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TO BE PROUD OF YOUR HISTORY AND
LOVE YOUR PEOPLE IS NOT NATIONA-
LISM. ON THE CONTRARY., IF YOU DO
NOT KNOW FROM WHERE YOU COME
FROM AND WHO YOU ARE., YOU CAN-
NOT KNOW WHERE YOU ARE GOING OR
WHAT YOU SEEK. ONLY A PEOPLE CON-
SCIOUS OF THEIR ORIGINALITY AND
INDIVIDUALITY CAN ENTER INTO EQU-
AL RELATIONS WITH OTHERS. ONLY A
PEOPLE WHO LOVE THEIR OWN COUN-
TRY CAN LOVE THE OTHERS, TOO. ON-
LY HE WHO VALUES HIS OWN FREE-
DOMAND INDEPENDENCE CAN RESPECT

THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF
OTHERS.



THE 6th CONGRESS OF THE DEMOCRATIC FRON-

 RAMIZ ALIA

THE DEMOCRATIC FROT
FORCE FOR'’
OF THE SOCIA]

GREETING ADDRESS

Dear, comrade delegates,

The congresses of the Democratic Front have
always been demonstration of the political unity
of our people and their determination to march
forward boldly on the road of the socialist con-
struction.

And this marvellous Congress, too, to which
the people sent their most representative dele-
gates to examine the problems which interest
them at the moment, and the tasks which must
be accomplished in the future, arouses similar
feelings of satisfaction and joy, and patriotic
and revolutionary inspiration.

"I am very honoured that the Central Com-
mittee of the Party has charged me to convey
to you, the delegates to the 6th Congress, and
through you, to all members of the Democratic
Front, its ardent greetings and best wishes for
successful work and fruitful results.

Since the time the Party was created and
issued its great call for the general wuprising
to this day, the Democratic Front of Albania
has been its main support in the war for free-
dom and independence, and in the struggle for
the construction of socialism and in the defence
of the victories of the revolution. Together with
and by means of the Front, it has achieved
the mobilization of the people in the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War and the construction
of the state power, has carried out that unprece-
dented political education of the masses and,
above all, has been able to create for the first
time in our national history the political unity
of the people, that wunity which through the
ages has been the dream of all generations of
progressive Albanians who have been born and

died on their ancient territories through the
centuries.

When we speak about these glorious historic
victories, decisive for the destinies of our country
today and in the future, our minds turn imme-
diately to him who conceived the Democratic
Front, set it up and led it to the end of his
life, and dedicated all his energies to the union
of the people around the revolutionary-patriotic
ideal; to him who left to the Party and Albania
this powerful weapon and a great motive force
which is raising the progress and civilization of
our Homeland ever higher.

With feelings of boundless love, gratitude
and respect, we address our homage to our great
comrade, Enver Hoxha, who together with the
new Albania, which is founded on his struggle
and brilliant teachings, also left us the great
and permanent heritage of the Democratic Front.

Our people have coped successfully with the
most difficult moments of our recent history, such
as when we were attacked by our enemies and
when we were betrayed by our friends, precisely
because they were united round a great ideal,
which was the ideal of freedom and independence;
because they were united round a progressive
and scientific ideology, which was the ideology
of socialism; because they were united round a
correct policy, which was the policy of safeguard-
ing the complete sovereignty of our people and
nation. They were able to resist and triumph
because they formed this unity and supplemented
it with the traditions of their culture, with
their own national originality and individuality,
linked it with the defence of their right to be
equal subjects in their international relations,
with the desire to live in peace and friendship
with the other peoples.
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The great tasks which the country faces make
it essential that the Democratic Front should
work and struggle tirelessly to safeguard and
further temper the unity of the people, to extend
its social basis and to consolidate still further the
fundamental factors of this great historic victory.

The organization of the Front must wage its
struggle for strengthening our unity in conformity
with the stage of the socio-economic development
we have achieved. In the time of the war, the

Party united the people in the Front raising them

above more differences than there exist today,
setting participation in and support of the move-
ment as the minimum condition. And in this

‘way the Front laid the foundations of the unity

of the people. In today’s conditions the organiza-
tions of the Front must struggle for a more
all-sided unity of a higher quality: in ideology
and psychology, in morality and education, in
social conduct and ethical values. This is an
active unity which serves the progress of so-
cialism, the flourishing of the Homeland and the
embelishment of the life of the people.

The unity of the people as a social phe-
nomenon needs special and permanent care.
It has to do with the fundamental national
and social interests, but at different times and
in different situations, even these interests can
be conceived or interpreted in different ways.
Besides this, along with the general interests,
there are also specific interests of the various
strata of society represented in the Front, which
are not always in complete conformity and har-
mony. From this arises the need for a thorough
analysis which the Party must always make of
social phenomena which emerge and the neces-
sity of their scientific handling,

T - A GREAT POLITICAL
HE PROGRESS
IST HOMELAND

D TO THE CONGRESS

Our development is vigorous and our tran-
sformations in all fields are rapid. The changes
which they bring about in the life of society
and in the lives of individuals are great. How-
ever, this intensive development of our life, which
is positive in all directions and from all stand-
points, is also accompanied with some negative
phenomena. This is dialectical and in the philo-
sophical sense has no reason to disturb us. In
the practical sense, however, this requires special
attention.

We have very good, tested and effective
experience in the work for the education of the
masses, which has played and still plays a major
role in strengthening their unity. But this edu-
cation we must carry out ever better. We must
work harder to know our traditions, our history,
and our people. We must maintain and cultivate
their legitimate national pride which stems from
hundreds of years of struggle for freedom and
independence; which comes from their resistance
through the centuries to barbarous foreign inva-
sions, from the vitality of our language and cul-
ture which have withstood the upheavals and
tempests of major historical epochs; which comes
from the bravery and spirit of sacrifice of our
forefathers in their struggles for justice and truth,
and the virtues which have kept our nation alive.

To be proud of your history and love your
people is not nationalism. On the contrary, if you
do not know from where you come from and
who you are, you cannot know where you are
going or what you seek. Only a people conscious
of their originality and individuality can enter
into equal relations with others, only a people
who love their own country can love the others,
too, only he who values his own freedom and
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independence can respect the freedom and inde-
pendence of others.

Today when the world capitalist monopolies,
which have neither a face nor a colour of their
own, are aiming to turn nations and people into
robots, when they are seeking to standardize not
only tastes but also minds, to cut them out and
sell them up as if they were shirts, when a great
ideological and political cosmopolitan aggression
has broken out everywhere, defence of historical
traditions and progressive historical values, and
the psychic constitution inherited and developed
generation after generation assumes a special
importance, because these are permanent sources
of the spiritual forces which drive forward the
development of each nation and of all nations
together.

We have a superiority and a powerful weapon
in our hands to understand the social phenomena
correctly so we can support and encourage their
positive aspects and combat their negative aspects.
Our Marxist-Leninist science and our communist
ideal give the unity of the people new strength,
because it enriches it with a content of progressive
and democratic class ideas and transforms it into
a great motive force of our society for defence
or attack at any time and in any situation.

