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‘ OUR DEVELOPMENT OVER THESE 45 YEARS OF FREE AND INDEPENDENT LIFE
HAS BEEN VIGOROUS AND RAPID IN ALL FIELDS, BRANCHES OF PRODUCTION AND
ZONES OF THE COUNTRY. OUR PEOPLE ARE HAPPY AND OPTIMISTIC AT SEEING THE
ECONOMY BEING EXPANDED AND STRENGTHENED ON THE BASIS OF SELF- RELIA-
NCE, WHICH GIVES THEM EMPLOYMENT ANDENSURES THEIR PROSPERITY,AS WELL
AS THE NECESSARY BASE FOR THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE COUNTRY AND THE
DEFENCE OF THE HOMELAND.

Our marvellous youth, loyal to the ideals of the Party and socialism, worthy carriers and continuers of

the militant traditions of the Anti-fascist Albanian Youth, have always been in the farefront of the struggle
and aclions for the socialist construction in the country.

46}/.

-




The 45th anniversary of the lst Congress of the
Anti fascist Youth Union of Albania

The sources and factors that guarantee the
accomplishment of the 8th Five-year Plan

The unity of the people
-one of the pillars

of the people’s

state power and socialism

Archaeology and the genesis of the Albanians

I felt entirely free
in Albania

Bal kan cooperation and its prospects

Press review

27
39

43
46
53

CONTENTS:

TEODOR KARECO

ISMAIL LLESHI

NERITAN CEKA

KEL MANY

SOFOKLI LAZRI



THE 45 ANNIVERSARY OF THE Ist CONGRESS (

YOUTH UNION OF ALBANIA

MASS RALLY AT H]

The 4¢5th anniversary of the 1st Congress of
the Anti-fascist Youth Union of Albania (AYUA)
was celebrated on 8th of August in a beautiful
meadow in the village of Lirza, in the vicinity of
Helmés in Skrapar, precisely in the place in
which this historic congress was held 45 years ago.
A mass rally was organized with thousands of
people, including veterans of the war and work,
representatives of the youth jrom all over the
couniry, from work and production centres, from
the agricultural cooperatives and military units.

Also participating in the event were member
of the Political Bureau and secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Comrade Foto
Cami, alternate .members of the Political Bu-
reau of the CC of the Party, Comrades Pirro
Kondi and Vangjel Cérrava, member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Pariy and President of the
General Council of the Democratic Front of Al-
bania, Nexhmije Hoxha, and other comrades.

The meeting was opened by the Ist Secretary
of the Central Committee of the Labour Youth
Union of Albania (LYUA), Mehmet Elezi.

Comrade Pirro Kondi greeted the rally on
behalf of the Central Committee of the Party
and Comrade Ramiz Alia personally.

Among other things, Comrade .Pirro Kondi
said, Coming to Lirza in Skrapar, on the anni-
versary of the 1st Congress of the Youth in order
to commemorate this historic event for the en-
tire youth of our country, we, the former dele-
gates to the Congress, and the generations of
youth who follow us, are filled with legitimate
pride in the wonderful youth, who our glorious
Party has raised, in all the youth generations,
who, under the leadership of the Party and
togeiher with the people, have always sto-
od in the forefront in everything — they made
the legendary National Liberation War and are
working to build the new socialist life with
success.

The Party has always considered the youth
as the most dynamic, most progressive and most

militant section of the people, the speaker said.
At the time of the 1st Congress, here at Lirza,
Comrade Enver Hoxha said that the youth of
Albania are worthy sons and daughters of the
heroic people who have fought in centuries for
freedom and independence. They 'have fought
fearlessly, and with their innumerable examples
of heroism and self-sacrifice in bloody battles
they won the admiration of the whole world, and
captured the hearts of their own people. And
in the name of the Party, he addressed the youth
with the call that, in the new battles that awai-
ted us for the strengthening of the new democ-
ratic state for putting our Albania on the road
of happiness, the youth must piace themselves in
those moments and for ever after in the forefroat
of the work for the reconstruction of the country
to liquidate backwardness, to defend this soil
which we were sprinkling with our own blood,
just as they stood in the forefront of the gi-
gantic war for the freedom of the homeland.

And the youth, <like the torch-bearers of a
wholesome and decisive work,» as Comrade
Ramiz Alia describes them, «always stood in the
forefront of the efforts to put into reality the
words of the Party, the words of Comrade Enver,
and with this they have fully deserved the na-
me heroic youth.»

Comrade Pirro Kondi continued pointing out
that the Albanians have fought in the centuries
to live free and independent on their own terri-
tories. Ours is a history of glorious wars and le-
gendary efforts which testify to an unflinching
resistance to the numerous, savage and barba-
rous enemies. And the fact that we, a small pe-
ople with the roots deep in Antiquity, have
withstood all tempests, have preserved .our na-
tional language and culture, have kept our na-
tion alive, have handed down from generation to
generation all the best virtues of our ancestors,
speaks of the vitality of our people, of the yo-
unger generations which did not submit in face
of the dark forces of various occupiers, but ca-
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rried the torch further and raised it to still gre-
ater heights.

We are proud of this old and new history
written with blood and the sweat of our brow
and it is our duty, as the Party instructs us,
to know this history and to hand it down to the
next generations...

After pointing out the successes reached by
the district of Skrapar in the fulfilment of the
plan, Comrade Pirro Kondi said,

Since Skrapar was the host district, in which
the voice and the enthusiast songs of 285 de-
legates to the 1st Congress of the youth never
ceased for a whole month, and since today we
are here as guests {o commemorate this anni-
versary, I want to point out that Skrapar is ac-
tually marching in the vanguard in step with the
other outstanding districts of our Republic, in
the attainment of the targets of the plan.

Socialism, he continued, has opened all the
doors to knowledge, culture and happiness to the
youth of our country. There is no other place
in the whole world in which the entire youth
can acquire instruction, in which every cell of
life, hundreds of work centres and schools, city
quarters and villages serve as real centres for-
the encouragement of talents, for the tempering
and the cultured rest of the youth.

It is the aim of the Party to ensure that the
youth acquire a broad and well-based culture,
insisting on a most effective work for the ideolo-
gical and political education of them not only
at school but also in the practice of the im-
plementation of our triumphant ideology -
Marxism-Leninism. Our country needs young
people with sound scientific knowledge in all
fields, people with professional efficiency capable
of handling all technical and technological prob-
lems, as well contemporary problems and to in-
troduce contemporary technologies more and
more extensively into our economy.

