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ALBANIA • 1984 
by Bill Blan:l 

San? weeks.age;> I :eceived, through the Alhmian Dnbassy in 
Paris, an invitation to visit the People's Socialist Rep.ib
lic of Albania as the guest of the Carmittee for Cultural 
and Friendly Relations with Foreign Countries, and I set out 
fran London on June 18th. 

Perhaps as punishment for going to Albania, the weekly 
p~ane fran Belgrade has a check-in time of 5.40 a.m. The 
night porter at the hotel where I passed the night in Bel
grade told me that he was really a priest, rut worked during 
the week to augment his meagre incx:xne. When he handed me my 
passport at four o'clock in the roc>ming, he asked me where r 
was bound so early. \·lhen I told him, he shook his head sadly 
and said: 111\n ungcxUy hour for an urigodly country!" "Ma.y-
be" I . d ni-. , sai , uut the only country I know where you can 
leave your wallet lying around and know that it will be 
there when you go back!" 

I was greeted warmly at Rinas by Theofan Nishku, in 
~arge of relations with friendship societies abroad. Later 
in the day I met the Camlittee's new President, Jorgo Meli
ca, who spoke highly of the Society's work and arranged a 
progranme for my visit which met my every request. I visited 
Kc_:>r9a, Shkcxlra, Gjirokastra an:1 8aranda, while Mr. Nishku 
hllllself w~s gooj enough to sperrl the whole of my last 
weekend with •me at Durres. My interpreter was a pleasan
young school teacher named Viktor Ristani, while my driver, 
Hooo t-1e9e, steered carefully past every child and chicken. 
He was extremely proud of his new Volvo, which he polished 
at every.oppo~unity and was outraged when, visiting the 
construction site of the new power-station at Kanan on the 
River D:cin, it became spattered with nrud. 

Albania is changing rapidly, and I noticed rrany new 
constructions since my last visit two years ago - fran the 
new ornamental pond with its fountains oi:p::>Site the Hotel 
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Dajti in Tirana to the impressive S'kanaerbe<J Museum in 
Kruja, which tells the story of Albania's national hero in a 
vivid and artistic way. 

In the Greek Minority Area 

One of the most interesting experiences of my tour was a 
visit to the Greek minority in the south. Our first stop 
here was the village of Goranxi, which lies in the shadoo of 
Mali i Gjere (Wide r-x>untain). It fonns part of the higher
type cooperative fanns of LcMer Dropull, which embraces 17 
villages with a total population of 10,500. I was enter
tained with raki and llokume (the latter being Albanian 
"Turkish Delight") in the canfortable, beautifully-furnish
ed hane of Pano Tashi, a retired cooperative fanner, and his 
family. I recorded a long interview with Mr. Tashi. He 
asserted that the numbers of the Greek minority in Albania 
were nothing like the figure of 400,000 put forward by the 
Greek government, although - at 50,000 - it was in fact 
sanewhat larger than the figure given to me on an earlier 
visit to the country. He ridiculed _the stories being put 
forward by the Greek goverrinent to the effect that the Greek 
minority was "oppressed". He shooed me copies of the Greek.
language daily newspaper, "Llajko Vima" (The People's 
Voice); this is a specially prepared edi~i~n.o~ the a;>~t
ry's leading newspaper of the same name Zeri i Popullit ; 
it has a weekly literary suwlement devoted entirely to 
poems and short stories by Greek-speaking writers. He. also 
presented me with several books for adults and children 
published in the Greek language, and told me with evident 
pride of the Greek amateur dramatic societies and ~olk 
ensembles which flourished in the district, and described 
sane of the f ilrns fran Greece which he had seen in the past 
few months. 

I asked him about the educational system in the minor
ity area, and he told me of the Greek teachers' training . 

oollege in Gjirokastra fran which his. daught~-in-law. had 
graduaterl before becaning a teacher in the village eight
year school. Here for the first three years education was 
oonducted entirely in the Greek language; in the fourth year 
the child was taught the elements of Albanian granrnar, and 
fran the fifth year onwards education was carried out prin
cipally in Albanian, but with periods devoted to Greek 
language and literature. In this way the child became bilin
gual and was able to proceed to secondary or higher educat
ion (which is oonducted in Albanian) and oould undertake 
any occupation. In fact, I had already disoovered in ~ 
that members of the minority occupied sane of the highest 
rx>sitions in the land - as, for example, the wanan Vice
President of the People's Assembly, Viteri ~i. 

As for the alleged "poverty" of the Greek carmunity, he 
pointerl out that Dropull was one of the richest areas of 
Albania and said that out of the 190 families in the vill-, . 
age, 122 had 'N sets and 110 had washing-machines. 

Thus, he said, there was not the slightest discriminat
ion against the minority, whose culture was enoouraged in 
every way, and members of the Greek camrunity had equal 
rights in every way with the majority. Asked to say a few 
final words, he declared that he would never forget that the 
British people were allies of the Albanian people in the war 
and he hoped that the two peoples would always remain 
friends. 

I was told that I was welcane to visit any other house 
in the village where saneone was at hane (all tut pensioners 
and recent mothers being at work) to confinn what Mr. Nashi 
had told me, but I was canpletely satisfied with his sincer
ity and did not take advantage of the offer. 

In the next village - Dervician - I was shown over the 
new Palace of Culture with an art gallery, library, restaur
ant - not to mention a theatre, equipped with a revolving 



stage, seating 470. And this was in a village with a popul
ation of just under 2,000! 

'Ibe Penal System 

I had asked particularly for detailed infonnation con
cerning the operation of the penal system in the PSR of 
Albania, which is the subject of much misinfonnation in the 
British press. In this connection Paskal P.axhi, a judge of 
the Supreme Court, was good enough to accord 1~1e two long 
interviews in which he answered all my questions fully and 
presented me with several books on the subject. llhen trans
lated, these and all that Mr. Haxhi (himself, incidentally, 
a member of the Greek minority) told me will be the subject 
of an article on the subject in ALBAi.''ITAN LIFE. 

Arrong the most interesting facts which ei11erged was that 
the police in Albania have the duty of preventing or check
ing the camtlssion of a crime, but have no power of arrest 
or of investigation. In the case of a suspected crime, they 
have power only to establish the identity of any persons 
they believe to be involved ( incllrling possible witnesses) 
arrl to report to an investigating magistrate, who alone may 
investigate and order an arrest. 

The arrount of crime in Albania, particularly serious 
crime, is very small as a result, said Mr. Haxhi, of the 
elimination of many of the social causes of criminality and 
rrnst cases of petty crime are dealt with outside the courts 
by public criticism, etc. During the whole of 1982, for 
example, only 111 people in the whole of Albania (7'6 of them 
wanen) were sentenced to sane penalty for criminal offences, 
and the great majority of these penalties did not involve 
deprivation of liberty. Of sentences of detention, the maj
ority were of re-education (which is the kernel of the penal 
system) in latour camps, and only very serious or repeated 
crimes were the subject of a prison sentence, for which 
Albania has two small prisons. He was adamant that there was 

5 

no truth whatsoever in stories, largely circulated by :polit
ically hostile ernigres, t11at detainees were subject to inad
equate diet or ill-treatment, which would obviously defeat 
the fundamental aim of re-education. Prisoners had the right 
of canplaint to the Attorney-General's Office, and all can
plaints had to be investigated. Further, he - like oti;er 
judges - visited labour camps and prisons regularly to in
vestigate the progress of his "patients" and could on:er 
the cancellation of a remaining sentence where he was satis
fied that re-education had been accanplished. It was inter
esting to discover that detainees in larour camps (rut not 
in prisons) had the right to sexual relations with their 
wives or husbands during the two-rronthly family visits, 
special accamx:i.lation being provided for this. 

The death sentence, Mr. Haxhi stated, was a temp:>rary 
and extraordinary measure applied only in the case of ex
tre'Tiely serious crimes such as treason and where it was 
considered that re-education was unlikely to be successful. 
No death sentences had been passed in Albania so far during 
1984. 

Other Interviews 

Shortly after my arrival in the country, I was privileged to 
meet Ali Xhiku, the Dean of the Faculty of History arrl 
Linguistics at the University of Tirana, and Professor Sha
ba.n Demiraj , who holds the Chair in Albanian Language and 
Literature. They were delighted to hear fran me that the 
University of London had been granted funds to open an 
Albanian Deparbnent and asked me to convey to Dr. .Deletant 
the offer to help with the provision of books or in any 
ot11er way. I had been working for sane time on a biograi;il
ical sketch of an Englishman, John Newport, who fought with 
Skanderbeg, and they q.rranged a further interview with spec
ialists in this field to help me track down the source of a 
quotation fran him which is cited in the "H~st;ory of Alrai:i
ia". As a result it is now clear that the original source is 
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not to be found in Albania and I have to search elsewhere. 

I met Vaso Pano, the Director of ALB'lURIST, and dis
cussed ways and mecins of finding a less expensive route for 
British tourists to reach Albania than by air via Yugoslav
ia, and one less exhausting than the long journey by coach. 
Of oourse, when the Yugoslavs have canpleted their section 
of the railway which will link the Albanian rail network 
with the rest of Europe, this will provide one possibility. 
'!he main stumbling block to a quick and relatively inexpens
ive tourist route fran Britain to Albania (via Corfu, for 
example) is that the Greek government (which regards itself 
as still in a state of war wit.:1 Albania) will not, as yet, 
pennit travel to that country other than hy air. Neverthe
less, Mr. Pano welccmed the first tour to his country organ
ised by the Albanian Society and assured me that he would do 
everything possible to make this visit an interesting one. 

I met two leaders of the Trade Unions of Albania 
Qirjako Mino and Islam Bashari - and obtained frorn them much 
information on the trade union movement which is the sub
ject of a separate article in this issue of hLBNJLZ'i...1'.J LIFE. 
Thery were also gcx:x:3. enough to give ;C1e material, including 
badges, requested by the Museum of Lab:Jur History in London. 
They were extremely well-infonned ab:Jut the miners' strike 
in Britain, which has been fully rer::orted in the .Z\loonian 
media. 

