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4 A COLOSSAL AMOUNT OF WORK HAS BEEN DONE THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY IN
ORDER TO INCREASE THE SURFACE AND THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND, TO SYSTE-
MATIZE IT BOTH IN THE PLAINS AND IN THE MOUNTAINOUS ZONES, TO TERRACE
THE HILLSIDES AND PLANT THEM WITH VINEYARDS, CITRUS-TREES AND VARIOUS
OTHER FRUIT-TREES. IN THE PHOTOS: VIEW OF THE TERRACES OF THE HILLS ROUND
TIRANA AND A PUMPING-STATION FOR THE IRRIGATION OF THE MYZEQEJA PLAIN.
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RAMIZ ALIA

THE DYNAMISM (
RELATIONS AND Tl

OF THE MATERIAL |

THE ATTAINMENT OF OB.

SPEECH DELIVERED ATTHI
OF THE CENTRAL CO.

From 1-2 February 1989, the
7th Plenum of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party of Labour of Albania
held its proceedings, under the chair-
manship of the First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia.

On behalf of the Political Bureau,
Comrade Adil Carcani, member of the
Political Bureau and Chairman of
the Council of Ministers, delivered
the report «On some measures for the
further development of agriculture».

The Plenum discussed this problem
extensively and adopted the respecti-
ve decision. :

Comrades,

There has been frequent talk about the pro-
blems of agriculture in recent years. The poli-
tical-social thinking and the economic thinking
of the country have been thoroughly involved
in the promotion of cooperativism, and socialist

life in the countryside. The popular discussion of
the new statute of the agricultural cooperatives
was a real school of democracy for the peasantry.
The 6th Congress of Agricultural Cooperatives
became a tribune of the most advanced thinking
of the agricultural workers and specialists for the
further development of the socialist order in
the rural area.

By dwelling deeper on the conclusions which
have emerged from the discussion of the masses,
this Plenum must give an operational value to

the recommendations and proposals for the fur-
ther increase of the motive force of the econo-

mic relations in agriculture, in order to create
more favourable conditions for the development
of the creative initiative of the peasantry, toin-
crease the care of the entire society for this
branch.

We must transform the will of the masses into
a political decision. This was the preoccupation
of the comrades who spoke here, this spirit per-
meated the report Comrade Adil delivered to the

Plenum. I fully agree with the opinions expres-
sed by the comrades and with the proposals

they made.
Our socialist agriculture has played its role



THE ECONOMIC
HARMONIZATION
ACTORS GUARANTEE
CTIVESIN AGRICULTURE

EFEETING OF THE 7th PLENUM
ITTEE OF THE PARTY

as the basic branch of thc economy and conti-
nues to play it with success. It has become the
main factor of stability in social production.
Through agricullural activities we are taking
from nature the sources of material blessings,
which are increasing in ever greater propor-
tions. The socialist system of our agriculture has
given proof of its effectivity and innovative
spirit.

Achievements in this branch are clcar to
everyone, They were pointed out quite well,
also, at the 6th Congress of Agricultural Coo-
peratives. But at this meeting attention was
justly attached to some critical problems which
have emerged in recent years. And that is the
right thing to do. The historic victories in agri-
culture are not overshadowed if we point out
some of its weaknesses, and seek ways out to
overcome them.

If we refer to the figures it emerges that,
despite achievements, we must not content our-
selves with the situation in the agricultural pro-
duction, especially if we view it from the angle
of the per capita production and per work hand
production. In the last ten-year period, except
for the wheat and cotton production, yields of

other crops and those of livestock have not
made progress or have taken small steps back-
ward. ‘

Naturally, this situation has nothing to do
with the social system in agriculture, the vita-
lity of which, as a strategy of development, has
been proved to the hilt. It is the product of a
series of circumstances, mainly of an objective
character, such as the draught which has been
continuing for -a number of years, the difficul-
ties of the outside encirclement and other
circumstances.

Agriculture is the branch which has been hit
more severely than any other branch by the
natural factors. Meanwhile, as in the whole eco-
nomy, it has had also some inhibitions due to
material factors. With the exception of the for-
ces of work and the number of livestock, almost
the entire material-technical base in the service
of agriculture has remained at the level of 1980.

Without doubt, the subjective factors have
exerted their influence in this situation, too.
But, on the other hand, we cannot blame the
situation on the consciousness of the working
peasantry and its readiness for work. Another
reason is that some aspects of the economic
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relations in agriculture have gradually exhaus-
ted their motive force and need to be further
improved.

In all these links intervention has become
imperative. We must be conscious that if this
situation in agriculture were to continue it
would be accompanicd with harmful political
effects,

The people, the peasantry with its discussion
in the Party spirit at its congress and before,
have shown us the road on which we should
proceed in order to bring about the necessary
improvements, :

The measures contained in the decision we
are going to adopt on the economic relations in
agriculture can be implemented with the help
of the long experience of socialist construction
in the rural area, in the conditions of a conso-
lidated cooperativist order which is advancing,
They are required by the needs of the growth
of production and its effectivity, the need of the
technical-scientific progress and the intensifica-
tion of agriculture. Cooperativism is and will
remain to the end an order with a prospect.

As you have noticed, the draft-decision en-
visages a variety of positive measures in the
main aspects of the economic relations in the

‘countryside. Hence, we can speak of a complexity

of measures. This is logical. Agricultural pro-
duction cannot make headway with partial
measures which affect only narrow aspects,
mainly of the technical-organizational character
of cooperativism. The ammendments proposed
are connected with one another. One measure
supports and strengthens the other. So, united
in a system, they acquire a greater stimulating
value. Taken as a whole they will enable us
to exploit the advantages of the cooperativist
order to a still higher level.

This must be understood well, because only
in this way the measures we are taking can
be implemented with effectiveness and correctly.
The peasants’ initiative cannot be encouraged and
production cannot be increased if more freedom
of action in the sphere of planning, and more
competences in the domain of organization and
of appointing their own cadres are not given to
the cooperatives; if remuneration is not linked
still more closely with production, both for the
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ordinary cooperativists and for the cadres; if
he who works better is not given greater com-
pensation; if the brigades which succeed in

producing milk and vegetables from the collec-
tive plot of land at a lower cost fail to distri-

bute the produce among their own members at
a more advantageous price than those brigades
in which the cost of production is higher.

The measures we will adopt in this Plenum
are important, but not unknown. They have
been made the object of discussion by the pu-
blic at large; they have been studied and ex-
perimented on; about them calculations and
debates have been made. Caution in this process
is a condition of success, just as haste and a
spirit of amateurishness would punish wus.
By making the improvements proposed it is
aimed at perfecting our agricultural policy.
Everything from the relations of interests, the
links between centralism and initiative, the
proportions between accumulation and consump-
tion, the differences in prices and wages, all
these are part of a real economic policy.

I emphasize once again that the aim of the
measures we are going to adopt, both for streng-
thening the material-technical base and for im-
proving the economic relations, is the increase of
the agricultural and livestock production, the
stimulation of the creative initiative and the
increase of the inferest of the working people
to got the highest yields possible in every
crop.

1. The most sensitive aspect of these rela-
tions is remuneration. As is known, with the
existing mechanism, ecqualizations are allowed,
the paths to unmerited compensation remain
open, control on the amount of work done and
consumption is poor. Therefore, as the mass of
cooperativists justly required, a new form of
remuneration must be established, which aims
at ruling out both undue benefits without work
and the possibility of paying the vanguard ones
below. their due.

This is an important matter of principle. If
we want development we must rely on and en-
courage the vanguard one, who today, in fact,
with the forms of remuneration in force, is
treated materially almost on an equal footing
with the one who sweats less. This paradox is a
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consequence of the schematic understanding of
the people’s interests.

The Party and Comrade Enver have conti-
nuously said that the general interest overrides
everything else. This is a fundamental principle
for us. But this does not mean that in the name
of the general interest the interest of the group
or of the individual be neglected. Harmonization
of interests is something which does not belong
to theory only. The very policy of our Party
has the man, with his needs and aspirations
and legitimate interests, in its centre.

In the present conditions it is impossible for
the material interests of the agricultural workers
to be realized and to be raised to a higher level
without perfecting the forms of wages, without
connecting them still more with the degree of
the fulfilment of the plans and with effectivity,
without establishing as a legitimate right that
the produce of the collective small plot of the
cooperatives is sold at its cost.

