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COMRADE ENVER HOXHA’S BOOK «WHE

THE COMMUNIST PA
THE GLORI
OF THE ALBANI

ZERI I

From November 8,1941 onwards,

has been always correct. It has reflected the

of therevolution in Albania. The correctness of this line has been proved
cent revolutionary transformations of socialist Al

THESE DAYS, COMRADE ENVER HOXHA'’S
BOOK «WHEN THE PARTY WAS BORN», WHICH
IN THE FORM OF MEMOIRS DESCRIBES THE
MAIN EVENTS CONNECTED WITH THE FOUND-
ING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBA-
NIA AND ITS ACTIVITY DURING THE YEARS
OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR, CAME
OFF THE PRESS AND WAS PUT INTO CIRCU-
LATION. THE PUBLICATION OF THIS BOOK
ON THE EVE OF THE 40th ANNIVERSARY OF
THE FOUNDING OF THE PARTY, IS AN EVENT
OF SPECIAL IMPORTANCE, BECAUSE IT
PLACES A NEW WEAPON OF EXCEPTIONALLY
GREAT HISTORICAL, POLITICAL, IDEOLOGI-
CAL, ORGANIZATIONAL AND MILITARY IM-
PORTANCE IN THE HANDS OF THE COMMU-
NISTS AND THE ENTIRE WORKING PEOPLE
TO CONTINUE ON THE ROAD OF THE REVO-
LUTIONARY MARXIST-LENINIST STRUGGLE
OF OUR PARTY OF LABOUR FOR THE COM-
PLETE CONSTRUCTION OF SOCIALIST SO-
CIETY WITH UNFLINCHING DETERMINA-
TION.

The great wealth of events the author lived
through in person, the profound Marxist-Leninist
contents of the book, the dialectical treatment of
the problems, the analysis of the phenomena of the
time from the class position, the comprehensive
summing up substantiated with countless facts from
the life and the struggle, the sound spirit of po-
pular patriotism which permeates the book, master-

«ZERI I POPULLIT» — organ of the CC of the PLA.
Article published in the June, 21, 1981 issue

fully couched in a rich literary language, make this
book another monumental work of Comrade
Enver Hoxha, which enriches the theoretical trea-
sury of the Party of Labour of Albania and its his-
tory. The book makes very fluent reading and stirs
deep emotions because it is packed with great histo-
rical events and major clashes which not only are
instructive but also arouse deep thoughts and revo-
lutionary inspiration.

While reading the book we feel the close pre-
sence of the founder of the Party, whose person
embodies the foresight of the Marxist-Leninst leader,
the determination of the partisan commander-
in-chief, the courage and the wisdom of his own
people, the revolutionary thought and action, the
truthfulness of the communist to his ideals. How-
ever, after reading through the books, we keep on
reading still with the mind’s eye, going through
all the stages of the glorious 40-year long road we
have traversed under the leadership of the Party
of Labour with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
until we reached the present height of a completely
free and genuine socialist country, with magnifi-
cent plans and brilliant perspectives, with a great
vitality and creative force, enjoying authority, the
admiration and particular respect amongst all the
progressive people of the world.

Every sentence and paragraph of the 453 pages
of the book acquaints the readers with the titanic
efforts of the Albanian communists with Comra-
de Enver Hoxha at the head for the founding of
the Communist Party of Albania, with the revo-
lutionary situations created after the fascist oc-
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the line of the Party of Labour
fundamental demands of the various stages

and is still being proved by the daily revolutionary practice, the magnifi-
bania, the development of international situations

cupation of the country on April 7, 1939, when the
objective conditions had matured, with the deci-
sive role the subjective factor played at that time
for the founding of the revolutionary party of the
working class, as «the vanguard of the National
Liberation Movement and the struggle for a peo-
ple’s democratic Albania». The founding of the
CPA is, therefore, the glorious and immortal work
of the Albanian communists. Comrade Enver Hoxha
who was leader of the Tirana branch of the Korca
Communist Group, which became the centre of the
communist and national liberation movement in
Albania in the years 1940-1941, played a decisive
role in the union and organization of the commun-
ists into a single Marxist-Leninist party. In his me-
moirs, Comrade Enver Hoxha speaks about the aid
given by the internationalist communist Miladin
Popovi¢. Highly assessing this aid Comrade Enver
Hoxha once again rejects the absurd anti-dialectical
claim of the Titoite revisionists who try to pre-
sent the internationalist aid of Miladin Popovi¢
as the decisive factor in the founding of the CPA. At
the First National Conference of the CPA in March
1943, in which Miladin participated as member of
the delegation of CPY, he made this question as
clear as daylight declaring that the CP of Albania
was founded by the Albanian communists them-
selves, and none else.

The vivid descriptions of the joint struggle
of the communists, of the various groups to come
together and merge into a single genuine communist
party, in struggle against the enemies of commu-
nism, against the pseudo-Marxist political trends
and organizations, against the Trotskyite chiefs Ana-
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stas Lula and Sadik Premte, against the obstacles
raised by megalomaniacal elements, such as Koco
Tashko, etc are as realistic as they are attractive
and moving.

One reads these pages and is overcome by a
feeling of deep love for the founder of the Party
Comrade Enver Hoxha, who in the historic evening
of November 8, 1941 rose to speak with great emo-
tion and put to vote the draft-decision on the
founding of the Party, and after the vote declared:
«In complete unanimity, the Communist Party of
Albania is founded.» With this a new qualitative
epoch began in the centuries-long history of our
people. Reading this book one is at the same time
filled with deep respect for the communists and
other militants — as Ali Kelmendi, Miha Lako,
Qemal Stafa, Vasil Shanto, Pilo Peristeri, for the
workers, the youth and the revolutionary people
of Tirana, as well as by a feeling of anger and
indignation against the Trotskyites and the camou-
flaged hostile elements. But above all, one is over-
whelmed by a feeling of legitimate pride at seeing
the Party grow and develop during those four
decades, become a great, one-hundred thousand
strong army, as against 200 members it numbered
at the beginning, tempering itself in battles for the
great cause of the freedom and independence of the
Homeland, socialism and the revolution.

The Albanian communists were characterized
by a profound spirit of proletarian internationalism
while they were founding their Party. Comrade
Enver Hoxha vividly evokes this spirit when he
writes about the directives of the Comintern, when
he speaks of the boundless love they cherished
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for the Bolshevik Party, for the first socialist state
founded by Lenin and Stalin after the October Re-
volution, when he exposes the activity of the trai-
tor of the 3rd Communist International and the
communist movement in Albania, Zoi Fundo, when
he speaks of the national liberation war of the op-
pressed peoples of the Balkans and Europe against
fascism, when he narrates how, together with Vasil
Shanto, they sticked on the walls slogans «Down
with Italian fascism!», «Long live the fraternal
Greek people who are fighting for freedom!», ete,
etc. The Party rooted this feeling deep in the
hearts of the communists and the entire people, and
it will remain for ever a pure, ardent, and power-
ful feeling of love for the proletarians, the peoples,
the Marxist-Leninist communists and the revolu-
tionary forces the world over. The Party of Labour
has always valued the revolutionary experience of
the world communist movement, and has learnt
from it, while never copying it, or applying it me-
chanically. Dogmatism has always been alien to the
Party of Labour. While defending Marxism-Le-
ninism with determination, it has at the same time
made its invaluable contribution to its enrichment
through summing up, on sound scientific bases, of
its consistent struggle of principle for national and
social liberation, for the construction of socialism,
of its struggle against imperialism and modern re-
visionism, Titoite, Khrushchevite, Eurocommunist
and Chinese, etc. It has always considered the
struggle against imperialism and revisionism as its
permanent internationalist duty which it has car-
ried out and will continue to carry out with un-
wavering consistency through to the end.

The colossal work of Comrade Enver Hoxha
and the Central Committee and other party forums
(the 1st Consultative Meeting of Activists of the
CPA, the Extraordinary Conference of the CPA,
and especially the 1st National Conference of the
CPA) for the working out of the revolutionary ge-
neral line of the Communist Party of Albania, based
on the fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism,
in keeping with the specific internal and external
conditions of the National Liberation War, etc runs
all through the book «When the Party Was Born».
Although couched in the form of personal memoirs,
the exposition of situations, the description of
events, of meetings and discussions, are remarkable
for their specific scientific class analysis, for their
correct assessment of wvarious contradictions, for
their clear definition of aims and tasks. From No-
vember 8, 1941 onwards, the line of the Party of
Labour has been always correct. It has reflected
the fundamental demands of the various stages of
the revolution in Albania. The correctness of this
line has been proved and is still being proved by
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the daily revolutionary practice, the magnificent
revolutionary transformations of socialist Albania,
the development of international situations.