Another interesting meeting wus with F'uad Dush,'ill, the 
Din.."'Ctor of the Gallery of Arts in 'l,irana, with whom I had a 
long discussion on the principles of socialist realist art. 
He is arranging to send to the Society a set of spccially
taken oolour slides of representative [E.intings and sculp
tures exhibited in the gallery. 

My final meetings were with Hiqmet Arapi, Vice-d1airman 
of the Chamber of carmerce, and with Estref Bega, Director 
of the Book Enterprise. With them I discussed ways and means 
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of improving trade between our two oountries. I had brought 
with me several suggestions fran Ramsey I1argolis of the 
Albania G2neral Trading Co. Ltd., (who, I disoovered, is re
membered throughout Albania as "the vegetarian") on ways of 
making Albanian prcrlucts (especially bJoks) more acceptable 
to the British market. They expressoo pleasure at receiving 
these oonstructive suggestions and pranised to pass them on 
to the appropriate quarters. I came away loaded with catal
ogues, and samples of most prcx1ucts - fran chrane ore and 
postage stamps to ja'TI and wine - will shortly be on their 
way to Mr. Margolis. 

Diversions 

Hy trip was by no means all work, hCMever. I visitoo numer
ous art exhibitions, saw the visiting Greek folk song and 
dance ensemble on television and, on one free evening in 
Tirana went to the cinema. I found all seats 1:xx>ked for the 
latest Albanian film "The Judgment", even though it was 
being screened simultaneously at several cinemas. I took 
myself off, therefore, to the little Agimi (Dawn) Cinema 
nearby, and saw an Italian film of J:X)nizetti's opera "Lucia 
di Larrmernoor". It was screenoo without subtitles, but with 
a synopsis in Albanian before each act. My ticket (there 
was only one price) cost 1 lek 50 qindarke - the equivalent 
of 15 English pence, and I oould not rut canpa.re this with 
the £2.50 it would have cost me to see the same film in 
London. 

My ever-solicitous guide and mentor Viktor Ristani 
insisted that in view of my great age I should rest for four 
hours each afternoon. I ple.adoo that this was a waste of 
time. I reminded him that, because of our atrocious climate, 
the siesta was not an English custan. I quoted the old 
Lancashire proverb: "There's time enough to rest when you're 
under the scrl". I told him that I was really only twenty-six 
and that my decrepit appearance was simply the result of a 
dissolute life. But all in vain! All this, he replioo, made 
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a siesta even rrore necessary! In consequence, I was free in 
the afternoons to warrler around wherever we happened to be, 
searching for bcoks, music, etc. to add to the Society's 
collection. On one of these trips I discovered a manual of 
names of Albanian arrl Illyrian origin and, firrling that the 
name of ''viktor" was not arrong them, I inforn1ec1 him gravely 
that he was required to change this by December 1 st to 
"Jasemine". He seemerl to find this shaka angleze (English 
joke) amusing. 

One of the great personal pleasures of my trip was to 
meet in person the sports carmentator and novelist Skifter 
Keiliqi, whose novel "The Last Days of a :!?rime Minister" I 
had just finished translating into English. Another was to 
meet again Faik Zeneli, who had been my interpreter on my 
first visit to Albania in 1962, since Hhen he has been 
Counsellor in Rane and later Ambassador to Tanzania; he is 
now a Party functionary in his beloved hane town of Shkajra, 
fran where he was gcxxl enough to escort me to the Perlat 
Rexhepi State Farm, the Kanan dam and several museums. 

Rea.ding back over what I have written, I realise that 
I shall be chided by my old Orkney friend John Br(X)ffi for not 
]1.aving mentioned any negative features of life in Albania. 
The fact that I have to think hard to recall any such feat
ures of which I became aware is no doubt evidence that my 
overall impression was extremely favourable. But yes! Al
though fcxxl is plentiful and its distribution seems w:iolly 
adequate (there are fcxxl shops in almost every block open, 
on a shift system, fran early morning till late at night) I 
found it difficult in the WffiS to buy soap '[X)V.tler • rrhis nuy 
11.ave been due to my not knowing precisely ;Jhich type of shop 
sold it (a kinkaleri, which sells much more than trinl~ets, a 
"household goods" shop, a "various gcx:ds" shop, etc.). There 
seems to be no actual shortage of soap lXlVKier (at least, 
Albanian clothes appear spotlessly clean) and I eventually 
obtained a t=acket at one of those village stores whid1 sell 
everything. 
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Conclusion 

On my last evening in Albania I was the guest at a huge 
seven-course banquet kindly given in my honour by Mr. Mel
ica, which even my capacious stanach could not accacrocrlate. 

My final act before catching the plane back to "Christ
ian civilisation" was to be interviewe:l by radio and tele
vision on my impressions of Albania. I replied: 

"My impressions are so many and varied that it is hard 
to surmarise them in a few words. 

But long after I have left your shores sane things will 
reirain vividly in my mind: 

the huge dam under construction at Kanan; 
the breathtaking beauty of the Albanian landscape; 
the gaily-painted playgrounds and.the beautiful, heal

thy children playing in thein; 
the warm friendliness and hospitality of the Albanian 

people to those who cane to their country as friends and not 
as enemies; 

the blend of the aranas of lirrlen trees arrl roasting 
coffee which for me will always symbolise Shkodra at six o' 
clock in the morning. 

But long after all these merrories have begun to fade 
with the passage of time, I shall recall the party I had the 
privilege of attending in the south. It was given by young 
people and their teachers to celebrate the fonner's graduat
ion. They were fran Ksarnil, where they and their parents 
have made the wilderness blossom with oranges arrl lerrons. I 
noted that the girls would invite the boys to dance on equal 
terms with them - a little thing, bit one which for me 
symbolises the liberation of wanen which has made suc:±i giant 
strides in Albania. I observed that their toasts to the 
Party of Labour and its leadership were spontaneous arrl sin
cere, and this should not surprise people who are aware of 
the doors now open to these young people which in the t=ast 
stcxrl firmly closoo. For several hours after I was supp-
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osed to leave I stayed on to listen to the throb of Alban
ia's over-powering folk music and to watch with the greatest 
pleasure as these young'people laughed, sang and danced to
gether. It seemed to me that here was embcrlied in real life 
the slogan which stams off the beach at Durres: 

'Beautiful is the life we have created, 
l:ut brighter still will be the future'" 

Shipb.lilding at Durres 

1 1 

The 41 st Anniversary of the People's Army 
by Steve calder 

July 1 0 this year marks the 41 st anniversary of the founding 
of the Albanian People's Anny. On July 10, 1943 the General 
Staff of the Albanian National Liberation Army was created, 
and this day is celebrated by the Albanian people every year 
as one of their most merrorable events. 

The National Liberation Anny was created in the heat of 
the anti-fascist war of the Albanian people to liberate 
their country. The army made a heroic contril:ution to the 
historic victory over the two big fascist powers, Italy arrl 
Germany. Albania was one of the countries that suffered, 
relative to population, the heaviest losses in human lives 
and material damage during the Secorrl World War. 

Though it was an epic in itself arrl took place in 
national and international circumstances quite unlike pre
vious national liberation wars, the struggle of the Albanian 
people to drive out the fascists arrl liberate their country 
cannot be sei.::iarate:l f ran the centuries-long effort of the 
Albanian people for their independence and for social prog
ress. This revolutionary process leads through the Albanian 
Renaissance of the last century, through the proclamation of 
national independence in 1912, rising to a higher plane with 
the June 1924 revolution (establishing a derrocratic govern
r.ient until overthrO\m by Zogu in December 1924), and being 
cro\med Ni th the victory of Novernber 29, 1944. 

The Albanian people as a whole threw themselves into 
the war to free their country and defeat the fascist forces. 
'rhe Canrnunist Party of Albania ( n0t1 the Party of Labour of 
Albania) and the National Liberation General Council issued 
a call in April 1943, urging the people that "the fate of 
the country depends on this issue of the war we are waging, 
and the more fiercely it is waged against the occupier, the 
nearer the day of liberation". The Albanian people resp::>n:1-
ed, uniting to oust the occupiers and defeat the quislings. 
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Throughout this anned struggle nnis the principle of 

self-reliance, expressed in the slogan: "Freedan is won 
through blocdshoo and war, and does not cane as a gift". 
With this principle the people and the anny, under the 
leadership of the CPA, not only won their liberation but 
above all ensuroo the victory and stability of a new Alban
ia. It is the 40 years of this continuerl victory and con
stant progress that the Albanian people celebrate this year. 

In defence of new Albania, the anny and the people are 
ooe and inseparable, for this defence is based on the pat
riotism of the people and their pennanent military readi
ness. Tcxlay the Albanian People's Anny is equipperl with 
rncrlern weat=0ns, military means and techniques. It renains 
the main force for the defence of the hanelarrl, and has as a 
constant preoccupation its strengthening, mcrlernising arrl 
revolutionising. 

