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.‘ OUR SCHOOLS HAVE TRAINED ABOUT 80.000 HIGHE

CADRES, THAT IS ONE IN 38 INHABITANTS; WH
400.000 PEOPLE HAVE COMPLETED SECONDARY SCHOOLS
THAT IS ONE IN 7-8 INHABITANTS. UNDER THE PRESENT
PROGRAM, BY THE YEAR 2000, THIS KIND OF EDUCATION
WILL PRACTICALLY INCLUDE THE WHOLE POPULATION
OF. THIS SCHOOL-AGE.

Mosaic on the facade of the Museum of National History in Tirana;
it is the work of the group of painters Vilson Kilica (People’s Painter),
Anastas Kostandini, Agim Nebiu, Justin Droboniku and Aleksandér
Filipi. It evokes the wars and efforts of the Albanian pecple in the

" centuries for the defence of the freedom and independence of the
Homeland.
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ALBANIA-AN AC
IN WORLD DEMO¢

COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA’S ADDR
GENERAL ASSE]

Mr. President,

It is a special pleasure for me to take the floor
and-speak before this Session of the General As-
sembly, which is held on the 45th anniversary of
the founding of the United Nations. Likewise, it
is an honour for me to warmly congratulate you
upon your election to the high post of the Presi-
dent of the UN General Assembly, and wish you
success in fulfilling this noble task.

We have come to this important meeting with

-the desire to contribute, within our possibilities, to

the strengthening of the spirit of international
co-operation, and the safeguarding of peace and
security for all countries and peoples, big or
small.

The year which has elapsed since the me-
eting of the previous General Assembly was rep-
lete with events which at times have been ho-
peful and at times threatening. However, they
have resulted in the hope that at last, on the eve
of 2l1st century, reason, not force, is leading

mankind to the solution of conflicts, to co-ope- -

ration and not to confrontation, to understanding
and not to distrust.

It is very encouraging that, despite many dif-
ficulties, the concept is affirming itself that the
security of the peoples and nations can be real
and permanent only if general security is establi-
shed for all, and that political détente can have
a solid basis only if the gap of unequal economic
development among various countries is narro-
wed down, and if the poorer countries are assisted
to embark on the road of modern development
and the utilisation of the material and spiritual
values of our time. -

Certainly, various political, ideological, eco-
nomic and social conflicts have not ceased see-
thing, nor have the causes and factors which have
given rise to them been eliminated. Nevertheless,

the important thing is that a general consensus

is being created that international problems can-
not be solved, nor can threats and dangers to pe-
ace and general security be eliminated through
old concepts and methods.

We would like to consider the process of the
easing of tension, if it is crystallized and further
affirmed, with the active participation of the
whole international community, not only a major
achievement, but also a fundamental positive cha-
nge in the building of new international relations.

In our view, what is happening in Europe
and has taken the name of the process of secu- -
rity and co-operation in Europe is going along
in that direction. Europe, the situation on this
continent, and relations among its nations and
peoples have been, at least up to this day, the
source of the majority of positive or negative de-
velopments in the world

The hotbeds of the major conflicts which then
set the whole world afire had their source here,

the same as the origins of major political, ideologi-
cal and cultural currents which have predominated
over the centuries.. From the great European

wars, with all their suffering and superhuman
sacrifices, the reflection of all European tragedies,
illusions and dissillusions, bold and noble initiatives
have emerged so that the peoples and nations of
Europe may live in peace and friendship among
themselves. ]

Mine is a small country. The Albanian people,
hewever, are among the most ancient inhabitants
of the European continent. During the thousands
of years of their existence, they have never at-
tacked anybody, never provoked any aggressive
war, never threatened or encroached upon the secu-
rity of their neighbours. On the contrary, they ha-
ve gone through fire and flames to preserve their .
existence and assist others. George Kastrioti-Skan-
derbeg, our National Hero of the 15 century, has



been and remains the symbol of the rilliant
fighter for the defence, not only of his cwn peo-
ple, but also the first champion of European huma-
nism and civilisation.

History, has not caressed the Albanian peo-
ple, either in ancient or in modern times. But

it has also taught them that, for their freedom,
independence, national sovereignty, originality
and identity to be protected, they must boldly
fight and oppose any attempt at their infringement,

just as it has taught. them that they must
support and back wup all international actions and

initiatives that contribute to the strengthe-
ning of peace and general security.

We have proceeded from this necessity, this
reality and this aim when we have opposed the
policies of military blocs and divisions into
spheres of influence, closed markets and neo-co-
lonialist policies, the armaments race and, in ge-

neral, the policies of interference, arbitrariness
and dictate.

We have been and continue to be for the de-
mocratisation of international relations so that
the voice of all countries is listened to and rec-
koned with. It is true that the great powers ha-
ve special responsibilities for the maintenance and
strengthening of peace. This, however, does not
give them the right to dictate and impose peace
according to their particular interests and poli-
tical and ideological criteria. The norms of inter-
national relations, the position of states in their
relations to one another, and the maintenance
of peace must be the fruit of the thought, expe-

rience and contribution of the whole international
community and the consensus of all the peoples.

In this context, we cannot fail to evaluate and
consider as promising the changes that have ta-

ken place in the relations between the United Sta-

tes of America and the Soviet Union, the agre-
ements they have concluded on disarmament and,

[VE PARTICIPANT
ATIC PROCESSES

IS TO THE 45th SESSION OF THE
JLY OF THE UNO

(September 28, 1990)

in general, the way they consider mutual and
general security. If détente between the two
superpowers were to become global and extended
to other fields, apart from that of armaments,
this would be to the benefit of everybody.

Nevertheless, in the situation we find our-
selves now, we cannot say -that the policies and
practices produced by the bloc concepts have
been overcome. Worse still, the arrogance ins-
pired by the policy of strength, which is reflec-
ted in the continuation of attempts at imposing
various models, standards and schemes of poli-
tical or social developments on others has not
been overcome, either. Life has shown that pres-
sure to make them compulsory for every coun-
try has led to conflicts from which the world
is suffering to this day.

Mr. President,

Albania has followed with keen attention and
hailed without hesitation the democratic proces-
ses that are developing in Europe today. We con-
sider the process of the CSCE, which our coun-
try has already joined by participating in a
number of its activities, as being of particular im-
portance, and this not only for Europe.

The Albanian people have at all times and in
all epochs shared the fate of the peoples of this
continent. Precisely for this reason Albania fe-

els itself an active participant in' the processes
that are unfolding in Europe. It looks forward

with interest to the Paris Summit which, proce-
eding from the basic Helsinki Acts and other
CSCE, documents, will decide its institutionalisa-
tion, R
Albania, which would like to be a full par-
ticipant in the Paris Summit, will work in the .
spirit of the obligations deriving- from it. All the
efforts, initiatives or ideas which are aimed at
liquidating the division of Europe into blocs and
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spheres of influence or other forms inherited from
the past, while respecting the freedom, indepen-
dence and sovereignty of every people and co-

untry, have the unreserved support of our coun-
try. Any propesal for and step towards the ea-

sing of tension, the strengthening of peace through

dialogue and understanding, in complete equity.

and mutual respect, and any decision or sugges-
tion contributing to the defense of human rights
and national and demccratic freedoms will also
have our full support.