In the book «When the Party Was Born» a spe-
cial place is devoted to the memoirs of the founding
of the Communist Youth of Albania on November
23, 1941. In them is expressed the love of the new
Communist Party of Albania for the younger gene-
ration, its paternal care of the organization, unity
and mobilization of the youth in the National Li-
beration War, ils great faith in the revolutionary
forces of the youth, its deep conviction that, in those
difficult times, the youth, as the powerful support
of the Party, would place itself in the forefront of
the revolutionary battles, «in order to free itself of
the mediaeval chains of fascist slavery and build
a new life of progress, culture, and happiness», in
«steel-like union of will and heart with the Party».

At the founding meeting and all the other
meetings of that time, especially at the Consultative
Meeting of Activists of the CPA, the Party set the
strengthening of its ties with the masses as a task
of first-rate importance and as an indispensable
condition for the unity and mobilization of the people
in the anti-fascist war and for the victory in this
war. Comrade Enver Hoxha acquaints us with the
difficulties that had to be overcome for the imple-
mentation of this task, not only due to fascist ter-
ror and demagogy, but also to the sectarian and
localist spirit, to the mistaken liberal-opportunist
mentality of the groups and the hostile activity of
the Trotskyites within and without the Party. Of
great historical and contemporary value are Com-
rade Enver Hoxha’s memoirs about the methods
and forms of work of the Party at that time to link

up with the masses and convince them of the cor-
rectnes of its political line.

It succeeded because it made the masses aware
of the aims of the struggle, the difficulties they
had to overcome and the sacrifices they had to
make, because it always told them the truth; it
never divorced its words from its deeds, it linked
always agitation work with concrete actions. The
personal example of the communists and the com-
munist youth who defied every danger, who stood
firm in the face of tortures, who never gave out
their comrades, who, before the gallous of the fas-
cist hangmen called, «Long Live the CP of Alba-
nial», «Long live free Albanial», «Down with fas-
cism!», educated an entire people and youth with
all the qualities of the revolutionary and ardently
patriotic communist. Through their very close spi-
ritual ties with the city poor and the patriotic pea-
santry, the communists became unseizable, escaped
the spies and avoided the attacks of the enemies,
coping with every situation, no matter how much
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the enemy tried to make it difficult for them. The
strength of the Party rested on its close ties with
the masses. This is where its invincible power lies
today, too.

The struggle of Party of Labour against grou-
pings, factions, deviators, splitters, traitors, agents
of the bourgeoisie, the Yugoslav, Khrushchevite,
and Chinese revisionists, ranging from Anastas Lu-
la, Sadik Premte, Koci Xoxe and Tuk Jakova to
Beqir Balluku, Abdyl Kéllezi and others represents
a rich experience not only of the profondly revolu-
tionary vigilance, but especially of the profoundly
principled stand of the Party, of its Marxist-Lenin-
ist proletarian partisanship. Without this strug-
gle, without purging its ranks of the anti-party ele-
ments and without condemning betrayal, the Party
would not be what it is today, there would be no
free life in Albania and happiness in our fami-
lies.

«The Party of Labour,» writes Comrade Enver
Hoxha in his memoirs, «has been in the heat of
the war and placed itself entirely in the service
of the war, taking over the leadership of the people
and, thanks to its correct line, leading with courage
and wisdom the people towards the sure final vic-
tory.» In his memoirs on the 1st National Confe-
rence of the Communist Party of Albania, Comrade
Enver Hoxha speaks in detail about this great aim.

It came to this Conference with a rich balance
of victories, as a party purged of factionalists and
splitters, with wnity in its ranks, as a Party which
«had affirmed and was ever more affirming itself
as the sole political force capable and determined
to lead the people towards the liberation of the
country and the realization of all their centuries-
old aspirations», as a Party which had struck deep
roots all over the country, and «was working as an
organized and conscious mechanism from the centre
to the base», as a Party recognised by the Comin-
tern precisely because it had worked out and fol-
lowed a correct line.

Two chapters of the book deal with the strug-
gle of the Party for the unity of its ranks against
the liquidatory factionalist Trotskyite and plotting
trend of the enemies of the Party, A. Lula and S.
Premte. The pages in which Comrade Enver Hoxha’s
confrontation, with the Blind, his exposure of the
antiparty and sabotaging views and activities of the
former chiefs of the Youth Group at the Extra-
ordinary Conference, his work in the Vlora region
for the liquidation of the faction, etc. are described,
show us the emergence of another feature of our
Party, one of its most important features, namely,
its irreconcilable struggle of principle to defend as
the apple of the eye its organizational and ideolo-
gical unity, its revolutionary implementation of
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Marxist-Leninist. principles and norms in its inner
life. The further development of events proved the
great historic role the decisions of this conference
were to play for the all-round strengthening of the
CPA as a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party,
for the organization to the National Liberation
Army and the victory of the anti-fascist war and
the triumph of the new people’s state power.

The communists of the first hour, who in the
heavy conditions of the «occupation winter», as it is
written in the book, have opened their doors and
hearts to the illegal communists, fearless people who
are always ready to share their last piece of bread
with the sons and daughters of Albania who are
fighting for a sacret cause, are vividly described in
the pages of the book. All these communist heroes
or common people are described with great mastery,
endowed with common features which, at the same
time, are not lacking in individuality. Here an
epithet, there a comparison, or an intimate detail
render everyone of them vividly alive, as they were
in reality and as the people knew them in those
difficult times. We are introduced to Vasil Shanto,
looking at people lovingly with «his beautiful sweet
blue eyes with a golden glitter», to Qemal «very
young and at the same time very mature», who
found time to tell humorous stories and jokes to
Mother Bije Vokshi, to Hysni Kapo, «prudent, mea-
sured in his words and ardent in his love for the
Pariy», with an acute and sound judgement and with
a thin clean face,... light and quick in his gestures»,
«loyal to the Party and the people to the death», to
heroic and faithful Mehmet Shehu, in his whole life
devoted to the Party and its ideals, an old partisan,
a fighter of Republican Spain, a member of the «Ga-
ribaldi» International Brigade, and many other im-
mortal sons and daughters of the Party and people.
With great precision and power of expression he also
portrays such enemies as Anastas Lula «the bes-
pectacled snake», «the man of the night», «the man
of treachery and intrigues» «the tricky make-char-
mer like the Indian fakirs», Koco Tashko, «the
synthesis of the petty-bourgeois», etc towards whom
one feels only indignation and contempt.

This is very valuable gift Comrade Enver Hoxha
presents the communists and the entire Albanian
working people in the jubilee year of the 40th anni-
versary of the founding of the Party of Labour and
its 8th Congress, for this outstanding contribution of
great value, for an ever deeper insight into the
history of the Party, for the education of the people
in the ideals of communism and for the powerful
inspiration it gives us in our struggle for the cons-
truction and defence of the complete socialist society
on the Marxist-Leninist road led by our glorious
Party of Labour.



MEHMET SHEHU

Volume One of the Selected Works of Comrade
Mehmet Shehu, Member of the Political Bureau of the
CC of the PLA and Chairman of the Council of Ministers
of the PSR of Albania, came off the press in mid-May,

The publication of the Selected Works
of Comrade Mehmet Shehu was under-
taken by the Institute of Marxist-Lenin-
ist Studies by decision of the Cen-
tral Committe of the PLA.

These Works are connected with the
revolutionary life and struggle of Com-
rade Mehmet Shehu, as one of the main
leaders of the Party, of the Anti-fascist
National Liberation War, of the so-
cialist state and the Albanian people.

Volume one comprises speeches, let-
ters, instructions, syntheses of the tac-
tics of partisan warfare and other
writings of the period 1942-1944.

These writings are characterized by
Comrade Mehmet Shehu's devotion to
the Party. to the people, to the cause
of the revolution, his determination
to implement the revolutionary poli-
tical line of the Party, the teachings
of Comrade Enver Hoxha for national
and social liberation, for the unity of
the people around the Party in the Na-
tional Liberation Front, for the orga-
nization and development of the gene-
wal uprising of the people, for the or-
ganization and establishment of the
people’s state power.

In all the activity of Comrade
Mehmet Shehu, as emerges from the
writings published in this volume, stand
out his spirit of proletarian principles,
his ideological and political farsighted-
ness. his revolutionary maturity and
courage, his concern about and devotion
to the partisan fighters, his subordi-
nates, the masses of the people, his
spirit of collaboration with his fellow-
fighters, his intransigence towards the
enemies.

These materials throw light on his
resolute stand and struggle for the de-
fence of the line of the Party, for the
exrposure and defeat of the many at-
tempts made by the enemies, begin-
ning with the Italian fascists and the

German nazis, the Ballists, the Zogists




and other quislings, down to the men
of Sadik Premte (a traitor to the Party)
who endeavoured

and his faction,

to denigrate this line, to divorce the
people from the Party and from the
National Liberation War.

