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This pamphlet is dedicated to Ruth and Jack
Shulman, whose friendship for the Albanian people and
tireless defense of their post-liberation achievements have
been instrumental in educating a new generation of

working class and progressive people about the People's
Socialist Republic of Albania.



Preface

This pamphlet is presented in celebration of the
40th anniversary of the liberation of Albania and the
triumph of the people's revolution.

It is the result of a collective effort by organi-
zations in the U.S. who have been working to bring the
message of the Albanian experience and successes to the
U.S. people, and in particular, the U.S. working class.
Some of the participants in this project have visited
Albania on many occasions since liberation and have seen
with their own eyes the remarkable successes which are
recounted in this pamphlet. Valuable resource materials
were found in a variety of Albanian publications, including
Portrait of Albania, The History of the Party of Labor of

Albania, New Albania and Albania Today magazines, and
the Constitution of the People's Socialist Republic of

Albania.

This year also marks the first time that organi-
zations in several U.S. cities will be gathering together to
hold joint celebrations of the anniversary of the liberation
of Albania, on November 29, 1944. W® urge you to join
with us in celebrating this historic occasion and in
building friendship between the peoples of the U.S. and
Albania.

Albania Friendship Society
of Southern California,
Los Angeles, California

Albania Information Project,
New Orleans, Louisiana

Albania Report,
New York, New York

Chicago Area Friends of Albania,
Chicago, Illinois

U.S. Marxist-Leninist Organization,
Boston, Massachusetts

Introduction

Forty years ago on November 29, 1944, the people
of Albania, under the leadership of the Communist Party
of Albania (now the Party - of Labor), liberated their
country from the Nazi occupation and the local ruling
classes. _

After liberation, the country stood in ruins, ravaged
by the fascists. Not a single working factory was left
standing, agriculture was virtually destroyed, and the
people were plagued with starvation, disease, high infant
mortality rates and an average life span of 38 years.

Today Albania is an independent, self-reliant, modern
industrial-agrarian society. There are no exploiting
classes. The great advantages of the socialist system with
its planned economy, can be seen in the fact that there
is no economic crisis in Albania, no unemployment and no
inflation. There are also no taxes, while medical care,
child care, paid vacations and paid maternity leave are
provided at little or no cost to individuals. Albania has no
foreign debts or credits and is free from domination by
the imperialist powers. All these conditions result from
the socialist system which now exists in Albania.

Today, Albania is the only socialist country in the
world. It stands in firm opposition to the two super-
powers -- the U.S. and U.S.S.R. -- and their preparations
for imperialist war.

The lessons of how Albania achieved these remark-
able successes in only 40 years have great importance to
the people of the world and the United States. The
imperialists and reactionaries have tried to hide the truth
about Albania's liberation and the successes of the
revolution because they know these victories are a
tremendous inspiration and example for all oppressed
people.



Outflanking the enemy deep behind their own lines,
the Albanian National Liberation Army escaped
destruction and undertook counter-offensive attacks
against the Nazi forces.




1. Albania at

the Crossroads
Annihilation

or Liberation

At dawn on April 7, 1939, Italian fascist troops
invaded Albania. This act brought Albania to the brink
of extinction. Italy's goal was the subjugation and
assimilation of the entire Albanian population and terri-
tory under its fascist flag. The Albanian nation, with the
oldest indigenous population in the region, was to be
destroyed. The desires and aspirations of the Albanian
people who had fought empire after empire for their
independence and for democracy, were to be drowned in
Albanian blood.

[taly's brutal aggression against Albania was the
culmination of many decades of intrigues and scheines by
the Great Powers of pre-war Europe. These schemes
were hatched in the early 1900s when the Ottoman
Turkish Empire began to disintegrate, after occupying
Albania for over 500 years. Like vultures, the Great
Powers (Britain, Italy, France, Germany and Russia)
competed to benefit from the Ottoman Empire's decay by
dominating the newly emerging states. They sought to
colonize and exploit the Balkan states, including Albania,
because of their rich natural resources and strategic
location. Balkan countries, such as Greece and Serbia, in
alliance with one or another of these Powers, had designs
of their own on Albanian land. Serbia had already annexed
the Albanian region of Kosova in 1913, This success only
whetted the appetite of the Serbian rulers, who wanted
the northern half of remaining Albanian lands, while the
Greek government laid claim to the southern half.

