


If 

\ I 

I 

l ~ 



, PORTRAIT 
I 

OF ALBANIA 

THE «8 NBNTQRJ,, PUBLISHING HOUSE 
TIRANA, 1982 



• 

NOTE 

• 
In publishing this volume in English, the aim of the «8 

Nentori» Publishing House is bo comply with the wishes ex
pressed by the foreign readers and give them a general outline 
of Albania, of its different aspects and pecufiarities, while at 
the same time drawing conclusions and describing the course 
of its development in the future. 'l'his work provides the 
foreign reader with general knowledge of the ancient and 
modern history of Albania, a history through which, as Com
rade Enver Hoxha put it, the Albanian people have brazed 
·their way sword in hand. Our foreign friends will also find 
a summary description of Albania's contrastful geograph.ry., of 
its cuUure from the Iliyrian times to day, of the •monuments 
of thif culture, of the militant and revolutionary traditions of 
its people. Besides, this text book draws a broad picture of 
the policy of economic and social devdopment and the rev
olutionary measures that are ca:nstantly being taken in our 
country. It gives information on the state and social order of 
our Republic, which in the Constitution is defined as a 
state of the diictatorsh~p of• the proletariat awd the People's 
Sociali!st Repubhc of Albania. The leading role of the Party 
of Labour of Albania in the life of the' country, the role of the 
organizatiJons of the masses in the system of the dictatorship 
of 'the proletariat take some pages of this book, which 
also deals with the foreign policy of the new Albanian 
state, the schemes of the enemies against it, the firm stand 
taken by our people in defence of their independence, the 
struggle the e1itire Albaniian people, under the leadership of 
the Party of Labour of Albania have consistentty waged in 
defence of Marxism-Leninism, against modern revisionism, 
against the superpowers, against hegemony, opportunism, and 
reaction, "-nd for the cause of socialism and the revolution. 

This book has been compiled on the basis of documents, 
information and studies by our authors in most various fields: 
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history,· geography, geology, home and foreign policy, the 
economy, education, culture, science, health services, etc. . 

ThJis genera~ outline of Albania will enable the foreign 
reader to get better acquainted with this small cc;unt;y 
stretching on the Adriatic and Ionian shores, and with its 
peopLe who are building socialism, relying_ on .their own forces, 
holding the pick in one hand and the rifle in the other. 

• 

.. 

ALBANIA OVERTAKES THE CENTURIES 
I • 

-:- INSTEAD OF A PREF ACE -

«A geographical expression», that is how Bismark des
cribed Albania in his time. This disdainful and cynical stand 
was a T1eflection of the attitude of bourgeois Europe towards 
oppressed Albania which was, at the same time, the object 
of its ruthless colonial ambitions. Who bothered at that time 
to recall that the Homeland of Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, 
whiich once rose against the Ottoman invaders and, at the cost 
of ihe blood of its finest sons, made an outstanding contribu
tion· to the salvation of Western civilization, had a right· to 
exist? To the bourgeois quill-drivers who had never visited 
it, Albania was a wild cauntry. 

Those times are gone once and for good now. The 
Albanian people, under the leadership of the Party of Labour 
of Albania, h1ave "Diberated thJeir country arms in hand and, 
foiling tne sinister machinations of the imperialist powers and 
the revisionists, have raised it to the peaks of progress. Al
bania is no longer a token for barter in th_e behind-the-scene 
d-ea·ls, but a state capable of standing on its own, with a solid 
economic base, with a defence potential invulnerable to any 
enemy or coalition of enemies, a country which has created 
its~lf all the necessary conditions to march ahead on the road 
of soda"i,ism and 'communism. 

At present, wot only the many friends of Albania all over 
the world but even many of those who had never felt kindly 
for it, speak of the successes of ~he Albanian peoplte who are 
.. overtaking the centuries••. 

Our friends, who have visited our country in the past 
a1td see it again today, find a completely new world here. 
«T.hose who have grown up in Albania during these 25 years 
of fre~dom,>> "Mr. Pfenniger, who stayed in Albania before 
th~ last world war, wrote in 1969, «can hardly imagine the 
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A!~bania of those times. Allow an old friend to remind you 
of some aspects. This is what I said, among other things, to a 
Swiss audience in 1931: «/ ... ./Certainly, some schools are 
being built here and there, but they are very few, and il
liter.acy - the fellow-traveller of poverty, and favouring the 
designs of the exzj~oiters of the people/ . .. / reigns supreme all 
over the country. In Shkodra, among other places, we met 
women, the pitiful dark spectres of Moslem fanaticism, their 
faces veiled with the black yashmak / .... / Others revealed 
only one eye the rest covered from head to toe! 

«Present-day Albania / ... / seems extraord~nary to me. The 
opinion exists among us that Southern countries are generally 
underdeveloped in the industrial field. Albania, as I see it 
today, is a country advanced not only in the cu~tural field, 
but al~o with .a developed agriculture and industry. 

«You have begun from scratch. I have come to- see your 
determination to rise from nothing to the highest peaks, and 
I understand all the greatness of your effort, bemuse for this I 
have only to recall. your condition in the past.» 

In an article entitled «It would have taken 722 years for 
Zog's monarchy to do it», an Australian journalist writes: 
«Reminiscent of the former condition of Albania, once one of 
the most backward countries of Europe, it is hard to deny 
its progress now. In 1938, for example; the average life ex
pectancy of the Alban£ans was 38 ye,ars, while it has risen 
to 66 years today.1 Before the Second World War, 83 per cent 
of the population of Albania was ~~literate; . today illiteracy 
ooes not exist. Togefh1er with Iceland, Alban>ircl was the onl'Jll 
Eu11opeictn aowntrry witlvout milroafds; the first train riolled there 
in 1947, and the nailt;ood was built with the participation of 
150,000 young volunteers. T,oday, Albanian young men and 
women spend part of their vocations in building a mountain 
raiilroad2 which will carry the iron-nickel ore to a metal
lurgical combine that is being built in Elbasan. 

«In 1938,» thJe author goes on, «the port of Durres had 
only 200 metres of quays with only one crane with a 
capacity of two quinta!~. Today, ocean-going ships link Durres 
with many ports of the continents. At its rate of development, 

1 In 1976 average life expectancy rose to 69 years. 
2 Today completed. 
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it would have taken the monarchy of Zog 722 years to build 
what people's Albania of Enver Hoxha has done .in 25 yearg,,... 

In his impressions of a three-week visit in Albania, 
an Egyptian journalist writes: «The Albanian people have 
carried out a true revdZution in bhe economic, social, cultural 
military anJd other spheres. It will not be an exaggeration to 
say that, in the course of the iast quarter of this century, 
since the true revolutionaries have assumed state power, the 
Albanian people have gone through 'a genuine revival which 
commands the greatest respect. Factories, hydro-power stat
ions, palaces of c'lilture, great dmiriage projects, constructions 
of aU kind& and new towns, which I have had the chance of 
visiting, are abundant evidence of the great progress made by 
Albania in .recent years.» 

«Citizens have the, same rights and the same duties, .... 
writes another Egyptian journalist. «The leading cadres· have 
emerged from among the ranks of workers and peasants, and 
the working masses in general. There are no great differentials 
in salaries a'wd wages. The state bakes the. greatest care of 
ch1Zdren through all the period of their growth. It .tiakes charge 
of their schooling, education and culture. The masses discuss 
without any restriction the home and foreign policy of the 
Party, they make their suggestions, then support with deter:.. 
mination and enthusiasm the policy adopted. All citizens un
dergo militiary training and are ready at. any moment to 
defend arms in hand their Homeland and the victories • 
achieved. The Albanians. make no c•ncession in this field..... . 

«/ .. ./The suocesses achieved by the Albanian peopte in 
agriculture, .. a Japanese friend said after ·a visit to Al
bania, «have made a particularly strong impression on me. Ali 
the arable land, even in the mountains, is put under .cultiva
tion. There are J>irrigation and drainage facilities everywhere, 
former marshlands have been drained. The construction of a 
good number of modern industrial rfl,ants, such as factories 
of chemical fertili~ers and tractor s'jXlte parts is geared to the 
further development of agriculture. But what is most impor
tant, the morale of the rural workers, just as that of the Al
banian people as a who~e, is very high.» 

A West German magazine calls Albania a «fiscal paradise>+. 
«The Albania State, .. the magazine writes, «has abolished all 
kinds of taxation on income for au citizens, hqs lowered prkes . 
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'for foodstufjs and exonerated . agricultural cooperatives from 
the payment of debts. These . measures will save ten million 
marks a year for the two million Albanians.•• 

.. Impressive results,>• that is how a French journalist des
cribes in an article the successes achieved by the Albanian 
people. «Eight years of compulsory schooling in a country 
which before the war, had an illiteracy average of 85 per cent, 
life expectancy double<!-, a rail network linking the principal 
towns between them, almost an entirely macadamized road 
network, the daily bread, the job and 'Social services ensured 
to everybody, marshes drained, the malaria wiped out, electri
fication on the point of being completed ten years ahead of 
initial forecasts, foctories . multiplying - these are impressive 
results for a country which, prior to the Italian occupation was 
more of a fragment of the Near East than a European country. 
Many so-called developing nations might envy it. 

«Other features are not 1Zess impressive: the exceptional 
cleanliness of ·towns and villages, the good aspect of crops, 
the liveliness of the young whom the regime often charges 
with important tasks, the presence of women in posts of 
responsibility in numbers unseen in a country of Islamic tradi
tion, and, last and perhaps most important, the modesty of 
the IZeaders who, in their majority, obviously want to be with 
the people, and are part of the peoplie.» 

«Socialist Albania,» writes Gilbert Mury, a writer and 
• former master-assistant at the Bordaux University and former 

general secretary of the French-Albanian Friendship Associa
tion, «is now, at this very -moment, achieving what no other 
socialist country has been able to achieve - and what an old 
industridlized country like France has not yet achieved: the 
electrification of the smallest village, of the tiniest hamlet 
amid the most inaccessible mountains. 

«This is a brusque change, a step over a threshold, a new 
stage on the onward march of the revolution.» 

In the Ankara newspaper «V~us», a Turkish professor 
makes a high assessment of Albania's a,chievements in the 
years following Liberation. Among other things, he writes: 
+<Albkzniµ is becoming an advanced trvdustri!al oouritry in thie 
Balkans. We h:av.e to bring only one example to demonstrate 
it: the electrification of the country. Every AZbanian village 
is supplied with electric power which brings progress and 
culture afong with it. Albania has wiped out illiteracy long 
ago. 

«The founding of the Communist Party of Albania ~today 
the Party of Labout· of Albania) .. , oil-painting by Sh: Hysa. 

.. 

I 
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, .. And there are numberless testimonies of this kind.» 
:·~( A group of Spanish friends who vi-rited th'e PSR of Albania 
•tn· 1979 expressed themselves in these terms: «We have seen 
fiat in Albania there are neither price rises nor inflation. The 
l#;andard of living is steadily rising and there are no marked 
;liff erentials in the wages and sa'Laries of the different cate-

:' gories of wor'king people. In particu/1.ar, between production 
'workers and leading cadres, these differentials are very low. 
The working people feel themselves free and masters of their 
<XYUntry. The best of them represent the working class in aLl 
state and Party organs. They have the right to exercise con
trol over everything and everybody .... 

Befiore leaving Albanila, an Itallictn friend said: «One is 
'deeply impressed by the c<flm and modesty of the common 
man, his pride in what he has aC'hieved, the f,aces of people 
who enjoy the blessings of their own work, the comradely 
relations of the working (people with their leaders, the spirit of 
initiative of the working class in production and in all other 
fields of life.» 

After a visit to socialist Albania, a group of friends from 
Denmark stated: «We saw with our own eyes that work for 
the elimination of the material damage of the powerful Apri2 
15, 1979 earthquake had become the concern of the whole 
people. PeopJe ·had flodked from all the corners of A~bania to 
build new, betfiier, stronger and more beautiful houS1es for the 
earthquake affected people ahead of schedule. We were greatfly 
astonished by the fact that all this brilliant work was done 
without affecting the plans of the different sectors of the 
economy.» 

Following his visit to Albania, a Lebanese friend wrote: 
«All. I can say is that Albania looks like a great flower 

garden. The Albanians have left not a single inch of land 
uncultivated. H_ills and rivers have also been put in the service 
of man. 

«The Albianian, as I saw him in villages and towns, in 
farms and factories, is modest and, at the same time, a reso
tute fighter for the constant progress of his country. I met 
many heads of cultural institutians and executives of com
mercial firms, men and women, and saw that all were deeply 

· interested in man, in his wellbeing, his health, his and 
his chiidren's future, in the1 future of the Homeland.» 

.· 
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A friend from Turkey put it like this: 
«The Albanian nation has ahnost completely sotved the 

economic problem. Taking no credits from abroad and incur
ring no foreign debts, relying only on its own forces, Albania 
has set an exam]JZe for all the other countries. A glorious 
generation, with a dignified way of life, is growing up in Al-
bania ... » , 

Two Saltzburg botanists, after they got acquainted with 
the PSR of Albania, said, «Everywhere we saw the work done 
by man - giant dykes, huge rieserv,oirs, the water of which is 
utilized in farming or for generating electric power, sky-high 
chimneys of industrial projects, large factories for t.he pro
cessing of raw materials, road and railway building sites, etc.» 

After his stay in Albania, a guest from Greece wrote: . 
«l carry many impressions of my visit in Albania . .. 

The whole of Albania is a huge building site in which old 
and young work for the construction of socid£ism. . . It has 
been turned into a flower garden, I may say ... 

A group of Japanese friends who visited Albania in 1979 
said: 

«We saw everywhere with our own eyes that the Albanian 
people ... are strengthening socialism and raising their own 
·well-being, despite the pressure of the imperialist and socia~
imperialist blockade and encirclement. We are convinced that 
:the working class of Albania has demonstrated the superiority 
of soCialism to capit~Zism in all fields - industry, farming, 
education and culture, etc. 

<<Everywhere we went, in villages and towns, we met 
modest and open-hearted p0ople with a high political and 
ideological 1level.» 

A friend from Iceland said: 
« .... The self-assurance of the Albanian people makes an 

instant impression. Seen from the air, the band looks al~ in 
order, harmony and good taste, evidence of the great .work 
-done by its people. Hygiene and cleanliness is apparent zn till 
working centres arl!d towns, and the unpoltuted environment 
is another evidence of the concern for man, of the superiority 
of the socialist system to any other system. This superiority 
was evident everywhere, especwlly in the areas damaged by . 
the eiarthquake; whene we saw pretty viillas built in record 
time. What lofty expressions of solidarity and strength, of 
:unity and fraternity f,.. 
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An Aflgeri!an friend who visited Albania in 1979, wrote: 
«Albania is a small counrty in regiard to its area, but a 

great country if its ideology and its correct Marxist-Leninist 
line are considered. Every Albanian citizen is a soldier ready 
to sacrifice himself for his Homeland and Party, the Party 
of Labour of Atbania, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the 
head, and waging a resolute struggle against imperialism, 
social-imperialism and reactionaries of all hues - this is my 
impression of Albania where I had the pleasure to make many 
A'£banian friends.» 

A French friend who visited the PSR of Albania in 1979, 
on the occasion of the 35th anniversary of Liberation, wrote: 

«I had many strong impressions and observed with ad
miration the progress achieve.JI, by the Albanians in all fields, 
in the towns and villages I had the chance to visit . .. >> 

A friend from Sri-Lanka expresses himself in these 
words: 

. «We hail with respect the Party of Labour of Allbanid, 
the great Marxist-Leninist Comrade Enver Hoxha and the 
Albanian people. 

«We feel proud of the resolute stand of socialist Albania.,.. 
A Swiss worker writes: 
«Allbania is the only country in the world that speaks 

out courageously about the true character of the superpowers 
-and the other revisionist countries . .. I was deeply impressed 
and even astonished when I saw how rapidly the consequences 
of the April 1979 earthquake had been eliminated. In other 
countries, the aftermath of earthquakes remains for a long 
ti'me and causes great suffering to the people.>> 

In his impressions of a trip to ·Albania, in 1980, a 
Greek writer says: 

« ... I met people of all ages and noticed a new spirit, a 
spirit of determination and creativeness. I admire the wonder
ful Albanian youth who, with their exemplary voluntary 
'liabour, 1contribute to the complete construction of socialism, 
confident in the corrent leadership of the PLA, the founder 
of which is the Marxist-Leninist veteran, the outstanding 
leader of Albania, Comrade Enve,.. Hoxha.» 

Two Norwegian friends have written after their visit to 
Albania: 

• 
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« ••• All the friends of Albania in Norway expressed their 
sympathy with the peo'[lle who were so gravely affected by 
the April 1979 earthquake. But as we knew that the Albanians 
had previcmsly solved many difficult problems relying on 
their own forces, we were confident that they would success
fully cope with this problem, too. And this is what happened. 
Thousands of buildings were destroyed or ckl'Tnaged; a hundred 
thousand people were left without shelter, but all returned 
to normal w~thin 5 months . .. »* . 

A Senghialese friend who has read about the April 15, 
1979 earthquake, which struck Northern Albania, writes: ··I've 
learned that you had not accepted foreign aid, but had re
paired the damage caused by the earthquake yourselves. I've 
also learned that you have a law according to which A·lbania 
does not accept credits or loans from any country of the 
world. I am proud that such a country exists!» 

«Albania is an example to all that socialism is not a utopia. 
Albania is the only country which fights resolute·ly in defence 
of the purity of Marxism-Leninism against social-imperialists. 
That is why I am with you,» says an Italian friend. Another 
Italian friend who has visited our country writes: «In your 
country I saw the solidarity and pride of your people. Just 
as you were united in the war for victory over the nazi-
f ascists and peace, you are united in the reconstruction of the 
country and implementing the socialist principles of social
palitical and economic equality, on which are based the 
dictatorship of the proletariat of Marx and Lenin. The blood 
you shed during the war for liberation was not in vain, • 
because it led to the winning of independence. Now you are 
not dependent on any foreign power. You can proudly hold 
your heads high, free and happy as you are. The ideal of 
freedom has kept you alive. I visited your factories, the. 
lands and everywhere I_ felt the unwavering desire of the 
people to march steadily ahead on the road 'of socialism. 
The banner of freedom and social and human rights is flying 
in the Albanian sky.» 

A journalist from Tansania writes: «I had only a vague 
idea about Albania from some readings. Upon visiting this 
country I am convinced about several important thlings: Al-

* Most of foreigners' impressions of Albania and the Albanian people 

are taken from issues of the magazine «New Albania». 
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bania has made astounding progress in all fields of life, 
guided by a Party which relies on the principles of Marxism
Leninism. During my stay in Albania I've seen well-dressed 
people' living in good conditions. Their houses are new and 
modern. The more you learn about t:heir life and work the 
more you are convinced that Albania is the most tranquil 
country in t:he world, from the social point of view.» . 
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Chapter one 

IN FRONT OF THE MAP OF ALBANIA 

Geographical position 

The 1Peop1e's Socialist Republic of Albania is one of th~ 
smallest states on the European continent. It 1s situated in 
the western pa;rt of the Balkan Peninsula and stretches be
tween latitude 39°38' (Konispol) and 42°3.9' (Vermosh) North 
and longitude 19°16' (rSazan) and 21°4' (Vernik, Korc;a) East. 

Borders 

The present state !borders of Albania were defined after 
ihe Balkan War, at the 1913 London Conference. Contrary to 
the struggle, the will and just aspirations of the Albanian 
people, the imperialist powers left many Albanian-inhabited 
territories outside Albania's borders. 

Albania is bounded on the north and east by Yugoslavia, 
on ithe south-east and south by Greece. The total length of 
Albania's borders is 1,204 kilometres, of which 476 with Yu
goslavia and 256 with Greece. The 'Coastline extends over 
472 kilometres . 

Area .. 

Albania has an area of 28,748 •sq. km. It extends from 
north to south over a maximum length of 340 km. Its length 

2 - 117 A • 
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from west to east varies from 75 Ito 150 km with a mean of 
about 100 :klm. 

Relief 

DeSipite its small territory, Albania has a varled morpho
logy of manly contrasts. !Its soil is geologically recent. The 
relief of the country is mainly mountainous. · 

·The mean altitude of the country is aibout 700 m, that is 
double the European mean. On about 1/3 (29.5 per cent) of 
the area it does not exceed 300 m, and on the rest (70.5 per 
cent) it varies fr.om 300 to 2, 700 m. 

Albanian relief is partkularly varied and, from this as
pect, the country may be summarily divided into three geo
physical areas: the Alps (of Northern Albania), Central Albania 
and Coastal Albania. 

·The Alps extend over the northern part of the country, 
and their height varies from 2,000 to 2, 700 m. They extend in 
length from west to east over about 50 km and in breadth from 
north to south ovecr about 20 kilometres. Among the highest 
peaks of the. Albanian Alps are Mt. Jezerca (2,694 m.), Mt. 
Maja e Hekurave with the Peak of Peace (2,600 m.), Mt. Ra
dohima (2,570 m.) etc. 

In the snow-capped .A!llbanian Alps start the headstreams 
of torrents which cut through valaeys of rare beauty. 

Inner Albania, that is, Eastern Albania, iS situated 
south of the Albanian Alps and east of Coastal Albania. It 
extends from the junction of the rivers White DJ'in and 
Black IDrin to Mt. Ostrovica at :Leskovi!k, near the Greek 
border. The mountains of this area differ from those of 
Northern Alib.ania. The di:reiction of the mountain chains of 
Inner Albania is the same as that of the Dinaric Alps, that 
is, from northeast to southeast, with one exception: the eastern 
mountains of Inner Albania have a north-east direction. 

Inner Albania is a zone with its mountains cut by high 
passes, deep rivecr beds and narrow valleys which give them 
the features of a group apart. The mountain slopes are covered 
with forests and .pastures. ) · 

The highest peaks of Inner Albania are Mt. Korab 
(2, 751 m.), the highest mountain of Alibania, and the third 
highest of the Balkans, Gjalica e Lurnes (2,484 m.) and Mali 
i Dejes (2,264 m.}. 
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Coastal Albania lies southwest of the Albanian Alps and 
west of Inner Albania, from which it is separated by an obli
que line running in north-eastern and south-easte~ direction 
from ShkodraJo Les'kovik. Bounded on the no;rth by Yugosla
via and on the southeast by Greece, Albania's coast faces 
mainly along the Adriatic and, in its southern part, the Ionian 
Sea. 

Western Albania diffecrs sensibly from the other areas, 
especially the mountainous ones. It is a generally flat coun
try, with its mountainous part opening into large valleys, 
This area comprises the fertile plains of Mat, Thumana and 
M1yzeqe, the largest plain of Allbania. 

The indented coast from Vlora to the proximity of Saranda 
has a beauty of its own. This is the renowned <<Albanian Ri
viera>>, a piicturesque region with a mild climate, washed by 
the Ionian tSea. 

Along 1the highest mountains of Coastal Albania are Mt. 
Nemer~ka (2,485 m.) and Mt. Tomorri, culminating with the 
Partizani rPeak (2.41 7 m.). 

In all its length, from north to south, the Albanian lit
toral of the Adriatic is dotted with splendid beaches with 
clean water, and fine sand with a high iodine content, while 
the Ionian Coast, with the b€auty of the surrounding land
scape, the rest homes, the hotels and restaurants that have 
been !built there, is one of the zon8s highly appreciated by 
thousands of wovking people and tourists. 

Internal waters 

Aibania is rich in streams, lakes arid pools. They cover 
an area of about 64,000 hectares. ' 

The tenitory of Albania is criss-crossed by a network of 
short water courses, which is due to the limited width and 
the relatively short distance of the mountains from the sea, 
on the nocth as well as on the east. The main rivers are the 
Drin i(281 km), the Seman (252 km), the Shlkumbin (146 km), 
the Vjosa (138 km), the Mat (104 km), the Erzen (91 km), the 
Ishem (70 km). 

The mountainous core of the country and the great dif
ference of leve"l from the upper reaches to the lower reaches ac
counts for the rapid course of the rivers. Almost all the rivers 
flow in east-western direction. None of them is navigable, 

.. 
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with the exception of the Buna which has its source in the 
Shkodra Lake and flows into the Adriatic. 

The Albanian landscape is dotted with more than 150 lakes 
and pools of diverse origin. They ma'y be classified into: 1) 
tectonic lakes, like those of Shkodra, 'Pogradec and Prespa; 
2) dastk lakes, like those of Belsh; 3) lakes of glacial origin, 
like those of Lura, Allaman, etc.; 4) artificial lakes, like those 
of Ulza, Vau i Dejes, 1Fierza, etc. Most of them are small and 
situated at high altitudes, the la11gest of them being those of 
the boroer areas - the lakes of Shkodra, Pogradec and Prespa, 
which, within the Albanian te:rritory, cover an area of 370, 
367 and 285 sq (km, respectively. 

Climate 

Albania is situated at an equal distance between the 
Equator and the North 'Pole. The geographi<cal position of the 
country, combined with other factors, accounts for its mild 
climate. The proximity od: the Adriatic and, more so, of the 
Ionian, the great diversity of relief and the trend of mountain 
ranges, the masses of warm air coming from the Atlantic as 
well as from Central Europe and the Balkans, create three 
different dimatic zones: the Mediterranean-Atlantic zone along 
the littoral, with all the characteristics of !lVIediterranean cli
mate; the ·eastern and southeastern zone, influenced by the 
continental air masses aU the year ;round; the transitory 
zone, extending over the rest of Albania and situated between 
the two former zones, with the sea air predominating dudng 
the cold half of the year. 

The mean annual temperature in the northeast of the 
country lies at 14° and in the southwest at 18° C. January 
is the coldest month of the year when, according to the 
regions, the mean temperature oscillates between 3° and 10° C, 
while July is the hotest month, with a mean temperature of 
25°-26° c. 

The temperature, by Balkan standards, is relatively high 
all the year round. The total of daily temperatures varies, the 
coast of Himara, in the south, being the warmest area. 

Annual rainfall is in excess of 1000 mm, with a very 
unequal distribution of rainfall in the different seasons. Sum
mer is particularly dry in the southern regions and on the 
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coast. Spells of drought may at times last more than one 
month. Autumn and winter are characterized by heavy rains. 

Vegetation and animal life 

PropO!rtionally to their area, few countries of the world 
have so great a variety of plants, even species of them, of such 
different origin, as Albania. The diversity of the climate, the 
ge0logical structure and relief and· topography of Albania ac
count for the great riches and variety of its vegetation and 
animal life. About 3,500 species of plants representative of 
most of the Balkans' vegetation, as well as plants of other, 
more distant regions, grow in Albania. • 

Four vegetation zones may be distinguished, the lowest 
being the typically Mediterrnnean bush and shrubs zone. The 
predominant fruit-trees ~rown here are the oliv·e, the vine ~s 
well as the fig, oriange, lemon, etc. Among the trees of this 
zone we may mention the heather,. oak, genista, /cypress, etc. 
Albania has excellent conditions for raising cereals and indus
trial plants, such as cotton and tobacco. 

The second zone, that of the oak, is larger, with plants 
resistent to the relative drought· of the Mediterranean zone. 
Fruit-trees such as .the walnut, apple, pear, quince, prune, 
vine, etc. are also widespread in this zone. 

The thirtl, essentially, humid zone is that of forests. The 
beech is the characteristic tree of this zone; beech .forests 
represent the extreme limit of afforestation, but pine forests 
can also be :found there. 

Alpine pastures comprise the fourth and the highest 
zone. 

The Allbanian :flora comprises more than 300 medicinal 
plants aqd herbs. Such are, among others, the elder, rosemary, 
sage, camomile. 

In the p.ast, the rich Albanian flora was studied, although 
not systematically, mainly by foreign scientists. However, due 
to the neglect of the former regimes. there existed no. collec
tion, no matter how incomplete, of our flora. Aware of 
the both scientific and economic importance of the study of 
our flora, our people's state power has talkf'n a number of 
measures to promote its collection and study. Todav more than 
90 per cent of the study in this field is done by t.he Albanian 
scientific workers. .. 
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The mildness of the dimate, the abundance of forests, 

the thick network of water-courses, combined with the 
mountainous character of the relief, are the factors which 
explain the remarkable wealth and variety of the Albanian 
fauna. 

Animal life in Albania, the same as vegetation, is 
very similat to that of the Mediterranean and Central Euro
pea~ countri~s. Apart from domestic animals, there are many 
species of wild animals - wolves, bears, foxes, as well as 
hares, deer, wild goats, etc. 

Albania also possesses a great ornithological wealth. Be
sides all the species of domestic birds, there are many wild, 
rapaicious · and non-rapacious birds. 

The most diver:se fish swim in Albanian waters. There 
are about 110 families of all the species of fish of the Me
diterranean, among which the mullet, the bass, the gurnard, 
ere. · 

Aware of the great wealth of the flora and fauna of 
Albania, ihe peopl~'s power has shown great care to ensure 
their preservatiOIIl and rational utilization to the benefit of 
the ,entir·e people. 

Mineral and other deposits 

Despite its small area, Albania has important mineral 
resources. Geological research has established that it has more 
than 30 kinds of minera:ts (combustible, bituminous and me
tallic minerals), construction materials, etc. 

Albania may be divided into two main geological zones' 
the southwest - rich in hydr<X!arbours and fuels, and the 
northeast -'--- rich in metallic mineral deposits. Amorng the hy-. 
drocarbours, oil and natural bitumen come on top of the list. 
Coal is the more important among the fuels. 

Albania possesses deposits of metallic minerals such as 
chrome, copper, iron-nickel, etc. In terms of chromium depos
its it ranks among the first countries of the world. 

· Copper was known and worked in Albania since ancient 
times. It is found in basic eruptive rooks in the forms of 
columns and agglomerates. 
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&mong the non-metallic minerals, sulphur, asbestos, ar
senic, sands, plaster-stone, day etc., may be mentioned. 

There are many rocks that provide material for construc
tion and ornament such as the white marole of Korab, the 
pink marble of IBurgajet and the marble of Korc:;a. 

The sources of mineral waters have been utilized since 
very ancient times. At Elbasan the Romans had built a thermal 
station, the waters of which had great healing power. The 
more important of them are at 'Elbasan, Peshkopia, Selenica, 
Leskovik and G Jina. 

Under the regimes of the past the great wealth of the 
A.Jibanian subsoil was exploited by foreign companies for their 
interests. The people's power put an end to thiis state of things 
by nationalizing all the companies and enterprises owned by 
foreign or local capital. Thus the possibility was created for 
the wealth below the ground to be employed for the develop
m~nt and the prosperity of the country. 

.. 
• 

.. 



Chapter two 

THE POPULATION OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA 

Albania is among the countries of the world with the 
highest rate of natural growth of <the population. While from 
1923 to 1938 the average annual growth rate of ihe population 
was 1.7 J:)er cent, from 1945 to 1980 it rose to 2.46 per cent. 

The great population growth after Liberation foil owed as 
a natural result o.f the people's power care for the develop
ment of the economy, culture and public health services. In 
the course of its socialist development Albania became the 
first counitry in the world wmch has abrogated all taxes. The 
level of expenditure for social consumption is relatively high. 
To this should be .added the significant fact that many ser
vices, such as medical care, etc. are free of ieharge. During 
the recent two decades, the fund of individual consumption 
has grown about 4 times. 

The Albanian working people a.re sure that the value 
of their work willl be returned to them. This assurance rests 
on the very JI1ature o:f the socialist economy, which develops 
in a planned and proportional manner. The elimination of 
the contradictions between production and consumption and 
ensuring a constant surplus in the state !budget has created 
all the ·conditions for the iwd terms d~termining the value of 
people's income - wages and prices, to change only in 
opposite directions .- the former going up and the Jatter going 
down, thus bringing albout an incessant increase of the real 
income of the population, accompanied .with a constant in
crease of material and culitural blessings. 

Natural growth is the main fa.ctar of the effective growth 
of the population, because emigration and Lmmigration play 

View of .Vlora, a coastal town. 

Jn the mountain lakes of Lura (Northern Albania). 



·The Museum-house ot the former region of GJlrokutra. 

The upper flow of the Valbona River In the Alps of Northern Albania. 



+< Mother Albania» - monument built in the 
Cemetery of the Martyrs of the Nation in Tirana. 

At Pojan. 
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no role altogether today. With the Liberaition of the country, 
the politilcal and economic grounds for emigrat'ion were li
quidated . 

. In 1980 Albania had mo.re than 2,700,000 inhabitants, that 
is 2.5 . times more than in 1938. However, the number of 
Albanians is far larger if account is taken of the Albanians 
Hiving outside the present state borders. 

From 1938 to 1978, the density of the population has gone 
up from 38 to 96 inhabitants per sq km, though it varies from 
one region to another. Generally, the mountainous regions 
have a sparse population, whereas the lowlands of the west 
and the southeast (the region of Kor~a) are more thickly 
populated. 

The vigorous development of industry, the creation of 
new industrial and farming centres, the draining of swamps, 
the opening up of mew land etc. have brought about major 
changes in demography. Before Liberation, only 15 per cent 
of the papu[ation lived in the towns, while this peroontage 
has risen to 33.9 per cent today. 

As a whole, men' are more numerous than women - 51.5 
per cent of the population. In 1978 people of t'he working 
age made up 54 per •cent of ithe .population. 

Albania is among the countries of Europe with the lowest 
death rate, the highest birth rate and a long life expectancy. 
From a •country with a very high death rate it was before 

. Liberation (17 per thousand in 1938), Albania today ranks 
among the countries with a low death rarte (7 per thousand in 
197·8). This rate is directly dependent on the material, cultural 
and heaJth 1ronditiorus of the population. 

The care of the people's power for man, wMdh it considers 
the most valuable 1capiital, has result-ed in the extension of 
the average life expec'tanicy. From 38 lyea:rs it was in 1938, 
it was 53 years in 1950 and more than 69 years today. 

&ccording to estimates, the PSR of Albania in 1990 wirrl 
have 3.3 million inhabitants, and iabout 4 millitm by .the 
year 2000. 

The origin of the Albanian people 

The process of formation of the Albanian .people is lost 
in the mist of time. The problem of tlhe origin of the Albanian 
people was finst taken .up iby the humarnists of the 15th cen-

• • 
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tury, and more particu]arly by the Albanians Marin Barleti 
a,nd 'Marin iBec;ikemi. 

r~roceeding from .historical sourees, they quirte correctly 
considered the Alban11ans as the descendants of the ancient 
populations settled an Albania since ancient times in other 
words, th: Il1~1Tians. This thesis was ,scientifically ~xpounded 
by the h1stor11an I.G.Thunm~n;n in 1774. Argumernts of a ; 
mainly linguistic chararcter were put forward in favour of this 
thesis by G. Meyer, i'. Kretschmer, N. Jokl, W. Oimochowski 
and many others. They showed 'that a good number of names 
?f places and people derived from the Illyrian and some 
isolart:ed words found in inscriptions or the ancient authors, 
can 1be explained onl'y with the help of the Albanian. Anthro
pological observations :also oonfirm the t'hes1is of the Albanians 
being the descendants of the Illyrians. The brachycephaly of 
the present-day Albarnilans corresponds to that of .the most 
skulls found in the Illyr:ian necropolises. 

I Proceeding tfrom the results of systematrc excava
tions, c:irried out mainly after Liberation, the earliest traces 
o:f man s presence on Albanian soil date back to the Middle 
and Late Stone Age. 

However, ,the Illyrians are not the fiirsit link· .in the process 
of ~ormatio:n .of !h: present-day Allbania1I1 people. Archae
?lo~1cal ~nd lmguistic sciences are trying to go even deeper 
m time, m search of the ancestors o:f the Illyrians or irn other 
woiids, the earlies:t .ancestors ?f the modern Albani~ns. Relying 
on many old vestli?es extant m the Albanian Janguage, as well 
as ~ th~ m;atenal culture of the Albanian people, some 
foreign scientists, among whom I.G .Hahn, G .Stier, L.Biilow, 
have as early ras the pasrt <century come out with the .thesis 
according to which the A1banian people are the direct desoen
daints of the .Pelasgians, who were cons~dered as the most an
cient 1inhab'itants of the Balk:ian Peni1I1sula and .the Mediter
ranean Basin. In our days, too, some scholars try to prove the 
existence i0f ,these liruguistk and cultural vestiges in the pre
sent-day A:lbamian, whiich ithey hold to be the language of a 
very ancient people. This is also borne OlJ1t by the results of 
the excavations carried out recently by the Albanian archaeo
Iogism. These ex·ca'vlatfons have ,shown that the .fonmer thesis 
accoroing to which the Jllyrians had migmted to the region~ 
of present-day Mbainia 1n the .beginning of ,the Irnn Age, that 
is, in the beginning of the first millennium before our era 
can no longer be upheld. The Albanian archaeologists think 
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that /the presence of the Illyrians iaind their culture in the 
regio!Ils of present-day 1Albania dates back to, .at· least, the 
Bronze Age, if nOlt to ran earlier epoch. ,As is seen, there is 
f(OOd reason to look for the ancestors of ithe ;Albanians in even 
more remote •historiool time>. 

Thus, the opinion according. to which the Albanian people 
had moved very early to the regions they i1I1habit today, has 
gained furrther confirmation. Although in '.later periods the 
Illyrlan ,population assimilated new ethnical and curtural ele
ments, especiruly under . Roman and ByzanrtJine domination as 
well as during the Slav colonizaition, it has preserved its 
ethnic character as well as its language and culture, and 
availing itself of the new historical, social and economic con
ditions, formed the present-day Albanian nation. 

The national name of the Albanians 

Our !People today call themselves «Shqiptare» .an.cl their 
country <<Shqiperi,» but the foreigne:r:s call them Albanians, 
Albanais, A]baner, Albanese, and their country Albania, Al
banie, Albanien. Of these two names, the second is more 
ancient and until the 17<th aind 18th .centuries the only na
tional !Ilame of this people. 

Which is the historical origin of this name? 
In the 2nd 1century of our .era, the geo.grapher Ptolemy, 

· who lived in Alexandria of Egypt, notes on his map of the 
world a tribe with the name Albrun<>i and a dty With the 
name Albanopolis in an area which corresponds to present-day 
Central Albania, between Durres and Dibra. There are all 
reasons to believe that the city of Afbanopolis was sirf:uated 
on the site of the village of Zgecrdhesh (not far away from 
the city of ,Kruja, in the proximity of which the ruins of an 
ancient Illyrian city are still distinguishable). From the name 
of this tribe the Albanian people have inherited their former 
na,tional n,ame, by .which they are denominaJted by the other 
peoples of the world. In the 11th :century the AlbaniaillS are 
mentioned for the second time by the Byzantine chroniclers 
as Albanoi, Albani:tai, and Al~nia as Alban.on. These names 
are met with in all rthe followilnig ,historical documents of the 
Middle Ages. . 

As is known, during ,the ,14th century .and especially the 
15th century, following the Tmkish invasion, thousands of . 
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Albanians emigrated to Greece .and Ita:ly, where they found 
Albanian settlements, stubbornly preserving their old mothe 
tongue until this day. These settlers oall€d lthemselves «A · 
beresh» and '1Jhe'ir country «Arber». 

The names of .<~Shqiptar» and <<Shqip~ri» were totall 
unknown to them. Hence olne can infer that these names w 
ndt yet in use a1t lea:st until 'rthe 15th centucy. Even the ol 
Albanian authors of the 16th and 18th centuries mentiOIIl onl, 
the name of Arber. This dieinomina'tion survives to thiis da 
on the terrirtory of Albania proper, especially in the regio 
between Vlora and Delvina. Nolt far from Tirana, one find 
today 1the village of .Arbana the name of which, ias .can easil · 
be seen, is but a different form of the name .Arber. Until th · 
18th century, <the Albandans who emigrated to foreign coun 
tries· would give this name to 'their newly founded settle-
menlt:s. So the former name od' the Albanians and Albania is 
Arber. 

The forms in Alb- used by the foreigners are, a~cordin 
to rthe scientists who have occupied themselves wilth thi 
problem, mostly alterati001.s of Arb- inrto Alb-. 

The new names of «Shqiptar,,,. «Shqiperi,» <<Shqipni»•. 
began to appear over the last centuries. Gjon Buzuku (1555), 
the earliest known Albanian writer is the first to have used. 
the word «shqip,» lbut this he did to desi•gn the language, 
while he uses the name «Arben» to denominate the country. 
Likewise, the other authors of the 1'8~h century use the 
word «Shqip» only for the language. Proceeding from this 
word which designed the language, the names «Shqiptar» and· 
«Shqiperi» subsequent[y emerged and gradually replaced ' 
the ancient names of «Arber» and «Arberia». 

The etymology of the word «shqip» is explained in 
many different ways, but nooe of them can be considered 
satisfactory. The widespread opinion prevails that the name 
of «shqiptar» derives from the word «shqipe> (eagle), which 
the Albanians hold in sped.al esteem. 

.. 

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION AND THE MAIN 
CITIES 

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is divided 
into 2,6 administrative units, or districts, which are directly 
depende1I1t on the central staite apparatus. Districts in turn 
are sub-divided into a number of locarrities .. The locality is an 
administrative unit made up of a number of villages con
stitutiil1g a territorial unit. The regrouped village stands 
at the same level as the locality in the administrative order; 
it comprises several vmages which, on their part, fo~m a 
basic territorial and economic unit iapart, on the basis of 
which the regrouped cooperatives are set up. T~e village 
is the basic unit of the administrative division in the coun
tryside. On the niap of today's Albania there are 62 ciities 
and major · inhabited 1centres, which administ:r1atively are 
considered the same as the cities. The basic unit of the 
administrative division for the bigger cities is the quarter. 

The people's councils. are the organs of the state power 
in the districts, localities, regrouped villages, villages, cities 
and city quarters. 

The administrative division of the People's Socialist 
Republic od' Albania serves 'to bring ithe state power as close 
to the people a1s posible, to give the working masses the 
possibility of ac.tively participating in the government of 
the whole country .and of contributing to the successful set
tlement of various iproblems.of a state, economic, cultural and 
other 1char.acter. 

• 
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Antiquity of Albanian cities 

According to the historical epochs in which they we 
founded, 't.he Albanian cities belong to serveral categori 
ancient Illyrian cities: Scodrinon (Shkodra), Epidamnos . 
Dyrrachium (Durres), Antipatrea (Berat), Apollonia (todlay t 
village of !Pojan in the Fier District), Buthroton (Butrint) 
cities founded in the epoch of Greek colonization: Liss 
(Lezha), ~yimph~ion (Shengjin}, Orychon (in the vicinity o, 
P~sha Lim.an, . m itih.e y1ora District), Phoinike {Finiqi, 
village of Delvm.a), Aneximas (Saranda)· cities founded in th ' ' epo~ of the Illyrian states: Byllis i(Gradishte, a place unin 
habited today), Olympe (the village of Margellic;), etc.; citie 
founded in the epoch of Roman OC'C'Upation: Aulon (Vloraj· 
Hadrianopolis (in the proximi'ty of Gjirokastria), AlbanopollS 
(situaited within the triangle Durres-Elbasam.-Kruja), Scampa 
(o!1; t~e site of . ~resent-day Elbasan), Claudiana (Peqin), 
Epic.aria (Puka); cities fownded during the B1yzantine empire:~ 
Kruja and Petrela; finally, cities founded during the Turkish 
occupation: Fier, Lushnja, Kavaja, Tirana, IPogradec, KorQa, 
Vookopoja, Vithkuq, Leskovik, IPermet, Elbasan (on the ruins~ 

· of ancient Scampa). 

The main cities of Albania 

'.Dhe Capital of Albania, Tirana which has been awarded · 
t~e Title of Hero City, is the principal economic, administra
tive and cultural centre of the People's Socialist Republic 
of Albania. I:t is situated in the cen'tre of the country, almost 
at an equal distance between its northen and southern, as 
well as ea.stem and west€'rlll borders. The city is surrounded 
by hills on all sides. 

Tirana is a relatively new city. It is not mentioned 
in historical documents prior to the 15th century, the 
epoch of the wars of Skanderbeg. Due to its favourable 
position, the city developed rapidly over the 18th century 
and, although it never became an .ad1nrinistrative centre 
since 1614 it played some role in the history of the country'. 

In 1920 Tirana became the Capital of Albania. Its popu
lation rose from 10,845 in 1923 to 25,079 on ·the eve of the 
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Second World War. In 1979 the city of Tirana had 192,000 
inhalbitanrts. 

During the nazi-fascist occupation Tirana was the centre 
of the 011ganization of the National Liberation War. The Com
n'lunist Parity of Albania, which led the people in the Nation;al 
Liberation War, was founded in Tirana on November 8, 1841. 
Hundreds of actions were carried out against the occupiers in 
Tirana. 

The battle for the liberation of Tirana, which lasted three 
weeks (from Ootdber 29 to Novemlber 17, 1944) was among 
the fiercest and the most glorious battles of the National 
Liberation War. On November 28, 1944, the first democratic 
government, chaired by Comrade Enver Hoxha, made its 
entry into the Caipitial.1 

During .the years after .Liberation, the Capital of the 
PSR of Al1bania has completely changed its appearance. 
It has assumed ithe features of a modern city. Along with 
big iltldustrial plants and many sodo-<eultural buildings, there 
are hundreds of shops, thousands of dwelling houses, parks 
and gardens, etc. , 

Tir.arna is .the first city of the country in regard to indu
strial output. Compared with 1938, industrial production has 
increased more than 92 times, the pre-liberation volume of 
production of Tirana was reaHzed in less than 3 days in 
1979. The industrial enterprises of the Capital turn out motors, 
cranes, excavators, turbines, steel pipes and . transformers, as 
well ,as textiles, clothing, fo<itwear, ;foodstuffs, furniture 
and domestic appliances, glassware, kitchen utensils, medica
ments arid hundreds of other articles. 

Tirana is the main educational and cultural centre of the 
country. The number of its schools and educational institutes 
has in1creased from year to year. In Tirana are :the Academy 
of Sciences of the BSR of · Albania, the University, the 
«<V. I. Lenin» Higher Party school, sev·eral research institutes, 
the Higher Insititute of Agronomy, the Higher School of 
Arts, several polytedmical and technical secondary schools, 
the Opera and Ballet Theatre, the People's Theatre, the 
Puppet Theatre, the. «New Albania>> Fiilm Studio, the muse
ums of archaeology and ethnography, o~ natural sciences, 

11 At its 2nd Meeting held from 20 to 23 of October 1944 in liberated 
Berat, the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee became the Demo
cratic Government of Albania. 
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of the National Liberation War and the <<Lenin and Stalin» Mu
seum, the Museum House of the Party of Lalbour, the A:ts 
Gallery the Palace of Culture, the Palace of the Young P10-
nieers, ~ well as several stadiums and many sports grounds. In 
the Tirana District one inhabitant out of three goes to school. 

There are more doctors in the health institutions of the 
Capital today than all the health pe:sonnel. of Albania in 
1938. The city of Tirana has 10 hospitals with. ~bou~ 3,~00 
beds, more than 100 outpatient and de!ltal climes lll city 
quarters and work ,centres, and more than 800 doctors. 

While for the entire city of Tirana in 1938 there w~ 
only one kindergarten with 45 chi1dren and 2 nurses, m 
1979 there were more than 0111e hundred kindergartens. In 
1938 Tirana had not a single creche, while it has 70 of them 
today. . .. 

The city of Durres, one of the most anc1ef1:t cities of.Europe, 
founded in 627 before our era lies east of Tirana. Ep1damnos 
or Dyrraiehium, as it was icalled in ancient times, ~ ~n 
important city and porrt on the ~stern coa:-t <:>f the Adriatic, 
played a very important role m the antiqmty. The many 
monUl!l1en ts unearthed there testify to the high degree of 
civilization of the dty. Frequently devastated by earthquakes 
and foreign invasions, Durres was liberarted on November 
14, 1944 by the National Liberation Army. J?urre~, the 
principal seaport of Albania, has more. than 60;0.00 m?ab1ta~ts. 
l\/fochanical engineering, food precessmg and hght mdustries 
have great importance there. Besides a broad 111~two:k of 
secondary schools, it has several affiliates of the Un:v~rs1ty of 
Tirana specialized in training engineers, mechamc1ans and 
economists, as well as a higher institute of agronomy and a 
teacher-training school. . 

The Durres beach, which e::iotends to the south of the city, 
is one of the largest and healthiest of the Adriatic. It is skirted 
with comfortalble hotels, villas for the working people 
and tourists. Its fine sand has a h:igh iodine content. 

In the northeastern part of the country lies the ancient 
city of Shkodra, bounded by the lake of ,the same name and 
the Euna river. and dominated by the citadel of Rozafa. 
Shkodra is mentioned ten centuries before our era .as a city 
of the Illyrian tribe of the Labeates, later as the capital of 
the great Illyrian state of the Adrians, who became fam.ous 
for their many wars of resistance against the Roman invas~on. 
It has preserved its importance in the course of the centuries. 
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Shkodra was the last Albanian city to fall in the hands of 
the Ottoman invaders in 1479. 

Shkodra was liberated iby the National Liberation Army 
on November 29, 1944, which is eelebrated as Day of the 
liberation of ALbania. The aspect of this important city keeps 
changing every day, with an ever expanding industrial area 

·which, among others, comprises a powerful hydro-electric 
plant, a corpper wires plant, a cement factory, a modern ibrick 
!kiln, ra tobacco curing factory and a cigarettes manufacturing 
factory. The food processing occupies an important place in 
the economic attivity of the iShkodra district. It boasts, among 
other things, a flour mHl, a noodles factory, a large milk 
processing factory, etc. 

In the Shkodra of old, religious division a111d strife was 
an acute phenomenon and women lived in almost total s,eclus
ion, . whereas today it has become an important cultural 
oentie, with a higher teachers' training institute, many 
secondary and eight-year schools, as well as about 150 
cultural and artistic institutions. Dozens of women occup'y 
posts of responsibility and exercise t!he most diverse professions. 

The largest city of eastern Albania is Kor<;a, one of the 
principal economic and cultural centres of the country. Libe
rated by the Albanian National Liberation Army on October 
24, 1944, the city, which had a tradition in cottage industry, 
renowned especiaMy. for its artistic carpets, now boasts various 
modern industries. 'ihe Korc;a district accounts for an im
portant part of the industrial and agricultural produetion 
of the country. The Korc;a district ranks ,among the first 
in terms of the area of arable land, in the production of 
bread grain, potatoes, oat, sugar-be.et, and lucerne, as well 
as in the number of 1cattle, pigs, horses, etc. 

The Korc;a district is also renowned for its fruit-tree 
plantations. Vast tracts of land planted with apple, pear, 
cherry, prune and other frui't trees have been transformed into 
plantations, especially in the formerly poor and abandoned 
territories of Dvoran and Kamenica. 

Apart from Tirana, another two cities have been awarded 
the title of Hero City: Kruja and Viar-a. 

The foreign visitors have called Kruja, the ancient capital 
of Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, ,,the balcony on the Adriatic», 
and this not only because from ihe mQµntain-slope on which 
the city is situated one has a broad view of the Adriatic 
Sea but also becaus·e, in the time of Skanderbeg, Kruja 
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was the place towards which all 1the peoples of the Balkans 
and Europe had turned their eyes, seeing in it the uncon
querable citadel, the centre of the inrvicible Albanains. After , 
Skanderbeg's death the Ottoman expeditions rushed wave 
upon wave, wreaking destruction in the Albanian cities, 
ruining the finest works of architecture - the castles, the 
cathedrals, tJhe palaces of the nobles and the public build-· 
ings. Valuable paintings and sculptures, together with an 
inestimable number of documents and manusicripts were 
lost or irreparably dam.aged. The dtadel of Kruja is still 
standing stem and majestic on its ro1C'ky hilltop, a'bout 600 
metres above sea level, despite the destructions of the wars 
and the injuries of the time. 

Kruja is the oentre of the region of the same name. 
Today it has become an important industrial and agricultural 
area with a chemical fertilizers plant, a cement factory, a 
copper dressing plant, a wood-working mill, etc. The acreage of 
arable land has increased more than 4 fold as against 1938, 
mainly due to the great drainage s·ohemes carried out after the 
liberation of the country and the :breaking-in of new land. 

The city of Vlora, likewise honoured with the title of 
Hem City, is situated in the southwestern rpart of the 
country. Ptolemy, the Alexandrine geographer of the 2nd 
century of our era, mentions it under the 'ftame of Aulon. It 
is in this city that on November 28, 1912 the national inde
pendence of Albania was proclaimed after centuries-long 
wars against the Ottoman rule, and an Albanian government 
presided by Ismail Qemali was set up. Vlorn today is an im
portant industrial and cultural centre. What Vlora produces 
in less than 12 days is equal to the total production of the 
country in 1938. Instead of the 13 small shops and manufac
turing units it had in 1938, today this district has more than 
60 enteprise.ir, among which factories producing soda ash, 
polyvinyl chloride, electric bulbs, cement, canned food, etc. 
Vlora has 1rnore than 100 schoo1s of all categor'ies and about 
120 cultural and artistic institutions. 

The acreage of farm land has doubled as against the 
pre-war period. Vlora is buiil.t at the foot of soft-rolling hills 
planted with olives and citrus-trees. 

Vlora was liberated iby the forces of the National Libe
ration Arm1y of Albania on October 25, 1944. If Vlora is 
giv€n the title of Hero City this is not only because the 
independence of Albania was proclaimed on November 28, 
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1912 there, but also because it was in Vlora that the forces 
of the Italian invaders were throWln out into the sea by the 
Albanian patriots in 1920. Vlora is a po:rt of great strategic 
importance, which the Khrushchevite revisionists tried in 
vain to turn into a military base for their plans of social
imperialist aggressio;n in the Mediterranean. The firm stand 
of O'Ur Party and people on this questiO!rl is well-known. The 
foreign. reader will find a clear exposition of this stand iri 
Volume 19 of Comrade Enver Hoxha's Works, in Volume 
3 of his Selected Works, or in his work «The Khrushchevites,,~ 
alreary translated in several languages. 

The itwo museum-towns, Berat and Gjirokastra, are of 
particular architectonic interest. ' . 

Berat, or as it is still called, the City of a Thousand 
Windows, exi·sted as an important centre as early as the 
4th-3rd· century before our era. In spite of the destructions 
and reconsitructions carried out over the centuries, the city 
in the present. condition preserves fine specimens of architec
ture belonging to the period between the middle of the 18th 
century and the end of the 19th century. The dwelling house 
of Berat is a great architectural attraction. The typical Bfrat 
~ouse is a" large stone-walled, two storied building with an 
mner gallery - a characteristic which predominated house
building in the 1'8th century. The ground floor is occupied by 
service rooms with a vaulted outer staircase leading to the first 
floor gallery which gives access to all the dwelling-rooms. This 
type of house, which is aloo found in some other cities of 
our #country, represents an improvement 0111 the peasant 
dwelling, as people from the countryside came to increase 
the popullation of the city in the course of its development. 

The Berat houses are rich in woodwork ornaments. Worth 
of particular attention are especially the reception rooms 
where the Albanian mast~r builders are in their height in 
the beautifully carved ceilings, cupboards and ornaments. 
Wood carvings of great beaut'y are found, among others, in 
the Berat cathedral. 

Berat has laiige and picturesque blocks of buildings, 
such as that of the Mangalem quarter, which is a unique 
architectonic unit, with its massive character giving the im
pression of a giant single construction. Berat is built with 
remark.able arch'itectural equilibrium, achieved through hor
izontal composition and skilful utilization of the environment. 
The harmonious ensembles cre:ated by the Albanian master 
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builders are a delight to the eye and convey an impression 
of sevenity. The present-day construction of the city tends 
to harmonizing new buildings with the museum part of the 
city - the quarters of Kala, Mangalem and Gorica. A great 
deal of conservation and restauration work is being carried 
out in these three quarters. 

Industry, also, has expanded in the Berat district, com
prising, among others, the oil centre of the Stalin-City and 
the textHe mills. The Berat district is also a very important 
agricultural eentre producing cereals, cotton, tdbacco, fruits, 
olives. A vast plantation of more than 200,000 fig-trees covers 
pa:rit of the hills surrounding the city. 

Gjirdloostra, situated in the south of the countr1y, is a 
huge magnificent museum. The way the city is built is a 
rarity in the town-planning aspect, its original .1!1~diaev~l 
av~hitecture produces a strong impact. After visiting this 
museUJin-city, the French pulblidst G. Chantepleure said: 
• ~jirokastra astonishes me. It is unlike any other city I have 
seen, even in my dreams. . . In whatever direction . I turn, 
I see a silvery city capriciously massed around its citadel. .. 
I look at it time and again and never feel tired ... » 

The original architecture of this stone city built on 
rock is delightful in its force, dynamic rhythm, elegance and 
organic coalescence with the environment. !he. mass of sto:ie 
seems to spring up from the rock on whi,ch it rests. In its 
present state, the city preserves ensembles of buildings and 
whole quarter's belonging to the period from the end of 
the 18th century to the end of the 19th century. The ci.ty 
stretches on the slope of Mali i Gjere, on bare rocky terram. 
The citadel, built on a hillock in the centre of the city and 
surrounded on all sides by dwelling houses, towers imposing 
and monumenta1l over the dty. The Gjirolkastra dwelling
house with its obvious defensive structure, is a typically 
Alba~ian creation. It developed to its ultimate form after 
a long process which extends ov·er three centuries,· con-

. stantly responding to the needs of the time. 
' 'The interior of the Gjirokastra house reflects the creative 

spirit and fine taste of the Albanian builders: wo:id-carved 
ceilings, doors, cupboards etc., plaster m,9ulded fire-places 
with floreal motifs. . 

'The city, which was liberat,ed by the partisan forces in 
September 18, 1944, is ricl1: in museums all .of. which h9Vt? 
been created after Liberation. Worth mentioning are the 
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Museum of the National Liberation War, the Museum of 
the Allbanian Renaissanoe in the house of the great patriots 
Cerc;iz and Bajo Topulli, the Museum of Weapons arranged 
in the interior of the citadel, ek. There are several factories 
of the engineering, light and· food processing industry. The 
region has a highly-developed agriculture, especiaHy in the 
Drino valley. 

Elbasa"n, Scamp.a of the antiquity, initially was an im
portant relay centre which grew into a prosperous town, 
on the famed Via Egn/atia which linked Rome with Con
stantinople. Destroyed by the Goths and rebuilt by the 
Byzantine· emperors, the cit'y owes its existence, as well as 
its successive destructions, to the Via Egnatia. In the 15th 
century Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror reconstructed the· 
citadel and made it a base and starting point for his incurs
ions and sieges of Kruja. It was he who .gave it the name 
of Elbasan . 

Before Liberation, Elbasan was a small mediaeval town 
of 15,000 inhabitants. Liberated on November 11, 1944 by the 
National Liberation Army, it has expanded and developed 
in all fields. Population has trebled and industry made great 
progress. The oil refinery in Cerrik, the -<-<N ako Spiru» wood
working mill, the cement and food-processing factories, as 
well as the big metallurgical combine - the «Steel of the 
Party» ·Metallurgical Works, have been built there. Cereals, 
tobacco, fruits, olives, etc. are cultivated extensively in this 
region. Elbas.an is also an important cultural centre. It has 
a filial of the University of Tirana, several middle schools, a 
professional theatre, a number of museums and a very active 
artistic life. 

• 



Chapter Four 

THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HA VE WON THEIR 
FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE WITH THE 

BLOOD THEY HAVE SHED 

Sword in hand through the path of his.tory 

June 29, 1969. The veterans of the 15th Shock Brigade · 
are lined up to commemorate the day of the formation of 
their brigade. A young wo~an stands beside those who have 
fought the Italian and German fascists in stern battles. 
She has come to take the place of her father. 

. She was born in 1949, one month after her father, Cap
tain Bektash, fell in battle, defending the borders of the 
Hom€land. She represents the fourth successive generation of 
sons and daughters who have not known their fathers. 

Her grand-grandfather Be!ktash Merlko was killed in 
action against the Ottoman invaders in the beginning of the 
century... · 

. . . Panarit, a village in the mountains of the Kor<;a 
district, wais a refuge for the peasants who had revolted 
against the beys and foreign oppression. Freedom was for 
them the supreme aspiration. They possessed very little land 
and bread was often ~n short supply. Nevertheless, these 
highlanders were ready to excham.ge all the bread they had 
for a pistol, a symlbol, in their eyes, of power and liberty. 

In 1898, the Turks encircled Panarit, hoping to force 
the insurgents to surrender. Stern fighting went on from 
hill slope to hill ~lope, from house to house. The Turkish 
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artillery sl:lelled the village to ruins, but the insurgents 
remained inflexible. 

As the Turks withdrew towards Berat, the villagers of 
Panarit bid the last farewell to 1their sons fallen for the 
defence of the Homeland, and to Bektash Merko, the only 
male of his family, who was among them. 

In these same days his wife was delivered of a son. He 
was calleq Bektash, to. perpetuate the memory of his father. 
Little Bektash gre.w up very quickly ... as if hastening to 
take the place of his father among the guerrillas. And the 
day came when, s1fil1 a child, he took the rifle and went 
to take the place of his father. From 1911 to 1917 he 
fought in the same guerrilla unit against the Greek chauvinists 
who attacked Panarit and the surr.ounding area's. Few were 
the places in which he did not fight ... Born in the heat of 
battle, he met his death in battle at Meleka. 

Some days later, his wife was del:iver·ed of a son. The 
history was repeat~ng itself. . . He, too, was called Bektash. 
When he .grew upi he began roaming about the country 
in searc~ of work. Young Bektash, the third of this name, 
was a skilled mason. · 

When the partisan war broke out, Bektash changed his 
mason's paper cap with the red-starred cap of the ,partisan 
fighter. After Liberation ·he completed his stusfies at. the 
Officers' School and was promoted captain. 

On August 2, 1949, he fell on the battlefield :at the 
head of his battalion while defending the Albanian border 
against the Greek chauvinist armies. 

The third on the Bektash line did not succeed in seein,g 
his offspring, either. A month after his death, a daughter, 
his first child, was born to the family. 

She was born and has grown up in free Albania. She 
has only heard about the National Liberation War, but to
morrow, if the Hoimeland calls her, she will fight just as 
her father, her grandfather and her grand-grandfather did ... 

The heroic hist4bry of her family is not a special case. 
It is an image of the history of the Allbanian people, who, 
generation after generation, have defended their freedDm 
and their land. 

Surrounded b'y rapacious big empires, which exercised 
military, economic and political pressu.re on them, the Alba
nians have constantly had to fight sword in hand to defend 
their existence as a nation, their language and their culture. 
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With their extraordinary vitality and energy, they have 
foiled the attempts of the invadern to assimilate them, 
evict them from their fertile land, drive them away from 
the great routes of communication, from the coast, keep them 
under their domination, press-gang them into the Roman 
legions, the armies of the Byzantine emperors, the Turkish 
sultans or the Serbian kfogs. 

On the hard road they had to traverse in order to occupy 
the place they deserve the Albanian people have developed 
and temper·ed the features which are their own, and the 
combativeness and persistence whioh have charaicterized them 
through the ·centuries. 

The Albanian people are among the most ancient peo
ples of Europe. Archaeological finds and scientific research 
prove this conclusively. 

In ancient times, the territory of present-day Albania, 
as we have already said, was inhabited by the Illyrians. 
They were among the largest populations of Europe. Recent 
discoveries by Albanian archaeologists prove that the Illyrians 
inhabited the Albanian territory at least as early as the 
beginning of the third millennium b.o.e. 

In the fi:r:st millennium b.o.e., the Illyrian society had 
already reached a high degree of development. Among other 
things, the Illyrians began to work iron, silver, bronze and 
produce utensils of baked earth. They were skiHul farmers 
and catHe-raisers and skilful artisans who used the loom. They 
built powerful citadels and founded large towns, developed 
commerce and minted their own coins. They were good ship
builders and bold navigators. Later they set U[> states defen
ded by strong armies. The more known Illyrian states were 
those of the Encheleans, the Taulantians and, above all, the 
AI1dians. 

The IHyrians had trade relations with the Greek sta
tes. In order to ·strengthen these relations, in the 7th century 
b.o.e. the Greeks founded their colonies on the Albanian 
coast, such as Durres (Dyrrachium or Epidamnos - 627 
b.o.e), Pojan in the Fier region {Apollonia, 588 b.o.e.), Butrint 
and many others. These centres of a highly developed 
civilization came under the influence of the Illyrian civiliza
tion, be it only for the reason that they developed on the 
territory of the great Illyrian states whioh put them under 
their rule. Valuable monuments of culture have been unearth
ed at Butrint, Pojan, Durres, etc. but unfortunately they 

rHE ALBANIAN PEOPLE HA VE WON THEIR FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE 41 

were systematitally plundered b1y the foreigners up to the 
day of the liberation of the country. 

The further development of this process, which would 
nave led to the formation of the Illyrian nation, was halted 
by the Roman oocupation which lasted from the 2nd century 
b.o.e. to the 4th centur:y. A.D. The ancestors of the A:lbanians 
had to defend their fre~om and independence sword in hand 
against the foreign invaders. They put up stiff resistance. to 
the Roman armies of. oocupation. It was only in 167 b.o.e., 
after three bloody protracted wars, that the Romans succeeded 
in occup1ying Illyria. The independent Illyrian states were 
liquidated. The Romans expelled whole Illyrian popula
tions and transported them as captives or suspects to dist~nt 
regions of their empire. They founded i:iowerf~l Romai; ~olomes 
in the territory of pres·ent-day Albama, while exerc1smg all
rnund pressure through their more advanced culture and 
technology. These factors posed the threat of Romanization 
of the Illyrian population and of the creation of a Roman 
or ne~Latin nationality in place of an Illyrian nationality. 

But the Illyrians resisted arms in hand to the invaders. 
In 135 b.o.e. the Ardians revolted. Their U1prising assumed 
:;uch extension that the Romans were forced to dispatch 
considerab1e forces against them, and eventually transplanted 
them to the inner regions of Herzegovina. But even 
after that the Illyrians continued to rise in revolt against 
Rome. The Roman historian Suetontus writes that the Ill'y
rian uprising of the years 6-9 A.ID. was the most formidable 
foreign war Rome had to wage next to the Punic Wars. 

The later events brought out the astonishing vitality of 
the Illyrian population. After the division of the Roman 
Bmpire in 395 A.D., the territories of p:i;:esent-day Albania 
were plaeed under Byzantium, which for two centuries made 
no change in the former situation of . these regions. The 
slave-owning institutions remained in force and Latin remained 
the official language, as well as the language of the Church 
and culture. During this period the A1banian territory was 
invaded by various barbarian tribes - the Visigoths, Ostro
goths, Hans, Vandals. The Visigoths, who had settled for 
more than 150 years in Central ALbania, stayed longest in 
our territory. Towards the 5th century, the mass migration 
of the Slav populations began, which, in the 7th century, 
settled for good in Illyrian territory and tried to get the 
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upper hand. The Illyri•an cities or Romaniz·ed colonies, whi 
were rapidly losing their importance to the point of comple 
disappearance, could not stem this devastating flood. 

Like the Roman occupation, the Slav .colonization threa 
ened the Illyrians with the danger of assimilation. The I1l 
rians, who had resisted Romanization, entered a new stage , 
struggle for their ethnical existence, a struggle which unfort 
nately it is impossiible to follow closely, as the historic 
documents on this dark perioo of the early Middle Ages ar 
almost totally missing. The extremely rare documents fro 
this epoch do not even mention the existence of an ancie 
Illyrian population. But the Illyrians, although driven int 
the interim of the territory of present-day Albania, con 
tinued to exist and even put up surprisingly energetic resi 
tanoe to the Slav and Byzantine pressure. Not only that bu 
they even began to regain little by little their lost position 
breaking out of their shell of tribal and peasant communitie 
into which the foreign pressure had forced them to entrenc 
themselves. ' 

In this period, feudal relations flourished and becam 
the main form of relations of production. This enabled th' 
Albanian foudal lords to strengthen their positions perceptibly 
In 1185, the A~banian feudal lords got rid of Byzantine contro 
and formed their first state, the Principality of Arberia: 
Kruja was its capital and its first .chief was Progon (1190 · 
1198). ' 

However this state was short-lived. But although crush 
~d by the superior forices of the neighbouring peoples, it 
influence made itself felt on the futher evolution of Albania 
history. The country woke up with renewed forces as if to 
make up for the lost time. The reborn cities developed and 
extended at an un!Precedented rate; agriculture anrl animal 
husfbandry prospered' in the fertile plains. A number of feudal 
dynasties, like those of Thopia, Shpata, BaJsha, Kastrioti, etc., 
were formed as feudal principalities, which were constantly 
warring amongst themselves for the extension of their res
pective possessions. 

By this time the country was faced with a new threat. 
When the historical process of centralization, which would· 
have eventually led to the forimatian of a single Alibanian 
state, was wel1 unde•r way, the Ottoman Turks appeared at 
the gates of A1bania. 

Availing themselves of the feudal divisions and the 
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weakness of the Byzantine Empire, they made reiterated 
incursions into Albania, oocupyin~ the ~hdle of the country 
with the exception of the mountam regions. . 

In this period, when ~e Ott~maD: ~or;des at the apo~ee 
of their power were pushmg on irresistibly. and threaten~ng 
the entire European civilization with destruct10n, the Al~a~ian 
people wrote with their' blood. :some of the most brilliant 
pages of the history of the continent. 

The glorious epic of the Albanian people under the 
leadership of Gjergj Kastrioti - Skanderbeg 

No more than the preceding invaders - the Romans and 
Byzantines, the Visigoths, and Ostrogoths, th~ ~uns and Sl~vs, 
did the Ottomans find in AJ.lbania a submissive population. 
In Novemib.er 1443, under the leadership of Skanderb~g, a ge-
11eral insurrection broke out against the new occupiers .. The 
insurgents li'berated Kruja and on November ~8 pr?~laimed 
the restoration of the free Principality of A1Jbama, raising the 
Kastrioti flag, the black two-headed eagle on a red background 
over the white citadel oif Kruja. In December 1443,. all the 
Turkish garri.SOns were driven out of ~entr~l Alb~ma. 

The Ottomans would have coped easily with the msurgents 
were the&e not solidly united and well organized from the 
political and military standpoint. Losing. '?o time, S~anderbe.g 
set about the primary task - the. formation .of a umted antl
Turkish front and of a well-orgamzed Afbaman army capable 
of halting the imminent offensive of .the O~toman forces. So 
in Marich 1444 he called all the Albanian prmces to ,a general 
assembly which was held in the Albani'.1n city of ~~zha (at 
that time a Venithf1 possession) in wh1ch the dec1s10::i w~s 
made to form a political and military alliance which is 
known under the nam~ of the <<Albanian League~,, or the 
«League of Lezha•>, the creation of an Allbanian army and a 
common fund for this purpose. The assembly elected Skan
derbeg chief of the League and supreme cQmmander of the 
federated army. . . 

History had assigned to the Albanian people a i:mss1on 
which the Balkan princes could not carry out and. ':"hich the 
Western :states, despite , their greater :v~alth, military po
tential and better organiz,ation, were, unw1llmg to assume. These 
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were t~e .stormy years in which the Albanian. ~ople, wit. 
their hrmted human resources and insufficient economi · 
means, relying only on their own capacities and experienc 
of war, the spirit of sacrifice which characterized them under 
t?e leadership of Skander'beg, who was not only a bold war-. 
nor ibut also a past master in military art, wrote the Albanian 
epic of the 15th century, which for ever will remain one of 
the most glorious chapters, not only of the history of Albania, 
bu~ als~ of the whole continent. For a quarter of a century 
t~ey ~01led 22 major Turkish expeditions, always coming off 
victorious against the «invincible» arms of the Ottomans. 

Three times in suoce.ssion, Murad II and his son 
M~~i:net IT, we7~ forced to lift the siege of Kruja, th~ 
po"1h:cal an.d military centre of Albania, in utter disgrace. 
Heroic KruJa was a brilliaint iillustratioin to the whole world 
of the fact that against the gallant rnsistance oif a freedom
loving people, all policy of intimidation, buttressed by the 
most modern lethal weapons, is doomed to shameful failure.· 
The biggest cannon ever cast in the epoch, the cannon which 
intimi?ated. eve~ countries hundreds of kilometres away from ' 
Albania, failed m front of the walls of IKruja. In famous bat
tles which go' under the name of Torvioll, Drin, Uji i Bardhe 
etc.,. Gjergj Kastrioti succeeded in masterfully combining th~ , 
tactics of guerriHa warfare, consisting of surprise attacks, sud- · 
den retreats and ambushes., with that of pitched battle. With 
the milit8:ry .op~rations he carried ·out, he turne<l the valleys 
of the Drm i Zi and the Upper Shkumlbin into the graveyard 
of the Turkish armies whiich were many times superior in 
num1ber. 

A great master of the mi1itary art, Skanderbeg kept 
the enemy forces in a state of constant tension harassed them 
with surprise attacks, cut their lines of com:nunication and 
supply i~ order to deal them eventuaHy his lightning !blows 
after havmg drawn them into an ambush. Applying the prin-
c~ple of «defence through attack,» Skanderbeg u8'ed attadks as 
his best defensive weapon. 

. The objective conditions for th€ long successful war 
agamst the Ottomans comprised the economic resources and 
the ~1:1pport of the popular masses, which had long-standing 
traditions of freedom and great e~perience of warfare. 

The popular masses were the main driving force of the 
struggle for land, free<lom and independence. In fact, the 
feudal lords were split. Only some of them showed their 
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readiness to defend the interests of the country arms in 'hand, 
while the others placed themselves in the service of the 
Turks. 

The secret of Skanderbeg's victories, which astonish the 
historians even to this day, lies in the fact that he knew bet
ter than anybody else in his epoch to win the 1broad masses 
of the pe<>ple over to his cause and give a popular character 
to his liberation war. 

The Albanians were obliged to fight single-handed, 
without aid from abroad. In the just war they waged, self
reliahce 'became a decisive condition for victory. This implied 
that the leaders had unshakeable confidence in the immense 
energies of the popular masses, confidence which was. con
stantly tested and tempel'.'ed until it became a powerful motive 
force in the Albanian epic. 

Having succeeded in combining these two factors, Skan
derbeg applied them to the Alibanian terrain, and thus achiev
ed his victories. 

« I did not bring you the liberty, I found it amongst 
you. . . I did not ibring you your arms, I found you in arms» 
- these memorable words, which the hero addressed the 
people of liberated rKruja, excpress in a nutshell his high eva
luation of the popular forces as the principal motive force of 
the liberation strug1gle. 

And Skanderbeg, right from the beginning of his military 
and state activity, relied on the popular masses. The popular 
masses saw in the war he waged the only way of salvation. 
His airmy drew its forices from them, and its fighters, whom 
the Turks themselves compared with «tigers of mountain 
warfare,» knew neither fear nor submission, and did not 
hesitate to .~urn their country into scorched ·earth for the 
enemy. In this manner Skanderbeg succeeded in countering 
the wavering attitudes and the separatist tendencies of the 
feudal chiefs. 

The sy~matic incursions of the Ottoman hordes, the pil
lage and devastation they wrought ruined the once flourishing 
cities. In these c9nditions, the fundamental aim of the people's 
struggle waged iby Skanderbeg fw a quarter of a century, con
sisted in stemming this drain on the economic and human 
resources of the country, preventing the destruction of the 
developing production forces and defending the whole socio-· 
political and cultural level of devielopment attained in that 
epoch. By this policy he won the popular masses, which rallied 
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round him and fought unreservedly beside him. Theirs was 
war to the end; iJt involved even old folk, women an 
children, who, when they were not the victims, represente 
an active force in the war. 

This war awakened and developed a powerful feeling o 
patriotism amongst the masses of the people. It assumed th 
features of an essen~ial!ly popular war. For 25 years on end' 
the Alhanian popular masses, anonymous heroes, fought unde 
the leadership of Skanderbeg to defend their soil, their freedom 
and' independence, building the solid foundations of the edific 
which the future generations were to complete:. the union o 
the Albanian people in a national state. :Skanderbeg's epoch 
is a 'brilliant illustration zyf the vital force and the highest 
virtues of the Albanian people. 

Of course, the personal qualities of Gjergj !K:astrioti stood 
much for his viotories. The figure of :Skiandelfueg stood out in 
sharp contrast to those of the European princes.' When he.' 
went to Rome in 1466, the masses of the people, that had· 
turned up in the streets to hail him, expected to see the usual 
procession of personages in sumptuous robes, but they re-· 
mained greatly surprised at seeing the Albanian hero of uni-· 
versal fame .. dressed like a ipauper>>. This simpliCity of the 
Albanian national hero manifested itself in all his activities. 
In his relations with the people, with his co-fighters, in peace: 
as well as in war, :Skanderibeg was ian example of modesty, 
courage and intelligence. By his virtues he won the hearts of 
his people who rallied around him to a man. 

Skander'beg's immortality rests in the fact that his work' 
was not that of a single man, but of an ·entire people, not of 
a single century, but of whole centuries. . 

The epoch of Slkandevbeg did not come to an end in 1468, 
with his death, because the ratio of social forces and the 
historic tasks remained the same for dozens of years after 
his death, as long as the struggle went on in an organiz
ed manner. The heroic defence of Kruja, which lasted 
for more than ten years, and the two sieges of Shkodra in 
1474 and 1474-1479, after which the citadel was conquered not 
by the enemy, but by starvation, bear witness to this. 
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The figure of Skanderbeg remains alive in the 
.centuries 

<<Gjergj Kastrioti will conquer the oenturies,» said one of 
, 1s c01I1t€mporaries, Enea Silvio Piccolomini. Time has con

r1rmed his judgement. 
The wars of the Albanian people, under the leadership 

• t Skanderlbeg, for the defence of their land against the Ot
toman Empire had great repercussions 'beyond the bounds of 
.Hbania and assumed international proportions. The Albanians 
1ailed down an important part of the Ottoman army, inflicted 
repeated losses O'n it, and wore out a good part of its fighting 
.. \rength, thus easing the iburoen of the Hungarians and im
•1eding the passage of the Turks to ltaly. 

<<The invasion of Europe is certain,» John of Newport, an 
!•:nglish knight who served as a volunteer in Skanderbeg's 
,rmy, wrote in 1456, .... beoause there is no force capable of 
resisting the Turks if the Albanian citadel falls.» And in fact 
hardly had the last Albanian fortress fallen in 1479 when 
v1ehme:ct II, feeling himself more or less secure in his 
1·ear, went immediat€ly over to attacking. southern Italy, 
which he had dreamed of invading for a quarter of a century . 
. .'\ 10,000 strong Tu11kish army sailed from Vlora and 
landed in Italy, seizing the citadel of Otranto (1480). Taking 
advantage of the involvement af the Turks in Italy, an armed 
:iprising broke out in Albania and in 14'81, upon the call of 
the chiefs of the insurrection, Gjon Kastrioti, Skanderbeg's 
\on, returned to his country with some hundreds of Arbanian 
,:xiles. Caught between two fires, the Ottomans were forced 
to abandon Otranto and return to Al'bania, where they under
took large-scale punitive operations against the insurgents. It 
was only in 1482 that the insurrection.al movement succumbed 
under the 1blows of the Turks, and Gjon Kastrioti again was 
forced to le~ve Albania. 

Karl Marx made a high assessment of rthe Albanian epic 
of the 15th century, an epic which the Sons of the Eagle 
wrote with their blood. In the wars of the Albanians led by 
Skanderbeg !e saw the wans of a people and a country to 
defend their own fl'eedom, as well as a blow dealt at the only 
military power of the Middle Ages, whi1ch could oppose the 
historical development of emerging capitalism and universal 

• 
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progress. He considered Skanderbeg, first of all, a figure tha 
helped acoelerate the progress of mankind. His appraisal · 
a key to understanding the essence of the international rol 
of Skanderbeg and his immortal feats. 

What the enlightened minds of the Renaissance stoo 
ardently for - freedom of man and the homeland, confidenc 
in the creative power of the people and human reason, optim. 
ism ~nd faith in the future, struggle for the awakening of th. 
national consiciousness, Skanderbeg not onl'y propagated i · 
words, but also defended with his sword and translated int 
deeds. He aroused the people to defend. these great ideas, 
gave the European Renaissance a breathing space and sav 
~t ~rom the Ottoman invasion which threatened to strangle i 
m its cradle. Thus he became an Albanian titan of the Renais 
sance and although he left no Latin writing, he wrote wit 
his blood a griandiose work full of life in which not onl 
his century but also the subsequent centuries have sought and 
found a source of inspiriation. Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbe · 
made the iposterilty speak of him. 

When he was still alive, Gjergj Kastrioti, with his hero-' 
ism, with the lofty ideals he defended, had already entered 
the oral literature, the legends and songs of the Albanian peo
ple and ithe other peoples of the Balkans. After his death, this 
popular literature and the works. af historians, publicists and 
philosophers, the various assessments made of him in dif
ferent epochs, inspired a whole literature which from the 
beginning of the 16th century flourished in several lan
guages and in the most diverse genres: sonnets, poems, his
todcal novels and stories, lays, libretti, etc. Will all 
their individual peculiarities and the artistic 1evolution of the 
approach to 1the figure of the hero in the cour&e of the cen
turies, these works have the one fundamental element: in 
all of them Skanderbeg appears as a hero of great strength 
of character, valiant and generous: in short, as the spirit of the 
good who conquers the forces of the evil in all circumstances. 

Fe:w heroes of li~ration struggles have been taken up 
as subJ1~cts of world literature as often as Gjergj Kastrioti- · 
Skanderbeg has ibeen five centuries sirnce his hand let 
go for ever his unvanquished sword. The lbtbliogr.aphy on 
our legendary hero published on the occasion of the 500th 
centenaTy of his death comprises more than 1,000 works 
21 languages. . 

'Skanderbeg's epoch and feats were frequently evoked 
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the clandestine press of the National Liberation War. After 
Liberation, many writers, composers, painters and sculptors 
have chOS€n Skanderbeg as the central figure of many of their 
works. 

The PLA and the people's state power have organized 
various activities to honour the figure of the national hero 
of the Albanian people in a worthy manner. The central 
.square of Tirana, a military school, a great agricultural enter
prise, the Museum of Kruja, etc. bear the name of Skanderbeg. 
The «Order of Skanderbeg», one of the highest decorations 
for distinguished service, has been instituted by special law. 
Everywhere there are monuments erected to commemorate 
Skanderbeg's great victories in his struggle against the Ot
tomans. Equestrian statues by Albanian sculptors dominate 
the central places in Tirana and Kruja. And finally, in 
1968, on the occasion of the 500th anniversay of the death 
of the hero, important activities were organized in Tirana, 
Kruja, Lezha and in other cities of the country. 

The centuries-long struggle of the Albanian people 
for freedom and independence 

The establishment of the Ottoman feudal military regime 
on Albanian territory had disastrous consequences for the 
normal course of the general development of ithe country. 
The Ottoman administration tried to implant its la.ws. and 
customs in occupied Albania, going the whole length in their 
efforts to convert the population into Turks. But the efforts of 
the Ottoman invaders to hitch definitively ·the destin!y of 
Albania to the chariot of Constantinople ended in failure. 
The Albanians put up an une~ampled resistance to this new 
threat. The five centuries of Ottoman rule are full of ceaseless 
uprisings of the. Albanian people to shake off the Turkish 
yoke. 

The live memory of Gjergj Kastrioti, like all ideas which 
strike deep roots among the masses of the people, became a 
mobilizing element. His authority was so great that in the 
eighties and nineties of the 15th century, th·e masses that rose 
to regain their lost liberty, this time called on his son and 
grandson in exile in Italy to return ·and lead their struggle as 
they had done h~lf a century before, when they went to 
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Edr·ene to invite Gjergj Kastrioti to take the leadership of· 
their war. The country again was liberated from Himara to 
the .northern mountain ranges. ·The Sultans were obligeld to 
organize new military expeditions to· reoccupy the country. 
From the 16th to the 18th century, a number o:f violent up
risings broke out in the mountainous areas of the country. 
These upheavals, which were directed both against the foreign 
occupier and against the rienegade feudal lords, strengthened 
the national feeling and enhanced the patriotism of the 
people. · 

The 18th century is marked by important changes in the 
econ!omic and J)Oli tiical fields: the ipassage from the system of 
feudal-military landownership ito the system of c;ifiligs*, the . 
~velopment of marked-towns, the development of production 
and exchange. The development of the forces O'f production · 
of the coU1lltry brought albout the economk and political 
emancipation of the Albanian f.eudal lords and the formation 
of the great A'lbanian pashaliks of Shkodra and Janina, which 
waged incessant wars to esicape the dependerroe on the Su
blime Porte. 

In the middle of the past century, the potpu1ar move
ments against the savage Ottoman occ~ation became broader 
and more frequent. The battles in the Me1esin Mountain (Les
kovik) in 1831 and in Shkodra in 1835, in Dibra and Gjiakova 
in 1844, were the forewarnings of the great peasant uprising 
of 1847 When the Albanians, as a folk song has it, fought 
«banner in hand for .al'li Albania,.,., These attempts to gain 
freedom, which were drowned in blood by the Turkish pashas, 
had important consequences. They were the prologue to all 
the events that followed from 1878 to 1912 in Albania. In this 
period, a whole pleiad of outstanding men of «the pen or the 
rifle,.,. began, to :dse '()In the Alhanian horizon, they put them
se'lves :at the head of the national movement for complete 
liberation and independence, organizing the struggle to break 
the chains of foreign bondage, and to establish national 
independence, to set up the Albanian state, a state which, 
however would be no longer a feudal state, but a democratic 
one. Thi~ period, known in the hisitory of the country as the 
Albanian Nattional Renaissance, is another brilliant page of 
the history of our people. 

The struggle cl the Albanian people for freedom and 

* feudal estates 
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independence entered a new phase in the years 1878-1881. 
Under the Treaty of San Stefano in March 1878, many 
purely A!l'bainian territories were to be annexed to Bul
garia, .Serbia ,and iMonteniegro. The threat of the dismember
ment of the Homeland became even more imminent after the 
Berlin Oongress of 1878. The Albanian people rose to defend 
themselves, and in face of this new menace, they set up the 
League of Prizren which extended its activity over the whole 
of A!libania. The League issued its program with cl\aims ranging 
from. autonomy to the complete liberation o.f Albania from 
the Ottoman yoke. 

The League of Prizren gave a fresh impulse to the move
ment for national liberation. During this period, the strugg1le 
uf the Albanian people against Turkey was characterized by 
a stronger national awareness. This :struggle was also di
rected against the secret colonialist plans of the Great 
Powers which, under the Treaty of San !Stefano and, moreover" 
at the Berlin Congress, sought .to amputate A!lbiania to the 
advantage of the neighbouring countries as well as for their 
own sinister •e:nds, attracted as they were by the :strategic 
position of Albania on the Adriatic, which :made it an impor
tant springboard towards the Mediterranean, as well as by its 
natural resou11ces. 

Preciseily at 'this time the uprisings of the years 1883, 
1885, 1892, 1898, etc. broike out in a series. The movement 
gathered strength and became better organized especially after 
1900. In 1905, the first units of freedom fighters carried out 
isolated actions combined with large-scale actions engaging 
the Turkish garrisons. In the Northern Mountains these guer
rilla units comprised about 15,000 armed men in their ranks. 

The extension of the libe'ra'tion armed struggle, accom
panied with the opening of Albanian schools and patriotic 
clubs, th1e publiciation of neiwspapern and magazines as well 
as books written in Allbatnian served to enhance the national 
awareness of the Albanian people. 

The Young Turks, who came to power in 1908, saw that 
Albania was breiaking away from Tur'key's grip, therefore 
they s1ent their ablest genera;}, Shefiket Turgut Pasha, against 
the Albanian insurgents, 'in the hope tha:t he would drown Al
bania in blood. But the Albanians took to arms in 1911 and rose 
io a man. In 1912 the Albanian insurrectio!llS against Turkey 
entered a new phase, that of the genera1l amned uprising led 
by a riegional insurrectional committee which had its centre 

• 
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in the region of Kosova. The Kosova patriots gave the first: 
signal of the general uprisi111g which spread over the whol~ 
of Albania and wais crowned with the proclamation of the 
independence of the country in November 28, 1912 and th 
formation of an Albanian government chaired by the great 
patriot Ismail QemaJ:i which had its seat in Vlora. «The flag 
raised 'in 1912,,, said Comrade Enver Hoxha, ~~crowned the 
titanic struggles of the Albanian people, showed that with 
their armed struggle, their steel unity for a great aim - the, 
defence of their Homeland, their honour, their customs, their 
language a!Ild noble traditions, the Albanian people had van
quished powerful, savage and perfidious enemies. The Al
banian people showed their indomitable, intrepid, wise, un-; 
flinching and just spirit, thereby vanquishing their enemies, as 
they will vanquish in the future any other enemy, no matter 
how strong and great, attempting to encroach upon their 
sovereign rights.» . 

In the years 1913-1939 the A1banian people strove and 
fought for the consolidation of their national independence; 
and their existence as a state, for the defence of their ter- · 
ritorial integrity agiainst the attacks and intrigues of the pre
datory and chauvinist imperialist powers, for ensuring their 
social, economic and cultural progress as well as for the esta
blishment of a democratic order. 

The Great Powers did not reoognize Albania's indepen-, 
dence proclaimed in Vfora. They conti!Ilued to hakh new 
monstrous plans in order to w1pe Albania off the political 
map of the Balkans as an independent state and a distinct. 
nation. 

N:vertheless, tne patriotic government presided by Ismail 
Qemah made great efforts to organize the Albanian state 
internally and to afflirm its existence in the international 
arena. With its activi'bies it gave the whoiLe world to under
stiand that the Albanian people were capable of goveming 
themselves and living as a nation. 

It was only on July 29, 1913, after long bargaining, that 
the Great Powers were forced to recognize the ipdependence 
of Albania, but under their control and tutelage. On the other 
hand, the delimitation of thie bord•ers of the new Albanian 
:5tate left aibout half of the Albanian territories outside the 
mothe7 rountry. Contrary to the will of the Albanian people 
and without the approval of the national government of Vfo
ra, which they force9- to resign, the Great Powers imposed 
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on the country a Constitution they had worked out themselves 
and pl.aced a foreign 1prince, Wilhelm von Wied, at the head 
of the new state. 

During the First World War, Albania was turned in~o. a 
battlefield where the armies of the imperialist and chauvmist 
powers ,confronted one another. After seiz~ng Vlo:a, which 
they ,planned to utilize as a bridge-head for their further 
penetration into Albania and the Balkans, at the end of the 
war the Italians stationed their troops, more than 50,000 
strong, in a great part of the country. Their Yugoslav r~vals 
who, on their part, had oocupied the north-.eastern regrnns, 
followed the example of the Italian imperialists. Korc;a 
and Gjirolkas'tra were under the joint occupation of French 
and Italian forces. 

After the war, the representatives of the imperialist Great 
Powers - the United States, Britain, France and Italy, most 
shamelessly tried to sort out their differences at the cost of .the 
peCJ!Ples. Thus, among other things,. they ~orked .out a i:iroJect 
for the dismemberment of Albania. This contmued m the 
tradition of their anti-Albanian policy, whikh found its ex
pression in the infamous Treaty of London of April 191?, 
as well as .in the despicable bargainings concluded at the Pans 
Peace Conference of 1919. But the sons and daughter~ of 
Albania did not allow the fate of their Homeland to be decided 
by the imperialist Great Powers, which ~er~ busy working 
out the new map of the world. The pubhcartion and denun
ciation of the imperialist secret treaties at the end of 1917 
'by the SQIV'iet Government led by Len~n, an.d among .others, 
of the London .Treaty of April 1915, stipulating th~ .dism~m
berment of Albania, lent powerful support to the anti-n:npenal
ist national movement of the Albanian people and raised the 
vigilance of the mass of patriots.. 

In January 1920, the imperialist Great Powers. were 
busy planning to give Northern Albania to Yugoslavia .and 
Vlora and its hinterland to Italy, which was also to be given 
the ,mandate of the remaining Albanian tierri~ori~s. In January 
1920, the Albanian pa'triots meit at LushnJa m ia congress 
which went down in history under the name of that town 
and said .. no!» to the bargainings of the imperialist Great 
Powers. The Congress rejected the plans of the Paris Peace 
Conference for •the partitioning of Albania and declared that 
the Albanians would not spare their blood to oppose all d~
cisions which endangered the t•erritorial integrity of their 
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"ountry and their complete inde end 
ed a government chaired by rSul~·m ence. ~he Congress elect 
Council with the aittributes of ·th.J atn Delvma and a rSuprem 

Th C 
e :sate power 

. e ongress af Lushn·a wa . , . . 
politi•cal act, nor ·the producf -Of ''\-~ei~er a _;pure['y forma 
foreign plowers. It was the res po I ica co~~mations of the .. 
the masises of •the people who h~~ ~·f the pohtilCal struggJe of 
a_nd independen'Ce of their Ho risen to. def:nd the freedom 
tional and aniti-im:per:i:alisit cha metLan~t· With its clear-cut na-
ta t 

. rac er i repre:s.an·+.~d . 
n event m the cen1turies-long hist .... ""' an impor-

. The >idea of the mimed stru le ory of our people. 
independence of th= H la, dgg to defend the fo.eedom and ..... ome n wh'ch 1 Congress .of Lushnjia , ed , i. was aunched at the 
people. In June J920 ~~~~rotethe.1~r~ ~etermination of the 
~he epic of th-0Ee valiant f.lghters w1 h eir bliood a new epic, 
it, -«fought with swords and da w ·O, ,as a pop:iLar song has 
the Italian divisibns armed t gt~ers and old rifles» against 
them into the sea out of th , oVl e tee:th, until they drove 
'd ' . e ora region h. h R s1 ered .the «Gibraltar of th Ad . . _w ic . ome con-

th
, A"b . e na tic» With th . . . ~ r amans brought th It r · . eir Just war 

with th~ Tirana Governrrn:nt' ~~~n. ~overnment 'to .negotiate 
convent1on on the withdrawal f sign °1;1 August 2, 1920, a 
occupied areas and the reco ? . the Itaha~ itmops foom the 
territor:ia:l integrity of th gmtt10n of the mdependence and 

Th . e coun ry. 
e victory achieved at Vl importance hia'.J also · or~, apart from 1ts national 

. ' u an mternat10 1 · 'f' it halted the Italian expa . na s1gm icance, because 
maintained .its ipositions inn~~~ra t~;a~ds . the _Ea~t. Had it 
have endangered the ath B lik:a, alian imperialism would 
the Allbanian viktory in e~l a ~peoples, too. In this way 
the neighlbouring peoples, to:a sa eguiarded the interests of 

. The events of 1920 confirmed . . 
ian hi&tory, ia trnth drawn from a great l~on of the Alban-
the Albanian people th t •t . the centuries-long battles of 
thie1ir inexhaustible f~rn: ~hi is thedpeople themselves, with 
by h!i:story. ' 0 can ischarge the .niissions set 

In the ,years 1920-1924 the ex . 
feudal movement for the demo· tan~10n of the broad anti-
crowned with the trium h . era ization of the country was 
June 1924. It brought 1,0 

ppo~·~r t~~ df~mocratic revolution of 
ment of ia revolutionary characte . ·e rnst democra1tic govern
~nen t, chaired by Fan Noli had r I~ the Bal~ans. This govern
ing the apipHoation of a ;,_umbea efmocrabc 12rogram includ-

r o progressive reforms. 
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The enacltment of this program came up against the 
fierce O[pposition \Of internal and erlernal retaction. The Noli 
Government backed down in face of the resistance of the 
reactionary forces. It focussed mainly on the external problems, 
and tried to neutralize the hostile attitude of the imperialist 
Great Powers and the neighbouring countries by winning 
recognition abroad. This government established diplomatic 
relations with the Soviet Union. 

In the meantime, the imiperiaHs't stiate:s, and Great Britain 
in the Jirs't place, were busy Hquidating the irevolu.tibnary 
hotlbeds in the world. Imperialis:t agents in Allbania, and the 
BritirSh minister Eyres among them, set everythi111g in motion 
in order to organize the internal reaction and to overthrow 
the new government as ,quickly as possi\ble. In December 
1924, the :reaictionary gangs ,of the Al:banian f.eudal lords came 
in~IO Alibania cfrom Yugoslavia and Greece and, wi.th the sup
port of the Yugosliav troops and the White Guards launched 
a general assault against the revolution. On Dec·ember 24, 
the'y captured Tirana. Thus, with the support o:f the .imperial
ist Great Plowern, the savage di.c!takorship of the local land
owners· and the bourgeoisie and a re,gime of white ·terror was 
established in Alfbania. , 

The defeat of the June revolution was a great loss for the 
Albanian people and the revolutionary .moiV1ement in the Bal
kans. This fact was to be stressed ?"'>Offi'e time later by one of 
the leaders of the international communist and workers' move
ment, George Dimitrov, who said that <<the counter
revolutionary :turn ,in Albania brought albout by Ahimiet .Zog, 
with the assistance of Yugoslavia ;and its armed forces, ex
tended the frant of the Balkan reaction to the Adriatic.» 

Initially Ahmet Zog acoeded to power as president of 
the repulblic, bu't in 1928 he instituted the mona11chy and 
proclaimed himself King of the Albanians. Whetherr a pre
sident or ikinig, ,Zog was a cruel dictator, a despo.t of the orien
tal type, a «little ,SultaTh>, as he was ironically called in Al
bian'ia. His regime had a reactfo:nary, anti-democratic and 
anti-nationa1 character. Havi111g suppress·ed all democratic 
freedom and civil rights, he intensified the qppressiron and 
e:xPloitation of the masses of .the people !by the corrupt 
ruling classes. · 
' :But this state of !things CIOuld not ,be ,accepted by the 
popular masses of the towns and villages, or by the .progres
sive elements o'.f the country. Despite the s;pall number iof 
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the working class, under the influence and leadership of the 
communists, a workers' movement (strikes, manifestations· 
and other forms of resistance against the regime) developed in 
several Albanian towns in the thirties. There were revolts 
the_ most important of which was that of Fier (August 1935);' 
which was the work of a secret organization rallying diverse 
currents whose common aim was to overthrow the regime. 

Zog's foreign policy was conditioned by the fact that he 1, 

owed much of .its success to his patrons that had brought him · 
to l?ower_ by force of bayonets. So he practised an open door 
po_l.icy with them. As early as 1925, the Italian monopolies 
~ained a :r:umber of concessions for prospecting and exploit
ing .the minerals . as well as for . controlling the banking, · 
tradr~g an~ farming se~tors of the country. In 1926, a «pact 
of friendship and security» was signed in Rome, and a year 
later. a «treat:y of defensive alliance», under· which Italy 
acquired the right to intervene militarily in Albania under 
the pretext of coping wi.th an external or internal menace. 
The Italian loans pµt Alba;iia under the economic tutelage 
of Rome. Ttalian military m'iiSsions and fascist organizations 
stepped 1;lP. thei: activity _in the ranks of the Albanian army 
and a~min1s1tr~bon, c<:rrymg out Italian peaceful penetration 
according to mstructwns from Rome, thus preparing the 
ground for the April 7, 1939 invasion, when i 73 Italian war
ships and 600 planes attacked Albania and more than 50 000 
men landed in the ports of the country to rob the son~ of 
Albania _of ti:eir li~erty. Zog and his clique fled the country, 
aba.~dc:m11:1~ it to it;s .fate. The Albanian army, which the 
Italian m1l~fary ~p.eciahsts and .the pro-fascist officers had put 
?ut of action, dismtegrated without resistance. Nevertheless, 
isolated groups .?f patriots fought heroically against the ag
gressors at Durres, Saranda, Shengjin, Shko<lra and Vlora. The 
British newspaper Daily Telegraph wrote about the resis
tance of the ALb:anian people against the fascist invasion· 
«<Albania has &poken in a language Europe is no longer used 
to hear.», But being far superior in forces, they crushed this 
?pposition. In a matter of a few da'ys, the fascists succeeded 
!!1 occupying the whole country. Nevertheless the Albanian 
people did not submit. They expressed their p~found hatred 
for 'he Italian invaders and never put up with the r·egime 
of foreign occupa1tion. 

The occupation of Albania was the logical conclusion of 
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the aggressive policy of Italian fascism and of the anti-national 
and anti-popular capitulationist policy pursued by the 
Zog regime as well as oif the ~·non-intervention» policy of tthe 
imperialist Western powers, which eventually recognized this 
occupation. Only th€ Soviet Union, consistent in i'ts policy of 
defending the staites menaced by fascism, raised its voice 
again.st this aggression. . 

A wave of indignation and protest against the Italian 
aggression rose in the Albanian colonies abroad. .Progressive 
public opinion all over the world denounced this act of pira.cy, 

The occupation of Albania by Italy marked the beginning 
of the dark period of fascist slavery for the Albanian people. 
When they retained the regime of the feudal landlords and 
the bourgeoisie, the ocC'Upiers set about carrying out· a vast 
plan of political, economic and administrative measures in
tended to legalize the regime of occupation and Italianize the 
country, to plunder its resources and turn it into a base for 
aggression against the other Balkan countries and the 
East. They aimed to implement the colonial policy of ancient 
Rome, witth the ambition of turning tihe Adriatic into an 
Italian lake. This policy involved the Italianization of the . 
eastern coast of the Adriatic, just as ancient Rome had tried 
to bring about the Romanization of the same area. 

The efforts to instal a fascist dictatorship in A!lbania were 
marked by the hasty convention in Tirana of a «consti
tuent assembly» which proclaimed the «personal union of 
Albania with Italy .. and offered the crown of Albania to the 
King of Italy, Vietor Emmanuel III. A puppet Albanian govern
ment chaired by the big landowner Shefqeit Verlad was set 
up. However, state power was concentrated in the hands of 
the Italian Geneml Lieutenancy. With the suppression of 
the Albanian ministry of foreign affairs its attributes were 
taken over by its Italian counter~art. The other ministerial 
departments were practically led by Italian ~..advisers». The 
Albanian armed forces, incorporated into the Imperial Anny, 
were under Italian command. The convention on the 
«equality of civil and political rights of Italian and Albanian 
citizens» was followed. by dozens of thousands of Ita
lian s'€'ttlers thronging to Albania. The latter, together with 
the occupation troops, made up the task forice of colonizing 
and fascizing the whole country. Abundantly flowing Italian 
capital became the all-powerful master of the economy of ~he 
country, transforming it into a mere source of raw materials 
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for Italy .and a market reserved exdusively for its products 
The Albanian iPeOiP1e were very quickly to see the coin 

sequences of the estalblishment of the . fascist regime. ?'he 
saw themselves totall1y deprived of their freedom and mde 
pendence. Soon hundreds of patriots were sent to. jail or d 
ported to concentration camps in Italy. The fascists set u 
a network of police force to shadow «people suspect to th 
regime». 'I1he civil servants were forced to ta!ke the oath. 
allegiance to the Italian king under the penalty of bem 
revoked. The fascist laws created a11 over the country a 
atmosphere of uncertainty and terror. 

The epic of the Nation'al Liberation War 

Where is the foe that 

their back? 

Lord Byron 

The Albanian people were among the first victims o . 
fascism and the first in EuroiPe to take uip arms against it 
They did not stop fighting until they crushed the nazi-fascis . 
occupiers and the local traitbrs, thus writing the most gloriou 
epic of their history in their liberation war. 

The Italian fascists invaded Allbania, but never succeeded 
in reducing its indomitable spirit. Alone in front . of a 
savage enemy armed to the teeth, they put up a valiant and 
bold resistance to the enemy that had trampled their hearths. 
After the bloody events of April 1939, many sons and daugh
ters of Albania, wi'th what weapons they could find, began 
the partisan war. Despite the terror and the demagogic mano
euvres Olf the enemy, who did everytihing to break the Al
banian 1'€15istance, an'ti-fascist manifestations !broke out in the 
towns. The fir.sit guerrilla units, led by the communists and 
enjoying the support of the population, carri•ed out all sorts 
of actions, attacking enemy columns, blowing urp military 
stores, carrying out surprise attacks on the enemy, killing 
spies and traitors. On the Greek front two battalions of Al
banian soldiers, recruited by forne, either desierted and took· 
to the mountains or defected to the Greek side. 
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With the founding of the Communist Party of Albania 
on November 8, 1941 the National Lilberation War entered 
a new phase. Very soon it ,grew in scope and strength and 
turned into a true popular revolution. The Party worked 
a clear political program of the National Liberation War and 
made the people aware of the goals of this struggle. 

The Communist .Party rallied and organized the Allbanian 
people in a united front for national liberation, the founda
tions of which were laid at the Conference of Peza which was 
held om September 16, 19421. Large-scale partisan warfare 
began in 1942 under its leadership. 

The fundamental aim of the war of the Albanian people 
was the complete liberatiorri of Albania from the foreign oc
cupiers, the achievement of true national independence and 
the esta!blishiment of a regime of peqple's democracy. Partisan 
warfare was a form of struggle known and tested in the 
counse of centuries both in Albania and other countries. The 
Albanian people had an ancient tradition of patriotic strug
gles, and guerilla wars against the invaders. Availing itself o.f 
these traditions, the Communist Party of Albania gave the 
partisan strugg1e agairust the fascist occupiers and the local 
traitors a profoundly popular and revolutionary content. 

The National Lilberatio;n War of the Albanian people had 
a double character: it was an anti~ilmperialist a11d anti-fascist 
and at the same time an anti-feudal and democratic revolu
tion. The motive forces of this struggle were: the working 
class, the poor and middle peasantry, tlhe petty- and middle 
bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic inteUecrtuals. The 
working class was the leading force, the other fovces !being 
its allies. 

The essential social contradictions existing at that time 
in Albania consisted of the contradiction between the fascist 
occupieTS who had enslaved the people, on the one hand, and 
the Albanian people who wanted to live free and independent, 
on the other, and the contradiction between the feudal-bour
geois strata which supported the foreign occupation, and the 
broad masses of the people w:ho called for the instauration of 
democratic freedoms. The Albanian reaction, represented by the 

1 Peza is a region near Tirana, where under th~ leadership of the 
Party, the anti-fascist movement and the National Liberation War, 
had set up strong bases. 
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big feudal landlords, the big bourgeoisie, etc. who had made 
common cause with the occupiers, was forced to respond to the· 
national liberation movement, especially following the his-, 
toric Con:ference of Peza. In these circumstances, under the, 
sponsorship of the fascist occupier, the Balli Kombetar (the 
National Front) was :formed - a traitm organization which 
took upon itself to wreck the National Liberation War and to. 
assist the fore•ign occupiers, even by organizing its own armed 
units and throwing them in action against the partisans. · 

The Party dispatched a number of its members, young 
communists and friends, experienced in urban guerilla war
fare to the CO'Llntryside to rally new fighters, mainly from· 
among t~e peasantry for the creation of guerilla units. The 
coun trys1de became the base and the principal source of suo
ply of the partisan guerillas. 

!here was no class limitation as to the composition of the 
guerillas. _All those who expressed their readiness . to fight· 
the occ1;1p~er were admitted. Only elements of dubious re
cord, cr1mmals and gangsters who had been branded by the 
pe~ple as such were barred. from joining. A partisan guerilla 
umt numlbered 50_ ~o 60 :figh_ters. It was headed by a com
mander 8;nd a political commissar who jointly led its actions· 
and were answerable for t?e military training and the political 
pr_eparednes~ ?f the partisans. Along with their intensive 
~1htary a~trv1ty_ agai?St the occupiers and traitors, the par
tisan _guerillas did tireless political work to expose the 
occupiers and the local traitors, organized cultural and edu
cational activities not only among the partisans but also · 

. among the_ population ~f the areas in which they operated. 
Th~ guerrillas had their bases in the. liberated regions in 
which they had destmyed the organs of the state power of 
the o~cupier and helped the ipeople set up natiOnal liberation 
c,o~ncils as organs o~ the National LiberatiO'Il War. They , 
assisted the peasants m farm work and served as guardians 
of l~w and order :for the national liberation councils. Besides 
partisan guerillas, after the Conference of Peza territorial 
guerilla units, one for every big village or for t~o or three· 
sm::ll hamlets were also formed. They were self-defence units 
which t~ok up arms to assist the partisan guerillas in impor
tant act10ns or to oppose enemy incursions in the liberated 
areas. The self-defence units served at the same time as a 
reserve force to complete and increase the regular partisan ' 
units. · 
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After the Conference of Peza, the number of ul'ban guer
illas, partisan guerillas and self-defence guerillas rapidly 
increased. Towards the end of 1942, the partisan forces pro
per numbered about 2,000 men besides thousands of fighters 
incorporated into the urban and rural guerillas. 

In an attempt 1to wipe out the partisan guerillas, the 
Italian oocupiers launched a large-scale punitive operation 
from September to December 1942 in 27 regions of the coun
try, and a campaign of terror in the towns, which always 
ended up in failure. In July 1943, the fascist occupiers pro
claimed the whole of Albania a zone of war operations. The 
Italian commander-in..,chief was forced to admit that .. the· 
Albanian people, in their great majodty and without class 
distinctions, have risen against Italy and against the presence 
of our tt-oops in their country.» He demanded reinforcements 
from Rome in order to be able to cope with the situation. 

The repeated waves of terror, far from putting out the 
fire of the liberation struggle, fanned it out even more. The 
National Liberation War assumed more and more the form 
of a great people's uprising. Most of the Albanian territory 
(with the exception of the main town8) was controlled by the 
freedom fighters. In these conditions, in the beginning of 
July 1943, the National Liberation General Council was con
vened. It decided to set up a General Staff and to incorporate all 
the partisan guerillas and battalions into one National Libe
ra1tion Army. Afiter the creation of the General Staff, of whi'Ch 
Enver Hoxha, the General Secretary of the Communist Party 
of Albania, was the political commissar, the armed struggle 
entered a new phase characterized by a higher degree of 
organization and more vigorous extension - the phase of the 
general people's uprising. The General Staff proceeded with 
the organization of the National Liberation Army and con
centrated in its hands the strategic and operational direction 
of the armed struggle against the occupiers and traitors, while 
at the same time working out the tactic of this struggle. At the 
moment when the General Staff was set up, the Albanian 
National Liberation Army numibered in its ranks about 10,000 
fighters incorporated into permanent partisan detachments. 
Besides this, self-defence guerillas in the liberated villages 
and guedlla units in the occupied towns and regions com
prised a number of fighters double that of the year before. 
In order to put the enemy under all-round fire, and bring the 
outbreak of the general uprising nearer, the General Staff 
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set. about creating gr~ate~, !better organized and equipped· 
umts, capalble of engaging m large-scale fighting. As a result 
the 1st Shodk Brigade was formed (15 August 1943), followed 
by others all over the country. 

Another very important step taken by the General Staff 
was the organization of military power in the rear. Regional • 
commands and local 1commands were set up as organs of 
~his po":'er. They carried out the functions of people's police 
m the hbera ted areas and served as support for the national 
liberation councils. 

Even after the creation of the General Staff the National 
Li!berati?n Army continued its tactio.s of IPartis~n warfare as 
the mam form of activity agiaJnst the enemy, and this 
because of the nu~erical superiority of the occupiation forces, 
and above all, their superiority in armaments, ammunition, I 

means of tran~~ort and communications, supply and equipment. 
1 

In these conditions, to accept battle in open field would have 
spelt death for the peiOple's armed uprising. 

The partisan U!Ilits and detachments carried out offensive 
ope.rations, h~rass~ng the enemy at any unexpected moment, 
w?ich the)'.' ~'l~ ~1th rapid manoeuvring and surprise at~s, 

. with the .irntiative of .the commanders of brigades, groups 
and battalions, and an mtelligent utilization of the terrain. 

The cadres who led the National Liberation Army the 
commanders and oommi.ssarn caniie from the ranks of the 
workers, peasants and patriotic intellectuals, from among the 
braver and more capalble partisans, and were formed as 
such in the cruci!lble of the war. The enemy, the army and 
depots of the occupiers, which remained until the end 
of the war the main source of supply for the partisans in 
arms .and ammunition, were seized through hard-fought 
battles. Food and shelter were provided mainly by the urban 
and peasant IPO!Pulation. 

Great attention was attached to !keeping the morale in 
the army high. With its work of political education the 
Commu:n:ist Party raised an entire generation of fighters 
<eady to lay down their lives for the Homeland and thE' 
freedom of the people. This moral force had its' roots in the 
high c~:msc;iousness of the fighters, who knew what they 
w~re flghtmg for, were fulily aware of tihe difficulties. the 
privations a'l'ld' the sacrifices their struggle called for , and 
were animated lby an ·unshakeable faith in the triumph of 
their cause. 
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From the first day of its formation, the Nation.al Liber<ll" 
tion Army was a profoundly democratic .army o~ the revolu
tion. The rank-and-fhle enjoyed equal rights with th~ ~om
manders and commissars and complete freedom to part~<:1pate 
in the !Political life of the country, the solution of the m1lita.ry, 
politicaJ. and organizational problems of the .army .. E'.verythmg 
_ including military operations of army umts, political ":'ork, 
the activity of commands and the behaviour of the. J?a;rtisans 
and cadres, was su!bject to the judgement and cnhci~m of 
the collective. 'Dhe order of the command was the desire of 
the fighters and the people. To ensure that orders . ":'ere 
executed to the letter, broad debate and exchange of opinions 
was organized. . . . ·be t· A 

Democracy in the Allbaman National L1 ra ion rmy 
was an express:ion of its pqpular character a~d. emanated 
from the principle that the masses play the decisive role as 
the makerrs of history. . . . . . . 

This democracy did not weaken m11i~cy disc1p.lme m 
the slightest, on the contrary, strengthened 1t'. made it ~o.re 
conscious, not only did it not effect centralized leadership, 
but made its awlication easier. . . . 

In each unit, the piarty lbasic orgamzat10~s w~re the 
animating spirit of all the activiti~s of ·the partisan fighters. 

Afrter the capitulation of fascrnt Italy,. on ~eptember 8, 
1943 Albania came under German occupation. Fifteen t~ous
and 'Italian soldiers and officers surrend~~d to the Nat10:ial 
Liberation Army and 1,500 of them JOmed the ~lbarn~n 
partisan uni,ts, mainly as parrt. of the 1st S?ock Bngiade, m 
the battafam +<Anfonio Gramsci». The rest lived and worked 
with the peasants. . . . . h 

In the beginning the H1t1entes tried to deceive t e 
Albanian people by pretending that they ~d co?1e to 
liberate Allbania from the Italian yoke. In collusion ":'1th the 
local traitors, they staged the <<setparat.ion of Albama fr?m 
Ital » and set up the organs of the <<11ldependent Albanian 
stat~» such as the «Executive Committee», the «Regency», 
the <~lban:ian Government», the «IAlbanian .~rmy», the 
«Albanian Gendarmerie», etc. The Balli K~betar and the 
Legaliteti, two traitor organi~ation~, of which the fa~ter 
sought to restore Zog's monar~h1c regime .as the «leg::i-1» regime 
of the country, supported this demagogical ~ampaign. T~ese 
two organizations, as well as the other react1ona.ry groupm~s 
aligned themselves openly with the German naz1s and part1-
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cipated arms in hand in the military operations carried ou 
by the occupiers against the National Liberation Army a 
the Allbanian people. •· 

But the Albanian people were not to be taken in b .. 
this demagogy .. Everywhere they waged fierce battles agains 
the :11-ew occupiers. On the Struga-Librazhd road, at Dra. 
shov1ca near Vlora, ~t the Kardhiq Bridge near Gjirokastra: 
along the Elbasan~1:1rana road, at Kruja, Konispol, Delvi · 
and Saranda, at B1hsht, on the Kon;a-Leskovik road and i 
other places, the detachments of the National Liberation 
A~y prevented them from occupying the whole Albanian 

. territory. Most of the liberated regions and a number of 
towns remained free in the hands of the National Liberation 
Arn:y. In .autun:n 1943, the units and detachments of the 
Naho~al 171beration Army went over to· the offensive against. 
the H1tlente troups and the reactionary forces all over the 
c~untr~. On October 18, a battery of the Albanian National· 
Liberation Army shelled the palace in which the quisling. 
es.semfbly was convened on the initiative of the German 
command. 
. The nazi o:cupation stepped up the process of differentia

tion of forces 1r_i the country. All the reactionary groupings. 
an~ trends w~ich h~d go~e over to the armed struggle. 
agamst th~ National Liberat10n Movement, rallied around the· 
new occupiers. 

In~rnal ~eaction ~nd t~e traitors felt less and less capable : 
of copmg wit~ the situation on. their own. Therefore they 
sought the assistance and protection of the nazis and openly 
placed all their forces under the command of the latter. 

Th~ nazi ~nvad7rs made desperate efforts to put down 
the national liberation movement. During the winter 1943-
1944, the Germans, assisted by the local traitors undertook 
a la11ge-~cale _ca~pai$.n with the objective of ~iping out 
the National Liberation Army. Four Hitlierite ·divisions 
assi~ted by many thousands of gendarmes, ballists and 
Zogits,. arbouit 45,000 ~en all told, took a direct part in this 
operation. By ~hat time the. National Liberation Army had 
about 20,000 fighters operating all over Albania. 

~oth in number ~nd armaments the· enemy was far 
superior than th:e. partISans. who were in great shortage of 
weapons, ammum.tion, .s~pphes and equipment, and, moreover, 
were forced to fight m -the conditions of the severe winter 
of our mountains. 
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'The German occupiers backed up their large-scale of
fensive against the National Liberation Army with a ~ave 
of terror on a scale never seen in Allbania until that time. 
Whole villages were jphmdered and burnt down. Thousands 
of men and women, young and old, even children, were 
shot, massacred, :burnt alive, imprisoned or d~port~ to 
extermination camps. At any moment of the day or ru~ht, 
the German nazis, the gendarmes and ballists broke mto 
people's homes, plundered them, rounded up men and wo
men, young and old, ;beat them _or execute_d them on the 
spot without trial, and threw their corpses mto the gutters. 
The bodies of partisans killed in battle, or murdered after 
their capture or even exhumated from their graves were 
often loaded on animals and paraded through streets or 
exhibited in town squares, in order- to strike terror into the 
hearts of the people. ~B1ood-letting is a radical remedy 
against infection. Blood must rflow ir_i torrents in the streets 
of Tirana if we want to re-establish peace. One day of 
terrOT ensures ten years of peace!» re.ads an editorial of the. 
official press of the quisling government on February 4, 

1944. ;i..1· h 
Nevertheless the peace they wanted was not re-esta:u is -

ed. With all the 
1

efd'orts of the enemy, their winter. operati<.m 
proved a disiaster for them. Mor~ than 1,000 partisans laid 
down their lives on the battlefield, but the ran\ks of the 
National Uberation Army did not shrink or wealken, on 
the contrary grew and strengthened with. the 4th, ~th,. 6th 
and 7th Brigades which w~re formed priec:isely . at this time. 
The fighting, the difficulties and privations 1t had to go 
through, tempered the National Liberation Army m~rall'y 
and made it stronger than ever. The commanders, commissars 
and the rank-and-file fighters gained rich mil~tary a?-d 
political experience. On the ot?er hand, the partisan units 
and detachments improved their armament ~hro:Ugh captur-
ing new German weapons in the course of fighting .. 

Although they had the advantage of the .offensive, the 
occupier and the traitors suffered much heavier losses .than 
the partisan forces. From the poli_tica~ aspect the partisans 
gained the greatest victory. By this time :r:1~st of the r~ac
tionary forces began to understand the futility of tht; f1g~t 
against the National Li'beration Front and lost faith m 
victory. 

The enemy did not succeed in destroying either the 

., - 117 A 
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national liberation councils or paralyzing their activity. 
organisms continued to give the National Liberation Arm 
considerablie aid lby ·procuring supplies, equipment, mea 
of transport, and above all, increasing its ranks with ne 
volunteers. They carried out a large--scale activity to kee 
the morale and the fighting spirit of the people high, t 
assist the victims of the war and to save the peasant m 
from starvation. 

In the spring 194·4, the Albanian National Liberation 
Army had the initiative of the operations. In April the 
partisan units and detachments went over to the offensive 
all over the oountry. Almost all the regions south of the 
Shkumbin River were ltberated, while in Centra1 and North"'. 
ern A1bania operations 'by partisan forces wepe intensified: 
The occupation troops and the reactionary forces entre1I1ched 
themselves in their barracks in the citie's or in the fortified 
positiolli!' along the main routes and the coo.st. 

The situation became even more favourable for the. 
forces of the National Liberation Army following the series.' 
of the 'brilliant victories of the Red Army over the German 
armies. 

In tJhese circumsfanices the firsrt Anti-fascist National 
Liberation Congress was held in the lilberated town of 
Permet. It elected the Anti-fascist National Liberation Coun
cil as a legislative and executive body and the Anti-fascist : 
National Liberation Committee with the attributes of a prov
isional government, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the 
head. 

.Besides creating the supreme organs of the people's 
power, the Congress of Permet took the following decisions: 
to build a new people's democratic Albania according to 
the will of the people as it was solemnly expressed at the · 
Anti-fascist National Lilberation Council today»; to prohibit 
the return of the ex-~King Zog to Albania; to deny recognition 
to any other government that might be formed in the country.
or in exile against the will of the Allbanian people; to · 
fight the German oocupier and the local traitors until their 
total destruction and' the est:alblishment of the state of 
people's democracy all over the ·country. 

At its first session the Anti-fascist National Liberation 
Council took a ·number of decisions of major importance which 
were adopted by the Congress and which constituted the 
first laws of the Albanian state of people's democracy. qf 
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particular importance was the revolutionary decision to 
annul all the political and economic agreements the Zog 
government had concluded with the foreign states as incompa
ti1ble with the interests of the Albanian people, had a 
revolutionary character and particular importance. The Coun
cil set up a special state commission for detecting and 
identifying the war crimiinails and investigating the crimes 
committed by the invader and the traitors. 

It was at this Congress that the unification of the High 
Command of the National Li'beration Army and the intro
duction of military rank were decided on. Comrade 
Enver Hoxha was appointed commander-in-chief. The Con
gress issued the directive to form divisions and army corps. 
The General Command announced the formation of the 
1st Shock Division. 

The Congress reaffirmed its allegiance to the Ang~o
Soviet-American alliance and the friendship of the Albanian 
people with all the peoples of the world anti-fascist coalition, 
while at the same time it warned trhe imperialist powers that 
the time when Albania could be used as a token for barter 
was go:ne for ever. From now on Albania would decide its 
own fate. The Congress publicly denounced the attempts of the 
Anglo-American allies to interfere in the internal political and 
military affairs of Albania. . 

The historic decisions of the Congress were received 
with great joy and immediately emlbraced by the broad 
people's masses. . . 

Meanwhile the Hitlerit1e occupiers mounted the second 
large-scale operation against the partisan forces. For this 
offensive the enemy threw in four divisions and a half 
of the Wehrmacht, and more than 50,000 gendarmes, ballists 
and Zogites. This operation, too, which is known as the June 
operation ended in complete defeat for the nazis. a~d .the 
forces of reaction. It was another proof of the mvmc1ble 
strength of the National Liberation Army and the Albanian 
people. From this operntion the ,people's army emerged strong
er and more mature, the people were deeply resolved to 
continue the war till final victory. 

