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ON THE ROAD THEY HAVE CHOSEN THEMSELVES, THE AL-
BANIAN PEOPLE ARE STRUGGLING WITH DETERMINATION
AND IN A PATRIOTIC SPIRIT TO STRENGTHEN AND HEIGH-
TEN THEIR COUNTRY IN ALL FIELDS, DEVELOPING THEIR
NATIONAL ECONOMY AND CULTURE AT MORE RAPID
RATES AND CEASELESSLY DEEPENING THE PROCESS OF
DEMOCRATIZATION OF THE WHOLE LIFE OF THE COUNTRY.




The strengthemng of the people’s state power
and the improvement of the political system
reznforce democratic developments
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RAMIZ ALIA

THE STRENGTHENING (C
POWER AND THI

OE THE POLITICAL
THE DEMOCRATI(

Report of the Political Bureau to th
( Noveml

Comrades,

This is the fourth meeting of the Central
Committee of the Party within this year. Its
duty is to analyze the course we have followed,
appraise the changes that have taken place and
define the further tasks on the road of socialist
democratization. This meeting will discuss and
decide what is to be done for the perfection
of the political system, in particular, as -the
decisive link that guarantees the healthy pro-
gress of the whole social and economic life of

the country. ) -

t
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Only nine months have gone by since the
9th Plenum, which gave ws a more or less
complete platform of the current developments
and prospects for our society. But many changes
have taken place. We can say that no sphere
of social activity has been left out of the revo-
lutionary measures. Before we take the next
steps on the course of democratization, it is
necessary that we draw the general characte-
ristics of the changes that have been made.

The introduction of the new economic me-
chanism; the enhancement of the role of the

cooperativists’ personal plot after we gave live-
stock and land to the peasants; the reorganiza-
tion of services and handicrafts; the encourage-
ment of cooperativist trade and the opening of
the peasant market and permitting private work
in services; the application of progressive re-
muneration for overfulfilment of work quotas
and the increase of material incentives; the
strengthening of business relations and social
responsibility of the enterprise; the acceptance
and guaranteeing of foreign investments — all
these things constitute a package of measures,
an entire economic reform, which is aimed at
increasing the initiative and the sense of respon-
sibility of production subjects, and a major change
in all structures.

The positive changes we have undertaken in
the relations of production enable us to build
a more scientific economic policy. They constitute
a realistic political and economic program which
we must carry further ahcad. The Party must
work continuously to make it clear.

The new economic mechanism is being tested
at present in about 100 enterprises. At this mo-
ment nearly 7000 services, handicraft, fruit and
vegetable, trade and social catering units are
working on the independent accounting system.
From the increase of and some adjustments to



-

THE PEOPLE’S STATE

low wages the citizens will gain an additional
fund estimated at about 500 million leks a year.
The cooperativist families have three times as
much land and twice as many cattle at their
disposal. Work is going on to set up a bank
specialized in foreign economic relations and
concrete steps are being taken towards entering
new forms of cooperation with foreign firms.

We have made qualitiative improvements,
also, in the domain of social relations. The ap-
pointment of cadres to positions by election in
the collective or by competition; the limiting of
the period of occupancy of the same post for
many positions of responsibility, and of the
mandates of re-election to the supreme organs
of the Party and state; the - creation of the
Ministry of Justice; the establishment of the
service of advocates for citizens from the stage
of interrogation and in court; the amendments
to the legislation which regulate the relations of
citizens with the state better and define their
rights and freedom of conscience; the issuing
of passports to citizens and the intensification
of their contacts with the world, are achieve-
ments of no ordinary importance which have
deepened the processes of democratization.

The free participation of the collective in
the meetings of the basic organizations of the

' IMPROVEMENT
SYSTEM REINFORCE
'DEVELOPMENTS

12th Plenum of the CC of the PLA
r 6, 1990)

Party has placed the activity of the communists
under the control of the masses and has brought
their responsibility into greater evidence. The
collective has become the highest authority with
the right to decide not only on the selection of
cadres, but also on admissions to the higher
schools, the appointment of new cadres, as well
as on the most vital problems of the -citizens.
Now the masses themselves are judges of these
things. .

In the field of law, too, we have proceeded
in a dialectical manner. Development has brought
development. A state newly emerged from the
revolution, poor, and almost constantly under the
pressure of the cold war, was bound to begin
the fulfilment of the rights of citizens with those
which constitute the basis of human dignity
and personality — namely from political and
social equalities. This correct policy of the peo-
ple’s state power ensured work for everyone and
elimination of the exploitation of man by man;
it brought the cultural and educational eman-
cipation of the people and the radical . improve-
ment of their state of health. This policy establi-
shed the equal political status of all citizens
without distinction as to race, region, religion
or nationality, and brought about national unity,
as an indispensable condition for the freedom,
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independence and sovereignty of our homeland.
The achievement of these Lasic rights and free-
doms created the conditions for us to set about
achieving those rights and freedoms, known as
universal rights, at a higher level.

We have taken measures, also, in regard to
improvement of the political system, with the
aim of enhancing the role of elected organs and
the masses of the people. in this field, however.
there is a need for a thorough study to define
more clearly the relations between the Party,
the state organs and the organizations of the
masses, as well as to examine the possibilities
for a more efficient functioning of all the poli-
tical structures of our society. Likewise, it is
necessary to improve the system of elections to
the people’s councils and the People’s Assembly
so that they are further democratized and ensure
the broadest possible representation of various
sections of the people in power. Since this ques-
tion constitutes the main objective of this Ple-
num, I shall dwell on it in greater detail.

As regards our foreign policy, we have aimed
at deeper integration in the Balkan, European
and world processes. To this end we made our
request for participation in the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe as a mem-
ber with full rights, for the official recognition
of the Common Market and more extensive con-
tacts with it; for the normalization of relaiions
with the United States of America and the So-
viet Union, etec. Until now relations with the
Soviet Union have been re-established; tailks on
the normalization of relations with the USA have
been concluded and only the public proclama-
tion by the American administration is expected
The successful conclusion of the Meeting of Bal-
kan Foreign Ministers here, in Tirana, is a con-
firmation of the growing contribution of our
country to the strengthening of cooperation on
a larger scale.

As for the Common Market and the CSCE
there are no new developments until now. It
appears that certain circles and governments are
using their consensus on Albania as a means
of pressure to dictate -various political precepts
and conditions to. our country. Naturally we
have never done and never will do anything
-under anyone’s dictate. Everyone must under-
stand clearly that the Albanian people never have
and never will put their freedom, independence
and national sovereignty up for auction.
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Our stands over problems of foreign policy
respond to the changes that have occurred in
the world. These changes made necessary a more
extensive activization of our diplomacy with the
main objective of safeguarding and strengthening
the freedom of the homeland and making our
victories more secure. ‘

In the future, too, we will consistently follow
the line on which we have decided. At the same
time, we are aware that various forces will try
to hinder the deepening and extension of demo-
cracy and to damage the international image of
the Albanian state. Therefore we must adopt
resolute stands and  courageously defend
the cause of the homeland, the people and so-
cialism. To anyone who tries to damage these
sacred things we will reply with all the means
necessary to defend our free life.

4 : P

The program of the Party is a strategic one,
therefore it cannot be expected to be accompli-
shed in one day or one year. Naturally this does
not justify either procrastination or haste. The
ideo-political preparation of the Party and the
people must be raised to a higher stage. This
becomes even more imperative because, as the
reality shows, the social psychology, the cultural
and technical level of cadres and workers is
inadequate to cope with the requirements arising
from the measures we are taking in various fields.

Experience shows that the practical results
in every field are determined by the degree
of preparation of the Party, the state organs
and the working masses. Let us take the events
of the 2nd of July. The fact is that the decision
to issue passports to citizens was not under-
stood properly and in time, either by those who
had to carry it out or by many working people.
A number of young people rushed into the
foreign embassies without equipping themselves
with the necessary documents, Some of them
were lured by the promise that the outside world
would welcome them with open arms. But they
are learning fast that not paradise, but disillu-
sionment, awaits them there.