There will be some differentiation in the
incomes of the cooperativists who work better
against those who work less; but this we must
accept being conscious that in this manner we
apply the principle «to each according to his
work» better. Egalitarianism is always in the
advantage of those who demand from society
more than they give.

2. Our socialist order, which belongs to the
broad working masses, advances and is deve-
loped with their participation and on the basis
of the free work and the initiative from below.
Therefore, the draft-decision envisages a series
of measures the aim of which is to stimulate
the revolutionary initiative and self-action of
the working people.

Consciousness alone is not enough for the
development of initiative. For this it is neces-
sary to create favourable conditions. The degree
of initiative is determined by the norms which
regulate the relations in the society, by the
rules which govern the connections and depe~-
ndence between the centre and the districts.
Proceeding from this, just proposals are made
that the competences of the base in planning
and determining the staff lists and in the
use of cadres should be enlarged. At present the
initiative in production cannot be stimulated
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without giving the cooperative a free field of
activity in planning, without enlarging the
rights of the base in order to adapt management
and organization to the concrete conditions.

Through these measures it will be possible to
raise the responsability of the working people
regarding the plans and tasks, to restrict the
mechanical actions dictated from above, to edu-
cate the cooperativists so that they themselves
can solve their own problems and needs in a
democratic manner, and not push the problems
over to the state, and to use the productive ca-
pacities which have been created more advan-
tageously.

The initiative of the masses is a capital
question for our order. In the bourgeois society
it is the profit, made on the basis of exploita-
tion, and the competition which stimulate pro-
duction, in socialism the revolutionary initiative
and self-action of the masses is one of the chief
motive forces.

Life itself has taught us that the centralized
management of the economy cannot yield the
desired results without initiative from below.
Democratic centralism is transformed into bu-
reaucratic centralism if the participation of the
masses in the administration of the social pro-
perty and in governing the country is not
ceaselessly extended. Centralism is an indispen-~
sability in all matters which have to do with
the fundamental proportions and with the car-
dinal priorities of the development of the eco-
nomy and culture, but it becomes bureaucratic if
it immobilizes the thinking of the people, res-
tricts debate and places the masses in the posi-
tions of the mechanical implementor, if, in the
name of centralism, the narrow technical
aspects of the productive activity are interfered
with. Therefore, the Party must abrogate those
rules and norms which have replaced initiative
with orders, for that is the very breeding-
-ground of bureaucratic comfort.

From initiative we have economic benefit,
as well as political and social benefit. Initiative
promotes creative, constructive debate and cul-
tivates democracy; it makes the masses better
able of exercising their power directly and of
playing the decisive role which pertains to them
in the construction of socialism and in the de-
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velopment of the economy and culture in our
country.

3. The draft-decision fermulates a number of
other measures in order to give the cooperative
a more favoured position in iis relations with
the state. These measures in no way make any
privilege for the agricultural workers, but only
regulate and protect their rights by law, in
conformity with the present conditions. They
are a sound basis on which the state property
and the group property can interact in a more
fruitful manner, can give and take in recipro-
city and for the good of the general interest.

The proposals which are made in regard to
the mechanism of prices, the methodology of
entering contracts, the financial relations, the
field of investments and other directions, have,
apart from the economic aspect, a special social
and political importance. The aim of them is to
create more suitable conditions in which the
property of the group should function as such
and should continuously extend the possibilities
of production and of raising the standard of
living of the peasantry, so that the productive
activity of the cooperative can be strengthened
by assuming the functions of distribution.

Everybody understands the significance of
the decisions for the strengthening of the ma-
terial~technical base of agriculture, indeed might
have higher demands. Whoever cannot under-
stand that we need more tractors, water, or-
ganic and chemical fertilizers, more selected
seeds and breeds? So, this aspect of the deci-
sions which we are going to adopt can be ex-
plained relatively easily.

Difficulties emerge in understanding and
application as regards the perfecting of the re-
lations in production. The Party must explain
these problems thoroughly. It must be wunder-
stood that the measures for perfecting the re-
lations in production have been raised as a ne-
cessity by the very dynamic development of the
economy and of life in the countryside. They
aim at making the economy more vigorous and
wholesome.

We are dialecticians in theory, and we must
always be dialecticians in practice, too. The
evolution of the objective situations in the eco-
nomy and in the social life requires that changes
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in the relations, improvements of the existing
rules, norms and mechanisms must bé made
at all costs. Something grows outdated, loses
its stimulating role and must be replaced with
a new rule which responds to the conditions
created, which gives new impulses to the de-
velopment. There is nothing wrong in this: the
fundamental thing is that c¢very change should
be made according to the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism and in the interest of socialism.

Hence, we must take into consideration two
teachings: first, whenever the need arises to
make changes which assist ihe advance of work
in all fields there should be no hesitating to
make the respective proposals. ‘Timidity and slow
action leave the way open for difficulties to
pile up and impede development. Second, no one
should ever think that the measures which are
adopted in the field of economic relations are
given and unchangeable once and for good and
that, once they are adopted, they have only
positive effects, are ideal and without any po-
tential shortcoming. There can be no such
measures,

Even the rules which we are adopting at this
Plenum are of positive consequences as a whole,
but' no one can say that they leave no possi-
bility open to the fostering of narrow interests.
By giving supplementary remuneration to the
brigade which produces above the planned tar-
gets and by conditioning the wages of cadres
in a greater measure on the actual value of
the work day, the possibility is created, among
other things, of the emergence of pressure for
lower plans from the base.

When we insist on the need for the impro-
vement of the socialist relations in agriculture
we proceed from the fact that its productive
forces are more advanced at the present stage
and in this manner we can give them a new
impulse. But this does not necessarily mean
that we should expect the increase of the agri-
cultural production only from these operations.
The measures about which we are going to
decide here will bring about positive results
over a long period of time, but we must streng-
then them continuously, according to the pos-
sibilities of the society, with material means
and investments, through reconstructions, by re-
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generating and completing the malerial-techni-
cal base of agriculture. This is necessary also
because of the fact that in this field there are
wear and tear, backwardness and dispropor-
tions.

The task has been put forward of intensi-
fying agriculture to a higher level. This requires
an intensification of the factors of production
on all fronts, their harmonization on a new
level.

Nature is generous. Unlike any other means
of production, the more the land is used the
more it gives, and if its needs are fulfilled,
instead of being consumed it is continuously
renewed, regenerated and becomes more fertile.
Therefore, investments in agriculture are never
too many. Proceeding from these considerations,
as well as from the fact that in the field of
investments our society owes something to agri-
culture, a packet of measures for the increase
above the plan of the material-technical base of
this branch is presented to this Plenum.

If reconstructions of technique and technology
are growing more and more into an imperative
need on the whole economy, with this correct
decision we put agriculture among the fields
which have priority in this aspect. By so doing
we practically correct and pinpoint some sche-
dules for important projects of the chemical
industry which were deferred because of pro-
crastination and the difficulties which we know.
Experience over the last years, the prolonged
draught, urge us to make invesiments also in
order to advance the time for the coming into
exploitation of the new irrigation projects.
Therefore, the attention of the economy as a
whole should be directed still more towards
agriculture.

In supplying agriculture with material base
it is important that some erroneous concepts
should be abandoned. Agriculture is a good gi-
ver, they say, so, when it comes to postponing
the schedules of projects and curtailing funds,
agriculture is the first to suffer. But then,
whenever mechanical means are short, when wa-
ter runs low, or herbicides are lacking, orders
pour in: let these be compensated for by live
work! But is it possible to attain the planned
productivity in this way? That is why the tasks
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we are laying down here must be carried out
to the letter.

The  stability of the population and of the
labour force in the rural area is a great ad-
vantage for us. In future, too, the Party aims
to occupy the new active force of the rural
arca with work in agriculture. That is why
we have said and will say that the live work
has and will compensate for the material factors
of production. But the more the intensification of
agriculture is deepened, the fewer the possibili-
ties for one factor to substitute another, for live
work to compensate for the shortages in me-
chanical means and means of transport, or for
organic fertilizers to make up for the deficits
in chemical fertilizers, for the pastures to cover

the low levels of

crops, etc.
Of course, the demand for increased invest-

ments in the service of agriculture implies, also,
the increased responsability of the cooperativists,
the leading cadres in this branch, who must raise
to a higher level those factors which depend
on them. Live work must yield the maximum.
Proceeding towards an agriculture with pronoun-
ced biological characteristics requires more li-
vestock, more organic fertilizers and rational
agricultural circulation.