The changes that are taking place at present

in Central and Eastern Europe, the complex and
still undefined situations that are being created
in this wide region, and the new and varied dif-

ferences that are emerging, of which one does not
know what forms they will assume and what forms

they will bring about, call for serious and wise
reflection and actions on the part of all and every-

body. Exaltation of democracy and human rights
alone cannot be the magic key to the solution of

the major, indeed we would say, dramatic pro-
blems of those countries. It is an evident fact

that in some countries this exaltation is leading to
anarchy, decline and degradation of political, so-

cial and economic life, and conflicts and clashes
with characteristics of a civil war.

Just as the whole world, so the European co-
untries, 'too, stand at different levels of economic,
social and other fields of development, which are
the result of their different historical roads of
development and which, all taken together ha-
ve also determined and conditioned the way of
their political life.

It would be desirable for all the European co-
untries to be at the same economic, political, cul-
tural level, etc. However, in our opinion, this le-
vel cannot be attained, and contradictions and
conflicts cannot be eliminated only by giving ad-
vice, no matter how wise it may be.

" Life has shown that without the development
of all countries in the economic field, without

fruitful co-operation which creates. possibilities
of advance for others, too, and without establishing
sincere and equal relations among states, which

exclude prejudices and interference in internal af-
fairs of any kind, no genuine security can be
achieved, nor can democratic progressive and per-
manent community of the European peoples be
created in that way.

Changes in Europe led also to the reunifica-
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tion of Germany, which eliminated one of the acute
problems that have dominated the European poli-
tical stage over the last 45 years. The right of the

German nation to be reunited is a right that can-
not be denied. The solution of such problems as
that of the unification of Germany on the peace-
ful road is a good example also for coping with
other problems of this kind which history has
left for us to solve. They also greatly contribute to
the democratisation of international relations, the
strengthening of peace and security, and the cre-
ation of conditions for sincere and constructive
co-operation among the peoples.

Albania wishes sincerely that united Germany,
which represents a great economic and political
power, will constitute a factor of peace and stability
in Europe and further afield and serve the creation
of a better future for our old continent.

In the context of the process of FEuropean

- vo-operation and security, regional co-operation

is also assuming particular importance. Such is
also the process of Balkan co-operation, to which
Albania attaches special importance and exerts
all her efforts to make the maximum contribu-
tion to its advancement and success. We think and
are fully convinced that this process contributes
not only to the strengthening of security and co-
operation in this very sensitive region, but also
directly serves the cause of peace and stability in
Europe and the Mediterranean.

However, the Balkans has also its specific pro-
blems, which have caused its lagging behind in
many respects and hamper its joining in the Eu-

ropean currents and becoming an integrating fac-
tor of our continent.

The fundamental problem, or rather say, the
source of all conflicts, squabbles and hatred among
the Balkan states during this century, has been
that of national minorities. It is high time, and
the democratic processes taking place in Europe
and the whole world call for it, that the Bal-

kan countries tackle this problem with wisdom,

realism and objectiveness. However complicated
and difficult it might appear, if they set them-
selves the aim of transforming the minorities from
an apple of discord into a bridge for communica-
tion and co-operation, then the ways and means
to settle this problem can be found. ;
As far as Albania is concerned, it has the go-
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od will and is ready to make its contribution to
the advancement of Balkan co-operation on a
democratic road so that it serves the vital inte-
rests of the peoples of this peninsula.

One of the more acute and more disquieting
problems in the Balkans today is that of the
Albanians in Yugoslavia, towards whom the Go-
vernment of Serbia is pursuing an open policy
of genocide, something which has been affirmed
also at many international forums and brought
to the knowledge of world opinion.

In Kosova and other regions in Yugoslavia
where Albanians live, such crimes are being com-
mitted that would have been monstrous in the dark
Middle Ages. The main point is not merely that
the Albanians are not recognised only the standard
human rights. It is already known by all that
they are violated in the most barbaric way. The ba-
sic thing is that the Albanians are denied their
right to exist, their right to live. The illegal dis-
solution of the Assembly of Kosova by Serbia, the
occupation of the Radio and Television centre, the
banning of the Albanian press, the dismissal of
thousands of Albanians and their replacement by
Serbs, are clear expressions of the intentions of
the Serbian official authorities to solve the prob-
lem of the Albanians through violence and terror
and not through dialogue.

The international community cannot and should
not be indifferent towards this situation. The more
so Europe which, having drawn up the map of

the Balkans at the outset of this century, has
not only the moral but also the historical respon-
sibility for the martyrdom of Albanians in Yugos-
lavia,

The Albanians in Yugoslavia, who represent
the oldest autochthonous population among all the
peoples of this state and who occupy third place
in population number among the nations which
make up Yugoslavia, who for centuries have been
living on their soil and on a compact territory,
are demanding no more rights than the Serbs, the
Slovenians, the Croatians or the Macedonians ha-

ve. However, they will not accept anything less.
~ They want to be equal subjects with all the other
nations Yugoslavia is composed of.

The Albanians are demanding recognition of
their right to self-determination. They want to li-
ve in a Yugoslav federation or confederation if the
other nations stand for these forms of government.

4 (113), 1990 » 5

The right to self-determination of nations is
one of the greatest rights mankind has won, that
is why it is sanctioned in the UN Charter and has
actually been transformed into one of the basic
principles of the democratic processes which .are
taking place in Europe and the world.

As far as Albania is concerned, it is for re-
lations of good neighbourliness with Yugoslavia,
for a broader and all-round co-operation with it,
We will strive in this direction in the future, too,
and wish that reason and wisdom prevail in the

‘settlement of the Kosova problem, so that Serbia

does not turn it into a conflict that would pose
a threat to peace and security not onkly in Yu-
goslavia but also in the Balkans and beyond.

The Albanian people have always sincerely
wished to live in -friendship with all the neigh-
bouring peoples. Albania’s good relations with
Yugoslavia, Greece, Italy, as well as with other
countries, and the closest possible co-operation on
the basis of mutual respect and benefit, consitutes
one of the fundamental strategic directions of our
foreign policy. '

Mr. President,

In this marked anniversary of the founding
of the United Nations Organisation, along with
our best wishes for its strengthening and advance-
ment, Albania would like to reiterate its commit-
ment to the UN and its Charter, and its support
for the activities it carries on to the benefit of
beace, security and international co-operation.

Our respect for and appraisal of the UN
Charter stems from the fact that it carries a de-
mocratic ideal about regulating international re-
lations, an ideal that reflects the tragic experi-
ence of the devastating wars which swept over
Europe and the whole world in the course
of this century, and in particular, the struggle of
the peoples, the Albanian people included, against
fascism.

