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«THE SMALL TIRANA HOUSE, WHERE THE COMMUNIST Y ( \LB/ A (TODAY THE PARTY
I R OF ALBANIA) WAS FOUNDED ON N MBER 8, 194 i ME AN OUTSTAND-
) ' KNOV BY ! OLD, IN

AL BANIA AND BY THOU:! { \ )S, C( N‘iRﬂ.fs(.

The representatives of the three communist groups, who met in a plenary ion on November 8, 1941, founded the

Communist Party of Albania. All of them, happy and full of emotion, stood u th raised fists, and under the light of

the keroseme lamp, sang the International in a low voice. This moment is i ortalized in the painting «The Party was
Founded» by Shaban Hysa.
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«The Party of Labour of Albania has fought, fights and
will always fight resolutely for the defence of the purity
of the Marxist-Leninist ideas. It has always been against
all those who endeavour to distort these ideas and replace
them with bourgeois, revisionist and counter-revolutionary

ideas.»

ENVER HOXHA

FORTY YEARS UNDER Tl
BANNER OF MARXISM-LI]

ON NOVEMBER 8 THIS YEAR THE ALBANIAN
PEOPLE WILL CELEBRATE THE GLORIOUS JUBILEE
OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF
THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA, THE PARTY
WHICH LED ALBANIA TO ITS LIBERATION AND
REVIVAL.

THE FORTY YEARS THAT HAVE PASSED FROM
THAT NOVEMBER DAY OF 1941, WHEN COMRADE
ENVER HOXHA FOUNDED THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF ALBANIA, TODAY THE PARTY OR LABOUR, IN THE
CONDITIONS OF SAVAGE FASCIST TERROR AND ILLE-
GALITY, IN AN ORDINARY TIRANA HOUSE, ARE
YEARS OF GIGANTIC STRUGGLE AND EFFORTS FOR
DRIVING OUT THE OCCUPIERS, OVERTHROWING THE
EXPLOITERS AND BLOODSUCKERS, SETITING UP A
NEW INDEPENDENT AND PROSPEROUS ALBANIA.

Every achievement that has been made up until today,
the freedom and independence of the Homeland, the deep-
going revolutionary changes in town and countryside, the
creation of a stable socialist economy, the strengthening
of the moral-political unity of the people, the moulding
of the new man, the respect the People’s Socialist Republic
of Albania enjoys today in the international field, the
entire progress and development of the country, are due
to the heroic work and struggle of the Albanian people,
the wise leadership of the Party, the consistent and crea-
tive implementation of Marxism-Leninism by the PLA and
its unshakeable loyalty to it.

Forty years ago Albania languished under the savage
heel of fascist occupation. However, the Albanian people
never submitted. Even though betrayed by the king, his
courtiers, the beys and the officers who had sold them-
selves to the foreigners, the Albanians received the in-
vaders with guns in Durrés, Vlora, Saranda, Shkodra,
and other places. Armed resistance against the occupiers
began on the first day of the perfidious facsist invasion of
the country, on April 7, 1939 and extended constantly. A
revolutionary situation was created in Albania, in which

the need for a reliable leadership, capable of mobilizing and
raising the broad masses of the people in the general war
against the foreignm occupier, became more urgent than
ever before. This mission could be undertaken only by
the communists, the best sons of the Albanian people.
The most tested fighters for the cause of the people, with
Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head, founded the Communist
Party of Albania on November 8, 1941. The Parly was
born from the bosom of the people, in the heat of the war
and struggle. To this event of vital importance for the
fates of the people, the Albanian communists came pro-
ceeding from the teachings of Marxism-Leninism on the
party of the new type, as the vanguard of the working
class, as its organized detachment, as the highest form
of the organization of the proletariat as a class, as the
party of revolutionary action. After a penetrating Marxist-
Leninist analysis of the objective socio-economic condi-
tions of Albania and the class structure of the Albanian
society, the Albanian communists reached the correct con-
clusion that, inspite of the fact that the Albanian working
class was small in numbers at that time, the Partty had
all the possibilities to realize and ensure the hegemonic
role of the working class in the revolution. Small in
numbers as it was, the working class was the only class
which could lead the revolution, because the future be-
longed to it. Therefore, the Party was born and tempered
as a proletarian party, as a party of proletarian prin-
ciple.

In the Communist Party, in the word, the work and the
abnegation of the communists our courageous and freedom-
loving people found their fested and fearless leaders, the
staunch fighters for their sacred aspiration and their
source of hope for the future.

*
* *
The creation of the Communist Party of Albania marked
a higher point in the organization of the war of the Alba-
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nian people. Old and young responded to the appeal of the
Party, and with the communists in the forefront, threw
themselves unsparingly into the people’s general uprising
to oust the occupiers.

The creation of the Partly, its emergence at the head of
the insurgent people and of their liberation war made a
radical change in the historic destinies of the Albanian
people. It provided them with a clear program of action
and showed them the only right road to put it into practice.
Under the leadership of the Party, in a legendary confron-
tation with the most savage enemies of mankind — the
Italian fascist and the German nazis, the courage and
heroism of the Albanian people, their undaunted freedom-
loving spirit, their great hatred against oppressors and
enslavers, their courage and determination to fight regard-
fess of any sacrifice and to triumph over the enemies,
emerged with multiple vigour and revived on a new basis.

Since it expressed the most sacred aspirations of the
people, since it had in its ranks the meost devoted and
tested sons of the people, the Communist Party of Alba-
nia (today the Party of Labour) knew how to unite all the
revolutionary and patriotic forces of the country under
its programm, in a broad nafional liberation front. In this
organization the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha personally
realized the most powerful union ever realized in the
history of our people, as to its extent, the strength of its
organization, its high political consciousness. The war
against the foreign occupationists and the local traitors
strengthened and tempered the unity of the people, which
became the decisive factor for achieving the historic victory
of November 29, 1944. The setting up of the National Libe-
ration Front in the heat of the war against the enemy is,
in itself, a very valuable confribution to the revolutionary
theory and practice of the working class.

Enlightened by the teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the Party led on the right road the war and the armed
uprising, the struggle for the creation of a strong national
liberation army, capable of defeating the armies of the

enemy, which were superior in numbers and armed {o the
teeth, of liberating the country and ensuring the establish-
ment of the people’s power and its safeguarding.

The popular heroism of the masses, the unerring leader-
ship of the Communist Party of Albania were the main
factors which brought about what the world calls the
Albanian miracle — the fact that a small country, with
a handful of people, clashed with more than 15 Italian
and German divisions which left about 70,000 soldiers
killed, wounded or captured in its territory. The Albanian
people made innumerable sacrifices. The enemy put to the
torch and razed to the ground 1,800 out of 2,500 villages
and towns of Albania. However, nothing could submit the
Albanian people. Relative to the size of its territory and
population, Albania is one of the countries which sustained
the heaviest material damage and human loss, with 28,000
martyrs — the best sons and daughters of the people,
laying down their lives on the altar of the freedom of the
Homeland.

With their legendary war the Albanian people confirmed
in practice the Marxist-Leninist thesis that even a small
people of a small oppressed, exploited and backward
country are in a position to beat enemies surpassing them
many times in number and armaments, when they are
guided by a Marxist-Leninist party, determined fo the end
to carry out their historical mission. The inspirer, organizer
and leader of the national liberation war, the architect of
the great victory of the people’s revolution was the Com-
munist Party of Albania.

Another invaluable lesson, a revolutionary experience
of the Communist Party of Albania, is that never for a
mement did this party share state power or fall into
compromise with the dark forces of reaction and ex-
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ploitation. Basing itself on the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism, the Party has seen the question of state power
as a fundamental question of the revolution. The
Parfy made a valuable contribution to the enrichment of
the theory and practice of the world revolution by giv-
ing this question a creative solution in the conditions of
Albania.

The outstanding merit of the Communist Party of Al-
bania (today the PLA) is that it ensured the close con-
nection and merger of struggle for national liberation and
the struggle for the destruction of the old anti-popular and
reactionary state power with the efforts for the setting
up of the new people’s power. The Party did not permit
the bourgeoisie and the big landowners to wrest state
power from the hands of the people, did not allow the
blood of the people to be shed in vain. With their great
resolve, the Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha personally
blocked the way to the Anglo-American imperialist inter-
ference in the internal affairs of Albania. This consistent
line, followed from the very first days of the liberation
of the Homeland, ensured the existence in Albania of the
new state power — the people’s state power, which began
to carry out the functions of the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat in Albania.

The establishment of the people’s state power in all
the country on 28th November 1944 is the greatest victory
in the centuries-long history of the Albanian people. The
people’s state power, the dictatorship of the proletariat, is
their powerful weapon in their struggle for the new happy
and free life — socialism and communism.

The Marxist thesis that in the world today even a
backward country can embark on the road of social-
ism and build socialism with success, overcoming
the state of developed capitalism, was realized in prac-
tice thanks to the leadership of the Party. Socialism has
triumphed in every direction as a result of the Marxist-
Leninist line of the Party. The revolution in Albania de-
veloped always on the correct road and advanced cease-
lessly.