This is why our Party has continuously stres-
sed that assimilation of Marxism-Leninism, as a
philosophy and practice of the construction of
socialism, must be one of the main preoccupa-
tions of eur people. If we do not do this, then
various splits will be created in the body of
our society, and breaches will be opened through
which hostile ideologies can penetrate, and this
could create situations which put in jeopardy the
future of the Homeland and the destinies of
socialism in Albania.

In connection with education, including Marx-
ist-Leninist education, there is an element that
must always be kept in mind; if the problems
which life brings forth are not solved, not only
the forms, but the very content of education
will become worthless, the knowledge gained
will be transformed into passive knowledge and
unusable cultural values.

Hence, practice, and the solution of problems
which emerge is not only a criterion of the truth,
but also a condition for the safeguarding of truths.
Today the ability of individuals, cadres, and
administrations of various organisms is reflected
precisely in the solution of problems which emerge.
Here, too, is expressed their struggle for the
strengthening of the unity of the people and the
progress of the country.

Just as our people have always thirsted for
freedom, independence and social equality, so they
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have also sought justice and legality. While they
have suffered greatly from national oppression
and capitalist exploitation, they have suffered no
less from feudal-bourgeois arbitrarity and anarchy.

It was their hatred for these great burdens
which the people expressed with such severity
during the National Liberation War, and after-
wards, against those responsible for these burdens,
against the old legal institutions and the practices
of administration of the past, against alien moral
standards and customs based on injustice. It was
this desire to wipe out parasitim and its mentality
as a moral and social phenomenon.which encoura-
ged the people to embrace with such love and
devotion the new legislation of the new state
power and the norms of socialist morality.

Today, too, our new man has a great sensi-
tivity and a strong reaction towards any manife-
station, however slight, of arbitrarity, arrogance,
favouritism or indifference. And this is completely
right. We often talk about lack of discipline at
work, in individual sectors and persons, about
damaged social property, stands of indifference to-
wards problems of the people by various state
institutions, undue intervention by certain cadres,
undeserved gains by certain people, etc. For the
restriction and elimination of these phenomena and
the creation of an atmosphere in which they are
scorned and rejected, persistent and continuous
educational activity, a total mobilization of public
opinion and greater legal and administrative work
is required. All of us should be fighters to defend
our common property, our socialist coexistence and
the standards of our communist morality.

For example, what do violations of discipline
at work mean? This cannot be a personal matter
which damages only the guilty individual. By
breaching discipline you harm someone else, oblige
him to work for you, harm his honour and con-
science as a worker and citizen, and devalue him
as a citizen of this country. Then, why should
he excuse you or pamper you?

The individual or the family may be senti-
mental and tolerant in the sense that they may
keep a member who does not work, may put up
with his laziness, may still differentiate between
son and daughter, husband and wife, etc. But
the state and society can be neither sentimental
nor patriarchal when they have to do with the
labour laws, or the norms of coexistence. In its
principled - attitude our society may even seem
ruthless towards these phenomena, but it is pre-
cisely in this ruthlessness that it displays its demo-
cracy and humanism. To allow violation of the
property and the morality which is built upon it,
means to permit the fundamental base of a society
to be attacked. No one can permit this.

Precisely for this reason, our society
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rejects negative phenomena, in whatever form
they present themselves, and condemns them as
unacceptable and directly harmful activities, or
as alien moral concepts and violation of state
laws, or rules of socialist coexistence turned into
general norms.

Today our country needs the mobilization of
all its live, physical and mental, forces in order
to carry forward our new life. If we bear in
mind the special conditions of Albania, which
is building socialism surrounded by the stormy
bourgeois-revisionist ocean, we shall understand
even more clearly how politically and ideologically
strong the unity of our people, how morally pure
our society, and how creative our work must be.

The results of the work of the Democratic
Front for the political and patriotic education of
the people and the strengthening of their unity
are expressed in all fields of social activity, but
they are every day more concretely apparent
in the field of the economy.

Our people are pleased and optimistic to see
that their economy is extending and growing
stronger with their own forces, that it is provi-
ding employment and prosperity for them, and
ensuring the necessary means for the indepen-
dence of the country and the defence of the
Homeland.

Economic successes are great in all branches
of production and in all the zones of the country.
During the eighties, in comparison with the
sixties, the average volume of the social product
is about three times, that of the fund of con-
sumption over two times, and the export of
goods over four times larger. These developments
have made it possible to increase the productivity
of social labour, to expand the country’s invest-
ments potential, to improve the material well-
being of the people, and carry forward the
education and cultural emancipation of the whole
society.

In the upsurge of work to celebrate the great
jubilee of liberation with new victories, good
results are being achieved in this fourth year
of the five-year plan. In general, the plans which
the Party has drafted for the economic and
cultural development of the country are being
accomplished successfully. During the first 6
months of this year, the plan of social production
has been overfulfilled to the extend of 200
million leks; and goods worth more than 800
million leks have been produced over and above
what was produced last year. Meanwhile, natio-
nal income has increased about 10 per cent. The
planned targets for labour productivity, consumer
goods turn-over and in other directions have been
overfulfilled.
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During these six months the income from
export goods increased about 40 per cent. The
concern of society for agriculture is being further
increased. This year crops were on a whole good
and the number of livestock has increased. Work
is going on everywhere to utilize the new material
and organizational possibilities and the present
favourable weather conditions to increase agri-
cultural production.

From this lofty tribune, on behalf of the
Party, I wish especially to congratulate the work-
ing collectives which have become initiators of
and have engaged in the movements for speeding
up the construction of new projects and increa-
sing the efficiency of the economy; the workers
ana specialists ot the hydro-power complex of
Banja who kept their word, ensuring that 120
million cubic metres of water are now available
for agriculture; the heroic youth who are rapidly
pushing ahead their actions in railway construction
and other sectors; the cooperativist peasantry
and especially the advanced brigades, which have
given new impulse to work in agriculture, crea-
tively applying the decisions of the 7th Plenum
of the Central Committee; and the technical and
creative intelligentsia which has placed its know-
ledge and talent in the service of socialism
and the prosperity of our beloved Homeland.

Our economic progress is obvious, but pro-
spects are even better. Social ownership and
pianned management provide new possibilities to
further increase production. At present from
underground we are extracting about 9 million
tons of minerals and fuels, compared with 3.5
million we extraced in 1970. These resources are
being increased rapidly. The productive capacity
oI tne agricultural land is being extended cease-
lessly. Demographic processes are proceeding
normally and the active work force guarantees
dynamic development in all spheres of social
activity. The independence of the country and
our self-reliance ensures stable development in
all sectors.

While affirming these successes and prospects
and our unshakeable confidence in the future,
we are aware that in the course of our develop-
ment various difficulties emerge. We have had
such difficulties in the past, are having them
today, and will have them in the future, too.
However, they can be overcome, although not
automatically and in a spontaneous way. Diffi-
culties can be overcome through persistent work
by all our organisms. Overcoming them requires
a thorough understanding of situations, just as
it requires a special mobilization of forces, crea-
tiveness and initiative from all individuals, cadres
and the mass of the working people.