The UN Charter and its correct implementa-
tion, we hold, is the best instrument to protect
and harmonise the interest of sovereign states and
peoples, and the whole world community. If we

are going to abide by this Charter, the different
conflicts flaring up could be settled in a
a peaceful way and to the benefit of the sides

concerned, as well as to the benefit of general
peace and security. .
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We maintain that the significance of the Uni-
ted Nations is further enhanced at the present
time when many problems, like disarmament, pro-

tection of the environment, war against drug traf-
ficking, backwardness in economic development
of many countries, protection of children, develop-
ment of education, science and technology, have
been turned into global issues which can hardly
be settled with the individual efforts of one state
or group of states; they can be settled only with
the contribution of all the international com-
munity. The United Nations can do much in these
directions. It represents the most suitable place
where ideas can and should be thrashed out, ini-
tiatives taken, ete.

The UN has rightly devoted particular attention
to economic problems, assistance to revive the
economy of poor countries, encouragement of
their progress, easing their debt burden — a con-
sequence of neo-colonialist expansion and the ar-
maments race. We hail the initiatives that have
been taken in these directions, such as the North-
-South dialogue, etc., while maintaining that the
big industrialised countries, which enriched them-
selves also with the sweat and toil of the peoples
of Africa, Latin America, Asia, have many ob-
ligations towards them.

The steps that have already been taken towards
easing of tension and solving many regional con-
flicts, as well as the efforts that are being made
to settle many international issues preoccupying
the world have created an atmosphere which gi-
ves rise to hope for the whole mankind. However,
events like Iraq’s aggression on Kuwait spoil this
atmosphere and raise obstacles to this positive pro-
cess.

Albania has condemned the Iraqi aggresion on
and annexation of Kuwait. It has demanded the im-
mediate withdrawal of the Iraqi troops from Kuwait
and respect of the freedom and national indepen-
dence of this sovereign and peaceful state. Were
it not condemned, Iraq’s aggression would consti-
tute a dangerous precedent.

Iraq should observe the UN resolutlons and
the well-wishing and constructive suggestions of
the Arab states and put an end to its adventure.
Withdrawal from Kuwait would be to the benefit
not only of Iraq itself, but the whole Arab cause,
which it claims to defend and support.

The international community has adopted a
correct stand towards the Iraqi aggression. These
events should not however, become an excuse
for leaving aside the Palestinian problem, the
right of Palestinians to have their own Homeland
and state. The international community should
not forget this right, the fulfillment of which
is the key to the settlement of Middle East con-
fliets. Current events in the Middle East, unfa-
vourable as they are, should serve as an encoura-
gement in this direction.

ALBANIA TODAY

Mr. President,

The Albanian people are working resolutely to
build a better life for themselves. The path they
choose by their free will and desire, brought them
freedom and national independence and extricated
them, within four decades, from backwardness to
modern life. The transformations that have taken
place in Albania are in sharp contrast, like day to
night, with the past. This is not a figure of spe-
ech, but a reality for everyone to see,

This big advance called for sacrifices and im-
posed on us many privations' in many directions.
The more so when one bears in mind that our
development was carried out in fierce struggle ag-
ainst the backwardness inherited from the past,
as well as against interference by external forces.
Hardly has any other country suffered more than
Albania from the cold war. Anger, pressure, threats
and blockades, at times from the East and at other
times from the West, have swept, almost constantly,
this tiny country on the shores of the Adriatic.
And we do feel their consequences to this day, just
as not infrequently we feel their revival.

Our’ country has actually embarked on a new
stage of its development. We have to utilise with
greater efficiency the material resources our coun-
try is rich in. This requires up-to-date technolo-
gy, knowledgeable and emancipated people, it
calls for the promotion of creative initiative -and
the extension of co-operation with other countries.
Our people are working in all these directions.

What we call deepening of democracy through
the enhancement of the role of masses represents
a broad process of changes and transformation that
is embracing all sectors — the economy, politics,
social relations within the country and foreign
relations, etc. We do not follow this policy either
because it is in vogue, because someone is im-
posing it on us, or proceeding from tactical mo-
tives. It is a necessity of development and meets

_the needs of the country. That is why it is un-

derstood and well received by our people. It re-
presents a fundamental component of our socia-
list ideal about the building of a fair and democra-
tic society in which every citizen lives on his
own sweat and toil, free and respected, on the ba-
sis of his contribution to the development and
progress of his country.

Mr. President,

Wishing the proceedings of this Session of
the United Nations General Assembly most fruit-
ful work to the benefit of peace, I would like to
assure you that my country will not spare its en-
deavours for the attainment of this lofty aim.

i

Thank you.
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ALBANIA HAS
CHILDREN T

ONSIDERED
E MOST

PRIVILEGED PART OF THE

POPULATION FOR WHOM

SOCIETY AND THE FAMILY
DO A GREAT DEAL

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE PRESIDIUM OF THE PEOPLE’S
ASSEMBLY OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA, RAMIZ ALIA, ADDRESSED TO
THE WORLD SUMMIT ON CHILDREN

Albania sincerely hails the World Summit on
Children, who are the future of mankind. This
meeting is a clear expression of the will to bring
about an improvement of the situation.

In the last decades, the condition of children
has changed in a number of countries; there have
been perceptible achievements in the prevention of
diseases, the reduction of illiteracy, the improve-
ment of nutrition, schooling, ete. Everybody re-
joice at the lowering of infant mortality and the
extension of life-expectancy. This indicates what
mankind is in a position to do today. However,
we are also witnesses of grave facts and situations
which arouse great concern and which come
about as a result of pronounced discrepancies and
constrasts existing between the industrialized and
the developing countries. Not everywhere do chil-
dren enjoy the fruits of the technological revolu-
tion. Indeed, we often come up against a polari-
zation between children of the various sirata of
the population, a great part of whom live close to
plenty, but in poverty.

It is a bitter fact, which nevertheless, must be
admitted, that in many countries of the world
children, the sapplings of mankind, every minute
have to cope with poverty, the degradation of the
natural and social environment, and the violation
of elementary rights, including the right to exis-
tence. UNICEF figures which illustrate the reality
of children living in absolute poverty, dying of
mainly preventable diseases, unable to attend scho-
ol, etc, are shattering. Let us not forget that chil-
dren have been and continue to be the first vie-

tims of armed conflicts, natural calamities and fa- f
mily dramas.

Proceeding from the premise that the future of
the country tomorrow depends on the way chil-
dren are brought up today, Albania has considered
children the most privileged part of the population
for whom society and the family do a great deal.
In Albania, a small country which inherited from
the past only poverty and backwardness, with a
population which at present is three times that
of forty-five years ago and has an average age of
27 years, life expectancy has reached to 72.4 years
in 1989 as against 38.3 years it was in 1938.