Four months have gone by since that event,
but astonishingly, complete and unified rules for
issuing passports have not been established yet;
people go abroad without permission from the
place of employment, they return late, uncon-
cerned that they might lose their jobs, they do
not arrange their travel in such a way as to
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-avoid failing to perform their duties, a thing

which is contrary to the laws, etc.
Misunderstandings arose, also, over the di-

-stribution of livestock and land to the members

of the agricultural cooperatives. The Party
instructed that these questions should be setttled
on a village basis, with the aim of ensuring
fair and orderly action. But in some cases
excessive greed was aroused and there were
attempts to damage the common property and
the cooperative itself.

The party organizations, the state organs,
and the management committees of the coope-
ratives must not be idle onlookers when so-
meone ftries to give directives and decisions a
wrong direction. They must take still- stronger
action when someone tries to damage the com-
mon property and wreck the cooperative. The
whole village must put these elements in their
place by strictly implementing the Statute. The
cooperativist peasantry itself must protect its
gains, its livelihood and its future.

Some individuals mistook the measures we
took for the further democratization of the life
of the country and our society as laxity and
so they gave themselves the right to break
discipline at work, to infringe the rules, to

-encourage anarchy in production, demand ma-
‘terial benefits without increasing productivity

and so on. It is a fact that during the summer
months, especially, there were many absences
from work. The working class, the Party and
the state organs must do more to put an end
to these manifestations. Democracy means order
and work, discipline and culture. There can be
no democracy without production. No one has
the right to commit abuses at the expense of
society.

This experience convinces us that our steps
must be taken cautiously on the road of demo-
cratization and at the proper time, that all our
propaganda for their implementation must be
more active so as to make the ideo-political
content of - these decisions clear to the working

people, while the executive state and economic
- organs must take the necessary technical-orga-
- nizational measures in time. But it must be

strongly emphasized that cautious steps do not
mean slowness and procrastination. In imple-
menting the measures we are taking, more
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- creative initiative, more revolutionary action are

needed.

Without new practices, without a general
psychological and juridical, technical and or-
ganizational preparation, the new concepts about
the economy, about interests, about the relations
between workers-collective-state have no value
whatsoever for society. That is where the party
organizations should begin their work. It seems
a simple task, but it should not be taken 11ght1y,
because the transformation of psychology is the
most difficult to be achieved. The changes in
this field have to do not only with the forma-
tion, conviction and education of people, but
also with their  customs, the way of ordering
their daily work and life, and the tradition
which has been established over decades. A
correct political decision can be taken with the
involvement of the party leadership alone, but
old psychologies and practices cannot be altered

without the involvement of the whole people.

Old conservative mentalities become dange-
rous because they are frequently presented under
a cloak of principles. They leave their mark
and exert a considerable influence on public opi-
nion, because they foster the idea that «we are
making concessions and are deviating from the
line», «abandoning socialism», etc. They see the
new economic mechanism and the decisions in
connection with the cooperativist’ plot, the mea-
sures in the field of social relations and some
steps we have taken in our foreign policy, not
as requirements of the time, connected with the
development of the situation at home and abroad,
but as changes in the strategy of the Party. So,
in effect, the spirit of distrust is fostered and
the value of current developments for the pro-
tection and promotion of the victories achieved
is underrated.

It is clear that for bearers of such views,
the economy, culture, the policy, social life and
everything are unalterable, static, decreed once
and for all. But our Party never has been and
never will be dogmatic. It has triumphed -because,
while remaining loyal to its socialist ideals, it
has known how to respond to the new situations
and conditions, how to be dialectical.

The accomplishment of the tasks we have set
requires a continuous struggle against bureaucra-
cy. Despite the measures that have been and
are being taken, in the state and economic appa-
ratuses there is still much  procrastination and
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many bureaucratic stands. There are many ad-
ministration workers who, far from distinguishing
themselves for initiative and dynamism, hinder
the implementation of the decisions taken. The
organs of the Party and the state must condemn
such attitudes and distance themselves from them.
It is not the state which delays the solution of
problems, it is not the state organs in themselves
that are bureaucratized, but it is some mouldy
officials of the administration who, in their per-
sonal conduct have nothing in common with the
servants of the people, which our officials ought
to to be.

"The program of the Party is impeded and
harmed no less by liberal concepts, the bearers
of which take no account of the conditions of
our country, but are inspired by foreign recipes.
They see.the process of the development of de-
mocracy as a negation of the class struggle; they
‘extend the development of the market and the
operation of the law of value to the point of
impairing the unified functioning of the economy
and take no account of how and where this may
endanger the people’s power or the freedom of
the homeland.

The efforts of all communists and patriots
must be combined in the process the Party
leads, so that we carry forward the decisions
we have taken for democratization. There is and
will be no turning back. We must work with
this conviction. The Party will not' permit us
to remain in outdated positions, but, at the same
~ time, it will never put the freedom and inde-
pendence we have won, the people’s power and
the socialist values, in jeopardy. We will march
forward on the road we have chosen ourselves
and we are convinced that this road will lead
the country towards new victories. ,

Another factor which prevents the process
of the implementation of our program is the
lack of knowledge. The truth is that we are
still paying heavy penalty for ignorance. The
law on private work was issued and the peasant
market permitted. This ought to have been
accompanied with - the establishment of taxes

as an economic factor and a means of control

by the state. But our economic comrades and
those of the Ministry of Finance in particular,
have forgotten to make calculations and are
taking a long time to work out the fiscal aspect
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of the market mechanism. Likewise, there is
inexcusable slowness and hesitation in approa-
ching the contemporary forms of cooperation
with the foreign world. The fact is that the
state organs take a long time to draft the ne-
cessary laws and regulations after the Party and
the People’s Assembly have taken decisions. At
present this is one of the main contradictions
which is hindering the work begun.-

While putting the emphasis on the need to
implement the decisions we have taken, natu-
rally there is also room for reflecting on fur-
ther advances. With the new mechanism of the
economy, the enterprise will take upon itself a
number of social problems which until now have

been tackled mainly or solely by the state.

Within their own competences, on the basis of
unified criteria and according to their economic
strength, enterprises themselves will be able to
resolve such essential problems of labour rela-
tions such as increasing the workers’ income,
employing new work forces, strengthening ma-
terial incentives for innovations and rationali-
zations, etc.

The new mechanism gives enterprises the
possibilities and necessary conditions to make
profits. Each enterprise should give its own
workers the same opportunity. Therefore we
should proceed further towards making the
workers’ wages conditional on the profit of their
work centre. At the same time, the legal con-
ditions must be created to ensure that self-finan-
cing does not remain formal, but is fully ac-
complished not only in value as it is today,
but also in investments, the structure of pro-
duction, foreign currency, etc.

We must inculcate in everyone the convic-
tion that self-financing is an alternative that
can’t lead to profits only, but also to losses. This
depends on the results of the work. The new
economic mechanism is two-sided: for the produ-
cer and for the consumer, for the enterprise and
for the state, for oneself and for the others. In
general, there is a unity of interests in this but
there may also be clashes of interests, especially
if profit is sought not from the increase of pro--
ductivity but from the redistribution of the same
values. R : S .
At present our economy is under the pressure
of three powerful factors: the state with its social
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policy, the people with their ever increasing de-
mands for consumption, and the production enter-
prises and systems, with their needs for invest-
ments and material-technical supplies. These fac-
tors have been and will continue to be nurtured
by the economy in the future, too. The important
thing, however, is to determine the priority and
the level of the fulfilment of their demands as
objectively as possible. In this sense, the self-fi-
nancing regulations have a profound political and
social content, although in appearance they are
simply economic in character.

Fulfilment of the tasks we face requires the
mobilization of all the forces of our society. The
work of the Party must be concentrated on the
question of correct understanding of the mea-
sures and raising the level of mobilization. It

must explain that the reforms which the Party

has undertaken at present in various fields of
social activities are dictated by the present stage
of development. They have been made possible
by the major transformations which have taken
place during these 45 years of people’s power,
by the incomparable advances in all fields, by

the completion of the structure of the economy,.

by the raised level of education. and culture of
the working people, by the emancipation of their
way of thinking and living. They are required
by the further development of the country, the
nzed for technical and technological renewal and
the deepening of the process of the intensifica-
tion of production.

The setting up of a multi-branched economy
from scratch made necessary the centralisation
of sources of accumulation and investments
while their orientation mainly for the renewal
of equipment and technology dictates thé need
to utilize financial revenue to a greater extent,
directly where it is created. A small economy
can be administered ' with effectiveness and in
a centralized way, too, but when its systems
enter independently into multiple relations with
one another, extension of the initiative and of
the possibilities of the base for self-management
is "indispensable.

