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In the framework of the propagation of the
tdeas of the 7th Congress of the PLA, the Institute
of Marxist-Leninist Studies at the Central Commit-
tee of the Party of Labour of Albania, and the
Party Committee of the Tirana District organized
a meeting, on June 27, 1977, where comrade
Nexhmije Hoxha, Member of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party and Director of the Institute of
Marxist-Leninist Studies at the Central Committee
of the PLA, delivered the paper entitled: «Some
Fundamental Questions of the Revolutionary Policy
of the Party of Labour of Albania about the Deve-
lopment of the Class Struggle», to an audience
made up of leading cadres of the Party, the state
organs, the army, the mass organizations, the
scientific institutions, propagandists etc.

This meeting opened the scientific sessions on
the class struggle, which were held in July in the
various districts of the country, under the auspices
of the Institute of Marxist-Leninist Studies and the
party committees of the districts. Apart from the
above paper, four other papers were also held in
these sessions, «Class Struggle in the Political Field
During the Period of Socialism», «The Struggle in
the Ideological Field, a Vast and Complicated Front
of the Class Struggle in the Socialist Society»,
«>ome Problems of the Class Struggle in the Eco-
nomic Field», «The Class Struggle within the Party,
a guarantee for the Party to Remain forever a
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Revolutionary Party of the Working Class», as
well as a number of copapers and contributions on
the problems of the class struggle in various fields.

This booklet contains the paper, «Some Fun-
damental Questions of the Revolutionary Policy of
the Party of Labour of Albania about the Deve-
lopment of the Class Struggle» published in the
theoretical and political organ of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party of Labour of Albania, «Rruga e
Partisé», Nr. 6, Tirana, 1977.




The 7th Congress of the Party devoted special
attention to the class struggle in order that it will
always be waged correctly and with determina-
tion.

«The major successes and victories our people
have achieved under the leadership of the Party,
in their struggle to develop the revolution and
construct socialism,» said comrade Enver Hoxha
at the Tth Congress, «are linked with the fact
that the Party has resolutely upheld the line of the
class struggle and waged it consistenly against the
internal and external enemies, as well as among
the people and in its own ranks.»!.

Among other things, their stands on the si-
gnificance and implementation of the theory of
the class struggle distinguish Marxist-Leninists
from revisionists. Marxist-Leninists consider the
class struggle as the main motive force of class
society and wage it with radically revolutionary
methods on the basis of irreconcilability with the
class enemies, and their policy and ideology. Re-
visionists follow the policy of conciliation with
the class enemies, internal and external, the policy
of extinguishing the class struggle, not only in the
instances when they deny it openly, but also on

1 Enver Hoxha, Report at the Tth Congress of the
PLA, Tirana 1976, p. 128 (bold type from the editor).



the instances when they accept this struggle in
words.

The PLA has always made the class struggle
the foundation ol its policy and practical activity.
Loyally adhering to the Marxist-Leninist theory
of the class struggle, it has further developed and
enriched the theory and practice of this struggle
with its revolutionary experience.

I shall dwell only on some questions of the
class struggle which were set out at the 7th Con-
gress of the Party, questions ol a universal prin-
cipled character, which have to do with the deve-
lopment of the struggle on the internal and exter-
nal fronts.

|

THE CLASS STRUGGLE — THE MAIN MOTIVE
FORCE IN OUR SOCIALIST SOCIETY

The class struggle is the main motive force,
not only in society with antagonistic classes, but
in every society divided into classes, including so-
cialist society.

The great classical teachers of Marxism-Le-
ninism have described the class struggle as «the
force which determines the development of the
society», «the true motive force of history», «the
basis of all development and its motive force».

Is this true for our socialist society, too, in
which the exploiting classes have been eliminated,
and in which other very important motive forces
nave emerged?

For as long as the question «who will win?»
has not been solved completely and finally, for
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as long as the fundamental contradiction remains
the confradiction between socialism and capital-
ism, between the socialist road and the capitalist
road, that is, until communism, in essence, the
definition which the great teachers of Marxism-
Leninism have given about the class struggle does
not change. The class struggle is the essence of all
the other motive forces in socialist society. Only
the profound understanding and the determined
and ceaseless waging of the class struggle enables
the other motive forces of socialist society to act
with all their force.

