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RAMIZ ALIA

SOCIALIST CULTURE - A (
THE ADVANCE (

SPEECH AT THE 6'" PLENU.

On March 1 and 2, 1988, the 5th Plenum of the CC of the PLA was convened under the chair-
manship of Comrade Ramiz Alia; First Secretary of the CC of the Party of Labour of Albania. Foto Cami,
Member of the Political Bureau and Secretary' of the CC of the PLA, delivered the report of the Poli-
tical Bureau «For an all-round development of socialist culture and the enhancement of its role in the
whole life of the country-.

A broad discussion took place about this problem. Workers of propaganda, art, culture and science
attended the proceedings of the Plenum as guests.

In conclusion of the Plenum, the First Secretary of the CC of the PLA, Comrade Ramiz Alia, deli-
vered an important speech.

COMRADES,

THE REPORT WHICH WAS DELIVERED HERE, AS WELL AS THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE
COMRADES TO THE DISCUSSION REFLECTED THE ACHIEVEMENTS MADE IN THE FIELD OF
CULTURE AND EXPRESSED VALUABLE OPINIONS ON ITS FURTHER ADVANCE.

WITHOUT CLAIMING TO DRAW CONCLUSIONS FROM EVERYTHING THAT WAS SAID AT
THIS MEETING OF THE PLENUM OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE, 1 WILL ONLY EXPRESS
SOME OPINIONS ABOUT CULTURE AND ITS VERY IMPORTANT ROLE FOR THE PRESENT AND
FUTURE OF SOCIALIST SOCIETY.
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OF THE CC OF THE PLA

IMMEDIATELY AFTER LIBERATION, OUR PARTY AND COMRADE ENVER HOXHA HAVE
PAID VERY GREAT ATTENTION TO THE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE COUNTRY. THEY
CONSIDERED THE RAISING OF THE EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL LEVEL OF THE WORK-
ING PEOPLE A NECESSARY CONDITION FOR THE VIGOROUS ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT
OF THE NEW ALBANIA. THE'CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALISM WOULD HAVE BEEN IMPOSSIBLE
WITHOUT CULTURED PEOPLE, WITHOUT SCHOOLED AND SKILLED WORKERS, WITHOUT
SPECIALISTS  AND LEARNED MEN. EXPERIENCE UP TO NOW HAS FULLY BORNE OUT THIS.

IN THE YEARS OF SOCIALISM THE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF OUR SOCIETY HAS
TAKEN PLACE AT A VERY RAPID RATE. IT IS EXPRESSED IN THE MASS SCHOOLING OF
THE POPULATION, THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ARTS, SCIENCE, LITERATURE AND PUBLICA-
TIONS, THE EXTENSION OF CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS TO EVERY INHABITED CENTRE OF
THE COUNTRY, IN THE TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION, AND THE TRANSFOR-
MATION OF THE MODE OF LIVING AND THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF PEOPLE. COLOSSAL RE-
SULTS HAVE BEEN ACHIEVED IN ALL FIELDS. THEY ARE NGT INFERIOR TO THOSE ACHIEVED
IN THE MATERIAL FIELD, INDUSTRY, AGRICULTURE, BUILDING,ETC.

WE FREQUENTLY MENTION AND POINT OUT AT THESE RESULTS, AS WE DID AT THIS
PLENUM, TOO, NOT IN ORDER TO MAKEA HISTORICAL RESUME, OR TO EXPRESS OUR
SELF-SATISFACTION AND FLATTER OUR LEGITIMATE PRIDE. NO. WE DO THIS, BECAUSE
THESE RESULTS ARE INSPIRING, BECAUSE THEY PROMPT US TO MARCH WITH DETERMI-
NATION AND SELF-CONFIDENCE ON OUR TESTED ROAD, BECAUSE THEY ENCOURAGE US TO

WORK AND STRUGGLE WITH EVER GREATER PERSISTENCE FOR THE SPIRITUAL DEVELOP-
MENT OF OUR PEOPLE.
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Our successes have been made possible by
our revolution which opened up the road to so-
cialist construction, by our deep-going social trans-
formations which changed relations among people
and their mentality, by the especially great and
constant concern of the Party with Comrade
Enver Hoxha at its head, and by the tireless
work of the people’s state power which, with
dedication and persistence, has carried out its
directives and orientations,

These results have also been the fruit of the
great efforts of our people who have never spared
themselves for the development of culture, of their
inextinguishable thirst for knowledge, and their
not small sacrifice for the education of their sons
and daughters. Without these efforts and sacrifices
a whole generation of educated and schooled
men and women, and an army of learned and qua-
lified men and women, who with the level of
their formation at present determine also the
cultural level of our society, could not have emer-
ged, as it did.

In the preoccupations and sacrifices our people
were not prompted merely by the motives and
interests that usually make the parents concern
themselves about the cultural and vocational pro-
gress of their sons and daughters and their ad-
vance in life. They have also been and are ex-
pressions of the patriotism and ardent desire of
the Albanian people to see their country advanced
and cultured, to see Albania ranking among the
civilized nations, to make its name known in the
world not only for the struggles and bravery of
its people, but also for their culture and know-
ledge.

These yearnings, dreams and sacrifices of the
new men and women of the new Albania are
justifying with each passing day through their
work and enthusiasm in the building and advan-
cement of our socialist Homeland, through the
cultural values which they have created and con-

‘tinue to create and which now are more and

more going beyond the bounds of the country
as well.

At present we have entered a new phase of
socialist development. In industry and agriculture,
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transport and building, education and art, in every
field of social activity there is a need for both
quantitative and qualitative developments which
cannot be secured without raising the knowledge
of people to a higher level, without implementing
tne achievements of science in all fields, and
witnout walking in step with the time.

According to these requirements we must also
see the place and role of culture in its broadest
meaning. With the prospects of our development
are also linked the decisions of tnis ¥ienum, and
tne tasks it seis to pave the road tor resolving
current problems ana, especially, coping with the
aemands of the future.

vur peopie’s revolution in general, and our
1aeorogical and culturai revoiuuon in particular,
created wnat we calt tne new, or socialist, culture.
‘this does not mean nat our people in the past
were without a culiure of their own. On the
contrary, it is known tnat the Albanian people
had inherited one of e most ancient cultures
in the Bbalkans. Uur revolution not only created
the conditions for and gave an unprecedented
drive to the all-round development of cultural
life, but also endowed our culture with new qua-
lities bearing mainiy on its content, liberated it
from many influences of the aristocratic, cosmo-
politan, conservative and decadent type, which,
although without deep roots, still impeded its
progressive development. This epuration which
affected not only the spheres of creativeness, but
also the whole spiritual life and the mode of
living, opened up a broad road for the develop-
ment of the popular, democratic and socialist
culture. It is important to émphasize that these
processes were led by the new Marxist-Leninist
aesthetic and ideological concepts, which also gua-
ranteed their success.