The Marxist-Leninist methodology worked out
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by the Party permits us to discover the different
phenomena, positive or negative, on time and
to take effective measures to deal with them.
Our experience has confirmed that socialism has
the possibilities within its own system to over-
come the contradictions, conflicts and difficulties
which emerge during its development and to
respond to the dialectics of life. Socialism has
no need to borrow reforms and mechanisms from
the capitalist order which it has overthrown,
Proof of how dangerous and counter-revolutionary
that course is is the predicament the former
socialist countries that flirted with bourgeois
reforms are in today.

For the construction of socialism Albania
relies on its own forces, the course chosen by its
people, its own practices and traditions, and its
own thinking, which is illuminated by our revo-
lutionary ideology and the teachings of Comrade
Enver Hoxha. This is the guarantee that socialism
in Albania will always advance, that our national
freedom and independence will never be violated,
and that the life of our people will be ever
more prosperous.

In the future, too, the Democratic Front of
Albania has an important role to play in streng-
thening our socialist democracy, just as it has
done throughout the nearly 50 years of its acti-
vity. As an organization rallying and uniting
the popular masses of the country, the Front
is a tribune from which, on the basis of the
general line of the Party, workers and peasants,
intellectuals and veterans freely express their
opinions, make proposals and suggestions about
issues of the policy, the economy and the culture,
the socialist construction and the defence of the
country. The Front must always be able to force-
fully record and transmit the demands and
desires of the masses, and to mobilize them to
apply the line of the Party.

At the present time, when the principles of
socialist democracy are under the attack of the
united front of the bourgeoisie and revisionists,
it is the duty, not only of the organizations of
the Front, but of everyone, to defend these
principles, by applying them and putting them
into practice ever more extensively and tho-
roughly.

Taking advantage of the capitalist restoration
that has swept the Soviet Union, China and other
former socialist countries, and especially exploiting
the failures which have occurred there in the
political and social fields, the bourgeois propa-
ganda is trying to present these phenomena as
failures of the sacialist system and its revolutio-
nary theory and practice. Such an interpretation
is speculative and inspired by that savage anti-
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communism which has always fought with all
its means to overthrow socialism.

The present events in those countries prove
not the failure of socialism but only the ugliness
of that capitalist course which they embraced 30
years ago, and which the Party of Labour of
Albania criticized openly and publicly at that
time.

The reforms which are being applied in the
Soviet Union, Hungary, Poland and elsewhere,
through which the way is being opened to the
domination of private property and the introduc-
tion of monopoly capital, and the revival of
anti~communist reaction, old and new, are being
accompanied with class and ethnic conflicts,
outbreaks of anarchy and police violence, un-
employment and decline in the standard of living,
the spread of moral degeneration, etc. These are
not results of the socialist system, or features
characteristic of it. They are evils of the capitalist
system, and evidence of the existence and action
of its law.

Precisely because Perestroika and the reforms
which are being applied in a number of countries
serve the restoration of capitalism, the internatio-
nal bourgeoisie and reaction are supporting them
with enthusiasm. Moreover, they are even recom-
mending them as a «model» of economic deve-
lopment, as a criterion of the progress of demo-
cracy, and indeed, as a condition for international
cooperation between states.

Formerly, in its subversive activity against
the revolution and socialism, the bourgeoisie
recommended the Yugoslav road, the system of
self-administration, as a model. But very soon
we all saw how this model ended up. Now it
is being devalued from every aspect. The example
of Yugoslavia is extremely significant, also, in
connection with big capital’s advocacy of the
reforms of the Soviets and others.

The Albanian communists, with Enver Hoxha
at the head, have the merit that they were
the first who warned that Yugoslav self-admini-
stration, the 20th Congress of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Union, Mao Tsetung thought,
and Eurocommunism had nothing to do either
with socialism or communism, that they were
capitalist theories and practices which would lead
to the overthrow of socialism and the restoration
of capitalism.

The Albanian communists were neither pro-
phets nor soothsayers, but Marxist-Leninists, who
were convinced that the revisionist betrayal was
bound to lead, just as it did, not towards the
progress and well-being of the people, but to-
wards regression and crises, not towards the
democratization of human relations, but towards
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their degeneration, not towards the strengthening
of the people’s state power, but towards the
establishment of the power of the bourgeoisie
and tanks.

The retrogressive processes which are occurr-
ing in the former socialist countries today are
for us not only a confirmation of the correctness
of the line of our Party, but also an encourage-
ment to proceed with greater courage and de-
termination on the brilliant road which our
revolution has opened us, to the extension of
our tested socialist democracy, so that our people
will always exercise their power in genuine free-
dom, and the individual, liberated from exploita-
tion or any kind of oppression, will develop his
personality, and create and act with initiative to
the benefit of society and himself, and to the
benefit of the socialist Homeland.

Comrades,

The problems of our international relations
have always been at the centre of attention
of the Democratic Front of Albania. The struggle
which it has waged for recognition of the new
Albania and the increase of its prestige and
respect in the world, and its support for and
defence of the foreign policy of our Party
represent one of its outstanding traditions.

For the Party of Labour of Albania, the
Democratic Front, and the Albanian state, foreign
policy has had and has one objective: to ensure
the complete freedom, independence and sove-
reignty of our people, to create favourable exter-
nal conditions for the construction of socialism,
and guaranteeing the peaceful life of our people.
The international activity of our country, its
relations abroad, and its stands towards current
world events are determined by these lofty
interests.

The situations today are very complex. They
are characterized by great variability and no
less instability. The lowering of tensions in some
zones is countered by the raising of tensions in
others, the solution of one problem is accompanied
with the emergence and complication of several
others. Of course, as long as the causes of
fundamental world contradictions have not been
eliminated, the elimination of their consequences
cannot be expected, either. However, the clashes,
conflicts, confrontations, etc., which emerge from
these contradictions, do not necessarily take the
same form or manifest themselves with the same
intensity. Today we are living precisely at a
time when the various world groupings, military,
economic, political, and ideological, while unwa-
veringly maintaining their strategies, are rapidly
altering their tactics, methods of struggle, and
immediate objectives.
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Our view is that the temporary easing of
tension, which is dictated by specific interests of
the superpowers, should not lead to euphoria or
lowering of vigilance. The superpowers, the United
States of America and the Soviet Union, remain
what they have been: they have given up neither
their strategic aims of ensuring hegemony for
themselves and their rights over others, nor their
spheres of influence and the privileges which this
policy secures for them. A

Consistent in its foreign policy, socialist Al-
bania has supported and will continue to support
all those actions which are in favour of general
peace and security, and will oppose anything
which threatens the freedom, independence and
sovereignty of the peoples, and the interests of
the progress of mankind. It has condemned and
will continue to condemn the expansionist and
hegemonic policy of the imperialist superpowers,
which are mainly to blame for the tensions and
conflicts between states taday. Our sympathy and
solidarity are with those who defend their natio-
nal and social rights, who fight for equality in
international relations, non-interference in the
internal affairs of others, and respect of the
right of each people to choose and pursue their
own course of development.

