kai -kai went home 
in a happy mood . 

The next day, sure enough, 
Liu Tsai-sheng sent a go­
betwecn and the whole matter 
was arranged in a very few 
words. 

"Freedom's everything these 
days," said the go-between, 
"Go-betweens like me have be­
come as useless as deaf ears­
we're just an ornament." 

She was a good talker, that 
old woman , and all of Kai-kai's 
family burst into laughter at 
her words. 



---------·-------.. -. 
Shanghai Brothels Closed 
When the Kuomintang was driven out of Shal1ghai 

licensed prostitutes. With the improvement of economic 
· conditions and because of the poli"cy of discouragement, 

the number Of houses rapidly declined. 

l 
: 

I 
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Below: Neighbors tum out to give girls from a closed 
brothel a big send.off as they leave for the training school. 

Upper right: A group entering the compound of the 
school where they will receive technical training to prepare them 
for jobs and a normal life. 

Lower right: Girls crossing camp~s to classes. 



, ~.bove: The school is equipped 
fac1l1t1"! so dilat all who need treatment for 
other ailments may be restored to health. 

* 

Above: Dormitories are 
first thin~ i11 the morning. 

* 
airy. own 

Below: Girls quickly turned into regular students. Here 
group is shown at Hsueh Hsi (study) in a corner of the camps. 
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1951 Bumper Crops 
NINETEEN-FIFTY one was a e 

~ith the spread of land refo y ar of bumper crops in China. 
growmg peasant enthusiasm in ~ th~ough~ut t!Yt country came 
that grain output exceeded 19 j 0 gucti_oh drives. Statistics show 

Despite Western press "re ortsr, e1g t per~ent. 
east, figures reveal that th· P of a famine in the North 
1943 by 7.6 percent. On ips e~~~ab surpasse . the record year of 
M_ukden that given normal n er 8, !f_sinhua reported from 
will produce not less than 20 ~t~~1oco~ditions, N?rt~east China 

The 1951 cotton harvest ~as th ns of _gram. rn 1952. 
Output exceeded the goal set i d~ - t!p'eatest m .China's history. 
-record made in 1936 I th n a J 10n to toppmg the all-time 
yield was beaten by 60 ~ e Nor!hwest, the highest pre-war 
was picked in this area inp 19c5elnt ,thwh1~e 70 percent more cotton c · an m 1950 

rops m East China exceeded th . . · -
plan, according to the Agricultur d r1ginal 1.951 production 
of. the East China Military and xdan .. tox:estation Department 
spite reduced acreage of a · mmis rative Committee. De­
~ndustrial raw materials tfe ~~e~:f1a~se d of a larger acreage for 
mg to preliminary esti:riates opped 0f 953r~ps for 1951, accord­
also was in excess of th ' . . Y 16.36 percent. It 
overall crop,s of foodstuffs ~original plan by 8.45 percent. The 
pared with the average pre-!~~ als mluch a!\j)5.88 percent com-

Th eve. 
e total cultivation of h t th . . 

by 44.6 percent . The famoi7 eah, t e ch1e~ item, exceecfed 1950 
vmce upped production b s w ea area m north Anhweii pro-
1'his was the arro's best yc;:o. 7. percent as ·compared with 1950. 
the first stage of the anti-~ ~ d.ecade. 'fhe completion of 
work performed during 195l a~uai River proJect. and irrigation 
the great spurt in wheat produ et. see~ ash~he mam reasons for 

Th c 10n m t 1s area 
roughout the nation one of tp . · 

was to be found in the labor enth .e ma1~ ctiuses of bumper crops 
of China's agriculture With th u.s1asm o e peasants, backbone 

b
land reform, the peas.ant has no~1~nywi:ih land t? till, following 
. as adopted improved farmi Y 1 vested m t he land, but-
1mproved seeds. ng methods and the- cultivation of 
. M~tual-aid teams lso have b . . 
11;1 agricultural production Th teen mstr~ental m the big boost 
s1on of farm work, thus ·maki~ e:i~ P.roVJde ~or ~ rational divi-­
more practicable In add't' g m ns1ve cultivat1on easier and 

• I 10n, mutual-aid allowed the peasants to 
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rnake joint purchases of im!)roved farm equipment, beyond the 
reach of individuals. 