The enemy operation was still going on in the South 
when on June 26, 1944 the forces of National Liberation 
Atm'y launched a general offensive for the liberation of the 
territory of Northern Albania. The ~flfDY was taken unawares, 
unable to face this sudden attack. The German garrisons 
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and the gangs of reactionaries, and theirr routes of 
cation were subject to daily destructive attacks by the Alba .. 
nian National Liberation Army. Unable to counter the genera 
offensive, the enemy evacuat€d regions and cities it ha . 
previously occupied, one after the other. By October· 24, th· 
Hitlerites were driven out of the whole southern part a' 
the country to the north of the Shkumibin, where in June 
July 1944, the 1st· and 2nd Divisions of the Albanian Libera 
tion Army had switched over to the offensive, the Germ 
continued to only hold the cities of Ellbasan, Tirana, Durres; 
Kukes and 1Sh!k.odra. 

One of the more. important consequences of the genera. 
offensive of the National Liberation Army was the complete' 
annihilation of internal reaction. The Balli Kombetak', th .. 
Legaliteti, their armed gangs and the gendarm detachment 
were wiped out under the blows of the storm brigades and 
divisions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Army, the· 
Regency· and the quisling government were compl•etely 
paralysed. 

The battle for the liberation of the Capital - Tirana, 
which went on for 19 days, from Octolber 29 to November 
17, 1944, was among the great battles the National Libera
tion Army fought in the final phase of the war. The battle• 
of Tirana had the character of a pitched battle. The Hitlerites 
lost 5,000 men besides a consideralble number of prisoners. 

On November 28, 1944, the Democratic Government 
chair·ed by Comrade Enver Hoxha entered Tirana amidst the·· 
indescrilba!ble enthusiasm of the population. 

On November 29, 1944, with the Liberation of Shkodra 
in the North, the forces of the Nati01Dal Liberation Army •. 
completed the liberati'on of Albania. The sta·te of people's • 
democracy was established all over the country. 

The heroic struggle of the Alrbanian people under the 
leadership of the Communist Party of Albania was crowned 
with complete victory. The fascist domination in Albania 
came to an end; at the same time, all dependence on the 
imperialist great powers was done away witlh, and all enslav
ing hnks wilth them were severed. The Albanian people 
achieved t'heir full national independence, and the rule of the 
landlords and the bourgeoisie was overthrown. Albania broke 
away for ever from the world capitalist system. This was the 
greatest victory ever achieved by the Albanian people through
:rnt their history. 
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The contribution of the Albanian people to the 
great victory over fascism 

In fighting for more than five and a half years against 
the occupieTs, the Albanian people paid a heavy tribut€ in 
blood and sacrifices to bring about the briHiant victory of the 
peoples against the nazi-fascist aggressors. By fighting for 
their own national and social liberation, they also fought 
and sh€d their blood for the common victory of the peoples 
against the fascist plague. 

The partisan war waged by the Albanian p~ople was, 
011 a world scale, a war in the rear of the ·enemy. Although 
its olbjective was the liberation of the country, the National 
Liberation War of the Al'banian people was a support for 
the anti-fascist war of the peoples. Right from the beginning, 
the Communist Party linked the war of the Albanian people 
against Italian fascism and German na.zism with th: gre_at 
anti....fasdst alliance. As a result of this correct pohcy, in 
the course of the !S'econd World War, the Allbanian people 
aligned themselves with the forces c),f the world anti-fascist 
coalition. They fought with unexampled heroism and' won a 
place of honour :in the war for the defeat of Italian fascism 
and German nazism. . 

The National Liberation War saw the participation of 
70,000 fighters incorporated in three army corps, eight divi
sions and twenty-five ibrigades. Besides, a great number 
of people fought in the ranks of self-defence units operating 
almost in all the villages of Albania. In bloody battles 
the enemy suffered heavy losses, the Albanian soil became 
the grave for 26,000 nazi-fascist invaders, another 21,245 
were wounded and 20,800 captured. In other words, the 
Albanian partisan forces put out of actiion nearly 70,000 
men in active service of the common enemy. 

The nazi-fascist occupiers suffered heavy material losses 
as well. The Albanian partisans destroyed 2,100 enemy tanks, 
armoured cars or military vehicles, captured or destroyed 
4,000 cannon and mortars, blew up 216 military depots, 
destroyed telephone lines, repair shops and other installations 
of the enemy. , 

The Albanian people, relative to their numbers, carried 
a very heavy burden on their shoulders. During the Second 
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~orld war, their ter;itory of a lit.Ue more than 28 000 square 
kilometres ~as o~cupied ib'y atbout 700,000 fascist ·soldiers 
~ho ·cause? mcred1ble damage and great devastation. With· 
it~ popul.at10n of 1,200,000 Albania ranked among the cour~- · 
tnes which suffered the heaviest losses during the Secolild · 
~orld War. It gave the common cause 28,000 martyrs ·that 
is 2.48 .. per cent of it~ pop~la1tion, coming up third ~mong, 
t~e na~10ns of. the ai:ti-fasic1st ~loc._ Albania's percentage of •· 
killed m 17la~10n to its populat10n is 3,1 times greater than: 
that of Britain, and 17.59 times that of the United States. : 
The pe~cent~ge of the wounded is 11 per 1,000 inhabitants, 
that is. five times more than the average of the wounded in the '. 
countries of the anti-fascist bloc, the Soviet Union excepted 
~nd _34,500 people, or 3.96 per cent of the population, wer~ . 
imprisoned or deported. / 

The material destructions suffered by Albania were 
c<?lossal: 36.14 per cent of _dwe11ing-·houses, 850 towns and 
villages out of 2,500 Alban~a had ~t that time, were partially : 
or totally destroyed; entire reg10ns such as Mallakastra · 
Kurvelesh, Peza and s.krapar were turned to ashes, many 
towns, such as Leskov1k, Pogradec, Saranda, Permet, were 
burnt down by the occupiers; all routes of communication 
port facilities, mining equipment and eiectric iinstallation~ 
were destro~ed; grain stores and livestock were plundered, 
~nd t?e nat10nal economy was ruined. Total material damage 
is estimated at more than 1,603 million dollars, that is 1,410 
?oHars per heiad ~f. population. But these figures fail to 
illustrate the sacnfwes the brave partisan fighters and 
the whole Albanian people had to make. Ill-clad barefooted 
poorly armed, often going without bread, in th~ snow and 
storm, they gave the enemy no respite until the:y liberated 
the whole of the Albanian territory with their own fol:'ces. 

. Fight~ng sid~ \by side with the other peoples, the Al'ba
man partisans dtscharged their internationalist duty honour
ably and 1? the end. When the Italian fascists attadked Greece. 
the Albanian .people, throu~h bold combat actions, gav·e the 
G.reek people important assistance. In the regions of Durres 
Tm~.na, and Gjirokastra, the Albanian partisans attacked 
Italian columns heading for Greece. The fascist chiefs as 
well as the Western press, were forced to admit this: In 
a letter addressed to Hitler on November 22, 1940, Mussolini 
wrote that the losses of the Italian army on the Italian-
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Greek front were the result of the <<treason of the Alba
nians». 

General Badoglio, who replaced Mussolini in 1943 at 
the head of the Italian government, WTote in his memories: 
"The Greek troops are putting up stiff resis,tance on the 
Kalamas River of the Epirus, while the Albanian troops incor
porated in our divisions have either betrayed by contacting 
the Greeks or have defected to their side.» 

On Decemlber 22, 1940, the press agencies informed: 
"The Albanian soldiers prress-ganged into the Italian army 
have mutinied yesterday in several · sectors of the Italian 
H;ar, inflicting heav'y losseg on the enemy before being 
c~ptured. Part of them managed to take to the mountains, 
where they are carrying on their resistance.,:. On January 
4, 1941 they informed that «in the military circles it is 
said that the Albanians are. giving the Greeks important 
assistance in their war against the Italians.» 

The Albanian people watched the development of the 
war and co-ordinated their actions against the enemy with 
those of the forces of the anti-fascist coalition. The victories 
of Stalin's Red Army in the environs of Moscow, in Stalingrad, 
KuTsk and elsewhere enthused our partisans who threw them
selves into battle without sparing their lives. 

At the moment when the Anglo-American forces landed 
in France and opened the second front there, four picked 
nazi divisions were nailed down in the mountains of Albania, 
engaged in the bloody battles of theiir June operation a
gainst the Albanian National Liberation A['my. With their 
war the Albanian partisans also did their duty towards the 
anti-fa:sdst coalition. 

On Ootolber 5, 1944, at the request of the High Command 
of the Yugoslav Na'tional Liberation Army two brigades (the 
3rd and the 5th) of the National Li\beration Army crossed 
the state border and carded their war against the nazis 
on to the region of Kosova. Moreover, immediately aHer 
the liberation of the country, two divisions (the 5th and 
the 6th) of the Albanian National Liberation Army con
tinued the pursuit of the Hitlerite invaders into the Yugos
lav territory. The Albanian and Yugoslav partisans, fighting 
side by side against the nazi hordes in December 1944 
and in January-February 1945, liberated Montenegro, Sandjak 
and the southern part of Bosnia. In the battles for the liibera
tion of the peop!les of Yugoslavia, hundreds of fighters of 
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the Albanian National Liberation Army laid 
The struggle of the Albanian people met with gre.a: 

response and was considered an active contribution to th···· 
great anti-fascist war. It created the first internatio 
premises for the restoration of Allbania's independence. I 
frustrated the plans of the occupiers who tried to ran· 
Albania to the fascist bloc, and aligned our country wit · 
the anti-fascist coalition. In DecembeT 1942, acknowledgin 
Lhe War of the Albanian people, Molotov, Eden and Hu11i' 
ministers of foreign affairs of the Soviet Union, Grea , 
Britain and the Unitied States res1Pectively, t()f)k their• 
stand towards the Albanian question in offircial declarations .. 

Among others, Molotov affirmed: «The Soviet Union, which; 
follows with .great sympathy the valiant war of the Alba-· 
nian patriots against the Italian occupiers foc the liberation 
of their country, recognizes no claim of Italian imperialism"' 
on Albanian territory and wants to sE:e Albania free from 
the yoke of fascist occupat.ion and its independence restored ... 

For his part, Eden declat'ed: «The British Government. 
wants Allbania to be Ii'b€rai;.ed from the Italian yoke and 
its independence restored. The form of the state and go
vernment that will :be established in Albania is up to the 
Albanian people themselves to decide and this question will · 
ce re.solved at tihe end of the war.>> .. 

These. declarations could not fai1l to cause great satisfac- " 
tion and a feeling of legitimate pride among the Albanian .· 
people. The offidal declq,rations of the three main powers 
of the anti-fascist coalition, which recognized the inde
pendence and the lilberation war of the Albanian people, 
confirmed that from now on Albania was recognized not 
only de jure but also de facto as an active member of the. 
coalition. The Albanian people .had won this place with 
their own heroic struggle, showing the entire wor1d that 
the true A~bania was not the one which a handful of traitors 
had prodaimed - «the aHy of the Axis», but the one which 
the insurgent people had proclaimed - the ally of the nations 
and countries members of the great anti-fascist coalition. These 
declarations also showed that the hopes of the Albanian 
communists and patriots to see their just struggle win the 
support of the anti-fascist follces of the whole world, and 
of the Soviet Union in the first place, had already become 
a reality. 

The three main powers of the anti-fascist coalition - the 
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Sovie,t Union, the United States and Great Britain, sent mi
litary missions to the General Staff of the National Libera-
tion Army. . . . 

Eminent Western personalities, who have never d1stmgm-
shed >them.selves for their sympathy for Albania, were forced 
to recognize the herok struggle of the Albanian peop1e. 
Winston Churchill, answering an inteipellation in the House 
of Commons, declared on November 4, 1943: «Thousands 
of Albanians are fighting in their mountains for the freedom 
and independence of their country, and, f:om the rep~rts 
of the British , military mission in Albania, are carrymg 
out brilliant actions.» 

American Secretary of State Cordel Hull wrote on 
November 2'8, 1943: «The government and people of the 
United States are attentively following the struggle of the 
Albanians in defence of the integrity and independence of 
their country. We have witnessed with admiration their 
resistance against fascist Italy as well as their patriotk deter
mination to preserve their national sovereignty. Today these 
valiant fighters are carrying on their struggle against the 
nazi enem'y. ·' .» His succ,essor Edward Stettinius, in a message 
addressed to Comrade Enver Hoxha on May 22, 1945, wrote, 
«I am ·well informed of the relentless struggle the A1banian 
people have waged against aggression and I highl~ app~eciate 
the sacrifices they have made to carry out the hlber:at10n of 
their country and contribute to the final victory over the 
common enemy ... » · 

The commander-in-chief of the allied forces in the 
Medite~anean, Maitland Wilson, wrote in a letter addressed 
to Comrade Enver Hoxha on October 12, 1944: <<I have follow
ed with admiration how your National Liberation Army 
has discharged itself of its tasks in its brilliant actions 
against the common enemy for the attainment of our com
mon goal. .. 
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Chapter one 

THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA 

November 8, 1941, the day of the founding of the Com
munist Party of Albania, marks a decisive turning-point in 
the centuries-long history of our people, as it laid tihe founda
tions on which the new, socialist Albania stands. 

The forty years of revolutionary activity of the PLA are 
years of heroic struggles and battles at the head of the Alba
nian working class and people for the liberation of the Home
land and the triumph of the revolution, to pull Albania out of 
its poverty and backwardness and to build a new life, rich, 
just and happy, as the life the Alibanian people aire enjoying 
today. These years are a period of triumphant battles against 
many enemies, internal and external, the American-led im
perial~ts and the modern revisionists - Yugoslav, Soviet, and 
Chinese; and reactionaries of all hues. These years are a 
period of battles in defence of the right of our people to 
live free and independent and march on the road of true 
socialism and communism. · 

In the report he delivered at the 8th Congress of the 
PLA in November 1981, Comrade Enver Hoxha said: 

«In the future, too, the Party of Labour. of Al1bania will 
march determined and unwavering on the brilliant road on 
whiCh it has proceeded during the forty years of its existence. 
Linked like flesh to bone with its people, at the head of them 
and together with them, it will fight with devotion, sparing 
no sacrifioe, in order to ensure new progress and victories for 
our pecple and our socialist Homeland ... 

·~In all circumstances and in any situation our Party and 
people will fight to perform their national and international 
tasks with honour, to build socialism successfully in Albania, 
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and to ardently defend the Tevolutionary cause of the prole 
tariat and the peoples.» 

T?e Comrnun~st Party of Albania was founded by th 
Albaman commumsts, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at th' 
head, on the basis of the worker and communist movement 
It arose as an absolute historical necessity to lead th 
struggle of the, people for national liberation and social eman 
cipation. ' 

T~e .PLA wa~ formed by the amalgamation of th 
Albanian communist groups into a revolutionary workin 
class par~y of th~ ~ew type on the basis of the ideological: 
orgamzational prmc1ples of Marxism~ninism. The amal_.' 
gamatio~ was achie:ved through the common struggle of the 
commumsts of var10us groups against the enemies of the 
P.eople, ag:ainst ~seud~Marxist political trends and organiza
tions, agamst alien. viewpoints in the ranks of the groups, 
themselves, by puttmg the general interest of th€ communist 
movement . aibove the narrow interests of the groups. The, 
amalgamation was cemented with the working out and 
acceptance of a single general line constructed on scientific 
Marxist~Leninist bases. · 

The PLA was formed in the conditions of a backward 
agrarian cou~try. The. creation of the Marxist-Leninist Party 
of the ~lbaman workmg class was not hindered by the faot 
that this class was small in numlbers, scattered unformed 
as an indust~al ?roletariat, and had not achie~ed a high. 
l~v:el of or~amzat10nal and political maturity. In these con
d1t10ns, besides the worker movement, the movement of the. 
school youth served as a powerful support for the formation 
of the Party. : 
. Th~ Party ~f Labour of Albania has been able to play 
i~s leadmg role m the revolution and the socialist construe- · 
hon of the country, because it has worked out and consis
tently applied a revolutionar'y general line. This line has 
always responded to the political, economic, social and 
cultural demands of the masses, the fundamental interests 
of the people and the oountry, the interests of sodalism on 
both a national and international level. 

In W?rking ou! this line, the Party of Labour 
of A:bama ·~~ rehed <:>n ~~e fundamental principles of 
Marx1sm-ILemmsm, the sc1enbf1c analysis of the internal and 
external conditions, of th€ ratio of class forces within the 
country and on the international level, and of the revolution-'-
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ary eX!perience of the international communist movement. On 
this basis it has ·been alble to disclose and to evaluate 
correctly the fundamental contradictions in the various his
torical stages of the revolution and to define correctly its 
own programmatic aims and tasks. 

In working out its political line, the Party of Labour of 
Albania always proceeded with cautious steps, has not been 
hasty, nor has it delayed in taking decisions, has not closed 
itself in the narrow shell of national particulartism, nor has 
it mechanically copied or used foreign revolutionary experi
ence. 

The basic principle on which the Party is built has 
always looen democratlic centralism, wham ensures the 

combination of centrnlized leadership with the development 
of the broadest possible initiative of the party members. These 
are essential conditions absolutely necessary for safeguard
ing un'ity in the party ranks. At all the major hist~ric 
turning points, thanks to its steel discipline, its Marx1s.t- . 
Leninist program and tactics, the Party of Labour of Allbama 
has always come out as a monolithic revolutionary force, and 
always avoided manifestation of factionalism and oppor
tunism. 

One of the most outstanding features of the PLA is 
that which stems from the very essence of democratic 
centralism - combination of centralized leadership with 
collective leadership. 

The joint co-ordinated work of the deleg:ates t<? the 
supreme organ of the Party - its congress, and m the mter
val between two congresses, of the members of the Central 
Committee of the Party, i.e., the plenum of the Central Com
mittee, permits the Party to find the correct solutions to all the 
fundamental questions of socialist construction and the best 
ways of implementing the decisions adopted. 

At party meetings and in the party press al~ . the 
communists take an active part in studying these dec1s10ns, 
in discussing the program of action, in m:aking .suggestions 
and proposals, in working out and e:Ildorsmg. this program, 
and only after they are fully conscious of it~ . correctness 
they act to .put it into practice. Thus the dec1s1ons of the 
leading organs express the will of all the communists and 
become a guide to action for them. . 

The whole activity of the Party develops m an atmos
phere of principled criticism and self-criticism. Being in the 
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lead of the most advanced class, the Party of Labour o 
Albania never tries to cover up or dissimulate its erro 
and shortcomings. Historical experience has shown th · · 
only the declining classes and their parties fear criticis 
and self-criticism. For its part, relying on the revolutionar 
theory of Marxism-Leninism, the Party of Labour of Albani. 
courageously admits all mistakes at work and channels a 
the ·creative activity of its members towards their elimination.1 

Party-people unity 

«The people d9 what the Party siays and the Party 
does what the people want.» This motto reflects the unit 
of the working masses around the Party of Labour of Allbania 
which underlies all the activity of the Party and the people 
their day-to-day struggle, their mutual relationship. 

To the Party there is nothing dearer than the interes 
of the people. In all circumstances, its activity reflects th., 
wishes and aspirations of the working masses. Thus the 
principles and ideas of this policy, when adopted by the 
masses, beoorne a great material force which knows no. 
obstacles. 

The strength of the Party of Labour rests in its link.s 
with the masses, in its ability to win them over, to guide 
them, to sum up their experienoe as well as to learn from 
them. 

Precisely from this stems the great trust of the people· 
in the Party, the unity of the Party with the people, a trust 
and unity which lie at the foundation of the invincibility 
of the Party and the country it leads, which eriaible them 
to undertake ever greater and more arduous tasks and accom
plish them in the best possibl-e manner. 

All citizens - workers, cooperaJivists, employees, people 
of art and culture - whether communists or non-party 
people, in all circumstances, over all problems, whenever 
they are in need of advice and assistance, address themselves 
to the party basic organization which represents for them 
the strength and wisdom of the Pal'ty. They solicit the aid 
of the Party wherever they come up against obstacles in their. 
work or have problems in the family, because they trust 
the Party, its capability to lead and assist them. 

While the Party surrounds everyone with ·its 
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solicitude, on their part the entire people, everyone of them, 
are boundlessly attached to it. Whenever the country 'has faced 
a critical situation, the Party has addressed itself to the 
people and has always found their active and conscious aid. 

The general line of the Party has !been carried out with 
success, first of all, because it has been embraced by the 
lbroad masses of the people, has become their line and the 
masses, together with the !Party and under its leadership, have 
striven wi1th all their might to put it into practice. The Party 
has W10n the masses by making them conscious of. the correct
ness of its line, by making t'hem cmiscious of tihe aims of 
the struggle, of the difficulties, the obstacles, the sacrifices, 
which are necessary to ensure victory. 

The close links of the Party with the masses, the con
vincing of them in the correctness of the political line of the 
Party, the transformation of the line of the Party into t~e 
line of the masses, have become reality not only ibecause this 
line responds to the demands and interests of the people and 
socialism, but also 1because the IPart'y has always carried out 
a practical revolutionary activity for the application of this 
line. 

To convipce the masses of the people, to establish lasting 
bonds with ithem and to mobilize tihem in struggle and work, 
a reliable weapon in the hands of the Party has been the 
concrete, tangible, clear and militant agitation and propa
ganda, the wide-scale, differentiated political and ideological 
work for' the communist and patriotic education of the masses. 

Parallel witlh the work of agitation and propaganda, in 
its revolutionary policy the !Party has always followed the 
principle that words must be matched with deeds .. The e~u
cative work of the Party has always been associated with 
actions, with the personal example of the communists, with 
their stand in the .front ranks in the struggle and at work. 

Albout every decision it has taken and in every step of its 
activity the 'Party has consulted the masses, has ~ncouraged 
the cri tidsm of shortcomings, and the free express10n of the 
opinions of the mass.es, has listened carefully to their demands 
and proposals, has always kept in tJhe mind the lofty moral 
and political values of the people. It has constantly drawn 
lessons from the rich revolutionary experience of the mas-
ses and has taught them. · 

The links between the Party aJ1:9 .the masses have been 
built on sound organizational bases. Only links with the orga-
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nized massres are true and stalble links. The Party of Labou 
of Albania has set up various political and economic organiza 
tions of the masses as links which connect the Party with th 
masses, as powerful levers to put into practice the poli. 
tical line of the Party. The programs and activities of the 
organizations have always been based on the political line o. 
the Party. . ' 

A very important aspect of the revolutionary practice o 
the Party to.maintain and to strengthen its connection with th. 
masses and m preserve the Partly itself from destruction unde. 
the attacks of the class enemies is its unyielding revolutionar , 
stand in the face of the many difficulties it has encountered 
on its way. The Partly has always prepared itself and the 
masses of the people to cope with the most difficult and com
plicated situations which arise inevitably in the course of the 
revolution. Consequently it has never been taken by surprise 
by the grave situati0111S created by the enemy. In these si-· 
tuations the Party has not lost its bearings, has not been: 
seized by panic or fallen into pessimism and inaction, has no 
lost its faith in its own forces and those of the people. At all 
critical moments, the Party has acted with wisdom, courage: 
and maturity, has told the masses the truth of the situation, 
has addressed itself to them, has relied strongly on them and 
has always emerged triumphant; 

··. In difficult situations, the Party has manoeuvred with 
great resiliency, but has never lost sight of its main objective 
and has not deviated from the principles of Marxism-Lenin- . 
ism. 

The stability of the connections between the Party and·. 
the people has been tested in difficult situations, in which 
these connections have been further tempered. 

The best representatives of the working masses are ad
mitted to the Party. To this they are not prompted by any 
personal interest, but by the desire to fight together with 
the great army of communists, for the triumph of socialism 
and communism. The number and quality of the members and 
candidate.;.members of the PLA has ceaselessly increased from ' 
one congress to the other. 
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Numerical increase of the candidate-members and members of the 
Party of Labour of Albania 

November 8th 1941 200 

November 8th 1948 45,382 

March 31st 1952 44,418 

May 25th 1956 48,644 

February 13th 1961 53,679 

November 1st 1966 66,327 

January 1st 1971 75,673 

November .1st 11976 115,000 

January 11st 1981 

November 1st 1981 122,6011 
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One of the ·most outstanding features of the Party of 
Labour of Albania is its monolithic organizational and ideo
logical unity. It has hammered out this u~ity and has P.re
.~erved it in irreconcilable struggle agamst opportun~sm 
and sectarianism, against factions and all intern~l enem1e.s. 

After the defeat of the liquidationist Trotsky1te trend m 
the first months of its existence, the .views and aCtivity of 
the anti~party ·groups and elements at no time ~ucceeded in 
crystallizing into anti-Marxist ~deologic<l:l trends m the r~nks 
of Party. This was because they were discovered and combat
ed in time, and because of the loyalty of the communists to 
Marxism-'Leninism ~nd the line of the Party. 

To preserve its unity and the correctness of. its g'ene~al 
line the Party of Labour of Albania during the whole of its 
existence has fought on two fronts: against right opportunism 
and against sectarianism and dogmatism. · 

The irreplaceable pilot 

All the. successes achieved by the Albanian people in the 
construction and consolidation of t~$!~r state of the dictator
ship of the prole'tariat are connedtrd with the leading 
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and organizing role of the Party of Labour of Albania, wi 
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head. The program of the P 
dlefines the content, the :Character and orientation of the who 
social and state life. The competent state organs decide 
the major political, economic, socio-cultural or organization' 
questions and always take account of the directives issu 
by the leading organs of the Party. , 

In order to play its leading role in the life of the count 
the Party of Labour of Albania has set up its basic organiz 
tions (cells) everywhere. , 

The 1party ibasic organizations depend on the higher part 
organs and are guided in their activity by the decisions o 
the leading organs of the !Party. 

The Party carries out its leading role ri:n all social an 
state activity, first of all, through its Central Committee an 
its district committees. 

Among the decisions taken by the party organs, those 
its highest level, - the congress, are of particular importanc 
They are a very important basis on which the state org 
rely in order to work out the measures expressed in juridi 
acts concerning the development of state and social activitie 

The PLA not only leads the activity of the state orga 
but also of all the other mass organizations of Albania: th 
Trade Unions, the Labour Youth Union, the Women's Unio 
of A:lbania, cooperatives,, etc. 

Under the leadership of the FLA the working masses ar 
united in the Democratic Front - a powerful organizqtio 
which links the !broad working masses with the Party. Throug 
the Democratic Front the PLA mobilizes the people in activ 
struggle for the construction of socialism in Albania. 

In his report to the 7th Congress of the FLA, Comrad 
Enver Hoxha has said: «The theory and practice of socialism, 
the revolutionary life and acHvity of our Party have always 
proved completely ,that the ,constant preservation and strength 
ening of the leading role of the Party is decisive to the fate· 
of the people and the revolution. Only under the leadership'. 
of the Party can the people's state power be strengthened and 
consolidated, can the country be defended, the socialist eco- · 
nomy developed, culture promoted, the new man educated, 
and the non-stop march towards communism ensured. It is· 
no accident that all the enemies, internal and external, at all. 
times spearheaded their struggle against the Party and its 
leading role in the first place.» 
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The leading role of the Party has been enhanced and 
~trengthened from every point of view in every field a~d in 
,dl directions. This accounts for all the successes achieved 
thanks to the revolutionary drive of the masses. These have 
been endowing the state power with greater leading and 
executive competences, strengthening the social base of the , 
economy and opening new perspectives for its rapid develop
ment, strengthening the faith of the masses in the possibility 
uf realizing the tasks of 1Jhe plan, raising it'he scientific level 
of the management of the economy along Marxist-Leninist 
lines, development and the correct revolutionary orientation of 
cuHur·e and education, of literature and the arts. 

The strengthening of the leadership of the rFarty has also 
raised the defence potential of the country to a higher il.evel. 
by imoroving from ,every point of viel\V the implemeri~
tion of the Marxist--Leninist teaching of arming and tram
ing the entire people for defence, of strengthening the popular 
character of the armed forces. · 

On the other hand, the leading ro1e of the Party is reflec
ted in the ideological and political class education of the mas
ses for raising the level of their consciousness as closely as 
nosc:;ible to its own consciousness in struggle for the implemen
taHoin of tasks. 

However, Comrade Enver Hox:ha emphasized that the 
leading role of the IPartv ••is not ensured and affirmed auto
matically, simply from the fact that the Party is in powe:'.» 
This role is enhanced and strengthened «through the persis
tent ooliticaL ideological and organizational strw~gle to apply 
its general line, its decisions and directives, its principles 
and norms.» It is strengthened through stern class struggle 
aQ:ainst any violation and distortion of the line and directives 
of the Party, against the bourgeois and rev:isionist ideology. 
aD"ainst the activities of the internal and external enemy and 
the enemy within its own rank~. «This rqJe,» .comra~e 
Enver Hoxha points out. «i.s stremrthened and consolidated m 
the daily strug·gle, of the Partv at the head of the masses for 
the socialist construction of the country.» 

The party basic organizations play. a ~ol~ of _deci.c::ivie im
portance in applying .tihe Party leadership m practice: Through 
them this role in carried out in every cell of the hf.e of the 
country. The baS'ic organizations arie fier~ ~volutionary 
hearths where the class thinking, the proletarian ·Ideology and 
Marxist-Leninist courage prevail in the solution of all pro-
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blems. The life of the basic organizations is characterized , 
debate and confrontation, people are called to report there 
the work they have carried out, everybody criticizes witho 
fear ar:d reserv~tion all those who commit mistakes, regardl 
of their posts m the leadership of the Party, the state, t · 
a7my, etc. Every higher cadre, be he a minister or 'enterpri 
director, a? army. commander or party secretary, is du 
bound to give detailed account of his activity as a communi 
and a cadre. 

In the van of the struggle against imperialism 
modern revisionism · 

In the working out of Hs political line and in all i 
activity, the PLA has always been guided lby the principl 
that the class struggle is the main motiv~ force for the victor 
of the re:v?lution, for th~ construction of socialist society an 
the trans1t10n to commumsm. It has never dissociated the clas 
struggle on the internal front from the class struggle on th 
international arena. ' 

During the forty years of its existence the PLA ha 
defended with heroism the principles of M~rxism-Leninis 
and. the interests of. the pe?ple, spearheading its struggl 
agam~t th-: two. :r:iam enemies - imperialism headed b . 
Ame;1can i.n:~1ahsm, and revisionism headed by Khrush 
chev1te rev1s10m~m. ~t has_ g~ined considerable experience i 
the struggle agamst impenalism and modern revisionism In 
the course of .the National Liberation War and, especi~lly, 
after the esta;!Yhshment of the people's power and the em'bark
ment of Albania on the socialist road, it has fought with ex-
cep~:onal severity against them. . 

. The ~L~ has . a~ways seen American imperialism and 
Soviet socrnl-1mpenahsm as the main enemies and the greatest 
danger. to the socialist order in Albania, to the world socialist 
revolut10n, to the freedom and national independence of an· 
the peoples, to peace in the world. For these reasons it has 
spearheade~ the class struggle in the international arena against 
th~se enem1:~· ~he PLA has waged a fierce struggle against 
Chmese rev1s1omsm, while fighting at the same tin;ie against 
the other external enemies, collaborators or tools of the Amer
ican imperialists and Soviet social-imperialists, enemies not 
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only of socialist Albania but also of the other peoples and 
of socialism in general. The PLA has firmly denounced the 
policy .of aggression and war in all the forms it is practiced 
by the imperialist forces, headed b1y American imperialism, 
and the Soviet and Chinese social-imperialist forces. The at
tempts of American imperialism to extend its domination over 
the whole world have been vigorously exposed by the PLA. 
It has unhesitatingly rejected the Marshall Plan, the Truman 
Doctrine and other such manoeuvrings by the government of 
the United States of America. It has waged a resolute struggle 
against the efforts of the imperialist forces to revive West
German militarism, to set up military blocs, as well as against 
the cold war policy. 

The PLA has always maintained that for the struggle 
against imperialism and social-imperialism to be victorious, it 
is necessary to constantly strengthen the unity of the revolu
tionary forces, to sharpen the vigilance of the peoples in the 
political, ideological and military field. In this direction, the 
PLA has always set the example and never spared its contri
bution. The PLA has never been intimidated by the menaces, 
pressures and aggressions of international imperialism and its 
stooges; it has never backed down in face of 'these eneµiy acti
vities, but has forged ahead courageously and triumphantly on 
its revolutionary road. It has vigorousry denounced the cri
minal activities of A!p.erican imperialism against the PSR of 
Albania, against p€aoe and the security of the peoples, its 
policy of aggression, of cold war and brinkmanship. 

The iPLA has fought with exceptional severity against 
modern revisionism, the offspring and agency of imperialism. 
Proceeding from the teachings of Lenin, to the effect that «the 
struggle against imperialism, if it is not closely linked with 
the struggle against opportunism, is a word, devoid of all 
meaning and. a mystification,» the PLA has constantly stressed 
that «Without combating revisionism one cannot successfully 
combat imperialism» _and that «Without exposing and combat
ing revisionist demagogy and betrayal one cannot hope to win 
in the struggle against imperialism and advance world revolu
tion.» 

The PLA has made a very important contribution ito the 
struggle against modern revisionism through its uncompro
mising stands of principle towards Yugoslav revisionism in 
the political and ideologicial fields. The experience it has. 
gained in this struggle has enabled it to fight with success 

• 
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against· KhrushchevHe revisionism, which presents itseilf i.n· 
even more complex forms and whose menace is even more: 
grave. 

Revision~sm !began to manifest itself in the leadership of. 
the Communist !Party of the Soviet Union after the death of 
Stalin; the line of revisionist betrayal crystallized at the 
2?th Congress of this party at the time when Khrushchev and· 
his group put forward a series of theses which were aimed 
at revising Marxism..JLeninism on several ,key problems such 
a_s: the class struggle within the country and on an interna
t10nal sc:1le, the dictatorship of the proletariat, the role of the 
communist party, peace and war, the roads of carrying out-~ 
the r:evolubcm and the construction of socialism, etc. Anti~ 
Marxist theses on the relations between socialist countries · 
and communist and workers' parties on the relations with ' 
.the imperialist powers and the supp'.ort to be given to the 
srruggle of the peoples were .also put forward. At this con
g~ess, Stal~n and his work were slurred, and this was done 
with the aim of opening the road for the attacks on Marxism
Leninism. ·This betrayal caused great prejudice to the socialist 
camp and the international communist movement and posed·· 
a serious threat to them. Even when the situation was not 
yet dear, the PLA did not adopt in essence the theses of the 
20th C?onwess of the Communist rParfy of the Soviet Union 
nor did it approve of the actions of Khrushchev. The PLA 
?as always stood firm in defence of Marxism-Leninism and 
m a co.mmunist spirit and in a comradely manner, made iu; 
~ugg~hons to t~e s.o".'iet leadership in order to he1p it rectify 
its ath~u~e. WJ:tile g1vmg the enemy no occasion to profit from 
t?e existing differences, it courageously attacked all devia- . 
t10ns from Marxist-Leninist positions. The PLA has coura- , 
geously defended _its general line and its correct positions and 
made no conces~10n~ to the 1Khrushchevite theses. It fought 
to put the Marxist lme througth the 1957 Moscow Conference 
it d~nou~C€d the counter-revolutionary .role of modern rev~ 
1s10'.1ism m. tJ:ie .even.ts of Hungary. Stepping up its struggle 
agam~t. r·evis10msm, m 1958 it launched the slogan «Uncom
pro~ismg struggle for the denunciation and theoretical and 
p<>ht1ca! annihil~tion of modern revisionism .. , stressing that 
it cons1~ered this struggle one of its essential tasks. 

Until 1960, when differences in the ranks of the com
munist movement had not 1yet come to light- a very cqmplex 
process developed, in wlhich tme !PILA had to test the nature 
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. 
of Khrushdhevite revisionism and to oppose some of its more 
flagrant manifestations in the Soviet-Albanian relations. D~r
ing this period the PLA discovered that the K~rushchev1te 
revisionists capitalized on the theses of «the creative dev~lop
ment of Marxism-Leninism», <<the application of Marxism
Leninism in 1Jhe particular conditions of each country», as 
well as the slogan of the ...:struggle against the cult of the 
personality of Starin.» 

At the Bucharest Meeting of June 1960 the .PLA adopted 
a firm stand in conformity with the Marxist-Leninist norms, 
rejected the methods oif the Soviet revisionists and denounced 
their schemes. From that time on, the s·tiruggle between Mar_x
ism-Leninism and modern revisionism in tJhe world communist 
movement became even sharper. When Khrushchev and hi-5 
group stepped up their splitting_ activit~ . in order .to force 
the parties which def.ended Marxism-Lemmsm to their knees, 
the PLJA remained unflinching, and denounced the manoeuvres 
of the Khrushdhevite traitors. The struggle waged by the 
PLA at the Preparatory Commission of the Moscow Conference 
of 1960 and, aibove all, Comrade Enver Hoxha's well-argued 
and principled denunciation of the a:i~i-1'.larxist theory ~nd 
practice of Khrushchevite mo~ern revisionism,_ had g;r~at _im
portance for the struggle against Kh7ushch~''.1te. rev1s10msm. 
At the 22nd Congress, the Khrushchev1te rev1s10msts made ~he 
differ·ences publ:ic and openly attacked all the Marxi~t
Leninists. At that time, the struggle against Khrushchevite 
revisionism entered a new phase, that of its open condemna
tion by the world proletariat. On this occas:ion, on October 
21 1961 Zeri i popullit published a declaration of the CC 
of' the PLA which was an immediate, firm and courageous 
reply to the vile alllti-Marxist and anti-A'lbanian attacks launch
ed pulblicly against the PLA at the 22nd Congress of . the 
OPSU. It pointed out that, faced with the assault _organized 
by Khrushchev, the PLA «had facts and documents m supp~rt 
of its theses and that it would inform the whole commumst 
and workers; movement and world public opinion of the truth 
of the relations between the PLA and tlhe leadership -of t~e 
OPSU so that they would know which side v.:as right; it 
would' denounce the anti-Marxist and anti-A}baman deals of 
Khrushchev and his group.» 

As always, the PLA was in the forefront of this struggle. 
It launched 1Jhe slogan «We should draw once and for all a 
line of demarcation with the revisionists in all fields,» and 
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continued this struggle uncompromisingly and ceaselessly. Th 
PIJA has never limited this struggle to questions concernin 
directly and solely the PSR of Alban;a, but has extende. 
it to all major problems of 1Jhe defence of Marxism-Leninism 
socialism, the revolution and the interests of the peoples o 
the world. 

This policy lhas contributed to tearing the demagogic mas 
off the IKhrushchevite diplomacy. The PLA has considere 
equally opportunist th~ atititude of those trying to find a 
middle line in the struggle against revisionism, the lin · 
of the «golden mean», becam:e, as long historic experience 
has shown, this is a line of conciliation of irreconcilable op
posites, of concepts which can in no wa'y be reconciled, and, 
all such positions are unstable and temporary. 

The Soviet leadership extended the ideological differences 
with the PLA to the field of inter-state relations, going from 
pressure and blackmail over to the unilateral and unjustifiable 
breaking off of bilateral agreements in the e~onomic, poli-~ 
tical, military, cultural and other fields; they went so far as. 
to call for a counter-revolution in Albania from the tribune 
of tJhe 22nd Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. Worse still, together with the other Warsaw Treaty 
members on March 1961 it plotted to dismantle the naval base. 
of Vlora and leave Albania defenceless in front of the 6th US 
Fleet. In oollusion with 'that fleet and other enemies of our ' 
country it tried to carry out this dangerous plot against the 
freedom and independence of Albania. 

Confronted with such a situation, the PLA had to cope 
with arduous problems to ensure the intangibility of the 
borders and the defenice of the sorvereignty of tlhe 'Country. But 
its tasks became more difficult due to the fact that Albania 
was the onl'y country in Europe standing firmly on sound 
Marxist-Leninist positions which it defended with courage 
and abnegation, and following a truly internationalist policy. 
Only thanks to the wise and far-sighted policy followed by 
the IPLA, headed by Comrade Enver Hoxha, the plans of the 
Khrushchevite revisionists were turned to ashes. 

Thus the PLA has def.ended the interests of the Albanian 
people, Marxism-Leninism, the world revolution and the strug
gle of the peoples for national and social liberation, and 
become a staunC'h fighter in. the struggle against imp2rialism, 
modern revisionism and the co.mter-revolutionary collusion 
between their chiefs. This unflinching struggle enhanced even 
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. PLA. the international communist 
more the authori'ty of t~~ f ~'~e People's Socialist Republic 
movemen~ a?d the pres ig~ ~h freedom and progres·s-loving 
of Albama m the . eye.s o e ld 
peoples and countries m the w~r.t. struggle against modern 

The PLA has neV'~ 1.:easeai~s·: Soviet revisionism. The 
revisionisr:i and especiall.r agnsistent ideological struggle of 
PLA continued to wage a c~ . . . it constantly exposed 

· · 1 gainst modern revisionism, t' 
prmclJp e a . M . t h uvinist and counter-revolu rnnary 
the sinister anti-· a.rxis ' ~ ~ . ts and 1Jheir servants and the 
activity of the Soviet rev1s10ms 
opportunists of all colours. . . d"ng to which the 

With their fallacious theses, accor i f de-
. h d gone by» the process o 

epoch of the revolutions a . £' class str~ggle was no longer 
tente had began, the !heory. 0 b ad" << eaceful competi
valid either in the Soviet U~i<?n or a {°ed in ~11 fields· it had 
tion. and coe~istenoe>>0W:Ve~e~.~gs~~~l~sm in a peacef~l way, 
become possible to g . . . d . the first place, the 
etc., the modern .r~vi~10msts a~nl i~aused great prejudice 
Kihrushchevite revisi~msts not nt ~ut also gave international 
to the world communist moveme hich only the traitors and 
capital a pl~dg·e and as::~~fuct~o: can give. At present, ~he 
sworn enemies o.f the the craddle of the proletarian 
Soviet Union w~1ch was o~c:h . o ressed peoples, has. been 
revolution and the hope oh e a~halism is restored in all 
turned into a country . w ere ~-colonialist, war-mongeri.ng 
fields and an aggressi_ve, ;:,e tJh former socialist countries 
capitalist power. On th~ir pa 'ect :ion behind Khrushchev's 
of Eastern Europe, which lagg algs of the Kremlin. The 

d d up as mere viass . f bandwaggon en. e t . have become parties o 
revisionis't parties of those hcou~:1es hand there is no longer 
the national treas?n. On t e o ~:udo-communist parties of 
anything communist a~out ~he pd Asia which have embraced 
Western Europe, .Latin. menca an has been reduced to a few 
revisionism. T~eir entire ~rog~% far from threatening the 
simple reformist dem~n , ~ t 'save it from its profound 
bourgeois order, are . mtende ~icable in the new situations. 
upheavals and make it more app I . lism and the Hevo-

. Comrade 1Env~r Hoxha's bo~:7~· ~p:~~es a dialectical and 
lution» came ou~ m f:e~~dame~tal problems of our time, 
profound analysis 0 . · e . g the reviolutionary and 
o:f the major quest10.ns concernm At the same time it is a 
liberation mo_vements mMthe ~~r{;~inist attitude of the IPLA 
clear expression of the arx1s 
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t?wards all the problems f~cing the revolutionary and Hbera.o'i 
tmn movement today. This work enunciates with scientifi ·. 
arguments the Marxist-Leninist strategy of the revolution as' 
opposed t~ the . c~unter-revolutionary Sltrategy of American: 
~nd world imperialism, and S(}IViet and Chinese social-imperial
ism as well as the different trends of modern revisionism.·.· 
:Volume on~ of Comrade Enver Hoxha's major work «Reflect-
10ns on Chma» came out in June 1979, followed in October' 
of t?·e same year lby volume two, in Albanian and several: 
foreign languages. Extracted from the Political Diary of Com-· 
rade Enver Hoxha, the..e reflections are a contribution of the · 
PL~ . an? C~mrade Enver Hoxha to the exposure of modern · 
revis10msm m g~neral and Chinese revisionism in particular. 

C?n the ?o~as10n of the centenary of the birth of the great ; 
Marxist-Lemmst Joseph Vissarionov.ich Stalin in December 

. 1979, Con:rade E~ver Hoxha's book «With Stalin» {Memoirs) ' 
ca.~e out in A1ban~an an~ in several foreign languages. A work 
Wt1Jh a profound ideological and polirtical content, this· book 
deals :vi~h a ~umber of major problems of the construction 
of wciahst society, the revolutionary and communist move
ment and t?~ s~ruggle against imperialism, opportunism and 
modern revis10~1sm, from the positions of Marxism-Leninism. 
Anoth~r work b~ Comrade Enver Hoxha - «-0Eurocommunism 
Is ~rnh-1cornmumsm» was published in Albanian and several 
foreign !anguages in May 1980. h is an extensive criticism of 
~~e .:;inti-communist theses and concepts of the modern rev
is10mst t;end which its capitalist godfathers have caU.ed "Euro
communism ... 

Another ?ook in t!he series of memoirs of Comrade 
Enver Hoxha is ~<The Khrushchevites • ., published in Albanian 
an? several foreign languages in October 1980. It is another 
~".'id~nce of the struggle of principle of the PLA against rev-
1sim:ii~m of all hues, in defence of the purity of Marxism
Lemrusm. 

These and other works of Comrade Enver Hoxha such 
as ""~ugosiav 'Self-administration' - a Capitalist Theo~y and 
Practice», . are a clear confirmation of the principled and 
:-inshakeable stand of the PLA in defence of Marxism-Lenin
ism ~nd ~roletarian internationalism and represent a valuable 
contnlbution of the PLA to the treasury of the revolutionary 
theory of Marxism-'Leninism. 

In his report to the 8th Congress of the PLA (November 
1981), Comrade Enver Ho:mia dealt broadly with the struggle 
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against revisionism and with the revolutionary and liberation 
movement at tne present stage. , 

Comrade .l:!:nver tloxha siresses that our Party has cease
lessly waged the struggle against modern revisionisn~ .01 al~ 
trends. lt nas deepened. its ideological and political criticIBm 01 
Khrushchevite, Chinese, and Yugoslav revisionism and Euro
communism, making a more comprehensive description of the 
historic and social-economic causes of the emergence and 
spread of these trends, and delving deeper into the process 
of degeneration of those communist parties which have set 
out on the road of revisionism, of their mistakes and conces-
sions in strategy and tactics. . . 

Yugoslav revisionism was the first current ?f. rev1s1?n
ism in power which set itself the task of undermmmg. social
ism whereas Soviet revisionism has been and remams the 
mo~t dangerous trend of modern revisioni:sm. Our Party of 
Labour has waged a major, open and principled struggle ~lso 
against Ohinese. revisionism, the· ideology, stands and a_ctions 
of the Communist Party of China. With the ever deepenmg of 
the inner contradictions of capitalism and imperialism and 
relentlessly mounting revolutionary wave, the revisio:r:iist cw:
rent of Eru.rocommunism has more. clearly revealed its anti
Marxist and counter-revolutionary features. 

In his report Comrade Envea: Hoxha points out. tha~ .the 
ideas of socialism have been and remain a great mspirmg, 
mobilizing and organizational force of the re-yolutio1:1a~y 
struggle of the masses. He says that for the Marxist-Lem:r:ist 
parties the times are revolutionary, that the new Marxist
Leniruest parties are growing and tempering ~emsel":es, . en
hancing the:ir role and activity, and strengthernn:g their lmks 
with and increasing their influence on the. working c~ass and 
the masses. In various countries and zones, new parties have 
been created. All the conditions exist to create true revoluti
onary parties of the working class even there where they are 
~~. . 

·The further strengthening of the unity of the Marx1st-
Leninist movement is an absolute necessity in face of the 
co-ordinat~ Mtivity of the imperialists and the revisionists 
against Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionai"y struggle of 
the proletariat and the peoples. . 

Consistently adhering . to the principles of proletarian 
internationalism, the Party of Labour of Albania has always 
striven to make its icontriibution to the strengtihening of the 
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uniity of th~ MaTxis.t-Leninist movement and oolilaiboration 
a_rnon~ the sis~r parties. The Albanian Party and peqple will 
fighrt m. any ~wcumstances and situation to honourabl carr 
out their national and international duties it0 y f 1 y 
build socialism in Albania and defend the re' I . t" success u ly 
of th , ta · vo u 10nary cause 

e pro.ie · nans and the peoples. 

THE ALBANIAN STATE - A STATE OF THE 
DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 

The revival of the Albanian state 

Albania emerged for the first time in the modern world 
as an independent and sovereign state Oill November 28, 
1912. lit was a great vktory for the Allbanian people, but 
their new state could not, in the conditions created, stand 
firmly on its own feet and develop. For three decades in suc
cession, it was the victim of the rapacious policy of the great 
imperialist powers. and tlhe neighbouring countries. This situa
tion continued until April 7, 1939, when it was militarily oc
cupied by fascist Italy. 

Faced with the loss of their independence and subject 
to the foreign yoke, the Albanian people once again took up 
arms as they had done several times in the course of their 
history, and fought tQ drive the invaders out of their country 
and !build a free and independent state. 

The first decisive steps for the creation of fille new Al
banian state were taken as early as the time of the National 
Liberation War. The 1st National Liberation Conference which 
was held at Peza on September 16, 1942 elected the National 
Liberation General Council and proclaimed that the national 
liberation councils were the sole organs of people's state 
power. That was the !beginning of the organization of the 
state apparatus. The National Liberation General Council 
emerged as the sole representative of· the sovereignty of the 
people, both in the liberated regions and in those not yet li
berated. The decisions of the Conference of lPeza created the 
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premises necessary for the recognition on the international 
plane of the war of the Albanian people in all its signifi
cance. 

The national liberation councils had two artitributes: on the 
one hand, they were set up as organs mobilizing the people 
for the armed uprising, and on· the other hand, as organs of 
the new people's state power, replacing the overthrown fascist 
power and preventing the re-establishment of the former state 
power of the bourgeoisie and landowners. The national libera
tion councils were the basis of the new democratic state power 
until the necessary conditions for the creation of a Constituent• 
Assembly were created after the liberation of the country. 

The 2nd National Liberation Conference, which was held. 
at Labinot from· 4-9 September 1943, approved the Constitu
tion and Regulations of tihe national lilberation councils. 
The Constitution stipulated that these councils «represented 
the civil power of the country» in the liberated areas, that 
they were «the nuclei of the political power of· the Albanian 
people,., and that ·«the people themselves would choose the 
form of regime after the liberation of the country.» 

The Regulations stressed that the councils were «demo
cratic origans and the real people's power», that they were: 
elected ·«democratically» and that all citizens above 18 years· 
of age had the right to equal vote, ·«<irrespective of their·· 
political and religious convictions, with the exception of spies 
and traitors to the country». 

!he decisions taken at the 1st Anti-fascist Congress of 
of Permet, on May 24, 1944 and those of the Conference of , 
B~rat, in Octobe~ 1944, had particular importance because they 
laid the foundations of tihe new Albanian state and defined its . 
international position. At the Congress of Permet the Al-~ 
banian people expressed their desire to have <<a ne'w regime 
in Albania which would ibe a sure guarantee for the future 
would mark .rthe triumph of democracy and malke impossibl~ 
tlhe re-estabhishment of the Zog regime». It elected the Anti
fascist National Liberation Council, which represented tihe 
sovereignty of the people and the state as well as the Anti
fascist National Lilberation Committee vested with the attributes 
of a provisional government. 

The decisions of the Congress of Permet banned ex-King 
Zog from.retu~ing to Afbania and recognized no other govern
ment which might be formed inside the country or in exile 
against the will of the Albanian people. 
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Tihe Congress of Permet dealt a decisive blow at . the 
schemes and ambitions of the imperiaJist powers agamst 
Albarnia. In vegard to the principles to be pursued 'i?. foreign 
policy, the Congress decided «to annul all the political a_nd 
economic agreements the Zog government had concluded with 
foreign states, as incompatible with the interests of .the Al
banian people», and «to recognize no agreement, no ir:terna
tional engagement which may 'have been concluded m Al
bania or abroad by the reactionary cliques either in the name 
of a political group, or in the capacity of a government». 

These decisions proclaimed publicly that only the organs 
elected at the Congress of Permet, which had emerged from 
the armed struggle of the people, could represen.t ~lbania an? 
the Albanian people; they also affirmed the 'Principle that it 
would not share power with any reactionary political group 
or clique. In the fiel_d of intiernational relations, t~e decisions 
pointed out, the Albanian state would def:nd the _interests of 
the people and the Homeland, by pursumg an · mdependent 
national pdlicy. 

At the 2nd 1Session of the Anti-fuscist National Lib€ration 
Council which was held in OctOlber 1944 in the liberated city 
of Berat the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee was 
changed/ into the provisional Democratic G?vernment o~ Al
bania. The Anti-fascist Council and Committee stood fr~m~y 
for respecting the principQe of equality and mutual benefit m 
international relations. 

In the declaration made at the 2nd Conference of tihe Anti
fascist National Liberation Council, the government pledged 
before the Albanian people that it would loyally carry on the 
functions of the Anti-fascist National Liberation Committee 
elected in Permet and fight ·«for the speedy and complete 
liberation of Albania, for 1Jhe defence of the .independence of 
-the Albanian state•>, and ·«reconsider and annul all the :po
litical, military and economic agreements conc[uded by ex-Kmg 
Zog's regime with foreign states.» 

The program of the Demoicratic Government d~fined the 
principles of the foreign policy of the ne.w Al~man state, 
the establishment of relations of collaboration with the other 
states. 

Thus, upon Liberation, the Albanian peop_le had 
alreiady established their state power, set up the organs of 
state power and administiration, built at the centre and 

7 - 117 A 
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at the base a structure which would enable 
cope with the tasks of the day and carry 
policy. 

The destruction of the old state apparatus and th 
establishment of the people's state power , 

The people's state power was not a power grafted on th 
old state power of the bourgeoisie or an amalgamation of both 
On the contrary, it was lborn and consolidated on the ruins o 
the old power of oppression and exploitation. 

From the firnt months after Liberation, the old stat 
administration was completely liquid\ated. A new apparatu · 
was set up from the ministries and central institutions to th 
courts ~nd people's police. Elections to the local organs - th 
people's councils, took place all over the country - in villages 
towns and districts, in May 1945. These councils became th 
political organs of the new state power, both at the centre an 
in the districts. At the same time, all laws, decrees, and rule 
promulgated during the Italian or German occupiation wer 
abrogated and declared null and void. ' 

On September 26, 1945 the Anti-fascist National Libera.; 
tion Council adopted the laiw on the Constitutional Assembly' 
This law stipulated that the Assembly would decide on th 
form of the regime and that it would endors.e all the acts. 
approved before its convocation by the Anti-fascist National 
Liberation Council and its presidency. At the same time, the 
Anti-fascist National Liberation Council approved the law on 
the el-ections of the representatives of the people to the Consti-. 
tutional Assembly and the law on the establishment of electoral 
lists. 

On Decemher 2, 1945, for the first time in its history our 
country had truly democratic elections based on universal suf
frage, with Slecret and direct ba1Jlot. The elections demonstrated. 
that the people endorsed the policy of the Democratic Front· 
and the Communist Party of Albania, its organizer and 
guide. 

The Cons-titutionail Assemb1y emerging from the elections ·. 
was oonwned on January 10, 1946. On January 11, 1946 it 
proclaimed Albania a People's Republic. The question of the 
political form of the state was resolved by the Albanian peo-

THE STATE OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT 99 

ple themselves and the monarchy of Zog was abolished of-
ficially, «de jure>>. . 

After the proclamation of the People's Republic of Al
bania the Constitutional Assembly met on March 14, 1946 and 
adopted the Oonstitution of the People's Republic of Albania, 
its draft having been discussed at large meetings by the 
working people of town and countryside. Its historic task ac
complished, the Constitutional Assembly was turned into the 
People's Assembly. 

The proclamation of the Constitution was an event of 
major importance for the new Al'banian state. It sanctioned the 
social regime of the People's Repulblic of Albania, the class 
structure af society, its economic base, the rights and fund~
mential duties of citizens, the system of state organs, their 
sphere of competences as well as the electoral system. · 

The new state apparatus was built on the basis of the 
national liberation councils, in their capacity as the sole re
pre8entative organ:s. The administrative apparatus was set up 
in compliance with the needs. of the country. People who ha.d 
collaborat·ed with the enemy or. who were notorious for their 
anti-people activity were expelled foom the ministries and the 
other mechanisms of the administration. 

The organization of a modern people's army and the crea
tion of the organs of State Security for the defence of the 
achievements of the people's revolution had particular impor
tance. Right from the beginning, co-ordinating their activities 
with those of the People's Defence ('State Security), the armed 
forces fought against the remnants of the reactionary bands 
and foiled the plots hatched up by the imperialists. The sup
port of the broad masses of town and countryside for the .new 
people's power, its dose links with the masses, enaibled it. to 
nip in the bud all the attempts of the hostile forces to organize 
centres of resistance. However, the struggle against bands of 
criminals or subversive agents s.ent in from abroad went on 
for several years. 

In order to ensure public order, the state power set up, 
after Liberation the people's police and a new judicial appara
tus in the servi~e of the peop1e. These organs played an impor
tant role in the struggle against fascist remnants. 

In this period; the struggle of the forces of reaction. against 
the people's power assumed various foTms. Along with the 
resistance of· the armed !bands, which were particularly active 
imIT'ediately after Liberation, the overthrown exploiting clas-
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ses i~creasing1y resorted to other forms of struggle, especiaH : 
h~tc~mg 1;1P plots and setting up counter-revolutionary orga, 
mza~ionis 1.n ~loS€ collaboration with the espionage agencies o 
the 1mpenahst powers, and trying to ha,rnper and wreck th · 
:rieconstruction of the nationaiJ. economy, which, besides th ··· 
bur.den of backwardness inherit€d from the past anti-popula 
regimes, worked to overcome enormous difficulties and cope\ 
with the devastations of the war. 

However, suppression of the hostile activity of the over
thrown expl~iting classes was only one aspect of the policy 
of the p~ple is power to~ard~ them. This aspect was mainly, 
a r:flection of the detiermmatJ.on of the people to defend their' 
achievements and to ~ure that all the attempts at restoring: 
the former order of thmgs were foil_ed. In the meantime the. 
princi~l objective of the people's power was to promot~ the 
revolution, to carry out the radical eGonomic and social trans
formations which would pave the wa'y for the construction• 
of socialism. · 

I;i this way, th~ new democratic state played a decisive; 
role m the who1e hfe of the country. The establishment of·; 
the ·~eople's state powe.r marked -a radical turning-point in 
the history of the Albaruan people and the beginning of a new • 
stage in its existence. A'lbania !broke 1away once and for all ' 
from the imperialist and capitalist system and the Albanian: 
people embarked on the broad and briiliant road of the · 
construction of socialism, in which everything is done in the ' 
name of the working people and in their interest. 

The essential functions of the Albanian 
socialist state 

_In the carrying out of the directive of the 6th Congress of 
the Party .of ~bour of Allbani8:, work began for drafting a 
new Const1tut10n of the Repubhc. To this end a broad and 
deep-going study was carried out of the great t;ainsformations 
that ha~ take~ place d.n Albania in the poHtical, ideological, 
economic, social and cultural fields after the adoption in 
19416, of the first Constitution of the People's Hepublic of' Al
bania, to which in the course of ,yea:ris a numlber of amend
ments ha.d been made ?Y the People's Aissemlbl'y of the PR 
of Albama. The Peoples Assembly 1charged a special com-
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mi.&siion, heaEled by Comrade Enver Hoxha, with drafting a 
new Constitution. After Long iand fruitful worlk on January 
21, 1976 the commission published the full text of the «Draft
Constituiion of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania». 

Referring to it, at the 7th Congress of the PLA Comrade 
Enver Hoxha pointed out; ·«The 6th Congress of the Party 
put forward the task of draHing t'hlf" new Cqnstitution and 
instructed that it should be the continuation of the existing 
one, whidh wouldl express the continuity of the revolution in 
Albania, the undnterrupted struggle to guarantee the freedom 
and independence of the Homel1and and the building of 
socialism. On the other hand, it had to take into account our 
present reality, the stage which the development of the revolu
tion has reached. The new Constitution must sanction the 
majo_r revolutionary traI11Sformattl.ons carried out and the suc
cesses achievied, mus't reflect the general line of the Party 
for the complete construction of socialism and the further
development of our state of the dictatorship of the proletariiat. 
The old Constitution was the Constitution of the building of 
the foundations of soci1a.Usm, whereas the new Constitution 
will be the Constitution of the complete construction of so-
cialist society.» 

Although the old Co111stitution contains a number of 
juridical and political norms whiiah at present have become 
too narrow and do not correspond to the development and 
deepening of the revolution on a broad fa'ont, still it made 
an effective contribution to the great achievements of the 
country. At 1Jhe time when the old Constitution came in 
force (March 1946), the Party anrl the countr'y were faced 
with immense and complex problems. For example, the 
people's state power had to be consolidated and perfected, the 
fren2ied resistance of ilhe overthrown exploiting classes and 
their endea'Vours to bring back the past smashed, the old 
economic relations liquidated and replaced with new, socialist 
relations the small-scale production of commodities con
trolled a.'nd restricted, and the strata of tlhe petty-bourgeoisie 
of town !and countryside, and first of all the working pea
santry, drawn onto the road of soaialism. The centuries-old 
backwardness inherited from the past had to be overcome, 
the defence of the Homeland constantly strengthened and, 
along with all this, a profound change in the mentality of 
people . on th~ baisis of the proletarian world outlook .and 
morality lbrouglht about. 
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~he draft-Constitution was submitted for study to th 
wo~kmg mass~s all over the icoun try for several months.: 
~his was the first s~age of the active and democratic participa ' 
tlon of the people m a question of so gr.eat importance. Th ·. 
s~cond s?ge ':'as characterized by thousands of contribution.s 
to the discussion, propos!a1s and suggestions by the workin . 
ma~ses about ,the content and the form of the document.: 
'I1hey" w~re recor~ed. and studied with great attention iby: 
the ~pecml c:mimis:sion. All suggestions improving on th 
?ocument, which has fundamental importance, were included 
m the draft-Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic 
of Albania before it 1Wa1s definitively adopted by the 1compet~mt: 
organs of the Party and the st!ate. The Constitution was 
end~rs~d ?Y the 'People's Ass·embly on December 28, 1976. 

This is what Comrade Enver Hoxha has said in tlhis 
respect at th: 7th Congr.ess of the iParty: «About 1,500,000 · 
peo~l~, pract~cally all the adult population of the country, 
participated m the meetings whioh were held and about 
300,000 pe?ple :contributed to the discussion .. .' That great 
popul~r d1scusis10n,. characterized by a free and fruitful· 
tihrashmg out of dpinions, by lively and constructive debate , 
was a clear exp:-ession of. ou~ socialist democracy in actio~ · 
and .of the ~enume sovereignty of the people. It demonstra
ted m practice tha_t in . sooialist Alb!ania the people are the 
masters, .that not~mg is done against their will. ·«To the ' 
poor», said an ordmary peasant during the discusrsion of the 
draft-Constitution, «the word 'law' once had a terrible 
sound. It meant a threat of starvation, a threat of imprison
ment, a threat of deatlh. Today, the _people make the law 
themselv_es, and they do so for their own good.» . 

O~·v10usly, the draft-Constitution was received with great 
~nthus1asm by all ~he .working masses of the country, because 
it reflects the aspirations :and the will of the entire people 
who were given the world's moot advanced Constitution 

T~e Coi:stitution of the People's Socialist Republlc of· 
Albania consists of an Introduction and three main parts of 10 
chapters each, and 112 articles. 

The Intr~duction evokes the thousand-years long history 
of. the Albanian pe~ple, characterized by fierce struggles a
~amst external and internal enemies for freedom and national 
mdepen:ien?e, .for land. and for their language, for bread 
and social Justice. After centuries of >bondage they achieved 
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their first m:ajor victory in 1912, with the creation of the 
independent Albanian national state. . . 

The Introduction says, «The national democratic and 
revolutionary movement was given a new impulse and content 
with the triumph of the great October Sooialist Revolution 
and with the spread of communist ide:as, which marked 
a decisive tunning-point for the fate of the Albanian people, 
too.» 

In the grave situatiO!Il created by the fascist and nazi 
occupation the treachery of the ruling classes, which, as 
they had ~1ways done, made common cause with ~he foreign 
oocU[>iers, the Introduction points out, .the Allbanian people, 
under the leadership of the Communist Party (today . the 
Party of Lalbour) of Albania, united in the National Libe
ration Front rose to their feet, and arms in hand hurled 
themselves i~to the greatest war of their history for national 
and sooial liberation in the fire of the war for freedom, 
and on the ruins of the old state power, the new Albanian 
state emerged as a state of people's democracy ... on NovemJ:>er 
29, · 1944,» "says the Introduction, <<Albania w<;>n gen~me 
independence and the Albanian people took their fate mto 
their own hands. The people's revolution triumphed and a 
new epoch, the epoch of socialism, was ~pened.» 

After the establishment pf the people s state power under 
the leadership of the P:arty of the working cl:'lss,. great 
socio .... economic changes were carried out. The dommat10n by 
foreign capital and plunder of the country's riches ~as ended; 
the capitalists and big landowners were expropriated and 
the main means of production passed into the hands of the 
people· the way was opened for the socialist industrialization 
of the' country; the Land Reform and the collectivization. of 
agriculture set the Albanian ~easantry on the road of soc1::il
ism. Likewise, social ownership over the means o~ produch?n 
and the single system of socialist economy •. which prevai.ls 
in town and countryside, :replaced the private ownership 
and the multi-form economy. With the liquidation of the 
exploiting classes a~d the es!abl.ishment of new, socialist, 
relations of production, exploitation of man by man was 
liquidated once and for all. The entire socia.l devel?pment 
proceeds consciously, according to plan, and m the interest 
of the people. . . . 
• The Introduction has it clearly, «In socialist Albama, 
the working class is the leading class of tlhe state and the 
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society. New relations of mutual assistance and cooperatio 
have been established between the two friendly classes o~ 
our society - the working class and the cooperativist pea
santry, as well as the stratum of the people's intelligentsia 
The work readily contributed by free people has !become th 
decisive factor in the flourishing of the socialist Homeland in' 
raising the general and individual well-being.» <-<Albania 'has 
overcome its age-old backwardness and has been transformed.' 
into a country with advanced industry and agriculture.» ' 

After mentioning the outburst of the creative energies. 
of the people, the emancipation of the Albanian woman, the..' 
great progress made in the field of education, culture and; 
scienoe, the smashing of the foundations of religious obscur- · 
antism, the moulding of the moral f[gure of the working 
man, his consciousness and world outlook on the basis of the 
proletarian ideology Which has become the dominant ideology, . 
the Introduction points out: ,,socialism has shown its absolute 
superiority over the old exploiting order.» . 

The great historic changes have created new conditions' 
for the continuous development of the revolution and socialist 
construction. 
. The Introduc~io:11 says, -<-<The waging of the class struggle i 
m favour of socialism, the oontinuous strengthening of the· 
state o_f ~he dictatorship of the proletariat and the deepening , 
of socrnhst democracy, the development of the productive 
forces and th~ _Perfecting of sociailist relations of production, 
the steady raismg of the well-being of the working masses, 
the. gradual narrowing of distinctions between industry and 
agncul~ure, _town and oountry, mental and physical labour, 
the alffirmation of the personality of man within the socialist 
co~lectivity, the i:nastering of oontemporary technology and 
science, the contmuous revolutionization of the entiire life 
of the country, are the main ways through which the socialist 
society is growing stronger and advancing.» 

After affirming the determination od' Albania to face up 
to any enemy of the people's state power and the achieve
me?ts of socialism, .in the part dealing with the foreign 
pohcy,. the Intr<?ducbon says: <~Socialist Albania is always 
an active facto,r m the strugg1e for national and social libera
tio~, fo~ pea~e, . freedom, . and the rights of all the peoples 
aga_mst _ 1mperial~sm, reaction, and revisionism. In its foreign 
policy it is guided by the great, ideas of socialism and 
communism, and fights for their triumph the world over ... 
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In conclusion the Introduction reads: <<The Albanian 
people have found constant inspiration in the gre~t doct~ne 
of MarXiism~Leninism, under the banner of which,_ umted 
round the Party of Labour and under its l~a~ershi~, they 
are carrying forward the construction. of so~iahst society to 
pass over, ,later, gradually to communist society.» 

• 
• * 

The first part of the Constitution consists of two Clhap
ters. Ohapter One descrilbes the social order of the country; 
the political order, the economic order and education, science 
and culture. 

Th~ PdZitical Order 

Article One states <-<Albania is a People's Socialist Repu
blic», a·nd as a consequence the PISR of Albania is a -<-<state of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and 
defends the interests of all the working people. The PSR of 
Albania is rbaJSied on the unity of the people around the 
Party of Labour of Albania and it has as its foundation the 
alliance of the working class with the cooperativist peasantry, 
l,mder the leadership of the working class» (Article, 2) ... ~he 
Party of Labour of Albania, the vanguard of the working 
class, d.s logically the sole leading p·olitical force of the state 
and society. 

-<-<In the PISR of Albania the dominant ideology is Marxism
Leninism. The entire socialist social order is dev·eloped on 
the basis of its principles» (Art. 3). . 

To understand 'the great theoretical and practical im
portance of the firs1t three airtides of the new Constitution, 
account must be taken of the naiture and role of the state 
in society. In a society consisting of antagonistic cl~sses, the 
state is only an organ in the hands of _the cl_ass .m po~er, 
intended to exercisie the politiical, eoonomic, social, ideological 
domination and exploitation of this class on the other classes 
which are not in power. In other words, it is an app~ratus, 
which in terms of its content and form, crushes the resistance 
of the oppressed claisses and «legaliz~· the oppression 
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exercised lby the dominant class. So it is :an organ of violence. 
History demonstrates very clearly and in an irrefutable 
manner that, for example, the feudal order was nothing: 
other thain the domination of the landowning nobility on. 
the rest of the society through the monarchy and the church, 
it shows that the capitalist order is nothing other th:an the 
domination and exploitation of the proletariat, the peasantry _ 
and other working masses by the bourgeoisie through <<parlia- ' 
rnentary democracy». No matter how much it is trumpeted 
that a king is such «by the grace of god», that bourgeois «de
mocracy» is based on the «freedom, equality and fraternity» of 
citizens, violence still remains violence. Just as the bourgeoisie.· 
overthrew feudalism and established its power through vio- · 
lence, so did it to maintain itself in power and carry out its 
exploitation of the working class, the peasantry :and the · 
other working people of town and country. The bourgeois 
state is nothing other than the dictatorship of the ibourgeoisie, . 
that is, of the minority, over the oppressed classes, the majo- · 
rity of the society. · 

In Alibania, too, the feudal landlords and t.he bourgeoisie • 
had cPeated their state in order to exerdse through it · 
their dictatorship over the classes they exploited. The feudal 
landlords and the bourgeoisie, instead of defending the 
freedom and independence of the country, made common ' 
cause with the nazi-fascist invaders in order to crush the , 
resistanre of the people and strengthen the.ir power, always 
through violence. It is still through violence, through the 
armed struggle that the working class, the most advance.cl 
class of the country, led by its vanguard - the Party, and 
in alliance with the working peasantry and the other working 
people of Albania, all united in the National Liberation 
Front, drove out the invaders, crushed the feudal landlords 
and the bourgeoisi·e and established the people's power, thus 
opening for the country the brilliant perspective of a better 
future in :all fields. If in the past the feudal landlords and 
the bourgeoisie, which constituted only a small minority, 
had the right to exercise their dictatorship over the working 
masses of town and country why should then the working class, 
which together with the peasantry constitutes the overwhelm
ing majority of the population, not have the more than 
legitimate right to exercise its dictatorship over its over
thrown enemies? We do not hide the fact, indeed, we admit 
it openly that the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is 
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a state of the dictatorship of the t)roletariat. Why? Because 
the dictatorship of the proletariat expresses and defends 
the interests of all the working people of the country. So 
it is the broadest and most profound democracy human 
history has ever known. It is the revisionists and capitalists 
that are afraid, and they have good a:-eason for this, of saying 
openly that their power is nothing other than a dictatorship 
exercised over the working people, that is, the overwhelming 
majority of the population. Such words as «parliamentary 
democracy» and «State of the entire people» are only lies. 

Hence the new Constitution does not conceal its class 
character. 'It prod:aims and sanctions very clearly 'the cha
racter of the Albanian state as a state of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. ·At the 7th Congress of the Party, Com
rade Enver Hoxha points out, «The draft-Constitution is a 
vivid reflection of genuine socialist democracy and humanism. 
It is a confirmation of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism 
that the dictator&hip of the proletariat is inseparable from 
the broadest, most thorough-going and complete democracy 
for the working people. Ensuring broad socialist de:nocracy 
constitutes a fundamental condition for the protection and 
strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat itself, 
just as the dictatorship· of the proletariat cons~itutes an 
indispensaible and decisive condition for the existence of 
genuine democracy for the working people.» 

The new Constitution recognizes the Party of Laibour 
of Albania, the vanguard of the working class, as the sole 
political leading force of the state and society (Art. 3). And 
this reflects the real state of things in Albania. The 1Party, 
which organized and led with great determination and far
sighte.dness the National Liberat~on War, 'W:hich is d~y b.y 
day leading the people from victory to victory, which is 
the brain and s·oul of all the working masses, the architect 
of socialist Albania has been and will always be the sole 
leading political for~e of the state and society. This is one of 
its most legitimate rights. 

The ibourg,eois ideologists scream themselves hoarse that 
in Albania there is no democracy because there is only one 
party and not many parties, as in their countries. We sa:y !o 
these demagogues that in Albania there are no antagomstic 
classes there are no exploiters and exploited, there are no 
groups' with opposing interests vyithin the same. c~ass, as is 
the case with the capitalist countries. The only existing classes 
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are the wor!king. class and the cooperativist peasantry, 1whic. 
have the same interests and the same aims, and therefore 
have no reason to oppose each other. • 

The existence of many parties in the capitalist countries: 
does not prove the «democratic» character af their regime 
b~1t on the coi:it~arY_, the existence of many classes and groups; 
w1th ~ntagomstic mterests. If in some capitalist countrie · 
there is a part'y of the working class, this ,is only a result 
of the strug~~e of ~he latter to free itself from the yoke of, 
t~e bourgeolSle. It is not the bourgeoisie which donated thiS' 
right to it. It is the proletariat that has won it through

11 

fierce struggle. · · •· 
The plurality of parties in the capitalist countries does: 

:iot prove in the least the ~er:i~cratic character of the regime, ' 
7t only ~eflects the multipllClty of groups with opposing' 
interests m the ranks of the bourgeoisie itself. This is even 
better understood if we take account of the fact that the' 
~aw prevailing in the bourgeois society is the law of the 
JUngle. 

In his report to the 7th Congress of the PLA Comrade 
Enver Hoxha pointed out that the new Constitution <<is; 
permeated_ t~rough and through by the ideology and funda- .' 
:nental principles of Marxism-"Leninism, embodies the teach
mgs and the revolutionary experience of our Party of Labour, 
and bears the stamp of the creative thinking of the broad 
masses of our people. . . The new Constitution also serves 
~s a p~ogram of struggle and work for the future. Its aim 
is to g~ve the maximum scope to the developm~mt of the 
pro.du.chve ~orces and the relations of production of a genuine 
s?cia~ist society, to open the road to the revolutionary eman
cipation and educa.tio.n of our new man, to safeguard and 
strengt~en t~e socialist order and the dictatorship of the 
proletanat still better, to create the best possible conditions 
for the country on its advance towards communism. . .. This 
docume~t al.so s8:n:tions the juridical, political, ideological and 
economic d1spos1hons to bar the way to revisionism and 
the r~storation of capitalism. In this respect our Constitution 
constitutes a vah~alble creative contribution of the Party of 
La~o~r of Albania to the theory and practice of scientific 
socialism... · 

. I~ order to attain its goal - the final triumph of the 
socialist road over the capitalist road, and to realize the 
complete construction of socialism and communism, the 
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People's Socialist Republic of Albania is constantly developing 
the revolution, relying on the princip}e of the class struggle. 

Article 5 of the new Constitution says: 
«All state power .in the People's Socialist Republic of 

Albania derivates from and belongs to the working people. 
«The working class, the cooperativist peasantry and the 

other working people exercise their state power through 
the representative organs as well as directly. 

«The representative organs are the People's Assembly 
and the people's courts. 

«No one else apart from the organs expressly defined 
in this Corustitution, can exercise the sovereignty of the 
people and any of .its attributes in the name of the People's 
Socialist RepU!blik od: Albania.» 

According to the new Constitution, the representative 
organs wield both legislative and executive power. In fact, 
all the state organs carry out their activity under their 
direction and control. Thus, the state organs are responsible 
before the representative organs and render account to them 
for their work. But the representative organs, on their part, 
have to render account before the people, and in the last 
analysis, it is the people themselves that govern the country. 
'Dhe electors have the right to recall their representative at any 
time when he has lost their political trust, when he does 
not fulfil the tasks he is charged with, or when he acts in 
contravention of the laws. (Art. 8) 

«Our socialist democracy has guaranteed the working 
people the important right to have their say in the solution 
of social and state problems, to exercise control over every
body and everythitng, to participate effectively on a broad 
scale, in an organized way and in the most various forms, 
in the· administration of the country. The Partly. considers 
this participation and its constant extension as the funda
mental direction of the development of socialist democracy, 
as a great motive force to promote the socialist construction 
and as one of the most important factors to protect our 
state and our society aga.inst the danger of lbourgeois
revi:sionist degeneration. This line of the !Party has been 
fully sanctioned in the new Constituition» (E. Hoxha, Report 
to the 7th Congress of the PLA). 

The repre&entative organs are elected by the people 
through universal suffrage by equal, direct and secret ballot. 
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A special law regulates the organization and 
elections. 

The new Constitution emphasizes that all the functionar 
ies, not only those elected but also those appointed by th ' 
state, render account before the masses and are under the· 
direct control. Thus the struggle against the danger o · 
estrangement m. the representative organs from the people. 
the strugg~e agamst bu~~ucra.cy and the tendencies to pla 
the. executive and administrative organs above the represen:. 
tative organs of power, is sanctioned in the Constitution: 
As Article 9 of the Constitution says, the officials serv" 
t~e p~op~e and re?der account before them. They pavticipate 
dir~ctly . m work m production and are paid salaries in fai 
ratio with thos·e of the workers and cooperativists wit 
the aim of preventing the creation of a privileged stratum?e 

Arti~le 10 .of the Constitution has great importance 
beca.use it sanctions the duties of the woriking class, as the 
leadmg class of the society, the cooperativist peasantry, as 
well as the other working people, who under the leadership,'. 
of the Party of Labour of Albania e:x;ercise ·«direct and: 
organized control over the activity of state organs economic; 
and soda~ organiz~tio~s and their workers, for the purpose 
of defendmg the victories of the revolution and strengthening, 
of the socialist order.» 

Another article of the Constitution sanctions the princi
ple of the development of the political and economic line·. 
through a fair combination of the centralized direction with 
the creative initiative of the local organs and the masses• 
of the working people, in struggle against liberalism. • 

At the 7th Congress of the Party Comrade Enver Hoxha 
poi~t:d out, ·«The b1;1ilding and functioning of the entire ' 
socialist state and social mechanisms proceed on the basis of 
~he principle of democratic centralism, the essence of which 
rn ~he . centralized leadership by the working class of the 
entire life of the country through its Party and the proletarian 
state,_ the. c?1:rnb.ination of centralized management with the 
creative m1tiative of the local organs and the working 
masses.» 

Article 13 of the Constitution says that <<The state relies 
on the social organizations, cooper.ates with them and creates 
conditions for the development of their activity. The social 
organizations unite the masses and broad strata of the peo-
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ple, draw them, in an organized way, into the running of 
the countr'y, the socialist construction and the defence of 
the country, work for their communist education and take 
care of the solution of their individual problems.» 

The principal social organizations in Albania are: the 
Democratic Front of Albania, a broad poUtical ·organization 
which unites in its :rianiks all the working masses of town and 
country; the Trade Unions, which envelop the workers and 
employees; the Albanian Labour Youth Union, which com
prises all young men and women from 15 to 26 years of 
age; the Women's Union of Albania which unites in its 
ranks the women of town and countryside, both workers 
and employees. 

Article 14 of the Constitution states that «In the con
struction . of socialism, the People's Socialist Republic of 
A1lbania relies mainly on its own forces». At the 7th Congress 
of the ,PLA Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out in this con
nection, .. Just as the freedom and independence is not dona
ted, neither are the revolution and socialism imported. 
.They are the outcome of the resolute revolutionary struggle 
of the broad working masses of each country with the working 
class at the head, and under the 1eadership of the Marxist
Leninist Party. The principle of self-reliance does not rule out 
the internationalist aid of the proletariat, revolutionaries, and 
socialist countries. However, the external factor, international
ist solidarity and aid, is an auxiliary and complementary 
element, but not the decisive one, despite its great importan-
ce.» 

«In the National Liberation War as well as in the con
struction and defence of socialism, our iParty has resolutely 
applied the Marxist-Leninist principle of self-reliance. Pre.ci
sely for this reason our country successfully dealt with 
the nazi-fasdst oocupiers as well as the pressures and block
ades of the imperialiists and revisionists, has buHt a powerful 
and independent economy :and developed a powerful and 
reliable defence potential, and a culture and art of a sound 
socialist content. By undeviatingly pursuing the Marxist
Leninist course of self-reliance, Albania will attain new, even 
greater victories in the complete construction of the socialist 
society.» 

Article 15 defines the principles of the foreign policy 
of our country. 
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«~n foreign relations the People's Socialist Republic of: 
Albania proC€eds from the principles of Marxism-Leninism~ 
and proletarian inter~ationalism, supports the revolutionary 
movement of !he workmg dass and the struggle of the peoplesi 
for freedom, mdependence, social progress and socialism and: 
relies on their solidarity. ·' 

«The People's So~ialist Republic of Albania is for peace 
and good ne1ghbourlmess, for relations with all stat€s on' 
the basis of equality, respect for sovereignty non-interference' 
in internal affairs and mutual benefit. ' 

«'The People's . Socialist Republic of Albania opposes 
any form of aggres~10n, colonial exploitation, tutelage, dictate: 
and hegemony, nat10nal oppression and racial discrimination.· 
It uphold~ the principle o~ self-determination of the peoples,. 
the exerc~se _of . full n~t10nal sovereignty and equality of 
all countries m mtern:at10nal relations.» 

That foreign policy clearly expresses the nature of the: 
Albanian state itself - the policy of a· genuiri1e socialist coun
try. Socialist Albania supports and will support the revolutionary 
movem~nts of the "".orkmg class and the struggle of the peopl~ 
for th_e.ir freedom, mdependence and social progress. Socialist' 
Albama has been and will always be for peace between the' 
peopl~s and ~or the es~blisihn:ent of relations of good neigh
bourlmess with the ne1ghbourmg countries, for relations with 

1 

all the states on ~he. basis of the principle defined by Article:. 
15 of . the Consti:tution. Our country has always respect€d .• 
and w~ll r~pect m the f~ture, too, the soveTeignty of other 
~ountnes; it /has never mterfered in their internal affairs; . 
~ust as in_ the past, it will never allow anyone to trample .0 n 
its so~ere1gnty and interfere in its internal affairs. Socialist 
Albama has always energetically condemned the acts of 
a?g:ession perpetrated by the imperialists and social-impe
rialists and·. has asked the international organizations to 
pass severe punishment on the aggressors. Socialist Albania 
has always been against the policy of expansion, colonization, 
hegemony of the two superpowers - the USA and the Soviet 
Union, and all the countries whidh follow and pursue that 
policy. 

. Facts have :proved exactly what we havie said; thanks 
to ~ts correct, sure, clear and at the same time energetic 
policy, Albania has w<;>n the sy~~athy of all the peoples of 
the world. The authority of socialist Albania in the interna-
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tional arena has ~emarkably grown, because the g~atness of 
a country is measured nei_ther in mill~ons of s~uare kilon:etres, 
nor in millions of inhaib1tants, but m the first place m the 
ideas which inspire it and which it defends. 

The ·eodwomic order 

The economy of the People's Socialist Republic of 1?-1~
nia is a socialist economy, which is based on the soc1ahst 
ownership of tlhe means of productior:. In our country there 
are no exploiting classes, because pnvat€ _Pr<;>perty and the 
exploitation of man by man have been hqmdated and are 
forlbidden. 

Socialist property enjoys special prot€ction from. t~e 
state, beeause .it constitutes the inviolable base of the soc1allst 
order the source of the well-being of the people and of the 
might of the Homeland. This is sanctioned in Articles .16 and 
17 of the Constitution. In Albania there are two kinds of 
socialist property of. the means of production: 

- stat€ property 
- cooperat.ivist property in agriculture 
Article 18 of the Constitution says, <·<Stat€ proPe:rtY 

belongs to the whole people and is the highest form of social
ist property. The following are property of the state alone: 
the land and underground riches, the mines, fores.ts, p~tui:es, 
waters, natural energy resources, the plants, factories, m~ch~ne 
and tractor stations, the banks, the roads of communication 
and means of rail, water and air tran~port, post, telegraph 
and telephone offices, radio and TV stations, cmematography. 
Any other wealth which. is created i1: the state sector or 
which the state gains according to law, 1s also. state property.» 

Cooperativist property (Art. 21) belongs to. the g~oup ?f 
working people of the countryside, voluntarily :imted. m 
the agricultural cooperative for the purpos~ of mcr~as~ng 
production and welil-<being, for the construction of soc1al~sm 
in the countryside and throughout the countr~. The fo~lo~mg 
are property of the agricultural cooperatives: bu1~dmgs, 
machines, equipment, means of transport, t?ols and in:ple
ments, livestock for work or production, fruit trees, agricul
tural and livestock products, as well as other means necessary 
for their activity. 

B - 117 A 
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Land, which according to Article 18 of the Constitutio 
is the exclusiV€ property of the state, «is granted for socia 
use to the economic enterprises and state institutions, tq. 
the agricultural cooperatives and social organizations, an · 
for the personal use of individual citizens. Land is gran 
for use free of charge. Agricultural land my be used fo 
other purposes only with 1)he co.nsent of the respective state 
organs.» (Art. 19) 

As always, the state devotes special attention to th 
development and strengthening of the agricultural coopera 
tives and their transformation into modern enterprises o:@l 
large-scale socialist production. Article 22 of the Constitution' 
says expliicitl'y, «Under certain /circumstances) the (State~ 
suppo!rts the setting up and development of higher-type 
cooperatives in which it participates directly with invest-' 
ments, especially in the main means of production. The1 

transition of the ·coop~rativist property into property of the. 
entire people is done in conformity with the oibjective con-: 
ditions, according to the free will of the cooperativi.sts and. 
with the consent of the state. The state works for the narrow-.. 
ing of distinctions between town and country.» · 

The peroonal property of citizens is recognized and pro-· 
tected by the state. Personal property are: income from· 
worik and other liawful sources dwelling-houses and other· 
objects which serve to meet personal and family material. 
and cultural needs; the objects belonging to the cooperativist, 
family on the basis of the constitution of the agricultural ! 
cooperative are also personal property. Article 23, which ·· 
sanctions the personal property, defines likewise that it' 
cannot be used to the detriment of the social interest. On the 
other hand, Article 24 stipulates that when the general · 
interest requires it, certain fixed assets of the cooperativist 
and personal property may be converted into state property. \ 
The criteria of conversion and the method of payment are ' 
fixed by law. 

As far as foreign trade is concerned, it is the monopoly 
of the state, just as home trade is exercised by the state, 
w'hich controls all activity in this field. 

Articles 25 and 26 define the attributes of the state for 
the organization and development of the economic and social 
life ~~by a unified general plan» and for the setting up of 
the enterprises. Artide 28 of the Constitution sanctions, 
«The granting of concessions to and the creation of foreign 
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economic and financial companies and other institutions or 
ones formed jointly with capitalist, bourgeois or revisionist, 
monopolies and states, as well as obtaining credits from 
them, are prohibited.» 

That article assumes great importance for safeguarding 
the independence of the country and the socialist order. 
In his report to the 7th Congress of the 1PILA, Comrade 
Enver Hoxha says: «This is an extremely important question 
of principle. No country whatsoever, big or small, can build 
socialism 'by taking credlts and aid from the bourgeoisie 
and the revisionists, or by integrating its economy into 
the world system of the capirtalist economy. Any such linking 
of the economy of a socialist country with tihe economy of 
bourgeois or revisionist countries opens the doors to the 
action of the economic laws of capitalism and the degenera
tion of the socialist order. This is the mad of !betrayal and 
the restoration of capitalism, which the revisionist cliques 
have , pursued and are pursuing.» 

Article 29 of the Constitution defi1I1es work as the founda
tion of the entire economic and social life of the country. 
«Work .is ithe main source frrom which every citizen ensures the 
means of livelihood. The state works to narrow the differences 
between mental and physical labour, :between work in indus
try and work in agriculture. The state takes care of and adopts 
measures for safety at work and the qualification of the 
working people.» 

In regard to remuneration for work, Article 30 . sanctions 
the application of the socialist principle «from each according 
to his ability, to each according to his work». Thus equal pay 
is guW'anteed for equal work. The same article says that, 
to encourage work for maximum results, «the use of 
material stimuli is combined correctly with moral stimuli, 
giving priority to the latter», Likewise, it should be borne in 
mind that the fund of social consumption is destined to 
,meet the common needs of citizens. This fund, which is very 
important, .. is increased continually in accordance with the 
possibilities created by the. development of the country's 
economy». [n conclusion that article says that the state 
exeocises control over the amount of worik and consumption. 

The last article of this chapter, Article 31, states that 
«The citizens pay no levies or taxes whatsoever». 

Let us recall her·e that Albania is the first country in 
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the world where taxes and levies have been abolished. This 1 

is a very great vict~ry for the working masses of our, 
country. 

Education, science and culture 

~hile expressing and defending the interests of all the' 
workmg people, the sta~ of the dictatorship of the proletariat' 
has t~e t~sik of. mouldmg the new man, carrying out an;,, 
extens~ve ideological and cultural activity for the communist · 
educatH.m of the working people, especially the younger '. 
generation (Art. 32). · 

That is why the state organizes and runs education·· 
wh~ch is «Open to all and free of charge>>, and built «On th~ 
basis of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook» and «combines 
les~o:is with productive work and physical and military ' 
tran~i~g». At the same time, ~ducation ••follows the best · 
traditions of the Albanian national and secular school». 

Just like education, the state organizes and directs the 
d~veloJ?ment of science and technology in dose connection 
wit? life and production in the service of the progress of ' 
society and defence of the homeland. At the same time the 
state supports the disser;nination of scientific knowledge a~ong 
the masses . a:id drawmg them extiensively into scientific . · 
res~arch activity {Art. 14). Thus it protects the cultural 
heritage Q~ t~e peof?le and cares for the alil-round development 
of t~e socialist national culture; it supports the development 
of l~teratme and art according to the method of socialist 
reahsm (Art. 35) as well as the development of physical 
culture and sports (Art. 36). 

. ~inal'ly, Article 37 of the Constitution sanctions the 
posit10:n.of the state in regard to religion: the state recognizes , 
no rehg1on whatsoever; on the contrary, it supports atiheist 
propa~ai:da for the pur~ose of inculcating the scientific 
~ater1ahst w~rld outlook m people. After the first Constitu
tion e.n~ered m force (1946), which recognized the freedom 
of religion, the /Party ihas never ceased its scientific propa
ganda of the materialist world outlook until the working 
~sses ther:is.elves, and especially the younger generation, 
reJected religion, as a mental practice and attitude which 
gravely damages and hinders the progress of tlhe Albanian 
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society. Ten years ago Albania became tlhe first country in rthe 
world which got rid of religion and religious obscurantism. 

Chapter Two defines the fundamental rights and duties 
of citizens. 

According to Article 39, the rights and duties of citizens 
are built on the basis of the reconciliation of the interests of 
the individual and the socialist society, giving priority to 
the general interest. The rights of citiz,ens cannot . be 
exercised in opposition to the socialist order. This bars the 
way to privi1eges and injustices in-all fields of life - political, 
economic, cultural and ideological. These great principles can 
be proclaimed and applied only in a truly socialist country, 
where the dictatorship of the pro1etariat is in power and 
which is based on the principles of Marxism...,Leninism. 

The last paragraph of that article states that the further 
extension and deepening of the rights of citizens are closely 
linked with the socialist development of the country. Thus 
the increase of production and the lowering of costs will 
bring aibout the extension of the range of economic rights of 
every citizen, with each !being able to aequire a greater 
amo~nt to goods art lower prices. And this applies to all other 
fields - education, military service, culture, ,etc. 

ArtiC1le 40 says that all citizens are equal before the 
law, and that no restriction or privilege is recognized over 
the rights and duties of cttizens on account of sex, race, 
nationality, education, social position or material situation. 
'!'his refllects the concrete reality in our country, where the 
socialist system in its entir,ety allows no violation of these 
principles. No matter how much this equality is publicized 
in the capitalist and revisionist countries, life proves each 
day that there equality is onily shameless demagogy. Let 
us take into consideratioll1 the economic aspect of the problem: 
by what right a person can have an enormous ,income and 
live in luxury bly exploiting the work of others? 

Dealing with the Constitution of the capitalist and 
revisionist countries in his speech to the People's As.sembly 
(December 1976) Comrade 'Enver Hoxha has said: «The 
majority of the capitalist countries where the bourgeoisie 
exercises its brutal dictatorship, as well as the Constitutions 
of the countries where the revisionists rule, distinguish 
themselves by their democratic phrases; but behind the fine 
words and promises of 'freedom', 'equality', 'justi!ce', etc 
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lurks the violence of. the exploiting classes and 
cHques 'on the working people. 

-<-<The working masses all over the world. are fighting! 
today, as Lenin has said, not for freedom on paper, but\ 
for real freedom, are fighting to win their democratic 
rights ~nd liberties. Each time the masses demand the imple.;. 
mentatlon of the constitutional norms which are proclaimed: 
only to deceive them, their attempts are immediately labelled' 
as activities endangering the political order of the state and·, 
suppressed with fire and st-eel. This reality confirms the · 
correct :Marxist-Leninist thesis according to which there where~ 
the dictatorship of the proletariat has not yet been established, •. 
or there where it has been ·abandoned, the working masses 
cannot enjoy true democratk -rights and liberties.» · 

Equality of rights . in socialist Albania exists not only 
for the citizens of A1ibanian origin, but for the national · 
minorities as well. In this respect, Article 42 of the Constitu- ' 
tion needs no comment: -<-<Protection and development of their 
people's culture and traditions, the use of their mother tongue 
and teaching of it in school, equal development in all fields , 
of social life are guaranteed for national minorities. Any ·' 
national privilege and inequality and any. act which violates 1 

the rights of national minorities is contrary to the Constitu- . 
tion and is pUIIlishable by law.» 

The citizens of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
who reach the age .of 18 years have the right to elect and 
be elected to all the organs of state power. The only pensons 
excluded from electoral rights are those deprived :by decision 
of the court and those who are mentally incompetent. and 
declared as such by the court. 
, A series of Articles of the Constitution defines the 
other rights of citizens: the right to work, which is guarante
ed ?Y t~e. state; wo~k is a duty and honour for eyery able
b.od1ed c1t~n; the right to choose and exercise their profes
~10n accordmg to their capacity and personal inclination, and 
m accordance with the needs of the society; the right to rest 
after work and paid annual holidays; the right to pension for 
all workers of town and countryside; the right to medical treat
ment free of charge; the equality of rights between man and 
woman in pay, holidays, social security and education in 
all socio-political. activities and in the family; the ;ight 
of the mother to paid leave prior to and after childbirth 
the same rights and duties for children born out of wedlock 
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as children born within marriage; the right of all citizens 
to persona1 property and inheritance; the freedom of scien
tific work and art.istic creativeness; author's rights; the 
right to education; the freedom of speech, the press, organiza ... 
tion association, assemlbly and public manifestation; the 
right of all citizens to join various organizations which 
operate in the political, economic, cultural as well as in other 
fie1ds of the country's life. However, in this connection, 
Article 55 defines that the creation of any type of organiza
tion of a fascist, anti-democratic, religious, and anti-socialist 
character is prohibited; fascist, anti-democratic, Teligious, 
war~mongering, and anti-socialist activities and propaganda, 
as well as the incitement of. national and racial hatred are 
prohibited. 

In order to guarantee the rights of citizens, the state 
takes a series of measures and places specific institutions 
and facilities at 'their disposal. To this end, rest homes, houses 
of culture, hea!lth iru;titutions, maternity homes, ,creches and 
kindergartens and other centres of this. kind are created 
for and are put in the service of the working J:>€Ople. 

In the field of pensions and social in1Surance, the state 
takes under special care the invalids ·of the iNational Libera
tion War and the struggle in defence of the Homeland and the 
invalids from work, and creates the conditions for their 
rehabilitation. The young children of those fallen in defence 
of the country and. in the socialist construction are under 
care of the state. 

On the question of the family, which is the cell of the 
society, Article 49 says, -<~Marriage and the family are under 
the care and protection of the state and society. Marriage is 
contracted ibefore competent state organs. The parents are 
responsible for the upbringing and communist education of 
the children. The children are duty bound to care for parents 
who are disabled and lack the neressacy means of livelihood. 
Children born out of wedlock have the same rights and 
duties as children born within the marriage. The children 
bereaved of their parents and without support are brought 
up and educated by the state .... 

In order to guarantee a sufficient education of the 
younger generation, <-<Eight-grade education is universal and 
compulsory. The state aims at raising the level of compulsory 
education for everylbody.» This means that the state is 
bound to take the necessary measures to make in the future 
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the complete cycle of the general secondary education com'. 
pulsory for all, which will mark an important step forward i 
this direction, greatly facilitate the construction of socialis 
and place Albania among the advanced countries of the world 
in the field of education. ·. 

We have mentioned above the freedom of speech, the 
·press, organization, etc which is recognized to the citizrens of 
the People's :Socialist Republic of Albania, but the fact o · 
recognizing a freedom is not sufficient in itself. Our socialist' 
state guarantees the impJementation of these freedoms it 
creates the necessary conditions for this purpose and m~kes 
the n~cessa~y . material. m.eans available. Thus, the people' . 
press m socialist Albama is not the monopoly of a groop of 
people. Everybody may express his opinions, criticize any
body,. make proposals in newspapers, wall-posters, at 
meetmgs, etc .. Article 59 states that the citizens have the 
right to make requests, complaints, remarks and proposals 
to the competent organs over personal, social and state affairs 
according to the conditions defined by law. Citizens have' 
the right to demand compensation from the state or its 
officials for the damage caused by the illegal activities of the.: 
state organs and its employees in the exercise of their duty. 

The state guarantees the inviolability of the rperson, the 
home and secr·ecy of correspondence and other means of 
communication (Art. 56, 57, 58). , _, 

On their part, the citizens are obliged to respect and im-
plement the Constitution and other laws. The preservation 

. 8:nd strengthening of the socialist order and the implementa- ' 
tion ~f. the rules of socialist co-existence are a dut'y for all 
the citizens. On the other hand, the citizoeillS have thoe duty 
to protoect and strengthen socialist property. Violation of 
socialist property constitutes a grave orime. The defence 
of the socialist ~~meland is the supreme duty and the greatest 
honour for all c1tlZ'ens. Betrayal of the Homeland is the most 
serious crime. Mil.it~ry service and the constant training for the 
defence .of the sociahst Homeland are duties for all the citizens. 

~tide 65, the last article of this chapter, .deals with 
the right of sanctuary of foreign citizens. It reads, «The right 
of sanctuary in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is 
granted to foreign citizens who are rpersecuted on account •! 
theh' activity in favour. of the revolution and socialism of 
democracy and national liberation, or the progress of sci~nce 
and culture ... 
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,part Two of the Constitution is made up of six chapters, 
namely the Supreme Organs of the State Power, the Supreme 
Organs of the State Administration, the Defence of the Coun
try and the Armoed Forces, the Local Organs of the State 
Power and the State Administration, the People's Courts and 
the Attorney General's Office. 

The People's Assembly of the People's 
· Socialist Republic of Albania 

The !People's Assembly is the supremoe organ of state 
power in the People's Socialist RepU1blic of Albania. It is the 
bearer of the sovereignty of the people and the state and 
the sole law-making organ. 

The 'People's Assembly has the following main competen
ces: it defines, in conformity with thoe general line and the 
orientations of the IParty of 'Labour of Albania, the main di
rections of the intoernal and external iPOlicies of the state; it 
approves and amends the _Constitution ·and the laws, decides 
on the conformity of the laws with the Constitution, a~d 
interprets the laws; it approves the plan for the economic 
and cultural development of the country and' the state budget; 
it proclaims partial and general mobilization, the state of 
emergency, as well as the state of war in case of armed a.g
gression against the People's Soci~list Rep~blic. of Alb.a~ia, 
or when this is necessary to fulfal the obhgat10ns derivmg 
from international treaties; it rntifies and denounces inter
national treatioes of special importance; it grants amnesty; it 
decides on popular referendums; it elects, appoints, and . dis
misses the Presidium of the People's Assembly, the Council of 
Ministers, the Supreme Court, th~ Attorney Goeneral ai;d his 
deputies (these organs are responsible ~fore the Pe?~le s -0-s
sembly an'd render account to it); it defmes .the admu~istrat.ive 
territorial structure; it doecides on the creation and dissolvmg 
of ministries 1(Art. 67). 

''Dhe People's Assembly is comprised of 250 deputies. who 
are electro in constituencies with an equal number of mha-
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bitants. The deputies come from all walks of life - workers1 
cooperativist peasants, intellectuals, state functionaries, cadres 
of the army, etc. . 

We mentioned that the People's Assembly is ·elected fo ' 
a term of four years, but according ito Article 68 of the Consti...: 
tution, in case of war or in similar state of emergency, th : 
People's Assembly may continue its activity beyond the nor'. 
mal term as long as the state of emergency continues. In 
spec~}, instances, the !People's Assembly may decide its di&1, 
solution before the completion of the term for which it ha& 
been elected. 

The !People's Assembly elects its Presidential Council 
wh~ch leads its meetings according to the rules approved 
by it. 

The People's Assembly meets in normal session twice per; 
yea: by decree of the .Presidium of the People's Assembly;'
or it may ~e. summoned in ext,raordinary sessions by decree 
of the Pr~s1dmm of the 'P~ple s Assembly or at the request; 
of one-third of the deputies. The meetings of the People's 
Assembly open when the majority of the deputies are pre-· 
sent (Art. 70). 

Besides the commission for the examination of the man-' 
dates elect~d at ~e ~irst session of the People's Assembly and.' 
charged with venfymg the validity of the mandate·s of de
puties, the People's ~ss~mbly elects from its ranks permanent1 

and temporary commiss10n:s. The permanent commissions have· 
the duty to examine the bills and decrees of a normative · 
character of the Presidium of the People's Assembly, to ' 
observ~ and con~rol the activity of the state organs according : 
to their respective sectors and to present problems to the 
People1s Assembly or .th: Presidium of the People's Assembly. · 
The tempor~ry comm.isswns are created for special questions. 

The duties and ngihrts of the deputies to the People's As
sembly are defined in Article 72 of the Constitution. 

It is the duty of the deputy to the People's Assembly to 
serve the interests of the people and the cause of the Home
land and socialism conscientiously and loyally to maintain 
close contact with his electors, and render aco~unt to them. 
The deputy to the People's Assembly has the right to demand 
explanations from all the state organs and to intervene with 
them for the precise implementation of the Constitution and 
the laws. The state organs are obliged to examine the requests 
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and proposals by the deputies and to reply to them within 
defined regulations. . 

The deputy to the People's Assembly enjoys immunity 
(Art. 73). The deputy cannot be detained, arrested, or suffer 
penal punishment without the approval of the People's As
sembly, or its Presidium, apart from cases in which a grave 
crime has obviously been committed. 

According to Article 74 of the Constitution, the right to 
initiate legislation belongs to the \Presidium of the People's 
Assembly, to the Council of Ministers, and the deputies. 

The laws and acts of the People's Assembly are considered 
approved when the majority of the deputies present have 
voted for tihem. The laws are proclaimed no later than 15 days 
after their approval and enter into force 15 days after their 
proclamation in the Official Gazette, apart from occasions 
when they themselves envisage oth~rwise. 

Prindpal Compertences ,of the P11esidiunn of the PeoP'le's 
Assembly 

The Presidium of the People's A:Ssemb~y is elected from 
the ranks of the !People's Assembly at its first session and it 
continues its activity till the election of a new Presidium of 
the Peoples' Assembly. It is a superior organ of state ~ower 
with permanent activity. It is comprised of the p~~sident, 
3 vice-presidents, the secretary and 10 memlbers. Decis10ns of 
the Presidium of the People's Assembly are taken on a major
it'y of votes when a majority o! its members is presen~ .. 

Article 77 of the Constitution states that the Presidium 
of the 1People's Assembly has these main permanent ·compe-
tences: 

It convenes the sessions of the People's Assembly; it 
sets the date of elections to the People's Assembly and. the 
people's councils; it awards de·corations and titles of honour; 
it accords or revokes Albanian citizenship and accepts the 
renunciation of it; it exercises the rights of pardon; it defines 
the territorial-administrative divisions; it enters into interna
tional treaties and ratifies and denounces those which are not 
examined by the People's· Assembly itself; it accepts the 
credentials and the letters of recall of the diplomatic repre
sentatives of foreign states; it proclaims the laws and referen-
dums decided by the People's Assembly. . 
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According to Article 78 of the Constitution, between ses ·. 
sions of the People's Assemlbly, the Presidium of the People' 
Assembly exe:ricises these competences: 

It controls tihe implementation of the laws and decision 
of the People's Assembly; it controls the Council of Ministers 
the Supreme Court, the Attorney General and an'y other sta 
organ, and summons them to report; it appoints or dismisse ·. 
the vioe-chairmen of the Council of Ministers or individua · 
ministers on the proposal of the Chairman of the Counci 
of Ministers; it appoints or dismisses individual members o . 
the vice-presidents of the Supreme Court and the deputie · 
of the Attorney General. ·In each case the decrees for thei, 
appointment or dismissal must be approved 1by the People' 
Assembly; it issues decrees and decisions; the decrees of a:, 
normative character are presented for approval to the People'~ 
Assembly at its next session; it makes interpretations of law ,; 
and presents them for approval to the People's Assembly 
at its next session; When the convening of the 1J;>eople's As_. 
sembly is impossible, it proclaims partial or general mobiliza
tion, the state of emergency as well as the state of war in 
case of armed aggression against the People's Socialist Re-: 
public of Albania or when this is necessary to fulfil the 
obligations deriving from international treaties. In time of 
war, in case the convening of the People's Assembly is impos-. 
sible, the Presidium of the People's Assembly exercises all the' 
competences of the latter apart from changes in the Constitu- • 
ti on. 

F.inally, according to Article 79 the Presidium of the 
People's Assembly directs and controls the activity of the 
people's councils; it may disband them, appoint their respective . 
temporary executive committees as well as decide on the 
erection of a new people's council. The Presidium of the 
People's Assembly albvogates the unlawful or irregular acts 
of the Council of Ministers, of the people's councils and of 
the executive commit·tees. 

The Council of Ministers of the People's Socirztist Republic of 
· Albania 

The Council of Ministers is the supreme executive and 
administrative organ appointed at the first session of the 
People's Assembly; it comprises the Chairman, the Vice-chair-
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men and the Ministers. As a rule the members of the Council 
of Ministers are appointed from among the ranks of the d~

uties to the 1People's Assembly. The decisions of the Council 
~f Ministers are taken on ·the majority of votes when the 
majority of its members is present. 

The main competences of the Council of Ministers 

A:ccoroing to Article 81 of the Constitution it directs. t_he 
activity for the realization of the internal . .and external. policies 
of the state; promulgates decisions, ordinances and instruct
ions on the basis of the Constitution and the laws ~ for 
their implementation; it directs and controls the ~c~ivity. of 
the ministries other centra1l organs of state admmistrat10n, 
and the exec~tive committees of the people's councils, and 
defines their internal organization; it works out the draft
plan for the economic and cultural development of the coun
try the draft-budget of the state, organizes and controls the 
implementation of the plan and the budget, . direc~ and 
organizes the finances of the sta~ and the mon~tary and 
credit system; it directs the act!iv1ty for the .fulfilment .of 
duties in the field of defence of the country m conformity 
with the decisions of the Defence Council; it takes the nec:s
sary measures for the :security, protectio~ and stre~~then_m.g 
of the socialist juridical order and the rights of citizens, it 
enters into and approves international agreements and denoun
ces those not subject to ratification. 

According to Article 82 of the Constitution, the Council 
of Ministers abrogates the unlawful or irregular ac;t~ of ~he 
ministries and oth~r central. organs of the stat~ admm.i~trat10n 
and of the executive committees of the peoples councils. The 
Council of Ministers suspends the implementation of unlawful 
or irregular decisions of t~e people's co;incH, and pr;sents t~e 
question of their abrogat10n to the higher peoples council, 
or to the Presidium of the People's Assemb[y. 

The Presidium of the Council of Ministers, which is 
comprised of the Chairman and the Vice-chairmen_, supervises, 
controls and takes decisions on the implementation of tasks 
set by the Council of Minis~s. The Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers represents the Council of Ministers, presides over 
its meetings and directs its activity. 
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According to Articles 84, 85 and 86 of the Constitutio · 
the ministries are central organs of the state administrati · 
speciaEzed in particular branches of activity, and directed 
members of the Council of Ministers. 

The ministers are responsi'ble for the activity of the'' 
respective ministries and of the Council of Ministers, . th " 
direct and control the organs, enterprises, institutions an 
economic organizations of their sector. On matters withi: 
their _competences, the min:isters issue orders, rules and in··' 
tructions according to the laws, ordinances and decisions 
the Council of Ministers, and for 'their implementation. " 

The .min~stries abrogate the unlawful or irregular ordinan1 

ces and instructions of the organs, enterprises or institutio · 
dependent on them and suspend the application of t!+e unlaw 
ful or irregular decisions of the executive committees of th' 
people's councils, which have to do with their respectiv 
sphere of act'ivity, representing the question of their abroga'.. 
tion to the Council of Ministers. · 

• 
• * 

The defence of the country and the armed forces 

Given their great importance, these questions have been' 
dealt with in a special chapt·er {Chapter Three). The watchword: 
of the Party is «The defence of the country is the duty above. 
all duties:•. The sociaHst state has undertalken the tasiks of 
safeguarding the victories of the people's revolution and the 
socialist construetion, of defending the freedom, national iin- · 
dependence and territorial integrity of the country. «The ter
ri~ory of the People's Socialist Republic of Afibania,>> Article 
87 states, ~.J.s inalienable and its borders are inviolable.» 

. According to Article 88 of the Constitution, <<The defence 
of the Homeland . and of the victories of socialism is ensured 
by the armed people, organized in the armed forces which 
comprise the People's Army, the forces of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs and the People's Voluntary Self-defence 
Forces. The People's Army, as the main force for the defence 
of the Homeland, is the army of the people and serves the 
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people. The armed forces are 1'ed by the Party of Labour of 
Albania.» 

In the 1People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the Defence 
Council is created to direct, organize and mobilize all the 
forces and resources of the country in defence of the Home
land. The Fivst Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Party of Labour of Alba:nia is the Commander-in-chief _of the 
Armed Forces and the Chairman of the Defence Council. The 
composition of the Defence Council is defined lby the Pre
sidium of the People's Assembly on the proposal of the 
Chairman of the Defence Council (Art. 89). 

Article 90 sanctions, ·~No one has the right to sign or 
aocept in the name of the People's. Socialist Republic of Al
bania the capitulation or occupation of the count_ry. ~ny 
such act is condemned as treason to the country». This article 
assumes capital importance. An eventual war for the defence 
of the People's Socialist Republic of A!lbania will be carried 
out through to the end - the total liquidation of the enemy. 

At the 7th Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania,. 
Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, «Our people always 
regard the defence of freedom and national sovereignty as 
the duty above aH duties. Therefore, the Party and the peo
ple'-s power have adopted a series of very important measu~es 
of a political, ideological, military and other c?ar~cter which 
have also been sanctioned in the draft-Constitution for the 
organization of a reliable and impregnable def_ence, _capable 
of guaranteeing the socialist victor~es iand copmg with an_y 
enemy aggression, no matter where :t com~s ~rom. !h~ Consti
tution also sanctions the great Marxist-'Lemmst prmciple that 
the defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism are 
guaranteed by the armed people organized in the armed 
forces. 

«It is absolutely possible to ensure the national sovereignty 
and political and economic independence and to guarantee the 
defence of the country, because in A~bania the i;ieople · are 
in power; sovereignty belongs entirely to the w?rkmg ~ople 
and is exercised by them alone, beoause the dictatorship of 
the pr·oletariat led by the Party of Labour is in power here.» 

Finally, in connection with Article 91, which states that 
«The establishment of foreign military ba1Ses and the sta
tioning of foreign troop~ ~n the -~ritory of the People's So
cialist Republic of Albama is proh1b1ted», Comrade Enver Hoxha 
has pointed out that «this principle is of vital importance for 



i28 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

Albania, a1s it clearly and une uiv 11 
m'ination of the Albanian e q oca · Y ~xpresses the deter-· 
defend their Homeland A'tpthople and ~eir sovereign right to 

· e same time th· t"t 
norm expresses the principled di f . · ' · i~ cons i utional; 
foreign policy of socialist Alb .an nend~y internationalist 
be used as a base for a ress8:ma, so. that its territory never 
and peoples.» gg ion agamst the other countries 

gans c!:~~: ~~~r of the Constitution sanctions the local or-. 
e power and state administration. 

The people's councils 

The People's Councils ar f carry out the governin of t~ organs o ~he state power which 
ritoriail administrative !iits T~ country, m the ~esp~tive ter
the broad participation of the e pe~ple s councils direct, with, 
in the political econom· _wor mg masses, all social lifo . 

f 
' ic, soc10-cultur 1 f" ld · o the country and the t t" · a· ie s, the defence . 

order, reconciling the loc~I0 .e'~ ion of ~he socialist juridical · · 
interests. The peo1Ple's co 11\ erests with the general state 
three years (Art. 92). unci s a['e elected for a term of 

The competences of the people's council 

f T~e people's council adopts the focal pl and 
rom its members it elects the . ' «m. budget; 

commissions of the council and e~~c~tive committee and the 
and discharges the chiefs of th isc a:ges them, it appoints 
committee· it directs d e sections of the executive 
councils at lower leve~~ a cJ~trols the a:ctivity of the people's 
with~n its competences '(Art~ 9~s:~~s 9~)dmances and decisions 

Just like the other orga th · . 
council open when the ma ·o~~'t ef ~i.eetmgs of the people's 
The decisions of the peopl ,J y o_ its members is present 
ity of votes of its memtb~:s s counc1tl are taken on the major~ 

A h" ,i.. presen . 
· ig~1e[' people's council · 

people's _counchl, appoints the m~~ dissolve 8: lower level 
and decides on the 1 . t" ~rov~s10nal executive committee 
higher people's icounc~ e~~yns d" or. a nthew peopl7's council. A 

isnuss e executive committee 
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of a lower [evel people's council and order a new e:J.ection 
of the executive committee. 

The people's coundl abTogates the unlawful or irregular 
acts of its executive committee, of ·the lower level people's 
council and the resipective executive committee. 

The rights and duties of the members of the people's 
~· council 
~ 
~-i; It is the duty of the members of the people's councils to 
~erve the people conscientiously and loyally, to maintain clooe 
:';ties with the electors and render account to them. They have 
)he right to control the state organs, enterprises, institutions 
"~nd agricultural cooperatives and demand from them the 
;<:precise implementation of the socialist law. . 
· On their part, the respective state organs are obliged to 
examine the remarks of the members of the people's councils 
and take the necessary meia.sures. 

The members of the people's councils enjoy immunity 
within the territorial unit under the administration of the 
people's council. They cannot be detained, arrested or sub
~ected to penal prosecution without the eonsent of the 
peopiJ.e's council or the executive committee except in cases 
when a grave crime has obviously been committeed. 

The competences of the executive committee 

The executive committee is the executive and administra
tive organ otl: the people's council. The executive committee 
continues its activity even after the expiration of the mandate 
of the people's council which has elected it, until the first 
meeting of the new people's council. 

Between sessions of the people's council, the executive 
commitee exercises the rights and duties of the people's 
council, with the exception of those which, by law, come 
within the competence of the people's council alone. 

The executive committee renders account to the people's 
council which has elected it and the next higher administrative 
eX!ecutive Oirgan. The executive committee of a higher people's 
council abrogates the unlawful and irregular acts of a lower 
level ·executive committee and suspends those of the lower 
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level people's council, presenting the question of their abroga- ' 
tion to the competent people's council (Art. 99). 

Fiinally, the speciaHzed organs created under the executive 
committee are dependent on the people's council, its execu
tive ieommittee, and the higiher organs of the state administra
tion, the'y render account to them and to the masses of the 
working people (Art. 100). 

* 
* * 

The people's courts 

According to Article 101 (Chapter Five), the people's 
courts Cl['e the orgaoo which administer justice. They protect 
the socialist juridical order, fight for the prevention of crimes, 
educate .the masses of working people to respect and imple
ment the. socialist laws, relying on their active participation. 

At the head of the organs of justice is the Supreme 
Court which directs and controls the activity of the courts. 

The Supreme Court is elected at the first session of the 
People's Assembly. The other people's courts are elected by 
the people according to the method defined by law. 

Court organization and trial procedure are defined by 
law. 

Article 102 of the Constitution has it that the courts 
judge penal and civil cases and other- cases which are within 
their competences according to the law. 

Judgement is done with the participation of assistant 
judges and in public sittings, with the ~xception of cases oh 
which it has been decided otherwise by law. 

During the itrial the Albanian language is used. Persons 
who do not know Albanian may use their own language and 
speak through an interpreter. 

The accused enjoy the right of defence. 
Finally, Article 103 of the Constitution states that the 

court is independent in its judgement of a case, it takes its 
decision on the basis of the law alone, and it pronounces its 
verdict in the name of the people. 

The verdict may be annulled or amended only by the 
competent higher court. 
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The AttPrney Genera'l's Office . 

Chapter Six and last of Part Two of the Constitution 
deals with the Attorney General's Office. . 

The duty of the Attorney General's Office is to control 
the precise and uniform implementation of the laws lby the 
ministries and other central and local organs, by the courts, 
the organ of investigation, enterprises, institutions, organiza
tions, officials and citizens. 

,The Attorney General's Office has the il'ight to protest 
against every illegal a.ct and to demand from the respective 
oTgans its abrogation or amendment. The request of the At
tQrney General must be examined within the pe~iod defined 
by law, otherwise the implementation of the act is suspended 
(Art. 104). 

The Attorney General puts before the People's .Assembly 
and before the Presidium of the ,People's Assembly cases in 
which the laws and decrees are not in conformity with the 
Constitution, and it also puts before the Council of Ministers 
case.s in which its decisions and instructions do not conform 
with the law (Art. 105). 

The Attorney General and his assistants are appointed by 
the People's Assemb~y iat its first session. . 

The attorneys are appointed by the Presidium of the 
People's Assembly. 

Part Three of the Constitution includes two chapters, the 
first comprised of 3 artiicles (107, 108, 109), dealing with the 
national emblem, the flag, the capital city, whiich remain 
unchanged. 

The second chapter under the title <<Final Dispositions», 
comprises the last three articles (110, 111, 112), which have 
particular importance. They read: 

.«The Constitution is the fundamental law of the state. 
-«All activity for the creation of juridical norms is con

ducted on the basis of the Constitution and in complete con-
formit'y with it , (Art. 110). · 

«Proposals for amendments to the Constitution can be 
presented /by the Presidium of the People's Assembly, the 
Council of Ministers or by two-fifths of the total. 

«Approval of or amendments to the Constitution are 
done 1by the People's Assembly by a majority of two-thirds 
of all the deputies» (Art. 111). 
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* 
* * 

The unaniimous approval of the new Constitution by the' 
People's Assembly on De<!ember 28, 1976, was received with · 
great enthusiasm by the entire Albanian people. December 1 
28, 1976 will always remain for them a historical date, re
presenting a fundamental stage in the struggle of the working" 
class, the cooperativist peasantry and the people's intelligent-,; 
sia; of the entire Albanian people, for buildiing a better life, · 
worthy of man in the true meaning of the word, for creating 
a genuinely socialist state where the workers are effectively , 
the masters of their own country and destiny, a new society 
without exploiters and e~plOited, made up of new men living 
and working «One for all and all for one» in a spfrit of fraternal : 
solidarity, inspired by the noblest ideals of mankind and 
marching non-stop towards this society whioh is the 
dream of all men - the com:rnunist society. Conscious of the 
fact that the ,People's Socialist Republic of Allbania is a 
country which enjoys the sympathy and support of all the 
revolutionaries and progressive people in the world, but which 
at the same time arouses the hatred of American imperialism, 
Soviet social-imperialism· and all the other reactionaries, the 
Albanian people, with its woriking class at the head, under 
the wise and reoolute leadership of the Party of Labour of 
Albania, have been charged with the historic task of making 
socialist Albania a .bnilliant e~mple for the future of man
kind, and an impregnable fortress for all the sworn enemies 
of our country and of all the peoples of the world. 

(Nothing better than the statement of a group of veterans 
of the National Liberation War can illustrate the determina
tion of our people to defend their achievements and their 
Homeland. 

«Even if we were a hundred years .old, if the Party 
issues its call, we will rise to our feet, making light of the 
weight of the years, our bodies straight up like the rifle, and 
arm in hand, will defend our country.» 

In his reports to the 5th Session of the 8th Legislature 
of the People's Assembly on behalf of the Special Editing 
Commission of the draft-Constitution of the PSR of Albania, 
Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, ~~our socialist regii.me is the 
regime of the working class, it is its dictatorship, whose 
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social base ·rests on the indissolulble alliance of the working 
class with the cooperativist peasantry, it is a regime of genuine 
democracy. Under this regime, the people have taken their 
destiny in their hands and govern the country. Our new 
Constitution reflects, develops and defends these great ideas. 
The great strength of our people rests on the fact that 
they are imbued with these ideas and carry them out. These 
correct and resolute ideas and actions underlie the correct 
policy of the Albanian state in the :international arena, which 
the progressive peoples and nations understand and respect .. 
If they pay tribute to our policy and respect it, this is because 
it is characterized by goodwill towards other states and the 
desire to maintain with them good relations, based on the 
known principles of equality, respect of state sovereignty 
and territorial integrity, non-interferenC€ in the internal 
affairs of one another and mutual benefit. We go against the -
imperialist and re\Zisionist current. One current is that of the 
revolution and the destruction of the capitalist order, which 
will be replaC€d by socialism and communism, the classless 
society. This society is the future of mankind and it will be built 
only through the class struggle, by bloodshed and sacrifices. 
But it will be built. Imperialism and social-imperialism. are 
in dec.ay. iSodalism will triumph, the world and mankind will 
get rid of this plague.» 

The Albanian peopl·e, led by the PLA with Comrade 
Enver Hoxha at the head, find in the clearly expressed articles 
of the Constitution o:f the iPSR of Albania fresh inspiration for 
ever greater victories, to make Albania ever stronger and more 
prosperous, to defend socialism and the Homeland from all 
dangers, wherever they may come from. 



