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FROM THE RESOLUTICN OF THE MEETING OF
THE PRINCIPAL COMMUNIST GROUPS OF
ALBANIA FOR THE CREATION
OF THE PARTY

November 1941

RESOLUTION

The first meeting of the principal communist groups
of Albania concluded with this resolution:

V. ORGANIZATIONAL TASKS

The narrowly sectarian organizations of the past,
with their group and factional spirit, were founded on
a very limited basis and often almost entirely isolated
from the masses; such communist cells existing so far
should be done away wilth and reorganized as soon as
possible, for this sort of work has been guite wrong. The
method of work with the youth is also wrong; this work
has been done on a narrow basis, setting up cells which
in the majority of cases have been isolated in themselves
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and have lacked broad links with the mass of worker,
peasant, and intellectual youth. These are the two prin-
cipal organizational shortcomings, and it is essential to
eliminate them as scon as possible.

One of the fundamental laws of the development of -
a party of the new type, a Bolshevik Party, is struggle
on two fronts, against its own mistakes and especially
against attempls to create groups, and irreconcilable
struggle against the class enemy. Thus the party will not
become a party of the old type, a party like those of the
social-democrat second International, which were corro-
ded by inactivity, nepotism, factionalism, and betrayal
of the interests of the working class. We want a discipli-
ned party, in which the comrades submit to the higher
organs (committees), a party able to lead the working
class in siruggle till victory, a party closely linked with
all the working masses of town and couniryside. «If they
do not separale from the people, from the mother who
gave them birth, the communisis will be invincible»1,
says our great teacher Stalin. This is the sort of party
we want.

It is essential Tor us to continue our work more ener-
getically, and to get rid of all negative and unhealthy
symptoms and theories.

To safeguard our Parly from the attacks of the class
enemy, from various factionalist tendencies, from the
destructive activity of some individuals, it is necessary
to carry on as quickly as possible and as energetically as
possible with the purge of the party ranks, preserving
what is good and separating it from alien influence. It is
necessary to liquidate narrowness in our work, politick-

1. Cf. J. V. Stalin, Works, vol. 14, p. 136 (Alb. ed)).



ing, liberalism, and manifestations of opportunism. There-
fore we must always be wvigilant politically and organi-
zationally, and cooperation between the rank-and-file
members and leaders is essential. In this respect, it is
necessary to know the ability of all the committees and
party members, and everyone should be assigned to the
appropriate place,

To uphold unity in the Party, we must throw out of
the Party all the incorrigible factionalists and those affec-
ted by cronyism. Thus, the Party is further strengthened
through the purging of its ranks. We must pay special
attention to the comrades who have rid themselves of
cronyism and have become devoted fighters of the Party.

Cronyism, factionalism, and indiscipline are the main
causes of weakness among the communist organizations
of Albania.

Hence the following tasks face the party organiza-
tion:

1) To select the members and organize them in cells,
and to create new cells. The cell system must without
fail, and in the shortest possible time, become the orga-
nizational basis of the Party.

2) We must consolidate immediately its ranks with
new forces, sound fighters, workers and peasants recruit-
ed from among the poor of town and countryside. We
should dispense once and for all with timidity and secta-
rianism towards admitting sound worker and peasant
elements into the Party. Its cells should emerge from
the worker movement, from which the true leaders of
the Party emerge.

3) We should energetically insist on raising the ideo-
logical, theoretical, and political level of the cadres
through the study of Marxist-Leninist theory, and through
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the study of the History of the CPSU(B), which constitu-
tes the main pivot in the formation of a strong under-
ground communist party; this study course will be useful
for training comrades to fight against all phrasemonger-
ing and unhealthy intellectualism.

4) In the cells and committees, the work should be
divided among all the members according to the abilities
of each.

5) Only he who accepts the party program, takes
active part in a party organization (cell) and pays the
membership dues can be a party member.

6) Strong links should be established between the
cells and the regional committees, and between the lower
and higher committees.