Being a political leader, first of all,
Comrade Mehmet Shehu has also sig-

nalled himself as a military leader, as

a «talented legendary general~», as Com-

rade Enver Hoxha has described him.
The

prise,

writings of wvolume one com-

among others, two important
wurks of Comrade Mehmet Shehu on
the tactics of partisan warfare, in which,
on the basis of the teachings of the
Party and the instructions of the Ge-

neral Staff, the military experience of

the partisan formations, especially of
the 1st Shock Brigade and later of the
Ist Shock Division, is summed up. The
first work was written in February 1944,
and the second, which develops on the
former, in August of the same year. His
theoretical teachings on partisan war-
fare, which are included in these works,
retain their value to this day.




PERFECTION
OF SOCIALIST RELATIONS
IN THE PSR OF ALBANIA .

The PLA and the socialist state, over all their

activity for the construction of socialist society, have never slipped

either into the positions of vulgar

«economic materialism» which raises the role of the forces

of production to an absolute fetish,

or into the positions

of voluntarism which underrates these forces. They have been created
as two aspects of the same socialist production,

which are organically linked with each other, but which,

however, are two distinctly different things, both due to the role
and the functions they have and the fields and problems they involve

IN THE ANALYSIS AND EVALUATION OF THE RESULTS ACHIEVED
IN THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE PSR OF ALBANIA
ON THE SOCIALIST ROAD IN THE YEARS OF THE PEOPLE'S POWER,
ESPECIALLY IN SUCH HISTORICAL MOMENTS AS IS THE 40th ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA, IN
COMPARING THESE RESULTS WITH THE SITUATION IN THE PAST, AS
WELL AS THE NEW HORIZONS OPENED UP BY THE 7th FIVE-YEAR PLAN

(1981-1986),

BLEMS_OF THE SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

THE CORRECT TREATMENT OF THE FUNDAMENTAL PRO-

IN THE PSR OF ALBANIA

EMERGE CLEARLY BO’I‘B ON ’I'HE THBORET]CAL AND ON THE PRACTICAL

PLANE.

One of the fundamental questions
connected with it is the construction
of the economic base of socialism, the
creation of the single socialist system
of the economy, which was achieved
during the epoch of the socialist revo-
lution and construction. The liquida-
tion of the fundamental antagonistic
contradiction between the social cha-
racter of the forces of production and
the private mode of appropriation of
production, the liquidation of the ex-
ploiting classes and of the exploita-
tion of man by man, the establishment
HASAN BANJA — Professor, director

of the Institute of Economic Studies of
the Academy of Sciences of the PSRA.

of the new relations of production,
the creation of the new social class
structure and superstructure of social-
ist society — all this opened up unli-
mitted possibilities for the rapid rate
development of the forces of produc-
tion.

With the completion of the construc-
tion of the economic base of socialism,
which has been carried out long before,
Albania entered the new historical
stage of the complete construction of
socialist society and is developing along
this road. This stage is characterized
by a complexity of material and spiri-
tual transformations which find their
expression in the rapid rates of deve-

lopment of the forces of production
for the construction of the adequate
material-technical base of socialism,
in the deepening of the technical-scien-
tific revolution, in the transformation
of Albania into an industrial-agrarian
country and, at a later stage, an indus-
trial country with advanced agricultu-
re, in the constant improvement and
revolutionization of the socialist rela-
tions of production, in the consolida-
tion of the social-class structure of so-
cialist society, bringing the working
class closer to the cooperativist peasan-
try and the people’s intelligentsia, in
the narrowing of the essential dis-
tinctions between town and country-
side, between mental and physical la-
bour, and in the all-round deepen-
ing of the socialist revolution in the
fields of ideology and culture.

In a small country, like Albania,
which has come out of deep technical,
economic and social backwardness, and
which is working to build socialism in
the difficult conditions of the imper-
ialist-revisionist economic encirclement
and blockade, relying completely on its
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own forces, this complex of transfor-
mations ranges over a relatively long
historical period.

In this complex of transformations
and revolutionary development an im-
portant place is occupied by the acti-
vity of the PLA and the socialist state
of Albania to constantly improve the
socialist relations of production, to see
to it that they play ever better their
historical role in the development of
the forces of production and of the
whole socialist society. The relations
of production have always been treated
as an element which is just as impor-
tant as the forces of production for
the development of the social pro-
duction. Marx has written that in or-
der to produce people enter definite
relationships, and only on the basis of
and through these social relationships,
they operate on nature, i e production
takes place.

It is for this reason that the PLA
and the socialist state, over all their
activity for the construction of so-
cialist society, have never slipped either
into the positions of vulgar «economic
materialism» which raises the role of
the forces of production to an abso-
lute fetish, or into the positions of
voluntarism which underrates these
forces. They have been treated as two
aspects of the same socialist mode of
production, which are organically linked
with each other, but which, how-
ever, are two distinctly different things
both due to the role and the func-
tions they have and the fields and
problems they involve.

In the PSR of Albania, the socialist
relations of production are constantly
improved as a whole, both as a system
and in all the specific fields: in the

relations of ownership, in the relations
of exchange, and in the relations of
distribution.

The process of the improvement of
the relations of ownership in both
forms: state socialist property and co-
operativist property, which underlie the
foundations of the socialist relations
of production, has primary importance.
State socialist ownership of the means
of production is the main form of pro-
perty in Albania. It was created as a
result of the socialist nationalization of
the main means of production and cir-
culation — formerly owned by foreign
capital and the local bourgeoisie in in-
dustry, in agriculture, in construction,
in transport and in the other branches
of the economy, as well as a result of
the nationalization of the banks and
credit institutions. At present the so-
cialist state sector accounts for four-
fifths of the global social product. The
cooperativist socialist property was
created as a result of the cooperation
of the former small producers of the
town and especially of the country-
side (tradesmen, poor and middle pea-
sants). Today this form of ownership
exists only in the countryside, and in-
cluding the contribution of the per-
sonal plot of the cooperativists, in 1979
the sector comprised in this type of
property accounted for nearly three-
fourths of the global agricultural pro-
duction. The features they have in com-
mon are consolidated and the distinc-
tions existing between them are cons-
tantly narrowed down, so that coope-
property in the countryside
comes over closer to, until it becomes
one with, the property of the entire

rativist

people.

Socialist state property, which com-
prises all the branches of the economy,
has the main place and plays the deci-
sive role in the development of pro-
perty; it contributes to the creation of
the bulk of the means of production,
the social product, the realization of na-
tional income and socialist accumula-
tion, both of which serve as the basis
for extended socialist reproduction. In
1979 socialist state property produced
70 per cent of the national income.
The development and strengthening of
the role of this type of property is
carried out in breadth and depth, in
organic connection with the develop-
ment of the material factors of the
forces of production. The basis of this
development comprises the extension
and modernization of the socialist pro-
duct, the raising of labour produc-
tivity, the increase of the fund of ac-
cumulation, especially of that part of
it which goes to the expansion of pro-
duction. In the period 1951-1979 an esti-
mated 61 per cent of the total fund of
accumulation realized in the state sec-
tor was utilized for the increase of
the main means of production, 13 per
cent was utilized for the increase of
the non-productive means, and the re-
maining 26 per cent was utilized for
the increase of other funds. Another,
more concentrated expression of the de-
velopment of socialist state property
in breadth is the increment of the so-
cial product and of the national wealth
as a whole. In this, an important part
is played by fundamental investments.
Distribution of investments with first
priority to the productive sphere — 81
per cent, and especially to the deve-
lopment of industry — an average of
49.3 per cent, has been and remains
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one of the distinguishing features of
the economic policy and of the rapid-
rate development of the socialist state
property.

This form of ownership has deve-
loped in depth, too. The degree of the
economic effectiveness of the utiliza-
tion of its objects has increased, the
process of concentration, specialization
and cooperation of production has
been deepened, the ratio between the
production of the tools of work as
against the production of the objects
of work has been improved in favour
of the former, etc. In 1978 the produc-
tion of the tools of work against total
production increased to 11.3 per cent.
against 9.1 per cent it was in 1974 and
4.2 per cent in 1960.

The socialist cooperativist property,
which accounts for an important part
of the agricultural production of the
country and of the socialist fund of
accumulation, develops and is strength-
ened ceaselessly parallel with the
socialist state property. The source of
the strengthening of this type of pro-
perty is the work of the cooperativists
and the product created by them, as
well as the all-round assistance of the
socialist state. The socialist cooperativ-
ist property has a transitional character.
In the process of its development, it
constantly strengthens its socialist cha-
racter and tends towards its gradual de-
velopment into a property of the entire
people. This is a long and all-round pro-
cess of transformation of a socio-eco-
nomic technical-organizational and ideo-
logical character, which is guided in
a conscious and organized manner by
the PLA and the socialist state, in the
concrete historical conditions of our
country.