Reports from all over th? na.tia.ri r<?v.e.il tl)e ~e:it demand for 
modern farm tools, consumer goods, fertilizers and insecticides. 
As a result of bumper crops, the peasants. n~w buy 50 percent 
more goods than they did in 1950. 

One of the chief results of 1951's increased crops has been the 
noticeable improvement in the living standard of the peasants. 
In Shantung province 80 percent of the peasants are now classed 
as middle peasants. Before land reform the vast majority were 
tenant or poor farmers. 

Northeast ProductioZJ, Rises 
MAJOR advances in production, wage increases for industrial 

worke~. and expanding trade highlight industrial progress 
in the Northeast, the industrial heart of new China. 

An official report made by the Northeast People's Economic 
Planning Co•ittee showed that publicly-owned industries had 
exceeded their production schedules by 11.9 percent · during the 
third quarter of 1951. This figure represented a 27.5 percent 
increase over the same quarter of 1950. By_ the end of September, a 
number of state-run enterprises had fulfilled their entire 1951 
~chedules. 

As a result of wage readjustments, average wages rose by 
16.8 percent in all industrial, transport, power, mining and other 
enterprises throughout the Northeast. Technical workers receiv­
ed a higher average/Increase. The number of workers employed 
in state enterprises incr·eased by 10 percent. 

Trade has benefited by the rising purchasing power of both 
workers and peasants. This was reflected in the figures of busi­
ness done by state companies. Sales of cotton cloth rose by one­
hulf and state grain purchases were about 25 percent above 
schedule. r 

Extra output valued at 6,800,000 tons of grain had been creat­
ed by workers in enterprises under the Northeast Industrial De­
partment up to the end of September, according to a Hsinhua, 
report. • 

This represented a 36 per<;ent overfulfillment of the target 
set by Kao Kang, chai1man of th~ Northeast People's Govern­
ment, who called upon workers under the Industrial Department 
Inst May to create extra wealth equivalent to 5,000,000 tons of 
grain during 1951. 

• • • 
THE Northeast was the first major area in- China to be liberat­

ed and is leading the way in industrial dev~lopment. A sign 
Qf this is the ti;llde boom in many of the larger cities in the 
Northeast:· s a result of the restoration of industry i;tnd agri-
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culture, one of the llrcr!s !arge~t cil:es, Mukden, has taken on a 
new lease of life". • • • · · • · 

Sunday is a big · day · 4tld .. the · ci'ei>artment stores are jammed 
with working people making purchases from well-stocked shelves, 
The purchasing power of the people in the Mukden area has gone 
up almost three-fold diiring the past two years. Local industries 
have found themselves hard put to keep up with demands, and 
additional commodities must be shipped in from Tientsin and 
Shanghai. 

At the time of liberation in 1948, scarcely any grain could 
be found in the city's granaries. A few months later they were 
stocked rwith kaoliang, corn and other coarse grain. These are 
now being repla-ced by finer quality rice and wheat. Better cloth 
also is replacing coarser fabrics in all stores, With incomes on 
the way up the people are teating and dressing better thJln ever. 

New Northern Harbor 
Q f'.ERATH?N "New !farbo~" is o~e of the biggest construction 

. JO~s takmg place m Chma durmg 1952. Thirty miles from 
T1entsm, N~rth . Chii:a's I:irgest industrial city, a. gateway to 
northern Chma 1s bemg built. The first stage of the project will 
be completed by the end of this year. 

The new artificial harbor, just outside the port of Taku in Po­
hai Bay, ·will be one of the world's largest sheltered ports with 
a total expanse of 18 squar kilometers enclosed by breakwaters. 
B.y the end of the year, ocean-going vessels up to 10 000 tons 
\\<ill be accommodated. ' 
. In addition to the harbor, the projec includes the construc­

tion of wharves, warehouses, drydocks and rail service linking 
the rest of the country with Tientsin. -

'!'.he new harbor will ~o a long way in meeti'ng China's ex­
pandmg trade. Cargo delivery will be expedited a nd ship turn­
over accelerated. Huge savings in freight charges are anticipated. 

