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INTRODUCTION

None of the figures of spee ch used by poets is as fitting

t1e:~~.vr0~:~:~~:~::~h~:~~i:~~~ i~S~ E~~~~~~~s~l~~ ~~e~~f:
19ai;~~it~l~:~~~:dar~i~~: descendants of the ancient Il lvr-ians

hose history begins much earlier than the Homeric tales. In
his territ or y of lofty mountains and deep blue seas. of awe­

.nspiring mo u n ta in paths and gr<c'€n vales. of ag e-long fo rests
a d alluvial plains, of precipitating s tr eam s and riv ers and
he' largest lake s in th e Balkans. the l llviian, tilled the fields
and set up wo rkshops, built £OI1:s and founded ci ties. carried on
lade an d min ted coin s. built ships and bravely pli ed nearby

,nil ",1 away seas and oceans during the first mi ll eniu n . bef ore
our era, Th en they set up their own independent states with
rings and armies. with fri ends and a llies . with s laves a nd slave ­
holde-rs: and t he n they wag ed rpgulal' wars. at limps to
.. 'I <it others to lose , at times to conquer at others to defend
• .ern elves But during the second centurv bef ore our era ,
ev"rythlng tha t they had achieved durirn; the thousand veal'S

,f d -elo pmen t and progress was cru shed to smithereens. Illvria
o vanquishe d by Rome. Th e independent states were done

away with an d, what is worse, the bulk of the Illyrian people­
were su bjugat ed for five centuries and a half by th e iron rule of
lome. which. w it h its military, political, economic and cultural

potency jeo pa rdize d the Illyrian ethnological race itself. Under
the se vero punishments for repeated uprisings, as a '-esu lt of
el, portations to far awav regions as slaves 01 ' undesirable ele­
-nent, and of a wave of Romanization that spread on the
eastern coast of th e Adriatic. the Illyrian population had shrunk
"Ito a handul and were wr-ithing under the agony of extermi-

nation at the en d of this long and bitter dominati~n.
In 395 th e Roman ('mpil'e was spli t into tw o and the



LelTitor~ of Albania, as everyone knows. remained within the
bo undaries of the Byzantine Empire. The pressure which the
Empire at Constantinople exerted for more than nine centuries
added to the equally harsh pressure of the subsequent set­
tlement of the Slav population in these regions. made it look
as if the ethnical doom of the Illvrians was sealed. But the Il­
lyrians who were always present there, shriveled
on those steep mountains and awe -inspiring mountain
ledges. ar.d even in those green vales and hills almost
by the sea, spread again all over the fertile fields.
took part in the uprisings against the Byzantine Empire and
by the end of the XII century laid the foundations of a separate
state. Their state was short lived for it was swallowed up by the
superior force of their neighbors. Albania was run over not
only by the age-lcng Byzantine rulers but also by the Bulgarians.
the Anjou forces and by the Servians, But the Albanians held
their own. Never did their enemies become masters of their
natural fastnesses. and oven when they succeeded to penetrate
there. they could hold them but for a short perie:!. Never were
enemy laws and ordinances carried into execution in their
Iof'ty mountain regions. On the contrary. the country continued
to forge ahead with renewed vigor, as if trying to make good
the time lost. Cities were again set on their feet and grew at
an unparalleled rate. fields began to flourish again under cul­
tivation, art and culture started to thrife as never before in
th e country. And what was expected to come was not long
in coming. After the middle of the XIV century a series of small
feudal estates sprang up in Albanian territory on the ruins of
the timeworn Byzantine Empire and of the ephemeral Servian
Empire. which as a result of wars, as things go, were fused
into larger feudal principalities which further developments
could not fail to lead to the formation of a common Albanian
state.

Just when the country was swept by the enthusiasm of
chis historical process. the Ottoman Turks made their appearance
at the outskirts of Albania. The valiant, never vanquished
popu lat ion had of course no intension of kowtowing to this
other foreign rule. But plunged into feudal chaos Albania was
ill- prepared for resistance. The Ottoman Turks just walked
ave!' it towards the end of the XIVth century. Anti-Turk
uprisings fOr liberation soon broke out one after another but.
unfortunately, they were isolated one from the other and they
were led by fastidious chiefs. Hence they did not yield the
results desired.



But in the fall of 1443. when the gifted captain George
Kastri ot alias Scanderbeg. placed himself at the head of the
libe ration movement the Albanians rose as a body and followed
him. Scandel'beg managed better than anyone else in the
mi ddle a,ge" to draw the broad masses of people under his
)anner. for none but he succeeded in giving the liberation war
" popula r character. Thi s alone can account for the fact, of
whi ch man y historians are still skeptical about, that the
Albanians joined th e color s of their own free will. as vo lunt ee rs
not re cr ilits. in ord er to fight so formidable an enemy as the
Ott oma n Turks were during the XV century. This alone can
accoun t for that nearly legendary epic that unravelled itself
,m the mountains. dales, plains and castles of Albania for
nearlv a qu ar ter of a century. at a time when Central Europe
and the Balk an peninsula had been obse ssed with panic at the
"resist ible ons laught of th E' Turkish crescent. With Scander­
:'-2g at the head the Albanians held the enemy at bay and
r1efend~ Eur ope from an impending invasion. A proof (If this
ie~ in t h r- tw entv-two and more battles of uneaual strength

wazed in th is narrow strip of land and won bv the relatively
smal l numbe r of unarmed Albanians.

Face to face with an enemy whose sources of men and
wealth never went dry. as the Ottoman Empire was. the defeat
of the Albanians. few in numbers. badly equipped and
abandoned by other states. was inevitable. The Turks conquered
Albania at last. A dark period followed for thE' country after
th is defe at . The country suffered innumerable losses in men.
Tho pa pu lat ion wa s dec imated as a result of massacres and
flight to fore ign land s in or de r to escape reprisals. towns were
razed to the groun d whereas whole villages turned to grassy
lands, The TUI'ks enforced th eir law s and did their uttermost
'0 force the ir faith on th e remaining population. Thi , attempt
contin ued for centuries. But the hopes of the Turks to lir.k
this country and these peopl e with Is tanbul came to naught.

