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On this page a map of Albania and
some diagrames showing the economic and
cultural development of our country during
the 60 vears are shown. Figuratively and
through graphs you can clearly see the achie-
vements accomplished in the latest two Five-
Year Plans. These however are only a part
of the successes achieved for, not all the
various fields are shown here, nor can you
see the ways that were used and the toil that
was necessary to overcome the difficulties to
reach the present stage.

In the years of the people's power,
Albania’s economic and cultural develop-
ment has been marked by high rates which
have transformed the face of our country.
At the beginning of the 60 years in February
1961, in the Fourth Congress of the PLA it
was pointed out that the economic base of
socialism had been built and that Albania
had entered the stage of the complete con-
struction of the socialist society. This Con-
gress approved the Third Five-Year Plan

which laid stress on industrial development
without neglecting agriculture,

The balance-sheet of the Third Five-Year
Plan showed that during 1961-85, 430 in-
dustrial, agricultural, social and cultural
projects in our country were built, this
figure being two times larger than that of
the Second Five-Year Plan.

In November 1966, the Fifth Congress
of the Party approved the directives of the
Fourth Five-Year Plan. The tasks of this
period consisted in the acceleration of the
rates of development, aiming at the complete
constructing of the material and technical
base of socialism, at turning Albania from
agrarian-industrial country into an in-
dustrial-agrarian and later on into an in-
dustrial country with an advanced agricul-
ture. The time limit of the Fourth-Five-
Year Plan is set for the end of this year but
many of its objectives are already completed.
It is certain that this plan will be overful-
filled.

This decade not only marked a 2.4
times production increase (as compared with
the yvear 1960) in the field of industry but
also changed and greatly enriched the
structure of Iindustrial production. Many
new important branches of our economy were
established. The oil processing industry was
extended, the extracting and processing
copper industry greatly advanced, the iron-
nickel industry and black metallurgical in-
dustry were born, the true chemical in-
dustry, glass, paper, rubber and plasties
industry were created as well as many other
branches. The wvalue of one per cent in-
crease of industrial production in 1969
represented 42 million leks, whereas in 1960
it was valued at 14 million leks. The strides
of this decade have been fruitful in the field
of agriculture too. During this decade the
complete collectivization of agriculture even
in the mountainous areas was made. The

total agricultural production has increased

with each passing year. The annual average

STRIDES OF




of bread grain production during 1966-1969
was 58% larger than the annual average of
1956-60. In 1969 the area of irrigated land
was doubled, the number of tractors was
increased more than twice, whereas the area
of arable land increased by 123,000 hectares.
The wvolume of state investments on an
annual average for the vears 1961-89 has
been a little more than the twofold of in-
vestments of the previous decade.

A deep-going revolution was carried out
in the field of education and culture. Today
every village has its own school. The eight-
yvear school system has become general and
compulsory. Albania is one of the few
countries, if not the only one, where 85%
of the pupils attend higher institutes. At
present, of seven inhabitants two pursue
studies. Within the last decade the num-
ber of high cadres increased threefold. This
decade marked a fundamental change in the
Albanian village. The complete collectiviza-
tion of agriculture was accompanied by a

large scale use of chemical fertilizers and
agricultural machineries. Great work has
been and is being done for land irrigation
and systematization; Many roads were built
as well as the most necessary social and cul-
tural institutions were set up in the country-
side. Within the coming months the elec-
trification of the whole countryside of the
Republic will be completed and Albania will
be the country where electricity will replace
the candle and the oil lamp.

The increase of industrial and agricul-
tural production, the extension of health in-
stitutions have made possible the improve-
ment of the material and living conditions
of the working people. The fact that the
population increased 29.3% speak in this
direction. Beginning from last year Albania
became a country without direct taxation.
These figures, though very few are men-
tioned, show that the last decade has been
the most fruitful and prosperous for the

economic and cultural development of

A DECADE

This industrial complex was built recently in the Fieri City.

