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ODAY is the twentieth anniversary of the May 4th

Movement,! and the youth of Yenan are all gathered

here for this commemoration meeting. I shall therefore take

the occasion to speak on some questions concerning the orien-
tation of the youth movement in China.

First, May 4 has now been designated as China’s Youth
Day, and rightly so.2 Twenty years have elapsed since the
May 4th Movement, yet it is only this year that the day
has been designated as the national Youth Day, and this
is a most significant fact. For it indicates that the Chinese
people’s democratic revolution against imperialism and feudal-
ism will soon reach a turning point. This revolution encoun-
tered repeated failures over several decades, but now there
must be a change, a change towards victory and not another
failure. The Chinese revolution is now going forward, forward
to victory. The repeated failures of the past cannot and must
not be allowed to recur, and they must be turned into victory.
But has the change already taken place? No. It has not,
nor have we yet won victory. But victory can be won. It is
precisely in the present War of Resistance Against Japan that
we are striving to reach the turning point from failure to
victory. The May 4th Movement was directed against a
government of national betrayal, a government which con-
spired with imperialism and sold out the interests of the na-
tion, a government which oppressed the people. Was it not
necessary to oppose such a government? If it was not, then
the May 4th Movement was simply a mistake. It is obvious
that such a government must be opposed, that a government
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of national betrayal must be overthrown. Just consider,
long before the May 4th Movement Dr. Sun Yat-sen was
already a rebel against the government of his day; he opposed
and overthrew the Ching government. Was he right in
doing so? In my opinion he was quite right. For the gov-
ernment he opposed did not resist imperialism but conspired
with it, and was not a revolutionary government but one that
suppressed the revolution. The May 4th Movement was a
revolutionary movement precisely because it opposed a gov-
ernment of national betrayal. The youth of China should
see the May 4th Movement in this light. Today, when the
whole nation has militantly risen to resist Japan, we are de-
termined to defeat Japanese imperialism, and we shall not
tolerate any traitors or allow the revolution to fail again,
for we have taken warning from its failures in the past.
With few exceptions, the whole youth of China is awakened
and determined to win, and this is reflected in the designa-
tion of May 4th as Youth Day. We are advancing along
the road to victory and, provided the whole people make a
concerted effort, the Chinese revolution will definitely
triumph through the War of Resistance.

Secondly, what is the Chinese revolution directed against?
What are the targets of the revolution? As everybody
knows, imperialism is one target and feudalism the other.
What are the targets of the revolution at this moment? One
is Japanese imperialism, and the other the Chinese collabora-
tors. 'To make our revolution we must overthrow Japanese
imperialism and the Chinese traitors. Who are the makers of
the revolution? What is its main force? The common people
of China. The motive forces of the revolution are the prole-
tariat, the peasantry and all members of other classes who are
willing to oppose imperialism and feudalism; these are the
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revolutionary forces opposing imperialism and feudalism. But
who, among so many, are the basic force, the backbone of
the revolution? The workers and the peasants, forming 9o
per cent of the country’s population; What is the nature of
the Chinese revolution? What kind of revolution are we
making today? Today we are making a bourgeois-demo-
cratic revolution, and nothing we do goes beyond its scope.
By and large, we should not destroy the bourgeois system of
ptivate property for the present; what we want to destroy is
imperialism and feudalism. This is what we mean by the
bourgeois-democratic revolution. But its accomplishment is
already beyond the capacity of the bourgeoisic and must
depend on the efforts of the proletariat and the broad masses
of the people. What is the goal of this revolution? To
overthrow imperialism and feudalism and to establish a
people’s democratic republic. A people’s democratic republic
means a republic based on the revolutionary Three People’s
Principles.® Tt will be different both from the semi-colonial
and semi-feudal state of the present and from the socialist
system of the future. Capitalists have no place in a socialist
society, but they should still be allowed in a people’s democ-
racy. Will there always be a place for capitalists in China?
No, definitely not in the future. This is true not only of
China but of the whole world. In the future no country,
whether it be Britain, the United States, France, Japan, Ger-
many, or Italy, will have any place for capitalists, and China
will be no exception. The Soviet Union is a country which
has already established socialism, and beyond all doubt the
whole world will follow its example. China will certainly
go over to socialism in the future; that is an irresistible law.
But at the present stage our task is not to put socialism into
practice, but to destroy imperialism and feudalism, change
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China’s present semi-colonial and semi-feudal status, and
estabiish people’s democracy. This is what the youth of the
whole country must strive for,