ThE Albanians offered renewed resistance to this new
danger. Th e mountains, as usual bec ame hotbeds for Ireedom.
"Iu! even in towns did the Turks have much success. In the
XI X century the Albanians lined up with renewed vigor, in
a new combative front, in the front of fighting for freedom
wi th a view to throwing of f the yoke of the age-long invader and
,0 re-esta blish ing the national, independent state, not the
Jcuda i but the democratic state. This period known as the
, lba niar, Nati onal Revival makes up one of the most brilliant



pages of the history of this country. The struggle was a hard
one for it was waged not only against the Turkish rulers who were
still too strong Ior the Albanians but also against the Great
Powers which backed the Turks as well as against the chauvinist
;;overnments oI the neighboring countries which abided their
time to chop up Albania once it had cast off the Ottoman yoke.
The struggle was a hard one for it had to curb the power of the
local feudal chieftains who had cast their lot with Turkey. for
it had to overcome the religious and regional dissensions sown
bv the age-long invader. The Albanian democratic .ind revolu­
t icnary patriots were not intimidated by these hardships but
carried on their heroic struggle by pen and sword till the desired
end ol the proclamation of Albania's national independence
\\'3S achieved on November 28. 1912.

The Great Powers did not recognize Albania's indepen­
dence a" the national convention in Vlora had proclaimed it
on November 28. 1912. After many typical negotiations of
imperialist diplomacy, Albania was recognized on July 29,
1913 as an «independent» state but under the supervision and
warranty of the Great Powers: the country was forced to
respect under all circumstances its neutrality and the bo ..indaries
which had left nearly halI of Albania's territory on the other
side and to accept a constitution elaborated by the Big Powers
and to accept a foreign prince to rule it without asking the
masses of the Albanian people who would submit to that consti­
tution Or to that prince and without consulting with the national
Government at Vlora, which. over and above this was forced
to resign. This was a serious insult to the heroic Albanian
people who had never submitted to the will of foreigners.
But the times were too delicate for an armed protest against
th~ Great Powers. The international situation was fraught with
risks for Albania, who had hardly ever seen a bright day. It
was springtime when the prince Furst zur Wied landed in
Durres in 1914. The world was at the threshold of the First
World War. Negotiations were about to yield their place to
fire-arms. Albania's sycophants, old and new. hurried to take
advantage of the «control.. of the Great Powers and await
the propitious moment to jump on their prey.

Only a few weeks had passed before it became evident
that «international control» meant ..international fetters» . 15
months had hardly passed by since the time the Great Powers had
proclaimed Albania's neutrality that they themselves violated



it. The same powers which had guaranteed Albania's -dnde­
pendence» buried it alive. The first to set their foot on Albanian
t~rritory were the Italian army. Almost simultaneously the
Greek troops poured into the country from the south. Then the
3erviaYl. Montenegran, Austro-Hu-vai-an and French troops
followed suit. The country which had nothing to do with the war
turned into a battlefield. The losses it incurred were colossal.
But the worst carne in April 1915. England. France, Czarist
Russia and Italy. four of the six Great Powers which had signed
on Juy 29. 1!l1~ the document recognizing the independence of
Albania and had guaranteed its frontiers, tho selfsame powers
with the selfsame representatives in the very buildina in Lon­
dO!1 where they had signed this document not later than 15
months before. sat down and signed another shameful treaty
whereby Albania's independence was brought to an end and
Albania's territory was parcelled out to the neighboring states.

At the end of the First World War Albania's position
became again critical. The country, terribly devastated by the
war was about to be chopped up and parcelled out to Yugoslavia,
Greece and Italy. At the 1919 Peace Conference in Paris when"
the victorious powers met to draw up the new map (if the
world. it became evident that Albania had no supporters to
back it up. Albania was occupied by the armies of those powers
which were deciding its destiny. Its hands were tied but its
sons did not let the Paris tribunal iSSUe its fatal verdict. A
National Congress meeting at Lushnje, a little town of Albania,
on January 21, 1920 said its categorical «No! .. to the negotiators
ill Paris. Then from decisions to acts! An uprising broke out
in June 1920 in the most vulnerable spot of imperialist designs
on Albania - in the Vlora region which Rome considered the
Gibraltar of the Adriatic. Through their heroism the Albanian
fighters Irom towns and countryside overpowered the superiority
of arms of the enemy and compelled the Government at Rome
'00 start negotiations with the Albanian Government and sign
an agreement on August 2, 1920 at Tirana, to withdraw Italian
troops from the occupied regions and to recognize the in de­
pendence and territorial integrity of Albania.

Albania, which escaped perdition thanks only to the incred­
ible exploits of its sons, set then to work and built its state
and SOCi'l1 system, its economy and culture. The democratic
forces. in perpetual conflict with the conservatory and reac­
tionary forces of the country, did their uttermost to lead



Albania to progress. civilization and democracy. The progressive
forces enjoyed the support of all the people who aspired to be
emancipated from feudal oppression and to put an end to their
backwardness. Triumph came with lightning speed for the
reactionary forces were toppling to their fall. In June 1924
the bourgeois democratic revolution broke out and scored sue­
cess, A democratic government of a revolutionary pulse was
set up ill Tirana with Fan Noli at its head. Albania began to
breathe freely. It was groping its way for a better future. But
the enthusiasm was untimely. The dark forces of reaction
headed by Ahmet log and' sponsored by foreign powers,
organized abroad. crossed the frontier and entered Albania and
in December 1924 overthrew the government of the June
revolution,

Anmed Zog ascended to power as President of the Republic,
at first. then from September 1928 as the King of the Albanians
under the name of Zog 1. But this is of no primary importance.
It is the policy he pursued, or better still. the results cf that
policy. that are of importance. As President or King Zog was
a dictator, a semi-oriental despot. 01' as a little Sultan, as he
was sarcastically dubbed in th" country. He considered and
treated Albania as a large personal estate of his. The state
treasure was his preferred field for plunder. He liked to be
called a «reformer» but no serious transformations ever took
place except an earsplitting noise about intended reforms for
the progress of the country. Inspite of his pledges to carry
out land reform, so essential to Albania. and though laws were
promulgated, committees were set up and, pxperts were mo­
bilized. the land owning gentry remained where they had been.
No serious investments were ever made whereas ~he millions
which were received as loans from abroad were used to build
government palaces and gloomy jails. Freedom of speech and
of the press and of conscience yielded their place to a regime
of police repressions. Unemployment, want. oppression. violence.
corruption, hunger - this is the picture of Zog's internal policy.