Ever better protection of children and fulfil-
ment of their requirements, both sanctioned by
law and ever better implemented in practice, has
had and continues to have special importance. Alba-
nia has signed the Convention on the protection
of the rights of the child, this important document
of the UNO, which determines the more urgent
needs, the fundamental rights, freedoms and as-
pirations of the child to a better life.

Albania supports the efforts of the UNO for
encouraging the development of children, their
well-being and their rights. Its aims in the field
of children’s life for the year 2000 deserve at-
tention and support. Achievement of them calls for
correct, effective and humane policies.

It is a noble work to be involved in building
a better present and future for our children. So
let their happiness be our ideal, and let us join
our efforts for the achievement of this lofty and
humane aim.
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COMRADE RAMI:

From June 6-7, "présided by the 1st Secretary of the Central Committee of the Party, the 11th
Plenum of the Central Committee of the Party held its proceedings with the following agenda:

1. Report on the perfection of the - educational

of the school.

system and the further qualitative strengthening

2. Information about the implementation of the decisions of the 10th Plenum of the CC of the

PLA.

3. Account on the further improvement of the organization and the raising of the level of ser-

vices in artisan production and trade.
4. Miscellaneous.

| The debate about the first point of the agenda of the meeting was held with the participation of me-
mbers and deputy-members of the CC of the Party, as well as guests, including teachers and educa-

tional specialists, working people

from the sectors of culture, science and the economy, leading cad-

res of the Party and the State in the districts and the centre leaders of mass orga-nizatio:ns and othe'!'s.
Many contributions were made to the discussion of the report prepared by the Educational Commis-

sion at the Political Bureau of the CC of the Party, «On the perfection of the

educational system and

the further qualitative strengthening of the school», which was submitted by the Minister of Educati-

on, Skénder Gjinushi.

At the end of the discussion, comrade Ramiz Alia took the floor and spoke about the problems
arising from the need for perfecting the educational system.

Comrades,

.1, too, am in agreement with the report which

the minister of education, Comrade Skénder

Gjinushi, presented to us, with the _problems it
raises and the proposals it makes about various
aspects of the development of the people’s edu-
cation and our school. Likewise, I am in agree-
ment with the contributions to the discussion
which have been made at this meeting. On be-
half of the Central Committee of the Party I want,
especially, to thank the invited cadres and ex-
perts who, with their valuable ideas and sug-
gestions, have contributed to the clarification of
problems which were raised.

: In education, as in all other fields, the Party,
and our people .have accomplished great historic
transformations. In the past 45 years, an unpre-
cedented revolution has been carried out in the
field of education. This is a clear indication of
the vitality of our socialist order, which opens
horizons and creates possibilities for the masses
to be equipped with knowledge, education and
culture,

)

Throughout the whole 45-year period since
Liberation, in education we have had to accom-
plish three fundamental tasks which remain vi-
tal to this day.

first, to create a school system with all the
necessary levels from pre-school to post-graduate
education;

second, to build a school which is new in its
content and methods of teaching and education,
and which aims to accomplish an all-sided har-
monious education with a socialist and national
spirit;

third, to give the school a truly modern charac-
ter on the scientific pedagogical plane, too.

Our educational, school and pedagogical de-
velopments have been wide-ranging and com-
plex. A special feature of this complexity lies
in the fact that these three major lines have not
proceeded and do not proceed one after the
other, or separately from one another. They have

alternated, with the first one and then the other
taking priority. This is what will occur in the fu-
ture, too.

Our people’s education and socialist school ha-
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ve played the role of a powerful weapon in the
struggle for the all-round progress of the country
and, especially, for the cultural progress and spi-
ritual formation of new generations. But the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha have taught
us that we must look ahead without neglecting
the problems which are accumulated, even those
which have just emerged, and that we must stri-
ve to anticipate new phenomena. This stand is

especially important for education and the scho-
ol, which, while working for the present, are
working even more for the future.

From this stand-point, as the report and the
discussion of it pointed out, it seems that the time
has come to take the measures which are propo-
sed, so that we raise the level of the school in
conformity with the requirements of the time.
The spirit of the 9th and 10th Plenums must
pervade the school and education, too.

Many of the problems proposed to be solved
are of a very vital character, not only from
an educational and pedagogical stand-point, but
also from the social stand-point. Thus, let us take
the rapid development of secondary education. We
must examine some aspects of it with a critical
eye, :

For some time we have given priority to vo-

cational secondary education, while in the cou_ii-' ‘

tryside, secondary agricultural education is pre-
dominant, However, it turns out that most of our
vocational schools, especially the agricultural ones,
emands that some corrections
must be made. It seems to me that the structure
proposed for the vocational schooling is more ra-
tional, more progressive. Of special importance
is the creation of technical secondary schools for
the training mainly of workers with a high level of
technical qualification and modern specialization
or as we call them, middle technicians. At pre-
sent, production probably has greater need for
these than it has for engineers. Likewise, another
valuable proposal is the creation of a type of uni-
fied secondary school in the countryside, where
a solid, general education will be imparted with

an emphasis on agriculture, but which ensures an

E CC OF THE PARTY

all-round preparation for work and for higher
schooling. This is a step forward not only of an
educational and pedagogical character, but also
of a cultural and social character, in general.
Another problem, which is difficult so solve
completely at the moment, is that of admissions
to university. At present, and for some conside-
rable time to come, too, we will not be in a posi-
tion to fulfil all the requests for admission to
higher school. Of course, the organs of education
must see and find various possibilities and ways
to increase the contingents of students in higher
schools. This alternative must not be denied to
the youth. The existing possibilities and those
that will be created step by step must be uti-
lized to the maximum to increase the new admis-
sions beginning from next year, drawing the big-
gest possible contingents into higher schooling,
both full-time and that by the correspondence
system. However, it must be borne in mind that

. this problem is connected with factors which ha-

ve to do with material and technical possibilities.

Another obstacle has to do with quality, At
present, the students who complete the sec_:ondalfy
schools do not have the necessary cultural bag-
gage to enable them to cope with the require-
ments of the higher school, which must not sim-
ply award diplomas, but must train capable and

- cultured experts. The maintenance of thq quality .

of higher education, indeed, the continuous I4i-
sing of its level, is of decisive importance for the
future of the country. - '

We have achieved 8-year schooling for all, but
it must be strengthened from all aspects and, es-
pecially, from the qualitative one. It must be re-
lieved of many unnecessary and excessive things,
just as the effectiveness and productivity of its
work must be enhanced.

We have many problems to solve, also, in re-
gard to the content and methods of teaching and
education. The principle of the linking of the les-
sons with productive labour and physical and mi-
litary education has been applied in the school.
In practice, however, a number of difficulties ha-
ve emerged. Educationalists, the youth and the
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public see that in the implementation of this
idea there are unnecessary repetitions and waste
of time. Then there is no reason why we should
not make the necessary and reasonable correcti-
ons to this without relinquishing the aims of
solving these problems in more fundamental wa-
ys in the future.