Winding up his speech, Comrade Pirro Kondi
said, That is why the formation of the man of

socialism with the necessary ideological and po-
litical maturity, loyal to the end to the cause of
the Party, the people and socialism, with a broad
cultural and professional outlook, always ready
to serve the people and the Homeland wherever
they are needed, and with communist moral
virtues, with cultured behaviour and wholesome
tastes at work, in life, in society and in the
family, is a struggle which is waged especially
among the masses of the youth who are the
future of the Homeland. It constitutes a great res-
ponsibility for the work of organizations of the
Party and for the state, for all the schools and
the cultural, physical-cultural and sports ins-
titutions, and especially for all the organizations
of the Youth Union.

 The rally sent a telegram to the First Sec-
retary of the Central Committee of the Party,
Comrade Ramiz Alia. -

From the mass rally to the Congress hall.
The former delegates recall the unforgettable
day when Comrade Enver Hoxha addressed the
Congress on behalf of the Central Committee of
the Party, spoke to the young delegates about the
great confidence of the Party in the heroic
younger generation of Albania and appreciated
the contribution of the youth in the liberation
war. They remember Comrade Ramiz Alia’s
warm words on behalf of the detachments of
the National Liberation Army and his greetings
to the main leadership of the Communist
Party, the Army and the new state of Albania,
who had come to participate in the Youth Con-
gress.

Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha held a talk with
the participants,

I have come to commemorate the 45th anni-
versary of the 1st Congress of the Anti-fascist
Youth Union of Albania as an ex-delegate,
said among other things ' Comrade Nexhmije
Hoxha. T have the special satisfaction to greet
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vou and to wish you all welcome to this opening
ceremony of the Congress.

I have the great honour to convey to you the
greetings of the former delegates to this Con-
gress and of the beloved leader of the Party and
the people, Comrade Ramiz Alia.

I believe that we are all of the one opinion
and have the same desire that from the meadow
of Lirza, from this make-shift hall of the 1st
Congress of the Youth, we should send Comrade
Ramiz Alia the ardent greetings from the former
delegates and all the young men and women who
have come here from the most distant regions of

ALBANIA TODAY

Albania. We are proud that one of the former
delegates to this Congress and one of the youn-
gest leaders of that time is today at the head
of the Party and the socialist state and, at the
head of the Central Committee of the Party, in
a wonderful unity, leads us with wisdom and for-
sigh on the Marxist-Leninist road, according to
the teachings of the unforgettable leader, Com-
rade Enver Hoxha.

For all the delegates from Tirana or from all
the other towns of Albania, where the German
patrols watched every movement, where the
nazi jackboot and su-machine guns made the
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law, where house searchings, shoolings in the
streets and hangings in the squares terrorized
the people, she continued, their coming to Iel-
més was accompanied with an undescribable joy
and happiness which filled their whole being,
their mind and heart. The 285 delegates who
succeeded to come to the Congress (for there
were many who could not come from some zo-
nes and cities still under occupation) endorsed
the Congress Appeal to the youth with great en-
thusiasm: «Take up arms..., the primary condition
is to defeat and to smash the occupier and the
traitors..., unite and march as one towards vic-
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tory...» Towards the victory! That was the dream
and the great aspiration of the youth.

Then Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha spoke about
the delegates’ fiery enthusiasm which followed
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s speech to the Congress,
about the wunshakeable confidence they had in
the words and the work of the Party, in the
words of the leader of the Party and of the glorio-
us National Liberation War, the words which
won their hearis immediately. She pointed out
the important tasks which the Congress put be-
fore the youth for their participation in the
building of the nmew state, for their support for
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the national liberation state power, for the cre-
ation of the labour brigades to rebuild the coun-
try, to wipe out the illiteracy in the ranks of the
youth, and for the broad and equal participation
of the young women in all social activities, which
were the first sparks that kindled the juture
labour actions of the youth.

Then she spoke about the attachment and
gratitude of the youth for those who jought and
won the war and rebuilt the country, about the
pride and happiness of the former partisans, the
generation of the war, when they see that their
sons gnd daughters are growing in the epoch
of the Party. It is a great joy for us all, for the
whole Party and for the entire society to see that
our youth are growing healthy physically, mentally
and spiritually. This is an incalculable victory
for our Homeland and our people and a guaran-
tee for the future of socialism and for the youn-
ger generations.

From the moment it was founded, the Party
has constantly shown great care for the youth,
has watched them closely every day, every
year, in the fighting and in work, has watched
them as a loving mother and as a good friend,
who knows what the youth want and aspire to.

We, all the communists, and all the people
and the youth are proud of our valiant Party.
With its revolutionary courage and Marxist
wisdom, it always leads the country and the
people on difficult but secure paths, because it
has their complete support.

In conclusion she said, Comrades, I am win-
ding up this speech with the wish which Com-
rade Enver Hoxha made five years ago: «May
you be always happy, because both you former
delegates and all our wonderful youth have
a right to be happy!»

The former delegates and the guests had a
dinner together. Greeting those present in the
dinner, Comrade Foto Cami said among other
things,

All of us here are filled with stirring me-
mories and profound impressions, which have
been aroused by this beautiful celebration, in
this marked jubilee of the 1st Congress of the

Youth. We have come together here, in this

beautiful meadow at Lirza, among the mountains
of Skrapar, as we did 45 years ago. We are
here to commemorate that event which will
remain indelible in the history of the Anti-fas-
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cist National Liberation War and especially in
the history of the younger generation of Aiba-
nia. The youth came to their great assembly not
only to draw the balance of the war and victo-
ries achieved until then, but also to express
their solemn confidence that they would not
spare anything, even their pure blood and their
young lives for the liberation of Albania, for
freeing the people and for living up to the be-
hest of the martyrs for the building of the
new Albania.

Comrade Foto Cami continued, At the ecall of
the Party and under the leadership of the Party
and our legendary commander, Comrade Enver
Hoxha, the youth were the first to put their all
to the war effort, to fill the mountains with
freedom fighters, to champion the destinies of
the Homeland.

The younger generation of that time carried
out honourably the duty to the Homeland and
the people. They showed great political maturity,
unexampled determination and an wunpreceden-
ted spirit of sacrifice. We, who are present here
today, are glad to have among us the representa-
tives of that generation, who with their efforts
wrote the brilliant partisan epic, and made
such a great sacrifice to the altar of freedom
and of the reconstruction and the socialist cons-
truction of the country. We wish you, comrades,
a long life with revolutionary ideals for which
you fought and worked with the exemplary
devotion for the cause of the Party and the
people. We are glad to see that the younger
generation is marching on the road of revolu-
tion and socialism. Our Party is loyal to the end
to Marxism-Leninism, to the communist ideals
which have become the very flesh and blood of
the Albanian youth and the entire people.

Closing his speech, Comrade Foto Cami gre-
eted the younger generation of Albania and the
militant organization of the LYU of Albania and
expressed his confidence that the youth will
alwaeys be indomitable fighters for the new, for
socialism, for the defence of the freedom and
independence of the Homeland, that they will
always carry forward the glorious work of the
Party and Comrade Enver.