We have paid and will continue to pay special
attention to our relations with the neighbouring
countries. In determining our stand, we have
proceeded not only from the interests of our
own country, but also from our conviction that
a good Balkan climate would also have no small
influence in improving inter-European relations,
and the situation in the Mediterranean and the
Middle East. '

We are aware that between the Balkan states
there still exist many disagreements, misunder-
standings and contradictions, which come from
their past history, the interference of foreigners
in our Peninsula, which has never ceased, their
participation in rival military and economic alli-
ances, and a relative backwardness in their general
development in comparison with other European
countries. But what is required today is not that
we list the obstacles, difficulties and their causes,
but that we work out how and in what way
we can overcome them: by means of confrontation
and force, or by means of dialogue and collabora-
tion,

We are for the latter, because this is the
course of the sound reason, the course which is
imposed by the vital interests of the Balkan
countries and their freedom, independence and
sovereignty, by the contemporary development of
international relations, and above all, by the desire
of the peoples of our Peninsula to live in peace
and friendship with one another.
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The fact that the Balkan countries have begun
a process of talking together in order to establish
and strengthen cooperation in different sectors of
mutual interest is encouraging and promising. The
meetings of foreign ministers last year in Belgrade,
and of their deputies in Sofia and Tirana, as
well as the meetings of the heads of many govern-
ment departments have given an obvious impulse
to this process.

Along with these positive trends, however,
there still exist some negative factors which give
rise to tensions in Balkan relations and inhibit
the process of cooperation. For example, a new
conflict, although its roots are old, has begun
to flare up, and is becoming as worrying as it
is dangerous. I am referring to the stand towards
ethnic minorities.

The use of police repression and violence
against ethnic populations is a policy entirely con-
trary to the sound logic and the spirit of the
times, a policy which comes from an outdated
and discredited ideology which has caused very
great damage to all the peoples of the Balkans.
To insist on it still means to move backwards,
not forwards. Political wisdom and foresight, and
the interests of general peace and security call
for the economic and national emancipation of
minorities, equality in their civil rights and demo-
cratization of human relations, not oppression and
discrimination and denial of constitutional free-
doms.

The numerous Yugoslav crises, and in parti-
cular, the tragic events in Kosova and the outbreak
of national conflicts within the republics which
make up this neighbour country exert an influ-
ence inhibiting the advance of the process of
Balkan cooperation. The worst thing is that this
grave internal situation has also begun to project
itself onto the international relations of Yugos-
lavia, especially with its neighbouring countries.
Among other things, the leadership of Serbia
has launched an absurd campaign, with marked
provocative tendencies, against Albania and other
Balkan countries under the pretext of protecting
Serb minorities who are allegedly living and
being persecuted in these countries. Of course,
this is a cheap propaganda ploy, but nevertheless,
it expresses a tendency which-reveals a definite
policy, that of finding any sort of cause and
of creating any sort of pretext in order to
quarrel with the neighbours.

Socialist Albania has always sincerely desired
to have the best possible relations with Yugos-
lavia. The great interests we have in common
demand such a thing. If Albanian-Yugoslav rela-
tions have not recorded any notable progress
hitherto, Albania is not to blame for this. Domi-
nation of primitive nationalism which influences
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the foreign policy of Yugoslavia towards our
country, and the archaic anti-Albanianism which
is one of the foundations of its internal policy,
have not allowed and still do not allow the
Yugoslav leaders to handle relations with Albania
and the Albanians wisely and realistically.

The failure of this policy is now very obvious.
If up till yesterday there was only one conflict,
the Serbo-Albanian conflict, today, as anyone
can see, the Serbo-Croatian and the Serbo-Slo-
venian conflicts have come to the surface. If
things go on like this, Serbo-Montenegrin and
Serbo-Macedonian conflicts will arise, too.

As a neighbour country with Yugoslavia,
linkzd with its peoples in good times or bad,
we desire neither its destabilization nor its
disintegration. We think, however, that denial of
democracy, violation of equality between nations
and nationalities, and establishment of the hege-
mony of one nation over others is not a course
which can get Yugoslavia out of its crises and
protect it from conflicts, or promote its develop-
ment.

Marx said very correctly that a people who
oppress other peoples cannot be free themselves,
either. It is impossible for the people of Kosova
to be oppressed, imprisoned and maimed, and
for state violence to be exercised against the
youth and intelligentsia of Kosova, and the rest
of Yugoslavia to remain democratic and pro-
gressive. Either there will be freedom and demo-
cracy for all the nations and nationalities which
make up Federative Yugoslavia, or there will
be freedom and democracy for none of them.

The Albanians in Yugoslavia are not a mino-
rity and cannot be treated as such. They repre-
sent the third largest population in this multi-
national state. It has already been proved that
nothing can be achieved without them or against
them, just as nothing can be achieved without
the Serbs eor acvainst the Serbs, without the
Croatians or against the Croatians, and so on.

Chauvinism ard nationalism, murders. jai-
lings and the policy violence have brought benefit
to no one. This has been shown by the {tragic
events in Kosova, which our entire people have
denounced and resolutely condemned, ijust as
world public opinion has done. Those in Belgrade
were very quick to drink the champagne to the
victory over the Albanians! However, the Al-
banians are not intimidated and international
relations are not improved by this chauvinist
delirium. The 600th anniversary of the battle of
Kosova Plain can be celebrated noisily, with a
clear tendency to flatter Great-Serb nationalism.
However, national hatred and oppression can
never become the pillar and basis on which a
multi-rational state can stand and live,
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The peoples of Yugoslavia fought heroically
and shed their blood in torrents not only to
drive out the foreign invaders, but also to get
rid of the hegemony of the Karageogevies. It
would be a great misfortune if they were to
return to that Yugoslavia which has been rightly
described as a prison of peoples.

Dear comrade delegates to the Congress of
the Democratic Front!

Great things await our people. This year we
will celebrate the glorious jubilee of the 45th
anniversary of the Liberation of our beloved
Homeland. This date marks a good occasion to
make a balance of our work and victories during
these decades of our free life. This is also a
moment to mobilize our forces even more po-
werfully to accemplish the new plans the Party
has drafted, to successfully apply its correct and
unerring line which has brought us to these
happy days and will assure us of even better
days in the future.

Our people are fully convinced that the
organization of the Front, faithful to its brilliant
traditions, will stand, as always, in the forefront
of the struggle for the achievement of new
victories on our brilliant course of socialist
construction, the progress and prosperity of the
countrv and the happiness of our people.

Once again I wish you success in your work!
Let this Congress mark a new step in the
strengthening of the Democratic Front of Al-
bania and the mobilization of the great army
of its members to fulfil the tasks which it will
set.

Long live the Democratic Front of Albania!

Long live our heroic people!

Long live our Party of Labour, the leader
and organizer of all our victories!

Glory to the brilliant work of Comrade Enver
Hoxha!

*

From 26th to 28th June, the 6th Congress of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania (DFA) held its proceedings in
the Paluce of Congresses in the capital, amidst great revo-
lutionary enthusiasm.

The delegates came to this large convention of
unity with profound love and gratitude for the Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha, the founder and leader
of the Democratic Front. They were happy and
proud of the successes achieved in these 45 years of
our freé life, and resolute and ready to march always
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ahead on the road of socialism, under the leadership
of the Party with Comrade Ramiz Alia at the head.

At 9% o'clock on June 26th, the delegates and
guests broke into applause and enthusiestic chears to
greet the entrance into the hall of Comrade Ramiz
Alia and other Party and state leaders, Comrades
Adil Carcahi, Besnik Bekteshi, Foto Cami, Hajredin
Celiku, Hekuran Isai, Lenka Cuko, Manush Myftiu,
Muho Asllani, Pali Miska, Prokop Murra, Rita Marko,
Simon Stefani, Llambi Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi, Qirjako
Mihali and Vangjel Cérrava.