After the liberation of the country the people and the
Party were confronted with major and complicated tasks,
the solution of which decided the future of the Homeland
and the fate of socialism in Albania.

The entire feudal-bourgeois structure and superstructure
had to be overthrown. The relations of small-scale com-
modity production had to be transformed, the country had
to go over to the system of scientific socialism both in
town and countryside, in the economy and culture. Like-
wise, the inner world of man had to be radically trans-
formed according to the Marxist-Leninist world outlook,
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the socialist ideology, the communist morality. There was
also the urgent need for the reconstruction of the country
which was ravaged by the war, and for the overcoming,
at rapid rates, of the ceniuries-old economic and cultural
backwardnees inherited from the past.

Our Party relied on the teachings of Lenin and Stalin,
on the invaluable experience of the socialist construction
in the Soviet Union, but it could not copy and apply it
mechanically in the conditions of Albania. This experience
and the Marxist-Leninist principles had to be applied in
a creative manner, in concrete conditions, according to
specific historical geographical, class, political, ideological
and other features. Great difficulties and dangers lay ahead,
but all obstacles were overcome because in the forefront
of all this struggle stood the Party, which never traded
with principles, but kept always unstiained the banner of
Marxism-Leninism.

The ruins caused by the war were cleared within a very
short time and the energies and forces of the working class
and all the working masses were concenirated on the vitally
important battle for the rapid transformation of the produc-
tive forces, for the rapid development and progress of the
entire economy. In these direction, the Party consistently and
resolutely followed the course of socialist industrialization,
considering it as a decisive factor for the development of
the country in all fields.

In the first years immediately after Liberation, social-
ist industrialization proceeded at slow rates, therefore the
Party, the working class and the entire people had to carry
out a persistent struggle to cope with many and different
difficulties and obstacles. This was due to the fact that
Albania embarked on the roal of industrialization almost
from scratch. Even that small indusiry, that country had
(some tobacco factories, oil presses, one small cement fac-
tory, a small number of electric power stations, a few work-
shops for mechanical repairs, etc), was almost totally put
out of use during the war. The Yugoslav pseudo-allies not
only did not help, on the contrary, they availed themselves
of every possibility to sabotage the industrial development
of our country. Soviet aid in this direction came with
delay and was rather limited in the beginning due to the
difficult situation created in the Soviet Union by the exten-
sive destructions of the war.

Later this aid from the Soviet Union increased only
to be again slowed down and sabotaged, until it was alto-
gether interrupted and replaced with a savage hostile
blockade with the advent to power of the Khrushchevite
revisionists after the death of Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin.
However, the Albanian people, the heroic Albanian work-
ing class, which the Party has imbued with the unwavering
principles of Marxism-Leninism, always regarded foreign
aid as an outside factor, never as a decisive factor. In their
war together with the anti-fascist peoples and the peoples
of the Soviet Union, who bore the brunt of the war, the
Albanian people, under the leadership of their Party, libe-
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rated their whole country with their own forces, without
the need for the allied forces to send their troops into our
territory. For the reconstruction of the country, too, the
Albanian people have relied on their ewn toil, on their
own forces. They went down to work with heroism, broke
the savage blockade laid by the Soviet revisionists, whose
activity was followed by the sabotage and blockade of the
Chinese social-imperialists. The Albanian people marched
with determination on the road of socialist industrialization,
the further strengthening of the economy relying on their
own forces. The major industrial projects put up by the
Albanian workers and engineers, the setting up of new
branches of industry, the strengthening of the mining and
processing industry, the setting up of a powerful electric
power industry with such giants as the Fierza and Koman
hydre-power stations, which for bigger states could envy us,
the great plants and combines of the metallurgical and
mechanical-engineering industry, with their capacity of
building machines and even production lines — all this
is vivid testimony of what a people can achieve without
«aid», credits and loans, when they are led by a Marxist-
Leninist party.

Everything in Albania is done in the interest of the
people and the Homeland, and not for profits, as happens
in the capitalist and revisionist countries. When the Party
decided to complete the electrification of all the villages,
even the remotest ones, and carried out this plan, in this
major undertaking, like in all others, it was guided by the
lofty, neble aim of putting an end, once and for all, to the
use of the pine torch, wax-candle and kerosene lamp, so
that the village should prosper and flourish just like the
town. In this manner it was once again proved that so-
cialism is the most progressive, the most humane social
order.

The road followed by the PLA for the socialist industria-
lization of the country is closely combined with the de-
velopment of the technical-scientific revolution on a broad
front, and has nothing in common with all kind of techno-
cratic «doctrines» which the bourgeoisie and the modern
revisionists are widely advertising, and is opposed to them.
In our country the development of science and technology
is inseparable from the heeds of our socialist social life.
In the opinion of the PLA, science and technology have
never been an aim in themselves. They have developed
and advanced when they have directly served .the aim
of production and the development of society, just as these,
on their part, have been constant incentives for the de-
velopment of science and technology.

* *

All success and victory achieved is closely connected
with the line of the Party for the correct solu-
tion of the agrarian question which is one of

5 (60), 1981 e 5

the most important and complex questions facing
every country that enters the road of socialist construction.
From the very first days of the war for the ousting of the
invaders and then continuously after Liberation, the Party
has attached ifs main attention to the solution of this dif-
ficult question which was made even more difficult in
the conditions of Albania, in which the overwhelming
majority of the population consisted of peasants. The pa-
triotic Albanian peasant, oppressed and exploited in the
centuries by the beys, tax-collectors, the clergy, languishing
under the burden of ignorance and the yoke of the invaders,
took up arms and rose in war. Like all our people, they
had fought before, too, but never had seen a good day,
never had seen their aspiration to land and freedom ful-
filled. In the call of the Party, in its reliable and tested
leadership, in the selflessness of the communists, in their
loyalty te the cause of the people and the Homeland, our
peasant saw the best way of furthering his interests. The
Party raised and led the working peasants in the war
against the foreign invaders and their collaborators, the beys
and aghas, the latifundists, who had robbed them of their
land and enslaved them. The peasants sheltered the parti-
sans and shared their bread with them, filled the ranks
of the partisan detachments, brigades and divisions en
masse. In this war was cemented the great alliance of the
peasaniry with the working class, the main social base
of the popular revolution and the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. '

After Liberation equally arduous tasks lay ahead of the
country. The impoverished village, ruined by the war, had
to be rebuilt in a new way, unknown to it. Above all it
was essential that the land, about which the peasant had
dreamed in the centuries, should be given him. The peasant
had to settle permanently on his land and never abandon
it in face of the difficulties of the beginning, because this
would swell the town with unemployed and cause food
shortage. It was essential to overcome the backwardness
inherited from the past and to develop forces of production
in agriculture at rapid rates.

The enactment of the Land Reform, the first major
act of the Party and of the people’s state power for the
solution of the agrarian question, which took place im-
mediately after Liberation, brought about a deep trans-
formation in the social relations and in the consciousness
of the peasantry which saw in it the realization of its
centuries-long dream owning its land, for shaking itself
free from the yoke of the beys and big landowners. The
distribution of the land to the peasants by the proletarian
Party and the dictatorship of the proletariat further con-
solidated the alliance of the peasantry with the working
class.

The Land Reform was the first revolution in the socio-
economic relations in the countryside. It liquidated the
ownership of the land by big landowners, wiped out the
vestiges of the feudal relations and the class of landowners.
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With the narrowing of the sphere of ownership of the
land, with the prohibition of purchase and sale of the
land, its lease and morigaging, the process of polarization
of the peasantry was stopped and the possibilities for the
exploitation of the peasantry by the kulaks were greatly
reduced. The Land Reform also contained elements of a pro-
nounced anti-capitalist character. And this because it was
implemented by the dictatorship of the proletariat. In
fact, the implementation of the Land Reform showed that
only the working class and its party are in a posifion to
carry out radical transformation afier the seizure of peli-
tical power.

Despite this, the Land Reform could not possibly resolve
all the fundamental problems of the development of agri-
culture. It liquidated big land property, but did not affect
the economic base of the small-scale commedity production
in the countryside. Basing itself on the teachings of
V. L. Lenin that the system of small-scale economy in the
conditions of large-scale commodity production is in no
position to save mankind from poverty and oppression,
the PLA, loyal to the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, chose
the road of collectivization of the peasant economies.
Socialism cannof be built without relying on both its feet
— town and countryside.

As early as its 1st Congress, the Party stressed that the
collectivization of agriculture is the only correct and pos-
sible road for the construction of socialism in the country-
side and for a high-rate increase of farming production.
Keeping in mind Lenin’s teachings that the dictatorship
of the proletariat cannot rely on two bases: the socialist
social base in industry and the private base in agriculture,
and proceeding from the experience gained from the -acti-
vity of the first cooperatives, from the beginning the Party
worked out a concrete program for the socialist frans-
formation of the couniryside, defining the forms, means,
rates and forces for the attainment of this goal. At the
same time, the Party instructed: «The convincing of the
poor and middle peasantry about the advantages and
necessity of their transition from individual small-sized
poor holdings to large-scale joint socialist cooperativist
economies will be achieved only through great political
and organizational work on the part of the organs of the
Party.»