Proceeding from the teachings of the Party,
we have achieved another great victory in the
field of culture. We have succeeded in creating
unified aesthetical concepts not only in the assess-
ment of the national and world cultural legacy,
which constitutes a key problem, because it de-
termines the starting-point, as well as the road
of the further development of culture. All this
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represents a rare achievement and a great force
for the advancement of the culture as a whole,
as well as a factor which links the men of culture
with the masses and puts them under their con-
trol. Here lies the secret of the fact that both
the intellectual and the worker, both the common
man and the cadre are in a position to speak and
judge about a poem or story, about a film or no-
vel, about a painting or song, proceeding from
sound ideo-aesthetic positions. _

When we talk about unified aesthetic con-
cepts we do not mean some kind of uniformity
in creativeness, nor a uniform conception of it,
nor levelling out the individualities of those who
create cultural values and consume them. Were
it so, this would lead to a low, not to say almost
primitive, degree of culture.

The Marxist-Leninist aesthetic principles are
not some unchangeable moulds which give their
form to the cultural creations which are cast in
them. Art, in particular, cannot be created with
unchangeable patterns and prefabricated ele-
ments. Being a spiritual product and the reflec-
tion of reality, its expressions are endless, just
as the breadth and depth of the human mind
and social relations themselves are endless. In
the creative practice of our country, and in the
more outstanding works of our literature and
arts of socialist realism, it has been proved that
unified aesthetic concepts lead not to schemat-
ism, but to innovation, not to rigidness and one-
sidedness of themes, but to a profusion of themes
and variety of styles. Uniformity and schematism
do not originate from the method of socialist
realism. Nor do weak and worthless artistic works
with us come about as a result of some bureau-
cratic support. They are merely the product of
the unsatisfactory ideo-cultural level and creative
incapability of their authors. Hence, the Party
has insisted and continues to insist that the road
for overcoming these shortcomings is that of the
ever better assimilation of our Marxist-Leninist
ideology, the persistent study and the constant
~cultural and professional qualification of the
authors themselves. :

Aesthetic principles are a question of world
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outlook, a summing-up of the inner laws of art
and its links with life, society and nature. Cer-
tainly, their knowledge and implementation is a
necessity for every author, if he does not want
to slide into spontaneousness, if he knows where
he wants to go and what he wants to achieve,
if he wishes to be original and not a servile imi-
tator. However, when it comes to aesthetic prin-
ciples, these are very easy to learn from school
textbooks and very difficult to apply in concrete
creative activity. Not infrequently people think
that it is enough for them to choose a theme
which is in order from the class stand-point,
to find the characters from among the people, to
dress them in national costumes, and the success
of the work is guaranteed. This vulgarization of
the Marxist-Leninist aesthetic principles and the
art itself must be combated with determination,
otherwise the door is left open to weak and
worthless works. A work which only narrates,
but makes no analysis, which only declaims but
carries no information, which speaks but says no-
thing, can be anything but not a work of art.
Mankind has invented art in their efforts to know
themselves and the surrounding world, to know
their present and, especially, to understand their
future. This great philosophical concept, this per-
sistent search, keep artistic creativeness alive and
develop it further. There would be no art without
it.

The party organizations, the Writers’ League,
the cultural and publishing institutions face great
tasks in the education of the workers of the cul-
tural front in this spirit. They must find the
most suitable forms for the writers and artists,
all our men and women engaged in artistic creati-
veness, to master the line and teachings of the
Party, and the Marxist-Leninist aesthetic princi-
ples. However, the struggle for a militant art of
high quality cannot be successful without know-
ledge of life. This is a permanent demand on art
and culture. At present, with the deepening of the

- processes of socialist development in all fields of

social activity, it assumes special importance. All
the workers of the cultural front must live inten-
sively, in the most various ways, with the pro-
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blems of the time, with the concern of the Party
about production, the education and life of the
people, with the creative activity and struggle of
the working masses for the socialist consfruction
and the defence of the country. Life must be
known scientifically, not superficially. In ‘the
broad meaning of the word, the logics of life,
not some episodic and isolated fact of it, must
predominate in artistic creativeness.

It often occurs in everyday practice that the
various party and state organisms have correct
concepts about culture and its developments, but
not so much about the worker of culture and
the cultured man. In general, these are identified
according to school attestations and, especially,
university aitesiations. For a certain time, espe-
cially taking account of the condition in which
our country has been in the past, this may be
explained and understood. However, for the stage
at which we are now and for the levels we
have reached, these attestations are not enough
and cannot be used as the only and absolute
criteria and measures for the evaluation of the
cultured man,

It is known that thc concept of the cultured
man has evolved and changed a great deal ac-
cording to the stages of the development of hu-
man society, being seen and treated both in an
idealistic and materialistic manner, and measured
by different criteria, but his characterization as
an advanced man who tries to understand and in-
fluence social phenomena with his knowledge and
conscious activities, and a man which illuminates
the minds of people and struggles to make their
life better, has remained constantly valid.

In its evaluation of the cultured man socialist
society proceeds from a broader and more complex
idea of him. It does not measure and value him
only by the sum total of his knowledge, but also
by his stand and behaviour, the contribution he
makes to the advance of the country, and his
constant concern about the fate of the Homeland
and the people. If we consider him in this light,
we must not look for the cultured and advanced
man only in the stratum of schooled people, or
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among those who have gone through a certain edu-
cation, but also in the mass of common men and
women of the people, workers and peasants, also
shepherds who have never come down from their
mountains, also among housewives but who work
and struggle with a high sense of duty, full of
dedication and enthusiasm for the increase of
production and enrichment of life.

A new man liberated from the preconceptions
of the past and endowed with noble feelings and
thoughts has been created in the time of the
Party. Productive activity itself has a summed
and broad creative character. High aesthetic and
cultural demands now are made not only on
artistic creativeness proper, but also on produc-
tion, building and agriculture. If we see things
from this stand-point, the builders of hydro-power
stations, whether they are engineers, specialists or
common workers, the builders of the terraces of
Lukova, the raisers of hybrid maize or wheat
strains, the many innovators of production and
the innumerable cooperativists who take in yields
of world levels, do not do less creative work
than the artists, professors and workers of scien-
tific institutions.

A correct broad concept about the cultured
man brings about the raising of the demands on
the work and behaviour of everybody, calls for
production to be of high quality, buildings to be
both low-cost and beautiful, rational solutions to
be found, and all the energies of the masses to
be utilized for the good of socialism. This would
help us also to combat those manifestations which,
in their essence, express only lack of culture. These
are apparent in production, especially in the low
quality of goods and services, just as they make
themselves felt in the treatment of people. There
are some civil servants and employees who call
themselves servants of the people, while they
behave with them as if these people were indebted
to them. Neither intellectual conceit, arbitrariness
or arrogance in dealing with people are expres-
sions of culture, nor unseemingly behaviour and
all other deeds which leave people with a bad
feeling and come up against the morality of our
socialist society.



S e 2 (99), 1988

Formation of a broad concept about the
cultured man is a great task of the Party. The
struggle for socialist construction presupposes not
only the creation of a new social order without
exploiting classes and exploitation, but also the
transformation of the way of thinking and behav-
ing of people, their relations in the family and
society, and their stand at work and out of work,
according to the ethics and morality of the com-
munist civilization.

Identification of the cultured man with a
school certificate, especially when the question
is about people involved in artistic creativeness,
journalism, philosophy, science and other intel-
lectual pursuits, brings along also another evil
which must not be undervalued. Such an identifi-
cation would lead, and to a certain extent it has
led, to an equalization of cultural values. It is
known, however, that equalization of values Kkills
culture.