Chapter three 

THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS 

The Democratic Front of Albania 

The Democratic Front is the direct continuation of the · 
National Liberation Front created at the Conference of 
Pe?.a on September 16, 1942. At this conference, where 
besides the communists, patriots and nationalists of dif
ferent. political trends also took part, the problem of 1J.niting 
and organizing the · Albanian people in the struggle against 
the fascist invaders was raised and discussed. The National 
Liberation Front was one of the forms through which this 
union was realized. 

The National !Liberation Front was the united front 
of the entire people against the external enemy that had 
occupied the country. Its line was the union of all true Alba
nians without discrimination as to class, political conviction, 
religion or region, the union of all the patriotic and demo
cratic forces of the country, of all those who were ready to 
fight the fascist occupier and the local traitors for a free, 
independent, democratic and people's Albania. This was a 
correct orientation which responded to the then situation 
of the country, where internal class contradictions had passed 
to second place, being subordinate to the external contradic
tions between the Albanian people who were fighting for 
freedom, independence and national sovereignty, on the one 
hand, and the Italian invaders who had enslaved the 
country, on the other hand. 

Implementing this line, the Front rallied around itself 
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the overwhelming majority of the population - the working 
class, the poor and middle peasantry, the petty- and middle 
bourgeoisie of the towns, the patriotic intellectuals an? all the 
other anti.-fascist clements. The alliance of the workmg class 
with the peasantry was at the foundation of the Front. '1,'his 
alliance is of vital importance for any country that rises 
in struggle and revolution; it constitutes the supreme principle 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat. However, in the co:i
ditions of Albania, where the working class was small m 
number and where the peasantry constituted the overwhelm
ing majority of the population, the participation of the latter 
in the. struggle, under the leadership of working class and its 
revolutionary party, was a decisive factor for the fate of 
the struggle · and the revolution. The countryside became 
the main base of the struggle for freedom and the peasantry 
represented the most important of the forces engaged in 
this struggle. . . . 

As for the foreign policy of the !National Liberation 
Front it was based essentially on the alliance with all the 
anti-f~scist states and all the peoples fighting against fascism, 
in particular, on the alliance with the Sov~et Union, which 
with its wise policy and heroic war under the masterful 
leadership of Stalin embodied the hopes of the peoples . to 
get rid of the fascist plague, which menaced them with 
extermination. 

In fact, the program of the National Liberation Front 
was t:he minimum program of the Party. It was a clear, 
understandable militant and revolutionary program. The ' . . ~ principal tasks of this program were: mce~sant uncomrp~om1s ... 
ing struggle against the. invaders and tra1~ors f?r the hbera
tiOIIl of the country, for freedom iand national 1nde[)en~ence, 
for a democratic people's government; the general armed 
uiprrising and creation of the Natio~al · L:iJ?eration Army, 
organization of political and economic assistance for ti;e 
people's struggle, an assistance which had to be secured, m 
the first place :from the popular masses of town and country
side· destructlon of the power of the occupiers and their 
colta'.borators (which represented the interests of the principal 
exploiting classes of the count;y); setting up of t~~ power of 
the national liberation councils as the sole political power 
of the people· finally, broad political and ideological prepara
tion of the ~asses for the general people's uprising and for 
the ·continuation of the struggle after the liberation of the 
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country· in defence of the victories achieved for the recons .. . . , 
truct10n of the country and the implementation of major. 
socio-economic transformations in the interest of the people. ,' 

The founding of the National L'iberation Front was a : 
mo:tal blow at the occupiers and local reaction in general 
which had made common_ cause with them. To cope with: 
this situation. the forces of reaction created, first the orga..; · 
nization of Balli Kombetar, then that of Legaliteti, which j 
directly opposed the National Liberation Front. These two '. 
.organizations, set up with the backing of the Italian and 
German occupiers and the support and encouragement of the · 
Anglo-American imperialists, were not political parties, but 
h~terogenous groupings of the local reactionary forces, of 
big landowners and merchants, bourgeois intellectuals, mem- ·•· 
hers of the reactionary clergy and all the dregs of the society 
that had made common cause with the ·Occupier. 

Adhering to the correc.t line of uniting all the A~banian 
people in the struggle aga'inst fascism, ••without discrimina
tion as to religion, region or political conviction», the Front > 
called more than once on the forces that had come out ·• 
against itself to fight the invaders together, it did everything 
to show them the right course, to make them abandon their 
road of. treason and prevent a civil war. The touchstone : 
to a:ssess the real orientation of these groupings would be 
their stand towards the enemy that had occupied the country. 
The Front demanded from these organizations to launch 
,themselves in strength and without delay, without waiting 
for the «Opportune moment», into stern and uncompromising 
stru~gle against the Italian and German invaders. Consistent 
in their course of betrayal, the Balli Kombetar and 1Lega- ' 
liteti not only did not fi!I'e a single shot against the invadeTs, · 
but on the contrary united complet~l'y with them in the 
struggle against the people. Thus, the struggle against the 
fascist occupiers in Albania, the strugg1'e for national libera
tion, was combined with the struggle against the collaborators 
of the occupiers, the principal exploiting classes and their 
political organizations - the Balli Kombetar and Legali
teti. That had important polftlcal repercussions for the 
development of the National Liberation War of the Albanian 
people and gave this war the character of a thorough-going 
people's revolution. 

1Likewise, after Liberation, all the attempts of the land
owners and bourgeois elements, abetted and supported . by the 
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American and British ~mperialists, to create reactionary 
political parties, as a means for the overthrow of the people's 
power, were turned to ashes. 

The Party of Labour of Albania has expressed and 
defended not only the interests of the working class but 
also those of the labouring peasantry, arid the entire Albanian 
people united in the Democratic Front, always viewing these 
interests from the angle of socialism. The historical fact that 
in Albania there were no other political parties apart from 
the Party of Laibour of .Mbania, was in itself a very favour
a:b1e phenomenon for the working class, for the rpeople: t?e 
revolution and socialism. This enabled the Party to fulfil its 
mission of the leader of the revolution in all its stages, better 
and more easily. 

The Front has been and remains the broadest support base 
of the Party and the people's state power. It embodies the 
moral and political unity o:f the people round the fParty. 
The alliance of the wor~ng class with the labouring peasantry 
under the leadership of the working dass has underlied the 
revolution in all -its stages. The labouring peasantry has 
constituted its broadest base. The Party of Labour of Albania 
has always be€n the sole leading force of the Front and 
the sole political party in the country. 

In all its stages, the Democratic Front has been a power
ful wearpon in the hands of the Party of Labour of Albania 
for the political union of the broad masses of the people 
round itself, for their ·mobilization at war and work to 
achieve victory. 

Through the Democratic Front, the Party has succeeded 
in uniting the classes, strata as well as isolated groups and 
elements, which have become the allies of the working class 
in all the stages of the revolution, in a broad political orga
nization. Through the Democratic Front, the proletarian policy 
of the Party has lbeen able to exercise its influence on each 
of these allies, especially those not ,comprised in the ranks 
of the other mass organization. 

The Democratic Front is the largest mass organization 
participating in the system of the dictatorshlp of the proleta
riat. This system also comprises iall the other mass organiza
tions such as the Trade Unions, the Albanian Labour Youth 
Unio~ and the Women's Union of Albania. These organizations, 
dealing with the particular problems o:f workers, youth and 
women, carry out their political, educational and oTganiza-
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tional work according to their own specific character. All th 
m~ organizations carry out their activity in close connectio · 
with each other, but none of them can supplant the function · 
of the ot~er. Each organization has its own specific charact ' 
~ role m t?e con?t~uction of socialism. If the other organiza · 
t~ons deal .with defmit~ s~ata of the population, the Democra./ 
tic Fro~t is the ~rgamz.at10n in which the political union of 
~he entire .~ple is realized. While militating in their respect'1 

ive orgamziabons,. the members of the other organizatio · 
are at the same time members of the Democratic Front and' 
take an active part· in all the debates and activities of itS 
organiz~tions. !he unity of the people in the Democrati · 
Fron~ :s a unity of classes, strata and iperSO!IlS which a · 
not d1~ded by antagonistic contradictions, but on the contra · : 
a:e u~1ted bY: common interests and aims over one OT severa 
hist?ncal penoc:IB. This unify has been created and strengthen.;.; 
~ in the stru~~le for freedom and. national independence, 
m uncom~rom1smg struggle against internal and external 
class enemies. 

. The economic and social base of this union today is the; 
soc1a~ property of . the means of production, the socialist; 
:eiatio~~ of prod~chon ,established in town and countryside; 
~ts political base is the general line of the party for the corns
~uctio1:1 of soc~alism ~nd the_ defence of the country; its. 
ideological base is Marxism-Leninism which guides and inspires 
~11 the life in Albania. 

The unity of the people round the Democratic Front 
~presents an unsurmountable wall against which all the 
mter.µa:l and extern.al enemies of our socialist country have··· 
broken their heads. 

Sfu;ce. the establishment of the people's ,power the De- 1. 

mocrabc Front has played and continues to play ·a major role 
in .th; mobilization of the masses for the construction of 
B?c1alism, as well as in their patriotic and communist educa
tion. 
~ defence of the Homeland has ,always been and 

remains a duty of capital importance for the Democratic 
Fr~n_t. It ca~es out systematk work of ideological and , ' 
pohbcal education to inculcate in the masses ever deeper the 
love for the Homeland and the devotion to the country to 
keep always alive and further develop the patriotic ~d 
revolutionary trad~tions of our forefatheTs from the legendary 
epocih of ow- National Hero - Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg; 
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the even greater epic - the heroic National Liberation War, 
to the just as glorious days of the socialist construction 
of the country. Each organization of the Democratic Front in 
town or countryside is a centre of the patriotic education 
of the masses for increasing prosperity and strengthening the 
defence of the Homeland, for deepening the hatred against 
the class enemy. 

Like all the other mass organizations, the Democratic 
Front has played a major role ahd carried out all-round 
work for the incessant strengthening of the people's power. It 
has educated the working masses of town and countryside 
in the spirit of love for and devotion to the people's state 
power, has mobilized them to imp1€'1'.!'lent its decisions and 
laws, has drawn them more and more 1.nto participating in 
state and social activity. 

The Democratic· Front has played and still plays an 
important role in the struggle against bureaucracy for the 
furrflher strengthening and democratization of the people's 
power. 'It has. on the one hand, organized and· encouraged 
the control of the masses over the state organs and the 
persons working there, and on the other hand, it has carried 
out all-round political and ideological educational work so 
that the functionaries and employees, the representatives of 
the people to the state organs of all levels, .are constantly 
aware of being the servants o:f the people. 

The organizations o:f the Democratic Front carry out all
round wo:rik: to draw the masses into studying and solving 
majo!I' problems of the people's power, to raise the conscious
ness of the masses and ensure their active participation in 
governing the country. 

In the context of the struggle against bureaucracy the 
Democratic Front does great work in order to encourage 
people to express their views frankly on any subject. because 
they are the masters of the country and the rpeorple's power. 
because their will is a law which no one can infrin~e. At 
their meetings, the organizations of the Democratic Front 
encourage the broad and free debatin~ of probliems which 
concern and preoccupy them. In particular, they stimulate 
open and unrestricted criticism !by the masses of shortcomings 
and errors. ·. 

The Democratic Front has always played an important 
role in the solution of social problems. This role has been 
constantly rising, especially in the more recent times. In 
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all the districts of the country the organizations of t · 
Democratic Front, in concert with the organizations of th. 
youth, women and trade-unions, have organized many lar · 
meetings and popular discussions to discuss major social pro. 
•blems. There, backward, feudal and patriarchal customs whic 
oppress and enslave the woman, religious prejudices an 
dogmas, all that is alien to the socialist spirit, all that i 
conservative and reactionary, all that hinders the establish, 
ment of fair relations in family and society, all that hampe . 
the progress of the country, was denounced. · 

Another no less important field of action for the Democra 
tic Front is its all-round work to promote, especially in th 
countryside, a more cultured mode of living, especially i 
regard to hygiene, communal services, spread of educatio 

. and culture, improvement of living standards, etc. 
Since the day of the publication of the draft-Constitu 

tion in 1976, in collaboration with the other mass organizatio 
- the Trade Unions, the Albanian Labour Youth Union< 
the Women's .Union of Albania, .the organizations orf the Fron 
have organized thousands of meetings at which people acquain ' 
ted themselves with the draft-Constitution, discussed i ' 
content and form, and made very valuable remarks, sug..:~ 
gestions, and proposals which were attentively. studied b · 
the special commission charged with editing the new Cons•: 
titution. These propositions were forwarded to the com..:' 
mission for the amendment of the final text of the draft-· 
Constitution. 

The Trade Unions of Albania 

The Trade Unions of Albania (TUA) were created on 
January 11, 1945. This was an important historic event and 
a logical consequence of the many and great efforts of the 
Albanian workers to organize themselves. 

Be~ore Liberation, the Albanian working class, although 
small m number, had a glorious history of class struggle. 
But due to the !barbarous oppression it was subject to by the 
retrogressive regimes of the past, it was unable to set up 
an organization of its own on a national scale. Forced to 
protect themselves, the Albanian workers set up their own 
associations in some towns and for some crafts, which gra-
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dually assumed a political character. Through overt . and 
covert actions, they gathered strength, developed a relatively 
high class consciousness which was further enhanced and 
deepened with the creation of the communist gro~ps . and 
the propaganda of communist ideas. These first orgamzational 
elements and the strikes which broke out at Kw;ova, Ko~a 
and other towns, weakened the regime of feudal-bourgeois 
oppression and showed that the working class was rising as 
a powerful political and social force in the life oi the country. 

The Italian fascist aggression ra:ised the struggle of the 
Allbanian wortking c!l.ass to a higher level. Although numerical
ly small, the woirking class created its pol~tical party, which 
at the most difficult moments, took the des.tmy of the country, 
the conduct of the war and the revolution, in its own hands.· 
The National Liberation War was a great school for the 
political education and reyolutionary te:npering .o~ the working 
class which engaged in ilt totally, setting a bnll1ant example 
of heroism and abnegation and be<!oming the backbone of -
the alliance with the peasantry and other patriotic and 
progressive strata of the country. 

The Trade Unions of Albania emerged under new histori
cal conditions, when the country was liberated from the 
occupiers and the exploited classes were ove~hrown, when 
the working class, in alLiance with the labourmg peasantry, 
had come to power and establisped the people's sta~ power. 
The TUA was born as a necessity of the moment which called 
for· the unity of the working class, as one of the most effective 
levers of the Party in the system of the dictatorship of the prol
etariat. Under these circumstances, the TUA developed 
according to entirely new principles, the basic principles of 
Marxism-Leninism and the revolutionary traditions of the 
Albanian and international worker movement. 

In the capitalist countries, trade-unions have been created 
more than a century ago as organizations of the workers 
against capitalist exploitation and social injustice, but they 
could ·not serve as a model for the Albanian working class, 
because trade-unions in Alllbania do not operate in the con
ditiorus of the capitalist system, where state power is in 
the hands of the bourgeoisie, but in new historical conditions, 
where the working class and its rParty are in power. Thus 
in Albania the Trade Unions and ihe state are two weapons 
of the sa~e class, are led by the rParty of the working class 
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which fights and works for one aim - the construction o 
socialism. The Trade Unions in Albania were created as -
weapon in the hands of the working class and its Party, : 
weapon which should serve the construction of a sociali 
society, the continuous development of the revolution, an 
the defence of the independence and sovereignty of the countr 
Since their creation, they were conceived as organizatio ' 
of a pronounced political and class character. Thus in thei' 
physiognomy, in their aims and tasks, in their method o. 
worik and form of organization, they represent an institutio 
of an entirely new type. The place and function of th 
Trade Unions in socialist society is directly determined b . 
the role of the working class itself as the leading politica 
force of the country. .·· 

The working class constitutes the principal force of th 
Trade Unions, which also shares greater responsibility fo· 
the organization of the socialist' life in the country. Hence· 
the great role and significance of the Trade Unions in th . 
People's Socialist !Republic of Albania. ' 

In our country, the trade-runions do not limit themselve 
to only defending the rights of the workers, but they also 
take an active part in the management of production, in 
the building and consolidation of the socialist regime. 

The trade-iunions are organizations in which dozens of, 
thousands of workers a&Similate the first elements of organiza-: 
tion of the economic and political life, organizations in: 
which the workers enhance their cultural and political level, 
and through which they accede to the direction and manage- · 
ment of socialist industry. As Lenin has pointed out, the 
trade-unions are an institution intended to educate and. 
organize the Workers, they are schoo1s of direction and •. 
management, schools of communism. 

To exercise a leading function in the economy, one 
need not necessarily hold a managerial post. In the People's . 
Socialist Republic of Albania, even the commonest worker 
is given the :real possibility to have his say and bring his 
influence to bear on the development of production, on correct
ing mi.stakes and shortcomings, to help improve the work 
and management of enterprises, to bring about the introduc
tion of modern technological processes. 

Production meetings play an important role in the deve
lopment of the creativ~ initiative and political activity of the 
working class. These meetings, held under the direction of the 
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trade-unions, have !become an important means for the edura
tion of the ·working masses and their participation in run
ning production. They are held regularly and deal with im
portant questions, such as: 

- production plans of enterprises; 
- organization of production and work; 
- means of improving the quality of production and 

lowering .costs; 
- problems of investments, technical norms, internal 

management, measures of safety at work, etc. 
lProduction meetings, at which the workers exp:ess their 

opinions in all liberty, help to detect shortcom1.ngs and 
errors and make concrete proposals and observations, are 
evide~ce of the broad democracy exercised on all the ques
tiorns concerning the organization of pro~uction. The wor~er 
and the specialist, the engineer and the director of enterprise 
are not isolated from each other. They are ahl workmates 
subject to the same proletarian discipline, respecting ~nd 
assisting each other in a fraternal spirit. D~ring the W?rkmg 
time the worker carries out the tasks as.signed to him by 
the master, engineer· or director, while at productio~ or 
other meetings he criticizes their mistakes or sh?rtcom1ngs. 
The control exevcised by the trade-unions - control from 
below, is the surest guarantee for the elimination of a~l bureau
cratic distortions. Thus, all the strength and authority of the 
rnanagers of production in the condition.s of the people's state 
power Hes in the masses. And production meetmgs serve . to 
strengthen the ties of the executives, on the one hand, with 
the wortkers and employees, on the other. 

Each year the !basic rtriade-union organizat1ion of every 
enterprise signs a collective contract with the management. 
The stipulations of the contracting parties also bear on the 
working and living conditions of the workers. 

The workers and employees participate directly in the 
execution of collective contracts. The trade~union organiza~ 
tion controls the execution of the stipulations of the contract 
by both the workers and the management. 

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the interests 
of the state and those of the trrade-unions are the same. 
Thus, in the struggle against mistakes and shortcomings the 
trade-union organizations enjoy fun support by the state. 

T!he rights of the triade-unions in the struggle for the 
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defence of the material and moral interests of the 
are very !broad. The ·trade-unions: 

- participate in the drafting and editing of 
labour and wages; 

- supervise the applkation of rules on safety 
and technical security; 

- exercise social opntrol on behalf of the masses over 
the execution of housing construction plans and participat · 
in the allocation of bouses; 

- control the activity of commercial enterprises and 
public catering: ' 

Through the trade-U1lli.ons the worlkers exercise thei 
control over the rates of utilization of state social insurance 
funds, the accomodation of the workers and their children in' 
rest-homes, check the execution of plans for the construction 
of health and prophylactic institutions the work of health 
services, etc. . ' ' 

The trade-unions wield a!ll the necessary means and 
funds for the organization of cultural, sports and other'.'.· 
free-time activities. .· 

Socialist emulation 

Organizati9n of socialist emulation, which is one of the 
main meth?ds of workers' participation in the management , 
of production and, in general, a vivid expression of their 
concern about raising labour productivity has been and 
remains one of the main problems of the TUA. 

The bourgeoisie and its advocates do everything in their 
:p~~er. to sanction th~. prejudice according to which private 
1rut1at1ve and competition are the ideal «incentives» for the 
development of society. But in reality things stand the other 
way round. 
. Capitalist competitio~, which rests on the savage exploita

tion of the workers, brmgs about ruin and oppression for 
most of them, and profit for and domination by a handful. 
o~ I'7ople. On this basis, it causes an ever increasing intensi
flcat~on of labour, aggravates exploitation, utilizes people's 
~~~s fo7 pll['po~es of .Profit and speculation, encourages 
md1viduahsm, egoism, rmsanthropy and hampers the introduc
tio,n of scientific and technological innovations. 

. ·' 
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Contrar:y to ~.11 this, socialist emulation, which replaces 
capitalist competition and rests on the emandpation of work
ers of capitalist exploitation, constantly stimulates and 
develops bold thinking, free initiative, the spirit of creative 
innovation, opens the road for the revolutionary drive 
and mowments of the masses, educates people by imbuing 
them with a high sense of responsibility for the tasks they 
are charged with, a critical attitude towards themselves, 
conscious discipJline, an unr:flin1ching spirit in front of dif
ficulties, and it serves directly the masses. 

Socialist emulation is an important mobilizing and trans
forming motor force in the general process o:f the s·ocialist 
construction of the country, a revolutionary method for 
developing and deepening the creative activity of the working 
masses, for increasing production and imbuing the cadres 
and masses with sound Sl(}cialist concepts on work and com
mon property. 

Socialist emulation is an expression of socialist relations 
of production and a product of the socialist system in which 
work'. becomes a question of honour, and man makes to 
society a contribution proportionate to his capacities and is 
remunerated by . the latter according to the quantity and 
quality of his work. As a component element of the socialist 
relations of production, socialist emulation gives rise to a 
broad socialist movement intended to raise the laggards up 
to the level of the more advanced, to as.sist the advanced 
to further progress and to swell their ranks. It strengthens 
the s.entiments of socialist collectivity among the workers 
and reduces the sphere of influence of petty-bourgeois and 
bourgeois individualism down to the point of its total 
disappearance; it develops the creative thinking and initiative 
of the woking masses, increases the productivity of labour 
and social production and creates gre;ater possibilities for 
the development of the economic potential of the country 
and the raising of the standard of living of the working masses. 

Socialist emulation in Albania is an expression of the 
communist spirit in man's process of active work. As the 
masters of the means of production and soci,al production 
itself, people in socialism are concerned about bringing the 
society the maximum of utility with the minimum of expend
iture of monetary means and mat,erials, according to the 
principle of <<quantity, rapidity, quality and economy.» Social
ist emulation develops the coru;ciousness of man, his orga-

10 - 117 A 



146 PORTRAIT Oli' At.:BANIA 

nizational and productive capacities,· stimulates the lagga 
and causes everything to develop and advance. Socialis, 
emulation is organized on the basis of advanced experien 
and the best example, and leads to the generalization 
this. experience and the creation of a new, even more advanc , 
experience. 

One of the primary conditions for the organization 
socialist emulation is the effective illustration of the resul 
of work of a given collective or of the individuals that ma 
it up. These results are determined and illustrated wi 
great precision. They are popularized in various forms . 
that every member of t'he collective is informed of th 
results of work of each and compares his results to those 
the others. Discovery, elaboration and propagation of advan 
experience is one of the essential and always actual condi 
tions for the organization of socialist emulation. Great wor., 
has been and continues to be done in this field. For th" 
purpose, all-round propaganda work is carried out, whic 
helps rnise production indk.>es by making the worlkers a:cquain · 
etl with innovations in science and technology, new techn ,, 
logiical methods, and the best achievements of advanced wor 
ers' collectives and individual workers. ~ 

Socialist emulation is a permanent method characteristi. 
of the people's state power for the construction of socialis 
and the solution of problems jointly with the masses, a wa, 
intended to promote the active participation of the worker: 
in the management of work, a powerful incentive for th 
development of the cr(¥ltive thinking and initiative of th. 
workers, a field in which the masses make self-criticismi 
control and rectify the activity of the party and the state 
frnm below, a powerful ideological movement for the socialis 
education of the working people. 

Since the establishment of the people's power, socialis 
emulation has been for the working masses a permanen 
method of work. Immediately following the liberation of th 
country and the establ1ishment of the people's power, th 
Albanian workers, driven by the spirit of socialist emulation, 
set about working to heal the wounds caused by th . 
war against the occupiers and the local traitors. Blown up 
bridges and burnt down houses were reconstructed, factories 
and mines were recommissioned in record time. People started 
the construction of new factories and workshops, railways,'. 
roads, the draining of marshes, etc. From the ranks of the' 
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wo:Pking classes emerged the first shock workers, and the 
cooperative peasantry produced the first fighters for high 
y~lds. . 
. ':3°cialist .emulation developed e~e:ri more in the successive 
f~ve-year periods, in the great battles for socialist industrializa
tion, ~d the collectivization and modernization of agricul
ture, with dozens of thousands of people displaying an in
compara!?le heroism in building the new Me. 

At its present stage, socialist emulation comes out with 
s?me new features. One of the peculiarities of socialist emula
tion ~f .t~e. recent years is its development in the form of 
mass m1tiatives, movements and actions which have made it 
more d:ynamic, more c?fnbative and more concrete. Irts centre 
of gra~ity has been shifted to the base, that is, it has become 
more hv·ely at the level ?f the '?asic production unit, the bTiga
de, workshop or enterprise, wh10h gives it a more marked mass 
character, because its value and effectiveness depend first of 
.all, on _its capacity to set the broad masses of workers and 
cadres m movement, to make the laggards advance and encou
rag~ the workers of middling capacity, who represent the 
mam force of production, to work ever better. In the context 
of development ?f socialist emulation, economic factors are 
ever be!ter combmed with moral and political elements thus 
envelopmg al~ ~ctivities of people at work and outside 'work. 
!he gene.ral aim ?f socialist emulation is to increase production 
m quantity and improve it in quality, raise work productivity 
and lower production costs, strengthen proletarian discipline 
at .~ork and solidarity among workers, encourage the innovative 
spirit to pr?duce as many new articles as possible, to construct 
new machmes and :?r~duction l~nes, new equipment and 
wor~~op~, protect socialist property, improve the training and 
qualification of workers, etc. 
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, The known principle of self-reliance has created a revolu
t~onary atmosphere of mobilizatio? and innovation. This prin
ciple repr~sents the very foundation of socialist emulation of 
all r~~olutlcinary initi.atives and mass movements and gives them 
a militant transformmg character which enables them to suc
ces~f~ll~ overcome the consequences of the imperialist and 
rev1s1omst blockade and the difficulties created by it for our 
country. 

. . Doubtless~y, the future will bring out new forms of so
c~alist emulation which will ensure an ever larger participa
tion of the masses and ever greater results at work. 
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The Labour Youth Union of Albania 

Th~ Albanian youth are organized in the Albanian Labou · 
Youth Union. This organization was founded on Novem 
23, 1941 under the name of the Communist Youth, only som 
days after the founding of the Communist Party. 

A letter of greeting addressed by Comrade Enver Hoxh 
to the Central Committee of the Communist Youth on behal 
of the Provisional Central Committee of the Communist Pa 
of Albania in November 1941, among other things, reads: «Th· 
Communist Party of Albania is confident that the Communis: 
Youth will be worthy of the trust our young Party has place . 
in it and will know how to carry out, in a revolutionary spirit; 
the lofty task it has been charged with, ... in indestructib1 .7 

unity of will and mind with the 'Party, that it will be able 
organize and lead in a revolutionary way the oppressed Al 
banian youth towards a brilliant future, towards its emancipa 
tion of the mediaeval chains of fascist slavery, and a new lif 
of progress, culture and joy.» 
. Under the Jeadership of the Party, the youth organiza, 

tion has played a very important role both in the war for th · 
liberation of the country and in the long and hard battle fo~ 
the construction of socialism. 

The youth stood in the forefront of anti-fascist demon-: 
strations, they were the first to swell the ranks of partis · 
detachments. Of 70,000 partisan fighters, 50,000 were young, 
people, and among them 6,000 girls. Most of the martyrs were. 

· young people. The_ heroic deeds of the young generation iri 
the course of the war remain immortal. The life and activity· 
of Qemal Stafa, Vojo Kushi, Misto Mame, Margarita Tutulani,' 
Zonja <;urre and many others now are part of the inestimable 
fund of revolutionary traditions of the Albanian people. 

The triumph of the revolution together with the achieve
ment of liib€rty and independence have set free immense crea
tive energies which lay dormant among the people and the 
youth. The Albanian youth saw boundless perspectives of· 
work, creativeness and progress being opened before them. · ; 

Since the establishment of the people's power, the new: 
generation has made a valuable contribution to the work for 
the building of socialism. Young workers today account for; 
more than 40 per cent of the working class, while in some • 
sectors and enterprises, they represent 75 per cent of the work 
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force. The same can be said of the countryside, where young 
rnen and women represent the most energetic and, at the 
same time, the most numerous force among the cooperativists. 

Aware of the fact that everything in this country is done 
to ensure them a happy future, the Albanian 1youth have 
always responded with enthusiasm and revolutionary ardour 
to the calls to contribute to the reconstruction of the country 
and the construct~on of socialism. In 1946, more than 4,000 
young people buJilt the Road of Youth t}l["ough th2 rocks 
of North Albania; more than 100,000 young volunteers worked 
for the construction of the first rail ways of the country - Du
rres-Tirana, Dulires-Peqin, and Peqin-Elbasan. A Httle later 
another 22,000 young volunteers were engaged in building the 
Road of the Light and the first big hydro-power statior:i 
of the country - the <~Karl Marx» hydro-power station on 
the Mat River. Thousands and thousands of young men and 
women flocked to the big building sites of the following five
year plans, working on the construction of doz,ens of factories, 
plants, etc. Youth brigades, animated by revolutionary optim
ism, climbed the mountains to open up new land. Within a 
short period of time, 40,000 young people tempered them
selves in this mass action. In 1967 and 1968, 85,000 young 
people took part in the construction of the Rrogozhina-Fier 
railroad and a new highway in the mountains of North Al
bania. Thousands of young men and women took part in the 
construction of the Elbasan-'Prrenjas-Guri i Kuq railroad which 
passes through broken terrain and a narrow river gorge, with 
original solutions of many technical problems, which would 
have been difficult to achieve even in countries superior to 
ours in technical me.ans and skilled labour force. Millions of 
cubic metres of rock and earth had to be shifted, dozens of 
bridges and viaducts built and many kilometres of tunnels 
pierced for the construction of this railroad. The Fier-Ballsh 
and the Lac;-Lezha railways are the work of the youth, too. 
Thousands of young volunteers were engaged in such great 
projects as the •«Light of the Party,, hydro-power station of 
Fierza, the «Steel of the Party,.,. metallurgical complex of 
Elbasan, etc. 

In March 1974; considering the brilliant example of hero
ism and selflessness set by our young people in their succes- . 
sive actions for the extension of the rail network of the 
country, and in particular for the construction of the Elbasan
Prrenjas-Guri i :Kuq railroad, the ,Presidium of the People's 
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Assembly of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania award-' 
ed the organization of the Lalbour Youth Union of Allbania·: 
the title of Hero of Socialist Labour. At present the mass1 
actions of the youth follow one another without interruption. 

These actions of the youth have not only an economic im
portance, but an educative, political and ideological importance'. 
as well. In the course of these actions, mouldy concepts are ' 
wiped out, the young generation is educated and armed with) 
the norms and qualities of communist morality. The actions ' 
of the youth have been turned into real schools for their 
revolutionary education and physical tempering. 

In the course of these actions young people do not. limit 
themselves to carrying out manual work only, but they also 
become good agitators who strive to transmit their knowledge 
to their brothers and sisters. In the struggle against the old 
and for the triumph of the new, they attack mouldy customs, . 
bury superstitions once and for good, do large-scale work for ' 
the clarification and complete emancipation of the Albanian 
young women in order to transform them into a colosal force : 
for the construction of the new society all over the country.' 
Besides construction work, the young volunteers carry out all.: , 
round political, cultural and sports activities as well as a mili
tary training, which makes theiir life at these mass actions 
ever more interesting and entertaining. 

While responding with great readiness and in a spirit of 
active mobilization to the calls to participate in mass actions 
on a national scale, the Albanian youth do not neglect other 
actions undertaken at their own working places, in agricultural 
cooperatives, schools, combines, factories, mines, etc., either. 

They represent a great force which increases yields in 
agriculture and productivity in industry, improves the quality 
of products and lowers production costs, spreads new methods 
of work, fights for utilization of internal reserves, takes an 
active part in the movement for discoveries and rationaliza
tions. And everywhere the Albanian youth distinguish them
selves by their revolutionary spirit. 

The devotion of the Albanian youth to the 1Party and the 
people's state power has its source in the fact that they have 
ensured them all their rights and fulfil all their needs. Every
thing achieved in the 1People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
belongs to the new generation. 

On the other hand, the Albanian youth, educated in the 
Marxist-Leninist ideology, have clear perspectives ahead of 
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them. They reject as alien to them all counter-revolutionary 
ideological trends which lead to the moral degeneration of 
the young, their corruption and tbemuS€ment, phenomena 
which are common to all the capitalist and revisionist coun-
tries of the world. 

The Women's Union of Albania 

The Anti-fascist Women"s Union of A~bania, today the 
Women's Union of Albania, was born and tempered in the he~t 
of the National Liberation War, when under the leadership 
of the Partly, the women of Albania rose in the str6ggle against 
the nazi-fasdst occupiers side by side their husbands, brothers 
and children. · 

At that epoch the Albanian people were faced with the 
urgent task of fighting for their liberty. The Women's ~ni?n 
of Albania while having this supreme task foremost m its 
program, aiso expressed the most ardent aspirations of women. 
As a result, it grew rapidly and became a large and powerful 
organization of the women's masses. . 

The first women's anti-fascist councils were s.et up im
mediately after the 1st National Liberation Con~erence 
which was held at 1Peza in September 1942, and to which the 
women sent their delegates. It was the first time they were 
represented to such historic meeti~gs of nation~l. importance, 

In April 1943 was formed in Tirana ~he Provision<;tl Cent_ral 
Council of the Anti-fascist Women's Umon of Albania, which 
started the publishing of its organ The Albanian W om~n. 
This organizati9n took part in the historic Congress of Per
met, held in May 1944, where women were also elected to 
the first supreme organs of self-government o_f the. country. 

On Novemlber 4, 1944, on the eve of the hberat10n of t?e 
country the Albanian Anti-fas·cist Women's Union held its 
first co~gress under the slogan -«For the comp~ete libe~ation 
of the Homeland, for a free, democratic peoples _Albania·~· 

The Women's Union of Albania is a democratic orgamza
tion which rallies the large women's masses in order to enab~e 
them under the leadership of the PLA, to carry on their 
activity in all fields for the strengthening o~ the social. and 
state regime of the People's Socialist Repubh~ of Albama. 

It cultivates among the masses of Albaman women the 
patriotism which has always characterized them, educates 
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them in a spirit of solidarity with all the progressive 
of the world, in struggle against imperialism and mode 
revisionism, for the affirmation of the rights of woman 
child. 

The Women's Union of Albania, concerned about 
active participation of women in the political, economic an 
social life of the country, about making them resolute fighte 
for the building of socialism in Albania, works incessantly fo' 
their ideological, cultural and professional education, tries t · 
eradicate from their consciousness all left-overs of fanaticism 
and prejudices inherited fr.om the regimes of the past, cul . 
tivates in them the socialist attitude towards work and socia • 
property, arfd strives to make them capable of leading th 
diverse sectors of activity in the life of the country. · 

The Women's Union of Albania takes particular care of 
the education of the young generation, assisting mothers to 
rear physically healthy children, affectionate and cultivated". 
dedicated to work, devoted to the country, to peace and friend
ship among the peoples. · 

The Women's Union of Albania plays a 
the struggle for the complete emancipation 
woman. 

Side by side with men 

The thrne K's (Kinder - children, Kirche - church and · 
Kilche - kitchen) are the three limits the German bourg'.2oisie: 
had set to the life of woman. Such limits to the free develop- ' 
ment of the personality of woman exist in all capitalist coun
tries and make her the slave of the home. 

The lot of the Albanian woman before Liberation differed · ·· 
from that of the woman of many other countries only in it .· 
that it was even worse. Her existence was made even gloomier 
by the combined effects of patriarchal domination, the feudal 
yoke and capitalist exploitation to which the disastrous con
sequences of five centuries of Ottoman rule were added. 

Women were deprived of the right of expressrion, they 
had no say in family matters and even less in social affairs. 
They lived secluded within the walls of their homes and in 
the regions where they worked, they came out only to s~rve 
as beasts of burden. Women and girls were not consulted 
even over questions they were mo.!t concerned about, such as 
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their betrothal or marriage. These matters, which had to do 
with the laws of prrivate property, were decided on the basis 
of private interest. The sale of girls, covertly or overtly, 
betrothals arranged between parents at the most tender age 
of those interested, and of course without asking for the 
subsequent consent of the girls, were the general rule. 

Neglected at home by their fathers, husbands and sons 
and, outside by the· whole society, women were reduced to 
ignorant creatures, physically handicapped and morally de
based. The law and t'.he custom, the state and religion had 
raised all sorts of barriers to keep them in a condition 0 1f 
slavery. 

1ln the course of dozens of centuries, the state and the 
law, ethics and religion, philosophy and art have been used 
by the exploiting classes to justify and perpetuate the enslave
ment of woman. At all times, statesmen and thinkers, socio
logists and theologiaru;, moralists and writers - all those 
influencing public opinion, have vied with each other i:q ~s
suing the most humiliating judgements on woman and trymg 
to justify the domination and superiority of man over her. 
Some of them base this ·alleged superiority of man on the 
physiological peculiarities otf the two sexes. «The natural 
weakness ·of woman's organism,» August Comte explained, 
..cis an eternal basis of inequality between the two sexes.» 
Some others consider «intellectual diversities» the source of 
this supposed inferiority. Others still explain this state of 
things with the history of development of science, philosophy 
and art. GI'eat scientists, philosophers and writers, they claim, 
have always and everywhere been men, which according to 
them would prove the eternal superiority of man over woman. 

In fact, the more profound causes of the domination of 
man over woman should be sought not in biological or psy
chological factors but in social factors, not in the Holy Writ 
but in the history of civilization. 

At the dawn of human society, when man had just begun 
to take his first steps, woman was a respected being, an 
active member of the social fabric. The legends of the proud 
amazons perhaps are an echo of this distant epoch in which 
women's work and thinking w~re held by the society in just 
as high regard as man's, if not more. This was the epoch of 
what was called the order of matriarchy, a stage all the 
peoples of the world have gone through. 

Then, after human society was divided into classes, one 
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finds everywhere the woman fettered, oppressed and exploited"· 
relegated to a secondary role in the affairs of society as well". 
as family. « ... Whether at the epoch of· the Gc!'eek civiliza- .·. 
~ion,» says Comrade Enver Hoxha, «Or the Roman civirlization;' 
m the Middle Ages or in the time of the Renaissance, or eV'en '' 
in modern times, in the refined contemporary bourgeois 
civilization, woman is the most enslaved and oppressed of 
human creatures, the most exploited and humiliated in all 
ways.» It is clear that the social factor, the emergence of· 
private ownersMp, is the basis on which woman's enslave
ment by man rests. «The aibolition of maternal right,» Engels.• 
pointed out, «Was the greatest defeat of the female sex in · 
history. Man took the reins of power in his hands, and woman : 
lost her respected positiort even in her own home, to become 
a servant, a slave of the whims of her husband, a simple 
means of reproduction. This humiliating position of woman, ·' 
whl.ich appears in all its nak•edness especially with the Greeks 
of the heroic epoch and, even more markedly, of the classic 
epoch, has been afterwards embellished with fine words and 
if, at places, it appears in more softened form, it is not less 
real.» 

The struggle for the emancipatJion of woman in Albania 
commenced as early as the first years of the National Libera
ti.ion War, when women todk to arms and, side by side with 
their brothers and husbands, fought for the liberation of the ' 
country and their own emancipation. The liberation of the 
country opened boundless perspecHves to the Albanian women 
in all f.ields of life. It enabled them to profit from all material 
and cultural values and enjoy, the same as men, all the rights 
and liberties of the cifizens of a socialist state. ' 

After Liberation, the people's state power abrogated the 
old laws which sanctioned the discrimination against woman. 
In the new legislation, woman is proclaimed the equal of 
man: she enjoys the same rights in all fields - pol'itical, 
economic, social, cultural, etc. 

But, as Lenin has pointed out more than once, «equality 
before the law does not yet mean equality in life». In order 
to. achieve equality in life, for the emaneipation of woman 
to be carried out in the conditions of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, two conditions must be met: elimination, on the 
one hand, of private property and capitalist exploitation and, 
on the other, participation of wom=in in production. The at
tainment of these objectives under the people's state power 
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represents the greatest victory achieved by woman on the road 
to her emancipation. With the suppression of private prnperty, 
it was made effoctively possible f.o'!' woman to enjoy all the 
liberties and rights proclaimed and legally guaranteed by the 
people's state power, which brought about a new conception of 
family, unknown to the bourgeoisie, a union founded on 
the purest sentiments and, at the same time, a relationship 
of complete freedom b€tween husband and wife and between 
parents and children. 

Abolition of private property and establishment of social 
ownership of the means of production, with the new conditions 
they created, favoured a large participation of women in pro
duction, indeed, made it absolutely necessary. As a result. 
the number of women has increased in all the branches of the 
economy without exception. In 1980 they accounted for 46 per 
cent of the total of workers as against 4 rper cent in 1938. In 
1980, 45 per cent of the working class were women and girls; 
in the sector of agriculture they made up 52 per cent of the 
members of agricultural cooperatives. 

Exercising their right to work, the Albanian women take · 
an active part in the creation of matierial and cultural values 
in all sectors of the life of the country. They also work in 
those branches of the economy which until then were con
sidered as reservied only to men. Through the apphcation of 
advanced technology in several production processes, manual 
work has been reduced considerably and the number of women 
employed in the sectors of mechanized production and con
struction has greatly increased. Likewise, in the countryside, 
women participate not only in all farm;ng activities, but also 
in i;he mechanized sectors. This shows a radical transformation 
in the consciousness of women, their awareness of the great 
political importance of their partic·ipation in work. In the 
assignment to various jobs only one distinction is made be
tween men and women: when a job may impair the health 
of woman as a mother. The Albani.an woman has exposed the 
myth of woman's incapacity of participating in social produc
tion. Many women today have become brilliant examples of 
work. The right to work in all sectors has enabled woman to 
occupy a position equal to man's in the economic, political 
and social life of the country. The socia1ist construction is 
a great school which sanctions the equality of the Albanian 
woman and causes men to see in them their close comrades 
and collaborators. Side by side with their menfol'k, the Al-
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bania.n women build factories, plants, new villag€s and towns, ~; 
contribute to the advancement of production, science, tech-. ' 
nology and culture, thereby occupying the pl.ace belonging to 
them in the society. 

The participation of women in social work has gone hand 
in hand with the raising of their level of education. In the 
first years following the Hberation of the country, their level 
of education and professional skill was very low. About 94 1 

per cent of them were illiterate and most of them had no skill · 
or profession. · 

'Today 52 per cent of pupils and 50 per cent of students 
are of the female sex. 

Thanks to these successes, women have become a great 
foDce in the political life of the country. Today women make 
up about 30 per cent of the party membership, and 33 to 46 
per c~nt of tJhose elecited to the People's Assemlbly, the people's 
councils, the Supreme Court and the mass organizations. 

Along with the constantly increasing mass character of 
the participation of women in the political life of the country 
one notices, especially in the recent years, increasingly more :' 
women in posts of responsability in various sectors of educa
tion and culture. Reactionary concepts about the «natural in
capacity of woman>>, her «inferiority» have been smashed 
everywhere today and public opinion is accustomed to consider 
not only the participation of women in the political and so
cial_ life, but also their leading work in important sectors, 
as m the order of things. 

With the creation of conditions of equality between 
husband and wife :in the family a great step forward was 
taken for the emancipation of the Albanian woman. The right 
to have their say on family matters has marked for thousands 
of women a major transformation of their condition and 
played an important political role by preparing them to avail 
themselves of their rights and assume their responsibilities 
as conscious socialist citi:zerns, fully and actively participating 
in sncial life. 

The law on marriage and divorce, the Family Code were 
issued in the fi:rst years of the people's ipower. All bourgeois 
laws which curtailed the rights of women were declared null 
and void. 
. By ~irtue of. the new, socialist law woi;nan enjoys equal 

nghts with man m regard to family property, she can freely 
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choose her profession and her residence; t~e union of the 
consorts rests entirely on mutual understandmg. 

The two consorts exercise equal parental rights. 
Civil marriage is the only recognized by law. . 
Finally, we must add that the Introduction to the Con~ti-

tution of the PSR of Albania reads that «In the unceasi_ng 
process of the revolution, the Albanian woman ~on equal_ity 
in all fields, became a great social force and is advancmg 
towards her . complete emancipation.» On the other hand, 
Article 41 of the Constitution stresses: 

«The woman enjoys equal rights with man in work, pa~, 
holidays, social security, education, in all social-political acti
vity, as well as in the family.» 



• 
Chapter four 

THE CLASS COMPOSITION OF ,SOC~ETY 

Prior to Lilb€ra ti on the Aba · . . i . ' 
full o! contrasts deriving fr ma~ s~ciety offered a picture, 
hand, a handful of rich and oZI1-s~cialdnequality. On the one, 
luxury, on the other the . _powe ul people led a life of' 
poverty, deprived of the maJO~Ityl of the population lived in 
de~ned to work for the ri~o~l et en;ien~ry rights and con- .. 
rulmg classes consisted of the f d 7~ir life. At that time, the) 
geoisie of town and countr ~ea andowners and the bour-. 
most numerous class· the y. k" peasantry represented the' 
small in numbers. ' wor mg class was still young and , 

:After Liberation, private owner.sh· 
duction, the main base of th ct· . . Ip of the means of pro-
g 

· t" e · IVISIOn of the · t . .. o~I~ Ic classes, was abolished and so_cie ~ mto anta-
plo,itmg ~la_sses were also li uidated' along with _it, the ex-~ 
ple s Socialist Republic of A~ . · ~ a re~ult, m the Peo- , 
and exploited was founded. ama a society without exploiters ., 

The Albanian socialist societ . 
of working people - the worke y IS composed of two classes ' 
the stratum of th'e people's . t r~_and t?e peasants, as well as 
these two classes. m e igents1a issued mainly from 

The working class 

In the achievement of th t 
revolution in A1bania at 11 t~ s rategic tasks of the socialist 
working class has affirme~ its:lfstages of its d~velopment, the 
of the revolution the class wh" has the essential motor force 
life of the count~. · Ic sets the tone to the whole 
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The Albanian working class, led by the ·Party of Labour 
of Albania, has temperoo itself in revolutionary battles. In 
a highly militant spirit, although still small in numbers, it 
engaged in the National Liberati'On War and, afte'I' Liberation, 
in the struggle for the development of the revolution and 
the construction of socialism. In the process of these battles, 
it has radically transformoo the country, built the economic 
base of socialism, liquidated the exploiting classes and the 
exploitation of man by man. It has transformoo itself in the 
process, has not only increased in number but also and above 
all tempered itself politically and ideologically, formed its 
class consciousness and enhanced its role as the leading class 
of the socialist society. 

After Liberation, the Albanian working class has ceased 
to exist as a class depriv,ed of the means of production, sell
ing its [abour and ,exploited by the capitalists. It has been 
transformed into an entirely new class, which wields the 
means of production jointly with the entire people and which 
now il'l liberated of all exploitation. It has socialist state 
property as its economic base. It is the vanguard class of 
the society, the leading force of the development of the 
latter. Hence it is to it that the leadership of the state 
in Albania appertains. In alliance with the worlking pea
santry, it plays an essential and decisive role in the so
cialist transformation of the country, Jn the ceaseless develop
ment of. our soc'ialist revolution. 

In the present stage of the work for the ,complete con-
struction of tlhe socialist society, when essential tasks remain 
to be carried out, such as perfecting of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, complete, construction of the material and tech
nical base of socialism, elimination of all the blemishes of the 
feudal and bourgeois society, and strengthening of the so
cialist society, and of communist morality for the formation of 
the new man of the sodalfst society, the working class, in 
alliance with tlhe oooperativist peasantry, pla1y:s a leading role, 
it is the pillar of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The growth iand development of the working class in the 
years of the people's state power, represents a great victory of 
historic importance. From the exploited ,and oppressed class 
comprising hardly 15,000 workers, most of them apprentices 
and craftsmen in the artisan and commercial sector, it was 
ip. the past, it lhas incessantly increased and numbers some 
hundreds of thousands in its ranks today, The working class 
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has grown in number, which has profoundly 
social structure of the whole population. . 

The working class has been transformed botlh quantita-:. 
tively and ·qualitatively. Today the overwhelming majority of\ 
workers are educated, cultivated and politically tempered.~ 
They have become specialists in advanced technology. At; 
present the dominant figure among the working class is the 
worker with at. least a medium education. · · 

Through a comprehensive system of schools and courses ~ 
the state is coping with the task of forming cadres of worki~' 
c~ss extraction. Dozens of thousands of workers today attend. 
diverse categories of evening &chools and higher institutes·: 
destined for working people. Dozens of thousands of workers 
have improved or are improving their technical and profes- . 
sional skills in qualification courses. A system of ideological ·. 
Marxist-<Leninist education of the working class is working 
for some years now. A vast network of cultural institutions .:. 
clubs, einemas, libraries, etc has also been created to wided .: 
the cultural horizon of workers. ? 

The raising of the level of education and technical and· 
professional skills has stimulated the creative thinking of the 
working c1<:8s. ~ a result, hundreds of thousands of proposals '. 
have, especially m the rec€nt years, been made by the working 
class for the rationalization of production, the improvement 
of the socialist organization of work, the construction of ma'" 
chinery and equipment, the mechanization of more toilsome 
operations,. the production of new articles, the setting up of 
new production lines and workshops tlhrough a more rational 
exploitation of the internal resources of enterprises all of· 
which is aimed to prevent an excessive burdening' of the 
state budget, to strengthen the savings regime, ietc. Thanks 
to the persistent work of the wo~king class, most of these 
proposals have been applied and brought the national economy 
considerable profit. The movement of innovators and rationa
lizers, w1hich today compr.ises dozens of thousands of workers 
and specialists, has become a ver!y important factor, which 
~as allowed ~o cut do:vn on imports and increase exports, to 
fmd. appropriate solutions to many problems concerning pro
duction, the management of the economy and the socialist 
organization of work. · 

The ~umeri~a~ incr~e. of the working class, the develop
ment of :ts pollt1cal activity and the upflit of its cultural 
and techmcal level have ,strengthened the dictators!hip of the 
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proletariat, consolidated the leading role of the working class, 
the monolithic alliance of the working class with the peas
antry. 

The working class of Albania is the main force for the 
dev·elopment and deepening of the ideological and cultural 
revolution; it has waged the dass struggle in the correct, 
Marxist-,L€ninist road, aimed, above all, against manifestations 
of bureaucracy for deepening the line of the masses and pro
moting the revolutionary class education of working people. 
In the class struggle waged against all manifesta'tions of a 
conservative or liberal character, against the influence of 
bourgeois aind revisionist ideologies, . our working cla-Ss has 
stood in the forefront of this struggle, leads it and, by its 
example, by encouraging and inspiring the other working peo
ple of town and countryside, makes a major contribution 
to it. 

In the 1PSR of Albania, the working class, the champion 
of the great ideals of socialism and communism, is the more 
revolutionary and more progressive part of the society. It is 
the main force, the backbone of the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. 

The best representatives of the working class are elected 
to the leading organs of the Party, of the state power and 
mass organiziations. Many managers and executives have come 
from the ranks of the working class. The ·cadres of the Al
ba!Ilian People's Army are in their great majority sons of the 
working class. Workers coming directly from production are 
more and more being integrated into the organs of the state, 
the economy, education, culture, etc. 

The working class has. its say on all major ideological, 
political, economic and s<>cial problems. It leads broad political 
campaigns for electing the organs of the people's state power, 
puts forth its candidatures, and gives its vote for its finest 
sons and daughters. The directives of five-year plans are 
always submitted to broad discussion by the working class. 
With its proposals and suggestions, it takes a direct part in 
the plaruning of the national econ<>my. 

The lofty mission dev<>lving on the working class in t!he 
construction of socialism and communism and the role it plays 
in this field impose on it the duty of exercising its control 
over all the period of the dictatorship of the proletariat, a 
period of ceaseless development of the class struggle in aU 
fields, on a national and internationai scale. 

11 - fl.7 A 
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Control by the working class 

The control exercised by the working class is inseparalble; 
from its leading ro[e and the role of its Party in the entire. 
life of the country. Immediately following the establislhment, 
of the people's state power, when it was still small in number, 
and had not yet attained the ideological and political level it has.· 
today, the working class exercised its control and its leading: 
functions mainly through its Party and state, which, in the 
final analysis, boiled. down to a control by the working class; 
itself, as this control was exercised on its behalf and in its' 
interest. aut at the same time the working dass also exercised·. 
in various forms its direct control, which it has constantly·· 
strengthened and improved. 1 

Worker control has developed and strengthened in the', 
course of the successive stages of the socialist development 
of the country. In the present conditions it is going through• 
a new development and rising to a ihigher level. ·•·.· 

Direct control by the working class is a conscious activity.:, 
of the latter, a form of its participation in the solution of: 
problems of socialist construction, a vivid manifestation od 
proletarian democracy in ~ction, a weapon of the struggle '' 
against bureaucracy and: bourgeois and petty-bourgeois left- · 
overs in the consciousness of people. It is a movement in 
which the ideological influence of the WoTking class makes ; 
itself felt on the other strata of the working people, as well , 
as a very effective form of education of the workers them-,, 
selves in the class spirit. 

Control by the working class is a permanent method. 
whereby the working class carries out its leading role in the · 
system of the dictatorship of the proletariat over the period · 
of construction of sociafism and commun1sm, and this control 
will continue as long as manifestations of bureaucracy and 
ideologies alien to socialism continue to exist. The main tar
gets of the struggle of the working class are bureaucracy and ', 
differ-ent left-overs of the old ideology in the iconsciousness of . 
people. Worker control is one of the surest meams wielded · 
by the working class to keep tlhe dictatorship of the proletariat 
in its hands and to ensure the carrying out of the line and 
program of it:s party. It is not a simple process of ·~control» 
but a component of the revolutionary ideology and practice, a 
process of struggle for the application of the line of the Party. 
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The struggle against bureaucracy, against conceptions and 
actions alien and hostile to socialism, opposed to the vital 
interests of the masses and socia'lism and weakening, no mat
ter how sl'ightly, the dictatorship of tihe proletariat, impose 
on the working class the duty of exercising its control. 

The revolutionization of the whole life of the country, as 
Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, cannot be carried out without 
the .incessant enhancement of the leading role of tihe working 
class; "ttithout it:s control being established and deepened 
under all circumstances, everywhere and on everybody and 
everything. This is a sure guarantee for the successful and 
ceaseless development of the sociaHst revolution to bar the 
road to all possibility of revisionist and bourgeois degenera
tion. Here, direct control by the working dass is an objective 
necessity. 

The working class exercises its control in three main 
forms: from above - in the form of contrO'l by the 1Party and 
'the state; from below - in the form of dil'ect control by the 
working class on the activity of administration, and parallel -
in the form of mutual control, as practised by the workers 
and other working people. These three forms serve the same 
aim. That i.s why they are not on~y in perfect unity between 
them, but also im.tertwined, relying ,on and completing each 
other. 

State control, which is exercised from above on the ac
tivity of all and everybody, is in its essence control by the 
working class for it is carried out by the organs of its dic
tatorship, on its behalf and in its interest. A:ll underestimation 
of this control weakens in fact the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. Thus the working class .itself in the PISR of Albania 
not only demands that this control be strengthened and per
fected, but also that it be given all possible assistance. 

State control in Albania is not merely a function incum
bent only opon the supervisors and inspectors specialized in 
state economic and financi;:tl control. 1State eontrol is exercised 
by everybody occupying a post of responsibility in state and 
economic organs within the limits of his competences, especial
ly by people elected to these organs by the masses. Everyone 
charged with the exercise of state control has also the duty 
to submit its own activity to the control by the working 
class; so he controls but is at the same time controlled by 
th'e working class, by the working masses, as well as by the 
superior state ovgans, or his direct superior. 
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Party and state control is, in the final analysis, worker'. 
control, but it can by IUO means replace direct control lby the 
working class. Direct control by the working class means 
direct participation of workers in the solution of political, 
economic, cultural, social and other problems inside and out- ' 
side the enterprise:, in the whole life of the country. By means, 
of this control the working class makes its influence felt on, 
the people's in1Jelligentsia, the cooperativist peasantry, the, 
youth, and the administrative apparatus for the elimination of; 
all the blemishes of the old society and the implantation of . 
the proletarian ideology and morality. Direct control by the , 
woriking class in all spheres of people's activity is absolutely 
necessary for the preservation of the purity of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and its constant strengthening. 

Today d:Lrect control by the woriking olass has a mass ' 
character and is multi-form; it has ibeen raised to a new, higher.' 
degree. It has been transformed into a powerlul movement'' 
from below aimed at discovering ways and means for t!he • 
working class to exercise its supervision directly and every-', 
where, on everybody and everything. Worker control is on: 
constant ascent and being transformed from a narrow control· 
through groups and commissions into a la:rger and more mas
sive control, going over from petty problems to more impor- i 
tant problems, from action within the €l1terprise to action : 
outside it, from the practice of simple campaigns to a m?re : 
systematic activity, from the mere establishment of facts to. 
more active action for resolving problems, ~rom a control . 
circumscribed within offices to public confr.ontations and ' 
debate, from an action organized and inspiroo from above to: 
an action carried out on the initiative of the working class . 
itself. 

Worker control is exercised in the first place within each .: 
enterprisie, on all its activity, from that of t!he director to : 
that of the less skilled worker. The workers work out the, 
plan of production, control its execution, promote the uninter- : 
rupted revolutionization of production. At trade-union meet
ings the director of the enterprise render.s account from time 
to tim~ before the workers on various problems which have 
to be sdlved for work to make progress. At the enterprise, 0 

t!he worker is not a mere pa1r of hands, he is above all a 
political man interested in t!he success of work, and not only 
in questions of an economic order, but in all politica[, ideo
logical, cultural aBd social problems; he is not interested in 
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trifles but in the fundamental problems of work; he does not 
confi~e himself to detecting shortcomings and failures, but 
sees to it that everything is remedi•ed on time. . . . 

On the other hand the working class does not hmi t its 
activity within the wall~ of the enterprise. It does not consider 
its role of leadership and control as limited to proJ:>lems of 
production, w!hi~h would mean sliding i~t? ec~n?mism; ~ut 
extends its operation to all spheres of activity, givmg priority 
to politics. It sees to it that works goes on well .ev~rywhere, 
that its spirit prevails ewrywhere, that the whole hf.e of the 
coun~ is pervaded by the Marxis!-Leninist ideology, the 
ideology of its Party. This is best ac~1eved thro~~h the large
scale participation of tfue workers m the :1cti:vity of state 
organs, political, social aru:l cultural orgamz~tions; through 
their active participation in broad pop~l~r disc_uss10n~, con
ferences, consultations, meetings, scientific sess10ns, literary 
and artistic conventions, inquires, etc. . . . 

Thanks to its experience, the working class lends a~ im
portant, effective and concrete support to the peasantry for 
the organization of control from below. Hence,. as. the cla~ 
in power, it exercises its control on the countryside, too. !~is 
control is a. means of socialist education of the cooperati':'1st 
peasantry, serving to strengthen the. alliance of the work1:1g 
class w'ith the working pea.siantry, to reduc~ tfue es&enti~ 
distinctions between the city and the countrysiO:e, to consol~
date cooperativist democracy ev:en more: This control is 
exercised in a spirit of oomradesh1p and with the broad par
ticipat'ion of the mass of cooperativists. Practice has produ~;ed 
>nany forms of direct action and c~ntrol by the working 
class in the countryside. Let us mention, ~mong. <;>thers, ~he 
contribution of the workers who hatve their families or live 
themselves in the countryside, the cooperation betw~n work 
and production centres, on the one hand, and agricultural 
cooperatives, on the other, the ~en~ing of w:orkers and ca~lres 
to the countryside for a certam time, Vanous mass act10ns 
and campaigns, etc. 

The working class plays an equally maJjo~ rol: in the 
field of education and culture. Worker control m this sector 
assumes great importance for th~ educati~m of. the pec;>ple's 
intelligentsia, for the struggle agamst mamf.estations of ~n_tel
lectualism, technocratisrn, place-seeking and mea~ ambiti~m, 
which are alien to the spirit of socialism, so that its creat~ve 
activity and work be pervaded by the ideology of the working 
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class, the line of the IP.arty. But th'is control also serves to 
make the cadres and the intelligentsia even more aware of the 
fact t_hat it is t~ working class tlhat is in power in Albania, 
that is the le~dmg force in the system of the dictatorship 
of the proletanat, to make them even more conscious of their 
role a~d _Place in the service of the working class, of the cause 
of socialism and the revolution. 

~irect control ·by t!he working <ilass becomes tihe more 
effective by the fa.ct that the latter is becoming ever bet~ 
awai~e that the streng~hening of .th~ dictatorship of the pro
le~ar:at,. the construct10n of sociahsm and communism, the 
el!mmat10n of the danger of the emergence of revisionism 
and restoir~tion of capitalism depend, in the final analysis, 
on the leadmg role it plays in tihe society. 

One of t!he features ·of worker control is that it knows 
no H.m~ts and is rexercised over everybody and everything, 

_ that it is therefore V'ery ~ompreh~n~ive. ~11 without exception , 
- cadres, organs, councils, admmist1rations commissions or 
wonkers, are subject to direct control by the wor'king ~lass< 
because nobody, whether a leading cadre civil servant· en
gine~r, technician,. s·quad leader, teacher, ~rlist, worker, 'com- ·. 
mu?ist, or otheT, .is immune against bourgeois or petty-hour- .· 
gems [eft-overs. So the idea that worker control is exercised 
over eve~ybody by the working class as a whole and not by . 
some of its members alone, even over the workers themselves 
and t~at i~ pr~ceeds from the ideology of the working class: 
from its vital mterests, is best expressed. 

AH these forms of action illustrate the great and de
cisive. vanguard role played by the working class in Albania. 
C~ns~10us of its hisboric mission, the working class tries to 
raise r'.-5 ~evel of pol~tical an? ~deological formation ever higher, 
to ass1m1late ·~arx1sm-Lemmsm, the decisions of the Party 
an<l the teaahmgs of Comrade 1Enver Hoxha ever· bett,er to 
~mbue itsel.f with t~e class ideology ever more deeply, to r~ise . 
its rev:olutionary vigour and boldness. «Our working class,» . 
says Comrade Enver Hoxha, ·«is in command and it has all 
the m.eans a~d. all the possibilities to build a classless society, 
to build socialism and communism. But to be able to carry 
out these tasks, it must first temper itself, and then temper 
the masses according to its example ... 
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The cooperativist peasantry 

Before Liberation the peasantry made up the overwhelm
ing majority of :the Albanian population. Certainly, it was 
backward culturally but it preserved valuable revolutionary 
traditions, which it had created during its ceaseless struggle 
for freedom and 1and, against the oppression and exploitation 
by the feudal landlords, the merchants, the money-lenders, 
during its struggle against the former anti-popular regimes 
and, above all;' the foreign oppressors. Hence, it became 
an essential source and the armed force of tihe National 
Liberation War, the. surest support of the working class 
and the Communist Party of Albania, displaying a lofty 
patriotism and heroism in the course of the struggle for 
liberation. Only the rich peasantry and the village notables, 
in the hope of presffving their privileges, linked themselves 
with the traitor organizations of the bourgeoisie and landlords 
and the foreign invaders, becoming their main support in 
the countryside. 

After Liberation, the peasantry, which until then had 
been a class of dispersed small producers based on private 
property, lindividual labour and primitive means of work, 
a class exploited by the beys, aghas, kulaks, merchants and 
money-lenders, transformed itself into an entirely new class. 
The peasantry in Albania •is free of exploitation, its work and 
resouTces rest on cooperativist social property, collective 
labour and advanced means of work. In close alliance 
with the working class and under its leadership, the worlking 
peasantry takes an active part in the govern[ng of t:he 
socialist state. , 

The establishment of the people's state pDwer in Albania 
bias put an end to the exploitation of the countryside by 
the town, to t'he slkinning of the peasantry iby the exploiting 
classes. The town, once the centre of exploitation of the 
peasantry, has become today a centre of economic, political 
and cultural assistance for tihe countryside. The powerful 
assistance the town has given the peasantry to liquidate 
the beys, aghas and kulaks, as well as the tractors and 
other farming machines it has systematically equipped the 
agricultural cooperatives with, have strengthened the alliance 
of the peasantry with the working class, its friendship with 
it. 



168 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

Thanks to the socialist town, ·the countryside has been' 
p~ovided .wrnh new and P?Werful imeans. The links of industry 
with ~gnculture are being strengthened from day to day .. 
There is. no trace of the f:ormer mistrust, indeed hostilit'y the.: 
countryside nurtured agam:st the town. The interests of the: 
work-ers ai:d peasants converge on one common goal -'- the· 
strength~ming of the socialist regime and the construction of~ 
socialism. 

The new working conditions created in agdcultural coo
peratives,. which are big socialist enterprises, have brought 
about rad1aal transformations in the countryside. The darkness ( 
a?d ignorance which reigned in the villages in ·the past were -' 
dispe~led for good. Today all the peasant youth have at least. 
a? . eight-Y_ea.r education, with all young ·peasants having : 
finished middle or higher schools. 

The completion of collectivization as well as the uninter
rupted development and strengthening of the cooperativist 
system have created new social and material conditions which .·. 
have, in turn, brought about the transformation of the cons
ciousness of the peasantry. The feeling of collective property 
and !abour, that is the spirit of socialist collectivity, has 
g~rminat~d and grnwn strong. The peasant, who formerly 
pinne~ his hopes on his individual property and work, now 
sees his future only in collective property and work. If at the 
mome~t of the setting up of the cooperative the peasa~ tried 
to retain as much land as possible in his individual possession, 
~ubsequently he redueed his indiv,iduial plot to the minimum; 
~n the future, whe~ he is fuilly convinced that common property ~ 
is capable of meeting all his needs, he will give it up alto
gether of his own free will. If, even yesterday, it dedicated 
a good part of his attention and effort to his own individual 
plot, today he devotes himself entirely to common property. 
The same process took place in regard to the livestock raised 
by the coopedtivists in their individual stables. The rfeeling 
of socialist collectivity is more and more pervading the -cons
ciousness of the cooperativists according to the principle «All 
for one, one for all». The revolutionary movement of tihe 
~oopern.tivists of the plains to assist their fellow cooperativists 
m the remote mountain regions with cadres and materials, 
as well as the voluntary exchange of workers for several 
months between the cooperatives of the North and those 
of the South, were best evidence of this moral evolution. The 
formation of new concepts is reflected in several fields of 
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the everyday life and activity of tfh.e cooperativists, such 
as education, culture, health service, way of life, social 
problems, communal services, ~t~ .. !he collectiviz~t~on . of 
agriculture has created large poss1b1ht.ies for the partic1pat10n 
of woman in social production and paved the road for her 
economic and social emancipation in society and family. 
In this way, an uninterrupted revolution goes on in the 
consciousness of the Albanian· peasants. 

On the basis of the successes achieved, new tasks are 
posed: that of the ever deeper revolutionization of ~ro~uct~on 
and education, with the aim of reducing and then llqmdatmg 
altogether the essential distinctions between the town and the 
countryside, between industry and agriculture! betw~? t~e 
working class and the peasantry, as well as i71>equahties m 
the development of the cooperatives of the plams and those 
of the mountains; that of deepening the ideological and cul
tural revolution by promoting revolutionary movements, 
developing internal democracy and impleme~ting the line 
of the masses, stepping up the struggle against backward 
customs, religious beliefs, . ·conservatism, bureaucracy, et~, 
and stepping up the process of socialization of the domestic 
economy. 

The completion of electrification in 1971, which is ac
compained with the spread -0f the radio and television to the 
remotest villages, as well as the utilization of electric appli
ances in the process of production and in the domestic eco:iomy, 
the further revolutionization of the school, the extension of 
the road and telephone networik to the remotest villages, etc. 
have given a vigorous impulse to the improvement of .the 
material and socio-cultural life in the socialist countryside. 
It is characteristic of the present situation in Albania that 
both the peasants of the plains and those of the mountains, 
those who were the first to join the cooperatives and those 
who did it later are marching side by side on the same road. 
Here must be stressed the great advance made in this direc
tion by the ·cooperatives of the remote mountain areas, where 
the fight against the feeling of private . property and the 
liquidation of the economic and socio-cultural backwar~ne~s 
are relatively more rapid than in the other areas. This is 
explained by the fact that collectivization in these areas h~s 
been realized in particular, and far more favourable, condi
tions. 

Thus the activity of the people's power, the assistance of 
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the town and the working class, the setting up of large social. 
ist farms are constantly changing the face of our eountrysid, 
and the mentality of the cooperativist peasantry. ' 

The unbreakable alliance of the working 
class with the peasantry 

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry i 
a particular form of collaboration between the working cla , 
and the peasantry, under the leadership of the working class~ 
an alliance forg~d in the National Liberation War and the 
struggle for sodtal emancipation and the construction of social .. 
ism and communism in Albania. It is the foundation on which· 
the people's state power rests. . 

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry 
is the supreme principle of the dictators4ip of the proletariat 
The fundamental interests of the working class coincide fully' 
with those of the peasantry - both the one and the otherl 
are interested in the disappearance ·Of exploitation and the 
construction of the socialist society. This is the foundation of 
their alliance. 

The leading role in this alliance befongs to the working 
class. The working class, with its party and its ideology, is 
in a position to lead the whole 1if.e of ·the country, is just. 
as interested as the peasantry in reducing the distinction.!( 
between the town and the countryside, in establishing socialist, 
relations in the countryside and perfecting them further,: 
strengthening even more the fraternal friendship uniting these,, 
two classes. • 

The establishment of a correct relationship between the ; 
respective roles of the working class and the labouring peas
antry is a question of fundamental importance for the, 
triumph of the revolution and socialism. 

The measures taken by the peop[e's power for the. 
development of the countryside have brought the peasantry 
to consider the dictatorship of the proletariat its own state· 
power, because it is .fue first stiate power which has fulfilled 
its aspirations and centuries-old dreams, which has given 
it the land and liberty, has pulled it out of misery and 
backwardness and guaranteed its rapid progress in all fields, 
on the road to socialism. 
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To· the aid given by the working class and to its concer:i 
for the overall developm<:mt of the countryside, the cooperati
vist peasantry has responded by mobilizing itself eve: better 
at work and constantly increasing agricultural and livestock 
yields, thus ever better fulfilling the needs of the workers 
and industry for these products. . . 

This has had its effect on the ever increasing streng
thening of the aUiance of the peasantry wi~~ the wo:king class 
and the establishment of a powerful militant unity a.n? a 
community of interests between them. The total collectiviza
tion of agriculture and the great work done for the stre:igthen
ing of cooperatives, for the rapid development of agr~culture 
and the countryside in general,· under the slogan «Agriculture 
is . the concern of all», have given a new ~ontent to . the 
relations between the· town and the countrysid~ and raised 
these relations to a higher degree. In these circumstances, 
more favourable conditions have been cr·eated for ~he work
ing class to give larger and more all-round assis~ance to 
the countryside. The working ~lass, not o:ily t~rough its ~tate, 
but also directly, as the leading class, is a.c~1vely. contr1~ut
ing to the solution of problems of a political: ~deological, 
economic and cultural order, proper ·of the socialist system 
and regarding the countryside. . 

The movement to assist the countryside has taken ma:iy 
forms. One of them is that of the workers going voluntar.1ly 
to the remotest mountain regions in order to wor~ and. live 
there with the peasants. With their examp:e ai:d their attitude 
towards work they implai;it the pr~letanan ideol?~Y among 
the peasants, combat petty-bourgeois, feudal, religious, and 
patriarchal concepts, thus introducii:ig a new style of work and 
a new way of life into these relatively back~ard areas. 

The strengthening of agricultural cooperatives, the expan
sion of their production, the social and cultural development 
of the countryside, the ~assivc int.rod1:1ction ?f elements of 
the ur'ban way of life, like electric light, cinematography, 
hearths of culture, shops, public services, small workshops, 
etc. into the rurail areas have g1reatly increased the need for · 
specialists in the countryside. In this direction too, the cl~ss 
solidarity of the working class with. th~, peasantry, and its 
assistance to the peasantry are very significant. Many coope
rativists have been welcome guests to thousands of workers 
of the town, where they have stayed two or th:e~ months 
to learn the skills of electricians, tailors, turners, ·Joiners, etc. 
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The actions of the working ·class to come to the assistance· 
of agricultural cooperatives during major seasonal campaigns 
have, in particular, a marked mass character. Dozens of 
thqusands of town workers go to agricultural cooperatives 
and, side by side with the cooperativists, work in the fields -- • 
reaping, threshing, as well as opening up new land, bui'lding .,, 
irrigation systems, etc. while their comrades, who have.: 
remained in the factories or offices, charg.e themselves to , 
complete their tasks. · 

The s·cope of activity of the working class in the coun
tryside is very broad. A broad ideological struggle is waged· 
there against individualism to strengthen collective property. • 
to create a socialist revolutionary attitude towards work. An 
active struggle is also waged against left-overs of vatn beliefs ·· 
and backward customs to inculcate and consolidate the Marx
ist-Leninist world outlook, to bring about the adoption of new 
socialist habits conforming to our time, to ensure the complete , 
emancipation of woman, etc. Going to the countryside, the · 
workers take an active part in the ideological struggle through 
the revoluti(Jlnary example, vigour, initiative, spirit, and hero-'. 
ism of their class and its lofty moral qua'lities. ..., ' 

All these forms of action have still more :strengthened •• 
the alliance of the working class with the cooperativist pea- · 
santry, thus consolidating the political base of the people's , 
state 1power. 

The alliance of the working class with the peasantry is 
sanctioned in the new Constitution of the PSR of Albania. 
The introduction to this Constitution reads: «In socialist Al
bania, the working dass is the leading class of the state and 
the society. New relations of mutual assistance and coopera
tion have been established between the two friendly classes 
of our society - the working class and the cooperativist peas
antry, as well as tthe stratum of the people's intelligentsia.» 

Article 2 of the Constitution reads: 
«The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is a ~tate -Of 

the dictatorship of the proletariat, which expresses and de
fends the interests of all the working people. 

«The People's Socialist Repuiblic of Mbania is based on 
the unity of the people round the Party of Labour of Albania 
and it has as its foundation the alliance of the working dass 
with the cooperativist peasantry under the leadership of the 
working dass.» 
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The people's intelligentsia 

The intelligentsia in Albania d~s not constitute a cl~ 
apart. In fa.ct, most of it is derived directly from the work'ymg 
class and the labouring peasantry and d<;>es n?t occup a 
place apart in social production. Before Llberatw~, most ~! 
the fow existing intellectuals were in the service of t 
ruling classes to help them enrich themselves and strengt~en 
their hold over the state. And this c~mld not be otherwise, 
as the overwhelmi,ng majority of the mteUectuals came from 
the ruling classes of the country. . . . 

·The peoiple'·s revolution divided the intelligentsia into 
two camps: a num'ber of intellectuals lined . themselv•es up 
with the foreign occupiers and the loc~ traitors, b~t the~r 
overwhelming majority joined the wonkmg people m t~eir 
difficult struggle for the liberation of the country, and t en 
for the construction of socialism. . . . . 

H r this part of the former mtelhgentsiia which oweve , 11 · ally 
chose the road of the revolution was very sma num7nc · 
For the tasks of the building of the country. to _be carn~d oµt, 
a new people's intelligentsia, an army of .scientists, engineers, 
chemists teachers, writers, artists, etc~ had to be. created. And 
it was precisely this intelligentsia that the w~rkmg cl~~s and 
the coo erativist peasantry produced from th~i~ ranks.' it was 
educat! b'y the Party ii;i a .revolutionary spmt .and it neve~ 
ceased to make its contribution to the cause of the construe 
ti on of the new society. . 

The revolutionary intelligentsia does not know of expl~ita
t' ·t serves the working people, the cause of sociahs1:11, 
a~:· a:l the possibilities have been created for it to apply its 
knowledge profita'bly. . . . . · · 

The people's state· power has giv·en prunary importance 
to the formation of cadres. In 1939 Albania had .only _380 
cadres of higher training and about 2,000 cadres of medium 
training of which 1 600 teachers, while today there are 4?,500 
cadres df high~r and 131,500 cadr·es of medium and pro~ess10n~l 
t · · g and hi'gher trainin. g come out of the Al'baman um-ra1nin , . . d t · t · 
versities each year. Our ~nstitutes o~ higher e uca ion ram 
cadres of different branches, according to the needs of the 

country. 1 h b' t f h'gh The intelligentsia has always been t e o Jec · o i · 
appreciation in Albania. It play!" an important role in the 
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successful development of the process of the complete con-. 
struction of socialist society. Without its participation, this, 
process cannot be carried forward successfully. Its world out
look, its objectives and its interests determine its links with 
the wonking class and the labouring peasantry. 

Still, if the people's intelligentsia is the intelligentsia of 
a socialist society, it is not immune against the influences., 
of t~e bourgeoi.s ideology. These influences threaten to engen
der ~ntellectuahst concepts and stands, which may be expres-1 
sed m the tendency of the intellectual to isolate himself from: 
the masses, to separate theory from practice, from life, from. 
the problems of the construction of socialism, to overlook the 
role and experience of the masses, to overestimate the role 
of intellectual work and those who devote thems·elv·es to it an : 
to look down on manual work and those engaged in it. Thus.· 
in t?e '~eople's Socialist Republic of Albania, particular at-' 
tent10n is devoted to the education and moulding of the peo- . 
ple's intelligentsia. ' 

In the crucible of work 

One of the more important aspects of the socialist rela- · 
tions of production is the establishment of a correct relation- " 
ship between leaders and mases in all the fields of life and , 
activity. 

Historical expe~ience and .ev~ryda'y practice have clearly 
demons~r~ted that m the capitalist society the existence of 
contrad10tion~ between the working masses, on the one hand, 
and the leadmg cadres, on the other is inevitable· but this 
~ontradiction exists in the socialist so~iety as well. But while 
m the capitalist society this contradiction assumes an anta- ; 
gonistic character, it is a ·contradiction in the ranks of the 
people, for the cadres serve the interests of the working 
masses, and the relationship between cadres and masses is 
built on the 'basis of friendly and fraternal collaboration and 
not on the basis of exploitation, as in the capitaHst society. 
~t must be stressed, however, that even in the socialist order 
if the contradiction between the cadres and the ~asses is not 
resolved on the co~c~ road, it ~r~nsforms itserf ineluctably 
from a non-ant.agonrntic contrad1cfaon in the ranks of the 
people into an antagonistic, hostile, irreductible contradiction 
and the cadres begin to oppose themselves to th~ masses t~ 
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oppose themselves to their interests, turning gradually into 
exploiters of the latter, and thereby the socialist rel~tions of 
production are turned into 7elations. be~ween e:-:plo1ters. an.d 
exploiited, in other words, i:i~o ~1tahst .relations. This is 
what is occurring in the rev1S'1omst countnes today .. 

A whole number of measures has been taken m order 
to prevent the bureaucr~tization of the intellig~ntsia. Such 
are, among others, rotation of cadres from leadung posts. to 
the ba&e, and from administration to production, and ~1ce
versa, promotion of many production . workers, espec1a.ll'y 
elements from the working class, to leadmg organs, low~r~ng 
of higher wages and harmonization of the sta~dlard of 1Iv1.ng 
of the cadres with that of the masses, deepemng of the lme 
of the masses in the distribution of cadres, strengthening of. 
the Marxist-Leninist ideo-political education of the cadres and 
the struggle ag1ainst manifestations of technocratism, etc. 
Meanwhile, the main measure which prevents the cadres fr?m 
isolating themselv€s from the masses, from counter-posing 
themselves to them from transforming themselves from the 
servants of the pe~ple, as they should be, into their rulers, 
consists in their direct participation in productiOn work. 

In the People's Socialist Republic .°'f ~bania, regu.lar 
participation, to a determined de%~ee, I~ direct production 
work .of all the cadres of the admm1strat10n, of the state ap
paratus and organs, the economy, the 1Party, and social orga
nizations, of the army, state enterprises and agricultural co
operatives, and the intelligentsia, with the exceptio1:1 of th~se 
aged or impaired by their state of heal~h o~ physically ~1s
abled has been raised tu a norm of social life. When domg 
physi~l work, the brigade or section leader, ·the 'engineer or 
director the accountant or the manager, whoever they may 
be, work side b'y side with the workers, and do not distinguish 
themselves from them. 

A number of important initiatives have be'en taken in 
this direction by the .cadres and the intelligentsia. They have 
rniet with broad support all over the country and have been 
transformed into a powerful revolutionary mass movement. 

.«These commendable initiatives,» says Con:r~de 
Enver Hoxha, <<proceed from a high ideological and political 
awareness, because those who take them up .and carry them 
out merge with the masses, reduce the gap. be.tween mental 
and manual work ... These initiatives revolut10mze ev•en more 
concepts on leading work, establish norms of .a profound 
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revolutionary Marxist--Leninist cont,ent on these questions ..• 
:<The cadres must roll up their sleeves and dirty fo.eir sh ·· 
m order to see not only from above but also from below th 
problems, needs and tasks of everybody, in order to sha~ ·· 
off an 'left-overs of bureaucracy, all presumption and a . 
rogance, the malady of commandeering and !favouritism, whi 
more often affoct those who, vested with power, think of the 
selves. as ?ei:1g the only ones capable of creating everythin 
\:IS bemg. i?d~pensable for the progress of woirk.» 
. ~articipation of the leading cadres and all the intellectua 
i~ direct .production work repres-ents an aspect of our soci · 
hfe of high value of principle, of vital importance for th 
oause of socialism. . 

'.Participation . of the intelligentsia in production wor 
se~ves the . e~tabhsh~ent,. defence and perfectioning of ge · 
numely s?01ah~t relat10ns m our society, the creation of a cor. 
:ect I'elat10nsh1p between leading cadres and the broad work 
mg mass.e~ of. the town and the countryside. . 

1Pa~ticipat10n of the leading cadres and intellectuals i 
product10n w~tk rep~esents an important problem of pFincipl 
also be~a~se it ~ontnbutes to the strengthening of the mora 
and P?hhcal uz:it:y of ~he people in the struggle for the con
struction of ~ociahsm; it prevents discrepancies betw€en theo.: 
ry and practice and is a new, concrete and effoctive road for 
the progressive reduction of contrasts between manual and .. 
mental labour. · 

Chapter five 
• 

FEATURES OF A NEW ETHIC 

There are phenomena which cannot be calculated. or ex
pressed in figures. The features of the new ethic established 
in Albania are precisely among those phenomena. 

In the past there were many kinds of ethics - feuda~, pa
triarchal and bou~geois, coexisting in the country. Sanctioned 
by the religious ideology, they were widespread and ~ad 
struck deep roots among the verious strata of the workmg 
people. They engendered retrogressive a1_ld reactionar~ con
cepts, traditions and customs, conservative and patriarchal 
norms of life. Their impact was such that even today, when 
the socio-economic base which gave them birth and fostered 
them has been overturned, they are still aotive and now and 
then make themselves felt in the life of the working masses. 
But in spite of all this and at the same ~ime with. the cr~a
tion of a new socialis,t world, a new man imbued with a high 
revolutionary' spirit and ready to accomplish heroic feats and 
make any sacrifice for the Homeland and socialism, has bee_n 
formed. The main characteristics of our new man are his 
spirit of collectivity, his socialist patriotism a:id. international
ism his new atUtude towards work and socialist property. 

'The creation of the collective spirit is one of the major 
achievements of our people's revolution. . . 

At a time when in a world based on savage competition 
and fierce struggle for existence, all means of. ei:richment are 
permissible and the principles «Homo homim . lupus» and 
«Everybody for himself» reign supreme, t~e prmciples pr~
vailing in rthe socialist order are totally different. T~us m 
Allbania the well-being of each depends on the well-bemg of 
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all, t~e interests of ~ll are placed on the same plane, relations .. 
of friendly mutual aid and comradely collaboration are every
day phenomena. In their mutual relations people act according 
to the motto «One for all, and all for one.,... 

. The collective spirit underlies the militant unity of l'leople; 
ammated ~y the same ideals and tending to the same goal.. 
B1:1~ the hi~~er the goal the more powerful unity and the 
militant spmt be7o~e. The goal of the socialist society in .1 

the PSR of Albania is the construction of socialism and then· 
communism. This lofty goal unites the Albanians 'to a man 
makes them invincible. '·' 

The .strength of man in the People's Socialist Republic· 
of Albama rests on his linlks with the collective. Outside the 
socialist society there exists no happiness for the individual. ' 

. ~n Nov~mber 30, 1967 a powerful earthquake struck the 
districts of Dibra and Librazhd. About 3,500 houses were com
ple~ely destroyed or ~ad: uninhabitable, 41 schools and many.' 
social an? 1~Ulturnl ibmldmgs were gravely damaged. In total, 
5,865 buildings were destroyed or damaged. 

But the Part?' ~nd t~e Government stood by the side of · 
the e~rthquake victims right at the first moment; the whole , 
Albam~n people responde~ to the call with the high sentiment · 
of patriotism and revolutionary solidarity which always cha
racterizes them. The Party and Government decided that all 
the buildings destroyed or damaged by the earthquake would 
~e. rebuilt or repaired before the end of December 1967; that 
is m one month, and that all expenditure for this work would 
be me.t by. the state. As well as this, tihe state gave immediate 
material aid to the more gravely affected families. Thousands 
of workers and specialists from all the regions of Albania 
for:r_ned briga?es of volunteers and went to the quake-stricken 

_ r:gioi:is to give them their fraternal aid. As a result, dif
ficulties were overcome and the workers of those districts 
continued, together with the rest of our people their struggle 
for the building of socialism. ' 

The leaders of the Party and the state Comrades 
Enver Hoxha, First Secretary of the Central Com~ittee of the 
Party of Labour, Haxhi Lleshi, President of the Presidium 
of !Jie People's Assembly, and other leaders of the Party 
and s!at.e went to . the spot to express their sympathy with 
the v1ct1ms and discuss the measures to be taken by the 
organs of the peoples' ipower. 

Struggling against the bitter cold and the <fep snow, the 
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brave and patriotic population of, the Dibra and Librazhd 
regions, supported by thousands of volunteers who h~d come 
from all the corners of the country, worked with heroism and 
rebuilt or repaired th~ir homes ahead of the schedule set by 
government decision. 

If the earthquake wrecked the buildings, it could do 
nothing to the great heart of our man moulded by the. Party. 
Life in socialist Albania is such that, like a huge family, all 
feel each other's joys and sorrows. The whole of Albania rose 
to .the assistance of the quake-stricken areas. More than 19,400 
people, of whom 5,293 specialists, t~ok part in reconstruction 
work, doing a total of 388,500 workmg days. About 3,200,000 
bricks, 1,190,000 tiles, 36,000 square metr~s of tarred card
board, 24,000 square metres of pressed fibre plates, 16,000 . 
square metres of asbestos-cement plates, 24,000 square metres 
of plates of compressed wood shavings, 3,500 square metres 
of agglomerated panels, 9,400 square metres of gla~s ,sheets, 
95 torus of nails, 1,530 tons of limestone; 925 tons of cement, 
thousands of cubic metres of wood, 3,640 window and door 
frames 6 070 concrete beams, 800 iron clamps, 65 pre-fa
bricated houses, 10,000 square metres of plastic sheets, as 
well as 1,300 vehicles, 42 tractors were dispatched to the 
quake-ravaged areas. · . 

Two years later, in April 1969, the same calamity struck 
the districts of Fier, Tepelena, Vlora, Berat, Skrapar a~d 
Permet. There, too, the damage was considerable. Once agam, 
all rose to the assistance of the earthquake victims. The same 
as in November 1967, thousands of volunteers rushed 
from all the corners of the country to these districts to work 
there side by side with tiheir brothers and sisters, victims of 
the disaster and eliminate the consequences of the earthquake 
as soon as ~oss~ble. Thousands of others decided o~ theirr' f~ee 
will to produce the materials necessary .for the reco~struction 
of the affected areas. The same solidarity and her?1sm were 
displayed after the earthquake which struck a reg10n of the 
Saranda district in December 1975. · 

In April 1979 an eight point-stron~ earthq1:1ake: struck 
the northern districts of the PSR of Albania, resultmg ~~ great . 
loss of life and disastrous material damage. By dec1s10n of 
the CC of the PLA and the Council of Ministers .of. the PSR 
of Albania immediate measures were taken to ehmmate the 
consequences of tihis calamity within November 1, 1979. 
However, within the space of 5 months 14,522 houses and 
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economic and socio-cultural objects were repaired; another 
2,441 houses and flats as well as 165 economic and socio-cul
tural objects were built anew; 47 kilometres of power lines 
and 44 kilometres of water pipes were reconstructed. A volume 
of building work worth 150 million leks was carried out and 
~11 the earthquake victims - about 100,000 people, moved 
mto new or repaired houses, with all expenditure being de
frayed by the state. The new dwellings were handed over 
to the earthquake victims as their personal property. All this 
great and expensive work was carried out with our own forces 
and mea~s, without asking other countries for help. 

In this case, too, the principle of voluntariness a feature 
characteristic of communist work which has by n~w become 
traditional in our socialist Albania, expressed itself with great 
force. No _sooner had the Party issued its call than everybody 
rose to his feet and rushed to the assistance of the quake
ravaged areas, so much so that the Government and the Cen
tral Commission for the elimination of the consequences of 
the earthquake had to lay down strict norms and rules for 
the volunteers who were leaving from all over the country 
for the affected areas, otherwise the whole of Albania would 
have assembled there. There were. ten times more applications 
to go to the Shkodra and Lezha districts than it was neces- · 
sary. 

The militant spirit of collectivity does not manifest itself 
only ~ d~fficult days. It is a permanent phenomenon of 
Albanian life. In 1967, the c~operativists of the Myzeqe plain, 
wh<;> have re~ched a relatively high level of production, 
decided to assist the remote mountain regions by sending to 
them a n_ut??e~ of heifers and sheep and goats. 

The i?1tiativ_e of the cooperativists of the Myzeqe plain 
found. an immediate response among all the cooperativists of 
the country. It spread with lightening speed from the south 
to _the no~th <;>f the country. This is another major patriotic 
act10n which inustirates the great principle, <<One for all and 
a:Il for one». 

For the Albanian ·people there are no higher interests 
tha? . those of. the whole society, of the whole people. In 
socialist Albania the concept «my life, my well-being» is more 
and m~re being pushed aside by the concept «OUr life, our 
~ell-ben_ig». The ceaseless struggle to eliminate discrepancies 
I? the life of the country is taking a concrete shape in ·all 
fields. Love and true friendship of citizens, close links between 
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villages and towns, between the plains and the moun~ains, 
between North and South - these are the results achiev~d 
thanks to the steel unity of the Al1banian people around their 
Party. . h' h 

Another important link in the chain of initiatives w 1c 
prove the vitality of the socialtist collec:tive spirit are the 
mass actions converged on one target which were started on 
Decem1ber 14 1969. 'Dhat day 12,000 woriking people of the 
Dibra district set about work on a long line to dig a 17 kilo
metre-long irrigation canal. About 42,000 cubic . metres of 
earth were shifted and the canal was completed m 8 hours. 

In this action participated peasants and townspeople, 
men and women of all ages and professions, united by one 
common goal: the rapid development of agriculture which 
in Albania is the concern of the whole people. 

The mass action of the Dibra district served as an 
example for the entire country. In hundreds and tho~sands, 
the workers of Tirana, Durres, Gjirokastra, Puka, Kukes,. ~e
rat Vlora of the whole Albania, followed suit by orgamzmg 
si~ilar adtions. and even on a larger scale, with more mas
sive participations and with tighter schedules. The str~ngth 
of hundreds of thousands of joined hands has. made itse~f 
felt in all the corners of the country, it has criss-crossed it 
with canals of dozens of kilometres, has covered it with mil
lions of fruit trees, with terraces which rise in tiers on an 
the hills of the Albanian coast. Everyday and every .hour the 
map of Albania is changed by the s~ilful hands of its p~ple: 

In many areas of the country wmter months are uhhzed 
for intensive work in opening up new land. Large numbers 
of workers are engaged in planting fruit trees. The press has 
frequent reports about vast areas planted to olives, orange, 
pear and apple trees. . , . _ 

Mass actions converged, on one target, which are mtended 
to resolve diverse problems of the economic ar:d cultural 
development of the country, have spre~d to ~.11 .villages and 
work sites. The spark kindled in the Dibra distri~t has been 
transformed into a huge revolutionary flame which has set 
the entire country ablaze. · 

The new man in Albania is being moulded according to 
the lofty principles of socialist human~sm. Humanism, ?f 
course is a term which was also used m the past, but m 
Albania true humanism, socialist humanism, .was bora at the 
same time as the Party. It displayed itself m the course of 
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the partisan struggle, of the war for liberty, and grew strong
er. and stronger hand in hand with the growth of the Hepu-, 
bhc, of the new man. And this humanism, as Comrade' 
El_iver Hoxha t~aches us, « ... is becoming a mass phenomenon ·. 
with each ipassmg day. The ardent love of man for the wor'k- · 
ing man .is the e~sential characteristic of our sociaHst society. ·. 
All that is done m our country through common social work . 
~as one noble goal - the defence of the Homeland, of the . 
liberty of the people, the well-being of man, his happiness and ·'.i 
moral beauty ... 

There are many examples of this humanism. Such is, 
among others, the noble action of 40 workers of different 
ages of the MTS of the Tirana district. Gene Osmani, a boy 
of 16 years, worked as an apprentice at the MTS of Tirana. 
H~ ~ad· more than half of his body ,burnt in an accident. 
His hf: was in danger .. His comrades were quick to give him . 
first. aid and carry him to the hospital. An operation of •· 
plastic surgery was needed. No sooner had his comrades been 
informed of it tha,n they came together and decided to donate 
patches of their skin to save the boy's life. This was a clear 
typi?~l manifestation of socialist solidarity, of the spirit of 
sacrifice and self-denial of the Albanian man. These senti
ments hav~ not developed by chance. In the struggle for the 
s~e~gth_enmg of the Homeland, in the years when ceaseless 
difficulties had to be surmounted, the people of our country 
have developed an ardent love for one another, for the Home
land and li~erty, sen~iments which are indivisible components 
of communist morality . .These powerful sentiments prompt 
~ur people to lofty examples of socialist humanism at all 
times and in all situations. . 

The lofty humanism of the workers of the MTS of Ti
rana becal!le a source of inspiration for the working masses 
of the capital. It was accompanied by acts of the same kind -
mass blood donations for the needs of health institutions. The 
itrade-unio:° onganization. o~ ~~e _state zootechnical ente!1prise 
~as the first to take this mitiative. The same readiness was 
d1sp!ayed by hundreds of workers of other enterprises in 
particular .the Ali Kelmendi food-processing combine 'the 
state fur-rmaJk:ing enterprise, the MTS, the mateirnity home 
etc. Thus a~ a~t .of socialist humanism is followed by others'. 
and from md1vidual persons this humanism spreads and 
envelops the large masses. Their aim is to assist their com
:rades in need, those who want to participate, in the struggle 
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for the 'building of the new life. And our people have always 
been unsparing with their assistance to their comrades, e".'en 
at the cost of tiheir liv·es. Tihis is what occurred, to ment10n 
only one case, with the eleven heroes of socia'list [aibour. of 
Batra. In a ragilng snowstorm they met their death lookmg 
for a lost comrade. 

All those are examples which prove that the lofty feeling 
of socialist humanism is widespread among the masses of our 
people. . . 

The new man in the PSR of Albania places general m-
terest above everything. . 

This is one of the essential guarantees for the march of 
Albania towards socialism and communism. 

In the socialist system, there are three kinds of interests: 
general interest, collective or group interest, and pers~:mal 
interest. In the Albanian society these interests are dialectical
ly inter-connected. General interest comprises both collective 
and personal interest and is the basis on which they develop. 
Socialism does not negate personal interest, its existence is 
an objective phenomenon. But the important ·is that fulfil
ment of this interest should not be in opposition to general 
interest. In Albania, exploitation of man iby man and, 
along with it the basis on which it rests, have been abolished, 
and there is no objective reason for personal interest to be 
opposed to general interest. So the premises have been created 
for a correct harmonization and combination of general in
terest with individual interest. This is also reflected in an 
economic poHcy which ·'is aimed at a just sharing of social 
production, a just distribution and :redistr'ilbution of the na-
tional income. . 

The harmonization of these different kinds of interests 
and the resolution of the contradictions opposing them to 
each other is always done on the basis of the priority of 
general interest over collective or personal int~rest, of the _su~
ordination of personal interest to general mterest. This is 
a principle emanating from the very nature of soci~lisi;n and 
characterizing the entire life of the country. Application of 
this principle enables a more correct combination of personal 
interest with general interest, of immediate interest with long
term interest in order to ensure a constant improvement of 
the well-being of the working people. 

In the present stage, the Party of .Labour of Albania has 
stepped up the struggle in this direction, by combining the 
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ideological education of the masses with their practical revolu-' 
tionary activity. · ,. 

The relationship between these different types of interestS: 
in the socialist order also determines the relationship between 
malterial and moral incentives. Material incentives for the'. 
working people repre~ent a form of action to promote produc
tion, to · distribute the objects of consumption according to. 
the work done by each and to make the improvement of the 
well-being de~endent on the labour of the working people.' 
At the same time, they are used as an important means for' 
the education of the masses with a socialist attitude towards ' 
work, for their active mobilizaition in the construction of the · 
socialist society. 

Incentives of a new type, moral incentives, also appear 
in the socialist society. The moral incentive prompts the 1 

worikers to toil in the interest of the society, to constantly 
develop their thought, their energies and their creative talent ·· 
for the good of the people. In socialist Albania, the workers , 
and peasants work and produce for themselves, for their own · 
and their children's happiness, as well as the prosperity of · 
the entire society. So it is their consciousness, first of all, 
~hat ~romrpts them. to fulfil their tasks. That is why moral ' 
mcentives occupy first place, go before material incentives. 

Evidence of this are the many examples of heroism at 
work, the vigorous development of .the movement for inven
tions and rationalizations, the initiatives of the workers to i 

renounce many additional· remunerations. Of more than a 
hundI"ed forms of material incentives formerly practised, only 
a very small number has remained, and this gl'eat reduction 
is due to the initiative of the workers themselves. At the 
same time, it must ibe stressed that, despite this reduction 
inventions and rationalizations have proliferated, which show~ 
that in our socialist society moral incentives are stronger 
than material incentives. 

The moral incentive is a factor which strengthens the 
features of communist morality among the workers without 
wihich the socialist society cannot advance. ' 

The priority given to moral incentives over material 
incentive~ does _not exclude the latter. On the contrary, they 
are combmed with each other. Parallel with moral incentives 
material . incentives, in other words, remunerations according 
to quantity and quality of work done, are also perfected. In 
the present ~tage, this perfecting of material incentives is 
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intended to link them better with the quality of work, com
bining them with the raising of the consciousness of the 
workers and their socialist attitude towards work. . . 

Every man loves his country. But the man of socialist 
Albania has a much larger conception of the Homeland. To 
him Albania is not only the country where he and his fore
fathers have been born, but also the land of sooialism, wh:re 
the workers have seen their dreams of free work, equality 
and social justice, realized. 

The main feature of socialist patriotism is its active cha
rader. The love of country prompts the Albanian people to 
produce new creative works, to perform acts o~ ever higher 
patriotism. Patriotism is a source of mass heroism. 

With the birth of the Communist Party of Albania the 
heroism of the people, which is fostered iby their s.entim~nt 
of patriotism, has assumed a new character. Jn this penod 
one has seen the emergence of a patriotism inspired by new 
ideals, of a profound social content. . · 

The heroic patriotism of the masses has contmued after 
Liberation in the battles for the reconstruction of the country 
and the c~nstruction of socialism. Struggling through furious 
storms, coping with complicated and difficult situations, under 
the leadership of their tested guide, the Party of Labour of 
Albania, the Albanian people have displayed a heroism which 
has enabled them to score brilliant victories in the course 
of the recent decades. 

In the struggle for the construction of socialism, the 
heroism of the ma~es has become ever broader and deeper, 
as emanating from the very nature of the economic and social 
system under which the people are in power, under which 
they are the masters of their destinies and lead and direct 
the whole life of the country. 

Patriotism is closely linked with revolutionary vigilance. 
With exemplary readiness, ffrmness and military discipline, 
with a high sense of the sacred duty devolving upon them 
for the defence of the Homeland and the victories of social
ism, an essential not only poHtical but also moral duty, the 
Albanian people are taking all the necessary measures to 
strengthen their combat readiness in order that even the 
most perfidious enemy cannot take them unawa:es. . 

The revolutionary vigilance of our people mamfests itse!f 
in their. readiness to defend national independence, in their 
struggle to expose the class enemy, in their intransigence 
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towards manifestations of the bourgeois and revisionist ide
ology and left-overs of the past, in their stand towarqs an 
vfolation of socialist legality and moral norms. 

The loyalty of our people to the cause of the Homeland,.' 
the cause of the revolution and socialism is closely inter
connected. The loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, to the noble . 
ideals of communism, one of the primary requirements of:· 
communist morality, is apparent in all the activities of the 
Albanian people. .. 

Socialist patriotism is intimately linked with internatio-:' 
nalism. Conceptions of bourgeois nationalism, revisionism, etc.:i 
are ~lien to our new man. He respects all the progressive~' 
workmg people of other countries and is in solidarity with:: 
them. One of the essential aharacteristics of communist mo-., 
rality is, among other things, the attitude towards work.· 
Under the socialist system, work is the fundamental measure .. 
of man's worth. Neither ridhes nor origm determine the~ 
position of man in our society. This position is determined 
by the work he does. 

The shock workers of five-year plans, the heroes of so..; 
cialist labour, the laureates of national prizes are the most.· 
respected figures of the Allbanian society. 

Socialism and work are indivisible. 
Conscience at work is one of the main features of our i 

new man. lit is at work that the consciousness and moral unity · 
of our people 8:r"; tempered. Our people are guided by the 
noble aim of raismg the standard of living of the society as ~ 
a whole. Socialist emulation has as its first motto: to assist. 
the laggards, to reach the advanced, and it stimulates the 
general increase of· production. 

Th~ advanced ".l"orker is not content with overfulfd.lling 
product10n norms himself, but is also interested in the way 
his comrades, other sections, other enterprises, etc. do their 
work. 

Every worker has an interest in the widest possible ap
plication of recent technical innovations. Without exchange 
of advanced experience, without propagation of the successes 
of modern technology, no progress is possible. 

The socialist state holds in high esteem the advanced 
workers, honours and respects all those who do not spare 
their efforts for the construction of the new Albania. 

The Albanian workers see the meaning of their life in 
the µtHity of their work to the society, to socialism, in the 

FEATURES OF A NEW ETHIC 187 

value their wol'k and creative activity have for the peopl~, 
for the socialist homeland, for the prosperity of Albama. This 
lofty goal cannot be achieved ~ithout cou.rageous struggle. 
Many and significant examples illustrate th1s. . 

In October rn.67, a brave girl of the Northern mou.r:itams, 
Shkurte Pal Vata, fell carrying out her task in the brig~des 
of voluntary work for the construction of ;t;he Rrogozhma
Fier railroad. This is what the father of Shkurte wrote ~o 
Comrade Enver Hoxha on the day when the dead body of h~s 
daughter was brought to him: «Here we have held c01.~nc1l 
again among us. Shkurte was with u~. And w_e have decided 
to follow in her footsteps. Her place m the railway construc
tion site is vacant. I, Pal Vata, her father, and Katrina, her 
cousin, are going to occupy it. I regret, Comrade Enver, that 
my sons are still too young to accompany me. But ~hen they 
grow up, rest assured that, just as Shkurte, th.ey will b~ the 
first to respond to the call of the Party, at all times and m all 
~ares~ . . 

This heroic act aroused an unexampled revolut10nary drive 
all over the country. Dozens of thousands. of young men .a~d 
women from the mountains and the plams, from th~ . cities 
and villages, peasants with only primary school certificates, 
engineers, economists, young . artists or construct~rs of. pre
cision instruments, even pensioners ·expressed their desire to 
take the place of the girl. New brigades of volunteers set 
out towards the railway building site. But not everyone who 
wished could get there, the wor1k front being too narrow 
compared to the great number of volunteers. So what had 
to be done? People said to themselves: «Everyone should 
multiply his effort~ on his own front of wor~ in honour ~f. 
Shkurte, to pay tribute to her deed, to fulfil her last will, 
to honour her memory.» · 

Here is another example of the new attitude of our 
people towards work. As a result of an accident, Nuredin 
Hoxha, a young man of hardly 18 years of age, had b?th 
his legs amputated. However, the misfortune matured him, 
gave him the judgement of a fully grown-up man. <<W:hat 
can I do?» he asked himself. He answered: «For the time 
being I can breathe, eat, drin.k. .. Is this e:iough for a human 
being? Man must necessarily have somethmg. to look. forward 
to otherwise life would be meaningless for him!» This mono
logue could either plunge him into despair' or, on the contrary, 
urge him to try a fresh start in life. Nuredin chose the 
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second road. For one whole month he trained on his arti · 
ficial limbs on the rocky river-.,bed of Zaranika, near hi 
native town of Elbasan, and did not rest until he learned ho 
to walk. Then, on one fine morning he went to the pension··• 
office, handed over his invalid certificate and curtly said~. 
«I do not ·want to be constidered an invalid ... I want to' 
work!» 

He was offered to run a little cigarette shop, as well a$: 
other jobs generally assigned to invalids, but he chose to 
work in such a place as to be linked with the everyday strug..;. 
gle, with its excitement and preoccupations. 

He did not content himself with accomplishing his dail~ 
task. He wanted to do more. He applied some new things to 
his work. One need not go through files or refer oneself to; 
the newspapers to have an idea of his achievements. Everyone: 
working at the state buiading enterprise of Elbasan can speak; 
about them at length. .: 

... Once, while walking on his stick past the section of', 
construction materials,. he saw. dozens of women engaged in· 
polishing wall tiles. It was a toilsome labour of low produc-' 
tivity. That day Nuredin spent many hours in his workshop 
and as he came out he had sketched a device capable of carry
ing out these operations which were done by hand until 
then. 

Today his name is linked with a whole series of innova- · · 
~IlS. I 

And there are dozens and hundreds of examples of this ·: 
kind which illustrate the new, self-denying attitude of the . 
Albanians towards work, their determination to spare nothing, ' 
even their lives, for the good of the people and the Home- , 
land. They have an educative value for the broad people's 
masses and inspire them in their everyday activity. 

Another feature of the new man in the PSR of Albania 
is his aittitude towards socialist property as the intangible 
base of the socialist system, his struggle to protect it as the 
apple of the eye, to strengthen and expand . it incessantly. 
Alien attitudes are manifestations of the psychology of private 
pr:operty, which has struck deep roots in the consciousness of 
man in the centuries. The imperialists and reactionary ele
ments try to avail themselves of the psychology of private 
property in order to undermine socialist property, the mate
rial base of the socialist order. That is why in the PSR of 
Albania a resolute struggle is waged against misuse and 
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embezzlement of socialist property, its degradation, waste and 
mismanagement, against incomplete utilization of productive 
capacities and concealment of reserves. This struggle has 
resulted in the raising of the consciousness of the working 
people and their mobilization to a higher degree, and in the 
expansion of social property, the essential base for the impro
vement of the well-being of the people .. So much so that there 
are many people who have laid down their lives to protect 
this patrimony. 

Such, among others, were Adem Reka, Muhamet Shehu 
and Myrteza Kepi, Isuf Emin Pllo\;i, Zeliha Alimeta and Ilia 
Dashi. 

On November 1966, a storm was raging on the Adriatic. 
The high waves threatened to sink the floating crane on 
which Adem Reka worked. Although he had ended his night 
shift, he rushed to the assistance of his comrades in the early 
hours of the morning, aware of the danger menacing people's 
property. Four hours in succession he and his comrades strug
gled against the unleashed waves to rescue the crane, and 
Adein Reka was killed in the furious f:ight with the blind 
elements of nature. 

On February 15, 1967 Muhamet Shehu .and Myrteza Kepi 
laid down their lives in defence of people's property. That 
day, as a result of a leaking tube in the heating furnace a 
violent fire bursit out at the pumping station of Linas. The 
engineer Muhamet Shehu and the young technician Myrteza 
Kepi, who had worked on the construction of the station, 
rushed through the fire to salvage the property of the people. 
With his garments on fire, Muhamet went on unperturbed with 
his work Under his direction the workers of the pumping 
station averted the danger. Myrteza !Kepi, too, displayed heroic 
abnegation. Both fell on their post of duty, fighting to salvage 
socialist property, and they have become brilliant examples 
for all workers of the country in the accomplishment of their 
tasks. 

In November 1969, another hero, Isuf Emin Pllo\;i, laid 
down his life struggling for the protection of socialist pro
perty. A forester at Martanesh, he was alone when a violent 
fire burst out. He struggled against a sea of flames to cir
cumscribe the disaster, cutting the flaming branches with his 
axe, jumping from one pine tree to the other, digging ditches 
to stem the advance of the fire. His resined coat risked to 
take fire at any moment. But Isuf braved the danger. With 
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his burnt hands and his garments on fire, he went on wi 
his struggle for a long time. Only after he could no long 
control his hands and his body was covered with grave bu ··· 
did he go away, but not to the hospital, but to his comrad 
and warn them of the foresrt fire. Making light of his S\l ... 
f ering, he ran for long minutes. He thought only of savi ' 
his forest. And he accomplished his task as a communist. 

Those are some examples characterizing the moral qual, 
ties of the worlking mases, created under the people's sta , 
power in the struggle for the consrtruction of socialism · 
Albania. These examples represent a powerful means of ed 
cation of the masses with the principles and norms of co 
mU:nist morality. 

Part three 

THE ECONOMIC S\STEM 

OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA 



Chapter one 

BETWEEN TWO EPOCHS 

Ownership 

To determine the social regime of a state one must answer 
certain questions: who owns the means of production and the 
natural resources of the country, how is production organized, 
to whom do the products of labour go, to what social groups 
or classes do the people who comprise the leadership of the 
state belong, how do the people live and what are the rela-
tions between them? · 

Every social system is based on its own form of owner
ship of• the means of production. This form of ownership 
deterrnines the relations of people in production and the mode 
of distribution of the products of labour. It exercises a de
cisive influence on the whole structure of society and all its 
institutions, from the state down to the family. . 

Wherever private ownership reigns, a handful of big pro
prietors cruelly exploit the vast majority of the working peo
ple. This is what occurs today in all the countries where ca
pital rules and this is what occurred in Albania before Libe
ration. 

In 1938, Albanian industry which consisted of some small 
factories and workshops . and the existing mines as well as 
the banks were all privately owned. As a result of the «open 
door» policy practised by the feudal-bourgeois regime of Zog 
the wea1lth of itl11e country was rapidly concentrated in the 
hands of foreign capitalists, mainly Italians. Suffice it to say 
that in 1938 Italian investments in Alibania amounted· to 280 
million gold francs, ten times the total of the budget of the 
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Albanian state. Consequently, 75 per oent of the industria 
enterprises at that time were owned by foreign capital, 2 . 
per cent by joint companies and 2 per cent by the nationa · 
bourgeoisie. 

Sevien big feudal families, representing 0.006 per cent 
of the total number of rural families, held 14,554 hectares 
of land, or 3. 70 per cent of the total arable land. The wealth 

. landowners, 4,713 families, or 3.034 per cent of the tota 
number of families of the country, held 91,133 hectares, or 
23.16 per cent of the arable land. On the other hand, th' 
~1banian stat!!: of that period was also a big feudal proprietor 
It owned 50,000 hectares, or 12. 71 per cent of the land whic 
it .exploited by means of the feudal system. The ~r and 
middle peasants, comprising 128,961 families, or 83.05 pe · 
cent of the total number of peasant families, held 237,66 -
hectares or 60.43 per cent of the land, approximately 1,8 hec 
tares per family, while the 21,544 families, which owned n 
land -at all, worked as share-croppers on the land of the feu 
dals, landed proprietors of the state, handing over to them · 
thivd or half of the agricultural produce. 

Internal and foreign trade was concentrated in the hand 
of 50 big mer:chants. 

All these facts show that before Liberation Albania wa 
stil! between t~{~ historical epochs, the epoch' of feudalis 
which was declmmg and the epoch of emerging capitalism .. : 

The people's state power which emerged from the Na 
tional L'iheration War could not be based on this economi 
structure. This structure had to be abolished and the socialist 
collective ownership which would respond to the regime in 
power and to the interests of the· working masses of town:: 
and countr'yside had to be built upon its foundations. To this. 
end, the people's state power carried out a series of revolu- ' 
tionary reforms and transformations which overturned the · 
old system based on privat€ ownership and created new 
relations of production 'based on socialist ownership. 

The first transformations 

. The. state control over production and distribution, est.a-'; 
bhsh~ m December 1944, served as ra preliminary measure, " 
the first step towards the nationalization of the main means.: 
of production. At the same time, this represented a form of ·_ 
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control by the working class. It was establisJ:ied ov~r the 
enterprises owned by national and foreign capital which in-
fluenced the entire economy of the. country... . 

This control was exercised !by its commissars app?IDted 
by the state. Under their guidance, the. workers participated 
actively in the organization of [production and .t~e. manage
ment of the enterprises. This gave them the possibility to test 
their ability and to acquire the aptitudes necessary to manage 
production. 

In Dec-ember 1944, the mines and the [property of the 
political fugitives were nationaliz~d. One mo.nth later, a law 
was promulgated on the confiscation. of Italian ~d German 
owned property and assets iin Albania. Under this law, the 
National Bank, the other banks and the pr~pe~ty of 111 sh~re
holder companies, owned by foreig1:1 capitahsts, pas~ed mte 
the hands of the Albanian state, without con:pensat10n, and 
became the collective property of the Albaman pe~ple .. 

In regard to their form, the measures for the. nationaliza
tion of 1945 were measures of a general. democratic character. 
In regard to their economic and so.cial c~ntent, ~owever, 
these nationalizations represented transfo~mati~ms. which we1:1t 
beyond measures of this kind. These nat10nahz_ations. wer7 m 
the interests cif the working masses and the. nat10i:iahzed 
means were placed totally and ~ir~ctl~ in their se~v1ce. In 
essence, these measures were a sociahzati9n of the mam.meaz:s 
of production and had a socialist character. It -;"'as on this basis 
that the state socialist sector of the peoples economy was 
established. 

In 1946, a new phase of nationalizations began. Th.e po~er 
stations, the building materials industry, and the entire hght 
and food industry became the property ~f th.e peopl~ .. At the 
end of 1946 the main means of product10n m the cities pad 
become soci~l property and the state sector produced 87. per 
cent of the total industrial output. One year l~ter, p1 i;ra~e 
capitalist production in industry had been practically ehm1-

nated. d t' · 
The nationalization of the main means of pro uc 10n m 

Al:bania was accomplished at rapid rates. and w~tho:it con~pen
sation. It put an ·end to the .economic. dommation ."< the 
bourgeoisie and laid the economic found~t10ns for th~ dictator
ship of the proletariat. On these foundati?ns, the social ow:ne:
ship, the socialist relations of pMdtlct~on _ and the soc1~hst 
sector in industry, trade, transport and fmance were estabhsh-
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ed. 'Dhe nationalized enterprises became socialist 
The exploitation of man by man was abolished. 

In the first. years after Liberation the people's sta 
power took. a. series of measures to limit speculation and se 
up the socialist . trade sy~t~r:n· At this time a law was pro:· 
mu1gated on the requis1t10n of food-stuffs and materia ' 
necessary for the reconstruction. The state established it 
contr<?l ove~ fore.ign trade. A system of fixed prices was 
~stabhshed m pn:V8:te wholesale and retail trade. Trading 
m gold was pr?hibited. A state monopoly in the purchase' 
and s~le o~ gram was established. Measures were taken to.' 
curb mfilation; 1Jhe old banknotes were overprinted an·.·. 
t,~us c~ntrol was established over the old paper money in\ 
circulation. Of ?reat .importance ~as the law promulgated in~ 
January ~945, imposm~ extr~or?mary taxes on war profits~; 
Under this law, the big capitalists were compelled to hand 
ove: to the state part of the speculative profits they had mad.· 
durmg the war, so that they could be used for the benefi' 
of the people and the reconstruction of the country. This wasi 
a gr.adu_ated tax, taking from 50 to 80 per cent of the war> 
profits m excess of 500,000 Albanian francs. : 

C . . . I 
ommiss10ns to <let.ermine the amount of these profits' 

and the taxes to be paid were set up in all regions of the; 
country. They were composed of representatives of the sta ;. 
thie. army and the ma.ss o!I'ganizaitions. " 

All those on whom this tax was imposed: merchants, fac
tory owners and others, did everything to evade this law.;, 
but the commissions, with the support of the masses, forced' 
the merchants and other capitalists to pay the tax imposed. 
by the law. In 1945, the revenue from the extraordinary tax· 
on war profits made up more than half of the state budget· 
receipts. · 

All the. property of the capitalists who did not pay the ·, 
tax w_as confiscated. I.n this way the state gathered in a large 
quantity of merchandise of ·all kind. It was on. this basis that -
the state-run stores :were established. The opening of 'these ; 
stores marked the birth of the state socialist sector in Al- ·.· 
banian trade. The .socialist trade sector a,lso included the con
sumer cooperatives of the cities, which were first set up in 
1945. In those conditions, when the state sector of trade did ' 
not exist o~ was only taki1_1g its firs.t steps, these cooperatives / 
played an important role m S1Jcpplymg the people and in the 
struggle against the black. market. 
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The Land Reform 

For the esta·blishment of socialist property in the country
side the peopl•e's state power used different ways and methods. 
The first task in this field was to abolish the feudal relations 
and to impose restrictions on the capitalist elements in the 
countryside. This could be realized only through the land 
reform. Before the reform was carried out, the people's power 
had taken a series of measures in favour of the poor and 
middle peasants. A Jaw promulgated in January 1945 annul
led rur.al arrears of rent and reduced rents for the years 1944-
1945 by 75 per cent. In May the same year, the irrigation system 
was nationalized and became the collective property of the 
peasants. Later, all debts contracted before the war were can
celled,. But the most important step of an anti-f.eudal and de
mocratic ·character, taken at the· time, was the Land Reform. 

The law on the 1Land Reform was promuigated in August 
19415. Under the terms of this Jaw, the holdings of the state 
and :reUgious institutions and all the privately-owned land in 
excess of the area envisaged by the law, were confiscated 
without compensation. The land was given free of charge to 
peasants with little or no land at all. The head of each family 
was allotted up to 5 hectares of land. The alienation and 
renting of land were prohi:bited. 

Part of the confiscated land was not distributed, but 
became state property. It was on this land that the first state 
farms were set up. They marked the birth of the state socialist 
sector in agriculture. The water resources, forests and under
ground riches became the collective property of the people. 

1Poor peasants' committees were set up to ensure a just 
and rapid implementation ·of the Land Reform. They played 
an important role in the accurate definition of the lands of 
the state, the big landowners and the enemies of the people 
and in compiling lists of peasant families with little or no 
land. They helped in the division of the expropriated land 
and especially in mobilizing the labouring peasantry to combat · 
the hostile activity of the landlords and other reactionary 
forces who iI'ose against the Lanld Reform from the very start. 

In May 1946. the law on the Land Reform was amended 
in a way which gave it a profoundly revolutionary content. 
The land, vineyards, olive groves, orchards and kitchen gar
dens, agricultural buildings and tools, i.e. all property of 
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people who did not till the land themselves was co' 
fiscated. A maximum of 5 hectares of land was left to tho 
cultivators or working proprietors who tilled their own la 
1:hese amendrn.ents ensured the full application of the pri 
ci~le «the land to those who till it,» abolished big land own·. 
ship and weakened the economic position of the kulaks. 
November 1946, the Land Reform had been carried 1

' 

tliroughout the country. The peasants became the genui' 
ma~ters of the land .on which they had toiled and poured 
their sweat, generat10n after generation. • 

. The Land Reform affected almost half the land and t ' 
uh.ve-trees then ~xistii:g in our country. The reform exp: 
pnated 8, 714 latifundists and rich landowners as well 
480 religi?us institutions; 10,641 proprietors owni'ng more la.· 
than envisaged by law were partially expropriated. All tol 
288,t.07 hectares of land were surveyed and distributed · 
21,544 landless families and 48,667 land-poor families. 

The democratic transformation of the agrarian relatio 
in the countryside was the essence of the Land Reform. 
abolis~ed big land ownership, and eliminated the vestiges 
feudalism and the class of latifundists once and for all. T · 
restriction of the. private ownership of land, the prohibiti • 
of .the ~ale, rentmg or mortgaging of land were measur ·' 
whic~ d~d much to prevent the differentiation among peasa11 .. 
and limited to the extreme their exploitation by the kula · 
Hence the Land Reform had a pronounced anti-capitali$ 
character. < 

The sodalist transformation of the countryside 

. The Land Reform was not an aim in itself. It was a transi·~. 
t10nal ~eas.ure which was to open the way to the socialis · 
revolution m the Albanian countryside. The confiscation 0 
land of the big landowners and its distriibution according t 
the needs of the peasants brought about a relative equalit ; 
among peasants as regards the area of land owned. Such 
measures as the prohibition of the sale, renting or inheritance 
of land, as well as the prohibition of the exploitation 0 
anot~:r:s labour in agriculture, deprived the owners of th · 
possibility of adding to their properfy and using it as a 
means of oppression and bondage. 

The establishment and consolidation of a relative equality. 
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in the relations of land ownership created thE> necessary .con
ditions in Albania for the transformation of rural private 
property into collective property. 

The private property of small rural producers wa~ ~u~ed 
into social cooperative property through the c?llectivizat10n 
of agriculture. Collectivization i~plies the free ~ill of.the small 
rural proprietors to combine their land. and their mam means 
of work into big agricultural enterprises. The peas~nts put 
their land and their main means of product10n mto the 
collective and thus form the agricultural cooperative. The 
essential 'characteristics of the agricultural cooperative are: 
the collective ownership of the main means of production, the 
collective labour and the socialist distrilbution of the prod'l,lcts 
according to the quantity and quality of the work done, as 
well as the existence, parallel with the common ~roperty, ?f 
the personal plots, the use of which serves to. satisfy certam 
needs of the cooperativist families. 

The collectivization of agriculture began in the first years 
after Liberation. The Land -Reform was still uncompleted 
when the first agricultural cooperative was set up in the vil
lage of Krutje, in Myzeqe, the largest plain ~f .Al~ania. It was 
the spark that kindled the flame of collectivization all over 
the country. 

In order to become model, modern, socialist enterprises, 
the first agricultural cooperatives needed an. advance~ mate
rial base and equipment. To this end, the first machine and 
tractor stations (MTS) were set up in 1947, afong with the 
socialist state enterprises in the sector of agriculture. They 
were used as a particularly important form of organized aid 
which the state gave the peasants for the ~stablishment and 
strengthening of the new system of cooperatives in the coun
tryside. The machine and tractor stations were the founda
tion stone of the new material and technical base of socialist 
agriculture. . 

The rate of this collectivization was determined by ob1ec
tive and subjective conditions. In the first stage (1946-1955), 
when the material and moral conditions had still not been 
prepared or the necessary experience ~ccumul~ted, the pace 
of collectivization was steady and caut10us. This was a pre
paratory period. In December 1955, when these conditions had 
been created, the rates of collectivization were accelerated and 
developed to collectivization en .masse in the lowland zones 
and partially in the hilly zones. 
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Thus, in contrast to the 150 cooperatives set up from 19 
to 1954, 1,679 cooperatives were created in five years, fro 
1955 to 1959, and at the end of 1960 the collectivized la ' 
covered 86 per cent of the cultivated land area and 71.3 p 
cent of the pea_sant holdings. The years 1956-1958 were rightl 
called the crucial years of the socialist transformation of agri' 
culture and 1957, .the year of the great turn. · .·· 

However, in the remote mountainous and semi-mountai:ti 
ous regions, 46,155 small peasant holdings sti11 remained 
be collectivized. They made up 28.6 per cent of the tot 
nur~ber of peasant holdings and covered 14 per cent of th 
cultivated land. They were to be colleetivized in the thir 
and final stage of the collectivization, which started in No 
_vember 1966 and lasted no longer than five months. Thus 
m March 19167, the collectivization of Albanian agrkultur 
was completed. 

. 1:he coll~ctiviza~ion of agdculture was guided lby thi •. 
prmcii:ile: «Firm reliance on the poor peasants, alliance wit· 
~he middle peas.ants and restriction of the capitalist element 
m the countryside.» As a result of this policy, the strata o. 
the. poor peasants became the core of the agricultural .coope 
ratives. · 
. . ~he collectivization policy was based on the Leninist 
prmcipl~ of per~uasion and. f:ee consent which was applie4: 
v~y _stnctly, w1thou~ perm1ttmg the slightest violation. The 
prmci,ple of persuasion and free consent was dictated by the,, 
fact that the peasants were the allies of the working class· 
and made up the overwhelming majority of the population;: 
any other stand or action of an administrative nature would · 
have h~d grave con.sequences for the alliance of the working ' 
class with the peasants and the construction of socialism. 1 

Thanks t~ the great amount of political and ideological " 
work done with the masses of the working peasantry, the . 
p~ocess of the ~o.llectivization in Albania was accomplished .· 
without any political upsets. The idea of collectivization had 
to penetrate. deeply in.to the heart and mind of every peasant, 
overcome his mentality and psychology and individualistic · 
tendencies which were manifested in many ways but which · 
were based on pers.Qnal interest, narrowly con~eived and 
constituted the most serious obstacle to the collectivi;ation. ' 

The :work of e~lanation and persuasion was accompanied 
by a series of practical measures in favour of the peasants. 
Among these measures were the financial and credit policy, 
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the policy on accumulation of ag~icultura~ _Products, on aid 
in machinery, selected seeds, chemical fertilizers,. ~nd cadres, 
the big drainage and irrigation projects, the raismg of the 
level of education and culture, as well as the development 
of agrotechnical knowledge. Consequently the agricultural 
cooperatives grew stronger from day to day and the p~asa?ts 
became more convinced of the advantages of collect1vizat10n 
which graduall'y won them en m.asse, to the agricultural 
cooperatives. . 

In the process of the collectivization, a number of ori
ginal forms of management of the ~o~peratives, of t_he orga
nization and remuneration of work w1thm them were dlScovered 
and elaborated forms which found their expression in the 
constitution of 'the agricultural cooperatives approved at their 
1st Congress (February 1949), as well as in. a number of 
government decrees. Later these forms were still. further ela
oorateci anci enricneci with new content in conformity with 
the development of the economy of the agricultural coo:E?e~a
tives and the raising of the cultural level and the socialist 
consciousness of their members. Care was taken to ensure 
a judicious combination of personal interests with the col
lective inte:riest, of the ctoldective interests with the general 
interest, and of the immediate interests with long-term ones, 
giving priority to the general interest. . 

The collectivization of agriculture was accomplished 
through a relentless struggle which had as its objective the 
economic restriction and political isolation of the kulaks. As 
a result, their economic power and political influence. were 
destroyed, while they were liquidated as a dass _without 
recourse to fore~ expropriation of them. Compulsion and 
violence we.re used only against certain individuals or groups 
of kulaks who too!k the course of crime and did not observe 
the laws and ordinances of the state. . 

The successful collectivization of agriculture was a maJOr 
qualitative leap forward on the road to the estab~ishmerit of 
socialist relations of production in the countryside, to the 
transformation of the small-scale private propertY: int<;> .col
lective property. However, the ~reation o~ c?ope~atives is not 
the final step in the construct10n of socialism m the coun
tryside; it does not rule ou~ ~11 P?ssibilit'y o: danger _of a 
return,. a resurgence of ,individualist tendencies of , p~i~i~i 
property. · 

Special care is taken in the People's Socialist Republic 
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of Albania also, to ensure the economic and organizatio 
strengthening of the cooperatives, the continuous format! 
and strengthening of the socialist consciousness of the 
members, the ceaseless improvement, in a revolutionary wa 
of the relati<;ms of production and distribution, raising t 
level of education, culture and agronomical knowledge of t 
cooperativist peasantry. . . :., 

Collectivization opened up prospects of the realization ' 
a number of political-ideological and socio-economic obje 
tives, In the political field, it contributed greatly to strengti ' 
ening tihe alliance of ~he woriking clas$ with the peasantr· 
drew the peasants into active,participation in the constructi 
of socialist . society and strengthened the class base of thi 
state, In the ideological field, it helped to inculcate in th 
rural masses new socialist concepts of property, work, th 
cofilective, the family, the individual, etc. In the socio-ec 
nomic field, it helped to replace the old relations of produo 
tion and distribution with new, socialist relations, small pri 
:rat~ . ownership w~th large-scale collective ownership, an 
md1v1dual wovk with collective work; it contributed to th. 

. oonstruction of a unified econo~ic base of the socialist regim' 
in town and countryside, to barring the way to the appearan 
of capitalist. tendencies and many other social e:vils, t 
ensuring rapid and continuous growth of the productiv · 
forces in the countryside, to the harmonization of the rat 1 

of ~evelop~ent of industry and ag:riculture, to sabsfyin 
the mcreasmg needs of the people for agricultural products 
to increasing the goods for export; it created the conditio · 
for the gradual narrowing of the essential differences be· 
tween town and countryside, between the working class an . 
the peasantry, between industry and agriculture. In the serie · 
of initiatives taken by the peasantry, the herding togethe 
of the cooperativists' personal livestock, which relieves th·· 
~e<;isar:ts o~ a _number of_ daily cares and increases their par · 
tic1pation m field work, is an important moment towards the: 
further socialization of wollk in the countryside. :. 

Collectivization was the only way to the socialist develop
~ent of the countryside and within the space of a few years 
it made possible the ·establishment of big, modern agriculturaL 
economies on the basis of advanced agronomical science. From 
a country of small-scale rural econ'omies, Albania has become 
a country of large-scale modern agricultural enterprises based 
on the socialist ownership of the means of productio~1 
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The people - masters of the country 
Jr .. -, .. 

The revolutionary transformations ·carried out under t~e 
people's power changed the face of the ancient land of Al'bama. 
The people, the society, the land have been rejuvenated on 
new foundations. The old face of Albania now belongs to the 
historical past. . 

Albania that had remained a backward agncultural 
~ountry, st~gnating at the dividing line betw:een the e~och 
of declining feudalism and the epoch of the birth of capital
ism, has now put an end to its age-old backwardness and 
has 1become an agricultural-industrial country with th~ pro
spect of becoming an industrial-agricultural country m the 
near future because the first historic milestone on the road 
of socialism', the establishment of 1Jhe economic base of so
cia'lism, has been attained successfully. 

The . socialist property 

Under the Constitution of the rPeople's Socialist Republic 
of Albania, the socialist property is the inviolable base of the 
socialist order the source of the well-being of the people and 
the strength ~f the Homeland; the state protects it with the 
greatest care. 

The socialist property in the means of production com
prises. the state property and the cooperative property in 
agriculture. 

The state property belongs to the entire people and re-
presents the highest form of socialist ownership. . 

The land and the underground riches, the mines, forests, 
pastures, water resources, natural sources ?f energy, the 
plants, factories, the machine and tractor stat10n~, the ba~ks, 
communication roads means of transport by rail, s.ea, nver 
and air, the post antl telegraph syst:m, the radio and televi
sion stations and cinemas are exclusively the property of the 
state. 

All material goods created on the basis of the state pro
perty or which the state acquires by law are also state pro-
perty. . 

·, The land is distributed, for social use, to state enterprises 
and institutions, to agriculturaf cooperatives and social orga-
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nizations, as well as to individual citizens 
use. 

Cultivable land cannot be used for other purposes with ; 
the approval of the competent state organs. 

The cooperative property belongs· to collectives of ru~ 
workers voluntarily united in the agricultural cooperativ· 
to increase production, to improve their well-being and buil 
socialism in the countryside as part of the socialist constru<!. 
tion of the entire country. .~ 

The cooperative property comprises: the buildings, ma 
chinery, equipment, means of transport, working tools a 
means, draft animals and productive livestock, the orchard 
the plant and animal products, as well as all the other mean 
necessary for the activity of the cooperative. 

It is the duty of the state, the economic organization 
and all citizens to protect the land, the natural riches, th· 
water resources and the air from pollution and damage. 

Of these two forms of socialist property, the state pr 
perty is the predominant one, not only because it indudes 'th 
overwhelming bulk of the means and instruments of pro' 
duction, but also because it is the principal base of the Al 
banian state for the construction of socialism. The state 
property is the heritage of the entire people who manag 
it through the state. This is what distinguishes state pro .. 
perty in the socialist state from what they call state property 
in the capitalist states, where it is nothing but a form o 
private property. 

The state property ·constitutes a single fund of which' 
the state is the sole owner. The various state institutions and" 
organs such as the ministries or the other administrative of
fices, the enterprises, comlbines, etc. do not own the means 
and tools at their disposal. These belong to the state but'. 
are eI?-trusted to these organizations and enterpdses to enable 
them to accomplish the tasks assi1gned to them. 

The cooperative property is a form of socialist property ' 
because it is not the property of any individual but of a 
collective of working people; it contributes to the elimination 
of the exploitation of man by man and is the basis on which .. 
the socialist agricultural cooperative is organized. · 

However, these two forms of property are not identical. · 
The state property is the property of the entire people, while 
the cooperative property is the property of a particular col- : 
lective or group of workers. Whereas in th~ state enterprises • 
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all the means of production without exception are socialized, 
in the agricultural cooperatives, pa7t of these means, such as 
the personal plots of the cooperative members and some of 
the agricultural equipment, remain the personal property of 
the members i\.nother difference is that th~ ~roducts of t~e 
state <enterprises are the property of the socialist stat~, wh1~e 
the products of the agricultural coo~ratives ~emam their 
own property. From this stems the difference m the mo~e 
of distribution of the social product in the form of wages m 
the staite enterprises and on the basis of the work day:s p~r
formed in the agricultural cooperatives. There are also dif-
ferences in their forms -0f manag,ement. . 

However, these dtfforences . are not essential. They'_ a7e 
differences between two economies of the same. type, w1thm 
the framework of socialist relations of product10n. . 

The state encourages the development . and stren~the~mg 
of the agricultural cooperatives and ~h~ir transfor_mat10n mto 

· modern economies of large-scale soc1ahst production. In cer
tain conditions, the state encourages the setting ~p 871d de
velopment of the higher-type cooperatiyes in which it pa~
ticipates directly with investments, particularly for the mam 
means of production. 

The transition of the cooperative prope_rty to pr?pe~ty 
of the entire people is made in conformity with .t~e obJecbve 
conditions, with the free consent of the cooperativ1st peasants 
and the approval of the state. The state wor~ to ensure 
that the distinctions between town and countryside are nar-

rowed. 1 · t Th 
In socialist society, personal property a so ex.is s: ~ 

state recognizes and protects it. Under the Constitut10n. it 
includes income from work and other lawf1:11 sources, family 
ho~es, as well as other things used to satis~y persm:ial and 
family material, cultural needs. All the thmgs wh1~h ~re 
returned to the .cooperativist family under the constitution 
of the· agricultural cooperative (grain and other produce) are 
also personal property. Personal property. canno~ be used 
to the detriment· of the soci.al interest. ['articular fixed assets 
which are cooperative or personal prope:ty may be tr.ansfort~
ed into state property if the g:neral mterest requires this~ 
The criteria for this transformation and th~ method of com , 
pensation are defined hy law. 1.. •• 

In our country, the source of personal propert,y 1s .the 
people'~ own work. This form of property does not lead to 
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the accumulation of capital, i.e. it cannot serve as 
exploitation. 

Personal property in Albania is closely link€d with the. 
state property, which is the basis of it. With the extension' 
of the social property, a continuously increasing 1quantity of 
products goes to satisfy the personal needs of the working 
masses. This dose connection between the socialist property: 
and personal property reflects the harmonization of the in· 
terests of society with those of the citizens. · 

The development of the socialist property 

The socialist property in town and countryside constitutes: 
the unified economic base of the people's power, the essential. 
factor for the well-being of the working people, and this; 
is why the state takes all appropriate measures to extend 
and develop this type of property to the maximum. The: 
socialist industrialization is the main way to achieve this 
objective. Undertaking this industrialization and its continuous.· 
extension are the only way to guarantee the complete triumph 
of large-smle mechanized production, not only in industry/ 
construction and transport, but also in agricult\lre. 

The principal features of the socialist 
industrialization of Albania 

Immediately after the triumph of the people's revolution 
Albania had to cope with the contradiction existing betwee~ 
the advanced form of political power, the people's democracy,: 
on the one hand, and the backward state of the economy ·; 
with the very low level of development of the productiv~ · 
forces, on the other hand. The most important means to 
overcome this contradiction in the economic and social fields 
was the socialist industrialization of the country. Since that . 
time, this task has been the fundamental general line of the · 
economic policy of the people's power. The aim of this policy 
has always 'been to gradual1y build up a multi-branched 
heav'y and light industry, which would enable the utiliza
tion and processing of the natural riches and agricultural 
products of the country, in order to satisfy the needs of the 
development of the economy ever better, to raise the level 
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of productivity of social labour, to open the way to the in
tensive complex development of agriculture, to enhance the 
well-being of the people and to strengthen the defence of the 
country. This lin€ of industrialization was implemented on 
the basis of a class analysis of all factors, objective and 
subjective, material and social-political and economic, in
ternal and external. 

The necessity for this industrialization was dictated by 
the ne€d to establish an entirely new material and technical 
base for the national economy, to· increase the production of 
commodities, to prepare the conditions for the reorganization 
of agriculture on a socialist basis, to build up the working 
class so as to strengthen its positions of leadership and, finally, 
to defend the victories of the revolution and guarantee the 
construction of socialism. 

In implementing this policy of the. socialist industrializa
tion of the country, from the beginning, the people's power 
correctly defined the ways and possibilities of increasing and 
utilizing the internal socialist accumulation for this purpose. 
To this end, it mobilized all the monetary and material means 
and all the physical and intellectual capacity of the people. 
At the same time, it made wise use of the internationalist 
aid of friendly socialist countries. 

The main sources of the socialist accumulation in Albania 
were the expropriation of the bourgeoisie and the big landed 
proprietors, the transformation of the private property of 
the means of production into social property, the cancel1a
tion of the debts incurred by Zog, the profits from the na
tionalized industry and foreign and internal trade, as well 
as from the banking system and that part of the state budget 
allocated for the· development of the national economy. 
Relying mainly on its own internal resources, Albania created 
a considerable accumulation which enabl€d it to carr'y out 
the industrialization. 

The socialist industrialization of the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania was characterized by the rapid rate of 
industrial expansion, so as to ove:rcome the backwardness. 
inherited from the past in the shortest possible time, to 
ensure the independent development of the economy, and 
to achieve a considerable raising of the material well-being 
and a higher cultural level of the working masses. 

The establishment of the socia:list ownership of the means 
of production makes it possible to mobilize all the material 
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and financial means, and use them for the development , 
industry, heavy industry first of all. The main sourc 
contributing to the industrialization of the country today a 
the income from the national industry, and the accumulati 
from agriculture, foreign and home trade, the banking sy 
tern, etc. 

The industrialization in Albania brought about the growt 
and development of the socialist property, the creation of ne 
towns, and a number of new industrial centres, the numer' 
cal growth of , the working class and the strengthening 
its role in the socialist society. 

The development of industry in A1bania gave an impul , 
to th~ creation of new productive forces in agriculture, a · 
contributed to its transformation on a socialist basis an 
consequently, to strengthening the alliance of the worki 
class with the cooperativist peasantry. 

The direct result Of the line of the socialist industriali 
zation of the country was the construction of new industr 
with modern technology, which is developing quickly fro 
one five-year period to another, raising the total industri 
output and production per capita, and playing an ever mor 
important part in the construction of the material and techni' 
cal base and the development of the national economy. 

In ithe years of. the people's power, a big qualitativ , 
leap forward has been achieved in the• socialist industrializa' 
tion of the country. Albania has already been transforme 
into an agrarian-industrial country, is rapidly turning int · 
an industrial-agrarian country, and eventuaUy will become 
an industria.J. country with an advanced agriculture. . 

During ,the six five-year plans {1951-1980), industry has" 
led the development. Each five-year plan has marked a new;~ 
expansion of industry which has distinguished one five-''. 
year plan from another, not only from the quantitative''. 
aspect, i.e. from the volume of production, but also from, 
the qualitative aspect, in other words, from the viewpoint1 
of changes in the structure of industrial production and: 
the higiher level of te<.'.hnology, efficiency, etc. 

This progress of industry malde it possible to liquidate · 
the contradictions between the very advanced form of politi
cal power and the backward economic and technical base 
inherited from the past. In this way the country was able r. 

to defend its independence and smash all the attempts oi , 
the imperialists and revisionists to subjugate sociali.st Albania. ·. 
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A whole series of new branches of heavy and light industrv 
have been set up. 

Inlclustry in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
has developed at an annual average rate of 10,8 per 
cent in the period 1965-1975. This is one of its characteristic 
features. 

The road of development of the 
cooperativist property 

In the first stage of the construction of socialism, coope
rativist (group) iproperty is an objective necessity. Historically, 
however, it has a transitional character. This property is 
born, grows, gains strength and is inevitably transformed 
into the property of the entire people. 

The process of the transformation of the cooperntivist 
property into property of the entire people passes t~ro~gh 
two essential stages. 'l'he first is the stage of its quantitative 
and qualitative development and its tendency to gradually 
move closer and closer to the property of the entire people. 
The second is that of the fusion of the ,cooperativist prope:rty 
with that of the entire people. These two stages are the 
natural road of development of this type of property. 

']he fusion of tihe coope.rativist property with that of the 
entire people is conditioned by material and subjective, ideolo
gical and political, economic and social factors. All these fact
ors are directly linked with the development of the pro
ductive forces in agriculture, in each separate cooperative 
as well as in the national economy as a whole. 

'Dh.e tendency of tJhe ,cooperativist property to move closer. 
and closer to the property of the entire people, then its 
fusion with the latter, entails a long and complicated process. 
This cannot be achieved all at once, in a mechanical or 
administrative way, because it depends on the development 
of the productive forces. The economic, ideological and politi
cal conditions for this must first mature in every cooperative, 
in every zone and in the entire country. 

The qualitati've development of the cooperativist property 
which is occurring in Albania is the beginning of its fusion • 
with the property of the entire people. The main factor 
which has l~d to the strengthening of the collective property 
and its subsequent qualitative transformations is the ceaseless 
increase of social production. 

14 - 117 A 
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The rates of development of agricultural production 
been so high as to enable the age-old' backwardness to 
overcome in a few years. The primitive agriculture of 
wooden plough has given way to an agriculture of lar 
scale socialist economies, in which the cultivation of 
soil and many other processes are nearly all mechaniz .. 
Today, Albania is ranked among the most advanced countr 
as regards the quantity of chemical fertilizer used, irrigati. 
capacity and big 1land improvement iprojects. · 

From 1946 to 1960, the process of collectivization w 
stihl under way and many' cooperatives had just been· 
up, but in 1960, agricultural production had increased 

· 72 per cent against 1938, while from 1961 to · 1970, wh 
the cooi)eratives were enlarged and developed further, ag 
cultural production increased a further 79 per cent. It 
interesting to note that in the two five-year plans {1981-19 
and 1966-1970) most of- the increase in production (HO 
cent to 90 per cent) was achieved through· higher yiel. 
although at the same time the cultivated area was co 
siderably extended. Here we :have to do with radical quan, 
itative transformations which are observed in all asp 

··f:. 

of the development of the countryside. In 1978, 77 per ce. 
of the total agricultural production and about 73 per ce ·. 
of the national income realized' by the sector of sociali 
agriculture (the state and cooperative sectors) was creat . 
by the agricultural cooperatives. 

These figures show that inherent in the collective owne 
ship are great possibilities for development of the producti 
forces and social production and for raising the yield rat 
of different crops. 

Consi_derable progress has been made also in other as. 
pects of this collective property. The area of cultivated Ian 
increased 2.4 times ih 1979, as against 1938. The number o_ 
buildings serving production and social-cultural purpos · 
had been increased considerably. The area of orchards, oliv· 
groves and vineyards has been greatly increased as compare . 
with the pre-war period. 1More than 52 per cent of the culti 
vated area is under irrigation. The park of motorized mean 
has developed beyond any comparison with the past. 

· The effect of the expansion of production was to increas 
the funds of consumption and accumulation. Now it becam 
possi:bie for the agr~cultural cooperatives to establish the mos 
correct ratio between the funds of consumption and accumula-. 

\. 
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tion and within them, between the portion to be used for the 
extension of production and the portion for the development 
of the non-productive sphere, including buildings for socio
cultural purposes. 

As a result, agriculture today supplies the food for an 
urba? population w!llch has grown 2.5 fold and whose pur
chasing power has increased greatly since Liberation. 

Ano~her important. direction of the development of the 
cooperative property is the very marked socialization of 
the. means of production within the collective property itself. 
This has been achieved through the development of the 
fundame~tal mea;ris and the consolidated funds, through joint 
construc~10n proJect~ by several cooperatives, through the 
progressive regroupmg of the agricultural cooperatives, as 
well as thrm~gh the gradual reduction of the personal plots 
and the herding of .the personal livestock of the cooperative 
members parallel with the development of social production. 

The development of the fundamental means and the 
consolidated funds is the main fa<;tor for the further sociali
zation of the means of production. The fundamental means 
and the consolidated funds are the most concise index of the 
quantitative and qualitative development of the cooperatives. 
They represent the essential content of the collective socialist 
property. As regards its nature and content, the consolidated 
fund has some features in common with the productive 
funds of the state enterprises. Formed by accumulation, 
the~e funds, too, are used to maintain production and satisfy 
social-cultural needs, but they differ as regards their degree 
of socialization. 

Concern to build up the fundamental means has steadily 
increa~ed. At the present stage of the development of the 
collective property a gradual diminution can be seen in the 
existing differences between the cooperatives of the mountain
ous zones and the plains in the level of socialization of the 
means ?f production. This process is· going well thanks to 
the act10n of many factors, in particular the development 
of ~roduction in the mountain cooperatives, the long-term 
credits accorded them by the state, the numerous construction 
projects built and donated lby the people, the aid provided 
by the cooperatives of the plains. 

The de~elopment ,of the cooperativist property and the 
raising. of its level of socialization at a given period have 
made it . necessa:y for the cooperatives to undertake joint 
construct10n proJects. These are carried out jointly by a 
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number of cooperatives of the plains or the mountaina 
zones, or lboth when they maintain economic relations ( ' 
operation in matters of work and production), or are nei 
bours. In this field, the initial stage of manual laibour ' ' 
not yet !been left behind, especially in the mass actio · 
for the construction of irrigation works. Nevertheless; t 
path opens up vast .prospects. . 

Another important aspect of the improvement of prope · 
ty relations is the eventual regrouping of agricultural coo ·· 
ratives, which is directly linked with the very pronoun 
socialization of the means of production. This regrouping 
the cooperatives creates the conditions for better concentrati 
specialization and cooperation in production and contribut · 
to a more correct co-ordination of the rvarious branches 
agriculture. 

This process of regrouping the cooperatives assum 
particular importance from the 1deological viewpoint, as 
enhances the feeling for the collective property among th 
rural workers, enhances its social character and prepar 
the cooperativists to gradually raise their property to a hig 
er form, to transform it into property of the whole socie 
Uniting cooperatives of the plains with those of the hill 
and mountainous zones also gradually diminishes the differen 
ces in the socio-cultural development between the lowlan. 
zones and the hilly and mountainous 'Zones, and levels out th 
disparities in their income and standards of living. · 

This process of regrouping does not go beyond the con 
text of the collective ownership. However the superiority: 
of the regrouped property rests on the fact that it totally: 
loses the character of individual accumulation, that it is. 
transformed into social accumulation and prepares the indis-. 
pensable premises for its transformation, when the political,: 
social, economic, organizational and technical conditions ma".'\ 
ture, it is transformed into the property of the whole society. 

The regroup'ng of the cooperatives is a continuous · 
process, which is carried out in a conscious, organized and: 
progressive way. This process has its limitations and is 
accomplished gradually. The transition from one stage to' 
another requires certain political conditions, a certain level 
of economic and technical development, specific territorial '. 
conditions and the ability of the masses and cadres to orga
nize and manage large-scale socialist enterprises. 

This process gradually leads to the narrowing of 
essential economic and social distinctions between town 
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countryside, between work in indus:ry ~nd work in agricul
ture, in the sense that the latter is raised to th~ level . of 
the former, especially as regards the level of techmcal eqmp
rnent. It tends to level out the income and standards of 
living of the rural and city workers, to ensure the rural 
workers' income equa1 to tJhe wages the wo~ers of the state 
enterprises receive. 

The higher-type cooperatives - a new stage in 
the socialization of the group property 

The development of the agricultural cooperatives stimu
lates the important process of narrowing the essential ~if
ferences between town and countryside and the preparat10n 
of the objective and subjective conditions for the gradual 
transformation of the group property into prop~~ty of the 
entire people. The grouping of the separate cooper~tiv·~ proper
ties into more powerful units, the consolidation a:id 
improvement of the relations of work, e~change and . dis
tribution the better distribution of the net mcome, especially 
of the differential rent. the gradual levelling out of the 
essential economic, social and cultural difference~ be~ween 
town and countryside, and within the countryside itself. 
the ceaseless raising of the socialist consciousness of the 
cooperative members and the revolutionizatioi:i of their .wh.ole 
life-style, are the most important factors which are brm1tm£? 
the group property closer and closer to the property of the 
entire people. 

The setting up of mgher-type cooperatives in. the five-year 
plan of 1971-1975 was an important econ<?m1c and orga
nizational measure for the increase of state aid to the coope
rativist sector and the gradual raising of agricultural coope
ratives to the level, and when the necessary c~nditfons have 
matured, to the status, of agricultural ente:ripnses. The se:
ting up of higher-type coopera~ives was . a step forward m 
all directions. The first cooperatives of this type were set up 
at the end of 1971. They were the pioneers -of this great 
transformation which will be one of the most important ways 
of the socialist development of the Albanian countryside. 
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These cooperatives were set up with the 
Ill'embers. Thev remain ow consent of th 
other belongings which the~e~ri~f \he t~ork tools and all t ' 
they have the right to retain g. o ese new cooperativ 
other cooperatives.1 their personal plots as in a 

Na turallv they also en· 0 th . 
right to work to. elect a dl ~ 0 er n~hts, such as t 
to express thelr opinions o~ an~ ~!ected 11~ lheading organ .· 
the cooperative to demand iscuss a t e problems . 
ideas they rai~e, to criticiz:n~~~rs d to the suggestioi:is an' 
account on the activity of th . ema~d a rendering 
?asis also that the question e~~ coop~ratives. It is on t. ·'' 
insurance benefits has been settledpens1ons and other soc1 

. The foundations of the higher-t e 
their own material and t YP 
of their members and th:one ~9' ~eans, 
provides them with su 

1 
participatwn of the state, whic 

!he financial aid of th~ps~~=~~Y me~ns and all-round aid 
is not accorded in the form f 1 he higher-type cooperative 
form of investments of b d ~ ong-terI? loans, but in th 
developing _the productive uf!r~esfu~ds, h~ith the ~bjective o 
2~ of the Constitution of the PS_!l t is c~nnection, Articl 
circumstances, the state su t th RA s~ys · «Under certai 
~ent of higher-type coo ~~~r. s e. settin~ up_ and develop 
directly with investmentsp es tiv:sii in. which it. participate. 
production... Otherwise these pecia y I? the m~m means o ·' 
credits and other aid in th cooperatives receive long-term 
ratives, depending on the· e samd e ways as the other coope..,.. 

F ir nee s. · 
their r~:pot~~' e:~l~ yse:rs l~f their activit~ t~e state put at 
millions of leks to be iif!st1;1J~tarJi contnbuti~n, a sum . of 
hot houses, implement she'ds n d e con~truct10n of stables, 
development, etc. In these conctftf repair shops, for land .. 
ments and accumulation p h t ons, the amount of invest- • 
cooperatives is greater th!~ iec ~~e of harable land _in these . 
nearly at the level of inve t n t ~ ot er c~operatives and . 
prises. . s men s m the agricultural enter- . 

With the passage of time th . 
increased and this form of f' ' . e state mvestments have 

mancmg has brought the group 

1 According to the Constitution of the PSR of A . . . • 

:~~~u~!v:n~roperty ~f the state (Article 17). It is alloc~=~
1

~~ ~~~~e 1;n:~~ 
sonal us ente:pr1ses for social use and to individual citizens for per- : 

e. Land is allocated for use free of charge (Article 19). 
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property closer and closer to the property of the entire 
people both in form and in content. This increase in invest
ments by the state constitutes one of the concrete forms of 
action which assist the transformation of the group property 
into property of the entire people. 

Along with the direct investments by the state in the 
higher-type cooperatives, 81Pecia1 machine and tractor stations 
have been set up for their benefit. They contribute signifi
cantly to augmenting the motor power and the machinery 
base of these cooperatives, bringing them to the same level 
as the agricultural enterprises. 

The mernbers of these cooperatives are paid a guaranteed 
wage in proportion to the production. For each work norm 
accomplished, they are paid twice per month at a rate of 
90 per cent of the salary envisaged in 'the pian. At the 
end of the year, if the plan is realized, they get the additional 
10 per cent of their salary and 20 rper cent when the plan 
has been overfulfilled; on the other hand, when the plan 
is not realized, they do not get the remaining 10 pe;r cent, 
but this hardly ever happens. 'The members of higher-type 
cooperatives also have the right to get 30 per cent of their 
salary when bad weather makes work in the fields impos
sible. It should be pointed out that, although the higher-type 
cooperatives pay their members a guaranteed wage, its level 
is determined on the basis of the economic capacity of each 
cooperative. Hence it differs from one cooperative to another. 

Thus the higher-type cooperatives are big socialist col
lectiv,e enterprises in which the relations of property, ex
change and distribution· are raised to a higher, more advanced 
level. This constitutes a new advance in the field of perfect
ing the relaticms of production, a step forward of profound 
political, economic and social importance. This question is 
linked with the development of the productive forces, with 
a better harmonization of the interests of the group with · 
the interests of society, with a more efficient ''tilization 
of the material and technical base and the fund of accumula
tion, with the accentuation of the process of concentration, 
specialization and cooperation in agriculture, with the gradual 
transformation of group property into property of the entire 
people and with the reduction of the essential differences 
between town and countryside. 

The setting up of these cooperatives tends to accelerate 
the rates of agricultural production. Important material, 
technical and financial means have been placed at their dis-
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posal; they utilize the human and material possibiliti~s a. 
the climatic conditions better, and the organization a. 
management of production are strengthened and perfec ·· 
The bulk of the production of bread grain, cotton, sun-flow· 
milk and meat needed by' the country has been concentrat 
in these important modern agricultural economies and t 
agricultural enterprises. · 

For instance, the higher-type cooperatives have ensur.'· 
higher yields than the ordinary cooperatives in the prod · 
tion of bread grain, sunflower, sugar-ibeet, oJives, citrus fr · 
milk, meat, etc. 

The setting up of these cooperatives also marks a ne 
higher stage in the development of the group property a 
all the relations linked with it, in the course of bringing 
closer to the property of the entire people. This is a ne 1 

intermediate road which leads to lhe gradual e1iminati 
of the diff efences existing today between the two forms 
socialist property. 

The setting up of the higher-type cooperatives has al 
had the affect of consolidating the relations in the fiel 
of organization and management of production. While pr . 
serving the principles of cooperative democracy, the for . 
of organization and management and the structure of th' 
leading apparatus of these cooperatives are becoming mor' 
and more like those of · the agricultural enterprises. Th 
system of finance and accounting, provision and distributio 
has been perfected in these cooperatives, and all the new 
conditions created permit more rapid concentration, speciali ••· 
zation and cooperation of production, gaining the advantages 
or large-scale socialist enterprises. 

The creation of the higher-type cooperatives is based: 
on a better harmonization of the interests of the cooperativists; 
with those of the whole society. Their creation is based on 
the harmonious and proportional development not just of : 
agriculture only, but of the entire economy of the· country .. 
The extension and consolidation of the material and technical ·· 
base of production, the ever more solid and better organized 
scientific management of this production, the increase and ; 
stability of production, the improvement of the material well
being of the cooperativists, the strengthening of the alliance 
of the working class with the cooperativist peasantry, the 
search for new ways to reach a higher level of the socializa
tion of the group property - these are all essential aspects 
of· an improved concrete co-ordination of the· individruail and 
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group interests with th:e g~ne~al interest in this new form 
of organization. The mstitution of regula~ pay:nents of 
wages, linked with the results of production, is. a;i important 
step forward which directly favours the cooperativists. It tends 
to eliminate the existing differenoes between th~ s~ate 
sector and the cooperative sector in the system .of distn~u
tion and to convince the cooperativists that this collective 
economy is their guarantee of more stable ~ncomes. . 

While retaining the small peasant ow~ers~ip, the collec;tl
vization of agriculture, through the organization .of collective 
production, has transfor~ed it into group ow:iers~1p. However~ 
the cooperative ownership, and together wit?. 1t, the coope 
rative system in the countryside, have a transi~io~al character. 
In the process of the construction of the socialist and com
munist society, the group ownership mus~ be transformed 
into ownership of the entire people. The higher-type coope-
ratives are a step towards this objective.. . . 

From the viewpoint of property relat10ns, what is new i_n 
this form of collective organization and management of agri
cultural production is that it permits t.he gradual development 
of the group property in a way that is compl~tel'y natural to 
the peasantry.· The participation of the state m these coo~e
ratives enables the state property, the property of the entire 
people to be gradually built within the framework of the1 
group 'property. It is clear that this process responds to. the 
collective interests of the cooperativists and, at the same time, 
to the interests of the entire socie~y. 

The experience of the 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980) 
further strengthened the conviction of the masses on .the 
correctness of the line followed by the Party for th~ establish
ment of higher-type cooperatives as the. appropriate me.ans 
for the growth and intensification of agricultural product10n, 
for bringing the groUip property Closer to the property of the 
entire people. 



Chapter two 

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 
ECONOMIC SYSTEM OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA 

The fundamental aim of socialism is to develop 
forces of production to such a level as to satisfy the eve_ 
increasing needs of soch~ty and open the way for the futu 
application of the communist principle of dist_ribution. Thi 
objective can be achieved only through the contmuous growt 
and perfecting of socialist production on the basis of moder 
technology and an unprecedented rise in the productivi~ 
of social labouP. 

The· process of socialist production in the P~ple's . So.cial 
ist HepU'bl.ic of Albania is based on three essential prmc1ple 
and methods which ensure its rapid, harmonious and continuou 
development: democratic centralism, self-reliance and plan 
n1ng. 

Democratic centralism - a fundamental 
principle of the organization and management 
of the national economy 

Article 11 of the Constitution of the PSR of Albania says: 
« ... the organization of the state and state activity, all the: 
political and economic life in the People's !Socialist Republic 
of Albania are based on the principle of democratic centralism 1 

and develop according to it, combining the centralized direc- ' 
tion with the creative initiative of local organs and the mas
ses of the working people, in struggle against bureaucracy and 
liberalism.» 

The essence of democratic centralism is therefore a judi
cious combination of the centralized organization and direc-
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tion of the economy by the socialist state with the conscious, 
general and direct participation of the wol'king masses in the 
management of this economy. , 

The centralized organization and direction of the socialist 
economy are dictated by the level of the productive forces 
and by the conditions created for their development, by the 
degree of sociali~tion of production and the means of pro
duction, by the necessity for a harmonious development of the 
economy in the interest of the whole society. Social and co
operative ownership of the means of production create.c> the 
objective possibility to organize and manage the economy on 
this single basis through an overall state plan in which the 
productive activities of all the enterprises and the different 
branches of the economy in all districts of the country are 
completely co-ordinated. This function fully conforms with 
the social character of production and appropriation. The 
organization and management of the economy on this basis 
ensure an appropriate and rapid development in conformity 
with the needs of socialist production, increase the efficiency 
of production, and save the society a great deal of energy 
and other material losses which can have harmful consequen
ces in organization and management. 

Centralism in the economy presupposes the organi:zation 
and management of the economy by a centre, by the socialist 
state, its development in conformity with economic laws and, 
fiirst of all, with the fundamental economic law of socialism, 
its harmonious development on the basis of an overall state 
plan, exercise of control by society over work, production and 
the utilization of material means, the application of a conscious 
proletarian discipline in the accomplishment of each task by 
each link of the e.conomy, the responsibility of the lower 
organs to the central organs of the state and the economy, as 
well as the application of a revolutionary style and method 
in the organization and management of the socialist economy. 

At the same time the social ownership, the social cha
racteT of production and appropriation imply not only that this 
process is managed in a centralized way but also ~hat the 
working masses, the owners of the means of product10n take 
part in this management. This form of production also abso
lutely demands the application .cif socialist democrac1y in the 
leadership and management of the economy. It follows that 
centralism and socialist democracy in the organization and 
management of the economy are two aspects of the same 
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phenomenon; they presuppose one another and constitute t 
fundamental requirements of democratic centralism. 

Democratic centralism is the best combination of th · 
unified leadership of the state with the initiative and o 
ganized paPtktpation of the masses. It enab~es the co-ordinatio 
and accomplishment of the primary political and economi 
tasks in the fields of production, distribution and exchang 
and fulfilment of material needs on the scale of the whol 
society, while it ensures the organized control of society ove 
the proper accomplishment of these tasks. , 

Democratic centralism is the highest form of democracy' 
not only because it implies the active participation of th · 
masses in the discussion, examination, and approval of econ. 
omic plans, as well as in check upon and application o 
these plans, but also because it presupposes that it is th · 
masses who put these plans into practice, who verify th~ 
correctness of these plans in their productive activity, whO: 
modify and correct them. This centralism does not paralyze,: 
the initiative of the workers. On the contrary, it encourages 
the collectives to carry out their tasks in social production 
in the best and most efficient way. Herein lies the profoundly:; 
democratic, social and popular character of socialist centralism.( 
The socialist democracy in economic management has become, 
more and more deeply implanted. Socialism is the deed of the. 
working masses, and the socialist mode of production itself, 
creates the necessary conditions for this deepening of social-7 

ist democracy. In the course of the construction of socialism,;, 
the working masses thoroughly master the art of organization · 
and management, and aoquire. ever more profound scientific 
knowledge about the laws of social development. · 

Consequently, the initative of the masses and their parti- . 
cipation in the study and discussion of various problems have · 
increased; the leading organs listen more attentively to the . 
voice of the masses and the control of the working class has 
become more and more extensive and thorough in all direc
tions. 

In order to develop the. line of the masses further in the 
management of the people's economy, an all-round struggle is 
waged in the iPSR of Albania to eradicate bureaucracy in the 
method of management, against domineering practices, against 
tendencies to underrate or not listen. to the voice of the mas
.>es. This is a struggle for the continuous perfecting of the 
method of organization of work and the management of social 
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production. This perfecting constitutes a permanent task and 
it is conditioned by the development and perfecting of the 
mode of socialist production itself, by the necessity of enhanc
ing the role of the working class in the management of the 
eoonomy. 

Improvement of the method and forms of management of 
the economy includes both the centralized management of 
the economy and the socialist democracy in the organization 
and management of the economy. This can be achieved, first 
of all through strengthening the centralized management, 
which' cannot yield the desired results if control is not exer
cised from below as well as from above. Socialism implies 
both controil. and accounting, and the forms in which they can 
be put into practice are perfected along with the development 
of the economy. 

In the correct application of the principle of ~em?cratic 
centralism, in perfecting the method of the or~amzat10n. of 
work and the management of production, special attei:iti?n 
has been paid to the deepening and extension of socia~ist 
democracy in the management of the economy. !he worki:ig 
masises take part extensively in all th~ ~conomic and soci~l 
activity of each enterprise. All the a7tiv1t)'. of th:e economic 
entexiprises and agricultural coop~ratives is subJect to t?e 
judgement and control of tne working masses, ~ho exercIBe 
these rights not in a purely formal way but actively. 

· In this matter, the question of es'tablishing the most c?r
rect relations possible between the leaders and t~e work1.ng 
masses assumes special importance. These relat10.ns :vhich 
ensure the correct direction of the economy and give it the 
correct orientation are considered an impor~ant aspect o~ t?e 
relations of socialist production. The deepenmg of the socialist 
democracy in the organization ~nd managen:ent of the econ
omy is particularly manifested m the mergmg of the cadres 
with the masses. In regard to the organization of work, t?e 
management of the economy, the development of ~cial 
production, etc., the· cadres are ready to listen to the v01ce. orf 
the masses, learn from them and participate together w~th 
them in production and scientifi~ re~arch. Sue~ a practice 
is obligatory in the state enterprises, m the agricultural co
operatives and at all levels of the national e~onomy. 

The deepening of socialist democracy m the. economy 
presupposes abandonment of the old forms and adoption of n.ew 
ones to make it possible for the masses to manage production 
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and control all the economic activity of the ent<E?rprises, cooper ' 
tives or various institutions. The question of controlling th 
activity of a given enterprise or institution is abov·e all t 
business of the entire working collective and not that of : 
small elite. • 

The control by the working class stems from its m· 
sion, from the role it plays in social production in the social' 
regime, in the construction of socialism and communism. T " 
control becomes possible, necessary and inevitable in socialis 
society, because the working class and the working mass 
become the owners of the means of production. . 

The control in the name of the masses is exercised, firs 
of all, by the Party of Labour of Albania which guides an 
directs the entire life of the country, including its economi 
activity. The socialist state also plays a special role in th', 
field, through its action in economic and organizational mat. 
ters, 1bringing into play the leaqership and control by th , 
working class and the working masses. The state exercise 
control over its own organs and administrative and e·conomi . 
apparatuses and it is bro~ht into action with the help an 
under the direct influence of the wol'king masses. Thestl'. 
forms of control are combined and interlinked with, each· 
other so that they serve the cause of the construction of so~' 
cialism in the best possible way. 

In the socialist regime, the subjection of economic activity : 
and all other activity to the control of the masses is inherent . 
in the regime itself, because the working masses themselves. 
are the producers of the material goods, of the regulations, 
ordinances and laws of the organs of p€0ple's power, and in 
the course of their activity, they apply, correct and amend 
them in accordance with the level of development of the pl'O- · 

ductive forces, the degree of perfection of the relations of 
socialist production and the level of consciousness of the mas- '. 
ses themselves. Hence the masses participate actively in go
verning the country. 

There are many forms of the participation of the masses 
in the management of the national economy. The workers , 
play a primacy role in drafting and implementing plans, they · 
participate actively in the analysis of the economic and fi
nancial activity of the enterprises, in studying and deciding 
the measures to take to. raise their own ideological, cultural 
and technical-professional level. Daily practice provides many 
new forms in this field, which contribute to the strengthening 
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f the centralized planned direction, to the further deepening 
~f the socialist democracy in the management of the ~conom~ 

d the perfecting of the relations between the ca res an 
an 1 t• working masses in a revo u ionary way. . . ! 

The control organization and management of the econon? 
b the working' class by the working maSIS€S, are not. pure y 
f y rm.al do not have 'the character of a simple campaign and 
a~e not carried out spontaneously; on. the contr~~yd thnde:~~= 
a ermanent character and are consciously app ie u 
guldance of the rParty. The working. ma:sses are engaged ev~11 
day every hour in 'this control, orgamzahon an~ managemen o 
soci~l production and are ceaselessly p€rfectmg them. 

Self-reliance - the principal . . . 
road of the construction of socialism m 
our country 

«In the construction of socialism, the People's Socia.list 
Republic of Albania relies mainly on its own ~orces.» (Article 
14 of the Constitution of the PSR 0~ A~bama.) 

Theoretically, this principle and its i~portan~e. for the 
construction of socialism stem f~om the

1 
~a~ist-~~~~s~::~~! 

on the determining role of the mterna ac or a . . 
f t . f the ma"'""'S in the work of construction. Like t~e 
unc ion o """" · r · Albania 

people's revolution, the constn~ction of soc1a ism m 1 d 
. h k of the masses. This, however, does not. exc ~ e 
is t e wo~ th external factor during the national llberati~m 
~=r r~~ t~e i~ternationalist ~id of other socialist countries 
during the socialist construction of thef ct~un~7A (November 

In his report to the 7th Congress o e 
' xh · t d t the complete con-1976) Comrade Enver Ho a pom e ou' ~< • • h th 

struction of the socialist societ:y is closhely l~nk~l w1~ self= 
d. d implementation of t e prmcip e o 

understan mg an . r Id f life This great Marx
reliance in every step and every ie o . . . t 
ist-Leninist principle ~f prof~und rfevol;itt?:rbu~o~~~t i~ ~~e 

nl a law for the construction o soc1a is ' 

~re~ent conditi~rus, a~e:ge~ti:C1~:tya~~ ~~~i:~~:~t~~ c~h= 
suocessfull.y with e Y . .d that the principJe of p rt of Labour of Albama cons1 eTs 

1 se~f-~eli~nce is not a temi;>or~ry policy 1~ct~~~d !~hp~~~~~r~ 
~~~cu;s~~~~s, b~~~:;d 0~~ecJ~':,~1~;~~ a P':'inciple ap~licable 
i~ the liber~tion struggle, in th~ proletanan revolution, as 
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well as in the construction of socialism and the defence o , 
the country. <<The implementation of this principle,» Comrad . 
Enver Hoxha goes on, -«bars all paths to the inflow of ban.kl 
credits from !bourgeois and !revisionist states, lby means o:fl 
which the imperialists and social-imperialists enslave countrie~( 
and nations, and fatten on their blood and sweat. The so.'... 
called aid of the imperialists and social-imperialists to the 
developing countries constitutes a great fraud and is aim 
at exploiting the economies of these countries and dictating, 
their imperialist policy to them.» · 