The collectivization of agriculture was carried out
through a fierce class siruggle. After they failed in their
attempts to impede the implementation of the Land Reform
and the policy of the Party and state, the exploiting classes
rose against the collectivization of agriculture, because they
knew this spelled their end in it. They resorted to every
imaginable form, from agitation and propaganda to sheer
violence. The policy followed by the Party and the state
towards the kulaks was aimed at their economic restriction
and political isolation. Thanks to this policy the economic
power and the influence of the kulaks were broken down
until they were gradually liquidated as a class, without
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being necessary to go over to forced expropriation on all
fronts.

The triumph of the socialist relations in the countryside,
too, the strengthening of the agricultural cooperatives, ihe
setting up of the higher type cooperatives, the series of
measures taken by the Party to raise the economic and
cultural level of the countryside and to assist the remote
mountain areas, its successive measures to further narrow
down the distinctions between town and countryside
accounted for the further sirengthening of agriculture, a
more prosperous and happier life for the peasantry. The
aim of the Party is that, along modern socialist industry,
socialist agriculture should also be further strengthened,
while ever more narrowing down the distinctions between
town and country.

* *

The PLA has constantly devoted first-rate importance
to the problem of the defence of the staie power and the
gains of socialism, which were attained with so much
bloodshed and sacrifice, to the question of the sirengthening
of the defence potential of the country, the modernization
of the People’s Army and the State Security as powerful
weapons of the dictatorship of the proletariat led by the
Party.

The Party has always centered iis attenfion on the
problem of the people’s state power, its safeguarding, con-
solidation and improvement. It has consistently proceeded
from Lenin’s great teaching that it is easier to seize state
power than keep it. History has positive and negative
examples which fully confirm this teaching. It has shown
that the dictatorship of the proletariat can be established
as a result of the triumph of the socialist revolution, but
it has also shown that it can be liquidated later both
through ithe armed counter-revolution or the <«peaceful»
revisionist counter-revolution.

It goes to the credit of the PLA, with Comrade Enver
Hoxha at the head, that not only was it the first to raise
the problem of the degeneration of socialism from within
through the revisionist counter-revolution, but also that
it worked out in theory and put into practice a whole
system of measures of a political, ideclogical, economic
and organizational character to bar all the paths to this
threat.

The PLA has made a penetrating Marxist-Leninist ana-
lysis of the causes of the emergence and spread of revision-
ism in the Soviet Union and elsewhere. Comrade Enver
Hoxha’s teachings on the further revolutionization of the
whole life of the country, the safegnarding of fthe Party
from rust and any manifestation of bureaucracy, the pre-
servation of its fighting revolutionary traditioms, its ever
high and sharp vigilance, the Marxist-Leninist education
of the communists and their tempering in revolutionary
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actions, the defence and constant strengthening of the
dictatorship of the proletariat as a decisive weapon of the
working class and people, the far-sighted leadership of the
Party, the steel Party-people-state unity, all this constitutes
a sure guarantee that Albania will remain always red, al-
ways revolutionary, a beacon of communism.

The whole process of revolutionization of the life of
the country in Albania is a deepening and continuation
of the socialist revolution. It is a general assault on the
stains and leftovers of the old world, a great and all-round
struggle to bar the way to the resforation of capitalism
today and in the future, from inside or from outside, a
fierce class struggle to carry the revolution always for-
ward, to achieve the complete and final triumph of fhe
socialist road over the capitalist road.

The teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha and the rev-
olutionary practice of the PLA in the prevention of the
restoration of capitalism and in the further revolutioniza-
tion of the whole life of the couniry and the Party, as the
leading and guiding force of its whole life, represent the
invaluable contribution of the PLA and Comrade Enver
Hoxha in the further enrichment of Marxism-Leninism in
our epoch.

Among the measures taken by the PLA, the strengthening
of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the correct
waging of the class struggle have fundamental and capital
importance. The Party has forcefully stressed that the class
struggle continues to be an objective phenomenon over
the whole period of socialism, the driving force which
carries the revolution and the construction of socialism
forward. As long as the class struggle confinues, if is
necessary to maintain and strengthen the dictatorship of
the proletariat, without which socialism can neither be
built nor defended.

Relying on the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, the
PLA considers the class sftruggle the motor force of history,
the great driving forece which promotes the work for the
construction of socialism, guarantees the freedom and
independence of the Homeland, profects the well-being
of the people. It is a powerful weapon in the struggle
for the defence of the Party, the state and the whole
couniry from capifalist degeneration and restoration.

The whole road fraversed by the dictatorship of the
proletariat is a road of merciless class struggle against
internal and external enemies, including the big land-
owners, the kulaks to the various anti-socialist elements,
the armed bands of the diversionists and the traitor orga-
nizations of spies and sabeoteurs, the deviators in the ranks
of the Party and the various imperialists and the modern
Titoite, Khrushchevite and Chinese revisionists. The class
struggle has also been waged ceaselessly amongst the peo-
ple — against all alien influences which poison the cons-
ciousness of the working people.

In Albania the state — the deed of the Party and of
the people’s revolution, is a state through which the working
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masses, with the working class at the head, are in power, is
a state in which the people are the masters of their desti-
nies. The Socialist People’s Republic of Albania and our
socialist society are altogether different from the capi-
talist and revisionist states and societies. The bourgeois-
revisionist propaganda makes much ado about the so-called
democracy or «state of the entire people», when in reality
their state is based on the principle of the submission of
the majority to a minority. It is a democracy only in name,
which brings nothing good to the masses of the people,
which guarantees them no genuine freedom. Freedom and
rights are proclaimed in the Constitutions but they are
utterly formal. They allow you to make noise in some
newspaper or at some meeting, even to crificize a party
or the government, however, this changes nothing because
the capitalist economic and polifical power sets in motion
its apparatus of violence as soon as it sees that ifs state
and the property of the ruling class are put at stake. In
socialist Albania the Party has constantly fought for the
further deepening of socialist democracy, the broad de-
mocracy for the working masses. The working class, the
cooperativist peasantry and the other working people wield
power through their representative organs and directly. The
masses take an active part in the governing of the country,
in the management of the economy, in the discussion of
laws and economic plans, in the supervision of the activity
of state organs. They have the right to freely express their
opinions on all problems concerning society or themselves.
The Party guarantees these rights to them in fhe Consti-
tution.

The experience of socialist Albania shows that only
the revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat can
ensure the possibility for the broad working masses to take
part in the construction of the life of society, to have their
say on the internal and foreign policy of the state, to enjoy
their democratic freedoms and rights effectively.

The people are above everything. This is the basic
principle which has always guided the PLLA and the organs
of state power in their whole activity. The people’s state
and its organs are instruments in the hands of the people
and serve them to carry the construction of socialism
successfully forward. In Albania, functionaries and em-
ployees, whatever the post they occupy, are only servanis
of the people, always serving the interests of the working
masses.

In Albania citizens are equal before the law in deeds.
Differentials in workers®’ wages and employees’ salaries are
minimal. Suffice it fo say that the ratio between the wage
of a worker and the salary of a top-ranking functionary
is one to two. This is accounted for by the fact that the
state of the dictatorship of the prolefariat has sanctioned its
Marxist-Leninist principles on wages and salaries by means
of its just laws. No transgressions are allowed in the imple-
mentation of the principle of remuneration according to
work done, therefore, no stratum of working people, who
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may place themselves above others, or take decisions fo
suit their own desires and interests, has been created or
can ever be created.

* *

It is a merit of the leadership of the PLA, of ifs correct
course, that socialist Albania today enjoys complete econo-
mic and political stability at a time when the whole bour-
geois and revisionist world labours under the crises, infla-
tion and political instability. Albania knows no price rises,
insecurity for the future, unemployment or inflation. The
rates of advance of industrial and agricultural production
are high and stable. The whole people have set about work
to fulfil all the tasks /everywhere and always to prevent
the phenomena of crisis and instability, which surround us,
from affecting, however little, the Albanian economy.

With its resolute forward march in the conditions of the
savage imperialist-revisionist blockade and the world
crisis, with the constant strengthening of its industry, with
its ever rising agricultural preduction which fer some
years mow have enabled our mountainous country to meet
all its needs for cereals and create the necessary reserves,
Albania is giving ever fresh proefs of the superiority of the
socialist order. It is confirming, likewise, how dangerous
and harmful are the preachings that the only road of salva-
tion is allegedly to immense oneself in debt and credits,
to rely on the industrialized states. The truth is that these
loans, credits, or aid are nothing but heavy chains of
enslavement. Through its work, the Party of Labour of
Albania has argued it theoretically and shown in practice
by means of the Albanian reality that socialism can be
built and defended successfully only on the basis of
self-reliance, even in a small country like Albania, even in
the conditions of a savage imperialist-revisionist blockade.