There is a tendency for social equality, which
exists with us and which represents an achieve-
ment of socialism, to be mechanically transplan-
ted to the field of creativeness. As a consequence,
this tendency tries to bring down creative indivi-
dualities, talents in art, science, engineering, ar-
chitecture, agronomy, etc., the genuine intellect-
uals, to level them out, to make them the equals
of those who have the same school certificate,
who work in the same field, but not with the
same results. One dare not assess, honour or

reward an outstanding personality of science and .

culture without a chorus of voices clamouring:
«Are we not all equal? What do you think we
gre? Have not we produced that and that many
works?», although it is known that not every
printed paper is a book, not every song is music,
and not every painted cloth is painting.
Equalization of values comes about also hecause
of lack of depth of literary or art criticism and
its very superficial assessments. For evidence of
this you have only to read the «Drita» newspaper
on Sundays, which is full of endless lists of writ-
ers’ names, with great inflation of praise to them.
Publishing institutions find themselves under the
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constant pressure of the less gifted authors who
want, they, too, the complete collection of their
works.

If our newspapers, television, publishing houses,
theatres, etc., went about it as the masses do,
which make their own selection of artistic works
by buying or not buying them, by applauding a
song or keeping silent to it, by switching on or
off the tv-set, they would be making commendable
work. However, this, too, would not be enough.
The masses often act intuitively and proceed
more by sentiment, while the organs and organ-
isms that manage culture must proceed from con-
scious criteria of assessment, because it is their
duty and mission to tell the masses what book
they should read, what broadcast they should fol-
low, and what spectacle they should see. They
have a great moral and social responsibility for
the aesthetic education of the masses. Responsi-
bility for the quality of artistic works cannot fall
on their authors only, but also on those who
publish them, advertise them, execute and distri-
bute them.

There is nothing worse than an art which,
from a passion and struggle, has turned for
somebody into a routine and trade. Art cannot
be left to vegetate. Hence, pruning the forest
of creativeness not only is all to its good, but
also an indispensable operation.

It is frequently said that more material means
and possibilities are needed for the development
of culture. No doubt this is true, and, within
our possibilities, we must do more. But I want
to stress that, what is more needed, is a better
and more effective use of the means at our
disposal. Our Film Studio produces an average
of more than one film a month. This is a com-
mendable thing. But what is more needed is
that among all these films there should be not
only one or two, but more films of high and
very high quality. We publish books translated
from foreign literatures. But are the authors of
these books the more representative of the pre-
sen't-day world literature? Would the edition and
re-edition of the masterpieces -of great writers
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not raise more the cultural level of our youth
than the translation and publishing of no few
books of limited artistic value? The same can

also be said about the buying of television and

other films. Let them be fewer, but better and
more representative of our time. At present in
culture as in all other fields we need higher qua-
lity, more works that educate and recreate people
and not eat up their time. Gifted people, out-
standing scientists, musicians and artists must be
encouraged, and more conference halls and sta-
ges, more rooms for spectacles, talks and lectures

should be put at their disposal.

Equalization of values is often justified with
the affirmation that we are not for an élite in
culture, but for its massive character, that we
have not a limited number, but a whole army
of writers and artists, etc. Certainly we are against
bourgeois élitist concepts, but this does not mean
that socialist society must not encourage its crea-
tive individualities and personalities. This has to
do not only with the arts, but with all sectors
of social activity.

In every field there are and must be ban-
ner-bearers, people who stand out for their
creative work and very good results, people who
pull others to follow them and set the example
for thousands and hundreds of thousands of others.
With us the question is not about the creation
of a «privileged stratum» of people, but about
the creation of an as favourable climate as pos-
sible for a broader and more advanced literary
and artistic creativeness and about encouraging
talents which should have all the possibilities to
work to the benefit of socialism and the Home-
land.

The problem of artistic individualities wae
correctly and timely raised at one of the recent
plenums of the Writers and Artists’ League which
dealt with poetry, although the question was con-
fined to this field only. It is true that culture
is made by the masses, but it is the outstanding in-
dividuals that sum it up, carry it on and express it.

Even in Naim Frashéri’s time and before him
there were many people who made verses, but
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only he was able to express the character and
aspirations of his people so well and so beautiful-
ty and thereby became an obligatory point of
reference for the history of Albanian literature
and our national culture at all times.

With their work, outstanding personalities in
the field of culture, science, technique and other
fields create an epoch, they leave indelible imprints
on the road on which the country has advanced
and continues to advance, they turn into a source
of national pride, and admiration for them be-
comes an inspiring example for the coming ge-
nerations.

A correct understanding of the policy of the
Party in valuing outstanding people in all fields
of social activity means neither satisfying diffe-
rent whims nor encouraging bourgeois individual-
ism. The Party must have it clear that overevalua-
tion of talents and an uncritical stand on their
limitations is harmful,

Our advance in the field of education is great.
It represents our main achievement in the field
of culture and speaks very clearly about the
correctness of the road followed by the Party.
However, there are and will be problems in this
field, too. These are problems of growth, develop-
ment and perfection. The Party and the state are
constantly involved in these problems and con-
cern themselves persistently about the progress
of our school. I want to dwell here on one of
its problems which is both old and new, and
in which we have been involved in the past and

shall also be involved in the future. We have
said, and this is quite right, that the mission
of our socialist school is the ideological, cultural-
vocational and physical-military formation of the
youth. Our whole educational system, its structu-
res, teaching programs, etc., have been built on
this basis. Results have been good. However, we
must be permanently concerned about these pro-
blems, because times change, the country develops,
and new problems emerge and must be coped
with. Proceeding from this, we must pose the
question and find the reply as to what people



10 o 2 (99), 1988

of our school should train, and what should
be their formation.

Of course, it is known that the school trains
the new generation for the future, for the tasks
that await it in the coming days. However, the
important is not only that this mission should be
known. The main thing consists in understanding
and defining this future so that school programs
are built in accordance with it, so that the new
generation is taught and educated to be fully pre-
pared for the future. If we must always look up
to the future, then we must have a clear vision
of future developments.

The coming years, and the trend is already
apparent, will be characterized by a great role
of science in all the sectors of life. Certainly,
the task of the school is not to talk about this
feature and make its forecasts, but to give the
students the necessary knowledge and the method
of study and work so as to enable them te cope
with this new stage, to arouse creative enthusiasm
in them, to teach them to look far ahead and
not run after some small mean interests which
are encouraged by old ideolegies, especially the
petty-bourgeois ideology, and the pressure of con-
sumer ideologies which come from abroad and
which, likewise, do not pass by without leaving
their traces.

The young man that graduates from the school
must be full of ideals and aspirations, full of
hopes and dreams for himself and society, but
also convinced that all these can be achieved.
When he eanters life, he must be prepared in
mind and spirit to struggle for the highest peaks
of science and culture, to strive for the moral per-
fection and enhancement of his personality as
a revolutionary and a patriot. The young man
or woman must enter the long struggle that await
them with the desire and conviction that their
and the entire society’s life can be made better
if everybody fights and works with dedication and
determination, that the challenges of the future,
whether they be political or ideological, economic
or cultural, can and must be coped with. The
school which should impart this spirit to its stu-
dents, must have it as a distinctive characteristic
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itself, in the first place. The student is the mirror
of his teacher. Hence, teachers should think about
these challenges that must be coped with, and
the answers they should give their students
about why and how they learn.