In Zog's foreign policy the picture is more tragic. He owed
allegianca to the foreign powers who brought him to power.
therefore he pursued the policy of the open door towards them.
In 1925 "lone the Italian capitalists were given 11 series of
concessions in the field of exploiting mines, banks. trade and
agriculture. In 1926 there was signed in Rome «The Pact of
Friendship and Security.., and in 1927 «The Pact of Defensive



Alliance> in which Italy was given the right of military
mter,,€nt;cn in Albania not only when and if this country were
attacked by a third power but also when Zog's regime itself
would be threatened by internal uprisings. In subsequent years
the dagger was plunged even deeper. The Italian stare loans
which were spent for non-remunerative investments, and
mubility to be paid back at the specified time. placed Albania
under the financial dependence of Rome. The Italian military
missions and the Italian fascist organizers, who spread among
the ranks of the army and of the Albanian administration
accomplished the task of peaceful penetration of Rome, The
result of this policy became soon evident. On April 7, 1939 the
Italian fascist troops attacked Albania. disorganized and betrayed
as it was, and after a short resistance occupied it.

Albania, which had not yet enjoyed in full the fruits of
independent life. seemed again to have been turned to ashes.
The enemy who occupied the country was very powerful, so
powerful as it thought to occupy the whole of Europe with his
northern ally, Hitlerite Germany, by his side. The enemy was
well prepared to poison the conscience of people with his
inhuman fascist ideology. But a still greater evil lay ahead.
Mussolini was obsessed with the idea of repeating Rome's
older policy of turning the Adriatic into an Italian lake. This
lake idea implied the Italianization of the eastern coastline of
the Adriatic, just as Rome once tried to Romanize these regions.
One year after occupation the number of Italian workers brought
to Albania surpassed the number of Albanian workers in the
ccuntrv. They started to make a survey of the plains of the
country and to draw up plans to remove Albanian peasants into
the remote regions of the hinterland. The towns swarmed with
fascist cultural institutions, Italian enterprises and firms of
various kinds and, at the same time. with numerous Italian
troops to pursue the policy of aggression against other Balkan
states from the territory of Albania.

In order to call the attention to the world to his
mdomitable strength the head of the Italian fascist imperialism
threatened it from Rome that in union with Nazi Germany he
would build the new order everywhere. In the towns of Albania
the fascists utilized every occasion to display their armed
forces equipped with artillery, tanks, and armored vehicles
accompanied by military planes. But the Sons of the Eagle,
as poets have made it their habit to call the Albanians, lost no



heart. As a response to their armed forces and fascist demagogy.
they staged anti-fascist demonstrations in town streets filled
with «carabinieri» and even under the very noses of the
highest governmental authorities. The wave of arrests, impri­
sonments and deportation, swept the country. But no one was
dismayed. The lofty mountains were always there unshaken
1.0 welcome the freedom fighters. And freedom fighters were
nut long in coming. The first batch of freedom fighter took
IIp their rifles and betook themselves to these natural fastnesses
in winter 1940 and more of them in the spring of 1941 And
this is the way the armed struggle of patriotic Albanians began
agalnst the for-eign fascist invaders.

The mountains became. as usual, the lair of th e first
treedom fighters but the places where they cam e from were
the towns and the villages. These fighters had been workers,
peasants and school children. These bands were few at the
start but those who were waiting to take up arms and Loin
t hei r ranks were innumerable. The fight was far from equal.
On one sid e there were th e enemies armed to the teeth with
the most reactionary circles of the country with them, while
an army lacking arms and organization, armed onl y with the
love of the countrv and hat red for the en emv and disdain fOI
the collaborating traitors in their hearts. This liberating struggle
and this popular army required a manager' s head. an organizer's
hand, a compass to guide them

The major international political and military events that
took place during the summer and fall of 1941 _ . the attack
or Hitlei ite Germany against the Soviet Union and their rapid
advance deep into the land of the Soviets - brought about
a radical change in Albanian political opinion. The bourgeois
nationalist personalities intoxitated by the untimely successes
01 the Hitlerito troops and by the wily promises of the Italian
Iascists of making Albania a big state. gave up participating 'n
the patriotic war and. what is worse. collaborated with the
foreign Invader. On the contrary. the patriotic forces , workers,
peasants, young scholars, followed the line of infallible reason­
ing that the more the anti-fascists fought the nearer would be
the day of the collapse of imperialist fascism and. as a conse­
quence. th« nearer would the day of the liberation of Albania be.

The Albanian Communist Party, the guiding head of which
th s country stood in greatest need at this historical moment,
sprang from the ranks of these pure patriotic forces in a
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strictly clandestine way, on November 8, 1941, precisely when
the German Hitlerite armies were fighting in the vicinity of
Moscow. Right from the start the new party expressed in its
program and in its first pamphlets that idea that occupied the
mind and that desire which occupied the hearts of these
worke rs. peasants and honest intellectuals. namely. an uncom­
promising war against the foreign fascist invaders and, at
the same time, a .struggle to build a free, democratic, people's
Albania, without those despicable eels that had sucked the blood
of th e masses of the people, that had betrayed the highest
in te res ts of the country, that had paved the way for the April
7. 1939 occupation of the country by fascists and who were
nnw collaborating with the foreign fascist invaders.