The former delegates and the other partici-
pants in the celebration take leave of one ano-
ther, wishing from the heart: See you again in
the other anniversaries of the Congress!




THE SOURCES AND FACTORS
THAT GUARANTEE

THE ACCOMPLISHMENT
OF THE 8" FIVE-YEAR PLAN

by TEODOR KARECO

With the attainment of the objectives of the
8th Five-year Plan, a great stride forward is
taken towards the transformation of socialist

Albania into an

industrial -agrarian country,

which represents a more advanced stage in the
construction ot the material-technical base of
socialism and of the socialist society.

1t is an irrefutable truth that the
socialist order in Albania has waxed
stronger and stronger from one five-
vear plan to the other. Some of the
solid and unshakeable pillars on which
socialist Albania is supported, and so-
me of the features which characterize
a really socialist state are: uninterrup-
ted development, stability, and vitality
of the economy. These features, which
have been consolidated in the four
and a half decades of the socialist
construction in Albania, are, at the
same time, an historical experience
of the construction of socialism, which
confirms the justice of the Marxist-
Leninist policy of economic develop-
ment.

These features have been continuou-
sly consolidated and perfected thanks
to the struggle and efforts of the
working class, the cooperativist pea-
santry and the people’s intelligentsia,
under the leadership of the Party, for
the accomplishment of the objectives
of the 8th Five-year Plan (1986-1990).
They can be seen more clearly in the
rapid development of the economy,
and in the growth at high and stable
rates.

In 1990, as against 1985, the social

TEODOR KARECO: Doctor of Econo-
mic Sciences

product will increase 31-33 per cent,
national income 35-37 per cent, and
the real income per capita of popu-
lation 7-9 per cent. Calculated at an
average for each year of the five-
year period, these figures reach to
5-7 per cent, and are 2-3 fold higher
than the population increase. At the
9th Congress of the PLA Comrade
Ramiz Alia stressed: «Observation of
these laws and ratios of the socia-
list reproduction will strengthen the
stability of the economy and will
increase the ability of our society to
cope with still greater and more dif-
ficult tasks in the future».

The aim of these constant rapid
rates is to achieve some important
objectives among which: complete
reliance on our material, financial and
valutary forces and resources, without
credits from abroad; the maintenance
of high rates in the increase of con-
sumption per capita and in ensuring
the necessary accumulation for the
improvement of the multi-branched

structure of the economy, industry and

agriculture; reliance mainly on the
material-technical base created for
the accomplishment of the tasks of
the plan; the raising of effectiveness
of the economy to a still higher le-
vel; the further perfection of the
socialist relations in production in con-

formity with the development of the
productive forces in the field of
ownership, distribution and exchange,
management and organization of the
economy; the guaranteeing and fur-
ther raising of the material well-being
and the cultural level of the working
masses, especially in the countryside;
as well as the strengthening of the
defence capacity of the socialist Ho-
meland.

These objectives constitute a great
working program for the social and
economic development of the country
and for enhancing the degree of the
country’s independence in all spheres.
These objectives have a high degree
of guarantee: they are based on the
national wealth, on a more powerful
material-technical base which has been
created and consolidated in the pro-
cess of the socialist industrialization
and the development of a modern
agriculture which advances on a so-
cialist basis, on the greater produc-
tive and accumulative capacities of
the country, on an advanced econo-
mic structure, on the revolutionary
creative activity of the working class,
the cooperativist peasantry and the
people’s intelligentsia, under the lea-
dership of the Marxist-Leninist party.

The objectives of the 8th Five-year
Plan can be fullv attained because
they rely, in the first place, on the
powerful productive potential of the
material-technical base built in the
vears of the people’s state power.
Only during the period 1951-1985, the
state investments reached a total of
78 billion leks, most of which for
the branches and sphere of material
production. Great and powerful com-
bines and plants have been set up in
the most vital branches of the econo-
my such as in the energy industry,
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in the metallurgy and the enginee-
ring, chemical, textile and other in-
dustries. It is precisely from these
productive capacities of the existing
combines, plants and enterprises, and
from their modernization and recon-
struction that the country will ensure
74 per cent of the increase in the
overall industrial production. This
shows that our economy has the pos-
sibilities to advance towards new ob-
jectives, but this also shows that the
economy has hidden unexploited re-
serves, which are being discovered and
put into use for the development of
the economy and the strengthening of
our socialist order. The material-te-
chnical base will be further streng-
thened during the vears of the 8th
Five-year Plan, by investing over 24
billion leks, of which 41-42 per cent
will go to the increase of the produc-
tive capacities in industry, and 31-32
per cent to the development of agri-
culture. The investments of the 8th
Five-year Plan are greater than those
made in the previous four five-year
plans taken together (1951-1970).
The 8th Five-year Plan is better
guaranteed as regards the material re-
sources, including the export-import
exchanges, which wholly cope with
the extended socialist reproduction.
relying our own resources. It is a
known fact that socialist Albania me-
ets all or most of its requirements
for oil, coal, iron-nickel, chrome, cop-
per, steel, electric energy, 95 per cent
of the spare parts, building-construc-
tion materials, bread grain, vegetables
and fruit, etc. Some of the above-
mentioned products are even exported
after the internal local needs are sa-
tisfied.- The measures adopted in the
period of the 8th Five-year Plan alone
are such as to guarantee the increase
with about 90 million tons of the in-
dustrial reserves of mineral ores, to
extract 45 million tons of minerals
and various other fuels, against 34
million tons which were put into eco-
nomic circulation in the period of
the 7th Five-year Plan. In all this we
follow a definite policy, the aim of
which is to convert the potential na-
tural assets into active assets, and to
ensure the increase of the productive
capacity of the countryv. Comrade
Ramiz Alia. speaking at the 9th Con-
gress of the Party, raised the problem:

it is betler to leave these natural as-
sets to the coming generations in the
form of factories, plants and combi-
nes, rather than as potential natural
resources. Through this correct policy
we can guarantee not only the sources
of primary materials, but also the va-
lutary and financial resources for the
extension of the plants, factories and
combines. This road and the simulta-
neous operation of other factors have
helped to guarantee the financial and
valutary resources, which fully sup-
port the program of the 8th Five-year
Plan. For this purpose, it is envisaged
that, in 1990 in comparison with 1985,
the financial income will increase
by 37-39 per cent, which is at more
rapid rates than those of the social
product and the other branches of
material production. To guarantee the
valutary resources, the exports will
have a positive balance over imports.
The tasks of the 8th Five-Year Plan
are guaranteed with the labour re-
cources and the good educational and
technical-scientific level of the spe-
cialists. Under the current plan, the
army of the working class, the coo-
perativist peasantry and the people’s
intelligentsia will be increased with
about 200,000 new forces, which con-
stitutes a fresh guarantee that the
tasks of this plan will be accompli-
shed relying on our own forces.

