CHAPTER II
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA —

ORGANIZER AND LEADER OF THE WAR -

FOR THE LIBERATION OF THE COUNTRY
AND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
PEOPLE’S POWER

(1941-1944)

1. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY.
ATTEMPTS TO UNITE AND MOBILIZE THE
MASSES IN THE NATIONAL-LIBERATION WAR.

The Party had to cope with very great
difficulties and obstacles in order to accomp-
lish its historic tasks.

From the communist groups, from which
it had originated, the Party inherited very
weak connections with the masses. Throughout
the country savage terror reigned. The Italian
armed forces, maintaining the occupation
regime in Albania, reached nearly 100 thou-.
sand men. In December 1941, «strong man»
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Mustafa Kruja, a lackey and inveterate agent
of fascism, was placed at the head of the
Quisling government, in order to crush the
communist organizations and to subjugate the

- Albanian people. The work of the Party was

impeded by the fifth column and the «Zjarri»
chiefs, who had passed over to the service
of the aggressors, as well as by other enemies.
Undér these circumstances, ali Party activity
had to be carried out by clandestine methods.

To prosecute the armed struggle, the
Party needed weapons, financial means, and
military cadres.

As a newly set up Party, it had insuffi-
cient experience of political leadership, its
members lacking a thorough and extensive
theoretical preparation.

However, all these obstacles and difficul-
ties, of which the Central Committee and all
the Albanian communists were fully aware,
did not prevent the Party from pushing ahead
courageously. It did not make the mistake of
waiting to first prepare the cadres, to find
arms and money, tc accumulate experience,
{o strengthen itself theoretically and only then
to start the work and the war. All this had
to be acquired in the course of fighting, by
relying on the revolutionary situation created
within the country, on the lofty patriotism of
the people, on the loyalty of the Albanian
communists to Marxism-Leninism and the
cause of communism in general. Its confidence
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in the victory of the World antifascist forces
and, in the first place, in the victory of the
Soviet Union over fascism, further sirengthe-
ned the Party’s conviction that it would succeed
in carrying out its tasks.

First Organizational The most pressing task
Measures was to organize the

Party. All the members
of the Provisional CC were dispatched to
various districts in order to set up new
Party cells, to organize Party conferences,
and to form district Party cemmittees. Some
200 communists were chosen from the mem-
bers of the former communist groups and
admitted to membership of the cells. Eight
district committees were set up. The majo-
rity of them emerged from Party con-
ferences. In the cells and at the conferences,
the communists vigorously supported the fu-
sion of groups and the welding of them into
a single Albanian communist party, which
they had long demanded. They approved the
political line of the Party laid down at the
Meeting of the Communist Groups, and ex-
pressed their determination to fight unreser-
vedly under the guidance of the Provisional
Central Committee.

Almost all the early cells were organized
in the towns. The first members of the Party
were mainly workers, artisans and intellec-
tuals. Close to each Party cell there was set
up an educational group of militants loyal
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to the cause of the people and socialism who,
it was thought, might eventually become
- Party members. Groups of sympathizers also
were organized.

The organization of the Party was almost
completed in January 1942,

Within this period, the Provisional Central
Committee also took measures for the creation
of the Albanian Communist Youth Organiza-
tion, which was founded on November 23,
1941, by young militant communists attached
to communist groups. Qemal Stafa, member of
the Central Commitiee of the Party, was chosen
ag Political Secretary of the Communist Youth
Organization. Under the direct supervision of
the Central Committee and of Comrade Enver
Hcxha personally, the Communist Youth Crga-
nization was built on Marxist-Leninist foun-
dations. It was assigned the task of becoming
the surest and the most powerful assistant of
the CPA for the education of the broad masses
of the Albanian youth in the spirit of patrio-
tism and with communist ideas, for the mobi-
lization of these masses in the antifascist libe-
ration war. The Albanian youth was an inex-
haustible source of revolutionary energy. The
Party regarded them as the greatest source
of the most active anti-fascist revolutionary
forces. Replying to the szlute addressed by the
Communist Youth Organisation on the occasion
of its founding to the Central Committee of
the CPA, Comrade Enver Hoxha wrote:
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«The Party cherishes the greatest
hopes that the Albanian Communist
Youth will be worthy of the trust our
young Party has placed in them and
that they will know how to carry out
the lofty task they have been assigned
to in » revolutionary manner... in
steel-like wnity of mind and of heart
with the Pacty, to organize and to
lead the enslaved Albanian youthin a
revolutionary manner toward their
bright future, toward their liberaticn
from the mediaeval chains of fascist
bondage and toward a new life of
progress, culture and joy». 1)