Our Party has always been clear that the
class struggle continues during the entire period
of transition from capitalism to communism. At-
tacking the viewpoint of the Khrushchevite revi-
sionists, who had proclaimed the class struggle a
thing of the past in socialism, the 5th Congress of
the PLA declared that the class struggle continues
even after the elimination of the exploiting clas-
ses, and at the same time set out the arguments
why and against whom the class struggle con-
tinues. This thesis is in full accord with what
Lenin said, that «the proletariat does not cease
the class struggle after the seizure of the state
power, but continues it until the elimination of
classes»! that is in communism.

At the 17th Congress of the Bolshevik Party
in 1934 Stalin, also, stated bluntly: «Classless so-
ciety cannot come automatically, as you might
say. It must be taken through struggle... by
strengthening the organs of the dictatorship of the
proletariat, by waging the class struggle, by eli-
minating classes, by liquidating the remnants of

1 V. I. Lenin Works, vol. 29, pp. 466-467, (Alb, ed.),



the capitalist classes, In struggle with both the
internal and external enemies»l.

The 7th Congress of the PLA reiterated this
correct Marxist-Leninist thesis, proven in prac-
tice, describing the class struggie as an objective
phenomenon in socialism, too, the main motive
force which determines the development of society.

The class struggle in our socialist society has
ils source:

On the one hand, in the existence of rem-
nants of the exploiting classes and in their aims
and efforts to regain their lost class power, riches,
privileges and prerogatives; in the hostile impe-
rialist-revisionist encirclement and in the aims
and etforts of external enemies to destroy our
socialist order by means of ideological aggression
or military aggression; in the emergence of new
capitalist elements and new internal enemies, who
become a great danger to the Party and the pro-
letarian power, to socialism: in the blemishes from
the old society which continue to exist for a long
time in the consciousness of men, blemishes which
become an obstacle 1o the proletarian ideology
and policy of the Party as dominant ideology and
policy; in the socalled «bourgeois right- in the
field of distribution, which socialist society is
obliged to use, although it limits it more and more;
in the differences between town and countryside,
physical work and mental work, etc., which can-
not be eliminated immediately.

The class struggle has its source not only in
these things mentioned above, but also in another

1 J. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 13, p. 337 (Alb, ed)), (hold
type Ifrom the editor).
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aspect, which is sometimes overlooked: in the
aims and efforts of the working class and its ally,
the cooperativist peasantry, under the leadership
of the proletarian party, to uproot every last trace
of capitalist society, to carry the socialist revolu-
tion through to complete and final victory, to the
complete construction of socialist and communist
society, to defend every victory of the revolution
and prevent a return to capitalism, to eliminate
classes completely, as well as to contribute in the
elimination of imperialist-revisionist oppression
and exploitation and the triumph of socialism on
a world scale.

The class struggle is an objective law ol de-
velopment, but the subjective factor plays the
decisive role in the ouicome of this struggle.

This struggle is a clash of opposing forces. As
In every struggle. one side wins, the other side
loses. The struggle which is going on at present
between socialism and capitalism is not automa-
tically crowned with the wvictory of socialism,
although in general, time is working for social-
ism. The triumph of socialism in every country
and on a world scale depends on the conscious-
ness, readiness, preparation, organization and mo-
bilization in struggle of the working class and the
other working masses, subjective conditions which
the party of the working class, as the leader of the
revolution, prepares.

What ought to be the relationship of the sub-
jective factor to the objective factor in the class
struggle? The Party must follow a revolutionary
policy of class struggle, built up on the basis of
its proefound knowledge and implementation of
the objective laws and conditions of this struggle,
must educate the masses with lofty socialist
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consciousness, must prepare and organize them
in the class struggle to the highest possible level,
must wage the struggle with revolutionary me-
thods, always together with the masses, and under
its leadership on the basis of the objective laws
and conditions,

Any stand and act not in conformity with the
objective laws and conditions, acts of terrorism or
adventurism, confusion, fear, loss of direction in
the struggle, passivity, or even worse, capitula-
tion to the pressure of enemies or difficulties and
obstacles are mortal blows to the revolution,
cause defeat in the class struggle and the revolu-
tion, make it possible for the imperialist, reactio-
nary bourgeois-imperialist forces, and revisionism
to win.

On the contrary, the policy of the class strug-
gle and leadership of the class struggle on the
scientific basis of the objective laws and condi-
tions, with determination, courage and revolutio-
nary farsightedness, with skill and proletarian
maturity, always holding the initiative in the
siruggle, lead to victory over the class enemies
and the reactionary old.

