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INTRODUCTION

None of the figures of speech used by poets is as fitting
to the history of the Albanian as its comparison with Phenix,
the mythical bird, which as often as it was consumed by fire
its own act, rose again from its ashe; and began its life
with renewed vigor.

The Albanians are the descendants of the ancient Illyrians
whose history begins much earlier than the Homeric tales. In
this territory of lofty mountains and deep blue seas, of awe-
inspiring mountain paths and green vales, of age-long forests
and alluvial plains, of precipitating streams and rivers and
the largest lakes in the Balkans, the Illyrians tilled the fields
and set up workshops, built forts and founded cities, carried on
trade and minted coins, built ships and bravely plied nearby
and [ar away seas and oceans during the first milleniun: before
our era. Then they set up their own independent states with
kings and armies, with friends and allies, with slaves and slave-
holders; and then they waged regular wars, at limes to
win at others to lose, at times to conquer at others to defend
themselves. But during the second century before our era,
everything that they had achieved during the thousand vears
of development and progress was crushed to smithereens. Illyria
was vanquished by Rome. The independent states were done
away with and, what is worse, the bulk of the Illyrian people
were subjugated for five centuries and a half by the iron rule of
Rome, which. with its military, political, economic and cultural
potency jeopardized the Illyrian ethnological race itself, Under
the severe punishments for repeated uprisings, as a vesult of
deportations to far away regions as slaves or undesirable ele-
ments and of a wave of Romanization that spread on the
eastern coast of the Adriatic, the Illyrian population had shrunk
into a handul and were writhing under the agony of extermi-
nation &t the end of this long and bitter domination.

In 395 the Roman empire was split into two and the
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territory of Albania, as every one knows, remained within the
boundaries of the Byzantine Empire. The pressure which the
Empire at Constantinople exerted for more than nine centuries
added to the equally harsh pressure of the subsequent set-
tlement of the Slav population in these regions, made it look
as if the ethnical doom of the Illyrians was sealed. But the TI-
lyrians who were always present there, shriveled
on those steep ins and inspiring i
ledges. arnd even in those green vales and hills almost
by the sea, spread again all over the fertile fields,
took part in the uprisings against the Byzantine Empire and
by the end of the XII century laid the foundations of a separate
state. Their state was short lived for it was swallowed up by the
superior force of their neighbors. Albania was run over mnot
only by the age-long Byzantine rulers but also by the Bulgarians,
the Anjou forces and by the Servians. But the Albanians held
their own. Never did their enemies become masters of their
natural fastnesses, and even when they succeeded to penetrate
there, they could hold them but for a short period. Never were
enemy laws and ordinances carried into execution in their
lofty mountain regions. On the contrary, the country continued
to forge ahead with renewed vigor, as if trying to make good
the time lost. Cities were again set on their feet and grew at
an unparalleled rate, fields began to flourish again under cul-
tivation, art and culture started to thrife as never before in
the country, And what was expected to come was not long
in coming, After the middle of the XIV century a series of small
feudal estates sprang up in Albanian territory on the ruins of
the timeworn Byzantine Empire and of the ephemeral Servian
Empire, which as a result of wars, as things go, were fused
into larger feudal principalities which further developments
could not fail to lead to the formation of a common Albanian
state,

Just when the country was swept by the enthusiasm of
this historical process, the Ottoman Turks made their appearance
at the outskirts of Albania. The valiant, never vanquished
population had of course no intension of kowtowing to this
other foreign rule. But plunged into feudal chaos Albania was
ill-prepared for resistance. The Ottoman Turks just walked
over it towards the end of the XIVth century. Anti-Turk
uprisings for liberation soon broke out one after another but,
unfortunately, they were isolated one from the other and they
were led by fastidious chiefs. Hence they did not yield the
results desired.
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But in the fall of 1443, when the gifted captain George
Kastriot alias Scanderbeg, placed himself at the head of
liberation movement the Albanians rose as a body and followed
him. Scanderbeg managed better than any one else in the
middle ages to draw the broad masses of people under his
banner, for none but he succeeded in giving the liberation war
 popular character. This alone can account for the fact, of
which many historians are still skeptical about, that the
Albanians joined the colors of their own free will, as volunteers
not recruits, in order to fight so formidable an enemy as the
Ottoman Turks were during the XV century. This alone can
account for that nearly legendary epic that unravelled itself
on the mountains, dales, plains and castles of Albania for
nearly a quarter of a century, at a time when Central Europe
and the Balkan peninsula had been cbsessed with panic at the
irresistible onslaught of the Turkish crescent. With Scander-
beg at the head the Albanians held the enemy at bay and
defended Europe from an impending invasion, A proof of this
in the twenty-two and more battles of unequal stren
waged in this narrow strip of land and won by the relatively
small number of unarmed Albanians.

Face to face with an enemy whose sources of men and
wealth never went dry, as the Ottoman Empire was, the defeat
of the Albanians, few in numbers, badly equipped and
abandoned by other states, was inevitable. The Turks conquered
Albania at last. A dark period followed for the country after
this defeat. The country suffered innumerable losses in men.
The population was decimated as a result of massacres and
flight to foreign lands in order to escape reprisals, towns werc
razed to the ground whereas whole villages turned to grassy
lands. The Turks enforced their laws and did their uttermost
to force their faith on the remaining population. This attempt
continued for centuries, But the hopes of the Turks to lirk
this country and these people with Istanbul came to naught.