Right from the start the Albanian Communist Party (now
the Party of Labor of Albania) placed itself in the lead of the
National-Liberation War and concentrated its whole attention
tv ex panding. broadening and intensifying the patriotic war. It
enlisted in its ranks all the revolutionary communists and
through them got in touch with the masses of the population
in the towns and on the countryside, in work centers and in
tow n wards, in schools and in clubs. It came in touch with all
free fighters wherever they were, organizing regular armed
units. Th rough its guerilla units the Communist Party extended
th e armed contest within the towns too. It succeeded in feeling
the pul se of the popular masses and in always being at head
of them better than anyone else.

Only a few weeks had passed by when the whole country .
towns and their suburbs. village and roads of communicat.ion.
hea rd the partisan rifle shots resounding with a new intonation
neve r heard before, and with a revolutionary impulse r-ever
see n SO far. The slogan issued by the Albanian Communist
Pa rt y ..no compromise with the enemy, total war until victory
is achieved. until Albania is liberated". became the watchword
of the masses of workers and peasants. Under its leadership
thes ., masses never wavered, neither under the police repres­
sions of the fascists , nor under the punitive expeditions of the
armies of the enemy. The communists stood !lJways in the
van guard of the National-Liberation War and their daring
ex ploits surpassed those we read of in legends. They guarded
sacred ly in their hearts the Party's call: «a hero fallen in the
fie ld of battle a hundred others rise in his place'>

Under the leadership of the Albanian Communist Party
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and its staff headed by comrade Enver Hoxha, the National­
Liberation war. strengthened bv almost daily successes over the
e:~emv and his collaborators. became more and more intense.
The sum total of military successes brought about political
successes. In less than a year after the founding of the party
the National-Liberation Front was established with many
nationalist elements taking part in it and. at the same time. the
basis of the new democratic regime was laid which would be
established in the liberated regions and on which independent
• lbania would rest. The partisan army turned from bands and
small units to bigger milirarv formations. to battalions. July
19~.3 saw the formation of the General Staff of the National­
Liberation Army which grew from day to day and scored
success after success. The rush of thousands of volunteers to the
ranks ot the patriotic army made it necessary to form larger
army units - the storm brigades.

The events of September 1943 resulted in the replacement
of the Italian troops. which had capitulated. with Gennan
armies, This placed the Albanian National-Liberation War in
a new stage. in the most heroic tage of its career. The new
invaders were stronger and more ruthless towards the Partisan
movement. They found here a willingness to collaborate on the
part of all the Albanian bourgeois nationalist elements who
were taken aback by the incredible of the National-Liberation
Army. Two of the major organizations of these trends, the
organizatinn of the so-called -Balli Kombetar (=the Nationalist
Front) hurriedlv set up by the bourgeois nationalists. and the
..Legality- party which aimed at bringing the despised King
Zog back to Albania, became the gendarms of the German
invaders. But the attempts of the «Balli Kornbetar.. and of the
-Legality» parties failed in a very deplorable way. There were
no more people in Albania likely to waver to the extent desired
by the anti-communist demagogy. The Hitlerite commanders
thought at the time that they could master the situation by
launching wide-scale military operations against the areas
liberated by the partisans. During the 1943-44 winter a number
of German divisions passed through the whole of Albania
spreading fire and sword, clashing arms with partisan brigades
and setting fire to the villages of the country. The same terror
reigned in towns. Members of ..Balli Kombetar» and of ..Le­
gality» accompanied them most shamefully in these criminal
actions. After these operations the Hitlerite armies and the
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..Ballist- and ..Zogist- bands returned to the towns all w orn
out with ex haus t.io n daiming that they had crushed the
'lJ"aticnal-Liberation Army. But the partisan army had offered
firm re slclance and the lie of the enemy came out. News kept
on coming to the towns and villages that the partisan forces
we re growing day by day. that new brigades were being
form ed with lightning speed and that these queer partisans were
appearir.g more often in the suburbs of the towns. Moreover.
th e historic Congress of Perrneti, made up of delegates gathered
from all parts of Albania met in the liberated town of Perrneti
in May 1944 and chose the highest organs of the new Albanian
state. among which the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com­
mitt ee with the attributes of a provisional democratic
g'w ern mc nt and under the leadership of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the mos t distinguished leader of the patriotic war.

Subse que nt events marked the apogee of the National­
l ibe r a t ion War. The Hitlerite armies launched a second major
offen sive against the partisan army assisted this time too by
Kuicl il),g. Ballist and Zogist detachments, but this shared the
sa me fa te with the first. The desperate efforts of the ~nglish

.ind American military missions that had come to the regions
liberated by th e partisans in order to organize a wide anti­
c:omrr,u n ist front against th e National-Liberation Army. had
'1 0 e ffe ct. either On the contrary, the National-Liberation Front
be ca m e' st r on ge r and stronger for it was backed up by the
broad m ass es of people. The National-Liberation Army which
gr" ,\' I ro m brigades to divisions and to army corps launched
the deci sive offensive to liberate the country from foreign
arm ies and collaborating bands. This triumphal march that led
t") the liberation of one town after another reached it« culmi­
na tion after 19 days of bloody battles in the streets of the
Capi tal and wound up with the liberation of all of Albania on
\wembe r 29. 1944.

On ~ovember 29, 1944 Albania did not only win again Its
.ree dorn and independence trampled under foot by the foreign
.oes but it also won the people's power which was denied to
it up to this day by the feudal landholders and the capitalist
bou rgeoisie . On November 29. 1944 Albania became not only
inde pende nt but also a people's democracy. It is in this double
victor ) that the basis of present day Albania lies, of Albania
which under the leadership of the very same party, forges ahead
tow ar d socialist edification with confidence in itself.



THE STATE SYSTEM 1, ' THE PEOPLE'S
REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

Th e establishm ent of t he new socialist order in Albani a
is th e g reatest ach ievement of the people's re volu tio n. the
heroic long-suffering Albanian people ever attained It was the
Cirst time in their age-long history that the rul e of ex plo iters
was overthrown and that all power reverted to the working
mas ses guided by the working class . The establi shment cf
peopl e's rule marked a major fundamental turn in t he his to rical
fate of the Albanian people and the beginning of a new stage
in their life , Albania was wrested once for all ti me fr om the
imp erialist and capitalist system: th e Albanian people embarked
on th e broad and brilliant road to sociali sm where everything
is done in the name and for the good of th e working man .