The class struggle is a life and death struggle
between socialism and capitalism and as such it is
waged objectively and fiercely during the entire
period of the transition to communism.

The thesis of our Party has been and is this:
the class struggle within the country is never
extinguished until the complete construction of
communist society, it is waged fiercely, with zig-
zags or peaks and troughs and is interwoven with
the class struggle on the external front. When we
speak about the class struggle it is important to
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stress its three inherent elements: a) its stern
character, b) the rises and falls of its development
and ¢) ils interconnection with the external front.

The Tth Congress of the Party pointed out
once again that «the construction of socialism is
a process of a stern class struggle between two
roads, the socialist road and the capitalist road»!,
Hence, not only the existence of the class struggle,
but also its stern development has an objective
character, because objectively, it cannot happen,
and is not to be expected, that the class enemy
will not resist, will not exert pressure, but will
prove to be big-hearted or give up its power, its
riches and its privileges voluntarily, and conse-
quently will not put up a fierce fight against the
social-political forces which aim to exterminate it,
while on the other hand, the working class with
its allies, with the proletarian party at the head,
can achieve its decided objectives and the cons-
truction of socialist and communist society only
through the revolution and resolute revolutionary
struggle.

The rises and falls are degrees of the stern-
ness of this struggle and have to do with the
concrete questions over which it is being waged,
with particular moments of the struggle around
one or the other issue, with the internal and inter-
national situations and circumstances, as well as
with other faclors of an objective and subjective
character.

In practical activity it is very important to
understand and apply correctly this conclusion of
our Party, arrived at on the basis of the Marxist-

1 Enver Hoxha, Report at the Tth Congress of ilhe
PLA, p. 127,
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Leninist theory of the class struggle and from the
many years of experience of the class struggle in
our country and on an international scale, to con-
sistently maintain correct stands and avoid falling
either into opportunism or into sectarianism.
Never forgetting that the class struggle does not
die out, that it develops fiercely, helps us to be
always vigilant, always on attack against the class
enemy, against the blemishes of the old society and
the bourgeois-revisionist ideology, to be ready at
all times to repulse any enemy attack. The falls
must never be understood as any slackening of
the class struggle. The Party and the dictatorship
of the proletariat are never permitted to ease up
in this struggle. If we ease up the struggle, the
enemy does not, so we merely give him the pos-
sibility to return to the attack, and the reactionary
old raises ils head. On the other hand, the Party
demands a clear understanding of the rises. The
line of the Party in regard to the class struggle
does not alter either at moments of rises or at
moments ol falls. In conformity with the situa-
tions, the Party takes the appropriate measures, so
that it always has the situation in hand, but it
does not incite the class struggle artificially, never
undertakes hasty, sectarian, adventurous acts,
never confuses the enemy with those who are not
enemies. or antagonistic contradictions with non-
antagonistic contradictions, always wages the class
struggle together with the working masses, and
1s fighting all the time in all fields and directions.

The class struggle within the country develops
in combination with the external front of the
struggle.

Our people have always been very clear about
who are our enemies.
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In regard to the external enemies the issue
has been relatively more simple. American impe-
rialism and Soviet socialimperialism are the main
enemies, not only of socialist Albania, but also of
all the peoples of the world. Our Party has never
cherished any illusions about either of these ene-
mies, has never divided the struggle against the
two imperialist superpowers and has prepared the
masses of the people for merciless and uncompro-
mising struggle against the aggressive and pre-
datory policy and activity of both the one and the
other superpower. Yugoslav revisionism and in-
ternational revisionism, the other imperialists and
world reaction, are also external enemies.

This does not mean that we have never had
anything to worry about in this direction of the
class struggle. Time and again underestimation or
an incomplete or superficial concept of the impe-
rialist-revisionist encirclement, of the struggle
against this encirclement and the external ene-
mies in general, have been noticed. The Party has
always drawn attention to such underestimations
and onesided and superficial concepts. In parti-
cular the speech of comrade Enver Hoxha on
March 15, 1973: «How Must the Imperialist-revi-
sionist Encirclement Be Understood and Combat-
ted», is of great importance. The struggle against
any opinion or stand which underestimates the
danger of the imperialist-revisionist encirclement,
ideological and military aggression from abroad,
against any lack of vigilance and slackening of our
preparation, from every view point, 10 cope with
either form of aggression, remains one of the most
important permanent tasks. The 7th Congress of
the Party demands total mobilization in the
struggle against the imperialist-revisionist encir-
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clement, strengthening our internal front against
this encirclement in all directions, in the fields of
defence and the economy, of policy and ideology.
At the meeting with the Vlora party activists,
comrade Enver Hoxha again dwelt on the great
task of how the imperialist-revisionist encircle-
ment must be thoroughly understood, and especial-
ly how this encirclement must be combatted and
smashed.