Agricultural production is conditioned by many
factors, but the land, the breeds and seeds are
of the first order: they strengthen or devalue
the operation of other factors. In the agrarian
policy constant efforts must be made to maintain
the amount of arable land per capita of popu-
lation as long as possible. We must husband the
land, must feed the plants well, but we must
also feed the land, in order to build up its
fertility.

The productive qualities of the good breeds
brought in from abroad must be cultivated also
in the local species; they must be protected
against degeneration by means of cross-breeding
and selection of the biological heritage material.
In our conditions, as regards productivity of
livestock, it is better to strive for relatively high
yields which can be attained on a large scale
and with fewer expenditure, rather than for
record yields.

Breeds of productive stability can be created

productivity in forage
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when the tradition works hand in hand with
science. The foreign specialists, who have seen
the local breeds of our animals, even in recent
times, expressed the opinion that through scien-
tific work it is possible to obtain kinds and
species of better qualities than those we have
brought from outside, resistant to the natural
conditions of our country and capable of giving
satisfactory levels of production with the food
resources we possess.

The goat of Has, Val of Martanesh and Mok-
ra, the «ruda» sheep of Luma and «bardhoka»
of Tropoja, the «Shkodra» cow and the cow of
Mursia, which today exist almost only on school
manuals, must be made not only the object of
conservation for science, but, in the first place,
the main base for the reproduction of livestock.
The local biological material, both in livestock-
-raising and in agriculture, is a national heri-
tage created in the centuries, therefore indiffe-
rence towards it is unpardonable,

The rise which was recorded in the last de-
cade in the productivity of seeds for the main
agricultural crops has been one of the main
factors for the increase of production. But this
leap is by now insufficient to cope with the
requirement for higher produectivity. Global work
in seed production must be abandoned. Qur spe-
cialists in this field must be more modest.

Agriculture requires seeds which are produc-
tive in the whole territory of the country, frac-
tioned according to the microenvironments and
microclimates, and not in laboratory and hot-house
conditions. The state organs in charge of agri-
culture must include the production of seeds
in the plans of the advanced economies and
not use it as an economic lever to favour those
cooperatives which fail to make sufficient
incomes.

By adopting the decision which has been
presented to us for endorsement, in the next
two years agriculture will benefit some supple-
mentary investments. This is a support which
must be assessed with the greatest seriousness.
The state organs must see to it that this de-
cision is carried out at all costs, while the agri-
cultural workers should make the most of the
supplementary means which they will thus
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benefit and of the whole material-technical base
we have created.

This Plenum, with the decision it is going to
adopt, is legitimating broader rights and com-
petences for the working people at the base. Iis
decisions have to do with the whole mass of the
peasantry, from the activity of which depend to
a high degree the effects that are derived from
it. Therefore, the decision should be made known
instantly to the masses of the people, especially
to the peasantry,

When the peasantry finds its own proposals
in this decision, it will certainly throw itself
with greater drive into the work, because it will
see concretely how the Party respects its revolu-
tionary initiatives and thinking.

But as I said above, the decision needs fur-
ther and broader development, explanatory pro-
paganda work, theoretical and methodological
analyses. These things must be done at the spur
of the moment, away from the ordinary course
of routine, bureaucratic procedures in which
there is a lot of verbiage and little work. It
must be borne in mind well that obstacles and
misunderstandings might come up in the process.

In the first place, the contents of the deci-
sion must be clear to the cadres themselves. I
emphasize this because sluggishness in the effec-
tive use of the economic levers is the result not
only of ideological narrowmindedness but also
of the bureaucratic tendency to avoid problems
which the implementation of a new rule and
norm brings in its wake.

For carrying out in practice the decision which
we are going to adopt it is important that the
state organs should rapidly draft the necessary
normative acts, orders and methods, taking care
to reflect correctly the spirit of the decisions of
the Plenum in them, especially not to restrict the
initiative which is given to the masses through
them. '

The carrying out of the tasks which emerged
here must be constantly kept under all-sided
supervision, especially economic, in order to take
advantage of the experiences, but also in order
to make specific norms more precise and to
further regulate them. We will see and demand
their fruitfulness in the increase of the agricul-
tural and livestock production.
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Comrades,

This year we will have to do a great persistent
work so that agriculture can fulfil its plan at all
costs. And not only agriculture. No deviations
from the tasks envisaged should be permitted.
No redistribution of the valutary sources should
be made.

We must increase our strength and optimism
by directing ourselves to the talented working
class, the hardworking peasantry, the creative
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intelligentsia, the devoted youth of socialist Al-
bania.

The situations demand that all the comrades
of the Party and the state, beginning from us,
members of the Central Committee of the Party,
should be at the lead in all work. Winding up
my speech, I wish to stress that despite the
climatic difficulties with which this year set
in, with an extraordinary mobilization, we have

the possibilities to bring about the turn re-
quired.



- COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA MEETS CADRE!
OF THE LUSHNJA DISTRICT

In the morning of February, the
First Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, had a meeting with cadres of
the Party, the state and the economy
in the Lushnja district.

Cadres of agriculture and other
sectors of the economy who spoke at
this meeting expressed the great joy
and enthusiasm which the decisions
of the T7th Plenum of the Central
Committee of the Party have arou-

) sed among the people.

In this talk with the cadres, Com-

rade Ramiz Alia gave valuable in-

structions about how the decisions

of the 7th Plenum of the CC of the
Party should be understood and im-

plemented.

The conversation which began at
this meeting, was continued later
among the cooperativists and cadres
of the Fier-Shegan agricultural co-
operative and the other mneighbouring
economies.

Both at the meeting with the cadres
of the district and in the talk with
leading cadres of agriculture in the
Fier-Shegan cooperative, Comrade
Ramiz Alia in the beginning congra-
tulated those present on the results
achieved.

The %th Plenum, Comrade Ramiz
Alia said among other things, put
forward major tasks not only for agri-
culture but also for all other fields
of social activity. Its decisions should
be understood in a comprehensive
manner. They must bring about chan-
ges in the whole work of the Party,
in order to make it more resilient and
to bring it as close to the people as
possible.

Results in agriculture should noi be

expected from the increase of the
material-technical base only, Comrade
Ramiz Alia continued. We must not
forget that it is precisely the peo-
ple, the masses, who carry out the
tasks set by the Party, who {(rans-
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form the possibilities into a reality.
Therefore, I would like to avdise you
to go over the decisions of the 7th
Plenum once again and analyse their
confents with the cooperativists wi-
thout delay. Do neot wait for instruc-
tions from above, do not wait until
the plenum or the people’s council
of the district are convened, but go
into action instantly, fighting against
the go-slow afttitude. These materials
should be studied carefully in every
brigade and the people must express
their opinions freely.

The Party thinks that the commu-
nists and cadres, especially those who
are in main posts, Comrale Ramiz
emphasized, must take greater responsa-
bilities upon themselves. This demand
is put forward not only for the leading
cadres at the centire, but also for
those at the base, through the entire
state and Party pyramid.

Speaking further about this Qques-
tion, Comrade Ramiz Alia asked the
question: Is it indispensable that in
every district, in cach and every co-
operative or enterprise the main di-
rectors should have one or two sub-
stitute functionaries? Doesn’t this si-
tuation allow for double, avoiding of
responsability and shifting it on to
others?

These questions, Comrade Ramiz
Alia instructed, must be discussed in
the spirit of the 7th Plenum. The
main comrades in the centre, in the
district, at the base, wherever they
are, must put the shoulder to the
wheel. The Parly must send the
peopnle to work where they can make
their best. Each must find his own

place. The greatest burden must be

shouldered by the elect, the respon-
sible cadres in the district.

From your discussions, Comrade
Ramiz Alia said, I noticed that the
new form of the remuneration of
work in agriculture has stimulated
your ideas. This is a valuable work.
The man with his life and well-be-
ing is in the cenire of the policy
of our Party. Therefore, he must see
immediately the benefit of his own
work. The new form of remuneration
of work for the coeperativists harmo-
nizes, to a still higher level, the
interests of the individual with those
of the entire society. But in the de-
cision of the Plenum there are many
other questions which require our spe-
cial attention, such as those of the fur-
ther development of ihe productive
forces, the protection, increase and en-
richment of the land, the improve-
ment of breeds and selection of se-
eds, the raising of the level of tech-
nigue and technology.