7) The committees should constantly check up on
the work of the cells and of every party member. In
particular we should guard against the possibility of the
old cronyism smuggling its way into our cells.

8) To bring about a healthy situation in the Party,
the cells should take as much initiative as possible and
the leading comrades should give this initiative every
assistance. The comrades should exert all their willpower
and zeal in the daily work of the Party. They should
increase love for the Party, and keep the name of com-
munist and the name of the Party untarnished.

9) Indiscipline, and scorn and contempt for work
and for the decisions of the Party, are among the gravest
and most harmful manifestations in the organization. It
is essential that these manifestations are done away with,
and that iron discipline and total submission to all deci-
sions of the Party are enforced. Therefore, the Party
will energetically expel from its ranks anyone who
breaches discipline, and any elements with anarchist,
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opportunist and ligquidationist tendencies, or unhealthy
ambition.

10) On the question of party security and keeping
secrets from the class enemy, some liquidationist, oppor-
tunist, and traitorous elements say that they cannot
endure fortures, but must confess and betray their
comrades; these are viewpoints alien to the Party of the
proletariat, and should be ruthlessly suppressed. So far,
our security has been wvery bad. We maintain secrecy in
order to safeguard our organization against the class
enemy, and not to hide behind a curtain and withdraw
into ourselves.

11) We should extend our organizational links to all
those places, where, so far, nothing or very little has
been done.

12) We should engage in agitation and propaganda
activity among the broad mass of the people, and orga-
nize and carry out combat actions.

13) We should create and organize concretely the
guerrilla movement of the masses, as the framework of
the future army, and the real material and political bases
for the guerrilla units, together with other political par-
ties and with the national liberation movement,

14) Tt is essential to make a change in the work with
women. The present situation in particular obliges us to
undertake serious work among women: we should admit
working women to the Party, and help them in their
work to mobilize the mass of women in the liberation
war.

15) The party organization and the higher organs must
help the Albanian Communist Youth in its development
and in the mobilization of all honest Albanian youth.



16) The party organization should collect contributions
for the Party to enable it to carry on broad party acti-
vity in the liberation war, and to aid the victims of the
white terror. This work should be strengthened and
extended over the entire country.

Every organization must have some sort of discipline,
but in our Communist Party it is essential that we have
a special discipline, which stems from the high conscious-
ness of the party members, as the most conscious sons of
the working class and the people. The difficult conditions
of underground activity make even more rigorous disci-
pline imperative, especially here in Albania. Every party
member must submit to party discipline. Without iron
discipline and unity, our Party, which has a large num-
ber of enemies cannot possibly lead the struggle success-
fully. Indiscipline is brought into the Party by alien
elements who worm their way into it with the intention
of destroying it from within. Thus, various elements from
petty-bourgeois strata enter the Party without having
got rid of their petty-bourgeois spirit, people who are
not mature enough to be party members, or carierists,
who make trouble and prepare the ground for anti-party
and Trotskyite activities. It is not difficult to recognize
these people, if we keep our eyes open.

The Conference! and the higher organs® pledge that
the party organization in Albania will exert all its efforts
to eliminate the unhealthy situation which has dominated
all the communist organizations in Albania, and will

1. The meeting of the communist groups.
2. The Provisional Central Committee of the CPA and
the Central Committee of the Albanian Communist Youth.
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muster all the organizational forces of the Party for the
struggle for the bolshevization of our Party, which must
fulfil the great tasks which face it today.

----------------------------------------------

THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA

«Principal Documents of the
PLA», vol. 1, 2nd ed., pp. 11,
22-26, 21.



REPORT DELIVERED TO THE 1st CONSULTATIVE
MEETING OF THE ACTIVISTS OF THE COMMUNIST
PARTY OF ALBANIA!