The construction of "New Harbor" and its long breakwaters 
require large supplies of granite, cement, iron and steel. To 
:!ear the channel 12, 700,000 cubic meters of earth are to be re­
~oved from the sea bed. This will be used to reclaim four square 
kilometers from the sea as the site for the new wharves and 
other buil~ings. Sto!1es required for the breakwater already have 
been carried by freight car from hundreds of miles away. 

The need for a new harbor for Tientsin can be seen ffOlll 
the fact that at Tientsin's present harbor only 3,000 ton vessels 
can reach the city from the sea by way of the Haiho River and 
this only when the mouth of Pohai Bay is not frozen. Liirger 
ocean-going vessels must anchor far out in the Bay and are loaded 
and -unloaded by lal1Ilches, a time-consuming and expensive 
process. 
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Signs of the Times 
ONE million students coming from China;'s many national 

minorities are now studying in schools. Nearly 9,500 
chools have been specially set up for them throughout the 
~ountry, in addition to a . large number of goverl\.fuent­
sponsor ed training schools. Many new schools have .qeen 
set up in areas inhabited by minorities Where no educnt10nal 
work was ever attempted before. . " . 
EAST China, the nation's largest si ngle administrative 

area, no longer relies on impo~·ted drugs as was the 
case be fore liberation. The East Chma branch of the state­
owned China Pharmaceutical Company is now ab!~ to pro­
duce and supply sufficient quantities of all basic drugs. 
Some drugs, such as antimony, III-hexonate _and V-~e~onate, 
and specific remedies for kala-azar and sc.h1sto~omias1s, .are 
in sufficient quantity to be sent to areas outside of East Chma. 

• • • 
TWO-HUNDRED -ihousand top-level technicians for 

industry, agriculture, t1:ansport .an~ ~edicine wi!I be 
trained in the next five to six years m mshtutes of h1.gher 
education in order to meet the growing demands of nati?nal 
construction. To~nsure the best t~ain~ng available! vanous 
colleges and universities are coordmatmi; ~r m~rg1?g tech­
nical colleges and departments into specialized mstitutes. 

• • • 
MECHANIZED cutting has raise~ the coal output in the 

Tatung colliery in Chal)ar provmce b:v. 284 percent oyer 
1950. It was also insfrumental in the .colliery overfulfill1.nl!' 
its 1951 production schedule 53 days 1~ advanc~. Applied 
since the 1beginning of last year, mechamzed cutting ena?led 
average productivity to rise by .112 percent over the P.r~v10us 
vear". Costs for 1951 were 12 percent Jes!'< than ongmally 
planned. 

• • • 
FLOUR output in Shanghai's flour mills has increased 

greatly. The October output was nine times t~at of 
July, and that for Novem!be~ topped October. Accordmg to 
the Shanghai News, never m the past...30 r~ars have the 
mills in Shanghai turned out as large quantities as at pre­
sent. 
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1 Letter to Allied Troops in K~:a·l 
I I 

I 
Santan Bailie School. I 

Santan, Kansu, China. 
November 14th. 1951 • I 

' To American and Allied ' . 
1 Korea. . Se:rviceme,µ in 

I ~ I I Dear Fel low-cou~trymen, I 

: ,,,.. We are a small r I 
I 

technicians working ?UP of !oreign 
cal school in NortEw~~tac~~inese techni- I 
here several years ina. We came 1 I ed under the new ago and have continu- I 

I 
feel that this isgovernment because we 1 
work, helping trairea constructive 

I 
for the building u~ y~ui;ig technicians I 
future prosperity ofoCh:ndustry and the 
essentially peaceful ina . This is 

I the interests of work, and it is in ' 