I would like to recommend especial-
ly that the problems of planning
should be discussed more extensively.
Lushnja is included in the districts
which are experimenting the plan for
broad competences to the base, by con-
centrating the main attention on
the indices of handovers to the state.

This method requires that while ful-

" filling their own tasks, the coopera-

tives, the sectors and the brigades
within it should decide on the most
favourable structure of agricultural
crops. By giving them new compe-
tences we stand to gain and there is
nothing wroeng with this: the initiati-
ve will increase and the agricultural
and livestock production will go
more rapidly ahead.



MEETING
WITH WRITERS
AND ARTISTS

In the morning of February 17, the
Writers and Artists’ League organi-
zed a meeting in one of the halls of
the Palace of Culture of the Capital.
Attending the meeting were poets and
prose writers, playwrights, actors and
directors, composers and choreogra-
phers, painters and sculptors from all
the districts of the country, workers
of publishing houses and cultural and
artistic institutions.

Present at the meeting were also
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party, Comrade Foto Cami, and
other comrades.

The opening speech was delivered
by the Chairman of the Writers and
Artists’ League, Dritéro Agolli, who,
among other things, pointed out that
this meeting was organized in the
context of the 45th anniversary of the
Liberation of the Homeland and the
triumph of the people’s revolution in
order to exchange opinions about
creative plans in honour of this great
jubilee. Then, he spoke about the li-
vely and optimistic atmosphere exis-
ting among creative workers, their

tmportant social obligations for re-
presenting the life and glorious history
of the people with the greatest rea-
lism and ideo-artistic strength possi-
ble and the measures the Writers and

Artists’ League has taken for the suc-

cess of the great literary and artistic
competitions proclaimed in honour of
this jubilee, the national exhibition of
figurative arts which will be opened
in November this year and other im-
portant activities that will be organi-
zed in this context,

Many writers and artists confribu-
ted to the discussion at this meeting.
They spoke about their creative work,
raised problems which had to do with
the development of literature and art
according to the teachings of the
Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha and
pledged to meet the 45th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the Home-
land with mnew wuseful works fulfil-
ling the spiritual needs of the people,
drawing a magnificent picture of the
great work done for the implemen-
tation of the decisions of the 9th Con-
gress of the Party and the recom-
mendations of Comrade Ramiz Alia.

Comrade Foto Cami also spoke at
the meeting.

The Party, he

things, has always considered literature

said among other

and. art as important part of the spi-
ritual life of society. It has seen to
it that they are as rich, varied, and
sound as possible and develop in the
spirit of the requirements of the time,
beating with the rhythm of our whole
socialist life.

At the same time it has extended

the dimensions of the work of writers
and artists, given it more weight and
significance, calling for truthful, di-
gnified and wuseful works, encoura-
ging works of high artistic values and
making ever easier the communica-
tion of literary or artistic works with
readers or spectators. Writers and
artists should turn out genuine ar-
tistic values, although this presupposes
more work, efforts and toil.

In order to carry out this im-
portant task of high responsibility
our literature and art had to march
in step with time and follow step by
step its problems, contradictions and
developments. Through this many di-
gnified works in all genres have be-
en realized. For the last year, in par-
ticular, we may mention the monu-
ments to Comrade Enver Hoxha in
Tirana, Gjirokastra and Kor¢a. These
monuments were expression of love
for our unforgettable leader, but also
expression of the creative capaci-
ties and artistie visions of their gif-
ted authors.

Then Comrade Foto Cami dwelt on
some of the best achievements of
literature and art in the recent times,
made a high assessment of the Gji-
rokastra Folklore Festival for its spe-
cial values, and put forward a nu-
mber of tasks for improving the qua-

lity of our literary publications.
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MEETING

OF THE VICE - MINISTERS
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
OF THE BALKAN COUNTRIES

From January 18 to 20 the meeting
of the vice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Balkan countries carried
out its proceedings in one of the halls
of Tirana Hotel in Tirana. In this
meeting participated the delegation of
the People’s Republic of Bulgaria, he-
aded by the vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs, Ivan Ganev; the delegution
of the Greek Republic, headed by the
General Secretary of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Constantinos Georgiou;
the delegation of the Socialist Repu-
blic of Rumania, headed by the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs, Con-
stantin Oancea; the delegation of the
Republic of Turkey, headed by the
vice-secretary at the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs, Tanshu Bleda; the de-
legation of the Socialist Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia, headed by the
federal vice-secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs, Milivoje Maksié, and the dele-
gation of the People’s Socialist Re-
public of Albania, headed by the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs, Muha-
met Kapllani.

In the quality of chairman, the re-
presentative of the host nation, the
vice-minister of Foreign Affairs of the
PSR of Albania, Muhamet Kapllani,
‘declared the meeting open and wel-
comed those present at the meeting.

He gave the floor to the minister
of Foreign Affairs of the PSR of
Albania, Reis Malile, who pointed out
that the development of relations of
jriendship and cooperation with the
Balkan states is a permanent orien-
tation of the foreign policy of the PSR
of Albania. This orientation, he said,
stems from the policy of good
neighbourliness and the special place
Albania gives relations with the Bal-
kan states, which it considers an
objective necessity in accordance with
the aspirations of the Balkan peoples.

Then, Reis Malile read the messa-
ge the echairman of the Council of
Ministers of the PSR of Albania,

Adil Carcani, addressed the meeting
of the vice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs of the Balkan states:

it is a special pleasure for me to
express my warm greelings and wish
complete success to your meeting on
pehalf of the Government of the Pe-
ople’s Socialist Republic of Albania
and on my personal behalf.

Consistent in its policy of good
neighbourliness and convinced of the
atility of multilateral cooperation on a
regional scale, the Albanian Gover-
ament is sincerely interested in the
spirit of understanding, mutual trust,
peace and security predominating in
the Balkans. It highly values the
involvement and constructive efforts
for this purpose.

We notice that since the meeting
of the ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Balkan states steps have been
taken for the creation of a favou-
rable atmosphere. As a result, a posi-
tive process of cooperation has star-
ted in the Balkans, which, although
in its beginnings, is promising and
shows that there exist possibilities
to carry it forward in many and va-
rious fields of mutual interest. The
further development of bilateral and
multilateral relations in the Balkans
and the fundamental interests of our
peoples, who live near one another
for centuries, make efforts for over-
coming difficulties and ceaselessly
strengthening friendship between them
indispensable. I express my belief that
the political will and the joint efforts
to achieve this lofty aim will not be
lacking.

Once more wishing your meeting
complete success, I express the con-
vietion of the Albanian Government
that cooperation among the Balkan
states will be enriched with a new
content, mark further important achie-
vements and constantly advance. I
assure you that the Government of



the People’'s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania, as up till now, will spare no
effort for this cooperation to yield
its fruits to the benefit of our friendly
peoples, and peace and stability in
our region, in the Mediterranean and
Europe.

After the plenary session, the me-
eting of the vice-ministers of Fareign
Affairs of the Balkan countries car-
ried out its proceedings according to
the agenda adopted by its partici-
pants:

1. Assessment of the realization of
multilateral activities envisaged for the
year 1988 and their impact on the
development of inter-Balkan relations.

2. Exchange of opinions on the pro-
gress of Balkan activities for the year
1989.

3. Setting the date and place of
the coming meeting of the high re-
presentatives of the ministries of Fo-
reign Affairs.

The head of the Bulgarian delega-
tion, the vice-minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Ivan Ganev, was the first to
speak. After thanking for the warm
hospitality and the very good condi-
tions created for the meeting and
mentioning a number of inter-Balkan
activities carried out during 1988 he
pointed out that the dialogue, which
is successfully being conducted in
various fields, is showing its advan-
tages and helping promote goodwill
and mutual respect further. We have
shown, he said, that we are in a po-
sition to turn our good intentions into
deeds, so we may be optimistic.

Speaking about regional cooperation,
Ivan Ganev said that, without imi-
tating foreign models, taking into
account the specific conditions of the
Balkans, we may seek such a form
and content as responds better to the
present phase of development of Bal-
kan cooperation. He emphasized the
need for the continuation of talks so
as to turn the Balkans into a zone
free of mnuclear and chemical wea-
pons, expressed himself for a broader
participation of the Balkan peoples in
the process of understanding, and cal-
led for the exchange of opinions
about the participation of parliaments
in order to enrich the Balkan dialo-
gue. In this direction, Ivan Ganev
said, a role will be played by the
coming meeting of the Committees of

Balkan Understanding and Coopera-
tion. He pointed out that a date may
be set for the meeting of experts for
strengthening mutual trust and secu-
rity. He also spoke about the stren-
gthening of economic cooperation, etc.,
in the framawork of UN organisms.
Also, he expressed himself for encou-
raging Balkan cooperation in the cul-
tural, humanitarian and information
fields. In conclusion, Ivan Ganev sup-
ported the candidature of the PSR of
Albania as the country in which the-
se second meeting of the ministers
of Foreign Affairs of the Balkan coun-
tries will be held.