Thirdly, what are the lessons of the Chinese revolution?
This question is also an important one for our youth to un-
derstand.  Strictly speaking, China's bourgeois-democratic
revolution against imperialism and feudalism was begun by
Dr. Sun Yat-sen and has been going on for more than fifty
years; as for foreign capitalist aggression against China, it has
been going on for almost a hundred years. During that cen-
tury, there was first the Opium War against British aggres-
sion,* then came the War of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom,®
then the Sino-Japanese War of 18094,° the Reform Movement
of 1898,7 the Yi Ho Tuan Movement,® the Revolution of 1911,°
the May 4th Movement, the Northern Expedition,!® and the
war waged by the Red Army!! —although these struggles
differed from each other, their common purpose was to
repel foreign enemies or change existing conditions. How-
ever, it was only with Dr. Sun Yat-sen that a more or less
clearly defined bourgeois-democratic revolution began. In
the last fifty years the revolution started by Dr, Sun Yat-sen
has had both its successes and its failures. Was not the
Revolution of rgrr a success? Didn’t it send the emperor
packing? Yet it was a failure in the sense that while it sent
the emperor packing, it left China under imperialist and
feudal oppression, so that the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
revolutionary task remained unaccomplished. What was the
aim of the May 4th Movement? Its aim likewise was to over-
throw imperialism and feudalism, but it, too, failed, and
China still remained under the rule of imperialism and feu-
dalism. The same is true of the revolution known as the
Northern Expedition; it scored successes, but it too failed.
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From the time the Kuomintang turned against the Com-
munist Party,’* China again fell under the domination of
imperialism and feudalism. The incvitable result was the
ten years’ war waged by the Red Army. But these ten years
of struggle fulfilled the revolutionary task only in parts of
China and not in the country as a whole. If we are to
sum up the revolution during the past decades, we may say
that it has won only temporary and partial victories and
not permanent and nation-wide victory. As Dr. Sun Yat-sen
said, “The revolution is not yet completed, all my comrades
must struggle on,” The question now is: Why, after decades
of struggle, has the Chinese revolution not yet attained its
goal? What are the reasons? I think there are two: first,
the enemy forces have been too strong; second, our own
forces have been too weak. Because one side was strong
and the other side weak, the revolution did not succeed.
In saying that the enemy forces have been too strong, we
mean that the forces of imperialism (the primary factor)
and of feudalism have been too strong. In saying that our
own forces have been too weak, we mean weak in the
military, political, economic and cultural fields; but our
weaknesses and our consequent failure to fulfil the anti-
imperialist and anti-feudal task are chicfly due to the fact
that the labouring people, the workers and peasants, con-
stituting 9o per cent of the population, have not yet been
mobilized. If we are to sum up the experience of the rev-
olution of the past decades, we may say that the people
throughout the country have not been fully mobilized and
that the reactionaries have invariably opposed and sabotaged
such mobilization. Only by mobilizing and organizing the
workers and peasants, who comprise go per cent of the
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population, is it possible to overthrow imperialism and
feudalism. Dr. Sun Yat-sen said in his Testament:

For forty years I have devoted myself to the cause of
the national revolution with the aim of winning freedom
and equality for China. My experiences during these
forty years have firmly convinced me that to achieve this
aim we must arouse the masses of the people and unite
in a common struggle with those nations of the world
which treat us as equals.

It is now more than ten years since Dr. Sun died, and if
we add these on, the total is over fifty years. What is
the lesson of the revolution during these years? Funda-
mentally, it is, “arouse the masses of the people”. You
should carefully study this lesson, and so should all China’s
youth. They must know that only by mobilizing the masses
of workers and peasants, who form 9o per cent of the
population, can we defeat imperialism and feudalism. Unless
we mobilize the workers and peasants of the whole country,
it will be impossible for us to defeat Japan and build a
new China.