I people of the wh ol:ace 'l~ o vital to the I 
address this l e tter wtor ' that we 

I o you . 1 

I 
We have al1'..been . th. - ,I 

t?wn for a numb~ of 1n l~ country 
I ~ 1i:_i~ since the overth;,ears · In the short f 
I
I l~av1onal i st (KMT) ow of the corrup t :' 

countryside has un~overnm cn t, the 
1 ch1'.lnge. In the paste~lfi~ne a re~arkabl o f 
' opium-smoking Polit. . squ eez ing, I 
: lived off the peopl~:~~n~_and landlords I 
: quarters of the cro a 1:1g three- ' 
' animals, sending th~~· their. tools and . ' 

I' army but staying out ir f sons into the I 
I selves' forcing their o d thhe draft them- ' 
1 aug ters to be ' 
·····---------- 1' -~------·---------:.. I 
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r~::-=ncubi:::. ~~d2 .. ,:~~ ~ ~:. ~~~--, I ~~ating and jailing those who objected. 

The result was ruin for everybody. 
In the severe winter of this part of 
China many of the children had to run 
around naked, and every spring food was 
so short tpat many peop le died even 
though the landlord~ had large stocks of 
grain. Under these conditions progress 
was impossible . Today, the ordinary 
people hav e their own honest govern­
ment, a government which, while 
protecting them from the landlords and 
money-lenders, at the same time goes 
ahead with construction and overall 
improvements. 

Prices of essential food and clothing 
have come down, and people's earnings 
have gone up. Construction is going 
·ahead every.where: schools, hospitals, 
factories, railways, bridges, agricul-! tural tractor stations and hydro-electric 

1 wo rks are rapidly appearing. The country 

I is standing up sturdily for the first 
time. From being a land of frequent 
famines , needing foreign relief, China 

1 is now sending famine relief to India. 

I · Our students, technicians, workers, 

I 
and the whole local population are enthu­
siastically behind the program of 

I building this new China. 
. It is obvious to all of us that a war 
'Lwould only interfere in this tremendous 

program, and ·the Chinese people see 

-----~' ~----------------------------------
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they have nothing to gain f 
aggression. rom any war of 

We know that our pe 1 
gether with the ordi op e at home' to-
over, also want peac:ar~hpe~1le the world I 
war or gains by it<? Th o en. wants 
best seen in the r~mark~ a~s~~r is perhaps 
from Washington State wh~ in e Sen17tor I 
to a recent peace deleg t~ r~plying 
''Young a ion said 

I 
we had p=~~:~~ ~00~'1~ You ~ow that if 
depression in the h. tgo into the worst I 
months of the K om war· After nine : 
Some people do gain i;r ory of the world?'' I 

. orean war, Business 

I 
~~said corporations; ''had their I 
hands on more Profits in the f. t 
i~:r:~gr olfd 1951 than ever bef~;:,' and / 

o en fl ow'• of d .. 
reached ''the highest 1 ividend payments 

. recorded , , evel ever 
1 

I 
ft Her e a~e · s~me of the Profi· t II 

a er taxes: increases 

American Smelting and Ref· . I' Co., _ 2053 in..;i.,ng 
I New J ersey Zinc _ 7-6 4% 

I Butte Copper Co. _ 2423 1 
Reynolds Metals _ 291% 1 

i Western Union Telegra;h - 842% I 
U.S. Rubber Co. _ 1 313 I 

. / 20 Mining and Metal ~ 
110% companies _ 

I : 
I But on the news f th j 

Kaisung, stocks sluo de peace talks at 
1 mpe , as seen by the 

-- --------------.___ 
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f £!:! cago Sun-'l'fmes headline, ''Peace 1 

I Outlook Pushes Grain down Sh'arply,' ' and I 
I the Journal of Commerce caption, ''Pro-
' spects for Early Korean Peace Depress I 

Maj or Commodity Marts . ' ' Perhaps the I stalemate of the peace talks is because 
I some people find that the trend of the I ! stock market , or continuing the war rather 

l than solving the causes of depression, 
is more important than the lives being 

I lost in Korea . 
I 

The peace talks were only started 
because the people at home demanded them, 
and will only achie~~ success when the 
people again make their demands heard. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

It is no~ enough to leave the outcome 
of the pea9e talks to the American Army 
brass and Washington diplomats - all of 
us must take the initiative and writ e to 
our 'families and friends at home to get 
behind the peace groups everywhere, to 
stop this present needless war, and 
prevent the otitbreak of World War Three, 
before it is too late. 