Then, the floor was given to the
head of the Greek delegation, Consta-
ntinos Georgiu, general secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The
present meeting, he said, will contri-
bute not only to the strengthening of
relations between Greece and Alba-
nia, as the host country, but also to
the improvement of the whole atmos-
phere in the region and Europe, part
of which we are. The head of the
Greek delegation pointed out that Gre-
ece has taken an active part in a
number of inter-Balkan activities in
the field of trade, tourism, environ-
ment protection, etc. The Greek Go-
vernment, he said, welcomes the pro-
posals of the transport ministers on
holding periodical meetings, especially
if account is taken of the fact that
the sphere of cooperation will inclu-
de the fields of transport and tele-
communications. He supported the idea
of creating in the Balkans a zone
free of nuclear and chemical weapons,
stressing that the meeting of experts
which was held in Bucarest in 1986
and the recent Paris Conference on
the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
may be starting-points to develop the
idea of a zone free of chemical wea-
pons.

Constantinos Georgiou dwelt on the
Greek idea adopted at the Belgrade
Meeting of Foreign Ministers about the
setting up of a Research Institute for
Balkan Economic Cooperation and its
functioning possibly within the first
half of the current year. He appro-
ved of the report submitted by the
working group and suggested that this
group, which is proposed to meet in
the end of February in Athens, be
given a mew mandate to extend and
complete the report on the setting
up of the Institute.

As far as the coming meeting of the
ministers of Foreign Affairs is con-
cerned, he said, it would be wuseful
to adopt a quick decision on the place
and time of its holding. Following the
alphabetical criterion Georgiou thinks
that Albania may be invited to be
the host nation for the meeting of
the Foreign ministers which should
be held in the first half of 1990. In
connection with the meeting of the
high representatives of the ministries
of Foreign Affairs, he said, according
to the alphabetical criterion, it belongs
to Greece to be the host country for
it. If this proposal is adopted, he said,
Greece agrees that it should be held
in Autumn.

Much has been achieved within the
few months following the Belgrade
Meeting of -the Foreign Ministers, said
Georgiou in conclusion, which enables
us to look to the future of Balkan
cooperation with more optimism.

The head of the Rumanian dele-
gation; - the vice-minister of Foreign
Affairs, Constantin Oancea, pointed
out that Rumania attaches special at-
tention fo its relations with the neig-
hbouring countries and thfe, situation
in the Balkans, in generdl, and has
taken a number of steps for the de-
velopment of cooperation and good
neighbourliness, wunderstanding and
security in the region. Rumania is
for even more important steps towards
closer cooperation in the Balkans and
the creation of‘ a zone free of nu-
clear and chemical weapons, as well
as military bases. We think, he said,
that it is possible and mnecessary for
all Balkan states to work with the
same will and to collaborate in or-
der to create the conditions for hol-
ding in Bucharest a highlevel meeting
of the Balkan countries, which will
give a nmew dimension to the streng-
thening of mutual trust and coopera-
tion in this region.

He expressed Rumania’s readiness
to carry the idea of setting up a
Research Institute for Balkan Econo-
mic Cooperation further ahead. Also,
the head of the Rumanian delegation
dwelt on a number of inter-Balkan
activities which will take place in
Rumania. My country, Oancea said,
will take all the measures for the pre-
paration of the meeting of experts on
measures for improving mutual trust
and security, which will be held in
Bucharest in the second tremester of
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this year. In connection with the pos-
sibilities of expanding cooperation
among the Balkan countries in the
field of industry, cooperation and spe-
cialization of production, he propo-
sed the organization of a round table
for representatives of science and te-

chnology of the Balkan countries to
exchange experience among themselves.

The Rumanian delegation, said Oan-
cea in conclusion, agrees in principle
on the coming meeting of the minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs of the Bal-
kan countries being held in accor-
dance with the principle of the al-
phabetical order and preceded by «a
meeting of the representatives of the
ministries of Foreign Affairs
level which will be set

at a
in the fu-
ture.

We have come together, said the
head of the Turkish delegation, the
vice-secretary of the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs, Tanshu Bleda, in order
to seek together ways and means to
strengthen cooperation in the Balkans,
a process which began in Sofia on the
basis of the political will expressed
at the Belgrade Meeting. However, we
have the historical responsibility for
turning our common aspirations to
peace, mutual trust, stability and go-
odwill into deeds. In this context, we
notice with pleasure that many of
those
The head of the Turkish delegation
said that there exist many fields to

ideas are being implemented.

expand cooperation in this region.
Experience has shown, he said, that
mutual understanding and trust are
essential to carry multilateral coope-
ration further ahead. In this direction
we would make a mhajor contribu-
tion by encouraging the creation of
e favourable atmosphere for the achie-
vement of all these common objec-
tives and the removal of obstacles on
the road of goodwill and wunderstan-
ding.

Turkey is of the opinion, he said,
that the success of multilateral Bal-

kan cooperation depends a great deal

on the improvement of bilateral rela-
tions and the solution on time of the
We,
express

more acute bilateral problems.
Bleda,
that

should be

too, said Tanshu

our  conviction Balkan  co-
operation extended in
three directions: in the field of secu-
rity, the economy and in the huma-
nitarian fields. We are for a balanc-
ed progress in three fields.

At the Belgrade and Sofia meetings

these

a great number of proposals on co-
operation were made, he said. Our
opinion is that we must, in the first
place, concentrate our attention and
efforts to

that have been made. In concluding,

implement the proposals
Tanshu Bleda stressed the determi-
nation of Turkey to improve the at-
mosphere of greater understanding
and mutual trust among the Balkan

countries further.

Milivoje Maksié, federal vice-secre-
tary for Foreign Afairs of Yugoslavia,
the other

stressed that, just as all

delegations, he thanks the country
which has organized the meeting for
its warm hospitality. We are all aware
of the great efforts our Albanian col-
leagues have made in the consultations
carried out in the recent months in
order to bring our views as close as
possible. The time that has passed
since the meeting of the Foreign Mi-
nisters of the Balkan countries encou-
rages us, but also sets us many tasks.

In February 1988 all

pants of the Belgrade Meeting were

the partici-

characterized by the desire not only
to open up mnew paths, but also to
ensure that they remained constant
channels for relations of good neigh-
in the Balkans. The head

of the Yugoslav delegation hailed the

bourliness

activities carried out among the Bal-
kan countries and spoke about the
Yugoslav contribution to this field. In
connection with the creation of an at-
mosphere of mutual trust, he said that,
quite rightly, at the Belgrade Meeting

national minorities were seen as fac-



tors of cohesion, stability, friendly re-
lations and cooperation.

Dealing with some concrete propo-
sals, Maksié said that the seaside ci-
tu of Split is ready to play host to the
Balkan olympiad of young mathemati-
cians in 1989. Also, Yugoslav artists
will take part in the arts exhibition
of Bucharest and in the festival of
classical music of Athens. The festi-
val on ensembles of folk dances which
will be held in Ohri of Macedonia,
will create fresh possibilities for our
peoples to get better acquainted with
and closer to one another. Whereas
the get-together of the writers of the
Balkan couniries at Bor in 1989 will
these

be a new cultural event for

countries. About the cooperation in
the struggle against drug traffic and
terrorrism he recalled Yugoslavia’s
proposal that a meeting of the relati-
ve experts should take place in Ju-
ne in that country. Also, he repeated
the proposal that a meeting of the
mayors of the Balkan capitals should
be held in the end of this year or
in the beginning of the coming year
in Belgrade. In connection with the
meeting of the Committees of Balkan
Understanding and Cooperation, which
will be held this year in Tirana, the
head of the Yugoslav delegation wvoi-
ced his belief that this innovative idea
put forward by Albania will find its
concrete expression. Supporting the
criterion of the alphabetical order,
Milivoje Maksié proposed that the co-
ming metting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs should be held in Tira-
na in the beginning of the coming
year. In conclusion, he stressed that
the address of the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and the message of the Prime-
Minister of the PSR of Albania were
inspiring.