Some important factors for the suc-
cessful accomplishment of the tasks of
the 8th Five-year Plan are: the con-
tinuation of the process of industriali-
zation of the country, the development
of industry at rapid rates, and the
non-stop development, advance and
modernization of agriculture, on socia-
list bases. The development of the
process of socialist industrialization is
considered as the decisive link for
the construction of the material-te-
chnical base of socialism and for the
further development of the productive
forces as a whole.

One of the basic aims of the policy

of socialist industrialization and of the-

development and intensification of the
socialist agriculture, has been and re-
mains the through utilization and ex-
ploitation of the resources of the Al-
banian soil and underground riches.
the increase of production, and the
contlinous raising of the degree of
processing and assessment of these in-

ALBANIA TODAY

valuable riches, so as to ever better
cope with the requirements of the ex-
tended socialist reproduction, to incre-
ase exports and ensure a relative de-
crease of imports, relying entirely on
our own forces.

In the solution of this problem, a
decisive role belongs to the socialist
industrialization, which has become a
factor of major importance in the ad-
vance of the country on the road of
socialism. The socialist industrializa-
tion has become a decisive factor for
the discovery, extraction and appropria-
tion of the values and valorization of
the rich assets of the soil and the
underground of the country, including
oil, coal, copper, iron nickel, chrome,
and the production of such articles
as steels, copper wires and cables,
etc., as well as the cultivation of su-
guar-beet, cotton, etc, and the pro-
duction of sugar, various textiles, etc.
The road of industrialization begin
from the simple extraction of mine-
rals and their enrichment to the buil-
ding of the ferrous and non-ferrous
metallurgy, and has reached to the
stage of the production of spare parts,
and the Albanian trade-marks of steel
and pig-iron, which has created the
premises for the industry of the buil-
ding of machinery, apparatuses and
equipment. In this manner, from one
five-year plan to another the coun-
try has developed towards the closed
cycle of the industrial processing of
primary materials, thus guaranteeing
the increase of their value by pro-
cessing them locally.

In the 8th Five-var Plan, the multi-
branched structure of industry will
continue to extend, giving priority as
always, to heavy industry. By giving
priority to the development of the
branches of heavy industry special ef-
forts are devoted to the development
and further strengthening of the ener-
gy industry. Within this industry, the
production and processing of oil, with
its main place in the energy bhalance
of the country and as a very valuable
and  profitable asset for the country,
with its determining role in the de-
velopment of the economy today
and in the future, will continue, in
the 8th Five-vear Plan, to be consi-
dered as one of the kev branches
" industry and the whole national
economy. Nevertheless, the producticn
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of electric power and coals is increa-
sing at rapid rates, too. By procee-
ding on this road, a powerful and in-
dependent energy system has been
created, which satisfies the growing
needs of the country for energy, and
ensures important income from ex-
port. As a result of the logical de-
velopment of the branches of the ener-
gy industry with priority, the whole
country has been completely electri-
fied. To achieve this, we proceeded
by setting up powerful thermal-po-
wer stations and big hydro-power sta-
tions. As the economy continued to
grow, the setting up of the hidro-
power stations, among which that of
Koman, Fierza, Vau i Dejés, and re-
sently, the hydro-power station that
is still under construction at Banja,
proceeded with priority. The trend now
is to ensure most of the electric ener-
gy from the hydro-power stations, as
one of the most secure sources of
high effectiveness and of the grea-
test guarantee, thanks to the abun-
dant water potential of the country.
Preparations are being made for the
building of other hydro-power sta-
tions, big and small, in order to anti-
cipate the fulfilment of the needs for
energy not only for today, but also
for the future, and, at the same time,
to increase the export of electric
power.

In the process of socialist industria-
lization, under the current five-year
plan great attention is attached to the
development and extension at still gre-
ater proportions of the extraction of
solid mineral ores, with chrome, cop-
per and iron-nickel occupying the
main place and the intensification of
the work for the extraction of new
mineral ores such as magnezites, oli-
vinites, refractory clays, fluorites, bau-
xites, etc.

To raise the degree of local proces-
sing of primary materials and to com-
plete the processing cycle in other
branches besides the ferrous and non-
-ferrous metallurgy, in the 8th Five-
-year Plan the work already begun
will be further intensified. The aim
here is to ensure an increased proces-
sing of minerals, in order to obtain
most of the valuable elements from
them; to extend the range of steels
production with new trade-marks and
raise their quality; to increase pro-

duction of copper for the needs of
the country and for export; to attend
still better to the needs of agriculture
for chemical fertilizers and pesticides;
to ensure a fresh increase in the pro-
duction of caustic soda, soda ash, po-
lyvynilchloride, sulphuric acid, wa-
shing powders, etc.; to step up the
work for the production and appro-
priation of new chemicals; to raise
the role of the engineering industry,
as the powerful support for the te-
chnical-scientifie progress, to a higher
qualitative level, with the objective
of ensuring a still more extensive use
of the locally produced steels; and to
increase the quantity and to improve
the quality of spare parts and orga-
nize their massive revival, so as to
fulfil the growing needs of the eco-
nomy for machinery, complex appli-
ances and production lines, and es-
pecially for the extensions, reconstruc-
tions and the new projects.

Under the 8th Five-year Plan, in
the framework of the policy of the
socialist industrialization, the bran-
ches specialized in the production of
consumer goods will continue to de-
velop with priority and special efforts
will be made for the improvement of
the structure, range and quality of
production, in order to ever better
fulfil the needs of the people.

Through this policy we ensure the
complex development of industry and
its distribution all over the country,
developing it not only in the cities,
but also in the rural area, and even
in the mountainous zones, which en-
vigorates their economic and social
life. This allows a more equal and
correct distribution of the forces of
production and productive forces,
strengthens the economic and cultural
links between industry and agricul-
ture, the city and the countryside,
and the working class with the pea-
santry.