The Albanians offered renewed resistance to this new
danger. The mountains, as usual became hotbeds for {reedom.
Noi even in towns did the Turks have much success. In the
XIX century the Albanians lined up with renewed vigor, in
4 new combative front, in the front of fighting for freedom
with a view to throwing off the yoke of the age-long invader and
10 re-establishing the national, independent stafe, not the
feudal but the democratic state. This period known as the
Albaniar, National Revival makes up one of the most brilliant




pages of the history of this country. The struggle was a hard
one for it was waged not only against the Turkish rulers who were
still too strong for the Albanians but also against the Great
Powers which backed the Turks as well as against the chauvinist
governments of the neighboring countries which abided their
time to chop up Albania once it had cast off the Ottoman yoke.
The struggle was a hard one for it had to curb the power of the
local feuda] chieftains who had cast their lot with Turkey, for
it had to overcome the religious and regional dissensions sown
by the age-long invader. The Albanian democratic and revolu-
ticnary patriots were not intimidated by these hardships but
carried on their heroic struggle by pen and sword till the desired
end of the proclamation of Albania’s national independence
was achieved on November 28, 1912.

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania's mdepen-
dence as the national ion in Vlora had it
on November 28, 1912. After many typical negotiations of
imperialist diplomacy, Albania was recognized on July 29,
1913 as an «independent» state but under the supervision and
warranty of the Great Powers: the country was forced to
respect under all circumstances its neutrality and the boundaries
which had left nearly half of Albania’s territory on the other
side and to accept a constitution elaborated by the Big Powers
and to accept a foreign prince to rule it without asking the
masses of the Albanian people who would submit to that consti-
tution or to that, prince and without consulting with the national
Government at Vlora, which, over and above this was forced
to resign. This was a serious insult to the heroic Albanian
people who had never submitted to the will of foreigners.
But the times were too delicate for an armed protest against
the Great Powers. The international situation was fraught with
risks for Albania, who had hardly ever seen a bright day. It
was springtime when the prince Fiirst zur Wied landed in
Durres in 1914, The world was at the threshold of the First
World War. Negotiations were about to yield their place to
fire-arms. Albania’s sycophants, old and new, hurried to take
advantage of the «control» of the Great Powers and await
the propitious moment to jump on their prey.

Only a few weeks had passed before it became evident
that «international control» meant «international fetters». 15
monﬂ'ns had hardly passed by since the time the Great Powers had

Albania’s lity that they tI violaf




it. The same powers which had guaranteed Albania’s «inde-
pendence» buried it alive. The first to set their foot on Albanian
territory were the Italian army. Almost simultaneously the
Greek troops poured into the country from the south. Then the
Servian, Montenegran, Austro-Hunoarian and French troops
followed suit. The country which had nothing to do with the war
turned into a battlefield. The losses it incurred were colossal.
But the worst came in April 1915. England, France, Crarist
Russia and Italy, four of the six Greal Powers whlch had ‘ugned
on Juy 29, 1913 the the
Albania and had guaranteed its frontiers, the selfsame DoWe'rs
with the selfsame representatives in the very building in Lon-
don where they had signed this document not later than 15
months before, sat down and signed another shameful treaty
whereby Albania’s independence was brought to an end and
Albania’s territory was parcelled out to the neighboring states.

At the end of the First World War Albania’s position
became again critical. The country, terribly devastated by the
war was about to be chopped up and parcelled out to Yugoslavia,
Greece and Italy. At the 1919 Peace Conference in Paris where
the victorious powers met to draw up the new map of the
world, it became evident that Albania had no supporters to
back it up. Albania was occupied by the armies of those powers
which were deciding its destiny. Its hands were tied but its
song did not let the Paris tribunal issue its fatal verdict. A
National Congress meeting at Lushnie, a little town of Albania,
on January 21, 1920 said its «Nol» to the
in Paris. Then from decisions to acts! An uprising broke out
in June 1920 in the most vulnerable spot of imperialist designs
on Albania — in the Vlora region which Rome considered the
Gibraltar of the Adriatic. Through their heroism the Albanian
fighters from towns and countryside overpowered the superiority
of arms of the enemy and compelled the Government at Rome
0 stari negotiations with the Albanian Government and sign
an agreement on August 2, 1920 at Tirana, to withdraw Italian
troops from the occupied regions and to recognize the inde-
pendence and territorial integrity of Albania.

Albania, which escaped perditicn thanks only to the incred-
ible exploits of its sons, set then to work and built its state
and social system, its economy and culture. The democratic
forces, in perpetual conflict with the conservatory and reac-
tionary forces of the country, did their uttermost to lead
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Albania to progress, and . The essi
[orees. en]oyed the suppun of all the people who aspired to be
and to put an end to their
backwardness. Tnumph came with lightning speed for
reactionary forces were toppling to their fall. In June 1924
the bourgeois democratic revolution broke out and scored suc-
cess. A democratic government of a revolutionary pulse was
set up in Tirana with Fan Noli at its head. Albania began to
breathe freely. It was groping its way for a better future. But
the enthusiasm was untimely. The dark forces of reaction
headed by Ahmet Zog and sponsored by foreign powers,
organized abroad, crossed the frontier and entered Albania and
in December 1924 overthrew the government of the June
revolution.