Albania has successfully marched on the road of social-
ism, because the Party has always led it on the correct
and infallible road of Marxism-Leninism, because the hard-
working and freedom-loving Albanian people are united
like one around the Party. Comrade Enver Hoxha has said
that we take justified pride in our heroic working class,
in our brave and hardwerking peasantry, in our revolu-
tionary youth, in our wonderful women, in our people’s
intelligentsia, in our entire people who, as one man, united
around the Party, marched ahead unfearing in the face
of any storm or upheaval. The heroism our people displayed
in the war has been repeated through the whole period
of the construction of socialism and is being raised to ever
greater heights in our days. It has become a distinguishing
feature of our society.

* *

Tht_e PLA works cornstantlyr for the ideological uplift
a’md' the assimilation of Marxism-Leninism by the com-
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munists, party cadres, and the broad working masses. It
encourages the profound study of the whole rich legacy
inherited from the great teachers of communism — Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin, as well as from the history of
the revolutionary struggles of the world proletariat for so-
cialism. This remains the foundation for the theoretical
formation of every communist and revolutionary.

The theoretical thinking of the PLA, its revolutionary
experience, is also an indivisible and integral part of Marx-
ism-Leninism. This thinking and experience is Marxism-
Leninism which is defended, developed and creatively
applied by the PLA and Comrade Enver Hoxha in the
concrete conditions of the revolution in Albania, in the
work for the construction of secialism, in the consistent
struggle of historic importance against modern revisionism
— Titoite, Khrushchevite, Eurccommunist or Chinese. The
teachings of the Party, its whole revolutionary experience
help the revolutionaries to better master the principles
of Marxism-Leninism, to see the practical application of
this theory, to realize its strength and vitality.

The stand of the Party of Labour of Albania, its
glorious 40-year long road, have found their full embeo:
diment in the magnificent victories achieved by the Al-
banian people in the liberation of the counfry and in
another no less legendary epic — the struggle for the
construction of socialism. The outstanding theoretical contri-
bution of the PLA finds its vivid embodiment in all the
documents and materials of the Party. This contribution
finds broad treatment, profound argument and all-round
analysis in many documenis and materials of the Pariy,
in Comrade Enver Hoxha’s Works, and especially in his
works <«Imperialism and the Revolution», «The Yugoslav
'Self-administration’ — a Capitalist Theory and Practice»
«Reflections on China», «Eurocommunism Is Anti-commun-
ism», «With Stalin», «The Khrushchevites», «When the
Party Was Born» Resolve and courage in the defence of
the purity of the Marxist-Leninist principles against revi-
sionist attacks and distortions, lofty communist loyalty t¢
principles and clear-cut proletarian class stands in the
analysis and assessment of events and situations, sense of
responsibility before its own people and the world commun-
ist movement go like a red thread through all these works,
the whole theoretical, philosophical thinking of the PLA.

* *

From the analysis they have made of the preseni
situation of imperialism, the character of our epoch and of
its contradictions, the present conditions of developmeni
of the revolution and the liberation struggle of the peoples,
the causes of the emergence of modern revisionism, the
Party of Labour of Albania and Comrade Enver Hoxha
bave proved with scientific argument that regardless of
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all the changes that have taken place in the world today.
Lenin’s fundamental theses on imperialism remain valid,
that the revolution is not just a desire and an aspiration,
but a problem put forward for solution, that modern re-
visionism of all hues has become an ally and collaborafor
of imperialism and the bourgeoisie to undermine the re-
volution and destroy socialism. The PLA has always de-
fended the true revolutionary sirategy and factics which
lead the Marxist-Leninist parties to victory.

As Comrade Enver Hoxha has pointed out, two great
social forces confront each other in the world today: on
the one hand, is the capitalist, imperialist bourgeoisie which
is the most savage, the most deceitful and the most blood-
thirsty class known in history, on the other hand, is the
proletariat, the class divested of all means of production,
ruthlessly oppressed and exploifed by the bourgeoisie, and
at the same time the most advanced class of society, the
class which thinks, creates, works and produces, but which
does not enjoy the fruit of its toil.

After making a Marxist-Leminist analysis of the situation
in the world, the Party of Labour of Albania poinis oul
that the situation in the world is on a whole revolutionary,
that in many countries this situation has matured or is
rapidly maturing, that in other countries this process is in
development. And when the Party speaks about the revo-
lution, it does not mean the socialist revolution omly. In
the present epoch of the revolutionary transition from
capitalism to socialism, as Lenin and Stalin have explained,
the liberation struggles of the peoples, the anti-imperialist
national-democratic revolutions, the mnational liberation
movements are also component parts of the one revolu-
tionary process, the world proletarian revolution. Socialist
Albania, which has emerged from the socialist revolution,
proceeds from the principles of proletarian international-
ism. It fights on the same barricade as the people fighting
for freedom and justice, against oppression and exploitation,
for socialism.

The revolutionary, internationalist stand of the PLA
and the Albanian state finds ifs fullest expression in the
consistent foreign policy, based on principles, followed by
socialist Albania. Our policy, Comrade Enver Hoxha points
out, will always be a class policy of principles, which
responds to the lofty interests of our couniry, seocialism
and the liberation struggle of the peoples. The Albanian
people will always fight unwaveringly against American
imperialism. Soviet social-imperialism and all reactionaries;
nobody should entertain the slightest illusion about social-
ist Albania changing its stand towards them. Likewise,
the Party of Labour of Albamia and the Albanian state
will fight and expose Chinese social-imperialism which has
lined up beside American imperialism and world reaction
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in their common struggle against the peoples, and especially
against socialism in Albania.

On the other hand, the PLA has made it clear that
the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania has followed
and follows a policy of good will towards those states
which display good will towards our country, which do
not seek to harm us, just as we do not dream of harming
them: we never have tried or intended fo harm their
peoples, but want always to live in harmony and colla-
boration with them for the lofty aims and the ardent desires
of all the peoples of the world who aspire to liberation,
freedom, democracy, independence and socialism.

Our policy has never departed, nor will it ever depart
in the future, from the principle that with the peoples
we must and will be brothers, united with them for the
attainment of the same goals which are: freedom, de-
mocracy, socialism. Socialist Albania adheres to the principle
that all the peoples, big or small, in international relations
should be equal and that no discrimination should be made
against them. It opposes any form of dictate, pressure,
control and arbitration on the part of the great powers,
their monopolization of world affairs.

People’s Socialist Republic of Albania resolutely de-
fends the thesis that true freedom and the security of the
peoples, freedom and socialism can be won and defended
only through struggle against American imperialism, Soviet
social-imperialism, Chinese social-imperialism and any
other kind of imperialism. It has comstantly stressed that
you cannot rely on one imperialism to oppose another
imperialism.

Such is the foreign policy of socialist Albania, which
has always upheld the banner of proletarian principles.

* *

The 40 years of the Parfy of Labour of Albania are
40 years of wise, far-sighted leadership for the Albanian
people on the road of Marxism-Leninism, 40 years of giant
struggle and efforts against internal and external enemies,
grappling with innumerable difficulties created by the
destructions of the war, the poverty and backwardness in-
herited from the reactionary feudal-bourgeois regimes, years
of hard work of the Albanian people for the construction
of their free and prosperous life, 40 years which have
immeasurably raised the authority of socialist Albania in
the world, 40 years of historic victories, because the Party
of Labour of Albania, with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the
head, have kept the banner of Marxism-Leninism always
flying high and red.
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THE CPA WAS F¢
ON SOUND IDEO
AND ORGANIZA

by JORGJI SOT A

In the course of the struggle for the imple-
mentation of a correct revolutionary Marxist-
Leninist political line, the Party did not allow
the existence in the party of a second line
which the Trotskyite and hostile elements of
the Party sought to impose on it, because this
would inevitably lead to confusion, division and
the final decay of the Party

IN HIS MEMOIRS COMRADE ENVER HOXHA THROWS AMPLE LIGHT
ON THE STRUGGLE AND EFFORTS FOR THE AMALGAMATION OF THE
COMMUNIST GROUPS INTO A SINGLE PARTY. HE PROVIDES PROFOUND
SCIENTIFIC ARGUMENT ABOUT THE IDEOLOGICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL
BASES ON WHICH THE PARTY WAS CREATED, THE POLITICAL LINE IT
ADOPTED AND IMPLEMENTED FOR PREPARING AND CARRYING THE NA-
TIONAL LIBERATION WAR THROUGH TO VICTORY.

«THE PARTY WAS BORN FROM THE BOSOM OF THE PEOPLE, IN THE
INEXTINGUISHABLE REVOLUTIONARY FIRE AND STORMS OF THE CEN-
TURIES, IT ROSE LIKE A BRILLIANT SUN OVER THE SINISTER GLOOM
OF FASCIST BONDAGE AND TERROR,» WHEN THE DESTINIES OF THE
ALBANIAN PEOPLE AS A PEOPLE AND A NATION WERE IN THE BALANCE,
SAYS COMRADE ENVER HOXHA.