I 

Paqe mbl toll 

Cartoon
" Peace on 
Earth" 

-2---
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The Kalushun 

~1esidl::!S t:12 ;-:iother tongue, custans, songs and d';llces ! 1:11e;e 
are firn·:ly ~)n~servec.1 in the traditions of Albanian er,ugres 
many oth'?r t.~ings in ccr.1rnon uith our people. Kna·1ledge of 
these ethno-cultural sfa1ilarities is irn?;?~n~ for ';ls, ~
ea.use tl1ey testify to the links such enugres retain with 
the soil o:~ t.;1eir ancestors. 

sud1 is the case with the kalushun (pictured al:xJve), a 
string instru;nent used by the ArIJeresh of Italy. It has an 
alrnonc1-sh.anx1 bcx1v, 42-54 ea. in length and 24-34 an. in 
wirJth, an~1 a long nec:c - up to 135 cr.i. in length. The n~:.:.: 
is di videc1 into 1 4-24 fretted sections, by means <?f wlucn 
the finr;ers of the left hand can prcrluce a chranatic scale 
ran]inq {ii=> to tHO oct:ives. ri'he prototype Of the kalushun ~ad_ 
three strin'JS, originally Of pig-91:1t~ later 0~ metal, Wl11~1 
are plucl:ed with a plectrun, originally OJ.. d1erry-wcxx' 
nowadays :-:iore often of plastic. It is tuned in fourths (E-~
D) or fifth;3. In the ;;est there was also a sub-type <?f thi: 
instnir.1ent (the gjysmel;:alushun, or half-l;:alushun) whi~h wa.~ 
less than a. netre in total l~gth. The kalushu...'1 was employed 
in the fol';: r.iusic of Lt-ie Art:x::> ... .resh of southern Italy to accan
pany songs and dances. It is conjectured that th~ name

1
; . o~ 

the instrument is derived from the Genna.n word. Ga izien 
(wlicia) or fro:--,1 that of an instrument of ancient Greece 
called the "~·~elis". ::ra-rever, the etymology of the name 
remains as yet uncertain. 

Historical evidence establishes that this instrument 
was Hic1ely used in southern Italy during the 17th century• 
Sane DusicolO)ists believe that it originated in the East, 

'\ 
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fran where it spread through France, Germany and lX!yond 
until - after the end of tl1e 18th century - it gradually 
disappeared in these countries, perhaps under the influence 
of clerical prohibitions. 

It is not w1imp:>rtant for our culture to know whether 
tl1e Arbi:!resh took the instrument with them when they e.mig
ra ted beyond the sea. It is not imp:>ssible, indeed, that its 
playing spread through certain countries of western Europe 
precisely through the ~..migrations of Albanians. 'I'here are 

certain marked. similarities between the 
kalushun and the c;:if teli, the bakllai11a and 
the c;:yr, and it can be said without fear 
Of contradiction that I OOth in e.v.ternal 
construction and in manner of playing, 
there are links of, one may say, kinship. 
For this whole family of instruments '.·le 

have the name "tambura" in southern Alb
ania and "tamerr11 in northern Albania.This 
name has snrea~ through the languages of 
many peoples, but with various phon0tic 
and semantic changes, al~1ouqh its origin 

. is lost in the ;nists of time. In a tomb 
m in The.1>2s dating fran 1334-1304 B.C. a 

female is rX)rtrayr~d playing a similar in
strument (pictur3d left, ;i~::ove). At the 
time of Alexander the Great the Greeks 
obtained these instTI1Il1eY1ts from Iran, 
callErl them "pandore", which is thought to 

be derived fran "tambur". In the 10th century the Persian 
p::>et Firdusi mentions in his "Shah-Nameh" a long-necked lute 
~l the name of "tunl:ur", and. aoout the same time the Arab 
scholar al-Farabi describes various types of tamJ:uras, 
while the "tambur" is also mentioned in the 10th century 
Byzantine epic of Digenis Akritas. 

It is not known precisely and in what historical circ
umstances tamburas spread f ran the Middle East through Asia 
(as far as Japan), northern Africa and Europe. Naturally 
such a wide dissemination could not fail to nrcx1uce a Mult
itude of variants with national and evei1 regional l~cul
iarities. Our tar.iburas differ from those of Iran, India anc1 
l'natolia, as also fra:i the "ta:!lburachl:as" of the Southern 
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Slavs, from the "danras" of the Kirghiz and Ostiaks, etc. In 
t)ie ;xesent state of our knowledge it cannot be said 
precisely ~"hen the use of tamburas began in our COW1try. 
l\ccorc'ling to scr.ie f orei<JTI scholars, these kinds of musical 
instnunents were brought to the Balkan Peninsula through the 
Ottornan invasions, that is, in the 15th. century. Such a 
01njecture is not tenable: it is enough to note the so
Ccl.11G<1 "tri:~o:cdon" of :lntiquity, and to note that such 
instruments were c1ericted at the twilight of the Middle Ages 
among the inhabitants of Albania. - for example, in 1/;th. 
century :nurals in the cathe<'lral of Prizren. 

In O'.)nclusion, it can o~rtainly I~ said that 
instruments derived from abroad did not spread at all easily 
through our country, especially through the rerrote mountain 
districts. Consequently a long period must have been 
necessary for them to have becane traditional instruments of 
our folklore. 
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Lara 
A short story by Hexl1at 'I'azaj 

The rain began to fall furiously, in great drops which fell 
on the parched earth with a noise which drowned all else. 
The sky was pitch-black and it was impossible to see more 
than a few yards. I sheltered under a tree, which at first 
gave sane protection but later, as its branches and leaves 
became wet, left me at the mercy of the stonn. Soon my 
clothes were soaked through and rny feet, in sandals made by 
my brother from bits of an old tyre tied together with wire, 
grew rErl with the cold. After a little while I was joined by 
five goa.ts, headed by Lara. 

The goa.ts surroundErl me, and I patted them gently. Lara 
was usually healthy and full of energy, l::ut tc:rluy she seE.ne:l 
tired and listless, holding her head down as though she were 
ashamed of shCMing weakness. I had noticed that for the last 
two or three days she had not been eating with her usual 
appetite - declining to nibble even at the tender hornb2arn 
or the oak at the Erlge of the precipice. I stroked her nose. 
Steam rose fror:l her coat and sh2 was shivering slightly. She 
began to lick my hand. She looked so miserable tffit I could 
not bear to look at her. I put a sack over her like a 
cloak; rut this garment u;;>set the other goats, who had not 
seen me put it on, and I removed it. The rain continued to 
fall furiously and, as it showed no si<JI1 of easing up, I sat 
down on a stone which I found nearby, and waited. The goats 
chewErl the cud. But Lara suddenly lowered herself to the 
ground, first on her fore legs, then on her hind legs also. 
She remained for a while like this, and then lay drnm corn
pletely. "M1at is the matter?", I thought. At that time Lara 
was fourteen years old, and I had looked after her for six. 
I felt that we had becane friends, and sanetirnes I would 
give her special food, such as a dish of maize, which she 
..,.u.ild eat wi tl1 tremendous zest - liddng her lips after 
every mouthful and, when it was all gone, my hand. 
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I did not like at all the fact that she was lying down. 
I got up quickly, and this startlErl her. But she did not 
move - merely raising her head slightly and scraping her 
legs impotently along the wet ground. She looked at me sadly 
for a manent and then closed her eyes. I was very worried. 
Lara was not only my favourite goa.t, but she was also the 
best milker, which was very useful in our large family. She 
had given birth to two kids, and what kids they were! 
varicoloured and healthy, beautiful arrl lively, and as aff
ectionate as their mother. 

The heavy rain continued. Beyond the mountain the sky 
was split by a brilliant fork of lightning, follc:Med by a 
great roar of thunder which shook the earth. Once more Lara 
made an unsuccessful effort to get to her feet. '!hen I was 
oonvinced that she was indeed ill. Our house was a long way 
off, and I did not know what to do. In such circumstances 
herdsmen, if they were convinced that there was no hope of 
the aninal recovering, would slaughter it for meat. I knew 
this. Indeed, I had done it myself with a penknife as sharp 
as a razor. But I oould not do this to Lara. I remembere:.l 
that my father, when one of the goa.ts fell sick, had drawn a 
little blocrl from its ear. I had never tried this, and I did 
not dare to do so now. I lookErl at her black ear, its hair 
dishevelled by the water. Lara felt my presence, opened her 
eyes, and gazed at me for a manent. Her eyes seemed about to 
flicker out, like a lamp which was running out of oil. I 
whispered her name several times. There, in the mid:Ue of 
the forest, I began to feel a terrible despair. I got up 
and, with a great effort, lifted her on to my shoulders. I 
would carry her back to the house. She still did not m::we, 
and I set off. The other goa.ts followed us. I was bathed in 
sweat. When I was still a quarter of an hour fran hane, I 
met my father. He was wearing a sack over his head to pro
tect him from the rain. He helped me to can:y Lara and, as 
we walked, asked: 

"What is the matt:er with it?" 

"I don't knai', I replied; "she lay down and oouldn't 

get up" • 

"Perhaps it fell and hurt itself", he suggested 
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"No, father. She's been weak for several days". 

"You didn't say anything!" 

I made no reply. In fact, I had barely seen my father 
for three days. He worked all day in the fields, while I was 
occupied with the goats. Alrrost as soon as I got hane, I 
v.DUld go to bed. This was not just because I 1'/a.s tired, but 
because we had very little food and when one was asleep one 
did not feel the pangs of hunger. Sanetirnes I had dreams of 
tables laden with delicious food • • • 

\'le reached hane without speaking another word. I shut 
the other goats up in the shed, while my father carried Lara 
into the house. I found her stretched out in front of the 
hearth, reside a roaring fire. My mother gave me sane dry 
clothes to put on, and I sat down near the fire. r.Iy four
year-old sister and my little brothers were silent for once. 
\'le all suffered along with Lara, rut they sensed that I was 
suffering the most and they respected my sorrow. 

"The aninal is dying!", said my father. 

He looked at me, puffing away at his pipe. I was upset 
that he seemed to show so little sympathy for Lara, and I 
got up and paced the roan. •fhen I realised what must be 
done. Hhen one of the children had a cough or a fever, my 
nnther would give them sane grains of sugar from her hand. 
Sugar and salt · were very precious, and were nonnall y 
brought out only for visitors. Sugar, I decided, \·1as 1·lhat 
was nee:led to make Lara well again! 