The present initiatives of the Party have
been impelled, also, by the lessons' we have drawn
and are drawing from the course we have follo-
wed. A look back over the road we have traversed
" strengthens our conviction about the achieve-
ments, but. it also allows us to realise that due
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to lack of experience, historical circumstances,
our insufficient and low level of knowledge, we
have not always hit the mark and chosen the
most advantageous alternativee. We have said
that our Party has not made mistakes in its
line, and this is true when we speak of its
strategic line. But hasty actions and even mista-
kes we have had.

Prompted by the desire to speed up the
steps towards the future, we have applied the
policy of socialization without fully exhausting
the advantages of group ownership in natural
ways, and indeed underrating them. So the coo-
perativist- plot was reduced to the minimum,
while artisan activities on a group or individual

basis were nationalized. In both cases ideological
motives predominated rather than the economic
factors which, as life has proven, were not ripe
for such an action. In the name of planning, the

operation of the law of, value was artificially
restricted and some objective economic categories
like virtual depreciation, self-financing, etc., were
dealt with as burdens of the past on socialism
and as rightist phenomena.

In combating bureaucracy, red-tape and for-
malism, we proclaimed the fiscal system alien,
too, thereby reducing the possibility of society
to exercise its right as owner of the means of

- production to control the incomes of groups and

individuals. Absolutizing the traditional ratios
between means of production and consumer goods,
at various periods we have forced the pace of
investments, especially in heavy industry. The
principle of self-reliance, too, has {frequently
been conceived in a narrow manner in concrete
activities, and the influence of this has been
to restrict our economic cooperation with the
outside world.

Undoubtedly, in some of our shortcomings
and hasty actions we have been influenced also
by many practical solutions of problems of so-
cialism in the Soviet Union, China and other
countries, which were considered universal laws.

Recognition of these defects has long ago

-impelled us to try to correct what we have

not built correctly. However, the events in the
countries of the East also have prompted and
continue to prompt us to reflection. The. ques-
tion arises: has the world historical experience
of socialism, an experience which we ‘have often
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taken as a point of reference in our practice,
been, or is, completely faultless?

In the sixties we tried to find the causes
which favoured the distortion of the system
in the Soviet Union and laid the stress espe-
cially on the bureaucratization of the Soviet
party and state, etc. This enabled us also to
take measures to prevent such phenomena from
occurring in our country.

Apparently, however, this is insufficient. So
the need arises for us to deepen our analysis
in order to draw the maximum lessons and
advantage from the developments in the Soviet
Union and the countries of the East.

On the theoretical plane, too, there are some
problems still open and not fully explained.
They include: the relations of the state organs
with the economy, of the plan with the market,
of conviction with coercion, of the class struggle
with national and popular unity, phenomena
which do not negate one another, but which
evolve in reciprocal interdependence from one
period to another. The theory of socialism is
permanently in development and verification.

We should not be afraid of open discussion
of these problems. A party which instead of
discussing problems prefers to cover them up,
a party without real internal democracy, without
constructive debate, decays and dies. Likewise,
our socialist society cannot develop without free-
dom of thought. Our Party has resolutely mar-
ched on this road and it will continue to do
so. But to ensure that we always have positive
results, requires work and education, patience,
creativeness and militancy.

II

PPN

Without a political order in which demo-
cratic development is a component part, it
would have been impossible for all those direc-
tives and decisions of a profoundly progressive
character bearing on the economy, culture, so-
cial life, legislation and foreign policy to have
been conceived and put into practice. Precisely
because our society has been and is of this
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nature, the Party of Labour has been able to
map out and lead the new phase of the all-
round democratization of the life of the country,
and become the initiator of new reforms.

We have dealt with the role of the political
factor at the present phase on other occasions,

too. As we know, the 8th Plenum of the Central
Committee was devoted especially to the demo-

cratization of the relations of the Party with
the masses. That Plenum forcefully emphasized
the idea that the leading role of the Party in
society is not maintained either with orders or
decrees, but with work, militancy and advanced
thinking.

The Party has won and retained its leading
role since its founding, by devoting all its
activities to the interests of the people, to the
mobilization and organization of the masses in

the Anti-fascist National Liberation War and
the building of the new life, socialism. Our
Party was the only political force which pre-
sented a clear program, which worked out the

ideas and prospects of development of the new
Albania. That is why our people have accepted
and recognised the Party as their leading force,
and consider its line and directives their guide
in every field.

At the present phase the fundamental task
is the further strengthening of the Party
through emancipation of itself, the enlivenment
of democratic debate and dialogue, and the
broad and effective consultation of the opi-

nion of the masses on all the problems and
tasks presented by the time. The democrati-
zation of the life of the Party must include
the communists themselves, who must set the
example with work, not with words, and place
themselves at the head of the democratic pro-
cesses developing in our country. It must in-

clude the organizational structures and appa-
ratus of the Party from the base up, which
must free themselves from erroneous concepts
and practices and not see their work, as often
occurs, as -that of organs. with competences in
all fields. ~ ‘

Precisely because it has been aware of this
danger the Party has always worked to put
its activities under the public judgement of
the masses. A result of this is its resolute
struggle against bureaucracy, its insistence on
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"strengthenmg the militancy and moral quali-
‘ties of the communists, holding open meetings
of the basic organizations, etc. We have dealt
extensively with these aspects of the democra-
tization of the relations of the Party with the
people. 'This struggle is continuing and must
be continued resolutely. But the danger of the
-abuse of power -is avoided "if, in practice, in
the cencrete activity of the Party, correct rela-
tions are established and maintained between
‘it and the other political and state subjects, with
“the: :working class and the working masses in
~general} if it is kept well in mind what the
legitimate prerogatives of the Party are; and
-what: functions belong to it in our social system.

" In 1972, in the speech he delivered in the
Mat - district, Comrade Enver Hoxha stressed the
thesis that the Party does not have unlimited
rights. The communists are the minority, while
“the people are the majority; the Party is the
-part, whereas the masses are the whole, he
‘pointed out in that speech. This thesis, - which
the Party has a duty to analyse and develop
‘further, contains in itself the democratic idea
of dialogue and pluralism of opinion.

What has to be kept well in mind and reso-
lutely applied in practice? The Party must not
;order.;and - eommand, it must.not concentrate in
‘its ‘hands. prerogatives: which belong to other
‘organisms:- It should not and cannot directly
;exercise state power. The competent state organs
-exercise this, in the first place the representative
organs, which are elected by the people them-
.selves. and which, under our Constitution and
Jdaws, are_ the bearers of the sovereignty of the
people and -state. The leadership and strength
of the Party is based on the presentation of
ideas, programs.and prospects of development,
.which, being correct, well-studied and in the
interest of the ‘people, find reflection in all the
act1v1ty of the state.

At present, we proceed mainly from prac-
-tice, from tradition, to determine what the Party
should do, what the state power should be in-
volved in and what appertains to the economic
.organs, :This comes, about, partly, because the
“duties, functions and: attributes of the organisms
which make up the system of the political
‘Jeadership of the country have not been properly
defined by law. Partly, .it comes about, also,
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because instead of requiring each of them to
accomplish its own tasks well and on time, the

-wrong way of usurping- the competences of

others is ‘followed.

The orientations and directives of the Party
establish the principled framework for given
problems or fields. Proceeding from this, the
way is opened to broad discussion, initiative,
and concrete proposals from the communists and
non-communists. This is how democracy, variety
of opinions, pluralism of ideas, and the concrete

‘contribution of every citizen to decisions bear-
‘ing on the fate of the homeland and the funda-

mental ‘problems of its present and future are
expressed.