This process goes on over the entire
first phase of communist society, in-
volving the careful preparation of the
necessary conditions for it, without
waiting for them to achieve complete
maturity on a national scale. The in-
creased degree of socialization of the
cooperativist property and the prepara-
tion of the conditions for bringing it
closer to and transforming it into the
property of the entire people, is rea-
lized in Albania in several ways and

forms. Historically this has begun
with the enlargement of agricultural
cooperatives, through the merger of
the existing cooperatives set up on a
village basis; with the transformation
into state property of artisan coope-
ratives, of consumer and buyer-and-
seller cooperatives in 1970; with the
partial and limited transformation of
some cooperatives and villages direct-
ly into state farms. Today our coun-
try counts a total of 423 agricultural
cooperatives, against 1,484 in 1960 and
643 in 1970. They comprise 253,000 co-
operativist families, with an acreage
of arable land totalling 542,000 hec-
tares (i e and average of 1,281 hectares
of arable land per cooperative).

The process of the increasing social-
ization of cooperativist property in the
Albanian village is carried out through
the method of setting up higher type
cooperatives, beginning from 1971-
1972. The higher type cooperatives
function on the basis of the group
property, with all the relations of ex-
change and distribution deriving from
this type of property. However, they
stand apart from the other agricultural
cooperatives in regard to the partici-
pation of the state with fundamental
investments, mainly with the means
of production, and in regard to the
form of remuneration of their members,
which is done on the basis of the
work-norm rather than of the work-
day. The setting up of such coope-
ratives represents a creative develop-
ment of the Marxist-Leninist theory
and of the practice of the construc-
tion of socialism in the countryside,
based on the strengthening of the group
property, bringing it closer to and gra-
dually transforming it into the property
of the entire people. Comrade Enver
Hoxha has clearly charted this road
and determined its contents. Speak-
ing to the 6th Congress of the Party
in 1971, he said: «The immediate aim
of this measure is to achieve a more
rapid development of agriculture in
our country’s most fertile fields and
to ensure a stable increase of produc-
tion of those agricultural and livestock
products of which our people’s economy
stands in greatest need. On the other
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hand, these cooperatives will represent
a higher level of socialization of the
property of the group, bringing it
closer to the property of the whole peo-
ple.»

The higher type cooperatives (41 all
told) account for an important part
of the agricultural economy of the
country, and more precisely, 22 per
cent of the arable land, nearly 20 per
cent of the labour force and popu-
lation, and about 34 per cent of the
main means of the cooperativist sector.
In 1979 they turned out 25 per cent
of the bread grain, more than 50 per
cent of the rice, and cotton, 47 per
cent of the sugar-beet, 26 per cent
of the sunflower, 31 per cent of the
milk, 25 per cent of the meat, as well
as 26-51 per cent of all the agricultural
and livestock production of the coope-
rativist sector, as a whole. In 1979 the
incomes of these cooperatives increased
17 per cent against the level of 1975.

The results achieved and the expe-
rience up till now confirm the correct-
ness of the directive of the PLA about
the setting up of such cooperatives, as
the highest degree of socialization of
the group property in the village and
as the only effeclive way for their
gradual transformation into the pro-
perty of the entire people. With the
level they have reached in the deve-
lopment of the forces of production,
the yields they take and the incomes
they realize, these cooperatives have
drawn quite close to and some of them
have even become identical with the
state farms. The transformation of
some of them, in the near future, into
state farms is a process which is ma-
turing as a result of the economic de-
velopment of these cooperatives them-
selves. As the experience to date has
shown, the process of the transforma-
tion of some of the cooperatives into
state farms will be carried out when
they meet some requirements and on
the basis of some specific economic
criteria, at the time when the higher
type cooperatives have arrived at the
stage that, for some years in succes-
sion, they reach such a level of high
and stable yields of agricultural ana
livestock production as averages the
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mean level of the state farms; when
the level of pay for work-norm and
for each hand comes near to the aver-
age wages of the workers of the state
farms: when the norm of accumulation
and the fund of accumulation reach
such a level that the cooperative can
ensure sufficient and ever increasing
funds for extended socialist reproduc-
tion, which are utilized ever more ef-
fectively by the socialist state. In any
case, as the Constitution of the PSR
of Albania poinis out, the transforma-
tion of the group property of the vil-
lage into the property of the whole
people will be carried out always with
the conviction and the free will of
the members and the approval of the
socialist state.

The experience gained in the work
for the setting up of the higher type
cooperatives and the results obtained
show that they are the correct form
of the continuous development and con-
solidation of the cooperativist order,
of bringing closer and transforming
group property into the property of the
entire people. This road will be fol-
lowed in the future, too, in regard to
the other common cooperatives, which
meet the conditions to be transformed
into higher type cooperatives.

In the field of further perfecting the
relations of property, the measures
adopted in the PSR of Albania for the
constant narrowing of the cooperativ-
ists’ personal plots, have played an
important role. The cooperativists’ per-
sonal plots are a temporary economic
phenomenon in socialism, which was
born at the same time as the coope-
rativist order in agriculture, and with
the exception of the land, which is
socialist state property, it is a special
form of personal property in socialism.
The existence of the cooperativists’ per-
sonal plots is connected with the level
of development of the forces of pro-
duction, with its possibilities to fulfil
the needs of the cooperativists’ fami-
lies with agricultural and livestock pro-
ducts. Since its creation, the coopera-
tivists" personal plots have been re-
garded as an auxiliary complementary
factor of a transient character. The
objects they comprise are the products

grown in them, which the socialist
society gives the members of agricul-
tural cooperatives, only for their per-
sonal use, a definite number of live-
stock and livestock products. The size
of these plots, which is always deter-
mined according to the provisions of
the Constitution of agricultural coope-
ratives, has been gradually reduced. On
this problem, the PLA and the socialist
state have taken account of the con-
tradictory nature of the personal plot,
of its double aspect in socio-eco-
nomic relations. On the one hand, the
relations created in connection with the
personal plot are socialist, because they
are determined by the socialist cha-
racter of the land ownership, by the
development of the plot in the frame-
work of the socialist collective economy
and by its destination as an auxiliary
means to fulfil the needs of the coope-
rativist family for personal consump-
tion. On the other hand, the socio-
economic relations stemming from this
form of personal property are also cha-
racterized by the existence of leftovers
from the small-scale private property,
which infect the cooperativists with
the psychology of the small holder and
personal benefit.

It is for these reasons that in Alba-
nia the personal plot of the coopera-
tivists has been allowed to exist, pro-
vided it serves exclusively as a com-
plementary source to fulfil the needs
of the cooperativists for the various
products they grow in it, while at the
same time not allowing it to dege-
nerate into privale property and a
market economy. From the year 1946
up till today, the size of the per-
sonal plot has been gradually reduced
in harmony with the development and
strengthening of the socialist property
and the collective property in the coun-
tryside, and in particular, parallel with
the increase of production and income
realized through collective work in
the agricultural cooperative, parallel
with the ever better fulfilment of the
needs of the cooperativist families with
agricultural and livestock products by
the agricultural cooperatives them-
selves. In 1979 the per capita annual in-
come of the cooperativist family from
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work in the common economy, in-
creased 40 per cent, and in some dis-
tricts 2 or even 3 times as much,
against the 1965 level. Today the agri-
cultural cooperatives meet 50 per cent
of the needs of their members for
vegetables, over 90 per cent of their
needs for white beans, over 80 per cent
of their needs for potatoes, and so on.
An important step ahead is the herd-
ing together of the livestock for-
merly raised in the personal plots of
the cooperativists, which has created
very favourable conditions for live-
stock raising, for increasing produc-
tivity, for increasing the number of
people engaged in collective work, for
a more regular supply of the coope-
rative members with milk, meat and
other livestock products in village
shops. Up to the end of 1980 the herd-
ing together of the livestock involved
52 per cent of all the small livestock
raised in the personal plots of the co-
operativists.

In these conditions, the peasants have
taken measures on their own initiative
for the further reduction of their per-
sonal plots and the herding together
of the livestock. The application of the
measures intended for the herding
together of the livestock and the fur-
ther reduction of the personal plots,
which is still going on in the PSR
of Albania, will be accompanied with
a further strengthening of the socio-
economic relations in the countryside,
which will on their part help increase
the care for the cooperativist property,
in struggle against the psychology and
feelings of the small-scale private
owner, for the increase of the social
product, etc. ‘As such, these are im-
portant measures of an ideological, eco-
nomic and social character, for the
constant reduction of the personal plot,
the gradual extinction of this element,
which eventually, when the conditions
necessary for this are ripe, will be
brought nearer to and merge with the
socialist cooperativist property.