As the question here is about the school, I
will dwell on another problem, too. Under the
direct care of the Party a whole educational
system which we call post-university educational

system, has been set up, and the number of

works for scientific degrees has greatly increased.
This indicates the rising of the qualification of
our specialists to a higher degree and an apparent
qualitative progress of our sciences. However, like
in any other social, educational or cultural activ-
ity, there is always need for constant deepening
and perfection. I think that special attention must
be paid to the content of programs of post-uni-
versity courses, especially their physiognomy and
purpose. In most cases, the level of information
of the knowledge transmitted through these cour-
ses is not higher than that of the last university
term, although this informaiion is given in some-
what more concentrated and more unified form
and its assimilation on the part of the students
is more intensive.

However, if we remain at this level, if students
are not acquainted and equipped with the latest
achievements of the sciences they are interested in,
with the newest methods of their application, and
the best methods of scientific research, results
will be meagre as compared with the expenditure
made. There is a whole world experience about
the organization of post-university courses from
which we may profit. The university itself and its
teaching staff would profit greatly from a higher
level of scientific knowledge at post-university
courses, because they would not only be obliged
to follow and assimilate the advanced knowledge,
technique and scientific and pedagogical metho-
dologies, but would also get acquainted directly
with the increasing demands posed by the eco-
nomic and cultural development of the country.
In this way the high school would not only puti
itself in the van of scientific thought, bat also
transferm itself into a true centre of scientific
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consultation about the problems put forth by life
in fields of production, technique and technology.

A well-studied programmation and efficient
organization must be thought for the post-uni-
versity courses of the specialists of social scien-
ces. Here routine and spontaneousness is greater,
because difficulties, which is understandable, are
greater. However, while accepting so much, we
must not allow the formalism that exists at pre-
sent. We must covercome this stage, and the
sooner the better. The institutions involved in
this question should not discharge all their bur-
den on the University and then complain about
the unnsatisfactery professional and cultural level
of those who graduate from post-university courses.

Also, there should be more concern about the
preparation of those who intend to obtain scien-
tific degrees. It is important here that better rules
should be established in the assignment of themes
so that this is not left to spontaneousness of the
desires of individuals, We must be very attentive
that works for scientific degrees stand at as high
a level as possible. There should be a higher
sense of responsibility on the part of candidates’
guides and the different attestation boards so as
not to allow concessions or compromises.

The assessments of these boards must be in-
disputable not only in regard to their functional
competences, but also their scientific and intel-
lectual personality, the mandate society and the
state have given them to verify and guarantee
the attestations they issue. The value of these
works must be gauged, in the first place, by
their applicative benefits for the technical scien-
ces, and by the entirely new information they
bring, the theoretical problems they solve and the
original interpretations of phenomena they pre-
sent for the social sciences.

The problems of culture should occupy a
greater place in the work of the Party. I empha-
size this because at times this sector is not given
its due. Not infrequently some managers, under
the pretext of the struggle for fulfilment of pro-
duction plans, do not pay due attention to cul-
tural activities, and do not concern themselves
about literature and art. books and films, science
and music.

By means of its policy, the Party must en-

2 (99), 1988 e 11

sure, as it has done up to now, an all-round and
harmonious development of the country. This,
however, cannot be done if there is no proper
appreciation of this or that sphere on the part
of the party and state organs. No field of social
activity, and even less, culture, should remain
outside the attention of the Party.

We know Comrade Fnver Hoxha’s instructions
about the cultural work to be done by party
district committees, which he gave the first se-
cretary of the Korca district at a ialk he had
with him at Drilon. There Comrade Enver Hoxha
spoke about the concern of the Party about
culture, the treatment of artists and talents, the
need for improving quality in art and culture
and the responsibility of the party organs for the
state of things in this field. His instructions must
be considered permanent directives for the Party,
which were valid yesterday, are valid today and
will be valid in the future.

When cultural life of an environment is luke-
warm, the theatre and variety show are little
heard and artistic activities take place once in
a blue moon, this means that the Party does
not work well on this front. Today we have
everywhere gifted people who can give beautiful
works to the public. The task of the Party,
however, is to encourage and inspire them, and
prompt them to new achievements. The leading
role of the Party on the cultural front also presup-
poses its direct responsibility for this front.

These were, comrades, the problems I inien-
ded to deal with at this meeting. Of course, a
talk about culture may be broader and longer,
because culture itself is endless. However, the
questions I mentioned above, the problems that
were raised in the report and those dealt with
in the contributions to the discussion are re-
quirements of the time. Our cultural, scientific
and state organisms, the workers of the front of
culture, writers and artists, scientists and stu-
dents, with their creative powers, their talents
and organization capacities have all the possibi-
lities to raise the quality of cultural work to
a higher level. In this noble and very important
activity for the cause of socialism they will have
the constant backing and assistance of the Party
and our socialist state.

LONG LIVE THE PARTY!
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| THE YEARS OF THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION HAVE BEEN THE YEARS OF A PROFOUND
CULTURAL REVOLUTION, OF THE LICUIDATION OF BACKWARDNESS AND OF THE CREATION
OF A NEW SOCIALIST CULTURE AND OF ITS RAPID AND ALL-ROUND ADVANCE. THE DEEP-
GOING CHANGES AND TRANSFORMATIONS IN CULTURE HAVE THOROUGHLY AFFECTED
THE FOUNDATIONS AND THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECTS OF THE NATIONAL CULTURE, THE
MATERIAL AND SPIRITUAL LIFE OF THE NATION. OUR COUNTRY TODAY HAS A DEMOCRATIC
AND MODERN SOCIALIST EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM, IN WHICH THE NEW GENERATIONS, THE
CADRES AND SPECIALISTS FOR VARIOUS PROFILES, CAPABLE OF COPING WITH
ALL THE NEEDS OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT, ARE TRAINFD. THERE IS A
BROAD NETWORK OF SCIENTIFIC, CULTURAL AND ARTISTIC INSTITUTIONS ALL OVER
THE COUNTRY WHICH CARRY OUT A FRUITFUL ACTIVITY AT AN EVER HIGHER LEVEL
IN THE SERVICE OF PRODUCTION, EDUCATION AND THE DEFENCE OF THE HOMELAND. A
SIGNIFICANT EXPRESSION OF THE CULTURAL TRANSFORMATIONS IS THE CHANGE IN THE WAY
] OF LIFE OF THE BROAD MASSES OF WORKING PEOPLE, THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN,
THE WIPING OUT OF THE CONTRAST BETWEEN THE RURAL AREA AND THE CITY, AND THE
NARROWING OF THE ESSENTIAL DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN THEM. THE IDEOCLOGICAIL. REVO-
LUTION, COMBINED WITH THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION, DEALT A DECISIVE BRT.OW AT THE
OLD FEUDAL, BOURGEOIS AND PETTY-BOURGEOIS, IMPERIALIST AND REVISIONIST JTDEOLO-
GIES, AND AFFIRMED THE SOCIALIST IDEOLOGY AS THE DOMINATING IDECLOGY OF OUR
SOCIETY AND CULTURE.

Cultural transformations have not resulted

bodled in all the cultural achievements of the

from spontaneous processes but from conscious
development, which has been inspired and led
by the Party. They have been and are carried
out on ‘a broad and solid theoretical basis, on
the basis of the teachings of Marxism-Leninism.
The Party has mapped out the platform, the
programme, the whole policy for the cultural de-
velopment and has led the struggle of the masses
for the transformation of the old world and for
the creation of the new socialist culture. This
road has always been illuminated by Comrade
Enver Hoxha'’s theoretical work, which is em-

new Albania.