A major role in the implementation
of the Party’s policy of socialist in-
dustrialization has been played by
the working class, which became the
backbone of the process of industria-
liaztion. The working class not only
bore the brunt of the socialist indus-
trialization of the country, but in the
process of work it increased in nu-
mbers and was tempered and gained
ntw qualities.
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The socialist agriculture, as the basic
oranch of the economy, plays an irre-
placeable role to enhance the value
of our land assets.. It meet the vital
requirements of the population for
agricultural products, ensures the very
valuable primary materials for the
light and food-stuffs industries, pro-
cures income in foreign currency from
the export of the agricultural and li-
vestock products, and has become an
important factor which guarantees
the strengthening and the indepen-
dence of the national economy. This
has been achieved thanks to a far--
esighted policy pursued consistently
in our country. In the conditions of
a backward agrarian country, as Alba-
nia was after the triumph of the po-
pular revolution, two tasks called for
urgen solution; the socialist transfor-
mation of the countryside and the
all-sided development of agriculture.
Agriculture with its resources had to
create the possibilities for feeding the
whole population of the rural area,
and make its great contribution to the
industrialization of the country and
the development of the national eco-
nomy, as a whole. What was requi-
red for the accomplishment of these
tasks, which had a decisive impor-
tance, was not any kind of develop-
ment of agriculture, but only the so-
cialist development on the basis of
large-scale production, closély linked
with industry and the other branches
of the economy. The correctness of
this policy was confirmed in the fo-
llowing decades of the socialist con-
struction: agriculture now has become
one of the key branches of the eco-
nomy, which guarantees the constant
advance of the whole country. It has
always carried out its duties: the ag;
ricultural production has increased and
grows about twise as fast as the po-
pulation.

In the framework of the implemen-
tation of the economic policy that in
order to have a strong and indepen-
dent economy we must have a power-
ful and complex industry and an
advanced agriculture, in the 8th Five-
-year Plan our socialist agriculture
is developing on a broad front and
at more rapid rates than the other
branches of the economy. Under the
current five-year plan, the intensive
road of the development of agricul-
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ture is harmonized better with the
extensive road, always preserving the
priority of the intensive road. The
aim in the complex and harmonious
development of all the branches of
agriculture, through the extension of
the intensification zone to include the
most fertile plains of the country, is
to consolidate and carry further ahead
the achievements made until today.
Our society has every possibility to
raise agriculture and livestock-rai-
sing to still more advanced levels.
While further improving the struc-
ture of the branches of agriculture,
the increase of production of bread
grain still remains the main task;

we consider it as one of the pillars

of our economic independence. The
question is that the country should
produce enough bread grain to ful-
fil all the needs of a population
which has the highest rate of in-

‘crease in Europe, and ever better
respond to the requirements for con-

centrated and industrialized feed for

‘the livestock, as well as other needs

for cereals. The policy for the in-

‘crease of the production of bread

grain has another aspect which is
connected with the ways for the re-

duction of bread consumption per
capita of population, in city and coun-
tryside, through scientifically studied

programs which help to improve the
food structure of the population, by

‘increasing the production and use of

vegetables, potatoes, fruits, and lives-

tock products. The question is posed

that .the standard of living should

‘be raised further by giying the peo-
ple more milk, meat, vegetables, etc.

Therefore, in the 8th Five-year Plan
all the branches of agriculture, inclu-

ding field.. crops, fruit-growing and
livestock-raising, are developing at
‘higher rates. -

The development o livestock-rai-

sing occupies a special place in the

overall development of agriculture.
The main feature of the develop-

1ment of this. branch of the economy

is connected with the rapid.increase

‘of . the number of livestock and of

yields for all kinds of animals and
in all the.zones of the country, by

_giving priority. to the increase of the
number .sheep and goats .in the hilly
_and. mountainous. zones of the coun-
‘try. In the current five-year plan, the

number of cattle will be about 90
thousand heads, and that of sheep
and goats about 1 million and 400
thousand more than in the last five-
year period. This task will be sol-
ved mainly through the implemen-
tion of measures for the further
strengthening of the fodder base, the
strengthening of the economy and the
management of the cooperatives with
a livestock orientation, the further
development and consolidation of the
initiative for the creation and mana-
gement of small herds of cattle and
other animals in the brigades of the
cooperatives and state farms.

One of the important factors which
guarantees the fulfilment of these
tasks of the 8th Five-year Plan is
the increase of the effectiveness of
the economy. This is one of the
distinguishing features of the present
plan, which will be materialized
through the more resilient use of the
many inexhaustible reserves that lie
unutilized in the economy.

Greater effectiveness can be achie-
ved, in the first place, through in-
creasing the effectiveness of the so-
cial product as a whole and of each
of its constituent elements. Under the
current five-year plan the rapid in-
crease of the social product is to be
achieved mainly through the intensive
factors, which guarante greater effe-
ctiveness, while growth rates will be
as follows; the social product will in-
crease more rapidly than the popu-
lation; the national income more. ra-
pidly than the social product (through
improving the proportion between
material expenditure and the net pro-
duct in favour of the latter); the pro-
duct for society will increase more
rapidly than the product for oneself;
the fund- of accumulation will grow
more rapidly than.the fund of consu-
mption (by increasing, in the first
place, productive accumulation in the
economy); and the productivity of so-
cial labour will increase more rapidly
than the real income, and so on.

A problem that has found a correct
solution in the present five-year plan
is the harmonization of the intensive
road with the extensive one. By giving
priority to the former road of de-
velopment, the -country will ensure
over 2/5 of the increase of the so-
cial product, from the increase in the
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productivity of social labour. In agri-
culture, over 95 per cent of the in-
crease of production will be ensured
from the increase of yields of agri-
cultural crops and productivity of li-
vestock. Hence, measures are being
applied for increasing the effective-
ness of the material-technical base in
agriculture, for summing up and dis-
seminating the achievements of scien-
ce, the advanced experience and the
new technologies, for building up the
fertility of the land and for increasing
the productivity of livestock.

Another road for increasing effec-
tiveness, which guarantees the accom-
plishment of the tasks planned under
this five-year period, is also the
strengthening of the regime of sa-
vings. The reduction of costs is to
ensure more than 3/5 of the increase
in the financial income of the coun-
try. To achieve this target, work is
going on for the radical improvement
of the quality of the primary mate-
rials and finished products, the incre-
ase of the degree of renewal and
the reduction of waste, losses and
spoilage in minerals and other pri-
mary materials of industrial and agri-
cultural origin, the replacement of the
deficient, costly materials of technical
norms of material expenditure based
on the advanced experience, the si-
mplification of the structures of fi-
nished products, the increase of the
coefficient of utility in the use of
primary materials, etc.

The objectives for the development
in production and to the enhancement
increase of effectiveness are based, to
an ever greater extent, on the fur-

ther development of science and the

implementation of the advanced te-
chnologies and techniques of produc-
tion. The aim is to make science a
great productive element for higher
profitability in the economy. In order

to make the scientific forces of the

counfry an irriportant factor of the

increase of effectiveness, we have

concentrated, them, in the first place,
on the -application in production of
the contemporary achievements, on the

perfection of the existing technologies

and- on the introduction of the new
techniques and technologies, in confor-

mity with the conditions of our country,
‘with -the aim -that scientific work
everywhere must exert an ever grea-
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ter influence on the through exploita-
tion of the natural assets of the coun-
try, both in the current five-year plan
and in the more distant future.