The founding of the Communist Party and tactics it would work out in order

of Albania was a great historic victory.
However, the mere act of its founding
could not automatically raise it to
leadership. Whether or not it could carry
out its leading role as the political
and ideological staff of the working
class, would be decided by the kind of
the party that would be created, the
ideological and organizational bases on
which it could be created, the strategy

JORGJI SOTA — Prof, Vice-director of
the «V.I, Lenin» Higher Party School

to draw the masses into the revolu-
tion. On this depended, in the first
place, the direction, the consistent de-
velopment and the very destiny of the
revolution. «Our ardent desire,» writes
Comrade Enver Hoxha in his memoirs,
«was to organize the resistance and
the war all over the country, but this
could not meet with the success we
communists desired without the exis-
tence of a new party of the Leninist-
Stalinist type.» The fundamental cha-

racteristic of our Party was that, though
young, small in numbers and without
great revolutionary experience, it was
created, from the very beginning, as a
party of the new type, on Marxist-
Leninist ideological and organizational
bases, and based its entire activity on
the leading science of the class struggle
of the proletariat, on the revolutionary
strategy and tactics. Emphasizing this
special distinguishing feature of our
Party, Comrade Enver Hoxha stresses:
«If you put up your house on sound
foundations, it will never fall over.»

It is the merit of our Party that
not only has it remained loyal to the
end to the revolutionary theory, but
also has known how to implement it
in a creative manner, in conformity
with the concrete conditions of the
struggle of our people, their centuries-
long efforts and permanent aspirations.
«We, the future communists,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha points out, «grew up in
the heat of this fire, among these
efforts, with the physical and spiritual
suffering of our people, and we, the
sons and daughters of this people, were
tempered and educated in this great
school of hardships and wars. We
learned from the struggle the men of
our National Renaissance carried out in
illegality, we learned from the re-
sistance and the struggle of our people
against the aggressive imperialist neigh-
bours, we learned from the fterror,
killings and famine of the time of king
Zog..., we learned from dejected pea-
sants walking up and down the streets
of our towns to sell a faggot of fire
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wood, we learned from the poor of
the town who broke stones all day
long in the street and were paid only
2 or 3 leks, which could hardly buy
him one kilogram of bread. All this
made up, so to say, the basis of our
Marxist-Leninist ideology.»

From the first days of its creation,
the Party devoted special care to the
work for the education of the com-
munists. The Founding Meeting set to
the cadres and members of the Party
the task «of making persistent and
energetic efforts for their ideological,
theoretical and political uplift through
learning the Marxist-Leninist theory».
Comrade Enver Hoxha criticized those
who said, «Now we need the rifle, not
the book~, stressing, «we have never se-
parated and will never separate the
rifle from the book, because we need
courageous and intelligent fighters who
know well how, why and against whom
they should train their guns.» He
instructed the communists to learn the
Marxist-Leninist theory from the Works
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, as
well as from concrete actions, from re-
volutionary struggle, by waging it
according to the teachings of the classics
of Marxism-Leninism and on the basis
of the Marxist-Leninist line of the
Party. Comrade Enver Hoxha drew at-
tention to the need for the study of the
materials and documents of the Party,
in particular, because they reflected the
creative application of the general prin-
ciples of Marxism-Leninism in the con-
ditions of Albania, summed up the expe-
rience which the Party was gaining

every day in the heat of the National
Liberation War.

Through its calls, leaflets, proclama-
tions, etc the Party launched the idea
of the people’s general armed uprising,
called on the working class to place
itself on the vanguard of the movement,
called on the peasants to join forces
in militant alliance with the working
class, called on the entire people to
organize themselves and rise in the war
united in the National Liberation Front;
it raised for discussion major problems
of the political line, materialized in the
revolutionary program of the Party,
such as the destruction of the old anti-
popular regime and the creation of the
national liberation councils in its place
in the course of the war, etc. These
political tasks, defined at the meeting
for the creation of the Party, had the
principles of Marxism-Leninism as
their foundation, and represented at the
same time the ideological basis of the
Party, worked out and implemented in
the concrete conditions of our country.

Working out a correct political line
is, however, only one side of the
question. No matter how correct the
line, it remains lifeless if the party
of the working class is not determined
and does not act effectively for its ap-
plication in practice. The CPA was
created as a party of action, and not
as a part of idle talk and sterile debate
in clubs and parliaments. «Its role in
this war should be to give inspiration
and leadership not through words and
debate, but through concrete action, by
going to the masses, getting to know

their life in practice,» writes Comrade
Enver Hoxha. He taught the commun-
ists that without action there is no
Communist Party, that only action and
struggle makes the party of the work-
ing class a really revolutionary party,
links it up with the masses, enhances
its capacity of leadership. To achieve
this objective the Party used many
forms of activity among the masses,
ranging from oral propaganda and dis-
tribation of leaflets to demonstrations
and political manifestations, even wip-
ing out spies and traitors and the armed
attacks, from operations by small units
to operations by large detachments and
other formations, later. The other va-
rious forms of organization, such as the
National Liberation Front, the Com-
munist Youth Organization, the Anti-
fascist Women’s Union of Albania,
which served as levers of the Party,
ensuring the organized links between
the Party and the broad masses of the
people, served the same objective.

It was precisely these revolutionary
actions of the Party, the courage, ho-
nesty and example of the communists
which convinced the masses about the
correctness of the line of the Party
and won it recognition as the only
legitimate leadership of the people.

One of the most important political
and ideological causes, which led to
the defeat and exposed the betrayal of
all the hostile anti-Marxist elements
and groups in the ranks of the Party,
was that they never correctly assessed
the great political and ideological po-
tential of the Party, its great revalu-
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tionary experience in the field of crea-
tively mastering and applying Marx-
ism-Ieninism, as in all other fields.
This is what, among others, brought
about the defeat of the Trotskyite Anas-
tas Lula and Sadik Premte. Basing
themselves in a dogmatic manner on
theoretical theses and isolated frag-
ments borrowed from the arsenal of
anti-Marxist reactionary ideologies, they
tried to impose their erroneous views
on the communist movement and, later,
on the Party as claiming that the pea-
santry was «backward», «conservativer,
«reactionary», and that the communists
«could not work» with it, could not
go to war with it, ete. Or there was
the so-called theory of «training» the
cadres and «preserving» them, upheld
by Andrea Zisi, Zef Mala, Niko Xoxi
and others, who claimed that <«until
the conditions were ripe for the revo-
lution(!), the communists should do
nothing but 'prepare themselves theo-
retically’, become ’well versed in the
literature’, ’take care of themselves’,
ie shirk the actual struggle, so that
when the ’long-expected’ moment
came, this sort of ’'learned’ men, would
pour out their knowledge in the streets
and seize power,» as Comrade Enver
Hoxha put it.

The ideological and organizational
Marxist~-Leninist bases of the Party, its
political line were worked out and
affirmed in the course of stern and
consistent struggle for the radical expo-
sure of these Trotskyite, hostile and
anti-Party views which, as Comrade
Enver Hoxha points out, «smelt of
fascism and had their origin in the
kitchen of the fascist occupier.»

Along with the working out and
implementation of a correct revolutio-
nary line, a role of decisive importance
was also played by the proletarian or-
ganization of the Party, its unwavering
and rigorously revolutionary implemen-
tation of the Leninist proletarian norms,
especially the steel unity of its ranks.

Democratic centralism, as the basic
principle of the building and life of the
Party, rigorous conscious discipline in
carrying out directives, decisions and
tasks, strong links with the masses col-

lectiveness as the highest principle of
leadership, spirit of initiative and self-
activity, rendering account by and de-
manding account from the elected or-
gans and cadres and every commun-
ist, development of criticism and self-
criticism, regular and accurate infor-
mation, discretion and guarding of
secrets — these were among the more
important principles and norms under-
lying the organization, the life and
activity of the Party.

In the course of the National Libera-

-tion War one of the primary -tasks was

the céaseless strengthening of the entire
Party, of everyone of its cell, and lead-
ing organs. Both in the partisan de-
tachments and units, and outside them,
Comrade Enver Hoxha pointed out,
«the cells must be in the forefront of
the work, must ceaselessly enhance their
leading role, never allow anything to
escape their eye and responsibility, must
become a source of mobilization and
inspiration for all.» The ranks of the
Party, instructed Comrade Enver Hoxha,
should be increased, first of all, with
sound worker elements, but also with
peasants and other revolutionary fight-
ers, and the doors of the Party should
be closed to the disguised spies and
provocateurs, to the prattlers and co-
wards, to factionalist elements, to intri-
guers and anarchists. And he added:
«We don’t need sluggish, inactive party
members lacking initiative, idle-talkers
and cowards. Either they are ardent
communists, or we must rid ourselves
of boulders and fetters that impede us
on our forward march. The Party is
the vanguard. The Party is and must
be on the offensive.»