Ahmed Zog ascended to power as President of the Republic,
at first, then from September 1928 as the King of the Albanians
under the name of Zog I. But this is of no primary importance.
It is the policy he pursued, or better still, the results cf that
policy, that are of importance. As President or King Zog was
a dictator, a semi-oriental despot. or as a little Sultan, as he
was sarcastically dubbed in the country. He considered and
treated Albania as a large personal estate of his. The state
treasure was his preferred field for plunder. He liked to be
called a «reformer» but no serious transformations ever took
place except an earsplitting noise about intended reforms for
the progress of the country. Inspite of his pledges to carry
out land reform, so essential to Albania. and though laws were
promulgated, committees were set up and experts wers mo-
bilized, the land owning gentry remained where they had been.
No serious investments were ever made whereas ‘he millions
which were received as loans from abroad were used to build
government palaces and gloomy jails. Freedom of speech and
nf the press and of conscience ylelded thelr place to a regime

police rep: LT . violence,
cnrruphun hunger — this is the plcmre of Zog’s internal policy.

In Zog’s foreign policy the picture is more tragic. He owed
allegiance to the foreign powers who brought him to power,
therefore he pursued the policy of the open door towards them.
In 1925 zlone the Italian capitalists were given a series of
concessions in the field of exploiting mines, banks. trade and
agriculture, In 1926 there was signed in Rome «The Pact of
Friendship and Security~, and in 1927 «The Pact of Defensive




Alliance» in which Italy was given the right of military
intervention in Albania not only when and if this country were
attacked by a third power but also when Zogs regime melf
would be by internal

the dagger was plunged aven deeper. The Gesliad - wate oits
which Were spent for non-remunerative investments, and
inability 1o be paid back at the specified time, placed Albama
under the financial dependence of Rome. The Italian military
missions and the Italian fascist organizers, who spread among
the ranks of the army and of the Albanian administration
accomplished the task of peaceful penetration of Rome. The
result of this policy became soon evident. On April 7, 1939 the
Italian fascist troops attacked Albania, disorganized and betrayed
as it was, and after a short resistance occupied it.

Albania, which had not yet enjoyed in full the fruits of
independent life, seemed again to have been turned to ashes.
The enemy who occupied the country was very powerful, so
powerful as it thought to occupy the whole of Europe with his
northern ally, Hitlerite Germany, by his side. The enemy was
well prepared to poison the conscience of people with his
inhuman fascist ideology. But a still greater evil lay ahead.
Mussolini was obsessed with the idea of repeating Rome’s
older policy of turning the Adriatic into an Italian lake. This
lake idea implied the Ttalianization of the eastern coastline of
the Adriatic, just as Rome once tried to Romanize these regions.
One year after occupation the number of Italian workers brought
to Albania surpassed the number of Albanian workers in the
country. They started to make a survey of the plains of the
country and to draw up plans to remove Albanian peasants into
the remote regions of the hinterland, The towns swarmed with
fascist cultural institutions, Italian enterprises and firms of
various kinds and, at the same time, with numerous Italian
trecops to pursue the policy of aggression against other
states from the territory of Albania.

In order 1w call the attention to the world to his
indomitable strength the head of the Italian fascist imperialism
threatened it from Rome that in union with Nazi Germany he
would build the new order everywhere. In the towns of Albania
the fascists utilized every occasion to display their armed
forces equipped with artillery, tanks, and armored vehicles
accompanied by military planes. But the Sons of the Eagle,
as poets have made it their habit to call the Albanians, lost no
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heart. As a response to their armed forces and fascist demagogy,
they staged anti-fascist demonstrations in town streets filled
with «carabinieri» and even under the very noses of the
highest governmental authorities. The wave of arrests, impri-
sonments and deportations swept the country. But no one was
dismayed. The lofty mountains were always there unshaken
to welcome the freedom fighters. And freedom [ighters were
not long in coming. The first batch of freedom fighters took
up their rifles and betook themselves to these natural fastnesses
in winter 1940 and more of them in the spring of 1941. And
this is the way the armed struggle of patriotic Albanians began
against the foreign fascist invaders.

The mountains became, as usual, the lair of the first
freedom fighters but the places where they came from were
the towns and the villages. These fighters had been workers,
peasants and school children. These bands were few at the
start but those who were waiting to take up arms and join
their ranks were innumerable. The fight was far from equal
On one side there were the enemies armed to the teeth with
the most reactionary circles of the country with them, while
an army lacking arms and organization, armed only with the
love of the country and hatred for the enemy and disdain for
the collaborating traitors in their hearts. This liberating struggle
and this popular army required a manager’s head, an organizer’s
hand, a compass to guide them

The major international political and military events that
took place during the summer and fall of 1941 — the attack
of Hitlerite Germany against the Soviet Union and their rapid
advance deep into the land of the Soviets — brought about
a radical change in Albanian political opinion. The bourgeois
nationalist personalities intoxitated by the untimely successes
of the Hitlerite troops and by the wily promises of the Italian
fascists of making Albania a big state. gave up participating in
the patriotic war and, what is worse, collaborated with the
foreign invader. On the contrary, the patriotic forces, workers,
peasants, young scholars, followed the line of infallible reason-
ing that the more the anti-fascists fought the nearer would be
the day of the collapse of imperialist fascism and, as a conse-
quence, the nearer would the day of the liberation of Albania be.

The Albanian Communist Party, the guiding head of which
th> country stood in greatest need at this historical moment,
sprang from the ranks of these pure patriotic forces in a
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strictly clandestine way, on November 8, 1941, precisely when
\he German Hitlerite armies were fighting in the vicinity of
Moscow, Right from the start the new party expressed in its
program and in its first pamphlets that idea that occupied the
mind and that desire which occupied the hearts of these
workers, peasants and honest intellectuals, namely, an uncom-
promising war against the foreign fascist invaders and, at
the same time, a struggle to build a free, democratic, people’s
Albania, without those despicable eels that had sucked the blood
of the masses of the people, that had betrayed the highest
interests of the country, that had paved the way for the April
7. 1939 occupation of the country by fascists and who were
now collaborating with the foreign fascist invaders.