The success of the 8th Five-year Plan
is guaranteed by an irreplaceable ele-
ment, namely the further enhance-
ment of the active role of the socia-
list relations in production. This is
supported with the application of
measures which lead to the further
improvement of the socialist relations
in production and to the enhancement
of their active role in such fields

as the strengthening of the socialist
ownership (both state and cooperati-
vist ownership), through the streng-
thening and the more efficient use
and good management of the material-
technical base; the improvement of
the relations of distribution, especially
of the product for one self, linking
it more closely with the amount and
quality of work and with the size
of expenditure of production; the im-
provement of the relations of exchan-
ge, especially the strengthening of the
economic links between the urban
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and the rural area; the raising of the
level of planned management of the
economy, and the improvement of or-
ganization as a whole.

With the attainment of the objectives
Plan, a great
is taken towards the
transformation of socialist Albania in-

of the 8th Five-year
stride forward

to an industrial-agrarian country,
which represents a more advanced
stage in the construction of the ma-

terial-technical base of socialism and
of the socialist society.

The museum-city
of Berat has grown
and become ever
more beactiful in
the years of the
people’s state po-
wer.
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CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT
OF THE COOPERATIVIST ORDER

by Mihal Ziu

The socialist transformation of the
countryside and the development of the
cooperativist order occupy an impor-
tant place among the great achieve-
ments carried out under the leadership
of the PLA in Albania in the years
of the people’s state power. Their
history starts with the founding of
the first agricultural cooperative in
Albania, on November 11, 1946 at
Krutje of Myzeqe. The period since
then is full of successive achievements
which have to do with the creation,
development and ceaseless strengthen-
ing of the cooperativist order in Al-
bania. They confirm the correctness
of the line of the Party and are a con-
crete implementation of the ideas and
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha.
The creation and development of the
cooperativist order in Albania is the
deed of the PLA, and of its work and
struggle at the head of the people
for the construction of socialism both
in the city and in the countryside.

Based on Marxism-Leninism, the
Party has worked out and implemen-
ted a correct revolutionary line for
the socialist transformation of the
countryside. The great tasks which
confronted the Albanian village were
coped with step by step on the basis
of this line. «In the process of
the solution of economic problems,
the Land Reform marked the first
revolution in the socio-economic re-
lationrs' in the countryside.»!. Before
Liberation, land ownership was cha-
racterized by the existence of big
landed estates and small peasant eco-
nomies. The big landed estates and
the economies of the rich peasants
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accounted for 3 per cent of the ru-
ral economies but covered 40 per
cent of the arable land. The Land
Reform liquidated the big landed
estates and feudal relations in the
country-side, as well as circumscri-
bed capitalist property and capitalist
relations in agriculture. With its
depth, content and character, the
Land Reform brought about the de-
mocratic transformation of agrarian
relations in the countryside, hence it
is rightly considered the first revo-
lution in the socio-economic rela-
tions of the countryside. It was ca-
rried out under the leadership of
the Party with the broad and direct
participation of the poor peasantry.
The Land Reform resolved the most
acute and most urgent problem in
agriculture, the antagonistic contra-
diction between the working peasan-
try and the big landowners, Iocal
or foreign.

However, although the Land Reform
had a revolutionary character, for
it liquidated the big landed estates
and limited the exploitation of the
peasantry by the kulaks, it did not
eliminate private ownership of the
land, but only fragmented it. As
a consequence, despite the great im-
portance it had for the development
of agriculture, it could not definiti-
vely pull the peasants out of their
poverty, because it did not bar the
path to the further differentiation
of the peasantry.

Aware of all this, the PLA worked
out a program for the socialist trans-
formation of the countryside accord-
ing to the Leninist principles of co-
operation and on the basis of the co-
concrete conditions of our country.
Time showed the prudence and far-
sightedness of the Party in its policy
towards the countryside. It discarded
the theories of the independent de-
velopment of the countryside in so-
cialism, the possibility' of the tran-
sition to socialism also through its
development. according to a centuries-

long tradition (that is, on the basis
of the private ownership of the land
and the other means of production),
the possibility of the spontaneous
socialist development of the coun-
tryside after the city, etc., which are
the favourite theories of the oppor-
tunists of all hues. The Party com-
bated them with determination and
up to the end, every time they crop-
ped up among individual hostile ele-
ments who tried to undermine the
construction of socialism in Albania.

The difficult and complicated pro-
cess of the socialist transformation
of the countryside was not a subjec-
tive desire, but an objective neces-
sity which was conditioned by many
ideological, political and social fac-
tors. This objective necessity called
for the solution of such problems
as those which emerge from the
small-scale goods production, the
contradiction between the advanced
political power and the backward
economic base, the necessity of the
replacement of this old base and its
ideology with the new socialist base
and the relative ideology, the need
for the solution of contradictions
between industry and agriculture,
between the city and the country-
side, the need for the strengthening
of the alliance of the working class
with the peasantry and the guaran-
teeing of the leading role of the
working class in this alliance also
after the seizure of political power
and during the period of the cons-
truction of socialism; the need for
the creation of conditions for the
extended reproduction of agricultural
production on an ever larger scale
and at ever higher rates in order
to set up an advanced many-branched
agriculture capable of coping with
the needs of the people for agricul-
tural and livestock products, of supp-
lying industry with primary materials,
thereby strengthening the country’s
reliance on its two legs — industry
and agriculture, and deepening the



Only in the conditions of the dictatorship

of the proletariat and in alliance wuh and under

the leadership of the working class can the peasantry
set out and successfully proceed on the road of socialism.

implementation of the principle of
self-reliance and the independence
of the national economy.

The solution of all these problems,
and the future of the revolution and
socialism in Albania depended on
the results of the collectivization of
agriculture. So, the PLA and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha paid very great
attention to the socialist transforma-
tion of the countryside in general,
and the collectivization of agriculture,
in particular, as the more important
part of this transformation.

The experience of our country has
shown that success in this field is
certain only when the Party of the
working class leads this process in
an organized manner, faithfully and
creatively implementing the princi-
ples of Marxism-Leninism on the
socialist transformation of the coun-
tryside, as the Party of Labour of Al-
bania actually did.

The Party had put education work
with the peasantry to convince it of
the necessity of the new road for
the countryside, of the economic bene-
fits the peasant would have from
the collective economy and the bril-
liant prospects for his life in this

economy at the foundation of its
policy for the collectivization of
agriculture. Implementation of the

principle of conviction and free will
ensured the complete success of col-
lectivization, as well as all the other
activities for the socialist reorganiza-
tion of the countryside.