The principle of self-reliance presupposes the continuous· 
reliance on the strength, the ideas and creative work of the\ 
working masses, the mobilization and organization of these 
masses for the material and social progress of the socialist. 
society, it presupposes reliance on the material resources off 
the country and their discovery, development and rational·, 
utilization to the benefit of the construction of socialism; 
reliance on the internal accumulation of the country, the most 
rational utilization of it in accordance with a general line: 
of a regime of savings, on the accumulation and generalization 
of the country's internal experience, as well as on the prudent·· 
and creative utilization of foreign experience, adapted to the:. 
conditions of the country; the setting up of an independent, 
multi-'branched, modern national economic system which res
ponds to the conditions and needs of the country. 

Immediately after Uberation, the question of the economic 
and cultural development of the country became the concern .·· 
of the entire people. Under the leadership of the Party, 
workers, peasants, intellectuals and women, set up units, de
tachments, battalions and brigades for voluntary work. An 
unprecedented enthusiasm for work swept the whole coun
try. 

In those very difficult conditions and despite a terrible 
shortage of machinery and experienced cadres, everybody 
worked self-sacrifi.cingly to repair all the damaged roads and 
bridges and restore the communications network. 

Thanks 'to the unsparing efforts of the worka-s, some of 
the :factories, power stations and mines were repaired and 
recommenced their operation in the first year after Libera
tion. The peasants were mobilized to ensure the sowing of the 
arable land and, with state aid, to rebuild the burnt-out houses. 
The educational and cultural institutions began their activity, 
and new schools were opened, especially in the villages. 
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The entire development of the economy of the PSR of 
Albania is based on the utilization of the internal, human, 
material and monetary resources. Immense investments h~ve 
been made in order to increase the fundamental production 
funds, to re-equip and modernize the existing branches of 
the economy to develop the natural assets of the country and 
utilize them '.more and more for the benefit of the economy. 

Through consistent implementation of the . princi~le of 
self-reliance considerable results have been achieved m Al
bania in the development of the national economy and the 
fulfilment of the needs of many branches. Thus, today our 
industry fulfils all the needs of the ·country for electric p~w~r, 
liquid and solid fuels and chemic~l fertilizers. I~ also s~ti?fles 
all the needs for building materials. (cement, timber, bricks, 
window glass, etc). Our engineering industry is capable of 
producing most of the spare parts needed for our economy 
and has begun to turn out many. ty~s of machine~y. and 
equipment, up to complete production lines, for .factories and 
whole industrial complexes. Light industry fulfils the needs 
of the people for textiles, shoes, etc, the food industry also 
fulfils the greater part of the needs for various products, 
especially oil, sugar, etc. . 

The advance of our socialist agriculture enables it to 
ensure ever better supplies of other food products for the 
needs of the population and to provide industry w~th raw 
materials of plant or animal origin. In 1976, our a~nculture 
achieved a great success: it produced all the bread gram needed 
by the country. . . . 

The complex plants designed and bmlt m Albania, .tod~y, 
rank with the most advanced in the world as to their size 
and technical level. A complete educational system, which 
satisfies the needs of the country for middle and high7r 
cadres of all specialities, has been establi~he~. T?day Albama 
has an extensive network of research institutions engaged 
in fruitful studies and research for the benefit of production. 

The coming into production of new, powerful indus~rial 
complexes will fulfil the needs o.f indust~y f~r ~teel, for iron 
profiles, tubes and plates; for high-quality hqmd fuels, raw 
materials for the chemical industry, fibre-cement products, 
glass and other products required by the engineering industry. 

This vigorous development has re?ul~ed in the buil~-up 
of the internal resources in the functionmg of the national 
economy. 

15 - 117 A 
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Self-reliance means that the working masses play an eve.· 
greater role in the solution of the economic problems of th·. 
country. The motto «Rely on our own forces» has become '. 
source of inspiration in Albania. When the IKhrushchevit · 
revisionists, and later, the Chinese revisionists, recalled thei . 
specialists and organized the blockade against our country; 
the Albani:;i.n workers themselves started to design and buil 
machinery and equipment and even whole industrial com.;; 
plexes with their own forces. The A1banian cadres and spe-"' 
cialists discovered important mineral resouI'ces, thus increasing 
the potential and independence of the national economy. · 

The working class, the innovators and rationalizers, the' 
engineers and technicians, the cadres, specialists . and all the: 
other working people of Albania have mobilized their physi .· 
cal, mental and creative abilities to fulfil the state plan ahead 
of schedule, to increase the productivity of labour, and to~· 
produce within the country machinery, equipment or other·' 
products which were imported in the past. ; 

The principle o'f self-reliance, the maximum utilization1 

of all the internal resources and reserves, as well as the con-· 
struction of a powerful national economy, enable the country 
to obtain the necessary machinery and equipment in foreign 
markets through trade on the basis of mutual benefit. 

The principle of self-reliance does not deny the role o( 
the external factor. :. 

On this subject, Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out: ._ 
~<While working for the construction of socialism according 

to the principle of self-reliance, our Party has never dreamed " 
of creating an autarchic economy, isolated within itself. At 
the same time, while combating any feeling of inferiority and 
worshipping everything foreign, it has not negated the value 
of progressive world thinking, the achievements of science 
and technology in other countries. It has always prized the 
revolutionary experience of all peoples, everything that serves 
the cause of the emancipation and progress of manikind. 

-«Far from excluding reciprocal collaboration and aid 
among the revolutionary and socialist foI'ces, self-reliance 
presupposes it. The aid which the victorious revolution gives 
the countries and peoples fighting fo:r na'tional and social libe
ration, the mutual aid among countries building socialism, is 
an internationalist P,uty. It is devoid of any sort of selfish 
interest and inspired by the lofty interests of Marxism-Lenin
ism. This aid is to the advantag·e not only of the country 
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,vhich receives it but also of the country wnich gives it, be
c~ause the triumph of socialism in any country serves the 
riumph of the revolution in· the other countries, too, its 
riumph over capitalism and revisionism .... 

11:1 t.he futl~re. too, Albania will adhere fir'inly to the line 
,f bmldmg socialism by relying on its own forces. 

The planned management of the econo~y 

The _m~de of prod~ction in the !People's Socialist ·Republic 
·A ~lban1a is characterized by the planned development of the 
national economy. 

This principle is sanctioned by Articles 25 and 26 of the 
Constitution: 

"'Th:e st~te organizes, manages and develops all economic 
end s~c1al life according to a unified general plan, in order 
:o satisfy the ever increasing material and cultural needs of 
the society, to strengthen the independence and defence of 
he country, by constantly increas.ing and perfecting socialist 

Jroduction on the basis of advanced technology.» 
1<For. the administration of means which are property of 

he whole people, the state creates economic enteDprises which 
carry on their activity guided by the general interests of the 
society, expressed in the state plan.» 

The necessity and possibility of this planned development 
.:>tern from the social character of the ownership of the means 
of production, the various enterprises 1being considered as 
orming a single economic entity. Therefore large-scale social

jst production cannot develop without a general plan. 
The planned development of the economy in the People's 

3ocialist Republic of Albania is carried out by the people's 
power. 

The state plans the development of the country's eco
'lomy; it administers the material, human and financial re
sources, determines the volume and structure of production · 
dnd major projects to develop the economy, establishes the 
rates of increase of labour productivity, the volume of goods 
.in circulation in interna[ and foreign trade, fixes the prices 
of goods, the levels of pay for workers and officials, etc. The 
Albanian state also directs the economic life of the agricultural 
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cooperatives always taking account of their 
ristics as cooperative enterprises. , 

BecaU:&e of the great importance of planning in the.:. 
complishrnent, by the socialist state, of its principal fun 
in the economic, organizational, cultural and educational fi 
the Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic of Alb 
as was mentioned above, gives ecxplicit legislative sanctio 
the planning of the nation.al economy as a constitutional p 
ciple. · 

The planning of the economy develops along with the:, 
sential stages of the conversion of private property of :'. 
means of production into social property. In the first st 
at the commencement of social ownership of the means 
production, when this form of ownership is not yet predo. 
nant, the planning of the people's economy has a partial 
limited character. In the second stage when the socializa · 
of the means of production has been achieved, in general, 
social ownership has become predominant, the people's e 
norny begins to develop according to a unified general s 
plan. fa the third stage, when the social ownership of 
means of production is totally predominant, when the . 
nomic base of socialism has been built and the socialist r 
tions of production have triumphed both in town and coun 
side, the planning of the economy enters a new higher s · 
of development. At this ·stage it is applied in the entire e 
nomy. 

The establishment and development of a planned econo 
demand the establishment and organization of an adeq 
system of organs for the management and planning of 
national economy, from the centre to the base, according 
the principle of democratic centralism. This has been 
remains the fundamental principle of the planned managem 
of the na'tional economy. The drafting of a unified state pl· 
on a broad, democratic basis cannot be conceived witho 
this principle. The system of state organs for the ""man 
ment and planning of national economy in Albania w 
established and has gradually developed, starting from initi 
simple forms of organization, to reach the highly perfect· 
form it has today. · 

The state plans in the People's Socialist Republic . 
Albania bear <<the seal of the people». Both drafting the 
and carrying them out are the collective work of the worki · 
people. Wherever they ar,e, at work, at meetings of their cit. 
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quarter, in the cultural institutions, etc, the working masses 
11ever fail to discuss the draft plans, to make their criticisms 

nd suggestions. On the basis of the many suggestions put 
;,Jrward in these popular debates, the initial figures always 
undergo changes and modifications. The working masses 
·ave frequently modified the plan during its execution, have 

. ,'t higher targets and accelerated the rates of development. 
All plans undergo such modifications. 

Upward of 13,500 commissions and planning groups, con
istmg of more than 82,000 members, 78 of them workers 

:ind cooperativists were set up and functioned all over the 
'1omeland to draft the directives of the 6th Five-year Plan. 
.1.bout 160,000 working people contributed to the discussion 
in the course of the examination of tiie draft directives, ad
·ancing about 45,000 proposals, of which over 30,000 were 
,1und valuable and endorsed. The same procedure was foHowed 

for the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), too. 
It should be pointoo out that in the course of the 

lebate, thanks to their very powerful spirit of initiative and 
revolutionary enthusiasm, the working masses expressed their 
1eterm.ination to undertake bold tasks, considerably greater 
asks than those envisaged in the draft-directives. Thus, the 

working masses themselves raised almost all the main targets 
·1resented in tlhe draft-directives of the 6th and 7th Five
·ear Plans. The revolutionary ardour of the a1gricultural work-

t·rs is also note-worihy. 

From one five-year plan fo the other 

Albania embarked on the road of the cfovelopment of a 
planned economy with a burden of great social, economic, 
technical and cultural backwardness inherited from the past, 
:1t a time when the country had suffered great material 
damage and loss of life at the hands of the fascist occupiers. 
The planned organization and development of the life of 
the country, of course on the basis of partial plans, began 
immediately after the triumph of the people's revolution. 
Such were the plans of 1945 and 1946. These annual plans 
envisaged the accomplishment of concrete tasks for the 
revival and organization of the national economy immediately 
after Liberation. The indices of these plans were naturally 
relatively restricted, but no small effort was required to 
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accomplish them. The aim was to reconstruct the ravaged 
paralysed economy, to get the mines and certain s 
industrial units back into operation, to rebuild bridges .. 
communication routes, to rebuild the damaged houses, et 

The first unified state plan of the national econo: 
was that of 1947. '1t marked the beginning of the devel' 
ment of the economy on a national scale, on the basis . 
unified state plans. It enabled certain concrete and urg · 
tasks concerning the reconstruction and equipment of 
economy to be carried out. The plan of 1948 completed 
restoration of different branches of the national econo 
and ensured their subsequent development. Total indus 
output that year was twice that of 1938. At. this stage co. 
munkations were completely restored, the bridges and ro · · 
were repaired, 1Jhe brn-nt-out houses were reconstruc · 
and a great number of new ,projects were completed. 

After the accomplishment of the two annual plans; 
drafting of the two-year state plan :for 1949:-1950 began. 
plan marked a new, higher stage in the planning and devel . 
ment of the Albanian people's economy. This plan envisa 
the creation of new branches and new indices which, 
reason, did not figure in the preceding plans. The. accompl · · 
ment of the two-year plan brought about many modificatio 
in the structure of total industrial and agricultural producti · 

The development df the people's economy on the b 
of short-term state plans was necessary in the first yea. 
after Liberation, in order to accomplish some very urg · 
tasks, for the reconstruction, management and organizati .. 
of the economy, to acquire the necessary .experience to go · 
to :five-year plans of the development of the economy an 
culture, without which the construction of socialism an' 
communism was inconceivable. 

The 1st Five-year Plan (1951-1955) 

As a result of the accomplishment of the first plans, 
1950, total industrial and agricultu!'.al output were respectivel 
4 times and 30 per cent above the pre-war figures. 1'herefore 
in 1951, the conditions had been created for the plannin 
of the people's economy to enter a new phase of developmen 
that of long-term plans. Thus a new period began, a peri 
of development at high rates. New, rational, well-harmoniz 
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proportions were established between the various branches 
of the economy, planning was established on a more scientific 
basis and corresponded better to our possibilities, the Marxist-. 
Leninist principies of socialist planning of the people's econ
omy were appli,ed in a more complete and better organized 
way. 

The long-term plans in Albania are unified five-year 
plans for the entire national economy. Up till 1980, six such 
plans had been successfully accomplished. Now the Albanian 
people are engaged in mrrying out the 7th Five-year Plan 
(1981-1985). 

The effect of the successful completion of the 1st Five
year Plan was to transform Albania from a backward agri
cultural country into an agricultural-industrial country. The 
basis of the new socialist economy was laid and the socialist 
sector of agriculture was extended. The necessary conditions 
were created .for the rate of the collectivization of agricul
ture to be accelerated, and for the construction of the eco
nomic base of socialism to be completed in the next five-
year plan. In 1955, the total volume of industrial production 
was 179 per cent higher than in 1950 and 1 l.5 times that 
of 1939. The rate of growth of. industrial production was 
22 per cent a year. In certain branches of industry, such as 
the extraction of chromium ore, the engineering industry, 
the timber industry, local industry, etc, the targets of the 
plan were overfulfillecl The handicraft cooperatives fulfilled 
the five-year plan 10 months ahead of schedule. About 150 
factories and other new state-owned enterprises were com
missioned during the 1st Five-year Plan. 

Agriculture made great progress also. The production of 
bread grain in 1955 was 53 per cent higher than in 1950. . 

The vigorous development of the economy and the 
growth of industrial and agricultural production made possible 
the improvement of the material situation of the working 
people and the raising of their cultural level. The circulation 
of goods in 1955 was 105 per cent greater than in 1950. 
The national income had increased by 70 per cent, the real 
wages of the workers and employees by 20 per cent, the 
income of the peasantry by 35 per cent. 

Great successes were recorded also in the development 
of culture and education. The netwot'k of schools was extended 
and the number of schools and students increased. Illiteracy 
was completely abolished among people under 40 years of age. 



232 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

The 2nd Five-year Plan (1956-1960) 

The 2nd Five-year Plan was over:fulfilled. This 
was characterized by the construction of the economic base 
of socialism. The total industrial output which was to be., 
realized in five years was realized in four years and nine. 
months, hence the industrial output envj!laged -tor 1960 was 
realized in. 1959. In 1960, the total industrial output was 
2.2 times above that of 1955 and 25 times that of 1938. The. 
mining, electrical, engineering and building materials industry 
had the highest development rates. The branches of the, 
light and food industries developed in parallel fashion. 
Consequently, the structure of industry was much improved .. · 
In 1960, industry's contribution to the national income reached: 
40 per cent. 

During the 2nd Five-year Plan, 250 big economic 
cultural projects were comp1eted. New oirl:...fields and 
iron niclrel, chromium, copper and coal mines came 
production. New workers' towns sprang up alongside. 

The most important victory in agriculture, a historic.. 
victory, was the large-scale collectivization of agriculture. 
In 1960, the socialist sector in agriculture covered 87 per cent 
of the arable land. Despite bad weather, esp€cially in th~ 
two last 'years of the five-year plan, the agricultural output , 
of 1960 was 25 per cent higher than that of 1955. The area··~ 
of cultivated land was increased by 13 per cent. Yields of all .. · 
agricultu:r~al products, including grain, increased. Tobacco, 
cotton and sugar-beet had the highest rates of increase. 

~The growth of industrial and agricultural production, 
the big productivity of labour and the fall in the cost of 
production were the main factors which resulted in an 
appreciable rise in the level of the material and cultural 
life of the people. In comparison with 1955, in 1960, the · 
national income increased by 48 per cent, the real wages of 
the workers and employees by 29 per cent, while the real 
income of the peasants increased by 35 per cent. During the 
2nd !Five-year Plan, 6 major reductions in the retaicr prices 
,of consumer goods were decreed. These reductions reptesented ' 
a gain of 7 billion 200 million (old) leks :for the population. 
The rates of increase in the circulation of goods were 2 
to 3 times higher than those of the increase of pop'ulation. 
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Considerable progress was recorded, also, in the develop
ment of education and culture, as well as in the protection 
of the people's health. In 1960, one p€rson out of five went 
to schoO!l. The number of higher cadres trelbled in comparison 
with 1955. Average life expectancy r-0se to 62 ye~rs. 

The 3rd Five-year Plan (1961-1965) 

Despite the savage imperialist-revisionist blockade im
po&ed on the country, the tasks of the 3rd Five-year 1Plan 
were successfully accomplished on the whole. This plan mark
ed an important step forward in the construction of the 
material and technical base of socialism. · 

The plan of total industrial production was fulfilled 97 
per cent. In the chromium, copper, ·electrical and engineering 
industry, the targets were overful:filled by satisfactory marg
ins. The oil, coal, building materials, and light and food in
dustries made :further progress. The foundations of the chemi
cal industry were laid. In the five years, 430 industrial, agri
cultural and socio-cultural projects were built and brought 
into service. Total industrial production in 1965 was 39 per 
cent higher than in 1960, or 34.8 times higher than in 1938. 

The total agricultural output in 1966 was 36 per cent 
higher than that of 1960, and 2.3 times that of 1938. The 
production of bread grain increased by 51 per cent, the 
irrigation capacity by 52 per cent. The volume of mechanized 
work increased by 82 p€r cent, while the necessary base 
for the establiishment of an intensive agriculture was strength
ened. 

In comparison with the 2nd Five-year Plan, the national 
income increased by 44 per cent. The part of this income 
allocated to consumption, the circulation of the goods in 
socialist trade and the total housing floor space increased 
likewise. The number of pupils and students envisaged in the 
plan was surpassed. The number of middle cadres doubled 
while the number of higher cadres more than doubled. 

The successful achievement of the objectives o:f the 3rd 
Five-year Plan was a testimony to the revolutionary spirit 
of the Albanian Workers, and their great moral and political 
strength. The accomplishment O·f this five-year plan showed 
that the base on which the Albanian socialist economy was 
built wa8 invulnerable and that the road followed by the 
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people's power for the socialist construction of the coun 
was correct. The experience of these five years also prov 
that the socialist construction of a country can contin 
successfully even under the difficult conditions of the im 
perialist-revisionist encirdement and pressure. · 

The 4th Five-year Plan (1966-1970) 

The 4th Five-year Plan marked an important step fo ,' 
ward in the construction of the material and technical iba ' 
of socialism by means of the socialist industrialization ' 
the country, the strengthening of the cooperative system i'· 

the countryside, the rapid development of agricultural pr . 
duction, mainly of bread grain, and the deepening of th 
technical and scientific revolution. On this basis the welt 
being of the people and their ·cultural level were raised an. 
the defence potential of the socialist Homeland increased. 

The 4th Five-year iPlan was accomplished in 4 yea 
and 7 months. The targets for the growth of total industria 
production were overfulfilled and the level fored for 197 ' 
was achieved in 1968. 

Bec:ause of ~ ~ore complete exploitation of the existing 
pr°?uctiv~ capacities an? .the. const~uc_tion of new projects,' 
durmg this plan the ~ociahst mdustriahzation of the country 
developed m extension and depth. Instead of 'the 50-54r. 
per cei:t i1:1crease envisaged by the plait, total industrial 
production m 1970 was 83 per cent higher than that of 1965.' 
The average rate of annual growth of industrial production~ 
was 12.9 per ce:it, or 4.2 per cent higher than envisaged .. ' 
. The product10n of the means of production (group A) 
m 1970 was 108 per cent higher than that of 1965, instead···. 
of the 65-?9 per cent increase envisaged. In the sector of .·. 

·the geological service, the objectives set for the increase : 
of industrial :eserves were surpassed. Instead of the envisaged : 
46 per cent mcrease, crude 011 production in 1970 increased · 
by 81 ~ cent i~ con:iparison with 1965. The targets were . 
o.verfulfill:cI also m mmeral extraction, oil refining, produc
~10n of bhster copper, etc. The production of electric power 
mcreased 2.8 fold in comparison with 1965 instead of the 
2.3 fold envisaged. The 4th Five-year Plan iaid the founda
tions .of ~he chemical industry, which has made an important 
contribution to the continuous increase in production, es-
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pecially in· agriculture. The engineering industry also made 
considerable progress through the creation of new productive 
capacities and a better utilization of its internal reserves. 
This branch of the economy successfully accomplished all 
the tasks assigned to it. The total output of the engineering 
industry in 1970 was more than 3 times greater than in 
1965. 

The advance in the production of the means of produc
tion was accomplished in harmony with the equally necessary 
increase in the production of goods for current consumption 
(group B). Instead of the envisaged 33-38 percentage increase, 
the production of consumer goods in 1970 increased by 58 per 
c<ent in comparison with 1965. The average rate of annual 
growth was 9.5 per cent instead of the envisaged 6. 7 per 
cent. 

1In 1970, total agricultural output had increased b'y 33 
per cent in comparison with 1965, representing a 5.8 per cent 
annual increase. The production of field crops increased by 
55 per cent and 'bread grain by 65 per cent. The production 

. of milk, meat and other animal products also increased 
considerably. 

The plan for breaking in new land by the cooperativist 
peasantry was overfulfilled. The irrigation capacity grew 
by 33 per cent to cover 54 per cent of the arable land as 
against 46 per cent in 1965. The volume of mechanized 
work increased by 90 per cent instead of the 36 per cent 
increase envisaged 1by the 4th Five-year Plan. Agriculture was 
provided with 6 times more chemical fertilizers than in 
the 3rd Five-year Plan. 

In the course of the 4th Five-year Plan, the volume of 
investments increased by 55 per cent and that of construction 
work by 46 per cent instead of the envisaged 34 and 18 
per cent, resp·ectiv·ely. The purpose of the investments and 
construction work was to ensure the rapid development of 
the extended socialist reproduction, the development of the 
social and ·cultural sectors, in particular, for the construction of 
houses, and especially to overcome the heavy damage caused 
by several earthquakes which the country experienced during 
that period. 

Satisfactory results were also achieved in the develop
ment o:f transport. In comparison with 1965, the volume of 
goods transport had increased in 1970 iby 53 per cent instiead 
of the envisaged 41-46 per cent. iPassenger transport increased 
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by 108 per cent instead of ithe envisaged 83 per cent. The 
riailwa'y netwo:r'k was extended and the merchant fleet 
expanded. 

Thanks to the continuous development of social produc
tion, the national income in 1970 increased by 55 per cent 
in comparison with 1965, insiead of the envisaged 45-50 
per cent. 

During the 4th Five-year iPlan, the level of accumulation 
achieved was raised to 34 per cent. This increase was 
accompanied with the continuous general growth of con
sumption by the population.· In comparison with 1965, the 
fund of consumption in 1970 had increased 30 per cent, or ' 
2.1 times more rapidly than the growth of the population. 
Important measures were taken during this five-year plan to 
raise the standard of living of the working people. All taxes 
on the working people's incomes were abolished. The prices 
of a series of mass consumer goods were reduced, and a 
number of measures favouring the agricultural cooperatives 
were taken. The turnover of retail trade goods in 1970 had 
increased by 45 per cent as against 1965, instead of the 
envisaged 25-27 per cent. 

The network of health institutions was extended during 
the 4th Five-year Plan, and the number of hospital beds 
increased by more than the envisaged 8 per cent. 

All these figures show that the targetg, set by the 5th 
Congress of the Party of Labour of Albania for the 4th 
Five-'year Plan were, on the whole, accomplished with success. 

The 5th Five-year Plan (1971-1975) 

The 5th Five-year Plan was marked iby a more vigorous 
growth and strengthening of all branches of the economy. 

The figures show that in 1975, in comparison with 1970, 
social production increased by 37 per cent and the national 
income by 38 ,per cent, or at an average rate 3 times higher 
than the rate of increase of the population. Industrial pro
duction now represented 65 per cent of the total industrial 
and agricultural production. In comparison with 1970, in 1975 
it had increased by 52 per cent, at an average annual rate 
of 8.7 per cent. Agricultural production had increased by 
33 per cent, at an average annual rate of 5.9 p€r cent. The 
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table below presents the main figures characterizing the 
development of our people's economy in the 5th Fi~e-year 
!Plan: 

Principal indices 

- Total social production 
- National income 
- Total industrial production 
- Total agricultural production 
- Volume of goods transported 
- Volume of investments (for the 5 

years taken together) 
- Productivity of labour in industry 
- Productivity of labour in construction 
- Volume of exports (for the 5 years · 

taken together) 
- Goods turnover in retail trade 
- Real income per capita of population 

In per cent 

Increase in 1975 
as against 1970 

37 
38 
52 
33 
45 

50 
21 
28 

75 
35 
14.5 

----·------------------·----

During the 5th Fiv·e-year Plan, the people's economy 
con"tinued to develop at relatively rapid rates. The average 
rate of growth of total social production was 6.5 per cent 
(8.7 iper cent for industrial production, 5.9 per cent for agri
cultural production). As was stressed above, these rates 
were two to three times higher than the rate of .increase 
of the population. This shows clearly that the economy of 
socialist Albania is developing more rapidly than the econo
mies of the capitalist countries or those countries where 
the revisionists have come to power. Unlike the capitalist 
and revisionist countries, socialist Albania knows no rises in 
the prices of mass consumer goods, no inflation, no unem
ployment. 

The productive forcee have developed rarpid1y in an all
round way, the material and technical base of socialism 
was raised to a new higher stage, and an important step 
forward was taken in the transformation of Albania into 
an industrial-agricultural country. The share of national 
income allocated to the development of the economy and 
culture was 3,5 per cent. The industrialization of the country 
continued to develop and the role of industry as the 
leading branch of the people's economy grew considerably. 
In 1975, · the production of means of production (Group A) 
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accounted for 58.5 per cent of the total industrial output. ·~ 
Important steps were also made in the rapid development 
and interusifd.cation of all branches of agriculture, especially 
the production of bread grain. This made it possible for the 
untiring agricultural workers to achieve a brilliant victory: ·· 
in 1976 they succeeded in producing all the graiin required 
to ensure the people's bread supplies. 

The well-being of the masses as a whole steadily im
proved, and the essential differenC€s between town and coun
tryside were further reduced. The state used important 
accumulated fonds to cope with the uncontrollalble rise in 
the prices of imported goods and has not permitted this 
phenomenon to affect the purchasing power of the popula
tion. '1n comparison with 1970, the production of mass con
sumer goods (Group B) increased by 45 iPer cent in 1975. 
Thus the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was 
higher than the rate of growth of the population, while 
the real income of the peasantry increased much more rapidly 
than that of the urban population. Improvements were 
made in the management of the economy, in the system of 
wholesale purchases, supplies of goods and distribution. The 
improvement of all the links of the superstructure during the 
5th Five-year Plan opened the way to the continuous develop
ment of the productive forces, released great forces and 
energies and warded off the danger of the bourgeois and 
rievisionist degeneration of our social, political and ·economic 
order. 

Achievements in the field of production 

1. Industrial production 

In 1975, total industrial output made up 57 per cent of 
the total social product, as against 52 per cent in 1970. In 
comparison with 1970, in 1975, the production of means of 
p:roduction had increased by 57 per cent and the production of 

· consumer goods by 45 per cent. Great successes were achieved 
in increasing the industrial reserves of minerals; the targets 
in this sector were accomplished and overfulfilled, opening 
up surer prospects for the continuous socialist industrialization 
of the country, for the exploitation of the natural resources 
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and the long-term development of the various branches o:f. 
industry. 

The light and food industry also achieved considerable 
successes: In comparison with 1970, production of the food 
industry in 1975 increased by 51 per cent and that of light 
industry by 34 per cent. To illustrate the importance of these 
results, it suffices to mention that in 1975 our economy 
fulfilled 85 per cent of our needs for consumer goods with 
local products. This is a great victory. 

2. Agricultural production 

Thanks to the particular concern of the Party for 
the socialist economic, social and cultural development of 
the countryside, important successes were achieved in agricul
tural production and the development of the countryside in 
general. 

In 1975, the agricultural enterprises and the higher-type 
cooperatives alone. ensured 37 per cent of the bread grain 
of the Republic and their contribution to the other crops 
was about 57 per cent for cotton, 58 per cent for sunflower, 
68 per cent for sugar-beet, 39 per cent for olives, 60 per cent 
for citrus fruit, 62 per cent for milk, 49 per cent for 
meat, etc. 

During the 5th Five-year Plan, the number of tractors 
(calculated in 15 horse-power units) increased b~ 54 per 
cent; the irrigated area now cavern 50 per cent of the 
arable land. In 1975, the quantity of chemical fertilizers 
used was 41 per cent higher than that of 1970. During 
this same peyiod 90,000 hectares of the new land were planted 
to crops. · 

The production of 1975, as against 1970, increased as 
follows: 

- total field crops 
- bread grain 
- sugar-beet 
- sunflower 
- cotton 
- haricot beans 
- livestock products 

30 per cent 
35 » » 
76 » » 

70 » » 

48 » » 
47 » ,. 

35 » ,. 
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3. Investments and fundamental constructions 

,The important and complex investments for the ra . 
and many-sided development of the different branches 
the economy and culture, made especially in heavy extracti ' 
and processing industry and agriculture, were one of t 

1 

main characteristics of the 5th Five-year Plan. ~· 
The investments made during the 5th Five-year P .. 

were 50 per cent higher than those made during the precedi ·· 
five-year plan and the volume of fundamental constructio 
increased by 49 per cent. 

· In the 5th. Five-year !Plan, 155 important new econo 
and socio-cultural projects· were constructed and put in. 
service. During this period, a considerable amount of wo . 
was done in several major projects such as the metallurgic 
combine (which has now turned out the first Albanian ir · 
and steel), the hydro-power station at Fierza, the oil refiner 
in Ballsh, the urea plant, the PVC and soda plant, t . 
Gjan~ iirrigation reservoir, etc. 

4. T71ansport and oommunications 

The road, railway and telecommunications network w 
extended. This facilitated and improved economic and soc·. 
relations and further animated the life of the country. Th 
volume of goods tran.siport increased by 45 per cent an 
passanger transport by 38 per cent. The volume of rail tra ·; 
port of goods was doubled. Sea transport made progre l 
and the capacity of the sea ports iµcreased. The communica · 
tions sector satisfied the needs of the economy and the popu 
lation of the city and the countryside better, doing a volum~; 
of work in 1975, 61 per cent greater than in 1970. ·· 

II. The accomplishment of tasks for the distribUltion of; 
the social pr:oduct, for l'laising the level of well-being. 
and the cUiltural development of the p·eJople 

1. Distribut'ion and ut,ilizatiton of the national income 

During the 5th Five-year Plan, the distribution 
utHization of the national income were carried out in 
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formity with the policy of the Party, mantaining a high 
level of accumulation with the aim of accelerating the 
development of the productive forces, ensuring the build-up 
of the defence capacity of the country and improving the 
general well-being of the people. 

The part of the national income allocated to the fund of 
accumulation was 36 per cent ~rustead of the 34-37 per cent 
envisaged by the 6th Congress of the Party, while 64 per cent, 
as against the envisaged 63-66 per cent of the national income 
was allocated to the fund of consumption. The target set by 
the 6th Congress of the !Party for the growth of the real 
income of the population was successfully achieved and the 
difference in incomes between the urban and rural popula
tion was further reduced. The real income of the city 
dweller increased by 8. 7 per cent while that of the peasant 
increased by 20.5 per cent. It shou1d be noted that the 
primary factor in the well-being and increased real per 
capita income has been and remains the growing participa
tion of the active population in useful social work. In fact, 
the number of workers in 1975 increased by 21 per oent as 
against 1970. In the countryside, too, the partidpation in 
work contributed directly to raising the well-being of the 
peasants. The fact that the average income per member in 
the agricultural cooperatives in 1975 had increased b'y 29 
per cent, as against 1970, was a great success. 

During the 5th Five-year Plan, a series of measures 
were taken favouring the cooperative peasantr~, especially in 
the hilly and mountain zones, in order to reduce the essential 
differences between city and countryside. Here are some 
of them: the establishment of a unified, centralized system 
of pensions and social security benefits for mother and child; 
reductions in the process of certain means of production sold 
to the agricultural cooperatives by the state; increased prices 
for certain agricultural and livestock products bought by the 
state; the undertaking by the state of part of the investments 
made for breaking in new land, irrigation works and the 
development of fruit-grnwing. Besides reducing the essential 
differences between city and countryside, those measures 
have helped to increase agriculJtura'l production and strength
en the aHiance of the working class with the ieoaperativist 
peasantry. 

In fighting to raise the living standards of the working 
masses, the Party has always pursued a corr·ect policy in the 

16 .... 117 A 
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field of distribution, alfowing no great differentiation iri;J 
the levels of income and living standards between differert~; 
classes and groups of the population. This . is . not petty' 
bourgeois egalitarianism, but a correct apphcat10n of t " 
socialist principle of remuneration according to work don · 
and an effective measure to prevent the cr€ation of a privileg 
ed and favoured stratum which might become the carrier o, 
bourgeois and revisionist ideology and a social basis ~o 
the restoration of capitalism in our country. It was w1 
this purpose in mind that the. Central Committee. ?f t~· 
Party and the Council o:f Mimstens took the dec1s10n 
April 1976, .. on the reduction of higher salaries, on im, 
provements in the pay system for the workers and on th 
further narn:owing of the distinctions between rcity and coun. 
tryside.» Thanks to these measures, the p€asantry has a ne 
gain of 140-160 million leks per year. This is greater th 
the total gain to our whole population from the im1;>0rtan, 
reductions in the pric€s of consumer goods made m ou 
country up to date. , 

Thus in the PSR of Albania, the ratio between th . 
average pay of a worker and the pay of a director of a ' 
enterprise, in a given secto·r is 1 to 1.7; the ratio betwee 
the average pay of the workers in general and the pay o . 
a director or minister is about 1 to 2; the ratio between th~ 
lowest and highest pay of the workers in a given sector! 
is about 1 to 1.5-1.65. Because of its importance in principle, 
the pay ratio has become a juridical constitutional norm.~ 

In the countries where the revisionist cliques are in; 
power, not to speak of the capitalist countries, the ratio: 
between the lowest and highest pay varies between 1 :10 and· 
1 :30, without counting the bonuses which the directors ofr 
enterprises, the engineers and technici~ns .enjoy as a. ~s1:11t: 
of the capitalist distl'ibution of profits m the rev1s10mst 
enterprises. 

2. Improvllment of the well-being of the ,mass:es 

The improvement of the well-being of the working · 
masses also depends on the circulation of goods. During the 
5th Five-year Plan, the circulation of goods increased by 35 • 
p€r cent. Supplies for the people in 1975, as against 1970, : 
increased as follo~i': sugar 30 per cent, edible oils 27 per 
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cent, meat 27 per cent, vegetables 22 per cent, milk 43 p€r 
cent, cheese 60 per cent, eggs 180 per cent; shoes 25 per cent, 
hosiery 51 per cent, furniture and household goods 26 per 
c.:ent, etc. 

The health service in the PSR of Albania was greatly 
extended during the 5th Five-year Plan, especially in the 
countryside. Health service iinstitutions have been set up in 
almost all cooperatives. In 1970 there was one doctor for 
1.180 people, while in 1975 there was one doctor for 870 
people. It should be noted that in Albania medical care is 
provided by the state free of charge for the entire population. 
AJlbania tis the country with the lowest death-rate in Europe 
and iaverage life expectancy has :reaiched 69 years, as 
against 38 years in 1938. 

3. EdUication ·and culture 

Important successes have been achieved in the fields 
of education and culture. In 1975, 30 people out of every 100 
went to school. In the work of education and teaching in 
our. new school, the spirit of the class, the proletarian and 
revolutionary spirit of education have been strengthened through 
the application of the three components of our new education· 
system: study, productive labour, physical and military edu
cation. 

On the other hand, cultural and artistic activity assumed 
a more pronounced mass character. This activity was purged 
of the libeFal-bourgeois and revisionist influences which 
were the result of the hostile activity of the traitors 
Fadil iPa:~rami, Todi Lubonja and others in this field. The 
founding of the Academy of Sciences was of great importance. 
It created greater possibHities for the further extension and bet
ter organization of :research work, as well as for the perf€cting 
of the method of study and scientific research. The arts and 
literature also made progress both in quantity and quality, 
in their revolutionary content and in their artistic form. 

The marked raising of the well-being of the entire 
people is a great victory for the general line and the economic 
policy of the PLA, which once again shows the superiority 
of the socialist socio-economic order over the capitalist order, 
whetheT bourgeois or revisionist, in S}lCh a vital and decisive 
sphere as that of the care shown for man and all his needs. 
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In the PSR of Albania, despite the blockade imposedi'.~ 
by the external enemies and the hostile activity in theii 
economic field of the traitors Abdyl Kellezi, Ko~o Theodho '! 

and Ki~o Ngjela, despite the pressure of the great economici'. 
and financial crisis of the capitalist-revisionist world, th~f 
prices of consumer goods have alwa'ys remained stable an ,

1 

correspond to the needs and purchasing power of the p€0pl '· 
whereas in 'the capitalist and revisionist countries the prices o:, 
consumer goods are constantly rising. :: 

In conclusion, it can be said that the targets for th . 
economic and cultural development of the country duri 
the 5th F:ive-year 1Plan, on the whole, were succes.5full~ 
attained and that the fundamental political, economic an 
social objectives set by the 6th Congress of the PLA we 
achieved. . 

For the ALbanian people these results were a solid basi. 
for their efforts to carry out the 6th Five-year Plan sanction 
ed by the 7th Congress of the PLA. 

The 6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980) 

The economy and culture of our country reached a highe · 
stage of development in the 6th Five-year Pl~m. '~'he volume ot_ 
production was further increased. and maJo_r improvements~1 
we.De made in the structure of social product10n. :' 

Although the Chinese revisionists cut off credits an? inter..;'; 
rupted economic. relations wit~ ~ur country, ~n w~·ch the:: 
achievement of rmportant obJectives of the 6th -~1ve-year'J.. 
Plan depended, the Party called on the people, moibihzed and· 
led the working masses to fulfil the main targets of the state·• 
plan. 

In 1980, as against 1975, the total social product had 
increased 24.4 per cent, or more than twice the increase of the. 
population. The industrial output of 1980 was 131 times that 1 

of 1938. 
As a result of the consistent implementation of the eco- . 

nomic policy of the Party for the further development of the·· 
socialist industrialization of the country, total industrial pro ... 
duction increased at an average annual rate of 6.1 per cent • 
during the last f.ive-year plan. New branches of industry were · 
set :up, such as that of ferrous metallurgy, deep processing · 
of ofi, the ferro-ichrome industry, etc. AQong with this, the 
material and technical basis of the existing branches of the .' 
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extracting and processing industry was further extended. 
Priority was given in the 6th Five-year Plan to the de

velopment of branches which pmdruce means of production. In 
1980, the proportion of Group A in total industrial production 
reached 64 per oent as against 56.8 per cent in 1975. The 
energy industry was further strengthened, thus fulfil'ling the 
growing needs of the country and becoming one of the main 
sources for the increase of exports. Major sucoesses were also 
achieved in the discovery of new oil- and gas fie.Ids which 
resulted in the increase of industrial reserves. In 1980 the 
quantity of coal extracted was 63 per cent greater than in 
1975, while the production of electric ene11gy by the hydro
power stations increased by 3 times. 

The engineering industry had high rates of development, 
too, and it fulfilled the target of ensuring 95 per cent of the 
needs of the economy for spar·e parts locally. Major steps were 
also made in the increase of the production of various machi
nery and equJpment. In 1980 the production of this branch 
of industry was 57.7 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked 
progress was also made in the other branches of the heavy 
extracting and processing industry, such as that of chrome, 
copper, the chemical industry, the building materials industry, 
the timber and paper industry, etc. 

The production of consumer goods was further inoreased 
during the 6th Five-year Plan. The annual average growth 
rate of many of the main products of the light and food 
industry was 2.2 to 6.5 times the annual rate of the population 
incr,ease. 

Our socialist agriculture further developed in the 6th 
Five-year Plan on the basis of the intensification of the pro
duction of its various branches. In comparison with the 5th 
Five-year IPlan, agricultural production for the five years of 
the 6th Fiv,e-year P1an taken together was 21.4 per cent 
greater. The cooperativist peasantry and the other working 
people of agriC'Ulture ·consolidated their great victory, the 
fulf.ilment of the needs of the ·economy and the people for 
bread grain through the production of all the grain needed 
within the country. This, along with the increase of other 
agricultural and livestock products, resulted in the further 
enhancement of the role of agriculture, in the strengthening 
of the independence of the country and in the ever better 
fulfilment of the needs of the people, industry and exports. 

These achievements were also the result of the further 
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strengthening of the material-technical bas,e of agriculture. 
Along with the increase in the number of tractors and other j' 
agricultural machines, irrigation was extended to another .. 
40,000 hectares and in 1980 the quantity of chemical fertilizers ' 
was 50 per cent greater than in 1975. Marked progress was 
also made in the more rational utilization of the material tech- ; 
nical base through the application of advanced techniques and: 

. technology for increasing the fertility of the soil and manage- , 
ment of livestock. 

The volume of investments made in the 6th Five-year ' 
Plan for the development of the economy and culture was · 
15 per cent greater than in the 5th Five-year Plan. Important 
economic and social-cultural projects were built and commis- '. 
sioned during this plan. They !brought about the further 
strengthening of the material-technical base of the economy. 
as a whole and of its separate branches, of industry and· 
agriculture in particular. 

The other ibranches and sectors of the economy and cul
ture were also further developed. The volume of products···. 
and goods transported during the past five-year plan increa.s- : 
ed by 30 per cent, thus fulfilling the requirements of the; 
economy for the timely transport of goods. ' 

!New markets for the export goods were ensured by the 
foreign trade and the volume of export and import was ' 
increased as a whole. 

All these achievements were another major step forward 
on the road of the transformation of Albania into an indus
trial-agricultural country. 

As a resu'lt of the care of the Party and the measures it 
took, the living standards of the working masses were further 
improved. The real per capita income and the purchasing 
power of the population we:re further increased and the 
socialist commerce fulfilled the needs of the people for con
sumer goods better, in quantity, quality and structure. The 
sector of communal services was also rapidly extended. 

Socialist education and culture were further developed. 
Their role in the communist education of the working masses 
was further enhanced. Twenty iliousand higher cadres of 
different specialities, or 57 per cent more than in the previous 
five-year pJan, were trained in the 6th :FTue-year Plan. The 
quality of teaching was raisetj in higher schools turning out 
~igher specialists and !n secondary schools turning out quali
fied workers and middle specialists. Over 730,000 pupils and 
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students are nowadays attending secondary and higher schools. 
Fourt,een feature films, 10 animated cartoon films, 26 docu
mentary films and 40 newsreels are annuaUy produced in 
Albania. 

The heal th service was . further developed in the direction 
of the protection and improvement of the health of the people. 
Another achievement was the adoption of further and more 
complete hygiene measures in cities, villages, work and pro
duction centres and the protection of the env:\ronment from 
pollution. Ther•e are 3,890 health institutions in Albania with 
5, 140 higher cadres serving in them. There is one doctor for 
every 738 residents without counting dentists. 

The socia!Jist n~lations of production were further per
fected on the basis of the directives of the 7th Congress of the 
Party. The measures taken for the eonstant strengthening of 
the socialist property, the improvement of the forms of re
muneration according to the quantity and quality of the work 
done, ,encouragement of revolutionary initia!ives, especially of 
that for 1Jhe •creation of joint herds fr-0m the cooperativists' 
personal livestock as well as the improvement of the scientific 
and planned management of the economy, became major fac
tors for the further development of the economy and culture 
and the socialist construction in our country. 

The uninterrupted development and deepening of the 
technica1-scientific revolution, which has suocessfully solved 
many problems of the development o.f the economy, culture 
and the enlhancement of the defence potential of the country, 
has also made a va,luable contribution to the general develop
ment of the country. 

The 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985) 

The main indicators of the development of the ·economy 
during this five-year plan are ito rise as follows: 

Total social product 
National income 
Total industrial production 

Increase in per cent 
198~ against 1980 

34-36 
35-37 
36-38 

Total agricultural production (in the 7tih Five-
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year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Plan, 
for the five years taken together) 

- Fundamental investments (in the 7th Five
year Plan as against the 6th Five-year Pian, 
for the five years taken together) 

- Transport of goods (ton/kilometres) 
- Circulation of retail goods in state trade 
-'--- Exports 

Produotivity of social labour 
Real income per he<i,d of population 
Total financial income 

30-32 

22-24 
34-36 
22-24 
58-60 
12-14 
8-10 

34-36 

In industry geological prospecting for minerals will be · 
stepped up. Priority will be given to the development of the. 
e!lLairgy industry. In 1985, as against 1980, oil extraction will'. 
increase 58-60 per cent, coal extraction will increase about 
48 per cent and the production of electric power about 16 ·· 
per cent. 

The mineral extracting industry will i!Je developed at : 
rapid rates. In 1985 as against 19i80, extraction of chromium 1 

ore will increase abou! 29 per cent. of copper ore about 53 · 
per cent, and iron-nickel about 2.5 times. The extraction of i 
phosphorites, quartzite. rock salt, marble blocks dolomite. 
olivinite, bauxite, magnesium, nickel-silicate, a:labaster, etc. 
will also be increased. 

Ferrous and non-ferrous metallurgy will be developed , 
rapidly; in 19'85 as against 1980 production of rolled steels 
will increase 76 per oent, carbonic ferro-chrome about 3 fold 
and blister copper about 28 per cent. 
. The total production of the engineering industry will 
mcrease 43-45 per cent, reconditioning of spare parts 54-56 
per cent and the production of machinery and equipment 56-
58 per cent. 

In 1985 the produc!.!on of the chemical industry will be ' 
62-65 gr·eater than in 1980, that of the building materials in- · 
dustry 20-22 per cent, of the timber and paper industry 22-24 
per cent, of the light industry 38-40 per cent of the food 
industry 23-25 per cent. ' 

Agriculture will proceed more rapidly on the road of 
intensification of production. Production of bread grain re
mains the principal task in this five-year plan, too. Over the 
5 years it will increase about 20 per cent in comparison with 
the 6th Five-year Plan. Production of industrial crops will 
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also increase rapidly. Average annual production of sugar-beet 
will increase 41-44 per cent, sun-flower 56-58 per cent, cotton 
55:-58, and tobacco 46-49 per cent. Special importance will be 
given to increasing production of potatoes, vegetables and dry 
beans. . 

Animal products will also increase at rapid rates. In 
1985 as against 1980 millk production will increase 30-32 per 
cent, meat 53-55 per cent, eggs 50-52 per cent and wool 34-
36 per oent. 

The area planted to fruit trees will be further extended. 
Over the five years of the 7th Five-year Plan the production 
of pip and stone fruit will increase 38-40 per cent, grapes 41-
44 per cent, citrus fruit 43-45 per cent and olives 68-70 per 
cent as against the 6th Five-year Plan. 

Another 50-51 thousand hectares will be added to the 
area under irrigation and 26 thousand hectares of virgin land 
will be broken in. 

The national income will increase at rapid rates. In 1985 
the fund of accumulation will increase 74-76 per cent as 
against 1980. The volume of investments during the 7th Five
y-ear Plan win increase 22-24 1per c2nt. Albout 74 ner cent of 
the total voJume of investments will be used for the develop
ment of industry and agriculture. 

During the 7th Five-year Plan 46-48 per cent of the 
increase of industrial production and 42-44 per cent of the 
increase of the volume of construction-installation work will 
be secured from the increase in labour productivity. 

About 50 thousand flats will be built by the state durin~ 
the 7th Five-vear Plan. 'Likewise. construction materials will 
be made avai.lalb1e for the cooperativis't peasantry to build 
31 thousand houses. 

In 19'8'5 as against 1980, the number of student<; attending 
the higher schools will increase 24 per cent, while the number 
of pupils attending full-time secondary school will increase 
a!bout 46 per cent. 

Art, physi•cal culture and sports will be further developed 
with greater mass participation in them. 

The health service will also be further developed. 
The techniical-scientific revolution will ibe developed and 

deepened in all branc~es of the economy and culture on the 
basis of the Marxist-Leninist policy and wor:id outlook of the 
Party. 

The socialist relations of production wiH be further im-
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proved. The socialist property will be further strengthene · 
especially in the countryside. The relations of distributio 
will be further improved through the application of the so; 
cialist principle of remuneration according to the quantity an 
quality of the work done. ..· 

Advantages of the planned management 
of the economy 

The planned development ensures the national econom 
a marked superiority not only over the semi-feudal econom 
our country had in the past, but also over that of the mo 
developed capitalist countries. 

The people's economy is directed to satisfying the nee . 
of sociefy as a whole and not to seeking profit. Competitio ·· 
and ana,rchy of production being non-existent, the plann 
development of the economy in Albania is based on the de 
velopment of science and technology serving the needs of th 
national economy. 

Planning, as a method of management, ensures a con 
tinuous development of the people's economy at accelerate.· 
rates. The people's economy does not experience the economi 
crises which ravage the economies of other countries peri~ 
dically drawing them into regression and inflicting great ma~. 
terial damage on society. Unlike what happens in the capital..; 
ist countries where there is a cyclical development of th·· .. 
economy and crises recur periodically, the people's economy. 
in Albania develops at high rates according to the propor..:. 
tion fixed by the state, in conformity with the law of the 
planned development of the national economy and the fun-, 
damental economic law of isocialism. 

The high rates of development are an objective neces-, 
sity dictated by the need to eliminate the technical and. 
economic backwardness inherited from the past as quickly 
as possible, to accelerate the rate of development of the 
productive forces and bring it into conformity with the so- . 
cialist relations of_ production so as to ensure the 
of the well-being of the working masses. 

Even in recent years when Albania has built a powerful 
economic base, the rates of development have remained high .. : 

Average annual growth rates 2· to 3 times higher than the · 
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rate of natural increase of the population, which is one of 
the highest in the world, is the main characteristic of the 
industrial development of Albania. 

Such high rates of development naturally have the 
effect of pushing Albanian industrial production to propor
tions beyond any comparison with the past. 

1It should be mentioned that Albania surpasses a good 
number of countries in the rate of industrial expansion. 
Under the people's power, industrial expansion rates ?ave 
been double the average annual world rate and three times 
higher than the rates of certain developed capitalist coun
tries. 

During this same period, socialist agric:ilture also de
veloped rapidly. It is note-worthy that, despite the e~treme 
backwardness Albania inherited from the past, today it has 
surpassed the average world development rates. . 

Historical experi,ence has refuted the theses that high 
rates of development are typical of the first stage of indus
trialization, and gradually decline in the subsequent stages. 

The rapid development recorded in soc~alist Al?ania is 
proof of the superiority of the socialist regime. This ~upe
riority will make it possible in the future ~or Albama to 
attain higher and higher peaks in its economic and cultural 
development. 

The harmonious development of the 
national economy 

The socialization of the means of production in Albania 
resulted in the liquidation of the elements of the economic 
life characteristic of bourgeois society, spontaneous Huctua
tions of market prices, the rate of profit, the value of 
shares, etc. which gave way to the harmonious development 
of tne- socialist economy. Under capitalism, where all pro
cesses develop spontaneously, harmony is conceived in no 
other form than as a blind means to be obtained and establish
ed temporarily through foe crises, disproportions,. ~mar
chy, competition and disruption which are ch~ractenstic ?f 
this system. In the socialist regime, the_ social owner~hip 
of the means of production makes possible the conscious 
preservation of the stability, continuity and dynamism of 
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these proportions. This is achieved, first and foremost throu 
the planning of the people's economy. ' 

The five-year plans ensure the proportional developmen 
of the vario:is ?ranches of the people's economy as well 
of all the districts of the country. This is not just a stat" 
balance, established through the various elements of repr . 
duction, .~ut an interlinking of these elements adapted t 
t~e conditions and requirements of a given stage. Hence tli' 
five-year plans comprise a dynamic balance. Consequent!' 
under the people's power, production of means of producti , 
has increased more rapidly than that of goods for consum 
tion, accumulation more quickly than consumption, ~ 
dustry has developed more quickly than agriculture, t' 
development of certain elements and sectors of social 
production is accomplished moDe rapidly than that of ce , 
tain others. All these factors constitute an objective necesl 
sity for the harmonious development of the people's eco" 
nomy at the given stage. : 

The successes achieved in the development of industr' 
testify to the creation of a powerful material base and mak 
possibl~ the transformation of Albania from an agricultura( 
mdustn~l coui:try to an industrial-agricultural country, th • 
to. an md:istnal country with advanced agriculture. Alon 
w1th the increase of the pvoductive capacities, these suq: 
cesses also enable emphasis to be placed on the intensifica' 
tion of agriculture based on modern technique and techno.\i 
logical processes. ' ' 

The main t~sk in regard to industrial development in~ 
the f.uture remams th~ development of industrial production 
~nd improvei:ient of its structure, so that a multi-branched/ 
mdustry ~elymg mainly on advanced technology and a stable; 
local basis as regards the provision with raw materials is 
created. Only such an industry can make possible the achie-' 
v~m~nt .of short-term and long-term ob}ectives of the indus
tnahza.tion, the uti~ization, stage by stage, in a rational way 
and with the maximum economic efficiency, of the various 
natl~ral resources of the country; the fulfilment of the es-: 
sential a?d n;i~st urgent needs of the national economy; the.: 
system':ltic raismg of the standard of living of the people and · 
the build-up ?f the defence capacity of the country. '. 

The priority development of the means of production is ; 
based on the . process of continuous technical development, • 
on the expansion of the material and technical base, on the · 
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quantitative growth of the means of production used; on the 
gradual modification of their structure and the multiplicati<;m 
and renovation of their forms. This process has contributed 
to the accelerated growth of the volume of production of 
means of production compared to that of consumer goods. 

The mo:re rapid growth of means of production as com
paried with consumer goods has been achieved in Albania as 
a result of the increase of the share of material expenditure 
in production. 

The rapid growth of productive accumulation remains 
anotheT factor of the ihigh level of dynamism of socialist 
reproduction and the priority development of means of pro-
duction. 

Starting from the 3rd Five-year Plan, the fund of accumu-
lation has increased not only in absolute value but also in 
relation to the fund of consumption. In the historical condi
tions of the construction of socialism in the PSR of Al
bania the maintenance of a relatively high level of accumula
tion is dictated by the need to accomplish as quickly as 
possible the tasks emerging from the stage of the completion 
of the construction of the material and technical base of 
socialism, as well as the circumstances created by the im
perialist and revisionist economic blockade. 

This is a revolutionary line in the distribution and use 
of the national income. It fully :responds to the necessity of 
achieving the highest possible :rates of development by care
fully harmonizing the long-term obje~tives wit_h the imm~diate 
tasks. This line is closely linked with the vital necessity of 
establishing an economy as self-sufficient as possible, capable 
of coping with all circumstances which may arise from the 
imperialist and revisionist encirclement. The growth of the 
fund of accumulation and first of all its increase as a per
centage of the national income are also dictated by the need 
to overcome the economic backwardness inherited from the 
past as quiekly as possible. This is indispensable. ~f ~he 
program of the socialist industrialization, the coUecbvization 
and intensification of agriculture, the program of the complete 
construction of the socialist society, is to he carried out. 

The increase in accumulation, the maintenance of high 
rates of this increase, constitute an objective process dictated 
by the development in depth of the technical-scientific 
revolution which is going on in the People's Socialist Repu
blic of Albania today, by the acoeleration of the rates of 
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construction of the material and technical base of socialis:m 
and by the need for a marked increase in the productivit 
of labour. That is why the norm of accumulation in Alba ··' 
is so high. 

It is the rapid development of socialis·t production whic 
has made the growth in volume and the rate of increaS€ · 
accumulation both necessary and possible. The need fo 
funds, especially for productive funds has increased consf: 
derably. And a.s we have pointed out in previous chapte~·· 
this can be seen in the increase in the fundamental inves., 
ments made in our national economy. t 

This increased accumulation constitutes a material an' 
financial base, not only for the increase of production b ' 
also for the growth of consumption, a growth which resul· 
in the impr.ovement of the well-being of the people. · 
fact, if accumulation and consumption are considered fro 
the angle of their reciprocal connection and not only for on 
year but for a longer time, it turns out that the fund o 
accumulation used in ·the courne of S>everal years is ma 
terialized in the growth of production and the national incom 
consequently in the growth of material and financial values · 
the successive years, a large part of which is used to rai 
the material standard of living and the cultural level of th 
people. · 

The question of proportion betwe€n the consumptio
1 

and accumulation funds has been always solved in Albania: 
through a judicious harmonization of the immediate and! 
long-term interests of the individual and general interests .. , 
As a result of this policy, the big increase in the fund of 
accumulation from one period to another and the rate of' 
accumulation have not entailed reduction of the fund of~ 
consumption in absolute value or per head of population. On' 
the contrary, the increase in accumulation is accompanied 
by the increaS€ of the fund of consumption at a rate twice 
as high as the rate of increase of the population and has , 
exerted a favourable influence in this direction. 

The accumulation in itself is dictat·ed by the long-term : 
interest and the general interest; this is why it is given 
priority over increase in the fund of consumption. · 

The raising of the level of the material and cultural · 
life of the people is reflected in the increase of the real per 
capita income which tn 1970 was 20 per cent higher than 
in 1960 and 17 per cent higher than in 1965. As regards the 
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year 1975, it can be said that the target set by the 6th Con
gress of the Party was successfully achieved and the dif
ference in the incomes of the peasantry and the urban popula
tion was further reduced. The real per capita income in the 
cities increased by 8.7 per cent, while in the countryside it 
increased by 20.5 per cent. 

During the 6th Five-year Plan (19716-1980), when the 
greatest economic, political, financial and energy crisis came 
to a head in the bourgeois-revisionist countries, when the 
rates of industrial production and utilization of productive 
capacities showed a continuous fall and when price rises, unem
ployment, inflation, ek. had reached unheartl of proportions, 
with us, in Albania, despite the savage imperialist-revisionist 
blockade, the economy developed with success, always on the 
rise, our currency remained strong, whereas prices never were 
raised and never will; they remained stable even though 
the state imported a series of articles at continuously higher 
prices and the lfving standards of the people were not only 
not affected but were improved to the degree the develop
ment of the economy allowed. 

The planned development of the economy in the PSR 
of Albania ensures a gradual and proportional growth in 
the main branches. The correct proportions must be pre
served mainly between industry and agriculture, because 
the development of the other branches of our national eco
nomy also depends on their successful development. 

A close interdependence exists between industry and 
agriculture. The development of the economy further ac
centuates their interconnection and interdependence and at 
the same time makes them more complex as they tend to 
satisfy their mutual needs ever better. In the:se conditions, 
it becomes even more necessary to set the highest possible 
rates of development of industry and agriculture a:s well as 
sound proportions between them, so that they can satisfy 
their own needs and those of the other branches of the 
economy. 

Under the people's power, industry develops more quickly 
than agriculture, and this is explained iby the leading role 
of industry as the essential source of production of the ma
te.l'lial goods which maintain the extended socialist reproduc
tion. 

The planned development of the natiOIIlal economy 
permits the rational distribution of the productive forces, 
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which makes it possible to satisfy the material 
more completely. 

The rational distribution of the productive forces h ' 
as its objectlive the ever more complete satisfaction of th 
ever inoreasing material and cultural needs of al!l the war ' 
ing people of Albania. «Only a society which is capable 
establishing a harmonious union of the productive fore ' 
in conformity with a unified, overall plan,» says Enge 
«makes possiible the distribution of industry all over th 
country, which is capalble of enhancing its own developmen 
and strength as well as the development of the other el ' 
ments of production.» 

Before. Liberation the situation in this field was deplo :, 
able. ~or mstance in 1938 the districts of Kor<;a, Shkodr 
and Tirana provided 45 per cent of the entire industrial an 
agricultural production, while the districts of Dibra, Elba 
san, Fier, Kukes and Mat, the population of which wa 
equal to that of the three above-mentioned districts, provide 
only 14 per cent of this production, or one third as muc 
as those three diistrkts. 

The construction of many new industrial establishmen 
during successive five-year plans permitted the harmonio 
and proportional distribution of industry to all the distric 
of the country. 

Districts which were purely agriicultural in the past ar 
now well known for their various industrial products. 

. In the dis~rkt of Fier (southern Albania), Albanian geo , 
loglSts have discovered important oil resources. Big plant , 
to refine oil, to produce nitrogenous fertilizers and urea fo' 
use in agriculture, an important thermal power station and':, 
other industrial establishments have been built in this di-' 
strict. 1

'· 

In the district of Kruja (Central A:lbania), where the 
only industry ,in the past was an oil press, such important 
projects as a timber combine, a cement works a chemical . 
fertiUzer plant, etc. have been built. In the n~w industrial;,, 
town of La<;, work was completed on a copper smelting plant 
and the extension of the granulated superphosphate plant. 

Kukes, a mountainous district of Northern Albania which 
was one of the most backward districts of the cou~try lin 
the past, has become well known for <its wealth of minerals, 
especially copper, which are utilized for the benefit of the 
national economy. 
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The need to gradually liquidate the great technical and 
economic backwardness inherited from the past in most of 
the districts of the country has been tak,en into account in 
the geographical distribution of industry. This is why the 
industrial output of the most backward regions of the coun
try has increased at rates higher than the average for the 
whole country, in the course of the five-year plans. 

The development of industry and its judic,ious distribu
tion over the whole country have changed the ratio between 
the urban and rural populations. Today there are three times 
as many towns as in 1938. Such new towns as La<;, Cerrik, 
Patos, Maliq, Memaliaj, Fushe-<Kruja, Rubik, Bulqiza; Kurb
nesh, Ballsh, Bajram Curri, <;orovoda, Prrenjas, Rreshen, etc. 
have sprang up under the people's power. 

The competent organs have paid special attention to the 
rational distPibution of agricultural crops and livestock breed
ing in all the districts of the country, in conformity with the 
climatic and soil conditions and the needs of the people's 
economy. Special importanoe is attached to the liquidation 
of the monoculture character in agriculture. Nowadays, wheat, 
maize, potatoes, different veg,etables, lucerne, fodder and 
industrial crops are cultivated in all districts of the country. 
Scores of factories and plants have been built in many di
stricts on the basis of agricultural raw materials. This road 
will be followed in the future, too, according to the criterion 
of building factories near the sites where agricultural raw 
materials are produced and the centres where their products 
are consumed. 

The complex development of the productive forces in 
the various districts of the country is one of the essential 
characteriistics of the development of the economy. The in
vestments envisaged by the state ensure a still better distribu
tion of industry in all the regions of the country. 

Socialist cooperation 

The planned management of t<he economy requires the· 
establishment of close collaboration between the various enter
prises and between the various branches of the economy, in 
order to realize sooialist cooperation. Cooperation exists in the 
capitalist countries, too, but its scope is very limited there 
because of the domination of private ownership of the means 
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of production and the struggle of competition. Hence 
those countries, cooperation has a spontaneous character. 
Albania, however, where sooial ownership of the means 
production prevails, and the people's economy develops a , 
cording to a plan, all the conditions have been created f . 
the establishment of close links of production between t , 
various enterprises and even whole branches of the econom 
All the enterprises and branches of the economy are link 
with one another through a dense network of relations 
cooperation, without which the harmonious development 
progress of the economy are d.nconoeivable. 

SociaHst cooperation in Albania is developed and streng 
ened along with the development of the people's econo 
It has been applied in dififerent forms in industry, as w 
as in handicraft, between one and the other, between indust 
agriculture and other sectors. These forms of cooperati . 
have already advanced greatly. After 1967, they developed , 
a higher stage of cooperation, to a complex cooperati 
which made possible the local production of many comp 
cated machines, assembly lines and even factories and plan 
The present stage of cooperation is ~hari'tcterize~ by a high'. 
level of connection, not only withm the var10us branch 
of industry but also between all the sectors of the natio : 
economy: of industry with agriculture, transport, const111, 
tion, with the sectors of teaching and education, etc. 

In the years of the people's power, the collectivization 
agriculture is reflected by· the establishment of big agricU: 
tural enterprises !in the Albanian countryside, creating t 
premises for cooperation in this branch of the economy a 
In the agricultural cooperatives, the means of production a 
common property, and it is on this basis that cooperation an 
collaboration is carried on in a comradely spirit. Socialist c '., 
operation in the agricultural cooperatives is based on the com · 
mon labour and the common ownership of the means of pro 
duction. Thanks to this cooperation, Albanian agricultur•e h~ 
advanced, the people have been revolutionized, the old rela
tions and methods of work used in backward, fragmented' 
peasant holdings in which the petty-bourgeois sentiments 0£ 
small-scale ownership, anarchy in production and the flue·, 
tuation of a capitalist market predominated, have been 
liquidated; in a word, the narrow interests of the family eco-: 
nomy, the interests of private capital with an its inherent evils,, 
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have been replaced by cooperation between the various 
branches of the agricultural economy. 

The development of cooperation within the different 
sectors of t~e agricultural coo:p:ratives parallels the develop
ment of thei: economy, the ra1smg of the living standards of 
the coopera.tive members, the narrowing of differences bet
ween. the ~ity and the cou~tryside. The united cooperatives, 
as big agricultural economies, are gradually organizing the 
local ~roduction of a ~eries of products urgently needed in 
rural. life, based on residues from crop production, developing 
handicrafts to ensure not only repairs to work tools but also 
th~ ~anufact~re of clothing, furniture, the production of 
bmldmg :natena'ls, etc. This cooperation gives a new impulse 
to i:iatenal, cultural and moral life in the socialist coun
tryside. 

Apa:t from this, in ~he years of the people's power, the 
cooperation between agriculture and animal husbandry has 
been strengthened. They are branahes of the same economic 
tr~nk and o:i:e cann~t do without the other. This cooperation 
existe~ pre:v10usly m the small private economies but. the 
coll~ctivizat10:i o~ .agriculture developed it to a higher level, 
put it on a scientific course on the basis of the respective laws 
of developmet and organization, on the basis of new socialist 
norms. 

Only the sooialist system creates the possibilities for 
larger-scale, proper co.operatipn between industry and agri.
~ulture. These two mam branahes of material production are 
i:iterdependent.. With ~he development of the economy, the 
lm~ and rela hons of m terdependence between industry and 
agriculture become more . evident and more complex, because 
of .the development of these two branches themselves and 
th~ir activity to sat'.isfy. their constantly growing needs better. 
If m the _Past Albanian mdustry p.rov~ded agriculture with only 
a few simple tools, and those m msufficient quantities in 
these recent 2? years especially, the consolidation of its leading 
~ole enaJbled mdu~try to .~nsure more adequate supplies of 
implem.ents, chemical fertihzers, fuelJ., building materials, etc. 
for agncultu~e; On the other hand, the accomplishment of the 
tasks of agn~ulture enabl~ it to provide larger quantities 
of raw materials for the light and food industry and satisfy 
the needs of the population better. 
. The socialist cooperation in Albania has had a favourable 
mfluence on the progress of technique, on the introduction of 



260 PORTRAI'I\ OF Al.BANIA 

:~. 
modern machinery on an ever larger scale, on the applicatio,tf 
of advanced. technology and the mechanization of ,production;1 

'It makes possible a more rational exploitation of the industri~ 
resources of various regions, the reduction of transport cos 
and increased productivity of social labour. 

The increase of the economic potential of 
the natural resources · 

.Since the first years of the establishment of the people' 
power, the plans for the development of the people~s ec ~ 
nomy were aimed at eliminating the baneful consequences 
the activiity of the foreign monopolies which had turned 
ba:p.ia into an economic appendage of their metropolises an 
a source of raw materials. One of the principal obj<ectives a 
these plans has been and remains the establishment an, 
consolidation of a powerful, independent economy as a resul 
of the raising of the level of processing, and consequentl 
the value of industrial products and mineral and agricultur 
raw materials, through extension of the treatment of natur . 
r€sources. The rational utilization of natural resources an· 
agricultural products in Albania is carried out in a plann , 
way. The long-term plans of economic development envisa · 
the drscovery of new ore and fuel deposits, the introductio, 
of these products as well a-c; new agricultural products. in th• 
economic circulation and enhancing their value by pro· 
cessing them within the country. Within three decades, a. 
new processing industry has been buHt on the basis of th@': 
abundant natural underground riches of Albania and th 
agricultural raw materials of the country. . 

The development of the processing industry, in. harmony. 
with that of the e~tracting industry, has considerably increased 
the economic effectiveness of investments in equipment and· 
the activity of the various branches of production. 

The higher level of processing primary products .locally. 
is reflected first of all in the Albanian market. Whereas i.il 
the past.Albania imported almost all types of industrial goods: 
from abroad, nowadays we see the list of its exports growing: 
longer and longer. The build-up of the economic capacity and: 
greater utilization of the national resources serve to support the 
policy of the people's power of increasing exports and reducing 
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imports to the deg!'€€ permitted by the concrete conditions 
of. the economi~ development of the country. 

The estabh.s~ment of the processing industry and, conse
quently, the .raising. of the level of, processing industrial pro
ducts and pr.imary products of mineral and agricultural origin 
has resulted in a considerable increase in the value of these 
pro?ucts. At .the same time, this policy guarantees a long 
period of rapid and continuous development of the national 
economy in general and the processing industry in particular. 
Thar;t1ks to the construction of new industrial projects and 
the improvement of the existing ones, the rational utilization 
of na.tura:l resources and agricultural primary products will 
be .ra~sed to an e~en h.igher level in the future stages of the 
socialist const_ruct10n m Albania. The development of the 
heavy extractmg and processing industry in extension and 
depth remains one of the essential characteristics of the 
industrial development of Albania for the future, too. 

On this basis, a wide-ranging program of measures aimed 
at exploiting and processing the mineral resources, fuels and 
the hydro-power resources of the country, in the most com
plete and advantageous way possible with the aim of in
cr:a~ing their economic effectiveness, by processing them 
withm the country, has been applied. 

A big metallurgical combine has been built in Elbasan. 
'Y~th the. com~issioning of this combine, considerable quan
tities of iron-mckel ore for the production of rolled steel and 
other valuable products are processed within the country. 

A modern oil refanery has been built in Ballsh. This plant 
enables us to go over to deep, complex processing_ and refining 
of oil by-products by complicated chemical processes. 

The chemical industry is a typical example of the higher 
level of utilization and processing of the natural resources 
of the country. Based on the raw materials and natural re
sources of the country, the chemical industry provides the 
economy with sulphuric acid, chemical, fertilizers, soda ash 
and caustic soda, oil.plants, pharmaceutical products, urea, etc. 
The PVC, the pesticides, etc. increased their range of pro-
ducts. · 

The vigorous development of heavy industry and espe- · 
cially of the branches which use large amounts of electric 
power for their technological processes, requires considerable 
amounts of electric power. This is the road which. ensures a 
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more complete and efficient utilization of Albanian natural re-
sources of useful minerals and hydro power. · 

The development of the chemical industry and of ferrous · 
and non-ferrous metallurgy constitutes one of the ess€ntial t. 
directions for the intensive development of industry and the' 
socialist economy; not only does it permit the bringing into ; 
economic circulation of a larger quantity of the natural re-I 
sources of the country, but H also leads to more complete· 
and efficient realization of their economic value with a view« 
to increasing production, improving the structure of industry: 
and augmenting the income of the state. The development of 
these branches of heavy industry has had a positive influence'; 
on our trade balance, freeing the Albanian economy from the 
need to import a series of essential products. On the other' 
hand, by improving the structure and increasing the effective-.· 
ness of our exports, it opens up new prospects for increased 
agricultural production, for the advance of the construction: 
and transport industries and, more generally, of the branches 
of industry producing consumer goods. 

The successes achieved in Albania in the rational utiliza
tion of natural resources and agricultural raw materials testify 
to the great possibilities created by the socialist regime :for a: 
:;mall country, which, relying on its own force.s, vigorously 
develops its ev-er more independent national economy serving 
as a basis for the continuous raising of the standard of living' 
of the masses. 

The planned development of new technology 

Before Liberation, the number of enterprises with some ' 
level of modern technical equipment represented no more than 
1.39 per cent of th1e total number of handicraft enterprises 
and workshops, while the number of workers employed there 
comprised only 6.62 per cent of the total number of workers. 
This was inevitable. Imports of machinery in the period 1929-
1938 represented only 2.46 per cent of the total value of im- ·· 
ports. On the other hand, the production of machinery and 
equipment within the country was out of the question. This 
deplorable situation is explained by the fact that the bour
geoisie, both local and foreign, which controlled the national 
economy made great profits out of the exploitation of the very 
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cheap labour force and showed not the least interest in tech
ni·cal development. 

Under capitalism, machinery is used, as Marx has said, 
«as a means to produce surplus value • ., and consequently its 
sphere of application and the efficiency of its utilization are 
determined by the role it plays in increasing the surplus 
value and profit. 

Bes-ides, the introduction of new equipment .in the capital
ist system entails drastic consequences for the ordinary work
ers, raising the level 0£ unemployment, intensifying the 
exploitation 0£ the workers, deepening the general impoverish
ment of the working class. Thus under capitalism, the workers 
themselves .are not at all interested in the -introduction of ma
chinery. 

The introduction of advanced technical equipment in so
cialist Albania has effects of a totally different character 
from those it has in the capitalist economy. The development 
and constant improvement of the technical equipment in our 
national economy constitutes the material basis for the rapid 
increase of productivity, for the expansion of production and 
the improvement of working conditions, for the gradual 
freeing of workers and peasants from heavy manual work. 
It is the bas·is for the future elimination of unqualified work, 
for the introduction on an ever larger scale of elements of 
intellectual work into manual work, which will result in the 
reduction of the essential differences between intellectual and 
manual work, between industry and agriculture, between town 
and countryside. 

The development and improvement of technical equip
ment in the !People's Socialist Republic of Albania are plan
ned. The state plan for the development of the people's eco
nomy defines both the level of production for the given period, 
and the means which will help achieve this level 'Of produc
tion. 

The plans for technological development envisage the ap
plication of new equipment, raising the level of mechaniza
tion, the introduction of new technological processes, mastering 
the production of new products, scientific research work, etc. 

The plan for the production of new products includes a 
list of new types of machinery, equipm~nt, spare parts, me
chanisms, consumer goods and other materials which the 
enterprises and each branch of industry, in particular, are to 
produce on the basis of the tasks assigned to them by the 
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higher organs, as well as the list of products to be improved~ 
the time-limits with which practical production of these ne 
products is to commence, their efficiency and the measure 
to be taken to ~nsure that these objectives are achieved, 

The plan of scientific-research work is of the greates. · 
impOTtance in technical development and special attentio .· 
is paid in this plan· to the progressive introduction of the ne 
technology. 

The perfecting of technology in Albania is achieved i 
two main ways: first, the construction and commissioning a 
new enterprises and projects on the basis of advanced equi ·~ 
ment and technology, second, e:x:pansion of the productive ca' 
pacities, the modernization and re-equipment of existin 
plants, factories and workshops. 

The planned development of 
bania is ·carried out in two main directions: the rnechaniza 
tion and automation of work processes, the electrification o 
production, and the greatest possible utilization of variou 
chemical processes in production, etc. 

The high rates of technical progress in the People's So. 
cialist Republic of Albania have made it possible to repla 
manual work with simple machinery and systems of machi' 
nery. Simple and complex mechanization have been applie. 
in various sectors; production has been automated in mart , 
enterprises, where the role of the worker is limited to super••· 
vising and controlling the functioning of the machines an ' 
ensuring their technical efficiency. 