The people's regime wa s born in the heat of battle of the
National-Liberation War. In its fir st document in November
1941 the Albanian Communist Party (now th e Party of Labo r
of Albania) laid before th e communists and the Albanian people
not only the problem of national-liberation but also that of the
assumption of political power by the working mas ses, the strug­
gle for a «f'ree , democratic and people's Albania». This idea took
concrete form in September 1942 at the historic Con ference of
Peza where communists and various anti-fascist patriots had
got together.

It was at the village of Peza , 18 km southwe.st of Tirana.
liberated by partisan units that the National-Liber ation Front
was formed in which all th e patriotic forces of the cou ntrv
regardless of convictions. reg ions 01' faiths would lin e up to
fight the fascist invaders and local traitors. Th e National-Li ­
beration Front would be led by the General National-Liberation
Council the members of which were elected among com munists.
nationalists, democrats, representatives of the communist youth.
of the anti-fascist women and so on.
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It was also decided at the Peza Conference that National­
. ,ibe rat ion Councils with members elected by the people should
b, set up throughout the country to carry out their functions

-eel in the liberated regions and in a clandestine way in the
regia'"n.~ still writhing under fascist domination. The National­
LIberation Councils had a double function, on one hand to
-nobil ize people for an armed uprising and, on the other, to
replace the fascist local organs of the administration and thus
prevent the old feudal bourgeois organs of administration from
coming back to power. The National-Liberation Councils were,
so to say. the nucleus of the new people's democratic
gove rn ment pending the meeting of the Constituent Assembly
af ter the liberation of the country.

The Peza Conference had in this way decided to fuse two
hist or ica l processes into a joint revolutio~ - the national-libe­
a tion war to achieve the independence of the country and

the people's revolution to establish the people's democracy in
Albania.

After the Peza Conference. National-Liberation Councils
were set up throughout the country. in towns. and in villages.
desp ite th e attempts and unparalleled terror and persecutions
of th enemy. They began to exercise their function freely
and regularly in Peza, in Skraparl . Kurveleshi, Cermenika.
Mar ta nes hi, Opari, Mallakastra and other regions. The vitality
and all round activity of the National-Liberation Councils
rais e r! th e prestige of the National-Liberation Front both at
home and abroad. This induced the Great Allied Powers - the
'-,OV if t Uni on. England and the United States of America ­
Itl re cog nize in 1942 the Iibertv and independence of Albania
and t he right of the Albanian people to decide the regime and
Iorrn of government they desired once the war was over.

Th e ex pa nsion of the national-liberation war and the
increase of partisan ranks raised the problem of creating a
reg ula r army of volunteers. To this end the General National­
L berat ion Council meeting at Labinot on July 10, 1943
ri creed the creation of the General Staff of the National­
Libe ration Army which at that time numbered '1e.J.rly 10
bo usa nd fighters in its ranks. This event signalized the

fur ther invigoration of the armed struggle against the fascist
nva de r., and traitors to the country.

«The statuary laws and regulations of the National-Libe­
rati on Councils» were drawn up and passed at the Second

ational- Libera t ion Conference held at Labinoi on St>ptember
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4. 1943. «The National-Liberation Councils in the liberated
regions» the statute has it. «represent the civil authori cy of the
country: they are the nucleus of the political power of the Albanian
people». It further states that «after liberation the peoples will
themselves choose the form of government». The bylaws specify
chat the :ational-LibEration Councils are ..the real democratic
organs of the people's power». that «they are elected in a democra­
tic way» and that the right to elect and be elected is enjoyed by
all persons 18 years of age and above «regardless of political
or religious convictions. prodded they are not spies and traitors
to the country».

In occupied districts the National-Liberation Councils
were charged with the duty to use all methods or means to
help the National-Liberation Army, to organize and lead the
struggle of the people against the invaders.

II' liberated regions all the former organs of the admini­
stration like the municipalities, the prefectures, the courts of
justice. the police. the gendarmerie and so on «are cancelled
and cease to function ...» and they are replaced with the National­
Liberation Councils which «exercise all the administrative,
executive, judiciary and other functions».

After the 1943-44 winter campaign undertaken by the
nazi invaders who had replaced the Mussolinian hordes fol ­
lowing the capitulation of fascist Italy. the struggle became
more acute. The forces of the National-Liberation Army Iibe­
rated nearly all of the southern region of Albania and launched
a counter offensive throughout the country. At this time and
under these circumstances the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Congress met at Permeti on May 24, 1944. Nearly 200
delegates took part in the proceedings of this Congress elected
openly or in a clandestine way throughout the country and
representing the whole masses of people who had adhered to
the National-Liberation War: revolutionary communists and
honest nationalists, workers, peasants, intellectuals, men, wo­
men, the youth, fighters of the National Liberation Army, rear
activists and so on.

The Permeti Congress passed a series of acts of historical
significance. It elected the Anti-fascist National-Liberation
Council as the highest legislative and executive organ cf the
sovereignty of the people. The latter appointed on Its part the
Antifascisj National-Liberation Committee with the attributes
of a Democratic Provisional Government.
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The Permeti Con gress deci ded that th e question of th e
kind of regime in Albania should be settled immediately fol­
lowing the libe ra tion of the country an d, in con nec t ion with,
that the ret urn of King Zog to Albania was banned and no
other government formed in the country or abroad would be
recognized except the Anti-fascist National-Liberation Com­
mittee. The Congress also decided to re-examine all poli tic al
and economil: agreements entered into by the former gover n­
ments of Albania and mainly by Zog's government a nd all
such agreements prejudicial to the sovereignty of the people
or to the economic interes of the country be decl ared null
and vo id,