The conditions inside Albania in the early 1900s did
not permit a strong independent state to ermerge.
Nonetheless in 1912 there was a general uprising; Albania
declared its independence and a democratic government

was formed headed by Ismail Qemali. The Qemali
government was ousted by the Great Powers intrigues
before the First World War. In 1920, the

Albanian people defeated Italy's attempt to annex Vlora
and surrounding lands. In 1924, Albania's efforts were
crowned by the establishment of the deimocratic govern-
ment of Fan Noli, which proclaimed an independent
Albania and defied the annexationist aims of the Great
Powers and their Balkan allies. However, the Albanian
landowners and merchants, high clergy and their imper-
ialist allies did not support a democratic government,



Within 6 months, the Noli government was overthrown by
a coup, carried out by Ahmet Zog and supported by
Serbian, British and Italian capital. Zog came to power
as the president of the Albanian republic, but shortly pro-
claimed himself King.

Zog's government proceeded to sell Albanian
resources, labor and territory to the highest foreign
bidder in exchange for riches and political and military
support. From his coup in 1924 until the mid-1930s, Zog
pursued an "open door" policy with Britain and the U.S.,
as well as with Italy. These countries were given "favored
nation" status, and permitted to export large quantities of
manufactured goods to Albania while extracting natural
resources at very low cost. U.S. and British corporations
were granted oil and mineral concessions; the Italian
capitalists invested in mines and built factories which
were worked by peasants driven from their land. In order
to support these concerns' needs for roads, ports, electric-
ity and other services, the Albanian people were heavily
taxed and workers in these enterprises were paid
extremely low wages.

As the Depression gripping the imperialist world
deepened in the mid-1930s, the U.S. and Britain were
unable to maintain close economic ties with Albania.
Italian capitalists took advantage of this to increase their
control over Albania. King Zog signed agreements which
opened Albania to economic plunder and gave the Italian
government such privileges as the right to intervene
militarily in Albania if it were attacked. To protect its
investments and to assist Zog in quelling any resistance
to its plunder of the Albanian people, Italy provided
troops which were housed and fed at the expense of the
Albanian population.

As World War Il approached, Zog paved the way for
the Italian fascist invasion of Albania. Under his direc-
tion, the national defense of Albania was stripped;
increasingly, the governmental policies of Albania were
dictated from Italy. On April 7th, 1939, Italy invaded
Albania. The invasion and the brutal occupation which
followed were the logical conclusion of the schemes of
the Great Powers, the long-term designs by Italy on
Albanian territory, and the pro-imperialist "open door"
policy of Zog, which had robbed Albania of the ability to

maintain its independence. The invasion was also a part
of the plans of the fascist Axis powers to destroy the
then-socialist Soviet Union and to establish world
domination.

Despite tremendous obstacles, the Albanian people
rose to defend their country and to fight for liberation in
the face of Italian invasion. From the earliest days of
the occupation, the working people, peasants and patriotic
intellectuals organized a war of national liberation in
Albania. This was from birth an anti-fascist war, aimed
at defeating the fascist occupation and establishing a
democratic, independent Albanian republic. It was,
therefore, also an anti-imperialist war with the goal of
achieving Albania's permanent independence from domina-
tion by any foreign power and in support of the whole
coalition of anti-fascist, anti-imperialist forces and
governments.

Throughout 1939 and 1940, various groups were
organized to fight the threatened destruction of the
Albanian nation through assimilation into Italy. This
broad resistance movement was initiated and led by small
communist organizations which had formed shortly before
the Italian occupation and by groups of patriotic and
democratic Albanians opposed to foreign domination of
their country. Under this leadership, armed units of
fighters were formed in the cities and carried out
sabotage and attacks on Italian posts. Secondary school
students and teachers demonstrated against the Italian-
ization of education and the suppression of the Albanian
language and culture. Workers organized strikes and
sabotage in the factories. Peasants hid or destroyed
grain and animals rather than have them feed the Italian
occupiers.

The political views and philosophy of the Albanian
communists found support among the working people and
progressive intellectuals of the country from the beginning
of.the national liberation war. This was the case because
the communists were the only organized political force in
Albania actively fighting the fascist enemy. Through this
fight, they were proving themselves to be outstanding
leaders, able to show the people the steps and methods
by which liberation could be achieved.