The enemy pressure from abroad is combined
with the regressive internal enemy pressure in a
single front against the Party and the working
masses, with the aim of providing the soil and the
necessary nutriment for Right opportunism, revi-
sionism.

The 4th, 5th, 6th, and Tth plenum of the
Central Committee of the Party made the ques-
tion of the ties and collaboration which exist bet-
ween the external and internal enemies more
clear. All the internal enemies, without exception,
are at the same time, in one way or the other, agen-
cies of external imperialist and revisionist enemies
regardless of whether these connections and this
collaboration are realized directly or indirectly.
The threads which unite the former with the latter
are numerous. They are not united only by their
common anti-communist ideology and identical
aim of eliminating the Party and the dictatorship
of the proletariat, and the whole socialist order
in our country. They are united also by the sup-
port they render each other in the practical acti-
Vily they carry out, the former from within, the
second from abroad, to achieve this aim. Without
each other’s support, it is difficult if not impos-
sible for them to act more or less successfully.
Their need for each other drives them in search
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of various ways and means to establish, not only
indirect ties, but also direct ties, to ensure the
strongest possible mutual support and backing and
the most extensive and fruitful coordination of
their hostile work. This was confirmed once again
by uncovering the ties and collaboration between
some revisionist states and the enemy groups of
plotters and putchists of Beqir Balluku, Abdyl Ké-
llezi, and Fadil Pagrami and their running dogs,
which were punished by the Party and the people
in recent years.

The class struggle has in essence the antagon-
istic and non-antagonistic contradictions. The re-
solution of these contradictions through the class
struggle drives society forward.

Therefore, in order to wage the class struggle
correctly, it is necessary to have a profound know-
ledge of these contradictions and their character,
to deline the fundamental contradiction In any
given stage of the revolution, on the resolution of
which the resolution of all the other contradic-
tions depends, to always follow a revolutionary
method in resolving contradictions, using ways
and means that vary in conformity with the cha-
racter of one or the other contradiction.

Everybody knows that class contradictions are
divided into two major groups: antagonistic and
non-antagonistic. The contradictions between so-
cialism and capitalism, between the proletarian
ideology and the bourgeois and revisionist
ideology, between the socialist morality and the
petty-bourgeois psychology, religious prejudices
and backward customs, between us and the
enemies, are antagonistic contradictions. The
contradictions among the working masses, among
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various aspects of our socialist order are non-anta-
gonistic.

Antagonistic contradictions are characteristic
of society with antagonistic classes. But in a socie-
ty with non-antagonistic classes, such as our so-
cialist society, where the exploiting classes have
been eliminated. what place do these contradic-
tions occupy?

The Party has always made it clear that anta-
gonistic contradictions have not disappeared in our
country with the elimination of the exploiting
classes as such; they exist along with the non-
antagonistic contradictions.

The fundamental antagonistic contradiction is
always the contradiction between socialism and
capitalism, between the socialist road and the ca-
pitalist road.

This confradiction. as all experience of the
revolutionary struggle shows, is resolved little by
little, according to the stages of the revolution:
first on the political plane with the seizure of po-
litical power by the working class with its party
at the head, on the economic plane with the cons-
truction of the economic base of socialism in
town and countryside, on the ideological plane
with the complete triumph of the proletarian
ldeology over the bourgeois ideology, of commun-
1st morality over bourgeois morality. The victory
in the ideological field is not achieved immediately
after the seizure of power and the establishment
of socialist relations in production.

The bitter experience of the Soviet Union has
shown that as long as the fundamental contradic-
fion has not been resolved, in the ideological field,
too, the fundamental contradiction in the political
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and economic fields cannot be considered as sol-
ved completely and finally, that is, the triumph of
the socialist revolution cannot be considered com-
plete and final. Thus, neither with the seizure of
power, nor with the construction of the economic
base of socialism is the question, «who will win»,
resolved finally, in other words, the fundamental
contradiction between socialism and capitalism,
between the socialist and capitalist road is not
resolved finally. This fundamental contradiction
remains during the whole period of the transition
to communism.