! This being the Christmas season when 
I we all think especially of peace we might 

1
1 

well make this the point of our Christmas 
letters home . This may not bring any-. L bo~~-home by this Christma.ii bu~-~~-~il.l ... J 
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lp assure that we are not fighting I 
1 5,000 miles from home by next Christmas. ! 

Rawi Alley 
New Zealand 

M. Wilkinson 
New Zealand 

ti}.h1.~ 
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Illsley 
United States 

~"'~ 
C.A. Curwen 

England 

N. Noguch'i. 
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My School Moved to Tihwa 

A FTER a 28-day trip, we have 
arrived in China's far west, 

Sinkiang province. I am one of 
more than a hundred girl 
students of the Yu-Sung Mid­
wifery School, formerly at 
Sungkiang, near Shanghai. In 
response to the nation's need for 
medically trained persons to 
serve the people in frontier 
areas, all the faculty and 
students of our school volunteer­
ed to come to Sinkiang, except 
a few students who volunteered 
for other service. 

Our journey began on July 6 
at the Sungkiang railway 
station, where passengers as 
well as railwaymen gave us an 
extempore send-off party, with 
singing and dancing. We got 
into our special ca7, decorated 
with red banners, and our train 
glided out of the s tation as the 
band played stirring marches. -

• • • 
WE fully realized that the rail-

ways arc now serving the 
people when we saw the rail­
way workers' efforts to increase 
the comfort and enjoyment of 
the passengers. Today's trains 
are more efficient; they run on 
schedule and the coaches are 
kept spotlessly clean. 

Arriving in Sian on July 9, we 
stayed six days, waiting for 
truck transportation. During 

1~~.,.1~ · 

the interval, we saw many re­
porters and were entertained by 
various organizations. But we 
still had plenty of time for 
study and discussion of current 
events and our new lives in 
Sinkiang. 

After having been issued new 
uniforms, goggles and other 
necessities for travel in the 
northwest, we were ready to set 
off again. We had nine trucks, 
an ambulance and a specially 
equipped vehicle for the faculty 
members' parents and children. 

• • • 
WE made good progress to 

Lanchow, over the high­
way that had been com­
pleted in 1934, a monu­
ment to the strength of the 
people's labor. Over this road 
the Soviet Union had sent aid 
to the Chinese reople in their 
struggle agaim<t .T apanese ag­
gression. 

One night it poured, and 
as we zig-zagged through the 
mountains, we realized the 
perilous task our drivers had, 
am! our · admiration for them 
grew. We sang a song to them, 
composed by our President Feng, 
and our spirits rose higher than 
ever. '!_-

At one small town where 
we spent the night, we examined 
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the pregnant women. Although 
the people had little room to 
spare, they gave us a warm, hos­
pitable welcome. 

After three days in Lanchow, 
communications and marketing 
center of the Northwest, we 
left, crossing the Yellow River 
Bridge in high spirits. The 
weather became colder, and 
heavy rain alternated with 
sandstorms. We passed desert 
!ltretches, then high mountains, 
their summits hidden by snow, 
and again large poplar forests. 

One night we camped in ' the 
open, near a village too small 
to provide lodgings. On July 28 
we reached Yumen, where a 
huge inscription carved in the 
rock, "Ambitious Youth, Go to 
the Frontier!" spurred us on. 

On the way to Hami, we went 
through real desert country. 
The air was so dry our lips 
chapped, but we sang as joy­
ously as ever. During thre 
days of travel, we saw not a 
single house; the vastness of our 
fatherland amazed us. 