Pluralism of opinion has been present in
our life in the past, too. The present efforts
of the Party are aimed to ensure a sounder
organizational basis for it. For this purpose we
must transform the existing social organizations
into fully pluralistic subjects, by rebuilding their
links and relations with the Party and the state.
The social organizations should. freely express
their opinions, the opinions of the masses they
assemble, on any problem, whether bearing on
social and economic problems, or the problems
of internal and foreign policy, or any problem
which has to do with the development of the
country. By making them electoral subjects, too,
under the new law that will be adopted, we
create -conditions for the social organizations not
only to express their opinions, but also to
defend them and the interests of the masses
they represent in all the organs of state power,
up to the People’s Assembly, through their
deputies. ' ’ '

Today when our society is involved in a
process of major democratic transformations,
when the social organizations have won great
political maturity and enjoy special authority
among the masses they assemble, an‘y- practice
or mentality which aims at establishing a tute-
lage over them, which treats them simply as
instruments of the Party, becomes restrictive,
therefore it should be resolutely combated and
eradicated. The organizations of the masses, the
Democratic Front, the Trade Unions, the Youth
Union, the Women’s Union, etc., as socio-political
organizations, have their own individuality and
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personality which are closely connected with the
interests and aspirations of the masses they
represent.

An immediate task is to enhance the role
of the organizations of the masses, to emphasise
their individuality and independence. Within the
social organizations the way must be opened to
constructive debate and the free expression of
opinions. The cultured discussion of various
- political and economic problems which concern
‘the country should lead to more rational solu-
tions and the formation of a democratic educa-
tion of people, which is so necessary for the
present developments in our country.

All these problems should be made subjects
of responsible discussion and study. But without
waltmg for the studies to be completed, in the
various political activities ahead of us we must
take measures to adapt ourselves to this spirit.

- 'The Plenum is aware that new elections to
the People’s Assembly must be held soon, be-
cause the mandate of the present legislature
expires at the beginning of February next. year.

The elections could be held in February 1991,

or at another time, as the People’s Assembly
will decide~at the session 1t will hold in a few
days time.

The content of the law on elections has spe-
01a1 importance. Many consultations ‘and discus-
sions on this have been held, with the partici-
pation of productlon workers jurists, represen-
tatives of the Party and social organizations, the
state organs, etc. The general opinion has been
that the new law should reflect better the level
of political development ensured by the present
structures of our social system and further en-
courage the participation and interests of the
masses in the management of state affalrs

.. According to the. draft which the Pre51d1um
of the People’s Assembly has prepared and
which will be presented to the coming session
of the Assembly. for final approval, a. higher
and more effective level of political democracy
than that existing up to now is guaranteed.

It contains all the conditions for every- citizen
to freely exercise his right to elect and be
elected. Under the new law, the secrecy of elec-
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tions is guaranteed not only as a right, a possi-
bility, but also as an obligation.

The fact that the political and social orga-
nizations of the country, such as the Party of
Labour, the Democratic Front, the Youth Union,
the Trade Unions, the Women’s ‘Union, the
Writers’ League and other recognised associa-
tions are declared equal electoral subjects, which
ensures a more pluralistic representation of the
masses in the organs of state power,. speaks of
the deepening of the people’s . democracy. Each
of them has the right to present its own candi-
date in every electoral zone. The law gives .no
organization a preferential place, and this applies
to the Party of Labour and the Democratic
Front, too. The preference will be determined
by the electors directly through their votes. A]l
this will make possible a complete renewal of
the legislative power in Albania. The new eélec-
tions to the People’s Assembly will be, at the
same time, a practical verification of the autho-
rity of each political and social organization.

The draft-law envisages and sanctions the
presentation of more than one candidate .for
each centre or electoral zone, giving the citizéns
the right to decide freely before they go. to -the
ballot box. According to our tradition, the elec-
tors are- recognised the right to propose  their
candidates directly, too, at people’s meetings
without it being necessary for them to be pre-
sented by any organization recognised by..law.
On the other hand; for the first time any. citi-
zen is recognised the right to presentshis own
candidature, if- he wants to, of course, after
fulfilling certain conditions - enwvisaged by -the
law which have to do, in -the- first place, -with
the character and aims of his program, which
must be in conformity with the national“interests.

The degree of development of democracy is
measured by the possibilities .the individual has
to freely express his opinions, in ‘the conditions
that are guaranteed to him for that purpose.

* Our country has its own experience and tra-
ditions. With us democracy has been and' is
realized through all the many- subjects which
exist in our political system,. through the Party
of Labour, but also through the organizations
of the masses and various - -associations,
through' economic organizations, such as the
agricultural cooperatives, but also through large
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and small assemblies, village discussions of poli-

tical, economic, social and other problems.
Now we are taking a new very great step

forward. By increasing the number of electoral

subjects, giving the social organizations the pos-

sibility to present their candidates for deputies,
by recognising to every citizen the right to
come out as an independent candidate, as well
as retaining the tradition that the electors also
propose their candidates for deputies directly,
at people’s assemblies, really full conditions. are
created for the extension and application of
democracy.

All the comrades are acquainted with the
draft-law, which has been published in the press.
I believe that the Plenum of the Central Com-
mittee will support it, convinced that the new
People’s Assembly which will come out of the
elections will be a clear expression of the demo-

cratic tendencies and culture of our people. The
present electoral draft-law, being a platform of
new democratic transformations in the field of
the political system, will speed up the processes
which the Party is leading and create new
conditions for favourable developments in all
fields. We must aim to ensure that the forth-
coming electoral campaign leads to strengthen-
ing the popular character of the state power;
that it brings about a thorough-going transfor-
mation which will respond to the transforma-
tions we have mapped out in the economy, cul-
ture and other fields.

In order to strengthen the work of the state
it is also necessary to take concrete measures
to put the relations between the elected and
executive organs and the apparatuses on a new
basis. Although the need for enhancing the role
of the representative organs and ensuring their
effective priority over the executive organs has
been repeatedly emphasized, it cannot be said
that this objective has been achieved.

"~ The need is felt for further enhancing the
role of the People’s Assembly as the supreme
organ of state power in our country. The main
direction of the work of the Assembly must be
the intensification of its legislative activity, which
is relatively restricted today, because the over-
whelming majority of the normative acts, espe-
cially those issued in the form of decrees, are
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discussed and approved by the Presidium. Like-
wise, the need has been felt for a broader acti-
vation of the permanent commissions and an
enhancement of their role, as well as for the
strengthening of the Assembly itself, increasing
its competences over the entire activity of the
government. The method of work of the Assem-
bly, as well as a clearer definition of the position
and function of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, as the collective presidency of the
state, must be studied and find expression in
decisions, laws and special regulations.

Besides these things, measures must be taken
also to overcome those practices which have led
to the restriction of the role of representative
organs as compared to that of executive organs
and their apparatuses, both at the centre and at
the base. For this it is necessary to re-examine
the question of competences with a greater sense
of responsibility especially with a view to guaran-
teeing the integrity of the people’s councils at
the base, protecting their competences from inter-
ference by higher organs, and, indeed, from in-
terference by administrative and economic organs.

The Party, the organs of state power and all
social opinion have become conscious of the
need to put all their activity on a fully defined
legal basis. In other words, this means that we
must strengthen the juridical state in all aspects.
The law is above all. There is no instruction,
decision, order or authority above the law. The
law may be inadequate or contain mistakes.
Such shortcomings, which can be corrected, must
not leave the way open to orders, arbitrarity
or subijectivism, phenomena which breed injus-
tice and chaos and cause grave social harm.

On the other hand, for the juridical state
to function normally it is necessary that state
activity be carried out only by the authorized
state organs., whether elected or appointed for
that purpose. Our societv must fullv respect the
exclusiveness of rights and competences recog-
nised by law to the leading organs.

While stressing the need for the strengthe-
ning of the juridical base of the activities of
the state, we must point out that in general,
laws are not lacking in our society, but they
must be adapted to the new conditions and,
above all, must be known by the people, so as
to make it possible for them to fully exercise
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their control. Those norms and regulating acts
which define the responsibilities and rights of state
organs, and which remain in office drawers or
in closed circles impede this control. Experience
shows that the exceeding of rights has been
less frequent where the competences have been
made publicly known.

A very important question which we must
discuss at this meeting of the Plenum of the
Central Committee is the need for some changes
which must be made to the fundamental law
of the state, the Constitution. This has to do
‘with several factors. First of all, it is linked
with the developments our country has under-
gone and will undergo in the future, with the
objective transformations which are taking place
in the fields of the economy, culture and policy,
with the improvement and extension of demo-
cracy in all fields of state activity and social life.