I spoke to my mother. She did not re~)ly, and I we.nt to 
the old wo:rm-eaten chest, unlocl:EK1 it an::J. tcx:>k out the 
little tin in which we kept the suc::;ar. :.:y fci.t-J1er hn.C: brought 
t.l-ie tin sane years ago in the market 11hen h2 hacl srone into 
town. My mother took a teas;JCX)n and filled it Hith ~;ugar. I 
opened my hand to receive it, ilnd uent over to I.a.Et. The 
fire had dried her coat. She ~:JUt out her tone;ue 2n:~ licl:ed 
tl1e sugar. Liking the taste, sh2 b2gan to cat it ·.·1ith c;reat 
enjoyment. She movoo her legs a little, but coulc'. not, get to 
her feet. 'I'he children smiled. Even ;ny fat!-ier car1'2 over and 
began to stroke her neck. I ran to my i:iother and :)89'ge:1 her 

'! 
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for another snoonful of sugar. She looked at me doubtfully 
for a mrn1ent, - but then put a little more into my hand. I 
went over to Lara once r.10re, sure that this time she M:>uld 
be cured. She ate the sugar, but once more was unable to 
rise. I felt my hopes fading as she lay there, now with her 
eyes closed. 

I1v father got up. He had taken his decision. He went to 
t.11e cl'.mb:xrrd ai1d took out the knife he used to cut up his 
tobacco: :1e lcx:>ked at me out of the corner of his eye as he 
sharpened the knife on the stone we kept for this purpose. I 
went c1uickl y over to him. 

"No!", I begged fearfully. 

"lle must slaughter it", he said firmly. 

"But why?", I begged; "why do you want to kill her?" 

"'Because I must", he said. He had raised his voice, and 
I realised he was upset. "You are a brave boy. You must 
understand". 

Usually I did not question what my father did, but in 
this case I went outside without a word. The rain had 
ceased. In the coppice a thick fog had cane down. I ~·1el1t 
bad;: into the house and, going to Lara, kissed her arr} 
rushed outside again. For h1enty minutes, I wandered round 
the coppic~, :;1y feet covered in mud. Great drops of water 
fell on me frcrn the tr.?es, ;·mt I scarcely felt them. 

Then cny father came out of the house, Lara's lxx:1y on 
his back. ~Ie- hung her up on a hcx:>k, and began to skin her. I 
felt an unbearable pain in my heart and did not know what to 
do. At that time we ate meat only on rare occasions, and it 
had been three months since we last tasted it. But I swore 
that I would never eat Lara's flesh. 

I/hen at last I came hane, I found that my father had 
cookoo the meat and was carving it at the table. I saw with 
horrifioo anger that the little ones had already begun to 
eat, and I went into a dark corner where the lamplight did 
not reach. Hy fat1'1er looked at me for a manent as if he were 
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ashamed of what he had done. Then he smiled at me and said: 

"I'm very sorry alx>ut this. But cane to the table. It 
is very good meat". 

I shut my eyes and shook my head 

Sud:lenly a voice was heard outside the door. 

"Is anyl:xrly hane?", saneone called out. 

My father opened the door, gave a cry of delighted 
surprise and welcaned the visitors inside. It was my· big 
brother, a partisan, and two of his canrades. I hugged him 
joyfully. Wet and tired, they hung up their wcap:ms and sat 
dCMn. I ran outside and brought in sane more wocd. The fire 
made the steam rise fran their damp clothes. 

"Sons and sons-in-law are always welcane11
, said my 

father, smiling affectionately at the visitors as he carved 
rrore meat. 

Everyone was now sitting at the table except me. 

"Aren't you goingtojoinus?", askedarnan with a 
black moustache who wore a cap with a star on it. 

I shook my head, and my father explained: 

"I'm afraid we're eating his pet!" 

They all turned to look at me, and I felt embarrassed. 
My brother came over, hugged me tightly and said: 

"You loved it so much?" 

I ncrlded. 

"That is good!", he said' "that is what we are·fighting 
for. When you grow up, you must be a doctor for animals, 
because you are so fond of them!" 

.. 
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A doctor for animals! I had never realised that there 
was such a thing. To us a doctor even for human beings was 
as far beyond our reach as Gerl himself. "If I had been an 
animal doctor", I thought, "Lara could have been saved! "· • • 

Tcrlay, now that I am a rran, I have the care of hwrlreds 
of beautiful fann animals. Arrl when I am treating one, I 
often think - still with sadness - of my Lara. 

The Limitation of Wage Differentials 
by Priamo Bollano 

In socialist Albania the social product is distributed to 
the working people according to their social contrirution, 
according to the quantity and quality of work which each 
performs, according to the principle "equal pay for equal 
work", without discrimination as to sex, age, naticrutl.ity or 
race. Of course, wage categories are adjusted to allow for 
the canplexity and difficulty of the work perfonned and the 
qualification of the worker. These categories are unifonn 
throughout the country. 

This system stimulates inventiveness and production; it 
harmonises irrlividual personal interest with the general in
terest of society • 

The Albanian system, however, rejects not only equalit
arianism, but also excessive differentials. The experience 
of the Soviet Union and other f onner socialist countries 
has shCMn that unfourrled excessive differentials lead to the 
creation of a privileged stratum, and eventually to the 
transformation of this privileged stratum into a new capit
alist class which exploits the working class. It leads in 
time to the restoration of an essentially capitalist society. 

Applying the lessons of this experience, in Albania 
the difference between the highest and lowest incanes in 
society as a whole is limited to 2:1, that between the 
director and the workers of an enterprise to 1.7:1. 
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A KOSOVAR IN TIRANA 
by Steve Day 

P. N • .was a tall, burly man. His attention to fashion 
identified him here in the Hotel Dajti as a foreigner. 'l'he 
Albanians show little interest in the outward displays of 
life, be it the fancy suit, the false smile or the conspic
uous constnnption; the reality beneath is thought nore impor
tant than the veneer. 

Nevertheless P • • was Albanian, as he proudly related. 
A bourgeois fran Yugoslavia, a Xosovar businessr:ian here to 
arrange sane imports, he told of his life in Prishtina. 

"I have a gcx:xl life", he said; "two luxury cars and a 
beautiful house. Plenty of money! Socialism such as they 
have here would be no good to me! And yet I envy these 
people, all working for a camon goo.l. In Yugoslavia, with 
its inflation and unemployment, you have to 11atch your back 
if you have money". He sippe::l his rak.i appreciatively and 
continued: "Do you know - I gave my suit to the chaml::xmnaid 
to be cleaned yesterday. I forgot a roll of notes in the 
trouser I_X>Cket - over 5,000 lek.s. I went ·:>ff to a meeting in 
a taxi and when I got back to the hotel discovered. I had no 
:.nney. I asked the taxi-driver to wait while I uent into the 
hotel, but he laughe:l. and said: ' I' 11 [B U~) at th2 squa:::-e; 
vou know where to find me' • Back hane t. 'icy 11ouldn' t let you 
out of their sight without seeing the colour of your r.10ney. 
'lb round off the day, when I went into the hotel the desk 
clerk gave me the money, which the charn,J.:>8r:;nic1 hac1 handed 
in". 

The attitude of the Albanians towarLls 1:ioney se.~rn<X::'. to 
have made a deep impression on the Kosov2r. .\f ter all, his 
life was dedicated to its accumulation, ClS he freely con
fessed. Yet there was a deeper sensibility there '.·1hich nncle 
him proud of the achievements of the 1~lbanian people in 
their avm country. IIe regarded with a11e U1e uai ter who 
lX)litely rut persiste.ntly declinx1 the 10 le)~ tip xoffercc~ 
by P • • Tipping is considered degrac:incJ in Albania, and is 
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not part of the wage in catering jobs as is the case in most 
countries. Perhaps the most telling point of the last examp
le was when the waiter, not wishing to offend the Kosovar, 
told hirn: "Look, if you want to buy me a drink, two leks is 
plenty". 

A confused and canplex character, this Kosovar. A 
thrusting ~nd obviously successful businessman in Yugoslavia, 
yet here in Albania the higher things in life made him 
wistful and reflective. His Albanian nationalism shc:Med 
strongly, arr1 he saw a way of life that had joy and ~se 
for everyl:xxly. Ah, the problems of being a bourgeois! 

Perhaps one day people like P • will help f onn the 
Republic of Kosova within the Yugoslav Federation - a long
standing and legitimate demarrl of the Kosovars, and one for 
which thou&-mds have been persecuted, kille:l. and imprisone:l. 
in the last f e\'l years. 

18th Century Dwelling House- Kruja. 
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Left : Children on the Beach 

Below : Street Scene 
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The Trade Unions of Albania 
by Bill Bland 

~ te~ore ~e ac;ivei:t of the developed capitalist econany 
~uch exists in Britain tcx:lay, individual workers were find
ing . their ~~lity to defend and improve their wages urK1 
working corrlitions extremely limited. 

~us~ trade unions cam= into existence as collective 
orgaru.sations of wor~ers, as essentially organs of workin<J 
cl~ss struggl~ again~t the e.llploying class - a struggle 
wluch, fran t.l.ffie to tlllle, breaks out into the open l::Bttles 
of the strike and the lockout. 

Albania in the 1930s was rather similar to Britain in 
the 1 Sth century. Its society was semi-feudal. There were 
many 5m3.ll ~rkshops, but no large factories. The working 
class was tiny. Under the Zog dictatorship {1924-39) and the 
occupation of the fascist rowers {1939-44), trade unions 
were bannoo. Consequently, workers' organisations were eith
er .1oc;:al

11
and cl~estine, or were disguised as "friendly 

societies • Strikes, of course, were also illegal, although 
the:e were sane notable examples - such as the oil-uorkers' 
strike in Kw;ova {nCM Stalin Tovm) in 1935. 

Then came the War of National Liberation led by the 
Cornn.mist ~arty of All::Bnia, founded in 1941; during its 
:nurse, tJ;is. beca-ne ~ansformErl frCX'il a national struggle 
into a socialist revolution. Thus, Liberation in November 
1944 not only freed Albania fran foreign occupation but 
~lso established a new society in which political JX:1.·l~ lay 
in the harrls of the working class. Then, still under the 
leadershiJ? of the Carmunist Party {new the Party of Lalx>ur), 
the working people proceeded to alx>lish the undeveloped 
capitalist society and to construct a planned socialist 
econany. 