Tow ard the close of the Permeti Congress the occupat ion
forces of the enemy undertook another big mi litary operation
out \\ ith no effect. By the end of August the pa rti san fo rces
had liberated the gr'eatest pa. t of the country. In Septr mbei
1944 when favorable conditions had been created as a res u lt
of the crushing blows of the glorious Soviet Army to th e fascist
axis . w he n the loca l organizations of traitors we re breakin g
up and thrown into confusion, when the wa rli ke sp ir it and
ent husiasm of the Albanian people had been aro use d as never
before, the Nat ional-Libci aticn war entered its final stage
and the National-Liberation Army which numbe re d in its
ra nks nearly 70,000 fighters, launched a general a t ta ck for the
com plete liberation of Albania,

rate~v:~~ ll~~:e-f~~~~~~yof ~.:s tn~~~10~';C€~f ~~~bao~:fy ~i~h li~
military task of carrying the war VJ its successfu l ene.t but also
with political. economic, social and cultural tasks of a fr ee
and independent country. The Anti-fascist National- Liberatio n
Council held its second melting in the liberated town of Berat
.,nd tur ned the Anti-fascist 1 [ational-Liberation Comm ittee
into a de mocra t ic government of Albania. The Anti -fascist
:\'ational- Liberation Council adopted the law on elections for t he
National-Liberation Council which would take place when
the cou ntry had been completely liberated , the law on the
rights and duties of the National-Liberation Councils , accord­
ing to \\ hich they were charged to exerci3c onlv th(; it nction.
of the state power leaving the political functions to the Na tio nal ­
Liberation Fr on t . The Conference adopted at the same time
..ttc Declaration of Rights of Cit izens», warranti ng them eq ual ity
before the law, rreedorn of religion, of conscience, of. meeting.
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of speech. of association and of the press, of private ownership,
of personal security and the freedom of private initiative in
economic life, the equal rights of men and women both in
political as well as in social activity, the right of secret, equal and
direct ballot, the right to elect and be elected to all citizens who had
completed their 18 birthday with the exception of those deprived
of this right b~ law. the right to complain against any deci­
siori, taken by any organ of the state power. the right to
education and so On. The Declaration banned all fascist and
pro-fascist organization» and prohibited their activity in the
country.

In tl:e prograrnmatc statement the Democratic Government
submitted to the plenary session of the Anti-Iasc'st National­
Liberation Council. the elected Premier Enver Hoxha pledged.
on behalf of the government. that it would carry out the deci­
sions of the Permeti Congress.

After the complete liberation of the country achieved on
November 29. 1944. the old state administration ceased completely
to function and a new state apparatus was set up ranging from
the Ministries and central Directorates to the courts of justice
and the police. Elections were held throughout the country
in .Ianuary 19o.l5 to choose the people' councils it villages.
lawns and provinces which became the political organs of the
new power in the center and in the outer regions.

TJ'e Democratic Government took a series o" important
steps of an anti-imperialist and anti-feudal nature annulling
all agreements that put the country under bondage. confiscat­
ing the property beionging to foreign capital and to the war
criminals. putting the agrarian reform laws in application and
Ioreign trade under state supervision. Industrial production
and distribution of goods were also put under state control.
Labor legislative measures were also promulgated for the first
time in the country. They set the working day at 3 hours and
the workers were entitled to a lfi-day paid leave yearly and
so on.

The electoral campaign to choose representatives to the
Constituent . ssemblv started in the fall of 1945. 90.02°,0 01
the citizens enjoying- the right to vote went to the polls on
December 2, 1945 and 91.88"0 of them cast their votes for the
candidates of the National-Liberation Front. The Constituent
Assembly convened in Tirana proclaimed Albania a People's
Republic on January II, 1946, whereas in March 1-1of the same
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year 1~ approved the Constitution of the People's Republic of
Albania. The Constitution upheld the achievements of the
Albanian people attained in the National-Liberation War and
sanctioned the people's councils as the basic organs of the new
re-gime.

. The new democratic state played a decisive role in the
whole life of the country right from the start. The tasks of the
socialist revolution started to be carried immediately following
the triumph of the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal revolution.
During the years 1946 and 1947 all industry and mines were
nationalized without remuneration, doing away with private
capitalrst production and setting up a new socialist sector, the
second stage of land reform was reached assuming a socialist
cnaracter since it, did not only do away with landlord estates
out it dealt a hard blow to tne landed gentry. Tnese measures
iaic the way open lor agricultural collectivization and for the
SOCialist, transiormation 01 the countryside.

In thc post-liberation period one of the main functions of
the Albanian socialist Slate has been and continues to be that
01 orgdnJ;!,rng, cnrecung and deveioping 01 the sociarist economy
ana CLHLur~ on tne basis 01 oojecuve laws OL socialist product1011

and cun.ure, '!'hLS function assumes special importance because
01 we economic ana cultural backwardness wrucn Aroama
mherited from the past. it was only under the leadership of
the Party and of the people's government that Albania could
put an end to its age-long oack wardness and embark today on
the sure road to socialism.

Another function of the Albanian state is to crush the re­
sistance of the disowned classes who strive to hamper the
progress of the country and turn the wheels of history back­
wards and the defense of the homeland from the attacks of the
bourgeoisie and of the international reactionaries. The socialist
state in Albania has successfully carried out other functions
like that of supervising the quantity of work and respecting
the socialist principle of distribution according to work done,
the function of socialist education, the function .,f close
collaboration with and mutual fraternal aid to the countries
of the socialist camp, the function of supporting the national­
liberation r-evolutionary movement, the function of the struggle
for peace and socialism.

During the period of complete edification of socialist society
the organizational, economic, cultural and educational function
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assumes special significance while the function of repression
becomes more and more lenient and is pointed mainly to the
activities of foreign reaction.

TI.e road of the people's regime has been fraught with
hardship and suffering. But in battle with these obstacles
the Albanian socialist state has grown stronger and stronger.
This is mainlv due to the development of socialist democracy, to
the growing participation of the working masses in state affairs.

The masses of people in the People's Republic of Albania
exercise their sovereignty through the highest organ of the
state - the People's Assembly, as well as through the People's
Councils. According to the article 5 of the Constitution all the
organs a, state power arc elected by the citizens and all the
representatives of the people are responsible to their electors
and may be recalled at any time by them. It turns out as a
result of this disposition that this responsibility extends not
only tu the acts of the representative himself but also to the
state organ into which he ha been elected.