In raising such matters, I want to point out
that what we are working on is a new educatio-
nal reform in the full sense of the term. The set-

“ting up of unified, secondary compulsory general
education in itself is a lofty reforming act for
the educational system. This is especially so when
secondary education of all types is conceived
‘on a new higher level.

The changes we are making in education are
linked with the new problems of the time which
the Party has raised for the further revolutioniza-
tion and democratization of the life of the coun-
try. In this context, a major problem is how we
are to make the education of the younger gene-
ration more vigorous and vital, more militant
and creative. Another major problem is how to
ensure that socialist democracy penetrates bro-
adly and concretely into the life of the school.

The strengthening of the all-round communist
education of the younger generation remains our
main aim. We presented this task long ago, and
we have achieved considerable’ successes. Our so-

cialist school has played and is playing its role in

the sound situation of our ‘youth.

- Nevertheless, we still have many shortcomings
and defects in the formation of our youth. The
formation of a free democratic opinion on a so-
und revolutionary basis must be conceived in close
connection with the deepening of the socialist de-
mocracy in the life of the whole country and of
the school itself. Our children and youth must
be taught to communicate freely and naturally,
courageously and without hesitation. The school,
as a traditionally humane and democratic institu-
tion, and especially, our socialist - school, must
teach and educate them to be free, active,
and revolutionary subjects of the teaching and
educational process. :

I cannot fail to stress here the major role of
the Youth Organization in this process of the fur-
ther revolutionization and democratization of
school life. The youth has been and is a great
progressive force, an ardent fighter for the new.
Its potential and energy are inexhaustible. This
role it has is obvious. It becomes more important
today when we have entered a stage of new, in-
tensive, and revolutionary social developments.
In the schools this youthful potential demands
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wider vistas, and freer fields of action in all the
components of school life. This must find ex-
pression, first of all, in the lessons, but also in the
special educational activities, in the vocational
practice and productive Iabour, in physical and mi-
litary training, and in every useful social activity,
without ever forgetting cultural and artistic ac-
tivities, and activities in physical culture and
sport, which temper and entertain the youth. Our
school and student youth have the legitimate
right to live a rich life with a healthy content
and with a variety of forms.

The front of our work and struggle in educa-
tion is very broad. Therefore, we all must at-
tend to the work to accomplish the tasks that we
have discussed, to carry the development of our

people’s education ‘ceaselessly forward and to
raise the level of the schoql work from all aspects.

Now I want to say sometliing about the po-
litical situation. ) » o ‘

Comrades,

The progress of the country and the guarantee
of the freedom of the people demand that today
all of us are on our guard and vigilant. We must
pay close attention to the situation all round us
and, especially, to the . current policies which
certain forces are pursuing towards Albania. .

_ While we observe with satisfaction that in-
ternational public generally has a proper appreci-
ation of the recent measures. we have taken for
the further democratization of the country and be-
lieves that Albania will advance in this direction
according to its own specific conditions, we no-
tice that there are other forces which want to hin-
der us in this development, to alter its direction,
and to lead us up a blind alley with no future.

The worst of it is that thése forces have
now found some support, conscious or- otherwi-
se; within the country, and this was -expressed
clearly in' the recent events in front of foreign
embassies in Tirana. S

We brought out the law on the provision of
passports for all citizens who request such a thing,
This is a completely democratic measure which has
been welcomed by our whole people. But imme-

diately, certain individuals, without reading the

law thoroughly, began to force their way into the
foreign embassies. It is natural to ask: Why did

- such an influx into the foreign embassies hap-

pen, when the doors are open for anyone who
wants to go abroad?
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1t is clear that this is an effort to create dis-
trust towards the law and the measures that have
been taken and will be taken on the course of
democratization, which the Party itself has cho-
sen and is determined to follow to the end. Of
course, the people who seek asylum in foreign
embassies are neither patriotic nor honest citizens
of this country. Nothing ean justify their act. We
may be poor, undoubtedly we have difficulties and

~ shortages, but our problems, the problems of the

Albanian, have never been solved by foreigners.
We, the Albanian people, and no one else, can and
have to build and ensure the progress of our co-
untry. e g

However, it is quite obvious that the prob-
lem here is not of these confused elements, but
those who stand behind them inside and outside
the country. The aims and actions of these des-
{ructive, anti-democratic and anti-Albanian for-
ces are far-ranging, They want to create a gene-
ral spirit of distrust towards the measures we
bave taken and will take in connection with the
democratization of the life of the country, to cre-
ate an artificial political tension with the aim,
if possible, of leading up to a confrontation bet-
ween the state and the masses. The Party, eve-
ry communist, every patriot, and every ciiizen of
our country must understand these aims of our
enemijes clearly. That is, we must undersiand
that here the question is not about a passport,
a misiake, a shortage, or a criticism, but about
seizing power from the people and eliminating

the freedom and independence of the country. No

cne must ever forget this. Therefore, there is
no room for indifference, big-heartedness, or un-
derestimation of the situation. '

As I said above, the democratization of the
life of the country is developing in many direc-
tions, in the c¢conomy, the state power, ciliure,
the leading cadres, and the policy of the Party
itself.

In a completely correct and logical way, we
have given priorvity to the implementation of me-
asures in the cconomy, which not only will lead
to its improvement and advance, but will also
exert a direct influence on the democratization
of the whole life of the country.

However, these measures will be implemented
sradually. and will come fullv into force at the
beginning of next year. In the economy, the de-
cision that we will take tomorrow on the organi-
zation and improvement of services and craft pro-
duetion will bring a real revolution in this ield,
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At present, work is being done to prepare the
. new electoral law for the People’s Assembly, which
-is intended to democratize the fundamental in-
_stitution of the people’s power. You can imagine
-what great influence this action will have on
. political and social relations.

In the first half of the next vear we shall
hold the Party congress, which will not only re-

-view the measures we have taken hitherto, but
-will also define the directions for the further de-

mocratization of the life of the country, as well
as the measures for carrying this out.

As vou see, the thought has been given to en-
sure that all these necessary changes and co-
rrections are made in complete harmony to avoid
creating any vacuum in any field; they must be
made in a natural way, without haste and im-
provization, avoiding disproportions and counter-
balances.

While beginning with the economy, which is
the priority field and the basis for all the other
changes, we proceed from our own reality, but
we have also taken account of some bitter expe-
riences in other countries, which went the wrong
way about things.