Our experience: in the period since the ap-
proval of the existing Constitution leads us to
the conclusion that most of the norms sanctio-
ned by it have been useful and proved correct.
They have contributed to the advance of
the socialist construction of the country. While
fixing the fundamental achievements of our
social order up till that time, they looked for-
ward to the future, and that is why they are
valid to this day. At the same time, however,
it must be said that some norms of this Cons-
titution have not justified themselves and no
longer conform to the requirements of our
development.

The amendments to the Constitution are also
dictated by the evolution of the international
situation. The need for extended cooperation with
the world; broader participation in wvarious re-
gional, European and world political processes;
the increase in the number of agreements and
the expansion of economic exchanges; participa-
tion in wvarious international organizations which
bind our country to certain political and juridical
commitments, require adaptation of the respective
Articles of the Constitution to contemporary de-
velopments.

It is necessary to formulate some new provi-
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sions in the Constitution or supplement the
existing ones in order to more clearly define the
questions which have to do with the state and
social organization, with the relations between
the organs of power and those of the adminis-
tration, between the state and economic activity,
etc. Likewise, it is necessary to reformulate
those provisions which we have changed by
special laws. Such are the Articles on credits
and joint companies, as well as those on the
freedoms and rights of citizens, etc.

The need for changes to the Constitution
must be presented to the People’s Assembly,
which has the right to decide on such a ques-
tion. Of course, it will appoint a special com-
mission to formulate the necessary amend-
ments, so that the new Constitution with the
respective changes is put forward for approval
at one of the first sessions of the new Assembly
which will emerge from the elections of Fe-
bruary next year.

The commission which will deal with the

-amendments to the Constitution will face many

problems. The masses of the people will also
discuss these problems. At this meeting of the
Central Committee I would like to express some
ideas at least on three questions:

1. On the leading role of the Party. This
has been and remains a question of special im-
portance for the development of the country
on the socialist road. That is why we have
always worked and will work in this direction.

However, this cannot be achieved either
through orders or the force of law. We are all
witnesses to the fact that both in the past and

at present, our Party has secured its leading
role and great political and social influence

among the people, not through legal norms but
in practice through its struggle, work, self-sa-

crifice and loyalty to the interests of the people
and the homeland. The leading role of the
Party responded to our actual reality. In fact
our first Constitution had no article which juri-
dically sanctioned the status of the Party, but
that did not prevent it from playing an indis-

putably leading role in our society for decades
on end.
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We said above that we must consolidate the
rule of law. This not only does not negate, but
on the contrary consolidates the leading role
of the Party in our society, because the laws
on whicl the entire activity of the state organs
rests are a synthesis of the policy of the Party.

Therefore, the new Constitution may amend
the Article which defines the Party as «the sole
leading political force of the state»> In more
correctly defining the leading role of the Party
in our society, we must also consider the tradi-
tion and the originality of the development of
our country. Both in the war for national libe-
ration and throughout the whole period of
major transformations, the Party has been and
is a political subject which has always
represented the most active, progressive and
patriotic forces, the ones most closely linked
with the interests of the people and the home-
land. Consequently, the new Constitution must
reflect this status of the Party, which with its
program and line, with its work for the edu-

cation and mobilization of the masses and for

strengthening the unity of the people, is the
fundamental support of the state in its work
for the prosperity and progress of the Homeland.

Along with this, the Constitution must also

define the status of the mass and social organi-
zations.

2. By special law we have decided to allow -

foreign investments and cooperation with firms
of foreign capital. This necessitates the chang-
ing of Article 28 of the present Constitution.

The aim of this Article has been and remains
to make it impossible for anyone to rob our
country of its freedom and independence, to
put it in chains, to violate the sovereignty of
the people over their natural assets. This is a
sacred aim which we must safeguard in the
future, too.

‘Therefore, while amending this article, we
must bear in mind that, cooperavion with foreign
firms, the financing of projects or acceptance
of credits, must take place only if they are
not accompanied with political conditions and do
not encroach on the sovereignty of the people
and the freedom of the Homeland. This must
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be expressly pointed out in the re-formulation
of- this Article.

3. Another important question which the
Central Committee could discuss is the precise
definition in the Constitution of the stand to-
wards religion. From the very beginning our
people’s state has been secular, i.e. separated
from the church. As a concept we have adhered
to the idea of the men of the Renaissance that
the religion of the Albanians is Albania, putting
the questio;—‘of national unity foremost. This
stand has been and remains correct. However,
the Constitution of 1976 has some formulations
which go as far as to declare atheism a state
norm. This is a violation of the freedom of
conscience, because, just as everyone has a right
to be an atheist, no one should be prohibited
from believing.

In the changes that we made to our legisla-
tion, we deal with the question of holding a

- religious belief or not as a question of individual

conscience. But Articles 37 and 55 of the exi-
sting Constitution prohibit the existence of reli-
gious institutions, which as is E;lown, were
closed down with the desire and on the initia-
tive of the masses, the youth in particular. This
is a contradiction which must be overcome,

proceeding from the principle that it is the
people who must decide such questions. We
cannot oppose the circles and the opinion which
are for the closure of religious institutions, just
as we must not ignore those which might want
to open them. In any case, let the people decide,
just as they have done until now.

The precise definition of this stand in the
Constitution does not mean that the communists
and the others must abandon their atheism and

their right to conduct atheist propaganda. The
right to conduct atheist propaganda is as demo-

cratic as the right of those who want to believe.

In putting forward the above-mentioned
questions which have to do with perfecting the
political system, I would like to stress that these
problems call for special attention. A great deal
of explanatory and convincing work must be
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carried out by the Party and various organiza-
tions; continuous education is needed so that
every decision is understood correctly, and haste,
passions and anarchy are avoided.

Care, of course, does not mean slowness and
standing still, or what is worse retreat. Care
means explanation, organization and revolutio-
nary action to implement the directives of the
Party. We must advance step by step, always
looking ahead. Having achieved the first objec-
tives, we must prepare to reach other new
objectives. We must not go too far ahead of
the masses of working people, or so slowly
that we lag behind them. Both cases are fraught
with dangers which may result in grave conse-
quences for the people, the freedom and inde-
pendence of the homeland and socialism.

We must not forget that the basis of success
is linked with the economic situation, with pro-
gress in this field, with the results in procduc-
tion. Neither democracy nor universal righte
can be achieved without the necessary economic
base. Therefore, the higher the results of pro-
duction, the better the fulfilment of plans, the
more intensive and disciplined the productive
activity, the stronger the homeland will be,
and the more the democratization of life will
advance.

That is why at this moment we must take
at least a hasty glance at the situation and the
development of the economy. We are close to
the end of the year and the whole five-year
plan, we are on the eve of the full implemen-
tation of the new economic mechanism. _

If we are to make a full characterization
of the present economic situation of the country,
we must admit that it is on the brink of a siate
of emergency. All the main indices of the eco-
nomy are below the level of last year, with the
exception of the fund of wages and the circula-
tion of retail goods. In order to avoid a debit
balance in the state budget, a thing which has
never occurred in our finances, we were obliged
to reduce investments and other expenditure by
hundreds of millions of leks. A psychological
climate has been created, even in our own
propaganda, when everybody speaks about and
calculates what be will gain himself from the
application of the new regulations, but there
are very few people who rack their brains about
how to increase production for society.

The question is not to find the causes when
everyone can see clearly that the economic
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results of this year are poor. The drought had
its impact, it caused the energy crisis, great
damage to agriculture and heavy losses in
foreign trade. This factor operates outside our
will, just as other factors do, such as the delays
and obstacles often raised by foreigners for poli-
tical motives, etc. The question is what are we
doing, how are we working, at what rates,
with what mobilization and organization, how
are we responding to the conditions which have
been created? It must be said that in work
centres and in the countryside there is demobili-
zation, to put it mildly, there is lack of disci-
pline and inexcusable liberalism. Why should
these entirely subjective shortcomings and
weaknesses be added to the objective difficulties?
What are the state and economic organs doing, :
why don’t they strengthen their control, why
don’t they strictly apply the law and the Labour
Code in cases of breaches of discipline, etc?

Why do the party committees look on? At
these moments the party and the mass organi-
zations must intensify their work for the mobi-
lization of people to change the various processes
and tendencies of the economic development in
a positive direction. Every worker, in town and
countryside, must understand clearly that the
progress of the country depends on our work
and our work alone. Nothing comes about auto-

matically or as a gift from anyone.