(April 8, 1942)

Comrades,

The cause of a certain degree of organizational frag-
mentation, and the fact that our Party is not yet conso-
lidated as an organization, should be sought in the group
spirit which still exists. Comrades, in the resolution of
the Meeting of all the main communist groups in Alba-
niaZ, you have seen how things stood in regard to

1, The 1st Consultative Meeting of the activists of the
CPA began its proceedings in Tirana on April 8, 1942, and
continued for three days with some interruptions. The main
report was delivered by comrade Enver Hoxha. The meeting
adopted a resolution setting out the tasks to be carried out
to strengthen the Party, to establish and consolidate its links
with the masses and to mobilize them in the National Libe-
ration War.

2. The Meeting of the main communist groups in Albania
was held in underground conditions from the 8th to the 14th
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communist work in our country. You have seen what
great mistakes these groups have made, Because of
these errors, orderly work has still to be established, and
we have not yet been able to advance as we should.

Vacillation, liberalism, rivalry, an opportunist under-
standing of issues, etc., brought-about a difficult situa-
tion for our movement. Everyone was striving for him-
self, each thinking that the essential thing was to form
groups and to make themselves into a «party», by abu-
sing the others, pointing out all their -mistakes», say-
ing that the others were to blame for everything, while
they alone were «absolutely rights.

As you know, we¢ have had many groups,

of November 1941. On the first day of its proceedings it took
the historic decision of merging the groups and of founding
the Communist Party of Albania (CPA). The meeting heard
the reports on the activity of each group, on the successes
and shortcomings of the communist movement in Albania,
and the vital problems facing the Party.

In the course of the discussions of the ideological, tactical
and organizational questions of the Party, pronounced
divergencies emerged among the representatives of groups.
Comrade Enver Hoxha and other comrades waged a bitier
principled struggle against the anti-Marxist and liquidation-
ist theses of the chiefs of the «Youth» group. The social-
- democrat viewpoints which had hardly begun to spread in
Albania by the renegades of the communist movement, the
Trotskyite line and activity of the «Zjarri» group which
posed itsclf as the «Communist Party of Albania», as well
as alien views: which had struck root in the ranks of the
communist groups were condemned. The Meeting adopted a
Resolution which made a thorough analysis and a Marxist-
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such as those of  Xorca3, Shkodra%, and the

Leninist assessment of the international situation and the
communist movement in Albania, it mapped out the ideolo-
gical and organizational basis on which the CPA was founded
and outlined its revolutionary program and tactics.

3. The communist group of Korca was formed in June
1929, 1t was the first revolutionary organization of the Al-
banian working class, but suffered from marked ideological
and organizational weaknesses. Anti-Marxist elements had
found their way into the group. The communist liferature
studied by its members was not entirely Marxist and includ-
ed also Trotskyite and anarchical materials. Due to these
shortcomings it remained isolated from the worker move-
ment and confined itself to the town of Korga only. With the
arrival of the distinguished communist militant Ali Kelmendi
from the Soviet Union, where a communist group of Alba-
nians was created as early as 1928, the activity of the commu-
nist group of Korca entered a new stage. The members of
the group began tp combine illegal with legal work, to take
active part in legal worker and trade societies and turn them
into revolutionary organizations, they began to {translate
genuinely Marxist literature, extend their activity to other
towns, especially in Tirana where a branch was set up, direc-
ted by comrade Enver Hoxha which later became an impor-
tant centre of the communist and anti-fascist movement in
the capital.

4, The communist group of Shkodra was formed in 1934
and extended also to several other towns. The head of the
group was an intellectual of wrong theoretical views and
marked political unclarity. When arrested, under Zog’s
regime, he knelt down before the enquiry and told on all
the ‘comrades of his group. The activity of the group was
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«Youth»5 group, and we have also had two people of
the communist group of Korca, who have set up a sort
of small group. They have gathered around themselves
a few people over whom they have some influence, and
have kept them «for their own ends». These comrades
are A. and M. There were also two Trotskyite groups:
that of Fundo® and of Qendro? and finally, a group of

limited to student and trade circles, and some working cen-
tres. This group had not a clear-cut political line, a definite
organizational form and a sound discipline and secrecy. Like
other groups, that of Shkodra, apart from Marxist literature
circulated Trotskyite and anarchical literature.