There is a balance between all these directions
and activities which must be maintained, other-
wise we would fall into dangerous spontaneity
and incorrigible anarchy. Besides this, such chan-
ges cannot be carried out within a day, or by
assault, without being thoroughly thought out;
well-coordinated, without studying and analysing
the objective conditions, without consulting the opi-
nion of the people, without preparing the technical
aspects of their application, and many other things.
Those who demand the opposite, posing as su-
per-democrats and super-radicals do not want
democracy, but want to hinder and ruin it, do not
want the progress of the country, but its des-
truction. T

The Albanian people are characterized by
prudence and realistic estimation of the situa-
tion, and not by anarchic haste. They never ha-
ve and never will fall for provocations, and will
not enter the anti-democratic traps which have
been set for them, especially when destructive
activities like those of the 2nd of July in Tirana
have a marked anti-national aim, in which in-
citement from abroad is quite obvious,

We all know that the stability, harmonious

“development, and further democratization of Al-

bania are a great assistance and support for the
Albanians of Kosova, especially today when they
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are siruggling with legendary courage to win the
autonomy and national rights which are due to
them., ‘ D lwd

It is obvious there are forces which pose as
democratic, humanist, etc., but which in fact are
reactionary and. obscurantist, and want to see
the Albanians not united as they have always
been, but divided and in struggle against one
another. But, as always at the key moments of
their history, the Albanians will know how to
cope both with their external enemies and with
their internal traitors. Their ideal of freedom and
independence, sovereignty and justice, and na-
tional and individual dignity cannot be shaken by
any pressure or force.

Nevertheless, we must not underestimate any
hostile activity wherever it comes from. Everyone
must do his duty: the organs of the Party, the
organizations of the masses, the patriots and so-
cial activists must explain the policy of the Par-
ty and our state; the families must educate their
children with genuine patriotism and in the
sense of honest citizens; the organs of the state
must defend the legislation and apply the law.

- All those who are for the progress of the co-
untry and the freedom of the people must be
on their guard and vigilant. The unity of the
people in our country has been created in nu-
merous national and social struggles. Now we
must protect this unity by combating all those
who want to divert us from our course, all tho-
se who want to place in doubt not only the po-
litical and social victories we have already won,
but also our future as a people and a nation.

-Finally, I want to say and I desire to empha-
size forcefully that neither have we imported the
Process of the democratization of the life of the
country, nor has anyone imposed it on us, We
have commenced it ourselves, proceeding from
the conditions and needs of our socialist socie-
ty, from a new stage of its growth and develop-
ment,

It is natural that we are entering a new class
struggle, with internal and external forces of re-
action which want to hinder and undermine our de-
velopment. Therefore, we should not be surpri-
sed or alarmed by whatever flag they will raise
and by whatever slogan they may use to fight
us. Neither should we be surprised at the acti-
vation of hooligans or demagogues, turncoats and
rumour-mongers in the cafés who always pop
up like toadstools after the rain. Political de-
magogy, ideological distortion and the manipu-
lation of opinion today are the preferred me-
ans of the struggle against socialist ideals, the
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democracy of the masses, and true patriotism.

But whatever pressures are exerted on us,
we must stand firm on positions of principle, re-
maining cool-headed and wise, and, especially,
maintaining a clear view of our way ahead. The
course of the changes we have begun is irrever-
sible. But today it is of fundamental importan-
ce that the Party should lead the masses on
this course, because (it was the Party which
embarked on it, Nobody, no force in our country,
no interference from outside, can achieve genu-
ine democracy, human rights, the progress of
the country and the protection of its freedom and
independence, except the Party and our people
united around the Party.

For the cause of the people, for the cause of
the freedom and independence of the Homeland,
for the cause of socialism, let us raise the mi-
litant spirit ever higher, let us work with determi-
nation and courage, sparing no strength or ef-
fort. : !

Long live our heroic people and glorious Party!

* x

During the second day of the Plenum, Com-
rade Adil Carcani, member of the Political Bu-
reau and Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the PSRA, following the agenda of the meeting,
informed the Plenum about the implementation
of the decisions of the 10th Plenum of the CC of
the Party and presented a report on the further
improvement of the organization and the raising
of the level of services of handicrafts and trade.
Discussions of the report followed.

Then, Comrade Ramiz Alia took the floor.

Speaking about the reorganization of servi-
ces and handicrafts, Comrade Ramiz Alia said:

We listened attentively to the report Comrade
Adil Garcani gave on the work that has been do-
ne up till now for the implementation of the
decisions taken at the 10th Plenum of the Cen-
tral Committee and the recent session of the
People’s Assembly. :

We can say that important steps forward ha-
ve -been taken in the three main directions —
that of enhancing of the initiative and indepen-
dent action of the economy; democratizing so-
cial relations, improving the juridical protection
of the rights of citizens; and integrating our co-
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untry into the European and world processes in
the field of foreign policy. '

The fundamental thing is -that the decisions
of the Party on the revolutionization of life
through enhancing the role of the masses and all-
-round democratization have been understood cor-
rectly by the people and enjoy the support of
the working masses, the workers, the peasants
and the intelligentsia. It is important that we ad-
vance consistently and resolutely and do not stop
half-way. :

The new economic mechanism is in the cen-
tre of the attention of social opinion. It has be-
en welcomed on the whole. Our whole society
is at a moment of reflection about the prospects.
The essence has been grasped correctly that this
mechanism is the ground-work of our economic
democracy at the present stage.

_ People feel the need for the administration
of the economy to be freed of the methods in-
fected by bureaucracy, which are based on out-
dated criteria and practices, and have replaced
the economic management, based on laws, with
administrative management, with management
through orders.

The new economic mechanism will begin to
be applied next year. The decisions which have
been taken regarding the economic management de-
fine the basic framework within which the enterpri-

se will carry out its activity, the main ways in which’

it must eleminate the forms of bureaucratic work
and subjective defects. That is, the law which has
been adopted and the decisions which have been
taken must serve as a support for creative initia-
tive and concrete solutions to surmount the dif-
ficulties which are encountered in different en-
terprises, sectors and institutions. Without the
active participation of the workers, economists
and managers of the work centres, without their
concrete opinion about how the enterprise sho-
uld work, we cannot make any changes or achi-
eve the results we expect. Therefore, it is here,
in the enterprise, that we should concentrate
our attention. The workers, specialists and cadres
there must find the most rational ways to increase
the production and profits.

The new economic mechanism requires work,
indeed a great deal of work; it requires initiative,
indeed much initiative, to ensure the raw ma-
terials and transport even when these must be
sought high and low in the country; to chan-
ge the structure of production in " conformity
with the conditions which are created and the
demands which are made so that the enterprise
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has a profit and the workers get bonuses even
when this appears impossible, etc. '

It is in these efforts that the principle of
self-reliance finds expression, and not just in
theory and on a national plane, but right there at
the grass root level, in the enterprise and in
the factory. From these efforts the new men,
the men of our time, the capable cadres with ini-
tiative, who, through their creative poteniial, can
glve new impulses to our economy, will emerge and
distinguish themselves. Understood in this way,
the new economic mechanism will yield positive
results both in increasing production and the
incomes of the working people.

The law on the Enterprise, which the Peo-
ple’s Assembly adopted at 'its last session, gave
both the collective and the individual worker the
necessary room to manceuvre to gain more from
their work. This is expressed in a number of
powers which were transferred from the ministries
to the enterprises, from the centre to the base.