Therefore, we must mobilize all our forces
to improve our work in every sector. Besides
the traditional factors which favour ~the impro-
vement of things, the freedom of self-action in
enterprises, the business spirit, profit-sharing
among workers, as well as the other possibilities
offered by the levers of the new mechanism
must assume the concrete economic expression
of their superiority in production and in services.

The Central Committee of the Party must
express ' its sense of responsibility for this situa-
tion by getting down to work with a new drive
and confidence in our own forces. This example,
the militant commitment of all communists, will
be the most effective call and leadership for
the accomplishment of the present tasks and
putting into practice the decisions of the 12th
Plenum. The economic problems are merging
more with political problems in our reality,
therefore we must follow them up and solve
them as a whole.

Long live the Party!
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Distinguished Messrs. Ministers,

The meeting of the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Balkan countries in Tirana gives
me the pleasure to convey to you my best greetings
and wish you success in your work and most
fruitful results.

I would like to express my hope and confidence
that this meeting of senior government represen-
tatives of the Balkans will render its contribution
to the further rapprochement and friendship of
our peoples and countries, to enhanced coopera-
tion among them and to the strengthening of
peace and security in general in such a sensitive
and delicate region as the Balkans.

The Tirana Meeting takes place two years
after the Belgrade meeting and after a great
number of intergovernmental activities at various
levels and by different sectors, among many go-
vernment and public institutions and personalities.

All this work that has been done with the
good will of all participants, with a sincere desire
of all parties, constitutes a source of encourage-
ment and a sound basis for further progress.

It is a noble task of great responsibility before
our countries and peoples to consolidate and
materialize this desire and constructive spirit with
the conclusion of concrete programs that would
further extend and step up the process of Bal-
kan cooperation.

The positive changes that are currently taking
place in international relations, have also led to
a favourable atmosphere for the advance of the
process of bilateral and multilateral cooperation
in our region. :

The essential thing is that there is a growing
conviction and confidence that the many contra-

dictions among various countries cannot be solved
through policies and practices of confrontation,
armaments race and total opposition, that the best
way of overcoming them is the establishment of all-
round cooperation and integration on the basis of
understanding and confidence among the peoples.

This concept is useful especially for the adjust-
ment and reconstructing of relations among the
Balkan countries, which unfortunately are still
loaded by the legacy of their history, which is
as glorious as it is tragic.

I belive that we, the Balkan peoples, just as
we are aware of the good traditions that testify
to friendship and fraternal cooperation, are also
aware of the quarrels and tensions in our region,
which rise from inherited unsolved problems.
However, if the roots of these problems go deep
into history, this does not mean that it will take
just as leng to change the situation and enhance
the climate of confidence.

In a world which is rapidly changing, the
past does not help us to advance with the neces-
sary speed. Liberation from the shackles of old
mentalities is an imperative of our time. Cer-
tainly, this cannot be achieved without efforts
and strong political will. But the objective towards
which we should advance is to foster the interests
of our pecples, of friendship and peace, security
and progress among them.

A new vision is needed not only for the pro-
motion of the process of Balkan cooperation, bat
also for its role in the European cooperation,
too. Establishment of peace and security space
in the Balkans would be, if not a condition, a
factor of major importance for security in Europe,
the creation of an all-European basis for coopera-
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tion, and, in general, for the estabhshment of
understandmg and confidence among the peoples
of our continent.

With their political stands and practlcal acti-

vities, the Balkan peoples have proved that they
desire to be not only an integral part of future
Europe, but also an active force building it.
Proceeding from this conviction, Albania has
pointed out that for a stable, harmonious and
secure co-existence to be achieved in Euro“p_ef,
general security of the states and peoples that
make it up is necessary. However, .in our opinion,
if this is not accompanied with broad economic
cooperation to the benefit of all, true security is
hardly possible.

It is known that Europe owes much to the
Balkans. Certamly, we, the Balkan peoples, have
our faults for our relative backwardness in many
fields. However, the Europeans are not blameless,
either. It should be believed that they, whether
in the West or in the East, understand that they
have much to do towards our peoples.

Hence, our countries growing awareness of
their commeon interests which finds its best ex-
pression in the consolidation and advancement
of the_,Balkan process, is also an indispensable
necessity for equal partnership. with the other
nations of the Europe of tomorrow.

In the Balkans there are many problems among
its nations, which hamper such rapprochement
and cooperation as the modern times require.
I do not want to exaggerate, nor doI want to
be pessimistic, but life has shown that any delay
in the solution of these problems entails the
evil of thexr further deepening and exacerbation.
So it is up to us to make bold and cope with

them, no matter how difficult the first steps
may seem. Let us sit down and discuss in a cons-
tructive manner and look forward to the future.

We must struggle for an open, sincere and
friendly dialogue over any problem - and any
confhct without exception. Let us overcome obstac-
les through greater cooperation, emphasizing. com-
mon interests and struggling for their defense.
With the. changes that are. takmg place in Europe
now, new common interests are emerging for
our countries. We ‘could not exploit them to the
full, were we. to act separately.. They. represent
another subject of discussion to cope with the
challenges of the time and to coordinate efforts.

I would like to express my eonfidence that
the Balkan countrles have all the p0551b111t1es from
now on to march in one rank and in step with
the -other countries. and regions of Europe, and
to make their contribution to the -security and
advance of the whole continent.

Therefore, let us concentrate all our energies
and the dynamism, traditions and creativeness of
our peoples in a positive direction, let us channel
them into the progressive currents of our time for
the lofty and sacred cause of the defense of peace
and security for all, of the strengthemng of freedom

‘and the improvement of the well- -being of all.

Honoured Ministers for Foreign Affairs, along
with the hope. that your meeting will make a
valuable contribution on the attainment of these’
lofty aims, allow me to assure you ' that the
People’s Socialist R/epubllc of Albania is deter-._
mined to make all. possible efforts for. the streng-:
thening and further advance - of - the- process - of
Balkar cooperatlon, as an mtegral part of Euro—‘

: pean cooperatmn.

L D




THE CONFERENCE
OF THE MINISTERS
FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE BALKAN COUNTRIES

The Meeting of the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of
the Balkan countries was held from 24th to the 25th
of October in one of the halls of the Palace of Con-
gresses in Tirana. The meeting was attended by the dele-
gation of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, headed
by the minister for Foreign Affairs, Lyuben Gotsev;
the delegation of the Hellenic Republic, headed by
the minister for Foreign Affairs, Antonis Samaras; the
delegation of Romania, headed by the minister for Foreign
Affairs, Adrian Nastase; the delegation of the Republic
of Turkey, headed by the minister for Foreign Affairs,
Ahmet Kurtsebe Alptemocin; the delegation of the So-
cialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, headed by
the Federal Secretary for Foreign Affairs, Budimir
Lonéar; and the delegation of the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania, headed by the minister for Foreign
Affairs, Reis Malile.

Present at the opening session was also the President
of the Presidium of the People’s .Assembly of the
People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, the chairman of the Council of Ministers, Adil
Carcani, and other party and state leaders.

In the hall of the Palace of Congresses, Comrade
Ramiz Alia met the foreign journalists who had come
to report on this important Balkan activity and wished
them success in their work.

At the hall of the. Palace of Congresses, Comrade
Ramiz Alia met and greeted the ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the Balkan countries. «We are for friendship
and that is why we have gathered here today,» he
said. «We are predisposed {o .be friends with one
another. Our countries have been here for centuries,
and it is no one’s intention to displace the other. We
have much to do, but from what I can see we are
all optimistic. The times give us the right to be opti-
mistic. But much depends also on the people. This is
up to us. We must be agreed on it. I hope that this
meeting will be in the interest of all our countries.
The Balkans is a point of major importance and this
is true not only for foday, it has been like this
in the history over the centuries. The road of history
have met here, from the East and the West, from
far and near. Therefore, the more united the peoples
of the Balkans are, the better it will be, especially in
the present world with all the processes of integra-
tion and .cooperation among the peoples. All these
factors demand that the Balkans, too, should be a

positive factor in this integration process. We have
the possibilities and the desire for if.»

The meeting was declared open by the Foreign
Minister of the PSR of Albania, Reis Malile.
~ The President of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia, greeted the meeting
of the ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan
countries.

