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THEY WERE TWO HUNDRED

The spark that was kindled 30 vears ago in that small” house, in
one of the poorest living quarters of Tirana, when the Albanian Com-
munist Party was born after a fierce stiruggle of opinions and views,
may have seemed pale and weak against the black shadow of the [as-
cist occupation,

Fascism was at the peak of its victories. The power of the jackboot
and the whip extended from the deserts of Africa to the gates of Mos-
cow and from the Atlantic to the Black Sea.

For two and half years, the terror and demagogy of the enemy
relving heavily on the local feudal-bourgenis class, which had betrayed
the national cause and had placed itself with all itz means in the
servipe of the enemy, had ruled in little Albania.

The most savage reprisals and persecution, mass exile and impti=
sonment. shooting withowut trial, were the enemy's response to the
groans and revolt of the people, the fiery protests of the vouth and
the isolated actions of the patriots who had never laid down their arms.

In such a situation it reguired greal courage even to hope that
the pale spark struck in the litile house in Tirana would guickly bursi
inte a powerful blaze over every inch of our motherland, would open
new ways and horizons to the oppressed, would arouse the faith of
the masses in vietory and would turn their hearts and will towards
a simzle objective, national and soclal liberation, which could be
achieved only through great sacrifices and by means of the barrel of
the gun. We, the generation who lived through that time, now in the
thirtieth anniversary year of our glorious Party remember the difficult
but hercic days of that Movember with yearning and with pride.

After days and nights without sleep with minds illuminated and
hearts ablaze with the words of the leader of the future, who had hit
hard, right on the target, disclosing the sure path through the darkness,
toe the future the delegates to the eonference, who had taken the his-
torie decislon, were dispersed thourgh the provinees of the enslaved
country.

They brought the people the good tidings extended the limks and
further organized the work with other comrades who had long bean
militating az Communists in the people's movement for a hetter future,
who were heart and soul for this goal, and as such, deserved the hono-
ured title of member of the Party.

But how many were they in all?

They were only 200 —among them a very few woman comrades.
Two hunderd zons and daughters of the working people and the pea-
ganis, who had really felt the internal national oppression and the
foreign yoke, who had formed their ideas of the struggle for national

and social liberation not so much from books and schools 85 from the
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hitter experience of the life of their people oppressed and exploited
throughout the centuries.

The founding of the Albanian Communist Party in the light and
example of the Bolshevik Party of Lenin and Stalin, who had organized
and carried the Great October Socialist Revolution to wvictory in one
sixth of the world, had always been their most beautiful dream and
their most certain hope to achieve the vielory in their own dear mo-
therland as well.

They were the first to welcome the [oundation of the Party as
the most outstanding event in Albanian history., And they were the
first to put their thoughts, their will, their very lives, without any
reservation, at its serviee,

They were only two hundred, but their determination and courage
to sdcrifice evervthing for the cause of liberation surpassed the power
of the enemy armies and the spies of the occupationists. With hearts
warmed and minds enlightened by the teachings of the Party with
that iron but profoundly conscious discipline which characterizes the
member of the Communist Party, the two hundred like 200 fireflies in
the dark of the fascist night, worked day and night to carry from hut
to hut the light of truth which had started its way on those cold No-
vember days from the small house in Tirana

It was not only the fiery works of the two hundred which kindled
the masses against the enemy, but, above all, it was their unflinching
siand in the face of any danger and difficulty, their personal example,
thoere where the danger was greatest. Thus, they started their first
armed actions: In the middle of the day the most dangerous agents
of the occupationists were executed in the main streets of the cities,
enemy depots and convoys were attacked; the Party member fought
one against hundreds and came out victorious. Froud and unyvielding
o the last stood the Communist under the barbarcus tortures of the
enemy. The enemy was lerrified, while amongst the people, faith in
their own strength and in victory increased. Thus the cause of the
two hundred the sacred cause of the Party, soon became the cause of
the whole people. The ranks of the two hundred were increased from
day to day with new forces and the spark of Movember 8, 1941 so pale
and wesk at the beginning, was transformed very quickly, inlo a huge
and furious fire that once and for all consumed the occcupation and
treachery, crushed all the laws and morality of oppression and exploita-
tion from the past, and brought our people to the wonderful davs of
the worthy socialist life in which we live today under the glorious
hanner of the Party of Labour of Albania, with its founder and great

leader Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head.
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On February 24, 1971, the First Secretary of the Centiral Commitiee of the PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha, received the
new Extraordinary and Plenipoteniiary Ambassador of the People's Republic of China in the People’s Republic of
Albania Liu Chen-hua