However, for the peasantry  to
quickly and unhesitantingly embark
m  the road of collectivization the
Party and the people’s state power
did not confine themselves to clari-
fying ideopolitical work only. Along
with it the countryside was given
all-round political, economic, financial;
technical and organizational, assis-
tance. Here the PLA has always pro-
ceeded from the Leninist thesis that
«any social order is built with the
financial assistance of a given state.»?
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Always proceeding from the princi-
ple of Marxism-Leninism, the PLA
attached particular importance to the
problem of the forms and rates of
collectivization in our country, which
had to do with the success or failure
of its policy for the socialist reorga-
nization of the countryside. With its
profound knowledge of the socio-eco-
nomic reality of the Albanian coun-
tryside, the Party was able to resolve
this problem successfully. Giving the
land to the peasants through the
Land Reform had a very great in-
fluence on the strengthening the po-
litical trust of the peasantry towards
the Party. It strengthened the allian-
ce of the working class with the
peasantry on sound economic ba-
ses, as well as the state power it-
self which was based on this allian-
ce. All this was clear evidence of the
determination of the Party to fulfil
the desires and consider the interests
of the peasantry. In these conditions,
our patriotic peasantry, convinced
that the road the Party showed it
was the right one, set out quickly
on the road of collectivization. This
explains the fact that the first agri-
cultural cooperatives were set up
immediately after the Land Reform
in Albania. With the founding of the
first cooperative at Krutje of My-
zege in 1946 the first stage of the
collectivization of agriculture began.
This stage goes on until 1955. The
main aim of this stage was the crea-
tion of the objective and subjective

conditions for the collectivization of

agriculture. At this stage the Party
came out with slogan: «In the ques-
tion of collectivization we should
neither be overhasty nor mark time.»
This slogan responded to the condi-
tions and possibilities of the coun-
try at that time, because in its first
steps the new cooperativist order
need great assistance from the state
so as to develop at high rates and

thereby prove by facts its superiority
over the small-scale individual eco-
nomy and promt the peasantry, en-
couraged by this positive example,
to demand itself the setting up of
cooperatives. So, in this period, the
PLA paid its main attention to the
strengthening of the first cooperatives
which reached the number of 90 in
1950. At the same time, it confined
itself not only to that, but along
with the creation of appropriate
conditions, such as convincing the
peasantry and increasing the possi-
bilities of the state to give the pea-
santry more assistance, it brought
about the creation of new coopera-
tives the number of which rose to 318
in the end of 1955.

At this time the Party saw that
the political, ideological and econo-
mic conditions were ripe for mass
collectivization. So, the 3rd Con-
gress of the PLA (May 1956) issued
the directive for speeding up the ra-
tes of collectivization so as to com-
plete it on a whole in the end of
the 2nd Five-year Plan. Thus, the se-
cond stage of the collectivization of
agriculture set in, the main charac-
teristic of which was collectivization
of a broad front, and its total com-
pletion in 1967 when, according to
the directives of the 5th Congress of
the PLA, collectivization was com-
pleted also in the mountainous zones
of the country.

In regard to the forms of collec-
tivization, it is important to note
that, on a whole, in Albania there
were no different forms of collectivi-
zation, but direct transition to agri-
cultural cooperatives of socialist pro-
duction. This was done because the
Albanian peasantry had no experien-
ce of a cooperativist movement in
the past and had inherited no tra-
dition in this direction. In these con-
ditions being closely linked with the
Party, it adopted the form the Party
recommended to it as the more ap-
propriate.
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The whole process of collectiviza-
tion in our country has developed
through a fierce class struggle. The
kulaks and all the remnants of reac-
cion, the former ruling class, and
the representatives of the Albanian
feudal bourgeoisie tried by all man-
ner of means to intimidate the pea-
sants, to nip in the bud the new
order which was emerging and suc-
cessfully developing in the Albanian
countryside. This struggle was. espe-
cially fierce in the first state of
collectivization, when the objective
and subjective conditions for -collec-
tivization, were still in their emergence
and formation. However, it did not
die down even later, accompanying
the process of collectivization from
beginning to end, with the only dif-
ference that it developed in diffe-
rent forms from one period to the
other, according to the conditions
created. Hence, the policy of the
PLA in the treatment of the various
social groups in the countryside,
remained the same also after the
first stage of collectivization. In the
process of the socialist transforma-
tion of the countryside it always pro-
ceeded from the Leninist principle
of reliance on the poor peasant,
alliance with the middle peasant and
struggle with the kulak towards
whom it followed the line of econo-
mic limitation, political separation
and eventual elimination.

The successful completion of so-
cialist collectivization in the Alba-
nian countryside, which was carried
out according to the principles of
Marxism-Leninism wisely implemen-
ted by the PLA and Comrade Enver
Hoxha in the concrete conditions of
our country, shows best that only in
the conditions of the dictatorship
of the proletariat and in alliance
with and under the leadership of the
working class can the peasantry set
out and successfully proceed on the
road of socialism. At the same time
the triumph of the cooperativist or-
der showed that the line of the Par-
ty had triumphed in the countryside,
too; and this proved once more its
correctness, as well as the strength
and unbreakable unity of the Party
and people, and the political matu-
rity of our peasant.

A historical analysis of the process
of socialist transformation of the Al-
banian countryside brings out, along
the more general features which stem
from the implementation of the ge-
neral laws of socialist construction,
that the collectivization of agricul-
ture in Albania presents also some
peculiarities which derive from the
concrete socio-economic conditions of
the village in the period of its so-
cialist transformation, from the pe-
culiarities and historical traditions of
life in the countryside, as well as from
the peculiarities of the people’s re-
volution in Albania itself.

First, the collectivization of agri-
culture was carried out in the con-
ditions of the existence of small
private property of the land frag-
mented as a result of its distribution
to the . peasantry in the course of
the Land Reform. This experience
shows that collectivization ecan suc-
cessfully be carried out -even without
nationalizing the land, when the Land
Reform is carried out according to
proper revolutionary criteria.

Second, the collectivization of agri-
culture was carried out at a time
when a developed industry, especially
its processing and heavy branches,
was lacking. In these conditions the
material and technical base of coope-
rativist production was weak and
the level of productive forces, re-
latively low, despite the development
they had undergone in the post-Libe-
ration years. Nevertheless, collecti-
vization was successfully completed.
This showed that the process of so-
cialist reorganization of the country-
side should not be checked artificial-
ly, until the productive forces are
developed, but as long as conscious
social force for this revolutionary
process exists, unhesitating action
should be taken, while not giving over
to the other extreme, that of the
artificial stepping up of this trans-
formation.

Third, for known reasons, lower
forms of cooperation or those of a
semi-socialist character, found no ap-
plication, or when applied, were
short-lived, because the peasantry
wanted the immediate transition to
the agricultural cooperatives of large-
scale socialist production.