Right from the start the Albanian Communist Party (now
the Party of Labor of Albania) placed itself in the lead of the
National-Liberation War and concentrated its whole attention
1o expanding, broadening and intensifying the patriotic war. It
enlisted in its ranks all the revolutionary communists and
through them got in touch with the masses of the population
in the towns and on the countryside, in work centers and in
town wards, in schools and in clubs. It came in touch with all
free fighters wherever they were, organizing regular armed
units. Through its guerilla units the Communist Party extended
the armed contest within the towns too. It succeeded in feeling
the pulse of the popular masses and in always being at head
of them better than any one else.

Only a few weeks had passed by when the whole country,
towns and their suburbs, village and roads of communication,
heard the partisan rifle shots resounding with a new intonation
never heard before, and with a revolutionary impulse rever
seen so far. The slogan issued by the Albanian Communist
Party «no compromise with the enemy, total war until victory
is achieved, until Albania is liberated-. became the watchword
of the masses of workers and peasants. Under its leadership
these masses never wavered, neither under the police repres-
sions of the fascists, nor under the punitive expeditions of the
armies of the enemy. The communists stood always in the
vanguard of the National-Liberation War and their daring
exploits surpassed those we read of in legends. They guarded
sacredly in their hearts the Party’s call: «a hero fallen in the
tield of battle a hundred others rise in his place-

Under the leadership of the Albanian Communist Party
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and its staff headed by comrade Enver Hoxha, the National-
Liberation war, strengthened by almost daily successes over the
enemy and his collaborators, became more and more intense.
The sum total of military successes brought about political
successes. In less than a year after the founding of the party
the National-Liberation Front was established with many
nationalist elements taking part in it and, at the same time, the
basis of the new democratic regime was laid which would be
cstablished in the liberated regions and on which independent
Albania would rest. The partisan army turned from bands and
small units to bigger military formations, to battalions. July
1943 saw the formation of the General Staff of the National-
Liberation Army which grew from day to day and scored
success after success. The rush of thousands of volunteers to the
ranks of the patriotic army made it necessary to form larger
army units — the storm brigades.

The events of September 1943 resulted in the replacement
of the Italian troops, which had capitulated, with German
armies. This placed the Albanian National-Liberation War in
a new stage, in the most heroic stage of its career. The new
invaders were stronger and more ruthless towards the partisan
movement. They found here a willingness to collaborate on the
part of all the Albanian bourgeois nationalist elements who
were taken aback by the incredible of the National-Liberation
Army. Two of the major organizations of these trends, the
organization of the so-called «Balli Kombétar~ (=the Nationalist
Front) hurriedly set up by the bourgeois nationalists, and the
.Legality~ party which aimed at bringing the despised King
Zog back to Albania, became the gendarms of the German
invaders, But the attempts of the «Balli Kombétar» and of the
«Legality» parties failed in a very deplorable way. There were
no more people in Albania likely to waver to the extent desired
by the anti-communist demagogy. The Hitlerite commanders
thought at t,he ume that they could master the situation by

military i against the areas
liberated by the partisans. During the 1943-44 winter a number
of German divisions passed through the whole of Albania
spreading fire and sword, clashing arms with partisan brigades
and setting fire to the villages of the country. The same terror
reigned in towns, Membel: o{ «Bnlh Kombétar» and of «Le-
gality» ly in these criminal
actions. After these opersuons the Hitlerite armies and the

0
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Ballist- and «Zogist» bands returned to the towns all worn
out with exhaustion claiming that they had crushed the
Naticnal-Liberation Army. But the partisan army had offered
firm resistance and the lie of the enemy came out. News kept
on coming to the towns and villages that the partisan forces
were growing day by day, that new brigades were being
formed with lightning speed and that these queer partisans were
appearing more often in the suburbs of the towns. Moreover,
the historic Congress of Permeti, made up of delegates gathered
from all parts of Albania met in the liberated town of Permeti
in May 1944 and chose the highest organs of the new Albanian
state. among which the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com-
mittee  with the attributes of a provisional democratic
government and under the leadership of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the most distinguished leader of the patriotic war.

Subsequent events marked the apogee of the National-
Liberation War. The Hitlerite armies launched a second major
offensive against the partisan army assisted this time too by
Kuisling. Ballist and Zogist detachments, but this shared the
same fate with the first. The desperate efforts of the English
and American military missions that had come to the regions
liberated by the partisans in order to organize a wide anti-
communist front against the National-Liberation Army, had
no effect either On the contrary, the National-Liberation Front
became stronger and stronger for it was backed up by the
broad masses of people. The National-Liberation Army which
grew from brigades to divisions and to army corps launched
the decisive offensive to liberate the country from foreign
armies and collaborating bands. This triumphal march that led
to the liberation of one town after another reached its culmi-
nation after 19 days of bloody battles in the streets of the
Capital and wound up with the liberation of all of Albania on
November 29, 1944.