5. The «Youth» group was formed in 1940 as a result of
the division and weakness of the communist movement. It
began as a faction of the communist group of Korca and
Jater on emerged as a. separate group. Elements of marked
Trotskyite and anarchical views placed themselves at its
head. The group swelled its ranks with intellectual elements
of bourgeois and petty-bourgeois extraction. Its leadership
emerged with an anti-Marxist ideological and political plat-
form. It held that Albania lacked prolefariat, that the class
struggle did not exist in Albania. and therefore there was
no basis to form the Communist Party, that peasantry was
conservative, reactionary and could not become the ally of
the working class, that the links with the masses and the
work among them would endanger the cadres, that the
fascist occupation promoted the development of capitalism
and the growth of the prolefariat!

6. Llazar (Zoi) Fundo, deserter from the group of Korca.
chief of a small Trotskyite group in Tirana, offered his ser-
vices to the reaction and occupiers.

7. Aristidh Qendro, a deserter from the communist group
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liquidationist opportunists: the «Zjarri» group {we shall
have more to say later about all the groups and indi-
viduals).

This was the siluation in Albania before the Meet-
ing of the main groups. Things could not go on like that.
It was necessary o advance {o sometihing new. some-
thing more organized. to the Parly.

We consider that we found the best and most appro-
priate means necessary in such a situalion. We have used
the system of unification from below up, under a single
leadership chosen from those people who were least
infected with the old group spirit, and who have given
the surest guarantees that they will earry out the line of
the Party. We have set to work. But we should not for-
get that in the course of such a major job much of the
old has managed to smuggle itself into our ranks, and
many such harmful elements are still to be found today.
Comrades accepted from wvarious groups (who, in the
time of the groups, may have been excellen{ «militants»
and first-rate «agitators» for the cause of their own
group) have shown themselves Lo be very weak as mem-
bers of the Party. This has come about because these
comrades were not known earlier, and thus there are
many harmful and unstable elements to be found in our
ranks. It seems that the spirit of groups is much stronger
than we had thought at first. Many of these people have
remained in Tirana, in particular, where the situation
with regard to the liquidation of the groups is least satis-
factory. chiefly because it is here that all the represen-
tatives of the groups. including the most quarrelsome

of Korca, chiel of a small Trotskyite group in Tirana, placed
himself at the service of reaction and occcupiers.
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factionalists are to be found, those who find difficulty
in reconciling themsclves to the new organizational line.
Their former situation is shaken, and the new situation
has not entered their heads and thus they carry on in
the old spirit, outside the line of the Party, hindering
its work and orderly development.

It is no secret to any communist that two irends
‘have formed, one of which has agreed to support the
Party and has rigorously set about the task. carrying out
the line, while the other has reservalions on all ques-
tions, criticising (objectively it has {ried lo prevent the
party work from developing systematically), putting spo-
kes in the wheel and hindering the activity of the Party.
These elements come from various groups, but mostly
from the «Youth» group (particularly in Tirana), whose
representatives, Anastas and Xhepi8, even after promis-

8. Anastas Lula, ex-chief of the «Youth» group. At the
meeting of the communist groups in November 1941, together
with the former vice-chairman of the group, Sadik Premte
(Xhepi), he endeavoured 1o hinder the forming of the Commu-
nist Party of Albania. Following the founding of the Party,
they fought by every manner of means against the political
line of the Party and its Central Committee. In the 1st Con-
sultative Meeting of Activists, the CPA admonished them
for the last time to give up their anti-Marxist activity and
carry out the directives of the Party. But thev did not change
their ways. They organized a dangerous faction in the bosom
of the Party. In June 1942, the Exliraordinary Conference
of the Party destroyed this Trotskyite faction and expelled
its chiefs from the Party. As theyv kept up their treacherous
activity, the 1st National Conflerence of the CPA branded
them as enemies of the Party and people,



ing to end their former activity and to act according to
the directives of the Provisional Central Commitiee, still
maintain their old connections.