For the ideological advancement of the
Party members and of the young communists,
the study of the history of the Communist
(Bolshevik) Party of the Soviet Union and

of the

fundamental problems of Marxism-

Leninism was organized in Party cells, in the
educational groups, the sympathizers groups
and among activists of the communist youth.
|

‘The Foremost Task: Along with the work
Linking up with the to lay and strengthen

Masses

its organizational and
ideological foundations,

the Communist Party of Albania did its utmost
to link up with the masses and to convince

1) Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. I, p. 29.

135




them of the correctness of its political line.
It placed this task in the forefront, as the key
to solving the problem of uniting and mobili-
zing the people in the struggle.

Immediately after the founding of the
Party, the Provisional Central Committee
addressed itself to the entire Albanian people
with a proclamation which resounded like a
battle cry:

«We call onr all true Albanians who
really hold Albania dear, to unite all
our forces and place them at the
service of the war for national libe-
ration. Open war is the only stand to
take toward the invader. Each son of
this land of ours should be a soldier
in the National-liberation War. To
vanquish the enemy, our struggle must .
be organized, united, and powerful...

Everyone unite in the war for
national liberation against the fascist
invader!» 1)

The CPA devoted great attention to pro-
paganda and agitation by the press and by
word of mouth. The Central Committee issued
repeated calls and distributed leaflets addressed
fo the entire Albanian people or, separately,
to peasants, soldiers, women and to youth.

1) The First Call of the CC of the CPA. Impor-
tant Documents of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 27-28.
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Appezls and leaflets were issued by the Party
district committees as well. From the early
part of 1942, the local Party organizations also
issued communiques and periodic bulletins on
the events of the antifascist war at home and
abroad.

Never before had any political group or
organization in Albania ever carried out such
widespread and militant propaganda and agi-
tation with such sound ideological content, so
clear and down to earth, as the propaganda and
agitation the Communist Party of Albania
began to carry out with the masses of work-
ers, peasants, intellectuals, youth, women, and
soldiers. Through this untiring work, the Party
elucidated its general line, explained the inter-
national and internal situation, popularized the
Soviet Union and the heroic war of the Red
Army, denounced fascism, the Italian inva-
ders, the Hitlerite aggressors and the iraitors
to the Albanian people.

Of all forms of agitation and propaganda,
agitation by word of mouth occupied the most
important place — discussions with people,
separately or in small groups, discussions at
gatherings of workers, of peasants, and of the
youth. This form of agitation yielded most
satisfactory results. The communists penetra-
ted wherever the masses gathered. In order
to come in contact with the people, they made
use of all the means and methods that came
to hand. They exploited extensively all old
and new acquaintances, national and popular
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festivities, weddings, market-days, family ties
and so on. '

Relying on the general line of the Party,
the Provisional Central Committee elaborated
its principal slogans to be disseminated through
its publications, in antifascist demonstrations,

and by means of oral agitation. The slogans
responded to the demands and aspirations of

the masses, they were comprehensible and
acceptable to the people. The slogan «Death to
fascism! Freedom to the people!» became the
basic motto of the National-liberation War.

As a result of the Party propaganda work,
the need to unite in an organized war against
the invaders became more clear. This aroused
a revolutionary enthusiasm, especially among the
masses of the youth. Young communists succeed-
ed in breaking up the youth sports and cultural
associations set up by the Italian fascists and
replacing them with new organizations under
the direct guidance of the Communist Youth.

Propaganda and militant agitation were a
most efficient weapon to win over the masses,
but that was not enough. The CPA had drawn
valuable lessons from the shortcomings in the

“work of the communist groups, realizing from

the start that the masses understood and
mastered what the Party told them only
if words were backed up by facts, concrete
actions responding directly to their demands,
interests, and aspirations.

At first, a section of the population, espe-
cially in the countryside, did not understand

138




‘the objectives and the political activity of the
communists, because the Party had not yet
become well known, and because they had
prejudices inculeated by bourgeois propaganda
against communism and communists.