If the class struggle is not waged correctly
and ceaselessly, not only in the ideological field,
but also in the political and economic fields, the
possibility exists of the transformation of non-
antagonistic contradictions into antagonistic ones.
That this possibility has not been eliminated, that
not all the antagonistic contradictions have been
eliminated in our socialist society, hence, that the
source of the restoration of capitalism has not
been eliminated, is shown by the fact that time
and again elements hostile to the revolution and
socialism emerge, not only from the ranks of the
remnants of the former exploiting classes, but also
from the ranks of the working people, and even
from the ranks of the communists, The presence of
the state, also, proves the existence of antagonistic
contradictions and the absolute necessity for it as
a weapon to resolve the antagonistic and non-
antagonistic contradictions correctly and prevent
the latter from becoming antagonistic. Marx and
Lenin have called the state the product and mani-
festation of the irreconcilability of class contradic-

tions.
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For these reasons, the class struggle is waged
to resolve antagonistic and non-antagonistic con-
tradictions. Someone might raise the question: «if
the class struggle is waged also to resolve non-
antagonistic contradictions, then it can be sup-
posed that the class struggle must be permanent,
because there will be non-anlagonistic contradic-
tions in communism, too-.

The issue is clear: in socialism, even though
the non-antagonistic contradictions are amongst
the people, within the socialist order, they are, in
the final account, contradictions of a class charac-
ter, which still have the possibility of conversion
into antagonistic contradictions, if they are not
dealt with and resolved correctly. In full commun-
ism, the contradictions will not have a class cha-
racter, hence they will no longer have the possibi-
lity of becoming antagonistic. Therefore, the class
struggle is not permanent, it ceases when the
classes disappear completely.

S0, it is necessary to guard against underes-
imation or overestimation of the one or the other
set of contradictions; it would not be correct to
consider one set as of primary importance, and
the other of secondary importance. DBoth anta-
gonistic and non-antagonistic contradictions have
their own important place. Underestimation of
one group to the detriment of the other causes
misunderstandings and becomes a source for
wrong attitudes and acts.

The question arises: where are the anta-
gonistic contradictions mainly concentrated in the
present stage? Opinions are expressed: in the
ideological field, proceeding from the fact that
this is a very wide and complicated front of the
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struggle for the resolution of the fundamental
antagonistic contradiction. There are other opini-
ons that the antagonistic contradictions are con-
centrated mainly in the political field, proceeding
from the fact that the political struggle for the
state power, as the fundamental question of the
revolution, is the highest form of the «class
struggle, while in the ideological field we have
mainly non-antagonistic contradictions, for here
we have to do with alien concepts and manifesta-
tions among our people. In reality, we find anta-
gonistic contradictions, like non-antagonistic con-
tradictions, in all the main fields. The class enemy
aims to weaken and eliminate not only the dicta-
torship of the proletariat and the national inde-
pendence, but also the socialist economic order,
and the proletarian ideology; it acts in the three
fields and in the three fields the danger of bour-
geois-revisionist degeneration exists; hence the
class struggle is waged in the three fields, be-
tween us and the enemies, between the socialist
road and the capitalist road, between the prole-
tarian ideology and the bourgeois-revisionist ideo-
logy:.

Therefore, the opinion according to which, the
contradictions of either group are centered in one
or the other main field not only do not conform
to the reality, but also lead to the weakening of
the class struggle, which, according to the orienta-
tions of the 7th Congress of the Party, is complete
and correct when it is waged frontally in all the
fields and directions, over all issues in a combined
way.

Such opinions may lead to the mixing up of
contradictions, a thing which becomes the source
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of wrong attitudes and acts of an opportunist or
sectarian character.

Our Party has always stressed that the class
struggle is waged in all fields — political, economic,
ideological. This fundamental thesis was reiterated
and further enriched by the 7th Congress of the
Party.

Prior to the 5th Congress there were discus-
sions about the question: which is the main {ront
of the class struggle?