Photo: by S. Xhillari.
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Albania.
The great work done for the further re-

volutionization of the whole life of the
country, the placing of general interests
above personal interests, the reliance on our
own forces, the encouraging of the initiatives
for creative work of the broad masses of
workers and peasants — all those have been
and remain the main source of our victories.
Never in our country has such a great mass
upsurge and such a revolutionary optimism
been witnessed as in these last years. That
is why all the blockades of the imperialist
and revisionist enemies who tried and still
vainly try to sabotage the construction of
socialism in Albania failed. Now we may
declare that they have received a clear and
resolute answer. The rates of the develop-
ment of our economy speak of the superiority
of the socialist system of the economy, of
the necessity of a unique and proportional
planning of the economy on the basis of the

principle of democratic centralization by
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combining the planning from the top with
the remarks and suggestions of the masses
m Refrigeraors from below. Our pecple had and still

i have the international aid of the great
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Ee Chinese people during the work for the
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sites achievement of these victories. The material

and technical aid of the People's Republic
of China and the relations between opur two
countries are a great example of aid and
friendly relations between two true socialist

countries.
The 60 years built a sound foundation

from where, new even greater victories will

stem.
Now the Fifth Five-Year Plan (1971-75)
is being worked. During this plan a con-

siderable number of works greater than any-
thing so far built will be constructed, Now
the possibilities have been created in our
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country for the construction, in the next four

or five years of big industrial complexes, On

this basis the material and technical level

of the people will rise even more,

A COMPARISON

If we were to make a comparison be-

tween the growth of the total industrial

production in the People’s Republic of

Albania and that in some other countries

during 1965-1868 we'll have this table:

1965 1968

Albania

Soviet Union

Great Britain

Czechoslovakia

France

GDR

FRG

Italy

Yugoslavia

Poland

UsA
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Good morning, Vilma! Photo: by S. Xhillari.

A Child Is Born

The Most Privileged

A child is born!

In yvour face, mother, we read that
joy¥ that not every one can express and you,
father, seem be the happiest man. . . The
first cries of your baby tell the people. . .

— 1 am born!

Not only you hear its voice, but all of
us. And with the same joyful hearts and
smiling faces we say:

— Welcome, in our family! One more
builder, one more soldier of socialism!

You little baby came among us to find
us putting our big step on our march towards
the new society, socialism. You, too, join
our ranks. We will hold you up in our
arms so that your vistas should be wider.
Dn. our march together you will learn that
vesterday these legendary mountains turned
into our shelter during our battles for free-
dom. Dressed in rags and worn out shoes,
but fully confident we fought and hoisted
the banner of liberation in every Albanian
house. We built factories and combines on
the ruins, turned swamps into fertile lands,
rebuilt and constructed many roads. We
harnessed the mad rushing rivers, throwing
turbines in them so that the pine-torch light
be replaced by electricity.

And now listen little baby how these
factories, combines, fertile lands, turbines
and schools say to you:

— Welcome!

And we tell vou:

— These are yours also, have a choise!

When you grow up you will learn that
your state, the whole society, began to care
for you long before you were born. This
care and warmth will accompany you for
good. You will find open the doors of
creches, kindergartens and schools. You will
have all the opportunities to take up the
profession you like. Your coming to life is
a joy for us all. And we are sure that you
will become a worthy citizen to bear the
name of the builder of socialism and com-

munism.
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Two Hundred and Thirty Seven
Brothers and Sisters

This is an extraordinary home, where
have one hundred brothers and one hundred
and thirty seven sisters. There is a sign-
board on the gate with the following in-
scription: “November 8th"” Orphanage Home.
The children of this Home lack the most
cherished thing for man, the parents. But
this great thing they lack is substituted by
the affectionate love of the people and the
whole society.

« « . In the large hall we notice an aged
woman who is giving instructions to some
mistresses. She is the head mistress of the
Home, Evanthi Ciko. It is over thirty years
since she works in the field of education.

— We have a festive occasion at our
Home tonight . . . she told us while we were
entering her study. We shall celebrate the
birthday of sixteen members of our family.
Plenty of parcels and presents for the
jubilant children were put in row,

With the love of a mother she recalls
the names of these children, informs us of
the artistic programme that will be on, of
the guests. . .

Then, as a good housewife, she shows
us round the surroundings of the Orphanage
Home. I see the clean and lighted bed-

rooms, dining-hall, and study hall, the
library. The big windows look over the
hills that are in full bloom.

— Your house has got a very fine view
over the natural scenery. Perhaps, this has
had an influence on some of your children
who have already become poets and painters.