On November 29, 1944 Albania did not only win again its
freedom and independence trampled under foot by the foreign
foes but it also won the people’s power which was denied to
it up to this day by the feudal landholders and the capitalist
bourgeoisie. On November 29, 1944 Albania became not only
independent but also a people’s democracy. It is in this double
victory that the basis of present day Albania lies, of Albania
which under the leadership of the very same party, forges ahead
toward socialist edification with confidence in itself.
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THE STATE SYSTEM IN THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

The establishment of the new socialist order in Albania
is the greatest achievement of the people’s revolution, the
heroic long-suffering Albanian people ever attained. It was the
first time in their age-long history that the rule of exploiters
was overthrown and that all power reverted to the working
masses guided by the working class. The establishment of
people’s rule marked a major fundamental turn in the historical
fate of the Albanian people and the beginning of a new stage
in their life. Albania was wrested once for all time from the
imperialist and capitalist system: the Albanian peopie embarked
on the broad and brilliant road to socialism where everything
is done in the name and for the good of the working man.

The people’s regime was born in the heat of baitle of the
National-Liberation War. In its first document in November
1941 the Albanian Communist Party (now the Party of Labor
of Albania) laid before the communists and the Albanian people
not only the problem of national-liberation but also that of the
assumption of political power by the working masses, the strug-
gle for a «free, democratic and people’s Albania-. This idea 100k
concrete form in September 1942 at the historic Conference of
Peza where communists and various anti-fascist patriots had
got together.

It was at the village of Peza, 18 km southwest of Tirana,
liberated by pan'man units that the National-Liberation Front

was formed in which all the patriotic forces of the country
regardless of convictions, regions or faiths would line up to
fight the fascist invaders and local traitors. The National-Li-
beration Front would be led by the General National-Liberation
Council the members of which were elected among communists,

es of the youth,

of the anti-fascist women and so on.
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It was also decided at the Peza Conference that National-
Liberation Councils with members elected by the people should
ba set up throughout the country to carry out their functions
freely in the liberated regions and in a clandestine way in the
regions still writhing under fascist domination. The National-
Liberation Councils had a double function, on one hand to
mobilize people for an armed uprising and, on the cther, to
replace the fascist local organs of the administration and thus
prevent the old feudal bourgeois organs of administration from
coming back to power. The National-Liberation Councils were,
so to say, the nucleus of the new people’s democratic
government pending the meeting of the Constituent Assembly
after the liberation of the country.

The Peza Conference had in this way decided to fuse two
historical processes into a joint revolution — the national-libe-
ration war to achieve the independence of the country and
the people’s revolution to establish the people’s demoeracy in
Albania.

After the Peza Conference, National-Liberation Councils
were set up throughout the country. in towns, and in vl!!azes,
despite the attempts and terror and
of the enemy. They began to exercise their function freely
and regularly in Peza, in Skrapari, Kurveleshi, Cermenika,
Martaneshi, Opari, Mallakastra and other regions. The vitality
and all round activity of the National-Liberation Councils
raised the prestige of the National-Liberation Front both at
home and abroad. This induced the Great Allied Powers — the
Soviet Union, England and the United States of America —
to recognize in 1942 the liberty and independence of Albania
and the right of the Albanian people to decide the regime and
form of govemmem they desmd once the war was over.

The and the
increase of partisan mnks rm:ed the problem of creating a
regular army of volunteers. To this end the General National-
Liberation Council meeting at Labinot on July 10, 1943
decreed the creation of the General Staff of the National-
Liberation Army which at that time numbered nearly 10
thousand fighters in its ranks. This event signalized the
further invigoration of the armed struggle against the fascist
invaders and traitors to the country.

«The statuary laws and regulations of the National-Libe-
ration Councils» were drawn up and passed at the Second
National-Liberation Conference held at Labinot on September
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4, 1943. «The National-Liberation Councils in the liberated
regions» the statute has it, «represent the civil authority of the
country; they are the nucleus of the political power of the Albanian
people», It further states that «after liberation the peoples will
themselves choose the form of government~. The bylaws specify
that the National-Liberation Councils are «the real democratic
organs of the people’s power, that «they are elected in a democra-
tic way» and that the right to elect and be elected is enjoyed by
all persons 18 years of age and above «regardless of political
or religious convictions, provided they are not spies and traitors
to the country:

In occupied districts the National-Liberation Councils
were charged with the duty to use all methods or means to
help the National-Liberation Army, to organize and lead the
struggle of the people against the invaders.

I liberated regions all the former organs of the admini-
stration like the municipalities, the prefectures, the courts of
justice, the police, the gendarmerie and so on «are cancelled
and cease to function...» and they are replaced with the National~
Liberation Councils which «exercise all the administrative,
executive, judiciary and other functions».

After the 1943-44 winter campaign undertaken by the
nazi invaders who had replaced the Mussolinian hordes fol-
Jowing the capitulation of fascist Italy, the struggle became
more acute, The forces of the National-Liberation Army libe-
rated nearly all of the southern region of Albania and launched
a counter offensive throughout the country. At this time and
under these circumstances the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Congress met at Permeti on May 24, 1944, Nearly 200
delegates took part in the proceedings of this Congress elected
openly or in a clandestine way throughout the country and
representing the whole masses of people who had adhered to
the National-Liberation War: revolutionary communists and
honest nationalists, workers, peasants, intellectuals, men, wo-
men, the youth, fighters of the National Liberation Army, rear
activists and so on.