In his address, the vice-minister of
Foreign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Muhamet Kapllani, among other
things, said that the Albanian delega-
tion considers this meeting important,
seeing it as the continuation of the de-

epening of the process of Balkan coope-
ration, convinced that with sincere joint
efforts, this process can be carried fur
ther ahead to strengthen the atmosphere
of mutual trust and understanding in
our peninsula. He pointed out the po-
sitive steps that have been teken for
bilateral cooperation since the me-
etings of the ministers of Foreign Af-
These
steps show that there exist many pos-
sibilities to advance this cooperation
and that, with goodwill, existing dif-

Jairs in Belgrade and Sofia.

ficulties und obstacles can be over-
come to pave the way for a broader
many-sided development of Balkan
relations. Further on, he said that, as
is known, one of the important re-
commendations of the ministers of
Foreign Affairs was about the role
national minorities should play as fa-
ctors of cohesion and stability within
the country and bridges of relations
and cooperation between neighbouring
countries and on a regional scale. To-
day’s practice shows that following
this
of wmutual trust, friendship and secu-

policy serves the strengthening

rity among neighbouring countries.
TI'hen, Muhamet Kapllani dwelt on
the activities of the past year which
have led to the development of bi-
lateral cooperation between our coun-
try and orther Balkan countries. He
said that the Albanian Government,
consistent in its policy of good neigh-
bourliness, considers understanding and
mutual trust not merely possible, but
absolutely mnecessary and that they
are realized through the development
of friendly relations. In accordance
with the recommendations of the Bel-
grade Meeting of the Ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs, the Albanian Committee
for Balkan Understanding and Coope-
ration has started its activities and is
working to establish contacts with
analogous committees and organisms in
the other Balkan countries, with the
aim. of finding the main directions
for their cooperation in strengthening
understanding and friendship among

our peoples. During 1988 Albania has
taken part in and made its contribu-
tion to a number of Balkan multi-
lateral activities. One of them was
the meeting of the transport ministers
of the Balkan states which showed
that, when fields of common interest
are sought and identified, and when
constructive efforts are made by all
parties, it is possible to embark on
concrete activities and achieve positive
results. After indicating also some other
activities in which our country has par-
ticipated, he stressed that the spirit
of understanding and constructive co-

operation has prevailed in them.
Further on, Muhamet Kapllani said:

From consultations carried out with
all the states of the region and from
what was said here about the co-
ming meeting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan coun-
tries, I have the pleasure to express
the readiness of my government for
Albania to be the host country of
this meeting in 1990. On this occa-
sion, 1 want to sincerely thank all
the delegations which expressed them-
selves in favour of his meeting being

held in Tirana.
In conclusion he stressed that stabi-

lity, peace and security in the Bal-
kans are problems of first priority for
all the countries of the region. The
process of understanding and coope-
ration also serves this task, just as
it could not advance without stabili-

ty and opeace.

On the second day of the proceedings
of the meeting, the delegations ex-
changed opintons about the process
of Balkan cooperation and problems
having to do with developing under-
standing and mutual trust in our re-
gion. At these talks the desire was
expressed to carry further ahead the
steps taken towards a broader coope-
ration emong the Balkan states.

In the last session, the participants
discussed the recommendations of the
working group and adopted the pro-

tocol of the meeting.
In the protocol it is said:
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From January 18 to 20, 1989 the
meeting of the high officials of the
ministries of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries was held in Tirana
in accordance with the recommen-
dations of the Belgrade Meeting of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs and as
agreed at the Sofia Meeting of high
officials.

The Chairman of the Council of Mi-
nisters of the People’s Socialist Repu-
blic of Albania, Adil Carcani, ad-
dressed the meeting a message Of
greetings.

At the Tirana Meeting took part the
delegations of the ministries of Fo-
reign Affairs of: the People’s Repu-
blic of Bulgaria, headed by the wice-
-minister of Foreign Affairs, Ivan Ga-
nev; the Greek Republic, headed by
the General Secretary of the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, Constantinos
Georgiou: the Socialist Republic of Ru-
mania, headed by the vice-minister
of Foreign Affairs, Constantin Oan-
cea; the Republic of Turkey, headed
by the vice-secretary for economic af-
fairs at the Ministry of Foreign Af-
jairs, ambassador Tanshu Bleda; the
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugos-
lavia, headed by the federal vice-se-
cretary, Milivoje Maksié, and the Pe-
ople’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
headed by the vice-minister of Fo-
reign Affairs, Muhamet Kapllani, who
was elected chairman of the meeting.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs of
the People’s Socialist Republic of Al-
bania, Reis Malile, received the heads
of the delegations. He attended the
opening session and greeted the me-
eting.

The high officials analysed and as-
sessed the realization of activities and
initiatives in the context of multila-
teral Balkan cooperation for 1988 and
examined new ideas and possibilities
to develop it further in the future.

During the past wyear constructive
efforts were made by all partners in
seeking and identifiying fields of com-
mon interest, and concrete activities

were carried out in this direction.

They hailed the
the Belgrade Meeting of the Trans-

achievements of

port Ministers of the Balkan states
and noted with pleasure their pro-
posal to hold periodical meetings, as
well as their recommendation to hold
a meeting in the field of telecom-
munications.

The high officials assessed the pre-
parutory work carried out on Dece-
mber 13-14 in Ankara for the meeting
of the ministers of the FEconomy or
Foreign Trade. They recommended
that the meeting of ministers should
be held on March 15-16, 1989 in An-
kara.

The participants in the meeting al-
s0 assessed the efforts made und the
results achieved at the meeting of
the governmental experts for drawing
out a convention on environment pro-
tection for the Balkan countries, held
in Pravec of Bulgaria. The meeting
recommended that the group for wor-
king out a draft-convention should
meet in February 1989 at Marmaris,
Turkey.

The high officials of the ministries
of Foreign Affairs once again em-
phasized the utility of setting up a
Research Institute for Belkan Eco-
nomic Cooperation in Athens. They
took note of the report prepared on
this question by the working group
set up according to the agreement
reached in Sofia, and recommended
that the above group should meet
again by the end of February 1989
in Athens to examine other aspect
which have to do with the setting
up and Jfunctioning of the Institute
in question.

They assessed the results achieved
by the 21st Conference of the Bal-
kan Countries on Tourism, which was
held in Bulgaria.

They also empasized the positive
contribution of non-governmental acti-
vities in wvarious fields such as the
meeting of the national commissions
of the Balkan countries for UNESCO

in Ankara, the session of the Balkan



Medical Union in Athens. etc.

The meeting of the high officials
of the ministries of Foreign Affairs
emphasized the determination and re-
adiness of the Balkan countries for
the positive process of inter-Balkan
cooperation to be deepened and con-
solidated on the basis of full equali-
ty aend mutual respect, which is to
the benefit of understanding and mu-
tual trust in the region ,as well as
peace and security in the Balkans and
Europe, in general.

It was recommended that the co-
ming meeting of ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan countries
should be held in October 1990 in
Tirana.

The coming meeting of the high of-
ficials of the ministries of Foreign
Affairs will be held in autumn this
year in Greece.

The proposal of holding a meeting
of the heads of the Balkan states
or governments of the Balken coun-
iries in Bucharest was discussed, and
the importance of the creation of con-
ditions for its organization was em-
phasized.

The high officials took note of the
Albanian proposal on working out
and adopting the principles of good
neighbourliness in the Balkans.

The high officials recommended
the extension of contacts between
their relative parliaments, as well os
the study of possibilities for the cre-
ation of parliamentary groups for Bal-
kan f{riendship and cooperation.

Attention was paid to the proposal
on turning the Balkans into a zone
free of nuclear and chemical weapons.
It was recommended that this propo-
sal should remain a question for fur-
ther discussion.

It was emphasized that representa-
tives of a great nmumber of non-gover-
nmental organizations can also con-
tribute to strengthening the spirit of
Balkan cooperation through activities
of warious kinds.

The high officials of the ministries

of Foreign Affairs took note of the
proposal of the Belgrade mayor ad-
dressed to the mayors of the capitals
of the Balkan countries, and more
concretely Ankara, Athens, Bucharest,
Sofia and Tirana, to hold a meeting
in Yugoslavia the date of which
should be agreed on later.