Fourthly, to return to the youth movement. On this
very day twenty years ago there occurred in China the
great historical event known as the May 4th Movement,
in which the students participated; it was a movement of
tremendous significance. ~ What role have China's young
people played since the May 4th Movement? In a way
they have played a vanguard role—a fact recognized by
everybody except the die-hards. What is a vanguard role?
It means taking the lead and marching in the forefront of
the revolutionary ranks. In the anti-imperialist and anti-
feudal ranks of the Chinese people, there is a contingent
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composed of the country’s young intellectuals and students.
It is a contingent of considerable size and, even if the many
who have given their lives are not included, it now numbers
several million. Tt is an army on one of the fronts against
imperialism and feudalism, and an important army too.
But this army is not enough; we cannot defeat the enemy
by relying on it alone, for when all is said and done it
is not the main force. What then is the main force? The
workers and peasants. Our young intellectuals and students
must go among the workers and peasants, who make up
go per cent of the population, and mobilize and organize
them. Without this main force of workers and peasants,
we cannot win the fight against imperialism and feudalism,
we cannot win it by relying only on the contingent of young
intellectuals and students. Therefore, the young intellectuals
and students throughout the country must unite with the
broad masses of workers and peasants and become one
with them, and only then can a mighty force be created.
A force of hundreds of millions of people! Only with this
huge force can the enemy’s strongholds be taken and his
last fortresses smashed. In assessing the youth movement
of the past from this viewpoint, we should call attention
to a wrong tendency. In the youth movement of the last
few decades, a section of the young people have been un-
willing to unite with the workers and peasants and have
opposed their movements; this is a counter-current in the
youth movement. In fact, these people are not at all bright
in their refusal to unite with the masses who make up 9o
per cent of the population and in going so far as to oppose
them outright. Is this a good tendency? T think not, because
in opposing the workers and peasants they are in fact op-
posing the revolution; that is why we say it is a counter-
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current in the youth movement. A youth movement of
that kind would come to no good. A few days ago I wrote
a short article’ in which I noted:

In the final analysis, the dividing line between rev-
olutionary intellectuals and non-revolutionary or counter-
revolutionary intellectuals is whether or not they are
willing to integrate themselves with the workers and
peasants and actually do so.

Here I advanced a criterion which I regard as the only
valid one. How should we judge whether a youth is a
revolutionary? How can we tell? There can only be one
criterion, namely, whether or not he is willing to integrate
himself with the broad masses of workers and peasants
and does so in practice. If he is willing to do so and
actually does so, he is a revolutionary; otherwise he is a
non-revolutionaty or a counter-revolutionary. If today he
integrates himself with the masses of workers and peasants,
then today he is a revolutionary; if tomorrow he ceases
to do so or turns round to oppress the common people, then
he becomes a non-revolutionary or a counter-revolutionary.
Some young people talk glibly about their belief in the
Three People’s Principles or in Marxism, but this does not
prove anything. Doesn’t Hitler profess belief in “socialism’?
Twenty years ago even Mussolini was a “‘socialist”! And
what does their “socialism” amount to? Fascism! Didn’t
Chen Tu-hsiu™ once “believe” in Marxism? What did he
do later? He went over to the countet-revolution. Didn’t
Chang Kuo-tao'® “believe” in Marxism? Where is he now?
He has run away and landed in the mire. Some people
style themselves “followers of the Three People’s Principles”
or even old stalwarts of these Principles; but what have
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they done? It turns out that their Principle of Nationalism
means conspiring with imperialism, that their Principle of
Democracy means oppressing the common people, and that
their Principle of People’s Livelihood means sucking the peo-
ple’s blood. They affirm the Three People’s Principles with
their lips but deny them in their hearts. So when we assess a
person and judge whether he is a true or false adherent
of the Three People’s Principles, whether he is a true or
false Marxist, we need only find out how he stands in rela-
tion to the broad masses of workers and peasants, and
then we shall know him for what he is. This is the only
criterion, there is no other, I hope that the youth of our
country will never allow themselves to be carried away by
this sinister counter-current but will clearly recognize the
workers and peasants as their friends and march forward
to a bright future.

Fifthly, the present War of Resistance Against Japan
marks a new stage — the greatest, most dynamic and most
vigorous stage —in the Chinese revolution. In this stage
the youth shoulder tremendous responsibilities. Our rev-
olutionary movement has gone through many stages of
struggle in the last decades, but at no stage has it been
so broad as in the present War of Resistance. When we
maintain that the Chinese revolution now has features
distinguishing it from the revolution in the past and that
it will make the turn from failure to victory, we mean that
the masses of the Chinese people have made progress, of
which the progress of the youth is a clear proof. Hence
the anti-Japanese war must and certainly will triumph. As
everybody knows, the basic policy in this war is the Anti-
Japanese National United Front, whose aim it is to overthrow
Japanese imperialism and the Chinese collaborators, trans-
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form the old China into a new China, and liberate the
whole nation from its semi-colonial and semi-feudal status.
The present lack of unity in the Chinese youth movement
is a serious weakness. You should continue to strive for
unity, because unity is strength. You must help the youth
of the whole country to understand the present situation,
to achieve unity and to resist Japan to the end.