As well as the delegates to the Congress, members
of the Central Committee of the Party, the Presidium
of the People’s Assembly and Government, people’s he-
roes and heroes of socialist labour, deputies and coun-
citlors, representatives of the organizations of the masses
and the army, cadres of the organs of the Party and
state in the districts, and distinguished members of the
organizations of the Democratic Front, also attended.

-~The 6th Congress of the DFA was opened by
the vice-chairman of the General Council of the DFA,
Pilo Peristeri.

The delegates unanimously approved the agenda of
the Congress proceedings:

1. The report, «The Democratic Front — the Broa-
dest Support of the Party in the Socialist Construction
uf the Country-; ' ‘

2. Contributions to the discussion of the report;

3. Endorsement of the documents of the Congress;

4. Election of the General Council of the DFA.

The Chairman of the General Council of the Demo-
eratic Front of Albania, Nexhmije Hoxhe, delivered the
report, «The Democratic Front — the Broadest Support
of the Party in the Socialist Construction of the
Couniry». o

The period which has passed since the 5th Congress
of the Democratic Front, she said among other things,
has affirmed with renewed force the unbreakable unity
which exists in the ranks of our people and the
steel links of the people with the Party.

In this unbreakable unity the Party and the people
found the strength and courage to cope with the
difficulties of growth and of the weather, with the
savage interference, pressure and blackmail which the
imperialists and revisionists of all hues exercised
against us. In this unity the Party and the people
found the strength and courage to uncover and defeat
all hostile groups of plotters and putschists who aimed
to overthrow the people’s state power. The experience
of the struggle against them is an important lesson
of our history which teaches us that we must always
be vigilant to apply the line of the Party and wage
the class struggle persistently.

The achievements of the past decade, like the 45
years of freedom and socialism in our Albania, confirm
the great and undeniable truth that at all stages the
leadership of the Party has been a source of strength
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and successes for the Democratic Front. This historic
truth, proved in all the battles for the radical tran-
sformation of the Homeland and the construction of
the new life, has been summed up very well by the
people in the expression, «<What the people want the
Party does, and what the Party wants the people do.»

We must guard this unity like the apple of our
eye. We must ceaselessly temper it and make it ever
more powerful. It is a necessity for all times. The
internal and external conditions in which our people
are building and defending their socialist society, the
great proolems of its present and fuiure developmeni,
demand this. Experience has convinced us that only
a people who close their ranks tightly in unity of
thought, aim and action, around their Marxist-Leninist
party, are capable of securing and safeguarding the
freedom and independence of their homeland, of develo-
ping and advancing ceaselessly by coping successfully
with all the difficulties and obstacles of any type.

Our organization, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha went
on, always remains fresh and dynamic and is con-
tinually rejuvenated because in its ranks there is unity
of the generations, father and son are united in a
single entity, and veterans of the war and work mili-
tate shoulder to shoulder with the present younger
generation which is the most vigorous, active and
creative force of the Front.

This continuity, this natural organic unity of gene-
rations, which expresses the noble and humane aspects
of our society, is a further testimony to the superiority
of socialism as a more humane order.

Ardent patriotism characterizes our people. For the
freedom and independence of the Homeland they are
ready to make the supreme sacrifices and mobilized
to respond without hesitation to anyone who seeks to
lay hands on ftheir territory, the life which they are
building with the sweat of their brow and the socialist
victories.

Amongst us patriotism has been enriched with new
values and has taken a new higher meaning. It has
been and is a true national treasure. Both cosmopolita-
nism and chauvinism are alien to it. Our people have
demonstrated in deeds that they are great patriots and
internationalists at the same time.

The new socialist Albania, built frem the very
foundations during these 45 years, Comrade Nexhmije
said, is the majestic work of the extraordinary achieve-
ments of our brave and hard-working people under the
brilliant leadership of the Party. This glorious jubilee
gives this Congress of the Democratic Front further
cause for rejoicing.

All the working masses are included in the work of
production, construction and creation to put into prac-
tice the tasks which the 9th Congress of the Party
set for the 8th Five-year Plan and the decisions of
the plenums of the Central Committee of the Party
for the further strengthening of the economy and rai-
sing the 1level of well-being. The people thoroughly
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understand what Comrade Ramiz Alia has pointed out
that, «Without a strong economy, there is no secure
defence, no genuine freedom and independence, no
raising of the level of well-being, and no develspment of
education and culture.» The political judgement and
consciousness of the people, their initiative, spirit of
action and creative potential, are conditions for the
socialist construction oi tne counsry. This is tne reason
why just as the effort or everyone is required, the
creative and inventive tninking ol ail iS equally neces-
sary.

seii-reiiance has been and is a fundamental prin-
ciple ior uie deveiOpincur 01 our society. The readiness
of the masses 10 unaevvake the solution of the major
tasks of the time has its source in the correct and
thorough understanding of this principle.

Socialism raises high the dignity and personality
of the working man, the informed and inventive man.
Thanks to the great activity of the Party and its
levers, a new socialist attitude to work and property
has been created everywhere. Our people know that
the biessings they enjoy come from work and work
alone. They know that our socialist property is the
basis of the present and the future of the country,
the basis of socialism, for our children and the genera-
tions that will follow.

Amongst us everything is accomplished by the people
and 1 the interests of the people. Well-being is expres-
sed and finds its reflection in all aspects of the life
of our people. Today Albania has 3,200,000 inhabitantis
with the youngest mean age in Europe, 27 years,
and with the average life expectancy of about 72
years.

Finding employment for the whole people, especially
in a country like Albania with its high rates of the
increase of population, requires a great engagement of
the economy. Likewise, the Party pursues the wise
policy of keeping the whole couniry populated, because
it is in the interests of socialism that the countryside
should not be abandoned, but on the contrary, life
should flourish in town and countryside, in the plains
and in the mountains, in each corner of the Homeland.

The ideological and political education of the wor-
king masses, she pointed out, has been and remains
one of the important tasks of the organization of the
Democratic Front. This is made even more necessary
today, not only because of the major problems to be
solved, which are facing our society, but also because
of the ideological struggle which is being waged on
a national plane between socialism and capitalism,
between Marxism-Leninism and revisionism. Let us
not forget, either, that in the daily work and struggle
for the strengthening of the economy and culture, our
man is under the pressure both of the remnants of
the old world which we overturned, and of the world
which surrounds us.

The socialist democracy in our counfry is genuine
democracy in action. For our people socialism has
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created freedom and rights beyond any comparison
with capitalism, has guaranteed their free and indepen-
dent life, has created true social equality, has guaranteed
national minorities the same rights as all citizens, has
opened the way for the extensive development of edu-
cation and culture, art and science in the service of
the broad masses of the people, has liberated the
people from the spiritual shackles of outdated ideolo-
gies and has equipped them with lofty ideals, making
their life worthy of living.