As part of this process, trade unions came into exist
ence in All::Bnia for the first time on January 11th, 1945. 

Fran the outset these naturally had a sanewhat differ
ent role to play fran the trade unions in a capitalist coun
try. For here the working people ovmed the factories, mines, 
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etc. through the medium of a state which they controlled. 
'l'here was no employing class, living on the unpaid. labour of 
the workers and against which they had to struggle for a 
nore favourable division of the value they produced, for 
better wages and conditions. With the abolition of the ex
ploitation of man by man, workers in Socialist Albania re
ceive the full value of the laoour they perform - either di
rectly in wages, or indirectly in social services. Thus, 
were the oil-workers, for example, to go on strike for high
er wages, this demarrl could only be met by raising the in
canes of the oil-workers above the full value of their lab
our, and re:Iucing those of other sections of the working 
class telow the full value of their lalx>ur. In other words, 
the oil-workers would te exploiting their fellCM-workers, 

Nevertheless, in Socialist Albania the primary function 
of the trade unions remains to defend and improve the wages 
and \VOrking conditions of their rrembers. The difference lies 
in h0\1 this function is carrioo out. 

In a genuine socialist society, the 9nly way in which 
the standard of life of the working people as a whole can te 
improved is by the advance of social production, by the im
provement of labour prcrluctivity, by the intrOOuction of new 
techniques and inventions. Only rarely does this involve 
strug9le against rnanagauent, and this occurs only when a 
ITB.I1c"1ge.1lerlt has recane bureaucratic and is holding back the 
develoµnent of prcrluction - and so of the starrlard of life 
of the workers. It does, however, involve raising the soci
alist political consciousness of the workers arrl this -
under the leadership of the Party of Labour - is a very im
~nrtant fw1ction of the Albanian trade unions. They are, in 
Lenin's words: 

" 'transmission telts' fran the vanguard 
to the masses of the advanced class • • a school 
of carmunism". 
;3ut the changed role of the trade unions in Socialist 

Alamia in no way signifies that they are imr:otent or un::ler 
state control. On the contrary, they are atremely ~ful 
- a factory trade union branch, for example, has the pcMer 

to remove t11e factory director in a case such as that touch
ed u1nn in the last paragraph. 



Each factory trade union branch signs an annual coll
ective agreement with management specifying \·Tclges and uork
ing oorxlitions in detail for each grade of worker; it is 
respcnsible for supervising the application of the safety 
regulations applicable to the plant; it runs the factory 
canteen and health centre, and its sports centre; it must 
approve any disciplinary measure prop'.)sed by the ;nanagement 
against a \'K)rker (for such things as persistent lateness, 
absenteeism, damage to equipnent resulting fran negligence, 
etc.); it elects representatives to the local council can
rnittees cx:>ncerne:l with schools, health centres, housing 
allocation, etc., relevant to its members and their famil
ies. 

All draft legislation relating to work must be approved 
by the trade unions before being placed before the People's 
Assembly. They participate in the drawing up of production 
plans at all levels - including the national Five Year 
Plans. They organise canpetitions ~tween different fact
ories arrl districts to stimulate invention and productivity 
(a process known as socialist emulation). And they run 
holiday hotels for their members in the countryside, in the 
rrountains arrl by the sea, at v.rhich a fortnight's holiday 
costs about t\'K) day's pay. 

Organisation 

Until 1957 separate trade unions existed for the principal 
branches of irrlustry. It was fourrl, hc:Mever, that in the 
corrlitions of Socialist Albania this brought about unnecess
ary duplication of staff, ruildings, etc. In this year, 
therefore, the trade unions were amalgamated into a single 
organisation - the Trade Unions of Albania (TUA). This nav 
has 610,000 members - almost 100% of the ~ r~dng class., 
rEmbers earning less than 450 leks a month pay dues of 1 lek 
per rronth in dues, those earning between 450 and 700 leks 
pay 2 leks, and those earning over 700 le.1<s IEY 3 leks. 

The 'IUA holds a congress every four years - the last 
{the 9th.) having :been held in June 1982. It was attenc1ec1 
by 2,000 delegates, of whan 37% were wanen. The congress 
elects a managing l:x:rly called the General Council, cn:n;;nsrrJ 
of 151 members, and the General Council in turn elects a 
Presidium of 21 members arrl four ccmnittees for various 
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sections of workers: 
1) for industrial, mining and power workers;. 
2) for agricultural workers; 
3) for building and transport \'K)rkers; arrl 
4) for \'K)rkers in distrirution, education, health 

and culture. 

'l'oday, forty years after the socialist revolution, Alb
ania has been transf orme:'l f ro11 the rrost backward country in 
Europe into what is socially the most advancerl country in 
the viorld. 

It is at present the only country in the \'K)rld to have 
a fully centrally-planne:l socialist econany. This has 
brought about an increase in irrlustrial production in these 
forty years of 151 times, in agricultural prcrluction of· 5 
times. 

Unemployment, like illiteracy, has been eliminate:l, ai"rl 
the right to work and to choose one's occupation is written 
into the Constitution. 

In place of world-wide inflation, as production rises 
the prices of consumer gocds are constantly falling, while 
wage levels rise. 

To avoid the possibility of the creation of any privil
eged stratum, incane differentials are limited to 2:1 (in 
contrast to more thasn 6,000:1 in Britain). 

There is a canpletely free arrl non-contrirutory health 
service. 

Pensions too are non-oontributory, arrl retirement 
pensions (fixed at 70% of last wages) are payable as young 
as 50 in sane occupations. 

1;-1anen have been to a great extent socially liberate:l, 
and nCM fonn 47% of the work force. There is, of a:>urse, 
ec1ual p:iy for equal work. A constantly expanding 11etwork of 
restaurants, laundries and nursery schools is freeing both 
men and wanen f ran many of the household tasks which inter
fere with the living of a full social life. 

And in all these developnents, the Trade Unions of Alb
ania have played no insignificant role. 
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The Painter NDOC MARTINI 

R1oc Martini 
Self-portrait 

by Hikel Prendushi 

In the history of Albanian painting, 
the name of Ndoc Martin Camaj occup
ies an imr:ortant place. As one magazin 
expressed it prior to Liberation: "H 
made Albania known in the world of 
painting". 

Bom in 1880, he was the son of a poor 
carpenter of highland origin, and pass
ed his childh<xx1 in Shkcxlra. His fat
her mcarne an assistant in the car
pentry workshop of Arsen Idraneno, 
while his rrother worked as a danestic 
servant in Shkcx:lra. His brother Zefi 
took over his father's post on his 
death. 

But tk:1oc' s artistic talent, his in
dani table will, the help given him by 
the painter Kole Ic1rooeno, the f C1i11e 

brought to him by an exhibition of his •;-,ork in 1893 (the 
first sud1 exhibition ever held in Albania) - all these gave 
him the oourage and support to study ahrrad. 

He left Albania in April 1902, at the age of 22, and 
arrived in Rane. There no one uelcane:1 him, no one assisted 
him, and he was canpelled to work for 5 soldi a day. Fran 
this perioo we know only two works: "Two Highlanders greet 
each other" (ncM in Rane) and "The Garden of Gethsc.rnane" 
(now in Tirana). 

It was in this state of desoerate insecurity that he 
met Gasper Jakov Merturi, ·who had gone to Hane frm calabria 
to take part in a symr:osiwn on S~<anclerbeg. The Albanian 
!,Jrofessor decided to help hir:1, and arranqed for him to take 
up a post at the Arberesh college at San D2.r;ietrio Corone 
where he occupied the chair in Albanian language. nntini 
felt at hone afrong tJ1e Arteresh and the students from A.lb 
ania. nut the college 'das not an art school, and i·1artini Has 
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able to paint only in his spare time. Fran this pericd of 
his activity we lmow of r'1EL11y works: the landscapes "?·bunt 
Poli 11 (in Calabria) and "The Pyramids of :Egypt"; and 14 
frescoes, inclu:ling a self-portrait (reprcduced al::xJve), 
~::ortraits of distinguishoo Arb&eshi and of Galileo, Dan~e, 
Raphael, Verdi and i,lichelangelo. There was al~o. a portrai~ 
of Skanderbeg which was in the possession of Lui<JJ Gurakuqi 
until his death. 

A}:X)ut 1909 nartini went to Paris, assisted by Merturi 
who was nrn1 a DJcent at the Sorbonne. Here he worked at the 
Louvre. Fran this pericd we hc:ve o~y an il~ustratic;n o; the 
J',.lbanian rising of 1 911 (published in a Paris magazine) , an 
engraving of Skanclerb2g in battle (pu.blishoo in the Bost'?n 
nei·1sparer "Dielli" in V.ay 1912), and t.11e famous portrait 
"Dr. Prela". \·le know, however, that he exhibited another 
DOrtrait of SY...a.nderl.BJ in an exhibition in Istanrul in 1913, 
lut this was c.1estroya1 by fire along with other works. 

His only sister, who ma.rrioo in S~cx:lr~, . had 17 child
ren, one of whan was the \·rriter Kole Mirchta (Helenau), 
author of two plays on Skanderbeg. 

na.rtini suf feroo fra".1 tuberculosis and in the auturm of 
1915 caught a severe chill. He died in January 1916 in a 
~)aris sanatorium. His funeral was attendoo by hundreds of 
people, testifying to the appreciation which his work had 
gained in Paris. 

Martini was a painter of rare talent, with a rich and 
varied creative r.x:Mer. A gallery in Paris, near the Louvre, 
w:1ere an exhibition of his work was held, is still known as 
the "Chambre I:lartini". 

*,'\n illustrated article on this work, knam as "'Ihe Albanian 
Ja:.l.n of 'A.re", appec"1rec1 in ALBAnIAII LIFE No. 13 (July 1981). 