The process of the revolutionary de-
velopment of the Party was based on
the struggle for the unity of its ranks,
as the most powerful weapon in the
hands of the Party to cope with enemy
attacks to overcome any obstacle and
to carry out persistently the line and
policy of the Party.

The struggle against anti-Party groups
and elements, which posed the greatesi
threat to unity, was not an ordinary
struggle but a fierce struggle of prin-
ciple for the defence of the ideological
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purity and the correct solution of the
most fundamental political and organi-
zational problems of the general line
of the Party. «On this question no tole-
ration, no kid-glove policy, not the
slightest trace of ’diplomacy’ should be
allowed. Genuine unity would be
achieved only by thoroughly unmasking
all Trotskyite, liquidationist, anti-com-
munist principles.»

In the process of the implementation
of these teachings, the Party remained
strongly on the revolutionary positions
of the Marxist-Leninist ideology, made
no concessions on principles but hit
and exposed the roots of all alien con-
cepts and erroneous views, without
permitting them to strike root, {o grow
and turn into ideological trends opposed
to Marxism-Leninism.

In the course of the struggle for the
implementation of a correct revolutio-
nary Marxist-Leninist political line, the
Party did not allow the existence in
the party of a second line which the
Trotskyite and hostile elements of the
Party sought to impose on it, because
this would inevitably lead to confusion,
division and the final decay of the
Party.

Applying and defending its principles
and norms in a revolutionary manner,
the Party did not permit the existence
of factions, and when they emerged, it
waged a stern struggle for their com-
plete destruction, as it did right from
the start in connection with the group
of Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte.

The resolute, principled and all-round
struggle the Party waged helped to
temper and imbue its membership with
a deeply rooted proletarian conscious-
ness, to make them work and fight
as genuine proletarians of the vanguafd,
closely linked with the masses of the
people, as ardent defenders of their
interests.

These were some of the features
which made our Party, though very
small in numbers, a major force capable
of ensuring the leadership of the entire
people against powerful and savage
enemies, and achieve, within a rela-
tively short time, the decisive and vital
victory of our people,
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by KOZMA SKARCO

DEVELOPMENT
OF AGRICULTURE

THE SOCIALIST VILLAGE
IN ALBANIA

The maintenance, indeed the enhancement
of the role of agriculture in the people’s economy, the ever
greater concentration of the attention of the PLA and the Government
on the village is connected with the fact that in Albania
agriculture is considered and treated as an important
branch of the national economy, of equally great
potential and importance as industry

IN THIS JUBILEE YEAR OF THE 40th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING
OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA, THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE DRAW
THE BALANCE OF THE VICTORIES ACHIEVED ON THE ROAD OF THE IM-
PLEMENTATION OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST AGRARIAN POLICY OF THEIR
PARTY. ‘

THE AGRARIAN PROBLEM OCCUPIED A PLACE OF FUNDAMENTAL
IMPORTANCE IN THE PROGRAM OF SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION, DUE TO
THE HISTORICAL REALITY IN WHICH AGRICULTURE CONSTITUTED THE
MAIN AND ALMOST THE ONLY BRANCH OF THE ECONOMY AND AT A
TIME WHEN IN THE VILLAGE LIVED THE GREATEST PART OF THE POPU-

LATION OF THE COUNTRY.

The formerly primitive and backward
agriculture, in which the feudal-bour-
geois relations of production prevailed,
has been transformed into a completely
socialist modern sector of the economy
with extended reproduction. New, so-
cialist relations, which are ever more
being improved, have been adapted to
the ceaselessly developing forces of pro-
duction.

KOZMA SKARCO — publicist

The malaria-infested, illiterate, fa-
mished village of the old days, the vil-
lage of fanaticism and ignorance, has
been transformed into a new, socialist
village, with a new way of life, which
keeps improving from year to year.

Although the annual rate of natural
increase of the population, and of the
rural population in particular, in Alba-
nia is greater than in any other Euro-
pean country, the increase rate of the

gross national production for the period
1950-1979 was about twice the popula-
tion growth rate, and the increase rate
of the gross social product, compared
with the population growth rate, was
3.2 times greater for the same period.

This historical transformation in agri-
cultux:e and the standard of living in
the countryside was not achieved easily
and at one stroke, .

The people’s state power, guided by
Marxist-Leninist agrarian policy of the
PLA, has striven to ensure that the
productive forces develop rhythmically,
in depth and bredth, just as it has at-
tached particular attention to the esta-
blishment and improvement of the so-
cialist relations of production. Harmo-
nization of these two aspects of the
mode of production, giving priority, ac-
cording to the circumstances and de-
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mands of production, at times to the one
and at times to the other aspect, soon
enabled agriculture to overcome its
backwardness, to mobilize its resources
for quantitative accumulation in order
to realize the subsequent qualitative
leap. As early as the beginning of the
1970’s the acreage of arable land in-
creased 2.2. fold, irrigation capacity
10.6 fold, the number of cattle 1.6 fold,
the number of tractors (reckoned in
15 HP) 442.6 fold, and the total electric-
power basis in agriculture 6.6 fold,
against the year 1938. As a result of
this rapid development of the produc-
tive forces, in the period 1963-1976 (in
which 1963 is estimated as the average
for the period 1961-1965) the average
increase rate of gross agricultural pro-
duction has been 5.2 per cent, at a time
when it was 2.6 per cent in the Come-
con member countries, 1.8 per cent in
the West-European countries, and 2.2
per cent in the USA.

The solicitude and constant efforts of
the Party and of the people’s state power
to pull agriculture out of its state of
backwardness and to introduce it into
the road of its intensification and mo-
dernization are an important part of the
entire work for the construction of so-
cialism in Albania.

Agriculture is the most ancient branch
of our people’s economy. Like in the
past, today too, the bulk of the working
people of the country carry out their
activity in this sphere of material pro-
duction. Regardless of the fact that
after the liberation of the country the
rural population was drawn in great
numbers from the countryside for the
needs of the high-rate development of
socialist industry and the other sec-
tors of material production, such as
constructions, communications, etc., at
present the number of people working
in agriculture is greater than the total
of the working people in all the
other sectors of production taken to-
gether.

Socialist agriculture in Albania made
further progress in the years of the 6th
Five-year Plan. Compared with the 5th
Five-year Plan, agricultural production
of the five years of this period taken fo-
gether increased 21.4 per cent, mainly
through the intensification of produc-
tion in its different branches. The co-
operativist peasantry and the other
agricultural workers achieved a great
success — the fulfilment of the needs

of the economy and of the population
for bread grain with local production.
This, together with the increase of other
agricultural and livestock products, has
further raised the role of socialist agri-
culture in the development and progress
of the Homeland, enabling it to ever
better fulfil the needs of the population,
of industry and export.

The rapid — rate development of the
production of industry and of the other
branches of the economy has, as a na-
tural consequence, brought about a
narrowing of the part of agriculture in
the general structure of the total so-
cial product. Whereas in 1938 agricul-
tural production accounted for 92 per
cent of agricultural and industrial pro-
duction taken together, in 1970 indus-
trial production increased to 61.7 per
cent of agricultural and industrial pro-
duction taken together. From the be-
ginning of the 1960’s, the specific weight
of agricultural production continues to
decrease. However, the change in the
ratio between agriculture and in-
dustry, the precedence of industry over
agriculture, does not in the least di-
minish the place and the role of agri-
culture. Agriculture has always been
and remains the basic branch of the
national economy. This change in ratios
is essentially the reflection of the great
steps forward of an historic character
which the people’s economy has taken
and continues to take in these four de-
cades after liberation. The change of
ratios in these two fundamental
branches of the material production of
the country is a more concrete expres-
sion of the triumph of the policy of the
Party to transform Albania from a
backward agrarian country into an
agrarian-industrial country in the be-
ginning and, later, into a country with
developed industry and advanced agri-
culture,

The maintenance and even enhance-
ment of the role of agriculture in the
people’s economy, the ever greater con-
centration of the attention of the PLA
and the Government on the village, is
connected with the fact that in Albania
agriculture is considered and treated as
an important branch of the national
economy, of equally great potential and
importance as industry.

The PLA abides by the principle that
we must have not only a developed in-
dustry but also an advanced agricul-
ture, because agriculture is closely con-

nected with a number of factors and
circumstances of a political, economic,
social and strategic character. Through
the uninterrupted development of the
productive forces and the ceaseless re-
volutionization of the socialist relations
of production in agricultural produc-
tion, the PLA aims at achieving a num-




ber of objectives. The great increase
of population — which doubles every
30 years, creates a gap in the consump-
tion fund, first of all, in agricultural
and livestock products. And this gap
can be filled only through the con-
tinuous increase of these products at
ever higher rates.

The political circumstances in which
socialism is being built in Albania, the
savage imperialist-revisionist blockade,
bring into evidence the role of agricul-
ture as the basic branch of the national
economy. It constitutes one of the most
important branches contributing to the

‘increase of the degree of self-reliance
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of the economy, to the strengthening of
the economic potential of the Home-
land.