The high officials agreed on the ti-
me and place of other uactivitics as
follows:

— Meeting at the minister level on
industrial cooperation and technology
transfer in Rumania in the end of
May or the beginning of June 1989.

— Meeting of the ministers of Po-
wer Industry in Tirana in the first
semester of 1990. A group of experts
will meet in Tirana for its prepara-
tion in the second semester of 1989.

— Meeting of experts of the Balkan
countries to discuss measures for the
creation of an atmosphere of mutual
trust and security among the Balkan
countries in the second tremester of
1989 in Bucharest.

— A special meeting to encourage
economic and commercial cooperation
among the Balkan countries, which
will be held in the second semester
1989 in Bucharest.

— Meeting of experts in the field of
sanitation in Autumn 1989 in Greece.

— The high officials recommended
that experts in cultural, humanitarian
and information problems should meet
in the second half of September in
Sofia and, possibly, before the end
of 1989 in Ankara, successively. Pro-
ceeding from the nature of these me-
etings it was emphasized that they
should be open to public opinion, the
means of communication included. All
the relative steps for the organiza-
tion of these meetings will be taken
by the host countries in consultation
and cooperation with all the other
Balkan countries.

— Meeting of experts to discuss co-
operation in the struggle against ter-
rorism and the traffic of drugs and

weapons possibly in June 1989 in Bel-
grade.

— Meeting of the representatives of
the ministries of Agriculture in the
first semester of 1990 in Athens.

— Meeting of the Committees for
Balkan Understanding and Coopera-
tion and other similar mnon-govern-
‘mental organizations in Qctober in 1989
i Tirana.

Taking into account the number of
meetings to be held on the same pro-
blem, the participants agreed on va-
rious meetings and activities on a Bal-
kan level being carried out on a ro-
tation basis, as in the case of the
meetings of the foreign ministers and
high officials.

The meeting of the high officials
of the ministries of Foreign Affair of
the Balkan countries went on in a
constructive spirit of understanding. It
highly valued the involvement and
efforts of all the Balkan countries
to ceasélessly develop the process of
multilateral and bilateral cooperation
in the region.

The meeting of high officials ex-
pressed their high evaluation of the
way its proceedings were carried out
and expressed their thanks to the Go-
vernment of the PSR of Albania for
the warm hospitality given the dele-
gations participating in this meeting.

The meeting was declared closed
by the head of the delegation of
the host country which chaired the
proceedings, the vice-minister of Fo-
reign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Muhamet Kapllani. He noted with
pleasure that the meeting has achi-
eved its objectives and that the ba-
lance of activities carried out in the
context of Balkan cooperation is a
positive one. More important, he em-
phasized, is that this cooperation is
becoming a tendency which is gai-
ning ground, creating the conditions
for the strengthening of understanding
and mutual trust, which brings the
peoples of our peninsula closer to-
gether,



In this context it is important that
the second meeting of the minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs was unani-
mously decided to be held in the
Year 1990. It will certainly carry the
already started political dialogue fur-
ther forward and define the basic
orientations of cooperation for the
two coming years. Aware of the im-
portance of the tasks it is charged
with, Muhamet Kapllani said in con-
clusion, the Albanian Government will
do everything that depends on it for
the meeting of the ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs in Tirana to give a fresh
impulse to cooperation in our region
and make a really tangible contribu-
tion to the improvement of the at-
mosphere and the carrying forward
of the process of understanding, mu-
tual trust and cooperation in the Bal-
kans.

Then, the heads of delegations than-
ked for the hospitality, the good or-
ganization of the meeting and the con-
structive spirit that characterized it,
which will contribute to the improve-
ment of the atmosphere of coopera-
tion and wunderstanding in the Bal-
kans.

On January 19, the wice-chairman
of the Council of Ministers of the
PSR of Albania, Manush Muyftiu, re-
ceived at separate meetings the vi-
ce-minister of Foreign Affairs of the
PR of Bulgaria, Ivan Ganev, and the
federal vice-secretary for Foreign Af-
fairs of the SFR of Yugoslavia, Mili-
voje Maksié.

Comrade Manush Myftiu spoke
about the importance of the meeting
of the wvice-ministers of Foreign Af-
fairs in promoting the spirit of un-
derstanding and friendly cooperation
in the Balkans. He also stressed that
good neighbourliness and development
of bilateral good relations among the
Balkan states serves cooperation in the

Balkans and the fulfilment of the as-
pirations of its peoples to live in
peace and friendship.

On January 20, Comrade Manush
Myftiu received at separate meetings
Tanshu Bleda, the vice-secretary at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Turkey, Constantinos Ge-
orgiou, General Secretary at the Mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs of the Re-
public of Greece, and Constantin Oa-
ncea, vice-minister of Foreign Affa-
irs of the SR of Rumania.

He spoke about the feelings of fri-
endship and respect the Albanian pe-
ople nurture for the peoples of the
Balkans, as well as the ardent de-
sire of our country to contribute to
the extension of cooperation among

the countries of the peninsula.

..On  January 18 the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of the PSR of Alba-
nia, Reis Malile, received at the mi-
nistry of Foreign Affairs the vice-
ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countries who had come to
take part in the Tirana Meeting.

On January 21st the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Reis Malile, received
at separate meetings the vice-minister
of Foreign Affairs of Bulgaria, Ivan
Ganev, the General Secretary at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Gre-
ece, Constantinos Georgiu, and the vi-
ce-secretary at the Ministry of Fo-
reign Affairs of Turkey, Tanshu Bleda.

At these meetings the constructive
spirit of understanding, which cha-
racterized the meeting of the wvice-
-ministers of Foreign Affairs of the
Balkan countris, was highly wvalued,
opinions were exchanged about the
development of bilateral relations, and
the desire was expressed that they
should be extended and developed
further in the jfuture.

On January 22, Comrade Reis Mali-
le received the Federal vice-secretary



for Foreign Affairs of the SFR of Yu-
goslavia, Milivoje Maksié.

At this meeting the success of the
meeting of the wvice-ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs of the Balkan countries
was mentioned and opinions were
exchanged about the existing relations
between Albania and Yugoslavia, and
the desire wus expressed that they
should be extended in the field of
economic and commercial, cultural, te-
chnical and scientific relations, as well
as in the field of transport, manage-
ment of water resources, ete.

At the same time Comrade Reis
Malile emphasized that the problem
of Kosova and, in general, the con-
dition of the Albuanians in Yugosla-
vie have an influence on the rela-
tions between the two countries. This
influence, he said, may be either po-
sitive or negative, in direct relation-
ship with the stand taken towards
the Albanians there. When we men-
tion this, we proceed from our con-
cern about the future of relations bet-
ween our countries and their deve-
lopment on the road of good neigh-
bourliness, and from the sincere de-
sire for peace and understanding in
the Balkans.

The Albanian foreign minister said
that the Albanian side has been and
is always ready to discuss the further
development of relations and coopera-

tion in a constructive spirit with the

Yugoslav side, on the basis of equ-
ality and mutual benefit, and in tho-
se directions which serve freedom
and independence, sovereignty and te-
rritorial integrity and the friendship
among peoples.

On January 20, Comrade Reis Ma-
lile put on a reception in Durrés in
honour of the delegations which took
part in the meeting of wvice-minis-
ters of Foreign Affairs of the Bal-

kan countries.

On January 19, the head of the Al-
banian Committee for Balkan Under-
standing and Cooperation, Prof. Dhi-
miter Shuteriqi, gave a cocktail for

the vice-ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Balkan countries. Deputies to

the People’s Assembly, members of
the above-mentioned Committee, wri-
ters, professors, nmewspapermen, men of
science, art and culture, and others
were present.

In the evening of the same day the
artistic troupes of the capital gave
a concert in honour of the foreign de-
legations in the hall of the Opera
and Ballet Theatre. Apart from Alba-
nian songs and dances, the concert
also included songs of Balkan coun-
tries, which were warmly executed by

our artists.
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RAISING WELL-BEING
FOR THE PEOPLE-
THE SUPREME

AIM OF THE PARTY

by NIKO GJYZARI

An epoch-made victory, which ensures the material and cultural
well -being for all the people, is the dynamic development

of our country, the extended socialist reproduction

for a massive consumption which grows continuously

THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION IN OUR COUNTRY IS AN INDISPU-
TABLE PROOF OF THE GREAT SOLICITUDE OF THE PARTY AND THE
PEOPLE'S STATE POWER FOR THE GRADUAL BUT STEADY RAISING
OF THE MATERIAL AND CULTURAL WELL-BEING OF THE WORKING
PEOPLE. EVERYTHING WHICH IS PRODUCED AND CREATED IN OUR
COUNTRY IS DONE IN THE NAME AND INTEREST OF THE WORKING
PEOPLE, THROUGH THE CORRECT HARMONIZATION OF PEOPLE’S
WELL-BEING WITH THE STRENGTHENING OF THE ECONOMY AND THE
DEFENCE POTENTIAL OF THE COUNTRY, THE NEEDS OF THE PRESENT
WITH THOSE OF THE FUTURE, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY WITH
THAT OF THE RURAL AREA, THE GUARANTEE OF THE SOCIAL EQUA-
LITIES ACHIEVED WITH THEIR FURTHER DEEPENING.