RATE OF EXCHANGE 

The tourist rate of exchange is now 10.10 leks to the pound, 
l. e 1 le1• ""'"'-'"'ls a·_:;_ -_,::;roxiii1Cl.tely 10 p. • •I A "°"-.!~ 
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Towards the Light 
A p:>ern by Llazar Siliqi 

Fran the new Migj eni Boulevard 
a coach bears us towards the light. 
It is not the lonely song of the thrush 
which waits for us, but Vau i Dejes, 
where silence reigns no more, 
where the mighty sourrl of work resounds, 
where all that is old crumbles to dust 
urrler the blows of the working class. 
'!he waters of the Orin swirl furiously. 
The weather threatens rain, 
the wind heralds a storm. 
But workers snap their fingers 
at obstacles and prejudice, 
to shape a radiant sun 
of kilovolts. 
Every worker 
possesses ma.gic fingers. 
Every worker 
is master of his trade. 
You do not need to tell us here 
a.bout the social aims 
of science and technique. 

Fran rgcky slopes - n<:M fertile land -
of Kukes, TropJja and Puka, 
the highlanders have cane 
to build a dam, 
to build our motherland. 
Twenty-four hours a day, 
three hurxlred and sixty-five days a year, 
urrler the rain and snow, 
beneath the soorching heat, 
the hamner strikes the anvil. 
What terrpering! 
What fatigue! 
What frost! 
Camp·and machines, nnuntains and hills, 
are h.tried beneath the sn<:M. 

Here no one is overcane 
by the great white solitude. 
The new life quells unhealthy feelings, 
welcaaes the youngest workers 
alongside the wizened veterans. 
The whirling drills 
dig roots in the depths of the earth 
to make our country blossan. 
'Jau i D?j es' 
a l)reakthrough on the battlefront, 
a furrow cut across the moors, 
a reckless challenge to the dark. 

The news flies on golden wings 
across Albania -
a page in the lofty dialogue: 
People/Party. 
Md if one falls, 
a thousand rise to take his place; 
the war-cry echoos everywhere. 
\'le sharpen consciousness and art 
upon the whetstone of our life. 
Here, ~ work oonquers night, 
we openly proclaim 
the need to electrify our p'.)etry! 

Mural from the Skanderbeg Museum- Kruja. 
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The Albanian Economy 1983 · 84 

ry,J QirjaJ~o ~Iihali (:lini3t:=r of L''inaI1G2) 

ilie achi.~veinents of the yea':" 1 9.'J3 ir1 th J ov.2ri1ll ;ic1vance of 
the cormtrv on the roac1 o::: t11e co:1st!:"uct:Lon .:tn:1

. c"cfcncr; of 
socialis:1 ~1ave l~ n~alisec~ in conc}i tions of sav2l;e :L:>p2r
ialist 2nc1 revisionist l)loc~~ac}"). ,:.t th ~ sc:;.:.1J ti.-,1~ ·.Je ha..~1 to 
co;Je in 19-')3 also 1·1ith !:he clii'f iculti2:c: c1·s:t:::.::· ~ 1T/ t .. 10 yo::i.rs 
of drou9l1t. 

'i.".'1·"3 ov~ca ling- oi thc~so ·:L:cic,11,ci·-o;~ :n:·: Y'.~'.~ 1 -, 

victo0.r · 1:1ic]1 cnn:~iri·.1s one-~ ·T:c:.:~r, ·C:1e: ccr::-rc-::c::.::i:-::s:;~; o:~ 
~ ar:c: .. st-'..r2niPist xnr.a1ic lirn an:~ :-:-.olicJ .r'1ic'1 C.:1::: :?ari~:f 

~r'3at 
t'.12 

i 1 l' ' " 't l'' "' ,.. .. •. ·-·1 · 1-- rY"' J11·- ··oci' .13.S (1 ';•;.J.~r::; 2:_:;'.) H~c 1 "C.10 Vl l.1 lC~' Cli!i ,,,_;} Jl_lLv ... J. ! . .1.. ··-" -

alist 0co;1a.1y in all ti1!2 grav2 situab.ons C.11::!.t '.1uv'2 .:02n 
createc1 :for us. 

0urin~r 1 933 t..rie socialist re0rcx1uction cf tl-::.e cxruntr-_1 
has 2.ssume:1 still greater <lir.1211sions. '~'ho ;-ac.cria.l ;::e.se of 
inc1ustry, a.gricultUrG .::u1<1. all the: ot110.r '.Jran6~12s of the 
econollY has been further strengthei.1ec1 on the ~::iasis of a 
further incr9ase in tit-ie social Dr:x1uct, n.a·:::.ional inca:1e, 
invesbnent 2.nc1 standard of living of t'1c :Tk:tsses ov2r 1 9,r~2. 

Despite the difficulties croato-1 'Jy ck~:cicits _i_n the 
prcx::1uction of electric rX)\·Ter by the hyr.:2ro-el·?ctric XJ11er 
stations, nro::1uction in- ir.T)()rtant }.)rcmches o:~ in;:}ustrr in
creased in 1982-83 at very r~pid rates: co.:.! :T! .~. '1~ , o:nper 
by 7. 9!j, steel by 29!J, '~n;ineerirrj procJ.uc:::.:.-: '.J~' 3':;, ·.10.">:'. .::mJ 
[E.per by 3. 3~, light indust~; :)ro .. ~ucts ')y G • 11'J, _Jrocc:::;::;:y,J 
focx1 prcxlucts by 4~, ancl so on. CNcrall i1Jric:J.lturi11 :xal
uction is e::v::>ected to be alnu::'. 9~ a;XJw~ t11e l.::N~~J_ D:Z 1 S''.32, 
and signifi~nt increases Here mace in the :_)rcx}uction of 
Hheat, sunfloi·Ters, fruits and olives - in 11:1ic'.1 th~ ~Jl2nn~J 
targets v1Gre over-fulfilled. F'rcr1 all tl12 .:.:ire-"1 so1m uith 
wheat this year we took 31 quintals 1>c~r '.1ecto.n~ - the hi~Jli
est yield ever achievoo in our coun'c....--y. The -,:;_·o~'.·.1ctio11 of 
sugar-beet, potatoos, vegetables, nil;:, GJ"'.J"S, ,~tc. ~"-:-:.s ::1lso 
greater than last year, 

ri:".1G VOhll1'3 O~ inV'2Str.1ent \laS 4, 875 nillion le:-:s - 4% Up 

011 L1st -1G.--::r. .:. D.n . .'x;r of -;:ccxluctive and socio-cu.ltural 
· , , · - ,_ " ·• · '1 r"t""~ '1av/O> c'1aract-,,..,ntc:i:)rls-2:::: i.:r,r~ n~n irra.uc;u.raLec'·• 1,1g1 c. e.:> " "' -

;ri~:;.:~~ .ror:: :1t tl12 -c;:;1vc3: ·~o:~ho hyclro-electric ID'i.-oer station 
,-1t ·:ann, c-.n o~ .1.::-<1:_; otl10.r 0rojocts. ':'his year the sta.te 
;)uil t 10,500 J~-.·eUin'}s. 

T:1c .:;vnet.-rtic c:.2vclo·-:t.1cnt and stability of our econany, 
GlC lrn.reri~1c:; oz costs anc1 the increase in efficiency r1ave 
furt'1er strcn~;thenec1 th2 finances and curre..'1cy of the cormt
rv. The rcx.l -_x~r m~Jita inco-:ie of t:1e :X>pulation increase:l 
1Jy rcor'2 than '!':i, 11hile the Dtrrc11asing [XJ1·1er of th2 ~Jeaplc 

l ' 1 ,..." " 1 ervi' ,..._"'S •·Jer•" .r:.1._ur ... wf1e.-::- ·"""'.-increc1sa, :Jy near y •_:i·,;. :__;o;:r;1lma s --~ , .... _ =-· 
terv.:1e-'l, Gs:JOciall:/ in the countryside. 

In accor.:1.ancc 11ith tho directives of the 0th. Congress 
of t'18 Party, :-ie.-:isurcs 11ere adopted to improve the relations 
of ••rcxbction. 'l'l1c coo02ru.tivc fan.is of the zone -.vith srreat
cst - intensi:i:ic.::~_tion '.1av2 lJGen ~reated on t,'le sa;.1e ter::ls as 
tl1e hic;'.12r-t-rx-' ccxJ~rative f;:in:ls. ·:;ith tl1e setting-u;i of 
the sbte ::2~~1s of i?l=x:;a a.n '. Gr2m.lia ::>2<;an t'1e prcx::cs.:; of 
transfor;,1inc; :::.~1,, ~1igher-tV7:>e cooperu.tive rarr.1s into state 
:Zilli..lS. 

'':'he tu.s':s :i:or 1904 2Ilvisa0c still 
sociali~:>t re·JrCX::uction, relying or1tirely 
an~ ,c.he c:dstin;r x:>ssi~ili ties. 

higher rates of 
on our O'im forces 

In im1ustrv, overall prcxJuction is plannec". to incra'1S'2 
1
)/ 3. 5'J ovc/: th; le..rcl of 1 9-~3. T}1is incrcas2 in prcx:1uction 
·.:ill ~)2 ~Jcl.seci 'xtrticularly on the d9v·2loµnent of the rower 

l f .... , 'l . ~ tr f tl inC:ustr1 - in th2 first ;Jlace, o L.:1e 01 inc.us ry - o 1e 
-.1inorals inc1usti7 and ;f the heavy processing industries. 
'l'he role of heavy in::~ustry us the main factor to ')Uarantee 
<1nc1 car~' forward all the ot.:1er tasks in the :~ield of the 
~concr.1y ':1ill lJe further stren<;'Jt11ern:~d. 