The large-scale mechanization of principal and auxiliary;, 
processes in the oil industry is an example which reflects th'& 
continuous technical progress of our national economy. Con-.'.: 
siderable successes have been achieved in this field in t · 
mining sector in general where all sorts of machinery are/ 
used (electric drills, jack hammers, conveyers, electric tran_, 
sport, automatie loaders), and many other types of equipme 
and machinery. , 

The high rates of construction work and the construction; 
of giant modern projects is inconceivable without a, very high' 
level of mechanization in construction and installation pro
cesses. Instruments, ·machinery and equipment of the most 
modern technology are used in the different construction sites• 
around the country. Several processes are completely me-' 
chanized. The expansion of mechanization of production is, 
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aimed at reducing the number of jobs requiring heavy manual 
labour and increasing those linked with the use of machinery. 

The collectivization of agriculture, the great expansion of 
the machine and tractor stations, the equippin£ of them and 
the agricultural enterprises with modern machinery are im
portant factors which led to the planned growth of the trac
tion power in agriculture. The number of tractors and other 
agricultural machines has increased from year to year. 

The marked rise in the technical level of large-scale 
mechanized production, the introduction of new advanced 
technology in all branches of the people's economy, the 
vigorous dev·elopment of the productive forces are illustrated 
by the increase in the installed capacity of the power stations 
and the production of electric power. 

The rates of growth of the production of electric power 
in the course of successive five-year plans have been con
stantly higher than the rate of growth of total industrial 
production. The construction of major power projects has re
sulted in a considerable increase in electric power production 
as compared with the past. In 1979, the electric power pro
duced was 322 times greater than in 1938. 

The bulk of the electric ipower has been and always will 
be used for productive purposes. It should be stressed that 
electric power is used not only to drive the machines and 
other equipment of industry and other branches of the eco
nomy, but more and more in the technological processes, and 
this tends to raise the technical level of production. 

The electrification of the entire country opens up broad 
prospects for the utilization of electric power in agriculture 
especially. 

The chemical industry, a new branch of the Albanian na
tional economy, is taking its initial, but confident steps. Pro
duction increased by 493 per cent in 1979, as against 1938. This 
industry has broad prospects for development. In order to 
meet the ever-increasing needs ·bf the Albanian economy for 
chemical products, a whole series of new chemical plants has 
been and will be built. The development of the ·chemical 
industry enables the ever more extensive use of chemical 
methods in the oil refining industry, in the timber, copper, 
light and food industries. 

.Plants for the enrichment of copper, chromium, phospho
rites and other minerals have also been built. Some plants for 



266 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

the production of chemicals to be used in the production 
plastic products, aniline dyes, lacquers, pharmaceutical pro- ·. 
ducts, etc. have been built. 

The successes of the chemical industTy open up broad 
prospects for a more complete utilization of primary products.
of animal or plant origin and increas.ed production of them. ,' 

The development of the chemical industry opened the; 
way to the extensive use of chemical products in agriculture.~, 
In 1979, the production of phosphatic fertilizers was 1.6 times;; 
greater and that of amonium nitrate fertilizers was 6.4 times1' 
greater than in 1967. Chemicals are employed for the protec-. 
tion of harvested and standing crops, as well as forest assets 
against various diseases and pests. · 

One of the characteristics of the technical progress of the. 
Albanian people's economy is that it is based more and more· 
on the country's own forces. To this end, great importance; 
has been attached to the development of the engineering in-· 
dustry which is first of all required to produce spare parts 
and repair the many machines used in industry, agriculture,_; 
transport, construction, etc. and which has now been charged : 
with the serial ;production of machines, implements and) 
equipment required by various branches of the national eco-!; 
nomy. The establishment of this solid base of the engineering 1'. 

industry made it possible for Albania to turn out in 1979 
444 times as much machinery, instruments and spare partS.

1 
as in 1938. And the output of the engineering indusky in 
1979 was 19.4 times greater than in 1960 as regards spare 
parts and 206 times greater as regards machines and equip- : 
ment. Thus 95 per cent of the needs of the national economy 
for spare parts were met with focal products. 'The engineering 
industry produces almost all the necessary implements for 
agriculti.ire. It produces tractors and supplies nearly all types 
of spare parts for them in the required quantities, produces ' 
various agricultural machinery, harvesting and threshing ma
chines, blowet'.s, cultivators, maize husking machines, manure 
spreaders, pumps, et1e. 

The deepening of the technical-scientific revolution has 
given a new impulse to technical progress. The large-scale 
participation of the masses of the people in this field, the 
many innovations and rationalizations they have made indicate 
their great interest in everything to do with the application 
of new technology. This interest is understandable, because 
this progressive process, far from threatening them with being 
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thrown out of work, as occurs in the capitalist countries, 
increa,ses the social product and consequently raises the stan
dard of living of the populatio~ and improves working condi
tions. 

The concentration of production and 
its advantages 

The development of the socialist economy in the People's 
Socialist Republic of Albania is based on large-scale pro
duction which, as is known, offers a number of advantages 
over smaller-scale production. · 

In the capitalist countries, the concentration of produc
tion brings big supplementary profits to the millionaires and 
billionaires, and operates spontaneously through the rate of 
profit and the struggle of competition. This process is inten
sified especially during economic crises, when thousands of 
small, middle-size, and even large enterprises go bankrupt 
and are gobbled up by the big monopolies. 

One of the characteristics of the development of the 
economy in the PSRA is the high level of the concentration 
of production, the accentuated specialization as well as the 
establishment of rational economic and productive. links 
between the various enterprises and branches of the eco
nomy. As a result, the level of socialization of production is 
raised, the working class is. concentrated in larger economic 
and productive units and the workers are united by relations 
of mutual help and socialist cooperation. 

In the !People's Socialist Republic of Albania, the steady 
rise in the level of concentration of production which is 
based on the continuous technical progr-ess, the extension of 
mechanization and electrification, is brought about in a plan
ned way. Notable successes have been achiev·ed in this field. 

Immediately after Liberation, the people's state power 
took important measur·es to revive what little industry was 
inherited from the past; in a relatively short time, small units 
were grouped into larger units, especially the oil-presses, 
weaving millls, small hosiery shops, engineering workshops, 
etc. Later, by special decisions of the government, direct 
concentrations or transfers of various activities from one 
enterprise to another, for the same aim of concentration, were 
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carried out. Concentrations of this kind were carried out i:rf 
the period 1954-1955, when a certain number of small in.,; 
dustrial enterpriS€s such as printing shops, mechanical repai ;, 
workshops, etc. were grouped into larger units. The refurni,shin " 
of the existing enterprises and supplying them with technica • 
equipment likewise contributed to the industrial conoentr~.·· 
tion. These measures resulted in the growth of the productiv · 
capacity of these enterprises. The volume of production an, 
the number of workers increased many times over. Th 
people's economy benefited greatly from these changes. 

However, the concentration of production in Albani 
increased mainly as a result of the construction of new in.: 
dustrial enterprises. The new establishments were charac .. · 
terized by a· high level of concentration of production. Som 
examples will suffice to illustrate this: the output of t 
textile combine in Berat alone is higher than the total in 
dustrial output of 1938. 

Today, the Memaliaj mine .supplies more coal in on 
week than the whole country produced in 1938. The produc'"li 
tion of the building materials combine in Tirana exceeds th~ 
total quantity of building materials produced in 1938. ,. 

The complete collectivizaition of agriculture resulted i~ 
the liquidation of small-scale prnduction in this sector, too,,. 
and in its replacement with big a<lvanced economies. Now ther" 
are more than 50 agricultural enterprises with over 3,00 
hectares each. In the cooperativist sector, the process ·of re-'.i.' 
grouping agricultural cooperatives for the ·establishment o~: 

. big economic units is followed. The united cooperatives todayi 
have nearly 1,100 hectares of land each. The area they cul-',· 
tivated in 1979 covered 75.8 per cent of the arable land. 

The higher degr·ee of concentration and specialization of1 
production is accompanied by higher output, as a result of; 
the more rational utilization of working means, implements,·. 
and the labour force in the processes of production and 
services. 

The productivity of labour 

The short- or long-term plans of development constitute ~ 
the program of the concentration of the forces and resources ' 
of the society with a view to the development of the p!'o- · 
ductive forces. However, the people involved are the de.., 
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c1s1v,e factor determining the kind of development of these 
forces and the success of these plans. The successful fulfil
ment of the five-year plans in Albania is conditioned by the 
continuous increase in the :productivity of social labour. 

As Lenin has pointed out, in the final analysis, the pro
ductivity of labour is the most important and essential fac-. 
tor for the triumph of socialism. It is the index of the ef
ficiency and usefulness of the work· done by each worker, 
and of the quantity of products this worker turns out in a 
given time. 

All oocial systems aim at increasing production. Its con
stant growth is an economic nece.ssity. The fate of the system 
itself depends on it. The problem o·f the increase in the pro
ductivity of labour arises in the capitalist countries too. 
However, the rate of growth of this productivity and its level 
depend not only on the level of development of t~e pro
ductive forces but also on the character of the relat10ns of 
production. T.he capitalist is not interested in the increaS€ in 
the productivity of labour when this is not aocompanie~ ?Y 
an increase in his profits. The increase of the productivity 
of labour in the capitalist countries is 1argely the result of 
the expansion of forms of intensive labour, in other words, 
the intensive exploitation of the worke!'s. 

In Albania, on the contrary, the increase of the pro
ductivity of labour has a different purpose and a very dif
ferent character. The high rates of development of the eco
nomy aind the improvement of living standards of the working 
masses in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania are di
rectly dependent on the increase on the productivity of labour. 
The increase of productivity permits incr-eas.ed accumulation 
to be allocated to the construction of new projects and impro
vement of the technology of production. 

The working masses are interested in systematically 
raising the productivity of labour, because this increase per
mits society to produce greater quantities of goods per head 
of population, and consequently to satisfy the ever growing 
needs of the people better. 

The prevailing social system in Albania creates unlimited 
possibilities for the continuous increase of labour productivity. 

The level of labour productivity also has a direct in
fluence on other technical and economic indices of produc
tion and first of all directly on reducing the cost of produc
tion, which results in the increase of the fund of accumula-
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tion and, c0111Sequently, in acceleratign <Jf the rates of so-. 
cialist construction, on the one hand, and reduction of prices~ 
of consumer goods, as well as in raising the standard <Ji. 
living of the working masses, on the other hand. , 

The socialist system creates the possibilities for an un-·. 
interrupted rise in this productivity. This is of vital impor-· 
tance for the fate of the system of the People's Socialist Repu"'. 
blic of Albania. Albania is advancing on the road of sociali 
and communism and the rapidity with which it forges ahead 
depends on the level of efficiency of labour, consequently on. 
the rate of increase of its productivity. 

In 1985 as against 1980, tl"ie productivity of labour · .· 
industry and constuction will increase 13-15 per cent an· 
14-16 per cent respectively. 

Chapter three 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INDUSTRY 

The fruits of creative work 

·Albania has favourable conditions for the development 
of industry. In the past, however, the political and social 
conditions of the country hindered this development. If we 
go back to ancient times it appears that a mining industry 
existed in our country then. This emerges from the testimony 
of many historians of antiquity, notably Herodotus, :Strabo, 
and Pliny Ir. Their woliks inform us that the Illyrians and 
the Pirusts in particular, (an fHyrian tribe living in Mirdita 
and 'Dukagjin) were very skilful in quarrying and working 
metals. Under the Ottoman occupation however, the mining 
industry declined to the point of complete extinction. It was 
oniy near the end of the 19th century that the Ottoman govern
ment granted a French capitalist company a concession to 
exploit the bitumen mines of Selenica (V:lora). 

After the prodlamation of independence (1912) the ex
ploitation of a few small mines began and in the same 
period, especially during the First World War, the first pro~ 
s.pecting work was undertaken by foreign geologists. 

Without the least hesitation the feudal-bourgeois regime 
granted concessions for the prospecting and exploitation o:li 
the mineral resources of the country to foreign capital, whic_h 
grabbed large areas of land with the aim of exploiting its 
riches. The objective of the foreign capitalists was not only 
to exploit the underground resources of Albania and to reap 
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the greatest possible profits, but also to colonize the entir 
country. 

In ~ 925 a s·ecret struggle was wag1e<l between the foreig , 
companies for the seizure of all the mineral resources of th . 
country, especially oil. Two years later, just two companies' 
the Italian oil company AIIPA and the bitumen compan . 
Siil~SA (Italian Mineral Company of Selenica, Albania) re' 
roamed masters of the terrain. Concessions were granted t ' 
various Italian companies for the exploitation of other mines\ 
including coal, copper, chromium, and other mines. After th 
occupation of Albania by Italian fascism, .these companie 
became the masters of the entire economic life of the coun. 
try. 

The other branches of industry developed much later i .· 
Alb~nia. D.uring t;he centuries of Ottoman occupation, Al, 
bama rema1m~d very backward with only handicraft industry 
the peasant produced for himself nearly everything neces~ 
sary to him and his family. It was only about the ·end ,of th' 
19th century that a flour mill was built in Durres and ' 
weaving mill for· belts in Shkodra. Later, many small t~nnerie 
and soap factories, as well as water-driven flour mills an · 
a few primitive presses to produce olive oil were built. 

Industry made some progress in Albania after the procLi 
lamation of independence and especially after the First World·, 
War. Some small factories of a local character such as small'~. 
flour mills, soap-works, tanneries and cigarette factories werJ: 
built during this period. When the country was occupied,:~;, 
there were 100 small- or medium- sized factories in Albania and 
a few small power-stations. The factories produced mainly 1 

food-stuffs, some clothing and building mat.erials. It goes ,i: 

without saying that the industry of this period was far from ' 
ab1e to satisfy the needs of the country. 

The situation in industry deteriorated during the fasc
ist occupation. The influx of goods from overseas further 
weakened industry, and it fell into almost complete stagna
tioi;.. A good number of the existing factori·es were destroyed, 
while the remainder were gravely damaged. 

After Liberation, all branches of the national economy, 
including industry, made rapid progress. 
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Growth of total industrial output 

(in times) 

1938 j 1950 11 1970 I 1980 

Total industrial ou~ut 1. 1 
I 

4.1 
I 

64 l 131 

Albania a mosaic of lights 

Fifty years ago, on April 20, 1930, the newspaper, «Arbe
ria» wrote: «According to local opinion the lighting of Shko
dra with electricity, judging from the way this problem has 
·been treated and its vicissitudes, is virtually impossible.» 
Similar opinions existed all over the country. 

Albania is rich in hydro-power resources; the annual 
run-off of water per square kilometre is 1,120,000 ro3 or 35.6 
Htres a second per km2, while in Norway, which ranks first 
in the world as regards its hydro potential, the annual flow 
is 1,130,000 rn3 or 36 litres a second per km2• The exploitable 
potential of the two main rivers of the country, the Drin and 
the Vjosa, is 10 billion of kW hours, or 5,000 kW hours per 
head of population and 360,000 kW hours per square kilometre. 
As a comparison 1Jhe total hydro-power potentlial of the rivers 
of France is 1,400 kW hours per head of population and 
110,000 k!W hours per square kilometFe, in Italy it is 1,100 
kW hours per head of population and 182,500 kW hours 
per square kilometre, in Bulgaria it is 2,600 kW hours per 
head of population and 191,000 kW hours per square kilo-
metre. 

The abundance of hydro-power resources in Albania 
creates favourable conditions for their exploitation with 
technico-economic indices, such as cost per kW of installed 
capacity, cost per kW of power produced, construction and 
installation costs, etc., much more advantageous than those 
of many other countries of the world. Despite these favourable 
conditions, before Liberation Albania was a country where 
the pine torch and the candle prevailed. The first power 
station in Albania was built by a foreign company in Tirana 
in 1927. Ten years later, on the eve of the occupation of the 

18 - 117 A 
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country by fascist Italy, Albania had 12 power stations i:ri 
all, with a total capacity of 3,391 kW. Only ten cities ha · 
electric power supplies, while the electrification of the coun.i' 
tryside was not even dreamed of. In 1938 the total quantit ' 
of electric power generated in Albania was 9,31'5,000 k'W 
houns. After the Liberation the electrification of the country 
was gi:Ver: special importance. An electric power industxj' 
was built ma very short period. A series of hydro and thermo· 
power stations were 1 built and commenced generation 

The characteristic feature of the development and con-'i 
solidation of the energy base of the country is that in all th'·' 
five-year plans of the .economlic and cultural development o 
the country the average annual rate of increase in the pro.; 
duction of electric power has been higher than that of in. 
dustrial production. Thus, while electric power productio · 
in 1960 had increas.ed 20.9 fold against 1938, in 1979 i .' 
increased 322 fold. · 

During these yeans, the cadres for the electric power sec 
tor, who are now capably running the electric power enter-:, 
prises and leading the construction of new projects have beefi) 
~ught, specialized and trained, both in schools and in prac-: 
tice. · 

The socialist system has made possible the application· 
of a series of limportant principles, the influence of whichi 
has been to accelerate the rate of development of the pr ' 
duction of electric power. These principles are: the planned; 
development of the electric power sector and the priority 
given to this sector in comparison with the other sectors o:f 
industry; the concentration of electric power generation in: 
relatively powerful statlions and the ,elimination of uneconomi ·· 
small-scale production of power; the construction of powe 
stations using locally produced fuels such as coal, gas and' 
furnace oil; the exploitation of hydro-power resources; th '. 
regrouping of power stations in a unified system; the judicious. 
harmonization of the construction of hydro-electric and ther
mal-stations, which, functioning in a unified energy system,. 
complement one another, ensure uninterrupted power sup
plies, and bring indisputable advantages to the people's econ-:. 
omy. 

On the basis of th5e successes, it was decided in 1967. 
that the electrification of the count<ry would be completed, 
not in 1985, as envisaged in the long-term plan, but on No
vember 8, 1971. This decision, which reflected the wishes of 
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the entire people, impelled the masses to mobilize their forces 
in a self-sacrificing project o:f' gigantic proportions. This task 
was completed ahead of schedule and socialist Albania was 
transformed into a mosaic of lights on October 20, 1970. ~·The 
march of the light» during these three years was carried on 
at an unprecedented pace. In three year§ (1968-1970), electric 
power supplies were extended to 1,759 villages. In this period 
1,995 transformer cabins, 37 hydro-power s•tations, and 14 · 
diesel stations were built. Internal installa'tions were made in 
140,768 houses and socio-cultural institutions, while 20,574 
kilometres of high and low tension lines were installed. For 
this puripose, 4.198 tons of wire for external lines, 51,200 
reinfol"Ced concrete poles and 433, 770 timber pail.es were used. 

The electrification of the entirre country is a great victory 
for the Albanian people, Albania has left ibehind many coun
tries which have been using electric power for more than a 
century. 

The rural electrification creates great possibilities for 
large-scale use of this form of energy in agriculture. 

The electrification of the country and the vigorous de- · 
velopll?ent of <the electric power industry are not only useful, 
but indispensable. The development of the productive forces 
and the materip.l and technical base of socialism, and later 
of communism, are inconceivable without the eledrification 
of the country. Hence the PaTty of Labour of Albania. has at
tached great importance to the rapid development of the 
power industry in Albania. 

.The increased number of generating stations has given 
rise to the need for linking these stations together in order 
to 1co-ordinate their activity through the creation of a single 
control system. Today the network of 6 kilovolt high tension 
lines covers the whole territory of Albania with a density 
of one kilomefre of line per square kilometre. A modern 
distribution centre with advanced equipment has been built 
to regulate the supply of power over the whole system. 

Today, the electric power system extends over almost the 
entire territory of ·the country and supplies energy not only 
to the important industrial centres but also to the most 
remote regions. This energy which is an indispensable and 
vital element for economic and cultural devdopment, is not 
only distribu'ted to every corner of the country to enliven 
the activity of man and to lessen the iburden of hard work, 
but is also exported to other countries. 
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The development of the fuel industry 

Albania is rich in oil, natural gas and coal. In the yea .· 
after Liberation this important branch of industry has ma ' 
great progress in the context of the. policy of building an eco 
omy as independent as possible, which aims at ensuring withi, 
the country everything possible that can be taken from i ··· 
natural resources and which is necessary for the construction; 
of socialism. · 

The most important oil fields were those of Ku!;ova 
(today 1Stalin City) and Patos. The forma- had been exploite 
for a long time. In the Patos field, on the contrary, prospect.'. 
work started in 1939. After Liberation, in order to increase; 
oil production, new rwells were drilled, modern equipment' 
was introduced for well drilling and refining oil and at the, 
same time· resear-ch work and prospecting for new oiJ-field8'

0 
were intensified. 

Prospecting for new oil and natural gas fields has now'. 
been established on completely scientific foundations. Wide..: 
scale use is made of advanced and efficient methods based.i 
on seismology and gravimetry, and studies on various su
bjects have been conducted. Drilling -technology has been· 
mastered and deep wells have been drilled, while the industry :· 
has been re-equipped rwith powerful modern drilling rigs. ~~ 

As a result, new oil-fields have been discovered and the." 
proven industrial reserves of oil and na'tural gas have con- ,} 
siderably increased. Thus the hindering concepts of the ' 
foreign specialists, who denied that our oil industry had any :, 
prospects for development, above all, that reserv•eS in the 
form of fields of an older origin could exist, have been refuted. · 

Geological research has also resulted in the discovery of ~ 
:rtlch deposits of methane gas, which, when used extensively•: 
in industry creates possibilities for making considerable savings 
in the use of oil and coal. 

Before Liberation our oil was refined abroad. The Italian 
capitalist company AIPA processed all the crude oil extracted 
in Albania in Italian refineries, mainly at Livorno. During 
the occupation, the invaders built three small distilleries in 
Albania for their military needs, ibut they seriously damaged 
them before their military defeat by the National iLibera
tion Army, in November 1944. 

After Liberation, the oil workers quickly restored the 
damaged distilleries. In 1947, two plants for the e~loitation 
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of bitumen and later, the refinery at_ Cer'l'.ik and the oil re
fineries at Stalin City and Fier as we11 as the deep oil-proces
sing plant of Ballsh, were built. 

Today the modern oil-processing plants with advanced 
technology turn out petrol, diezel oil, lubricating oils, various 
kinds of refined petroleum products, fuels, solvents, a whole 
range of bitumen products a.nd. many others. '!hus, from an 
importer of oil iby-products m the past, Albama has become 
an exporter of these products. 

The. construction and commissioning of the plant for the 
complete processing of oil at Ballsh i:iarked ~ new im:port~nt 
quantitative and qualitative advance m the .011 processmg 11;-
dustry. This plant, wJth its moder?- cracki.ng and catalysis 
equipment, turns out products of high q?ahty. ~n the other 
hand, this plant provides import8;nt basic. materials for the 
development of the petrochemical i:mdustry m the near fut.ur~. 

In our country the development of the oil industry 1s 
in harmony with the continuous development of the economy, 
and thiS contributes to the transformation of Albania from 
an agricultural-industrial country into an industrial-agricul
tural country, as well as to strengthening the indepen~er;ce 
of our economy. This is precdsely one of the characteristic;s 
of the development of the Albanian economy, a~d. of the 01] 
industry in particular, which ensures. the stabil:ty o~ o:ir 
economy and prevents it from suffermg fluctuations 1.n its 
continuous development. This is why, even in the conditions 
when the energy and eoonomic-financial crisis has the capital
ist world in its grip, our economy is developing as planned. 

Albania has rich deposits of coal. In recent years new 
deposits hav·e beert discover·e? an~ new mines ha;re lx;en 
brought into production especially m Central Alibama. Like 
all the other branches· of the economy, the coal industry haSi 
also made considerable progress. Here are some significant 
figures: 

Growth of the coal lnclustry 
(In times) 

Year 

1938 1950 1970 1979 

--------...,.------;------....-------
1 16.4 193.4 398 
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Under the people's power more and more mechanized'" 
means have ·been in'troduced in all the coal mines. 

The development of the mining industry 

Albania is rich in metallic minerals. In the past, however, 
these resources were very little exploited and then mainly 
for the benefit of foreign monopolies. 

Since the ld.beration of the country, the mining indust!ry . 
has made considerable progress. Today Albania has many ', 
more mines than before the war and the mining industry , 
consHtutes the main branch of Albanian heavy industry•'· 
Under the anti-popular regimes and the foreign occupation; 
the unde!rground weal th of Albania was processed oversea& 
whereas today, the mining industry, !based on the industrial.:· 
reserves of the country and the prospects of new discoveries . 
has entered a new higher stage: 

Chromium ore is one of the most important minerals 
found in Albania. Prospecting began in 1937 and exploitation: 
of the first deposits discover·ed started .in 1938. The chro..tf 
mi.um-bearing regions o.f Kukes-Tropoje, Bulqize-Klos and\ 
Pogradec were exploited lby 1both the Italian fascists and the; 
German nazis. After the liberation of 'the country, produc.:.. 
tion .increased as the mining of further deposits got under\ 
way. The extraction of ·chromium ore has increased rapidly" 
during the years of the people's power. ,Jn 1979 chromium'. 
production was 176 times greater than in 1938 and 38.7~ 
times greater than in 19i60. 

Today Albania ranks fourth in the W10rld for the 
output of chromium ore and first for production per 
orf population. 

Along with the increase .in the amount of chromium ore 
extracted, during this period the first plants for processing~ 
this mineral have been built. In 1979 the plant for the pro-~ 
duction of ferro-chrome came into production in Burrel. A · 
plant for the enrichment of low-grade chromium ore and a 
ferro-ichromium plan1 which smelts hjgh-grade ore are now 
functioning in A:lbania. The establishment of ferro-chromium· 
metallurgy which is a new branch for our industry, is of· 
great importanC€ because it greatly increases the value of 
the orude ore. · 

The copper industry plays the principal role in the Alba--. 
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nian metallurgical industry today. Copper has been known 
and worked in Albania since ancient times. However, the 
first systematic prospecting for this mineral was undertaken 
in 193'8 by an . Italian company, while mining started at 
R.ubik ~mm~diately after the occupation of the country. After 
L1berat10n, important geological prospecting work was under
taken and this resulted in the disrovecy of big reserves of 
copper ore in Northern Albania. 

Under the people's power, Albania has set up its own 
copper processing industry, in place of the single smelter 
that existed for the production of blister copper. 

A plant for the enrichment of copper ore and a copper 
processing plant were commissioned in 1960. Later another 
plant for the enrichment of copper ore, a copper smelting plant 
and a plant for the processing and refining of this metal 
which produces blister copper and refines copper were also 
constructed. A wi!re drawing plant was built in Shkodra 
and ~t produces thousands ·of tons of copper wire of dif~ 
f~rent .types (unsheathed wire, plastic insulated wire, very 
fme wire, etc.), which fulfil the needs of the country and 
are also exported. With the commissioning of these new 
plants, all the ore extracted from the copper mines is proces
sed to a high leveil. Today Albania is an exporter not only of 
blister copper but also of first quality cathode copperr and 
electrical wires and cables of nearly 600 different types. 
Production of the copper industry in 1979 was 336 times 
greater than that of 1946 and 12 times greater than that of 
19·60. 

Albania possesses reserves of iron-nickel. The ore disco· 
vered is of good quality and contains 1 to 2 per cent nickel. 

fovestigations concerning this mineral were begun lbefoTe 
Liberation by the Itailian company AMMI (Italian Metallic 
Minerals Company) wlhich was already exploiting the copper 
?re. ~uring the occupation it ·Was preparing to exp[oit the 
irron-mckel ore, too, /but the Hberation of Albania preven'ted 
this. 

The industrial exploitation of iron nickel ore began in 
1·958 in the regions of Librazhd and /Pogradec. The extraction 
of the mineral in these :regions is very advantageous because 
open cast mining is possible. The extraction of iron-nickel 
ore has increased from year to year. 

It is on this basis that the iron and steel industry has 
'treen established in. Albania. A steel rolling plant was built 
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in 1966 in 1Elbasan. A metallurgica11 combine for smelting and 
processing of iron-nickel ore has been built close to this 
plant. In 1976 it poured the first Albanian-made p~g-iron, 
only to continue later with the produc'tion of steel billets, 
sheet steels, etc. In 1978 it was named the ~<Steel of the 
Party» Combine. 

The bright prospects for the development of metallurgy 
in Albania are based on the important geological reserves 
discovered iby Albanian geologists, especially in recent years. 
Thus the reserves of a number of important minerals which, 
up till now, could not satisfy the country's needs for raw 
materials, will b€ able to do so in the future five-year plans. 

The chemical industry - the youngest branch 
of Albanian industry 

The development of the chemical industry in Alibani1 
is closely Hnked with the development of other important 
branches of industry, such as the oil industry, the building 
materials industry and the branches producing consumer 

· goods, as well as the development of intensive agriculture. 
It is only in recent years that this industry has develop

ed rapidly in Albania. 
In quick succession big plants were commissioned to 

produce supeiiphosphate, nit rogenous fertilizers, soda ash and 
caustic soda, as well as a modern oil paint factory, plastic 
goods plant, and a plant for the production of polyvinykhlo
ride. The technology of production in the Albanian chemical 
plants is modern and largely automated. Apart from their 
main produc'ts, these plants also turn out many others which 
fulfil the needs of the people's economy. Albania exports 
certain products of the chemical industry such as ammonium 
nitrate, soda ash, sodium fluosilicate, ·etc. 

Development of the chemical Industry 

(in times) 

Year 1950 1960 1979 

Growth of production of 1 9.7 493 
the chemical industry '' 

The vau i Dejes 250 kW hydro-power station. 



~I 
View of a shop at the ·«Enver Hoxha,. automobile 
and tractor combine, Tirana. 

The «Steel of the Party>+ metallurgical complex in Elbasan 
produces «the bread,. of our. industry. 



The oil refinery, Balish. 

The «Gogo Nushi» nitrate ammonium plant, Fier. 
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A new, important step forward has been taken in recent 
years in the developmen't of the Albanian chemicail industry, 
The existing plants for the production of chemical fertilizers 
have been enlarged, a new plant for the production of urea 
and a combine for the production of pesticides have been 
built. The production of chemical fertilizers has doubled in · 
just a few years and this provides an even more solid base 
and support for the intensifica'tion of agricultUTe. The new 
plants producing PVC and such very useful products as 
caustic soda, liquid chlorine, hydrochloric acid and calcium 
caribide, a:re of great importance for the economy of the 
country. A new plastic materials factory, which has been 
built, fulfills the needs of the economy and supplies the 
population with consumer goods. It produces plastic sheeting 
slabs and tubes as well as consumer goods, kitchenware 
furniture, etc. 

The engineering industry 

This is an ·essential branch for the industrial d evelopment 
of the country. In the period from Liberation till 1948, which 
has gone down in the history of the development of our 
national economy as 'the phase of the reconstruction of the 
war devastated economy, the engineering base of the country 
was made up of a few small auxiliary workshops in the 
principa'l cities, engaged in the maintenance of the machinery 
and vehicles of the different enterprises to which they were 
attached. Despite its rela'tively low level, this engineering 
base played an important role in the restoration and return 
to production of. the industry ruined by the war. With the 
development of the people's economy, the engineering indus
'try became more and more important and its development 
was accelerated. In 1948 the ~·Enver» plant was built in 
Tirana; it made sipare parts as well as implements and ma
chines for agriculture. Later, a lMge number of engineering 
plants were lbui'lt attached to the big combines and plants, 
such as the engineering plant of the «Stalin» textile combine, 
the engineering plants at Stalin City and the oil-processing 
plant in Cerrik, the agricultural machinery plant in Durres, 
Ute «Partizani» plant and the «Dinarno» plant in Tirana. 
These enterprises are a solid base for 'the fulfilment of the 
country's requirements for spare parts. A nail and bolt plant 
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in Kavaja, a plant producing meta.me products for mas&< 
consumption in Gjirokastra, plants for the general overhaul~ 
of''tractors in Shkodra, ·Fier, Gjirokastra, etc. were built in the''! 
60's. Uuring this period thE'. imo~t important engineering plant.' 
the .. Traktori» plant which, after extension, was named the· 
,~ver Hoxha» automobile and tractor plant and in 1978''1 
produued the first Allbanian-made tractor, the <~Petro Papi»:. 
precision instruments plant in Kori~ we'I"e built. In 1980 the:· 
engineering industry in Allbania included .scoces of plants of a 
national l·evel and hundreds of workshops spread al'I. ov2r .. 
the country. This industry provides more than 95 per cent of.1 
the spare parts the national econ?my needs, numerous agri-, 
cultural machines, relatively simple ·equipment, various ma..;\ 
ch;nes and appliances needed by the different sectorrs of th , · 
economy as well as a numlber of consumer products which 
satisfy the ever-growing demands of the population. 

Development of the engineering industry 

Year 

Growth of the production of 
the engineering industry 

1939 

1 

195() 

21.4 

(in times) 

1979 

444 

New prospects have been opened up for the engineering 
industry in recent years when numerous production lines;; 
whole factories and plants have been designed and produc-;% 
ti on ·of them has begun. 

The building materials industry 

Since Liberation, the expansion of construc'tion work has'' 
been accompanied by a great development of the buildin .; 
materials industry. · ; 

The main branch of the building materials industry in(! 
Albania is cement production. Before the Liberation this'; 
industry was represented by a single cement fac'tury at Sh'ko~ 
dra. During succe.$sive five-year plans, modern plants pro-
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ducing high quality cement were built at Vlora, Tirana, Kruja 
and Elbasan. They use limestone and clay from nearby 
quames. 

Under the people's power, the cement products industcy, 
which produces slabs and pipes of different dimensions, 
prefabricated materials, spun concrete poles, fiber-cement 
sheets and tubes, etc. has also developed. 

In the past, the brick and tile industry did not satisfy 
the needs of the country. After Liberation,· numerous brick 
and tile works went up in Tirana, Dunes, Shkodra, E1basan, 
Lu:shnja, :Fier, Vlora, Kol'ga, etc. to meet the increasing needs 
of construction. The 3rd Five-year Plan saw the construction 
of two big modern factories: the brick and tile works of 
Vora (Tirana district) and the silicate brick factory in Tirana. 

The building materials industry in A~bania also US€$ 
many other materials which are found in abundance in the. 
country, such as marble of different types and colours, 
gypsum, limestone, e'tc. The production of this industry in 
1979 increased 2163 times, while the production of cement 
- 93.3 times, bricks and tiles - 83.8 times against 1938. 

Glassware and crockery 

The glass industry in Albania was established only after 
Liberation. The first glass factory, of small capacity, was 
built in Ko~ during the 1st Five-year Plan. At the end 
of the 2nd Five-year Plan another one was built in Tirana, 
while in the 4th Five-year Plan a second glass factory was 
built in Korga, a window glass plant was built in Kavaja 
and a light bulbs factory in Vlora. 

The porcelain and ceramics industry existed in the coun
try even befm:e the liberation. Earthenware vessels, jugs, 
pots and other simple crockery, in small quantities, were 
manifactured in primitive potteries. 

After Liiberation, with the construction of the porcelain 
factory in Tirana, 'this branch of industry passed from the 
handicraft to the industrial stage. Previously imported articles 
such as crockery and sanitary ware, toys, lamps, ornaments, 
fire bricks for fining high temperature furnaces, etc. are now 
produced ~Oc.ally . 

.... ::... 
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The paper and timber industry 

. ~espite the great forests of Albania, the timber proces4 
~mg mdustry .w~s non-existent. At this period, the tim · · 
industry ~as limited to logging and sawing timber which w: 
exported m balks and then partly re-imported in worked-upf 
form. '.:,, 

Many wood-working factories and combines were built'.'; 
after the Liberation. They turn out processed timber and! 
consumer goods. ·' 

. Under the people's power, the ·primitive saw-mills wer.J·:, 
transforn;ed and equipped '\Mith modern, high production'(, 
motor-driven saws and their distribution within the country' 
was made on the basis of sounder criteria. At the same time 
the big saw~il1s were budlt at Fushe-Arrez (Puka) whe~ :\ 
the overwhelmmg bulk of the industrial timber for the whole~·, 
;oun~ is ~roduced. The biggest centres for the processing of ; 
industrial timber are the <~ako Spiru» combine in Elbasan : 
and its counterpart at La~ (Kruja). They turn out dried.,,:: 
and impregnated timber, p1ywood and chipboard sheets: 
parquet blocks, etc. · 
. The furniture industry especially has developed greatly, ,· 
m recent years. The former small, primitive, cabinet-making · · 
shop~ have been transformed into big enterprises turning out 
a wide range of joinery and furniture. There are modern ;; 
joinery factories in .Shkodra, Durres, Vlora, Gjirokastra, Kor- ;: 
<;a, Pogradec, etc. The biggest and most modern of them all 
is the <~Misto Mame» enterprise dn Tirana which has ari' 
output. 6 times that ~f the. whole timber i~dustry of. 1938. · 
Factories for processmg timber residues have also been · 
built. Th7y turn out core board, 'hardboard and chipboard. ' 
These residues are also used by the paper industry which has 
been greatly development during the successive· five-year 
plans. 

The paper and cardboard mills built at Kor<;a, Shkodra, 
Kavaja and Lushnja, Lezha and Tirana have solved a major 
problem of the national economy: the production within the 
country of different kinds of paper. 
. In 1979, under .the people's power, the production of the 

timber and paper mdustry had increased to 169 times the 
pre-war figure. 
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The light industry 

Before Liberation, the light industry, ranked second after 
the food industry, as Tegards its share in totai industrial 
production. However, it satisfied only a small part of the 
needs of the population. Under the people's power, this 
important branch of industry has developed continuously. 
In the context of the industrialization of the country, a num
ber of new, modern combines and factories have been built 
and the existing factories have been extended and modernized. 

The textile industry is the most important branch of 
light industry. It cornprises the weaving mflls in Shlkodra, 
the knitwear combine in Ko~ and the two textile combines 
.ln Tirana and Berat. 

The development of the textile indust!I'y goes hand in 
hand with the development of the garment industry. Factories 
turning out ready-made, cotton or woollen clothing for men, 
women and children, have boon established in the big cities. 

Development of the light industry 

(in times) 

Ye a r 1938 1960 1979 

Growth of production 1 23.2 89.6 

The leather industry has tanneries in Vlora, Durres, 
Shlkodra, lKor<;a and Gjkokastra. These factories process local 
hides. On this basis the footwe~r industry was set up after 
Liberation. It includes the footwear plants of Tirana, Kor<;a 
and Gjirokastra as well as the rubber products factory in 
Durres. 

'In 1979 production of footwear increased 25 fold against 
1950, the production of consumer goods increased 90 fold 
against 1938, 'that of different stuffs - 11.5 fold against 
1950, cotton cloth - 134 fold, knitwear - 129.3 fold against 
1938, 
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The food industry 

The concern the people's power shows for this bran 
of industry stems from the fact that its supreme objecti 
is precisely to raise the standard of living of the wor ·' 
masses. That is why, immediately after Ltberation, the ext 
sion and modernization of the existing food-stuff entrepri . 
was accompanied by the construction of new ones in .· 
the districts of the Repubiic. Thus the sugar industry, t" 
fruit, vegetable, meat and fish preserving industry, 
industry of wines, alcoholic and non-alcohoHc beverages, fr 
juices and oils, the infant foods industry, the Hour, br ;: 
and noodles industry, the potato processing industry, t. 
riC€ husking industry, the oil and soap industry, the m' 
products industry, the conf.ectionary industry, the cigaret: · 
and tobacco industry, etc. were set up. 

Today there is no district in Albania which does 
possess a number of new food-stuffs factories. All hav·e 
built near the sources of :raw materials. For instance, t ' 
sugar combine was bui1t dn Maliq, where sugar-beet '·· 
grown in the plains reclaimed from the former Maliq ma . 
(in the south-east of the eou.otry), a fish cannery was bui, 
in the coastal city of Vlora, fruit and vegetable preservi .· · 
plants were built in the oities of •Elbasan, iKorQa, Shkod , 
Berat, Peshkopia, Permet, and other centl'es of districts no 
for their v·egetable and fruit production. The <<Ali Kelmend·, 
food-sttufd's icombine, one of the most important enterprises · 
the Albanian food industry and well known for its wi 
range of products, was built in Tirana. Tobacco and cigaret ·~ 
factories were built in the tobacco producing regions. 

To give an idea of the development of the food indust 
in Albania, '.let us point out that in 1975, its weekly outp 
was equal to the' annual output of 1938. In 1979 the outp 
of this industry increased 70 fold against 1938. 

The production of certain articles sutjl as edible oil an 
fats in 1979 increased 7.8 times, cheese - 1'6.6 times, noodl 
- 55 times, sugar - 57 times, etc. against 1938. 

The Albanian food industry supplies the home marke 
with a wide range of products and in recent years som · 
of them have won acceptance on foreign markets. Albani 
has become an expor'ter of a1'1 kinds of preserved food, wine ' 
brandy, dried fruit and medicinal herbs. The export o 
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such traditional export goods as tobacco and cigarettes has 
increased considerably. 

•Finally, let us stress that thanks to the 'light and food 
processing industry, Albania, which- up till yesterday was 
obliged 'to import the vast majority of the industrial products 
it needed, today fulfils over 85 rper cent of its needs for mass 
consumer goods with focal products. This is the outcome of 
the wise economic policy of the Party of Labour of Albania. 



Chapter four 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST 
AGRICULTURE 

Before Liberation Albanian agriculture was in an utterlyj 
backward, even primitive state. Only 10.2 per cent of th<;, 
total area of the country was cultivated, while 31 per cent) 
was used as pastures and the rest consisted of forests (4 , 
per cent), marshes and non-productive land (more than 1 
per cen't). . 

The agricultural economy was fragmented into thousandS, 
of small illdividual plots on which the most primitive means 
were used. Tractm:s and chemical ·fertilizers were practically' 
unknown. Cereal crops, mainly maize and oats, were cultiva°" 
ted in more than 96 per cent of the sown area. The yields: 
of these crops were relatively lo~ and never exceeded 10. 
quintals per hectare. The situation was no better in livestock, 
farming in which sheep and goats predominated. 

These then were the elements of a backward, extensive 
agriculture in which feudal relations predominated. The 
fascists, nazis and local traitors ravaged the whole .economy 
of the country to further their ends in the occupation and; 
the war, reducing agriculture to the most lamentable situation.· 

After Liberation thanks to the land reform and collecti
vization, Albanian agriculture was radically transformed and 
took on an advanced socialist character. 

Agriculture in Albania. is divided in two sectors: the : 
state sector and the cooperative sector. The state sector con-. 
sists of the state farms, the machine and tractor stations ' 
(SMT), the regional plants, the .seeds entel'!prise. <l:nd . its 
branches in each district, the managmg ibody of the irrigation . 
system, the forest enterprises, and the scientific research insti- : 
tutes, ~tations and centres. · 
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The state farms 

The state farms were the first socialist agricultural 
enterprises and were created immediately after Liberation. 
They were set up on the basis of land confiscated from 
foreign companies, big feudal estate owners and other big 
local capitalist landowners, and the big flocks of animals 
and olive plantations which were nationalized. The state 
agricultural and livestock farms have grown steadily bigger 
and stronger. A good number of new state farms were set up 
on the land rec1aimed by draining the swamps of Maliq, 
Terbuf, Vurgu, Vrina, Thumana, Durres, Lezhe-11Vlat, Hoxhara, 
etc. New prospects will be opened up to this sector in the 
future with the eSrtablishment of state farms in the hilly 
and mountainous zones. 

The state farms have played an important role because 
they have applied the most advanced methods of agricultural 
(edhnology and mechanized almost all the various :processes 
of work. From the very beginning, these enterprises have 
served as a supporrt for socialism in the countryside, as 
examples for the cooperativist and individual peasantry 
demonstrating in practice all the advantages of large-scale 
economies with planned and mechanized production. The state 
farms have successfully accomplished this task. In 1979 the 
state farms accounted for 25 per cent of the agricultural 
production, occupying 20.5 per cent of the sown area. The 
state farms not only provide high yields of good quality 
agricultural and livestock products for the cities and industry, 
but they also provide an excellent example for the agricul
tural cooperatives so that they can benefit from their advan
ced e:xiper-ience. These enterpil'ises are also important centres 
for the distribution of selected seeds, fruit tree sappJings and 
pedigree livestock. 

The centres of many state farms have been transformed 
into real, properly planned agrarian towns. 

The machine and tractor stations 

The establishment of the state and cooperative sectors 
in agriculture brought out the contradiction between the 
new socialist relations of production and the relatively low 

19 - 117 A 
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level of development of the productive forces. This contradic
tion could not be resolved without the introduction of advan- · 
ced agricultural technology. To this end, the first machine 
and tractor station was set up in Myzeqe at the beginning 
of April 1947. Other stations followed all over the country. 
These are socialist state enterprises of the agricultural sector 
having at their disposal tractors, harvester-threshers and 
other complex agriculturnl machinery which they put in 
the service of the agricultural cooperatives on the basis 
of contracts. The machine and tractor stations constitute 
a form of the organization of the material base of large
scale collective productlon in agriculture, under the guidance 
and aid of the state. The purpose of these stations is to promote 
the mechanization of agricultural work, the rapid and con.;. 
tinuous growth of agricultural production, the increase in the 
productivity of labour, and the continuous reduction of the 
costs of production. From the very beginning of the process 
of collectivization, the people's power took care to help the 
agricultural coop€ratives with modern machinery and took 
concrete measures to this end. It is understandable that the 
agricultural cooperatives themselves were unable to cover 
the very high cost of acquiring these machines. Thus the 
state undertook to defray the costs for new technical means 
of production and make these means available to the collective 
enterprises. 

The machine and tractor stations have steadily increased 
in numbers, have a wide-range of machinery at their dis
posal and have ensured the accomplishment of all kinds 
of important work. 

The 10 machine and 'tractor stations which existed in 
the country in 1947, and these only in the plains, have now 
increased to more than 30, which have extended their activity 
to all corners of the country, even to such mountainous dis
tricts as Puka, Tropoja, Kukes, Dibra, Mirdita, Mat, Librazhd, 
Pogradec, Koifonja, Permet, Tepelena, etc. They have powerful 
machines and implements of various types: tractors, different 
types of ploughs, sowers, silage choppers, harvesters, thre
shers, winnowing machines and blowers, spray pumps, shear
ing machines, milking machines, etc. Thanks to the expansion 
and more rational and efficient eXiploitation of their material 
and technical base, from year to year, the machine and tractor 
stations have increased the number of mechanized processes 
they perform. In the first years of their existence they did 
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only 10 types of work, mainly ploughing, whereas today 
they perform more than 70 different types including ordinary 
and deep ~loughing, mowing, mechanized sheep shearing, etc. 
The machme and tractor stations come to the aid of the 
~gricultural cooperatives with all their means for breaking 
m new land, have done the bulk of the work for the plantini 
of thous~nds of hectares of vineyard, the digging of irrigation 
and dramage canals, and the construction of big reservoirs. 

The MTS assist the cooperativists in various kinds 
of work on the basis of contracts between them. In the terms 
of the contract, the cooperatives pay the stations for the 
work they do in !kind or in cash. The state transforms the 
agricultural products accumulated by way of these deliveries 
in kind into monetary funds and uses them to renew the 
means of production of the MTS and to pay the wages of 
their workers. 

T~e M'I1? workers and the cooperatiVlists take part toge
ther m agricultural piroduction, through the utilization of 
modern n:eans of production which are the common property 
of the entire people. Thus the machine and tractor stations cons
ti~ute one of the ~ighest forms of linking the working class 
~1th the, cooperative peasantry; they play a decisive role 
m strengthenmg the alliance of the working class with the 
peasaa:ts. T?e l\":TS are a particular form of the important 
organized fmanc1al and economic aid which our state gives 
the peasantry with the aim of building up and strengthening 
the new cooperative system in agriculture. 

. On ~he ~1Jher hand, the MTS help the agricultural coope
ratives m different ways in the organization of work the 
planning of production, the introduction of advanced ag;icul
tural. met~o~s, the ~t~ngt~ening of the accountancy sector, 
and m trammg spec1al1sts m mechanization, etc. 

The machine and tractor stations are indispensable for the 
deve1opment and strengthening of socialist agriculture and 
ensuring the adoption of more and mor-e intensive methods. 
This necessity i~ dictated by three essential factors. First, 
?ecause the mam means of production in agriculture, as 
m the other branches of production, must remain in the hands 
of the state which represents the interests of the whole socie
ty. Second, because equipment does not remain at a given 
level, but is continuously developed and perfected. The old 
equipm:nt is re~laced with new and this involves heavy 
expenditure, the mvestment of considerable sums. Only the 



I 
) 

292 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

state is able to make such big investments for the benefit 
agricultural production. Finally, the fact that the main m.eans 
of production are in the hands of .the state, enable~ it ~o. 
provide the proper aid for the a.gncultural co~peratives m 
the districts and zones where agricultural machinery can be 
used and, at the same time, to pay special attention to the 
economically weaker cooperatives. 

In 1938 draught animals made up 99 per cent of the 
motor power potential of agriculture, whereas in 1979, 92 
per cent of it was mainly motor powered. 

The agricultural cooperatives 

The agricultural cooperatives constitute the base . foir 
both agricultural and livestock production. These cooperatives 
are a voluntary association of peasant pro?ucers, based .on 
the social ownership of the means of product10n and collective 
work and which exclude the exploitation of man by man. 
The ~gricultural cooperative correctly combines th~ i~divid1;1al 
interests the day to day interests of the cooperativists, with 
the gen~ral interest of the cooperative. · 

Joining by free consent constitutes one of the. fundamental 
principles of the establishment of the agricultural coope
ratives and this principle has been rigorously respected all . 
through the long process of the collectivization of a~riculture ." 
in Albania. All the ~and included in the cooperative, from ~ 
Wlhich the old divisions between separate fields have been · 
eliminated, forms the common land of the cooperative. Under ; 
the new Constitution, the land is no longer the p:oJ?ert:y of 
the group. Now it is the property of the state and it is given 
to the cooperativists for their use. In the terms of. the Co.ns- :' 
titution of the People's Socialist Republic of Alb~ma (Art1c~e · 
18), the land belongs exclusively to t.he. state ~h10~ g~ants it 
for social use to the state enterprises and mst1tut10ns, to . 
the agricultural cooperatives and social organizations and : 
t9 individual citizens for their personal use. The use of the 
land is granted free of charge (Article HI}. . . 

Each cooperativist family is alloted a private plot · 
(without counting the area occupied by the house). The 
size of these plots is decided by the gew~ral. assem_bly ()f : 
the cooperativists. However, the model constitutions stl!pulate 
that for the lowland cooperatives, they should not exceed , 
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10 acres and for the newly formed mountainous cooperatives 
15 acres. In his private plot, the cooperative peasant grows 
i:iainly fruit and vegetables, fodder, etc. The vegetable and 
livestock products which the cooperativist families take :from 
their private plots S·erve to satisfy their personal needs more 
adequately. This form of property, however, tends to diminish 
and, with the passag'e of time, it is disapnearing not onlv 
because it is incompatible with social ownershin. but ::i1so ;ond 
above all because the peasant himself, sees from his own 
e~erience that the cost o:f production of agricultural pro
ducts :from his private plot is much higher than that of pro
ducts from the cooperative. Therefore it is in his interest to 
buy the~e products at much lower prices at the shops of the 
cooperative and devote the time spent working his private 
plot, to work in the cooperative fieMs, with gr.eater benefit 
to himself. 

The cooperativists are the ·joint owners of all the 
ag"ricul'tural machinery and means of transport of the coope
rative, the pac!k and draught animals, the productive animals 
and bee-hives, with the exception of those left to families 
for their individual use, the seed necessary for the cooperative 
cr~ps: the fodder for the cooperative's livestock, the necessary 
buildm.[!s for the management of the cooperative as well as 
the establishments in which products are ihandled or processed. 

The dwening-houses, the agricultural implements needed 
to work the personal plot, are not collectivized. The consti
tut~oi; of the cooperative allows each cooperativist familv a 
defm1te number o:f cattle, sheep and goats, pigs and bee_. 
?ives. which. while being used for the personal needs of 
the cooperativists, are tended, herded and housed by the 
cooperative. 

The neasants iointlv nerform all the ar:rricu1tur11l tasks 
envisaged in the plan of the cooperative, which is an integral 
Part of the general state plan for agriculture. The income 
:from this collective work is divided among the cooperativistg 
according to the quantity and quality of work done bv each 
of them. Such an or.[!anization of agricultural production 
ensu::es the best possible utilization of the productive forces, 
and mcreases and improves production. 

Democracy is one of the fundamental Principles ot the 
structure o:f agricultural cooperatives. This democracy is 
reflected in the right of the cooperativists to participate di
rectly in solving all the problems of the coopera'tive economy, 
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fo their right to elect and be elected to the ~eading organs 
of the cooperative; in their right to exercise control over .; 
and to demand tha't the leading organs and functionaries of ··~ 
the. co?perative. ~nder account of. their management, in ' 
their nght to dismiss before the expiry of their term, or at 
any time, those people elected to leading organs or pos'ts who 
do not justify the confidence of the people and do not perform 
their tasks well. 

The supreme organ of the agricultural cooperative is 
the ge~eral assembly in which all the members take part. 
The ~nt~re activity of the cooperative is run by the assembly 
and m intervals between sessions, by the presidium of the 
coopeTative itself elected by the assembly. To ensure the 
handling of the day to day activities the assembly elects 
a . 'President ":ho is simultaneously chairman of the coope
rative and chairman of the management committee called the 
presidium. 1Let us stress once again that the c~operatives 
conduct all their activity in conformity with their constitu
tions, and with the laws, decisions, inshuctions and directives 
of the state organs, combining their interests 'With those of 
the national economy, to the benefit of the socialist cons'truc
tion and the continuous improvement of living-standards. 

The advantages of the cooperativist system 

The coorperativist system in Albania combines the ad
vantages of the large-scale modern en'terprise over the small 
primitive enterprise, and, at the same. time, the superiority 
of the socialist economy over the capitalist economy. If before 
Liberation Albanian agriculture comprised more than 155,000 
:peasant holdings, averaging 2.'5 hectares each, some belonging 
to those who worked them and some owned by others, on 
which the peasants could not subsist by their own resources, 
in 1979 there were 423 economies with an average area 
of 1,150 hectares of cultivated land in which the area -0f 
land under crops and rtheir production of plant and livestock 
products are steadily increasing. 

'l'lhe process of the establishment of large-scale agri
cultural economies in Albania has not been carried out at the 
expense of the peasants, spelling ruin for them, as is the 
case in the capitalist countries, but to their benefit through 
the co-ordlination of their interests with those of the whole 
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socie'ty. Consequently, not only has the Albanian peasant 
escaped from oppression and exploitation once and for all, 
but brilliant prospects have been opened up for him to 
improve his economic and social situation. The coopera'tive 
system has eliminated the possibility of the appearance of 
ineq_ualiities among the peasantry, and rural poverty and 
want along with it. The CIQllective ownership has placed the 
peasants in conditions of equality as regards the utilization 
of the means of prlQduction which belong to the entire co
llective. The conditions of" the collective economy exclude 
the exploitation of another's labour. As regards work and 
remuneration for it, the agricultural cooperatives apply the 
principle «from each according to his ability, to each accor
ding to his work». The cooperative members are paid on the 
basis ·Of workdays put in during the agricultural year. The 
differences in 'their incomes do not derive from their economic 
and social position before joining the cooperative, but· from 
the amount of work done in the collective economy, from 
the value of the workday 'Y'hich is continuously increasing, 
parallel with the economic. strengthening of the coopeTatives. 

The establishment of the cooperative system has guaran
teed the Albanian peasantry the necessary conditions for a 
more prosperous ·and cultured life. Before Liberation the 
Albanian countryside was made up of small, very scattered 
villages, whereas the collec'tivizatio,n and pairticularly the 
creation of big cooperatives uniting several cooperatives in 
one led to the creation of new economic and administrative 
centres with their own social-cultural and educational insti
tutions. which are becoming more and more like small towns. 
More 'than half the peasant families live in new houses, 
mostly built after the collectivization; thousands of educa
tional and social-cultural institutions have been buillf; in the 
agricultural cooperatives, including creches and kindergartens, 
eight-year and secondary gchools, houses of culture, hospi'tals, 
maternity homes, out-patient clinics; new roads link the 
villages with the na1tional mad network, and even the most 
remote mountainous villages have electric light. In the 
countryside as in the cities the state provides free medical 
services. The memibers of the agricultural cooperntives are 
entitled to invalidity and old age pensions. 

New moral norms, the spirit of socialist collectivism, 
~he predominance of the general intel'est over personal interests, 
charracterize the activity of the Albanian cooperativists. They 
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see the basis of their well-being in the common property. The 
experience of the consitruction of socialism in Albania shows 
that the only way to build socialism in the countryside, in 
the countries with f.ragmented rural economies, is the collec
tivization of agriculture. All other ways lead to the develop
ment of capitalism in ithe countryside. The establishment of 
big collective economies led to removal of all the hedges and 
ditches which divided up the cultivated land, and thus created 
la;rge a;reas on which it is possible to use agricultural machi
nery and apply modern agricultural methods. In the united 
agricultural cooperatives agriculitural and livestock production 
is ·even better organized on a sci~:mtific-technical 'basis. The 
socialist transformation of the Albanian countryside created 
very favouralble conditions for the planned development of 
agricultural production on the basis of advanced methods. 

Under capitalism, the use of modern equipment by the 
rich farmers intensifies competition and leads, finally , to the 
ruin of the small peasants. On the contrary, the introduction 
of the tractor and the leader-harvester in the Albanian coun
tryside has Hghitened the work of the cooperativists and 
helped to improve their well..ibeing. 

With the setting up of the big collective economies, the 
working peasantry has the possibility to benefit greatly from 
the drainage and irrigation projects built by the state, as well 
as fu-om the state aid in credits for increasing agricultural 
production, the use of selected seeds. chemical fertilizers , etc. 
Today Albania ranks among the most advanced countries of 
the world as regards the amount of chemical fertilizers used, 
the irrigation capacity and big land improvement projects. 

The cooperative system has ensured a considerable in
orease of agricultural production, so that agriculture provides 
the ma;rket with increased products, a fact of great importance 
for supply1ing the country with food-stuffs and agricultural 
primary products. 

The figures show that agricultural output in Albania has 
increased 5 fold in comparison with the pre-war period. This 
increase is over 50 pe;r cen't greater ithan the increase of the 
population. Totai agricultural output in 1975 was 33 per cent 
higher than in 1970. The growth of production of certain pro
ducts was as follows: bread grain 35 pier cent, sugar..ibeet 
76 per cent, milk 47 per cent, eggs 68 per cent, etc. 

As to the Tate of growth ·of agricultural production it 
is noteworthy that Alb~nia has surpassed the world average. 

Harvesting. 

Hills transformed into orchards. 



Agriculture, the concern of the entire people. 



Ready for the market. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOCIALIST AGRICULTURE 29'7 

Collectivization has put an end to the quasi-monoculture 
character of Albanian agricultUTe. While bread grains oc
cupied 96.5 per cent of the cultivated area in 1938, today they 
occupy about 50 per cent of it, at a time when the production 
of bread grain has increased incomparably with 1938. In 1980 
its production increas·ed 5 fold and its yields about 3 fold 
against 1938. Whereas in 1938 the ratio in the area sown wi'th 
maize and wheat was 70 per cent maize against 30 per cent 
wheat, in 1979 it was 35 per cent maiz·e against 65 per cent 
wheat. At the same time the area sown with industrial crops 
was extended. In comparison with 1950, in 1979 production of 
cotton increased 3.5 fold , suigar""'beet 50.5 fold , sun-f1lower 10.6 
times, that of tobacco, against 1938, incre.as·ed 10 fold , and so 
on. Compared with 1938, production of vegetables in 1979 was 
11.2 times greater, fruit production in 1978 increased 6.4 fold, 
citruses - 11.8 fold , e'tc. 

This increase in ithe agricultural production is due, to 
a great extent, to the increase of various yields. There are 
many agricultural economies in our country which take in 70 
quintals of wheat and 70-80 quintals of maize per hectare, 
more than 50 quintals of rice, abou:t 20 quintals of cotton, 
24 quintals of sun-flower per hectare, etc. 

The establishment of big agricultural economies has 
created the eonditions irequired for a radical change of the 
character ef Albanian agriculture: from an extensive agricul
ture in which the increase of production was achieved by 
expansion of the cultivated area, it is more and more tending 
to become an intensive agriculture which is characterized by 
the continuous increase in investments and the work done per 
hectare of cultivated land, and this has :resulted in a consi
derable rise in the yield rates of agricultural crops. 

Collectivization created the premises :for regionalization, 
cooperation and specialization in agriculture. These pheno
mena are encountered in the capitalist countries too, but they 
differ fundamentally in regard to theiT aims and methods. 
Thus, while the distribution of crops, the specialization and 
development of the productive :forces in the capitalist agri
culture constitute a spontaneous process, aimed at achieving 
the maximum profit and the absorbtion of the smaller eco
nomies by the bi~ger ones, in accordance with the ~<law of the 
jungle», in the People's Socialist Republic of Albania these 
phenomena constitute a process which is developed con
sciously for the benefit of the workers. The planned develop-



29!! PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

ment of the productive forces serves to increase producti 
and productivity, to reduce cosrts and to raise the level of · 
material and cultural life of the masses. In Albania, the re 
nalization and specialization of crops, in other words, decid'' 
on what crops will be grown in the different regions of 
country, and the concentration of agricultural production .1 

the specified cooperatives, farms ·or zones, are measures wh'.' 
are closely linked together and respond to the general inte1:1 " 
of the national economy. They are two links of the sa 
chain. 

Advancing on the road of intensive cropping, Allban' 
agriculture is further perfecting the regionalization and · 
cialization of crops, guided not by profit as is the case 
the capitalist countries, but by the needs of the natio . 
economy, by the needs of the working masses, at the sa 
time taking into consideration the climatic and soil com::I 
tions. So the geographical distribution of crops and the s 
cialization of 1Jhe agricultu:ral economy in Allibania a;re bas 
on the state plan which is drafted in accordance with t 
economic laws of socialism and reflects the reality of 
country. This harmonious development which makes the : • 
possible use of the soil and weather conditions and all t' 
material and moral resources of the countTy serves the ach'. 
vement of the supreme objective of the !Party, the constructi '. 
of socialism and the continuous raising of the level of 
terial and cultural well-being of the people. :~ 

The combination of forces creates immense possibiliti' 
to undertake mass actions, unrealizable in the conditions' · 
small private economies, because such undertakings requi 
large-scale work and !big investments. Undertakings of th 
type were the actions for breaking in new land, for the · , 
racing, irrigation and draining of land, planting large blo · 
of fruit trnes, etc. ' 

The cooperativist system opens up great possibilities f 
the scientific experimentation, the rota'tion of crops, the di 
semination of advanced experience, which are indispensabl 
conditions for the rapid development of agricultural produ .. 
tion. Research work in Albania has already gone beyond t · 
confines of laboratories to spread almost everywhere, in th . 
state farms and the agricul'tural cooperatives. A series o 
factors have contributed to this, above all, the raising of th , 
cultural level of the cooperativists and the other agricultura. 
worlrers. Whereas before Liberation there was only one low .. 
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level agricultural school, nowadays there are two higher insti
tutes of agriculture (in Tirana an(} KorQa, which have trained 
irnndreds of higher specialists: agronomists, zootechnicians, 
veterinadans, agrilcultural economists, foresltry speciaHsts, etc.). 
There is also a vast network of agricultural secons:Iary schools 
which train hundreds of middle-level specialists ·each year. 
Specializa'tion and qualification courses are run continually in 
the agricultural cooperatives and state farms. Thus efforts are 
made to ensure mass participation in agricultural schooling. 
On the other hand Albania has an extensive system of scien
tific research institutes, engaged in research in the field of 
agricultural production, zoo'techny, pedological studies, plant 
protection, the development of fruits crops, the mechanization 
of agriculture, hybridization of maize, etc. Equipped with mo..; 
dern laboratories, these institutes engage in wide-ranging acti
vities assis'ting increased agricultural and_ livestock produc
tion. · · 

Scientific experiments are carried out even in the small 
production units in the agricultural cooperatives. Thousands 
of workers of all categories and lev,els of qualification are 
devoted to this work. The scientific experimentation iby the 
masses has now become a school which stimulates agricul
tural and livestock production. 

The study of the agricultural land in Albania was com
pleted in 1973. A survey was carried out and a land registry 
compiled of the entire arable M,ea of the Republic. Pedological 
and agrochemical studi,es involving hundreds of thousands of 
soil analyses were conducted in all the agricultural economies. 

As a result of these pedological and agrochemical studies, 
'the agricultural worlrers now have at their disposal pedologi
cal and agrochemical maps which show the di~ferent typ;es 
and subtypes of the soil, the depth of .the active Ia;y-er, its 
mechanical composition, the quantities of humus, nitrogen, 
phosphorus and potash it contains, and other agrotechnical 
information. 

Thanks to a good knowledge of the soil, all the tech
nical processes in agriculture, ploughing, fertilizing, draining, 
irrigation, the regular rotation of agricultural ~ps, the brea~
ing in of new land, are carried out in accord w1~ the chemi
cal physical and biological properties of the soil, and conse
qu~ntly, they have a more marked effect il1; in~reasing yie~ds. 

The pedological and agroche:nioal field s!~d1es, perrformmg 
the chemical analyses of the soil, the compilmg of maps and 
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the respective supplement reports in general have become~ 
gI1eat school in which the specialists, agricultural workers · 
chemists and laboratory workers have studied the charact 
sties of the soil and with the aid of the supplementary repo 
have taken concrete measures to preserve and increase 
fertility of the soil. In courses and seminars and esped" 
during the work itself, a iLarge number of c~dres have · 
trained . and specialized in the field of soil analyses, pedolq: 
and. agricultural chemistry. Attached to the district agricult. 
stations, pedology laboratories have been set up, as well 
a number of simpler ones attached directly to cooperati . 
T~ese. ~aboratories play a ma.for ro1e in ffie development', 
scientific-research work in agrkulture, especiaHy in pedal · 
and agricultural chemistry. , 

1So, having overcome its age-old backwardness and bef 
freed of the old relations of production, Albanian agricultu . 
now completely collectivized, is advancing confidenHy on 
road of intensification and modernization. As a result of th .. , 
measures, the total agricultural output increased in 1980 . > 
5~0 per ·cent against 193!l_. Agricultural production in the. '. 
Five-year Plan 1981-1985 will increase by 30-32 per c 
against the 6th Five-year Plan for the five years ta ' 
together. -

The mechanization of agriculture 

Mechaniza'tion is one ·of the main factors in the rap 
proRress of agriculture. Therefore, from the time it was es 
?lished the people's power has given this. prob1em particul ' 
importance and care. In 1977 the volume of mechanized wo 
w~s mol'e than 15 times greater than in 1950; compar 
with 1938, when motor power constituted only 1 per ce .. 
of the tota[ power potential, in 1979 motor power account 
for 92 per cent of it. 

As. a result of the implementation of the principle . 
self-reliance, nowadays a whole series of processes are ac 
complished with machinery made in Albania such as thre· 
shing-mac!hines, seed drmls, fertfiizer spreade~ mills silag 
choppers, winnowing machines, grain driers a~d other m'a. 
chinerv, all manufactured locally. · " 

As regards mechanization, the central research stations 
in collaboration with the agricultural enterprises and th ' 

THE DEVELOPMENT O;F SOCIALIST AGRlCUL'l'UlU: 301 

engineering plants of the country, studied 'the possibilities of 
further extending the mechanization, of working sprinkler 
irrigation plants not only by motor driven pumps, but a~so 
by utilizing the natural conditions, the extension of precise 
seed sowing, 'the utilization of certain groups of implements 
simultaneously, 1etc. 

Parallel with the modernization of the machinery used 
in the agricuJtural sector, work is going on to train many 
specialists in this branch of mechanics so that they acquire 
a high degree of qualification. The machine and tractor sta
tions hav:e at their disposal a whole army of highly trained 
cadres and mechanics. 

Unlike the capitalist countrie~ where the machinery 
belongs to the wealthy capitalist landowners or financiers, who 
exploit the farm hands by employing ~hem as ~ay lab<?urers 
or by charging excessive rates f()r the hire of their machmery, 
in Albania this machinery is used extensively by all the co
operative peasantry. The machine and tracto~ stations put 
their machinery at the disposal of the cooperative for a very 
moderate charge. These practices ilJustrate the gireat interest 
of the state in the development of agricultural production. 

Breaking in . of new land 

The grea'ter part of Albania is mountainous and hilly. The 
area sown to crops occupies only 42 per cent of the total 
territory of the country. After the establishment. of. the p~
ple's state power, continuous attention was given to mcreasmg 
the production of bread grain and the development of all the 
branches of agriculture by harmonizing the development of 
intensive cropping with the breaking in of new land. . 

In the years since Liberation, the m:ain efforts were. di
rected to breaking in new land in the plains through river 
control and drainage, the clearing of degraded fo~ests, e~c. 
However, the greatest reserves o.f this kin? were situated m 
the mountains and remote areas, therefove m recent years the 
Party issued the call: «Let us take to the mountai~s and hills 
to make them as :beautiful and fertile as the plams!» a call 
which mobi.Hzed all the agricultural worikers as well as the 
youth of 'the cities and the c?untrrysid~. This. call was the 
signal for the launching of a vigorous dnve which made pos
sible the realization of the most daring forecasts. Today the 
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hills are covered with terraces planted to crops and rf. 
trees. 

The peasants of the mountainous districts proclaim · 
win·ter a season of work like the other seasons, in order • 
wrest from the mountains and degraded forests the fe. · 
land unutilized up till that time. Battling the rocks, the sn 
and the cold, imbued with a lofty revolutionary spirit, t 
peasants wrested the precious land from nature, inch by in· 
As a result the hills and the mountains have changed· th 
former appearance. On their slopes thousands and thou 
of hectares of land have been shaped in terraces. This invoil. 
the excavation of hund!'eds and thousands of cubic metres 
stone and earth in forming the terraces and the building ·. 
dams to control the torrents and protect the soil from eros( 
damage. Enti.lre zones we:rie transformed into big orchards · 
vineyards. ;¥ 

The breaking in of new land in the hilly and mountaino:~ 
areas was made much eaS'ier as a result of the great h 
provided by the machine and trnctor stations and the s · 
farms in lending machinery. Overcoming the difficulties wit ... 
lofty revolutionary spirit the young people of town and co i<• 

tcyside have transformed immense areas of mountainous te· 
rain and degraded forests into cultivable land. In tens ·· 
thousands, they rushed to the aid of the peasants of t 
mountainous regions to respond in deeds to the call of t 
Party to make the hiLls and the mountains as fertHe a.s 
plains. As a result of this great work, the arable land ar: 
in 1979 had increased by 2.4 times as agains.t 1938 when ; 
covered only 292,100 hectares. 

Drainage and irrigation of the land 

This problem assumes great importance for the develo 
ment of the Albanian agriculture, if account is taken of t 
fact that before Liberation thousands of hectares of land we 
covered. by water or periodically flooded, while whole regio ' 
suffered from drought .in summer. At ·that time the feu 
?Wners were not interested in undertaking water control pr. 
Jects and they wel'e not in a position to do so. On the oth 
hand, the. anti-popular state power displayed no concern at a·· 
over this problem. 

This very important task was fulfiJled only under 
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people's state power. Withi!1 25 yeaJ:s ~he _«black spots» desig
nating the swamps of IMahq ~Ko~ district), of Vurgu (J?el
vina), Terbuf (Lushnja), Thumana (Kruja), Ros~o_vec (Fier), 
etc were erased from the map. From the ctrammg of thf' 
sw~mps 50,000 hectares of very fertile land were gained and 
a further 188,000 hectares were improved up to 1979. . 

iPumping stations with a total capacity of 160 cubic 
metres of water per second were built for drainage of :the 
flat coastal regions. The pumping station of Hoxhara (Fier) 
with a capacity of 35 cubic metres per second. ranks a~110ng 
the most powerful in Europe. A dense network of drainage 
canals extends over 200,000 hectares of land which comprise 
over 90 per cent of the total area of plains in the coun~. 
Within the same period, stop-banks built along all the. mam 
rivers prevented overflowing. Thus water control work m the 
plains has now enter,ed its final stage. 

In the years of the people's power more than 230,000 
hectares of land in the plains have been completely prot,ected 
from flooding, drained, and placed under irri~ation .. 

!Major works have been carried out to achieve . this. Today 
the area under irrigation is much greater than m the p~e
Liberation period. Hundreds of re~~rvoirs have been buil_t, 
some of them of considerable capacities. The Thana reservo~r 
(Lushnja) contains 65 million cubic metres of water and is 
capable of irrigating more than 25,000 hec~ares. . · 

The continuous growth of the economic potential of the 
countiry and the completion of collectivizati?n have_ mad~ pos
sible the Jarg,e-scale construction of. irri~a~10n. proJects m the 
mountainous regions a~so. Reservoirs, irngati~n ~ana~s . and 
other structures have been and are being built m difficult 
tetrrain in the mountainous regions. 

In 1980 the irdgation system covered 53 yer cent of the 
total cultivated land or 3,66,000 hectares, agamst 29,000 hec
tares in 1938. Sprinkler irrigation in 1979 extended to 70,000 
hectares. 

The state does not limit itself to building the res~II'Voirs, 
irrigation canals, electric pumping stations, etc. w~ich are 
required for the reclamation ~f s:vamps and land i~prove
ment and irrigation schemes with its o~ means, but it P:C:O
vides every sort of aid for ~e coop~ratwe peasantry to build 
relatively simpJe projects _with the1r o~ forces. The state 
provides them with materials and specialists free of charge, 
as well as with credits of very favourable terms. 
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·The canrying out of land improvement projects has , 
double advantage: on the one hand. new agricultural land · 
been gained, and on the other hand a more favourable reg· 
has been established for the crops, because in the main a 
cultural regions of the country they. suffer firom drought 
summer and excess humidity in winter. 

After four years of persistent work, in 1973, the Institu' 
of the Study and Design of Land Improvement schemes, · 
close cooperation with specialists frnm the different distric 
and the agricultural cooperatives, completed the study ·· 
schemes for the compJete irrigation of the 26 districts of 
country, on the basis of which the irrigation map of t. 
Republic, which envisages hundreds of projects (reservoi 
canals, tunnels, etc.) was drafted. 

The state allocates considerable sums for the constructi' 
of these projects. On its part, the cooperative peasan 
assisted by the city workers, gave effective assistance throug, 
voluntaTy labour performing a great many tasks in. the buil ·" 
of irrigation and drainage projects, etc. Large-scale mass a 
tions are giving excellent results in reducing the time need 
to build these projects. 

The irrigation system schemes have served as a ba 
to study the poss1ibilite~ of harnessing the irngation proj 
(which fulfil the necessary conditions) for the production 
electric power. 

The use of chemicals in agriculture 

In the past, only natural manure was known and us 
in Albania, and this to a totany inadequate extent. Artifici 
fertilizers were completely unknown. After Liberation grea 
importance was given to chemical f.ertilizers. The two bi 
plants built in Fier and La«;; ensured the necessary amount o. 
chemical fertilizers for Albanian agriculture. The quantity of 
chemical fertilizers distributed to the agricultural economies 
in 1980 had increased 50 per cent as against 1975. Today Al
bania is ahead of many countries as regards the utilization o ·. 
chemical fertilizers. ' 

The amount of chemical fertilizers used in our agriculture:, 
in 1977 was 6.3 times greater than that of 1970 and 11.6 times:; 
greater than in 1970. 
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· Parallel wiith the increa~d production of chemical ferti
lizers the utilization of organic manure has never been under
rated'. Chemical fertilizers are combined with the ~rganic 
manure or they will damage the structure and the micro.or
ganisms of the soil. Therefore, the gathering .and p~·€pairat~on 
of organic manure iis a decisive prerequisite for m.creasmg 
crop yields and the fertility of the soil. Every agricultural 
economy has now turned each of its sectors. into a rea.l «f~~
tory» of organic nitrate through the c?llection a~d sci~ntif1c 
processing of alJ. organic manure. To th1~ er.id, special J:>ngades 
have been set up with the task of fmdmg, collecting and 
processing organic manure. , 

Special atten'tion is paid. to the protection of plants fr~m 
diseases and pests. To this end, the state .r~gularly sup.plies 
the agricultural economies with large quantities of fung1c1des, 
insecticides and herbicides at fixed low prices. The state also 
provides technical assistance ·for the peasants by putting at 
their disposal specialists to cope with this problem. 

The selection of seeds 

In the past seeds were of poor quality and produced low 
yields, so under the people's power, in confo~ity wit~ the 
requirements of agricultural technology and with the aim of 
increasing production, great importance w~s. attached to the 
selection and distribution of high productivity seeds. Every 
year the state diskibutes thousands of quintals of ~:elected 
seeds in wheat maize, tobacco, sugar-beet, etc. Great work 
has been done 'to secure high-yield seeds and the optimal 
number of plants per hectare. 

Variety of crops 

Before Libe!l'ation, Albanian agriculture develop~d in ~ 
unilateral way. Field crops were predominant, while fruit 
growing and forestry taken together represented only ,5 per 
cent of the total agricultural output. 

· Under the people's state power, gTeat efforts have been 
made to diversify agriculture, to improve and transform the 
structure of agri(:ultural production. 

20 - 117 A 
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The proportion of field crops to fruit and livestock pr'()'. 
ducts has been gradually modified and improv·ed in favour · .. 
the latter. The continuous improvement of the proportion b . 
ween the three fundamental branches of agriculture is act 
complished without. reducing the production of field cro~ 
It is achieved by giving a certain priority to livestock an 
fru!it production, by the relatively more rapid developme . 
of these two braI11Ches. 

At the same time, the proportions between 'the field crop· 
themselves have been improved, giving relat~ve priority 
production of certain plants which should play a larger p~ ,. 
in the ·people's diet, such as vegetables, potatoes and o /' 
bearing plants. . . 

Greiat efforts have been made to increase the vanet1 .. 
of fruit, particulavly grapes. Thus today fruits which , 
especially appreciated by the consumers, which can be pr~ 
cessed and are in greater demand on the fo'I'•eign market, a .: 
planted on a larger scale. Anot:p.er objective is to prolo~g t . , . 
period of availability of frtesh fruit in order to a".'°1d b1 : 
fluctuations in supplies of these products, to orgamze co .\ 
sumption !better and facilitate their utilization by the fo~. 
industry. , 

Special importance is given to industrial crops. . ;.;. 
The main cereal crops grown in Albania are: wheat, mai~t; 

rye, barley, and rice; the main industrial cro~s are cotton;~ 
tobacco, sugar-beet, and sunffower. Vegetables mclude gr~~'; 
beans haricot !beans, peas, onions, tomatoes, cabbage, sp1•,. 
nach, 'egg-plant, lady's fingers, courgette paprika, le·~s, car-·· 
rots, etc. The climate ibeing suitable, fruit growmg h_as: 
prog11essed greatly in Albania. Th~ most widely gr?wn fr1:uts; 
are: apples, pears, plums, cherries, peaches, apricots, figs,, 
walnuts, pen;immons, oranges, mandarins and lemons. A goo~. 
part of the fruit produced is exported fresh ~r . pveserved. · 

Fruit production in 1978 increased 6.4 fold, citrus produc-
tion - 11.8 fold against 1938. . . 

Viticulture is also greatly developed. Very high quali.ty .··. 
table grapes and grapes for wine are produced in Albama. 
Albanian table grapes and for wines are in keen demand on 
the international Jrull'ket. , 

Broad pro.81.Pects open up for fruit growi~g. It is envisag~ ·· 
that in 1985 as against 1980 the number of pip and stone frmt; 
trees will increase 'by 41 per cent, of citrus trees 47 per cent, ·•. 
of <il'live-trees 33 per ·cent and vine plants 40 per cent. 
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The proportions between the different branches of agri
cultural production and within these branches themselves, 
are not unalterable. The.y are in constant evolution according 
to the needs of 'the socialist construction of t.µe country. 

Livestock farming 

Albania has an ancient tradition in livestock farming. 
However, this branch of the economy had remained in an 
utterly primitive state. Mo!'Wver it was gravely damaged 
during the war. · 

The establishment of the state sector in livestock farming 
was a measure of great importance for the development of 
this branch and the economy of the country as a whole. The 
law on the nationalization of big flocks was the starting
point for 'the state sector in livestock farming. 

The establishment of the socialist sector opened up vast 
perspectives for .fruitful scientific work in zootechny and 
for the introduction of the socialist system in this field. The 
state flocks and herds, organized in state livestock enterprises 
are a means for ensuring better suppHes for the working 
population of the cities and a fine example for all those enga
ged in livestock farming. Hence, livestock farming, like all 
the other branches of the economy, was organized and de
ve1loped on new foundations. In 1950 the damage caused by 
the war had been made good and the pre-war numbers of 
livestock restored. 

The number of cattle has been built up in the state and 
cooperative sedor, and possibilities have been created for 
the application of technology and the rapid improvement of 
breeds. 

The most important measure taken after the establish
ment of the people's s'tate power for the qualitative improve
ment of livestock was the large-scale application of cross
breeding of the local stock with pedigree stock of high 
productiivity. Great efforts were made also to . improve the 
sheep breeds with the help of pedig.ree rams of the <<Merino» 
and «Cigai'a» !breeds. To this end major investments were 
made to ensure the necessary breeding stock and to train 
thousands of specialists. 

Careful work has been done, also, to improve cattl>e 
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bre€ds. fo the past 'the focal breed of cow with low pro 
ductivity for herd predominated in Albania. Starting fro .·.· 
the 60's a campaign was undertaken' for herd improveme .: 
in cattle by cross-breeding with pedigree stock and by usin · 
artificial insemination. This activity was guided iby a singl 
centre, the State Zootechny Enterprise, and now by th. 
central breed improvement station attached to the Institu : 
of Zootechny .Research. The activity of this instiitute is con·+ 
tinually increasing. In 1974 it extended its activity to all th~ 
districts of the country and carried out the artificial insemina · 
tion of more than 60 per cent of the total number of cow,si 
a figure higher than the world average. ; 

Along with the spread of artificial insemination, con 
tinuous work has b€en done also 'to ensure the requi 
pedigree bulls. To this end, a state farm has been establish 
at Lezha which contributes to providing the necessary 
digree: animals. Each year this enterprise hreeds a la 
number of animals speciallJ for high productivity lines. 

Another impo;rtant orientation for herd improvement 
'the increase in the number of pedigree cows and the raisin 
of female calves. In this way, many cooperatives and sta 
farms have built up their own large herds of pedigI"ee cow. 
While their influence is to increase production, these herd$; 
also prov.ide pedig:ree breeding ~tock, especially young bull(!'. 
supplying thousands of head each year. .· : 

As a result of the measures taken for the development~ 
of cattle breeding, the composition of dairy heifds has under.:.: 
gone a profound qualitative and quantitative change. It is:. 
calculated that more than 70 per cent of the cows are of' 
improved' breed and 20 per cent of them are purebred. · 

Work in this direction has also made possible the improve
ment of all the pigs and poult:ry, almost half of the number 
of sheep, etc. On the state farms all the Uvestock are of · 
improved breeds, while in the agricultural cooperatives the' 
animals of unimproved breed occupy a negligible position· 
and will soon be entirely replaced. 

rRadical changes are taking place to ensure the provision ; 
of adequate fodder. The application· of a series of organiza
tional and technical measures has contributed to increased 
p:ruduction of fodder crops concentrates, etc. and this has en;.. 
su;red adequate supplies of stock food throughout the ·year 
and consequently, the seasonal fluctuations in animal pro-
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ducts have been eliminated, ensuring the required amount of 
production and I"egular supplies for ithe market. All these 
measures have resulted in the steady increase of livestock · 
products and consequently, of consumption per head of po
pulation, from year to year. 

Compared with 1938, the number of cattle in 1979 in
creased 2 fold, pigs - 11.2 fold, poultry -- 4 fold, etc. Animal 
products have increased at high rates. The production of milk 
in 1977 increased 3 fold, meat - 2 fold, eggs - 4 fold, etc. 
against 1950. 

Science in the service of agriculture 

The door was opened to science in Albanian agriculture 
only under the people's state power. The first nuclei for 
scientific activity were set up in the first years following 
Lirberation. In these last decades however, agricultural science 
has developed vigorously. A large number of central research 
establishments are functioning today and they guide experi
mental work over the whole country according to their orien
tation and the tasks assigned to them. A vast amount of 
activity ri.s conducted by the Institute of Soil Studies, the 
Agrarian Research Institute in Lushnja, the Institute of Veteri
nary Research in Tirana. Besides these, a !arge number of 
central stations specializing in maize, vegetables and potatoes, 
fodder crops, plant protection, mechanization, fruit growing, 
forestry, etc. have been set up !n different regions of the 
country. A vast amount of research work is also conducted by 
the Higher Institute of Agriculture in Tirana, the Higher 
Institute of Agriculture in iKor~, by certain faculties of the 
University of Tir.ana, as well as by the Institutes of the Aca
demy of Sciences of the People's SocTalist ffepublic of Albania. 

The policy followed in this direction in Albania is aimed 
at ensuring mass participation in scientific activity; the scien
tific institu'tes are only links in the large network of scientific 
organisms spread over the whole country. Scientific nuclei 
made up of vanguard 1workers, experimental centres and 
scientific councils of the cooperative or state farm, function 
in every state farm or agricultural cooperative, in each work 
brigade and in all units of agricultural and livestock pro
duction. 
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'Dhis mass participation in agricultural science has made 
possible the accomplishment of thousands of programmed.~ 
agricultural experiments each year. Almost all the studies and 
scientific experiments are carried out mainly on the produc ... 
tion fields and livestock herds of 'the state farms or the agri.;;' 
cultural cooperatives. On the other hand, the central research 
stations study and define the essential problems of agricul-:; 
ture which require more ihighly qualified work, while the~ 
agricultural stations of the districts and the agricultural eco-.' 
nomies solve problems of a local character and sum up the: 
results obtained in production. • 

The mass pM'ticipation in agricultural scientific work;.' 
or!ganized in a system of many levels and the extension of; 
this work to the entire territory of the country have contri-':.· 
buted significantly to the achievement of good results, to thet 
increase of the yields of plant and livestock products. Among'.;'. 
the achievements so far in the modernization of agricultur~.' 
aire the production _of a genetic material of high value, in• 
seeds, plants and animals for breeding purposes, ;high quality:; 
biop~ep~rations, studies on the most advanoed technology, tht{ 
app_hcat10n of a program for the long-term development of2 
agriculture, etc. The studies and experiments have led to' 
better knowledge of the characteristics of plants and animals'\~ 
to their improvement and adaptation to the different economid\· 
zones, t:°. the introdu_ction of measures for tihe increase of~ 
the fertility of the soil, etc. At the same time, they are used:, 
in improving agri~ultural technology, zootechnology and the;~ 
genetics of the mam crnps and animals, for the more intensive !J 

build-up of the fertility of the soil and increased effectiveness; 
of the use of fertilizers and water, in elaborating the methods i 
and technology of production, etc. 

Agricultural science .in Alibania is developed on tlhe basis 
of plans and programs covering a period of 10 or 15 yea:rs, . 
which by indicating the general direction of studies and · 
exiperiments ensure a better co-ordination of science ,with· 
production and the national economy as a whole. The scien- :, 
hfic plans are combined. and harmonized with the activity • 
of different sectors of research .groups or institutions, with 
that of the sectors of la:rge-scale agricultural production and . 
the economy and science of the country as a whole. The " 
themes included in the plans of scientific work 
to serve the plan of agricultural production. 

/) 
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Agricultural credit 

The people's state power has always given agriculture 
considerable assistance by means of the agricultural credit 
which has played an important role in the development of the 
productive forces, the growth of production, the intensi.fication 
of agriculture and t!he economic and financial strengthening 
of the agricultural cooperatives. The funds allocated to agri
cultural credits have increased from year to year. 

In the first years after the establishment of the people's 
state power, almost the total sum of agricultural credits went 
to the benefit of individual economies, while nowadays, with 
the complete collectivization of agriculture, it is entirely used 
by the agricultural cooperatives. 

As a result of 'the continuous strengthening of the older 
cooperatives, especially tlhose of the plains, the !bulk of the 
long-te'l'm credits for investments in equipment have been 
allocated to the hilly and mountainous cooperatives, and this 
has contributed to reducing 'the economic disparities 'between 
the cooperatives of the plains and those of the hilly and 
mountanious zones. · 

The rates of interest charged on credits from tP,e agri
cultural bank are so moderate as to be almost symbolic. For 
instance, the in'terest rate for long-term credits is 1.3 per 
cent, for short-term credits 2 per cent, for long-term credits 
accorded to individual peasants for the repair or construction 
of tlheir houses 0.5 per cent. The cooperatives of the moun
tainous zones with modes't incomes and the cooperatives set 
up after the 1st of January 1967 enjoy credits free of all 
interest. 



Chapter five 

ALBANIA - A CONSTRUCTION SITE 

T~e construction. work carried out in th~ years of the1:; 

peopl~ s state ~ower. illustrates the colossal progress made by, 
socialist Albania which has caught up centuries of backward-/ 
ness in this field. Thus the volume of construction in 1950 as·"· 
against 1938 had incr~ased 8.6 fold, in 1955 more than 20 fold> 
and in 1960 36 fold.· The subsequent five-year plans were~:~ 
~arked by even more rapid growth rates. During the 3r<:{ ; 
Five-year Plan (1961-1966), the volume Df construction work''; 
was equal to that ca;rried out in the first 15 years after Libe- 1 

ration, w_hile the. 5th Five-year· Plan envisaged a volume of::·. 
construction work equal to that carried out from Liberation 
to 1965. 

The volume of construction work in the 5th Five-year " 
P_lan (1971-1975) was 53 per cent greater than in the 4th .. 
Five-yea~ Plan (1965-1970). During this period 155 important ~ 
new proJects were built and put into service. · ·~ 

. In four decades the Albanian construction workers have 
~iven the Homeland more 1Jhan a thousand projects of great 
importance for the development of the economy, education 
and culture. They have built 13 entirely new industrial towns. 
A!bout 300,000 flats had been built up to the end of 1979 both 
in the city and the countryside. In the distribution of construc
tion work ~mong the different sectors of the economy, priority 
has b~en gn:en t~ the development of the productive forces. 

. .~mce Liberat10n, our building workers have ceaselessly 
raised the leve! of me~~anization ::ind the building enterprises 
have been eqmpped with many d1fforent kinds of machinery. 
Manual labour and artisan methods are on the way out. Pre-
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fabricated reinforced roncrete components are used extensively 
in all kinds of constructions, in industrial projects, in culverts, 
aqueducts, etc., in land im1Provement and irrigation schem€s, 
the decks of bridges, in housing and social cultural buildings, 
in high-tension lines, etc. Likewise, various kinds of ·equipment 
and :machinery are used in construction sites, from simplest 
types :manufactured in our country to large modern equip
ment and· heavy :machinery, excavators and mechanical 
shovels, large capacity trucks, cranes of different kinds and 
capacities up to 150 tons, modern machinery for the drilling 
and concreting of tunnels, bulldozers, scrapers and many other 
machines. 

Progress has been made also in the construction of ma-
chinery and equipment and the production of spare parts 
which provide a powerful base for the setting up of new 
workshops and production lines, for the further :mechaniza
tion of construction and production processes. 

One of the principal factors whkh has contributed to 
these successes is the fact that in Albania investments in 
equipment are centralized in the' hands of the state, which 
guarante€s the c1entralized financing of projects requiring 
considerable expenditure. 

The investments made by the state today in the econ
omic and cultural development of the country are of pro
portions beyond any comparison with those made under the 
feudal-bourgeois regime. 

In socialist Albania, construction work serves the im
mediate and long-term interests of the country. Hundreds of 
industrial projects built in the various districts of the Repu
blic have brought about a rapid development of heavy and 
light industries. 

Thanks to the draining of swamps and the construction 
of irrigation canals and reservoirs, which are now being built 
even in the remote mountainous zones, the area of cultivated 
land has greatly increased. At the same time, new dwelling
houses, schools, houses qf culture, hospitals, creches and kin
dergartens have .been and are being built a:ll over the country, 
while new roads are 1being opened up in the remote moun
tainous zones. 

A great victory in the field of construction is the crea
tion of a whole army of higher and medium-trained cadres, 
as well as t'he training of qualified construction workers and 
specialists who are capable of building big complex projects 



314 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA ' 

and solving diff[cult problems of construction. Albania inh 
rited a limited number of construction specialists and work 
from the past, while nowadays thousands of higher an 
medium-trained specialists trained in Albanian schools a · 
working in every part of i!he country. Numerous specializ 
study and design institutes-have been founded and are engag .· 
in designing industrial projects, hydro-power stations, hig 
tension lines, bridges and roads, railways, sea rports, dwellin' 
houses, hotels, hospitals, etc. , 

The development of the economy and culture of the cou:ri! 
try, the development of the creativ·e scientific thought of t ! 

building workers, specialists and engineers, have greatly as 
sisted the construction workers in the accomplishment of th 
major tasks assigned to them. Preliminary studies and e ' 
rimental work have made possible the designing and con· 
structilon of important 'technically complicated projects fo: · 
hydro-power stations, which rank as big ones by worl 
standards, railways built in difficult terrain, large land i .. 
provement and irrigation systems, industrial projects, socia. 
cultural and healtih establishments, housing blocks, etc. 

Advanced technique has been applied in the constructio 
of big projects and thorough studies have been made of th· 
technological processes and the scientific organization of wor 1 

leading to the completion of the construction of many dati · 
projects ahead of schedule. 

The rapid development and the deepening of the technical 
scientific :revolution in the field of construction must neces~· 
sarily correspond to the rapid rate of the construction of' 
socialism in A1bania. Efforts are being made in al[ directions, 
especially for the continuous raising of the professional, cul .. '. 
tural, technical and scientific level of the workers, and for 
the establishment of stric't technical and scientific discipline 
everywhere. 

Chapter six 

THE ARTERIES OF THE REPUBLIC 

In the field of communication, too, Albania inherited 
great backwardness from the anti-popular re,?"ime of the 
past. 'l'he few roads, a smalQ numb~r ~f au~omob1les and some 
wooden boats were all that Al1bama inherited from the past. 
Apart from Iceland, Albania was the on\y )European country 
without a railway. All the transport of impo~-export goo~s 
was carried out by iltalian shipping companies. The mam 
sea-port of the country, Durres, could handle onl~ two small 
ships at a time and possessed only one hand-wmch of 200 
kilograms capacity. . 

The situation was further aggravated with the occupation 
of the country by fascist Italy; and later by Hitlerite Germany. 
In November 1944 aH forms of transport were paralysed. 

To overcome this situation, in 1947, just three ye8:rs 
aftier the liberation of the count:ry, despite the great dif
ficulties it had to 'Overcome in the different branches of the 
economy, the people's state power allocated. 44 per cent of 
the total investments envisaged for_ the entire economy to 
the development of communications .. It was n()t long befo:e 
the results of these efforts began to lbe felt. Transport m 
Albania developed rapidly. The volume of goods transported 
today in less than two days is equa[ to the total volume of 
goods transported in 1938. The total length of roads has more 
than doubled. Numerous new roads have be€n opene~ up 
in the mountains, to distant villages and remote mountainous 
zones to contribute to the a.Jl~round development of the .new 
cooperatives. The passanger transport in 1979 was 2,8,~3 times 
greater and goods transport 163 times greater than m 1938. 
In the years of the people's state power. the volume of trans-
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port ;by coastal shipping increased 17 fold, while that by Ion . 
distance shipping increased 9 fold as against 1960. The ton 
nage of the merchant fleet has increasea nearly 20 times an 
today its modern ships pfough the oceans, while the ports o 
the country have been equipped with powerful modern ma'. 
chinery. Today the shipyard at Durres is an important bas 
for repairing ships of big tonnages, as well as for the cons· 
truction of various vessels for maritime transport. . 

The first railway in Allbania was built in 1947 and sinci) 
then the railway network has been extended year by yeal'.; 
Today, this network transports a volume of goods 30 times 
greater than the total volume of goods transported in 1938. ~i 

In the years of the people's state power, the number of; 
telephone lines and call-boxes has increased considerably,: 
Now all the viQlages are linked with the telephone network/. 

Today Albania is in a position to produce trucks, buse · 
freight CMS, passanger cars, etc. 

Major tasks are envisaged for the extension of transpor 
in the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985). Priority will be given 
to railway transport the transport capacity of which wHl 
doubled. 

Part four 

SOCIALIST DISTRIBUTION 

• 



Chapter one 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE NATIONAL INCOME 

In all social regimes, the aim of production is determined 
by the relations of ownership of the means of production. 
When the means of production are owrn~d by the bourgeoisie, 
the aim of production ~s to enrich the owners of capital, through 
the exploitation of the workers of their own country and the 
peoples of the colonial and dependant countries. When these 
means of production are social property and the exploitation 
of man by man has been abolished, the aim of production is 
to continuously raise the level of the material and cultural 
well-being of the working people. This is the case in the 
People'·s Socialist Republic of Albania, where the state power. 
is in the hands of the working class led by its .vanguard, the 
Party of Labour of Albania. 

Every product in the People's Socialist Republic of Alba
nia is destined to satisfy the needs of the people and the 
economy. 

Therefore there is extended production to which the 
response is ever increasing consumption. This whole process 
develops without exploiters or exploited. Under the capitalist 
regime, such a state of things is inconceivable. 

The establishment of the socialist economic and social 
system brought about the elimination of the fundamental con
tradiction of capitalism, that between the social character of 
production and the capitalist, private form of appropriation. 
Consequently, one of the forms in which this contradiction is 
manifested - between production and consumption, has also 
been eliminated. Production in Albania is organized in such 
a way as to fulfil the needs of the working people. Its con
tinuous growth is an objective necessity which conditio;ns the 
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constantly growing consumption by the working people. T · 
degree to which the needs of the population are satisfi 
depends first of all on the degree of development of pr?du '. 
tion. Its continuous exipansion not only ensures the quantrty 
products necessary to satisfy the growing needs of the popu 
lation but also constitutes an indispensable condi,tion to en~u 
the progress of production. 

The rapid and continuous increase of the needs of th 
people in Albania results not only from the rapid growth o 
production, the technical progress, but also from the radi 
transformations in the life of the working masses, their high .. 
material and cultural standards. For their part, these increasin 
demands exert a very stimulating influence on the develop: 
ment of production. 

The increase· and distribution of 
the national income 

Each year the Albanian workers produce material an ; 
spiritual values of the most diverse kinds, which, in to~al;; 
constitute the social product. After the means of production, 
consumed in the process of production have been replaced:· 
the remainder of the national income is at the disposal o 
the society, and from this each worker receives the share tha .. 
belongs to him. Thus distribution is on.e of .the stages of ~h ~· 
reproduction of the social product which lmks consumpt10n 
with production. Distribution itself is divided into two bran-· 
ches: that of means of production and that of means of 
consumption. The character of the distribution of means of, 
production between ithe diffie.renlt classes is determined b~ t~· , 
form of ownership prevailing in the society, while the distri
bution of the total social product among the different classes 
depends entirely on the distribution of the me::ins of pro~uc
tion the ownership of the means of production determines 
the 'relations between the social groups in production. . 

In the capitalist system, the distribution of the soCial ' 
product has an antagonistic character, as it does not g~ to', 
the producers but is appropriated by a handful of exploiters .', 
who possess the overwhelming bulk of the means of produc- . 
tion. Under this system, the capitalists and the big landowners, 
who make up a minority of the population, appropriate more 
than half the social product. · 
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In contrast to this, in Albania the socialist principle of 
distribution of material blessings «according to the work done.-. 
has been established on the basis of the social ownership and 
the socialist economic system. This means that each mem?er 
of society receives his share of the common wealth according 
to the quantity and quality of the work he has performed. 

The consistent application of this principle encourages 
the workers to perfect themselves in their jobs and to achieve 
ever better results in their work. Otherwise, it is impossible 
to increase ihe productivity of labour rapidly cmd continually 
and to advance eventually to the communist principle of dis
tribution, .. .<l'rom each according to his ability, to each accord-
ing to his needs.» . . 

The character of distribution is reflected first of all m 
the distribution of the national income. 

Before the war, the rate of increase of the national inco
me in Albania was very low. In the period 1927-1938, the 
national income increased by only 12 per cent or an average 
of 1 per cent annually. On the contrary, since t~e establish
ment of the people's state power, the national income has been 
characterized by consistently high and steady rates of growth. 
In the period 1960-1970, when the average annual rate of 
growth of national income for Europe wa~ 4.6 per ce~t, that 
of Albania was 7.2 per cent. Particularly high rates of mcrea
se in income have been recorded in the sectors of industry 
and consilruction. In the period 1950-1970 the average rates 
of increase for these sectors were 15.5 per cent and 12.5 per 
cent respectively. 

It should be repeated that the rate of incr~ase of the ~a
tional income of Albania is constantly .increasmg. The nati_o
nal income in 1975 iincreased 13.3 fold as against 1938 while 
the national income per capita increased 5.6 fold. . 

To put it in another way, from 1971 to 1975 the national 
income increased by 38 per cent (the annual average: 6.7 per 
cent), while the real per capita income increased by 14.5 per 
cent (8.7 per cent for the city workers, and 20.5 per cent for 
those of the countryside). 

The increase of the national income has been the result 
of the harmonization and judicious utilization of all factors 
which contribute to its growth, such as: the increase in the 
number of workers employed in the sector of material pro
duction, the increase of the productivity of social labour and 
the fall in the cost of production. 

21 - 117 A 
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Before Lib~ration, 90 per cent of the national income ·•· 
Albania was supplied by agriculture alone, while today alm? 

1
; 

the whole of the national income is created by the two pnn 
cipal branches of the national economy: industry and agr·· 
culture. The general tendency has been the continuous growt 
in the contribution of industry to the national income. ·· 

Albania has succeeded not only in achieving a rapi · 
growth of the national income b1:1t also in using it ju?iciousl" 
in the immediate and long-term interests of the working ma . 
ses. There are no exploiting parasite classes in Albania. Th 
entire national incom~ belongs to the working people and t 
used to raise the wellbeing of the working people. ·· 

The national income is used first of all to ensure th 
development of production and the creation of indispensabl, 
reserves. This part comprises the fund of accumulation. Th.· 
rest of the national income goes to individual consumptio. 
and constitutes the fund of consumption. 1 

Distribution of the national income in the People's 
Socialist Republic of Albania 

National. Income 

Consumption fund Accumulation Fund 

Individual Consumption Social Consumption 

The individual consumption of the national income con. 
sists of the pay of. workers and employees, the incomes o 
cooperativists and the~ incomes of the other strata of the poj 
pulation. . . . .. ~ 

The social consumption of the nat101nal mcome cons1s 
of the expenditure for the maintenance and development o. 
the education system, the public health service, science c:-nd; 
culture, for the improvement of the living standards of tha· 
working people and for social insurance. It also includes the:, 
expenditure for the maintenance of the administrative appa.;;:.· 
ratus, the strengthening of 1the defence of the country, etc.·~ 

In this way, the total income of the socialist state is used 
to satisfy the social and individual needs of the working peo~ .. 
ple; the current accumulation allocated to the construction of:: 
economic enterprises, schools, hospitals, dwelling houses 
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will be transformed tomorrow into the fund of consumption. 
It reflects the growth of the national wealth, the wealth of 
·he entire society, that is, of each of its members. 

The policy of the distribution and utilization of the na
tional income of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
1as always been in accord with the fundamental in'teriests of 
the people, it has correctly harmonized the general needs of 
,ociety with those of specific groups, the current needs with 
ong-term needs. 

The establishment and maintenance of the fairest pro
:JOrtions in the division of the national income into accumu
.ation and. consumption funds has been and still is a matter 
df particular concern, as well as one of the essential principles 
1Jf the people's economy. Under the people's state power, 
starting from 1950) the national income has been divided each 
vear in this way: from 26 to about 35 per cent to the fund 
;,£accumulation and 65 to 74 per cent to the fund of consump-
ion. 

The division of the national income into accumulation 
':Ind consumption funds is characterized by the gradual increase 
if the norm of accumulatio1n. This procesis has passed 
through several stages, in conformity with the general condi
tions, the possibilities and the needs of the country. 

Utilization of the national income 
in percentage 

j rn51-rn55 I 1956-196o / 1961-1965 I 1966-1970 / 19n-1975 

Jtilized national 
income 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

J. Consumption 74.4 73.0 71.2 66.1 64 
~. Accumulation 25.6 27.0 28.8 33.9 36 

It should be mentioned that during the 5th Five-year Plan 
.1971-1975) the productive accumulation funds apocated to .the 
priority development of the branches of material product10n, 
tnade up the preponderant par·t in the division of the total 
fund of accumulation. 

The increase of the fund of accumulation has been dicta
ted by the necessity to make large fundamental investments 
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in industry, agriculture and communications, 
deepen the technical scientific revolution, to achieve the 
cialist transformation of agriculture, to carry out the prog 
for the electrification of the country in a very short timef 
improve the working and living conditions of the wor 
people, to promote the ideological and cultural revolution, · 
All this required major material and financial resources w ' 
could be ensured only by increasing the fund of accumulaf' 

At the same time it should be pointed out that the e{ 
of the increase in the norm of accumulation on raising ; 
standard of living of the people will b2 even more mark 
the future, because the increased accumulation and, the d . 
lopment of production in the People's Socialist Republie~ 
Albania do not constitute an aim in themselves, but are~i 
rectly linked with the fulfilment of the ever growing n 
of the working masses of town and countryside. 

The increase in the national income is accompaniedf 
the increase in the fund of consumption, and the immed·. 
and future interests have been harmonized in the most j 
cious way possible. .. 

The people's state power has followed a wise polic~. 
regards the inorease iln the fund of consumption, makin 
contribute to the continuous and general raising of the peQP 
standard of living, according to the possibilities and co · 
tions of the country. The fund of consumption has incre .. 
more rapidly than the population. In the past decades ·· 
fund of consumption has increased about 4.2 fold and 
population only 1.7 fold. During tfie 5th Five-year 
the rate of growth of the fund of consumption was two 
three times greater than the rate of growth of the populat 

The policy of the people's state power as regards the ' 
provement of the well-being of the people, and linked , 
this, the policy on the utilization of the fund of consumpt' 
have been based on the continuous increase in the numberi 
workers in all the sectors of economic and social activity; .. 
institution, implementation and perfecting of a just system'., 
remuneration; the steady reduction of prices and the ad 
ti on of 'a series of other measuves 1precisely to raise the li • · 
standards of the masses. 

1 

Parallel with individual consumption, social consumpt 
has also increased at high rates. From 1961 to 1970, w 
the total fund of consumption increased by 60 per cent, 
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und of individual consumption increased by 56 per cent and 
:.hut of social consumption by 98 per cent. 

Utilization of the fund of consumption 

The year 1950-55 1956-60 HJ61-65_1~66-70 

r otal consumption 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

1 ndividual consumption 88.7 88.7 89.1 88.1 

·)ocial consumption 11.3 11.3 10.9 11.9 

In the ,,5th Five-year Plan, 64 per cent of the national 
,ncome went to the fund of consumption and the growth rate 
of this fund was higher than the rate of the increase of the 
nopulation. 
' In 1980, as against 1975, the fund of social consumpt:on 
had .increased by 18 per cent while the increase of the norm of 
accumulation was kept at an average of 30 per cent in ahl 
five years of the 6th Five-year Plan. In the 7th Five-year 
Plan {1981-1985) total social output will increase by 34-36 per 
cent, the national income will increase by 35-37 per cent, and 
the real per capita income by 8-10 per cent. 

Social consumption contains in itself the embryo of com
munist distribution, because the material blessings and servi
ces are provided for all the working masses free of charge. 
The increase of the fund of consumption offers the possibility 
of raising the wellbeing of the people and enhancing the spi-' 
rit of collectivism in the fulfilment of needs, on the basis of 
sound idea-political principles. The free education, free me
dical service for the entire population, including the peasan
try, pensions in town and countryside, other sub.sidies at the 
level of social insurance for temporary incapacity to work, 
paid maternity leave, school bursaries, holidays in rest homes, 
etc. come within this context. 

The rapid growth of the fund of consumption has resul-
ted in a further rise, not only in the material wellbeing of 
the people, but also in the standard of living and level of 
culture of the masses. 

The rapid ,expansion of the productive forces, the per-
d'ecting of tlhe relations of 1produation, the ceaseless improve
ment in the wellbeing of the working masses of. tow:i and 
countryside, r,equi1re a higher norm of accumulation m tne 
future too, and linked with this, the rapid development of so-
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cial production, first of all of the production of means 
production. At the same time, the continuous and general · 
sing of the wellbeing of the people and the gradual applicat 
of the line aimed at reducing the differences in income 
living standards between town and countryside as well C 

within the town and the countryside themselves, has bee·· 
point of special concern in the distribution, redistribution 
utilization of the national income. 

The 6th Congress of the PLA issued the directive th 
in the utilisation of the fund consumption in the futu 
priority should be given to improving the living standards, 
rural areas while not reducing, but rising, the level of w ,. 
being in the cities and without compromising the developm(! 
of the lo_wl~nd areas or the living standards of the peop; 
!here; pnonty should also be given to the dev·elopment a 
improvement of the living conditions of the villages of t 
mountainous zones. 

In applying this directive of the 6th Congress of the p .,, 
the Central Committee of the Party of Labour of Albania a 
the C~un_cil of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic ' 
Albc:ma issued their decision on April 1st, 1976 «On the 
ducbon of high salaries, on some improvements in the p 
system of working people and on the further narrowing,! 
the differences between town and country.>-> 

The preamble to this historic decision points out amd 
other things, that during more than three decades of 'social 
construction Albania has realized deep-going revolution 
transformations in every field of life. <<The dictatorship 
:.he prol~tariat and its social basis, the main pillar of whi. 
is the alliance of the working class and the cooperativist pea. 
an try, have been further consolidated,» says the preamb. 
The socialist economy has been developed and strengthen 
unceasingly as a multi-branched, complex, stable, econom 
which is growing steadily stronger and to which the crises 
any other ills, characteristic of the capitalist-revisionist eco" 
omy are unknown. The defence of the Homeland and t 
socialist victories have been further reinforced. . . The cont: 
nuous increase in social production has led to the uninterru 
ted raising of the general wellbeing and the cultural level 
the people, and the gradual reduction of the essential diff 
ences between country and town, mental and physical labo · 

«In the unceasing process of the development and deepe .. · 
ing of the sodalist revolution, the Party of Labour has alwa ·· 
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consistently applied the line of struggle against manifestati~!1_S 
and infJuences of bourgeois and revisionist ideology and :ib
eral attitudes towards them, the line of class struggle .agamst 
liberalism, bureaucracy, technocratism and intellectualism. · · 

«In the present stage of the struggle for the complete 
construction of socialism, the perfecting and constant revolu
tionization of socialist relations of distribution are of great 
importance. . . The Party has followed the line of t~e gra
dual narrowing of differences between the levels of mco~e 
and the ways of life of the working c:ass ~n~ the cooperati
vist peasantry and the different categories withm those classes, 
as well as between town and country. It has always taken 
care to maintain as fair a ratio as possible between the sala
ries of the cadres and the incomes of the workers and coope
rativist:s not to allow marked differences in incomes, which 
give ris~ to the birth of degener~te elem.ents and privileg.ed 
strata and directly endanger the dictatorship of the proletariat 
and the construction of socialism. At the same time, the Party 
has always combated tendencies to. rpetty-~our~eois. equal
itarian:ism in the field of remunerat10n, which is alien and 
harmfu~ to socialism.» 

It is beyond any doubt that the application of the pay 
system for workers and officials and the system. of remune
ration of the work of cooperativists, a system which has bee? 
built and improved from time to time, . always on the basis 
of the socialist law of distribution accordmg to the work done, 
has made possible the narrowing of the diff erenc~s. between 
low and high wages, between dhe incomes of offici~ls, wor
kers and cooperativists and the establishment of fairer pro-
portions between them. . . 

It goes without •say~ng that qu.ite the opposJJte occur"; m 
the capitalist and revisionist countries: w~ere th~ pay system 
is based on the enrichment of the mmority which oppresses 
and exploits the majority. 

To further develop the correct Marxist-Lenini.st line in 
the field of distribution, it was decided: 

A. To reduce the higher salaries and make cert.ain impro
vements in the system of wages and remuneration of the 
working people. 

This subject will be dealt with in another chapter of 
this volume. 
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B. To reduce the essential differeoces 
country. 

The concrete measures taken in this direction need n 
comment. We shall mention the essential elements of these 
measures which the entire Albanian people and especially the: 
peasantry, hailed with great enthusiasm. , 

1. !he state will t~ke up~n. itself, in the count_ryside too,i 
expenditure for outpatient clmics, mother and child consul-' 
tation centres, maternity homes, kindergartens and nurn::ries,:;' 
the wages of the staffs of the houses of culture and health( 
institutions in the centres of enlarged cooperatives, investments/ 
for the construction of schools, kindergartens and nurseries in'. 
the villages, as well as of houses of culture and health estab-'. 
lis~ments in ·the ct;ntres of agricultural cooperatives, the~. 
mamtenance costs of the internaJ power system in the villages;./< 
and the telephone network linking the district centres with.: 
the centres of enlarged cooperatives. 

The peasantry will continue to contribute as much as. 
possible to these projects through voluntary work and secu-, 
ring local materials. 

2: .To raise the percentage of pensions of cooperativists,~ 
equahsmg them with those of the city workers, to raise the~. 
minimum ~-ensions of coope11ativists; to meet the expetnditurli! ( 
for maternity leave for women cooperativists from state so'..'\ 
cial security funas, to unify the percentage of maternity paid1; 
leave and childbirth benefits in town and countryside. \. 

3. State investments will be increased in the hilly and'. 
mountainous areas, for the construction of irrigation projects, 1

; 

for the opening of secondary canals, and for the extension of•'1 

the existing irrigation network, to partially or totally cover ·' 
the values of the work day for the opening and systematisa
tion of new land and for the creation of new plantations of 
fruit trees and vineyards, for the financing by the state, up 
to 50 per cent of the value of the work days spent on the 
heavy pruning of olive ·trees, for building retaining walls 
round olive trees and planting olive saplings. 

With the aim of increasing draught animals, the state will 
help the cooperatives of the hilly and mountainous areas with 
financial means for the purchase of these animals. 

4. The price of nitrogenous fertilizers will be reduced by 
9-15 per cent for the agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and 
mountainous regions. 
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5. The machine and tractor stations will defray all the 
costs of the agricultural cooperatives for the transport and 
storage of fuel and agricultural mac~inery. Investments. for 
the construction of sheds for the machine and tractor stat10ns 
within the cooperatives will be financed by the state. 

6. The agricultural cooperatives of the hilly and moun
tainous areas will be exempted from paying interest on all 
the loans they have received and will receive in the future, 
and the percentage of this interest for the other cooperatives 
will be reduced. 

The premiums for state insurari.ce of agricultural crops, 
I ivestock and the other assets of the agricultural cooperatives 
will be reduced to such a level as to merely cover the costs. 

It suffices to say that all these measures and other dis
positions to the benefit of the countryside cost the state 
about 140 million leks, a sum greatly in excess of the biggest 
price cut decreed in our country in past years. 

Finally, let us quote some extracts from the editorial of 
"Zeri i popullit» of April 2, 1976: 

.. The entire structure and superstructure of the capitalist
revisionist world has been shaken to its foundations, it has 
badly lost its equilibrium and is sliding relentlessly and irre
sistably towards disaster, making the situation of the working 
masses more and more serious. 

.. our reality knows only the road of development and 
great achievements. Here, industrial and agricultural produc
tion, the total social product and the national income, the 
fund of accumulation and that of consumption are in continuous 
growth. Within the last five years total industrial production 
in our country increased 51 per cent, and agricultural produc
tion 30 per cent. The national income in 1974, as against that 
of 1950, increased about 2.8 fold. It is precisely the general 
uosurge of our economy that has made it possible to take. the 
measures envisaged in the decision of the Central Committee 
of the PLA and the Council of Ministers of the PRA. . . In our 
country his monthly pay ·is not all the real income that the 
working man receives from society, whoever he may be, 
whether a cadre or a simple working man. There is also a 
whole fund which society outlays in favour of the individual 
through other channels. Thus, in 1975, as against 1960, the 
fond of consumption mor·e than doubled, whi1e that, part of it 
which is used to defray the costs of social end cultural mea
sures, education, health, and social insurance, increased 2.7 
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times over. For financing these expenditures, which go direc-: 
tly to the advantage of the people, the state spends one quar-1

'. 

ter~ of its budget each year. On the average, each family be-i 
nefits to the extent of about 4,000 leks per year from the state' 
expenditure on social and cultural measures. .. 

~In 1974 the Rumber of people employed in the state 
sector alone in our country had increased 2.5 times over 1960,'• 
and on this basis the incomes of every family have increased' 
and continue to do so ... Precisely because of this, the stan-1 
dard of living here krnows only rises. The facts speak clearly :H 
In 1975, as compared with 1970, the real income per head of 
the population increased about 15 per cent. Quite the opposite 
is happening in the capitalist and revisionist countries where· 
living standards are falifing continually. ' 

The state budget - an instrument for the distribu·' 
tion of the national income < 

The socio-economic character of the budget of a given:· 
state is determined by the form of ownership and the social' 
regime that prevails. In Albania the budget constitutes the1 

essential form of the planned creation and utilization of the'. 
centralized fund of financial resources for the extension of• 
socialist production and the fulfilment of the growing need~ 
of society. The state budget is made up of reeeipts which'' 
represent the monetary resources collected by the state. and: 
expenditure which corresponds to the use of these resourcest'. 
for the needs of society. 1 

In the capitalist countries, the budget is another weapon', 
for the exploitation of the workers and the enrichment of the,: 
capitalist monopolies, through the armaments race and the: 
militarization of the economy. The budget income is derived 
essentially from direct and indirect taxes imposed on the work-· 
ing people arnd is used for the benefit of the exploiting clas-·: 
ses. In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, on the con- i 
trary, the budget is an essential instrument for the distribu- ;, 
tion of the national income to the benefit of the working' 
people, and is intimately linked with the whole national econ-, 
omy; it serves its planned development and the rational uti- · 
lization of financial resources in all branches of production. 

Immediately after Liberation, the political-economic con
tent of the budget changed, both in its income and in its 
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expenditure, and was adapted to the nature and character of 
the new sitate power. The establishment of social ownership 
of the means of production was accompanied by a transfor
mation in the field of the distribution of the social product, 
now carried out on a socialist basis; in other words, the 
structure of the state budget was radically altered. 

In 1947, with the establishment of the state economic 
enterprises run on the basis of balancing income against 
expenditure, part of the social product was channell~d into 
the state budget in two ways: the revenue from the turnover 
tax and that from the tax on profits. This enabled the state 
to concentrate in its hands the funds necessary for the 
extended social,ist reproduction, the fulfilment of socio
cultural needs, and the defence of the country, while on 
the other hand, it provided the monetary means to ensure 
finance for the projects envisaged in the plan for the deve
lopment of the economy and culture when required, regardless 
of the results achieved by particular enterprises in the realisa
tion of the production in given sectors. The system of two 
channels ensures better harmonization of the general interests 
of the state with the interests of the ·economic enterprises 
and organizations run on the principle of balancing income 
against expenditure. The total budget revenue of the state 
has been constantly increasing. 

Unlike in the capitalist countries, the taxes payed by 
the population in Albania represented only a small part 
of the budget revenue, and now these taxes have been 
completely abolished. 

The budget income is destined, first of all to fulfil the 
needs of extended socialist reproduction. This income is 
used to finance the national economy in the form of invest
ments, sums allocated to increase the funds in circulation 
and to cover the losses envisaged in the activity of certain 
enterprises. 

The sums allocated in the state budget for the develop
ment of the people's economy have increased from one five
year plan to another. These sums are used for the develop
ment of heavy industry, the production of mass consumer 
goods and agriculture. 'The budget of the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania includes large investments for the con
struction of various new projects and establishments, plants, 
mines, factories, power stations, state farms, schools, hospitals, 
sanatoriums, etc. 
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The budgetary system in the People's Socialist Republic 
of .A:lbania ensures the territoria[ distribution of the national 
income and the financial means indispensable for the har
monious development of the economy and culture in all 
districts of the country. To this end the budget allocates 
considerable sums to the development of all the branches 
of the economy, while maintaining fair and harmonious , 
proportions in the distribution of its funds among the districts. 
These tasks are partially realized also, through the investment 
funds of the budgets of the district people's councils. 

However, it should be mentioned that the local resources. 
do not cover even the requirements for the sectors of 
education and public hea1th in the budgets of the district 
people's councils. This being the case, the bulk of the invest
ments necessary for the development of the focal economy are 
provided by the state budget. 

The re-distribution of a part of the national income to· 
meet the needs of the social order is also brought about by 
means of the budget. 

In the socialist regime, the wages of the working people· 
are the main fund for the fulfilment of their material and 
cultural needs. On the other hand, however, by means of the 
budget, the state provides the working masses with different 
services and benefits which have a direct influence on raising· 
their material and cultural standard of living. 

A large part of the budget funds is spent on the develop
ment of science, education, public health, physica1 culture· 
and sports, pensions and all kinds of social security benefits. 
These funds constitute an important factor in the continuous 
rise in the standard of living of the population. 

AH the credits allocated by the state budget to different 
social-cultural sectors, school bursaries, different kinds of as-· 
sistance granted through social insurance, family allowances, 
the care for children in creches and kindergartens as well as . 
the low house rents in Albania, contribute directly to increas
ing the real incomes of the working people. 

The state budget of the People's Socialist Republic of 
Albania is characterized by the fact that income is always in 
excess of expenditure. This is the basic factor which contri
butes to the strengthening of the monetary system of the· 
country. 
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Albania - the first country in the world 
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The tax system was abolished in Albania un November 6, 
1969. In other words, the last remnants of the system of ta~es 
and levies on the working masses of town and countryside 
were swept away once and for all. The de~e~opment. of the 
socialist economy and the extension of sociahst relations of 
production automatically brought ~bo.ut ~he abolition of. some 
taxes as a consequence of the ehmmation of the basis for 
them. On the other hand, the taxes levied on the incomes of 
urban and rural working people were gradually rescinded 
until they were completely abo1ished. Thus the incomes of 
the people are exempt from any deductions and Albania ~as 
become the first countrry in the world where the populat10n 
pays no taxes or levies whatsoever. . . .' . 

Taxes appeared in history at the same time as tn~ divi
sion of society into antagonistic classes and the creat10n of 
states. A:H states, whateverr 1their social system, always have 
a tax system appropriate to them. . . . 

The bourg·eois state uses taxes to exercise its funct10n 
of oppression and coercion. In that econ?mic and ~ocial sys
tem the taxes imposed on the populat10n, and first of all 
on the working masses, are the main source of income of 
the state budget, without which the very existence of the 
state is inconceivable. 

During the 20th century, taxes in the c~pital~st countries, 
where they make up 90 per cent of the fmancial resources 
of those states. have been increasing at unprecedented rates. 
In the five d~cades (1917-1967), the total an:ount of. taxes 
collected calculated at 1913 price levels, had mcreased m the 
United States of America 22 fold, in the Germal"1: Federal 
Repubiic 12 fold, in Italy and Great Britain 7 fold, m France 
6 fold and so on. . 