We rested a <lay at Hami, 
participating in the Army Day 
rally on the firs t of Augi,JSt. 
The dancing and singing by 
racial minority groups was very 
enjoyable, as was the well­
known Hami watermelon, which 
we bought very cheaply. 

• • • 
THE next stage brought 

us to Turfan. At one stop, 
we learned from the Sinkiang 
Daily News that Premier Chou 
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En-lai had called upon medical 
workers_!o serve at the frontier, 
and we were proud that we had 
decided to go before his call. At 
another stop, we were given 
clusters of delicious grapes by 
groups of Uighur children and 
the peasants' association per­
formed Sinkiang folk dances for 
us. 

At Turfan , in the great basin, 
it was extremely hot; one driver 
jokingly told us, "You can't get 
a fresh egg in Turfan during 
the summer; they're all cooked 
as soon as they're laid!" We 
left before dawn, to avoid the 
heat of the day. And by even­
ing we had reached the end of 
our journey, Tihua. 

• • "' 
TIHUA is rnpidly changing, 

All the energies of the peo­
ple are devoted to reconstruc­
tion, all nationalities cooperat­
ing in the wiJe-scalc irrigation 
and land reclamation work. For 
a fortnig , we were entertained 
everywhere, and in return we 
organized a drum corps and a 
yangko dance and performed 
for the mine and factory work­
ers, and the PLA men working 
by thci 1· side. We pledged to 
improve ou1· technique, work 
dutifully and s,·ve the people 
of Sinkiang. 

In this atmosphere we feel 
deeply contented to have the 
opportunity to participate fn 
the constrnction of a new and 
prosperous Sinkiang. 

- LI HUAI 
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BOOKS OF. INTEREST 
THE NEW WORLD OF SOUTH 

EAST ASIA by L. A. Mills and 
Associates. University of Min­
nesota Press, Mimu1apolis, 4JJ 
pages. $J .OO 

CRISIS OF THE C()LONIAL 
SYSTEM presented to tlu Pacific 
Insit11te, Academy of Sciences in 
the USSR. Reprinted in English 
by the People's Ptdllishi111{ House, 
Bombay. 268 pages. R11pus 4/ ·. 
Reviewed by H. D. 

T HE New World of South East Asia, 
prepared by a group of authors 

under the auspices of the University of 
Minnesota, is presented in the style 
found in slick-paper magazine articles 
purporting to give "a ll the dope" without 
taking the trouble to go into any kind 
of real analysis. 

The volume covers the subject coun­
trie$ in separate articles yp to the time 
of publication, mid-1949'. Though the 
facts are all here, anyone with the ltast 
desire for correct information on nations 
emerging from the darkness of co lonial­
ism, or still fighting it, cannot help but 
view with disdain the matter of fact 
manner in wh ich colonialism is taken for 
granted. 

The unrepresentative and therefore 
undemocratic character of the regimes 
that have" succeeded colonial administra­
tions all over South Eas t Asia (with the 
exception of the Vietnamese People's 
Republic> however is unwittingly exposed 
by professor Mills in his contribution on 
self-government on page 327: "Al l that 
happens is that a Western official walks 
out of his office and in walks an 
Asiatic . the administration con -
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tinues to be a centralized bureau­
cracy • . . 

Wash ington apparently considers that 
kind of " self-government" in the final 
analysis similar to the notorious " Banana 
Republics" of Central and South America, 
because professor Mills, under the very 
weak pretext that the South East Asian 
countries cannot bu i ld up the ir own 
heavy industries, gl ibly asserts that they 
have to rely for protection on the US 
and its present junior partner, Britain. 
The analogy is drawn in the case "of 
the South American Republics and the 
US." It is natural then that " Naval 
and air bases should be provided for the 
great powers pro tecti ng the area," says 
the professor without blinking an eye. 