In the world today there is a great clamour about
human rights and freedoms. Indeed, the bourgecisie and
the revisionists have built up a whole campaign of
slunders against socialism, trying to present themselves
as banner-bearers of freedom and champions of human
rights. But wherever the capital rules, there is neither
genuine democracy, freedom, nor security in life, because
there the working people have been divested of the
means of production, are subjected to exploitation and
are divided from participation in government by an
insurmountable bureaucratic wall. In these countries there
are tens of millions of unemployed, whereas drug addiction
and crime, dissipation and degeneration have become
common phenomena and serious problems for the youth
and all society. The banner of freedoms and human
rights is the banner of socialism and not of the
bourgeoisie and imperialism, which trample these free-
doms and rights underfoot. Socialist seociety alone has
all the material, juridical and spiritual possibilities and
guarantees for the development of freedom and all-round
flowering of human personality. The best evidence of
this is our socialist society, which has really placed
our working man on a pedestal.

The fundamental guarantee of the rule of the people,
of the popular character of the state, of genuine demo-
cracy for the broad working masses and the assurance
of the real rights for the working man is the undivided
leadership of the Party — the vanguard of the working
class in our socialist society.

Dwelling on the current international situation, Com-
rade Nexhmije Hoxha said:

At present, the international situation is characterized
by a great contest of imperialist powers and groupings
to capture the most powerful economic and political
positions, to establish their hegemony and domination in
the world. Today, the propaganda machine of the im-
perialist powers is making an all-sided campaign of
demagogy and deception about the alleged reduction of
tensions resulting from the change of policy of the two
superpowers, the United States of America and the Soviet
Union, and the rapprochement and understanding between
them. It is claimed that we are allegedly facing an
«historic> turning-poeint, that the conditions have matured
and the possibilities have emerged for radical changes
in the direction of a general reconciliation between
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opposing great powers: for international security and
the good of the peoples. :

In these disturbed conditions, the peoples have had
to unite their - efforts more firmly in order to defend
their national freedom and independence, to oppose im-
perialism and any kind of sooial oppression, to avoid
war and defend peace.

The Democratic Front of Albania unreservedly sup-
ports the foreign policy of the Party of Labour and
our state, because it defends the lofty patriotic, revolu-
tionary and progressive interests of the Albanian people,
and reflects their peace-loving aims and their desires
for understanding and cooperation between peoples. The
first and main objective of this policy has been and
still is to guarantee our national sovereignty and free-
dom, to ensure political and economiec independence
and to defend our victories. Resolute exposure of and
opposition to the expansionist and hegemonic policy of
the two imperialist superpowers has also been one of
thé main component parts of our foreign policy.

Its clear, just and principled stands towards interna-
tional issues and developments have brought about
that the prestige of our country in the world has
risen higher and higher, that its name enjoys the
sympathy of the freedom-loving peoples and its voice
is listened to with respect. We all rejoice that the
number of friends and admirers of Albania in the
world is steadily increasing. The Democratic Front, in
its own name and on behalf of the Albanian people,
thanks all those friends and admirers, wherever they
are and whoever they might be, for their consideration
and friendship and for their interest and support.

All the members of our organization resolutely sup-
port the policy of good neighbourliness followed by our
Party and state with the couniries round us and their
efforts to strengthen the spirit of trust and understanding,
to increase cooperation with reciprocal interests in all
fields where this is possible.

For our people good neighbourliness has never been
simply a geographical neotion. Our people have under-
stood it as an objective relationship of common interests
and obligations for safeguarding the freedom and inde-
pendence of the Balkan peoples, strengthening their
own sovereignty and avoiding the interference of foreign
powers, and maintaining mutual respect for the historical
heritage and their original culfures. A correct and
thorough understanding of this relationship would
greatly assist in overcoming many obstacles and diffi-
culties which still stand in the way of establishing
fruitful inter-Balkan cooperation.

Our country has striven to establish an atmosphere
of genuine good neighbourliness in its relations with
Yugoslavia, too. But such a thing has been not achieved,
and Albania is not to blame for this. To say the
least of it, the policy which is being pursued towards
our country in Yugoslavia is not at all constructive
and is contrary to the interests of our peoples and
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the interests of good neighbourliness. A noisy anti-
Albanian propaganda, in markedly hostile overtones,
has been stepped up to even higher levels recently in
connection with the events in Kosova.

The Democratic Front of Albania resolutely rejects
the - accusations made against our country of inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Yugoslavia and the
insinuations that allegedly it us for the destabilization
and destruction of Yugoslavia.

The whole world knows, and the Yugoslavs know
only too well, that Albania does not interfere in the
attairs of others, in any sector or in any issue. It
maintains tnmis stand not only towards Yugoslavia, but
towards any other country. Non-interference is its
prineiple and practice in international relations.

However, it there are still people in Yugoslavia
who think that by accusing us of interference, of
territorial claims which we have never raised, or
incitement of ‘contlicts between nationalities, etc., we
Albanians will lower our voice in defence of the
lawful rights of tne Albanians in Yugoslavia, they are
gravely mistaken.

- 'he violence which is being used for a long time
against the Albanians of Kosova and other parts of
Yugoslavia, the Killing of innocent people, and the
imprisonment of thousands of youth, the great poverty
and sutfering, the mass persecution and inhuman dis-
crimination, cause us grief, as they do all Albanians
wherever they live.

Therefore, our organization at its Cengress cannot
fail to express its anger and protest over all those
chauvinist actions which are being perpetrated against
Albanians in Yugoslavia, all those injustices which are
committed against them, all that violence and oppression
exerted against them.

The Albanians who live in Yugoslavia are not seeking
pity from anyone. They are demanding those rights
which they won through their National Liberation War
and which are now being denied them, they demand to be
on an equal footing with the other peoples of Yugos-
lavia, demand the right to maintain and develop their
language and culture, their historical traditions and
way of life. Recognition and practical implementation of
these rights would be to the general benefit, not
only of the Albanians, but also of all the peoples of
Yugoslavia. This would also be in the interests of
peace and security in the Balkans and more widely.

Just as we have always been united in the struggle
for the triumph of freedom and construction of so-
cialism, today and in the future we will remain united
to defend them from any enemy wherever it comes
from and in whatever form it presents ifself. Just
as we will extend our sincere hand of friendship to
all those who accept it, we will know how to cope with
the pressure and infrigues of all those who do not
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wish us well; just as we will continue fo collaborate
with goodwill with all those who respect the principles
of equality and non-interference, we will know how
to reject the blandishments of those who aim to divert
us from our correct course.

The foreign policy of our Party and state bhas
always been open and independent, reflecting the place
and responsibility of our country in the international
community. This policy has had and will always have
the full support of all the Albanian people.

In our beloved Homeland, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha
said in conclusion, the people and the Party, closely
united as always, will safeguard this unity between
them as the most priceless treasure, will consolldate
and carry forward the victories achieved, conscious and
determined to leave to the present and future genera-
tions «an Albania always stronger, always red like the
undying flame of the communist and partisan hearts
and ideals, an Albania which will live and advance
through the centuries.»

This was Enver’s final behest and this was the
vow which Enver’s comrade and close collaborator, our
beloved leader, Comrade Ramiz Alia, took before him
in the name of the Party and the people.

In the midst of the great joy of those present,
Comrade Ramiz Alia took the floor to greet the Congress
on behalf of the Central Committee of the Party.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s speech was listened to very
attentively and was frequently punctuaied by applause
for our glorious Party.