The PLA devotes all its care to the
uninterrupted development of the pro-
ductive forces in agriculture also due
to the fact that this branch of mate-
rial production constitutes the base of

Under the 6th Five-year Plan important successes were achieved

in the systematization of farming land and the setting up of livestock-raising complexes.

In the photo: A livestock-raising complex
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the national economy and the people’s
consumption. About 75 per cent of the
tfund of consumer goods is made up of
farming and livestock products or in-
dustrial products processed from agri-
cultural raw materials. Agriculture en-
sures a good part of the national in-
come. The PLA is aware that through
the ever higher rates of development
of agriculture, the alliance of the work-
ing class with the peasantry, the alli-
ance between town and countryside,
is strengthened ever more, which has
as its direct result the consolidation
of the political basis of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat.

These 37 years after Liberation have
been not only years of work for the de-
velopment of the productive forces but
also years of efforts for the study and
solution of individual aspects of the
socialist relations of production.

In these 37 years agriculture has be-
come 2 broad field of creative expe-
rimentation through which the PLA
has boldly opened up new, heretofore
unknown paths, and with the same
boldness discarded everything outdated
which did not accord with the Marxist-
Leninist principles which did not serve
the socialist development of agriculture
and the countryside, the interests of
the cooperativists and the agricultural
Working people. .

The policy of the PLA for the deve-
lopment of agriculture has always aimed
the deepening of the socialist revolution
in the countryside, which leads inevi-
tably to the development of the produc-
tive forces in agriculture.

For production to develop further in
the countryside, the Party and the peo-
ple’s state power have adopted a num-

ber of measures which increaze and

raise these forces oualitatively. The
state has made huge investments on
the draining of marshes and swamps
which covered almost all the lowland
areas of the country, to turn them into
arable land, on the opening up of new
land in the hilly and mountainous areas,
on the building of an irrigation svstem
which covers about 53 per cent of the
arable land — which makes Albania
rank first in Europe as to irrigation capa-
city. The work for land improvement and
irrigation has involved the digging of

over 32,000 km of canals and the shifting
of 390 million cubic metres of earth — and
this by the state enterprises alone, with-
out considering ‘the working done by
the agricultural cooperatives on their
own for the same purpose. The water-
pumping system has a capacity of draw-
ing 230 cubic metres of water per se-
cond, or equal to the flow of the rivers
Drin and Vjosa (the largest rivers of
the country) in the dry season, taken
together. This is a colossal undertaking
for a small country like Albania.

The continuous increase of the fund
of arable land parallel with the inten-
sification of agriculture has made ne-
cessary the constant mechanization of
production. Albanian agriculture today
has a relatively powerful base of
farming machines. Industry supplies
considerable amounts of chemical fer-
tilizers to agriculture which today uses
not less.than 14 kg of active matter per
hectare, against less than 3 kg it used in
1950, as well as insecticides, pesticides,
herbicides, which are necessary for the
protection of plants and crops.

Important successes have been a-
chieved in the development of the pro-
ductive forces, especially during the
6th Five-year Plan (1976-1980). Along
with the increase of the number of
tractors and other farming machinery,
the irrigable acreage was extended by
another 40 thousand hectares, and the
production of chemical fertilizers in
1980 increased 50 per. cent against
1975.

Thanks to these transforming mea-
sures, even though the plains make up
only 15 per cent of the area of Albania,
and even though only 40 per cent of
the arable land lies in the plains, agri-
culture today produces 5 times as much
bread grain as in the pre-war period,
as a result of the policy pursued by the
Party for the development of the pro-
ductive forces everywhere, for the cons-
truction of socialism not only in the
plains but also in the mountains. In
1979, as against 1960, total agricultural
production increased over 3 fold. So-
cialist Albania today meets its own
needs for bread grain, continuously in-

creases its reserves of cereals and even

destines a small part of them to export.
Apart from being completely self-suf-
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ficient in bread grain, Albania today
fulfils about 85 per cent of its needs
for other alimentary, agricultural or
livestock produects.

These achievements are still more
important against the background of the
deep-going, especially agrarian, crisis,
which has the entire capitalist-revi-
sionist world in its grip. In their efforts
to bring Albania to its knees, in the
beginning of the 1960’s the Soviet re-
visionists thought that their blockade
on our country would bring the Alba-
nian economy, especially agriculture, to
a standstill. Time proved the opposite.
As emerged from the 54th Session of
the Comecon, which was held in May
1981 in Hungary, it is the agriculture of
the revisionist countries, and not of
Albania, which is in the grip of a shat-
tering crisis. In spite of the manoeuvres
of the Soviet metropolis to overcome its
difficulties at the expense of its vassal
countries, through the so-called «spe-
cialization» and «international division
of labour», agricultural production in
1980 was lower than in 1978 and 1979.
In 1980 the Soviet peoples were supplied
with 400,000 tons of meat less than in
1979. There have been considerable
shortages of sugar-beet, milk, fats, etc.
Developed completely on military lines,
the Soviet economy in the recent five
years failed to supply agriculture with
100,000 tractors, 50,000 trucks, thousands
of farming-machines, 66 million tons of
chemical fertilizers, etc. The same thing
is taking place in Bulgaria, Poland,
Czechoslovakia, etc.

According to the forecast of the draft-
directives of the 8th Congress of the
PLA for the 7th Five-year Plan for
the economic and cultural development
of the PSR of Albania, total agricultural
production in this five-year plan will
increase 31-33 per cent, as against the
last five-year period. This remarkable
increase in agricultural production will
ensure ever more agricultural and live-
stock products for the needs of the
population and the economy. This will
be achieved through the rapid intensi-
fication of production, increasing labour
productivity in agriculture, livestock
raising, fruit-growing on the basis of
a scientific treatment of the land, the
further improvement of seeds and

O
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breeds, a better organization of pro-
duction, as well as the improve-
ment of the socialist relations of
production.

In order to ensure the further inten-
sification of production, amongst other
things, a more rational concentration
and utilization of the material base,
of farming-machines, of investments
and live labour will be achieved in over
100,000 hectares of plain and coastal
areas.

Livestock production will also in-
crease at rapid rates. The production
of milk in 1980 will increase 29-31 per
cent, of meat 53-55 per cent, of eggs
50-52 per cent, of wool 34-36 per cent,
ete. against the year 1980.

The years of the people’s state power
represent years of work and efforts for
the establishment and continuous im-
provement of fthe socialist relations in
agriculture and in the Albanian village.

In these 37 years of people’s state
power the Albanian agriculture and vil-
lage have gone through several stages
of revolutionary transformation. From
a primitive branch of material produc-
tion based on private property and
feudal relations, agriculture passed over
to the stage of the collectivized econo-
mies with a broad horizon of develop-
ment of the forces of production and
the new, socialist relations of produc-
tion. On this socialist basis it is ad-
vancing towards the further improve-
ment of socialist relations <which, on
their part, as one of the important as-
pects of the mode of production, create
the conditions for the uninterrupted
development of the productive for-
ces,

Aware of the great role of the so-
cialist relations of production, in the
draft-directives of its 8th Congress for
the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-1985), the
PLA has instructed that the economic
and social development of the country
should also rely on the further improve-
ment of the socialist relations of pro-
duction, which as always, must precede
the broad development of the produc-
tive forces, on a more complete parti-
cipation of the working class and the
other working masses in the running
of the state and the economy, on the
mobilization and encouragement of their

creative initiative in the construction
‘and defence of socialism.

This orientation is of special impor-
tance for the development of agricul-
ture and the village. And this because
the complete construction of socialist
society is closely linked, among other
things, with the development and
strengthening of the cooperativist so-
cialist property, with the continuous
improvement of the socio-economic re-
lations and the preparation of the con-
ditions for the transformation of the
cooperativist property into property of
the entire community.

The Marxist-Leninist theory des-
cribes cooperativist property as socialist
property of the same type as the so-
cialist property of the entire society,
and points out that the strengthening of
this property leads to the development
and strengthening of socialism in the
countryside and in the entire country.

However, the Marxist-Leninist theory
and the revolutionary practice of our
socialist construction also show that
cooperativist property has special fea-
tures which distinguish it from the so-
cialist property of the entire society.
The main points of distinctions bet-
ween these two forms of socialist pro-
perty are apparent in the degree of so-
cialization of the means of production
and work, in the forms which the pro-
duct for society and the product for
oneself assume and in the manner of
their distribution, in the organization
and management of work and produc-
tion.

Taking account of and correctly as-
sessing all the distinctions existing bet-
ween the property of the entire so-
ciety and the cooperativist property
has great importance, in theory and
practice, both for the present and the
future of the cooperativist socialist pro-
perty, for the complete construction of
socialist society, for the gradual trans-
formation of cooperativist property into
the property of the entire society and
the gradual transition from socialism
to communism. After emerging as an
objective necessity for the construction
of the economic base of socialism in
the countryside and after developing
and growing stronger in the process of
the complete construction of socialism,
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it must absolutely be transformed into
the property of the entire society, at a
given stage of this development and
strengthening.