Comrade Enver Hoxha Received the New Ambassador
of the People’s Republic of China

CHRONICLE

On Mareh 28, the new tramsoceanic ship “Tirana” anchored at the Port of Durrds, Thus, another 12,0840 ton ship
is added to our naval iransport

The “Tirana™ ship is5 equipped with up-to-date controling and loading-unloading appariaius

The working people of Durrés accorded a warm weleome to the sailors

Photo by P. Shequeri




COMRADE ENVER HOXHA

AMONG WORKERS

O the first days of April, Comrade Enver
Hoxha, First Sccretary of the ©C of the
PLA paid a visit in the District of Durres
where he met with workers of glass shect
glassware and plastic industries, Comrade
Enver Hoxha made hiz first vigit in the
glasz sheet and glassware state industrial
enterprise where he had a hearly talk with
many workers and gob acquainted with the
technological process of production. There
work many women and girls in this [ac
iory, Comrade Enver was interested in the
work econditions and in the mastering of
the profession by the voung workers,

In the Plastic Plant oo, Comrade Enver
Hoxha talked with the workers about ihe
altempts made to master the technology
of production in this pew branch of our
industry as well as about the increase of
assortments, Lo satlziy people's demands,

The beloved leader of our people and
our Party was offered a warm welcome

wherever he came (o,

Comrade Enver Hoxha in the Glass Factory

A warm meeting with the workers of the Plastic Plant.
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A wrinkle was formed on MNaum MNasi's
forehead. His companions knew that this
was a sign of worry, The manometer needle
had begun to mowve beyond the usual point,
a sign that pressure of the clayey mixture is
not normal, Naum sounded the alarm. The
technmological nucleus the engineers, chief
prospectors and workers gathered at onee in
the small office of the master operator of the
il well drill.

“¥es, this must be the result of an
eruption!”

Their experience in boring oil wells had
brought them to this conclusion. Immediate
steps Were NEeCessary.

On an occasion like this, chief drill opera-
tor Naum is like the helmsman of a ship.
Dring twenty yvears of experience i3 explor-
ing the depths, he and his companions had
built many metal derricks. Each of them is
an ofl well. In each of them, he and his
companions had left behind & part of their
lives; in each of them they had learnt some-
thing, they had steeled their will power and
their talemts, Each one of these wells had
its own whims, Its own “biography ™.

The well they are boring now constitutes
a new phase not only for the chief drill
operator, Attempls at boring for oil were
made here some years ago but they met with
no success, They had not gone deep enough.
The project was abandoned and some people
formed the conviction that it was of no use
to go ahead with it. This conviction gripped
many people. Years passed and no  one
bothered any more about this place, In later
vears, however, things changed, Our oil
workers had gained more experience and
self-reliance. One in every ten of them is

now an engineer or technician, while in 1945
Albania could not boast of a single engineer
or techmician of its own. Thus, after a long
pericd of study and preparation, this brigade
came here and put up a derrick. Drilling
Master Raul Cobani’s brigrade decided to
break with old convietions and econcepls. In
thiz otherwise quiet region.engines roaced,
the boring mechines screeched and oil began
to ooze out,

In their attempts to harness even the most
“undisciplined” areas the workers of this
brigade hawve scored successes putiing them
skilfully and pergistently in the service of
our homeland and extracting from the depths
the crude oil and gas lying latent here.

The speed at which this brigade has gone
about its job breaks all records. By 1868, it
had already reached the targets set by the
4th (1968-T0) Five-Year Plan and at the mo-
ment is busily engaged in accomplishing the
tazsks set for the first three months of 1973

Drilling Master Rauf Cobani started his
career in the petroleum industry as a molor
driver. A few wvears later he became an ex-
pert at running a boring machine, Now, he
himself does not remember how many ol
wells he has dealt with, But he is proud that
in progpecting lor “black gold” he has gained
one experience after another and has become
a masier of his own profession.