The principle of close link of the organs of state and
admiuis.trativo power with the broad masses of workers is one
ut the most important principles of the functioning of these
organs.

The quintessence of the popular nature of power in the
People's Republic of Albania lies in the fact that only continu­
ous basis of the whole power, of the entire state apparatus is the
organization and participation of the masses in the management
at state affairs. is the participation in the government of the
country of those classes which had been the object of political
oppression and ruthless economic exploitation in the former
feudal-capitalist regimes.

The first steps of the new Republic were characterized
b:. the participation of the broad masses of people in governing
the countrv High at the start the organs of state power set to
WOt·:;: in raising the popular masses to the level of enabling
them to take active pan in running the state apparatus effective­
ly. This system has been carried out and has found concrete
expression in the way the state organs are built and in the way
they carryon their work. The participation of the working
masse" of the city and of the countryside in People's Councils,
the large percentage of representatives of these masses in the
highest organ of state power - the People's Assembly, itself
shows best that the organs of state power are mass organs, are
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direct organs of the masses. Thus. through their representatives
tlw people participate dir ectly in governing the coun try and in
di recting all its poli ti cal. economic and cultural life.

In ~he make up of th e state various forms have been set
up to dr aw th e masses of workers in the administration of the
state. forms which hav e heen perfected all along the process of
dev elo pm£'nt and consolidation of our state of the people's
democracy.

The acti v izati on of all the people in governing the country
has continually enhanced the proficiency of the state organs. has
link ed the organ s of the mass es close r with the masses. has
mult iplied thei r efficiency both in seizing the stat", problems
an d raising th em as well as in solving them always in the
in ter est of bu ilding socia list society. The participation of the
working mass . in running the country has mad e it possible to
find gif ted organ ize rs among workers and peasants as well as
tn assi gn them in various posts of leadership in the state appa­
ra tus .

The ~orms of participation of the working masses in
g Jverning the cou nt ry ar e many and diverse. Thus. thousands
of wor kers take pa rt in congresses. conferences and council
meet ings call ed together by the organs of the administration .
a, well as in various committees that are se t up to help the
org ans of sta te power both at the center and in localities.
Va rious state problems of economic. cultural and other natures
are bro ught up an d decided upon at these meetings. In addition
to this of special importance are the activities of the various
branches of governing. especially in the economic sector.

A considerable number of workers participate in run ning
state affa irs through the organizations of the masses, the social
organizations (Trade Unions. Union of Workers Youth. the
Democratic Front and other voluntary unions). The Trade
Uni ons exer cise broad powers. According to the article 22!1 of
the Labo r Code . the y ar e entitled to represent the workers in
all state or gans and to intervene when th e occasion ar-ises to
defe nd the -right of workers. They are entitled to take part in
dra ft ing laws dealing with matters of pro duction, of wages and
salaries, of workers protection and to hear I'eports from state
org ans on these problems. The Trade Unions conclude collective
contracts with various enterprises. take part in organizing so­
cialist emulation. direct and administer social insurances and
pens ions . resting homes for workers and their children, supervise
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the carryi ng ou t of the provisions dea ling wi th work insurance,
take part in proposing candidates for election to th e st ate organs
and carry out all the functions specifie d in their b ylaw s. The
working masses take active part in all legisla ti ve acti ons in
our state. The Constitution of the Albanian sta te itsel f has been
passed after a d etailed stu dy in which all th e worker s have
taken part. The same procedure has been followed with ether
laws especially with those of the five-year plans of economic
and cu lt u ral development. with the school ref or m law and so on.

Th e numerous initiatives of the work ing ma sses, inventions
and rational izations. rea lization and over fulfillment of state
pla ns are various forms of the people's se lf-governme nt. In
addition to these the country is gove rned als o th rou gh super­
vision as we ll as committees set up in st ate enterpr ises to
improve the work of production. to organize, guard and admi­
n ister socialist property and other materia l wealth . to organize
campaigns against waste and so on.

Our socialist democracy, the partic ipat ion of th e broad
masses of peop le in running the government of th e country do
net exe mpt th e managers of the state apparatus or of the economic
enterprises and organization from individual or colle dive
responsibility. Th e suggestions and proposals of the w orkers to
improv., work are put into execution b y t he leaders or heads
of institutions or organizations. The orga n iza t ions of t he masses,
the social organizations do not substitute the state or government
organs but help them. The state organs ma y accep t the
proposals an d suggestions of the masses of the social or gan iza ti on,
give or ders to pu t them into exe cut ion bu t th e responsibility
is all theirs.

As a res ult of the development and cons olidati on of the
Albanian socia list state and of its polic y of intern at ionalist
soli darity with socialist countries. of its polic y of peac e and
frie n dship w ith all other countries. particular ly with the
neighbor ing coun tr ies. based on the principles of e quali ty, non­
intervention, mutual respect for nat ional sovereig nty and
territorial integrity, m utual be ne fi t, on the principles of
peaceful coexistence among states of diff er ent social systems,
its authority and influence in the in te rn at ional ar ena has been
enhanced. Desp ite the attempts of im pe rialist reaction to oppose
it, Albania has been a member of the United Nations Organiza­
tion since 1955 and maintains dip lomatic rela t ion s with more
than J() states of the wor ld.
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The fundame nta l law of the People's Republic of Albania
i its Con st itu ti on and all other laws must conform to it .

T he first part of th e Constitution of the People 's Republic
of Albama spe aks of the fundamental principles of our" socialist
state.

Th e fi rst a rticle of the Constitution defines .h e form of
th e Al ba nia n sta te as a People's Republic, that is. as one of
the forms of t he sociali st states of the dictatorship of the proleta­
riat· w he re as the second article defines the nature of th e sta te
as a sta te of workers and laboring pea sants. All pow er in the
People's Republic of Albania belongs to the workers of the
town an d of the countrysid e. represented by the People's
Coun cils w hi ch make up the political basis of the state.