An important field in which the
ceaseless improvement of the socialist
relations of production in the PSR of
Albania is most evident, is that
of the economic activity of exchange.
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Exchange relations are of great impor-
tance, because they serve as a con-
necting link between the production
and the distribution of the material
goods. Economic relations of exchange
are very wide-ranging, comprising the
economic relations between the two
classes of socialist society, among enter-
prises, and the different spheres and
branches of the economy. These rela-
tions in our country are realized
through the supply of materials and
machinery and procurement of agri-
cultural production by the state
through its organs of commerce. An
important element of the relations of
exchange is the management and orga-
nization of the socialist economy, the
exchange of the experience and know-
ledge among the workers in the pro-
cess of work and social production.

The further improvement of the re-
lations of exchange in the PSR of Al-
bania has proceeded along two main
lines: the line of direct relations of
exchange between town and country-
side, without the intermediary of the
buying-and-selling relationship as well
as the line of circulation of goods — the
goods-money relationship, regulated by
means of the economic state plan. De-
veloping along these lines, great impro-
vements have been made in the re-
lations between town and country-
side. A number of important measures
in the field of fundamental invest-
ments have been taken by the socialist
state for the development of agricul-
ture, for land improvement schemes
and irrigation facilities, for strengthen-
ing the machine and tractor sta-
tions, for the increase of expenditure
from the state budget for the deve-
lopment of education, culture and the
health service in the countryside, for
the creation of the fund of social se-
curities for the cooperativists according
to a unified system, as well as for the
improvement of relations between the
cooperative and the state over the part
of cooperativist production destined for
society and which also goes to the
state in the form of net income.

In spite of their great importance,
the relations of production between
town and countryside, at the present

stage, have much to be improved upon
and this is achieved parallel with the
improvement of economic relations
through socialist commerce, the mate-
rial-technical supply system, the system
of procurements of agricultural and
livestock products, the price system,
elc.

Development on this road has led to
the implementation of important mea-
sures for the further improvement of
the system of prices and tariffs for the
work of the machine and tractor sta-
tions, of the system of differentinted
purchase prices for the agricultural
products turned out by the agricultural
cooperatives of the plains and the co-
cooperatives of the hilly-mountainous
zones, ete. In this direction, the system
of procurement and the transition to
a single system of procurement contracts
on the basis of the state plan, have
a positive influence. For the economic
relations to be strengithened and the
essential economic distinctions between
town and countryside, as well as be-
tween different zones to be further nar-
rowed, the state implements a policy
of differentiated prices in the purchase
of agricultural products from the co-
operatives. Thus prices for the bread
grain purchased from the mountain
cooperatives are 30 per cent higher
than those from the cooperatives of the
plains. Tariffs for the work of the ma-
chine and tractor stations are 33-35 per
cent and prices for chemical ferti-
lizers are 9-15 per cent lower for the
agricultural cooperatives of the moun-
tainous zones.

The relations of distribution occupy
an important place in the further im-
provement of socialist relations of pro-
duction in the PSR of Albania. This
aspect of the socialist relations of
production is connected with the distri-
bution of the global social product and
the distribution of the national income
amongst the classes of the socialist so-
ciety and amongst its members. Seen
in their complex, the relations of dis-
tribution in socialism comprise both
the distribution of the means of pro-
duction and the distribution of the
consumer goods. In the final analy-
sis, they find their concrete expression
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in the distribution of the national in-
come into accumulation fund and con-
sumption fund. These are two impor-
tant fields for the improvement of the
relations of distribution. A fair ratio
has been established in the distribu-
tion of the social product allocated for
the replacment of the means of pro-
duction depreciated in the process of
production, for expansion of the pro-
duction of the productive sphere, for
maintenance and development of the
non-productive sphere, for the increas-
ing of reserves, etc as well as for
the creation ol the product for oneselfl
and its distribution amongst the mem-
bers of the cooperativist sociely accord-
ing to the requirements of the
of distribution according to the
quantity of the work

law
quality and
done.

The distribution of the product for
oneself amongst the members of so-
cialist society on the basis of the qua-
lity and quantily of the work done by
each, has continuously improved. As a
consequence, it has become a more and
more powerful means for the growth
ol production, for the increase of labour
productivity, for the improvement of
quality and for the lowering of expen-
diture of production. Every new step
forward in the improvement of the
relations of distribution is considered
in relation to the degree that remune-
ration of work reflects the quantity
and quality of the work done for a
given amount of social product, ir
relation to the degree the sphere of
activity of «bourgeois right» is re-
duced and the economic inequality be-
tween classes and groups of working
people of the town and countryside,
between mental and physical work,
is limited. As a consequence of the
measures adopted up till now the ratio
between lower and higher wages and
salaries has been reduced to 1 to 2, the
ratio between the salaries of directors
of enterprises and the average wages
of workers is 1 to 1.7, as against 1 to
25 and 1 to 2 that it was prior to
April 1, 1976, when these measures
were adopted.

Important measures have been taken
for the improvement of the system of
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wages, for a further reduction of ma-
terial incentives, for the cultural-pro-
fessional qualification of the working
people, for the categorization of work-
places, etc. In the years of the last
five-year plan the categorization of
work-places was instituted for the first
time and a more correct ratio between
qualified and unqualified work was
established. In the beginning of 1979
measures were adopted for the further
improvement of the form of remune-
ration according to the effective work-
days put in and the result achieved in
carrying out the tasks of the production
plan. This measure applies to the state
farms, too. For this purpose, appropriate
changes were made in the amount of
compensation, ranging from 10 per cent
to 20 per cent for the agricultural co-
operatives and about 5 per cent for the
state farms. These proportional in-
creases and reductions are directly
dependent on the realization of the
tasks of the plan.

However, analysis of the forms of
remuneration of work in the state and
conperativist sectors of the economy
has revealed weaknesses and short-
comings that stem from failure to im-
plement to the full extent the two
fundamental requirements of remunera-
tion, namely, the amount of work done
and its quality, whereby cases of han-
kering after quantity to the detriment
of quality and economic effectiveness
of production, are observed. The 8th
Plenum of the Central Committee of
the PLA held in June 1980 instructed
that the forms of work renumeration
should be improved further in all the
sectors of the economy, in order to en-
sure that the remuneration of work is

connected «... as closely as possible with
the results of work, with production
costs and the quality of production,
with the raising of labour productivity
and the further narrowing of the eco-
nomic distinctions between classes and
groups of working people.»

In the spirit of this orientation, begin-
ning from 1981, important measures
have been adopted in the field of work
remuneration, connecting it not only
with the quantity and quality of the
work done, but also with the direct
cost of production (including live work
and materialized work spent for this
purpose): making differentiations in
work pay not only according to the
degree of fulfilment of work-norms
but also according to the quality of
the finished products, taking account
of the standards, technical require-
ments, amount of utilization of mate-
rial, calorific power, active matter, etc;
making work remuneration dependent
on the [ulfilment of the production
plan and the efficiency of machinery
and technological equipment, etc. Like-
wise, various measures are being ap-
plied to make the salaries of the ma-
naging staff and the executive, tech-
nical-administrative personnel in the
state farm and agricultural cooperatives
dependent on the realization of the
plan in quantity, quality and cost, de-
termining the amount of surplus pay
or reduction of pay according to the
fulfilment of the above-mentioned
tasks.

The working people in our country
ensure the means of livelihood from
the fund of personal consumption as
well as from the fund of social con-
sumption. During the five-year period
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(1971-1976), 85.7 per cent of the total
fund of consumption went for personal
consumption, including the fund of
wages and remuneration of work. As
can be seen, personal consumption oe-
cupies an important place in the struc-
ture of distribution of the fund of con-
sumption. This fund is created from the
part of national income which is uti-
lized for the fulfilment of the daily
needs of the working people. From this
fund are created the material premises
for the emergence and development
of the elements of communist distribu-
tion. The social fund of consumption
is a source of complementary income
for the working people. Expenditure
for socio-cultural activities takes up
one fourth of the state budget. In 1979
the state spent for his purpose more
than one billion and 750 million leks, as
against 600 million leks in 1960. In
our country working people are
exempt from all taxes and impositions.
House rents occupy an average of 2-3
per cent of the average income. The
state meets 18-35 per cent of the ex-
penditure for the maintenance of
workers’ dining halls, 65 per cent of
the expenditure for the maintenance
of creches and kindergartens. In Alba-
nia, sale prices of consumer goods tend
to go down and be unified for the
whole country. In order to cope with
the ever increasing price rises for im-
port articles, the state lays out special
funds from its budgetary means, in
order to protect the well-being of the
people. In these conditions, both the
real pay and the real income of the
working people are guaranteed and
stable, and even on a whole tending to
rise within reasonable limits.
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ON JULY 10TH OF THIS JUBILEE YEAR OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE FOUNDING OF THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF ALBANIA AND OF ITS
8TH CONGRESS, THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE AND THEIR ARMED FORCES CE-
LEBRATE THE 38TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF THE PEOPLE'S
ARMY. OUR PEOPLE LINK UP THESE TWO IMPORTANT DATES, BECAUSE
THE LATTER COULD NOT HAVE COME INTO BEING WITHOUT THE FORMER,
BECAUSE THE CREATION OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF ALBANIA IS ONE OF
THE MONUMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PLA. THE PLA IS THE CRE-

ATOR, ORGANIZER, LEADER AND EDUCATOR OF THE ARMY.