In the third session the Congress passed onto the
second point on the agenda.

In the afternoon of June 26 the delegates paid
homage to the Cemetery of the Martyrs of the Nation
and the grave of Comrade Enver Hoxha. They paid
a wvisit to the Museum for Enver Hoxha, displaying
their gratitude and respect for the brilliant work of
the beloved and wunforgettable leader, Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

In honour of the 6th Congress of the DFA, the
professional and amateur artistic troupes of the capital
and of some districts gave a concert at the Summer
Theatre in the Big Park of the capital in the evening
of June 27.

The contributions to the discussion of the report
over, the Congress went on the third point on the
agenda: endorsement of the documents of the Congress.

Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha, presiding this session,
gave the floor to the delegate Xhelil Gjoni who, on
behalf of the commission, read the Call of the 6th
Congress of the DFA. The Call was unanimously appro-
ved. The delegates approved the decision of the 6th
Congress of the DFA to endorse the report <«The
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Democratic Front of Albania — the Broadest Support
of the Party for the Socialist Construction of the
Country».

Then, they passed onto the last point on the agenda:
election of the General Council of the DFA. In the
name of Standing Committee, the delegate Xhorxhi
Robo presented the candidates to the General Council
of the DFA. The first candidate was the First Se-
cretary of the Central Committiee of the Party of Labour
of Albania, Comrade Ramiz Alia. At that the delegates
and guests rose to their feet and burst into powerful
applauses and cheers.

The delegates unanimously approved the 185-mem-
bered General Council. Then the General Council held
its first meeting.

The emulation commission announced the winners of
the socialist competition in honour of the 6th Con-
gress of the DFA. Amid the rejoicing of those present,
Comrade Ramiz Alia and other leaders of the Party
and state handed over the red flags to the winners.

In the end, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha informed the
Congress about the results of the elections. On Comrade
Ramiz Alia’s proposal, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha was
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elected .Chairman of the General Council of the DFA.
Comrades Pilo Peristeri, Hysen Lacej, Ismail Kadare
and Mark Vuji were elected vice-chairmen, and Leka
Shkurti secretary of the General Council.

The Chairman of the General Council of the DFA,
Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha, delivered the closing speech.

The 6th Congress of the DFA, in which for three
days on end the delegates made a powerful manife-
station of the steel-like unity of the people round the
Party, their resolution to march always ahead on the
Toad of socialism and to make our beloved Homeland
still more powerful and prosperous, concluded its pro-
ceedings with success.

In the evening of June 28, the delegates to the
Congress were invited to heroic Peza, where 47 years
ago, on the initiative of the CPA (today the PLA),
and of our beloved and unforgettable leader, Comrade
Enver Hoxha, personally, the first Anti-fascist National
Liberation Conference was held. Upon the conclusion
of the proceedings of the Congress, the General Council
of the DFA put on a dinner at Peza. Comrade Ramiz
Alia and other leaders of the Party and state attended.

The dinner passed in a very happy atmosphere.
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THE 45t ANNIVERSARY
OF THE HISTORIC CONGRESS

OF PERMET

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other Party and state

leaders attend

On May 24, the 45th anniversary of
the historic Congress of Pérmet, the
First Anti-fascist National Liberation
Congress which laid the foundations
of the mew Albanian state of peo-
ple’s democracy and opened up a
new brilliant epoch in the centuries-old
history of our people, was celebrated
at Pérmet (a town in Southeast Al-
bania).

Amid the rejoicing and enthusiasm
of thousands of local inhabitants and
guests who had come to take part
in the celebrations, the First Se-
cretary of the Central Committee of
the Party and President of the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, the Member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and Chairman of
the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Adil Carcani, and other Party and
state leaders came here to take part
in the celebrations.

As always, the Party and the peo-
ple paid their first respects to the
sons and daughters of the people who
laid their youth and their blood in
the foundations of the happy days
we are living today, the foundations
of the people’s state power. At 09.00
hours of May 24, Comrade Ramiz Alia
and other Party and state leaders
went to the cemetery of the war mar-
tyrs of the district of Pérmet. Com-
rade Ramiz Alia had warm talks with
the former delegates to the Comngress
of Pérmet, and members and relati-
ves of martyrs’ families and other
participants in this ceremony. Wreaths
were laid at and homage was paid
to the monument «The Comrades».

The wreath on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Party was laid by
Comrades Ramiz Alia and Simon Ste-
fani, Member of the Political Buredu
of the Central Committee of the Par-
ty. Comrade Ramiz Alia and other
comrades stood in silence with the
clenched-fist salute in front of the
monument while the brass band exe-
cuted the National Anthem. Then they
went through the graves of those who
have fallen for the liberation of the
Homeland, honouring their sacrifice
for the people and the Homeland.

Together with the delegates, Comrade
Ramiz Alia and other Party and
state leaders entered the historical
hall in which on May 24th-28th, the
First Anti-fascist National Liberation
Congress was held, which decided on
building the new Albania of people’s
democracy according to the will of
the people.

On the occasion of the 45th an-
niversary of the historic Congress of
Pérmet, he said, I greet all those pre-
sent here on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Party and the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly. On
this marked day 1 want, in parti-
cular, to greet the former delegates
who are here amongst us.

The Congress of Pérmet, whose an-
niversary we are commemorating to-
day, is a very important eveni, a
decisive moment in the glorious epic
of the National Liberation War. By
its decisions, it sanctioned and le-
galized the people’s state power.

On May 24, 1944, what the Party
and the people had formerly carried
out with bloodshed, struggle and in-



humerable sacrifices, was formally
sanctioned here, in this hall. The Con-
gress made a reality of the funda-
mental aspiration of the people, and
the main aim of their many and many
revolutionary struggles: it made the
people the masters of their country,
gave them state power and guaranteed
tnem their freedom and indepen-
dence.

By declaring that no return to the
past was possible, the historic Con-
gress of Pérmet showed the worid
that with their heroic siruggie, the
Albanian people had become the ma-
sters of: their own fate, that anti-
Ppopular regimes had no piace on their
so14, tnat the vime waen tiny Aibania
was treated as a token for barter to
twiril the appetites of foreigners was
gone once and for all times.

In particuiar, by commemorating
the marked day of vay 24, we honour
vhe great deed of our giorious rarvy
and pay homage to Aivanias legen-
dary leader, Comrade Enver Hoxna,
Wuo were tne inspicers and orgaiuzers
of 1niS histuric oongress., ‘aae ViCid-
ries or tmne people, iae triumpa of
tne Nauonat Liperation war, tane nis-
toric victory of November %Y, 1Y44,
e new Amwama and he pProspecss
Ol 1¥S advance are lINKed wiwn bae
araist-vennist  line and
Wisu0m Wnica has atways caaracie-
rized our heroic FParty, with Com-
rade liaver Hoxna at the head, in
tne lead of our revolution.

corcect

Today, when after about five de-
cades we see Aibania a L1I0UriSuiny
and cuitured country, we vafue even
more the far-sighteaness with which
tne Party has mapped out its future.
Albania has been radically transtor-
med in all directions. It has become
stronger, more beautiful, and more
respected. It was expiloited and op-
pressed by the beys and aghas and
foreigners; today it is a free and in-
dependent country, a sovereign coun-
try in the true meaning of the word.
It was a backward country from the
economic and educational point of
view; today it is a couniry with an
advanced agriculture, a multi-branched
industry, and many schools and cul-
tural and scientific institutions, a

-ueApe pue sdo[eAlp YIIYm LIjunod

ces. relying on its own forces. Al-
bania, which foreigners have once
trampled underfoot, now has a per-
sonality, a name, a policy and a
stand of its own, which enjoys the
sympathy of the peoples and is liste-
ned vo with respect in the weorld.