The process of the creation of con-
ditions for the transformation of the
cooperativist property into the property
of the entire society is not an instant,
or merely mechanical process. On the
contrary, it is a long and complex
process which requires all-round
preparatory measures and is carried
out step by step in an organized,
controlled and conscious manner,
under the direction of the PLA
and the socialist state. It is not carried
out either by abolishing the coopera-
tivist property or by negating it, or in
administrative ways and through ad-
ministrative measures only, but is car-
ried out through the quantitative and
qualitative development of the produc-
tive forces and the improvement of the
socialist relations of production in the
cooperativist sector, as well as through
the ideo-political conviction and the
free will of the cooperativists to trans-
form the cooperativist socialist pro-

-perty into the property of the entire

people.

The road traversed by the peasantry
for the gradual narrowing of the coope-
rativist personal plot, along with the
increase of the cooperativists’ incomes
from the collective cooperativist pro-
perty, as well as the measures for the
collective herding of the livestock
raised on the personal plot, testify to
the correct policy pursued by the PLA
over this question.

The PLA has constantly followed a
correct policy for the development and
economic-organizational strengthening
of agricultural cooperatives, and in
this context, for the improvement and
deepening of the socialist relations of
ownership, for bringing the coopera-
tivist property and the property of the
entire people closer together and, in
general, for ensuring that these rela-
tions are brought to harmony with this
development and create new possibi-
lities to go forward at ever more rapid
rates. And the fact is that the measures
that have been taken, especially during
the last 20 years, for the complete

construction of socialism in the coun-
tryside have served the rapid develop-
ment of the productive forces in agri-
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cultural cooperatives, the overall in-
crease of their agricultural and live-
stock production, the development and
strengthening of the cooperativist so-
cialist property. This is confirmed by
the growth of total agricultural produc-
tion, the many investments made by
agricultural cooperatives, the increase
of their fundamental means, ete. Thus,
for instance, total agricultural produc-
tion in 1979 increased about 75 per
cent, as against 1968, fundamental
means of cooperatives increased 2.4 fold
over the last ten years.

The process of bringing the coopera-
tivist property closer to the property
of the entire society is carried out in
many directions and forms. However,
the setting up of the enlarged coope-
ratives has exercised an all-sided in-
fluence, increasing the degree of so-
cialization of the collective property
through the merger of smaller coope-
ratives into larger ones. By raising the
degree of socialization of the property,
and work and production of the coope-
rative, this measure has created better
conditions for the improvement of or-
ganization and direction of work and
production according to the experience
gained in this branch of the state sec-
tor.

Another more advanced step in raising
the degree of socialization of the col-
lective property is the transformation
of the economically stronger coopera-
tives in the plains into higher type co-
operatives, in which the state, as the
representative of the property of the
entire society, becomes a co-partner
through its participation with funda-
mental investments, which otherwise
would exceed the possibilities of these
economies. So, though these coopera-
tives retain the form of economic re-
lations which are characteristic of the
cooperativist property, the leading role
and control by the state organs in them
increases, whereas the forms of orga-
nization and management of produc-
tion, work and remuneration are quite
similar to those of the state agricul-
tural enterprises. The many years of
experience of the higher type coopera-
tives have shown that the creation and
development of such cooperatives is
one of the important roads not only for

the intensification and rapid increase
of production, but also for the prepa-
ration of the concrete conditions for
the transformation of the collective pro-
perty into the property of the entire
society.

Naturally, such processes as the en-
largement of agricultural cooperatives,
the setting up of the higher type coope-
ratives, their economic and organiza-
tional development and strengthening,
the collective tending of the personal

livestock of the cooperativists, the ex-
tension of communal services in the
countryside, etc. by raising the degree
of socialization of the cooperativist
property and cooperativist work, not
only prepare a number of objective
conditions for the transformation of the
collective property into the property
of the entire society, but also prepare
the subjective conditions for this trans-
formation, thus affirming and strength-
ening amongst the cooperativists so-




cialist concepts and views on social
property, the common interest, the ge-
neral well-being, etc.

A powerful incentive in this field are
the deep-going transformations in the
standard of living and the way of life,
which have accompanied the revolu-
tionary process realized in the Albanian
village. Under the leadership of the
PLA, the socialist village has achieved
victories of historic importance, such
as the electrification of all peasant

homes the building of a broad network
of motor roads and the extension of
the telephone network to all the vil-
lages, the setting up of elementary or
secondary schools, of cultural centres,
communal and health services, the ex-
tension of the trade network in the
countryside, ete. All this has been a-
chieved in the years of the people’s
power, when the antagonistic contra-
dictions between town and countryside
have been liquidated and all the for-
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The increase in the number of
poultry-farms is one of the effective
ways for ever better meeting the needs
of the population for meat and eggs.
All the distriets of the country have
their own poultry-farms. In the photo:
A view of the complex poultry-farm
in Tirana.

mer distinctions in the way of life have
been reduced.

The continuous increase of agricultu-
ral production at rates several times
higher than the population growth has
beenn accompanied with an increase in
the real per capita income of the rural
population, which is expressed in the
raising of its standard of living to such
a level that in several regions of the
country it is difficult to make a distinc-
tion between town and countryside. The
defraying of all expenses for socio-cul-
tural measures in the countryside by
the state, the system of pensions for the
cooperativists and its unification with
that for the town working people, the
differentiated policy in sale and pur-
chase prices followed by the state to-
wards the agricultural cooperatives of
the remote mountainous regions, which
still have a lower level of development,
are concretely assisting the further and
constant raising of the standard of living
of all their members.

Reviewing the road traversed by the
PLA and the cooperativist peasantry for
the development of the productive
forces and the improvement of the so-
cialist relations of production, we can
readily conclude that the entire policy
‘of the PLA for the development of
agriculture and the village along so-
cialist lines is completely permeated by
a spirit of admirable consistency, by
reliance on the teachings of the clas-
sics of Marxism-Leninism, and by per-
sistence in the implementation of their
teachings in conformity with the situa-
tion and the revolutionary practice of
our agriculture and village, through the
efforts of the Albanian people them-
selves,




é
|
E
‘i

POWERFUL

MANIFESTATION
OF THE LINE
OF THE MASSES

For almost one month and a half the
great popular discussion of the draft-
directives of the 8th Congress of the
PLA for the 7th Five-year Plan (1981-
1985) for the development of the eco-
nomy and culture, went on all over
the country: in brigades, factories, en-
terprises, agricultural cooperatives and
economic and cultural institutions. The
discussion was carried out with com-
plete success under the direction of the
Party. The draft-directives met with
complete and unanimous approval on
the part of the working class and all
the working people, because in them
they see their brilliant prospects, a
magnificent program for the further
development of the econmomy, the
strengthening of the defence potential of
the country and the further improvement
of their well-being, the road towards
the complete construction of socialist
society. This confirms once again the
correetness of the Marxist-Leninist line
of the PLA for the construction of so-
cialism according to the great princi-
ple of self-reliance, proves the vitality
of our economy and socialist order.

Hundreds of thousands of working
people of all the fromts of socialist
construction took purt in the popular
discussion of the draft-directives of the
7th Five-year Plan. Tens of thousands
of people contributed to the discus-
sion with their opinions and valuable
proposals for raising the indices of the
draft-plan and determined the ways to
ensure the fulfilment and overfulfil-
ment of planned tasks. The discussion
of the draft-directives had a pronounced
massive character which proves that,
like all the other five-year plans, the
new plan, too, bears the stamp of the
working masses. The line of the mas-
ses, whichthe PLA has always followed
for the development of the socialist
revolution, manifested itself in all its

strength in this popular discussion. The
mass character of the discussion and
the line of the masses theory, according
to the orientations of the 8th Plenum
of the Central Committee of the Party
of 1969. The introduction into our
schools of the three components of
teaching: lesson, productive work, and
physical and military training, per-
vaded through and through by the
teachings of the PLA, has raised their
educational and teaching work to a
higher degree and resulted in a better
ideo-scientific and practical preparation
of the pupils and students for life, for
them to take a more active part in the
technical-scientific revolution, to apply
science in social production. From year
to year the school is extending and
deepening, it has a mass character in
all its links, due to the application of
the teachings of the Party and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha ever better. In the
field of education progress is remark-
able. In 1979, as against 1938, the num-
ber of kindergartens has increased 110.5
fold, the number of pupils attending 8-
year schools has increased more than
tenfold, and that of secondary school
students, full-time and part-time, has
increased 24.1 fold. Higher education is
becoming ever more widespread among
the masses. QOur higher schools now
train students in more than 60 specia-
lities. If in 1938 there were omnly 380
people with higher training, in 1979 this
number rose to about 43,300. Thousands
of full-time and part-time students at-
tend courses in the University of Tira-
na, in other high schools and their fi-
lials opened in several districts of the
country.

Even more brilliant prospects lay
ahead of our educational system in the
7th Five-year Plan. The development
of education will further deepen work
in all the links of the educational sys-
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