On the basis of the 5th Congress of the Party,
which declared that the class struggle «today is
first of all an ideological struggle~, sometimes the
conclusion has been drawn that the ideological
front is the main front of the class struggle. Our
Party has always stressed, and the 5th Congress
also stressed that «the struggle against enemies
alway remains a primary duty for the Party, the
state and our working people», that «the struggle
against bureaucracy is one of the main directions
of the class struggle» and that «the class struggle
is also the struggle against theft and misuse of the
socialist property»l. If there have been any signs of
weakening of the class struggle in the political
and economic fields, this has been the result main-
lv of a superficial understanding and, in many
instances, practice of the ideological struggle, of
its reduction, as comrade Enver Hoxha criticized
at the 4th plenum of the Central Committee, to a
struggle by means of lectures, conferences and
slogans, whereas the ideological struggle leaves no

1 Enver Hoxha, Report at the 5th Congress of the
PLA, The 5th Congress of the PLA, pp. 126, 136.
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field, problem and task unattacked, aims at the
resolution of all political, economic, ideological, so-
cial, military, cultural and other problems and
tasks.

The main thing for everybody is to under-
stand and apply the lesson which the 7th Con-
gress drew from our experience of the class strug-
gle, that «..unless it is waged in all its main di-
rections, political, economic and ideological, no
class struggle can ever be complete.. At given
periods, now one or now the other form of class
struggle may come to the fore, but in every case
it should be waged on all fronts. We should not
forget that the enemy, too, wages his struggle in
all directions: ideological, economic and political»1,
The class struggle is waged on all fronts, not only
because the enemy wages his struggle in all direc-
tlons, but, first of all, because we are developing
the revolution in all fields and directions. There-
fore, the three fundamental directions — ideolo-
gical, political, economic — of the class struggle
are very important. If the struggle is weakened in
one direction, the whole class struggle will be
weakened and crippled.

The 7th Congress pointed out not only that it
1s necessary to wage the class struggle, and equally
important, to wage it in all fields and directions,
but also that the three main forms of this strug-
gle — political, economic, ideological, «are inter-
connected with and supplement one another». The
class struggle is waged in this complex way, be-
cause ideology, policy and ecenomy are interwo-
ven with one another.

1 Enver Hoxha, Report at the Tth Congress of the
PLA, p. 136 (bold type from the editor).
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In practice there is not and cannot be a simply
ideological, simply political or simply economic
struggle. The struggle in one field divorced from
the struggle in the other field would no longer
have any value.

Having the triumph of the communist ideo-
logy and morality as its objective the ideological
struggle must be aimed, first and foremost, at the
preservation and strengthening of the dictatorship
of the proletariat, the preservation, strengthening
and development of the socialist property, pro-
ceeding from the standpoint that the political
power is the fundamental question of the revolu-
tion, while the ultimate aim is the construction
of communist relations of production. OQOutside
these objectives the communist ideology and mo-
rality can never triumph completely. Therefore
the ideological struggle cannot be waged as a
struggle in itself but it is developed as a struggle
which creates profound socialist and revolutio-
nary convictions in the people and which
serves directly, on this basis, in the resolution of
all the political, economic, cultural and military
tasks of the socialist construction and the defence
of the Homeland.

Having the preservation and strengthening of
the dictatorship of the proletariat and the national
sovereignty as its objective, the political struggle
achieves this objective only on the basis of pro-
found socialist, patriotic. and revolutionary con-
victions of the working people, as well as on the
basis of a strong and developed socialist economy,
which ensures rapid and allround development ot
the productive forces and production. The dic-
tatorship of the proletariat and the national inde-
pendence can never last without their own social-
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ist economic base and the proletarian ideological
foundation. Therefore, the political struggle must
not be just an administrative struggle, but must
also be an ideological and economic struggle.
Having the preservation, strengthening and
continuous development of the socialist mode of
production as its objective, the struggle in the eco-
nomic field achieves this objective only on the
basis of a strong and stable proletarian power. of
socialist democracy, of a sound alliance of the
working class with the cooperativist peasantry, of
the unity of the people, complete national inde-
pendence, and also, only on the basis of the pro-
found socialist revolutionary convictions of the
working people. For this reason the struggle in
the economic field is, at the same time, an ideolo-
gical and political class struggle, too.
Meanwhile, the objectives in all directions
are achieved only on the basis of the undivided
leadership of the working class and its revolution-
ary party, therefore the class struggle in all fields
and directions must be aimed at the preservation
and strengthening of this leadership without fail.