As to the widespread national libera­
tion movements sweeping over South East 
Asia, be it in the Ph i lippines or Vietnam, 
these are all dismissed with the thread­
bare label of " Moscow directed com­
munistic insurgents." Whilst, as in the 
victorious liberation movement in China, 
the Communists are holding leading posi ­
tions in the patriotic struggle in colonial 
and semi-colonia l countries, the fact that 
such movements unite the broadest strata 
of the population is completely dis­
' egarded by the authors. 

For reasons best known to them­
~elves, the contributors to this volume 
pass over the iniquities of the colonial 
system. its brutalities and its toleration 
and encouragment of usury, vice and 
racial animosity. 

• • • 
1't.5TO apologies for colonial exploitation 
1 "'I are to be found in a book publ ished 
in the Soviet Union, where any advocate 

I , 
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for racial prejudice is charged with a 
criminal offense. by the Soviet forces in 1945. From the 

time the Joint Soviet-American Com­
mission began working in Seoul in 1946, 
the Americans, who had earlier dissolved 
the People's Committees wtrich were a 
true expression of the democratic will 
of the Koreans in their zone, did every-

The various reports found in "Crisis 
Of The Colonial System" treat virtually 
the same area as the first book, adding 
China, Korea and Ceylon. The publishers 
however have omitted the reports on 
Indonesia and the Philippines, which are 
available in the original Russian edition. 

A critical and forthright analysis of 
the present situation in India is pre­
sented in Academician Oyakov's report 
on that country, 

All the vile · machinations of British 
imperialism and its hangmen in Congress 
as well as the Muslim Le~gue are ex­
posed-the divide and rule policy by 
which the great sub-conti~nt was 
bisected into areas which are neither 
political nor ttonomic entities with Bri­
tain, if not fully holding the reigns, 
pulling the strings from a scarcely con­
cealed background. 

thing they could to sabotage the de­
cisions arrived at during the Moscow 
Conference ·of Foreig n Ministers in 
December 1945. · 

Thus after the South Korean people 
had been deprived of political power, the 
Americans placed the administration of 
the area in the hands of the group who 
had previously collaborated with the 
Japanese colonialists in the suppression 
of their own countrymen. To that 
clique, the progress made in !forth Korea 
was a constant sore spot because it 
clearly demonstrated to all Korea what 
the people could do once power was in 
their hands. The outstanding feature of the reports 

found in this volume is that the reader 
is afforded a real insight into the 
complex issues involved in the struggle 
of colonial peoples, not only against their 
foreign oppressors and home-grown 
reactionary rulers but also agains ose 
classes which are either actively aiding 
them or letting themselves be utilized 
against their own people. 

China stands as a beacon of hope to 
all Asia, this vast land that just a few 
years ago was the semi-colonial preserve 
of all the world's colonial powers, and 
which US "global strategists" _intended 
as another war base against the USSR, 
has set out on the path of peace, 
soci~lism and democracy, 

The "impartial" world press never 
shows the true background of the anti­
colonial struggle. When read ing about 
such issues as "communal strife" in 
Ina .a, or the Westerling adventure in 
Indonesia the reader of the world press 
is befogged with garrish spectacles such 
as "frenzied mobs running amuck" or 
details of the private life of an adven­
tur .... which read like the American 
comic slips. The actual reasons behi nd 
these outward developments are quietly 
passed over in silence. 

Of timely interest is the recapitula­
tion of events in Korea subsequent to 
the rout of the Japanese Kwantung Army 
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G. As ev's report on the youngest 
of the people's democracies is a concise 
recapitulation of historical development. 
It presents all the salient facts and 
clearly analyzes the basic reasons under­
lying the eventual victory of the Chinese 
people--the growth of the revolutionary 
movement, its betrayal by the Kuomin­
tang in 1927, the creation of the Chinese 
Soviet regions, their transformation into 
popular anti -Japanese bases in the war 
against Japan, and finally the resumption 
of full-scale civil war by Chiang' · with 
American backing which ended with the 
victory of the People's Liberation Army ~ 
and the creatio n of the Central People's 
Government in Peking in October 1949. 
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/ Huai River Project / 

regulating 
cnach1nery. 

Two Million 
people worked 
on Huai th is 
past year. 