Fourth, agricultural cooperatives
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were set up on a village basis, So,
they were small in the initial period.
This responded to the existing con-
ditions and possibilities for their ecc-
nomic and organizational manage-
ment.

Characteristic is the fact that im-
mediately after the completion of
collectivization as a whole, the de-
velopment of the productive Fforces
called for the further socialization
of cooperativist production. So, the
process of the enlargement of coope-
ratives begun, which was gradually
carried out on the basis of the mer-
ger of some existing cooperatives
into one. The merger of smaller co-
operatives into larger ones created
new possibilities for their economic
and organizational strengthening. In
the larger cooperatives the land and
mechanized means were utilized bet-
ter and the work of the cooperativ-
ists was more fruitful, Here the dif-
ferent branches of agriculture coope-
rated better, investments were used
more properly and administrative ex-
penses cut down. Enlargement of
cooperatives created possibilities to
make better use of the advantages
created by the new socialist order
in agriculture,

However, the process of the social-
ization of cooperativist work, property
and production does not end with
that, being a continuous process
which goes on gradually for a rela-
tively long time, along with the crea-
tion of the necessary conditions which
are intended to raise cooperativist
ownership to the 1level of state
ownership, as common property of
the whole people. An important step
in this direction, as the experience
of our country shows, is the raising
of the agricultural cooperatives to
higher-type cooperatives.

3

The successful conclusion of the col-
lectivization of the small-scale rural
producers is the most radical change
in agrarian relations. Its conclusion
marked the triumph of a second re-
volution in the socio-economic rela-
tions in the countryside, and the
transition from the old to the new.
This transition brought along deep-
going economic, social, ideological
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and cultural changes in the life of
the village, in particular, and that
of the whole society, in general,
changes which would have been ut-
terly impossible to carry out in the
past.

In the economic field, the more ra-
dical change was that of ownership:
the replacement of the private owner-
ship of the land and farming inven-
tory with the common cooperativist
ownership. This transition which is
carried out in the conditions of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, is the
key to all the achievements in the
construction of the new socialist or-
der in the countryside, makes up the
foundation on which all the other
transformations are carried out in
the period of socialist construction.
On the basis of common socialist
property a new type of relations —
socialist  relations of production,
emerged in the Albanian countryside,
They are characterized by social co-
operation and mutual assistance of
the cooperative members who are
free from oppression and exploita-
tion. The superiority of the new re-
lations and the socialist system of
the economy, which are based on the
socialist ownership of the means of
production, was proved by the vigo-
rous development of the productive
forces and agricultural production in
our country. «The changes made in
the countryside,» Comrade Enver
Hoxha says, «have surpassed our
boldest hopes. That primitive and
backward /agriculture, ‘that broken
plough and those hungry people
working a land flooded in winter and
parched in summer, have remained
only a memory of the past, a point
of reference to size up the colossal
changes and advance made in these
post-Liberation years.»3

The PLA has never seen the deve-
lopment of relations of production
as an aim in itself, but has always
considered it a means for the deve-
lopment of productive forces, too,
as the other component part of the
mode of production. Here it has al-
ways seen to it that a dialectical
ratio of unity exists between the
productive forces and the relations
of production. It has considered the
emergence and development of the
socialist relations in the countryside
as a decisive condition for the liqui-

dation of oppression and exploitation,
economic and social advance and the
all-round development of the energies
which lay dorman in the anti-popular
regimes so as to develop the pro-
ductive forces at high rates, to liqui-
date the backwardness inherited from
the past, to strengthen the economy
and the defence potential of the coun-
try, to guarantee the gains of the
people’s revolution and to ensure the
living and prosperity of the working
people. On the other hand, this de-
velopment has exercised a powerful
influence also on the further deve-
lopment of the socialist relations of
production themselves,

The greatest achievement in the
political field with the collectivization
of agriculture was that the village
set out on the road of socialism.
The alliance between the working
class and the peasantry was streng-
thened further, and the links between
industry and agriculture and, more
generally between the city and the
countryside, became stronger. This
strengthened the socio-political base
of the dictatorship of the proletariat
further in Albania. The centuries-old
antagonistic contradiction between the
countryside and the city was elimi-
nated, and each of them began seeing
its faithful ally in the other.

At the same time, the collectiviza-
tion of agriculture created favoura-
ble conditions which, accompanied
with the intensive educational work
of the Party, created an appropriate
terrain for the implantation of the
socialist world outlook among the
peasantry, thereby gradually liberat-
ing it from the burden of backward
customs, religious prejudices, the feel-
ing of private ownership and petty-
bourgeois individualism, from the
mentality of the small landowner.
The new features of communist
ethies, such as collectivity, the so-
cialist stand towards work, putting
the general interest above that of
the cooperative, and that of the co-
operative above the personal interest,
concern about work in the coopera-
tive, ete, have replaced them and
have gone constantly strengthening.

Along with the creation and cons-
tant strengthening of the cooperativist
order, the strengthening of the ma-
terial and technical base of agri-

culture and its setting out on the
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road of intensification, and the deve-
lopment of the ideological and cultu-
ral revolution have played a great
role in the transformation of the cons-
ciousness and spiritual life of the
peasantry.

Establishment of a broad network
of cultural and educational institu-
tions, extension of education to all
zones and villages, equipment of
agriculture with cadres, etc., have
incomparably enriched cultural and
artistic life in the countryside. A
powerful impulse in this direction
was the electrification of all the vil-
lages of the country, which was
completed on October 25, 1970, 14 years
ahead of the former plan.

The cooperativist order in Albania,
in which the people are in power
and which is led by a truly Marxist-
Leninist party, like the PLA, has
brought about great improvements in
the mode of life, too. The new homes
with all the necessary hygienic con-
ditions, arrangement of villages into
new dwelling-centres, planned build-
ings and other improvements in the
way of living, such as replacement
of heavy and anti-hygienic costumes
with lighter and more hygienic ones,
improvements in the mode of nutri-
tion and sleeping, better conditions
for sanitary assistance, ete., have
made life in the Albanian country-
side beautiful and prosperous, bring-
ing it closer to life in the city,

Establishment and development of
new social relations of production
in the countryside, while giving a
powerful impulse to the development
of the productive forces, have opened
up new prospects also for the deve-
lopment of agricultural production.
From one five-year period to the other,
agricultural production has grown at
high rates, about two times as fast
as the population. In 1987, it was
54 times as large as in 1938, and
3,1 times as large as in 1960. Both
agriculture and livestock-breeding
have marked substantial increases.

Agriculture has developed in all
its branches, with cereals taking the
main place. Their production in 1987
as compared with 1960 has grown
46 times. Beginning from 1976 our
country has become self-sufficient in
bread grains.

These achievements in the field of
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