The head mistress smiled approvingly.
There are today engineers, teachers, geolo-
gists and officers, who were once brought
up here in this Home.

Since 1962 one hundred persons have
finished the eighth grade and went up to the
professional middle schools. As regards this,
we have taken into consideration the indi-
vidual bent of the children.

A great deal of them have finished even
the high education. There have been grown
up here children with Rrepaj surname. They
have now emerged into life, Banushi was
graduated abroad as wood specialist, Toto is
a geologist, whereas two of their sisters —
Sulltana and Xhiko work as teachers.

The downward halls are hubbubing. It's
here where the children, follow their bent
and acquire the first practical knowledge to
the top of their desire. Our attention is at-
tracted by a boy who is unfastening a lock.
We approach and make the acquaintance of
him. His name is Dashamir Tatili. He is
a pupil of the sixth grade. The teacher tells
us that he is jack-of-all trades.

— What do vou like to be? we asked.

— A mechanic engineer.

We make also the acquiantance of YIli
Beqgiraj and Shqgiptar Mata, who, are fond
of painting, and Radomira HRomanica, who,
has set her heart on becoming a musician.

The dreams and desires of these children
are attainable. The state gives prominence
to the Orphanage Home as far as granting
of scholarship is concerned. Mukadez Hoti,
who was brought up here is a remarkable
student in the department of Foreign
Languages School as well as Kujtim Camo
who is studying in the branch of sculpture
of Artistic Lyceum and a lot of others. OQOur
society takes care of the life of children of
this Home, Not long ago, the leader of our
people Comrade Enver Hoxha came here in
person. He inquired about the conditions
created in this institution, the progress of
these children at school, about their dreams
and desires, caring for anything, in order
that orphan children should live in an en-
vironment similar to that of the family.

When you are here, you feel as if you
are in a big apartment, where you can find
everything that a family should have, stoves,
rooms with couch and settee, sewing ma-
chines, television set, and other appliances.

On that night, the comrades and friends
of the little ones with whom they were ac-
quainted in the course of classes and games
came OoVer.

They came here to greet their friends
of the same age. After some moments, the
sound of music and hand-clapping are heard.
The festive ocassion has begun.

(1) They watch television performances in the

evening hours.

() The new day has just started: Children go

to school.

@ There are many amateurs who are fond of

sports from the Children's Home. These girls
admire volleyball.




(1) “Don’t ery, vour mother
will now come . . ."”

(@ Children drawing.

@ A Talk with the doll.

(2) @




x 5

The creche of the agricultural cooperative of Grecalli, Fieri District.

When Mothers Are at Work

The Most Privileged

Here from starts the road of these happy
girls to become good dancers. . .

Every morning the following scene is
repeated: Mothers bring their little ones,
whereas the latter joyfully stretch out their
hands and throw themselves into the arms
of nurses. . . A simple scene, a common one,
but which speaks a lot. The child stretches
out his hands because the nurse cares for
him as a real mother. . . The days pass joy-
fully in kindergartens. When the child re-
turns to his house, he tells that he learned
a new game, a verse, a Nnew song. . .

You can find creches and kindergartens
not only in every city of our country, but
also in the best part of the villages. The
work is now going on so that every village
has its own ones.

Such institutions like creches and
kindergartens are of a great assistance to
mothers. They play a twofold role: On the
one hand they nourish and bring up children
while on the other hand they set free time
for mothers so as they can work quietly and
raise their educational and cultural standards.

Creches were introduced to our country
only after liberation. And their number has
alway increased. While in 1950 there had
been 15 institutions with 760 seats, during
the 1867-1968 school-year, the figure amount-
ed to 186.

The net expenses that the state pays out
have been nearly doubled this year, com-
pared with 1960. The number of kinder-
gartens is increasing year by year. There
were 417 kindergartens in 1967 with 26,021
children and 1,172 mistresses, whereas this
vear this figure amounted to 928 kinder-
gartens with 40,257 children and 1,865
educators. The net expenses defrayed by
the state are almost threefold comparing
with those of 1960. The state has set up
weekly kindergartens for mothers who go
to school.

Parents pay averagely 32 per cent for
creches and 34 per cent (for kindergartens)
of the expenses to keep children in these
institutions. This low payment enables

parents to send their children to creches and

kindergartens.
Liliana Cukalia.
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