The Central Committee instructed the
Party district commitees to organize and carry
out more and more political and militant ae-
tions, such as antifascist demonstrations, strikes,
acts of sabotage, armed operations, and so on,
as the most important means of strengthening
the Party and linking it with the masses. The
communists were required to become examples
of valor, determination, and loyalty to the
people and the homeland.

In December 1941 and the beginningef the
year 1942, guerrilla units set up in almost
all the cities carried out operations under the
direct guidance of district Party committees.
The first guerilla units comprised communists,
communist youth and sympathizers. They were
small armed groups of from 5 to 10 persons.
‘The members of the units in general were not
«illegalss. '

At the beginning of the year 1942, the
guerilla units in Tirana, Korga, Vlora, Shko-
dra, Giirokastra and other cities killed dozens
of Ttalian fascist officers and high officials,
Albanian spies and traitors. They attacked
and blew up arms depots and other military
.objectives.  Antifascist demonstrations took
place under the guidance of district Party
committees in Shkodra, Tirana, Durrés, Elba-
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san, Vlora, and in other localities. It was in
these clashes with the enemy that the first
Party members fell.

The actions of guerilla units were not
intended solely to inflict losses on the enemy,
but they were aimed, first and foremost, at
bringing political advantages to the national-
liberation movement, at influencing the rise
of the political consciousness of the masses.

The armed actions and antifascist demon-
strations aroused admiration for the commu-
nists among the broad masses of the people
and rapidly raised the authority of the CPA.
The exceptional valor and maturity displayed
by the communists in their struggle against
fascism rallied the masses closer and closer
around the Party and won the people’s trust.

Early in 1942, the Central Committee of
the Party issued instructions that steps should
be taken for the organization of partizan bands,
as soon as the necessary conditions, especially
the bases of the movement, were established
in the countryside. The partizan bands would
be able to carry out more powerful actions and
on a broader scale than the guerilla units.

The Party accompanied its propaganda and
militant agitation, its political and military
actions with its work for the organization of
the people. It did not begin its work with
the creation of mass organizations, because
the masses had to be politically prepared
beforehand for such organizations. The initial
forms used for the organization of the people
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were the individual ties of the Party members,
of the young communists and of the sympathi-
zers with the workers, peasanis, craftsmen,
intellectuals, women, secondary school students,
as well as the sports and cultural circles of
the youth, women’s handicraft courses and
educational gatherings. These forms ensured
the participation of the masses at illegal gathe-
rings and conferences and effected their poli-
tical enlightenment and active participation
in the antifascist movement.

In February 1942 the Central Committee
of the Party issuedthe firstinstructionsto esta-
blish national-liberation councils which would
serve as instruments organizing and mobilizing
the people for the antifascist war and at the
same time, as the «nuclei of our future govern-
ment»1). The councils were to serve as very
important links in the connections of the Party
with the broad masses of the people and unite
them in the National-liberation Front.

Of particular importance in linking the
CPA with the pecple was its correct attitude
toward the patriotic nationalists. A section of
them exerted an important influence over va-
rious strata of the population, in the country-
side especially. By collaborating with the pa-
.iriotic nationalists, it would be possible to draw
into struggle also those sections of the masses
of the people who were under their sway. The
Central Committee and the district Party

1) Principal Documents of the PLA, Vol I, p. 39,
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commitiees displayed great care, patience and
tact in dealing with the nationalists. This sec—
tor of work was considered as one of the most
important, and requiring special attention.
While aiming at uniting and sincerely colla~
borating with the nationalists, the CPA had
always to take into account the indecisiveness
and vacillation of some of them, their inconsis-
tency in a revolutionary war for the democra-
tization of the country, their tendencies to com~
promise with the imperialists. The Party had
to cope with the instability and neutralize the
influence of those nationalists who, for some
reason or other, did not agree to take part in
the National-liberation War but who did not
collaborate with the fascist aggressors, either.
The collection of material aid for the Party
and the National-liberation War was treated
as part of the work with the masses. No one
other than the people could help them surmount
their financial and material difficulties. Any
voluntary aid in cash or in material, no matter
how small, given by the workers, craftsmen,
peasants, small or medium tradesmen, teachers
or any other patriot to the Party, was at the
same time an approval of its line, a brigde lin-
king the Party with the masses. The campaigns
carried out by the Party organizations collecting
aid for the Party and the National-liberation
War served as a means to do an extensive work
of political enlightenment of the people. One
such campaign, for instance, was organized
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in January 1942, throughout Albania under the
name: «The Communist Party Week,

The popularizing of the Communist Party,
the growth of its authority with the masses, the
audacious actions of the guerilla squads and the
antifascist demontrations aroused zlarm among
the fascist invaders and traitors. The occupation
authorities and the Quisling government hastily
took a series of emergency measures aimed at
annihilating the Communist Party. Martial law
was reinstated and special orders were issued
to carry out «a firm policy against subversive
elements-.