The state -must treat the enterprise as its
partner. This relationship stems from the fact
that the former is the owner and the latter the
user of the means of production, a status which
is accompanied with rights and obligations san-
ctioned by law. _

An economy such as ours which functions on
the whole according to the principle of self-fi-
nancing, cannot continue like this for long if it
does not extend self-financing down to its basic
cells. The 10th Plenum resolved this question de-
finitively.

Under the new economic mechanism, the en-.
terprise is entitled to the real ownership of its
net incomes. However; the state retains for it-
self the right to orientating and determining the
destination of the funds thus created. The har-
monization of these aspects — financial and
material — raises the need for the structure of
investments to be changed.

In preparing for the year 1991 we have one
advantage — the experience which we will be gain-
ing in the experimentation that has begun in
some enterprises in the current six months.

At this meeting of the Plenum of the Central
Committee we are examining another very im-
portant question: the need for the reorganizati-
on of services for people with the aim of incre-
asing and improving them. Discussions have be-
en held and useful oppinions have been expres-
sed about this question in the press. The decisi-,
ons of the 9th and 10th Plenums, which pro-
vided the necessary principled solutions to the
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economic questions in -general have
this spirit of debate.

Since it is valid for production, the present
economic mechanism can and should be just as
valid for services, too. In this field, however, it
must assume a specific aspect, a specific form.

Currently, both regarding the volume of the
work done and the number of workers emplo-
yed, artisan production and services are still at
the minimum level. Consequently, an obvious
contradiction has been created between the ne-
eds, the purchasing power and culture of the pe-
ople, on the one hand, and the possibilities which
the state offers to services, on the other. We
have the tradition and specialists in this field,
but the demands of the population are not be-
ing met. In these conditions, a sort of domestic
private artisan production has emerged, as it
was. bound to. :

We have said previously and life has demons-
trated that there can be no services and artisan
production only on the basis of concentrations
on an industrial scale. In this field, it is essen-
‘tial that we make corrections, with the aim
that the working people in this sector have direct
-contacts with the service craftsmen.

Our aim must be to ensure that the network

encouraged

of services is extended to the maximum by '

opening more shops and workshops, beginning
from those of artisan production, and including
the whole range of services; to have more dres-
smakers, shoemakers, barbers, bicycle repairers,
silversmiths, saddlers, painters, photographers,
watchmakers, etc., down to sellers of rissoles and

candies, mobile sellers of soft drinks, almonds,

fruit and vegetables, etc. To this end, the meost
varied forms must be employed.

To achieve these aims, undoubtedly, artisan
_ activity in the existing state enterprises should
continue. But these must give up excessive con-
centrations and create a broad network of spe-
cialized shops and units, which can work accor-
ding to the principles of the new economic me-
chanism, that is, they must have their own inde-
pendent accounts and realize the incomes of the
workers on this basis. The state will exert its con-
trol over the activity of shops and units by setting
the financial obligations which they should pay
into the enterprise. Consequently, the workers in
these units and shops may not have fixed wages.
Their wages should be formed from the income
left after deducting the costs, the obligations to
the state (the enterprise), a sum for depreciation,
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and premiums for social security. In regard to
securing raw materials, the state will concern it-
self with this, as up till now. However, the units
or shops of these enterprises can enter into direct
relations with the enterprises to which they are
subordinated, or with cooperatives and other enter-
prises on the basis of contracts. They themselves,
in agreement with the citizens, will decide on the
charges for the services. The state enterprise
can exercise control to protect the interests of ci-
tizens against any tendency towards abuses.

. Besides state enterprises, however, there can be
services organized according to the previous ex-
perience, that is, in the form of cooperatives of
craftsmen, which can be created on the initiative
of workers. In this case, too, the wunits, shops, or
individuals in the cooperative will be obliged to
pay to the state a standard proportion of their
income and their premium. For their part, the
organs of the cooperatives must exercise contro
over the activity of units and charges. ‘

After all, it will only be to the benefit of
the people if there are individuals who can be en-
gaged independently in providing craft and other
services in private enterprise. I shall dwell a lit-
tle on this question. In fact, there are such people
today: dressmakers, knitters, repaires of clothing
and footwear, timber and metal workers, repai-
rers of domestic equipment, painters, photograp-
hers, watchmakers, etc., etc. And what about the pe-
asants who sell their different products? Are they
not private traders? However, it must be said
that private enterprise, as it is today, is uncon-
trolled, and what is worse, in most cases it operates
with materials which belong to the state.

I think that by allowing the activity on an
individual basis at home, in the streets or in the
shops of craftsmen of various services, artisans,
communal workers and traders, an obvious gap in
the services to the people will be filled. _

The restricted and uncontrolled activity of
the private individuals is not contrary to our mo-
ral and ideological norms. There is no danger of
creating a category of exploiting owners. These
people will make their incomes through their own
individual work or that of their families. Of co-
urse, it is essential that the state organs lay down
certain regulations and obligations by law.

The laws and regulations must be extended to
the peasant market, too. Our organs of finance
must not be afraid of the fact that taxes and du-
ties are not applied today. If this new organiza-
tion and conditions require, we must set and ap-
ply these financial categories. We are making great
changes in many economic relations. The sphere
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of production and circulation of goods is being
extended, so the influence of the market in the
economy is growing.. Why should it be so difficult
to alter some things in the fiscal field, even if
some ammendments to the Constitution were ne-
eded for this? In general, I want to stress that the
state organs must operate with more consistency,
by means of laws and regulations.

I think that we should act immediately on the
above questions. The studies have been more or
less completed. The reorganization of these vital
services should be carried out according to the de-
cisions which we will approve at this Plenum,
whereas the necessary laws and regulations can
be formulated during the process, In this way the
services will be extended and possibilities will be
created for a more rational exploitation of mate-
rial resources and reserves which exist in town
and . countryside, new jobs will be created, the
workers’ incomes will be raised and life will be-
come more varied. This is no time for very long
experiments, This is the time for work and for
- immediate results.

The measures which we are taking are in-
tended to fulfil the needs of the people ever bet-

ter and to improve their living conditions. At the-

last Plenum we took some important measures
in the interest of the peasantry, which had to do
with the distribution of livestock from the small
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-herds to the cooperativists household and increa-

sing the purchase prices of livestock products, etc.

The new economic mechanism, the reorganiza-
tion of services and artisan production favour ma-
inly the urban population. However, life shows
that other supplementary measures should be
adopted. Therefore, I propose that the Council
of Ministers should study the possibility that not
later than the third quarter of this year the follo-
wing measures should be applied: first, to increase
the lowest pay of workers, generally from 10-20
per cent; second, to base wages everywhere on the
job or process of work; third, when work is inter-
rupted for lack of raw materials or other objective
factors such as shortage of electric power. ete., the
workers should be guaranteed 80 per cent of
their wages. These measures should be implemen-
ted immediately.