Achievements in the field of culture are really
majestic. But we must see the situation and the
development, not only with the eye of what has
been achieved, but also with an eye to the new
tasks which lie ahead. There are several reasons
why the Partv is devoting a special meeting of the
Plenum of the Central Commitiee to the pro-
blems of culture. It demands that the tasks of
cultural development should be concrived on the
basis of the present stage of development of our
society and with a view to the new perspectives
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which were opened by the 9th Congress of the
Party. In this process of advance it is important
that the material and the spiritual development
should go hand in hand with the economic and
ideological development, without letting any sec-
tor and field of culture lag behind. But because
of the complex character of social development,
because of the operation of the objective, and
sometimes subjective factors, tasks emerge on the
order of the day which require that some dispro-
portions between the material and spiritual life,
between culture and the other spheres of the
social life, should be overcome.

The questions of culture assume great acuity
today, also, because the role of culture itself in
social life has increased, just as the demands of
society on culture have increased, too. Our so-
cialist civilization has reached the stage of de-
velopment in which uncontainable advance de-
pends more and more on culture. As Comrade
Ramiz Alia has stressed, socialism is the work of
the physical strength and energy of the masses, but
more and more it is also the work of the wisdom,
knowledge and the intellectual power, the cul-
tural creativeness of the masses.

Our new culture constitutes one of the greatest
assets of our socialist Homeland. It constitutes a
force capable of influencing all aspects of life,
the rates and direction of its development, the
economy and the ideology, science and technique,
production and art, education and defence. Cul-
ture has always assisted the masses of working
pcople to continuously extend their mastery over

the nature in order to support the all-round rapid
advance of the country. But in the process of de-
velopment of culture there are new problems which
have been accumulated within it and which de-
mand solution in order to help it advance and
ilourish.

Comrade Enver Hoxha’s idea that our whole
socialist life is and should be culture, has a spe-
cial methodological and practical importance for
the correct and comprehensive understanding of
culture and of its role in our socialist society.
Guided by this thesis of principled importance,
the Party has fought and fights continuously
against the marrow concept about culture, against
the evaluation of culture according to one-sided
intellectualist or utilitarian, élitic and vulgar cri-
teria. Culture is materialized in everything which
encourages and stimulates progress, which brings
about new developments and ulterior perfection.
Therefore, the struggle for the development of cul-
ture and the application of its achievements will
necessarily be spread everywhere, in every field
of life and social activity, both material and
spiritual. We are guided by this broad concept
on culture and from this angle shall we analyze
the problems of culture and its development in
this Plenum.,

There is a real historical significance not only
in the rapid rates and the breadth of achieve-
ments made by the cultural revolution, but also
in the fact that the cultural development of so-
cialist Albania has always advanced without ever
changing colour. By opposing and coping with the
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betrayal of the modern revisionists and with the
ideological pressure of the bourgeoisie, our cul-
ture, under the leadership of the Party, has ne-
ver swerved from the guidelines of the Marxist-
Leninist ideology and has always placed itself
completely in the service of the revolution and
socialism.

This process, however, is not over. Cultural
development is characterized by the ideological
class struggle. For this reason the 9th Congress
of the Party stressed that the strengthening of
the socialist contents of our culture, the preserva-
tion of the Marxist-Leninist ideological purity are
the main way of its further development. In our
time, the class struggle in the field of culture is
very complicated and severe. It cannot be covered
up either with the slogans and efforts for the
«deprivation of culture of its ideology» or the «con-
vergence of the bourgeois culture with the socialist
culture», which bave been revived especially in the
framework of the application of the policy of the
revisionist «perestroyka»-s, which are nothing but
the reconstruction of the revisionist order according
to the forms of present-day Western capitalism and
a new attack along the whole front against Marx-
ism-Leninism, against scientific socialism and
its revolutionary culture.

Intensification of this pressure is a reality. With
their degenerate culture, with their decadent art
and literature, with their idealist sociological and
philosophical, aesthetic and moral concepts, through
the radio and television and through other mass
media, the bourgeoisie and the revisionists strive
to influence our people, in order to sow the seed
of degeneration in our country, too, in order to
urge socialist Albania to «open up» to the coun-
ter-revolutionary ideology and make concessions
to it. Therefore, to enhance ideological vigilance,
to neutralize the influence of this campaign by
strengthening the revolutionary content of our cul-
ture, by raising its level and by mobilizing all
its ideological potential, and to implant convic-
tions about the superiorities of the socialist ideals
and our order still more deeply, these tasks remain
always wvalid for us.

In this spirit it is necessary to always keep
ablaze the fire againsi the remnants of the patri-
archal and conservative ideology, as well as against
the bourgeois and revisionist ideology in the way
of life and in socialist culture, which have a re-
crudescence whenever our struggle against them
is softened. More persistent efforts must be made
against the imitation of models from foreign cul-
ture and the feeling of inferiority to it, just as it
is necessary to raise the level of the work done
by the school and the youth organization for the
all-round cultural, and especially -ethical-moral
formation of the younger generation.

We publish a lot of literary books, make films,
put plays on the stage, broadcast television pro-
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grams, which are outstanding for their emotional
power and ideological tendentiousness. Their edu-
cative role would be still greater if it were possible
to avoid those shortcomings which are noticed in
some of them and which persist, to avoid those
elements which make no impression on the readers
and the viewers, which have the weakness of
reflecting our reality in a colourless manner, of
treating and solving contradictions in a cut-and-
dry manner, and which treat their themes in a
narrow and one-sided manner,

These shortcomings can be avoided when the
writers and artists master their art, have the artis-
tic skill, and more so, when they have a profound
mastery of the Marxist world outlook and the
policy of the Party, which assist them to interpret
the reality correctly, to reflect it with a realistic
and truthful spirit, to place in the centre of their
works the major problems which preoccupy the
country and the people.

Today it is necessary that the problem of the
enhancement of the qualitative level of culture
should be placed in the centre of attention.
We have succeeded in spreading culture and its
means in breadth, in creating a wide network of
educational and scientific institutions, of radio-
television and publications, of hearths and homes
of culture, of libraries and book-shops, of thea-
tres and variety theatres, of cinemas and con-
cert halls, of professional and amateur groups, of
art galleries, museums, etc. All this network has
assisted positively in the spread of the cultu-
ral values among the broad masses at large.

Without neglecting the further quantitative in-
crease, the stress must be put now on quality,
The spread of culture in width has, to some ex-
tent, brought about a certain undervaluation of
the struggle for higher quality. The criticism of
the Party about such negative manifestations in
the field of literature, such as getting accustomed
to books of average or mediocre values, is good
for all field of culture.

In order to ensure the qualitative rise of
creativeness it is necessary that the innovatory
thinking, the truly creative activities, initiatives
and forces, and the mnew talents in the field of
culture should be encouraged and stimulated.
We must attach still greater attention to the ge-
neralization and spread of the advanced expe-
rience, striving at the same time and with the
same intensity to step up the struggle against
getting accustomed to outdated forms, to vulgar
and used imitations, to levelling up and standardi-
zation of cultural values.