I mentioned these achievements in
order to stress, with a feeling of Joy
and pride, with what determination
and consistency the rarty has forged
anead on the read mapped out by
the Congress of rermet. We mention
tnese wnings here also to indicate
tne greainess of wnat was done in
lnis smail simple han, and its great
Importance to this day.

Commemoration of nistoric events
is not intended oniy to pay homage
to the past. It has great importance
also for the present and the future,
because history is a school, and we
inspire ourselves by it to cope with
tne demands of the time, and respond
successtuuy to the new tasks set by
tne soc.afist construction of the
country.

The fundamental lesson we draw
from the commemoration of the Con-
gress of rerme¢ is that we shousd
ceasciessiy Strenginen and advance
our country, peopie's Albania. This is
acaicved sirenguaeming  the
posiuons of sociatism 1n our country,
acveiloping the economy, raising the
Cuitucat leve« and improving the weil-
bemg of the peopie. This is achieved
tarough preserving like ihe apple ot
the eye the freedom and indepen-
dence of tne Homeland, for which
our peopie shed so much blood and
made so many sacrifices. Hence, com-
rades, let us redouble our efforts,
work ever more intensely on every
front or sector of social activity to
score -ever new victories; let us keep
revolutionary vigilance sharp, and
raise the defence potential and mi-
litary capability of our armed forces
ever higher. Nothing should lull us
to sleep, neither words about the
easing of tension, nor the peace pro-
mises of the superpowers and other
aggressive forces.

varougai

Another lesson we draw when com-
memorating the Congress of Pérmet
is that we should preserve the po-
pular character of our state by ap-

pointing the finest sons and daughters
of the people to all its links and
instances, those who with their every-
day work and struggle have shown
that they are putting everything in
the service of the cause of socialism
and the defence of the Homeland.

The 45 years elapsed since the Con-
gress of Pérmet have taught us that
the more we advance on the road
of socialist construction, the more re-
silient state organisms must be, the
better they must be linked with the
masses of the people, their problems
and concerns. Revolutionization of the
state organs is a permanent task.
Uniy tarough a constant process of
revoqutiomzation and in permanent
struggle with bureaucracy and its ma-
nifestations, does state power remain
fresn, dynamic and operational, and
its decisions always etfective.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has taught
us that the only road for the re-
votutionization of state power is that
of its constant democratization,
tnrough the ever broader participa-
tion of the working masses in leading
state activities. '1'nis has been and
will be the constant line of the Party.
Wwith us democracy is not something
formal. It is a concrete thing and it
is expressed in the right of all the
working people to directly exercise
State power, taking decisions about
plans of socialist construction, the
roads of development of the economy
ana cutture, the amount of produc-
tton and distribution of material bles-
sings.

Our democracy was reflected also
in the May 7 elections, not only by
the fact that the people went to the
polls and cast over 99 per cent of
their votes for the candidates of the
Democratic Front, but also by the
many activities which took blace
dur.ng the electoral campaign. I will
bring two examples: in the district
of Tirana, taking account of the pro-
posals of the Trade Unions, the Wo-
men’s Union, the Youth Union, the
Veterans’ Organizations and the opi-
nions of the party organizations, the
Democratic Front put forward 7,960
candidates. After detailed discussion
at broad popular meetings, according
to constituencies, 3,046 candidates



were adopted, as many as were
needed, of whom 28 were proposed
directly at those meetings. In the di-
-strict of Fier, the Democratic Front
put forward 6,612 candidates for peo-
ple’s councillors. The people adopted
2,304 of them, as many as were
needed for all -instances, including
63 candidates that were proposed and
adopted directly at popular meefings.
The same happened in all the di-
stricts' of Albania. There is no coun-
try in the world with so democratic
debates and elections to state organs.
This deep-going analysis and nomi-
nation of candidates to state organs
by the masses- themselves is the me-
chanism of our socialist democracy
which led to brilliant results on the
‘voting day.

The plans the Party has mapped
out -together with the people for the
all-round  development of the country
open up brilliant -prospects to socia-
lism in Albania. We are aware that
work - and knowledge, indeed much
work and knowledge, are needed for
this purpose. However, no matter how
great. and difficult, tasks have never
intimidated our people. We have com-
plete - confidence in our forces. Our
optimism relies on our material possi-
bilities, the many resources of our
agriculture and industry, the inexhaust-
ible capacities of our people, and
our tireless workers and peasants,
and the gifted specialists and cadres
turned out by the Albanian school.
Our optimism is based on the tested
line of the Party which has brought
and will always bring victories.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s address was
listened to with attention and inter-
rupted by applause and ovations jfor
our glorious Party of Labour.

Then the Party and state leaders
visited the museum-hall. They and
the ex-delegates to the Congress put
their signatures in the book of the
Congress.

The festive rally on the occasion of
the 45th anniversary of the Congress
of Pérmet took place in the main
square of the town. Comrade Simon
Stefani greeted those present on be-
half of the Central Committee of the
Party, the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, the Council of Ministers

‘and the General Council of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania.

The Congress of Pérmet, he said
among other things, is one of the
more important events of the glorious
Anti-fascist National Liberation War
and one of the monumental achieve-
ments of the Party. It will always
remain an authentic evidence of the
fact that the Party posed the problem
of state power as the fundamental
problem of the revolution and solved
it-in faveur of the people right from
the time of the war.

The forty-five years that have elap-
sed -and the whole road we have left
behind shows that this state power
has ceaselessly grown and strengthen-
ed, been perfected and revolutionized
as a state of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. . The objectives of the
historic Congress of Pérmet have suc-
cessfully been achieved. The new
state, with its legislative and execu-
tive organs, displayed great skill in
coping with the major problems of
the liberation war, the reconstruction
and the construction of the new Al-
bania. It is a worthy representative
of the Albanian people, both within
and outside the country, and it has
smashed all attempts of the internal
and external enemies, and all their
efforts to turn it away from its
Marxist-Leninist road.

On this great day, Comrade Simon
Stefani said further on, we comme-
morate with profound longing and
gratitude the immortal life and work
of Enver Hoxha, the most outstanding
man our nation has ever produced,
the glorious and unforgettable leader,
the head of the first People’s Demo-
cratic Government. Everything done
in Albania within this half a century
is closely linked with and indivisible
from his name and work.

The strength and prospects of de-
velopment of our state power, he
went on, lie in the unity of the peo-
ple round the Party. This unity is
a vivid and wonderful reality — the
steel base for the protection of the
gains of the revolution, freedom and
independence of the Homeland. The
Party and our state
created all the necessary conditions,
political, economic, ideological and

power have
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