Up to now we have been of the opinion that we
should be patient with these comrades and convince
them fo submit t¢ discipline and to understand the nece-
ssity that they carry out the directives to the letter. Now
we should resort 1o another method, that of purging the
Party of harmful elements, of all those who hinder the
work and development of the Parly. In our opinion we
must resort to this method without fail, if we do not
wish to fall into the old bog and if we want the Party
to develop in a unity of discipline. An irreconcilable
struggle should be waged against all devia ions, whate-
ver their origin and whatever group they come from.
It is impermissible for us to slip into the position of the
old social-democrats, who said: «Better an insecure peace
than a good clash». A struggle must be waged also against
all those who attack the work of the Party from outside
(Z.)%, because we should be clear that only through such
a struggle can the Party be consolidated. We should
unmask harmful elements before the masses of the
people. If we don’t denounce them before the people
they could deceive others who are honest,

9. The «Trotskyite «Zjarri» group was formed in Greece
in 1936. It engaged in an openly hostile activity against the
communist groups and against the CPA. In the beginning
of 1943 it was finally destroyed.
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1) THE SITUATION WITHIN THE PARTY

A full understanding of the structure of our orga-
nization and how the Party is run has not yet been for-
med. This is due to many causes, and in particular to
the fact that the comrades do not have good understand-
ing of Marxism-Leninism, that they do not appreciate
the importance of linking theory with practice, or that
they do not have a grasp of the most fundamental ques-
tions which must be grasped by a communist organizer,
agitator, and propagandist. It is clear that things cannot
go on like this. We must do a great deal of work in every
field to raise the level of the comrades’ understanding,
so that they can make progress and become leaders. But
we cannot possibly do this if we do not link theoretical
work with the practical work, because, «without a revolu-
tionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement»*;
that is to say, we have to follow the road pointed out
by our immortal teacher, Lenin, towards the linking of
theory with practice, linking theoretical development
with practical work. It is impermissible for us to neglect
the one on account of the other, to underestimate the
one and give more importance to the other. Both-in the
one direction and in the other, our work is lagging. It is
lagging painfully; only those who refuse to look at them-
selves, who close their eyes to the truth, can fail to see
this. .

Lack of knowledge causes grave elementary errors
in our work, and this is to some extent the reason why
the spirit of groups still exists.

The best way to undersiand this question more cle-

*) Lenin, What is to be done? Works, vol. 5, p. 434.
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arly is to look back at the past, at history. We shall try
to avoid going into detail, and will take up only the
most important matters, which have an obvious influ-
ence on gencral problems. We should speak of these
matters, even if only in general terms, although some
of them belong to the past. In our opinion, we should
continue to discuss them for a long time yet, until the
spirit of groups is totally eradicated, and we have fully
mastered the work of the Party. But this must not be
taken to mean that we should mark time for ever while
we dig up the past, or that we should point out only this
or that mistake of a group, but we should draw from
the experience of the past whatever is of value to us for
the present and the future.

The lack of firm contacts and knowledge about
organizalional matters, the lack of unity, the lack of
faith in the cause of the struggle of the working class
and the labouring pcople, the irresponsibility of comra-
des, distrust of and failure to implement directives of
the Comintern which were of historic importancelo,
ambitions and cronyism, the influence of the bourgeoi-
sie, the tendency to lie low in order to conceal that one
is a communist and many other such things have caused
to old group rivalries to flare up to the point where their
struggle has come out into the open.

This has led to individuals and groups working with-
out plans, without check-up, without responsibility to

10. The directives of the Communist International for
the communist movement in Albania, were drafted on the
basis of the decisions of the 7th Congress of the Comintern,
which held its proccedings from July 25 to August 25, 1935.
They reached Albania in 1937.
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