Sixthly and lastly, I want to speak about the youth move-
ment in Yenan. It is the model for the youth movement
throughout the country, The direction it is taking is in fact
the orientation for the youth movement of the entire country,
Why? Because it is the correct orientation. You sece, in
the matter of unity the youth of Yenan have acquitted
themselves well, indeed very well. The youth of Yenan
have achieved solidarity and unity. The young intellectuals
and students, the young workers and peasants in Yenan
are all united. Large numbers of revolutionary youth from
all over the country, and even from Chinese communities
abroad, have come to study in Yenan, Most of you at-
tending this meeting today have come to Yenan from
thousands of miles away; whether your surname is Chang
or Li, whether you are a man or a woman, a worker or
a peasant, you are all of one mind. Should this not be
regarded as a model for the whole country? The youth
in Yenan, besides being united among themselves, have
integrated themselves with the masses of workers and peas-
ants, and more than anything else this makes you a model
for the whole country. What have you been doing? You
have been learning the theory of revolution and studying
the principles and methods for resisting Japan and saving
the nation. You have been carrying out the campaign for
production and have reclaimed thousands of won of waste
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land. Confucius never reclaimed land or tilled the soil.
When he ran his school, he had quite a number of students,
“seventy worthies and three thousand disciples” — quite a
flourishing schooll But he had far fewer students than
there are in Yenan, and what is more, they would have
disliked production campaigns. When a student asked
him how to plough the fields, Confucius answered, “T don’t
know, I am not as good at that as a farmer.” Confucius
was next asked how to grow vegetables, and he answered,
“I don’t know, I am not as good at that as a vegetable
gardener.” In ancient times the youth of China who studied
under a sage neither learned revolutionary theory nor took
part in labour. Today, there is little revolutionary theory
taught and there are no such things as production movements
in the schools over vast regions of our country. It is only
here in Yenan and in the anti-Japanese base areas behind
the enemy lines that the young people are fundamentally
different; they are really the vanguard in resisting Japan
and saving the nation because their political oricntation and
their methods of work are correct. ‘That is why I say the
youth movement in Yenan is the model for the youth move-
ment throughout the country.

Our meeting today is highly significant. I have said all
[ wanted. I hope you will all study the lessons of the Chinese
revolution in the last fifty years, develop its good points and
discard its mistakes, so that the youth will be at one with
the people of the whole country and the revolution will
make the turn from failure to victory. When the youth and
the whole nation are mobilized, organized and united,
Japanese imperialism will be overthrown. Each young per-
son must shoulder his responsibility. You must each be
different from ,before and resolve to unite the youth and
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organize the people of the whole country for the overthrow
of Japanese imperialism and the transformation of the old
China into a new China. This is what I expect of all of you.

NOTES

""The May 4th Movement was an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal
revolutionary movement which began on May 4, 1919. In the first half
of that year, the victors of World War I, ie., Britain, France, the
United States, Japan, Italy and other imperialist countries, met in Paris
to divide the spoils and decided that Japan should take over all the
privileges previously enjoyed by Germany in Shantung Province, China.
The students of Peking were the first to show determined opposition to
this scheme, holding rallies and demonstrations on May 4. The Northern
warlord government arrested more than thirty students in an effort to
suppress this opposition. In protest, the students of Peking went on
strike and large numbers of students in other parts of the country re-
sponded. On June 3 the Northern warlord government started arresting
students in Peking en masse, and within two days about a thousand
were taken into custody. This aroused still greater indignation throughout
the country. From June 5 onwards, the workers of Shanghai and many
other cities went on strike and the merchants in these places shut their
shops. Thus, what was at first a patriotic movement consisting mainly
of intellectuals rapidly developed into a national patriotic movement em-
bracing the proletariat, the urban petty bourgeoisie and the bourgeoisie.
And along with the growth of this patriotic movement, the new cultural
movement which had begun before May 4 as a movement against feu-
dalism and for the promotion of science and democracy, grew into a
vigorous and powerful revolutionary cultural movement whose main
current was the propagation of Marxism-Leninism.