In fact, the question of the organizat-
ion and development of the people’s
armed uprising was considered by the
Communist Party of Albania (today the
Party of Labour of Albania) to be the
main form of the struggle and the only
road towards the final victory over the
occupiers and the traitors. The meeting
of the communist groups for the for-
mation of the Party decided: «...to pre-
pare the people politlically and milita-
rily for a general armed uprising, in
a struggle embracing all the patriotic
and anti-fascist forces.» «Open war is
the only stand to be maintained against
the occupier... All Albanians must take
up arms and join the guerrillas fighting
for the defence of our soil. The guer-
rilla warfare must be the strongest ex-
pression of the determination of the Al-
banian people to liberate themselves
from fascist bondage and to live free...~
In this great issue, the Communist Party
of Albania was guided by the teachings
of Marxism-Leninism that the decisive
factor in the National Liberation War
is the internal factor, that without set-
ting up a real people's army, a revolu-
tionary army of the new type. which
emerges from the people and relies
powerfully on the people, there can be

FUAT CELIKU — Editor-in-chief of the
newspaper «Luftétari», organ of the
Ministry of People’'s Defence

no question of realizing the task of
smashing the military and political ap-
paratus of the invaders and traitors, of
annihilating their armed forces.

However, it was impossible for the
armed uprising to break out imme-
diately, for a people's revolutionary
army to be created all at once. This
would be achieved gradually, in the
heat of the mounting people's war.

The guerrilla units, which were set up
in the period 1941-1942 all over the
country, became the first schools of the
general armed uprising, the embryos of
the true national liberation movement.

The next step towards the organiza-
tion of the people's armed uprising and
the formation of the National Libera-
tion Army was the setting up of par-
tisan fighting units in the beginning
of 1942. The people’s masses saw in the
partisan units their own defenders. their
own army, therefore they gave them
unsparing aid, opened their hearts and
the doors of their huts to them, shared
even the last piece of bread and the
clothes they had with them. Parallel
with the setting up of partisan units,
the Party worked for the setting up
of the local commands in the liberated
areas, comprising local forces of self-
defence, volunteer units, which were
auxiliary reserve forces of the partisan
units.
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organism necessary

The Conference of Peza, which was
held on 16th September 1942, on the
initiative of the Communist Party of
Albania, and laid the foundations of
the unity of the Albanian people in a
single Front, gave a new impulse to
the National Liberation War. The Al-
banian people, without distinction as to
class, religion, political opinion, united
and formed regular partisan units in
their war against the fascist invader.
In this manner, the new Albanian army,
which was being formed in the heat
of the National Liberation War, grew
as a revolutionary people’s army, as
the loyal defender of the interests of
the workers and peasants, of the op-
pressed and poer. For the first time
in their history the people’s masses saw
in these formations their liberation
army.

The 1st National Conference of the
Communist Party of Albania held from
17th to 22nd of March 1943, which
gave instructions for the transition from
smaller units to battalions and larger
formations, for the organization of
regional and zone staffs, opened a new
slorious page in the realization of the
great program of the Party for the
preparation of the general armed upris-
ing and for the organization of the
National Liberation Army. It instructed,
at the same time, that work should
begin for the setting up of the party
organizations in the army, as well as
for the supply of the army with weapons
and ammunition, food and clothes, for
the application of the tactics of partisan
warfare, for the political training of
its fighters, etc. In deciding the orga-
nization of the National Liberation
Army, the Conference stressed that it

should be a regular army, which would
carry out major sirategic tasks: the li-
beration of the country and later the
defence of the new people’s power,
which was emerging from the ruins
of the old state power. The organi-
zation of this armv took account of the
concrete conditions of the country, rely-
ing on the revolutionary experience
of the armed struggle of the people
against fascism, on the fighting tra-
ditions and the long-rooted patriotic
feelings of the people. This army was
the main, though not the only, striking
force against the invaders and the trai-
tors. Along with it operated hundreds
of volunteer fighting units and bat-
talions of the villages, hundreds of guer-
rilla units in the occupied towns and
rural areas. In this manner, the great
revolutionary teaching on the arming
of all the insurgent forces of the peo-
ple was put into practice and the Na-
tional Liberation War assumed the cha-
racter of a real general armed uprising
of the people. In order to ensure the
popular and national liberation charac-
ter of the war, the Party charged the
communists to go to the masses — the
workers, peasants, the genuine patriots.
the anti-fascist vouth and women and
win them over to their side.

At the time when the partisan de-
tachments comprised about 10,000
fighters and the territorial units about
20,000 fighters, the Central Committee
of the Party decided that it was poss-
ible to set up the General Staff, as a
single organizational. political and ope-
rational centre for the direction of these
forces. The meeting of the General
Council of the National Liberation War,
which was held in Labinot of Elba-

the large-scale and radical implementation of the laws and rules
anteeing the triumph of the revolution

san, proclaimed the setling up of the
General Staff on July 10, 1943. Thus,
July 10, 1943 entered the history of
the Albanian people as the day of the
formation of the People’s Army and
marked the beginning of a new stage
in the war for the liberation of the
country — the stage of the people’s ge-
neral armed uprising. The plan worked
oul by the General Staff on the basis
of the directives of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, on the basis of the
tasks demanding solution and the num-
ber of the fighters, envisaged the cre-
ation of larger tactical-operational for-
mations, such as brigades and later
divisions and army-corps, which would
act according to a comprehensive stra-
tegic operational plan.

The National Liberation Army of Al-
bania, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has
described it, «grows like the small
snowball that rolled down the moun-
tain side and is transformed into an
irresistible avalanche that sweeps every-
thing on its way, shaking mountains and
plains like an earthquake.»

In October 1944, as a result of the
greal people’s war under the leadership
of the Party, the National Liberation
Army counted in its ranks 70,000
fighters, of whom 6,000 were women;
they nailed down 15 Italian and German
divisions, putting out of action 70,000
enemy troops — Kkilled, wounded and
captured. After liberating the whole
country with their own forces, educated
in the lofty spirit of internationalist aid
by the Party, part of these forces went
to fight shoulder to shoulder with the
Albanian brothers of Kosova, Macedo-
nia and Montenegro and with the Yugo-
slav partisans for the liberation of the
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Yugoslav territory from the German
nazis.

The final victory was achieved with
the blood of the 28,000 martyrs, the
best sons and daughters of the Al-
banian people, with the destruction of
great material and cultural values, which
ranks Albania, relative to the size of its
territory and its population, among the
most active participants in the anti-
fascist coalition.

From the time of the formation of
the first partisan detachments until the
present-day structural organization of
the Armed Forces of Albania — which
presuposes the armament and intensive
training of the whole people for defence
— 40 years have passed, and the more
time goes by the more brilliant looks the
work of the PLA and of the Commander-
in-Chief of the People-s Army of Al-
bania, Comrade Enver Hoxha. Initially,
the creation of the army, and later
the development and modernization of
its forces, was a great achievement in
the military field, it was, further more,
a great political victory for the PLA —
a victory of extreme historical impor-
tance for the destinies of the Albanian
people and the revolution in Albania.
By creating the People’s Army, the
PLA solved one of its most difficult and
decisive tasks. It created the organism
necessary for the development of the
revolutionary armed uprising, for the
large-scale and radical implementation
of the laws and rules of this uprising,
as a fundamental condition to guaran-
teeing the triumph of the revolution.

During the Anti-fascist National Li-
beration War — the most glorious war
in the history of our people, the PLA
not only guided its own brain-child —
the National Liberation Army, with
great foresight, but also educated it in
the brilliant traditions of the people.
The Marxist-Leninist line and program
of the Party, both during the war and
today, have tempered our army into
an army of lofty moral-political vir-
tues, have imbued it with revolutionary
fighting qualities, such as unshaken
confidence in its own forces and in
victory over any enemy, its spirit of
offensive, its courage, heroism, and un-
bounded hatred against the enemy, its
selflessness and unyielding spirit, its
revolutionary drive, its conscious steel
discipline, its initiative and creative spi-
rit. The Party has seen the task of
strengthening these qualities as an im-

portant political and military factor in
order to cope with the superiority of
an eventual enemy superior in numbers
and weapons and to come off victorious
over it.