In the full session, the foreign ministers of the
Balkan wunanimously = elected the Albanian minister
for Foreign Affairs Reis Malile, chairman of the meeting.

After approving the agenda, the floor was taken by
the minister for foreign Affairs of the PR of Bulgaria,
Lyubzn Gotsev,

Among other things he said: My country has irrever-
sibly embarked upon the road of democratization and
I would like to assure you that it will strictly observe
the status quo in Europe and on the Balkans and
will be a firm opponent to any territorial or other
claims violating the interests of any State. We, of
course, expect the same approach from our partners.

The Bulgarian Foreign Minister gave an assessment
of the Balkan activities since the ministerial Meeting
in Belgrade. I would like to stress that the regional
forms of cooperation have started acquiring special
importance. Their very essence and objectives help to
further consolidate and enrich the positive trends of
development of the CSCE process. We consider that
the future of our multinational cooperation lies in its
integration in.an unified Europe and in the final run
as an- inseparable part of the CSCE process.

. The hitherto established mechanism for Balkan
cooperation is open and has real possibilities for self-
development. Taking into account, however, the headway
made by the CSCE process, the different regional forms
of cooperation taking shape on the Continent and the
need for a better organization and coordination of the
Balkan cooperation in all its dimensions, we consider
that its serious institutionalization is expedient.

Proceeding from the experience of other international
organizations, the Bulgarian delegation proposes that a
Permanent Balkan Secretariat be set up. If the other
Balkan countries share our view, it will be a great
honour for Bulgaria to become a- permanent host to
such an institution.

With a view to consolidating the mechanism of Bal-
kan cooperation, I would like to express Bulgaria’s
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readiness to host the Third Follow-up Meeting of the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs. In our view it could be
held in the fall of 1991.

In this connection we embrace the idea for drafting
of a document on principles of good-neighbourliness
between the Balkan countries. It would be a concrete
contribution to the political aspect of our cooperation.

At the same time our country would like to propose that
a meeting of the defence ministers of the Balkan States
be held in the first half of 1991, in Sofia.

We hope, he said in conclusion, that the first meeting
on humanitarian dimensions of the Balkan cooperatfon
which is due to take place in Sofia, will reaffirm the
readiness of all Balkan States to approach the humani-

tarian issues and those related to the eultural and.

informational exchange in keeping in pace with the
trends and standards of the CSCE process.

In his speech the Greek minister for Foreign Affairs
Antonis Samaras, expressed his belief that the present
meeting will further promote Balkan cooperation and
strengthen the ties among our countries for the benefit
of the peoples of our region and of Europe as a whole.
We are all aware of course, he said, of the impact that
the Balkan cooperation process has already had, not
only in terms of concrete results but also, more impor-
tantly, in reinforcing our belief in the value and useful-
nes of such an exercise.

What is, therefore, required is the mext decisive step.
By that I mean the will of us six to institutionalize the
Balkan Cooperation. )

The Foreign Minister of Greece gave a review of the
results already achieved in the various fields of Balkan
cooperation, since the first meeting of the six Foreign
Ministers in Belgrade

He mentioned three important meetings at ministerial
level in the field of economic, trade and industrial
cooperation.

Allow me to reiterate, he pointed out, that the CSCE
process, in which we are all members or observers,
includes as a major element among its prime targets,
the protection of the environment in the greater Medite-
rranean region, thus opening parallel important mecha-
nism of cooperation. Having in mind the tragic events
of Chernobyl, I would like to bring to your attention
the real threat that the existence of nuclear plants in
our region constitutes for the environment

The Greek Foreign Minister welcomed the results
achieved by the 1st Meeting of the Ministers of Energy
of the Balkan countries held in Tirana, the expansion
of cooperation in combatting terrorism and {llicit drugs
and arms trafficking, ete.

. He pointed out the commitment of his country to
the establishment of the Research Institute for Balkan
Economic Cooperation in Athens.

Let me also refer to our proposal for the materiali-
2ation of contacts .among our respective Parliaments by
creating Parliamentary -groups of Balkan friendship and
multilateral cooperation, said the Greek Foreign Minister.
Convinced that in this way our Parliaments will be

5 (114), 1990 e 19

directly involved in the Balkan process, we hope that
these groups will be soon created.

As to the Albanian proposal to draw up and adopt
the principles of good mneighbourliness in the Balkans,
we believe that bold mew initiatives should be under-
taken to create an atmosphere of peace, confidence and
Security in the region. This is of paramount importance
in view of the fact that the Balkan sub-region is also
affected by the impact of the tremendous changes taking
shape in Eastern and Central Europe. In this respect,
we propose that a meeting of experts should be con-
vened to draft a document which would adopt confi-
dence-building measures along with principles regula-
ting good meighbourly relations. Such a document should
reflect similar undertakings and principles of the CSCE
process, adapted to conditions in the South Eastern
Europe.

In other words, the Greek Foreign Minister continued,
the ten principles of the CSCE are the political Guide-
Charter, which represent the new European spirit. Those
ten freedoms that constitute the whole philosophy of
the Helsinki process are directly linked to peace, security
and full respect for human rights of all peoples and of
all national, ethnic, religious and other mmorit{es where-
ver they exist in our region.

We are here, the Foreign Minister of Romania, Adrian
Nastase, said, in the beautiful Capital of Albania, to
lay the grounds for a new partnership in the Balkans.

-A requirement of our times is co-operation in eco-
nomy, Sscience, techmology, trade, culture and other
spheres directly relating to human progress. In fact,
most of Balkan meetings and activities after the Belgrade
Conference were devoted to these subjects.

The Romanian Foreign Minister pointed out the specifie
proposal of his country concerning the development of
Balkan co-operation in the fields of informatics and
communications, the creation of a data bank in agri-
culture and of an institute for medical studies and
research, more effective utilization of the mountains
resources, small and wmedium-size enterprises.

We also believe that attention should be given to
the establishment of a set of measures for the streng-
thening of confidence between Balkan states, which
could go beyond the measures agreed wupon at the
general — European level.

Confidence-building measures in the Balkans could
also include the development of military contacts, such
as meetings of defence ministers and or chiefs of staff,
as well as contacts in the fields of military educanon,
including student exchanges.

Finally, in the same area of confidence, it would
be useful to agree on a system of procedure for the
prevention and settlement of disputes and tensions
between the states of the region.

In this spirit, the Romanian Foreign Minister pro-
posed that a code of co-operation of the Balkan states
of ethnical and national minority issues be worked out.

An efficient co-operation between states in this field
could be supported by the establishment of a Balkam
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‘Reseatrch” and Documentation Institute on ethnical and
nattonal mmonty issues capable of offering governments
data and “facts conccrnmg the real polmcal economic,
'soCtal and cultural situation "of persons belongmg to
irical’ and nationdl minorities, and recommending
sdlutmns to Be adopted at gouernmental level.

: Potntzng ‘out the need to ensure a certain ‘periodicity

nf meetmns at -various levels of decision-making factors

) from B’alkan states Nastase said that as far as the

meetmgs of forezgn mtmsters are concerned, we welcome
the readzness of our countnes to hold such meetings
at s’torter mtervals once a year.

We note wzth satzsfactton that there is a convergence
of -uews in javour of holding a first meeting of the
heads of state or government of our countries. Romania
would be honoured to host such a Conference.

The Foreign Minister of Turkey, Ahmet Kuricebe
Alptemocln, said in his speech: It is our sincere wish
that this meetmg constitute a new phase in the process
of Balkan cooperatzon I am personally convinced that
the chances are greater this tzme to achive more tangible
results in, the period ahead.

It is our hope, the Turkish Foreign Minister pointed
out, that this Second Meeting of Foreign Ministers
will mark the beginning of a new phase during which
the Balkan cooperation will gain momentum enabling
i_/sv to achieve concrete results. At this juncture, we
considered the idea of convening, follwing adequate
nreparations, of a Summit Conference of the Balkan
corntries, In‘calse our assessment 1is shared by all
others, Turkey would be willing and ready to host in
1992 the first Balkan Summit Conference. Another pro-
nosal was that of holding the Forelgn Ministers Meeting
on annual basis.

" Smeaking  about the need for closer cooperation in
narious flelds of the cconomy and trade, the Turkish
queign Minister. pronosed that an Economic Committee,
composed of Balkan Minister of Foreign Trade Economuy,
he established. Such n committee would meet once
a wyear in one of the Cdpitals of Balkan countries on
rotational basis.