The Permeti Congress passed a series of acts of historical
significance. It elected the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Council as the highest legislative and executive organ cf the
sovereignty of the people. The latter appointed on its part _the

tional-Liberation Committee with the attributes
of a D?mocranc Provisional Government.
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The Permeti Congress decided that the question of the
Kkind of regime in Albania should be settled immediately fol-
Jowing the liberation of the country and, in connection’ with,
that ihe return of King Zog to Albania was banned and no
other government formed in the country or abroad would be
recognized except the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com-
mittee. The Congress also decided to re-examine all political
and economic agreements entered into by the former govern-
ments of Albania and mainly by Zog's government and all
such prejudicial to the ig: of the people
or to the economic interests of the country be declared null
and void.

Towards the close of the Permeti Congress the occupation
forces of the enemy undertook another big military operation
but with no effect. By the end of August the partisan forces
had iiberated the greatest part of the country. In September
1944 when favorable conditions had been created as a result
of the crushing blows of the glorious Soviet Army to the fascist
axis, when the local organizations of traitors were breaking
up and thrown into confusion, when the warlike spirit and
enthusiasm of the Albanian people had been aroused as never
before, the National-Liberaticn war entered its final stage
and the Natjonal-Liberation Army which numbered in its
ranks nearly 70,000 fighters, launched a general attack for the
complete liberation of Albania.

Over three-fourths of the territory of Albania was libe-
rated and the country was now faced mot only with the
military task of carrying the war to its successful end but also
with political, economie, social and cultural tasks of a free
and independent country. The Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Council held its second meeting in the liberated town of Berat
and turned the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Committee
into a democratic government of Albania. The Anti-fascist
National-Liberation Council adopted the law on elections for the
National-Liberation Council which would take place when
the country had been completely liberated, the law on the
rights and duties of the National-Liberation Councils, accord-
ing to which they were charged to exercise only the functions
of the state power leaving the political functions to the National-
Liberation Front. The Conference adopted at the same time
«the Declaration of Rights of Citizens~, warranting them equality
before the law, freedom of religion, of conscience, of meeting,
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of speech, of association and of the press, of private ownership,
of personal security and the freedom of private initialive in
economic life, the equal rights of men and women both in
political as well as in social activity, the right of secret,equal and
direct ballot, the right to elect and be elected to all citizens who had
completed their 18 birthday with the exception of those deprived
of this right by law, the right to complain against any deci-
sions taken by any organ of the state power, the right to
education and so on. The Declaration banned all fascist and
pro-fascist organizations and prohibited their activity in the
country.

In the programmatc statement the Democratic Government
submitted to the plenary session of the Anti-fasc’st National-
Liberation Council, the elected Premier Enver Hoxha pledged.
on behalf of the government, that it would carry out the deci-
sions of the Permeti Congress.

After the complete liberation of the country achieved on
November 29, 1944, the old state administration ceased completely
to function and a new state apparatus was set up ranging from
the Ministries and central Directorates to the courts of justice
and the police. Elections were held throughout the country
in January 1945 to choose the people’s councils in viliages.
towns and provinces which became the political organs of the
new power in the center and in the outer regions.

The Democratic Government took a series o' important
steps of an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal nature annulling
all agreements that put the country under bondage, confiscat-
ing the property belonging to foreign capital and to the war
criminals, putting the agrarian reform laws in application and
foreign irade under state supervision. Industrial production
and distribution of goods were also put under state control.

bor were also for the first
time in Lhe Country They set the working day at 8 hours and
the workers were entitled to a 15-day paid leave yearly and
so on.

The electoral to choo: the
Constituent Assembly started in Lhe fall of 1945. 90. 02“m of
the citizens enjoying the right to vote went to the polls on
December 2, 1945 and 91.88% of them cast their votes for the
(andldstes of the Nalmnal leersnon Front. The Constituent

in Tirana Albania a People’s
Republic on January 11 1946, whereas in March 14 of the same
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year it approved the Constitution of the People’s Republic of
‘Albania. The Constitution upheld the achievements of the
‘Albanian people attained in the National-Liberation War and
sanctioned the people’s councils as the basic organs of the new
regime.

The new democratic state played a decisive tole in the
whole life of the country right from the start. The tasks of the
socialist revolution started to be carried immediately following
the triumph of the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution.
L‘uung the years 1946 and 1941 all industry and mines were

‘without doing away with private
capitalist production and sefting up a new socialist sector, the
second stage of land reform was reached assuming a socialist
character since it did not only do away with landlord estates
but it dealt a hard blow to tne landed gentry. These measures
laid the way open for agricultural collectivization and for the
socialist tr ion or the countryside.

In the post-liberation period one of the main functions of
the Albanian socialist siate has been and continues to be that
o1 organizing, direcung and developing of the socialist economy
and culwre on tne basis 01 objecuve laws ol socialist production
and culwure, Ihis function assumes special imporiance because
0L tne economic ana cuitural backwardness wnicn Aipania
inherited from the past. It was only under the leadership of
the Party and of the people’s government that Albania could
put an end to its age-long backwardness and embark today on
the sure road to socna.hsm

Another function of the Albanian state is to crush the re-
sistance of the disowned classes who strive to hamper the
progress of Lhe country and turn the wheels of history back-
wards and the defense Ol the humeland l'rorn the attacks of the

urgeoisie and of the reactionaries, The sccialist
state in Albania has successfully carried out other functions
like that of supervising the quantity of work and respecting
the socialist principle of distribution according to work done,
the function of socialist education, the funciion .f close
collaboration with and mutual fraternal aid to the countries
of the sccialist camp, the function of supporting ihe national-
liberation revolutionary movement, the function of the struggle
for peace and socialism

During the period of complete edification of socialist society
the cultural and function

19



assummes special significance while the function of repression
becomes more and more lenient and is pointed mainly to the
activities of foreign reaction.