After Liberation, giving priority 1o
the problems of defence, the PLA at-
tached particular attention to the
growth, strengthening, and moderniza-
tion of the new army of the Albanian
people, as a revolutionary army educated
in a profoundly class spirit.

The Party has carried out its task
of creating, organizing, and moderniz-
ing the People’s Army through fierce
class struggle against the internal and
external enemies. From the beginning
of its existence it has had to expose
and refute not only the bourgeois views
on the building of the army, but also to
combat with determination the opportu-
nist theorizings of the modern revi-
sionists and their interference over these
questions. Contrary to their anti-Marx-
ist theses, which almost ruled out the
need for the existence of our army, and
which called on our army to rely on
foreign models, the Party of Labour of
Albania and Comrade Enver Hoxha
examined with great foresight the pers-
pectives ol development of the socialist
revolution in Albania and adopted a
consistent Marxist-Leninist policy, ac-
companied with a number of measures
for the strengthening of the People's
Army, as the continuator and direct
successor of the National Liberation
Army of Albania, for its equipment
with modern armaments, for the per-
fectioning of its structure, for the all-
round military and technical training
of its officers and men, for their ideo-
political and military education. All the
measures adopted by the PLA for the
revolutionization of the army in the
various stages of the development of
the socialist revolution, have had the
fundamental objective of further streng-
thening and revolutionizing the army
and safeguarding its purity, so that it
remains always a loyval weapon of the
Party and the people, a political army
of the new type, a sharp-edged weapon
of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

In the course of the consistent imple-
mentation of the teachings of Marxism-
Leninism on the army and defence in
the concrete conditions of the socialist
construction in Albania and the Alba-
nian reality, the Party laid the bases and
worked out scientifically the prin-
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ciples of the Military Art of the People’s
War, which is the unshakeable ground
work for the organization of the in-
vincible defence of the Homeland.

The Party explained clearly to the
people that just as they won freedom
through bloodshed and sacrifices,
through the muzzle of the gun. so they
must defend it with the gun, with
bloodshed and sacrifices, that socialism
is built by holding the pick-axe in
one hand and the rifle in the other.
The defence of the Homeland and the
saleguarding of the gains of the revo-
lution, says Comrade Enver Hoxha, de-
mand that our army should always
remain strong, closely linked with the
working people — an army led by the
Party, politically and ideologically tem-
pered, having assimilated the Marxist-
Leninist military art, equipped with mo-
dern weapons, ready to cope with any
enemy. In implementing the teachings
of Comrade Enver Hoxha, today we
have a strong, disciplined army, ready
to cope with any aggression.

The PLA is the sole leader of the
entire life and activity of the People’s
Army. The principle of the leadership
of the Party in the army has been and
remains the main guarantee of all the
victories of the army. The People's
Army of Albania is a politically orien-
tated army, it is educated by the Party
with the Marxist-Leninist ideo-
logy, with the principles of the far-
sighted party policy, with the laws of
the revolution, the revolutionary modern
art of people’s war, with the deep
feelings of proletarian internationalism,
etc. Without the leadership of the Party
the Army could not have its pronounced
political character of today, could not
have retained its revolutionary class
conteni, could not have carried out its
arduous but glorious task of liberating
the Homeland, of defending the so-
cialist Homeland and the gains of the
people’s revolution, the dictalorship of
the proletariat in Albania. The Party
has always been the soul of the Army,
the brain which guides it on the right
road, the life-giving force which makes
it invincible. It has been and will al-
ways be the revolutionary force, al-
ways on the ascedancy, in the whole
life of the country and in the army.

Controlling the problems of the de-
fence, being in command, the Party
enhances and intensifies the popular
and proletarian character of the Army,



ALBANIA TODAY

ensures the education of its officers and
men in a lofty party spirit, with con-
scious discipline, with the principle of
placing politics and the interests of the
people in command, the principle of self-
reliance, etc. The Marxist law is that
the existence of revolutionary army is
connected with the direction by a Marx-
ist-Leninist party. It cannot carry out
its great mission whether in time of
peace or in time of war, without the
leadership of this party. The leadership
of the Party in the army is the main
guarantee against the occurring in Al-
bania of what happened in the Soviet
Union and the other revisionist coun-
tries in which the armies have degene-
rated into militarist, chauvinist, aggres-
sive, anti-popular armies, into enemies
and grave-diggers of the dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the
other peoples. Speaking at the 7th Con-
gress of the PLA, Comrade Enver Hoxha
said: «Leadership by the revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party is the decisive
condition for the existence of a peo-
ple’'s army, and the organization and
direction of the defence of the socialist
Homeland. Only the leadership of such
a party makes the army a conscious and
reliable weapon of the revolution and
the dictatorship of the proletariat.»
The entire life and activity of the
People’s Army of Albania is inseparable
from the objectives of the policy of
the Party, The army sees the line and
directives of the Party as a great source
of strength, as a dialectical law in its dy-
namism, which drives it ahead towards
its further tempering in the ideo-poli-
tical and technical-professional fields.
The effective of the army, inspired by
the example of the communists, put all
their hearts and minds to the work for
the implementation of the decisions of
the Party on time and with high quality.
In everything they do, in every action
they take, the Albanian armymen
always place the Marxist-Leninist line
of the Party in the centre of their at-
tention. With the name of their Party
on their lips the partisans fell heroically
in the battlefield, and again with the
name ol their Party on their lips our
new men throw themselves, with all
their mental and physical energies, into
the battles for the socialist construction
and the defence of the country. The ideo-
logy of the Party. which is the sole
source of the education of the Army, has
become the bone and flesh of its ef-

fective and the various structures of
the defence of the country. Therefore,
the officers and men, whether in active

service or in the reserve, people’s volun-
teers or student-soldiers, guard the

Party as the apple of their eye and
work tirelessly for the strengthening
of the leading role of the Party, be-
cause the stronger is the Party in the
army, the stronger will be the defence
of the Homeland and the army itself, the
deeper will be the degree of assimi-
lation of the People’s Military Art, the
more revolutionary will be the relations
betwesn cadres and the rank-and-file
in the army, the better the line
of the masses will be implemented,
the better the class struggle will
be waged, the more the moral figure of
the soldier-citizen and the citizen-sol-
dier will be perfected. Hence, it is in
the leadership of the Party that the
People's Army of Albania draws its
strength, vigour and vitality.

The Marxist-Leninist ideo-political
education is a paramount duty of the
army. It is an absolutely necessary con-
dition of decisive importance for the
complete formation of the revolutionary
consciousness, for the implementation
of the military line of the Party, for
barring all paths to the penetration of
the bourgeois-revisionist ideology into
the army. The Party has always fought
against any technocratic tendency and
concept which tries to do away with the
ideo-political education of the army. The
ideo-political work of the Party is aimed
at educating among the rank-and-file
and the cadres genuine proletarian
qualities, the brilliant qualities and vir-
tues of the partisans in the National
Liberation War, at constantly perfecting
healthy and fraternal relations between
the cadres and the mass of soldiers in
struggle against technical-military bu-
reaucracy, against liberalism, classicism,
breach of discipline, manifestations of
arrogance and overbearing, against the
spirit of commandeering over the mas-
ses, etc. Simplicity, the spirit of sacri-
fice, high revolutionary vigilance, love
of the comrade, of the subordinate and
the commander, of the people, respect
of the norms of communist morality,
protection of socialist property, courage,
sense of justice, sincerity, collectivism
and socialist patriotism, systematically
soliciting the opinion of the effective
about different problems, rendering of
account by the cadres to the masses,
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worker-soldier control over the activity
of the detachment, bortherly criticism,
rendering account and answering for
one’s actions, control over the fulfil-
ment of tasks, and many other features
are characteristic of the life of the
detachments of the People’s Army of
Albania.