In the capitalist countries the whole burd~n of ta~es 
weighs on the backs of the. wo~king mas:ses and is becomm:; 
heavier and heavier resulting m reduction of t~e wor~e!'" 
standard of living. Taxes imposed on the working families 
of the United States and West G~rmai::y ~epresent more 
than 30 per cent of their incomes, while m France and 
Great Britain more than .25 per ce~t. . . , 

Taxes in the capitalist countries are an mt~gr~l P.ar, 
of the system of capitalist exploitation and the re-distribution 
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of incomes in favour of the bourgeoisie. It is no secret that 
most of the colossal sums squeezed from the people in the 
form of t~xes are allocated by ~he governments to military 
orders which are extremely profitable to the big monopoHes. 

. In .the year~ following Liberation the tax system was re
tamed m Alba~ia as this was indispensable, but its character 
was the opposite of that of the past. 

At that period, th~ people's state power used graduated 
taxes to gradually stnp the exploiting classes of economic 
power and concentrate the principal means of production in 
the hands of the sociaHst state. . 

Ta~es have played an important role in the extension of 
the .basis of the socialist relations of production. In the coun
tryside, wh~re small~scale private economies predominated, ii 

the tax policy was direded to setting the peasantry on the · 
ro~d to the ~o~ialist collectivization of agriculture. This policy 
helped to ehmmate the kulaks as a class by imposing increa
sed taxes ~n them. On t?e. ot?er hand, it served to support 
the extens10n of collectivizat10n by exempting the newiv 
crea~ed cooperatives from payment of taxes and by the re"'-
duct10n of taxes and levies in general. . 

Despite the growth of agricultural production the total 
amo1:1nt of taxes re~ained unchanged in the period' 1950-1968, 
UJ? till 1969 when it was reduced by one third as compared 
with 1950. 

1Since. it is the owner . of the main means of production, 
the Albanian state has as its financial base the accumulation 
created. by the state economic enterprises and the cooperative 
economies. 

The gradual reduction and, finally, the abolition of taxes 
imposed on the population, result from the extension of the 
basis of the socialist relations of production and the develop
ment of the productive forces of the country. The share of 
ta:x'es in the total budget income was 92 per cent for the 
fiscal year 1945-1946, 12.6 per cent for 1950, 2. 7 per cent for 
1960, 0.1 per cent for 1969 and zero for 1970. 

Tax contribution to the budget 

(in millions of leks) 

I To tat amount of (dic"ct 

11950 1955 r 1960 1965 1969 

and indirect) taxes . 97 104 75 70 
·---·---
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These figures show that in the first years after Libera
tion when the socialist state was not yet the owner of the 
principa,l means of pro~uction, taX'es constitut.ed it_s f~nancial 
base. However, immediately after the nat10nahzat10ns of 
1946-1947 the tax contribution diminished by nearly three 
times while later, with the development and strengthening 
of th~ socialist economy, taxes were reduced appreciably until 
finally, they were totally abolished. . . 

The financial policy of Albania shows that the socialist 
regime creates objective possibilities for the abolition of taxes 
and the elimination of any deductions from the incomes which 
the working people of the country, including the cooperative 
peasantry, earn by their work. 



Chapter two 

COMMERCE IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE 

Socialist commerce 

By its very nature, commerce in the People's Sociali 
Republic of Albania is fundamentally different from capi'. 
tahst commerce. It is commerce wi,thout capitalists or specu 
lators. Before Liberation Albanian internal and foreign trad· 
was the monopoly of a handful of rich merchants who specu 
lated without control at the expense of the working masse · 
The produots of agriculture and livestock farming, the mq.i · 
commodHies traded, were monopolised by some 200 big mer~ 
chants who had concentrated an wholesale trade in their'·; 
hands; about 50 of them had direct links with foreign mar-· 
kets from which they imported almost all industdal products .. 
They fixed the wholesale prices at which they bought., 
agricultural products at very low levels, but charged the:. 
consumer prioes many times higher. In their activity, they' 
were not impeliled by concern to fulfil the needs of the people/ 
but solely by the desire to add to their capital. Maximum; 
profits being their sole purpose, the capitalis't merchants pa-,} 
ralyzed the material and technical development of commerce;f 
Comm~rcial activities were confined, for the most part, to·} 
t?e mam towns. There were only a few stores in the country"'.:\ 
side, and none at all in the remote mountainous regions, sd:j 
that the peasants had to walk for days to reach a town where;. 
they could get salt, kerosene or a pair of shoes. .~ 

After Liberation, the establishment of common ownership1 

of the me~ns of production was necessarily accompanied by, 
corresponding transforma,tions in the mode of distribution of 
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material goods. The goods turned out by the sociaUst e~te~
prises were not to be scr1d by the private merchants. This ~s 
how the socialist trade network was born. The means it 
uses are socialist property. 

Commerce was placed in ·the service of the people a~d 
it devefops in conformity with the fundamental economic 
law of socialism on the ever bett~r fulfilment of the constantly 
growing needs of society. Through the function of redistribu
tion by means of the trade network, the bulk of the goods 
produced by society are distributed to the consumers accord
ing to the quantity and q~ali~y of th: ~ork they have dor.1e. 
Hence commerce in A1bama is the principal form of the dis
tribution of consumer goods· among 1the members of society, 
the principal form of the satisfaction of the growing personal 
needs of the working people. i·ts 

Profit is not the objective of Allbanian commerce; 
purpose is to ensure continuous supplies ?f various goods . for 
the population and to serve the people m 'the best possible 
way. . . d 

· The strengthening and development of socialist tr.a e a~e 
based essential:ly on socialist production, but trade itsel~ is 
an indispensable condition f~r th~ development of pro~uct10n. 
The ·trade network, being m direct daily contact with _the 

· consumers and acting as a link between them and production. 
struggles to raise the living standards of _the people and t_o 
fulfil their material and cu[tural needs; m other wo.rds, it 
serves as a catctl.yst and stimulant for the expanslion of 
production. . . . . . 

Commerce links production with large-scale consumption. 
In capitalist society this conn~ction is achieved through free 
competition; while in A!lbama, ~ha_nks to ~~e law of t~e 
planned developm~nt, commer~e is. m a posi~10n to co-ordi
nate production with consumpt10n m a planned way. 

Commerce in Albania is based partly on the continuous 
expansion of the demands and purchasing power of t?e mas
ses. The planned development of socialist produchon, the 
increase of the reail incomes of the working people and the 
continual reductions in prices result in the growth in the 
demand for goods. These factors ensure a proper di~tribution 
of the goods available so that Albanian commerce l<nows no 
crises or difficulties from lack of sales. 

22 -· 117 A 
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The development of commerce 

Internal 'trade in the People's Socialist Republic of Alba 
~ia is ~n the han~s of the state. It has developed along wit 
~ndustnal and agn~ultural production. The turnover of good 
m 1979 was 10.4 times greater than in 1950. The network o 
socialist tr_ade which extends aU over the couil'i;ry was itf 
1979 6.8 times. greater than in. 1950. Every village has its:' 
store or shopping centre, each with two or three sectors,) 
The trade n~twor~ has un~ergone an unprecedented develop...: 
~ent, especially m the 60 s. In thl'i~e years during the 4Ht 
Five-year 1Plan 1,000 ~hops were built in the countryside; · 
as many as those bmlt m the two previous five-year plans! 
taken together. 

The state tr~d~. e~terprises regularly distribute the good , 
produced by socialist industry and the handicraft cooperative 
as wen as the daily necessities from the state agricultura 
sector, and th~ special wholesale purchase organizations. 

In_ the years of the people's state power, along with th 
extension of the trade network and •the materfal and technica · 
base, the structure of the network; of shops has been improve · 
a~d ~eat progress has been achieved in its extension, moder-:'. 
mzat10n and specialization. : 1, 

. . ~-great effort. has been made to extend a~d impro~e th~'.':~' 
p~o_vis10n of social ea:ting facilities. The, buffets are. already \. 
givrmg way to restaurants, grill-rooms, numerous kinds of! 
canteens open i~ the mornings 9r at meal times, to dining 
r?oms, shops seNmg :pre-cooked dishes etc., which are a con
siderable aid _to feeding the working dass and all the working 
~eople and lighten the burden of domestic work. There one 
fmds a satisfyi_ng vari~ty of meaJ.s and high qu!llity service. , 

The · technical eqmpment provided for the network of ' 
shops, restaurants, etc. has extended unprecedently. A net
work of cool-stores and freezers enables food products to be. 
stored an? used over longer periods, helps assure uninterrup- . 
ted supp!1es for the consumers and· raises the quality of the 
commercial service. · · 

The_ retail goods turnover, too, has increased rapidfy, 
a.long with the. gr~wth of industrial and agricultural produc
tion and the nse in the well-being of the people. 

The products destined for the market and their structure 
have also altered from year fo year. Before Liberation the 

) I 
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purchasing power of the working masses was low. In those 
conditions, the volume and variety of goods purchased by 
the people were very limited; they ·were reduced to a few 
essential products such as bread, salt, cloth, <<Opinga .. (leather 
sandals), which could not satisfy even the minimal needs for 
existence. 

Since Liberation, the range of articles on sale has 
been greatly extended. Nowadays, besides the daily necessities, 
the shops offer more and more cultural articles, furniture, 
electrical appliances, .radios, washing machines, refrigerators, 
TV sets, school requisites, etc. The complete electrification of 
the country took electric light to the most remote mountainous 
regions and the torch and candle disappeared once and for 
all. This progress, along with other factors inherent in the 
struggle for the elimination of backward customs, for the 
complete emancipation of women and the narrowing of' dif
ferences between city and countryside have resulted in radi
cal changes in the structure of the circula·tion of goods in 
the countryside, bringing it closer to that of the cities. 

As a result of the limpetuous development of the econ
omy, Albania today fulfils its needs for industrial products 
and increases continuously its ex;ports of a wide range of 
goods to different countries of the wodd. 

Albania today realizes in less than one month double 
the amount of exports carried out in 1938. About 70 per 
cent of the Albanian ·exports consist of finished products, 
against 46 per cent in 1960 and only 13 per cent in 1938. 

Albania e:xiports minerals and oil by-products, blister 
copper and cathodic copper, different kinds of copper wires 
and cables, electriic power, chemical products, handicrafts 
articles, textiles and knitwear, construction materials, articles 
of the wood-working industry, foodstuffs, fresh and preserved 
vegetables fruits, medicinal plants, etc. 

The unified system of prices 

Socialist Albania is one of the rare countries of ihe world 
which has not been hit by ci;he financial crisis or fluctuations 
of prices. Without doubt this is a consequence of the economic 
order which has established and consolidated a unified system 
of prices on a national scale. The application of a policy of 
unified prices over the entire country is a universal principle 
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for the successful construction of socialism and communi 
society; '~h.is policy excludes an fluctuations of prices, guaran 
tees s~ab1:1ty. and establishes socialist discipline in productio' 
and. d1stnbut~on. ~ts characteriS'tic feature is to promote t . 
settmg of pnces m a conscious, organized, centralized wa · 
and conforming to a plan. It is uniform over the enti · 
economy of the country, and this is an essential condition t 
prevent the free play ov prkes and the transformation o 
the mar.ket and. of its relations into spontaneous regulators o 
product10n as is the case in the capitalist and revisioni · 
countries. 

The o_rigin of this policy goes back to the first days o 
the establishment of the people's state power. Along wit 
oth~r re_volutionary .mea~~res which were taken during tha. 
p:enod, 1mpo~t~nt d1srpos1t10ns were passed to prevent pric 
rises, to stabilize the market, the money in circulation, e · 
These measures made possible the subsequent applicatio 
of .a unified and centr~lized .policy in fixing prices, a poli ' 
gmded by the predommant interests of the working mass 
and the people's economy. ''.. 
. Thanks to this policy, in the past three decades, ~!' 
important general reductions in prices have been made · · 
Albania. As a result, the prices of certain mass consume 
goods. were 8.1 per cent to 24.5 per cent lower in 196 
than m 1958. At the same time the purchase pric ·· 
paid for compulsory deliveries of products are 6 to 6.5 times 
higher today than those paid up till 1956. · 

As a result of the sharpening of the economic and finan"".' 
cial crisis, in recent years prices of many products have risen 
to unprecedented levels in the capitalist countries. Conse..: 
quently, Albania has to pay prices 2, 3, 4 and more time 
higher for the machinery, raw materials and other produc ··· 
it imports from those countries. Nevertheless ·the Albania '. 
e~onomy has not experienced the :fluctuat!on ~f prices accor; 
dmg to the spontaneous mechanism of the market. On th 
contrary, the prices of the market have been kept perfectlyj 
stable. ·• 

On the basis of the complete stability of prices and the: 
~ontinuous growth in the supply of commodities, the purchas-: 
mg power of the lek has increased. · 

;r"he main factor which contributes to the decline in pri
ces m Albania is the rise in the productivity of labour. It 
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is precisely this increase which determines the size of the 
price reductions for different products. 

In Albania, the price of any particular commodity is not 
always the expression in money of the value of the goods 
on the market. It is not fixed on the basis of supply and 
demand on the market. The price policy of the people's 
state power is determined by the inter.ests of the bulk of 
the working masses of the country and, first of all, it 
concerns the products essential to the life of the working 
masses of town and countryside. The enterprises do not have 
the right to fix prices themselves. 

In socialist Albania, the calculation of prices in money 
is not a simple technical oalculation, a matter of accountancy, 
but above all a social calculation, which has as its aim the 
interests of society, the development of production and the 
improvement of the living conditions of the working masses. 
Thus the prices paid by the state for bread grain purchased 
from the mountain cooperatives (where the yields are lower), 
are higher than those paid to the lowland cooperatives. This 
allows the peasants of the mountainous regions to increase 
th<;ir incomes and gradually attain the standard of living 
of the plains. Here is another example: in order to encourage 
the sale of locally made products, their prices are set lower 
than those of similar imported products. 

Prices are used as a means to partly adjust the differen
ces between various groups of the population. That is why 
the retail prices for children's shoes, sandals and clothing 
are set in a way favourable to the parents of many children. 
Likewise, advantageous prices have been fixed for work tools 
and other implements destined for the countryside and 
especially for the mountainous regions. The purpose of the 
particular commodity is also taken into consideration in 
fixing prices. Preserving a proprotion, the prices of luxury 
goods are set somewhat higher and those of daily necessities 
lower. 

Thus, the application of a unified, centralized policy· in 
fixing prices is a universal law to be observed for the suc
cessful construction of socialism, for the just distribution and 
redistribution of the national income in the interests of the 
development of the productive forces and raising the level 
of the material and cultural life of the working masses. Such 
a policy is an indispensable condition for strengthening the 
alliance of the working class with the working peasantry, for 
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establishing the fairest possible economic links between to 
and countryside, and the gradual reduction of the differen ' 
betw~en the living standards of the urban population and th 
workmg peasantry. The price policy followed by the people· 
state. power has contributed to the planned and centraliz . 
creat10n of the necessary accumulation of finance. ' 

The. fixing of prices in a planned and centralized way -: 
a very important factor for the stabilization of the marke 
and the circulation . of money, for increasing the purchasin' 
power of. ~he Albanian currency, for strengthening the domi. 
nant posit10ns of the socialist elements in the economy. o · 
the other hand, this practice prevents the emergence o ; 
capitalist and revisionist elements. · 

, The policy of fi~ing rprice~ has been applied by the peo~ 
ple s state power with the aim of consciously harmonizi · 
~he ~neral. and long-term interests with individual an 
i~ediate mterests, of harmonizing the general and inde 
t:idual needs, of creating and increasing the accumulation a· 
f~nance, of continuously increasing the people's consumpl 
hon and raising the material and cultural level of the life o ·' 
the working masses. 

The correct price policy applied in Albania has contrf;; 
~mted ~nd will con~inue to contribute to the development qf,: 
mdustnal and agricultural production and to the constant: 
improvement of the living standards of the working 

Chapter three 

EVERYTHING FOR MAN 

Work i~ the foundation on which society exists; it makes 
man the master of the riches and inexhaustible forces of 
nature. 

Unemployment has been abolished in Albania 

Albanian emigrants can be found in many countries of 
the world. Before the liberation of the country, they were 
forced to leave their homes to seek a livelihood in foreign 
lands. Nearly 59 per cent of the Albanian workers were 
unemployed. Today, ,this long-standing social ~vH ~hich 
afflicts all the capitalist and revisionist countries without 
exception, has been done away with forever ~n ~lba~ia. The 
disappearance of unemployment and the reah~~t10n m ~rac
tice of the right to work result from the abolition of pnvate 
ownership of the means of production and the ~st~blis~ment 
of socia~ ownership of these means, from the hquidat~on. of 
the e:xJploiting classes and the abolition of the explo1tat10n 
of man by man. . 

The right to work is the most important social ~nd 
economic right which has been guaranteed to the Albanian 
workers with the establishment of the people's state power. 
Article 44 of the Constitution states: «In the People's Socia
list Republic of Albania cl.tizens have the right to work, 
which is guarant~ed by the state. Work is a duty and .honour 
for every able-bodied citizen. Citizens h~ve the ~1ght to 
choose and exercise their profession according to the1~ capa
city and personal inclination, and in accordance with the 
needs of society.» 
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This triumph is closely linked with the nature of the: 
~ocialis_t system itself. The working masses in Albania have: 
in. t~eir hands not only the political power, but also the 
prmc1pal means and instruments of production. 
. AH !Persons wh~ ha~e reached the minimum age envisaged/ 
by the labour leg1slat10n (15 yiears) are eligible for em-> 
ployment. Any agreement to employ a person who has not 
reached the age envisaged by the law is illegal and considered 
null and void. · 

The fabour legislation envisages a ser·ies of restrictions'· 
on the employement of juveniles in all kinds of work which 
are of a particufarly arduous nature and harmful t~ their. 
health. 

In this context, the labour legislation shows special con•· i 
~ern for women workers. It is prohibited to employ women ' 
in. h~avy _work harmful to their health, such as in the mines, ; 
dnllmg od wells, on blast furnaces, digging wells and pits of.· 
great depth, diving operations, etc. · 

_Ci!izens enjoy the right to work in their own profession,: 
SJ?ec:iah~y or th~ b:a~ch ~or which they are qualified without 
distinction or d1scnmmat10n. The state is greatly interested to 
ensu~e. tha~ people are _employe~ at tasks in which their pro- . 
duc:tiv1!y is gre~test in quanbty and quality. The '1abour ·; 
leg1slat10n also mdudes special dispositions which clearl)f : 
regulate the transfer of cadres. These regulations are aimed 
at . pre_v~nting the irrational utilization of the labour force, : 
unJusti:ffiable transfers, etc. · ! 

At the same time the labour legislation gives the mana
gement of the diMerent enterprises or organizations the right . 
~o al'locate workers to other jobs when the needs and the 
interests of productio~ require it. Such a practise is permitted 
not only when the interests of production demand it but 
also when it is c~nsidered necessary to find easier job~ for 
workers who are sick or for those who are incapab~e of doing 
certain jobs. 

The socialist system •Creates the economic conditions 
nec:essary to make the right to work a reality, something 
wh11ch does not happen in the capitalist countries. As is 
known! the Albanian socialist economy experiences neither 
the crises nor the anarchy in production which bring about 
the dose-down of factories and enterprises and the dismissal 
of_ hundreds of ~housands of workers in the capitalist coun
tries. The Albanian economy develops in conformity with a 
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plan, in a continuous and harmonious way, in conformity 
with the interests of the nation and the working masses. 
Such a development not only opens up new jobs for all able
bodied people, but a~so responds to the natural increase of 
the population. In 1980 the socialist state . sector and the 
cooperativist sector of the economy employed over 1 million 
people, or the equal number of the whole population of the 
country in 1945. 

The continuous rise in the productivity of labour which 
is based on improved equipment and organization, of course 
frees part of the labour force in certain enterprises but new 
jobs are opened up for them 1in the new projects which the 
neople's state power buflds. 
' The planning of the economy makes it possible to guaran
tee work for all able-bodied citizens in their own occupations. 
New occupations are created along with the development, 
extension and establishment of other branches of the econ
omy. While the law on the classification of workers in 
1947 envisaged 85 occupations, mostly manual, today the 
new classification tables include more than 3,000 occupations. 
During the process of extended socialist reproduction a cor
rect and harmonious proportion is established between the 
growth of the labour force and the needs of the :cono;ny 
of the entire country, whfle taking account of the mterests 
of the development of the people's economy in each separate 
region of the country. . . . . . 

The construction of socialism is also accompamed by the 
elimination of the marked inequality in development between 
different regions of the country. This is of particular i1!1por
tance for ensuring full employ~e~t of the labour f?rce ~ ~l 
regions of the country. Each district of the Peoples. Socialist 
Republic of Albania has its own state and coopeorative ~co~
omic enterprises, its own construction sites and cultural mst1-
tutions. 

The Albanian worker cannot be arbitrarily 
dismissed 

In the capitalist countries the employer has the power 
to throw the worker out on the street, while in Albania this 
is only a bitter memory. The illegal dismissal of a worker 
is considered a grave violation of the labour code. In such 
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cases, the organs dealing with labour conflicts reinstate th 
worker to his former position, and when there are partic 
la:rl}y grave violations of the Jabour code, they take disciplinar 
or penal measures appropriate to the case against the guilt 
person. 

The clear definition of cases in which the managemen: 
is entitled to dismiss a worl~er guarantees the stability 
relations of employment according to the law. Every work· 
or employee knows that h:is right to work is protected by la 
against any bureaucratic action. ' 

Under the law, the management of an enterprise · o 
organization can dismiss a worker or employee only when ti:)\ 
latter has the right to retirement, in other words, when h 
has fulfilled both conditions required by law on social insl.!i 
ranee, length of service at work and the age of retiremen: 
A worker o.r employee can also be dismissed when he prov , 
unfit to discharge the task or function assigned to hi ·· 
.especially when he lacks the requir€d professional qualific 
tions or the health, moral and political conditions. 

According to the law, dismissal on grounds of incapabili ·· 
can be carried out only when the non-realization of the obj 
tives of production or other tasks is the result of the objecti · 
incapacity of the worker in normal working conditions. Wh. 
this stems from the fact that the management of the entet 
prise has not created the normal working conditions, t!h!' 
worker cannot be dismissed. It should be mentioned th 
the dismissed worker is guaranteed another job accordi 
to his abilities. 

In many 1cases the non-fulfillment of the tasks set . 
be the result of the worker's state of health. The manag ' 
ments of enterprises very rarely dismiss workers on thes' 
grounds, and when they do so it is with great circumspectio ,,, 
In such cases, they are obliged to find the dismissed worke'. 
another job suitable to his state of health. If a worke ··. 
even though sick, fulfils the tasks assigned to him, he caro 
not be dismissed. Those working in food-handling establish 
ments, kindergartens, prophylactic establishments, etc. i 
which their illness might have consequences for the healt 
of the population, are an e:ioception to this regulation. 

Incapacity to work for health reasons can be declare 
-0nly by the competent medical organ, in conformity wit : 
the regulations laid down on this question. . 

Many functions in the activity of the various enterprises,; 
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institutions or organs require perfect moral and political puri
ty. For example, a teacher can be very highly qualified, bi~t 
he cannot educate the younger generation as he should, if 
he is not morally and politically sound, if, for instance he 

.steals, engages in mora:lly condemnable activities, etc. At 
first sight, it may seem that such conduct does not concern 
his professional activities, but in fact such a teacher cannot 
.satisfactorily fulfil the task of educating the youth and the 
organ he belongs to has the right to dismiss him. Other 
requirements of this kind have to be met for numerous 
other functions. 

In such cases, the dismissal of the worker, according to 
the Labour Code, is carried out when the latter does not 
fulfil the necessary conditions for the proper accomplishment 
of the task assigned to him. 

The managements of the different employing establish
ments or organs have the right to dismiss a worker or em
ployee tif he has been absent from work for six successive 
months. However, they have not the right to do so if the 
worker is absent intermittantly because of illness, even if 
this period is longer than six months. Another stipulation 
of the law is that the dismissal cannot be carried out if the 
worker continues to be ill, and in no way after he has 
recovered and resumed his work. Another e:ioception to this 
rule is a further concession made to mothers after child
birth. Under the law, a woman worker cannot be dismissed 
for failing to go to work until she has used her materni~y 
leave, another three months' unpaid leave, plus another six 
months stipulated by Article 65 of the Labour Code. 

It should be said that ii.n such cases, the managements 
have the right but not the obligation to dismiss the sic_k 
worker or emploY;ee. This means that t~ey ca:i ke_ep his 
job open during the whole period of his illness if t?1s does 
not hinder the normal functioning of the enterprise. The 
organs charged with adjudicating in dispu~s of this kind 
always refer to the provisions of the faw ana carefully ana
lyse whether the absence from work of the_ per~on _con~erned 
influences the functioning of the enterprise, mstitut10n or 
organ. In practice this provision is very rarely applied. 

The rigorous definiHon of the cases when the ma_nage
ment has the right to dismiss workers, excludes all arbitrary 
action in .this field and guarantees the workers' emplo~eme?t. 
On the other hand, if the management of the enterprise dis-



348 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

misses a worker according to the law, it is 
him another appropriate job. 

It is very rare in Albania for an enterprise or organi 
zation to closie its activities or make major reductions i ' 
staff. In such oases the management has the right to dis 
miss the worker on its own initiative, but it has to find hin . 
another job in the same establishment or somewhere else.'. 
The same occurs when a reorganization of the enterprise or: 
organism is carried out. In this case, the management is 
authorized to dismiss the workers whose jobs have been eli.., 
minated but it has the right to transfer them to the nevi 
enterprise or organization created as a result of the 
nisation. 

Working hours 

In Albania work is not a heavy burden as it was in the 
past. Under the anti-popular regimes the Albanian worker: 
toiled 12 hours a day and in certain enterprises, such as':. 
those of Kuc;ova and Selenica, 14 to 16 hours a day. Those 
~orking in cafes, restaurants, bakeries, etc. far from havin~l< 
fixed working hours did not have even one day off per 1 
week. ' 

After Liberation, the right to a fixed working day 
reduced hours was sanctioned by law. 

The labour legislation fixes the working day at 8 ::' 
hours and 7 hours without reduction in pay for night shift', 
work; for juvenile workers and certain categories of workers;: 
employed underground or in particularly arduous work harm- :i 
ful to the health, as well as those engaged in certain kinds ·· 
of intellectual work (education, the public health service·· 
etc.) the working day is reduced to 5 hours without reductio~ 
in pay. 

Workers ·pursuing their secondary school studies part
time in evening schools work 45 hours a week; those at
tending evening classes in higher studies work 7 hours a day i 

while those preparing to take a doctorate while continuing 1 

on their jobs work only 6 hours a day. A nursing mother 
is entitled to be absent from work for half an hour each 
three or four hours to feed her baby until it reaches the age 
of 9 months. In all these cases, despit.,. 1:ht> reduced working 
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hours, the workers receive full pay corresponding to an 
eight hour working day. 

The labour legislation of the P.S.R. of Albania envisages 
that in special cases, the workers by their own consent may 
work overtime hours, especially to meet the urgent needs 
of the enterprise or production. In order to protect the he~lth 
of the workers, the law sets a limit of 180 hours of overtime 
work per year. 

The legal sanctioning of fixed worki~g . hours is aim~d, 
on the one hand, at ensuring that the md1spensabl: social 
work is done and on the other hand, at guaranteeing the 
workers protection' at work as well as the necessary conditions 
for a more active participation in the political, cultural and 
social life. 

Paid holidays for the workers and their families 

Along with the right to work, the state guarantees the 
workers the right to rest. All workers and employees are 
entitled to days of rest on civil holidays such as the Pro
clamation of Independence (28 November, 1912), the Procla
mation of the Republic (January 11, 1946), May Day, the Day 
of the Liberation of the Homeland (November 29, 1944) and 
New Year's Day. · 

The workers are also entitled to annual leave of 12 work
ing days while juvenile workers, under 16 years of age, are 
entitled to 24 days annual leave. The workers employed on 
more than 70 different particularly hazardous jobs, such as 
miners, steel workers, tannery workers, workers in the to
bacco, oil, cement, glass, brick and printing industries, as 
well as those of the public health service working in esta
blishments for the treatment of infectious or mental diseases, 
public education, culture and science, etc. are entitled to 
longer annual holidays ranging from 6 to 36 supplementary 
days. 

The socia1l insurance law envisages aid for people who 
need to stay for longer periods in the hea1lth resorts, sanato
riums, therma:l spas, etc. Such aid is gran'ted to people suf
fer,ing from tuberculosis, mental disorders, rheumatism or 
renal diseases. 

The worker or employee is entitled to J->is full leave even 
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when he is transferred from one enterpr;ise or institution 
another. 

The Albanian workers enjoy the best of conditions to' 
spend the holidays in an active and cultured way. Our country/ 
abounds in beauty spots. Amidst some of these beautiful\. 
landscapes the state has set up sanatoriums, holiday and,; 
tourist resorts and young pioneers' camps, where the worker.s:' 
and their children can pass their holidays. ,i 

The number of such resorts, unheard of before Libera,.., 
tion, has increased from year to year. It should be pointed; 
out that the number of people enjoying these facilities has.;, 
also increased in similar proportions and other rest homesi:. 
have been built since then. i 

Each year, thousands of workers, children and retired,' 
people pass their annual holidays in the holiday hostels 1 

administered by the Trade Unions. For their stay in these:, 
places (15 or 25 days depending on the nature of their jobs)1\ 
the workers pay orrly one third of the real cos•t. The remainder : 
is covered by the state. To put this another way, the tOtal ': 
sum the worker pays for his holiday is equal to one sixth,; 
of his monthly pay (annual holidays are on full pay). ·; 

The holiday hostels in Albania are not simply rest homes, '.1 

but also centres of education and recreation where numerous); 
cultural, .si::iorting and sight-seein? activities are organized;.~ 
Health clmics attached to each holiday hostel keep the health) 
of adults and children under supervison. .: 

Chiadren may pass their !holidays in the young pioneers' ' 
camps. Besides this, under the care of the state and the mass 
organizations, the different enterprises, the agricultural coo
peratives, the schools and city quarters, daily holiday centres 
for children have been set up . in appropriate places in town. 
and countryside, where the children can have their lunch and .: 
enjoy playground facilities. · 

Hotels, villas and bungalows have been put at the disposal 
of the workers in all the health resorts of the country. AH 
workers, even the least qualified, can pass their holidays, 
alone or with their families, in these centres, which include 
the numerous hotels of the Durres beach. 

Cultural centres, houses of culture and different clubs, 
libraries, lecture-halls, cinemas, etc. are at the disposal of 1 

the workers in their leisure time. Mass participation is a ' 
distinctive feature of the workers' amateur artistic movement 
in Albania which includes all genres of art. Song festivals, 
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drama festivals, etc. are organized in al:l districts of the coun-
try and on a national scale. . . . 

The Trade Unions are particularly interested m the phy
sical education of the masses and organize mass sporting and 
physical culture activities. The Tra~e Unions have established 
tourist resorts in the most beautiful spots of the country 
which attract thousands of working people from the cities 
in al'l seasons. The right to work and paid holidays is a great 
victory which the working class has achieved thanks to the 
establishment of the people's state power. 

Labour protection 

Before Liberation there was no labour protection legisla
tion in Albania. Accidents were especially frequent and grave 
in the mines. Many workers were afflicted by tuberculosis 
or rheumatism only after a short period of employment. 

A similar situation exists today in the capitalist coun
tries. There the worker is considered a mechanism, an appen
dage to the machines, «a Uvring automaton». The sp~ed-up. and 
intensification of work transforms the workers mto slaves 
of the machines. Instead of improving the workers' working 
and living conditions the mechanization of industry has made 
them worse. 

On the contrary, in the People's Socialist Republic of 
Albania, labour protection; safeguarding the lif~ and.' h7alth 
of the workers, constitutes one of the essential prmcipl:s 
which regulates the socialist organization of labour and. is 
an integral part of the econom~c plans <;>f. the state. The prm
ciple is to improve the workmg conditions, to _prevent ~c
cidents and occupational diseases. Our state provides the dif
ferent enterprises or organizations with special funds for 
labour protection measures. All breaches of the safetY: regu
lations on the part of those who have been c.harged with the 
task of ensuring their application are punishable bY: _law. 
The right to work, the Labour Code and . other prov_isio~s, 
make it the duty of management to organize production m 
such a way as to avoid damage to the health o~ the v.:orkers. 

The rapid industrialization of the country is earned out 
according to up-to-date scientific methods and technol?gy, 
and consequently, all the factories, installations, est_abhsh
ments and other projects already constructed or m the 
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cou~se of construction are provided with all the necessa 
equipment . for safety at work and labour protection. 
regards accidents at work, the situation in Albania is mu, 
better than that of many other countries of Europe, a 
than~s to the measures taken, occupational diseases do n 
constitute any problem. 

Regardl~ss of this _progress, with the aim of guaranteei ' 
the arppropn~te technical and hygienic conditions, the L 
bour Code ~tipulates the following provisions: 

~nterpr_ises cannot build, bring into service, or alter the 
premises without the authorization of the State Health I · 
spectorate, the Labour Inspectorate and the Trade Unions. : 

The _Production, sale and commissioning of new machiner; 
a~d eqmpment . are not autho~ized if they are not provid . 
with safety devices, do not satisfy the requirements of safe 
at work or are hazardous to the health of the workers. · 

The managements of enterprises are obliged to take me·· 
sures :o crea•te good technical and hygienic conditions in the 
establishments. Thus, they have to take care to elimina · 
dust and toxic gases, to instal an appropriate ventilatio 
system and to ensure normal temperature and lighting. 

. . Tens of thousands of workers engaged in particularf 
<lifficult processes, harmful to their health and causing hea 
wear and tear of cl?thing, :e:eive free working clothes a~ 
~oap. Thus, W?rkers i~ the 011 mdustry and the mines, receiv· 
issues of special _clot~mg two or three times a year. ·: 

Those workmg m an atmosphere polluted by harmful 
gases. or. vapours . receive half a litre of milk daily. Thos~ 
workmg m very high temperatures are provided with aerate •. 
water containing salt. . 

. State organs with wide powers to inspect health and' 
hygiene and safety conditions on the job have been set u 
to ensure that the provisions on labour protection, safety· 
at work and the health and hygiene regulations are applied: 
On. the other hand, the workers themselves, the mass organi · 
zahons and the trade. unions in particular, have the righ · 
and the duty _to exercis~ control over the application of the. 
labour pro~ect10~ regulat10~s and to demand that the persons;. 
charged with this task, strictly adhere to the standards laid: 
&~. ~ 

. The pro~ec~ion of Labour in the People's Socialist Repub-.:, 
1ic of Albama is characterized by a series of measures taken ' 
to make work as light as possible and with the least danger. 
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for the workers. The most important means used to achieve 
this objective are the mechanization and automation of 
production. · 

Remuneration according to work done 

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania the princi
ple of equal pay for equal work is fully applied for all 
workers without distinction. This principle is embodied in 
Article 30 of the Constitution of the Republic: ... Jn the 
People's Socialist Republic of Albania the socialist principle 
'from each according to his ability, to each according to his 
work' is implemented ... 

The effect of the correct application of the principle of 
remuneration in proportion to the quality and quantity of 
work done is to interest the workers in increasing production 
and improving its quality, in increasing the productivity of 
labour and reducing its cost, which are the determining 
factors for the continuous rise in the standard of living of 
the working masses. 

The law of remuneration according to work done is 
applied mainly through the pay system, In Albania wages 
and salaries are the monetary expression of the part of the 
social product distributed to the workers and employees by 
the state, in conformity with the law of remuneration ac
cording to the quantity and quality of work done, for the 
satisfaction of their material and cultural needs. 

In conformity with the requirements of the fundamental 
economic law of socialism and the law of distribution accord
ing to the quantity and quality of work done, the Albanian 
state determines the total wages fund and the different pay 
levels of all categories of workers in the different branches 
of the economy, in a planned way. The size of this fund 
for each given period depends on the level achieved in the 
development of the productive forces and the productivity 
of social labour. With the increase of the productivity of 
labour, both the part of total production destined for the 
e~pansion of production and the part destined for consumpt
ion increase. Thus the level of pay goes up in the same 
measure as the productivity of labour rises. The increase in 
the productivity of labour must always be greater than the 
rise in pay. This is the only way to achieve an mcrease 

23 - 117 A 
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in production sufficient to ensure the systematie increa . 
of that part of sociai produCtion allocated to the satisfacti · 
of the needs of the working masses. ·. 

The pay system has been built in such a way as t 
correspond as exactly as possible to the quantity and qualit. 
of the work done by each worker. The method of calculatin' 
the pay of workers and employees for the different kinds ' 
work is left to the competence of the government, whic 
takes account not only of the quantity and quality of th' 
work done, but also of the kind, the category and t .·· 
degree of difficulty of each job, as well as of the lev · 
of qualification it calls for. The level of qualification an· 
education of the workers, their active contribution to raisin· 
the productivity of labour and their participation in increasi 
production are likewise taken iinto account in elabora·ting th 
pay system. 

The labour legislation envisages special treatment fo 
juveniles under 16 years of age. Besides the pay they ear' 
for the work they do, they are entitled to a supplemen 
equivalent to two working hours. '>' 

When the worker or the employee is detached from h' 
place of work for any justifiable reason for a given period 
he continues to be paid by the enterprise or organizatio .' 
in which he is normally employed. This right is invoke 
when he takes part in the meetings of the People's Assembly;. 
or the people's council as a representative of the people;,), 
when h~ exercises the function of an assistant judge, when'·. 
he is called as a witness or expert by a law court or by the~ 
organs of justice and when he is a delegate to a congress," 
conference or plenum. In case the worker or the employee, 
is left without work as a result of the interruption of pro.,': 
duction, of which he is not the cause, the enterprise, institu-: 
tion or organization that employs him, is obliged to pay him' 
half the usual pay if it does not find him another job aci,:,: 
cording to the provisions in force. 

Those sent on service away from their normal places of 
residence have the right to be reimbursed for this travel · 
expenditure. They also receive another daily allowance to 
cover board lodging and other costs. In case a worker is 
unjustly left without· employment as a result of a breach of 
contract on the part of the enterprise or organization to· ' 
which he is attached, he is entitled to remuneration which 
must not exceed his normal monthly pay. 

EVERYTHING FOR MAN 355 

The salary, remuneration or any other form of allowance 
which the worker or the employee receives from the enter
prise or organization where he is employed is the fruit of the 
work he has done to accomplish the task to which he has been 
assigned and is not subject. to any deductions. 

The aim of the labour legislation of the P.S.R. of Albania, 
through the standards which it prescribes setting the payscale 
for the worker or the employee, is to effectively, guarantee 
the just remuneration of all workers on the one hand, and, 
on the other hand, to combat in an organized way the petty
bourgeois tendencies to take the maximum from society and 
contribute the minimum, to combat laziness, hankering after 
an easy life, and all kinds of formalism and official rigidity 
in social. relations, which hinder the progress of society. 

In recent years, many urban and rural enterprises have 
applied collective production norms. This form represents a 
more advanced stage in the socialist organization of work, 
because it develops the collective spirit, enhances the role 
of the masses in the solution of the organizational, technical 
and economic problems of production and contributes to the 
revolutionization of the consciousness of the workers, etc. 
This form of remuneration favours closer cooperation among 
the workers, links the individual interest more correctly with 
the collective interest. 

All workers are interested in the growth of production 
on both the, enterprise and the national scale. To the extent 
that the social wealth increases, the well-being of the working 
people improves through higher pay and lower prices. 

For a more correct ratio between high and 
average salaries 

The establishment of a correct ratio between the salaries 
of the working people, without absolutely levelling them, 
is of great importance and a condition for the establishment 
of correct relations between the workers and the leading 
cadres. Great inequalities in pay cut the leading cadres and 
the intelligentsia off from the masses, encourage office work 
and foster contempt for work in production, revive tendencies 
to seek personal ease, to put personal interests above the 
general interest, and create a favourable terrain for hour-
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geois and revi~ionist degeneration. That is why the pay system' 
has be~n reviewed, completed , and improved six times in 
the per10d 1947-1967. Consequently a system which exists in • 
no other country. without great differentials between high ' 
and average salaries has been established in Albania. , 

How:ever, until recent years certain anomalies which ; 
were mainly the result of historical circumstances still remai- . 
ned in this field. ' · 

In order to eliminate these anomalies, a series of measures;:, 
have been ta~en to i~prove the ratio between salaries, by 
f~rther reduc.ing th~ differences between high and low sala- · 
ries ai;id by improving the socialist relations of distribution. 
To t~is e~d, the . ro'.ld of reducing the salaries of the top ::, 
funct10nanes, begmmng from the leaders of the Party and .~ 
the state was adopted. At the same time the low salaries · 
for cert:ain categorie~ of workers and th~ lowest pensions • 
were raised, the maximum level of pensions was set, etc. 

The new p~y system wh.ich came into force in September 
1, 1967, was relieved of certain excesses in incentive payments. · 
The funds saved by .the_ eliminat~on of incentive payments L 
were coi:ipletely redistributed with 1he aim of adjusting 
the salaries of wor~ers of certain branches of the economy 
a_nd generally speaking, of those branches in which the incen
tive ~ayments ~ere el~minated. Along with these measures 
reducmg pay differentials and the abolition of taxes the 
d_iffe_rences in pay according to the various degress of quali
f1c~ t10n and categori7s of work were also reduced, the pay 
ratio between the different categories of workers was im
p7oved and the wages at the lower end of the payscales in ' 
d1fferent branches of the economy were raised. As a result 
of these measures, the lower wages in Albania were increased 
8. per cent, while in certain branches of the economy, this 
figure. was 20 per cent. Thus the ratio between the lowest 
and highest pay ranged from 1: 2.5 to 1 :3. The ratio between 
the. wages of workers of the former and the latter categories 
v~ned for workers of different branches from 1 :1.55. Like
w1se, .the riatio between the pay of the workers and that of the 
techmcal and engineering staff vru-ied, in different branches of 
the economy, from 1 : 1. 7 and in some cases from 1 : 1.86. 

. The pay ~ystem in Albania is a powerful factor whicli 
stimulates social production and increases productivity of 
lab?ur, which enco~rages the workers to constantly raise 
their level of techmcal-professional qualification. 
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In elaborating and applying the pay system in Albania, 
the close connections between the political, economic, tech
nical, organizational and social factors which impel and 
directly influence the planned distribution, the organization 
of work, its productive potential, the development of the 
productive forces, as well as the orientations on raising the 
well-being of the people and the extent to which this is 
affected, have always been taken into consideration. This 
system is founded on the Marxist-Leninist principles and 
responds to the requirements of the objective economic law 
of distribution according to work done. 

The people's state power does not proceed from egali
tarian tendencies in dealing with the problem of the liquida
tion of anomalies in the pay system. In the first place the 
different rates of pay permit an acceptable differentiation 
between the pay for an arduous job and that for an easy 
job. Likewise, work in difficult conditions, (underground, in 
wet places or high-temperatures, etc.) is better paid than work 
in more or less normal conditions. Particular care is taken 
to have a fair differentiation in pay for work of greater 
responsibility and requiring a higher level of qualification. 
Thus a job which calls for a higher level of qualification, 
which is particularly complex, entails great responsibility ana 
demands a great concentration of the intellectual capacities, 
is better paid than _a simple job requiring lower qualifications. 
At the same time, in drawing up and applying the salary 
scales, the practice has been followed that, in general, jobs 
in the most important branches and sectors of the national 
economy are better paid than those in the other sectors and 
branches of the economy. Parallel with this, the pay system 
in Albania is guided by the principle that the raising of 
the well-being of each member of the socialist society is the 
result of the rise in the genera~ well-being and is totally 
dependent on it. 

So, without falling into the equalization of salaries, great 
differences were eliminated and the socialist law of remu
neration according to work done is applied. 

The real wages of the workers in the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania have been increasing as a result of the 
successive reductions of prices, the abolition of taxes, the 
liquidation of unemployment, ;etc. So if we take the index 
of average wages as 100 in 1950, in 1969 it had mounted 
to 163. Today it is much higher. 
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. Wages and allowances do not constitute the only source' 
of mcome for the w<?rkers. The state ensures them otherj 
:idvantages thr~ugh . different channels, for example sociaf 
u~surance benefits, bursaries, paid holidays, educational ser
vices and the health service, all of which function free of 
charge to their advantage. ' 

These benefits represent an effective addition to their~ 
wages of nearly one third. ·•· 

, ~o end this chapter, let us remind the reader of the;! 
decisi?r: of the Central Committee of the PLA and the Council'. 
of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania, published on April 
1, 1976. «On the reduction of high salaries, on some improve
ments ~n the pay system of working people and the further 
nar;owing of differenc.es between town and countryside», · 
which we mentioned m the chapter concerning agriculture'' 
and the cooperativist peasantry. 

In the space of about one decade, from September 1, 1967, 
the _day when the n~w pay system came ~nto. force, up till.,. 
April 1, 19?'6, ~lbama has. realized deep-going revolutionary . 
transform.ahons m every field of life. Taking account of the• 
fact that _m the pre.se:it stage of the struggle for the complete 
c~m~tru:tion of so.ci~hsm the perfecting and constant revolu
~iomzation of socialist relations of distribution are of great 
importance, the Party, without ever deviating from the cor- 1 

:ect Marxist-Leninist revolutionary concept of the role and , 
importance of these relations, has followed the line of the v 

gradual narrowing of differences between the levels of income 
and the ways of life of •the working class and cooperativist 
peasantry and among the different categories within each of 
the~e classes, V:hile simultaneously waging a ceaseless fight 
a%amst tendencies to petty-bourgeois equalitarianism in this 
field. 

To further develop this correct Marxist-'Leninist line and 
in conformity with the directives of the 6th Congre~s of 
the PLA and the teachings of Comrade Enver H 0xha as 
well as supporting and approving the revolutionary initiatives 
of the working people for the improvement of the system of ·· 
pay and remuneration for work done, to further narrow the 
differences between mental and physical labour and between 
town and countryside according to the conditions and pos
sibilities which the socialist development of the people's 
economy has created, the Central Committee of the PLA and 
the Council of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania took the 
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historic decision, the essential prov1s10ns of which follow: 
1. « ... to reduce the high _salaries of leading cadres, the 

intelligentsia, and cadres of the armed forces, in excess of 
900 leks per month, without affecting low and medium wages, 
e:x:cept in certain cases, in order to preserve the necessary 
proportions. The reductions of high salaries will be from 4 to 
25 per cent of the present salaries .. ,» 

2. .. ... to reduce the salaries of teaching staff and scien
tific workers ·of the higher schools and scientific research 
institutions from 14 to 22 per cent, to reduce the bonuses 
for scientific titles and degrees up to 50 per cent and the 
bonuses for creative literary, artistic and scientific works 30-
50 per cent and in certain branches of the economy to· abolish 
a number 

1
of bonuses and other extra payments which are 

unjustifiable in the present conditfons ... » . 
3. ·«To raise the wages of the workers of agriculture 

and fruit-g:rowing on the state farms, by linking the rewards 
for their work with realization of the targets of the produc-
tion plan.» . . . 

4. '«To achieve an even better appreciation of the Jobs 
where material blessings are produced, so that people w~rk 
and live wherever the interests of the Homeland require 
and to combat any manifestation of careerism and bureau
cracy, the salaries of specialists working in the same econo
mic branch will be unified, irrespective of the category 
of the district or enterprise where they work. Likewise, .th:se 
measures are aimed at unifying the salaries of specialists 
working in production with those of specialists in the admi
nistration of enterprises and cooperatives of the same econo
mic branch or the apparatus of the executive committees 
of the· district people's councils. 

·~For the purpose of improving the ratio between the 
salaries of higher and middle specialists wit~ those o~ the 
most highly qualified workers with long working. e;xpenence, 
beginning from April 1, 1976, the young sp.ecrnhsts, after 
graduating from the higher schools, for the first •two years 
at work will receive a salary clos·e to that of the workers 
with the highest level of qualification in the s~me br~nch, 
while the young specialists trained in the vocational mid~le 
schools and appointed as staff officials will, as a rule, receive 
a salary one grade lower down the scale. 

5. ..To further stimulate the interest of the workers and 
specialists of enterprises, executive committees of the district 
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people's councils, ministries and other central ins.Ututions, i 
raising their ideo-political, cultural and technical-professiona 
level, a system of determining the level of qualification o · 
the workers and specialists through cultural-professional cer 
tification will be applied. 

~·This system is designed to respond to the vital necessit · 
that the working class must not only produce material goo · 
ever more abundantly and of better quality, but first an 
foremost, as the class in power it must ceaselessily raise i · 
level of qualification, so that under the leadership of th 
Pru:ty, i.t will play its role more actively in running th. 
e_nhr.e life of the country. The cultural-professional certH 
ficat10n should also help to bring about that · the worker ' 
and specialists respond better to rthe tasks incumbent o · 
them for the development and deepening of the technical 
and scientific revolution, by applying science and technology 
more extensively in production and placing the organization\ 
and management of the people's economy on a sounder scien~ 
tific basis». > 

6. «T? improve the implementation of the principle of' 
remunerat10n according to quantity and quality of the workl< 
done, as well as the socialist organization of the work changes 
will be effected in the classification of work proc~sses and 
jobs and the practice of payment on the basis of the categor~ 
of 1the job will be extended.» 1 

7. «To further improve the proportions between the ' 
wage~ o~ workers in different branches of the economy, : 
certam disproportions which have been observed in the 
wages of workers in the fishing industry and those of 
maritime transport will be adjusted.» 

a. «Parallel with the changes and improvements in the 
system of wages and remuneration, the Central Committee 
and the Council of Ministers recommend that high retire
ment, invalidity and long-service pensions for militarymen, 
should be reduced proportionately with the reduction of 
high salaries. 

«Thus fairer proportions will be established between the 
remuneration of the working people employed in production 
and other social activities, on the one hand, and old age 
or other pensions which the working people enjoy, on the 
other hand. This is also . aimed at narrowing differences in 
incomes between various ca1tegories of pensioners. 

9. «It is recommended to the agricultural cooperatives 
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that they, too, should apply the above measures in the field 
of the organization and remuneration of work.» 

In the final part of this decision, the Central Com
mittee of the Party of Labour of Albania and the Council 
of Ministers of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
express their full conviction that the measures adopted 
«express the desires, will, and interests of th; v:orki~g cla~s, 
the coopera•tivist peasantry, and the p~opl: s mtelhg~ntsia. 
These measures,» says the document, «Will give a new imp~l
se to the revolutionization of the life of our country and will 
become a fresh source of inspiration to achieve further, even 
greater victories in all fields of socialist construction.» 

Thus, in our country today, the rntio between the average 
pay of the workers of a given branch, an~ the salary of a 
director of an enterprise is 1 : 1.7; the ratio between the 
average pay of the workers in general and the salary of a 
director of a ministry is 1 : 2; the ratio between the lowest 
and 'the highest wages of the workers in a given branch, 
is about 1.5 : 1.65, etc. . 

«Zeri i popullit ... , in its editorial of April 2, 1976 entitled, 
.. A new victory of the policy of the Party of Labour of 
Albania for raising the general well-being of the people», 
stresses the great political, ideological .and soc.ia~ importance 
of this decision: «The classics of Marxism-•Lenm1sm teach us 
that the distribution of the product in so;ialism ~houl~. be 
based on the principles, 'from each according to his ability, 
to each according to his work', and 'equal pay for eq~al 
work'. However, they have also pointed out that the dif
ferences in pay should .be as small as possible, s? that the 
Pay of an officiai as ·Lenin said, 'shouil.d not be higher than 

' , h . t the average pay of a good worker! . . . T us, m our coun ry 
the ratio between the average pay of the workers and the 
higher salaries of officials at the moment is 1 : 2.5. The ne~ 
decision of the Central Committee of the PLA and the. Council 
of Ministers of the P.S.R. of Albania brings this. r~tlo ~own 
to 1 : 2 ... Our course,.. says «Zeri i popu~lit ... , «It is diame
trically opposed to that of the revisionists. At the 25th 
Congress of the Soviet revisionist party they openly de~la
red that their policy in the field of incomes and consu1;1phon, 
is based as in the past, on the principle th~t the ~am way 
to increase revenues is to increase salaries, m the. fi_rst place 
to increase 1the salaries of leading cadres and specialists, who 
have already degenerated into bourgeois of the new type. 
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In the revisionist countries, where savage oppression ari 
exploitation reign and where the class polarization is becom 
ing more and more marked, those of the revisionist cast · 
through their salaries and legal bonuses alone, secure inc . 
mes 20 and more :times greater than those of the worker 
without counting what they get by other speculative m · 
thods. . . The measures which the decisions envisage are · 
expression of the superiority of our socialist economic an·. 
soc'ial system and of the rapid and continuous progiress 
our planned economy .... 

«Zeri i popullit .. then goes on to quote figures to sho . 
the rise in the well-being of the people in the P.S.R. , 
Albania: «What a great contrast between the situation o 
the working people in our country and that of :the worker 
in the capitaHst and revisionist countries, where unemplo~ 
ment !is hanging over their heads like the sword of Da 
mocles! In ·these countries today, there are about 20 millio' 
such people, deprived of the necessary means of livelihood. 
But this is not all. An unbridled and unprecedented ihflatiorj] 
is rampaging throughout the entire capitalist-revisionis. 
wodd. The prices of consumer goods had increased last yea , 
(1975) as compared with 1970, as follows: In the USA 14. 
per cent, Britain 190.5 per cent, Italy 171,4 per cent, Greec 
182.5 per cent, and Yugoslavia 252.1 per cent. A simila , 
situation prevails d.n ithe other revisionist countries. Let '1 

take as an exam'()le Poland, where large-scale strikes ari(fi 
d~mop.strations by the workers erupted in July 1975 agains( 
the rise in prices of consumer goods. . 

·«'I'he gloomy picture of the reality of the 'consumer. 
society' ... , continues «Zeri i popullit ... , «becomes s•till more com-:. 
plete if account is taken of the fact that in rf:hose countries, 6()1 

per cent of the family income goes to pay house rent, rate$' 
and taxes, the consumption of electric power, insurance, 
medical expenses and other things of this nature. The work-1 
ing people of our country are the first in the world who pay 
no taxes or levies. :A working man's income for 1-2 days: 
work is sufficient to pay his house rent for one month. The: 
charges for drinking water, light and other services of this' 
category are extremely modest if not merely symbolic. Thus' 
the workriing p€ople of our country have almost all their income · 
aV'ailable to fulfill their needs for food, clothing and household .. ~ 
equipment at stable or downward-mov,ing prices. This is why . 
the standard of living in our country is rising steadily .... 

Chapter Four 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

In the Albania of the past, there was no. greater misfor
tune for a worker than to lose his ability to w?rk becau~e 
of advanced age or sickness. He :i:iay h~ve ·~01led all hls 
life and created ·the most valuable thmgs with his ?wn. hands, 
but he was condemned to pass his last years m ~overty 
and suffering. He became a heavy burden even for his own 
family. . · E 

Before Liberation, Albania was the only country m .urope 
without any system of social insurance. In case of illi;ess 
or accident at work, far from receiving any co~pensatI~m. 
the worker had to pay all the costs of treatment m hospital 
or any other health establishment out of his own pocket. 
His family was left without any ~ss!stance·. Regard~ess of 
his years of service, the worker received not :the shghtest 
compensation when he was old or no long:r fit ;o work .. 

A social insurance system was established m. Albania 
immediately after the Liberation of the country. This ~ystem 
developed along with the development and strengthening of 
the national economy and today constitute~ one .of ~he world's 
most complete and diversified s:ystems ti; t.h1s field. 

The social insurance system m Albania is based on the 
nrinciples of socialist humanism and it contributes. to the de
;_,elopment of the productive activity of the working people. 

All working people are ensured 

The state social insurance system of t~e Pe~ple's Socia
list Republic of Albania is explicitly sanct10ned m the Con· 
stitution and its application is compulsory to all wage and 
salary e~rners without exception or limitation, regardless of 
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the branch of the economy or sector in which they wor 
whether their jobs are of a permanent or seasonal natu 
and regardless of the method of paying them or the fo 
of the payment they receive. 

The worker has the right to bern:!fit from social insuran 
as soon as he has a job. · 

This right cannot be denied to the worker or employ ' 
for any reason while he is working and it is retained ~ 
a certain period even after his employment has ended. 

The insured person who has stopped work to atte 
school, a qualification course or a higher education insti 
tion retains all his rights to insurance benefits during t · 
whole period of his studies as well as for a certain peri ' 
after he has completed his military service or his studi . 

The law on state social insurance of the People's Soci 
list Republic of Albania envisages the payment of vario · 
indemnities not only to the insu!'ed person himself, but · ' 
to the members of his family, who are also entitled to 
allowance in case of death of the family's breadwinner. A 
cording to this disposition those who are entitled to th 
allowance are the children, the grandchildren, the broth ···, 
and 8isters, the spouse, the parents, or adoptive parents, t · 
grandparents, ithe father-in-1aw and the mother-in-law (join . 
by a new marriage of the father or mother), the childr , 
from a first marriage or those from the second one. , 

Retired persons and their families are also entitled :. 
soeial insurance benefits, irrespective of the pension th 
receive. 

The working people benefit from the social. 
insurance without paying any premiums 

The Albanian workers have no financial obligation as r. 
gards social insurance; no deductions are made from the. 
incomes and they pay no kind of contributions towards th 
retirement pensions. The pensions the insured persons · 
nefit from are drawn from the social insurance fund. In t 
terms of law No. 4171 of September 13, 1966, which 
still in force, the social insurance fund is built up from t 
contribution paid by the state and social enterprises, ins( 
tutians and organizations as well as from the state budge; 
If the fund created is inadequate, then, under Article 3 · 
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the law, the state defrays the cost of social insurance benefits. 
Thus, the fights of the insured persons are fully gu~ranteed. 

Each year the expenditure on social insurance i~creases 
by 10 per cent. This is the r·esult not only of the m?rease 
of the number of insured persons and the constant nse of 
their salaries, but also of the increases in allowances and 
pensions as well as of the intensification and extension of pre
ventive measures taken for the protection of the people's health, 
the extensd.on of the network of holiday homes for workers 
:md young pioneers, health vesorts and other such centres. 

Social security funds increased 43 times in 1979 as against 
1945 while the number of retired persons has increased 108 
times. 

The benefits available to workers 
under social ensurance 

1Socia1 insurance in Albania constitutes alll important fac
tor for raising the material and cultural well-being of the 
people of town and countryside as well as for the protection 
of their health. The law on the social insurance reflects the 
great concern of the, people's state power to create for the 
working people the necessary conditions for the most pros
perous and cultivated existence possible. 

The social insurance system is distinguished by its many 
forms of insurance, allowances, pensions and various servi
ces to the benefit of the insured and their families. Under 
Article 2 of the legislation, besides the free medical service 
which is guaranteed to all citizens of the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania, the insured is entitled to: 

a) allowances for temporary incapacity to work, in cases 
of illness, quarantine accident, materni~y or childbirt~ leave; 

b) aid in the form of treatment m the sanatormms or 
prophylactic establishments, special ?Lre in ~he h~alth r~s
orts or spas, and in the form of diets provided. m special 
restaurants; holidays for the insured person himself and 
children in the holiday hostels and camps, help for the deve· 
lopment of physical culture and tourism, as well a~ allowances 
for occupational retraining for the partially disabled, for 
childbirth and funeral expenses. 

c) retirement pensions, pensions for invalidi~y, long 
service and special services, as well as family pensions. 



366 PORTRAIT OF' ALBANlA 

The allowances paid by . the social insurance take 
acco:int the ~verage monthly pay of the insured pernon o· 
a. ~!Ven period, .length of service at work, the degree 
difficulty of the Job, age and sex. More favourable conditi 
are envisaged for miners who work underground, for th'.' 
employed in specially arduous jobs, for working wo ' 
during their maternity leave, for juveniles under 20 y · 
of age, for those who have taken part in the National Libe 
tion War or have played a role in the National Renaissance ·· 

' 

Social security is managed by the working 
people themselves 

The state social insurance in Albania has a thoroug 
democratic character which is a reflection of the extent 
which it is managed by the workers themselves. 

The management of social insurance by the masses . 
reflected in three principal aspects: · 

First of all in the fact that it is under the control 
the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat led by t 
Party of Labour, for which the supreme law is the fulfilme. 
of the eve:r growing material and cultural needs of the wq, 
king people. On the other hand, the workers themselv 1 

have the right to make criticisms and suggestions, to pres ' 
claims and complaints. Whenever they consider that the' 
rights are infringed, they can appeal directly to the orga · 
of social insurance or to the organs which uphold the la 
These organs are obliged to carefully examine all the co~ 
plaints of the workers, to gather all the relevan1i info ' 
tion, and reply .to their appeals within a prescribed peri 
Third, the trade unions and the other mass organizatio 
led by the Party of Labour, have the full right to take p 
actively in drafting the provisions of the law and other judid · 
provisions, and checking up on their application, as we 
as in the activity of the state organs of social insurance; the 
make criticisms and suggestions to improve the services 
the benefit of the insured, and if necessary, intervene throug 
administrative or judicial channels to put right any violatio · 
of the law to the detriment of the insured. · 

Thus, the thoroughly democratic and humanitarian cha 
racter of the social insurance is preserved in the field o . 

SOCIAL SECURI'i'Y 

administration too, and the power of the workers and the trade 
unions to control and protect their rights is increased. 

Allowances for temporary incapacity to work 

In ~se of illness or accident causing a temporary inter
ruption of the wo:rk of the insured, apart fr~m free 
medical treatment, the social insurance. gu~~antees this person 
the necessary means of subsistence. Disability all~wanc~s are 
fixed on the basis of the average dai~y ~a.y received m the 
month preceding the occurrence o~ disab~1ty and le~gth of 
service at work. The entire working period of the msured 
person, regardless of the temporary .inten:upti~ns that may 
have occurred, is taken into account m calculatmg length ~f 
service. This period of service concretely reflects .the contri
bution of each person to the socialist construction of the 
country. 

Those who have been less than 10 years at work ~re 
paid at a rate equal to 70 per cent of their. av~~age da~y 
pay in the last month preceding their disability, ~hile 
the rat·e for those with more than 10 years at work is 85 

per cent. d h h 1 s 
Miners working full-time undergroun , . V'! o ave ·es 

than 5 years of service, get ~~ per c7nt of their ave~age pay 
in cases of temporary d~sabihtY: wh11e for those ~1th more 
than 5 yeaJ:s of service, the rate 1s 95 iPer cent of their normal, 

· pay. When the itemporary disability is caus~d ~~ an accide~t 
at work or an occupational disease, the disability all?wance 
goes up to 95 per cent of the average pay of the msured 
person and 100 per cent for 1:1ndergro1:1D:d m~ners, regardless 
of their 1ength of service. Invahds ar~ d~vided i;nto four g~oups 
on the basis of the deg:ree of their mcapac1ty. J'.or m:va
lids of the thiird and fourth groups whose incapacit:y a~1~es 
from service in the National Liberation War, the disability 
allowance is 95 per cent of their average pay, regardless of 
their length of service at work. . . 

Allowances in cases of illness or acc1~ent. ~re paid from 
the first day of the occurrenc~ of t~e disab.ihty up to . th: 
day of complete recovery or until the. msured is ~i-eclared per 
manently incapacitated, when he receives a pension. ~ayment 
of social insurnnce benefits is granted on presentation of a 
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medical certificate issued by doctors or state health instit 
tions. When temporary wor.k incapacity exceeds 6 months · 
a year or J months for invalids, the worker must be examin 
by an expa-t medical commission (KEMP), which has 
nght to extend the period of incapacity until it estimates th 
t~e insured will have recovered his capacity to work. In ca$' 
of pe~anent disability, it determines the degree of loss · 
capacity to work and the invalidity group. Thus, the work• 
has complete insurance ·cover in case of illness from beginni 
to end of his illness. · 

Social insurance payments are made even when t; 
in.sured pe1:son is hospitalized, regardless of the fact that h 
receives his treatment and food free of charge. ··· 

The ~ocial i?surance law protects and helps workin 
mothers m particular. Maternity leave is paid at the rat 
?f 80 p7r cent of. their pay in the month preceding t :' 
interruption of their work. Normal maternity leave exten 
?Ver 24 weeks, 35 days before the birth and 135 days af " 
it. If, at the end of the leave, the doctors COQlsider that th 
moth~r needs a longer perfod to recover her capacity to wor .. • 
they issue a medical certificate on the basis of which sh 
receives an allowance from the social insurance for a furth ' 
period .. T~e moth~r. who has a sick child, on the presentatio · 
of a .medic.ccl certificate, has the ~ight to stay at home for 1 , 

~rta~n period to ~ke care of her child. During this period sh· 
lS paid by the social insurance. 

Mothers who do not work themselves, but whose hus'"'. 
baz:ds .are insured, receive from the social insurance, through~ 
the.ir msured husbands, an allowance for the layette and 
other expendi tur·e. ' 

Mothers of big familiies receive an allowance for child·: 
birth and a. monthly allowance. These rights apply equally: 
to mothers m the countryside. ·~ 

. Thus, the .working people in the People's Soci~list Repu·. 
bhc of Albama have their future secured, they have no· •• 
worries about their livelihood in case of illness or aecident. ' 

The system of pensions 

Longevity is one of the greatest aspirations of man. 
After a lifetime devoted to labour, to long years of fruit- · 

fu[ activity, time comes when a man has the right to be 
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respected for his age. When the younger generation bows 
respectfully to his white hair, this is in honour of the contri
bution he has made to society and the vast experience he 
has acquired. 

In the Albania of the past, far from being a privilege, 
old age was a misfortune, as it is today in many capitalist 
countries. The feudal-bourgeois regime consridered man a 
source of profit until he gave way under the burden of his 
years and then it threw him out in the street after having 
squeezed him dry. The worker had no help in the way of 
a pension in the !ast years of his life. So, in that epoch, old 
age was regarded with trepidation. · 

The people's state power in Albania has set up a complete 
system of pensions very advantageous to the workers, which 
guarantees retirement pensions,· !nvalidity pensions and family 
pensions to those entitled to them. The system of pensions 
demonstrates the great concern of the people's state power 
for man· and his work, as well as its high regard of the 
worth and dignity of man. 

The pensions system includes: 
- retirement pensions; 
- invalidity pensions; 
- family pensions; 
- pensions for meritorious services; 
- pensions for mHitarymen in permanent active service. 
The pensions system covers everyone eligible for the 

state social insurance, as well as invalids from the National 
Liberation War and the families of the martyrs of this war; 
militarymen in permanent service, people charged with 
special missions by the state organs or social organizations, 
or who have done their duty for the protection of the socialist 
order. the saving of human life, the protection o.f socialist 
property or any other contribution to the construction of 
socialism in the country, and students who have become 
invalids in the course of their studies. 

Retirement pensions 

Under the law, workers or employees who have attained 
the specified age and completed the prescribed period of 
employment, both of these conditiohs varying with the cate-

'.l4 - 117 A 
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gory of employment of the given person, are entitled 
a retirement pension. In this respect, the different kin 
of work are divided into three categories: 

The first category includes workers employed in t 
mines (underground workers), in aviation, divers, foun 
workers, radiologists and other workers engaged in partic 
larly arduous jobs. Workers of this category are eligible f · 
a retirement :r:>ension when they reach 50 years of a·· 
(45 years for women) and after a working life of 20 yea 
(15 years for women). 

The second categor:y includes mine workers employ 
on the surface, workers in the oil industry, in the cemen, 
ceramics, glass and irubber industri·es as well as those engag 
in education and numerous other professions. 

The workers of this category are entitled to a retir~ 
ment pension when they have completed 55 years of a · 
and 25 year:s of service for men, and 50 years of age and 2 
years of service for women. • 

The third category comprises all the remaining worker' 
They are entitled to a retirement pension when they hav 
comp1eted 60 years of age and 25 years of service at work f 
men and 55 years of age and 20 years of service for wome 

Women who have raised 6 or mol'e children to 8 years q, 
age enjoy more favourable conditions. They are entitled to ·· 
retirement pension at 50 years of age after 15 years of wor . 

The blind, deafmutes, and all those who have fulfilleq', 
the conditions of the 1st and 2nd invalidity groups before# 
being employed; are entitled to a retirement pension a., 
50 years of ag·e after 14 years of work for men, and at 40 
years of age after 10 years of work for women. , 

The retirement pension is fixed at 70 per cent of th¢; 
average monthly pay of the insured person. The i:11sured. 
person may have his average pay cal~ufated on his la~tJ 
working year or on any three successive years from h1. 
last ten years at work. ' 

The !retirement pension cannot be lower than 350 leks• 
or higher than 700 leks a month. . 

In fixing this pension, employment over the entire period 
since November 28, 1912 is taken into account, regardles~ of 
the fact that the given person was not insured ibe~or~ L1be-: 
ration. Time spent in political exile, in prison or m mtern-
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ment for patriotic activity is also counted. The period of tli~ 
National Liberation War counts double for those who foughl 
in the partisan units or worked in the organs of the people's 
power, who acted in the liberated zones or in the occupied 
cities. 

Invalidity pensions 

Invalidity pensions are granted to all those who partial
ly or totally lose their capacity to work. 

Invalids are divided into four groups according to the 
degree of their incapacity to work. 

The first two groups comprise persons who are totally 
incapacitated for any kind of work; the other two comprise 
those capable of doing relatively light work under the condi
tions laid down lby a competent medical commission. 

Invalidity pensions are granted regardless of length of 
service at work if the invalidity has its origin in the National 
Liberation War or has been caused by an accident at work 
or by an occupational disease. Invalids who have lost their 
capacity to work as a result of a disease not of occupational 
origin or an accident occurring outside work, are entitled to 
pensions proportional to their years of service. 

The size of the invalidity pension varies according to 
the invalidity group, being 85 per cent, 70 per cent, 60 per 
cent and 40 per cent of the average normal pay for the 
four groups respectively. 

Invalids from the National Liberation War or those 
who have become so as a result of an accident at work or 
an occupational disease r:eceive a supplement of 10 per cent 
on their invalidity pensions. The invalidity pension is gran
ted not only to workers and employees who have become 
invalids during a period of employment, but also to all wor
kers whose invalidity has commenced less than thirty days 
after the cessation of ·employment or even in less than two 
years when the invalidity is the consequence of an accident 
at work or an occupational disease whidh occurr·ed before 
the given person ceased his employment. 

Certain persons who become 1invalids before commencing 
employment while accomplishing a socially useful task, are 
entitled to an invalidity pension the rate of which is fixed 
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according to the invalidity group they belong to. Accordin · 
to the law on social insurance, this category comprises scho 
pupils and students of higher educatiomd institutions wh 
become invalids in the course of their studies; those wh 
become invalids while accomplishing special missions wit· 
which they have been charged by the organs of the state o' 
the social organizations, or in performing their duty for th· 
defence of the socialist order, and those who become invalid 
during their military service or a course of military training 

All possibilities are provided for invalids to recove 
their physical and vocational capacity and to be retraine 
for appropriate jobs. They receive their vocational trainin 
in special schools and courses. They are provided with th 
necessary means for readaptation such as artificial limbs~ 
means of locomotion, hearing aids, etc. They are given prio* 
rity on the granting of bursaries for studies of different kinds:(' 

On the bas1is of reccimmandations of competent medical 
commissions, invalids are guaranteed light jobs, which are 
reserved for them by special decision of the government. ,1 

The invalidity pensions are not only an important 
material help for these people, but also a prophylactic mea.!'., 
sure, because they contribute significantly to improving thet.• 
workers' health and to the readaptation of invalids to work-; 
and daily life. · 

Family pensions 

Family pensions occupy an important place in the sys-.·· 
tern of state social insurance. The members of the family'·. 
of a deceased worker or employee, who have not yet reached ·' 
working age or who are regularly attending school, benefit 
from this kind of pension. · 

Also entitled to this kind of pension are the children . 
and grandchildren of the insured person, his adoptive children • 
and the children of the latter under 16 years of age, under 
19 years of age if they are attending secondary schoo!l or under 
25 years of age if they are engaged in higher schooling and · 
even later, if they are incapable of working; the parents 
or the spouse of the deceased insured person, who have 
reached 60 y1ears of age for men and 55 years of age for 
women, and ev,en under this ag.e if they are incapable 
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to work; the second spouse of either the father or mother 
of the insured person, if he or she has been dependent on 
him for at least ten years; the grand-parents of the insured 
person if there is no other person legally obliged to provide 
for them. 

Besides this, one of the parents or the spouse of the 
deceased person, regardless of age and capacity to work, is 
entitled to a family pension, if he or she is not employed 
and is in charge of one or more children or grand-children, 
adoptive children, or children of the latter, or the brothers 
or sisters of the deceased, under 8 years of age. 

The family pension is granted under the same conditions 
as the invalidity pension. When the death of the insured 
person is the result of an accident at work or an occupational 
disease or of service during the National Liberation War, 
the family pension is granted regardless of the length of 
employment of the insured person. When th~ death of the 
insured person is caused by sickness or accident unrelated 
to his work, the family pension is granted to those who. have 
a right to it, on a scale related to the length_ . of service of 
the bread-winner of the family at the time of his death. 

The child is entitled to a pension in cas·e of death of 
one of his parents even if the other parent is employed. The 
pension granted to children who have lost both parents is 
calculated on the basis of the total pay of both parents. 

Tlie pension for those eligible, is cakulated at the fol
lowing rate: 

for families comprised of three or more members, 65 per 
cent of the average pay of the insured person; 

for families comprised of two members, 50 per cent of 
this pay; . 

for families of one member, 40 per cent of this pay. 
The pensions available and the other social benefits for 

persons deprived of support, as well as the care of the state 
for orphans, widows and old people without support, ensu
res them the material conditions to lead a dignified life. 

Pension for meritorious services 

This kind of pension is granted by decision of the Coun~il 
G>f Ministers of the People's Soci.a1is't Republic of Albania 
to those persons or their families who have fought, arms 



374 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

in hand, for the liberation and independence of the 
land, for the national honour, for democracy and socialism' 
for the flourishing of Albania, or who have made an outstan~' 
ding contribution to this struggle. . ·· 

Those entitled to this kind of pension are the eminen 
patriots of the National Renaissance and the people's mo
vements ~or fr~e~om . and the land, for social rights, thos · 
wh<:> bravmg diff1culti~s a~d sacrifices in an unequal figh 
agamst countless feroc10us mternal or external enemies haVl · 
never ceas·ed fighting for the cause of the people· all thos ··.· 
who have taken part in the movement of the Nati~nal Rena . 
issance, in the people's movements and the national libera~· 
tion movement or in anti-fascist movements abroad. , 

The pension for meritorious services is also granted 
to persons who are distinguished themselves in various' 
fields of socialist construction, science, technology, culture' 
and art, as well as to those who, in their state, social andCc. 
economic activity, have made an important contribution td. 
strengthening the people's power and the construction of the'' 
country. 

The extension of the system of pensions 
and social security to the countryside 

From July 1, 1972, the system of pensions and social· 
security was extended to cover the members of the agricul
tural cooperatives too. This is a great victory of the policy of 
the people's power, an economic, political, ideological and • 
social act of vital importance; this measure constitutes a 
new step forward of great significance for the development 
of the Albanian countryside, for narrowing the essential dif
ferences between city and countryside. From the aspect of 
the. :elations of prod~ction, this decision raises the coope
rat1v1st peasant to a higher level which is close to that of the 
worker. This decision further strengthened the alliance of the 
working class with the cooperativist peasantry. . 

The institution of the system of pensions and social 'Se
curit;Y is an objective measure which fully responds to the 
reqmrement of the fundamental law of socialism which aims 
at the continuous raising of the material and cultural level 
of the working masses. It represents a further important 
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advance toward perfecting the relations of distribution ~d 
redistribution of the national income. From the economic 
viewpoint, the extension of the system of pensions and . soci~l 
insurance to the countryside too, improves the material 11-
ving conditions of the. cooperative members and strengthens 
the peasant family. . . 

Certain agricultural cooperatives on their own initiative 
and relying on their own means, had introduced rudimentary 
forms of pensions in order to help their members i~ old age 
or in cases of incapacity to work. Many cooperatives had 
created different forms of social insurance to provide for 
temporary disability and particularly for maternity and 
childbirth leave. Now these benefits have been extended to 
all the agricultural cooperatives. This new measurie in .fav~ur 
of the working peasantry shows that the great contribution 
that it made to the National Liberation War yesterday and 
is making to the socialist construction today, is properly 
appreciated. . 

The system of pensions in the countryside has a centra-
lized character. The resources necessary to provide the pen
sions cmne mainly from the cooperatives themselves, without 
affecting the accumulated funds des~ined for. the extended . 
reproduction in agriculture. The pensions ~rov1ded fo~ m~m
bers of the agricultural cooperatives constitute a ~ed1stnbu
tion within the framework of the fund of consumph?n of the 
cooperative population, to the advantage of persons mcapable 
of working, they are a right which stems from the w<;>rk and 
contribution· these people have made to the strengthenmg and 
development of the cooperative econon;y when they were 
fit to work. Being based on the dynamics of ~he ~owtlh of 
agricultural and livestock production, ~he contr.1but1on of the 
agricultural cooperatives to the centralized pensions fund does 
not diminish the level of the cooperativists' income p~r 
work-day; on the conrtrary, the value of the work-day is 
growing from year to year. 

The state budget also contributes directly to the c~ntral 
pensions fund, covering part of the costs for the extenbon of 
pensions to the cooperative ·members for the ~?rk. the~ have 
done in the state enterprises, for their participation l~ t~e 
national 'liber:ation movement, for their period of serv1c: m 
the armed forces, etc. The contribution from the stat~ is a 
concvete expression of its great concern for the. contmuous 
improvement of living standards in the countryside, for the 



376 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

strengthening of the solidarity of all the working people, a 
first of all, of the working class with the peasantry, so th 
advance shoulder to shoulder __ towards the compilet.e constru 
tion of socialist society in Albania. · .~ 

Apart from the pensions fund, the agricultural cooper 
tives allocate from their own income an auxiliary fund whic 
is utilized to pay insurance and idemnities to their member · 
on the basis of special unified criteria. 

Retirement pensions, invalidity and family pensions a · 
granted by the state social security organs, while all oth 
allowances for incapacity to work, maternity and childbirt · 
leave etc. are granted by the cooperatives themselves whic 
apply the same criteria to all the cooperativists. · 

The pensions system for the cooperative member' 
includes retirement, invalidity and family pensions. In a 
three cases, the pension may be complete or partial accordin '. 
to the conditions that the given person fulfils. The criterio 
for tlhe granting of a retirement pension is age and lengt 
of service at work. This age is 65 for men and 55 for women 
All male cooperative me~bers must have 25 years of servic ,·. 
to receive a retirement pension, while women are entitl 
to a full pension after 20 years of work. A partial pensio • 
is granted to men who have worked at least 12 and a half' 
years. Women are entitled to partial pensions after 10 years 
of work. · 

The amount of the retirement pension is equal to half~ 
the average annual income of the cooperative member during~ 
his last three years of work. · , 

The invalidity pension is accorded to peasants who lose 
their capacity to work as a result of an accident or desease .. 
Pensions of this category are divided into two groups ac- .;; 
cording to the degree of incapacity. In fixing the pensions:: 
for . persons of this category, the elements taken into con- •· 
sideration are age and _years of service, with the exception 

1 

of those whose invalidity is caused by an accident at work. 
In such cases the pension is accorded regardless of length of 
servicP. For the first group this ppnsion is equal to 60 per 
cent of the average annual rpay of the cooperativist during his 
last three working years, while for the second group it is 50 
per cent. Complete and ,partiarr pensions are envisag€d for 
persons of this category, too. 

On the basis of the law, the family pension is accorded I 
to those members of a cooperative who are incapable of 

working when the cooperative member who . was suppox:ti~g 
them has died. The members of the family of_the cooperativ1st 
who benefit from this pension are his chi1ldren, his grand
children, his adoptive children and their children, up to the 
age of 15, his rbrothers and sisters under 15 years or 25 years 
of age if they are attending school without a state bursary. 



Chapter five 

SCHOOL FOR ALL 

Illiteracy liquidated in Albania 

More than forty years ago, in the course of a debate 
the state budget, the former minister of Zog's cabinet a 
one of the most influential deputies in the Parliame 
Fejzi Alizoti, declared: «Albania today has three gymnasium 
and a quick reckoning shows that within ten years · 
shall have about 500 to 600 candidates for functionaries. Thu 
a time will come when students wiil have to become sho 
assistants ... In view of the program discussed here, I am co 
vinced that the exipense for education is a waste.» Q!Pposin 
himself to the opening of schools :in i'he villages, this bi 
land-owner raised the question: If the children of the farme 
and shepherds go to school, who wi11 work the fields wh ·· 
will tend 1Jhe livestock? ' 

The Italian adviser at the Ministry of the Interior, Mon 
tanelli, suggested to King Zog: «If the middle schools a · 
in excess of the needs of the country, they produce intellec' 
tual unemployment, . which is the most dangerous form o 
unemployment to the states which prefer order and nationa 
svlidarity to bolshevik wreckage>> To give strength to h" 
argument on the need gf !'educing professional schools, he. 
wrote: «Up to day, the conditions to start work for 
industrialization on a large scale do not exist, and this, per.c. 
haps, is to the advantage of Albania, because the people in, 
the most industrialized countries or those who try to become. 
such, are generally in greater trouble.» The fascist adviser .. 
told King Zog that, with the one milion inhabitants it had, 
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900 elementary schools were enough. This had to be the 
'ceiling' which would keep the Albanian people in a state of 
eternal il1iteracy and ignoranoe. 

As a result of this policy, more than 80 per cent of the 
population was illiterate, whereas in the regions inhabited 
mostly by rural population, this figure reached 90 or even 
95 per cent. 

Illiteracy was more widlespread among women. In scores 
of vHlages of the country not a single woman knew to read 
and WTite, and only a coup1e of men could spell the letters 
intelligibly. In thi:s situation, all technical or social progress 
was impossibfo. . 

In face of all this, the people's power had to launch the 
cultural revolution, first of all, for the liquidation of illite
racy. 

·In fact the campaign against illiteracy had started as 
early as th~ beginnings of the Nationaa Liberatio? War, in 
the ranks of partisan units and in the libe~ated vdl~ges an,d 
zones. 1 

The resolution of the National Conference of the Com
munist Party of Albania (March 1943) instructed the co.m
munists .. to promote cultural Ufe in the villages, by settmg 
up courses against iUiteracy and .by oth~r means, so as to 
enable the peasants to get schoohng, which the former re
gimes had denied them.» After Liberation, the struggle 
against illiteracy become one of the vastest movements or
ganized by the Party at that time. The government, the 
state organs and public opinion s'imultaneously mad~ great 
efforts to carry out this action with success. A spec:al la:" 
passed by the People's Assembly of the PR of Albama la~d 
down that ev,ery one under forty years of age who did 
not know to read and write, must attend these course.s, that 
were especiaiily set up for the unlettered. To this end, mspe:
tors of educational sectors were sent to work centres, m 
order to engage in the solution of this . problem. The slogan 
«In orider to buiM we must know, and m order to know we 
must learn», was issued country-wide. 

The struggle against iilliteracy was waged on two fronts: 
first. the obiective was to teach all men and women aged 
under forty to read write, and second. to set up a ?~twork 
of centres to prevent the creation of new masses of illiterate 
people. 

This was an unprecedented offensive launched for the 
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schooling and enlightenment of the masses. Courses agairt 
illiteracy were opened in enterprises, schools, culture clu · 
city quarters, al1 over the country, in which hundreds · 

· thousands of people began to learn. · 
Three or four times a week people gathered together · 

learn the ABC, figures, etc. klmost an the teachers of t 
country were in charge of one or two courses. And this ·. 
not aH: all those who were in a position to teach the alphaq. 
were put at the head of a course. Young people, pupHs a. 
students played an important role in this major under·· 
king. The slogan of the youth organizations was: «Ali you 
men and women must know to read and write. The tra 
union organizations did a great work among the worki •··· 
class. Not less important was the activity of the wome · 
organizations in this direction. Special progr,ams of stu · 
and text-books were compi1led for this purpose. Thus, . t 
struggle against illiteracy became a great prob[em of t ' 
entire people. 

People learned to read and write a~d at the same ti 
acquired the first notions of arithmetics, thus preparing the 
seives to attend higher courses, or to attend correspo 
dence courses of the efomentary school. Thousands upon tho · 
sands of former illiterate people attended the evening schoo. 
for workers, going through the primary cycle and then th. 
7 year course; a number of them carried on to the middl 
school and higher .school, too. , 

Thanks to an intensive work over the period 1955-195 
illiteracy was liquidated among all people aged under fort , 
In some cases illiterate people aged above forty also learne · 
to read and write. In order to prevent the danger that thos 
who had gone through the courses should not fall back int· 
their former condition because of interrupted study, the 
social organizations, on their own, set up reading groups at-: 
tached to the various educational institutions. Conscious of 
the importance of this problem, the state took measures fo.r'.' 
the setting up and expansion of the primary evening schools, 
for adults. · 

Albania has closed for ever the chapter of illiteracy,' 
wlhich remains a bitter aftertaste, a tarnish of the feudal
bourgeois regimes of the past. 
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The campaign for 'the spread of 
education anc;l culture 
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In the field of education and culture, the Afbania of 
the pre-Liberation period was a _country of igno~ance a~~ 
darkness. At that time, the question of an _educat10n~l s!~ 
tem complete with schools organized according to sc1entif1c 
crit~ria, was not even raised. The schooi system was down
right anti-popular. 

Under the people's power, ed1:1cation has u~dergo~: 
radical changes, both in form and m content. Dun:ig this 
period a complete and single system of popular education has 
been set up. . . 

The v.igorous development, of educati~:>n m Albania ~as 
gone through several main stages. In the frrst years following 
Liberation, the main concern of the p_eole's power w~s 
to make education as popular as possible, to make it 
the patrimony of the broad masses of the people, to . create 
an educational system with aH the cyoles necessary f?r our 
socialist society and to adapt the_ coptent of €!Cl~cat10n to 
the spirit of the popular revolution, . on the basis of the 
Marxist-1Leninist ideology. The educational reform enacted 
in 1946 served as the fundamental ground-work for the 
attainment of this objective. 

In August 1949, the People's Assembly passed the l~w 
on the educatfonal reform in the PR of Albama,_ under . which 
the structure of the educationa[ system for all its. levels was 
defined, and the .main orientations for the ~orkmg ?ut of 
new programs and textbooks, and for the ii:trodu_ction of 
radica'l ideofogical and scientific transformations mto the 
content of education, were laid down. 

The educational reform of 1946 and the many measures 
to ensure its implementation, paved the way for .the fund.a
mental democratization of the educa,tional system m A~bai:-ia. 

Among the most important measures for the realization 
of this program of democratization, were: 

- the realization of compu'lsory education, at first ti:rough 
the 4-years elementary school, and, lat·er, _the c:eatio!1 of 
the conditions that wou~d permit its extension with higher 
cycles, 1Jhat is, the 7-year sch~ol; 

_ the realization of education free of charge for all chil-
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dren in all the categories of schools, and the abolishment 
all school taxes and fees for all levels of education· . 

- the creation of a single school system, including · 
seven-~ear school ~nd the secondary schools of general , 
profess1o~al educat10n, after the liquidation of closed-cy 
schoo1s:, like the former eleme~tary agricultural schools · 
~ seasonal character, the various complementary schools, · 
mcomple~ secondary schools, the work-schools, etc. as well 
the estabhsh:r_nent of the system of free promotion thro 
the suppression of preliminary examinations, competiti 
and so on; 
, - the reduction of the school term of the second cy 
from 13 to 11 years, since this was advantageous 
for the state and society as well as for the workers t 
parents of the school children; ' \ 

- the extension of the school system through open(' 
new schools everywhere; there al'e chiildren enough to fo ·' 
a class· " 

l I 

- ~he gradual e~tension of dormitories and the system . 
bursanes for the children of workers, and above all, peasan 

The school :reform laid down a number of other de 
cratic and socialist principles for popular education with 
aim of ensur,ing the popular, secular, and unified character 
the school, of ensuring the complete equality of the two se 
in educational matters, of strengthening the national charac 
of the school, of ensuring the right to education in the nati 
nal language, etc. 

It paved the . road for the creation of a complete sing 
schoo~ system, with alll the forms and categories, includi , 
superior education which did not exist before, and whi 
was crystallized a few years after, in the beginning of t 
fifties. 

Besides, it opened the way for the creation of 
popular, democratic and social school in 
changes were made in teaching plans, programs an 
text-books, as weH as in all the process of the teaching an 
educational work. 
• In this period, •education developed vigorously.' Tw 
examples illlustrate this quite ampJy. In the 193a-1939 schooi 
year Albania had 643 elementary schools with 1 349 teachers 
W:herea~ in the 1944-1945 school-year, the first y'ear following 
L1berat10n, when the country had just emer"ed from the war' 
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and a great number of schools had been burned down, da
maged, closed down, or abandoned, the number of. elei:nentary 
schools increased to 928 and that of teachers working m them 
to 1, 743. In 1945-1946 there were 1.097 schools, whereas one 
year later th~ir number :reached 1,609. As can be seen, the 
number of elementary schools increased by 512 within a 
single year. 

In this period the first steps towards the setting up of 
higher education were taken. A two-year teacher training school 
for the seven-year schools was set up. Five years later, the 
Teachers Training Institute, the Higher Institute of Agrono
my, and the Higher Polytechnical Schoo1 were set up. In 1952, 
to these higher schools were added the Higher Institute 
of Medicine and the Higher School of Economics, whereas 
in 1954 the Higher Juridica1l Institute was opened. In 1957 
all these institutes and higher schoo'ls, with the exception of 
the Higher Institute of Agronomy, merged to form the 
University of Tirana; During the same period, the State Con
servatory, the Higher School of Dramatic Art and the Higher 
School of Figurative Arts (which have now been grouped toge
ther to form the Higher Institute . of Arts), the Institute of 
Physical Culture and Sports, the Three-year Teacher Training 
Institute in Shkodra as well as a number of filiaJs of the 
University of Tirnna and higher institutes were set up. 

Likewise, the elementary school was made compulsory in 
1951-1952 and efforts were made towards the development 
of the 7-year school, which, in turn, became compulsory in 
1952; a complete system of technical-vocational schools was 
also set up. · 

The decade 1955-1965 marked a further qualitative and, 
especially, ideological improvement in the field of education. 
In 1960, the school system was reorganized, with important 
improvements made both in the content of school and the 
methods of teaching; consLderable changes were made in 
the programs with the aim of raising their scientific level, 
effective measures were adopted to link school with life, 
teaching with practical work, according to the concrete pos
sibilities of each district and each town; physical work as 
well as a number of new subjects of polytechnical character 
were introduced. The secondary· schools were predominantly in
dustrial and agricultural. At this time, the term of study 
for the 7-year schools of general education was extended 
to 8 years. 
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As a result of these measures, education in Alb · 
assumed an unprecedented extension. The network of ele 
tary schools extended all over the country, obligatory 8-y 
education was rigorously applied, secondary education ex ' 
ded rapidly and higher education marked further <level' 
ment. Our school system as a whole advanced on the rev 
tionary socialist road. It adapted and enriched the 
patriotic traditions, the secular,. democratic and revolution 
c:haracter of the Albanian school. 

However, in spite of all these results, the Alban 
school still had shortcomings impairing its development " 
the effective discharge of its new tasks which were set . 
it in conformity with the stage of the country's devel · 
ment. The old educational system, especially in the sec 
dary and higher schools, did not quite sufficiently link ···. 
teaching with production work and prevent the developm. 
of petty-bourgeois initellectua!lism. The massive character/ 
education in these two forms of schools was not broad enou r 
It did not sufficiently include people from the produc · 
s~tor. ~he old. s~stem did not contribute enough to the na :· 
wmg of the d1stmctions :between physica!l a:nd mental wo · 
bet:ween ~own and co~ntryside. Finally 'it did not comb' 
satisfactorily lessons with manual work and with physicai a 
military tralning. 

·The elimination of 'these shortcomings called for a rec 
of the entire educational system. The question of the revol ;· 

tionization of education became a problem in which the entl 
public opinion participated. Responding to the call of ' 
Party, a great popular discussion, the first of the ki ' 
in the history of our school, was initiated all over t 
country. It was a broad discussion of a massive charact' 
unseen before. Hundreds of thousands of peopl·e, teache 
and students, cadres of the educational system, of the se •. 
tors of culture and production, parents and workers of 
~alks of life, participated in the discussion which took plac, 
m all the schools, enterprises and state institutions as we 
as in the agricultural cooperatives, in every party or~anizatio 
a'nd the mass organizations, in every city quarter and hamlet 
Besides the great public discussion which was opened in th!, 
press, more t'han 21,000 meetings and consultative groups•• 
with the participation of about 600,000 people, or more tha ' 
half of the adult population of the country, at which 160,000 
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people contributed to the discussion, took place all over the 
country. This is fresh evidence of the fact that the education 
in Albania is a major question of concern to the Party, the 
people's power, the entire people and society. 

It is a living example of genuine democracy in action, 
which grows and ext1ends in the conditions of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat, and which has created boundless possibili
ties for the voice of the broad masses of working people 
to be heard, an~lysed and summed up. 

In the course of this popular discussion, the whole of 
the educational system was brought under criticism. This 
criticism was not a partial or marginal one, which dealt with 
only one aspect or some sector of schooi work. On the 
contrary, its objective was to bring about the general and 
radical revolutionization of the school, and in the first place, 
its contents, the revolutionization of the system of teaching 
and the structure of the school, of teaching methods, the 
method of direction, of education and of the work at school. 
It bore on the fµndamental concepts of the role of school 
in our socialist society, the communist education of the 
younger generations and all fue masses, as well as the 
very essence of the process of communist education, its 
contents and main aspects. So the criticism in this field was 
a powerful and all-round attack on the whole of the old 
school system. It was not limited only to political and ideo
logical considerations, but also covered concrete pedagogical 
problems.In the course of the popular discussion the tenden
cies of making a fetish of the role of school, considering it 
as the only source of culture, were attacked and the 
thesis according to which learning is acquired not only at 
school but also in life, that the school is· a component part 
of life itself and that life is the greatest school, a permanent 
school, was expounded. This conclusion has great theoretical 
and practical importance, since it helps underst~md the place 
and role of the school and education in social activities, and 
the fact that the revolutionary practice, political, social, 
productive, and other activities coupled with the organized 
and systematic education at school, play a decisive role in 
the communist education of the younger generation and the 
working masses. From the practical standpoint, this conclusion 
has a decisive importance for the fight against the tendencies 
of stuffing school programs with superflous erudition of an 

25 -· 117 A 
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encyclopaedic character, of overloading programs and te 
books with notions remotely connected with practice and li 
of overestimating the knowledge gained from books 
of underestimating the knowledge and education acquir 
through political and social activities, in the course of t ·, 
ideological class struggle, in the productive work and s'Cien 
fie experimentation by the masses, and in the course of li, 
and practice. · 

During the popular discussion the large mi:i.sses made ma . 
valuable suggestions as to the revolutionization of the co 
tents, methods, and structure of the school. Many contributio 
to the discussion raised the need for placing physical and mi 
tary training along with and on the same level as lesso 
and for buHding school work on the basis of the follow· 
three elements: lessons, production work and physical 
military training. They also underlined the necessity a . 
usefulness of the existence of a variety of schools, beginni 
from the 8-year school, and of giving them a mass charact 
Many ideas were put forward for the improvement of t 
contents of lessons,_ above all, for the strengthening of t 
Marxist-Leninist ideological axis and for the fµrther improv · 
ment of the teaching and education methods. 

As the great popular discussion developed, importa ' 
ideas were put forward for the further extension of the scho . 
New secondary schools were opened in the villag . 
whereas in some cities and important work centres universi 
branches and filials of higher schools were opened. In th· 
manner, branches of the Pedagogical Institute, the Institu · 
of Agronomy and others were opened in some cities, an. 
branches of the university in some of the largest industri 
centres. " 

· The criticism of the old system was conducted paralle 
with a systematic work for finding the most appropriate form 
of assisting the progress of education. To this end, the teache 
together with their students and pupils worked to discov·e 
new forms and methods of linking lessons with practice. S . 
schools have been transformed into experimentation centre 
alive with the creative thinking of the masses. Scientifi 
experimentation and research for the most rational form , 
of school work have become a method of all the teachers, ol . 
and young, without exception. Every school, big or small; 
has become a centre of study of these problems, with almost;, 
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all the teaching staff, with the participation of students and 
pupils, working on studies and theses, many of them exten
ding over 2 or 3 years. The studies and theses are examined 
by special commissions and the pedagogical councils of each 
school. 

The problems of the method and style of work have 
aroused the interest of the students, pupils and their parents, 
who have encouraged these experiments, t0o. The fact that 
the students and their parents are aware of the benefit accru
ing from experimentation work, and the periodical analysis 
of the results obtained in it, has raised their ideological for
mation to a high level, has increased their sense of duty 
towards all the problems of the school, and their· ability to 
participate in and contri'bute to the practical so~ution of the 
many and great problems which our school faces today. 

Every school has its own experience, which grows 
richer and is spread to the others. The experience gained 
in the course of the revolutionary movements and actions 
of the masses is analysed and summed up in conferences 
and sessions, and considered something of extremely great 
value for the progress of the work at the school. To this end 
museums have been set up at schools, which carefully pre
serve documents connected with the revolutionary movements 
and all important documents of the school which have to 
do with its experience. 

During the popular discussion for the revolutionization 
of the school, the text..:books of all subjects were analysed 
thoroughly. Most valuable opinions for the improvement of 
text-books, in conformity with the new demands, were 
advanced by the participants in the discussion who were 
guided by the principle that the contents of the text-books 
is one of the principal elements on which the educational 
work is based and that, without relying on correct ide
ological, scientific and pedagogical principles, it is impos
sible to achieve the communist education of the younger 
generation. Editing groups, comprising teachers, pedagogues, 
professors, scientific workers and production workers of all 
the regions of the country were set up in order to compile 
about 500 new text-books for all the categories of 8-year 
and secondary schools. 

The line of the masses was the guiding line in the process 
of the compilation of text-books, it enabled the teachers, 
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students and pupils and their parents to control all 
done and to make their contribution. Every single chap 
of tJhe new text-books was subjected to detailed anal " 
ses by the teachers and other working people, open disc 
sions were organized on this subject, and the compiler 
reflected all the valuable suggestions and criticisms on th·. 
new text-books. Beside, every neiw text-book, before bein' 
submitted to .the Ministry of Education and Culture f 
final approval', was given for discussion to a large circl 
of specialists and teachers. They are constantly improve' 
and checked up against the latest achievements. Discussio' 
of text-books continues uninterruptedly in the ·press an· 
in the various meetings even after they are published. 

The new text-books have a national character, refle 
the Albanian life, the democratic and revolutionary traditio 
of the Albanian people. 

They have been so written as to connect theoreti 
knowledge with . the practice of production. To this en 
various concepts, theories and laws in sdentific and techni 
text-books have been treated in close connection with th 
field of their application in life, practice, and production. 0 
the other hand, text-books, and in particular those on techno · 
logy, mustrate prdblems of production, the socialist industr .· 
a1I1d agriculture, and at the same time political, technical an 
technological problems, the successes achieved in these fiel 
and the development of the technical-scientific revolution i • 
Albania, etc. , 

So, the organization of this popular discussion was a~. 
effective way of drawing the opinion of the large masses o. 
the people on the problems of the school. Apart from this .. 
the conclusions of the popular discussion were taken u ' 
for analysis in one of the special plenums of the Central. 
Committee of the Party, in which the relevant decisions' 
were taken. At the end of 1969 the law on the new educa 
tional system was approved. This law is a summing-up an ·' 
concentrated expression of the farsightedness and experience; 
of the working people, which were manifested during this 
popular discussion. 

SCHOOI, FOR ALL 

The new educational system - a complete 
and advanced system 
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The educational system approved in November 1969, as 
a complete and advanced system, is a powerful weapon in the 
hands of the working class for the formation of a people's 
intelligentsia loyal to socialism and £.or the education of the 
younger generation, which will carry the revolution through 
to its final and complete triumph. 

Based on the principl·es of socialist democracy, it is perme
ated through and through by the Marxist-Leni1nist ideological 
axis and develops on the basis of the org,ank 1ink of lessons 
with production work and physical and military training. 

The school system includes the pre-school education 
forms, the general 3-year education, the secondary education 
and the higher education schools. 

The school system in Albania comprises the general edu
cation for the school youth and the education for the workers 
and peasants. It is given through a complete system of schools 
of different categories, which are connected with one another 
and extend constantly. 

Under the law on the new educational system, the 
pre-school education is an organic link of. the educational sys
tem; it has become general, but not obligatory. 

Development of pre-school education 

Years 1938 1960 1970 1979 

Number of kindergartens 23 434 1,423 2,541 

Children 24,34 23,085 47,524 83,697 

Teachers 40 1,004 2,440 3,920 

The final objective of the pre-school educational system 
is to achieve the social education of the children of the 3-6 
years age-group; it ensures their physical and intellect~al 
development, endows them with the elements of commumst 
morality and prepares them to enter school. The pre-school 
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education is giv·en through the network of 
orphanages. 

The 8-year education is the basic level of the educationa' 
system; it is genera'.l and obligatory for all the children o 
6 years of age. The 8-year s.chool, in general, is different an 
divided from the secondary school. It comprises all the cla 
ses, from the first to the eighth, whereas the primary schoo 
no longer exists as such. This category of school imparts th 
elementary notions of ideology, pol1itics and moraQity 
aesthet~cs and physics to the school children, giving at th' 
same time a general culture to them, cultivating in the 
the love and habits of work- Its aim ii>- to enable them t' 
~ursue the secondary school and to participate in the sociaf 
l~fe and. the socialist production. It implants in them th ~ 
first not10ns and elements of military training. 

In comparison with the situation existing in 
number of pupils in the 8-year schools increased 
and that of teachers in them increased 18 fold. . 

The lower technical-professional education and the secon .. • 
~ary education are built, on the basis of the 8-year educa-ti' 
bon. The foT!l'Iler comprises the lower technical vocational! 
schools, national and local, full-time and part-time, the vari-; 
ous schools and courses of a mass character, apart from the 
regular :educational system. ~hese s~hools, which have beenf 
opened m town and countryside, tram workers for the needs¥· 
of the country. The aim of the lower technical-vocational<' 
schools is to ensure the widespread of the elements of techni-. 
cal science, as the most appropriate form of raising thei 
technica[ and vocational level of the workers and peasants:; 
In the part-time schools of this category the courses last two:~ 
years and give elements of theoretical knowledge to the : 
pupils. 
. The fower vocational schools, both full-time and part-· 

time, are as a general rule, characterized by a relatively 
narrow specialization. The training of qualified workers is . 
thus realized in the form of paid apprenticeship, a practice· 
which is becoming more and more widespread in the country· 
not only as a component part of the regular system of edu- · 
cation, but also as a suitable form of ensuring the new · 
qualified work force. 

The setting up of the full-time lower technical vocational · 
schools and the admission to a probation period, the training 
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of the new work force, are realized according to a state plan, 
on the basis of the needs of the country's economy. 

Secondary education is realized through the vocational 
schools of different profiles and the secondary schools of 
general education. However, all the secondary vocational and 
general schools have the same duration. The level of general 
knowledge envisaged under the programs of the secondary 
vocational schools is more or less of the same level as that 
of the secondary schools of general education. A new feature 
of this category is the marked polytechnical character of the 
secondary school of general education and its linking with 
the productive work. 

The new system encourages the extension of the profes
sional secondary schools, the industrial, agricultural and con
struction schools and other vocational schools of the socio
cultural fields, the pedagogical, economic, financial, medical, 
art, and other schools. They train middle cadres of about 70 
specialities including mechanics, electridty, radio and TV repak, 
building, economics, medical service, theatre, music, teaching, 
foreign languages, etc. And this at a time when before Li-' 
beration the few existing secondary schools trained pupils 
only for 7 specialities. 

The new educational system promotes the development 
of the part-time schools for workers and peasants, which 
have been set up at the economic enterprises and agricultural 
cooperatives, or on a district level. Such 4-year secondary 
schools have only a narrow speciaHzation, and train pupils in 
one or more branches. 

The secondary school of gener:al education relies on three 
components: lessons - productive work - physical and military 
training. The tendency is to increase its polytechnical charac
ter, to link· it closely with production, and make it distinc
tly different from the old gymnasium, inherited from bour
geois society, which was only for a privileged elite, fostered in
teHectualism and careerism, the tendency to go through to 
the higher studies at all costs, r.egarding this as the only me
ans to dodge the direct work in production and to do only 
office work. By finally and definitely eliminating these short
comings of the old school, the new school trains young revo-
1 utionaries ready to do any job for the good of the Homeland 
and socialism. 

The secondary school of general education retains from 
the former programs the main subjects of general culture. At 
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th.e same time it has realized the linking up of the les ,j 

with work on. the theoretical and practical plane for m '1 

pro!essions which have become widespread, and there wh ·. 
1t is no~ possible, for one single profession, always : 
conformity with the concrete conditions of the place wh ' 
the school is situated. ~· 

The productive work has been organized in all sch " 
of general education of the country. In the schools wh"' 
do not possess their own production base the students c 

. out their productive work in an enterprise. They sit 
examinations both for the subjects of general culture and 
their period of practice in production. At the same time•'' 
the diploma the students receive a document which states th 
qual.ification lev.el as workers. The enterprises are suppoa· 
to give them a Job once they have finished the school. . 

Compared with 1938, in the school-year 1978-1979 Alba. 
~ad about 24.1 times as many secondary schools and 8 " 
times as many students in them. · 

The structure of the school year in all the second " 
sc:hools is as follows: six months and a half of studies (incl 
dmg two week.s of physical education), two months and , 
half of productive work, one month of military training a · 
two months of holidays (the first two grades have two mont · 
of productive work and two months and a half holidays).)• 

The creation of a single structure of the school year f • 
all the types of secondary schools, the tendency to rai 
the level of general culture in the professional secondar 
schools, the emphasis on the polytechnical character of t 
secondary schools of general education and their ever dos 
~inking. with t~e pro~uctive work, all these are importa~ 
mnovat10ns which, without affecting the diversity of th 
~econdary schools, on the whole, constitute an improvemen; 
m the essence of the secondary education as a system in th 
contents of the teaching and educative work of our' secon5 

dary school, in its structure and its methods. 
In the secondary school the students acquire a soli 

Marxist-Leninist formation, scientific and polytechnical know-i 
ledge, 8:.nd on the basis of the organic unity of lessons wit · 
produc~ive work and physical and military training, reach 
theoretical level and gain practical habits which enable them:! 
to participate directly in social production, in the defence o ·· 
the Homeland, and to pursue higher studies. · 

The students, boys and girls, who finish the full-time 
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condary schools of general or professional e?ucation, in. town 
and coutryside, have to go through an obligatory period of 
one year rprotbation in production work before they ~an 
pursue higher studies. With the introduction of the per10d 
of probation in production, our socialist pedagogy has opened 
a new page in the world pedagogical thinking. · 

The first place and the greatest part of the time of study 
at school is justly devoted to the teaching of .theory and t~e 
acquiring of the fundamentals of scienc~. It .is o:r:ly ?1:1 this 
basis that the younger generations can gam solid scientific and 
professional knowledge. Apart from this, in th~ course ?f the 
four years of school, the linking of theory with practice, of 
lessons with productive work, is realized according to the 
program and structure of the school. Thi.s connection beco~es 
still more complete with the introduct10n of the probation 
period in production, which is not just an appendage to but . 
an integral part of .the theoretical formation of the younger 

• I 

generation. 1 

During the probation period, the. students do manual 
work s~de by side with the workers and peasants, on any 
front of production, but as a rule, in the s~ctor~ which cor
respond to the activity to which they are destined m the fut~re. 

The one-year probation, beginning from t~e .graduation 
from the secondary school, is necessary because it is the o~ly 
way of educating and tempering the school h?YS and girls 
in the spirit of the working class and cooperative peasantry. 
In this manner the students are moulded as revolutionaries 
and imbuded ~ith the qualities of the working class, they 
become aware of the great importance of social producti?n, 
accept the rule and discipline of production, take an .a~t~ve 
part in all the political, ideological and cultura.l a~tivities 
of the working people. Thus, the one-year probation m pro
duction is a real sieve through which pass all those who 
aspire to pursuing higher studies, because the ~orking c!.ass 
does not permit those who have not shown their revoluti<;>n
ary qualities to become cadr~s and .leaders. The probat:on 
in production is a period durmg which the bo~s and girls 
from secondary schools submit themselves to the direct control 

, of the working class, through which and with whose per
mission aJ.one they can pursue higher studies. 

The objective of the Albanian sc.hool is to train ~ stratum 
of intelligentsia which does not aspire to com~andmg posts,, 
but only to serving the ideology of the workmg class and 
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its .state power with great devotion. During the probati 
period of the students, the working class has its say wi, 
great authority and with a great sense of duty about w · 
amongst the probationists is worth militating in the ranks 
the people's intelligentsia, who is most loyal to the Par· 
the people, and socialism. ;. 

Th~ probation period is a brilliant expression of t · 
proletarian democracy in action, it enables the workers a 
peasants, as the real masters of the country, to choose fi, 
themselves the future higher cadres. , 

From the desks of the secondary and higher schools co \ 
out thou~and~ of specialists who have their say in the wo' 
for. t~e direct10.n a_nd management of the economy and in t 
socialist organization of labour. However this cannot 
achieved in~ide of the laboratories and theatres of high 
schools. Durmg t~e period of probation in production the pu , 
an~ student ~cqmres t~e qt:talities of the leader and organi · 
~hich he will need m his future work as a medium 
hi.gher cad~e. In this context, the period of probation co , 
s~itutes an important indispensable link in the general form, 
ti on of the specialists who will carry on the work of social· , 
production. ' 

The probation is an essential link which connects scho. 
st~ll more closely with the economic activity of enterpris 
with the needs and demands of production. It is an importa 
historical factor in the development of education in th 
People's Socialist Republic of Albania for the consolidati ~ 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat an'd for the further rev 
lutionization of the school. 

Higher. education is . given at the University and th 
other full-time and part-time educational institutes. Part-tim 
school is ~me of the ess~ntial forms which makes this ty ' 
{)f educat10n more massive and raises the theoretical an 
scientific/ level of the workers and peasants. Admission to thi 
cat~gory of higher school is free for aH those who along wi 
their regru:lar work carry on studies for those who ha 
finished secondary school and who have done at least on 
year of work in production. : 

The workers who graduate from the part-time school· 
mus~, a~ a general ru.le, con:plet~ oi:ie year of preparatodi 
studies m order to raise their scientific and technical level' 
to that required for admission to the corresponding high
er sohools. 

SCHOOL FOR ALL 395 

Before Liberation no higher schools existed in Albania, 
whereas today the country has the University of Tirana, seven 
different faculties (for the arts, agriculture, pedagogy, et~.) 
and branches of these faculties in various cities and di~
tricts so that the schools are as close to work and resi
dential centres as ipossible. Higher education has reached 
such a level of development that today it is in a position to 
fulfil all the needs of the country for higher cadres. In fact, 
in the system of higher education cadres in more than 60 
different specialities are trained. . . 

The aim of the system of higher educat10n is to form 
revolutionary specialists, imbu~ed with the spirit of . ~role
tarian revolutionaries who are ideologically and politically 
moulded to respond to the demands of rhodern scienoe and 
technique and the development of the economy and culture 
in Allbania, and able, on the theoretical and prnctica.l plane, to 
work for society and to guarantee the defence of the Homeland. 

The courses of study in the higher schools last 3, 4 and 
5 years. At the present stage these are tihe most suitab~e terms, 
which enable most workers and peasants, and especially the 
students of worker and peasant origin, to enrol in the higher 
studies. The cycle of higher studies in the part-time syst~m 
is, as a rule, one year longer than those of the correspondmg 
branches of the fuH-time system. 

The structure of the school-year in all the higher schools 
and in their branches is the same: 7 months of lessons, 2 
months of productive work, one month of military training 
and 2 months of holidays. 

Admission of students to higher schools is made on the 
basis of the following fundamental criteria: political record, 
progress in studies, result of probation in production, and 
conduct. As for the admission of students to the schools 
of the ideological specialities, the political criterion is rigo
rously applied. 

In order to be admitted to the higher schools, the students 
must have the recommendation of the school coUective (indud
ing the teaching staff, the ~outh org~nization), _and the favou
rable opinion of the working collective at which the studei;.t 
has done his probation work. This is indispensable and ~ec1-
sive for admission to higher schools, part-time and full-time. 

The new system lays a strong emphasis on the mass 
character of our educational system. This is achieved ~n two 
ways: first, by increasing the number of students m the 
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existin~ branches of the full-time education system, as weUf 
by settmg up new branches and specialities· and second · 
extending part-t~me school at the existing higher school~,! 
~ell _as by c~eat_mg branches of the university and the fa · 
ties m the districts where there are no higher schools. '.. 

The further qualification of higher cadres is carried 
through the qualification and specialization courses w 
are attended by th?se who have finished their higher stu 
a:r:d· have worked m production. In the future these cout.' 
~11 be further extended. In these courses the cadres 
different ~pecialities deepen their knowledge. 

Albama today trains in one year 12 times as many hig · 
c~d11es as it had in 1938. In 1980 the country had over 46, · 
higher cadres. 

The popular character of the educational . 
system in the People's Socialist Republic of Alba 

!he popular character of the Albanian school is expr \: 
sed m the tasks and the role it has in the social econo •' 
and cultural life, and in its revolutionary contents' and for 
It makes a primary contribution to moulding and educati 
the new man with communist ideals, making him loyal · 
the ~nd to the cause of the Party, closely linked with t 
worki:r:g _peopl·e, an unwavering fighter for the constructf 
of socia_h~m and the defence of Marxism-Leninism. Man 
t~e decisive factor in all activities, however, the extent 
his r?le depend~ largely on his world outlook, his level · 
c?nsc10us:i~s.s, his cultural ~orizon and his technical-prof·: 
s10nal abihtie~. These are different aspects of the same pr · 
ces~ _of education; however yriority is given to the ideologic 
pohtical and moral education of the new man. 

The new school plays a great active role in the struggl 
for the eco1:~mic and cultural development of the countr · 
In ~he cond1t10ns _of the increasing mechanization and autd' 
mat10n of product10n, our schools train enough workers an' 
c~dres who are .in a position to meet the expansion of produ' 
tlon and capable of satisfying the needs of all the branch 
of the ·economy and culture. It ensures the continuous raisin: 
of the theoretical, scientific and cultural level of the worki 
masses and the working class in particular, making them ev 
better prepared for playing a leading role in our socialis · 

sodety and for exercising an effective and decisive control in 
all fields of activity. From this viewpoint our schoo~ makes . a 
growing contribution to the strengthening of the. dICtat?rsh1p 
of the proletariat and ensuring the complete and fmal triumph 
of socialism, in our country. . 

The new school plays an equally important role in the 
progr·essive reduction and su~sequent elimination of the es
sential differences between mtellectual and manual wor~ 
so that this old division of labour ceases to exist and 1s 
replaced by the fonn of organiz~tion o~ p~oduction in which 
every one takes part in productive activ1tie~, and that work 
in production serves each member . of soci1ety and allows 
him to develop his own physical and mental capa
cities in all directions and to use them to the best advan
tage of society. Of course, the essential distin~tio_ns betw~en 
mental and manual work will be altogeth;er hqmdated with 
the transition to communist society. However, in Albania, 
even at the present stage, effective measures have been take_n 
in order to narrow down these distinctions, and school is 
one of the powerful levers to attain this objective. In fact, 
the school serves the constant raising of the level of educa
tion and culture of the large masses, contributing, at the 
same time, to linking the school youth with ~anual work, the 
integrating of the masses of school youth with the masses of 
workers and peasants. . . 

The new school serves the progressive reduction, and 
subsequently, the liquidatioi:i of the distincti~ns between town 
and countryside, between mdustry and agncul~ure, between 
the, working class and cooperativist peasantry; it ~nables. the 
younger generation to assimilate rapidly in practic~ a given 
system of production and then to go over s":~c~ssively, ac
cording to the needs of society and the abilities . of ea~h, 
from one branch of production to the other,. from mdustnal 
activities to agricultural ones, and vice-versa_, mstead of reser
ving these sectors exclusively ~o the workmg. class and th~ 
cooperativist peasantry, two different categories of people. 
townspeople and peasants. . . 

The new school plays an important role m makmg the 
defence of the Homeland and the gains of socialism secure 
a~ainst the threat of local enemies and against the dan~er 
of foreign aggression. It educates the younger gene~a_t10n 
with the spirit of patriotism, so as to make great sacrifices, 
even the supreme sacrifice, for the defence of the Homeland 
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and so~i~lis~, while tempering them to grow physically stro 
and m1htanly prepared. The realization of the three com 

_nents of ?\lr new s.c~ool: lesson - productive work - phy 
cal and military trammg, constitutes one of the essential me , 
for 'ens~~ing ~he linking of the school closely with soc~' 
and political life, creates the conditions for the participati 
?f. ~h~ school youth in all the revolutionary movements a ' 
mitiativ~s of the masses which continuously invigorate : 
whole hf~ ?f the country, and constitutes the implementati . 
of the militant slogan «We must think, work and live li · 
revolutionaries>>, in the educative work of the school you· 

. The new educational system endows the school you 
with 8: sound cultural, scientific and polytechnical gene 
fo~mat10n. In the Albanian school the organic link of lesso' 
with manual work, of theory with practice is realized on t ' 
bas_is of the priority of theory over the ~ork in productio 1 

wh~ch, as an aux.iliary factor, ensures the ideo-political te ·' 
permg of the P.upil and the student in the course of producti 
work, helps him to grow morally inflexible and physicalf 
strong and healthy, and enables him to assimilate the sty· 
a~d. method of work of the working class, and its spirit of di 
c1plme. ~t school, wi.thout in the least underreating the val 
of. practice_ and the mdispensability of the linking of theor. 
with practice, the greatest part of the time is devoted to t' 
stud~ ?f theory, sdence; the tendencies of self contentmen 
practicism and narrow professionalism which lead to th 
underrating of the theo7~, . the vulgar 'tendencies leading t' 
ab~tract and empty pohticism, as well as the conservativ· 
attitudes towards the achievements of science and moder. 
technique are combated, and ways and means are sough 
to liquidate them · 

The combination of lessons with productive work consti · 
tutes an· important means of education and revolutiona 
ideological and moral tempering of the youth. The old bour ; 
geois con~ept, ac~ording to which the school is exclusively · 
place of mstruction and education, has been fully rejecte~· 
and replac~d by a new socialist concept, according to whic 
the school is a place of education and work. 

~he combinatfon of lessons with work, of theory wit 
practice, gradually 1ead to the polytechnization of the school an 
together, contribute to the narrowing of the essential distinc-. 
tions between mental and manual work to the constant• 
raising of the cultural, technical and scie~tific level of the\ 
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working people and the staff of engineers and technicians. 
The gradual polytechnizat~on of_ th~ . school al.so serves the 
development of the techmcal-~c1entific rev?lut10n, the co~
plete construction of the material and :te~hm~al b~se of socia
lism irrl Albania. In this manner the distmct10ns m the voca
tional, cultural and scientific and technical levels of the 
wovkers of these categories, are reduced. 

The third component of the new school, f?llowing ~he 
implementation of the new system of edu7ation, consists 
in the physical and military training of the P1:1Pils and_ students. 
The Albanian school, as a weapon of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and an element of the superstructure, has the :task 
of defending the Homeland. The school youth are tramed 
to handle weapons and become able soldiers ready to defend 
the Homeland in all circumstances. 

The mass character of the school 

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania m~re than 
one fourth of the population attends school. Durmg the 
school-year 1979-1980 about 722,000 people, or ~O per cent 
of the total population of the country, attended var10us schools. 
This figure is 12.4 times greater than that of the y~ar 1938. 
If before Liberation only 5.6 per cent of the population went 
to school, this figure today has reached 30 per . cent. Almost 
every family has one or more. of its n:en:bers .gomg to school. 

If the country continued to tram its higher cadres at 
the rates reached in King Zog's regime, it would have taken 
Albania more than 80 years to train the number of cadres 
who now graduate from the higher schools in one ye~r. 

The universities of a number of Europ~n coun~ries have 
centuries of history, whereas the University of Tirana has 
only two decades of experience on its record. However, Al
bania has surpassed a number of «advanced» cm:ntries as to 
the number of students in relation to its population. 

The mass character of the Albanian school is even more 
.. striking in the new system of education, which. lays %reater 

stress on the mass character of education. With this ~ew 
system the whole of the country has been transformed mto 
a school into a great centre of study and education. It creates 
favourable conditions for all the working people to go to 
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school, to study and experiment, to develop production abr . 
with the achievements of science. This is a cultural ·· 
educational revolution, which covers all walks of life. 

The pronounced mass character of the · Albanian sc " 
:is a phenomenon unseen before, as regards extension ' 
range of its objectives. It will gradually raise the cultu 
scientific, technical and professional level of all the masses i' 
the working people and the cooperativists to the level of 
condary and higher cadres; it wiU bring a:bout the furt ; 
extension of secondary schools to the countryside, and fina. 
include the greatest possible numlber of girls in the seconda. 
.and higher schools, which will help in the work for their fu 
ther emancipation. 

The mass oharacter of the school, as an important qu • 
tion of principle, is connected with ideological, political 
social questions. It is directed towards the constant incre . 
-of the participation of the whole .people in the complex po· 
tical and social life of the country, the deepening of prol 
tarian democracy, the uprooting of the dangerous ills , 
bureaucracy, the gradual reduction of the distinctions · 
tween town and countryside, mental and manual work, , t ·· 
prevention of the creation of an elit-e of the «privileged' 
which is the cause and source of the emergence of revisionis 

In order to make education the real patrimony 
the workers, peasants and their children, discrepancies in tij 
level of general culture given in the secondary schools o 
various orientations have been eliminated, the practice o 
competition for admission to higher schools has been abolished~ 
In Albania the schools are interconnected, and from the socia 
viewpoint, there is no discrimination in the educational sys' 
tern. Pupils and students are not divided into categories; some' 
destined to remain workers or simple technicians and some' 
the elected, the most capable, destined to become intellec~ 
tuals and specialists of the higher skills. By rapidly impart,. 
ing a mass character to secondary education, and later to th 
higher education, by creating secondary schools of different, 
types, by ensuring a basic scientific level for all the secon-; 
dary schools of general education and for the professional., 

_schools, by considerably extending the secondary schools and,; 
hand in hand with this, the higher institutes for part-tim ·•· 
studies, all the barriers which impeded the workers, peasants. 
and their children from attending the schools of their choice11 

have been overcome. 
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The part-time vocational schools at the enterprises, ~nd 
the part-time evening schools at t~e agricultural cooperatives 
enable people of different professions and ages, young and 

rown-ups all those who for different reasons have not been 
~ble to attend and finish full-time school, to attend courses 
in these schools. 