About three quarters of the workers of the
state sector (that is, about 250 000) will benefit
from these improvements in the pay.

These important economic and social measures
are in line with the consistent implementation of
the Party’s policy for raising the well-being of
the people. They will certainly exert a powerful
influence to increase production and sources of
accumulation and to reduce costs, while strengthe-
ning the possibilities for new development in the

future in the interest of the people and the Ho-
meland. '



COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA MEETS

THE CREATIVE INTELLIGENTSIA

AND ECONOMISTS

OF THE CAPITAL

On August 10, the First Secretary
of the CC of the PLA and President
of the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia, met a
group of representatives of the intel-
ligentsia of the capital in the Palace
of Congresses. Among them there we-
re writers, journalists, actors, musici-
ans, workers of science, teachers of
the «Enver Hoxha» University of Ti-
rana, and others. At this meeting,
which was also attended by the 1st
Secretary of the Party Committee for
the District of Tirana, Comrade Xhelil
Gjoni, an open and clarifying talk
took place about the problems emer-
ging in the course of the implementa-
tion of the -decisions of the recent
Plenums of the CC of the PLA.

Problems of the current internati-
onal situation occupied an important
place in this talks, Comrade Ramiz
Alia spoke extensively about the re-
cent developments in the world, es-
pecially the events in Eastern Europe,
the directions of the foreign policy of
our country and the stands of the Party
of Labour and the Albanian state on
concrete aspects of these situations. He
pointed out that in all their actions
the Party and our state had proceeded
and would continue to proceed from
the sacred aim of defending the fre-
edom and independence of the Home-~

l_and, the people’s power and socialism
in Albania.

Assessing the role of our intellec-

tuals, who have constantly been clo-
sely lined with the fate of the people,
the Homeland and socialism, Comrade
Ramiz Alia demanded from them that,
just as they had done up till now, they
made their indispensable contribution
to the clarification of the masses in
a convincing and cultured manner for
the solution of the problems our country
is faced with in the present compli-
cated international situation.

Those present at the meeting made
many interesting and constructive sug-
gestions and expressed opinions about
the more rapid and more effective im-~
plementation of the decisions of the re-
cent Plenums of the CC of the. Party.
They stressed that a deep-going and
all-round analysis should be made of
these decisions so that they are co-
rrectly understood and implemented,
and expressed their readiness to take
an active part in this process. For this
to be done as well as possible, they
pointed out, the organs of the Party
and state, the scientific, cultural and
social organisms should give better and

more extensive _information about
their activity. They also emphasized
the special role of the press and pro-

paganda in general, which should ra-
dically revolutionize their informati-
on. All this should serve better tha
clarifying, convinging and educational
work with the communists and the
masses and their mobilization to cope
with the emerging situations and the
fulfilment of tasks.
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There was heated discussion about
some problems bearing on aspects of
the democratization of the life of the,
country, such as relations between  ca-
dres -and masses, the struggle against
bureaucracy and liberalism, implemen-
tation of socialist law, etc. Many cor-
rect suggestions were made on these
problems, and it was. concluded that
with more resilient, better thought and
better organized work there exist all
possibilities for shortcomings and
weaknesses to be overcome.

In his interventions Comrade Ramiz

Alia repeated once more that the pro-
cess of democratization in our country

is irreversible. He explained the po-
litical, ideological and practical mea-
ning of the many measures the Party
and the state have taken in the poli-
tical, economic, cultural, social and
other fields. He dwelt especially on
the explanation of some key aspects

of the new mechanism,
the implementation of
which will certainly bring about a per-
ceptible and rapid transformation and
advance of our country. For this pur-
pose, he sdid, we must not only work
with greater mobilization and devotion,
but “ also ‘with more knowledge and
imagination to overcome difficulties
which face us and which are natural.

Of great importance, he said, are es-
pecially improvements in the politi-
cal situation, enhancing the role of
the elected organs; the _strengthening
of the independent role of the organiza-
tions of the masses; better definition
of the relations between the Party
and ‘the state;  perfecting the sys-
tem of elections to the People’s As-
sembly and people’s councils; demo- -

economic
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cratic appointment of leading cadres
to state and economic organs, etc.

The talk which went on for some ho-
ursin a warm and openminded atmos-
phere, was characterized by a high
spirit of readiness and sentiments of
patriotism, serious concern and deter-
mination to put all the creative for-
ces in the service of the people and
the socialist Homeland.

* *

On August 13, the First Secretary
of the CC of the PLA and President
of the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, Comrade Ramiz Alia, had a
meeting with economists of enterprises
and central institutions of the capital
in one of the halls of the Palace of
Congresses. In this meeting took part
planners, financiers, and leading ca-
dres of economic enterprises, specia-
lists of scientific institutes and sec-
tors of the economy, teachers of the
Economic Fuaculty of the «Enver Ho-
xha» University of Tirana and the
High Agricultural Institute, cadres of
the Ministries, and others. Present at
the meeting were also the secretaries
of the Central Committee of the Party,
Xhelil Gjoni and Abdyl Backa, minis-
ters, the General Secretary of the Co-
uncil of Ministers, Niko Gjyzari.

At this meeting, which went on for
some hours, through a warm and li-
vely talk, many opinions were ex-
changei about the meaning and imple-
mentation of the mew economic me-
chanism, especially problems that have
emerged in those entreprises in which
it has started being implemented, or
which will apparently emerge in the
future. The new economic mechanism,
will make headway, it was said at the
meeting, when enterprises base every-

thing on economic laws and rules,

when problems are sorted out right at
the basic production wunit. Something
new is being created, so mnot every-
thing can be inmediately understood
and implemented, and not every pro-
blem can be solved to perfection right
now.

The mew economic mechanism com-
prises all fields — management on
the basis of independent accounting
and planning,
kers in the sharing of profits
of the
productivity and costs, wages and re-
munerations, etc. Hence for  this

to be fruitfully imple-
mented, the conviction should
effectiveness
among workers, managers, specialists

participation of wor-
and

the profitability enterprise,

mechanism

be created about its
and other people. Those contributing
to the discussion spoke about their ex-
perience, but also about shortcomings
that have been observed in their work.

In his interventions and conclusive
address, Comrade Ramiz Alia pointed
out, among other things, that for the
implementation of the mew economic

mechanism economists must be bolder
in their conceptions about the ad-

vancement of the sectors in which

they work.
The economy, is the base for the

whole development of our society, he
said. The mew economic mechanism
will give fresh impulse to this develop-
ment. A primary condition for this
to be done is to correctly understand
the decisions and directives of the
Party. It must be understood that the
new economic mechanism is a demand
of the time, of the intensive develop-
ment of our economy, one of the mo-
re effective ways for the exrpansion
of production and the renovation of
the technology, and the harmonization
and encouragement of interests.

This mechanism is a complex one,
Comrade Ramiz Alia went on, and it

has to do with self-financing, the par-
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