On the other hand, the Italian enslavers
resorted to new manoeuvres in order fo deceive
the Albanian people, particularly, the natio-
nalists and the youth. The fascist propaganda
depicted the national-liberation movement as
merely a «communist» and <«anti-national mo-
vement», Mustafa Kruja attempted to convince
public opinion that fascist Italy was the archi-
tect of «Great Albania~ and the protector of the

national independence of the Albanian people.

Mussolini sent instructions to the Jtalian viceroy
in Tirana «to give the Albanians more auto-
nomy». The invaders decided to remove the
«fascist symbol» and the crown of Savoy from
the Albanian flag; as they construed these signs
t0 be «the cause of the resentment and revolt
of Albanian patriots». The word «National»
was added to the title of the «Albanian Fascist
Party». :
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But fasecist terror and- demagogy were
powerless to stop the growth of the national-
liberation movement and the authority of the
Communist Party of Albania,

Appreciable successes were achieved as
early as the first months of the Party’s exis-
tence. Nevertheless, these successes could not
be considered as satisfactory. The work of the
communists was affected by sectarianism, a
malady inherited from the past. Little had been
done for the organization of workers, but the
greatest weakness lay in the work with the
peasants. Out-of-date mental attitudes from
the former communist groups, according to
which the peasantry had to remain outside the
sphere of communist work, greatly hindered a

‘proper understanding of the decisive importance
-of linking the peasantry with the Party and of

ensuring their active participation in the Natio-
nal-liberation War. There were a number of
Party members who found it difficult to go to
the countryside and expected the peasants to
come to the city to work with them.

The Central Committee emphasized that
the Party activity was hampered not only by
hangovers from earlier work of the communist
groups, but also by the spirit of groupism which
was still accentuated, as well as by the factional

-anti-Party activities of Trotskyites AnastasLula,

Sadik Premte and a number of their like, all

-of them former members of the «Youth» Group.

There were signs that a dangerous anti-
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Marxist liguidationist trend was crystallizing
within the Party.

The spirit of groupism and the hostile acti-
vity of the Trotskyites within and outside the
Party were a great obstacle to the expansion
and the strengthening of the links with the
broad masses of the people, and to their join-
ing the antifascist war,

The Conference of For the purpose of sur-
the Party activists mounting this obstacle
of the CPA and imparting a new

impulse to the work of
the Party, the Provisional Central Committee
called the first Conference of the Party Acti-
vists of the CPA.

The Conference was opened in Tirana ‘on
April 8, 1942, under the leadership of Comrade
Enver Hoxha. The members of the Central
Committee, the political and organizational se-
cretaries of the district committees and a num-
ber of other communists took part in it. All the
questions discussed were centered on the pro-
blem of linking the Party more closely with the
masses, on their organization and mobilization
in the National-liberation War.

Pointing out the successes achieved in the
political work of the Party, the first Confe-
rence of the Party Activists remarked that in
‘Albania,

«the idea of a general uprising is going
through a process of formation and
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of consolidation, and the people are
beginning to realize that their Ilibera-
tion should and can be won through
their own efforts, by linking their
own war with that of the Soviet
Union, America, Britain and China, as
well as with that of the enslaved coun-
tries» I).

The successes achieved, however, were
regarded only as the first steps. The Party
would have created more wide-spread and
stronger conmections with the masses, had it
not been affected by the spirit of groupism,
had its discipline not been violated, and erro-
neous theories spread by unhealthy and fac-
tionist elements,

The Conference considered the weakness
of the connections of the Party organizations
with the masses of workers impermissible.

«But how can our Party be strong
without workers», it remarked, «when
the workers should be its basis?» %)

In this regard the communists were charged
with carrying out an untiring explanatory poli~
tical and organizational work with the workers,
to rally them meore and more around the Party

1) Resolution of the First Conference of the Party
Activists of the CPA, April 8, 1942, Important Docu-
ments of the PLA, Vol. I, p. 56-57.

2) Ibid. p. 61.
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