Education for the adult population was set up as early as 
the first months after· the liberation of the counitry, ~nd 
became definite in the 1946-1947 school-year when evemng 
courses for adult workers were first opened. Later correspon
dence courses were also set up as a system. At t_he pres~nt 
f e this itype of education has grown extensively with 
s~~o~ls of different categories functioning regularly at every 
enterprise. ~-· 1 

FaciHties for school attendance by the wor~mg I?~P e 
al'e ·envisaged in a.number of dispositions.and spec_ial ~ecis10ns. 
The part-time schools and courses co-ordmate their time-ta~le 
with ithe working hours, so that the wor~ers can attend studies 
without harming their jobs. The evemng or con·espondence 
courses are open three itimes a week. 

By decision of the Council of Ministers, Februar~ 20,_ 1_970, 
for the revision and amendment of the previo:is disposit10ns, 
the workers and ·employees, who attend evem~g courses or 
correspondence cournes in the s.econdary and higher scho?ls, 
work reduced hours - a 6-hours work-day without reduction 
of pay, whereas those who ,attend the 8-year schools have a 
weekly reduction of 3 hours work. . . 

The workern have the right to an extra paid leave to sit 
for examinations: b" f th 

- 3 days to sit for an ··examination for each su Ject o e 
8-year :and secondary schools; the total leave cannot be ex-
tended beyond 15 days a year; . . . 

. _ 20 days to sit for examinati~ns _in the higher evening 
schools 8 days to sit for final exammat10ns at the end ~f the 
8-year 'school (both the outside candidate and the pupils of 
the evening courses); . 

_ 25 days to sit for examinations at the end of the year 
of higher studies (correspondence course~); . 

_ 8 days to sit for all the final exammations of the 8-year 
school evening course; . . d b h 

_ 25 days to sit for the state exammat10ns an ac e-
lor's examinations in the higher evening schools, and 30 days 
for the defence of a thesis. 

2S -· ll 7 A 
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In the context of the measures for the strengthening; 
the mass character of the school, great efforts are 
train thousands of teachers. 

Favourable conditions of study 
; 

The socialist state gives all th\:! possibilities for the wo .· 
ing people and their children to go to school. Education , 
Albania is· free of charge for all .categories of schools. 
state invests considerable funds in this sector. In fact, at 
pres·ent stage the state spends in four days as much as vl 
spent for the same purpose in the whole year in 1938. 
training of a cadre costs the state more than 24,000 leks 
the four years of his studies in the faculty. . 

The pupils and students pay no fees of any kind, on t · 
contrary, many of them have state bursaries. 

Under the anti-popular regimes of· the past, the s 
accorded just a ridiculous number of bursaries, and th 
who benefited from them were, in general, the sons of t 
rich, beys, aghas, big merchants; Only in extremely rare c 
could the sons of the workers, or peasants benefit state b 
saries. 

After Liberation, the socialist state, in its efforts ito p . 
mote education and to encourage the broad masses to atte · 
schools, has continuously extended the system of bursari 
so that at present thousands of higher school students a ' 
about just as many pupils of other schools benefit sta 
bursaries. · 

In a number of cities and work centres there are haste 
in which the children of workers' and peasants' large Jamili ... 
live and study. The hostels ofter all the possibilities for th 
physical and moral development of children: \boarding, lodgin . 
cultural aT\d sports facilities, etc. 

Amongst other things, the hostels cultivate the love o 
work among the ·school children who carry out themselv 
all the services in the dormitories and dining-halls. 

In the distribution of bursaries, especially in the agricul 
tural specialities, priority is given to the children of the pea"'.'· 
sants, especially to the young 'girls, and, ,aibove all to th · 
children of the peasants living in the remote zones of the 
country. Afta- finishing school, they return to their villag 
and work in the profession for which they have studied. 
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Besides this, the state has opened catering and other units, 
such as baths, laundries, etc free of , charge for pupils and 
students. Pupils and students benefit price reductions also for 
cultural activities. Apart from the bursary, which guarantees 
food and lodging for the students and pupils, the state provides 
a certain category of them with books and ,clothing free of 
charge. · 

Great attention is attached to the cultured recreation of 
the pupils and students, through the organization of various 
activities for the ideologkal, cultural, artistic and scientific 
educations of the youth. 

On the green hills commanding the capital is nestled the 
student town, with the cinema palace, a spacious modern build
ing at the foot of the hiH. It has a rich library, halls for cop.
ferenres and in-doors sports activities as well as a bar. The 
students organize discussions and meetings on social and 
scientific problems there. The students' artistic groups carry on 
their regul,ar activities. The «Student>> sports club, which has a 
membership of hundreds of sportsmen and sportswomen, has 
frequently been honoured wi,th medals and diplomas in the 
various national sports activities. 

The development of socialist democracy in the 
Albanian school 

The revolutionization of the school is connected with the 
method of direction of all school activities. In Albania th<;: 
bureaucratic .and technocratic -concept that the education and 
school are the exclusive field of the teaching staff has been 
replaced with the concept that the problems of the school 
concern the entire society and people. T'his principle is 
realized in practice through the application of the worker 
control and the line of the masses and the principle of social
ist democracy in handling all the questions related with the 
popular education, not only inside the school, but also in so
ciety. In this manner the effective control of the working 
class is ensured in this field, too. 

The Albanian school is guided by the principle of demo
cratic centralism. The strengthening of centralized state direc
tion of the educational system and the direetion of the school 
by a single body does not exclude the line of the masses in 
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this field, on the contrary, it emphasizes the broad im 
n:i~nta~ion of the line of the masses; it requires a broad p 
ticipat10n of the school and student youth together with · 
working masses in the management of the school. This·' 
realized according to democratic methods which make sc :· 
discipline a conscious discipline. .• 

The deepening of socialist democracy in the Alban··· 
school is reflected in the measures for the democratization:;· 
the internal school life, the revolutioniZation of the relati 
between teachers and students, the enhancement of the · 
of youth and young pioneers' organizations in the school ·· 
adoption of the mass labour actions as a method of educ~ti
These measures, which go beyond the framework of the sch 
make . the school a~d student youth a revolutionary mot', 
force m the whole life of the country. The internal life in t 
Albanian school is directed by the norms of socialist de · 
cr~C_Y, th~ ~1~er:gthening of the proletarian discipline, and 
spirit of mitiative of the pupils and students, by the revo ·· 
tI~nar:Y collaboration. between them and the teaching staff. · 
this field, the establishment of correct relations between t 
pupils and students, on the one hand, and their teachers, · 
the other, has great importance. The pupil at school is n, 
regarded only as a simple object to be taught but rather '' 
the subject of the whole process of study ~nd educatio 
~etween the teachers and their pupils exist new work rel 
hons, free from th~ b.ureaucratic and formalist spirit. T · 
c~ass-:rx:ioms and auditoriums are common places of debate ia 
disc~ss1on. The solution of many important problems co " 
cernm~ th~ t~a~hers and the students, such as the progra . 
of studies, mdiv1dual work, examinations, etc is found throui( 
common efforts. 

J:?ebates, often originating from a wall-poster, get under. 
way. i? a~ animated spirit in the enlarged meetings with th· 
participation of the teachers and pupils and students an 
oft(;m with guests invited to participate and contribute in th· 
discussions. 

All the old programs of the higher schools of the countr 
were ~aken up for discussion and minute examination by th· 
collectwes of students and their youth organizations. So, the' 
programs bear the stamp of the sugge~tions and requirement 
of the students. . 

. The pupils and students, together with their teachers, 
discuss the methods of teaching and control of their knowledge" 
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in a spirit of collaboration. After the classes, the teachers 
usually draw the opinion of the pupils and students as to the 
method of the explanation of the new lesson, etc. Special con
sultations are organized and the suggestions of the pupils and 
students are readily reflected on the work of teachers. 

From time to time the students make criticisms of the 
conservative methods of teaching, the lectures written and 
read in a stereotyped manner. Revolutionary, advanced sug
gestions and proposals have been advanoed by the students 
in connection with the criteria of the control of knowledge. 
Old forms of control, which only skim over phenomena, which 
fail fo assess the fundamental knowledge acquired by the 
students and pupils, but which only serve to overload their 
mind with futile and negligible facts, have been discarded. 

The organization and orientation of the school life, mainly 
in the secondary and higher schools, is based on the spirit 
of ini;tiative of the pupils rand .students. They express this con
cretely during the classes and after classes at the hostel and 
outside school, in all their school activities. It is they who 
organize control of school attendance, who ensur·e the cleanli
ness of the school and its environment, care for the common 
property of the school, organize cultural, artistic and sports 
activities, etc. The school life is organi:z;ed on the basis of the 
initiative of the pupils and students in a sound revolutionary 
spirit of cooperation, unity and solidar:ity, communist friend
ship among them, and between them and all the teaching and 
administrative staff of the school. 

The principle .of initiative is expressed in the fact that 
the pupils and students themselves elect their representatives to 
the different levels of school life on an organizational, peda
gogical, cultural and political plane, without encroaching on 
the attributes of the state organs. This increases the role and 
activity of the youth and pioneers' organization in the school. 
An example that illustrates this phenomenon is the University 
of Tirana. 

The «Student Town» attached to the University is admini-
stered by the central council of students, which is a represen
tative body of the students of each department of the Univer
sity. Its duty is to raise the problems of th~ students and to 
take back to them the important decisions taken by the 
council of the department. As a general rule, the secretary 
of the committee of the youth organization of the department 
participates, in the quality of the representative of the youth, 
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in all the n:eetings of the department. Frequently the dep · 
ment takes important decisions on the basis of proposals m · 
by the students in the meetings of the youth organization· 

The goal of all these measures and innovations is to ra 
the level of t~e students' formation, to raise stlll higher 
level of consciousness of the students their self-control 
discipline in the. work for the acquisition of knowledge. 

'!'he deepenmg of democracy presupposes the stre ··· 
thenmg of proletarian discipline at work both on the p 
of the teachers and the pupils and students. The introduct~ 
~nd stren~thening of such discipline requires <the developm · 
~n the highest level possible, of criticism and self-critic" " 
m the masses of teachers, pupils and students as well as 
strengthening of general control on the scho~l work. 

In this context, strengthening of the links between t 
~chool and the parents of pupils and students is of gr 
~~por~nce. Pare?ts are invited to take active part in t · 
discuss10n of various problems. They make their contributi. 
to the various fields of school life, to make sure that t · 
school advan~es, and their children make progress. t 
. In Afbania all the problems of the students and the yout' 
m g:me~al, are solved in the conditions of the complete ha 
momzat10n of the social interests with .the individual interes ' 
of the students. and the youth. I· 

The Allbaman students, after graduating have no pro ' 
lem. of emi:il~Y_ment. They are often given a jolb even ibefor. 
havmg defm1tively graduated, because the needs of th 
peopl.e's economy .for qualif~ed ~adres are continuously in.\ 
creas~ng. Co~struchon work is. gomg on all over the countryl 
The msecunty about the possibility of finding a job at the
end of t.heir studies which torments all young people an 
students m the capitalist countries, is an unknown phenomenon' 
in Albania. ' 

During the 5th Five-year Plan education has further' 
?eveloped, about 30 inhabitants in every 1,000 attended school: 
m 1975, the class proletarian spirit and the revolutionary edu-' 
cation of ,the school youth have been strengthened through the' 
implemen~ation of the three ~omponents of the new system 
of :e~ucation: lessons, productive work, physical and military, 
tram mg. · 

~n the years of the 6th Fi.ve-year Plan (1976-1978) a new, 
and i~portant step forward was made in the development of•· 
educat10n. The number of pupils and students, of kindergart• 
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ens and schools increased. The deepening of the process of 
the revolutionization of the school, according to the line of 
the Party, for the formation of the new revolutionary man, 
endowed with' a Marxist-Leninist materialist outlook, devoted 
to the cause of the revolution and socialism and ready to 
serve the rpeople and the Homeland everywhere he is needed 
and called upon, has 'been ·the main task of our school. 

In the 6th Five-year .Plan the mass character of the school 
was further. deepened. As for the 8-year school, the objecti~e 
has been to ensure its !'egular attendance by the pupils 
and at the same time to raise its qualitativ·e level. The se
condary school, especially the vocati<.mal one, has assumed a 
more extensive character. Lower vocationai school and 
qualification courses witnessed further development, training 
more qualified workers needed in the different branches of 
the economy, especially in agriculture, the mines., the oil i~
dustry, geological services and construction. Apart from this, 
the training of the higher cadres has been realized in con
formity with the needs of the present and future in the various 
branches of the economy and culture and dependent on the 
possibilities of the state. 



Chapter six 

CULTURE 

Culture is the total pattern of material and spiritual .) 
lues cr,eated and developed by mankind over its histo 
Every people, regardless of numbers, contribute to the treas 
of wo~ld culture. In_ the course of their existence and develo' 
ment 1~ the centui;.es, our people, small in numbers as th 
are, still have written indelible ipages in the great b ·· .. 
?f the material and spiritual culture of the peoples whi.' 
is preserved and enriched by the generations. · ' . ·: 
. . The ancestors of the Albanians and those peoples who · ' 
habited the territories which from ancient times were th; 
cradle of world culture, used their cultural patrimon 
as '~ means of communication with the neighbouring peo le 
Plymg the seas on 1Jheir light crafts the myr· hp ., d 'th th ' ' 1ans exc a.n 
e w1 . em not only material values but also their son ' 
and dances, all the great patrimony which permitted the ·· 
to be understood by them and to form links of friendship wit · 
them. 

In the Balkan~ and beyond its territory there are numerS 
o~s elements. commg from the culture of the ancient inha} 
b1tants of this territory. And inversely, the Albanian culture' 
has borrowed many motives from the culture of other pea--' 
pl es. · · 

The exch~ng'~ of cultural values, the reciprocal loans of : 
the best realizations of the progressive peoples' culture a , 
conveyer of lofty social ideals, is a process inherent in the · 
develop~ent of cult~re. Culture, its most r,emarkable achieve- .· 
ments m the material and spiritual fields, cannot remain a ;, 
~onopol~ of some pe~ple; they are always put in the service , 
o mankmd and contribute to its progress. 

CULTURE 409 

Today, nearly four decades after the overthrow of the 
exploiting classes, the Albanian people have been working for 
the building of socialism, the cr:eation of a new culture, the 
great art of socialist realism, of a national form and socialist 
content. This opens great perspectives of cultural exchanges 
between our people and the progressiv·e peoples all over the 
world. And this not only because of the favourable political 
and social conditions that have been created after the popular 
revolution, which have given a powerful impulse to the crea
tive genius of the masses, to the qualitative and quantitative 
development of culture, but also because of its contents. Our 
socialist culture is imbued with the progressive ideals of our · 
epoch, the ideals of the liberation of human society of all 
oppression and exploitation, the ideals of the construction of 
a classless society, which opens infinite horizons to the all
round development of society and the individual. Socialist. 
culture in Albania has a profound class and internationalist 
character. Its ideological base is Marxism-Leninism. Therefore, 
it is very close to the broad masses of working people all 
over the world and v·ery easy for all of them to grasp. 

Besides, the Albanian socialist culture, in the course of 
its development, has relied on the achievements of the past 
generations and their contribution to the treasury of the pro
gressive national and world culture. It appropriates the best 
cultural and artistic creations, those which, from progressive 
and democratic positions, express the aspirations and dreams 
of the many generations of our country and those of the other 
peoples. These borrowings, of course, are not decisive in de
termining the features of our new cultur·e, or its existence, 
they only make it richer. 

However, these favourabloe premises to the extension of 
cultural exchanges between the Albanian people and the 
other peoples of the world, have been darkened by the so
cial, political and ideological aims of the reactionary classes 
and groups in power in the other countries. Their aims are 
opposed to the internationalist character which the cultural 
contacts amongst various peoples must have. Behind the slo
gan of the «free circulation of cultures» are hidden old . 
ambitions, plans of assimilation, which the reactionary circles 
concoct against Albania, and which are combined witD, the 
anti-socialist plans aimed at turning the wheal of history 
backwards. This is why, in its policy of cultural exchanges, 
the people's power in the PSR of Albania has always been 
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.guided by the class principles and has never opened 
doors to the penetration of the decadent modern cul 
-an? 8:.rt. On the contrary, it has declared war on them aU, a'. 
this ~s part ?f. the uninterrupted ideological struggle wh' 
Marxism-Lemmsm wages against its enemies on the ideo' 
gical front. 

In the report to the 7th Congress of the FLA, Com ., 
Enver Hoxha pointed out, «The Party has shown cons ·· 
·care that cultur·e, literature and art develop in a pure and sou 
~tmosphere, that they follow the revolutionary transfor ·_·._ 
t10r.is ~f the country step by step and steadily strengthen th · 
socialist .conte~t, their militant charader, their ,popular sp" 
~nd therr national features ... True art strengthens its i 
novatory f.eatures and achieves a high artistic level wh · 
it embo~lres. a revolutionary content and is guided by t ·. 
·commumst ideals; Therefore, the continuous strengtheni 
of proletarian partisanship remains a basic task for the d ·· 
velopment of our culture and art, for their advance on t ' 
road of socialism... With its revolutionary ideals and i 
obj:ec~ives o~ serving socialism and the people, our arts .. 
socialist r·eahsm towers above the degenerate decadent, bou 
geois and !1evisionist art, counterposes itself to its reactionar . 
pessimistic and capitulationist philosophy. Literature and t 
arts. in ~he Soviet Union have been placed under the comple 
dommat10n of the new bourgeoisie, and the writers and artis 
have turned into a caste in the service of the counter-revolu'' 
tio~ a?d t~e . chauvinist . and expansionist policy of Sovi , 
social-imperi.a~ism .. Negat10n of the major social problem. 
themes. o~ disillusionment and bourgeois humanism, complet · 
renuncia.t10n of the positive hero, lack of any revolutionary 
perspective, are characteristic of the revisionist literature' 
and the arts. . . · 

. Our socialist culture has never shut itself away in its 
nat10nal. shell. It has profited from the best achievements ot 
progressive world culture, and on its part, being the bearer' 
?f o~r people's ideals of freedom, independence and social-j, 
ism, it. ~as been and .is close to other peoples as well.» 

Si:>mtual culture is a~ways the culture of a given epoch,. 
of a given people and a given class in a given social environ- -
ment. In the society with antagonistic classes, a single, com- , 
mon c.ulture has not ~nd could. i:ot have existed. Being the· .. 
reflect10n of the various conditions of the life and class 
:struggle, culture inevitably has a class character. Therefore, 
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in every state with antagonistic cla-sses there exist two cultu
res: on the one hand, the culture of the oppressed and the 
exploited who aspire towards freedom and progress ~d who 
fight for the ideals enunciated by the culture to which the 
futur,e belongs, and on the other hand, the cultul'e which ex
presses the ideas of the ruling classes and which, as such, has 
an anti.;humanitarian and anti-popular character. Comrade 
Enver Hoxha has said: «Not only have we nothing to learn 
from this culture, not only have we no reason to int~odu~e 
it into the masses and the youth, but also we must re1ect it 
with scorn and fight it with determination.» 

«We have always appreciated the revolutionary, progres
sive and revolutionary art of other peoples,» says Comrade 
:Enver Hoxha, «both of the past and of the current centur~. 
We shall also profit from it in a criitical manner, because this 
is useful to the cultural development of the masses, to their 
ideological and aesthetic education and to the formation . in 
them of tastes that resist the degenerate and vulgar bourgeois
revisionist influences. Only the revolutionary progressive and 
democratic culture and art should be the object of cultural 
exchanges between peoples.» 

The cultural exchanges between the PSR of Albania. a?d 
the other countries and peoples are the object ~f t?e ~ctiyity 
of a number of organizations and state and social mstitut10ns 
in Albanria. . . 

The Albanian people, small in numbers, but great i.n spi-
ritual wealth after centuries of oppression and exploitation 
and a life of' poverty, always encircled by enemies but ready 
to defend at the cost of their blood their honour, freedom and 
independence, their cultural and sp~ritual p~trimo~y, have 
known how to break the defying silence with which they 
have been surrounded, and they have succeeded in making 
themselves heard in the history of mankind. · . 

Thanks to the far-sighted policy of the. PLA, Alban~a 
today enjoys a great prestige in the internat10nal. arena; it 
has friends and well-wishers all over the w~r~d; fr1er.ids w~o 
respect it and extend to it the hand of m1htant friendship 
and revolutionary solidarity. 

The development of education, culture, science, the arts 
and sports in the PSR of Albania has created ever better 
conditions for the uninterrupted development of cultural rela
tions with otlher countries. 

As an active member of the great international com-
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munity, the Albanian people are interested in the 
m~nt of the creative thought in the field of art lt 
~cien~e; they b_enefit from the development of ~~~d u~~lt 
~~ ~r ;:~ to enrich the fund of their national culture and wit 

th
eirt ent and work they make thei[" own contribution . 
e reasury of world culture. · 

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania cL 
tural exchanges with a number of countries. evelOJ:)S 

The ancient cultural traditions of 
the Albanian people 

d The arc?aeological finds in Albania are used not just t 
a d _to the li~t of catalogues. On the first place, the serve t ' 
confirm the m~xhaustible talent and genius of they people i' 
the. past, _to give fresh proof of the existence of the Al' 
ba_n~an :iat10nal traditions, they are ever fresh testimony to th· 
ongmality of our people's culture. 

t 
Fortea lo

11
ng tiJ:?e in the past and even today in its effor 

o nega a merit to .A:lbania 1 b · · ' belitUed the histor f th n P~P e, ourgeo1s science ha ' 

1 
Y 0 e Albaman people and ignored th 

reso ute struggle they 'ha ed . d , · ve wag m the centuries for inde ' 
p:en ence and f~eedom. For centuries on end reactionar 1, 
circles have demed AJtbania the right f · t Y) st t d h . o exis ence as a 
trfr:o'nyan ·f ~vtse disregarded the spiritu. al and cultural paJ 

0 I people In the · · f · :.; 
authors Albania is · . · · opimon o the bourgeois;1 
mountain tribes. . a r·eg10n peopU!d by ignorant and savage, 

These absurd theori·es were concocted in order t . ff·.··· 
~~d <fg~~ t~e a_ggressive policy of the ~mperialisi° ~~~~r; 

"':ar s ama, «to prove» the need for them t . , , 
~=i.r tutelage on Albania. in order to encourage its od~:)~s=; 
thentA~,~~nI:nognreast~· Afll tlus ~as a desrerate effoI"t to repla~e< 
. wna rpatnmony with r 

hfe, to a~similate the Albanians as a na~~n aT~~ :way _ot·f, 
apparent m the work of . b . . is qui e. 

:~~!,di~~~s 't~i~f i~e obsc~r;~te;eg~~!0~~11~~~~h~~~~oj~~~~; 
aims rather than :c:!~ti;i~p!~::~~: were guided by political ·. 

to th~h~o~i~li~~e ~a:~~~ty ~~c~~eolog~stst did nothing to show 
e anc1en monuments con~rved 
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in the Illyrian territory, but only sent them stealthily to 
Italy to fill their museums and to give more credibility to 
their utterly erroneous thesis about «the Roman origin of the 
culture' of the Albanian people». Their aim was to make the 
others believe that, if the Albanial;l. territory had valuable 
monuments of ancient culture, this was only an imported 
culture. Misinterpreting the results of the various finds, the. 
official propaganda of Mussolini tried to prove that the IHyrian 
tribes were culturally backward, that only the Romans had 
brought to their territory a real culture, and that following 
the example of ancient Rome and later Venice, the allegedly 
only promoters of progress in this «primitive land», fascist 
Italy undertook the «Salvation» of Albania. 

The inflexible resistance to .the idelogical pressure of 
the imperialist powers, as well as the struggle for the pre
servation and development of national traditions and culture, 
have always been linked with the movement for national and 
social liberation. In the course of centuries of struggle for 
freedom and independence, the Albanian has used the sword 
and the pen, the riifle and the book. 

The walls of ancient castles, amphitheatres, and temples 
are not only wonderful tourist sites. They bear witness to 
the development of the arts and culture during the years of 
the people's power, and !'eject all attempts on the part of 
foreign occupiers to negate the Albanian ;people's contribu
tion to the treasury of world culture. These traces of 
ancient culture stand in strong defiance to all the attempts 
of the imperialist powers at assimilating the Albanian people 
who have resisted them successfully and have completely 
rejected the myth of the incapacity of the Albanians to develop 
independently. They are also a source of inspiration, which 
strengthens their confidence in their own forces for the de
velopment of their creative faculties. The struggle against 
the harmful foreign influences is an indispensable condition 
for the existence and development of national culture, because 
the spread of these influences creates a smothering atmosphere 
for the dev·elopment of the national arts and culture. Vice
versa, the strengthening of the national character helps 
resist harmful foreign influences, impedes their spread and bars 
the road to their penetration, excludes the possibility of the 
development of decadent modernist trends. Hence, great 
importance is attached to th2 safeguarding of the cultural tradi
tions and to the raising of the socialist and national spirit of 

I 
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our art and literature high I A . . 
not only as a simple ro~· n lbama this question is s 
important political que~tion e~~~hm~t.hod:l but also as 'r 
freedom and independence of th . irec y concerns . 
ment of a profoundly social1's.1- e ltHomeland, and the devel 

'" cu ure and art. 

Archaeological finds 

Archaelogical finds es · 11 h 
date, are testimon " pec1~ y t ose of the more rec 
Albanian people, ~~~seth! ~~c~ef t cultura~ ti:aditions of 
and rich as their centuries-~o ena . culture is Just as anci . 
types of culture of antiquity ~g hisJory i The most influentii 
of Albania and have left th . atve eve oped on the territo, 

Th e1r races on 1t , 
e territory of Albania ha b . · . ·', 

palaeolithic, and iits inhabitants has ~.end mhab1ted from t •. 
that have taken place in the B ll;e ive through the even 
rope. The Illyrians had seen t· a ansf and South-eastern E 
prosperity. From ancient . imes 0 ec~:z:omic and cultu ., 
Ap<;>llonia, Aulon, Dyrrachiu~~~ the . cities. of Buthr:ot 
regions and the cities of Scodr: c~~mos, etc m the maniti . 
etc in the interior, prospered :i~on,Al~su~, Phoin.ike, Amanthf' 
cavations made so far ha b ~ h arua~ territory. The e 
numents, temples with i:: roug t to light numerous mo' 
different styles, theatr·e: a~~s ~rig. column~ with chapels · 
modate thousands o{ spect t s mms :Vhich could accon{ 
libraries, etc. A great numba orsf, .gYll171a~m. ms, public place$ er o mscnptions 1be · . · 
names, and other objects of Ill . . . , · armg var10u 
ed. All this proves the · ynan ongm have lbeen unearth · 
th. an the Greek and ' ReoxistEmce lof an rnyrian culture older· 
d

. tari.. . man cu tures and h . . 
ispu 1ule influence on them. . ' avmg an in•, 

In the recent years be 'd th ,: 
~hich is situated in the S~u~~-eae prehistori~ site of Maliq, 
b1ted centres, one in the Tre ·~~ern Albama, other inha
Prespa e Vogel Lake anoth n :vi age, on the edge of the' 

· ' er m Kamnik · th ' region, have been discovered At T ' m e Kolonja ·• 
found traces of lire from th B ren the archaeologists have:> 
Middle Ages. Painted vases e ronze Age up till the Early, 
prove this quite amply. The d:! tyr~cota found in these sites•• 
trade of the Dassaretes, an Ill ~~ ac i:re of vas:es was the main 
-~t Kamnik, the recent excav!tion~ ~~be p~oplmg .this region. ' 
lmks between this settlement and th ~e tf rowr: light on the ' a 0 Maliq. And again 
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1t was the Dassaretes who set up the Lin settlement on the 
west ·coast of the Ohri Lake near Pogradec. Built in the begin
ning of the 1st millennium before our era, it was inhabited up 
till the Early Middle Ages. Amongst other finds, worth men
tioning are eight mosaic floors of great artistic value disco
vered iri a palaeo-Christian basilica. 

North-west of Pogradec, in the outskirts of the Selca vil-
lage, numerous traces of another ancient Illyrian settlement 
have been found. Numerous archaeological objects, consisting. 
mainly of fragments of vases of the vavious historical periods, 
whole vessels, craters, amphoras, bronze objects, fibulae, iron 
spear-heads, as well as coins minted in Dyrrachium and Ma
cedonia, dating from the 3rd and 21Ild centuries before our era 
have been discovered. Other decorative objects, manufactured .. 
with skill and taste, which speak of the development of handi
crafts in this region, were also found there. Besides, five tombs 
have been discovered, amongst them the most important is. 
that known as number 4 tomb, which is completely hewn 
in the rock. The exterior of the tomb i.s decorated with. 
eight Ionic columns with capitals. On the right-hand side, in 
the space between the first and the second column, there is 
a relief casque under a bull head, and to the left, between the· 
first and the second column, a typically Illyrian shield. The 
name of the new settlement has not yet been identified, but . 
there is every indication to believe that this settlement must 
be the Illyrian city of Pelion. 

In the vicinities of Petrela, situated a few kilometres 
south of Tirana, tracts of the walls of another unidentified 
Illyrian settlement show above the ground. Besides the ancient 
encircling walls, other important objects, foundations of houses 
with sev,eral divisions, i:Jhe hearth of a chimney piece and a 
monumental fountain have been found. 

The best conserved parts of the encircling wall consist of 
two towers 'situated at the south and north extremities of the 
city. The south tower, 58 metres long and 12 metres wide, re
presents the most important construction standing in the 
citadel. The walls reach as high as 7 metr1es and have been 
built of 10 rows of stone blocks 0.85 metres high, and 2.30 · 
metres long. These blocks have been so perfectly arranged that 
in many cases it is very difficult to distinguish the connec-
tion. 

1 

Excavations have been going on for several years in a 
cemetery in the region of Kukes, in North-eastern Albania, 
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a region which in the ancient time was part of the territory of 
the Illyrian tribe of the Dardanians. The archaeologists have 
found that the tumuli of this region, judging from the manner 
of construction, the interment and funeral objects, have 
everything in common with t he other monuments of this kind 
discovered in Albania. This proves the cultural and ethnical 
peculiarity and unity of the Illyrians, and shows the futility 
of t!he ·efforts of some foreign archaeologists to present the 
Illyrians as a population of heterogenous ethnical and cultural 
comiposi tion. 

The excavations made in 1Jhe course of years in the 
ruins of the ancient city of Jerma, in the vicinity of the Sa
raqinisht village, in the region of Gjirokastra, call special at
tention. Research and the finds made in this village permit the 
archaeologists to identify the name of this ancient City: Anti
gonea. '1t is situated on two hillocks, which constitutes a 
particularity in the fortified settlements of the Illyrian cities. 
The work carried out in this place shows that this city 
of South IHyria has also 'had a great economic, social and 
cultural development from the 6th to the 2nd century. Exten
ding oveir 45 hectares, this city must have been one of the 
principal centres of the region. 

The ruins of another ci1ty, the mediaeval centre of Darda, 
situated in the valley of lower Drin River, east of Shkodra, 
have become an important excavation si·te. Two concentric 
walls, which encircled the city, still subsist in a clear tract, 
and buildings and streets, although ravaged by the five cen
turi·es of Ottoman occupation, can be seen clearly. The 
excavations have also brought to light other objects, such as 
vases of terracota, decorative objects, work tools, coins, etc. 

Next in importance to the objects found in Maliq, the 
archaeological finds of Tren are substantial support for the 
thesis according to which the Illyrians are autochthonous in 
1Jhe Balkans. New data confirm that the Illyr1ans had settled 
in the Albanian territory during the first millennium before our 
era and, above all, that their urban culture must be regarded 
as the superstructure of a slave-owning society. All these ele
ments are new proof that the Illyrians were never Romanized, 
that t he Albanians are the descendants of the Illyrians and 
have inhabited this territory without interruption. 



Thousands of new dwelling houses are built every 
year in city and country. 



Kruja, monument dedicated to Skanderbeg, our National 
Hero, who in the 15th century organized in Kruja tt.e 
legendary struggle of the Albanian people against · 

t¥ Ottoman invaders. 

Pogradec, a picturesque health resort on the shore of the 
Ohri Lake over 700 metres above sea level. 
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Outstanding figures 

The Albanian people, like all the other peoples, by de
veloping their national culture and art, have made their 
contribution to the treasury of world culture. Though rela
tively small in numbers, they have produced many people 
who have distinguished themselves in the field of arts and 
letters, in science and philosophy. 

In the conditions of foreign occupation, a number of out
standing men, in whom Albania takes pride, were forced to 
emigrate to foreign countries, where they have left immortal 
works testifying to their talent and skill. 

The Early Middle Ages in Albania was characterized by 
a vigorous development of cities. Many castles, palaces, towers 
and fortified works weire built at that time. Albania was the 
birthplace of distinguished master builders. Architectufle a:nd, 
parallel with it, sculpture and painting, which, as in the other 
countries of Europe, wore complementary to it, rose to inew 
heights. The renown of the Albanian master builders .~pread 
beyond the borders of the country, they were much sought 
after in the Balkans for the construction of churches, mona
st.eries, bridges and fortresses. 

The names of many ancient Albanian masters have re
mained unknown, because at that time works of art were 
generally unsigned. However, the names of ceritain Albanian 
artists who excelled in their activity, have survived. In 1295 
master Progon Zguri supervised the building of the churches 
of Sa'int Clement and Saint Mary in Ochrid. By the end of 
the 14th century Pjeter Dahni directed the construction of 
several monumental buildings in Shkodra. The archives of 
this period make mention of the outstanding masters Radovani 
and Vladanji, who worked on several buildings which are 
still standing on the coast of Dalmatia. 

Among the many Albanian masters of this time, the 
architect Miho Tivarasi and the sculptor Andrea Aleksi were 
most remarkable. · 

Information about the life and work of Miho Tivarasi 
is very scanty and insufficient to construct his biography. He 
lived in the 14th Century and the only sure thing that can be 
said of him is his origin, which the Dalmatian historians them
selves admit to be Albanian, and his burial place. 

Miho Tivarasi iq the architect of the monastery of Ragusa, 

27 - 117 A 
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which is consindered among the finest specimens 
ture in Dalmatia. 

For many years Andrea Aleksi collaborated with :, 
Italian master Nicola Fiorentini. ':Draces of this fruitful . 
laboration have been discovered in Zara, in some portal~" 
great beauty, as well as in Tremiti, where the stat', 
lunettes reliefs and festoons of the facade of the churcij; 
Saint Mary ave said to be his work. . ·;, 

The activity of Andrea Aleksi, stretching over a peno(I, 
sixty years, proves that he is not a figure in vo~ue . f ' 
given period but one who has made himself a plac~ m his 
Fiv,e centuri,es after this artist ad0rned these regions of 
matia and Italy with his works, his name has survived 
his glory has not diminished. . 

The list of the Albanian artists and masters of this e , 
is not limited to the above mentioned names. According'/,: 
the Dalmatian historian, Professor Gelecic, only in the 1 , 
Century one region of Northern Albania produced more , '. 
forty remarkable painters. ,,Many are the works,» he sa ,. 
«Which today are attributed to the Dalmatians, but which-f\ 
fact have been produced by the Albanian masters.» . :'.• 

All these Albanian artists did not emerge from noth' 
they were not the product of accident, but_ were formed · 
the local tradition. Their great numbers testify to the flo 
shing of the arts in Albania during this epoch. The stru . 
of the Albanian people against the Ottoman hordes, wh1 
went on for about one hundred years (1385-1479) ruined , 
prosperous towns and nearly all the monuments of the cou 
~y. ' 

After the occupation of the country by the Ottomans, m ' 
of those Albanian artists who could not emigrate, were tak~. 
to Constantinople to rebuilt the ruined city. Among them _w ,, 
the master Kristodoklo from Berat, who was surnamed Sm , 
Aga. The sources of the time make m~ntion of him as bein,, 
the architect in charge of the construction work of the << Y entr 
djami» and of the buildings around it. In thi~ epo~h, Hoxh 
Kasem distinguished himself, too. Helped by his assistant an 
fellow-countryman Meremtc;i Mustafa Aga, he built . th,·. 
grand monument of <Nalide Sultaniye» near t~e Galata Bridge· 
Sedef Qar Mehmet (Bic;akc;i), from Elbasan, is the author o 
the mosque near the splendid fountain of the Hi_PP?dron_r,,, 
(«Atmeydan») square and of many remarkable bmldmgs l 
Mecca. 
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The Albanian masters built many hydraulic works in 
various regions of the Balkans. As the prince of Moldavia 
Dimitri Cantemir writes, <<a glance at the aqueducts of Istan
bul is enough to convince one of the skill of the Albanian 
masters». 

After the occupation of the country, a number of out
standing Albanians left their country to settle in Dalmatia or 
Italy. Three generations of Albanian artists distinguished 
themselves in the «golden age» of Venetian architecture and 
sculpture and among them ,.the dinasty of the Albanesi of 
Urbini» played· a very important role in the intellectual, ar
tistic and political life of Italy for more than two centuries. 
Into this family were born several renowned sculptors and 
architects, such as Francesco Albanese and his sons Giovanni 
and Gerolamo, and his grandson Francesco, who embellished 
Vicenza Padova and Venice with their works. 

Th~re are no reliable data about the life and activity of 
Francesco. Giovanni was born in 1573, and received his 
first lessons from his father. In the beginning of his career 
he worked wi,th the celebrated Palladio. He finished the works 
of his master, the splendid startues which adorn the lodges of 
the palladian basilica, as well as the stair.case leading up to it. 
Giovanni produced the statues of the Capella del Rosario di 
Corona and the statue St. Joseph for the altar of «Saint 
Lawrence» in the cathedral, as well as two stone columns with 
the coat of Venice on the great square. Among the numerous 
Venetian construtions of Giovanni, worth mentioning are the 
Oratory of the Servites, the ~rch of triumph a~ t~e feet _of the 
staircase leading to Mt. Berncho. In 1619, agam m Vemce, he 
carved five statues for the facade of the cathedral of Saint 
George. '. 

Gerolamo worked on a series of sculptures of a mytholo
gical and religious character, most of them in the palaces of 
Vicenza and others in the Palladian basilica modelled after 
the im~ge of classical temples on the top of a hill in the 
outskirts of the town. Besides sculptural ornaments, Gerolamo 
designed the OratoTy of the Gonfalonieri in the cathedral, 
which he decorated with various reliefs. 

The inhabitants of Venice highly appraise the work of 
these remarkable artists. They compare them to Phidias and 
Polycletes. On their sarcophagi in the cathedral of San Lo
renzo where the most illustrious citizens of the town were 
buried, there is the epitaph "'Ille alter Phidias; hie Policletus 
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erat» (One was another Phidias, the other was another 
Jycletes). 

. Among the sculptors of Albanian origin worth mention: . 
is also Aleks Tarketa, who in 1480 carved one of the alta 
of the cathedral of Milan («Altare albanese»). 

In the art galleries of Italy there are numerous painti 
of another Francesco Albanese (1'6th oentury) from Kelme · 
(Northern Albanian - a master surnamed «the Anacreon · 
painting». . .. 

It is during this epoch that many Albanian humanis. 
carried out their activity in several European cities; th · 
distinguished themselves in different fields of literature a 
science. Let us .mention among the others, Marin Barl 
the first known biographer of Skanderbeg; Mari:i: Be~ike 
(1468-1526), still known as ·«Marino di Scutari», .author 
numerous Latin works ·and treatises, professor pf rheto 
and literature in Venice, Brescia, Padova and Ragusa. Anoth 
Albanian humanist, Gjon Gazulli, won renown in Ragu 
.as a cultural and political figure, as well as a mathematici 
and astronomer. After graduating the faculty of «liberal air 

in f>ladova, he maintained his thesis for Q.octorshii.p before 
jury including two A1banians, Gje:rgj Gaspari and Friar 
drea of Durres. He won great fame in Dalmatia, Italy a 
Hungary. Among the Albanian .humanists, the name of Leon . 
Tomeu (1456-1531), titular of the chair of philology in Padova; 
draws particular attention. He produced a great number ~· 
literary, philosophic, historical and other works'. which sh~ 
the breadth and depth of his knowledge. His compatno 
Maksim Artioti also distinguished himself among the stu ... 
dents of the same faculty. After a temporary residence il\~ 
several Italian towns, at the invitation of Ivan the Terribl~ 
he settled in ·Moscow, where he excelled as a journalist, writer: · 
Latinist, and Hellenist, as translator of numerous philosophic .' 
theological and other writings. . . .. 

The Turkish occupation brought about a break m all th 
artistic and cultural life of the country, although it did no, 
succeed in stifling the artistic talent and the creative capacit · 
of the Albanians. Little by little, the Albanian towns ros 
from their ruins. In the 16th century remarkable works o 
medieval art were still being produced. Such are, for example,; 
the paintings of Onufri of Elbasan, those of Nikolla, his sont1 

and of his collaborator Gjon. Worth mentioning are also the:· 
paintings of Dhimitri of Lin, of Mihal of Jerma (1662), and\ 

later, the paintings of David Selenica and his assistant, Kristo 
(1726), as well as those of the brothers Kostandin and Athanas 
Zografi (1744-1783), who, at rthe same time as the other artists, 
kept alive the ancient tradition of Albanian wall painting in 
churches, not only in their own country but also abroad. 
Sculpture and architecure developed rapidly along with pain
ting; let us mention here the master of carving Andon Kor
fuzani (1758) and the master builders Gega and Themel. 

In the field of music, a name, that of Jan Kukuzeli, 
renowned master of the Byzantine music, imposed itself. 
With his activity as a composer, singer, theoretician and re
former of music, he made a considerable contribution to the 
musical treasury of the epoch and paved the way for its 
further development. His pontemporaries surnamed him ~·!the 
second source of our music». 

Jan Kukuzeli was born in Durres between 1070 and 1075. 
His excellent voice and his musical talent attracted attention, 
and as a chtild, he wias sent to the .school of the imperial 
palace of Constantinople. Later,· he was made .. Master of the 
Imperial Chapel», a high position in the Byzantine Church 
hierarchy, being a conductor of the most important choir and 
organ ensemble of the Middle Ages. This title was given only 
to eminent a0:ists. This post enabled Kukuzeli to reveal the 
full scope of his extraordinary talent. As the Rumanian writer 
Jean Creoncou writes, he was a «pearl» capable to «bring a 
stony heart to tears». However the atmosphere of the palace 
was stifling to him. He left furtively and settled in a mona
stery at Mount Athos, where he devoted himself entirely 
to his art. . 

The little that is left from the heritage of Kukuzeli in the 
libraries of the East and West, testifies to his artistic genius 
and the richness of his talent. 

Jan Kukuzeli devoted himself to theoretical questions, 
too. Relying on the study of the works of earlier scholars on 
the rules of acoustics and musical esthetics, and of the pre
vious systems of musical notation, he invented a new system, 
called the «Kukuzeli system». This achievement alone was 
enough to perpetuate his name. . 

Jan Kukuzeli is also known as the author of many impor
tant works of the history of music, which place him at. the 
same level as the earliest teachers of this art. These works 
were very instructive about the theory of Byzantine music, 
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'~::. 
J.·s. therefore they were distributed in many copies throughO: " 

the Eastern churches. Copies of them are still extant in '-. 
archives and libraries of Italy, Austria, Germany, etc. .:~,: 

The Byzantine musical art is indebted to Jan Kukuz· 
fo[' «the system of musical circles», the important inven. · '' 
which represents the harmony relations of the various s 
As a composer, Kukuzeli produced a number of unforget 
pieces, which, due to their great beauty and power of in 
ration, were taken as models by the later hymnograph 
and sung for many centuries in the Orthodox monasteri 
churches and chapels of many countries. The Byzantine 
cuments attribute to him the music of the biblical psalm 
117, of the glorias No. 148, 149 and 150 and many musi · 
innovations in religious services. He wrote the woros f. 
many of his songs. "'" 

'I'he works of Kukuzeli occupy an impoI'tant pl:ace ~n t 
history of art and culture of Albania, although the politi 
cricumstances of the time compelled him to write in a fore· 
language and work on a foreign soil, devoting himself mos 
to church music, because, like most artists of the epoch, 
was not expected to display his talent in other domai 
NevePtheless, Kukuzeli was a progressive in the full mean· 
of the word, be it only in his important contribution to th~. 
development of music. · · ·(~ 

··l··~ 
Among the figures towering over 19th century life in Al-•· 

bani~ the ~?~t important is, indisputably, the renowned patriot' 
S~mi Frashen, also known as the most brilliant Turkologist of.'. 
his epoch. He was born on June, 5, 1850 in the village of Fra .. 
sheri, east of the town of Permet. He received his elementary: 
education in his native village in Turkish, Arabic and Persian. · 
In 1871 he graduated from the <<Zosimea» gymnasium of·· 
Janina, where he acquired a classical education. He devoted 
himself particularly to sciences and the study of Latin, Greek, 
Turkish, Arabic, Persian and F['ench. 

At the age of 23 he direct.eel the progressive review of 
Instanbul <-<Hadika» iand the journal «The East Interpreter», 
and published two plays which met w~th wide response, es
pecially among the youth. In 1875 he founded «Sabah .. , the 
first Turkish daily. 

He never ceased his activity until he died on ·June 18, 
1904 at his desk. 

Sarni Frasheri is the author of numerous political, phi-
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1 h . 1 literary and scientific works, school manuals, dic-
osop ica ' t umber of · 
tionaries and translations apart f!rom a gtrebalish~ 
articles. Six of his worlks, besides a~ ui:ipu · . man~
cript are wri'tten in Albanian, forty-rfive m T~rkis~, Arabic 

d 'French He translated into Turkish ~·A brief history of 
:ance», «Les Miserables» of Victor Hugo, ~n~ other. wo~~d 

This ardent patriot was· one of the mam i:deologists 
leaders of the Albania NationaQ Renaissa~ce. movement. H~ 
distinguished himself equally through his i~valuable con 
tribution in tlhe domain of Turkish and Arabi~ cultu.re and 
scienoe, as a . playwright, novie:list and writer~ Journahst an.~ 

hilosopher teacher and linguist, encyclopaedist and v1:1lgari 
~er of scie;ce. His first works in Turkish. and. Ar'.'1b~c ap
peared in the year. 188'5, a~d culn:inated with his dictionary 
~Kamusi Turki» first pubhshed m 1901. 

' In 1889 he 'began the publication of «~mul'ul Afam», 
one of the most important works in the 'I'urki~h lan~u~ge of 
the 19th century, a biographical and geog~.aphical dictionary 
in six volumes, the last of which appea~ed m 1.~~9. . . 

:Besides his published works, Sarni Frash~n .i~ said to 
have left numerous manuscripts, literary and scientific essays, 
which he did not live to see printed. . . 

Sarni Frasheri distinguished the Turkish invaders of Al
bania from the Turkish people. None of his nume~ous works 
served the occupier. On the contrary, because of hi~ progres
sive ideas he was cons'tantly persecuted by the Sublime Portet 
In 1874 he was interned in Tripoli, und~r the C?nstan 
surveyance of the police. After the . publicat1;on of h1~ book 

Alb · What It Was Is and Will Ee» m Albanian he 
" aniaf~ d to his resid~nce and virtually under house arrest. 
was con me k t' ted h'm highly The progressive elements in Tur eyes ima i . · 
The Turkish writer Ahmet . ~hsan, i1:1: ·~ necrology entitled e;~ 
Cruel Loss», describes .Sarni Frashen ias a «great ~ast . . · 
·«Sarni Frasheri is the only Ottoman writer whose scientific 
works have won the admiration of everyon~.>> 

Among the eminent figures of Albaman culture, who 
with their talent contributed to the treasury of wor~d cul~ye, 
a plac~ of honour belongs to the actor Aleksander Moism, 
who won great fame throughout the world. . . . . . 

The Turkish occupation and the economic d1fficult1~s 
forced the father of A[eiksand~r Moisiu, like many .. of :~: 
com atriots, to emigrate to Trieste, where ~eksander 

p A ·1 2 1880 In 1884 all the family returned to born on pn , . , 
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Albania. Little Aleksander at'tended a primary school in 
rres. In 1890 the family left Albania for Trieste, and th· .. 
to Graz, in Austria. Aleksander finished the secon · 
school and then for some time attended 
Conservatory of Vienna. 

Aleksander Moisiu devoted all his life, all his genf 
to woTlld art and mankind. 

With the modulations of his voice, his perfect mimic' 
his. gestures, etc., his roles represent a comprehensive school; 
actmg. He was greatly admired by the representatives of 
main theatrical schools of our century. . 
· As an artist, he had universal influence and his int·· 
pretations are an invaluable treasury for b~th the forei 
and the Albanian actors of all times. He played a multit 
of roles in plays of all count:ries, interpreting with origina 
and truthfulness some of the most celebrated charac 
of Aeschulus, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Goethe and Schill 
He played the comic roles in the comedies of Moliere a 
Shakespeare with the same skill as he played the tra 
characterers, and passed with ease from characters of · 
classical theatre to those of the contempornry theatre, SlJ: 
as those of the plays of Ibsen, Chekov, Shaw, Pirandello, e 

For eleven years in succession Moisiu was the m 
celebrated actor of the Great Theatre of Berlin directed 
Max Reinhardt, under whose guidance his genius sho· 
with great splendour. . :'.i 

~fter enthusing the theatre-goers of Austria, Czechos-;~' 
lovakia and Germany, Moisiu conquered the public of Moscow 
Lei:iingrad, Bucharest, Milan, Home, Florence, New York;" 
Chicago, Istanbul, Mexico and of many other big cities o j 
the world. To the German audience he spoke in 'the language'' 
of Goet'~~' to !he English in the language of Shakespeare, t<l; 
the Parisians m the language of Moliere. ·: 

Though he did not perform for Albanian audiences.~ 
Aleksander Mosisiu never forgot Albania and the Albanians.i, 
~verywhere he spoke with pride about his country. With];. 
JOY he met the Albanian emigrants in Vienna and Bucharest.%1 

-+<I do not wan't, .. he said, ~<to die a German artist.» In April;{ 
1934, a year before he died, he regained Albanian citizenship,.<. 

. Today the Albanian people remember this great artist;i 
with_ !ove and respect. To perpetuate his memory, the'.!. 
Pres1dmm of the Peop[e's Assemby of the PS!R of Albania'· 
awarded him the posthumous title of the ~<People's Artis't» in 
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1961. The Higher School of Dramatic Art in Tira~a, the 
Palace of Culture and the professional theatre of Durres bear 
his name. 

The work of Aleksander Moisiu has been highly ap-
preciated by thinkers and artists all over the world, such 
as Anatoly Lunacharsky, Luigi Pirandello, Stefan Zweig, 
Max Brod and others. 

The «People's Artist» Tefta Tashko Ko~o, an outstanding 
figure of scenic .vocal art, was born on Novemlber 10, 1910 
in Fayum, near Cairo, where her father had emigrated some 
years before. Like Aleksander Moisiu, Tefta Tas~o develop~d 
her talent on the stage -Of foreign theatres, playmg the mam 
roles of the most celebrated operaiS of the time. . 

•· When a school girl, she was marked !for her intel~igence 
and her talent. At the National Conservatory of Pans, she 
soon won the sympathy and respect of her teachers, d_ue 
to her talent and tiTeless and persevering work to acquire 
the culture and technique of singing. Her teacher of sing~g 
Gres presented her to Maurice Ravel in these wori?~· «She is 
not only a good singer but also. an excellent mus1c1an.» . 

The «Nightingale of Albama» soon became known :n 
the musical circles of Paris. Still a student, she shone m 
the interpretat:ion of the ro[e of Violet in «Traviata» a?d, 
especially in the main role of ~~Madame Butterfly», with 
which she won the final contest at the conservatory. «Le 
Figaro» and other Parisian papers highly assessed her int~r
pretation, describing her as a v·eritable «J_apan~se». With 
emotion and realism she sung the solo of Leh of «Les 
Pecheurs de Perles». 

The Italian audience also heard her melodious voice 
in «II Barbiere di Seviglia», <JLa Boheme» and «La Traviata». 

From 1936 to 1939 she made great efforts to spread 
musical culture 1in Albania, giving a series of concerts in 
the main towns of the country. During this period, she also 
studied Afbanian folk music and its interpretation. . . 

After Liberation, Tefta Tashko Ko~ carried out an m
tensive activity, but her untimely death {December 1947) 
interrupted her brilliant career. She has been awarded the 
title of the «People's Artist» posthumously. 

Victor Eftimiu, outstanding Rumanian writer of Alba
nian origin, member of the Academy of Sciences of the 
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SR of Rumania, honorary memlber of the Writers and Ar 
League of Albania, has made a remarkable contributio · ... 
the treasury of_ Ru~anian and world literature. Borr6 
1889 at Boboshtica, m the region of KoTQa (Albania), at · 
age of. 9 he left the school and folloved his parents·;::. 
Rumama. He completed his higher education in France wij: 
he wrote also one of his masterpieces tlhe dramatic · 
<<Once Upon a Time», which ever since' has been perfo " 
more than 1,000 times on the stages of the Rumanian thea .,. 
He wrote. i:i~merous novels, plays, short stories, travel no. 
drama cnticisms, po€1llS, etc., many of which have 'b 
translated. in foreign languages. , 

A~l his works are imbued with progressive ideas wli 
cost him a term in the concentration camp of Terg~-Jiu·\ 
rn4a. :1 

I f 
~ . many ~f his short stories he evokes characters ' 

the mihen of his native soil, Albania. , ~ 
Victo~ Eftimiu_ visited Albania twice, in 1971 and 19 

O? the first occa~10n, in. July 1971, he wrot·e: «I am go ·· 
with the deepest. impress10ns from this land of :rare beau 
and of great proJects created by the hands of the peoplell 
I a~ deeply ~ov~d to see my native village, Bobosh · 
again. I have JOY m my heart and great faith in the fu 
of ~y country, which was so poor and in darkness, but wh 
I d1sco:rer no~ so completely changed, with its people f 
of confidence m their own forces.» 

He died in Bucharest in December 1972 a liftle af 
his last visit to Albania. ' 

. Indisputably the :greatest figure of Albanian scien 
hte~ature and art, Fan S. Noli, was born on Junary 6 1882 · 
~e hamlet _of Qyteza (Ibrik Tepe), inhabited by Albania 
m. the region of Andrianople (Turkey). He finished hi 
p~1ma~ an? secondary school in Turkey and did part ' 
h~s . um~ers1ty studies in Athens. Compelled by economi' 
d1fficult1es, he. turned to many trades in G:reece Turke" 
and Egypt, un~il in 1905 he went to the United States whe ' 
~e took an .ac!ive part, along with many Albanian emigrantS 
m. the P::1tr1otic :rioven;i~nt for the independence of Albania: 
He c~n tmued his poh tica1 activity in Europe, to defen ·' 
th~ mie~ests of Albania a.gainst the ;ambitions of theli 
ne1ghb~urmg. states ~nd the predatory plans of the great;: 
powers, and m Albania, to defend democracy against reaction. 
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As the head of the government formed after the tri~mph of 
the democratic-bourgeois revolution (1924), he left the country 
in the same year when the revolution was supressed by the 
:ombined forces of internal reaction and the foreign beyonets. 
Nevertheless, he continued his pplitical activity abroad. 

Fan 1S. Noli became !known as a great orator and the 
poet of democratic ideas, as an excellent translator into Al
banian of the masterpices of world literature: «Othello», 
·<Macbeth», - «Julius Caesar», and <~Hamlet» of Shakespeare; 
«Don Quixote» of Cervantes; «The Cabin of Blasco Ibanez; 
«An Enemy of the People» and <~Madame Inger d'Ostreat» of 
Ibsen; «The Rubaiyat» of Omer Khayyam, «Scanderbeg» of 
LongfeHow, ,..;Annabel Lee» of Edgar Poe, and otihers. 

Besides 'the poems, a;rticles and the «introductions» to 
his translations, which are models of literary criticism, Fan 
S. Noli wrote <<The History of Scanderbeg» and «Beethoven 
and the French Revolution». This last work was highly 
app~ciated by eminent personalities of art and culture such 
as George Bernard Shaw, Jan Sibelius, Ernest Newman, 
Thomas Mann, etc. 

A statesman, historian, man of letters, musicologist 
and composer, Fan S. Noli occupies a parti<::ular place among 
the most eminent figures of the Albanian world. He died 
on March 13, 19-65. 

Before concluding we may add that other Albanians, 
too, have distinguished themselves i~ various fields of art 
and culture, but their merits cannot be illustrated within 
the limits of this work. 

The monuments of culture 

An important cultural centre, the modern palace of cul
ture «Aleksander Moisiu», was inaugurated in 1965, in Du-
rres. 

While digging the foundations, fue remains of an ancient 
building, a thermal establishment, were discovered. In order 
to preserve it the project of the construction of the palace 
was modified, which necessitated an additional 10 million leks 
above the initial fund of expenditure. The ancient public 
baths have been carefully preserved, they are a few steps 
away from a modern palace, a significant combination of the 
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ancient tradition with the vigorous development 
culture today. . 

However this is not a unique 
Archaeological . finds of ~his order prove that Albania; 
~he. land of a n~h and ancie17t culture. In regard to its sur:f' 
it is one of richest countries of Europe in monuments'' 
culture. Today it has 8 ancient towns, 75 ·old citadels, :~ 
tha~ <;1ld 11'5 chur~hes, monasteries and mosques, hundreru{ 
estabhshm:ents,_ bridges and other characteristic construct'~ 
of ~reat his~orical value .in a satisfactory state of preserva ' 
whicfu. constrbute a precious fund of archaeological archi ,. 
tural and historical monuments. Hundreds of import~nt mo ·. 
ments of art and culture are under state protection T 1 

const.itute ~. ~ich legacy of the past which testifies .to t' 
creative abilrt1es of the Albanian people and their contributi 
to the treasury of world culture. These invaluable monumen 
t~e work of many generations, are only a fraction of 
history of the ~lba1nian art and cuture. "' 

Many foreigners, scholars and tourists who have vis"' 
ted the hi~toric n_ionuments of Albania, have found the" 
extreme:y mterestmg. Among these monuments, the rui 
o.f Illyrian to~ns. scatte~ t~rougho:it ·the country occup:. 
fi_rst place. Withm then:- thick encircling walls built · 
big un'hew~ ston~~ put together without mortar, they occ. 
PY strategic positions commanding the surrounding plai 
and yalle~s. The econ.omic development of the Illyrian sta 
and. ~he. mcrease of its power were accompanied with t 
fort1ficat10n of towns, which were encircled with hewn sto ' 
walls, complete with towers, gates, etc. 

The re~owned Albanian centres of ancie1nt culture sue 
as Dyr~achm::n (present~day ?urres), Buthroton {Bu'trinf 
:'\POlloma (PoJan, near F~er), Lissus {Lezha) are of particula 
m~e~st, becaus:e of their many still standing monument 
bmldm~s, (~osaic~ and sculptures). Whole tracts of high tow 
walls, ir:iposmg city gates, remarkable constructions remai 
of public or private buildings, temples, theatres, 'stadium 
thermal e:stabhshments, dwelling houses, monumental scul 
tu:es, re~1efs and in~criptions, polychome mosaics, ancien 
corns, obJects of Illynar;i craftsmanship, as wen as weapon 
and ~rnaments, have withstood the destructions wrought b' 
the times and the elements of nature. · 

In the <:rchaeological centre of Butrint, in Southern Alba
nia, there is a masterpiece of palaeochristian a!l'chitecture,. '' 
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the baptistery, built during the 6th century of our era. 
It is composed of a layer of :polychrome mosaics and six 
granite ·columns arranged on two concentric circles. -

In 1928, a marble head of Apollo, a genuine masterpiece, 
was discovered in Butrint. Ex-;King Zog gave it to the 
Italian fascist leaders. Today this sculpture of rare value 
is in Italy. . . 

In 'the years of the people's power, excavations m 
Apollonia have brought to light, among others, 29 sculptures 
of pa!'lticular interest of the 2nd and 3rd centuries of our 
era. Numerous mosaics, the most interesting of which are 
those of Butri111t, Pojan, Durres, Saranda and Lin (Pogradec), 
have also been discovered. 

The most important of them, which represen'tis a woman's 
face with floral decorations, has been found in Durres. It 
is laid on a mortar layer about six centimetres thick, with 
stone fragments of various colours: whi.te, black, red, oran~e, 
etc. The face is. worked with great sk1ll. The mass qf h~ir, 
especially, makes a striking effect with lits shades and 
the vivid colours of the hairpins. Two long flowered branches 
form the colorful backgTound of this work of rare perfection. 

Besides its monuments of classical culture and its for
tifications Albania boasts a number of religious buildings 
of great ~alue for their architecture. and wall .paintings .. The 
foreign and Albanian experts greatly appr~ciate t~e icons 
dating from the Byzantine or post-~yz:mtme penod ~nd 
which in their importance exceed the limits of the Albanian 
national culture. Certain churches of Middle Albania are 
decorated with wall paintings by the Albanian painters of 
the 16'th century, Onufri, and his son, Nikolla. Other frescoes 
are the work of a talent of the 18th century, David Selenica. 

Town and country dwelling houses represent another 
important group of monuments. A most intere:s~ing type. of 
construction is, undisputably, th~ <~kulla», a fortified dwelling 
which is mainly a tradition of Northern Albania .. But Be~at 
and Gjirokastra also have their particular type of .this dwelling 
house. Unity of style and harmony of concept10n are cha-
racteristic of them. 

Few countries in 'the world have suffered so great and, 
at times, irreparable damage of material cu~ture through 
the centuries, as Alibania. The anti-popular regimes neglec~ed 
those cultural values which had survived the devastating 
fury of foreign invasions and the destructions wrought by 
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natural elemen'ts. The w . . •. 
in 1fue case of archa!olo f; l~ft to ~he mercy of f . 
the imperialist states whg1.cha1 ~l1latesed, given in concessi<) . 

O 1 · ' P1 g them n Y after Liberation was th 1 · · 
the Monuments of Cultur e a~ ·«On the Protecti 
thus putting an end toe fun~ the Envm~nments»· promul~ 
proclaiming the . eir degradation and plunder J.} 

m common property of th . ·'· 
special decision of the C .1 e entire people«· 
Gjirokastra, the subsoil of 

0~~ci 0~ Mini~ters, Berat ·~~ 
well as the old market of K e. ancient city of Durres:: 
towns. These government iac~J:n;ere procla~~d mu .' 
same order constitute the . 'd' 1 ot~e:r dec1slO!ns of 
cerning t'he protection f JUn ica bas1s of all work 

Th 
. ' o monuments. .· 

e «Institute of the Monu ;: 
responsible for ithe prot t· ments of_ Culture», which·\l' 
of t'he monuments of c~l~~on, ,pres.ervahon and restorae·:' 
to prevent the monuments fre, cadrr1es ~ut a broad activ' 

. . rom . egradmg t d" 
monuments and protect them , . , o iscover n. 1 , 

of a new scientific discipline' C~nd has laid the foundatio·'1 
of monumenits, damaged in . th nsequently, a great num. '. 
been sav~d from complete des~u~~i~rse of ~enturies, ha~ 
state, retam a historical, cultural and ~tf~?· m the prese 

Tlhe nympheum of A 11 . · s ic value. . •. 
work . is going on for the po oma _'has been restored 
ensembles. The •<Kala» and r~torat;on of big wchitect 
the bazaar and the fortress·~ ang~ em» quarters in Be 
Kruja, etc. have been repairedno. GJ1rotkasdtra, the bazaar 

A d .. r1resore . 
s regal\ s religious buildin s 1 . · .· 

preserving those wh'o:h g ' a se ect10n has been ma .· 
interest. On the othe~ ha:Jesent . a . histodcal and artis 
as a result of whlich anothe; ~~~d~es ~ave be~n c~rried o 
ments, especially those dt ~mpo~tant histoncal mon 
have been put under sta~~m~:ot:ctio:1th, h,istarical event 

However, the broad workin · ' 
. and importance of this patr· g masses, aware of the valu 
tection of the monument lf onr' guarantee the best pro i 
.Monuments of Culture a:.no~ c~ ture. !he Ins~itute of th 
the. masses even more c~nsciou~ oft~~r th~ngs, wo:ks to mak 
which belongs to them. e va ue of this patrimony' 
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The folklore 

«A~bania is ailtllounced. The curtain goes up: the wonder 
repeats itself, it is the great hour for the Festival! A powerful 
choir, an orch.estra of virtuosi, superb dances executed 
by splendid dancers in gorgeous costumes. . . This is the 
laureate of 1970.» This is how ~us depeches» described the 
premiere of the Folk Ensemble of Tirana at the International 
Festival of Dijon, «Unider their heavy woollen clothes the 
dancers master so perf edtly their own ibodies that they seem 
to ignore the laws of gravitation. Their dances, so light 
and vertiginous, seem to give t'hem the supreme joy •.. What 
airy ease! And yet how the ground thunders under the 
frenetic beat of ti.heir feet! The !tambourine bursts in rumbles, 
the sounds of the accordeon, clarinette, flute, and violin 
flow dn, the girls, in colourful cos'tumes, the men in tight 
breeches of white wool, with the astounding rapidity of the 
movements of hands and feet, adding to the even more· 
astounding rhythm, express the joys of the pastoral and 
popular life of indomitable Albania'.» · 

At the festival of Dijon, 'the Albanian folk ensemble 
won the first prize, the «Golden Necklace of the Year 1970» 
competing with 30 folklore ensembles from many countries of 
Europe, A.Slia, Latin America. This is only one o[ the manly 
successes of the Albandan folklore in lthe international arena. 
The performances of this ensemlble and of other folklore 
groups have been followed with great interest at ·interna
tional festivals and during tours abroad, miaking a splendid 
show of our folk art, dances and musical instrumen1ts. 
After the establishment of lthe people's power,. the great 
wealth of' our folk art the most varied melodies and dances 
came out of the narrow circle of spectalists and became widely 
known throughout the country. 

The Albanian folklore has drawn 1fue atttention of many 
scholars. In the 19th century, some foreign scholars, although 
more interested in linguistics, also studied the Albanian folk
lore. The balad of Doruntina was the obj.ect of an important 
study by the German poet Burger, and constituited one of 
the elements of a social study by Paul Lafargue. In an 
album dedicated to Jenny, besides songs of the other peoples 
of Europe, Kad Marx, who appreciated folk songs, also copied 
some Albanian songs. 
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Albania has an inexihaustible treasury of folk songs and 
dances, creat-ed through the centuries. Their original music 
of an ever changing variety of tonalities, the b€auty and 
warmth of their melodies, their freshness and charm, 
make them quite distinct from the songs of the neighbouring 
peoples. Folk songs are the history of the Albanian peo
ple in music. Each of their historical song is an expression 
of their confidence in victory. These songs, the war cry of 
our forefathers, are still alive among our 'highlanders in the 
North and the South. In the North they are sung in one 
voice, in the rSoufu in two, three or four voices. Compared 
with the polyphonic songs of the other peoples, Albanian 
choral singing is more compact, more varied. They stand at 
a 'high level of perfection, which explains their considerable 
influence on the developmenrt of this genre. 

Lyrical, love, ritual and allegorical songs constitute the 
fund of the Albanian musical folklore. Wedding song&, both 
"in the North and in rthe 1South, stand out for their joyous 
lyricism and optimism. The Albanian people sing to pure 
. and sincere love with great de{lth of feeling. 

The hlvely and dynamic Albanian dances, with t'heir great 
variety of movements, symbolize the valiance of the Albanian. 
The Hungarian Albanologisrt; Talloczy in one of his studies 
writes thait the «Illyrians danced s,word in hand». 

Through the centuries the Albanian ipeople have crearted 
a multitude of dances, from the most simple to the most 
complex, which .are closely Unked with their lli.fe, their cus
toms, their labour, their struggle and aspirations, their joys 
and sorrows. 

The Albanian folk dances have alttracted the admiration 
·Of many grea't writers and artists, .among whom Lord Byron, 
who in his «Childe HarO'ld» makes a picturesque description 
of an Albanian dance. 

The folk dance · vary in form and subject, according 

;~ ' 

to the districts, the sex and age of the participants. Every 
district, and indeed nearly every village, has its own charac
teristic dances. Sometimes the same dance is executed dif
ferently in the same area. Thiis is explained witih their ' 
dialectical and ethnographic ramifications. 

However, in spite of the great vairiation of dances of . ·~ 
the different districts they also contain common elements 
deriving from the uniity of the Albanian tradition which 
inspires them. 
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classes help the pupils understand better the 
various subjects. 

At a lesson in a middle sebool. 

National costumes. 



Defence of 'he socialist Homeland 18 a d~tJ' above an 
duties for 'be enUre people. 
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In certain districts in the past, men and women used 
to dance separately; mixed dances were rare, even within the 
same clan. Generally, women's dances are easier, slower, 
lighter, with more gracious movements, whereas men's dances 
are «grave» and .fiery , with abrupt movements that give 
an impreSSti.on of strength. 

The dances vary according to the age of the partkipants. 
In the La'beria ;region, for example, th.ere are old women's 
and young brides' dances in which the participants dance in 
a semi-circle to the accompaniment of polyphonic songs . 

In regard to the number of participants, there are solo 
dances (Northern Albania and Kosova) and duo dances 
(throughout Albania). As a rule, trio dances are performed by 
two men and one woman, or vice-versa. 

In t'he more common form of dance the performers move 
in a straight line, however, ther·e are other forms of dances 
which, though essentially rectilinear, combine winding move
ments and pirouettes ; there are also dances in double or 
opposite lines and accompanied by songs. The most current 
form of dance is the circular one , which is frequently met 
with bo.th in Albania and among the Albanians beyond its 
borders. 

The inventive spirit of the Albanian people manifests 
itself in the gr.eat variety of folk instruments. There are 
percussion instruments, such as the drum and the tambourine; 
wind instruments such as the flute and the bag-pipe, string 
instruments such as the lahu~a and the r;iftelia. 

The flute ·is the most widespread instrument. It is a 
wooden or metal tube some 42 cent imetres long with holes. 
A very popular instrument is r;iftelia, a small mandolrl.ne 
with a long neck and, generally, two strings used mostly 
by the Northern highlanders. 

Our oral folklore , comprising 1birth, marriage, and death 
rituals, is very rich. 

The collection of folklor-e is a very ancient tradi'tion in 
our country, but no systematic wor k was done in this field 
p rior rto the liberation of the country. The Institute of 
Popular Culture h as set itself the 'task of collecting this 
treasury. The folklore is the patr imony of the entire people, 
therefore a large number of people of various professions, 
especiall y teachers. have been mobilized in this action. 
Research, collection and study of the creativeness of the 
people have been organized according to a plan. The Ins ti-

28 - 117 A 
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tute of Popular Culture maintains constant and fruitful 
with people al.l over the country who contribute to the 
ri:chment of lits collections. Today they comprise 
than one million verses, 7 to 8,000 pages of prose, about 40, 
proverbs and 12,000 puzzles, .abourt 10,000 recordings,; . 
homorphonic, polyphonic, instrumental and dance music. F • ' 
this rich mat·erial 45 volumes, or a total of about 12,000 p '· 
have been published. 

In 1961 began the publication of the fund of the 
nian folklore. This collection, which may be described as: 
encyclopaedia of oral folk literature, comprises four s 
devoted respectively to popular prose, legendary epic, . 
rical '€pie and lyrical poetry. The three volume series entit 
-+<The first Collectors of Albanian Folklore» (1635-1912), 
four volume series ,,popular Prose», and the series <<Legen . 
Epic» have already been published. The Institute has iss. 
specific publications, as, for instance, collections of pop 
songs and tales on work, the woman, etc., which edu 
working people with the virtues exalted ill our folkl 

The Institute of :Popular· Culture is organiz.ing the pu 
cations of musical and choreographic wo:rks. It has ak: 
given for publication a collection of books. 

The study of the Albanian folklore ihas already reac 
the stage of a scientific summing up of the results atta" 
in its research. The publication of 50 volumes of oral, musi 
and choreographic folildore, and of about 500 scientific stu'.'1 
and papers speaks of the important progress made in t 
field. 

The study of regional folklore and the comparative stu 
of inter-regional folklore will open up a new road to 
development of work on a sound scient!ific basis while · 
the same time combating the tendency to a generally descri. 
tive study of Albanian folklore, apparent in some works ' 
the years before 1937. 

Studies in the Allbanian folklore constitute a major con 
tribution to the Balkan folkloric science and have arous 
special interest in scientific circles, especially in the Balka 
countries. 

Thanks to the research work carried out in the field o 
Albanian folklore it has won the respect of the progressive schol.', 
ars of this discipline all over the world. Proof of this are the\ 
proceedings of the 2nd Congress of Balkan Studies in Athens;: 
the 1st National Conference of Albanian folkloric science, . 
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the National Folkloric Festival in Gjirokastra, etc. Speaking 
of the festival of Gjirokastra, an English musicologist, !Pro
fessor Albert Lloyd, said: <<What impresses the foreign folklore 
student most? First, perhaps the fact, what the amateur 
groups also demonstrate, that Albanian folkloric music is 
still alive and going strong. The situation here is entirely 
different from whart it is in the West, where we can enjoy 
only what r,emains of tradition which used to have a certain 
grandeur. Second, the fact that Albanian musical folklore 
is extremely varied in its heroic-narrative songs, powerfully 
expressive in its songs from the steep mountains of the North 
and in the vibrating and harmonious romantic choruses of the 
South sung in various ways and rhythms which defy the 
most daring modern composers. The instruments themselves 
greatly attract the musicologist - the powerful sounds of 
the lahuta of the North, the sweet murmur of the double 
flute of the South, the strange sounds of the zurla, the 
mielancholic p.asitorai melodies of the common flute and of tihe 
flute called kavall, the pulsating Tlhythms of the c;;if>teli, all 
these and other instruments expressing the remarkable vigour 
of rthe Albanian music make a deep impression on the 
foreigner. Im. rthis festival we had the charwe to adimire the 
creat~veness of an entire people, energetic and inrterestin~, 
ardent and thoughtful, militant and friendly, proud of their 
anaien.t traditions and eager for innovations. The Weste,rn 
musi,cologist whose idea of folkloric music is essentially der
ived from books and not from close contact with people, 
cannot imagine that folklor·e can be so intimately linked with 
the daily problems, as it is in Albania.» 

«For an ethnologist of Central Europe», writes the work
er of the Archives of Phonograms of the. Academy of 
Sci'ences of Aus1t:ria, Dr. Dietrioh Schuler, <<!to attiend the 
National Folklore Festiva[ of Gjirokastra is simply a piece 
of good luck. I was amazed by the richness of the Albanian 
folklore, the vitality and spontaneity of the performances 
based on the forms of an ancient tradition. Unlike other 
countries where folklore :is only a local concern, here we see 
that folklore is a great concern of the people and tihe state. 

«Besides this, there are also other questions which 
draw particular attention. Albanian science has the rare 
possibility of closely following the life and culture of the 
people, studying them not only in. their :pres:nt stage of evo.lu
tion and development, !but also m their . history. Innovation 
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and tra~sformation and many other problems of 
ethnologists and sociologists, can be studied here 
fa:r grieate:r advantage than in any other country. !Probl 
o.f the development of culture in general and of the demon · 
hon of .hYP?theses thr~ugh the observation of reality, can1' 
~ealt with Just as profitably. And since research work i~: 
~ield of folklore occupies an important place in Albania t 
is no dou~t that this science will make great advance.'.,. · 

Albaman folklore and folkloric science have earnedl 
w~ll-des.erv·ed place :in the European and Balkan folk 
science m general. 

Ethnographic patrimony 

The Albanian peopl.e possess an inestimable ethnograp 
treasury. Gorgeous national costumes, fine silk embroid 
ru~s an~ c~rpets .d~corated with national motifs, artis' 
obJecrts i~. .silver fih:griee and ~otk·er-work, dwelling ho ... 
of. an ongmal .arch1~ecture, gates and windows chiself 
with. ornamental. motifs, walled-in cupboards, characteris · 
cormces and chimneys - all this testifies to an orig' ' ' 
talent ~nd an artistic tradition preserved generation a~ 
generation. 
.. 1In regar? t.o the great wealth of its ethnographic 

d1tion Albama 1s a country of an ancient culture. 
Among the various artistic genres which the Alb.ani 

~ople have cultivated with success, the applied arts occu 
first.place. Every object of daily use such as costumes, vesse 
~urm.ture, work tools, and even dwelling houses bear t 
imprint of the popular artistic taste. . 
. !he Alba.nian popular art is very rich and varied. Eve .· 

d1stn~t and village has its peculiarities. However, in the cou 
se of its ?e:-relopment, popular art has acquired some comm 
characteristics. ·~ere are also elements of culture borrow .·. 
of c~urse, acco.rdmg. to th~ Albanian taste, from the neig ·.· 
?ourmg count~1es ~1th which the Albanian people have be 
m close ~elation~h1p through all their history. 
. Weavmg, kmttmg and stitch-work can rightly be co 

s1dered a popular . art. Every Albanian woman is able to d 
not only simple stitch-work but .also sewing of a high artisti 
~cl. -

The national costumes of Tropoja, Elbasan, ~evoll, 
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rokas'tra, etc., the carpets of Kukes, Korc;a and Laberia, the 
knapsacks of Zadrima, etc. testify to an ancient tradition. 

Knitting which is widely practised both in the South 
and No'l:'th, comprises costumes, clothes, vests, shawls, gloves, 
stockings etc., !produced with a great variety of stitch-work. 
Lacework and knitwear decorated with popular motifs are 
widespread. This kind of work, both for men's and women's 
knitwear, is rused _in Malesia e Madhe and in the remote 
regions of Kukes for stockings and socks. 

The linen and woollen cloth of which the national costu
mes arie tailored, is woven on hailld-looms and then decor.ated 
and embroidered by the gifted Albanian women. The carpets 
and thick bedspreads of the South as well as the rugs and 
decorated lines of the North are also woven on hand-loom, 
just as the thick woollen fabrics for ove!'coats, haversacks, 
etc. 

The campets produced in the region of Korc;a, as in many 
other regions of the country, are remarkable for their skilful 
combination of colours. In the national costumes, rugs and 
carpets, the art . of our ancestors has reached to our days. 
This andent tradition has been preserved and further deve
loped by the new masters of Albanian popular art. 

The national costumes indicate the high level of culture 
of the Albanian people, their fine taste. Every Tegion has its 
own costumes, and frequently every village, or at times even 
group of families w~thin the same village, have a particular 
manner of dressing. Costumes differ in their material, their 
cutting, their predominating colour or combination of colours, 
their particular ornaments, etc. 

Women's costumes are very varied and richly ornamented. 
Their visible parts, such as collars, bodices, cuffs and skirts 
etc. are emlbroideved with silk or cotton thread of various 
colours, with red and black predominating. 

The woollen vest or tunic is edged with red or other 
colours. Over the vests women wear finely embroidered 
aprons. The aprons of Shpat, Dumre, Myzeqe and Fushe
Kruja are remarkable for 'their exquisite taste. 

The head-dress is an important garment of Albanian 
folk costumes. Irts dimensions vary, sometimes being quite 
large, like in Myzeqe, sometimes rather small, but very gra
cious and elegantly roUed around the head, like in the region 
of Zadrima. 

Like all the Balkan peoples, the Albanians wear sandals 
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(~<o~nga»~ of ox hide, their . forms varying . 
region. Light and quite suited to the mountainous terrain · 
our country and elegant, too, they are decorated on t 
uppers with tresses of leather or multi-coloured hem · 
strings. 

Since times ancient the Albanians have been working t 
metals. They oempfoy several metJhods for this pu:rp 
ham.mering, casting, engraving or filigreeing. Hammering 
casting are ancient techniques, a:s testified by many obj 
of the Illyrian culture, such as belt buckles, etc. The perf · 
tioning of the technique of hammering led to the manufactu •· 
of spears, sabres, yatagans, swords, etc. Cast objects, t · 
date ba~k to the Illyrian epoch. !Numerous objects, weapo 
and their parts and even women's ornaments, manufactu'.I:' 
according to this technique, have been discovered. Weapo 
and other objects made according to this technique by t 
metal workers of Berat, 1Elbasan, Gjirokastra are display 
in the country's museums. 

Ohis•elling has a 101I1g-<establfahed tradition especially i 
the towns of Berat, Elbasan, Gjirokastra etc. 

The .armourers and goldsmiths of South Albania a 
famous rfor certain types of weapons 'and armour plate~ 
buckles and ear-rings, bracelets and buttons as well as num · 
rous other articles completing the ornament of national cos tu, 
mes. .' 

Work in copper is .a widespread art of ancient tradition; 
EX!oaviatio:ns in t·he tumuli orf Illyri.an settlements have 'brough · 
to light 40 types of clasps (fibulae), as well as necklaces' 
diadems, bracelets and bronze defence weapons. 

In time, the range of copper or bronze articles of dail 
use, mainly vess.els, has constantly widened. , 

All objects were chiefly ornamented with geometric: 
motifs, and, more seldom, with loral motifs, like stylize · 
cypresses, etc. 

Apart from weaving, in which the popular art has attained 
a high degree of excellence, wood-carving, ordinarily em-: 
ployed in dwelling houses or lbuidings of the cult (ceilings, 
cupboards, iconostases, etc.), in furniture and their fittings,· 
work tools, was an unmatched skill of this country. The 
.i;irtistic taste of the Albanians has left its imprint on all ' 
kinds of objects of daily use: spoons and bowls, distaffs.' 
and pipes, «lahutas» and bride's chests, rockers and looms, 
etc. Ornamental motifs, whether carved or embroidered, have 
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the same s()!llrce of inspiration and reflect the same tradit~on. 
The objects of daily use produce~ by the popular artists, 
both in the mountains and the plams, preserve the features 
of our ancient culture in all its or.iginality. . 

The craftsmen of Dibra have won great fame m the 
Balkans. Their productions were in great demand as f~ away 
as Asia Minor. The masters of South-eastern Albama have 
left objects of their art everywhere ~he s~uthern part ~f 
the peninsula. The work of the earlier ?ibra masters is 
finer often with plant motifs, whereas their later successors 
combined plant and animal motifs. . . . 

Woodcarving, as a traditional occupat10n of th~ Alb.am.an 
people was raised to the level of trade produc~ion, which 
served' purposes broader than those of the <l:o~estic economy. 
In the districts enjoying favourable condifaons s7hools of 
woodcarving were created, the most in;iportant bemg those 
of D~bra, Ber.at and South-east Al:bama. ~n the 17th ~nd 
18th centuries, this art reached its apex, with the Albaman 
masters attaining such artistic excellence· as made them 
famous even beyond the borders of the country. In the 19th 
century this art began to decline. . . 

The craftsmen of Dibra and <;;er~emka used _Pme wood 
for the decoration of rooms or dwellm~ hoUS€s m general. 
The schools/ of Ber.at and Shpirag, · workmg o~ a rat~er nar
rower field became widely known for their carvmgs on 
various kinds of wood, the alm-wood being use~ in preference. 

Wood-carving has been raised to new heights after the 
liberation of the country. . . . t 

Albanian popular architecture is of particular mteres 
for the great variety of its buildings, the «kulla» of the 
North, and the characteristic dwelling house of the town 

and villages. . h' h e red 
The kulla is a turret-type construction w ic . app a 

during the epoch of feudalism in Albania. Today it has r.e
mained only in the mountainous regions of North Albania. 
Its walls, built of big stones, are fror:i 1 m. to 1.50. m 
thick and constitute an effective protection agamst possible 
attacks from outside. . 

The Albanian people stand as a particular ethnic group, 
due not only to their language and antbrop.ological featur:s 
but also their ethnographic traditions. Albanian. e~hn~graph1c 
material, which is of great scientific and ar~1stic mt~rest, 
has drawn the attention of many scholars of different times. 
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Ethnographic information about Albania can be found 
various works of the ancient Greek and Roman autho. 
Byzantine registers and chronicles, in reports of the comme 
~ial and political agents who have travelled through Albani 
~n acts ~nd documents written in different periods, but th 
information, unfortunately mutilated and superficial, has o 
the value of an auxiliary material. 

Albanian ethnography has attracted the attention of t ' 
Albanian patriots, and in particular, of the early writers a · 
stud~nts of the Albanian '.language in the 17th century . 
Budi, Bardhi and Bogdani, of the members of the Albani 
colonies abroad, and moreover of the patriots of the nation · 
Renaissance who, in the 19th century, studied the nation··. 
cult~r~ with some success. Compelled to work in difficu~ 
con?it10ns, ?ften pursued and persecuted by the foreign oc: 
cupiers,. their work could be but fragmentary, despite their 
good will. ; 

Only after. Liberati?n work for the collection and studt 
of ethnographic material ass.urned all the importance it 
deserv~ and was raised to a scientific level, especially with:~ 
the settmg up of the Ethnographic Sector in 1947. .~ 

Today, in the documentary funds of the Ethnographic' 
Sector there are tens of thousands of objects, photos, designs/ 
charts and sketc.hes, as well as other material objects coming( 
from 300 Albanian settlements in the last two centuries (19th> 
and 20th). These documents are a comprehensive illustration. 
of the way of living of the Albanian people before Libera- ' 
tion._ The collection of materials belonging to our present time \ 
continues. ' 

The Ethnographic Sector carries out research work in 
many districts, concentrating on the study of traditional ; 
~ctivities, especially agriculture and animal husbandry. Dwel- ' 
lmg houses, urban or rural, as well as national costumes are :; 
the object of study. of a long series of publications ~hich 
shed important light on the material and spiritual' culture 
o_f the A!banian people. Their materials, collected and pub- ·, 
hshed with great care, acquaint the broad masses of the 
people with a great ethnographic wealth almost totally 
neglected in the past. 

The intensification of the struggle against backward and 
reactionary customs and concepts degrading woman, against 
re_ligion ai:d religious prejudices, against the system of pa
triarchal life, and other such blemishes of the past set new 
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tasks to Albanian ethnography. It is important to go to the 
roots of these harmful customs which impede the develpment 
of society, and to smash their idealistic reaction~ry philoso
phical basis. In the choice of the subjects of their study the 
Albanian ethnographers are guided by the concern about 
carrying out the great tasks posed by the developme~t a~d 
deepening of the ideological and cultural revolut10n m 
Albania. 

Ethnographic studies, as part of comparative Balkan 
studies, show that, in spite of the many-si~edness of the· 
traditional culture of the Albanian people, this culture rests 
on a common ethnic basis formed in ancient times over all 
the habitat of the Albanians. This is evident not only in the 
material culture national costumes, popular architecture, ves
sels and furnitu;e in general, but also in the social and spiritual 
culture of the people, such as the provisions of the Canons 
and the customs of family life, which reveal a common 
stratum of tradition. . 

The Ethnografic Museum of Tirana, set up i~ 1948, and 
the many local museums of districts and even vil~ages, play 
an important role in the collection and preservation _of the 
ethnographic treasury of the country. The .Ethnographic Mu
seum of Tirana is visited by all categories of people, es
pecially the young, as well as by intellectuals, pe?ple's ~r!ists 
in particular, who are inspired fro~ the _artist~c. ~radit10ns 
of the people. This museum is an mterestmg visiting place 
for foreigners. . . . . 

The Ethnographic Museum maintams relat10ns with many 
countries of the world, where it organizes exhibitions which 
enable people abroad to get acquainted with the artistic 
traditions of the Albanian people. 

The road of the development of the Albanian 
literature 

<<The General of the Dead Army», a novel by the Al-
banian writer Ismail Kadare, was published in Paris a few 
years ago. «This novel,» the «Albin Mich~l» Publishing Ho~J.Se· 
wrote on this occassion, «is the revelat10n of the .Ailbaman 
literature, a young literature very little known to us .. Its 
publication gives its author from the very start an enviable 



U2 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

place in world literature.» In his preface to the book th ' 
well-known French writer Robert Escarpit states, «I~ma~ 
Kadare gave the French readers a novel of world stature.», 

. T~e novel made a deep impression and soon was trans
lated mto many languages. It was followed by other novels 
of the same author: «The Castle>>, «A Chronicle on Stone» etc. 

d A~ the end of 1~73, the volume entitled «Ismail K~dar~ 
an t e N~~ Albaman Poetry», a collection of poems b . 
Kad~re, D~1tero _Agolli, Natasha Lako and Fatos Arapi, wa~ 
pubhshe~ m Pans. In its preface Alain Bosquet writes among 
other . thmgs: «Th~ spirit of Albania is in its best poetry ..• 
In this century, it acceded to independence which was a 
rathe~ ro~r form of liberty, of which the' gr,eat Migjeni. 
wrote., M1se~y. works day and night'. At last came the 
~eople s. Republic, the o?l.y example of radical transformation 
l~ a natio? capable of hvmg in the 15th century by imagina
tion and m the 21st century by hope.» 

. The a,ut~or . of t.he selection and translation of poems ,' 
Michel Meta1s, m his presentation of the volume entitled· 
«Poets ~ho. speak .for .an Entire People», writes amon · 
other thmgs. <<Albanian. hte~ature was not born yesterday, an~· 
poetry wa_s for a long time its favourite and exclusive means, 
·Of .expre~s10n, so much s? that the first Albanian . novel was.· 
wntt~n m verse. . . One is astonished how this poetr could 
remai~ ailtogether unrecognized. After a long periodyin the 
dark; it_ had to speak to itself in order to find itself again to 
~egam .its strength against the deaf ear often turned to' it : 

oday it can speak for itself loud enough even for those wh~' 
pretend they don't hear.» 

These works, warmly welcomed by the public in Euro e' 
and on the other continents, were a great success. They ro~e'. 
~he ~mergence of a new, powerful Albanian literatur~ its' 

eve opme?t o~ the road of socialist realism. ' 
. Albaman literature is relatively young· The f" t b k m Alban· · G. B , . · irs oo 
. 1555 ian i~ Jon uzuku s «Missel», which came to light 
m · . Durmg ~he Ottoman rule, in the course of their .:. 
wars agamst for.eign occupation and for national inde end-
ence, the Albanians worked with self deni·a1 to p th · 1 · - ' preserve 

eir anguage,. their .arts. and their culture. Writers and 
poe~s ma~e their contnbut10n not only to the enrichment of• 
the~r nat10nal_ culture, but also to the awakenin of the 
~at10nal consc10:isness of their people, in order to r:ise them . 
m struggle agamst the military and feudal regime of the 
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sultans. One of the most brilliant periods of this struggle 
is that of the National Renaissance, extending from the 
second half of the last century to the beginning of this 
century. It saw the emergence of eminent writers and poets, 
who, devoting their life and talent to the problems of the 
time and the life of the people, worked for posterity. Such 
are, for example, Nairn Frasheri, Andon Zako <;ajupi, Sarni 
Frasheri, Kostandin Kristoforidhi, Vaso Pasha, Filip Shiroka, 
Mihal Grameno, Foqion Postoli and dozens of others, who 
were the forerunners of present-day Albanian literature. 

The proclamation of the national independence opened 
a new period for the Albanian literature, in which critical 
realism was predominant at that time. This period extends 
from 1912 to 1940, and its most outstanding representatives 
are ·Ndre IMjeda, Fan Noli, Millosh Gjergj Nikolla (iMigjeni), 
Aleksander Drenova (Asdreni). Their whole literary activity 
is a stern indictment against the feudal-bourgeois regime, 
which savagely suppressed all progressive ideas. 

Contemporary Albanian literature was born during the 
National Liberation War. It developed alongside of the great 
economic, political and social transformations of the last 
decades. The great value of this literature lies in the fact 
that it is linked with the interests of the people, serves these 
interests and militates for them. Its objective is to deal with 
the great variety of themes of the Albanian socialist reality, 
to describe the various periods of the struggle of the Albanian 
people and treat them from the Marxist-Leninist viewpoint. 
These ideas have inspired Shefqet Musaraj, Ismail Kadare, 
Jakov Xoxe, Fatmir Gjata, Anastas Kondo and many other 
writers. 

The revolutionary spirit of the people, their struggle 
against imperialism and revisionism, their national pride and 
their lofty principles of proletarian internationalism are the 
elements which chamcterfae the creative works of the Albanian 
writers. The method of socialist realism has been the guiding 
compass in their work; contrary to the claims of the bour
geois esthetes, it does not create stereotypes, but favours the 
most complete development of indivi4ual styles. 

The socialist revolutionary content of a literary work 
depends on the degree of its representation and interpretat~on 
of the reality in the development of the class struggle, dealmg 
with its contradictions always according to a definite positive 
communist ideal, and in the light of historical perspective. 
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In this regard, socialist art brings the progressive forces to 
the fore; it describes their struggle and shows the perspec-. 
tive of their development, avoiding all stereotypes or happy 
endings, or fatalism and hopelessness typical of the decadent. 
trends of today. . ,; 

The literary works of socialist realism describe characters'. 
in thei_r typicaJ milieu, reflect the essence of social life,: 
and the political, ideological, ethical and esthetic attitude of· 
man towards it. The characters of Albanian literature reflect 
the psychology of different social strata, their level of intel-. 
lectual and social development, as well as their individual 
peculiarities. Likewise, the background against which they. 
act and develop, cannot be the same as in other countries,· 
just as literary and artistic tradition, too, differs from one, 
people to the other. It is up to the writer of socialist realism' 
to understand all these elements and strive to create in the , 
national and popular spirit. · 

The style and manner of writing in Albanian literature ; 
are varied, and this is only natural. The principles of so- ; 
cialist realism do not prevent, but, on the contrary, enable .: 
the author to make the best and most artistic use of Ian- • 
guage, to display his personaility, his artistic individuality. , 

The new Albanian literature bears its own national 
character being the expression of the consciousness of the ' 
Albanian peopl~ in the great historic moments they have 
lived and are living through today. The national and po
pular character of Albanian literature is not a secondary 
element but an essential feature, a fundamental component 
of its existence, a principal factor of its vitality and success. 
The national character of Albanian literature is also mani
fested in the efforts of the writers to reflect the spiritual 
world of the Albanian people, their conception of life and 
death, of freedom and bondage, love, marriage and the 
family, of work and leisure, their sense of humour confronted 
with the epical and lyrical aspects of their existence, their 
attitude to optimism and pessimism, contradictions, etc., etc. 
Com~let~ng the ch'.1racter_istics which make up the originality 
of this literature, its nat10nal character created in the course 
of historic events, the Albanian authors in their works employ 
the popular idiom, its intonations, rhythm and praseology to 
reveal the inner world of the people in all its magnificence. 

In its development on its own soil Albanian literature 
comes up against alien influences, modernist or conservative 
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trends which are repressed as the na~ioi;ial char~c~er ~f l~era= 
ture rows stronger. Our literature is m. opposition ~ our 
geois g and revisionist trends and tendencies, . to ~orm~lismd ~o 
an art which does not serve the people, w~ich is no un e -
t d by the people and does not reflect hfe truthfully, but 

s oo . . . f . t d man 
advocates chaos, the cnsis o .. socie y an Aib . rt ra-

The original national sp1nt of the new aman i e 
ture which puts the stress on the forms and _feat~res _char~c
teri~tic of the Albanian spiritual world, on its histor{~al md 
-0.ividuality, on the temp~rament, psychology, way oli {e~da~o 
traditions of the Albanian people, does not at a 
isolation from the world as a whole. . 

The new Albanian literature has a strong epic flavour 
derivin from the very epic natu~e of the hfe of the 
Albani!n people through the centuries, from the c_haracter 
of the deep-going social revolution they are carrymg out. 
'The epoch of socialism, with its unprece~ented class ~tru~
gles the epoch of tempestuous and dramatic upheav~ls mevi
tably ~eaves deep traces in the development. of. literature, 
giving it a pronounced epic colourin~ and makmg it, to some 
extent, an encyclopedia of commumsm. . 

The new Albanian literaiture has made progr~ss m the 
· well as the dramatic and lyrical representation of the 

·~~~~it~s seeing the problem of the heroic acts in _harmo~y a~d 
relatio~ship with the spiritual world of man, his sentn~en d 
against the background of the development of the pas an 
present society. . h r t 

The party spirit, the communist conten~, whic ie ~ 
the basis of all the Albanian literary_ creative~ess, explai_n 
the ideological purity of the Albanian literature, its lofty mi
litant and revolutionary spirit. The literature and art of so
cialist realism which flourish in Albania truthfully reflect the 
-0bjective reality and are a P?Werful _means to steel _the new 
man and to revolutionize his consre10usness. Our literature 
and art have a profound popular character, they address 
themselves to the large masses, and not to an elit~, and ha~e 
become an important lever in the great machme of t e 
revolution. . 

The Albanian literature plays an active role in the hfe 
of the people, not only by educating the readers, but _also b~ 
ins iring and encouraging them to become hard-workmg an 
co:Scious 'builders as well as valiant fighters for the defe_nce 
of the gains of socialism. It does it with warmth of feelmg, 
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with vividness and a great variety of styles. Meditative an 
••oli>jective» frigidity are alien to the Albanian poetry an ··· 
prose, which are rich in lyrical passages, contrasts and strik .·· 
ing images emanating from the diversity of life itself. · 

In his historic speech at the 7th Congress of the PLA:· 
Comrade Enver Hoxha, speaking about literature and art•' 
among other things, stressed, «The national character an ~ 
the popular spirit are expressed through the truthful reflec.;; 
tion of reality, from the standpoint of Marxist-Leninist ide
ology, the assimilation of all the experience of our culture~; 
both its old progressive tradition and its new revolutionary< 
elements, in a critical way, proceeding from the class stand-': 
point, and firmly relying on the people's creativeness. The' 
popular and national character is expressed not just in the.' 
creation of the works alone but also in their execution and 
interpretation.» 

The close links. with folklore, avoiding folklorism, are 
also typical of numerous works of Albanian literature. In 
this case it is not a question of imitating the folklore and · 
being content with its level, but of getting acquainted with 
it and taking advantage of this immense wealth of the po• 
pular inspiration. The folklore is a great source of inspira
tion for the Albanian literature of socialist realism. Born as 
a necessary expression of the aesthetic attitude of man to
wards the reality, folklore has a great aesthetic influence on 
and plays an important role in pr·esent-day spiritual life. Folk
lore is an artistic means which links the present with the , 
past, sings to the present and causes the strings, which were 
drawn tight in the course of existence of the Albanian, to 
quiver in his soul, evokes the sounds he has heard in his 
childhood, and the strength of its word and :i:nusic is all 
the more convincing proof of the great mastery of its 
unequalled creator, the people! Folklore is in constant evolu
tion, it develops through collective creativeness but always 
on the solid ground of tradition. It is a source of aesthetic ' 
pleasure, because it is linked with the joys and sorrows of 
the Albanian people in the course of their history, because 
it is an art animated by the people's spirit. 

The successes of the new Albanian literature are linked 
with the description of the heroic, and revolutionary spirit 
of the A1lbanian people from the time of the National 
Liberation war to our days, with the truthful portraying of 
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1 . d inspired description of national milieus, with _the 
peop e, an 1 of our marvellous reality, 
reflection of th~ class st:uggf e,th · · world of the new 
with a pe~et~atmi:~~s~is 0 lin~ m~~~ society, in his 
man, consiici~nng . his attitude to the clash between the 
concrete actions, m . h · time not remaining 
new and the old, while at t e same. 

'th" the framework of man's «Consciousness», as. happei:s 
w1 m · · · t t d but studymg it m 'th the bourgeois. and rev1s10ms ren s, . . 
w1 . . d · t The Albanian htera
close conne~ti?n wit~ life. a~ ~~~::J· literature in its sub-
ture of. s~c1alist re~~o ~e's minds the communist morality, 
~~en~~v~t l.::p~~~ts Ti~m~la~d, for tpe beautiful, for work, ~or 
man It fights for a sound morality an~ a happy fam1l~ 
life . against all dangerous elements, agamstdtheh opten _ang 

. ' . d against all weaknesses an s or comm s 
d1sgue1csteed Wle~~~~he survivals of the alien ideology of t~e pasdt 
conn · d b the bourge01s an and the great pressure exerted to ay Y · 

revisionist ideolo~y. d . . f the 4th Plenum of 
The proceedmgs and ec1s1ons o 

the CC of the PLA, the speech of Comrade Enver Hoxha :~ 
the meeting of the Secretariat of the CC of the PLA 
D . b 20 197 4 and especially his . report to the 7th 
c~~e~s:r hav'e give~ a vigorous impulse to the. developx:ient 
of tf:'e c~ntent and form of literature and art m Albama. 

The book - a companion of every Albanian 

The book in Albania has become an inseparable f co::;-
ion not only of some «book worms», but a~so o e 

pan f the people It belongs not just to mtellectual 
masses o · k" · f tories plants agri
circles, but also to people wor m~ m ac ' and in the 
cultural cooperat~ves, to ·11people ~~- t~: !~~fe~ed not only 
remotest mountainous v1 ages. is . 

1 
. 

because of the low price of books, and the except10na m
crease of their editions in comparison with the past, but 
especially because of their content, which responds to the 

requirements13and aspi~a~~ns19~~ t~e lr:;~er:~ Albania were 
In the years r · ' d d · the last 

ublished as many books as were pubhshe urm~ . 
p t · taken together i e from the publication of four cen uries ' · ., . 4 
the first book in Albanian (1555) up _till J~4 ·Alb . 

In 1973, 800 new titles were pubhshe m ama. 
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Editions of books in 1979, as against the pre-war lev 
increased about 60 fold. 1In other words, against 183, 
books published in 1938, in 1979 their number increas 
t~ 11,000,000, or more than 4 books per inhabitant, which 
higher than the world average level. 
. As a~ainst the year 1938, the circulation of newspa 
m 1979 increased over 17 fold, that of magazines, revie • 
and other publications 8 fold. · . 

Radical transformations have also taken place in the co' 
tent of publications. With their comprehensive character t · 
.are in a position to meet the needs of the working peo 
of all categories and all ages. The book is not, as it was 
t?e past, a means of ;profit-making for the prihters and pu' 
. hshers, but a powerful instrument to rais·e the level 
•education and culture of the working masses. 

. !mmediate~y. after th~ libera~ion of the country, the pu · 
hcation of political and ideological works was considered , 
major task. At present the Albanian reader has translatio 
·Of the main works of Marx snd •Engels, as well as the Com, 
plete Works of Lenin and Stalin. In 1969, the «History · 
the Party of Labour of Albania» was published, followed b 
the Works of Comrade Enver Hoxha in Albanian and h · 
:Selected Works in many foreign languages, among whL 
«Imperialism and the Revolution», «Yugoslav. 'Self-administra 
tion' - a Capifalist Theory and Practice» <<Reflections o 
'China» (in two volumes), «With Stalin»· (me~oirs), .. Eurocom ·. 
munism is Anti-Communism», «The Khrushchevites», etc. 

Among historical publications, whose aim is to throw 
light on the glorious past of the Albanian people, there are 
works of capital importance, such as the «History of Al-' 
bania», the «History of the A:lbanian Literature» as well as 
other imp~r~nt studies on particular periods of the history of 
the Albaman people and mainly the glorious epoch of Skan-' 
derbeg. Besides, scores of books on eminent figures of our.· 
history or :reminiscences of participants in the great epic of 
the National Liberation War have been pub1ished. 

The publication of Albanian and foreign literary works· 
has followed up the general increase of publications. The 
column «literature» in the Albanian book catalogues com
prises titles with a total circulation of millions of copies. 

The Albanian reader is keenly interested in world pro
gressive literature too. Today, Homer and Aeschylus, Dante 
and Shakespeare, Cervantes and Goethe, Shaw and Dreiser, 
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Heine and Byron, Balzac and Tolstoy, Gorky and Mayakovsky, 
Lu Hsun, Jack London and Whitman, Ibsen and. Chekhov, 
Nexo and Brecht, Fadeyev and Pratolini as well as a great 
number of contemporary revolutionary writers from the 
countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America and Austra
lia, are read in their Albanian translations. Ever greater 
efforts are being made to create a picture of the present-day 
world through the books of authors enjoying the sympathy 
of the masses of the people. 

The volume of translations is considerable, covering many 
countries and writers, because through its best writers each 
country, big or small, expresses it own individuality, its own 
national values . 

Great work has been done to spread the book among 
the large masses of the people. At present, there are more 
than 40 state libraries in the various districts of the country, 
with their funds exceeding 120 times that of the year 1938. 
Without counting thousands of personal libraries, there exist 
also 3,000 libraries in work places, institutions, agricultural 
cooperatives and schools. Besides, in order to meet the needs 
of the readers for books which are more difficult to find 
libraries maintain regular links among. themselves and borrow 
books from each other. This is a current practice especially 
for the technical and scientific books or for those in foreign 
languages. 

During these last years the network of bookshops has 
been greatly extended. Today, they number more than 25_D, 
half of which in the countryside.· Even the remotest mountain 
zones have their bookshops. 

Besides the workers of libraries and bookshops the Writ
ers and Artists' League of Albania and its branches in various 
districts, the mass organizations and the readers in general 
do a great work for the spread of the book. Thus, in order 
to inform the reader about new books, book reports are 
published and literary sessions and meetings with writers 
and book traders are organized periodicany. 

AH these achievements show that Albania, once the coun
try of illiteracy where the book was considered a· rarity, 
today is among the advanced countries in regard to the 
publication and distribution of books. 

as ... 111 A 
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The theatre 

Archeological excavations made in Albania unearthed; 
number of buildings of public performances. A very beautif. 
theatre is preserved in the ancient city of Butrint. With 
19 rows of places, its orchestra and stage, it constitutes 
architectural monument of admirable beauty on the hill-slo 
on which it is situated. The small theatre discovered in the ito 
of Orichon is also situated .,n a hill-slope. Theatrical perfo · 
rnances and gladiator fights were organized in these theatr ' 
The theatre discovered in Apollonia is of a different ty · 
It has an open stage for musical performances. Remains 
another ancient theatre have been found in the Illyrian ci 
of Bylis. 

· There is ample evidence that there was a vigo~o ·~ 
theatrical life as early as the 4th century !before our era f 
the territory of present day Albania. · 

Plays on a given subject, complete with characters, co ·, 
tumes, monologues or dialogues and mimics are common i 
the Albanian folklore, too. Some of these plays, accordin 
to all appearances, must be very old, Such is, for exampl . 
the play called «The Distrilbution of Lambs (in the Norther' 
Highlands) which is based on a phallic ·cult,, as practis 
in the villages of ancient Greece as early as the 6th centur 
before our era, during the festivities organized in the honou. 
of Dionysius, the god of wine. From the 15th century play 
became part of the life of the Albanian people who repre 
sented in them their victories over the enemy. · 

During the Ottoman domination, no mention can be 
made of theatrical life. However, from the year 1874 a 
amateur movement began to develop, and it played a ver 
important role in the revival of the national spirit, in deepen 
ing the love for the Homeland, and in raising the masses of. 
the people in war against the foreign enemy for national 
and social emancipation. This movement underwent a great 
development in Korga, especially during the 30's, as well 
as in other dties - Shkodra, Vlora. Gjirokastra, Elbasan, Ti-• 
rana, etc. 

The amateur theatre has played a particularly great· role. 
during the war for national liberation. In these stormy years, . 
in city quarters, in the villages, in the units of the national 
liberation army, even in the prisons the freedom fighters, 
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carried out a <broad legal and underground theatrical activity. 
The performances given iby the partisans, who kept the script 
in one hand and the rifle in the other, were of great assistance 
to the political education and mobilization of the masses in 
the struggle for the liberation of the country. On this basis, 
in the days of the historic Congress of Permet, when the 
people's power was growing ever stronger, the amateur ac
tors of partisan units, celebrating this event, created their 
permanent theatrical troupe, the first nucleus of the People's 
Theatre. 

The partisans brought a new element to the theatre - the 
man of the people, a hero until t.hen neglected, oppressed and 
scorned, who, taking up arms and growing aware of his 
strength was now becoming the master of his own ,destiny. 

The people's theatre, which was born neither in the 
limelights of luxurious theatres, nor as the product of a 
given school or method, but was the direct continuation of 
the partisan theatre, illustrates and presents with great truth
fulness this epoch of the healthy storm of the revolution. ,It 
brought to the stage a hero embodying the best qualities 
of a people who had freed themselves and become conscioU.S 
of their own strength. The new Albanian theatre exalted the 
heroic work of the people. Like the partisan theatre, which 
enflamed the hearts of the fighters and the whole people 
after the battles waged against the enemy, the contemporary 
Albanian theatre is the tribune of a dialogue with the working 
people, a vast amphitheatre breathing the revolµtionary spirit 
of the time. Drawing its inspiration from active life, trom 
the live work of socialist construction, building its characters 
ever closer tc:i the Albanian reality, the Albanian theatre has 
acquired new features both in content and form, becoming 
ever more aq:essible to and comprehensible for the masses, 
more democratic and of a more distinct'ly national charact(er. 

The repertoire of the Albanian theatre is mainly made 
up of works of Albanian contemporary playwrights, dealing 
with past and present problems of the Albanian people. 

In the repertoire of the national theatre, a particular place 
belongs to the plays devoted to the struggle of the Albanian 
people for freedom and independence. Such plays as ·«The 
Captain of the Brave» by Sulejman Pitarka, <-<Halili and 
Hajria» by Kol Jakova, «The Seven Shalians» by Ndrek 
Luca, and others, recreate the time of the heroic resistance 
of the Albanian people to the invasion of the Ottoman hordes. 
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Our theatre gives an important place to plays w 
evoke the glorious epic of the National Liberation War s' 

' ,<• 

as «The Prefect» by Besim Levonja, «The General of, 
Dead Army», a theatrical adaptation by Piro Mani of ;.t 
novel of the same title by L Kadare, «The Fisherm 
Family» by Su~ejman Pitarka, «Dom Gjoni» by Kol ,:' 
kova, etc. \ 

Several Albanian plays tackle problems connected 
the great social transformations and \he popular revolut 
the land reform, the great socialist nationalizat~ons 
Worth mentioning among others is the play «Our Land,..i 
Kol Jakova. These plays centre on the dramatic conf 
arising from the antagonistic contradictions of the Afba · 
reality existing. in Albania at that time. Family conflicts · ·· 
su~o:dinated to social conflicts, and plots develop thro ' 
political decay of the feudal-bourgeois society and ; 
final liquidation. 

. An ii:riportant place belongs to the plays which t 
their subJect from the work for the futher revolutioni 
tion of th~ whole life ?f the country. The great so 
transformat10ns, accompamed by transformations in the c;' 

racter of man,. gave a new impulse to Albanian dra ' 
Predo_minant in. the p!ays of this period is the positiv~ he' 
who is not .a~ mvent~on of the playwrights, but the prod 
of the soc1ahst reality of this revolU'tionary period. . 
struggle for the emancipation of woman has brought to t 
~ore the figure of woman. The characters of young worn. 
m the. plays «The Highland Girl» by Loni Papa, «T. 
B1:1llet m the Dowry» by Fadil Kraja, and otl].ers, fighti 
with courage for the triumph of the new, for their righ 
are drawn very truthfully. 

Along with other problems of the theatre of these 
cent years, the description of the relations between t ' 
individual and the collective occupies an important plac 
Many plays underline the 'role of the masses in the educ 
tion and transformation of man, of the individual, who 
existence as such is not negated, but on the contrary, · 
held in higrh esteem as far as his activity responds to t · 
interests of the collective, society. The plays ·«The Seco 
Face» by Dritero Agolli, «The Men of the Rock» by Kad 
Piro, •-<The Lady of the Town» by Ruzhdi Pulaha, and mor. 
others, along with major social problems, also treat problem, 
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of the relations and contradictions emerging in the. course 
of daily life and show the way to overcome them. 'fhe 
introduction of this new 'element into the Albanian drama 
is determined by the great role of the collective in society. 

The plays of Albanian playwrights, classical or contem
porary, put on the stages of our country, testify to the 
increased creative capacity of actors, producers and decora
tors. The fact that major works of the world theatre such 
as «<Othello», «Hamlet», ·~King Lear» by Shakespeare, «Love 
and Intrigue» by Schiller, .. The Auditor» by Gogol, «The 
Noble Bourgeois», «The Miser», «Tartuff» by Moliere, «The 
enemies» by Gorki, «Beyond the Harison» and «The Bells of 
the Kremlin>> by Pogodin, <<Arturo Ui» by Brecht, etc. were pu+ 
on stage, is a great success for the Albanian dra~aturgy. 

With the spirit which animates it, the Albaman theatre 
serves the political and aesthetical education of the broad 
working masses. 

In the years after Liberation a number of professional 
theatrical troops, besides the People's Theatre, have been 
set up all over the country. 

Parallel with this, in work places, villages, schools, army 
units etc. thousands of amateur artistic groups have been 
created. They perform regularly before the public especially 
during theatrical olympiads or other artistic manifestations. 

The cinematography 

In 1947 a group of Albanian film-makers shot the first 
Albanian chronicle film, at a time when other countries 
had years of experience in this field. Thus, the art of film
making, the youngest of the seven arts, began in Albania 
on virgin soil. Experienced and skilled cadres were lack
ing, there were only some primitive makeshift appliances. 

The films made during the period after Liberation bear 
the imprint of the new reality of the Albanian lif~, of the 
march of the country on the road of the construction of the 
new socialist society; they are, at the same time, a biography 
of the «New Albania» Film-studio itself. 

Hundreds of documentary and chronicle films illustrate 
the first mass actions organized to heal the wounds of the 
war, or the selfless work of the people for the industriali
zation of the country, the development of the economy and 
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culture .. ~ilm-making developed in quality and its ideologi' 
and artistic level was constantly raised in the process. 

The :«New A~bania» Film-studio, with a number · , 
laboratori~s and the related equipment, was set up in 19 
After a time the first foll-1ength films were made rel · 
on our own forces and means, among them: <<Tana» <<Debat" 
and others, which were shown with great success. ' 

A~ter t~e 60's, especially in the more recent years, 
Albanian c.mematography has increased its production 
documentaries and news-reels. The documentaries «The Da 
of. the Eagles», ·~Sword in Hand», «The City of a Thous .·· 
W1i:i~ow.s», «I~. the Service of Public Health», «Oii-weH 54 
«~igJem», •<GJirokastra», «With ora Fishermen», «A Signif.ica: 
Sil~n7e» and many more, are works of great ideological a·· 
arti~tic value, highly appreciated by both the Albanian an 
foreign spectators. 

The art of film-making h~s reached higher peaks, h. 
becor:ie more mature from the ideological and aesthetic poi 
of v1.ew .. The number .of good films, which make a gre 
contribut101:1 to the enrichment of the national artistic tre' 
sury, ?as mcreased: Films like «A Special Mission», « ' 
Commi~sar of the Light», <<Triumph over Death», «Our Lan 
«The First Years», :•Op~n Horizons», «The Eighth in Bronze: 
«O~d Wounds, «White Lmes», «On the Threshold of Summer· 
«Narrow St~ets ~hirsting for Light», «The Highland Girl 
-«The Guerrilla Unit», «?'races~>, «J>oppies on the Wall», «G · 
neral <?namophone», ·~Girls with the Red Rilbbon», etc. liav 
met ':1th a warm reception in the country and abroad. .·•· 

'Fil~ pro?uction in Albania has increased fivefold i', 
c?mparison with the beginning of the 60's. The Albania 
~mematography has shown itself in a position to produc · 
f~lms of. world standards, which have won prizes at interna' 
t10nal . film festivals. 

In the last ten years the Albanian cinematography ha• 
~evel~ped different genres of the art; films for· children' 
mcludm? c~r~oo~s and animated cartoons, feature films, po . 
pul~r sci~nt1fic f~lms, etc. The laboratories of the «New Al· 
bama» Film-studio have been modernized. · 

As a gen:re. o~ popular art, the Albanian film is strongl · 
based ?n the prmciples of socialist realism and Marxist-Leninis 
esthetics. r.t takes its subjects from the active life of the, 
people, their .struggle for the liberation and defence of their' 

CULTURE 455 

country, the conflicts between new concepts and old back
ward customs, from the struggle for the revolutionary tran
sformations .in the everyday life of the . country. Thf 
Albanian films reflect the heroic road trav·ersed by the 
Albanian people, their traditions and noble customs, their 
desires and aspirations, the historical reality until the 
liberation of the country and the reality of the struggle and 
work for the construction of socialism. The heroes of the 
Albanian films are modest, hardworking people, ordinary wor
kers and peasants, soldiers, and people's intellectuals. 

This has nothing in common with degenerate erotism, 
the cult of murder and violence, which are so widespread 

. in ·the decadent Western and revisionist cinematography. In 
Albania all paths are blocked to degeneration and confusion 
in social life, and among the youth in particular, to the 
development of prostitution and crime. 

A large number of film specialists have been trained in 
the course of work. Every new film comes out with new 
names, young talents that continue to swell the ranks of 
Albanian film-ma~ers. 

The film has become a powerful means for the education 
and recreation of the masses of working people. Instead of 
17 small cinemas which existea before liberation, in the end 
of 1975 there were 410 motion-picture houses, autocinemas 
and ambulant cinema sets in the cities, villages and produc
tion centres. 

The film has broad perspectives of development in Al-
bania; in 1980 the .. New Albania» Film-studio produced 40 
documentary films, 26 newsreels, 10 animated cartoons and 
14 full-length feature films. In the meantime, new sections 
for filming, screening, film processing, a new film archive, 
all complete with modern technique, have been built. 

Revival of the figurative arts 

The first national exhibition of the figurative arts was 
opened! in Tirana in 1945, i.e., only one year after the coun
try's liberation. Twenty-two painters and sculptors partici
pated with portraits, landscapes, drawings, compositions, all 
on a reduced scale. This was the beginning of a series of 
annual exhibitions which reflect the development of the fi
gurative arts as an integral part of the development of the 
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new Albanian culture. Since then the number of painte · 
and sculptors has increased, various genres of the figurati . 
arts have developed, many large-scale compositions, mon 
mental paintings and sculptural groups have been produc 
Imposing busts and monuments, memorial plaques and statu ' 
have been put up in public squares, gardens and histori 
places. Along with national exhibitions, local exhibitions 
exhibitions of works of individual artists are often organiz 
As against one exhibition in 1945, scores of exhibitions ar 
organized every year in the cities and even in the agricultura 
cooperatives. As against 22 artists exhibiting their works i. 
1945, the names of hundreds of professional and amateu 
artists figure in the national exhibition today. Exhibitio ·· 
of works of Albanian painters and sculptors have also beeti 
opened in many foreign countries, arousing the interest and 
admiration of the visitors with the militant spirit of lheir; 
works as well as with their healthy content and artistic 
realism. · 

. These achievements speak clearly of the development and: 
revival. of the arts in our country. As is known, under Ot-,, 
toman domination, islamic religion prohibited the expression 
of the human figure in painting whereas Christian orthodox 

. rules prohibited its expression in sculpture. The figurative, 
arts completely declined in the long period of the Middle, 
Ages. Under the regime of King Zog, the arts were neither~ 
encouraged nor supported. In the years of the people's power, 
however, all the conditions have been created for the broadest · 
possible development of the figurative arts. " 

In. Albania today there are quite a few painters who· 
h.ave given proof .of their outstanding creative abilities. Be- ·• 
sides them, an army of amateur artists make their contribu
tion to the ~ew socialist art, to the revolutionary education 
of the workmg masses and the formation of the new man. 
The main concern of the artists is to reflect the many aspects 
of the socialist reality, lilre the other kinds of art do. 

. During the first decades since 1944 great efforts were 
ma?e. to . cap.ture and reproduce the heroic spirit of the 
£oc.iahst Me m. gen~ral a~d of the new man in particul.ar. 
This element :s evident m a good number of paintings, 
«The .Proclamat10n of the Republic» (by F. Ha}Chiu), •<·Assembly 
Worikers» (ISh. !Hysa), «Our Land» (Z. Shoshi), «The Land 
Reform» (G. Mad.hi), etc. The heroic character of the time is 
revealed in· the realistic portraits of heroes or ·in compositions 
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illustrating the selfless work and efforts of the sons and 
daughters of the people. The way they choose their subjects 
and the creative manner in which they treat them enable the 
artists to reproduce the characteristic Albanian way of think
ing, the charaderistic Albanian world, in all its national 
colouring. 

The Albanian painters draw inspiration from life, from 
the work and of the working class of Albania. Large
size paintings of a monumental character portray the typical 
worker in typical moments of life and work at the plant 
or factory. This type of painting reached its maturity in the 
50's. Though fewer in numbers and not always successful 
artistically, the works of this period have their value in the 
fact that they reflect the growing interest of the artists in 
active life and their adoption of the method of socialist 
realism. The ambition to create works illustrating the life 
and action of the great working masses is one of the posi
tive tendencies of the 50's . 

In the 60's the figure of the worker is treated more 
extensively and more thoroughly. Advancing with the years, 
the artists achieve a greater degree of ideological and political 
insight into the phenomena of reality. The theme of the 
working class is treated with greater variety and vi
tality. The painting which has the worker as its main 
figure develops along several lines. In the beginning the por
trait of the worker is predominant. Later, in the second 
half . of the 60's, the figure of the worker is represented in 
close connection with the environment. This figure, however, 
is represented more completely in larger composit!ons, 
which begin to predominate in this ~enre. Its development 
in the 60's is due to the close links of the painters with life, 
to their richer experience of the active life for the socialist 
transformation of the country, and their higher degree of 
ideological maturity and professional skill. 

In the recent times among the Albanian painters pre
dominates the tendency to the treatment of the theme of 
the working class on a monumental scale, realized in terse 
artistic language. 

The new socialist life in the village occupies an im
portant place in Albanian painting. From the 50's this theme 
has been treated with ever new methods, according to each 
phase of the historical, development of the country. The 
great revolutionary transformations in the countryside have 
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become a source of inspiration for the painters, who concentra' 
on the portraying of the positive figure of the peasant. B 
it is only in the 60's that the rural theme in painting gai 
new depth accompanied with a ris,e of its ideological 
artistic level. The painters ltry to bring into relief the ne 
which the socialist transformation of the countryside '. 
brought about in the peasant's life in general, in his da· 
work and inner world; they emphasize the growing role 
the ordinary man as an active participant in the constru 
tion of the new life. After 1966 the rural theme in painti · 
finds its vivid material in the mass labour actions. Dependi ' 
on the individuality of each artist, the stress is put on th' 
or that distinguishing feature of the new socialist man. 

The Alban'ian sculpture today is in a certain sense 
~ontinua'tion of the best traditions of the past, develope 
m and enrlched with ~he spirit of patriotism and the popula 
character of the new times. · 

, Qualitative changes appear in the new interpretaition o 
ph~nomena by the scul:ptors whose activity beg'ins in th 
period before the liberation of the country. People's Artist; 
Odhise Paskali has created a number of busts in which the 
s7arch for the Albanian type is a predominant feature o~ 
his art. In the lbust of People's Hero Vojo Kushi the courage 
and fearlessness of the staunch fighter for the revolution is 
embodied. Janaq Pago also departs from the established 
classical norms in presenting the inner world of the commu
nist fighter Qemal Stafa. , 

~lbanian sculpture is acquiring ever new features, which: 
manifest themselves not only in its growing interest in actual 
problems, but also in its rising skill of artistic execution its, 
heaMhy .~:piri't of innova·tion which every day adds to ' the1 

old :tradition. The tendency today is towards increasing di
vers1~y of f.o~ms and means, and individuality of styles. The 
cre~tive acfiv1ty of the Albanian sculptors shows that socialist , 
realism, as a method, enables them to enrich their means 
of expression. . 