The new socialist culture which is developed
in our country is outstanding for its original na-
tional character. In our country there is no con-
trast between the national character and the so-
cialist character of culture, on the contrary, they
grow stronger by reflecting and voicing the inte-
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rests of our society which develops as a socialist
nation. The national character of culture assu-
mes an historical importance in the present-day
struggle against the cultural aggression of the
imperialist superpowers and the preachings of
their ideologists and other chauvinist forces which
defend the «internationalization» of culture, the
liquidation of specific national cultural features,
especially of the small peoples. Behind these prea-
chings it is not difficult to see the policy of Ame-
ricanization, Russification, or Slavization ef cul-
tures, which constitutes one of the wutmost anti-
cultural deeds, directed against the freedom and
independence of the peoples, against their natio-
nal identity.

The strengthening of the socialist and na-
tional character by no means shuts our culture
within its narrow shell or impedes it from
entering into and maintaining contacts with the
world culture. The Party sees these relationships
from a dialectical angle, not just as relationships
of dependence, but as active relationships, in the
framework of which our socialist culture appears
both as a taker and as a giver. Our culture is
closed to anything decadent and reactionary which
comes from the degenerated bourgeois and revi-
sionist culture of our time, but it, also, uses and
appropriates, in a critical and creative manner,
everything positive from the world progressive
culture of the past and present. In our country
we translate and publish the main works of the
world progressive literature, show films in the
large and small screens, and put foreign plays on
the stages of our theatres, we execute musical
works, open art exhibitions, book exhibits, while
folk groups, conducters and instrumentists from
various countries give their concerts here. Our
cultural relations and exchanges with the other
countries have been extended. These are useful
and of reciprocal benefit. The Party will see to it
that these activities continue to develop in the
future, but greater care is required in extending
them, because from time to time we see commer-
cial and superficial films in our screens, we pu-
blish literary works without any real artistic va-
lue.

It is obvious that the cultural life, especially
the activity of the very cultural and artistie
institutions, is also so directed as to ensure a
pleasant rest and recreation, a pleasant free time
for the masses. But reducing this only to the
above-mentioned aims is a one-sided and obsolete
phenomenon, the more so when in these activi-
ties, especially in the sensational shows and spec-
tacles, there are elements of or tendencies to vul-
garity, which we notice from time to time in the
amateur artistic movement and even in the thea-
tre and variety shows, in the radio and the fe-
levision. Combating low standards of snectacle,
Lenin in his own time pointed out that in socia-
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lism the workers have a right to demand real art,
rich in content and elevated in form, which has
aothing to do with any surrogate. His behest is
fully valid for today, and even more now when
the bourgeois and revisionist world is wallowing
a so-called mass culture and art, which is standar-
dized and vulgar and has a marked commercial
character, an art and culture which corrupt good
taste and infest the spiritual world of the people.
While strenuously fighting vulgar taste and de-
fending the purity of our cultural and artistic ac-
tivities, we must also enrich these activities, both
in content and in form, must raise their level in
all aspects, and especially we must strengthen
their educational character, introducing a healthy
comprehensive spirit also in the concepts con-
nected with the rest and the recreation of the
masses, and of the youth, in particular.

The free time of our people would be filled
and enriched by involving them in various
sports and  physical-cultural activities such as
cross-country races, excursions, marches, moun-
tain climbing, in the beautiful spots of our coun-
try. All the possibilities exist for a greater parti-
cipation of the masses in various kinds of sports,
by using the existing facilities better, but also
by building new ones, such as volleyball and
basketball grounds, rooms for chess and table-
tennis players, etc. Without underrating the ef-
forts to raise the quality of the physical-cultural
and sports activities, the Committee of Physical
Culture and Sports must direct its attention more
and more to those activities which attract the
broad sections of the youth and other working
people of the city and the rural area.

The development of culture in the present stage
cannot be separated from efforts to master the
achievements of contemporary technical and scien-
tific progress. In our time we notice a close
relationship between culture and the technical
and scientific revolution. The struggle for culture
today cannot be conceived without the struggle
to know, to master and to use the modern scien-
ces and technique. However, the consequences
of the technical and scientific progress in culture
depend directly on the character of the social or-
der. In the capitalist and revisionist countries the
development of the technical and scientific revo-
lution has become the cause of further sharpen-
ing of the crisis of the capitalist civilization, which
appears as a cultural crisis and a ecrisis of so-
cial ideals. The bourgeois ideologists themselves
are not in a position to cover up the widening
contrast within the capitalist civilization, both
as the embodiment of the technical, material and
cultural force, and as the capacity of society for
uninterrupted progress. In our country, the values
of science and technique are combined harmo-
niously with the socialist culture, with the ideo-
logical and revolutionary formation of the work-
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ing people, with the socialist morality and with
the ideals of communism. This is one of the su-
periorities of the socialist order and culture
over the bourgeois and revisionist civilization and
culture.

The scientific culture today is extremely rich
and dynamic. Converging in it are different kinds
of knowledge from all fields and sciences, whereas
knowledge from the fields of natural sciences
and technical sciences are more and more coming
to the fore. Their value increases due to the
great applicative weight they have in modern pro-
duction. Today one can hardly be regarded as
a cultured man if he Jacks an orienfation in
the elements of the contemporary scientific and
technical sciences. That is why the study and
spread of this knowledge should be oreanized
better, not only bv the school, but also bv the
many means of social information, of culture and
of massive propaganda.

This by no means implies that we will siacken
our attention to the inculcation of humanistic
culture, especially to the civic formation of the
new generations, to equipping them with a broad
social culture and especially to arming them
with the communist world outlook and ethic.
Our Party has always given priority to the ideo-
logical and political culture, to the Marxist-Iznin-
ist formation of our people, who are outstanding
for the high level of their Marxist-Leninist ideo-
logical and political consciousness, which is con-
nected also with their all-round, solid scientific
and cultural formation. But the task now is that
this formation must be more active and effective.
Marxist knowledge has a value when it is trans-
formed into a motive force, into a weapon for
struggle, when it is used in order to correctly
understand and interpret the phenomena of life
and see the present and persnective development
of the country, when it is embeodied in the daily
stands and behaviour of the people in all their
efforts and work for the construction and defence
of socialism. Therefore, what is required is a liv-
ing and conscious assimilation of this knowledge.
with an eye to linking it closely with life, treat-
ing it in a creative manner and in the soirit
of a militant confrontation and debate. which is
absent in a considerable degree not only in owr
school, but also in all the other means of the
prepagation and studv of Marxism-Leninism, in
the press organs and publications. and even in
the work carried out within the Party for this
purpose. ' :

Another problem which attracts our attention
is connected with the fact that the intellectual .
and moral culture are mot proceeding apace. the
former develons more rapidly, while the Ilatter
lags hehind. This disproportion is noticed often
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in our social milieus, in which we see alien
stands towards work and property, brutal beha-
viour which is unworthy of our society, remnants
of backward customs, unfair mediations and par-
tiality, tendencies to hanker after easy gain in
life and vulgar taste, to vindicate only cne’s rights
and to shirk one’s duties, etc. Therefore, the
Party, the school and the family, the cultural
institutions and the social organizations must
carry out a much more intensive work for the
elevation of the moral culture of our people, espe-
cially of the youth.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out that
the school has been and remains the main hearth
of culture. The Party has worked out and is
implcmenting a wide-ranging programme for the
further revolutionization of the school, for the
all-round raising of the teaching-educative level
in all its processes, for its scientific and pedago-
gical modernization. Work is continuing especially
to enrich and renovate the contents of information
given to the pupils and students, with a view
to completing them with the cultural and scien-
tific developments of our time, so that the school
should not remain at the tail-end of the life, but
should precede the present and perspective deve-
lopments. The school work today cannot be imagi-
ned if it is not equipped with contemporary know-
ledge. But what is more important and difficult
is to make the man capable of learning through-
out his life in an independent manner.