Tre road of the people’s regime has been fraught with
hardship and suffering. But in battle with these obstacles
the Albanian socialist state has grown stronger and stronger.
This is mainly due to the devi of socialist
the growing participation of the working masses in state affairs.
1e masses of people in the People’s Republic of Albania
exercise their sovereignty through the highest organ of the
state — the People's Assembly, as well as through the People’s
Councils. According to the article 5 of the Constitution all the
organs o state power are elected by the citizens and all the
representatives of the people are responsible to their electors
and may be recalled at any time by them. It twns out as a
result of this disposition that this responsibility extends not
only to the acts of the representative himself but also to the
state organ into which he has been elected.

The principle of close link of the organs of state and
administrative power with the broad masses of workers is one
of the most important principles of the functioning of these
organs.

The quintessence of the popular nature of power in the
People’s Republic of Albania lies in the fact that only continu-
ous basis of the whole power, of the entire state apparatus is the
organization and participation of the masses in the management
of state affairs, is the participation in the government of the
country of those classes which had been the object of political

and ruthless in the former

Aeudat -capitalist regimes.
The first steps of the new Republic were characterized
» the participation of the broad masses of people in governing
the country. Right at the start the organs of state power set to
work in raising the popular masses to the level of enabling
them to take active part in running the state apparatus effective-
ly. This system has been carried out and has found concrete
éxpression in the way the state organs are built and in the way
they carry on their work. The participation of the working
masses of the city and of the countryside in Peopie’s Councils,
the large percentage of representatives of these masses in the
highest organ of state power — the People’s Assembly, itself
shows best that the organs of state power are mass organs, are
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direct organs of the masses. Thus, through their representatives
the people participate directly in governing the country and in
directing all its political, economic and cultural life.

In the make up of the state various forms have been set
up to draw the masses of workers in the administration of the
state, forms which have heen perfected all along the process cf
development and consolidation of our state of the people’s
democracy.

The activization of all the people in governing the country
has the of the state organs, has
linked the organs of the masses closer with the masses, has
multipliec their efficiency both in seizing the state problems
and raising them as well as in solving them always in the
interest of bmldmg socialist society. The participation of the
working masses in running the country has made it possible to
find gifted organizers among workers and peasants as well as
to assign them in various posts of leadership in the state appa-
ratus,

The forms of participation of the working masses in
governing the country are many and diverse. Thus, thousands
of workers take part in congresses, conferences and council
meetings called together by the organs of the administration.
as well as in various committees that are set up to help the
organs of state power both at the center and in localities.
Various state problems of economic, cultural and other natures
are brought up and decided upon at these meetings. In addition
to this of special importance are the activities of the various
branches of g in the sector.

A considerable number of workers participate fn’ running
state affairg through the organizations of the masses, the social
organizations (Trade Unions, Union of Workers Youth, the
Democratic Front and other voluntary unions). The Trade
Unions exercise broad powers. According to the article 229 of
the Labor Code, they are entitled to represent the workers in
all state organs and to intervene when the occasion arises to
defend the right of workers. They are entitled to take part in
drafting laws dealing with matters of production, of wages and
salaries, of workers protection and to hear reports from state
organs on these problems. The Trade Unions conclude collective
contracts with various enverpnses uke part in orgmxzxng s0-
cialist i direct ang
pensions, resting homes for workem and Lhenr children, supervise
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’he carrying out of the provisions dealing with work insurance,
take part in proposing candidates for election to the state organs
and carry out all the functions specified in their bylaws. The
working ‘masses take active part in all legislative actions in
our state. The Constitution of the Albanian state itself has been
passed after a detailed study in which all the workers have
taken part. The same procedure has been followed with cther
laws, especially with those of the five-year plang of economic
and cultural development, with the school reform law and so on.
The numerous initiatives of the working masses, inventions
and rationalizations, realization and over fulfillment of state
plans are various forms of the people’s self-government. In
addition to these the country is governed also thrcugh super-
vision as well as committees set up in state enterprises to
improve the work of production, to organize, guard and admi-
nister socialist property and other material wealth, to organize
campaigns against waste and so on.

Our socialist democracy, the participation of the broad
masses of people in running the government of the coumry do
not exempt the of the state s or of
enterprises and i indi
ponsibility. The suggestions and proposals of the orkiats o
improve work are put into execution by the leaders or heads
of institutions or organizations. The organizations of the masses,
the social organizations do not substitute the state or government
organs but help them. The state organs may accept the
proposals and suggestions of the masses of the social organization,
give orders to put them into execution but the responsibility
is all theirs,

As a result of the development and consolidation of tl
Albanian socialist state and of its policy of internationalist
solidarity with socialist countries, of its policy of peace and
friendship with all other countries, particularly with the
neighboring countries, based on the principles of equality, non-
intervention, mutual respect for national sovereignty and
territorial integrity, mutual benefit, on the principles of
peaceful coexistence among states of different social systems,
its authority and influence in the international arena has been
enhanced. Despite the attempts of imperialist reaction to oppose
it, Albania has been a member of the United Nations Organiza-
tion since 1955 and maintains diplomatic relations with more
than 30 states of the world.
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The fundamental law of the People’s Republic of Albania
is its Constitution and all other laws must conform to it.

The first part of the Constitution of the People’s Republic
of Albania speaks of the fundamental principles of our socialist
state.