From the time of the first call of the
Central Committee in which it was
stressed that «every son and daughter
of the country should be a soldier of the
National Liberation War», and ever
afterwards the PLA has always seen the
army as part of the militarily trained
and armed people. Therefore, today, in
the conditions of the savage imperialist-
revisionist blockade and encirclement,
the entire people are trained militarily
for the defence of the revolution in
Albania, where genuine socialism is
being built. The Party has constantly
stressed that the problems of the army
are problems of the people, just as the
problems of the people also are problems
of the army. It teaches us that the
Homeland belongs to the entire people,
therefore it is defended not only by the
regular army, the people in uniform,
but by the entire armed people, orga-
nized and trained militarily. This Marx-
ist-Leninist teaching has become a living
reality in Albania today. It has found
ever more extensive application in the
military organization and the constant
training of the entire people for the
defence of the country. With us the
entire people work, produce, learn, carry
out their tasks, train themselves mili-
tarily and exercise vigilance. The whole
of Albania is a huge construction site,
a massive school of communist education
and an impregnable military bastion.
Everyone feels the absolute necessity
of taking an active part in the military
training, regarding the defence of the
Homeland as the duty above all duties,
a great question of the entire people.
They carry out every day the great
teaching of the Party that in the poli-
tical situation of the world and our
country today, everything which is done
— every decision, every action, should
be linked up with the supreme interests
of the protection of the socialist Home-
land against the enemies, that the quest-
ion of its defence should prevail in the
minds, the hearts and the consciousness
of everybody, that all the physical and
mental energies, all the moral strength
of the people should be subject to this
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major idea. Therefore, everybody, men
and women, especially the young, under-
go intensive training, standing ready
and vigilant, diligently studving the
People’s Military Art and the military
rules, which they apply with great ac-
curacy and in a creative manner.

The present-day structural organiz-
ation of the Armed Forces of the PSR of
Albania, the arming and training of the
entire people for defence, are a most
vivid and most significant expression
of the ceaseless strengthening of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, a pro-
found expression of socialist democracy
in action, of the implementation of the
line of the masses and their decisive
role in the war. an expression of the
fact that in Albania only the people,
under the leadership of the Party, are
in power. The arming of the people and
their military training for defence is
one of the brilliant achievements of
the line of the Party, a consistent and
creative development of the Leninist
thesis that no force in the world can
dare encroach on the freedom of the
Homeland «...if the armed people, who
have abolished the military caste, who
have made all soldiers citizens and
all citizens soldiers, capable of handl-
ing weapons, are the shield of this
freedom.»

The PLA bases the defence of the
country entirely on the forces of the
armed people, on the human resources
of the country, on its stable economic
potential and the lofty moral-military
qualities of its people, inherited from
the centuries and further enhanced
during these 40 years of its existence,
on the military training according to
the principles of the People’s War.
It has never based and will never base
the defence of the country on passing
circumstances of international politics,
on various alliances or the protection
or the umbrella of the superpowers.
This is how a Marxist-Leninist party, as
is the Party of Labour of Albania, a
genuine socialist state, as is the Peo-
ple’s Socialist Republic of Albania,
which adhere to the great revolutionary
principle of self-reliance, both in the
construction and in the defence of the

country, treat this question. The arming
and military training of the entire peo-
ple constitutes a guarantee that the
dictatorship of the proletariat will re-
main pure, will never degenerate, will
be defended not only against aggres-
sion by the external enemies, but also
against any joint attempt of the common
enemies, external or internal, to take
the castle from within, because there
is no stronger army than the armed
people military trained, and there
is no weapons more formidable than
the people’s warfare, the fire of which
will consume and destroy any ag-
gressor.

The consistent Marxist-Leninist line
of the Party, its unshaken loyalty to
the cause of communism and the revo-
lution, have resulted in the teachings
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin on the
question of defence and the army, find-
ing their concrete embodiment in social-
ist Albania for the first time and in
the first place.

The great teachers of the proletariat
have stressed that the proletariat alone
is in a position to set up the nucleus
of a powerful army revolutionary in its
ideals, discipline, organization and he-
roism in war. Such an army was created
in Albania by the PLA.

The great teachers of the proletariat
instructed that an army is strong when
it is the army of the liberated workers
and peasants, when it is the army of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and
when it is led by a genuine Marxist-
Leninist party. Such is our army, which
has the heroic Party of Labour at the
head.

The great teachers of the proletariat
pointed out that it is necessary that
all the people, without exception, learn
to handle weapons, that as long as
there are exploited and oppressed in the
world all the people must be armed.
because only the armed people can
guarantee their own complete freedom,
that only they are in a position to
vanquish reaction. In Albania the entire
people know the political significance
and practical importance of the handl-
ing of weapons, in order to be able to
open accurate fire on any enemy.
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The great teachers of the proletariat
pointed out that the proletariat must
create a new army, an entirely new
military method, a new military art and
a new military science which can and
must respond to the new social relations,
and the new level of the material
production. This suggestion has been
turned into a reality in socialist Al-
bania, which has its original military
art and science, worked out and
ceaselessly enriched by the PLA and
Comrade Enver Hoxha. This new mili-
tary art, which is based on Marxism-
Leninism, on the fighting traditions of
our people, on the experience of the
Anti-fascist National Liberation War, on
the best experience of the revolutionary
struggles of our people, on the thirty-
eight-year long experience of the
People’s Army itself, should be mastered
and applied by the entire army and the
people who know what they fight
for, as the Albanian army and peo-
ple do.

Socialist Albania has stood like a gra-
nite rock to all the storms of the times.
It has faced up to pressure, threats,
blackmail and provocations by the im-
perialists and revisionists, has coura-
geously and honourably carried out its
duty in defending its freedom and in-
dependence, and the gains of the so-
cialist Homeland. In these confronta-
tions, under the leadership of the Party,
the army has always held high the ban-
ner of the legendary Dbattles of
the National Liberation War, the ban-
ners of the battles for the construction
and defence of socialism. Under the
leadership of the Party and with their
hearts and minds directed towards the
Party. the army and the people are
always vigilant, ready to reduce to dust
and ashes any sinister plan. any plot
that may be concocted by the enemies,
separately or in concert, against socialist
Albania, against its freedom and inde-
pendence. The People's Army of Alba-
nia will remain forever young like
the PLA, in permanent combat readiness
like the PLA, will always be a fearless
shock brigade like the master-mind that
gave birth to it, raised it and is leading
it on the correct road towards victory.



THE

INDUSTRIALIZATION
OF THE COUNTRY -
A GREAT VICTORY

OF THE PLA

by HARILIA PAPAJORGJI

The PLA has always considered the industrialization
of the country one of the most
important tasks of the construction of socialism, without
the solution of which the socialist revolution
cannot be promoted on the economic front

IN NOVEMBER OF THIS YEAR OUR ENTIRE PEOPLE WILL CELEBRATE
THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING OF THE PARTY AND THE
37TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TRIUMPH OF THE PEOPLE'S REVOLUTION.
FROM THE HEIGHT OF 10 YEARS, WHICH SEPARATE US FROM THE DAY
WHEN THE PARTY WAS FOUNDED, WE SEE EVEN MORE CLEARLY AND
WITH REVOLUTIONARY OPTIMISM THE GIANT HISTORIC STRIDES WE
HAVE TAKEN. BY MEANS OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR — THE
GREATEST WAR FOR NATIONAL AND SOCIAL EMANCIPATION IN THEIR
AGE-LONG HISTORY. THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE, UNDER THE LEADERSHIP
OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA (TODAY_ THE _ I.’LA).__.WI_TH_
COMRADE ENVER HOXHA AT THE HEAD, GOT RID OF THE FOREIGN
NAZI-FASCIST INVADERS. OVERTHREW THE EXPLOITING CLASSES AND
THE LOCAL TRAITORS AND. ON NOVEMBER, 29, 1944, SET UP THE NEW
STATE OF PEOPLE'S DEMOCRACY AS A FORM OF THE DICTATORSHIP OF
THE PROLETARIAT, ON THE RUINS OF THE OLD ANTI-POPULAR STATE
MACHINE.

For the country to embark on the Party. The transformations in the field

road of socialist construction, the
people’s power made major transfor-
mations of a political, ideological, eco-
nomic and social characier which were

carried out under the leadership of the
HARILLA PAPAJORGJI — Scientific

secretary of the Institute of Marxist-
Leninist Studies at the CC of the PLA

of the economy occupy a principal
place in this context. Our Party, led by
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism and
implementing them in the concrete
conditions of the country., worked out
a development program for the social-
ist economy and for the development
all the other sectors, with the aim of

setting up and developing an indepen-
dent, self-suflficient socialist economy.
In the process of socialist construction
this program has been perfected step
by step and has found its concretiza-
tion in six five-year plans of economic
and cultural development,

In the struggle for the building of
this economy the PLA has proceeded
from the Marxist-Leninist thesis that the
relations of production are those which
distinguish a socio-economic order from
another. Therefore, the first and fore-
most task carried out by the Albanian
state of the dictatorship of the proletariat
for the creation of a socialist economy
was the destruction of the feudal and
capitalist base of the economy, the con-
struction of the socialist base of the
economy, and the establishment of the
socialist relations of production. With
this are connected a whole series of
deep-going measures,
which began to be adopted in the early
days after Liberation, with the aim of

revolutionary
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