It is necessary to understand, also, that irres-
pective of the interconnection of all the main
directions of the class struggle and the equally
great importance of each of these directions, until
the classes and enemies are eliminated, the political
struggle remains the highest form of this struggle,
in the sense that over no other question does the
class struggle become so severe and mount to such
a climax, as over the question of state power. The
socialist revolutionary upheavals, as well as the
bourgeois revisionist counterrevolutionary uphea-
vals, always begin with the state power. This is
the source of the stern struggle that has always

23



been waged, and which is being waged today be-
tween the Marxist-Leninists and the revisionists,
over the question of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat.

The Socialist State Is The Most Poweriul
Weapon Of The Class Struggle.

The socialist state remains the state of the
dictatorship of the proletariat until communism,
The «theories» of the Titoites about the «wither-
ing away of the state» already, as well as the
«theories» of the Khrushchevite revisionists about
«the state of the entire people», are nothing but
«theories» of the dying out of the class struggle,
of the rejection of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat. Lenin stressed that in order to go on to com-
munism the dictatorship of the proletariat must
be strengthened and not weakened. Our Party of
Labour has always followed these immortal teach-
1ngs.

The dictatorship of the proletariat is the most
powerful weapon of the class struggle in the hands
of the working class and its party. To wage the
class struggle correctly, it is important not only
to accept that the socialist state, even after the
elimination of the exploiting classes, for the entire
period of transition to communism, remains the
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat, but also
to define the functions of this state for the entire
period correctly, on a class basis.

At the 4th Congress of the PLA, when the build-
ing of economic bases of socialism in town and
countryside and the entry into a new stage, that

of the complete construction of the socialist society,
was announced, the Party made it clear that also in
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this stage the function of repression of the social-
ist state, along with the function of the defence
of the Homeland, remained always «very import-
ant functions-.

At the same time, the economic-organizational
and cultural-educative role, which our proletarian
state began to perform when it was set up, with
the construction of the economic base of socialism
deepened and extended further in the sphere of
the activity of the socialist state.

But with this the importance of the function
of repression did not lower. As long as the anfa-
gonistic contradictions and the fierce class struggle
between us and the enemies, between the socialist
road and the capitalist road exist, the function of
repression of the socialist state is neither elimi-
nated, nor passes on a second plane.

Every function of the state of the dictatorship
of the proletariat has its great importance. Its
functions of organization and management of the
economy and culture, education, suppression of
the hostile and criminal activity, of the defence of
the Homeland from the external enemy are
exerted in unity, fulfil one another.

Overestimation or underestimation of the one
function of the state to the detriment of the other
has dangerous consequences. Underestimation of
the function of repression or defence leads to the
slackening of revolutionary vigilance and weaken-
ing of the class struggle against internal and ex-
ternal enemies. Underestimation of the economic-
organizational and cultural-educative function also
has catastrophic consequences for the complete
construction of socialist society.

The dictatorship of the proletariat uses vio-
lence for the destruction of the old society and the
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construction of the new socialist society, despite
the resistance put up by the enemies (it acted in
this way in the liquidation of the economic base
of the big land proprietors, foreign and local capi-
talists, ete.).

Thus, we have the universal use of violence
as a means of the class struggle to settle the issues
of the revolution, while the level and forms of the
violence depend on the level of the resistance of
the enemies. Lenin has stressed, «The greater the
extréemes of the exploiters’ resistance, the more
vigorously, firmly, ruthlessly and successfully will
they be suppressed..».! Hence, the level, forms
and severity of the violence of the suppression,
depend on the resistance and activity of the ene-
mies, but not the universal use of violence.

The differentiated stand in waging the class
struggle is also one of the essential elements of
the revolutionary method of waging the class
struggle. Our Party and the socialist state have
always applied a differentiated class policy.

Differentiation is made not only between
kulaks, elements of the former exploiting classes
in general, anti-party elements, on the one hand,
and their offspring in the other, but also between
the enemies themselves. In conformity with the
degree of culpability and the social danger they
represent, one is left at large but kept under
control, the other is imprisoned, one is sentenced
to 2-3 years, another to 10 or 20 years, while still
another is shot.

It is in our interests to have the minimum
number of enemies, therefore efforts are made for
their re-education, both when they are in prison

1 V. I. Lenin, Works, vol. 26, p. 445 (Alb. ed.),
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