The economi c bas is of the Albanian state is ma de up of
.he social ls t ownership of the means of production . that is
of the com mo n proper ty of the people in the han ds of the
state am' of the property of th e cooperative organizations. All
mines ana other sub- 'oil resources. wa ters. spring fountains.
forests an d pasture grounds. industrial enterprises. the means of
air. ra il and sea communications. posts . tel egraphs an d tele­
ohones, rnd io bro adcast ing stations and bank" are common proper­
tv of the p eople. Fo reign trad e and the management and su pe rv i­
si.m of internal trade is also in the hands of the sta te. Th e state
dire cts t he economic dev elopment of the country planning it
and taking all measures to fulfil the plans .

On th e basis of the article 11 of the Constitution private
propert y and private initiative in economy are guaranteed but
monopol ies . t rus ts. cartels etc. created with a view to dictating
prices an d monopolizing markets to th e detriment of national
ec ono m y ar e banned. Land belongs to those who till it . No large
estates can b e in th e hands of private individuals . Thus. all
doors a r e clo sed to capitalist speculation on land in Albania.

T he Constitution proclaims work as a duty and a matter
of hon our for all citizens in pursuance of the principle ..who
does not w ork . does not eat-. All should do what thev can and
be pa id for what they do . The chapter on the rights ~nd duties
of citizens concludes the first part of the Constitution The se­
con d par' of the Constitution describes the organization of the state
wh ile third part speaks of the emblem. of the flag and of the
Ca pita l of the countrv . The Constitution contains 97 articles
illl to ld. .

The revolutionary transformations that have taken place
In CU I' country were consecrated in the Constitution of the

23



People's Republic of Albania Arnmendments have been mad e
to the Constitution of the People's Republic of Albania to
conf orm with the consolidation of the people's democratic state
and with the achievements attained in the reconstruction of
Lhe country. On» of most important ammendrnents is t hat of
the year 1950 w here the first article reading: «Alba nia is a
People's Republic. in which all the power emanates from an d
belongs to the people» was made to read: «The Peo ple's Re­
public of Albania is a state of workers and laboring peasan ts ».

This ammendment defines the class nature of the sta te
and consecrates the major economic transformations. Th e nu mbe r
of citizens in each electoral zone to elect representatives to th e
Pe ople 's Assembly has been lowered from 20.000 in 1946 to
8,000. This measure has turned the People's Assembly into a
a wider plat form for the people and has enhanced its au thority.
As a conseq uen ce of the development of the various branches
of e conomy ammendments have been made to tho Cons tit ut ion
as far as the number of Ministries. the administratio n and th e
people' s ccuncils are concerned.

The Constitution of the People's Republic of Albani a conse­
crates the rights and prerogatives as well as the real freedoms
of t he workers attained in their revolutionary fight und er the
lea ders hip of the working class and of the party in power.
The rea lization of the economic and social reforms of a demo­
cratic ch aracter , the elimination of the dregs of fe udalism.
the revers al of the old relations in production, the r ise an d
de velopment of the socialist sector of economy did aw ay on ce
for all t ime with ex ploitation of man by m an.

The wh ole powe r of the People's Re publi c of Albania
belongs to the workers of the town and countryside. AU citi zens
are eq ual bef ore the law and no privileges are en joyed today
be cause of or igin . position, nationality. race, re lig ion, we alth
or cultural gr ad e .

Th e citi zen s are guaranteed thci- "freedom of speech, press,
organizati on . meetings. assemblage and public manifest at ions,
f ree dom of consc ience and of religion. they are guaranteed
im mu ni ty of person a nd inviolability of their home an d so on .

In the past the woman was not even respected as a human
bei ng. Sh e enjoyed no rights whatsoever. the sta te had no
cons ide ra ti on for h er whatsoever. She was sold and bo ught
like cattle, Others decided tho destiny she ha d to meet. She
was e conomica lly depe nden t on her husband. she was his slav e.
Fanaticism was another deplorably bad custom to which wc ma n
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had to submit. The woman L'1 former days was debarred from
socie ty and had to yield obeissance in the family. After
lib<'rat ion she was emancipated. The law prescribed equality
ol rig hts for m en and women. In its article 17. the Constitution
9dVS : ••A w oma n enjoys equal rights with a man in all fields
i private, political and social life -» ,

Par all el w it h oth er r ight s th e citizens are guaranrced the
. ;ght to work and th is guarantees the material existence of
man and e nables him to develop hi s personality in a broad
and all rou nd way.

The righ t of a man to work is guaranteed mainly through

~~ev~~~n:~! ~~~~~1~~oc~'iS~ ~~ed ,:,:~e~~o;C;~~~lr; ~~b:n~:~~
eliminated.

On the basis of the ai ticle 13 of the Constitution work lies
at the root of th e social order in the People's Republic of
.Ylbania.

Work Is no longer a day to day toilsome and to vrurmg
burden but a matter of honour and heroism for all workers.
It is no longer a means to enrich others. The worker now '.'forks
for himse lf. for the society. Work has become a means of
edu cat ion for all workers.'

With a view to determine relations in work, to raise its
ef ficiency and th e welfare of workers and safeguard their
healt h, a whole system of legislative acts have been passed
in tho Peopl e' s Republic of Albania, which make up labour
legisla tion with the Code of Labour as its basis. The Labour
Code is another guarantee for workers and employees. It is
the highe st ex pres sion of the aims of the people's regime to
imp rove the worker's conditions of work and living.

In sp ired by the Stalinist principle according to which ..1T,~n
is t he m ost val uable asset» the People's Republic rf Albania
devotes spe cial attention to the health and life of workers. Pa­
ra llel to limiting the hours of work. providing repose through
yearly, weekly usual and supplementary vacations with pay
for w or ker s the Labour Code obliges the employers organi­
zat ions to assu re hygienic conditions of work under technically
safe devices. like proper ventilation. proper lighting and
cleanliness in work centers. proper protection to avoid machi­
nery a ccidents , equipment. as the case may be. of workers
with spe cial work clothes free of charge. with slickers boots
and othe r protective means like eye-glasses, gloves, helmets
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