Better planned work is required to be done
with the book, with this powerful means of
culture, by extending and improving the range

and structure of publications — cultural aud en-
cyclopaedic, political and soc¢ial. technical and
scientific — or of illustrated books, while at the

same time improving the technological basis of the
printing industry and the situation of the book-
shops and the work of libraries.

Let us not forget that with the great exten-
sion of the cultural and artistic institutions, espe-
cially of radio and television, we might face a
danger, which is beginning to appear, of under-
valuating the culture acquired from the books.
Even in some districts which have had a tra-
dition in culture, such as Korca, Shkodra and
Elbasan, the phenomenon of a declining interast
in the book is being noticed. Therefore, it is ne-
cessary that the schools, the press organs, the ra-
dio and television, the homes and hearths of cul-
ture, the bookshops and libraries should carry

out a broad propaganda for the book, and should
find forms and ways, renewing also some good
experience of the past such as the movement «the
friend of the book», in order to help everyone,
especially the young pioneers, the youth and the
adults to love the books, and to cncourage their
thirst for reading.
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The People’s Army is a great school of edu-
cation and culture. Side by side with drilling and
training the younger generation for defence, the
army carries out a broad and organized cultural
and artistic activity which serves the enrichment
of the spiritual world of the soldiers and officers,
their cultured education and rest. The task is
now presenied that this work must be further
envigorated and raised to a higher level, discard-
ing standard and routine forms of work, activat-
ing the organization of the youth itself to guide
and carry out these activities according to its
own interests and demands.

The culture of a people, especially its result
and effect, are manifested in a very obvious and
concentrated manner in the work, in the stand
towards work, in the manner and the level it is
done, in the culture of work, in general. Work has
a colossal weight in the cultural and overall deve-
lopment of a society, of a country, of a nation.
By overcoming low standards of the culture of
work inherited from the past, by striving hard
for the creation of a new, communist attitude to-
wards work, major quantitative and qualitative
changes have taken place even in this field of
vital impertance in our country, in the epoch of
socialism. Mobilization at work and productivity
of work have been transformed into a eriterion
to gauge the value of the personality and the
awareness of the man, his cultural development
and the practical effectiveness of this dzvelocpment.

The most neuralgic sphere of the culture of
work is production. It reflects the level of the pro-
ductive forces and relations of production on the
one hand, and the cultural level and the spiritual
world of the new man, on the other. The reci-
procal relationship between culture, in general,
and the culture of social preduction has a power-
ful influence on the entire development of the
economy and on the fulfilment of the material
and cultural needs of the working people.

Besides the uninterrupted social and economic
development of the country on the road of social-
ism, we have also made major achievements and
progress also in the field of the culture of pro-
duction. The initial material-technical base, as a
fundamental precondition for this progress, has
been set up and consolidated. The range of arti-
cles of our national industry and of all our social
production has increased. Continuous improve-
ments are made in the quality of products and
in the services for the people. Our man, with
the culture he has acquired at school and with
the experience he has gained in life, is capable
of designing and building big projects according
to contemporary technologies, of competently solv-
ing most complicated problems of production, of
carrying ahead the tiechnical and scientific revo-
lution.
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The culture of production is an extremely
complex problem. Raising it to ever higher levels
has to do with the application of advanced techno-
logies of production, with the degree of mechani-
zation of work, with the introduction of scientifie
methods and new techniques into production, and
with the promotion of the technical and scien-
tific progress, in general, in the national economy
as a whole.

The 9th Congress of the Party pointed out
that in the present stage the running ¢f the eco-
nomy should be raised to a higher level, in
conformity with the requirements of contemporary
technique and technology, science and its achieve-
ments, because the times are past now when
empirical and artisan methods can be used in
management. The culture of management is both
a science and an art. It requires knowledge, or-
ganizational skills, and communist qualities of the
personality. Managers who lack these characteris-
tics have a negative influence in the culture of
production, in the cultured organization of any
work, of any social service at all. The gradual
introduction of the contemporary means and
technique of management plays its role in all this
work.

These tasks are linked closely with the deve-
lopment and improvement of the organization of
production and social activities in each link of
ihe economy and in the entire life of the country,
for substituting more advanced forms of organi-
zation of the social production, by means of con-
centration, specialization and cooperation — which
must always be done in suitable ways and forms
to match the requirements of the stage of deve-
lopment achieved and with the new tasks which
arise — for those cbsolete and outdated forms
which are connected with the concepts and man-
ner of carrying out the tasks. Of particular im-
portance in raising the culture of production are,
also, the improvement of the socialist organization
of work, the work places, the working collectives
and units, the degree of qualification of our peo-
ple, the harmonization of the various interests and
incentives of work, as well as the measures which
have to do with improving the aesthetic appea-
rance and hygiene of production.

In conformity with the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism, our Party has fought for the construc-
tion of socialism, both in city and in the rural
area, by liquidating the contrasts between them
and by ensuring a relatively even development
of them. The profound economic and social trans-
formations, especially the consolidation of the co-
operativist order, have brought about radical
changes in the life of the peasant masses and
have put the village on the road of the flourish-
ing of the new socialist culture. In the rural area
now there are 1,442 eight-year schools, 529 full-
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time and part-time secondary schools, 457 homes
of culture and 1,643 hearths of culture. Only with-
in 20 years (1966-1986), in the countryside, within
the cooperativist system, about 139 thousand
dwelling-houses have been built by the people
on their own. There are hospitals and outpatient
clinics, consultation clinics, crechés and kinder-
gartens, homes and hearths of culture, and mu-
seum-rooms, which function regularly there. Many
and many backward customs and prejudices have
been eliminated and the degree of emancipation
and of social and spiritual culture has been rai-
sed. The electric, motor-road and telephone net-
work covers all the villages. Drinking water is
also reaching every village. The death-rate per
1000 inhabitants in the countryside has fallen to
5.8, which is about 41 per cent in 1987, as against
9.8 in 1966. Infant mortality under one year of
age per 1000 live births in the countryside in
1987, against 1976, i.e. within the last 11 years,
has fallen by more than 60 per cent. Many vil-
lages have a new contemporary aspect and have
a rich cultural and artistic life.

Nevertheless, in the present conditions, in the
new stage of the development of the countryside,
the growth of the productive forces and the all-
round development of the rural area, the new
cultural requirements of the cooperativist masses,
on the one hand, and the efforts to overcome a
kind of backwardness which can be seen in some
zones and in some sectors of culture in the vil-
lage, on the other hand, raise the need of devo-
ting particular care to the further development
of culture. The masses of the cooperativists work
with a spirit of sacrifice and enthusiasm in the
front of production. They are entitled to a rest
and recreation, to a cultured free time and to
all the advantages which all the achievements and
values of our socialist culture can provide. The
problems of culture in the rural area are impor-
tant also because most of the population of our
country lives there.