Turkeu proposes “the establishment of a Balcan Deve-
lobment Bank which should provide loans to individual
nrojects as well ‘as to those projects jointly developed
by the Balcan countries. to cope with the financial
challenges currently facing - us.

'A The Tu'rklsh Foreign Minister devoted particular
attentwn to e:tabl:shmg direct contacts between private
enterpnses ‘and” organizations, of the Balkan countries.
Consequently, foundmg a  Joint Balkan Chambers of
Commerce dand Industry, may constitute a step forward
m this field.

“The  Government: of Turkey also attaches great
importance to the development of cultural relations
thiong ‘the “Balkan countries, which are vital for culti-
vatmg mutual understanding and fr:endship among the
peoples of- the teglon. :

F'utu‘re cooperatton in this potenttal area could cover
emergency health and relief assistance in natural disasters,
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preventive medicine, training and exchange programmes,

‘closer contacts between Red Cross societies and so on.
And, as follow-up to the decision reached at the

‘Belgrade meeting in June 1989, @ further meetind of

experts could be held to discuss possibilities of enhanced
cooperation among the Balkan countries in the field
of combating terrorism and illicit arms trafficking.

Many important developments have taken “place in
the Balkans, even' more in Europe, in a rather short
period of time, from Belgrade, two and a half years
ago,  to Tirana today. The changed environment. and
the new circumstances should give a new meaning to
our discussions here and ' affect our decisions, said
the Yugosiav secretary for Foreign Affairs, Budimir
Lonéar. We have committed ourselves to better under-
standing and cooperation as the main levers of inter-
Balkanic relations. We will make progress only if we
manage to «Europeanize» our ‘Balkan disadvantages, but
‘many advantages as well.

In- making a great leap forward Europe increasingly
Sees itself as one and whole. This includes the Balkans
and’ every other region. Europe cannot and must not
go' back. This equally binds all of us. As a country
with “four- Balkan mneighbours, Yugoslavia looks uvon
Balkan cooperation as one of the best ways to promote
good-neighbourly relations ‘and other goals, principles
and standards of the CSCE, and the ongoing positive
processes in Europe and in the world. For ‘the sime
réason’ we .are committed to the Medtterranean and
the Pentagonal cooperation .

" We have stepped into the field of security and
conficence building measures, cooperation in combating
terrorism, drug ahd arms trafficking. Still we have not,
I believe, covered the whole spectrum of possibilities.

" Budimir Lon&ar pointed out that Yugoslavia is com-
mitted to the implementation of all agreements reached
at previous meetings: to the cooperation among the
chambers of commerce and industry and to the establi-
shment of a Balkan Chamber of Commerce; to the co-
operation in arbitration; to organizing general and specia-
lized fairs; to the cooperation -in finance and banking;

' to-the joint industrial production in free trade zones;

to the expansion of trade in border areas; to simplifying
formalities in commodity exchange and industrial coopera-
tion; to'long-term forms of cooperation in trade, industry,
construction. and consultaney services. :

- We are. fully committed to. dialogue and cooperation
as the most powerful means of international cooperation
today. We see the prospect of the Balkan cooperation
in its .relative autonomy and, in. its integration in Eu-
ropean trends and the CSCE. |

We consider it of wital interest to all Balkan states
and nations that the political, economic, legal, and even
psychological wall which has long separated the Balkans
from the rest of Europe be pulled doion. That is, inter
alia, a price to pay for :}ommg the current European
trends and certatnly a common obllgatton to apply
more good will, tolerance and determination to ﬂndlng
soluttons to the existing problems and promotlng eo-
operation “in the Balkans.” -~ i
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Speaking about the problem of minorities, he said
that national and minority problems in Europe have
to be dealt with according to the generally accepted
standards of human rights and freedoms, recognized in
the Helsinki and Copenhagen documents.

Finally, let’s not forget that regional cooperation
proves to be one of the most effective ways for buil-
ding a mew Europe.

We in the Balkans, not only can, but must open
up mew wvistas.

We know from experience that good results are
possible if we have adequate and efficient political
mechanisms and permanent channels of communication.

Therefore, I propose regular meetings of Ministers
of Foreign Affairs to be held at least once a year.
These should be working, brief meetings following the
European opattern. The problems we face both in our
bilateral relations and in multilateral cooperation, evi-
dently call for such practice. It might eventually bring
about a Balkan summit meeting.

From the speech of the Minister for Foreign Affairs
of the PSRA, Reis Malile

Distinguished colleagues,

It is an honour and pleasure for me to once more

bid you welcome to the capital city of our country, -

where we are opening today the Meeting of the Mi-
nisters for Foreign Affairs of the Balkan states. I
express my conviction that ‘this meeting will make
possible a fruitful exchange of views and ideas on
the progress of Balkan cooperation hitherto, and on
the opportunities and ways' to further enrich and con-
solidate it. ‘ .

The period that has elapsed since the Belgrade Meeting
to date, described as the first phase of this process,
hailed by the peoples of the Balkans, has rather had
an exploratory character, to seek the fields of and
promote co-operation wherever it is truly possible. Our
judgement is that this Meeting’s duty is to work out
the guideliness and ways in order to concretize and
carry co-operation to a qualitatively new stage. To this
end, it is understandable that painstaking, concerted
efforts and a broader vision which responds to contem-
borary developments are required.

The many inter-Balkan meetings and activities at
a ministerial, high officials or experts level in the
political, economic, scientific and other fields have paved

the way for a regional dialogue of unprecedented dimen-
slon.

Worthy of mention are, especially, the meeting of
High Officials of the Foreign Ministries held during
this period in all the Balkan capitals, the meetings
of the Ministers of Transport, the Economy or Foreign
Trade, of experts on ecological problems and tourism,
etc. Though they brought about only modest results,
the important fact is that we got together and discussed
problems of mutual concern and interest, trying to
gradually create that spirit of understanding and confi-
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dence that opens the way for fruitful co-operation. The
process of inter-Balkan co-operation is, step by step,
taking shape as a new element of our region’s politics
which ensures the crumbling of old or new, real or
artificial, barriers impeding the rapprochement of our
peoples and countries.

If by virtue of history and geography the Balkan
peoples have shared mutual interests and been united,
the contemporary developments in our continent render
this rapprochement and co-operation among our peoples
and countries even more indispensable today. The
Balkans cannot be conceived as separated from Europe
just as it cannot be leff outside its trends in general,
because this region bears a specific weight on the
European balance and has a significant geo-political
position.

The interests of our peoples, peace and progress call
for the overcoming of the bitter legacy of the past,
The time has already corroborated that political dialogue
represents the best course to overcome and settle pro-
blems, no matter how difficult they might be. In the
case of our region, this dialogue is being intensitied
and associated with a concrete co-operation imbuing it
with substance.

A new concept on European security is taking shape
in Europe, aiming at freeing it from the spirit of blocs
and confrontation and ensuring security for all through
the democratization processes and close co-operation in
order to build a European structure where each and
every state, people and country of the continent can,
while preserﬁng its national physiognomy, live in har-
mony, understanding and security with others. An idea
is steadily gaining ground everyday that the develop-
ment of all from the economic point of view, an all-
sided, most varied co-operation lead to genuine security,
just like security and fruitful co-operation imply obser-
vance of the legitimate right of the states to be inde-
pendent, sovereign and equal. Security, co-operation and
development call for the harmonization of the speciftic
and general interests.

The CSCE process, which is moving fowards its
institutionalization, has turned into a reference point In
the current European processes. We hope that this instu-
tionalization that will be carried out in the Paris
Summit will lay stable foundations for the security and
peace in Europe and the world.

The new situations created in Europe benefit and
provide space for Balkan co-operation, ensuring its
natural connection with the CSCE. Conceiving the Bal-
kans as an integral part of Europe implies that the
tranquility, security and devzlopment of this region
depend, to a considerable degree, on the situation in
Europe. Similarly, a peaceful and stable Balkans directly
benefits Europe as a whole and the Mediterranean.

The advantages offered by regional co-operation should
be utilized to the maximum and, at the same fime,
be coordinated and harmonized with those of other
regions. Building concrete relationshpis with the
European Community and other economic bodies on a
regional scale and further atield creates new, even bigger
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