An epoch-making victory which en-
sures the material and cultural well-
being for all the working people, is
the dynamic development of our eco-
nomy, the extended socialist repro-
duction for a massive consumption
which grows continuously. In the
years of the people’s state power the
social product and the national in-
come have increased 2-4 times more
rapidly than the population increase.
As a result, Albania which only half
a century before could not produce
enough maize for less than 1 million
inhabitants, today is in a position to
provide all the necessary food for
a population three times larger and
with higher requirements. As Com-
rade Ramiz Alia has pointed out in
a concise manner, this is an expres-
sion of the emergence of the couniry

NIKO GJYZARI: Chairman of the
State Planning Commission

from poverty into prosperity, and cons-
titute one of the pollars of its econo-
mic and political independence. Not
only in comparison with the pre-Li-
beration period, or with the early
post-Liberation years of the socialist
construction, but also in comparison
with 10-15 years ago, the per capita
consumption of the stapple articles
has increased in a continuous man-
ner. In the period 1987-1988 the state
trading sector provided the people
with an average of 56 per cent more
food-stuffs and about 35 per cent more
consumer goods, excluding foods. Even
in the conditions of the prolonged
periods of draught accompanied with
the very high temperatures of the
last years, which caused failures in
the fulfilment of some indices of the
plan, especially in agriculture, the
frade sector behaved with stability,
the supply of the people did not

show any decline, but on the oppo-
site, increased further. The consump-
tion per capita of the population in
cities and work centres for many ar-
ticles — such as eggs, fish, rice, shoes,
stockings and socks, soap and washing
powders, in recent years, as against
1980, has had a general upward trend.
In 1986, as against 1980, to the people
of the cities and work centres were
sold 39 per cent more fats, 25 per
cent more sugar, 83 per cent more
eggs, 29 per cent more rice, 70 per
cent more utensils, etc. The increase
of the production of milk by about
35 thousand fons in 1988, compared
to 1987, is mainly the result of the
initiative of the cooperativist pea-
santry to maintain small herds in the
brigades, and this, in turn, has crea-
ted conditions for the peasaniry to
provide better for its own needs.
The working people of our coun-
try take an average of about 3,000
calories a day, which is the mean
level of many other countries. Al-
though there is room for improve-
ments of the structure of calories,
because most of them are obtained
from vegetable sources, bearing in
mind the age-groups of the popula-
tion in which the younger ages pre-
dominate, this fuhd of calories is
sufficient to ensure high productivity
of intellectual and physical work. The
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normal supply of the population and
the guaranteeing of balanced diets has
brought about a situation in which
all diseases caused by unbalanced food
diets have disappeared completely and
the anthropometric characteristics of
our people have been improved great-
ly. Today the youth reach the indi-
ces of physical development one year
earlier than they did ten years be-
fore. The average life expectancy of
the population is 71.6 years, against
04.9 in 1960, and 38.83 years in 1938.
in recent years the deaths per thou-
sand inhabitants are calculated at
5.6-5.7 (one of the lowest in Europe),
whereas births are calculated at over
25, or the highest in Europe.

Material well-being, the spiritual
world c¢f the man, his personality,
the emancipation and happiness of
evervone are gﬁarahteed by the en-
tire economic and social develcpment
of the country, which relies entirely
on its own forces, without -credits
and debts from abroad. At their foun-
dation they have the free work for
oneself, for one’s family and for the
whole society, free from any kind
of exploitation and eppression. Work
is the source of inspiration and optim-
ism for the whole society and the
main road for raising well-being to
a higher level. The years of the so-
cialist construction in Albania are the
years of that epoch-making leap which
has been made in the field of work.
Work is guaranteed to everyone. Every
year the state provides jobs for an
average of 45-50 thousand people, and
every citizen in working relations
in cities or work centres supports
0.84 people today as against 1.52 in
the year 1970, whereas in the coun-
tryside 1.42 against nearly 2 in 1970.

For the complete employment of
the work forces, the society spends
considerable material and financial
means in the form of fundamental
investments. The opening of one new

work place today requires more
than 100 thousand leks, or nearly
twice as much as in the ’60s. This

is a major commitment of the so-
ciety because, despite the instability
of the world market, the crises, stag-
nation of the capitalist economy, in-
flation and the influence of all these

factors on our economy, still the in-
come of the working people is main-
tained intact, prices are kept at a
stable level, and everything is coped
with by the state. Only from the
price rises for imports of many food
and indusirial articles the income of
the state budget has spent an excess
of 450 million leks in order to main-
tain the stability of prices for the
retail trade goods inside the country.
This and the policy of keeping rela-
tively low prices for bread and food-
stuffs, for children’s clothing and
school articles, the very Ilow house
rent which does not exceed the in-
come from 2-3 workdays, which is
pursued in our country, is a great
advantage for the working people,
especially for the working people earn-
ing an average pay, who, in this
manner, can secure their 1living.
Achievements in the raising of
well-being for the working masses,
despite some shortage which is no-
ticed here and there as result of the
failure to attain the targets of the plan
in agriculture, in the food-stuffs in-
dustry and the light industry, emerge
in a special light if we compare this
with the fact that in recent years
the economic crises, cronic unem-
ployment, inflation and price rises in
the capitalist and the revisionist
countries have further deepened the
class polarization: on the one hand,
there is ap increase in the profits
of metropolises and financial oligar-
chies, while, on the other hand, the
living of the broad working masses
has become more expensive.
Naturally, if we make comparisons
with the situation of some years be-
fore, the achievements in the uplift
of well-being can be easily seen. But
the Party instructs us that in this
question, too, comparisons should be
made with the growing needs of the
working people of city and the rural
ar:a. It is a positive fact that the
raising of people’s material and cul-
tural level serves as an incentive for
the further increase of production and
puts new demands for more mate-
rial and spiritual blessings, which
enrich the life of the people. This
is the dialectics of development, but
at the same time it makes higher
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demands on the stale organs and the
economy for the fulfilment of these
requirements. .

Production per capita of stapple con-
sumer goods from one year to another
and from one five-year plan to an-
other has kept increasing. Compared
to the 1980 level, the per capita pro-
duction of cheeses has increased 16
per cent, eggs 37 per cent, knitware
3 per cent, beer 40 per cent, utensils
and glassware of everyday use 16 per
cent, etc. There have been increases
also in imported consumer goods such
as sugar, fats, textiles, etc. Along with
this the demands of the people for
food and other articles, not only in
the cities but also in the villages,
have increased.

Moreover, our peasant today, as a
result of the great economie, cultural
and social changes, has emerged as
a consumer of many articles, and not
only food articles but also indus-
trialized products, just as the town
population. Today the peasant has hig-
her demands not only for salt and
kerosene, but also for various texti-
les, for radio- and tv-sets, refrigera-
tors and other domestic appliances,
and has greater requirements for more
vegetables and beans, potatoes, milk,
meat, eggs, etc. In this aspect, as a
result of the social equality, there are
not great changes in the various so-
cial groups, or among different fa-
milies as regards the consumption of
the food and other products turned
out by our industry and agriculture,
or imported from abroad. Seen in this
light, consumption serves to stimulate
production, whereas production, des-
pite its continuous growth, still has
not reached the level required for
adequate consumption, both in quan-
tity and in quality. Hence, the supply
of the market with some consumer
goods has not been always and in
every moment satisfactory. Shortages
in supplies can be avoided through
a better work for the rhythmical ful-
filment of the plans, and the increase
of the care for the good administra-
tion of production, the increase of the
productivity of social labour and the
strengthening of the savings regime
everywhere. As Comrade Ramiz Alia
has stressed, the situation of the
market can be considered as healthful
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