In or;~Err to ac~1i2ve th:~se results, invesbnent in tl1e 
oU inc1 u,,.,tr1 17iJ..l 1

)2 incrcDsGd over the fiqures forecast in 
tl1e fivo-year plcm. Coo.l p:;_<YJuction will be increase::1 by 
15. 5"; ovor 1983, Ll.IK1 ·:Jlectric l:OVrer lJrcx1uction will also 
incrmse. ThG construction of the fuver I:oxha power station 
r.1ill 1'Y2 u.crx~le::il::e<:, so as to l.>ring into operation ti~ of 
its i-::urbin:;s ~TI 1 ')8'.J. 
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'Ihe chemical industry, too, will develop further durinc:; 
1934. The target for the praluction of chenical fertilisers 
has l:Ben increased over that laid drn·m in the five-year 
plan. 

The volume of consumer gocris will increase by 6.4% ov2r 
the level of 1983. 

OVerall agricultural prcxluction will increase by 14~ 
over 1983, with bread grain 7.3% up, cotton 11.4~ up, sugar 
beet 14% up, sunflO\·mr 11 % up - nu.inly by an increase in 
yields. The proouction of meat is planned to increase hy 
17%, milk by 15% and eggs by 21% over 1983. These last 
increases will be attained in t\10 principal ways: numerical 
increases in livestock and increase in yields per head. 

In the plan for 1984, priority is given to the cJevelop
r:ient of rail transport, which will increa.se by 1 0% against 
4.8% for transport as a whole. Rail transport will be stren
gthened by the building of the Bajza-Han i Hotit railway and 
by the canpletion of the Fier-Vlora line. 

About 77% of state investrnent in 1984 will be utilised 
for industry and agriculture. Construction ·will proceed Oc1 
284 major projects, of which 156 will cane into operation 
during 1984. Hew mines will be built and others extended. 
Hork will be canplete::l on the extension of t11e existing 
copper enrichment plant and on the new such plant in I·lir
di ta, on the extension of the fabrics plant in Tirana, on 
the extension of the Hamner anJ. Sickle Yillitwear Canbine in 
Y\Or9a, on t11e textile mill in Shkcxira, on factories for the 
prcxiuction of sauces and for the processing of olives llJ.!d 
fruits. 

In agriculture a number of irrigation projects \vill be 
brought into operation, increasing irrigation ca.pacity by a 
further 9, OOO hectares. 'dork will be canpletoo on the build
ing or extension of 6 poultry-raising canplexes, 2 turkey
raising canplexes, 2 cattle-raising canplexes, 1 pig-raising 
canplex, and 3 factories for the processing of an.irral feed. 

The real in<nne per capita of the population is expect
ed to increase by 3.7% against 1983. The state will build a 
further 10,500 dwellings. In the field of education the 
total number of pupils and students will reach 726,000. 
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State budget inc:x:xne is expected to grow by 9.5% against 
19.'33. Of ~cpenditure, 55.3% will be devoted to the ea:::nany, 
26.2% to socio-cultural provisions, and 11.% to defence. 

52% of the increase in social prcx1uction will accrue 
fran an increase in the prcx1uctivity of labour. The Party 
has continuously instructed that the key to tl1e solution of 
th3 problems of econanic growt11 lies in the ceaseless devel
opnc..nt of the scientific-teclmical revolution and the app
licc.tion of lalXJur :1iscipline. Tcrlay tl1e possibilities for 
t.hG implenentatio;1 of the new achievements of science and 
technol0gy are grc>.ater than ever before. 

Our neoole are building socialism witl1 confidence at a 
time when the-inoerialist-ravisioni!=:t \Vl'"'lrld is in the grip 
of a grave econa-nic, political and social crisis. Our gains 
please Albania's friends everywhere in the world, and dis
please its enemies, who strive to discredit it with various 
slanders and inventions. 

The~ Goven1ffient is fully confident that the working 
people of the whole country, led by the Party with Conrade 
Enver Hoxha at the he:td, will multiply their efforts, will 
go to tl1e 40th. anniversary of Liberation proud of their 
achievements, and will turn into re:tlity all the tasks the 
Party and ilie Plan for 1983 have set them. 

A NEW ALBANIAN OOVEL 

The Albanian Society has just published the English trans
lation of the novel "THE LAST DAYS OF A PRIME r·ITNISTER" 1 by 
~kifter Kelli~i. Set in Greece in ~944, it tells ~e story 
oc tlrree partisans sent f ro.11 Albam.a to arrest Zog s fonner 
Prime r·linister, Koqo Kotta, and bring him back to Albania 
for trial for treason. 

rt is available at present in photocopy fonn fran the 
.Society ut £2.50, including postage. 



One Track Mind 
A sketch fran "YLLI" (The Star) 

When my wife Maria came hane from work, she found me stret
chErl out on the sofa. 

''What's the matter?", she askErl. "Are you ill? You look 
quite green!" 

I did not reply. I felt exhausted, shattered. I had just 
got back fran the stadium, where our team had had victory 
snatchErl fran it by a free kick awarded by a myopic referee. 

But she turnErl to me, placed one hand on her hip, and 
askErl aggressively: 

"Do you know what day it is tanorrow? 

"Of oourse", I replied; "it's Thursday". 

"The date!", she insisted; "what date is it?" 

"Well", I said, "tcday's the 19th., so tanorrow must be 
the 20th." 

''Right!", she said; "and what happened on the 20th. of 
June?" 

I thought for a manent. 

"Vllaznia won the cup in 1981!", I replied. 

"You bastard!", she said; "the 20th. of June is our 
wedding anniversary! You'd forgotten!" 

"Of course I haven't forgotten", I answered; "how could 
I? It was the day we drew with West Gennany in the European 
Cup! II 

ALBANIAN IDLIDAY £195 Sep. 29 I Oct. 11 

I3y reclining seated luxury coach, with tv.u over-night stops 
at hotels en route in each direction, for dinner, bed arrl 
breakfast. 

ROUI'E London, Dover, calais, Koln, Salzturg, Villach, Kran
~Gora, Rijeka, Split, Dubrovnik, Titograd, Durres. 
ACCX>r-M)DATION with full lx>ard at 1st. class hotel at rx.JRRES 
BFACH IDTEL CDMPLEX. 

YORKSHIRE 'IDURS, 49, Thornton Lc:Xlge Rd.' Huddersfield. 
Phone: 0484-24269. 
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'llIE BFAUI'Y THAT KILIS 

A short story by tligjeni 

("Migjeni" was the pen-name of Hillosh Gjergj Hikolla, 1911-
1938) 

The m::x:>n, pa.le as the face of a corpse, looked da.m from the 
dark si;:tiere of the heavens. It looked dQl.m on a world of 
rrountains turned to crystal by the sn0i·1. It lookGd clown on 
white, silent cottages. Everything was covere:l by this \·1hite 
blanket of snow. Yet this white beauty 11as a J.'.lurderer. It 
killed the soul of the highlander like the cold, white 
statue of a nu:le wanan kills the soul of t.~e artist. 

And in the cottage which groaned beneath the weight of 
the snow two colours were visible - red and black. Red, the 
fire in the hearth in the middle of the cottage. Everything 
else - black. Outside the glow of the fire could be heard 
the bleat of a sheep or the tinkle of a co.v-bell. The white 
beauty which kills, kills them too. From their :muths rose 
the vapour of patient suffering - to fall like hoa.r-frost to 
the straw-oovered floor. Silence. Everything h--:i.s turned to 
crystal. A harrl is stretched out, takes up a pieo2 of wcxx1 
and places it on the fire. The flame licks the darkness and 
the sparks leap up into the eaves and on to the faces of the 
human beings around the hearth. Their lxrlies shake with the 
cold which canes f ran the darkness oohind them - a darkness 
which seems always waiting to swallow them up. 

Towards midnight, the cold became 110re penetrating, 
rrore biting, and the anirrals began to stir uneasily. One 
after the other they gaze appealingly at t.~e men and wanen 
around the fire, as if to say: "Let us crnie a little nearer 
the fire, for we freeze! 11

• An:'.! the men, pitiless towan1s 
their kind, gave to the animals their plcice at the hearth, 
while they moved back into the darkness. Bariolc the car was 
all<::YWErl to stretch herself out, bloc}:ing the heat of t.ho 

41 

fire from the child which slept in its cradle nearby. A CCM, 

after all, was irreplaceable. 

Da\m broke in the white beauty which kills. Their 
l:xxlies stiff with the cold, the men and wanen rose to their 
feet for another day of toil. But one tiny figure did not 
stir in its cradle. Its mother's hand reached out to touch 
it, and a terrible cry pierced the silence. But it could not 
wake the child. Its blood had frozen in its veins. It had 
becane a crystal statue. We should take this statue arrl 
erect it in the main square of the town! It should be dedi
cated to the King, or to one of his Ministers. Or, if you 
can find no one who deserves this, then dedicate it to Hirn 
who least deserves it - to Gal! 

ALBANIAN POSTAGE S'l'AMPS 

As from June 1 st, 1984 the Albania General Trading Co will 
be supplying New Issues of postage stamps fran the People's 
scx::ialist Republic of Alba.nia to the British stamp trade. It 
will also run a- New Issues service for oollectors and harrlle 
tl1eir enquiries on current Albanian philatelic matters. 

All enquiries should be sent to: 

Philatelic Deparbnent, 
The Albania General Trading Co. Ltd. 
788-790, Finchley Road, 
London NH11 7UR 

ALBANIAN PHILATELIC S'IUDY cmCLE 
For the past year a small group of philatelists have been 
meeting in London to discuss informally Albania, its stamps 
and postal history. It will be meeting next on 2nd. Septem
ber. Further details frarr R. F. Gee, 175a, Sherrard Rd., 
Forest Gate, London E7. Telephone: 01-471-7846. 

-
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ffi[illffiill~ffiill ill~~ 
November 1983 · February 1984 

roLITICS 
In December: 
'lhe 8th. Plenum of the Central Camli.ttee of the Party 

of Labour of Albania examined the report "On the realisation 
of the 1983 Plan and the draft plan for 1984". 

The 4th. session of the 1 Oth. legislature of the 
People's Assembly held its proceedings. 