2May 4 was first adopted as China's Youth Day by the youth
organization of the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region. Under the
pressure of the patriotic upsurge of the broad masses of young people,
the Kuomintang government expressed its agreement. But it subsequently
proclaimed March 29 as its own Youth Day (in commemoration of the
revolutionary martyrs who died during an uprising at Canton in r9m)
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because, fearing that the youth would turn revolutionary, it regarded
the decision to observe May 4 as dangerous. However, May 4 continued
to be observed as Youth Day in the revolutionary base areas under
the leadership of the Communist Party, and was officially proclaimed
China's Youth Day by the Administrative Council of the Central People's
Government in December 1049 after the founding of the People’s Republic
of China.

3'The Three People’s Principles were the principles and the programme
put forward by Sun Yat-sen on the questions of nationalism, democracy
and people’s livelihood in China’s bourgeois-democratic revolution. In
the manifesto adopted by the Kuomintang at its First National Congress
in 1924 Sun Yat-sen restated the Three People's Principles. Nationalism
was interpreted as opposition to imperialism and active support was
expressed for the movements of the workers and peasants. Thus the
old Three People’s Principles were transformed into the new Three
People’s Principles characterized by the Three Great Policies, that is,
alliance with Russia, co-operation with the Communist Party, and as-
sistance to the peasants and workers. The new Three People’s Prin-
ciples provided the political basis for the co-operation between the
Communist Party of China and the Kuomintang during the First Revolu-
tionary Civil War period.

% Faced with the opposition of the Chinese people to her traffic in
opium, Britain sent forces in 1840-42 to invade Kwangtung and other
coastal regions of China, under the pretext of protecting trade. Led
by Lin Tse-hsu, the troops in Kwangtung fought a war of resistance.
A “Quell-the-British Corps” which was spontaneously organized by the
people of Canton also dealt the British aggressors severe blows.

5The War of the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom was the mid-19th century
revolutionary peasant war against the feudal rule and national oppres-
sion of the Ching Dynasty. In January 1851 Hung Hsiu-chuan, Yang
Hsiu-ching and other lcaders organized an uprising in Chintien Village
in Kueiping County, Kwangsi Province, and proclaimed the founding of
the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom. Proceeding northward from Kwangsi,
their peasant army attacked and occupied Hunan and Hupeh in 1852.
In 1853 it marched through Kiangsi and Anhwei and captured Nanking.
A section of the forces then continued the drive north and pushed on to
the vicinity of Tientsin. However, the Taiping army failed to build
stable base areas in the places it occupied; morcover, after establishing
its capital in Nanking, its leading group committed many political and
military errors. Therefore it was unable to withstand the combined
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onslaughts of the counter-revolutionary forces of the Ching government
and the British, U.S. and French aggressors, and was finally defeated in
1864.

% The Sino-]Japanese War of 1894 was started by Japanese imperialism
for the purpose of invading Korea and China. Many Chinese soldiers
and some patriotic generals put up a heroic fight. But China suffered
defeat because of the corruption of the Ching government and its failure
to prepare resistance, In 1895 the Ching government concluded the
shameful Treaty of Shimonoseki with Japan.

7The Reform Movement of 1898, whose leading spirits were Kang
Yu-wei, Liang Chi-chao and Tan Sze-tung, represented the interests of
the liberal bourgeoisie and the enlightened landlords. The movement
was favoured and supported by Emperor Kuang Hsu, but had no mass
basis. Yuan Shih-kai, who had an army behind him, betrayed the re-
formers to the Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi, the leader of the die-hards,
who seized power again and had Emperor Kuang Hsu imprisoned and
Tan Sze-tung and five others beheaded. Thus the movement ended in
tragic defeat.

8The Yi Ho Tuan Movement was the anti-imperialist armed struggle
which took place in northern China in 1900. The broad masses of
peasants, handicraftsmen and other people took part in this movement.
Getting in touch with one another through religious and other channels,
they organized themselves on the basis of sccret societies and waged
a heroic struggle against the joint forces of aggression of the eight
imperialist powers — the United States, Britain, Japan, Germany, Russia,
France, Italy and Austria. The movement was put down with indescribable
savagery after the joint forces of aggression occupied Tientsin and Peking.