The objective possibilities of improving the
cultural life in the rural area have increased
hand in hand with the economic strengthening of
most of the cooperatives and with the great con-
tribution made by the state for this purpose.

The main attention should be directed in the
future especially to raising and improving the
work of the hearths of culture. In many villages
there is not a single place which can serve as a
decent hearth of culture, whereas many of the
existing hearths of culture have unsuitable pre-
mises. And there are discrepancies among diffe-
rent regions, too, Whereas in such districts as
Korca, Fier, Pogradec, and Kolonja there is one
hearth or home of culfure in almost every village,
in the districts of Puka, Mirdita, Kukés, etc.. only
50 per cent of the villages have such institulions.
Their equipment with the necessary cultural
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objects and musical insiruments and means is un-
satisfactory, too. Even in homes of culture the
musical instruments are insufficient and a great
deal of them is out of use. Museum sections and
rooms in many villages have remained lifeless. The
distribution of - books, radio and television-
sets, too, could have been handled more reason-
ably if the peculiarities and the needs of each zone
were taken into account. Therefore, the national
action which has begun for the improvement of
the situation and the extension of cultural insti-
tutions and for enlivening the cultural life in the
village are just in time and should be valued in
all their importance.

Another problem which calls for our attention
is also the preparation of cadres who work and
must work at the homes and hearths of culture
in the rural area. Those who organize cultural
work should be cultured, devoted and zealous.
Today there are 2500 cultural workers serving in
the cultural institutions of the villages. Sixty-two
per cent of the people serving in the homes
of culture have graduated higher schools, whereas
90 per cent of those working in the hearths of
culture have secondary schooling. Nevertheless,
there are many shortcomings in the training of
cadres for these institutions. Not only the people
working in the hearths of culture, but also those
in the homes of culture lack the necessary cultu-
ral and professional qualifications. The majority of
the people working in the hearths of culture come
from the agricultural schools and lack the know-
le’dg“e, and habits required for cultural work. There-
fore, greater care must be devoied to the training
and qualification of them, by drawing greater
numbers of them from the village into the art
schools.

The front of the struggle for culture in the
rural area cannot be reduced only to the activities
carried out by the specialized cultural institutions,
cannot be limited within the recreative artistic
activities. Culture should be spread in breadth
and should penetrate all the aspects of life in
the rural area, and especially make itself felt in
the ulterior improvement of the way of life. The
economic and social progress, the raising of well-
being of the masses of cooperativists and the
many cultural means in their service, have intro-
duced many new phenomena in the culture of
living in the countryside. In our country there
are many villages and whole zones in which the
main commodities of life are the same as in the
city.

The large-scale agricultural and livestock pro-
duction and its development, as well as the flour-
ishing of the spiritual life in the countryside, can-
not be imagined without relying on a contempo-
rary cultural factor such as science, which, in the
present stage, should be spread and should pene-
trate more deeply into the village, too. The ques-
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tion is, in the first place, about improving the
spread of agrotechnical and zootechnical know-
ledge, about extending experimental groups and
plots, and about drawing the mass of the coope-
rativists, especially the younger generation, into
these activities,

The raising of the level of culture in the rural
area is a complex issue, involving various and sun-
dry aspects in itself, which can be solved only
by combining our forces for action. One of the
most important premises for the accomplishment
of this task is the existence of a whole army
of cadres of the intelligentsia of the countryside.
In the village schools alone there are 21 thousand
teachers and thousands of working people of health
and cultural institutions, who have middle or
higher training. Eight thousand agricultural spe-
cialists have middle or higher training, too. But
little is done to uninterruptedly draw the village
intelligentsia into broad, interesting cultural acti-
vities. This great creative force must be linked
more closely with the problems of the village
life and must have a greater influence in many
directions, in order to enliven the cultural and
artistic life in the rural area. .

All without exception are integrated into the
present-day cultural development: production
enterprises and administrative institutions, social
organizations and statc organs, specialists of the
front of culture and working people of every
field, adults and young, big and small. Culture
is a permanent ingredient of the life of our so-
ciety, of every cell of it, of every family, of
every individual. Therefore, interest in culture
should be shown by everyone and in every way.

In order to solve the important problems which
we are raising in this Plenum it is necessary, first
of all, to ensure better direction of cultural work,
to further raise the leading role of the Party in
and the responsibility of its organizations for the
cultural work.
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Depending on their specific nature, the mass
crganizations, too, must enhance their role in the
spread of culture. In this field they carry out
a broad and fruitful activity. The actions of the
trade-unions for the improvement of the working
and living conditions of the workers, the actions
of the youth organization for civic education and
conduct, for encouraging the new talents and for
urging the young people to catch up with the
advanced, the actions of the women’s organization
for raising the culture of life, especially in the
village, those of the Democratic Front for the
patriotic and revolutionary education of the mas-
ses and for a clean environment and hygiene in
the city and in the rural area, etc., are of a
great cultural value.

It is necessary that all these and similar acti-
vities should be continued, their experience fur-
ther enriched. They must serve as an encourage-
ment for undertaking new actions and initiatives,
by aveiding narrow concepts about culture, doing
away with work by campaign and outdated forms
which inhibit the spread of culture among the
masses.

A colossal force for raising the level of culture
in all fields of life and the cultural level of the
masses is our new intelligentsia. Today it has a
great and ever growing potential, both intellectual
and technical and scientific, which is one of the
most important factors of social progress.

Immediately after Liberation, the outstanding
leader of our people, Comrade FEnver Hoxha,
launched the call: «More bread, more culture for
the people.» In the efforts to carry out his ins-
truction, our Party has done a colossal work for
the creation and the all-round flourishing of our
socialist culture. Now this culture has been trans-
formed into a great active force of our whole life;
it has a broad range of action and plays a role
of multiple valne in society.



MAJESTIC MAY DA
OF THE WORKING PEC

On May 1, the day of inter-
national solidarity of workers,
thousands of people thronged the
streets of 'Tirana and f{lowed
into the avenue «Déshmcrét e
Kombit-». Nearly 40 thousand
men, women, boys and girls, be-
autifully dressed and with flo-
wers in their hands, participated
in the majestic manifestation.
Among them there are miners
and builders, textile workers and
turners, students and scientists,
school boys and girls and even
kindergarten children, who  po-
werfully express their love for
the Party, the unbreakable unity
round it.

At 10.° applause and cheer
rise from the crowd to greet the
appearance on the central ros-
trum, in front of the premises of
the Council of Ministers, of the
First Secretary of the Central
Commitee of the Party and Pre-
sident of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, Comrade
Ramiz Alia, and Comrades Adil
Carcani. Besnik Bekteshi, Foto
Cami. Hajredin Celiku, Hekuran
[sai, Lenka Cuko, Manush Myf-
tiu, Prokop Murra, Rita Marko,
Simon Stefani, Kico Mustaqi,
Llambi Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi.
Vangie! Cérrava, president of
the General Council of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania, Nexh-
mije Hoxha, vice-president of
the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly, Xhafer Spahiu, members
of the Central Committee of the
Party, of the People’s Assembly
and of the government.

Present on the rostrum arve
also  people’s heroes and heroes

~-COMEBADE BAMIZ ALIL/S
PF THE PARTY AR
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