When he meets with his old fellow
workers, their topie of conversation revolves
around those days of hardship when the
foreign concessionaires who had got their
elaws on the pelraleum  resources of  our
country used 1o assign only menial jobs to
Albanian workers. Today, our workers of
the petroleum indusiry run the most up-to-

Prospectors for Black Gold

date machines. The rate at which they bore
and prospect for oil keeps rising from day
to day. Rauf opens his block of notes and
reads  some  interesting  figures,  Among
others, he points out to me that the rate of
boring during the 1961-1970 period has in-
creased by 15% as compared with the pre-
ceding fen yvear period.

In Naum's brigade there are also fwo
engineers, Llambi Bacova and Ali Yazeiri.
Both of them began their careers as simple
oil workers, Later on they had attended
the Technical School and the Geological and
Mining College of the Tirana State University.

I asked them when they had felt the hap-
piest on their job,

Llambi Bacova's reply was prompt and io
the paoint: “When we achieved world stan-
dards in boring for oil”. Engineer Ali Yzeiri
similed and nodded approval.

Mot far from the master’s office there
stands a small building, Inside, evervihing
iz In itz place, everything is tidy making
one think that this is a pharmacy. It is the
laboratory. Engineer Shemsi Hensi, who has
also graduated from the Geological and AMin-
ing College of the State University of Tirana,
talked to us about the equipment and the
laboratory analyses made hepe,

“In this place alone we have mads more
than forty analyvses, Onee the boring work
im thiz oil well is completed this laboratory
is moved from here and installed where the
work for the next well has begun”.

Al dusk the lights were switched on and
the derrick stood out llke a blazing tower,
At the club a performance was given thai
evening and groups of spectators Kept ecom-
ing from the city of Fleri
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Halim Stolia

On thiz map you can see a red spot, It
is west of the town of Lushnja, on the
Adriatic coast between the outlets of two
river = the Shkumbini and Semani. In this
zone lie the fields of the Agricultural Co-
operative of Divjaka. Ten or fifteen vears
ago, this zone was marked on all the maps
with the grey color of swamps, colors which
could be seen in many quadrants of the map
of Albania,

In sutumn, the Shkiumbini and Semani
River flooded and swelled the Terbufi and
Karavasta Lagoons . . . Divjaka was cut off
from the rest of the land and remained an
isolated island up to the end of the following
spring. Mot very long ago, hunters shot and
killed a “wild eow™ in the ancient forest of
Divjaka. This was one of the survivors of
the herds of cattle and flocks of sheep which
roamed wild through the forces after aban-
doning their stables at flood times,

In the little museum of the House of Cul-
ture of Divjaka there stands today a ceramic
figure of 8 woman. This any many other

] a
Diviaka Renewed v o oo o
testify to the ancienmt civilization of these
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The end of December is the best time to plant tomato
seeds in Divjaka. In the hothouses which occupy wvast
areas there grow hundreds of thousands of lomato seed-
lings which later are transplanted in the flelds.
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regions, which were later inundated and

abandoned. The Illyrian civilization in these
zones suffered long periods of foreign occu=

pation, The land was turned to ruins, While
the people tried to keep intact everything
dear to their life: national fesling, love of
freedom, devotion to work, their mother
tongue, their songs, legends, and noble cus-
toms. Our people's revolution found the in-
habitants of Divjaka poor, without schooling,
but not without hope, The reclamation of
the swamps, the wiping out of malaria, the
organization of collectlve work and the
mechanization of the processes of work, gave
a fresh impetus to the revival of the latent
energies of the people.

The revival of these energies is apparent
everywhere in Divjaka, in the faces of the
people, in the carefully tilled fields, in the
fresh breezes and the waters of the nearby
sed, in the cheerful eyes of young Olimbia and
in the youthful enthusiasm of 78-vear-old
Tasi Fope,

Before the establishment of People's State
Fower, Tasi Pope was a nomad shepherd.
The savage custom of “vendetta® had driven
him to this formerly isolated and forgotten
land. Now he has become an expert at
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