9 The Revolution of 1911 was the bourgeois revolution which overthrew
the autocratic regime of the Ching Dynasty. On October 10 of that
year, a section of the Ching Dynasty's New Army who were under
revolutionary influence staged an uprising in Wuchang, Hupeh Province.
The existing bourgecis and petty-bourgeois revolutionary societies and
the broad masses of the workers, peasants and soldiers responded en-
thusiastically, and wvery soon the rule of the Ching Dynasty crumbled.
In January 1912, the Provisional Government of the Republic of China
was set up in Nanking, with Sun Yat-sen as the Provisional President.
Thus China’s feudal monarchic system which had lasted for more than
two thousand years was brought to an end. The idea of a democratic
republic had entered deep in the hearts of the people. But the bour-
geoisic which led the revolution was strongly conciliationist in nature.
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It did not mobilize the peasant masses on an extensive scale to crush
the feudal rule of the landlord class in the countryside, but instead
handed state power over to the Northern warlord Yuan Shih-kai under
imperialist and feudal pressure. As a result, the revolution ended in
defeat.

0 The Northern Expedition was the punitive war against the Northern
warlords launched by the revolutionary army which marched north
from Kwangtung Province in May-July 1926. The Northern Expeditionary
Army, with the Communist Party of China taking part in its leadership
and under the Party's influence (the political work in the army was at
that time mostly under the charge of Communist Party members), gained
the warm support of the broad masses of workers and peasants. In
the second half of 1926 and the first half of 1927 it occupied most of
the provinces along the Yangtse and Yellow Rivers and defecated the
Northern warlords. In April 1927 this revolutionary war failed as a
result of betrayal by the reactionary clique under Chiang Kai-shek within
the revolutionary army.

" This refers to the revolutionary struggle of the Chinese people
from 1927 to 1937 waged under the leadership of the Communist Party
of China, the essence of which was the establishment and development
of Red political power, the spread of the agrarian revolution and armed
resistance to the reactionary Kuomintang rule. This revolutionary war is
also known as the Second Revolutionary Civil War.

12 “The Kuomintang turned against the Communist Party” here refers
to the counter-revolutionary coups staged in 1927 by Chiang Kai-shek
in Shanghai and Nanking and by Wang Ching-wei in Wuhan.

13 This refers to “The May g4th Movement”, Selected Works of
Mao Tse-tung, Vol. 1L

1% Chen Tu-hsiu was a radical democrat around the time of the May
4th Movement. Later, under the influence of the Octoher Socialist Rev-
olution he became one of the founders of the Chinese Communist Party.
For six years after the founding of the Party, he held the leading posi-
tion in the Central Committee. His thinking had been strongly Rightist.
In the latter part of the 1924-27 revolution, it developed into a line of
capitulationism. The capitulationists represented by Chen Tu-hsiu “vol-
untarily gave up the Party’s leadership of the peasant masses, urban
petty bourgeoisic and middle bourgeoisie, and in particular gave up the
Party’s leadership of the armed forces, thus causing the defcat of the
revolution” (“The Present Situation and Our Tasks”, Selected Works of
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Mao Tse-tung, Eng. ed., FLP, Pcking, 1961, Vol. IV, p. 171). After the
defeat of 1927 Chen Tu-hsiu and a handful of other capitulationists lost
faith in the future of the revolution and became liquidationists. They
took a reactionary Trotskyite stand and formed a small anti-Party group
together with the Trotskyites. Consequently Chen Tu-hsiu was expelled
from the Party in November 1929. He died in 1942.

5 Chang Kuo-tao was a renegade from the Chinese revolution.
Speculating on the revolution, he joined the Chinese Communist Party
in his youth, In the Party he made many mistakes and ended by com-
mitting grave crimes. Most notoriously, in 1935 he opposed the Red
Army's northward march, advocating a defeatist and liquidationist with-
drawal by the Red Army to the minority-nationality areas on the
Szechuan-Sikang border, and he engaged in openly traitorous activities
against the Party and the Central Committce, established his own bogus
central committee, disrupted the unity of the Party and the Red Army,
and caused heavy losses to its Fourth Front Army. Thanks to patient
education by Comrade Mao Tse-tung and the Central Committee, the
Fourth Front Army and its numerous cadres soon came back under the
correct leadership of the Central Committee and played an honourable
part in subsequent struggles. Chang Kuo-tao, however, proved incor-
rigible, escaped by himself from the Shensi-Kansu-Ningsia Border Region
in the spring of 1938 and joined the Kuomintang secret police,
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