~he .Albanian s.cu!pture today has acquired a new di
mens:wn m the realistic reflection of life and the revolution 
in the conditions of our country, which is the essence of 
the movement for innovation in the Albanian arts. This new 
?ackground ~z:igenders new forms of artistic expression. Orig
inal compos1t10n, plasticity and clarity of forms, dynamism, 
as well as a marked t·endency towards the monumental, as 
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dictated by the very natrure of the ideas and emotional world 
which it reproduces, are the main features of this new ten
dency in sculpture. 

The striving to represent the reality in its wide diver-
sity has added to the freshness, vividness and truthfulness 
of Albanian sculpture. The attraction by themes from actual 
life is seen in the development of major genres, in the crea
tion of a considerable number of monumental sculptural 
groups. 

Decadent currents and different «isms» in vogue in 
many oountries. of thie world are alien to the Albanian 
artists. 

Development of music 
The nature of the Albanian music is optimistic. It can 

draw on the tich treasury of the folk music to sing to the 
joy of life and work, to the glory of the battles won, to the 
present and the future. The Albanian folk artist has im
mortalized the .memory 1of llis heroes fallen in battle in all 
kind of melodies and songs. Nevertheless, the anti-popular 
regimes of the past, neglect!ful of the culture. of our people 
in general, were an impediment to all progress, so much so 
that outstanding figures of Albanian music, the brilliant so
prano Tefta Tashko, the outstanding tenor Kristaq Antoniu 
and others were forced to develop their talents abroad. 

Albanian musical 1art proper was born in •the mountains 
as a call for national liberation. To the melodies and songs 
that the partisan fighters brought with them from the moun
tains were ad!ded the melodies and' songs of the new life, 
the songs of the joy of work. New talents emerged, the 
ranks of composers increased. Besides songs, ron11ances, rhap
sodies and ballads, the repertOires of our musical groups and 
orchestras were enriched with oratorios, musical tableaus 
and other major genres, which brought a new element to 
the Mlbanian musical world. In this manner, the Albanian 
operetta, opera and ballet came into being. Overh~res, c~n
certos for piano, violin, flute, etc., chamber music, smtes 
and symphonies are now performed in concert halls all over 
Albania. 

One of the rn(ajor works ·of Albanian mus'ic was the 
operetta .... Agimi» by Kristo Kono, who also wrote the vocal

, symphonic poem «The Martyrs of Borova». Later came the 
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oratorios by Kostandin Trako, the first 
Zadeja, etc. 

The first Alibanian opera, ·«Mrika» by Preng Jakov , 
was '.f>Ut o~. stage in 1954. It was followed by <-<The Spring; 
by Tish DaiJa, ·«The Flower of Memory» by Kristo Kono, «Th 
Hero_ines» by Vangjo Nova, and others. In 1963 the Albania ' 
pubh7 were -~iven the first national ballet, «Halili and Hajria . 
by Tish D~iJa. Later, the ballets «DelinJa» by <;esk Zadeja 
«~he Parhsar;» by K?zma Lara, «The Highland Girl» b ; 
Nikolla Zaraqi, «The Fisherman's Family» by Tish Daija, etc. 
were produced. < 

. In 1968, on the 500th anniversary of the death of the 
Nat10nal Hero, Gjergj Kastrioti-Skanderbeg, the operas «Skan-'. 
der~eg» by Preng Jalmva and «From the Mists» py Pjeter·\ 
Gac1 were produced. · 

The musical life of the country has been enriched with 
thousands of songs which are sung all over the country, with ' 
a nu~ber of ?peras, operettas, musical ~omedies, etc., as well . 
as with musJ.Cal plays for children. To all this should be. 
a_dded the ballets and concerts of the May Decade, song fes
tivals and the frequent symphonic concerts. 

One ~an say wit~out hesitation that today the Albanians · 
ha~e t~eir own music, not only because musical works have ... 
-their libretos and words in Albanian, but ,also, and above ·· 
all, be~ause they have a deeply Albanian character, develop 
accordmg to the great laws of the true proletarian art and 
the method of socialis·t realism. ' 

The radio and television 

After the establishment of the people's power the radio 
underwent g;reat development. The number of broad
casting s_tation.s increased b.eyond comparison with the period 
before hberat10n. The mam rfad'io station is Radio Tirana. 
~he total power of the Albanian radio stations is about 650 
times as great as that of the period before the War. The 
Alb~nian television, with. its centre in Tirana, is modernly 
equipped and together with the radio stations of the1 coun
try, constitut~~ th: material base for carrying out the cul
tural and pol~tlcal-i1dealogical propaganda of the Party. They 
make the voice of the Albanian people heard all over the 
world. 

With the complete .electr'ification of the country almost 
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every Albanian family can listen to the radio and w:atch TV 
programs, through which the broad masses. of w~r~mg peio
ple are educated with the Marxist-Leni~i~t spmt of . the 
Party, are tempered ideologically and poht1ca1:J.y and given 
the possibility to broaden the horizons of their knowledge. 
The number of radio and TV sets has increased incalculably 
in comparison with the recen't past. 

The many and diversified radio and TV programs are 
suited to a vast auditorium, to all categories of people, 
ages, and professions. There are broadcasts for. wor~ers, co?
perativists, students, women, young people and little . chil
dren. ,A.bout 30'-40 per cent of the broadcasts of Radio Tirana 
and the Albanian television are devoted to spoken programs. 
Information occupies the greatest part of radio programs. ~hort 
condensed information, full of figures and facts, chromcles, 
reports and interviews, telephone conversations and corres
pondenoe, all this has introduced into every house the. every
day life of the country in all ilts diversity, along with the 
word of the Party addressed to the working masses. 

Part of the programs of the radio and television is se1: 
aside for talks of an ideological character, which contribute 
to rthe education of the masses with the Mlar:ids1t-Leninist 
ideology,. the upvooting of the hangovers of the reactionary 
ideology of the overthrown classes and alien influences to 
socialism, the discarding of retrogressive mouldy customs 
~nd rites, the tempering of the .new man. 

Numerous broadcasts ad.ldressed to the peasants and the 
townspeople illustrate the successes achieved in the work 
for the socialist construction in the country. Through these 
programs the radio and telev'ision propagate advanced ex
perience, the innovations and rationaliza'tions made by the 
advanced workers, the recent discoveries in science and 
technology, the major contriibution made to the development 
of the people's economy. 

Through the radio and television pr'Ograms the working 
pelople follow the . dev·elopment of the ar'ts, literature and 
cinema, gain a better knowledge of the works of the best 
progressive w!riters anld artists of the world. 

Musical programs also occupy an important place in the 
radio and television broadcas".:s. They make people acquainted 
with folk music and the works of our composers. Part of the 
programs is devoted to operas, fragments of classical or con
t€mporary music by foreign composers. 
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. '.l'he protag~n1sts of the ptrograms of the radio ,and 
levis10n are mamly working people, who, through 
powerful means of communication, show their .success 
exchange their experience, express their opinions about t 
probl~ms which preoccupy . them,: The . spoken programs, 
mention only .them, call before the microphlone· or the 
cai:iera. tens of hundreds of workers and intellectuals. 
this mannelr, the radio and television have .become a re 
school, a. tribun.e f~o:ffi which the Marxist-Leninist ideolog~ 
the technical, scientific, cultural and artlstic thought is sprea 
all over the .country. . 

Radio Tirana broadcasts 80 hours regular programs · 1 

1~ languages f.or foreign listeners each day. Many of thes 
priogr~ms a7e mtende~ 'to. acquaint the foreign listener wit~ 
JA~bama, .with the h1stonoal past of the Albanian people; 
wit~ their strug~le against their many enemies for theii'; 
nati10~al and social liberation1, their experience of the con-; 
struction of so~ialism, their achievements in industry, agri-1 
.c_ul'ture, education and culture, as well as in all the other. 
~ields of everyday life. ,Par1J ,of the programs is dev10ted to " 
news. anld coi:nment~ries on international events, which analyse\ 
~h~ mternat10nal si'tuatio~ .~n the ~arxist-Leninislt spirit,.~~ 
pomt out the stand of socialist Albania towards international§ 
events, exp~se the aggressive policy of· the superpowers and 
other reacbionary forces, lay bare the main contradictions 
of our epoc?, illu3trate land encourage the class ·struggle of 
t?e pr?letanat and the movement fo:r the national and social 
hberat10n of the oppressed peoples and countries. 

Culture - the patrimony of the entire people 

The cultural institutions in pre-liberated Albania could 
be counted on the fingers of one hand. The whole country 
c.oUld. boast only a few cinemas, two museums and 5 public 
libraries. The \theatre, the opera, the circus, the variety 
theatre, the house or hearth of cultture, etc were unknown. 
And even those few e~isting cultural institutions were fre- ' 
quented only by a handful of people. 

Afier the .. establishment of the people's state power a 
broad and unified system ·of cultural and artistic institutions 
was set up. During this period the first professional artistic 

institutions - the drama theatre, the puppet theatre, the opera 
troupe, several circuses, variety show t~eatres, etc. were 
set up. In 1979 the country had 26 profess:i.onal theatre tr~u
pes, 1,900 museums, museum-h?use.s or .room~, 1,751 of which 
in the countrysirle. Of 5 public libraries with 1.3,000 books 
the country had in 1938, in 1979 their number mcreased to 
47 with 3,700,000 books. At its present stage of development 
Albania has one cultural-artistic institution for every 600 
inhabitants. . 

More impor1lant stiH is the fact that favourable co?d1-
tions have been created for the masses to pursue various 
cultural and artistic activities. The number of books in li
braries has increased over 100 times against the pre-war 
period, without •including here ~he . ma~y libra_ries of produc
tion centres, schools and other mstitutions which are open to 
everyone. Services in them are free of charge. 

The cultural artistic institutions, including the Opera 
and Ballet Theatre, organize tours, not only in towns J:mt 
also in the countryside, in different work places, construct10n 
sites, army units, hospitals, schools, etc. . . 

In order to enable all the working peop~e to participate 
in the cultural life of the country, ticket charges for cultural 
artistic performances are very low. In this case, . too, the 
state defrays most of the expenditure for the development 
of art and culture. Cinema tickets cost 1.5 or 2 leks, and for 
organized groups only 0.5 leks; tickets for professional artis
tic performances, including those of the Opera and Ballet 
Theatre, cost from 2 to 3 leks. 

The Albanian working people are not only spectators, 
but ialso creators of art and culture. It is only after Libera
tion that a new type of cultural institution - the palace 
of cuilture, the cultural club, the house and hearth of. c~l
ture, began to carry out its political and cultural activity 
among the masses of working people. In 1973 there were 
2 000 houses and hearths of culture, without speaking of 
the thousands of «red-stands» set up at work places all 
over the country. 

This extensive development of cultural and educational 
institutions speaks of the great work done for the ideological 
anid cultural revolution. In these institutions the working 
people read, listen to co~ce7ts, ?onf eren~e~ and .di.s7ussio~s, 
work in literary or artistic circles, visit exh1bit10ns, m 
general spend their leisure time in a cultured manner. There 
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are special instructors attached to the above-mentioned i 
tutions. -~ 

Education of children and cultivation of new talents 
the main concern of young pioneers' palaces and houses, c 
prising various sections and circles, sports grounds, cine ·' 
etc. All the schools of the country also run various circles·~ 
young talents. 

Economic enterprises and cultural institutions in to 
and countryside, schools and army units have an organ· ' 
syste~ for t.he stu~y of Marxism-Lerninism anJd for the p. 
pagat10n of mnovat10ns and inventions, for the disseminati' 
of scie!1tific ideas, as well as circles dealing with proble' 
of hygiene and health protection. 
. . The pop1:1lar character of culture in the People's S 

ciahst Hep.ubhc o~ .Mban.ia is. also manifested in Hs profoun 
ly r~volut10nary ideological content and spirit which refle 
the interests and aspirations of the broad masses their effo 
for the construction of a new life. All artistic '.activities a.· 
pervaded by the strong revolutionary feelings of the mass 

The popU!lar character of our art is also reflected in th 
composition of the large army of Albanian artists. They a .' 
the sons and daughters of the people, workers and peasan · 
for whom the people's power has created all the possibilitiEf 
to )develop their talent. Therefore, they spare nothing to serv 
the people. 

The ideal of a life of luxury and isolation from t 
masses of the people is alien to the Albanian artists. The 
are one with the masses, live and work with them. Like al ·1 

our 
1
pe.ople's intelligentsia, they take direct part in productive 

won~:. m. ord.er to be able to know better all aspects of lifej\ 
t?e difficulties of the masses of working people, in order ta 
lmk themselves better with the masses and to inspire them-' 
selves from their heroic spirit. From time to time Albanian 
writers and ar~ists. leave their studios and ateliers and go 
to work and hve m the countryside, at construction sites. 
and industrial centres where they find the material for 
their realistic works. 

For the idiscovery and encouragement of new talents 
artistic festivals and «decades», competitions of amateu; ' 
gr°:ups of enterprises, . schools, army units, agricultural coope
ratives, etc. are organized by the state on a national or local 
scale. 

People of the different branches of literature, the fine 
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arts and music, participate in the discussion of their works 
by the broad masses. Frequently, after a performance, thea
tres become pl~ces of heated discussion of the work which 
has just been put on stage. Public meetings with the par
ticipation of the authors are organized to discuss new li
terary works. 

Thanks to these achievementls the arts and culture in 
the People's ·Socialist Republic of Albania have become a 
rea1l patrimony of the broad masses of the. people. Today 
they serve the ideological and aesthetic education of the 
masses and contribute directly to the construction of social
ism in Albania. 

The road of Albanian science 

In the centuries the Albanian people have defended 
their native 1land and their national dignity not only by 
the fore€ of their arms but also by the vitality of their cul
ture and knowledge. From among their ranks have emerged 
many unnamed talents, creators of monumental works of 
architecture and painting, of magnificent rhapsodies which 
have defied the centuries, eminent men who belong to both 
the national and world history - statesmen, generals and 
humanists of worM stature. However, the activity of our 
men of letters in the past never went beyond the limits of 
individual initiatives, despite their love of the language, folk
lore, literature and history of their people. The feudal-hour'" 
geois regime of Zog, which tried to foil all progressive ini
tiative. abandoned all the fundamental problems of our na
tional ·life and culture to foreign students and scienti>ts. 
Therefore, before the li'beration of the country, the dream of 
the Albanian patriots to see their country wd.th an academy, 
university, scientific research institutions, remained a utopia. 

The triumph of the people's revolution paved the way 
for the Albanian people to develop their culture, to extend 
their knowledge, to make progress., In the conditions of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat the creative forces of the 
talented Albanian people were given, for the first time in 
their history, all the possibilities of development. 

The socialist regime cannot be conceived without a cul
ture education and science of its own, because H is the most 
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advanced order, founded on the knowledge and implem' 
tation of the laws of nature and society for the well-be 
of the people. Therefore, the very first steps taken af! 
Liberation were accompanied with important measures 
the development of science at rates unknown in the 
history of Albania and of many countries which boast gr;~ 
traditions in the field of science. ·· 

Under the people's power, all the branches of the . 
banian economy have developed at rapid rates. The Alba ' 
economy relies on the achievements of modern science 
technology and introduces them into production and ot 
economic activities. Assessing the great role and importan 
of science for the development of the economy and cultu 
the 'Party of Labour of Albania and the people's power e' 
courage scientific-research activities, taking organization' 
technical and materia11 measures for the training of . 
cadres necessary for the development of research wo 
which will enable Albanian scientific thought to reach ne 
heights. Science, from the concern of a narrow circle · ' 
people, has been transformed into a broad, organized . a ' 
planned activity of the state. Today it is carried on ·· 
many institutes in the centre and in the districts, by scie' 
tific groups and councils, technical and technological burea ' 
the chairs of the higher schools and the institutions und. 
the Academy of Sciences. 

The broad masses of working people participate exte: 
sively in the scientific life of the country. With their activit: 
they help the eX'tension of 'scientific work in the great pr 
duction centres. They carry out thousands of exper' 
ments in agriculture, work in scores of technical and tech' 
nological bureaus set up in all production centres, are activ .· 
in experimental schools, scientific circles . and association · 
where they learn new things and sum up what they hav 
learned. 

In recent years, and especially after the founding of th 
Academy bf Sciences of the PSR of Albania, many con~ 
ferences, sessions and congresses on scientific problems have 
been organized with the participation of many foreign scholars; 
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The Academy of Sciences of the PSR of Albania 

Relying on 1the work done in the course of more than a 
quarter of a century for the consolidation of socialist culture, 
the 2nd Plenum of the CC of the Party of Labour of Albania 
held on June 20, 1972, adopted the decision on the creation 
of the Academy of Sciences of the People's Socialist Republic 
of Albania, which was sanctioned by decree of the Presidium 
of the People's Assembly of October 10, 1972. This date 
marks the founding of the Academy. 

The first session of the Alssembly of the Academy of 
Sciences of the People's Republic of Albania was held on 
January 25, 1973. The founding of this institution is the 
result of the all-round material and spiritual development 
of the country, as well as a necessity dictated by the great 
tasks set by the construction of socialism at that stage and 
by the brilliant perspectives opened to our country in the 
future. Albania has. already embarked on the road of in
tensive socialist development, which calls for most rational 
utilization of material and human reisources, higher produc~ 
tivity of labour and more qualified management in all spheres 
of socialist activity. The present stage of the economic and 
cultural development of the country makes necessary more 
profound and comprehensive studies for a further improve
ment of the method of direction of scientific work, a better 
co-ordination of scientific activities on a national scale, so 
that scientific and technical forces F.md means are employed 
in a more rational and profitable manner and the qualifica
tion of cadres is carried on sounder scientific bases .. 

Through its leading body and its various sections, the 
scientific institutions attached to it, land their special com
missions, the Academy of Sciences plays an important role 
in the solution of problems connected with the organization 
of scientific activities, and, in particular, with their co-ord
ination on a national scale. The Academy of Sciences of the 
People's Soaialist Republic of .Mbania has the primary task 
of developing research and study on the scientific criteria 
of the Marxist-Leninist methodology in the sciences which 
come within the domain of activity of the institutions at
tached to it, of co-ordinating the scientific research of the 
various institutions depending on it, of submitting to the 
competent organs the more important problems of the de-
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velopment of new branches and disciplines of science a 
technique, of introducing the new methods into producti · 
and scientific research, as well as studying all questions co 
nected with the training of new scientific cadres. The acad '· 
ensures the ,co-ordination of the work of all the instituti · 
attached to it, as well as of all the other scientific instituti 
depending on the ministries. 

The Academy of Sciences directs the work of a num 
of scientific research centres, such as the Institute of Risto , 
the Institute of Philology and !Literature, the Institute 
Popµlar CuJture, the Institute of ,Economic Studies, the Insti 
te of Nudear Physics, the Institute of Hydrometeorology, t ·· 
Computer Centre, the Hydraulic Laboratory and the Seismolo 
ical Centre. Other dnstitutions., serving the further devefopme 
of the economy and culture, will be set up in the futur · 
Their activities will cover general theoretical problems, . 
well as the applied sciences. The Assembly of the Acadeni 
of Sciences has three large sections: social sciences, natu 
sciences, and technical sciences, which cover all the disc~ 
plines and studies. i 

The Academy of Sciences of the People's Socialist R " 
public of Albania, either on its own or in co-ordination wi 
the University of Tirana and other scientific and educationa. 
institutions, organizes natiOnal conferences and congresse· 
frequently witli the participation of foreign guests. .. 

All the scientific activity of the Academy of Sciences o,, 
the People's Socialist Republic of Albania is based on th , 
Marxist-Lenini·st world outlook. This is one of the superiori 
ties of science in our socialist order, which enables it alway 
to find its bearings in lthe labyrinth of the unknown, o 
making correct interpretations of facts and phenomena, o 
drawing correct theoretical and 1practical conclusions, whil · 
at the same time waging a stern struggle of principle agains, 
idealism, metaphysics and theology, rwhich are the enemie' 
of genuine science and inhibit progress. The proletarian party. 
spirit is a constant teature of Albanian science. ' 

Science in Albania. is not and never will be the privilege.' 
of an elite. In the address of the Central Committee of the: 
Party of Labour of A1bania and of ·bhe Council of Ministers 1 

of the PSR of Albania to the first meeting of the Assembly · 
of the Academy of Sciences, it is said among other things: 
••The people and science, these two great historical force~s, · 
which until yesterday were divided and divorced from each 1 
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other, today, in the conditions of socialism, operate together, 
multiplying their forces to speed up the process of develop
ment of society. In our country, scientific thought is ever 
more becoming the patrimony of the masses of the people 
and enriching their creative activities.» · 

Scientific activity in Albania is not a question of personal 
preference or choice, or the domain of a given group or 
collective. It is a very important sphere of state activity, 
which develops according to a plan and in the interest of the 
state, society and science itself. The· social responsibility of 
science does not in the least restrict the individual scientific 
freedom of the scientist. On the contrary, it illuminates the 
road for ithe man of science, increases the value of his work 
for society, enables him to tackle important theoretical and 
practical problems of the presenit rand the future. 

The progress of Albanian science is not unconnected v·ith 
the development of world science. Though it is a small 
country with limited possibilities, Albania is extremely inte
rested in the new acquisitions of :world progressive science, 
and tries to appropriate rapidly and with effectiveness the 
achievements of modern science and technique. This is one 
of the important tasks of the Academy of Sciences. 

The Academy of Sciences represents Albania in the in
ternational arena, making its voice heard in scientific as
sociations and congresses abroad. The links of Albanian 
science with world science do not develop in one way only. 
Albanian scienete also contributes to world science by pu
blishing the results it has achieved; it has its say in the 
field of scientific research, especially in those sciences which 
are more immediate~y linked with the speciflic problems of 
Albania. 

Towards the brilliant peaks of science 

In the course of the years untler the people's power 
Albanian scientific thought has made great strides ahead. 
Freed from sponfaneity and subjectivism, the new Albanian 
science has orientated itself towarids the fundamental pro
blems of economic and cu]tural development, towards the 
bolder perspectives which are opened by the new socialist 
order. Here finds its embodiment ithe Marxist-Leninist con
cept of the social rol1e of knowledge and science as a means 
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to study and transform the reality. The results achiev/ 
in. t~e na~ur~l and technical sciences, the ac1tivities carri 
out m this field enable a better utilization of the nat 
~ssets of the country, its mineral ores, its water resourc 
1ts useful plants, et~. in the interest of the development 
~he economy .. In~e?sive work is being done to resolve ma. 
important scientific questions connected with the cliff.ere' 
~ectors of the socialist economy, agriculture, constructi ·· 
~ndustry, health service, defence, etc. for designing and buil 
i~g con:plex hydro-electric planits of world standards f 
disoo':'ermg a~d minin~ the riches of the. subsoil, for 'co 
structmg farmi?g machinery, industrial equipment, etc. •• 
. Many studies are of special theoretical and practi 
interest. Such are, amongst others, the study of the geologic 
str':1'cture and nature of the mineral deposits of the countr 
of its hydro-el~ctric resources, of the productivity of fi 
crops, of ~he in;iprovement of breed.S of livestock, ertc. T. 
new AI?an~an science makes its contribution to the continua· 
n:iodermzat10n and _mechanization of the processes of produ ' 
hon, the ~onstruction of new techniQlogical lineis and ne · 
plants relym~ on the internal material and human resource 

1 

!he Institute ?f Hydrometeorology, by improving t · 
quahty of observations 1and their interpretation, has largef 
met the urg_ent demands of the economy with useful dat' 
oonnected with the construction of the projects of the fiv--·•·· 
year plans; it htas carried out a series of studies in the fiel 
of meteorology, hydrology and hydro-chemistry for the as 
sesisment of climatic conditions and hydraulic resources o• 
the muntry, and for their large-scale utilization in the re"' 
lated sectors of the people's economy. ,'' 

. The Seismological Centre, besides the recordi11g of seis·~· 
mic pher:omenla,_ has co?1piled the ca'talogue of earthquakes' 
of Al?ama for the period 1800-1970 and completed an in-~ 
terestmg study on the seismological map of Albania. . 

. Th~ Institute of Nuclear Physics has applied advanced\ 
b10physical methods in ~arious sectors of production and , 
research, in collaboration with different institutes and scien
tific centres of production. The Computer Centre applies with 
~uocess new computer methods for the study and solution of 
important probl:ms of _many branches: in geology, electric " 
pawer, ~onst~uct10n, agrrculture, planning, statistics, mechan
ical-engmeermg industry, etc. 

In the field of social studies an important place is oc-
6 
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cupied by problems of socialist constiruction, which are seen 
from a broad economic, socio-political, ideological and cultu_ral 
angle and in ·the context of the history of the Al):laman 
people. · . · . 

Our social sciences base themselve1s on the rich experience 
created by the Party of Labour of .Albania, which has re
solved many complex problems of the socialist revolution and 
development of the country in a creative manner and on a 
Marxist-Leninist scientific basis, making a valuable contribu
tion to the theory and practice of scientific socialism on an 
international plane as well. 

In its principled struggle against modern revisionism and 
imperialism, the PLA has firmly def ended and developed 
the Marxist-Leninist theory, making a major contribution 
to the treatment of many problems of current world develop
ment, and especially the strategy and tactics of the interna
tional revolutionary worker movement. The scientific wor
kers of the research institutes and of the hiigher schools, 
together with a great number of cadres of other sectors, play 
a great role in this outstanding work of .the Party. 

Very positive results have been achieved .in .the fiel~ of 
Alblanological st.udies. In the struggle of prmc1ple aga1!1st 
distorteld, anti-s'cientific and reactionary views of foreign 
scholars, which formerly prevaJled in the Albanological stu
dies, a new Albanallogical science, with many branches b9.sed 
on a scientific materialistic methodology, has been ·created 
in struggle against all pressure exercised today b~ the bo~r
geoiis and revisionist science in this field of social •studil.~s. 
In the process of its consolidation it has resolved a series 
of prolblems of A]banian mater~al and srpiriti.:al c~ture, thus 
becoming an authority in questions of Alba.man history, lan-
guage and letters. ; 

The Institute of Language and Literature has published 
the <<Orthography of the Albanian Language», tJhe «Grammar 
of the Aflbanian Language», the «Dictionary of Current Alba
nian», the <~History of the Albanian Literature», etc. <~Ort~~
graphy of the Albanian Language», based on s01.~nd scientific 
criteria and published for the first time in the ~1story. of ~~e 
literary Alban'ian language, has solved at a high scientific 
level the prolblem of the unLfication of orthography at the 
present stage of development of the Albanian language. 

One of the great successes of .the Institute of History 
is the writing of the «History of Albania» in three volumes. 
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The collective of the Institute of Popular 
devoting its laHentfon to the study of the major proble 
of tradition and innovation in the field of folklore. · 

Fruitful. scientific research work is being carried 
by the Institute of Economic .Studies. This Institute stu 
important problems of the relations of distribution and 
distr.ibution of income, of the productivity of agricultural p 
duct10n, of the perfecting of the system of prices in 
people's economy, etc. 

The plans of the scientific tesearch institutes of 
Academy of Sciences comprise a series of important probl 
The Institute of Hydrometeorology is working on the .. a 
d~ology of A~bania». On the basis of syntheses of the applt+. 
climatology, it is working to fin~sh studies on the main cli ·· 
a tic phenomena. The Seismological Centre has finished 1: .. 
compilation of the seismological map of Albania on the sc • 
1 :500,000. the study of the 1seismicity of the Drin Ri .t 
basin, and is working for better utilization of seismologi · . 
data. The Institute of Nuclear Physics studies a series · 
important problems of production in collaboration with t •;' 
other institutes which do not depend on the Academy. T 
Comupter Centre is dealing ·with a number of complex pr · 
lems of mechanical engineering, geology, construction, ele: 
tric power, agniculture, forestry, planning, hydrometeoolo · · 
ical statistics, etc. 

The Institute of Economic Studies deals with proble 
of distribution, organization and management of the econom 
and of the critique of bourgeois and revisionist vie1ws an 
theonies. 
. The Academy of Sciences promotes scientific work an 

strengthens scientific discipline. A broad organized work ha' 
?een done for the qualification of cadres and for the deepen
ing of the line of the masses in scientific work. - ' 

The settling .up of ~he .~cademy of Sciences, the progress; 
ma·?e by Albaman sc1entif1c thought and the perspectives: 
of l ts development have contributed to the refutation of anti-: 
popular and reactionary views according to which small, 
peoples and ~evelopi~g countries cannot bridge the gap 
created by their technical and scientrific backwardness, and,, 
therefore, cannot develop without foreign technical and. 
scientific aid; that they are doomed to 'live under. political,; 
economic and scientific tutelage of the ••great>>, without which 
they cannot make progress. 

The 8th Congress of the PLA set very important tasks to 
our science. 

The main objective of all the scientific study work is to 
give the 7th Five-year Plan the ~ecessary support to ensure 
its complete fulfilment. Along with this, an important task 
and objective of our science is to begin immediately to carry 
out studies in regard to the next five-year plan (1986-1990). 
Great attention will be paid to the assimilation of contempo
rary achievements and the study of those sciences which are 
applied in the fields of vital importance to us, on which the 
rapid progress of the country depends and which strengthen 
its complete independence. . 

The main forces and means will be concentrated on study
ing our natural assets and, in the first place, in prospecting 
for and the discovery of useful minerals. An important objecti
ve of the scientific work will be ·the ·extension of· studies in 
the field of machine building, the perfecting of the technology 
of production and the mechanization of the work processes, in 
the field of designing and con~truction of diff.erent industrial, 
hydro-technical, civic and other projects. Of special importance 
are the studies in the field of agriculture, especially those 
which have to do with the protection, increas·e and improve
ment of the land, increase of the genetic capacities of seeds 
and breeds, the improvement of agro-technique and the pro
tection of plants and animals. 

Because of the conditions of our country we must persist 
in application. This is the field on which scientific research 
work must be concentrated, first of all. 

Importance will also be attached' to the fundame~tal 
sciences which are the theoretical foundation of the applied 
sciences' and modern technique. The task laid down is that 
the advanced results and methods of these sciences must be 
known and mastered in order to put them as fully as possible 
in the service of production. 

The 8th Congress of the PLA pointed out that the deepen
ing of the technical-scientific revolution in all fields has set 
great masses of people in. motion, has encouraged real 
interest in mastering scientific knowledge mor~ thoroughly 
and in conducting experiments. The possibilities have now 
been created to go over gradually to a wider front of greater 
improvement and transformations, which will. bring ab.out 
more radical changes to the benefit of production, technical 
equipment, technological concepts or organizational forms, not 
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only in individual workshops and factories but al · 
br~nches. To this end, the active role a~d eff:~vm ' 
science must . be further, increased, and it must not e:::ss. 
~lo~ed only m the sc~entific-research institutions, but 
. e t~velof ed and appfaed extensively in the concrete tert 

b
m
1 

. e P ants, the combines, the fields, wherever mat · 
essmgs are produced. 

1 
Thedcreation of the Committe€ of Science and Tee 

ogy un er the Council of Ministers was an . 
~f:~~~fc ~u~nysure kbetter direction and organizatio1:~~r 

wor. 

Chapte.r seven 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

The struggle for people's health 

The example of Albania shows that only socialism creates 
the conditions needed for a radical improvement of the peo
ple's health. In the past Albania was one of the most backward 
countries of Europe in this important field. It is enough to 
mention that expenditure for the maintenance of all the 
health institutions of the country at the time of King Zog 
was almost equal to the pay roll of the King's courtiers. 
Expenditure for public health covered only 1 per cent of 
the budget, whereas the ·royal court alone absorbed 3.7 per 
cent of it. Medical examination cost from 5 to 10 gold francs, 
without speaking of medicines, which cost scores of gold francs. 
The workers could not afford such expenses and, therefore, 
very rarely went to see a doctor. According to pre-Liberation 
statistics the average Allbanian underwent a medical examina
tion once in seven years. 

After Liberation the situation changed completely. The 
state power never separated the improvement of the well
being of the masses from the protection and strengthening 
of their health, which in the People's Socialist Republic of . 
Albania is considered an important duty of the state. Nu
merous heaQth institutions, a vast network of hospitals and 
clinics and a whole army of physicians fight on all fronts 
for the protection of people's health. 

In the years of the people's power, important transformat-
ions have ben made in the public health service, which has 
become socialist in content, comprising a whole system for 
the protection and strengthening of the health of the people, 
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for the .development o~ their physical and mental ener' 
for ~he increase of their work capability, for the preven 
of diseases, ~or .a longer life expectancy. In socialist Alb~ 
where explo1tat10n .of man by man does not exist, the s 
reasons. f~r the existence of a private medical service 
been. eliminated. ~he physician-patient relations are no lo 
relat10ns of exploitation which lead to the enrichment ofi~ 
former at the ~xpense of the latter. Physicians, just likei 
t~e other working people, are paid by the state. Curing;· 
s~ck. for p~ersonal profit is alien to the physician of our ·' 
ciahst society. 

Public health, as it is organized in Albania has an • 
po~t~nt ch~racte~is.ti.c; it develops according to ~ plan, wh 
facilitates its ~ctivities .. The instituions of public health gr 
and develop side by side with the harmonious developm ~ 
of the ~hole co~ntry, relying on the constant increase of 
economic potenti~l. The socialist state invests considera' 
sums for the :setting up of new institutions of public heal 

In 1938 the funds for public health totalled 440,000 le 
or only 1 per cent of the budgetary expenditure of the cou· 
try. In c~mpa~ison :With. th~ pre-war level, now expenditu 
for each inhabitant in this field has increased over 100 tim 

Hospitals 

Ye a r 1938 1950 1960 11970 

Number of hospitals 10 69 134 375 
Number of beds 1000 5300 8600 15100 

. With the ceaseless increase of the health personnel Al~ 
bama . today has. server al times mor·e physlicians ' 1 

than in the period !before Liberation. 

Number of physicians 

I I I I 
----

I Year 1938 1950 1960 1970 1978 

Number of physicians 
and dentists 122 149 477 1808 3738 
Nu;nber of inhabitants 
per physician and dentist 8527 8154 3360 1180 687 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Not only have health institutions extended all over the 
country, but also constant progress ~as bee? made in the 
specialization and qualification of their servic.es .. Before _Li
beration the whole capital had only one specialized service. 
Today the situation has changed completely. Clinics of path?
logy pediatrics surgery and psychiatry have been set up m . 
all the districts of the country. In many districts other 
specialized services have a·lso been .organized. . 

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania, all h~alth 
services, from simple dressing to the most complex operations, 
from the ordinary medical examination to lon~-term treatm:nts, 
lasting often for years on end in the sanatormms ~r hospitals, 
are free of charge. No matter how long the penod of hos
pitalization and how great the expenses ins:urred, the patie~t 
pays nothing. Ml exipenditure is d~fr~yed. by the state. 'I'.h1s 
aspect of the health service in ~lbama LS evider:ce of the social
ist humanism, which characterizes the peoples power, of. the 
reaHty of Albania where man is mnsidered the most precious 
capital. . 

AH the citizens of the People's Socialist Republic of Alba-
nia are entitled to medical assistance free of charge. The 
same applies to the foreign residents, .foreign consorts of 
Albaniian d:tizens as well as the foreigners employed at 
various institutio~s, enterprises and organizations, provided 
no contrary stipulation exists. 

Treatment of patients and the distribution ~f. medici?es 
are under no restriction whatsoever. The physicians thmk 
rather of how to cure the patient than of the cost of the 
treatment. Thus, in certain cases the treatment of patients 
has cost the state tens of thousands of leks. 

Alll this stems from the very character of the health 
service in A!lbana. This is an important achievement of 
the Albanian people, which speaks of the un~recedented 
strengthening of the people's economy. No capit~hst count:y, 
however pewedul economically, has or ~an put mto practl-ce 
such a humanitarian system, because this would run counter 
to the selfish interests of a handful of people. The cost of 
medical care and treatment is very high there .. As to t~e 
,.free of charge .. medical care in certain bourgeois states, m 
fact, it is based on the funds of <<Social insurance» cre~te_d 
through the contributions of the worke:s ~hemse~v:s so it is 
not at all gratuitous, on the contrary, it is conditional on a 
number of factors. 
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Medical c~re in Albania tends to be as close t 
peo~le .as poss1bl~. This is illustrated by the fact that ~e 
mstitut10ns function even in the most remote corners of 
country. The network of outpatient clinics and dental cli, 
covers all the inhabited centres of the country. . 

Outpatient clinics 

Year I 1938 1950 I 1960 
I 

1970 I 
Total 
number of outpatient 
clinics 40 362 629 1283 

Number of visit.. in 
thousands 159 746 1'962 4748 

Number of visits 
per 10,000 inhabitants 153 614 1206 2~23 

First medical assistance is given in outpatient clinics. 
The clinics of city quarters, complete with sections J 

~athology, pediatry, radiology and minor surgery and inje 
tions, have all the i~abitants of the related quarters unde' 
constant c~ntrol. On first examination the physician fills th 
personal file of. the patient, recording the diagnosis an 
treatment prescribed. If hospHal treatment is needed th 
patient is a~mitted to the respective hospital ward o~ th, 
recoi:nmendation of the physician in charge of the case. I 
locality ~entres .the hosipitaJ carries out !both outpatient 
and hospital treatment. !Protection of workers' health is not 
the exdusive concern of health institutions. Many economi 
enterprises have their own health centres in which worker 
are given medical aid. ~very town and ::najor work centre,: 
~s well as most of the villages have emergency stations work
mg round the clock. · 

Physicians are present wherever the life of man is 
exposed t? danger. In emergency cases they stand ready to 
f!y on hehcopter to remote or isolated places to save people's 
hves. · 

PUBLIC HEALTH 

Extension of the health service to the 
Albanian village 

479 

The health service in the rural areas of the country was 
almost non-existent in the past. For all the villages of the 
country, with 90 per cent of the populartion, there were all 
in all 14 outpatient clinics with one nurse each. Malaria, 
tuberculosis, syphilis, trachoma, etc. took a heavy toll of the 
rural population. The peasants of the remote zones never saw 
a doctor in their life. 

Immediately after Liberation, the people's power made 
every effort to improve the health service in ·the countryside, 
by ensuring medical care free of charge for the peasantry 
and setting up health institutions as close to the peasants' 
homes as possible. 

In these years of the people's power, the number of health 
institutions has increased more than 20 times. Every united 
village today has one health centre, including an outpatient 
clinic, a maternity home, a dentist's clinic, or a rural hospital. 
Every village has an outpatient clinic, with a mother and 
child consultant section, and one or more creches. 

Prophylaxy - a fundamental characteristic of 
the health service in Albania 

It is easier to prevent than to cure. Therefore, prophy
laxy, prevention of disease, has been the main concern of 
the pubiic health service in Albania since the creation of the 
new socialist state. Here lies the essential difference be'tween 
the concepts of people's health, as it exists today in the 
People's Socialist Republic of A1bania, and as it existed in 
Albania in the period before Liberation, or in the capitalist 
countries where .the psysicians themselves are not interested 
in such measures. 

Prophylactic service was set up in Albania immediately 
after Liberation, with the adoption of a series of important 
measures to stop the spread of diseases by means of the 
preventive vaccination of ~he population free of charge. In 
spite of the greart shortage in medical cadres, systematic exam-
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ination of all the working people was carried out as earl 
the period 1946-194 7. 

Parallel with hospitals and polyclinics, a Iarge net 
of prophylactic establishments, clinics, laboratories, ·etc. 
been set up in our country, and is ever better being comp · 
with cadres, whose experience and professional skill are 
sfantly growing. Gradually, the prophylactic network . · 
branched off over the whole country, reaching the 
remote villages. 

Instead of one single hygienic centre, which ex·~ 
before Liberation, today the country has 26 such centres, . 
all ·the necessary cadres and equipment. Likewise, instead;· 
one bacteoriological laboratory with three higher cadres · 
five medium cadres in 1944, today. the country has 25 b' 
teriological laboratories, with scores of cadres of differ 
specialities. Today there are 25 bromatological laborator 
against none in the period before Liberation. 

Besides, sanitary education has become widespread, co 
prising sanHary houses and cabinets on a district level. Th 
institutions carry out intensive propaganda work among ·· 
population, especially on problems of hygiene and prophyla · 

In order to put the activity of the prophylactic instituti : 
of all .levels on a sound scientific basis, to consolidate tl::(, 
and to raise the study and treatment of the problems · !. 
hygiene and epidemiology to a higher level, to strength,· 
prophylactic services, the Institute of Hygiene and Epidem 
logy was set up in Tirana in 1969. H deals with the scienti 
study of the hygienic-sanitary conditions of 1work, the h' 
giene of nutrition and housing, and takes measures to i . 
prove them; it tracks down contagious diseases and assis 
the training and specialization of cadres engaged in the sect·· 
of hygiene and prophylaxy. Besides, H gives direct and 
tive assistance to the base whenever unexpected proble . 
arise, problems which require the application of most a 
vanced technical methods. It has become an important centr 
of manufacturing immunomological medicaments. The peopl 
working at this institute study the working conditions in th 
mines, industrial ·centres 'etc., detect the causes tlhat effect th 
health of the workers and suggest measures to improve th 
situation. ; 

This institute controls the nutritive value of the foo 
products, detects the sources of deterioration ard infectio 
of food, and suggests methods and measures to preserve th 
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nutritive qualities of food products at every stage of their 
production, canning or transport. . 

Measures are taken in all work and production centres 
in order to 1create the best possible hygienic and sanitary 
conditions for the working people. A worker is employed only 
after undergoing an obligatory medical examinatio~. Th7 wo~
kers of some categories of heavy jobs, which might .impair 
their health are examined more frequently. By special de
cision of th~ government, a health centre, rwith one physicia~, 
one dentist, one assistant physician and one nurse, is set up m 
the major work centres. 

Besides work places, prophylactic. medicine co':ers the 
institutes for children of pre-school and school age, m order 
to . ensure that the norms · of hygiene and cleanliness are 
rigorously observed there. Particular attention is attached to 
the physical development of pupils and students, who are 
examined at regular intervals. . . 

Prophylactic medicine plays an important role m work~ng 
out the genera:l plan of cities and villages. All construction 
designs are executed only after the sanitary inspector has 
given his approval. This. criterion of work, this ~ontrol by 
the sanitary organs, applies also to rural constru~tion. 

These prophylactic measures have resulted m the pro
tection of people from epidemic diseases, especially cont_'.1-
geous diseases of the intestines, in the elimination of malar~a, 
syphilis, trachoma, etc. and in . circumscribi1:1g tuberculosis, 
poliomyelitis, diphtheria, etc. as much as possible. 

Prophylactic measures are taken by sanitary organs and 
institutions as well as other state organs. These measures are 
put into practice according to rules on wo~k s~fety, the prote~
tion of mother and child, the mechamzation of work m 
agriculture, industry, etc. 

Medical science and the protection 
of people's health 

Since the establishment of the people's power public health 
services have extended and greatly improved their quality; 
they have been brought closer t~ the masses of. the people; 
scientific work has also been earned out over maJor problems 
of people's health. With the health service network already 

31 - 117 A 
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e~t~nded t? the. re~otest villages of the country, nowJ 
ra1smg of its sc1entifac level has been given top priority:~ 

Scientific work in medicine is aimed at strengthening·' 
prophylactic service through increasing the number of · 
tary institutions, equipping them with modern apparat'· 
and raising the professional and scientific level of the m 
pe~sonnel. The scientific activity in this field mainly . 
prises the study, planning and execution, on well-fou 
scientific bases, of measures for the protection of peo 
health, the utilization of new methods and means of pre ·. 
tion, diagnostication and treatment, the further improve· 
of the organization and increased effectiveness of the h · 
service. · 

The studies carried out in this field, just as in all o 
activities, are conducted according to plan. The Faculty, 
Medicine and the Sanitary Centre, the University clinics~'; 
well as the Institute of Hygiene and E)pidemiology, in ·. 
ordination with the Ministry of Health and after consult" 
the worikers' collectives, have drafted five-year plans in wh 
the problems of preventive medicine, in particular t · 
linked with the protection of the health of mother and c ' 
and of tJhe workers, are given particular attention. These p · 
foresee 'the study of the more widespread diseases, such ., 
hypertension, certain liver disorders, bHiary calculus so 
disorders of the stomach and the intentines, rheum~tis · 
polyarthritis, epi~epsia, dental caries, etc. Extensive stu 
connected with the introduction of the new achievements 
medical science, such as isotopes, surgical treatment of he· 
diseases, etc., as well as a number of studies on exiperimen 
medicine, have raised the level of scientific and practi · 
activity. The importance attached to the study of the 
pular medicine is noteworthy. The Institute of Hygiene a 
Epidemiology carries out major studies in the field of h · 
giene, epidemiology and immunology. 

These scientific studies are free of all academism, becau •• 
they are founded on the necessities of everyday life and co 
nected with the problems of the practical activity o-f o 
medicine. · 

The distinguishing feature of the development of Albani 
medical science is its mass character. The work of the sp 
cialists is directly combined with the activity of all the ma 
of people engaged in the health sector. The development 
medicine in depth, the raising of medical assistance to 
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higher qualitative levt;l cannot be realized by a handful of 
specialists alone. However great their talents and qualified 
the aid they give, all this cannot be made without raising 
the professional level of all the people working in this sector, 
without their broad participation in scientific research work. 
In our country, not only the central institutions, but also 
the health organs in the villages, have all the possibilities 
of ·engaging in scientific research and study. In fact, the 
health institutions in the districts, just like the central insti
tutions, have their own plans of scientific study. The number· 
of people engaged in scientific study is growing ceaselessly, 
along with the increasing frequency of scientific sessions 
organized everywhere, including the smaller districts. 

In order to encourage people's participation in scientific 
activities, the work they do to extend their knowledge and 
to raise their professional level is followed with particular 
care. Various forms of activities, which have as their objec
tive the raising of the professional level of medical cadres, 
their specialization and post-graduate qualification, are or
ganized both in the centre and in the districts. At regular 
intervals, cadres from the districts come to the capital to 
attend qualification courses according to a definite program. 

In the conditions of the great development of medical 
science in. the worl4 today it is impossible for a physician, 
however capable he may be,· to undertake scientific studies 
alone, as his work would be incomplete, not to say fruitless. 
The solution of complex problems exacts complex scientific 
studies. Therefore it is necessary that studies should be 
carried out by groups of physicians specialized in different 
sectors. 

In the debating of different problems, as well as in the 
encouragement of scientific work, an important role is played 
by the Scientific Association of Physicians, which has its 
branches in all the districts. The leading organ of the associa
tion comprises physicians engaged in scientific work and 
interested in stimulating scientific thought among their 
colleagues. 

The mass character of scientific work is directly linked 
with the efforts to raise the scientific level of the health 
service in all the country. This creates the conditons for 
reducing the differences of level still existing between the 
centre and the districts. The government organs assist this 
scientific activity and co-ordinate it on a national level, see 
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to it that the scientific workers do not lack the mat 
they need and the publications they· have . to consult. 
results of scientific work are not kept locked up in dra 
they do not become the property of a narrow circle of 
cialists, on the contrary they are published and made k . 
. so as to be applied by all the physicians of the country,.; 

Public health - the concern of the 
entire people 

The successes achieved in the People's Socialisit Rep · 
of Allbania in the protection of the health of the people, 
due to the considerable funds allocated for prophylactic me 
res and to a radical rebui'lding of the whole structure of .' 
health service. These successes are connected with the hig ' 
level of socialist consciousness of the masses, of their sanit 
education and their broad and active participation in · · 
great struggle for the protection of the people's health. J 
laboration between the health institutions, the Democr~ 
Front and the mass organizations over problems of the pro • · 
tion of health, the improvement of ~he living and work· 
conditions of the masses, the education of mothers to r" 
healthy children, etc., is ever better organized.· 

In the cities, the organizations of the Democratic F ' 
have set up hygiene commissions in all blocks of build~n 
Through various forms of sanitary educati.on and propagan 
the level of sanitary 1culture of the masses has been raised·: 
the degree that they participate actively in the work for t · 
protection of the people's health. The organizations of t 
Party, of the masses, the teachers, workers of public heal· 
institutions, etc., explain to the masses the importance of · 
gorously observing hygienic rules. The struggle for radic. 
transformations in the hygienization of the country, in g 
neral, and of the village, in particular, is not reduced to t · 
adoption of a series of technical and material measure' 
necessary as they may be in themselves, but above all is 
struggle against backward concepts and customs, for raisin· 
the cultural level of the working masses, in general, an 
their sanitary culture in particular. 

This, especially in the countryside, is ensured throug 
special courses for sanitary activists, who are chosen fro 
among the young peasant girls. These courses, set up unde · 
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the solicitude of the people's power and the mass organiza
tions in schools, production centres and agricultural coopera
tives, give these young girls the rudiments of first medical 
aid. The sanitary activists, trained in these courses carry 
out this duty after their normal work on a voluntary basis. 
In this manner, every village, or every family in the village, 
has its own sanitary activists, who with their example help 
spread the new . in the countryside, giving valuable aid to 
the masses to acquire the first notions of hygiene and san
itation. 

Worker control and the control organized by the working 
masses in general on the sanitary institutions is another 
important form of participation of the working masses in 
the solution of problems of public health; these forms of 
work help improve the quality of care for the patients in the 
hospitaliS, iristil the revolutionary spirit of the working class 
into the people working in these institutions, and revolutionize 
them further. 

Decrease and Liquidation of 
endemic diseases 

Before Liberation endemic diseases such as malaria, sy
philis, tuberculosis, diphtheria, poliomeylitis, etc., took a heavy 
toll of the population. This was due to the favourable terrain 
for the spread of these diseases, above all the socio-economic 
and political situation of the country, and last but not 
least, to the shortcomings and ineffectiveness of the health 
service. Ordinary people could not afford to pay the heavy 
expenses required for the long treatment of such ailments 
as tuberculosis, syphilis, etc. 

As a result, almost the whole of the population living 
in the marshlands was affected by malaria. Tropical malaria, 
which is the most acute form of this disease, was widespread. 
In 1940 about 54 per cent of the cases examined showed 
symptoms of this disease. Such a grave situation existed 
only in Albania of all the European countries. 

Syphilis was another open sore for the country. Under 
the regime of Zog, and especially in the period of occupation, 
the spread of prostitution, a characteristic phenomenon of 
the capitalist socio-economic system, brought about a recru
descence of this disease. In many districts, endemic syphilis, 
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neglected for centuries, was rampant, and no studies 
been made so far in this field. .. 

Other contageous diseases were widespread, espec;::i\ 
the acute forms of initenstinal infections, dyspepsia, gastr 
teritis, as well as dysentery, typhoid fever, diphtheria"· 
other diseases which were the cause of a high death-' 
especially among small children. 

Immediately after Liberation, ·the most urgent task 
to check the spread of the epidemic typhoid fever, to 
under control malaria .and other epidemic diseases etc. w. 
organizing against syphilis a campaign, which, with ': 
overthrow of the exploiting classes, could be waged in ' 
favourable conditions. In this first phas·e, work was con.· 
trated on the diseases which were responsible for the hig 
number of deaths and which could be combated with su ·· 
with the knowledge available at that time. When the fou ' 
tions of this service were laid, and rules and laws approV; 
work began for the training of cadres needed to carry '' 
this campaign. An anti-epidemic centre was set up - ~· 
important mea~ure in the context of other measures adop,. 
for the protect10n of the health of working people. In f 
the Law <<On the Struggle against Infectious Diseases» · :· 
promulgated, in 1949 the Decree on «Declaration Examina 
and Obligatory Treat~ent of Syphilis Free of 'charge», "' 
the. Governr:ient Ordinance for the «Campaign against 
lana» was issued; all this served as a basis on which 
struggile against these diseases was to begin. In 1949 
government ~ook the decision on the gratuitous treatm 
o~ tuber?ulosis. In 1949 large-scale vaccination began agai 
diphtheria and later against typhoid fever in the princi · 
centres of these diseases. In 1947 the problem of the lo 
production of vaccines against typhoid fever was fina 
solved. 

Thanks to these measures rapid progress was made 
the liquidation of epidemic diseases. Malaria was put und' 
control, syphilis was almost totally wiped out and the ca . 
paign against tuberculosis was organized on the basis of t ~ 
new achie:rements of medical science, while attaching all. t · . .,. 
necessary importance to the prophylactic measures against i · 
In .1952, wi~h the setting up of epidemiological centres, wit 
their e~t~ns10n and strengthening in the years that follow 
the activity of the anti-epidemiological service has becom 
more and more concrete. 
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1Priority was given to the struggle for the liq~dation 
of malaria. In 1950 declaration and treatment of malaria, and 
later hospitalization of malaria cases, were made. co~p~lsory. 
Other measures concerning the prophylaxy and liquidation of 
infection centres played an important role in this field. 

The struggle against malaria, which continued till the 
complete liquidation of the disease, went through two sta~es: 
the first, from 1946 to 1957, had as its objective the reduction 
of the infection to the level that it no longer posed a threat; 
the second, from 1958 to 1967, marked the complete liquida
tion of the disease. This is a great success of the health 
service in the PSR of Albania. In the recent years no case 
of malaria has been reported. 

The radical transformations carried out after the triumph 
of the people's power had created the necessary co:nditions 
for the rapid liquidation of syphilis, 1too. A campaign was 
organized in order to detect and eliminate. the centre~ .of 
endemic syphilis. In 1·950 there were 34 anti-venereal. chmcs 
and 8 laboratories specialized in this field, whereas m 1~58 
the number of anti-venereal clinics and sanitary centres in
creased to 77 and that of seriological laboratories to 34. 
These institutions carried out a broad activity for the 
tracking down and treatment of syphilis and other venereal 
diseases. From 1947 to 19618 they had made 2,322,3•56 se
riological examinations, all the detected cases were obligatorily 
subjected to proper treatment, with the result that 99.4 per 
cent of them were thoroughly cured. 

The successes achieved in combating syphilis in Albania 
are unprecedented in many countries, wher.e syphilis, like 
other venereal diseases, is constantly operating. From 1961 
to 19<65 the number of syphilitics has increased from 10.7 to 
11.7 per 100,000 inhabitants in the USA, from 7.6 to 9.6 in 
France, from 16.6 to 23.6 in Poland, from 0.3 to 10.0 in 
Hungary, fr'om 29.9 to 30-.3 in Yugoslavia. As early as 25 
years ago syphilis contracted through sex~al inte~cours: ~as 
disappeared in Albania. Likewise, no case with tert~ary chmcal 
symptoms of endemic syphilis has been reported; m fact, the 
last of these cases, was observed in 1960. 

In Albania today, with the elimination of the basis on 
which syphilis may develop, this disease is considered to be 
liquidated once and for all, which is a success still unmatched 
by any country of the world. Thanks to these measures many 
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;en~eal and ?ther diseases have disappeared like typh 1 
rac ~ma, while others have been considerabi re . us:i 

typhoid fever, dys·entery, diphtheria, polio~yeli~f~~ct~},· 

Recession of tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis which w t . masses of the ' . as mos widespread amongst, 
of the da k tp?or, especially workers and peasants is.; .. 

r s ams on the ed" 1 h. ' , 
Lacking almost all m . m ~ca istory of our court 
uncared for until they e~f ~~~ assistance, the sick langui~ 

and ;~: ;:;.:tr~er~~~~s c~! consumption i:ire in decline t 
infrequently. The str es ~re me~ w~th more and, m'· 
organized in a central~!!Je agamst this dise~se in AlbaniaJ 
medicine. During the firs~a11ner on the basis of prophyla . 
shortage of physicians ff Pt ase, when the country had: 
number ,af beds, with ' t~e or. s wfer~ ma?e to increase . 
sick. aim o isolating and curing 

T. DurKing this period anti-TBC sanatoria were 
irana, or~a, Shkodra and oth . . 

clinics for the prevention of t e~ citi~s .. A large network 
Today all the cities of Alb . uhercu osis was also set 

ama ave one such clinic. 

Anti-tubercular establishments 

Year 1938 1950 1960 1970 

TBC sanatoria 4 5 4 
number of beds 1075 1541 1585 
TBC clinic.s a· 15 15 
number of beds 145 331 448 
preventOria 5 1 
number of beds 520 100 

Prophylactic meas · .. } BCG All the 1 t· ures comprised also vaccination with 
with. BCG and )opu a~?n under ~O years old was vaccinated , 
of the age grou~ ~~r 3~n y~~~~~ this measure comprised people , 

* The fall in 1975 shows the regression of the disease 

PUBLIC HEALTH 489 

Chemioprophylaxy - the administration of nicotibine to 
children and adults who have contact with people affected by 
tuberculosis, is another measure of defence adopted since 1962. 

The duty of the anti-tubercular service is to detect the 
symptoms of the disease at the earliest stage by means of 
mass examination of people at work and production centres, in 
city quarters and villages. 

Apart from the purely medical aspects of this work, 
the struggle against this disease is made much easier thanks 
to the constant raising of the standard of living of the masses 
of the people. 

Anti-tubercular sanatoria and clinics can accommodate all 
the cases of consumption in a condition requiring clinical 
treatment. Hospitalization and treatment is free of charge 
in spite of the fact that the treatment of this disease requires 
considerable funds. 

Mother and child care 

The position of social inequality in which the Albanian 
woman lived before Liberation was reflected most clearly in 
the lack of all care for the protection of her health. At that 
time the whole country had one maternity ward in all with 
15 beds, in the hospital of Tirana. The personnel for the 
whole of Al!bania consisted of one gynaecologist and 32 mid
wives working mainly in the cities, and assisting only the 
wives of the rich, while most of the wives of the poor 
laboured in dangerous'ly anti-hygienic conditions, with a high 
:fr.equency of accidents to the mother and the newborn. Con
sultation clinics for pregnant women were unknown just as 
sanitary propaganda for the protection of the health of mother 
and child. Cases of death during delivery and in the first days 
after child-birth were numerous. This accounted mainly for 
the very slow increase of the population of the country. 

This state of things has been changed in Albania today. 
The protection of the health of mother and child is one of 
the primary duties of the state and an integral part 0£ the 
policy for the complete emancipation of woman. Today every 
village has its own sanitary unit with an ambulance, consul
tation house, maternity house and creche. In this manner, all 
the births in the cities and more than 95 per cent of births 
in the villages are assisted by a gynaecologist and a midwife. 
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Alb O?st~tric an~ gynaecological assistance in the PS:Ri~ 
tr ~ma tis conceived in its two aspects: prophylaxy : 

ea men . All pregnant women in city quarters or il . 
h;ve acce~s to consultation facilities under the dy 
o a phycian. a~d a midwife, as well as other s ~~ '" 
from 

1
th: begmmng of pregnancy up till delivery ~he ':l 

so.nne o. consultation houses for pregnant women a~d 
,with children follow up the health situation of their ma~l 
by means of regular rounds of inspection in th . p .·.· 
quarters. eir respec 

Mother and child care consultation houses 

1938 iJ.950 1960 1970 

1 76 160 1371 

A vast work is done in order to spreacl scientific kn 
~dge for the protection of the health of mother and c~ 
w~:~t ~rom t~is, these are special provisions to facilitate · 
th o workmg mothers. During pregnancy or breast-fee 

ey cannot be sent on business outside thei'.I' reside • 
place, cannot be assigned to night shifts or to extra t• , 
work. ' 

kWhile nursing the infant they have the right to 5 
1 

wor every three hours to go to the infant. , 
iEveryo?e who refuses a job to or dismisses a woman 

cause s~e ls pregnant, is liable to penal pursuit 
. Durmg the period of pregnancy all wom~n ha 

right to be transferred to a lighter J·ob and th ve of the t · · . • e managem 
. d t enb erpnse or 1.nstitution in which they are employ 
ii;. u y ound to satisfy such a demand If the . 
with the new job is lower th th · pay gOI for . b . an e average pay of t 

mer JO , the difference is made up by Social I . 
All women workers and 1 . nsuranc 

and after child-birth have the r~~~ ~~e:s d~ndng f p6regnan 
paid leave, with the .peno o mont , Th 1 ' payment of 80 per cent of their salaryc· 
wh . e pe.op e s power holds in high esteem the mothei 
Peoopl~~:e 1>si;;h ~f' ~ar fand educate . their children well. Tb:l 

m y as ounded various medals and d 
~~~h~0ig:r «~erdoi1ne Mother», the <<Glory to the Mothe~: =~ 

e a». 
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Before Liberation, the birth of a child meant increased 
misery for the families of ordinary workers. Today, on the 
contrary, children of the People's Socialist Republic of Albania 
are the «privileged». Creches, kindergartens, schools, young 
pioneer palaces al'e put at their disposal to grow up healthy 
in body and mind, to learn, to recreate and temper them-

selves. 
The camps of young pioneers set up at tihe seaside and in 

the mountains accommodate thousands of children for the 
summer vacations. Besides this, during summer vacations all 
the schools of the country turn into day camps for children. 
The industrial enterprises and agricultural cooperatives set up 
recreation camps for the children of their wor.kers. 

Child care is in the centre of attention of the people's 
power. Before Liberation, pediatric services for the whole of 
the country comprised one ward with 35 beds in the hospital 
of Tirana. Because of the lack of a specialized medicial service 
for children, many diseases resulted in a high rate of infan
tile mortality. Only in the city of Tirana, the average infantile 
mortality in the period 1933-1940 was 161 per 1,000. 

Under the people's power the first pediatric hospital was 
set up in Tirana, which was followed by those in Shkodra, 
Korc;a an~ other cities, with pediatric wards being opened in 
every hospital of the country. 

Outpatient clinics and polyclinics have their pediatric sec
tion, keeping constant control of the children of the resceptive 
city quarters. They organize periodic medical examinations 
in schools, kindergartens and creches, with the aim of taking 
prophilactic and preventive measures. 

Increase of the number of creches 

----------------------
year 1950 1960 1970 

,_ 

number of day creches 17 139 2262 

number of beds 760 8975 45339 

197 8 

257 
5032 

5 
7 

Child care is organized on solid bases, with the obvious 
result that contageous diseases such as measles, diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis, etc., have been greatly reduced. More than 



492 PORTRAIT OF ALBANIA 

400,000 people in Albania have passed the critical age wit 
contracting measles. 

Another important success is the general vaccina 
against diphtheria and poliomyelitis, which caused a 
siderable fall in the occurrence of diphtheria whereas p · 
myelitis is gradually receding and is no problem. 

The campaign organized against infantile diseases 
the regular examination of children in schools, kindergar 
and creches, as well as the rpTeventive measures, have resu.J; 
in a considerable decrease of mortality caused by the abo .. 
mentioned diseases. Rachitis also is in recession, partly 
to the progress of health education on the part of pare 
and to the prophilactic treatment with vitamin D. 

Another important measure for child care consists : 
the organization of sanatorium, anti-dysenteric and anti-d · 
trophic creches, in which children resume normal devel 
ment. 

Besides this, a great number of s.easonal crech€s functi 
in the countryside. Creches admit children from four mon · 
and a half to four years old. The parents pay only for a s 
part of the ·expenses, which, depending on the size of the . 
lary and the number of people in charge of the head of t , 
family vary from 20 to 30 per cent of the total ex;perns 
The rest is cover·ed by the state. 

Pharmacy in the service of the people 

A considerable part of the successes achieved by publi 
health in Albania is due to the role of pharmaceutic services 
Before Liberation, the country depended on import for al 
kinds of medicaments, which were sold to the population a 
speculative prices. 

After 1944, pharmacies were nationalized and put entirely, 
in the service of the people, thus putting an end to alf 
possibilities of speculation. With this measul'e the state was. 
in a position to unify prices for medicaments and even to 
reduce them periodically. Prices for them sometimes are lower. 
than the cost of production. Only in the course of the 4th•. 
Five-year Pl.an, in 1966 and in 1969, two great price r.eductions 
have been made for a long list of pharmaceutical articles, 
covering mainly medicaments of grea1t consumption, especially 
antibiotics, vitamins, cortisons, analgesics, etc. 
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f . f ts under one year of age, which 
All medicamfentsll tohre i~:.caments sold in the pharmacies 

· 10 per cent o a h ts e . iven free of c arge. . 
of the co1:1i;try, a~ t~e PSR of Albania receive the med1ca-

The citizens 0 treated in hospitals and other health 
men•;s they need, when ee of charge. 
institutions of the cfounhtry, fr ·es has so extended that each 

The network o p armaci 
group village has its h own b~~:r~~% in the production of 

!mportant. stef~e ~:~ntry, using mainly the local pri
med1cament~ {n 

1 1948 the first pharmaceutical laboratory 
mary maten~ s. thn b g·nning the list of its production con
was set up; m . e e iL ter it grew into an industrial en
sisted of a fe~ items. ah rmaceutical and cosmetic articles, 
terprise producing l,OOO Par~ of the demands of the population 
which m~t ~e 11~eai~:{ifutions for them. Each year, produc
a_nd ~f t e. he~ with new articles and quality is improved. 
hon is enric. e h dern laboratory, in which a great 
This enterpn~e as a mo and s ecialists work. 
number of h1g~er f c~~~~camenti is done at the state c?n-

The contro o . ments both for the local and im-
trol laboratory off medt~ca fnished product and the primary 
ported products, or e i 

matef~~s.Albanian pharmaceutical industry will develop fur

ther in the future. 

Sports for the masses 

. . f th upper strata, the sports and 
From a pnv~le£: o have e become the patrimony of the 

physical cu~ture o y and of the younger generations, an 
broad workmg masfses unist education and revolutionary 
important means o comm 
tempering. 1 . all went in for sports and 

~n 1938, 1,200 peop eL%eration the graph showing the 
physical culture: . Aft.er in s orts activities rises in a v~r'! 
increase of parttcipa1~0? 195[ the number of people parttc1-
significant manner. . .11:1 s l50 000 in 1964 this figure 
pa ting in sports act;vit~~~g w:iore than' 260,000, and in 197.3 
reached to 23~~00~~ 

1
rn the lst National Spartakiad, orgam

more than ' . b of participants was more than 
zed in 1959, the num erfrom all over the country, in the 
200,000 young sportsmen 
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3rd National Spartakiad, organized in 1974, participation 
creased to more than 300,000, whereas in the 4th Nati 
Spartakiad, in 1979, participation of young sportsmen f , 
various work centres, cooperatives, military units and 
schools of the country, was more than 500,000 people. ; 

Before Liberation only males took part in sports act .. 
ties. The rules and norms of conduct of the time prohib~ 
girls from appearing in sports costume, from run . 
or playing in public. The situation changed radically a 
November 1944, when the Albanian waman, with her la 
dynamism, made a place for herself in sporrts, too. The nq 
her of girls going in for physical culture and sports 
reached to 100,000. Only the 4th National Spartakiad 
young girls saw the participation of about 90,000 fem· 
in various activities. 

Massive sports activities, such as cross-country ra 
athletic events and swimming, as well as long march 
games for students and other maniftestations of this a 
very popular in .Ailbania. The physical culture and sports mo .'. 
ment consist in national spartakiads, gymnastic manifeS'tatio ' 
championships and other activities. { 

Only four decades ago three or four sports activiti' 
had some popularity, while today their number has in 
ased to about 20, including mountaineering, excursio 
cross-country races, various competitions, athletics, footb 
various other sports and the popular games. The traditio 
festival of popular games was organized in Durres recen:. 
ly with the participation of 1,200 pupils of 8-year school 

Before Liberation, the country had 27 cadres for physic · 
cultural training, 50 arbiters and not a single coach, where: 
as today it has 1,300 higher cadres without speaking of mor' 
than 1,000 arbiters for different sports. 

In Albania there are 5,200 teams for different sport 
and ages - young pioneers, juniors, adults (male and femal 
which take part in different local and national activities 
championships, cups, spartakiads, etc. 

In the years of the people's state power, the material 
base necessary for sports activities, installation and equip-· 
ment has increased beyond comparison with the period before: 
Liberation when there were only 15 sports grounds against 
12 stadiums and 90 sports centres, 5 sports palaces (without" 
including those which are still under construction), 36 shoot-: 
ing ranges, 3,145 sports grounds, of which 972 classes, etc.· 
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t and is maintained en-
This material ibase h8:~ been T~e ~asses engage in sports 

tirely with state expend1 -;:::_yething. The state guarantees not 
activities without paying also the cadres for them to 
only the material means ~ut 
carry on the spor~s. pu_rsui~. brought about a qualitative 

Increased partic1pat10n as t scores of sports 
. t T day the country coun s . 

rise m spor ~· o d athletes o:f high ql:lallty. 
masters, merited masters an 



Chapter Eight 

HOUSING - A GENERAL CONCERN 

History knows of utopian h !~ 
solving the problem of h . sc ~mes on the manneri 
acute as ever c·t· ousmg, which, however, remains 

. i ies grow so do th. . d . 
problem of housing remains' open T~· . ~ m ustry, but , . 
taken for the solution of thi . lS is ecause the meas 
character. «Capital will not s ~oblem have a strong c 
~ven if it is in a position ~=md Y.t the s_hortage of hous' 
is valid even today. The h ta 0 i ,» said En~els, and 
excuse for tenants to rais~ ~~ ge of houses, m fact, is . 
of the problem would cut th .e rent~, whereas the solu 
capitalist world tod eir profits. This is why. in .' 
much difficulty in f~~d~ggreaht number of workers have J: 

In Alb . a ouse. e• ama housing wa · t ,;i, 
past, with the ma ·orit s JUS ~s grave a problem in 
people in town an~ co~n~:yp.~pulfb~m, ·~speciaHy the work;' 
and with a smoke-hole in~~e~d ivmg m ~uts without ceili 
only ,the rich, that i,s, the be s o!n a chimney. In Myzt:: 
to put up a proper chimne y . d aghas, had the ri 
the peasants had no right ~' ab s~f: of S<?cial rank, wher · 
sort of unwritten law wh· ho m a chimney. This was 
· h ic compelled th · m uts, or worse still . t ll e peasants to If 
lamentable situation w~s m ~a s . and barns. This alrea. 
caused by the war Th m~ e s.till worse by the rava , 
d t d . e nazi-fasc1st oc . b ' es roye or damaged 62 475 h . cup1ers urned do ' ouses m town d · 

After Liberation the w k" . an countrysidJ 
ur actions, set out t~ repai~rt~ngd masses, through mass la ' 
The problem of housing w . e amages caused by the w<i": 
people's state power. In t~s iF the centre of attention of t : 
work was concentrated o t~ irst years following Liberatio' 
houses and on the constr~ct· e re~otnhstruction of the destroy : 

ion o ousands of new flats. 
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The fund allocated to the construction of dwelling-hou-
3es has increased steadily with the result that from Libe
ration up tili 1979, the state and the population have ibuilt 
about 300,000 flats on credits, in which 70 per cent of the 
population has been accommodated. Against the 24 towns 
which the whole country counted before Liberation, today 
there are 32 new towns. 

The Albanian towns arld villages have totally changed 
their aspect; they have grown into beautiful modern towns 
and villages, built according to well-studied plans. 

Architecture has developed in step with the transforma
tion of the objective reality, and has managed the difficult 
problems with the aid of the masses and the specialists. This 
process is !I'ealized in consultations, debates, inquiries, etc., 
organized in city quar·ters, villages and districts, as we'll as 
in the contacts with the mass organizations, the construc-

tion workers, etc. 
In spite of the rapid rates of construction, the problem 

of housing could not be solved in the ordinary way, because 
of the rapid increase of population, the more so since large
scale projects, which required considerable amounts of mate
rial and as much work force, were under construction all 
over the country. In these conditions, the problem of hou
sing could not be solved except in a revolutionary manner. 
The Party and the state summed up the experience gained 
in the work for the reconstruction of the country after the 
war, and above all, the experience gained in the course of 
the labour action for the liquidation of the material damage 
caused by the November 30, 1967 earthquake, when in 29 
days, relying mainly on volunteer work, 6,048 houses and 
flats and socio-cultural buildings were rebuilt or repaired, 
and the experience of the work for the liquidation of the 
matetial damage caused by the April 15, 1979 earthquake 
in Northern Albania, during which 14,522 houses and other 
buildings were repaired and 2,441 · houses and flats were 
built to accomodate 100,000 people, 165 socio-economic build-
ings weve repaired or built anew. . 

Specialized organisms direct the work, draw the \blue-
prints, set the location of the new building, ensure the ma
terials and work tools needed in the district, enterprise or 

city quarter. 
The inhabitants of the city quarter, the collective of the 

economic enterprise, the office workers of the administration, 

32 - 117 A 
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the mass organizations, ,the army un1ts and the schools . 
are engaged in this great ~abour action and, without n · 
lecting their primary tasks, make their contribution to 
solution of this problem. The peasantry, too, makes an im 
tant contribution in the constructions put up through vol . 
tary work. 

Voluntary woirk is organized on the principle of self-r: 
ance. Building materials, such as stone, sand, gravel, tim 
bricks, ·tiles, limestone; etc., are ensured through volun 
contribution. 

The rates of construction for dwelling-houses achiev. 
through voluntary work by the citizens are incompara 
with the former rates of construction. 

In a great number of cities an important volume 
constructions has been realized through voluntary contri 
tion, and it is foreseen that the problem of housing will 
solved on a national scale in the near future. 

Revolutionary action on such scale is possible only 
a .socialist country like Albania, where the principle «one. f; 
all and all for one» has replaced the bourgeois principle « : 

for man is a wolf». All this testifies to the fact that 
problem of housing in Albania is on the right road of soluti 
for the benefit of the working people, who regard t 
quesiion as their own concern. 

In Allbania dwelling-houses are property of the sta.. 
which rents them to the working 'people without discrinJ 
nation. The flats are distributed by the people's counc 
of the city quarter on the basis of the demands and ne 
of the population. The fund of dwelling-houses is distribu 
on the basis of definite criteria, depending on the number 
persons making up a family, etc. 

Rents in Albania are very low, not to say the low 
in the world. They represent 3-4 per cent of worker's mont. 
ly pay. Individuals possessing their own houses can re ' 
them, provided the size of the rent remains within tij 
limits set by the state. 

Gr.eat construction work has 
ges. The measures have been adopted by the Party and th 
Government to raise the standard of living in the countr~. 
side, and considerable funds have been allocated to. build" 
new houses for the peasants as well as for the citizens wh 
go to live and work in the countryside for the promotion 
agricultural production. 

Chapter Nine 

NAIRIROWING OF DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN 
TOWN AND COUNTRYSIDE 

Socialist and communist society cannot be built without 
first solving the problem of narrowing the essential distinctions 
between town and countryside. This can be achieved through 
the solution of a number of contradictions of an antagonis
tic and 'non-antagonistic character. It goes through three pha
ses: the first phase is that of the revolutionary transforma
tions which l,ead to the liquidation of the centuries-old anta
gonistic contradiction between town and countryside - this 
phase has been oveircome; the second has as its main objec
tive the overcoming of the backwardness in the countryside 
and the narrowing of the essential distinctions between town 
and countryside (Albania is going through this second phase 
at present - the narrowing of distinctions constitutes one 
of the essential tasks of the present phase of the construction 
of complete socialist society); the third phase is that of the 
complete liquidation of all distinctions between town and 
countryside. This task remains to be carried out in the 
future. 

The narrowing, and later the complete liquidation, of 
these distinctions is a historic necessity for the building of 
socialism and communism. Any deviation from this prin
ciple leads to the establishment of incorrect relations be
tween town and countryside, between the working class and 
the peasantry. 

In order to bring about the narrowing of differences 
three main problems must be solved: first, the development 
of productive forces, the raising of the degree of mechaniza-
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tion, the <electrification and intensification of work in the co 
tryside to make it similar to work in the town; second, the \~ 
fectioning of the socialist relations in the countryside, thro 
the gradual creation of conditions suitable for the transfo 
tio~ of the cooperativist property into the property of i 

entire pe.ople; third, the raising of the cultural, ideolog.' 
and pohtical level of the peasantry, and the efforts to br 
with old norms and traditions alien to the socialist ideolo 
and the affirmation of the new norms and customs. 

The process of the liquidation of contrasts and dist' 
tions between town and countryside is long and continuo' 
The consolidation of the cooperativist system, the emba 
ment of agriculture on the road of the intensive exploitati' 
the completion of collectivization even in the remote villa 
of the mountainous areas, the great investments envisa 
for the mechanization of agricultural work, for land imp 
vement schemes and the increase of the acreage of land un ' 
irrig~tion, the important state aid to the peasantry thro ' 
credits, selected seeds and chemical fertilizers the creati ' ' of a large army of agricultural specialists trained in t 
secondary and higher schools, the building of new roads' 
electrification of the countryside, the spread of educatlo .·. 
and cultural institutions, the deepening of the ideologi ·• 
and cultural revolution, and the many other measures 'Ji 
the benefit of the countryside, all this has greatly promot' 
the economic, social and cultural development in the co · · 
~ry?ide. Besides, th: harmoniZation of the development rat' 
m mdustry and agriculture, as well as the gradual narrow ·· 
of pay and income differentials between the peasantry a 
the working class have contributed in the solution of t 
problem. 

With these transformations new relations between to 
and countryside have been established, old antagonis 
which existed between them, have been liquidated and t 
great centuries-old backwardness, which the Albanian countr 
side inherited from the past, has been ovel'come. 

However, distinctions between town and countryside st' 
subsist in social distinctions, which are manifested in the rela 
vely slow development of the productive forces and the relati 
of production in the countryside, in the differences of the lev 
of education, culture a:nd technical-professional training betwe 
the urban and rural and technical-professional workers, i 
the inferior income of the peasantry, especially in mountain 
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ous areas in the standard and the way of life etc.; distinc
tions of 'a natural order, which are manifested. ma.inly i~ 
the differences existing in the prooess of product10n m agn
cu'ltmre and in industry, the organization of work, etc. The 
distinctions of the first tyipe, i.e., those of the social order, 
grow more and more in~ig~ificant in .the course of the c.om
plete construction of socialism and will be completely wipe.d 
out in communism; those of the natural order tend to di
minish until they become quite negligible with t~e J?rogress 
of science and .technique, the extension of mechamzation, the 
electrification and chemization of agriculture. . 

Distinctions exist not only between town and country
side, but also among villages, bet~een tho~e of the lo~la.nds 
and those of the hilly and rnountamous regions. These d1stmc
tions the social and economic source of which should be 
sought in the past, manifest themselves mainly in the manner 
in which incomes are distributed in the different zones and 
cooperatives. The exemption of the mountaino?s zones fr~m 
the obligation to hand in to the state the du:s m ?~ea~ gram, 
the remission of the tax on income and its utilization f.or 
the extension of their material and technical base, the dif
ferentiation of tariffs for machine and tractor stations' work 
to the advantage of the cooperatives, the. ele~trificat~on of 
the countryside with the material and fmancial assis~ai:ce 
by the state, the state aid fo~ irrig.ation w_o~ks, the ynonty 
of the mountainous cooperatives m receivmg agricultural 
credits, the help of the town for the countryside, the ~elp 
of the cooperatives in the plains for those of the n;ountams, 
and many other provisions, which have played an. importa~t 
role in this direction, are essential in the narrowmg of dis-
tinctions. 

The reduction of essential distinctions between the urban 
and rural zones, between the plains and mountainous zones, 
is not a purely economic matter. It involves profound 
problems of a political, ideological and strategic characte~. 

It is ensured through the vigorous increase of agricul
tural production in all the branches a~d se?tors, wi.th t~e 
aim of increasing the incomes and reducmg disproportions m 
the distribution of incomes; Along with other measures for the 
intensification of agriculture, the opening up of nev: land 
and the putting under irrigation of large tra~ts of agricultu
ral land so far little exploited, the construction of embank-
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ments, dams and terraces, are important factors of the 
velopment of the agricultural economy. 

In ~h~ mountainous areas the work for the extens · 
of the irrigated acreage is continuing in many agricult 
cooperatives, which with their own means and with j · 
efforts of :he zone or the district have built many irriga 
woriks, mamly ca~als on the hiUsides, ev:en in rocky gro 
an~ large re.<>ervoirs. The state assists this work with 
tenal and technical aid. 

In . these conditions all the countryside, including 
mountainous areas, today is in a position to ensure all 
bread grain they need. 

. The. consol~dation of the hilly and mountainous coo ' 
ratives m partic_ular, necessitates the development of ani· 
husbandry, •especially ca:tle, the dev·elopment of fruit growi ·. 
etc.. Large tracts of hilly and mountainous land in eve' 
agncu!tural cooperative are allocated to blocks of olive-g ' 
ves, vme-yeards, etc. · 

Auxiliary activities connected with production prop 
even thoug~ indire~tly, are encouraged especially in the h. 
a:nd mountamous :r1llages. Such activities include the produ 
tion of construct10n materials with the means and for · 
of the cooperative, the processing of vegetable and ani 
products and other activities of this order, which are ext , 
ed ~y putting rup small factories for the processing of mil 
frmt,. vegetables; wool, timber, as well as for the producti ' 
of bricks and tiles, earthenwar·e, •etc.; work is going on ( 
the .development ~f the sector of handicrafts services such "· 
sewmg, shoe-repair, etc. 

The struggle for the narrowing of the distinctions 
tw:en town and. countryside, between the villages in 
p_lams and those m the mountainous zones, is connected, 
~ides t~e above-mentioned factors, with the deepening of t ' 
ideological and cultural revolution, with the radical tran ·. 
f?rmations of the wor1d outlook of the peasant, with the crea'. 
~ion of. a new con~ept of life, with the raising of his political a · 
ideological, educational and cultural level without which th 
large-scale development and progress i~ the rural regio ' 
is a utopia. ' 

Particular importance assume the movements and initia~ 
th:res for putting the general interest above the personal in: 
terest. Among the initiatives taken by the cooperativist pea ' 
santry, many have to do with the progressive reduction o~1 
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the personal plot of the cooperativist, the herding up of. all 
the personal livestock for n_ianagement by the cooperative, 
the handing in of the orgaruc manure, the help of coopera
tives in th:e plains and fhe state farms to the mounta~nous 
cooperatives with cattle and sheep, the exehange of experience 
between the cooperatives of the south and those. of the nort~, 
as well as the direct participation of th~ leadmg cad~e~ m 
production work, the construction of socio-cultural buildings 
in the countryside, etc. 

Besides the revolutionary initiatives taken by the wor-
king class ~nd the people's intelligentsia. for specialists and 
intellectuals to work and live for a period of one to three 
years in the countrysid~ or to settle there . pe~manently, 
especially in the mountamous zones, the contnbut10n of the 
working class and the youth to the reclamati~~ of. new land, 
the material and technical aid to the electrification of the 
countryside, etc., play an important role in .the life of the 
whole country. 

These and many other initiatives have strengthened 
the revolutionary consciousness of the wo7king people, 
the alliance of the , working class and work~n~ peasantry, 
the consolidation and development of the socialist economy 
and the dictatorship of the proletariat; they assist the ideo
logical work for wiping out the blemishes .left over from 
the past in the consciousness of the workmg people, ~or 
implanting the socialist ideology and the. ~orms of proletar~a~ 
morality in their consciousnes~, for raismg the class spirit 
and awareness, and for . barring the road to . th~ em~rgence 
of revisionism and the restoration of capitalism m our 
country. 

The struggle for narrowing the distinctions . between town 
and countrysides depends on the struggle agamst the back
ward customs and religious beliefs, against conservatism and 
patriarchalism, on the relentl.ess stru~gle agains~ bureauc
racy, which consists in the r~gorous implementation of de
mocratic principles and the lme of the masses, for a be~
ter organized collective work on the par~ of the ~eader~hip 
of the cooperatives and field teams, agamst manifestations 
of commandeering, arrogance, etc., so that all the :m~bers <?f 
the cooperative !become aware that the cooperative is their 
own and that not only the leadership of the cooperative or 
the team leaders, but they, too, must be informed of the 
state of affairs in their cooperative. 

-~----"---------
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. . In . the context of the measures taken to narrow; 
dis~m~tio~s between town and countryside, the proces~ 
sociahzation of household work, with a view to easing~! 
burden ?f ~omen and improving the way of life mi 
countryside m general, has been stepped up. These rfii'· 
y~a.rs the number . of bakeries, creches and kindergar 
dmmg halls, pubhc baths and laundries, clinics, ma · 
houses, hearths of culture in the countryside have incre ' 

'-':he electrification of the countryside created all · .. 
P.reiIIl.lSes ne7essar~ for the further development of the pro 
tive f~rces m agriculture, which constitutes a great step 
ward m the construction of the material and technical 
of socialism; it created the possibilities for the increase/ 
the pro.duc_tivi.ty of social labour by raising the degree:' 
mechanization of farm work. 

The .el~ctrificati~n of all the villages has raised the s . 
dard .of ~ivi~g to a higher level. It is a great progress tow · 
the _liquidation of the distinctions between town and co 
tryside. ,~ 

. In the end of 1973 all t~: v~llages of the country w . 
lmked by telephone, thus fac1htatmg communication betw · 
the working people in the countryside with those of · 
town and opening new perspectives to the further spr ' 
of the telegraph services there. 
. The rev:olutionization of the school, which involved 
implementati~>n of the obligatory 8-year school system ' 
the countryside, as well as the extension of the network 
schools and courses, are other favourable elements whi: 
bring the village closer to the town. Most of the new kind 
gartens and 8-year and middle schools have been opened 
the countryside. In the 1978-1979 school year the number 
peasants attending vocational middle schools,' especially ag .. ·· 
cultural ones, accounted for 63.2 per cent of the total numb ·· 
of students. 

As is shown above, the many constructions put up b' 
the state and the cooperatives themselves have transform 
the fa_ce of. the Alb~nian countryside. Today every new ·. 
llage lS bmlt according . to plan with streets, sewers, gre 
SJ?aees, .the necessary socio-economic buildings such as crech 
kindergartens, shops and stores, schools, hearths of culture, e · 

The building of roads, even of a seasonal char·acter th 
~egular maintenance of roads and water supply system: th. 
improvement of the green space, plus constructions of al 
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kinds, the introduction of radio and. T'V sets, ~ave given an 
unprecedented impulse to the mat_erial well-bemg an? cultu
red life in the socialist countryside. They have raised_ t~e 
mobilization of the peasantry and of the whole of socialist 
society to achieve this important goal. · 

The working class helps the peasantry by mass labour 
actions, or by the initiative of the woirkers . to go an? wo~k 
for various periods of time in the countrysi~e, e_specially m 
the mountain zones, by the assistance. they. give m the pea~ 
of field work the material and technical aid for the electri
fication and hygienization of the villages, the fulfilment of 
the plans which have to do with meeting the needs of the 
countryside, the raising of the vanguard . role of the work~rs 
of the machine and tractor stations and the workers who hve 
in the village.. Many other forms of assistance on the part 
of enterprises and institutions of all sec~ors, sue~ a~ s~on
soring of the cooperatives by the enterl?rises. and mstitutions 
of the same district, or of the cooperatives m ~he less deve
loped regions, and especially in the mountamous regioi:s, 
by the cooperatives which have a . mo.re developed material 
and technical base, have been used with success. 

The cooperativists of the plains, who have bet~er con
ditions of economic development, unreservedly contribute to 
the development of the hilly and mountainous zones. They 
help their comrades in the mountains in a co~stant .and org~
nized manner with their relatively rich experience m organi
zation of work and the application of t~e rules of_ modern 
agronomy, by exchanging cadres, etc. Besides, t?7~ give them 
valuable aid in selected seeds and other facilities f?r the 
benefit of the mountainous zones. Another form of assistance 
consists in the merger of the cooperatives in the plains with 
those of the hilly and mountainous zones, when they border 
on each other. . 

The intelligentsia, on its part, plays an i_mp~r~ant role 
in the spread of ·education, culture, the .s~1ent1fic ~ow
ledge of farming and livestock. r~ising, and raising of the ideo
political level of the cooperativ1st peasantry. 

i' 



Part Five 

ALBANIA 

IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA 



The foreign policy of the People's Socialist 
Republic of Albania - a consistent policy 
in conformity with the revolutionary 
principles 

The foreign policy of the state determines its attitude 
towards important international problems and towards the 

1 

other countries, it reflects the objectives the stat'e sets for itself, 
the essential features it has. It is a concrete manifestation 
of the class nature of the state. The foreign policy is always 
built to suit the interests of the classes in power, the social 

and economic regime in power. 
The foreign policy of the Albanian state comprises defi-

nite objectives which correspond to the interests of the wor
king class and the working masses of the country. The fore
ign policy of the PSR of Albania, as worked out by the 
Party of Labour of Albania, is an independent, consistent 
policy, in conformity with the. Marxist-Leninist principles. 
It has a pronounced class character. This policy relies on 
the revolutionary home policy of our state, on the socialist 
regime, and defends the independence, territorial integrity 
and sovereignty and the revolution on an international scale. 
The independence of the Albanian state in the choice and 
elaboration of its foreign policy shows clearly that Albania 
is absolutely free and sovereign and regulates its internal 
affairs and ,external connections according to its own will. 
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forei~~e p~~~~a~e~~~ ~~i~ci~le~ and_ essential fea~ures 
socialist character of the ~elat!bama fare deter~med by1: 

I h ions o production 
. n . t e elaboration and successful . . .. 
its foreign policy the Alba . implementation. b ' man government · I ·· 
ydthh~ tM~rxist-Leninist ·doctrine, by the la~s aowfadyi~alg ' 

an IS orical mate . r I . e events and h ria isi:i. n its scientific analysis of'. 
P enomena m the Id ·t .··· 

essence of the princ1pal contradi 7-or ' I has revealed : 
real motives of the . c ions of our epoch and"' 
tion, of the social, pol~~~~~v:~~n , of th~ in~ernational sr' 
amongst states and the w . econo~c crises, the con . 
ta ti on of its foreign polic;r\~f ii~res_s10n. In the imple ... 
is guided by the essenc ' ·~ aman government al , 
of events and phenome~a of a t~n~s, not the ~uperficial as . 
drawn correct co I . ' n m ~ll the circumstances . 
Albania h b nc usions. The foreign policy of the PSR 
b as . een constantly characterized by 1 ·~ 

y a revolutionary foresi ht t a c ass sp 
opportune moment all d. g . od uncover and strike at :' 
enemies. isgmse plans and schemes of ," 

The foreign policy of the PSR of. Albani . 
~!1sdl~r!:iopular chharhacter, expresses the interes~s ~~ t~e pr .· 

' as sue , as become th 
people, who give their all-o t e concern. of the work. 
people watch with u . support for it. The Alba 
national policv and ~rr~ain~~~~~~n fth~1 dev~fopments of in · 
state in the i:ii.ternational a . 

0 
a actions taken by t , A . rena. , 

the st~u~~l:n~t~~r t~eeo~~~s~~~c~i~n of sociali~m in Alba :· 
tatorship of the proletariat e strengthenmg of the 
their efforts to build and the defence of the Homela 

from the international ~it~:~~~ {~t1:~ic~a~~t Ii~:. separa 

l
Ouedr Party has always. foiJ.lowed with great attenti·o 

ana ys the events and th . n a 
directions and intentions e crea ho:i of new si'tuations, t' 
are .active in the internat· of 1 the various political forces th 
a correct and r· . iona ar~na, and has always maintai 
teachings of Mpa m~ipleLed s~a~d m complete accord with t 
. . rxism- mmsm ou t" 1 . 
mterests of the revo~ution and 'th rl_bna ,ti?na mterests, Th . · e i era ion of the peopl 

e present mternational situation in .. 
turbulent and very tense It . f , general appea 
confrontations that have. e ~~. un of great contradictions an 
aspects of human society to~~~ced the whole globe and a 
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Facing imperialism, social-imperialism and their savage 
aggressive and expansionist activity, facing the bourgeoisie, 
the international monopolies and their barbarous expfoita
tion, facing reaction and its violence and terror, with mul
tiplied forces stand the world proletariat and the staunch 
revolutionaries, the peoples who are struggling for freedom 
and democracy, for socialism. 

In his report at the 8th Congress of the PL!A Comrade 
Enver Hoxha said: «Everything shows that the present world 
situation is full of general and '.local wars, just as it is fraught 
with Uberation wars and the revolution.» ~<In this situation 
the struggle of the .peoples and the revolution are on the 
agenda not only as an aspiration and immediate task for their 
lilberation from capitalist oppression and imperialist yoke, 
but also as a historical necessity to destroy the warmongering 
pfans of imperialism and avert a new general war.» 

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania has always 
consistently followed an open, principled and independent 
foreign policy which, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has said, is 
guided by the principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian 
internationalism, defends the supreme interests of our socialist 
Homeland, supports the revolutionary movements of the work
ing class and the struggle of the peoples for freedom, inde-
pendence and sovereignty. 

The fact that our country develops and advances steadily 
relying on its own forces, without asking anybody for credits 
and hand-outs and resolutely follows its independent policy 
and courageously voices its opinion on all the major political 
and ideological problems, has created a still more favourable 
situation for the development of the international relations of 
our socialist Albania. 

In his report to the 8th Congress of the PLA, Comrade 
Enver Hoxha stressed that imperialism has been and still is 
the source of all aggressions and predatory wars, the source 
of all the disasters and sufferings which have existed and 
exist in the world. American imperialism and Soviet social
imperialism are contesting with one another, are competing 
and manoeuvring to carry out aggressions and occupy other 
countries. The two imperialist superpowers, the United States 
of America and the Soviet Union, not excluding imperialist 
China and other capitalist powers, are striving to achieve 
economic, political and miHtary superiority over the other and 
to capture new strategic positions This rivalry, this super-
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pow~r pol~cy, further complicates the situations and lea 
te~1on with dangerous consequences in all world rela 
While we obserye that the rivalry between the super 
and th~ sharpernng of contradictions between them cons ·•· 
the mam source of present-day international conflicts an · .. 
danger of war, we cannot fail to notice also their effor · 
reach compromises and agreements and even temporary 
anc~. Due to their aggressive nature, they are bound to: 
against one another openly and secretly. Now the two su 
powers have been caught up in the fev•ers of unrest~·. 
a:mar:ient. Their pohcy contains the dir<:>ct danger that · 
kind IS hurled into a third world war. . 

Comrade Enver Hoxha continued: «In one way or . 
?ther, in this or that form, all the peoples encounter . 
interfere:ice ~f an~ a_re threatened by the aggressive 1X't 
of _American imperialism, which represents the greatest 
talist vower of our time and the main defender of ' 
bourgeois-imperialist system.•• 

From the end of the Second Wor'ld War to this 
American imp~rialism has cause? misery and suffering to . , 
!11-any , p~oples It has attacked, e.1;ther direcHy or by means; 
its . obedient tools. In every counter-revolutionary pr: 
which has occurred in the world, in every fascist putsch 

·Overthrow of democracy, in every attack on the .revolu · 
and ·socialism, the hand of American imperialism has alwci 
been present. · 

American imperialism, the greatest plunderer that his 
has ever knowrn, has extended its tentacles al'l over the gl<i 
and has covered it with mHitary bases which are the m '1 

outposts for its war and aggression. Consideration of ne ···· 
all the zones from which oil and all the main raw mater· · 
are extracted, of all the sea routes and all the strategic rpoiti: 
of the glo?e as «zones _of American interests», the unpre·: 
dented bmld-up of various weapons the incitement of t 
milita_Tis~ spirit, the tota~ mobilization to achieve mi.lit .'' 
supenonty ~wer the Soviet rival at any cost and the eV:' 

st:onger rehance on military strength. show that the wor 
will be £:iced _with .an. intensification of the aggr.essive poU 
?f American. 1mper1ahsm, an increase in its interference .· 
~nten:a;1 affairs of other countries and especially in the use · 
1ts military fome. :1!1 

«'!'Oday the hegemonic and expansionist policy for t '~' 
establishment of world domination, the adventurous ' 
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for the preparation and incitement of war,» Comrade 
Enver Hoxha said ih his Report fo the 8th Congress of the 
PLA «also characterize Soviet social-imperialism, the global 
strat~gy of which and especially the ways in which it is 
applied have likewise become more aggressive .... 

Soviet military interventions have followed one another. 
After Czechoslovakia where they intervened directly, came 
Angola, Yemen, Ethiopia, Eritrea into which they intervened 
by third parties. Finally came Afghanistan. 

The policy of the Soviet Union has assumed the same 
aggressive, expansionist, war-mongerin~ feat".1-res as ~ose of 
the United States of America. The Soviet Umon, too, is seek
ing military bases in foreign countries and creating political
military alliances with other countdes, it has a huge ~lita~y 
arsenal which it is constantly building up and perfecting; its 
militarized economy has been placed in the service of realiz
ing its plans of aggressions. 

However, the imperialist-revisionist policy of .war, op
pression and. exploitation has run into the great resistance of 
the proletariat and the peoples of the world. Today the strug
gle of the working class and the peop~es, oppres~ed and 
exploited by world capital, has assumed w~de proportions and 
a variety of forms never seen before. 

The worikers' strugg~e is directed especially against the 
consequences of the economic crisis the burden of which has 
been shifted on their backs. The increasingly acute contra
dictions between labour and capital and the capitalist and 
imperialist oppression in general are accelerating the rise in 
the political and class consciouimess of the proletariat and 
making it conscious that it can escape oppression and ·e~ploi
tation only through class struggle, only through revolut10n. 

Besides the upsurge and extension of the struggle of the 
working class, a general awakening of the oppressed peoples, 
a strengthening of national feelings and a greater desire to 
be free, independent and sovereign can be seen today. The 
peoples' liberation movements have grown in extent and 
enhanced their quality, their anti-imperia'list, anti-social-impe
rialist and anti-neo-colonialist character has been strengthened. 

The I:ranian pople, who rose in revolution and swept away 
the Shah and his medieaval regime and threw out his Amer
ican patrons, dealt a heavy blow to imperialism. The strug
gle of the Arab peoples against the Israeli occupiers. and their 
American patrons has assumed greatier proportions and inten-' 

33 - 117 A 
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sity. In the center of this struggle stand the heroic P~ 
tinian people. The peopJe of Afghanistan are fighting vali~ 
and boldly against the Soviet social-imperialists and the ; 
lackeys to regam their national independence. / 
. The. peoples. of Latin America are shedding their .' 
~ the fight agamst the fascist dictatorships, which are ·• 
i:i po~er with the direct aid of American imperialism. ' 
hberat1?n and revolutionary movement there is growing 
deepemng. The most recent evidence of this is the tri · 
?f the revolution in Nicaragua, the outbreak of the revol 
m Salvador, etc. 

The African continent, is not passive, either. Thanks · 
long an~ persistent struggle, the overwhelming majorit . 
the African countries won their state independence. Howi 
the people of Namibia and South Africa are still. con tin~ 
their struggle. ··~ 

The international situation and the danger of war, ..• 
rade . Enver Hoxha said in his Report, are becoming e ·. 
~ore ".lcute .~caus~ of the grave economic, political . 
ideologLCal crisis which has swept the capitalist and revisi 
ist world today. 

The class and liberation struggles, the genera:l weake 
of the positions of imperialism, which came about as a re ' 
of the destruction of the colonial system and the emerge '1 

of scores of new states, which to this or that extent •· 
fighting to achieve complete political and economic ind~p 
?enee, have exerted an influence, indeed a great decis'. 
influence, on the birth and development of the present er·''. 

. The present crisis, which is one of over-production·i 
d1fferen~ from those of the past because it is continuing 
a long t~~e and there is no sign of emerging from it. Expo, 
are d:clH.ung or: ~ worJd sea.le, the productive capacities :1 
the big mdustnahzed countries are being utilized less 
less. Unemployment and inflation in those countries are ris"' 
continuously. 

The present crisis is tbe crisis and failure of state mo 
poly capitalism, which has been transformed into anot 
fa~t.or increasing the economic difficulties. With the pres·. 
cr1s1s, the model of the capitalist <<Consumer>> society and t .. 
economic theories of present-day capitaHsm received a crus · 
ing blow. 

The present crisis also has clearly shown the decay 
·the capitalist system in the form of capitaiism which prevai · 
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in the Soviet Union and other revisfonist countries. This has 
brought about disturbances in the economy, the diso~ganiza
tion of the productive forces, the decline in production, the 
fall in the standard of living of the working masses and 
the spread of ills which bourgeois society creates. 

The present-day .capitalist and revisionist economy is in 
a state of stagnation which is more and more degrading the 
internal social relations and the relations between states. There 
is an intensification of the general attack on the standard of 
living and the rights of the working people. In almost all 
countries, expenditure on :health, education, aid for children, 
pensions, etc. is being cut drastically. 

In most of the capitalist countries there are mounting 
demands for «strong» government, with the purpose of impos
ing anti-worker measW'es on the population and keeping in 
check the mounting class struggle. ln some countries milita;ry 
putsches a:r:e carried out, there is terrorism and anarchy, 
organized by the bourgeois capitalist governments in power, 
there is illegal trafficking on a colossal scale, robbery organiz
ed on a national and international scale, and hedious, unlimited 
development of physical, moral and political corruption. Fasc
ism is knocking at the gates of many countries. 

The economic crisis and the aggressive course of the 
superpowers, Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his .Report to 
the 8th Congress of the PLA, have made all the contradic
t~ons between .the imperialist .powers more acute and struck 
heavy blows at their blocs and alliances. The members of 
Western, and Eastern groupings ar:e trying to exploit various 
splits and to find excuses for not abiding by the commit
ments, treaties and agrreements which exist among them. This 
is more obvious especially in the Western bloc. 

Today. the pohticaJ and economic power of the United 
States is declining in comparison with that of Western Europe. 
The coffi!Petition from the Common Market and· Japan has 
become very powerful and threatening. The tendency of the 
European. Common Marik,et is to oppose American dictate as 
much as it can and to extend its own markets. Each of the 
big states of Western Europe has begun to recreate and 
strengthen its own spheres of influence on an extensive scale. 
The strategy of the European monopolies is aimed at the 
transformation of ·Europe, first into an economic superpower, 
then into a political superpower, and later still into a military 
superpower. 
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Akeady a new imperialist alliance between the U 
Stares, Japan and China has taken form in the Far East 
this co~stitutes another danger that local wars, or a g~ . 
war, will. break out. Apart from American imperialism, w 
?as. considered the vast. expanses of the Pacific Ocean a~ 
md1sputable spheres of mfluence, now Japan, too, an econo[ 
superpo~er with new imperial ambitions, has emecrged 
hegemomc pretensions. China on its part, dreams of beco 
the sole ruler of Asia and Oceania. 

The Soviet Union is making every effort to weak.en r 

encirclement on its two flanks - in Europe and Asia · · 
to secure dominant strategic positions for an eventual .,;.aj_ 

The contradi·ctions and disagreements have become v~ 
acu~e, als?, ~ithin . the so-called socia1ist community. ·· 
SQviet Un1on itself is in such difficulties that it is no lo 
able to fulfil the demands of the allied countries for.: 
normal d~velopment. of. their economies. The tendency:: 
observed m these sarelhre countries to move closer to " 
co~lalborate with the West. The Soviet Union tries to hin 
this rapprochement and to keep the countries of Eas ' 
Europe bound to it with chains. The best evidence of ... 
grnve s~t~ation in ~he -<~socialist community» and of the d ··. 
con.tradict10ns erodmg it, are the recent events in Pol · 
which have led that country to the brink of economic ca· 
strophe and to major social and political upheavals. · 

The way for the working class and people of Pol 
and ~f a.fl the other .revisionist ~oru11:tries to .escape capita!. 
exploitat10n and forei?n o.ppress10n 1s through the open a 
res~lute struggle agamst the revisionist regime in pow 
agamst enslavement by Soviet socia[-imperialism, agai 
Western ca_pital and reaction. ·. 
. . The sharpening of ~he co~tradictions among the imper" ·~ 
ist powers, as well as with their partners within their mili 
and economic blocs, is increasingly leading to new tensi ;, 
and co11:fl~c~s, to wars of a local and general character 
the redivis10n of markets, sources of raw materials 
sph~re? of in:f1luence. This is a law of the development 
caprtahsm. 

«However,;• Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed in his Re 
~ t?-e 8th Congre:ss of the PLA, <<the inter~imp~rialist cont 
~ictwns and conflicts ,also •cause the weakening of the imper 
ist syste'"!' as a whol~ and of its individual links. It is rup · 
the conscious revolutionary forces to know how to utilize t'N 
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situations created by these rcontradictions in order to mobilize 
the masses, to make them conscious and engage them in 
struggle arvd revolution.» 

The neo-coloniaHst system is also in a grave crisis at 
present. In orde<r to retain their politica!l. and economic domi
nation, to ensur~ the maximum exploitation of the weaJ.th 
of former colonial countries, to restrain the growth of the 
liberation movements of the fireedom-loving peoples, the im
perialists have tried to find and employ new forms of op
pression and enslavement, ever more deceptive and sophisti
cated by means of the system of credits, loans, aid and 
various funds. But besides the savage exploitation, certain 
changes of the economic and social structures have occurred 
in the former co:lonial countries, which are the result of in
vestments, rthe introduction of new technique and technology, 
the extension of communications, etic. This brought about the 
creation of new local socia[ strata such as the national bour
geoisie, workers of various categories and a new intelligentsia, 
who, the latter in particular, no longer reconcile themselves 
to the forms and methods which are used for the oppression 
and exploitation of their peoples. National revolutionary 
consciousness is mourrting everywhere. The movement for the 
esta:blishment of national sovereignty over their own national 
assets, re-evaluation of raw materials and sources of energy, 
for equal exchanges with mutual benefit in international trade, 
etc. has been extended. This movement has deepened the 
existing economic crisis, anJd especiaUy the energy and raw 
materials crisis which has gripped the capitalist revisionist 
world. The resistence and struggle of peoples dominated by 
neo-coloniaO.ism in defence of their rights, assets and national 
sovereignty is an fa-resistible process which will increase and 
develop further in the future. 

Imperialism and its system of neo-icolonialist oppression 
and explO'i.tation is profoundly aware of this threat. Therefore 
it is making every effort, using demagogy and deception her~ 
and force there to suppress this movement. 

Imperialism stimulated and encouraged the emergence of 
various movements and theories such as the -<-<non-aligned» 
movement. Now however, when the rivalry between the 
superpowers has increased, when the crisis has narrowed the 
fields for manoeuvre. a large number of -«non-aligned» coun
tries are uniting with one or the other superpower. 

Along with the spl·itting of the movement and the many 
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•• conflicts between different so-caned non-aligned counttt 
Comrade 1Enver Hoxha stressed in his Report, the dema : 
theories so painstakingly concocted by the different lea " 
especially the Yugoslavs, who have wanted to become ;; 
leaders and ideologists of this group, colrrapsed, too. No~ 
has ended up as an ill-defined, fluid and ficlde movem 
which flares up and dies down according to the situat 
which are created and the interests of the superipowers .. ·. 

'The Chinese theory of ·«three worlds» emerged as a th .1 

in defence of neo-colonialism and especialil.y of the Amed 
domination of the world, but me[ted away like sa'lt cry~' 
ill~~. ~ 

'1n recent years there has been a great deal of propaga ·. 
about what is called the «new international economic ord''' 
which is supposed to sdlve the great tangle of problems ' 
are worrying the economically undeveloped countries. Aro ' 
this ·«new order» vainious theories have been created, co 
plete schemes and projects have been presented, howe · 
nothing wm be achieved because the imperialists do 
renounce the privileges and dominant positions. The corr.' 
course is the struggle of the people's to defend tiheir rights to 
end, resolut1e opposition to the neo-<:olonialist plunder, . 
taking over and sovereign administration of the national asse 

Comrade Env.er Hoxha pointed out that American i' 
perialism and Soviet social-imperial1ism make great efforts '., 
appear as two invincible superpowers. The imperialist sup · 
powers must be appraised as they are, neither underesti ' 
ting nor overestimatillg them. They are powerful and ferocio 

1 

but they are also in decay, they are worm-eaten and degen, 
rate, and their foundations are shaky. · 

In order to escape once and for all capitalist oppressi . 
and eJQploitation, the neo-colonialist yoke of foreigners .·. 
the domination of reaction, ther·e is no other course apart fro), 
the revolution, the overthrow of imperialism and capitalism. · 

The struggle of the peop[es, the stTuggle of the prole 
riat against their enemies wiH surge ahead. It is an objecti ·; 
historical process which no force can stop. ·

1

• 

The foreign policy of Albania, as the policy of a social" 
state, is an open, principled, independent irevolutionary an' 
internationaHst policy. It is led lby the principles of Marxism> 
Leninism and proletarian internationalism, it defends the su,. 
preme interests of our sociaHst Homeland, supports the r · 
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volutionary movements of the working class and the struggles 
of the peoples for freedom, independence and sovereignty. 
As a result of this, the voice of Albania has always been a 
free, realistic and objective voice. The policy of socialist Al
bania has been for strengthening of sincere relations of friend
ship and collaboration with all the freedom-loving and peace

_ loving peoples, with all those who fight against the aggressive 
and hegemonic policy of imperialism. 

The fact that socialist Albania bases its development and 
progr-ess on its own forces, that Jt consistently adheres to its 
independent policy and boldly voices its opillion on an major 
political and ideological questions, has created a favournble 
situation for the development of its international relations. 
Nowadays, our socialist country is recognized and r·espected 
in the international arena as a sovereign state which is dis
tinguished for its determined struggle again.st the super
powers, for the preservation of peace and international se
curity, for adherence to the fundamental principles l'egulating 
relations between sovereign states, for its wise policy and 
constructive efforts fOir the development of relations and 
exchanges 1in different fields on the basis of mutual benefit 
and interest. The diplomatic relations of Albania have been 
extending kom year to year; ill 1981 it maintained diplomatic 
refations with 95 states and commercial and cultural relations 
with an even greater number of states. 

Our state has devoted special care to relations with neigh
bouning countries and, in a wider framework, with the Eu
ropean countries. It holds that the participation of the majority 
of the countries of Europe in the military and political Qlocs 
of the superpowers, which do not defend ibut sacrifice them, 
is the cause of the divisions and splits in Europe, of the 
frequent tensions and confrontations between different coun
tries of this continent. Socialist Albania has clearly expressed 
its attitude towards the Helsinki Conference and the .so-called 
Euronean secunity. Socialist Albania did not take part in it 
and denounced it as a farce hatched up by the two superpowers 
with the objective of guaranteeing and strengthenin~ their 
respectiv1e spheres of influence in Europe, of legalizing and 
perpetuating thek domination 1in this continent. 

'The events that have occurred in Euirope and around it 
since the Helsinki Conference have completely corroborated 
and iustified the stand of Albania. Time has shown that the 
so-caned ·«H~lsinki spirit», -«peaceful collaboration», «the free 
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circulation of people and ideas»-, etc. were nothing but holl 
souf1:din~ sl~gans to deceive the European peoples, to a!ro' 
the illus10n m them that the danger of war is allegedly 
removed and that the maintenance of the imperfalist sUf 
quo in Europe is their salvation. . · 
.. The view ?f so?ialist Albania is that only resolute op 

s1t10n to American imperialism and Soviet social-imperiaU 
the liquidation of military blocs and the l'emoval of ato' 
weapons and foreign troops can ensure the peace in Euro;: 

Because of the strategic position which the Balkan 
nisula occupies and the old feuds, Comrade Enver Ho 
pointed out in his Report to the Congress, the conflicts 
more acute and the dangers greater in this region. The 
tuation is made even more complicated by the fact that 
superpowers, prnceeding from their own interests, are try· 
to set the Balkan peoples and countries against one anoth 
that some countries of this !region participate in the milt' 
and economic blocs of the superpowers, foreign milita 
bases exist in their territories and they permit the Ameri · 
and Soviet fleets to enter their territorial waters and stay ' 
thei!r ports, etc. · 

Our socialist state upholds the view that at present t 
genuine aspirations of the peoples of the Balkans, the pea 
and stability in this zone, can be served best by not allo · ' 
the imperiaHst superpowers to interfere in the internal affa,, 
of the countries of our region and by taking concrete a : 
constructive measures for the positive development of relatio 
on the basis of the ,good neighbour policy. In the future t ' 
socialist Albania will make every effort to ensure that mutu 
l'espect and genuine understanding prevail in its ;relatio ;, 
with the neighbouring s-tates. 

Albania has been guided by these principles and the ' 
~ims in it~ relations with Yugoslavia, too. The policy of social 
ISt Albama towards Yugoslavia has always been constan 
una1teried in its foundations and principles, and the attitud · 
and /behaviour of the Yugoslavs towards it will not make f 
waver from them. The desire of socialist Albania is, as Comrad 
Enver Hoxha st11essed in the 8th Congress of PLA, that th· 
state relations 'in different fields between the two countir · 
should develop normaHy. However, this wrn depend on th·: 
stand of Yugoslavia towards socialist Albania and on its trea ···· 
ment of the AJJbanians in !Kosova and other parts of Yu ' 
goslavia which constitute an entity of nearly 2 million people. 
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The tragic events in Kosova in 1981 are tJ:e result of _the 
chauvinist policy followed towar~s. the Alban~an popula_t10n, 
the result of the denial of the political, economic and national 
ri~hts of the Afbanians in Yugos:l8:via .. Th~ people of Kosova 
have never been reconciled to this situation and have per
sistently fought for the rights due to them, fo:r the independent 
development of the economy, for the right to have their ~wn 
republic within the framework of the Yugoslav F-ederat10n, 
the right to develoa;i their national art and culture, to become 
acquainted with their own history, etc. 

Socialist Albania has never interfered in the internal 
affairs of Yugoslavia, but it has defended and ;vrn ,~.efend t~e 
rights of its Albanians brothers in Yugoslavia . with all its 
might. 

The People's Socialist. Rep~blic of Al~ania h_as devoted 
special care to strengthenmg friendly relations with Grieece. 
In recent years these relations have assumed further develop
ment in all fields. 

Our state is ready to work with Italy for the further 
development of normal ;relations in the interests of our two 
peoples and for further progress of the _exis~ing relations. 

·The relations of the PSR of Albama with Turkey have 
developed and are developing more and more in the spidt of 
friendship and collaboration. 

Positive steps ihave been mad_e in our country's ~riendly 
relations with the French Repulbhc. Our state has smcerely 
expressed the desire that its relations with Austria, Sweden, 
Finland, Norway, Denmark, Switzerland, Belgium, Holland 
and Portugal should be further developed and extended. 

The post-Second World Wa;r British governments haye 
adopted hostile, anti-democratic stands towards .new Albama. 
Apart from this, they seized the Albanian gold plundered 
by the Hitlerites and to this ~iay are still exploiting it in 
their own interests. In these circumstances there can be no 
-talk of diplomatic relations between the two countries. The 
British government must immediately return the gold to 
Albania together with the interests accrued from the arbitrary 
exploitation of it. The PSR of Albania will fight against the 
injustices which have been or are being done to it. 

The PSR of Albania is of the opinion that in regard 
to the Federal Republic of Germany, with :understanding ~n 
the part of both sides over certain questions that remam 
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suspended since the S esta~~hment of diplom~~~~el~~~ld War, difficulties to 
e profound pr·incipled id 1 ~ can be surmounted =ts of our Party and state ~i~~'";'~ and political di.,",g 

. pe are well-known w·-h e countries of Eas 
agamst modern revisio : it out relinquishing the tr . 
velopment of relations rn;m, t°ur state is for the no~ 
~~y:~~ ~: ~ciprocal' be~efi~a~~t~x~~:::~ 0~ the basis'.' 
Hungary. erman Democratic Republ~a,z Bechosl?va. ic, ulgarl'a · 

th Our state !has supported d . e end and energeticall ~n w1H continue to su ; ~r the liberation of th the iust sll'uggle of the A bpport1. 

1;~~~r z!on"'{ aggressors~ ~bst!~i~ries occupi:i l;' 
";1~h Algei7:, 0i\';f~t 

1
;:!q th~.:rie":dly re~'~:" ~~t o!~~u ~- •• 

o er Ar~b countries. ' 1 ya, Lebanon, Tunisia, Eg t n' 
.our state maintain . YP ~ .. 

~.fn~a~ countries such s .;;1e,;:1y ~lation~ with a number 
ti~'::s • we and is for the furl~::"~!~ {wnea, Mali, Zamh . e~~~~th~re 

O~r ·country has . c;h 
countries of A . . . good relations also w'th . 
with Laos and s1~. With the Socialist Re 1 . a nu~ber '· 
ourdrelations are t~~v~~. mpi~cgra.tic Pe?ple's k~~~~li~f oi'1~na . 
con emnded th lbl m a friendly 

0 

a tool f . e oodthirsty activit' way. Our state h 
the Ca~boJ~: Ch~nese ~ocial-imper~~~is~ ~1:a P?l Pot cliq141 
encountering a~ ~le. will surmount the d'ff' ilt. hopes th 

As . n ec1de their own f 1 icu ties they 

Ch
. a result of the hostil . ate and future 
mese leade h · · e, anti Alba · · there rs ip, apart from f 1 n.1an activity of 

and Ch8:re no other ·concrete rela~rma bd1plomatic relatio ma. ions etween our 
The Chinese . 1 . coun 

our Part socia -imperialists h .. . 't' y, our people and . ave lmed up aga· 
~ res. and aims have been our country. But the' ot7~;yt-~e9ninlist principled ::rc:;~f in the face of t~e ~i 
L ' 978 of the· C our Party Th lett t.:'b~i:'; of Albania and ;he g;,~,, Committee of ihe ;'arty 
political c~~~esi~ r~vi~ionis~ leader~~~ o~~~eh PSR of Alba I 

cour:ageous ex eo og1cal lme of the Part ic f expresses th<. 
of the Ch' posure of the reactio Y. o Labour, is ' 

mese revisionists. This le~t~7. aims and activiti . and the subsequen 
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documents of the Party, as well as the works of great theore
tical and practical value of Comrade Enver Hoxha, «Imperial
ism and the Revolution» and Reflection. on China» throw 
light, with many facts and documents of irrefutable strength, 
on the anti-Marxist line of the OP of China, revealing the 
real motifs that have prompted the- sociail-imperialist leader
ship of that country into infamous and hostile actions a
gainst socialist Albania, into the violation of the offidal agree
ments and protocols, into trumped-up accusations of all 

The correct and resolute stand of our socialist country kinds. 
towards the aims and actions of the Chinese revisionists 
have had wide, far-reaching response all over the world. They 
have been welcomed and powerfully supported by the true 
Marxists and the progressive people who express their 
support for the Party of Labour of Albania, and their pro
found aversion to the Chinese social-imperialists, as the traitors 
they are and lackeys in the pay of imperialism, and of Ameri-

can imperialism in particular. 
The establishment of diplomatic relations with Japan crea-

tes the conditions and paves the way for the development of 

trade between the two countries. 
The 'People's Socialist Republic of Albania has no:rmal 

relations with \Mexico, Peru, Argentina, Panama and other 
countries of Latin America. It is ready to establish such rela
tions also with other countries of this continent which are 
for friendly relations and commercial and cultural exchanges 

with our country. 
1

W1th the United States and the Soviet Union, which are 
the most savage enemies of the freedom and independence of 
the peopiles, of peace and security in the world, our country 
has and will have no relations. Just as in the iJast, it wiU 
resolutely continue its struggle for the exposure of their 
aggressive and hegemony-seeking policy and activity. 

In the future, too, the People's SociaJ.ist Republic of Alba-
nia whll work for the development of international relations in 
a positive direction. In this spirit, it wilQ spare no 

1

efforts in 
:bhe United Nations Organizartion and oth& interrnational orga
nizations so as to make its contribution to the defence of 
the interests and aspirations of the peoples. 

The foreign policy of the Albanian state, a policy archi-
tected by the Party o~ Labour of Albania, is an· open policy, 
a consistently principled policy. This policy is aimed at further 
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strengthening freedom and independence of the Hamel 
safeguarding and consolidating the gains we have made·· 
the road of socialism, guaranteeting the communist future'; 
our country, a policy which contributes to the triumph· of ; · 
caus~ of the revolutio~ a:id the liberation of the peoples. ; 

Th~ co:rrec~ and prmc1pled stands socialist Albania assu 
on the mternational plane, our people's successful construe.· 
and defence of socialism relying entirely on their 0~ f . 
have won our free and independent socialist country 
deserved symp~thf' and :espect of millions of people all 0 
the world. This is the mdependent political and ideolog · 
~ourse resoll1:tely followed by socialist Albania. This co 
is expressed m the correct Marxist-Leninist line of the Pa 
a~d m ~he ~oreign policy of the PSR of Albania which c · 
phes with its own fundamental interests and those of 
freedom. and independence of the peoples, of the internatio · 
proletanat, the revolution and socialism. . · 

CONCLUSION 

This book is an effort to thtrow light on the true portrait 
of Albania in a most objective approach. 

The informed reader certainly knows that the enemies of 
·Albania, and in the first place the spokesmen of the impe
rialist powers, plot in silence against Albania, and even if so
metimes they menrtion it, they endeavour to present it in an 
entirely fa~se light. Today the same attitude is adopted by 
the scribes of imperialism and modern revisionism. However, 
in spite of this silent conspiracy, in spite of the lies and 
falsifications, the blockade and the plots concocted, in the 
first place, by the American imperialists, the Soviet social
imperialists and the Chinese revisionists, the voice of small 
Albania has been heard all over the world. 

The millions of honest people with democratic and prog
ressive ideas, the millions of the revolutionaries all over 
the world, who have seen how the Albanian reality has 
torn the dense fog spread by the enemies of democracy, 
progress and socialism, lend a more attentive ear to the voice 
of Albania, try to know better the reality of this small 
country in the Balkans, of this small people who have blazed 
the trail of history sword in· hand, who have dispelled the 
centuries-old darkness and have embarked on the broad road 
of socialism and communism - the future of all mankind, 
with confidence and determination. 

After the betrayal by the Khrushchevite revisionists and 
their flunkeys, Albania, always loyal to Marxism-Leninism, 
continues with success the work for the building of socialism. 
Our country is a brilliant example that socialism and com
munism are not a utopian dream, as the ideologists of the 
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bourgeoisie and modern revlSlonism try to make out, b .· 
reality, an objective necessity, an unavoidable historical s 
through which all the countries will pass sooner or I : 

In the first years after Liberation from the nazi-fa: 
bondage and firom the local traitors, it was a great joliJ 
see the first electric power plant, the first university, . 
first professional theatre, the first railroad, the promulga 
of the first law on social insurances, the creation of 
first agricuil tural co operative, etc. These were great victo: 
ror a people who emerged from the semi-feudal and s .'· 
colonial state and set out on the road of material and '. 
ritual progress. The word «first» was mentioned in a s 
of triumph. The same can be said today, but in another 1 

Socialist Albania is the first country in the world w ·· 
abolished taxes, wiped out malaria, and the opium of . 
gion. Albania has the most progressive Constitution in .~· 
world. To these successes must be added the compi!ete el 
trification of the country, the remarkable development of ''. 
popular education and a long series of victories, which · 
transformed Albania into a country towards which 
millions of the revolutionaries in the world have dire 
their eyes. 

Socialist Albania, a backward country only 38 years a 
is a brilliant example, its experience is studied everywhe 
Socialist A1lbania has attracted the hatred of the imperiali 
the revisionists and reactionaries of all colours. And it dee · 
this an honour. On the other hand, socialist Albania has . 
friendship, sympathy and support of all the revolutiona, 
people of the wotrld. And again it deems this an hono1i 
Albania marches ahead on its road, making an outstandi ·i 

contribution to the theory and practice of the revolutio, 
Always loyal to the Marxist-Leninist philosophy, sod · 

ist Albania, under the leadership of the PLA with Comra 
Enver Hoxha at the head, will hold high the banner 
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, and will advance on t 
brilliant road of socialism and communism. 
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