The first article of the Constitution defines the form of
the Albanian state as a People’s Republic, that is, as one of
the forms of the socialist states of the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat; whereas the second article defines the nature of the state
as a state of workers and laboring peasants. All pewer in the
People’s Republic of Albania belongs to the workers of the
town and of the countryside, represented by the People’s
Councils which make up the political basis of the state.

The economic basis of the Albanian state is made up of
the socialist ownership of the means of production, that is
of the commen property of the people the hands of the
state, and of the property of the cooperative organizations. All
mines and other sub-soil resources, waters, spring fountains,
forests and pasture grounds, industrial enterprises. the means of
air. rail and sea communications, posts, telegraphs and tele-
phones, radio broadcasting stations and banks are commor, proper-
ty of the people. Foreign frade and the management and supervi-
sion of internal trade is also in the hands of the state. The state
directs the economic development of the country. planning it
and taking all measures to fulfil the plans.

On the basis of the article 11 of the Constitution private
property and private initiative in economy are guaranteed but
monopolies, trusts, cartels etc. created with a view to dictating
prices and monopolizing markets to the detriment of national
economy are banned. Land belongs to those who till it. No large
estates can be in the hands of private individuals. Thus, all
doors are closed to capitalist speculation on land in Albania.

The Constitution proc'lalms work as a duty and a matter
uf honour for all citizens in pursuance of the principle «who
not work, does not eat-. All should do what they can and
b« paid for what they do. The chapter on the rights and duties
of citizens concludes the first part of the Constitution. The se-
cond part of the Ct i describes the organization of the state
while third part speaks of the emblem. of the flag and of the
Capital of the country. The Constitution contains 97 articles
all told.

The revolutionary transformations that have taken place
in our country were consecrated in the Constitution of the
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People’s Republic of Albania. Ammendments have been made
to the Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania to
conform with the consolidation of the people’s democratic state
and witi: the achievements attained in the reconstruction of
the country. One of most important ammendments is that of
the year 1950 where the first article reading: «Albania is a
People’s Republic, in which all the power emanates from and
belongs o the people- was made o read: <The People’s Re-
public of Albania is a state of workers and laboring peasants».

This ammendment defines '.hc class nalu.re of the state
and the major ki’ The number
of citizens in each electoral zone to elect nepmsentat.nves to the
People’s Assembly has been lowered from 20,000 in 1946 to
8,000, This measure has tumed the People’s Assembly into a
a wider platform for the people and has enhanced its authority.
As a consequence of the development of the various branches
of economy ammendments have been made to the Constitution
as far as the number of Ministries, the administration and the
people’s councils are concerned.

The Constitution of the People’s Republic of Albania conse-
crates the rights and prerogatives as well as the real freedoms
of the workers attained in their revolutionary fight under the
leadership of the working class and of the party in power.
The realization of the economic and social reforms of a demo-
cratic character, the elimination of the dregs of feudalism,
the reversal of the old relations in production, the rise and
development of the socialist sector of eccncmy did away once
for all time with exploitation of man by

The whole power of the People’s Repubhc of Albania
belongs to the workers of the town and countryside. ‘Al citizens
are equal before the law and no privileges are enjoyed today
because of origin, position, nationality, race, religion, wealth
or cultural grade.

The cmzens are guaranteed their freedom of speech, press,

eetings, and public
fmedom b comciencn, and of religion, they are guaranteed
of person and i ity of their home and so on.

In the past the woman was not even respected &s a human
being, She enjoyed no rights whatsoever, the state had no
consideration for her whatsoever. She was sold and bought
like cattie, Others decided the destiny she had to meet. She
was economically dependent on her husband, she was his slave.
Fanaticism was another deplorably bad custom to which weman
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had to submit. The woman in former days was debarred from
society and had to yield obeissance in the family. After
liberation she was emancipated. The law prescribed equality
of rights for men and women. In its article 17, the Constitution
< «A woman enjoys equal rights with a man in all fields
o private, political and social life.

Parallel with other rights the citizens are guaranteed the
right to work and this guarantees the material existence of
man anc enables him to develop his personality in a broad
and all round way.

The right of a man to work is guaranteed mainly through
the planned organization of the people’s economy, as a result
of which all crises and p! in Albania are
eliminated.

On the basis of the article 13 of the Constitution work lies
at the root of the social order in the People’s Republic of
Albania.

Work is no longer a day to day toilsome and torturing
burden but a matter of honour and heroism for all workers.
1t is no longer a means to enrich others. The worker now works
for himself, for the society. Work has become a means of
education for all workers.

With a view to determine relations in work, to raise its
efficiency and the welfare of workers and safeguard their
health, a whole system of legislative acts have been passed
in the People’s Republic of Albania, which make up labour
legislation with the Code of Labour as its basis. The Labour
Code is another guarantee for workers and employees. It is
the highest expression of the aims of the people’s regime to
improve the worker’s conditions of work and living.

Inspired by the Stalinist principle according to which <man
is the most valuable asset- the People's Republic cf Albania
devotes special attention to the health and life of workers. Pa-
rallel to limiting the hours of work, providing repose through
yearly, weekly usual and supplementary vacations with pay
for workers the Labour Code obliges the employers organi-
zations to assure hygienic conditions of work under technically
safe devices, like proper ventilation, proper lighting and
cleanliness in work centers, proper protection to avoid machi-
nery accidents, equipment, as the case may be, of workers
with special work clothes free of charge, with slickers boots
and other protective means like eye-glasses, gloves, helmets
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