In January: 
The plenums of the General Council of the Trade Unions 

of Alb3.nia arrl that of the Wanen's Union of Albania convened 
to discuss the 1984 plan. 

In February: 
Myslim Peza died on February 7th. (see "Late News" in 

ALBANIAN LIFE No. 1, 1984). 

DIPLCM\CY 
In November: 
'lhe Albanian Ambassador to Upper Volta, Nesip Kaci, 

presented his credentials to President Thanas San!-cara; the 
Ambassador to Portugal, Ma:d1un Peka, presentei his credent
ials to President Antonio Eanes; the Ambassador to Dennurk, 
Izedin Hajdini, presented his credentials to Queen I·largrethe 
II; arrl the Yugoslav Arnba.ssador, Milan Georgijevic. pre
sented his credeqtials to Albanian President Ramiz Alia. 

In December: 
The Ziml:Jab..1ean Ambassador, Kennooy Manj ika; the Alger

ian Ambassador, Al:rlerrahman Sherit; and the Guinean Ambass
ador, Ab.lbakar Kaba; presented their credentials to Presi
dent Rarniz Alia. 

In January: 
'!he Colanbian Ambassador, Alvaro de Angulo Arboleda, 

presented his credentials to President Rai~iz Alia. 
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In February: 
The Albanian Anbassador to Colanbia, P~im Sinani, 

presented his credentials to President Belisario Betancourt. 

FOREIGN VISI'IORS 
Am:Jng foreign visitors and delegations to Albarlia dur

ing the period um.er review were: 

airs 

In November: 
A government trade delegation f ran Ranania 
A delegation of the Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Aff-

A delegation of the Camnunist Party of Mexico (M-L) 
A government delegation fran Upper Volta 

In December: 
A government delegation fran Italy 
A delegation of the Ccrrmunist Party of Spain (M-L) 

In January: 
A delegation of the Youth Federation of Ecuador 
A government trade delegation fran Greece 
A government trade delegation f ran Vietnam 

In February: 
An air transport delegation fran Turkey 
A delegation of the nrazil-Alh:inia Friernship Assoc

iation 
A cultural delegation fran Turkey 

PoP~IGN VISITS 

Among Albanians and Albanian delegations going abroad 
during the period under review were: 

In November: 
A delegation, headed by Prof. Sofokli Lazri, to the 

22nd. general conference of UNESm in Paris 
The Folk Song and Dance Ensemble to F.gypt 
A delegation of the Trade Unions of Albania to Vietnam 

, A delegation to the 22nd. session of the F/lD Conference 
in Rane 
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A governnent trade delegation to Malta 
A delegation of the Writers' and Artists' Union to 

France 
A delegation of the University of Tirana to the inter

national seminar on ~ialist econany in Lima (Peni). 

In December: 
A delegation of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to 

Sweden 

In January: 
A cultural delegation to Italy 

In February: 
The Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs, Sokrat Plaka, to 

Turkey 
A delegation of the Chamber of Carmerce to Apulia 

(Italy) 
A delegation of Radio-Television to Iran 
A delegation of the Labour Youth Union to Upper Volta 
A government trade delegation to Turkey 

In December the Trieste-Durres freighter line was inaug
uraterl. 

FOREIGN '!RADE 

In November: 
Trade agreements for 1984 were signed with Belgium, 

Malta, Polarrl and Ranania. 
Albania was representerl at the international fair at 

Basle (Switzer larrl) • 
In January: 
Trade agreements for 1984 were signed with Greece and 

Vietnam. 

In February: 
A trade agreement for 1984 arrl an agreement on civil 

air transport were signerl with Turkey. 
Albania was represented at the international fair at 

Utrecht (Holland). 
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PRIZFS 

In February the International Academy of Lutetia award
ed the ·Cup of Lutetia to the Institute of Folk CUlture for 
the scientific revieW "Albanian Folk Culture". 

DIXDRATIONS 

In November the title "Hero of Socialist Labour" was 
awarded to several constniction workers on the Enver Hoxha 
hydro-electric power station at Kanan. 

CUL'IURE 

Exhibitions 

In November the exhibition "The Albanian Export" was 
opened in Tirana. 

In January an exhibition of reproductions of the works 
of Leonardo da Vinci opened in the Gallery of Arts in 
Tirana. 

Art 

In December a meeting was held in Tirana to cxmnenorate 
the 80th. anniversary of the birth of the sculptor Q:Thise 
Paskali. 

Husic 

In December the 22nd song festival of Radio-Television 
was held in Tirana. 

Books 

Arrong new J:ooks published during the period urrler 
review were: 

"The Dictionary of F.ducation"; 
Enver IIoxha: 11\·Torks" Volume 40 , " I·lustaf a Daniri: "The Excurrent Flora of Albania 
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International Cultural Agreements 

In January an agreement for cultural, scientific and 
Erlucational exchange for 1984-85 was signed with Italy. 

In February an agreement on cultural and scientific ex
change was signErl with 'furkey, and a draft programme on 
cultural cooperation for 1984-85 was signed with Yugoslavia. 

SKR'r 

In November: 
17 Nentori (Tirana) won the national championship in 

classical wrestling. 

In February: 
"Dinarro" won the 28th. volleyball cup for men. 

LATE NEHS 

'lhe Albanian government stated on June 19th that on the 
previous day at 11 a.m. an unidentified motorboat with three 
persons on J:oard entered Albanian territorial waters in the 
neighlx>urhocrl of Vrina, caning within 20-30 metres of the 
shore. Albanian cnastguards signalle-J the vessel to stop, 
rut it did not ccmply with the instruction and the i_::atrol 
fired. warning shots. 

On the same day at 1.20 p.m. the same motor teat again 
violated Albanian territorial waters in the same zone, 
caning within 8 metres of the shore. One of the occupants 
came ashore, but returned to the vessel Hhen, after the 
vessel again refused to canply with the C03.stguards' 
instructions, further warning shots were fired. 

On July 3rd. the government issued a further stateclent 
denying stories that had appeared in the French press to the 
effect that the· French citizen Jean-Marie l·Iasselin, whose 
l:xXly had been fourrl off the island of Corfu, had been arr
ested or killed on Albanian territory in this incident •• 
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Albanian Society Meetings 
On April 14th the London and South-Fast Englarrl Branch of 
the Albania held a meeting in London on the subject of "No 
Inflation, No Unemployment: the Econany of Socialist Alban
ia" and a prograrrrne of Albanian songs was presented by the 
Progressive Cultural Asscx::iation. 

On June 2nd the Midlands Branch of the scx::iety held a 
meeting in Birmingham. Bill Bland, Secretary of the Society, 
spoke on "The Trade Unions of Albania", and a video of the 
Albanian feature film "Poppies on the Wall" was screened. 

ADVANCE OOl'ICE 

To comnemorate the 40th anniversary of the Liberaticn of 
Albania and the 72rrl. anniversary of Irrleperrlence, the Alb
anian Scx::iety will be holding a meeting, ~ich will inc~ude 
music and a film, in the Bishopsgate Institute, 230, Bish
opsgate, London EC2 at 3 p.m. on Sunday, November 25th. A 
social will follCM in the evening at the same ackiress. 

DAY SCH<X>L 

In conjunction with the University of Birmingham, the Alban
ian Scx::iety will be holding ir:1 Binningham in.~r a day 
school on Albania. The subJectS coverErl will incltrle the 
history, econany and foreign policy of Albania. Further 
details will be announced later. 
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BX>KS AVAILABLE ma-1 YOUR LJX!AL LIBRARY 

'IWo Albanian books - "A Guide-book to Albanian" (an Albanian 
language [ilrase-l:x.:lok) arrl "The F.arthqua1<e of April 15, 1 979" 
have nt:M been publisherl in Britain by The Albania General 
Trading Co Ltd. 

'Ibis means that you can obtain these books through your 
local library, which will either purchase them for display 
on their shelves after you have returnerl them, or will ob
tain them through the inter-library loan scheme. 

The details you need to give the library are as fol
lCMS: 

Title: A Guide-book to Albanian 
Author: Zef Mazi 
Publisher: The Albania General Trading Co Ltd. 
Date of Publication: June 1984 
Price: £2.25 
I~: 0 947636 00 5 

Title: '!he Earthquake of April 15, 1979 
Author: Fd. Skener Derle 
Publisher: The Albania General Trading Co Ltd. 
Date of Publication: June 1984 
Price: £18.50 
ISBN: 0 947636 01 3 

CXl July 1 st the Cmmittee of the Albanian Society organiserl 
in Lcn:bn a reception for the Secretary of the German-Alban
ian Frierrlship Association, Rudiger Pier, who was passing 
through London. Guests includerl Barbara Pier of the German 
Association, and Lyn and Fred Chary of the US-Albania · 
Frierrlship Association. A very useful exchange of views took · 
place, arrl t;.he evening passerl in a wann and friendly atmos
phere. 

EASIER mMMUNICATION WITH ALBANIA 

As from 1 st 1'19ril, 1984 it has been }.X)Ssible to send tele."< 
r:iessages from 3ritain to Alhania by dialling direct. Pre
viously it was necessary to go through the operator. 'Ibis 
new servio3 relects t.11e increased use for trade purposes of 
tel '3..'< 0eh1een the two countries and is due to pressure fran 
users; sud1 3.S The Albania CR.neral Trading Co Ltd, for an 
improved service. 

'.1he ohotoyraph on the front cover is a. detail 
fr~ the oil pa.in ting "The Metallurgical 

~·:ork.ers: by <;. Ceka 

N,Bl\NI2\I· l LIP'.::: is published by: 
The Albanian Society, 
26, Cambridge Rood, 
Ilford, 
Essex 



Monument at Peza 

ALBANIAN LIFE is published three times a yea~ 

by 

The Albanian Society, 
26, Cambridge Road, 
Ilford, 
Essex, 
IG3 8LU 

Membership of the Albanian Society is open to all 

interested in the People's Socialist Republic 

of Albania and costs £4 per year 
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